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: - HisEwmineoce Joseph Cardinol Ratzinger
P ’ Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith
s Piazza del S. Uffizio 11
00193 Rome, Raly
E Your Eminence:
' el " Inaccord with the norms of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, | m:n submitting for
: your copsideration the case of 3 priest of the Archdiocese of Mitwankee. Reverend
- Franklyn Becker has been acensed of multiple acts of sexual abuse of minors. The
summary of thess allegations is enclosed. Father Becker has admitted that a nomber of
these acts of sexual assault occumred.
‘ Oi;cgt}m years, efforts were made lo iaroﬁgic spmlml and psychological
i inferventions that would rehabilitate Father Becker. None of these efforis bavebeen -
o4 successful as e reoffended afier each intervention, often while stll in thecapy. Father
- Becker was diagnosed as an impulsivo pedophile in 1983. At that time, jt was thought
: that 2 non-parochial assignment might be possible, A finther psychological asscssment
: was undertaken in 1996, .after an additional accusation of past bebavior came forward, In
that evaluation it wis ndvised that the potential for future reoceutrence of past behavior
existed. Even while in ongoing therapy, he was known to have obtained child .’
pornography. With our corrent understanding of: the nature of his condition, it js clear thaf
A he will never be able to assume any public minitiry.
; = - -~ . N : - > -
AT B - "= . Aswehave reviewed the various files, it is clear that he consistently. abused his
i Ty - office both to gain aceess fo-vulaerable boys and to-elicit the trust of their parents, Both
g - . -inhis parochial assignments and in his temporary fitnetioning as a cruise chaplain, he
: found opportunities to abuse his office in a flagrant and repetitive fashion.
: S The impact on his various victims has been significant. The Archdiocese of
, _,:g ; Milwaukee is paying ongoing; therapy costs forsmalbflhnnmglhasdoncso fora -
N oumber of years. Our new found awareness of the severity of daage catised by sexiial
i . " . abuseat the bands of clergy makes it impossible for vs to ignore this situation.
- AMIL00811
i 3501 South Loke Drive. PO, Box 070912, Mitwaukee. WI 53207.0012
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His Eniinence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

-~ Congregation for the Docfrine of the Faith

page2 i
On May 10, 2003, Pather Becker was arxested for sexual assault. The alleped -
offense: took place in Califomia in the 1970%s but, becanse he left the jirisdiction of the

state, it remains an offense that can be prosecuted. He will be extradited from Wisconsin

lo California for trinl. The public display that will now take place in the eriminal trial in
California, fo-say nothing of the civil snits that could arise theye, makes the potential for

tme scandal very real. The media reports on this case have already begun.

Given the nature and frequency of the alleged and admitted sexval abuse, along
with the serious abuse of office, T have pondered Jong and hard to amive atan opimion _
about the most appropriate action to be taken. In order that justice may bo made manifest *

" and healing of the victims and the Chch may- proceed, I am asking that Revercnd

Franklyn-W. Becker be dismissed ex officio from the clerical state. Whatever financial
needs he may have can be provided for from a special fund we will set up until such time
as he is able fo draw from the pension fund. Since it is conceivable that he will be
speading some time in prison, he may be eligible for this pension by the time of his .

- release.

. . Ifthejudgement of Yonr Bminence is that this case should proceed to 3 dismissal
by decvee of your Congregation, T would cede to that judgement. Furthemmore, ifitis

“your judgement that this case should proceed through a canonical penal process, Ilumbly-

request a dispensation from prescription as well 25 a sanation of any proceduril emors
that may bave occurred during the years thig case was under investigation. The severity
of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that these requests are justified.

Liook forward to your fucther iostmetions i this mafrer. -

. Wiﬂx§mtfmc1}-tsofdeepestestean,lani,
‘ o gmhmlyqusinﬁn‘isi,l ‘
o g b 99

. .. . MostReverend Timothy M Dolan
* . 7¢ 7 Aichbishop of Milwankes

AMIL00812



e

™ .

2 NAME: Franklyn Willizm Becker
AGE:65 . .
ADDRESS: 1735 Dayfon Strect Apt#3 -

) Mayville, Wisconsin 53050 ’
ASSIGNMENT HISTORY: Presbyteral Orders — May 30, 1964
' " Carate — Holy Assomption Parishr (West Allis, WI) - July 1, 1964 -
. - Associate Pastor —St. John de Nepomne Parish (Milwaulkec) — Seplember 9, 1968
3 T ~Associate Pastor — Holy Femily Parish (Whitefisl Bay, WI) — Februaiy 25, 1972
- T Aksociate Pastor — SI. William Parish (Wankesha, WI) ~ June 18, 1974 _ .
Caxopus Ministee—Marshall Univusﬂy(Wlwcling—Uruim'Diom:)vamy 16, 1975
Campus Minister— St. Lonis University (Archdipcese of St Lowis)— August 1, 1976
Awaiting Assignent — October 3, 1976 i
Permission-to accept assignment in Diogese of San Dicgo—May 27,1977
- -Associate Pastor— St Brigid Parish (Diocess of San Diego) - June 24, 1977
- Retin to Milwaukee — March 1979 . - ) ) ”
" . Associate Pastor — St. Matparet Mary Parish. (Milwavkee) — Avgust ], 1979 °
. Administrator — St. Joseph Paxish (Lyons, WE—July 1, 1980 ]
Associate Pastor— St. Eugene Parish (Fox Point, WI) — Augost 12, 1980
Associate Pastor — St. John Parish (South Milwaukee, WI) — December 9,1980
Sick Leave — Janvary 25, 1983
Clinical Pastoral Education- St. Joseph Hospital (Milwaukee)-Septeinber 1, 1983

: . Awsiting Assignment — Jannary 1, 1984 .
. = .. - Chaplin—West Allis Memorial Hospital (West Allis, WI)~ November 6, 1984
“ta . .- Awaiting Assignment — October 1,71990 s i
i : Unassigned with resiricted yinistry — July 1, 1993

Restricted from all public ministry — April 2002

DECRERS ISSUED: .

April 10, 2002 — Precept issued with the following resfrictions: -
1) To refrain from all contact with minors, vulnerable adults, and other persons or _
categories of persons who have proven fo be oceasions of texoplation in the area of sexnal
morality; - .
2) To ¢ease until forther nofice all public ministry including the celcbration of Bnchiatist: -
Euchaxiat may be celebrated ina private sctting alone or with only another priest or
priests in dttendance; the celebration of any other sactaménis will require éxplicit
pemission of  local ordinpry in each case; P :
3) To avoid all places and situations that, from past experience, have been oceasions of
scrious teptation in the arca of sexval morality; ’
4) To cease any and all activities and xelationships that may be deseribed vnder the broad
cafegory of pastoral counseling; ) . :

.
v A

.
Ve o
30 nibarkeres rvers m, tewwas temh ieem cat s ae
.

i ’ :5) Until farther votice e faculty to hear confession is rovoked.
.. Jely22,2003— Abovo noted precept was reissued is Beiiizin Cfect fora

- indefinite peiod of time, E . :
i’ .

AMIL00813
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INVESTIGATION PROCESS:

September 1,. 1995 a three-person team of psychologlcal and criminal experts was
established to explore allegations that had arisen. The accused wis informed of his
canonical rights and signed a document on November 15, 1995, attesting to the fact that
he was informed of his rights and upderstood them. In the interviews with this
investigative team, the accused admitted not only some of the alleged incidents but also
facinally describéd and admitted to multiple others. These admissions were supported by
various letters and entries in his personnel file.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF ALLEGED DELICT(S):

DATE OF ACCUSATION: February 1980 (Letter of admission by Franklyn Becker)
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): May 1979
NAMES OF INTURED PARTY SRR R
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICT]M -
GEMOER OF ALLEGED VICTIM
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: Attempted rape; genital confact
NUMBER: 1 .
SURRQUNDING EVENTS: Fraoklyn Becker served as associate pastor
and was able to use his office to gain access
to the alleged victim’s trust.
DATE OF ACCUSATION: January 1, 1981
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): Fall 1980
NAMES OF NJURED PARTY: Unnamed at this time
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: &y
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM:
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: Inaproper touching
-NUMBER: Two
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Franklyn Becker served as associate pastor
and was able to use his office tp gain access
to the alleged victim’s trust; the parenis who
brought the allegation stated that they had
been pleased that a priest took an interest in
their son
DATE OF ACCUSATION. Angust 17, 1982 (Reported by boy’s priest uncle)}
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1982
NAMES OF INTURED PARTY Giipitaiacs
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM:&¥%#
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM S5EEs:
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: Unclear at this time
NUMBER: Unclear at this time
SURROUNDIN G EVENTS: Franklyn Becker was associate pastor at the
alleged victim’s parish ;

AMIL 00814
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T , DATE OF ACCUSATION: December 1, 1982
; DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): November 1982- )
; ' NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: : . L
i PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED w% :
* GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: : =
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: Unclear at this time
NUMBER: Unclear at {his time .
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Franldyn Becker waz associale pastor at the
.~ ualleged victim’s patish; parcnts wers proud
that their son was choscn to serve a5 an altar

gt
PEY 2N
1%

KA

. : . . boyonamﬁse%mth«;irpﬁestwasgoing
. _ . "o be the chaplain and so they pave
= : o A pexmission S
. DATE OF ACCUSATION: Decomber 20, 1994 -
r DATE OF ALLBGED ACT(S): 1970
T 'NAMES OF INSURED PARTY: (XERRMEimes.

PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM S
* GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: m
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE: *
KIND; Genitsl contact; ettempted Tape
NUMBER: 3 . ]
© SURROUNDING EVENTS: Franklyn Becker was associate pastor at the
alleged victim's parish and the alleged-
- . victim sexved as an altar boy forhim
DATE OF ACCUSATION: May 16, 2002 - . '

5 DATE OF ALLEGED ACY(S): 1966-1967
. * NAMES OF INNURED PARTY - SHTaRses,
. . ’ PRESENE AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: oA

1 - . . GENDER OF ALLEGED YICTIM: "

: ) "~ NATURE OF THE DFFENSE: - -

ts KIND: Unclear at this time

- NUMBER: Upclear at this time - : :

T SURROUNDING EVEINTS: Franklyn Becker way nssociate pastor at the
‘v ! 5 : N alleged'vicﬁm’spaﬁshandtheaﬂegad =

B! t : victim sexved as an altar boy for him
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. NAMES OF INTURED PARTY: RENEEETE
- PRESENT AGE ormamwcm&m =
- GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM- 855 .

St mnll N a2l o el Frlee ZE S S enss

.. DATE OF ACCUSATION: June 17, 2002
.DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-1969
. NAMES OF INJURED PARTY - Gt
-FRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: $55

GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: {52
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: oral sex; faking lewd photographs of the boy
NUMBER: 3 -
SURRDUNDII\TGBVEM‘S - Framlctyp Becker was sssociate pastor at the
. leagcd victim's parish and took him on a
cmise 1o serve as aa allar boy
DA'IB OF ACCUSATION: July 1, 2002
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1977-1979 -

NATURE OF THE OFFENSE: - )
- = KIND: Taken to-walch hombsexual naale adolts engage in gxoup sex;
. Eenital fondling; nudity :
NUMBER-.5
SURROUNDINGEVEN'I'S + Franklyn Beckerwas associate pestor at the
: alleged victim's parish; informed liim that
bie was agsisting him i6 forming fifs sexual
identity; alleged victio worked part time at
the paish

DAJE OF ACCU’SA.TIDN. Decnmber 4,2002 -
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1942 3
NAMES OF INYURED PARTY: Chnck Linnaman
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 35

" . GENDER OF ALLEGHD VICTRM: Male -

z "=

NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:.

KIND: Genpital fondling: oral3 s0%; lewd photogmphs of, bpy

‘NUMBER:} .-

-SURRGUNDINGEVEQTS FranklynBechrhadbwnadmnnstmtorat ;
. the family parish snd fook an interest inthe
boy; mamfsined contadt when at another
mgamml,tookﬂxcboy&tmwemxght
stay at theneaw assigmmeat when the
ihcident ocenmed; wiads boy serve, Mass for
Iumlhcnexi day . -

VR pareme mp b mese s mgpep gl .eas o se e
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; £ CIRCUMS‘I‘AN CES OF ALLEGED PERPETRATOR-

¢ ’ - : CURRENT RISK: Because Franklyn Becker i currently under eriminal

; : © indictment, there is Jittle risk that ho will make contact with a potential victin at this

co. time, However, the risk of sexfous scandal 55 extremely high. - "

5 : PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION: Franklyn Becker mnderwent several

G - F " psychological evaliations and released their findings to. his ecclesiastical superiors. The

£ results of these evaluations are as follows: . - ’
Ao 1983 assesswent - Psychology Associntes, Wansau, W1 (Signed current release

T . ~on file, copy attached) — Bvahation condncted by a mmlii-disciplinary team of a spirifnal

' . * direclor, medical doctor, paychitaric social worker, psychiatrist, and psycholopist. —

* Psychiatric finding was Pedophilia. .. ’

E B e 1997 psychological asscssment — Phoenix Cli ic, Wauwatosa, WI (Signed current
i T . telease on file, copy attached) — Evalnation conducted by 4 clinical psychologist —
Conchision — Compulsive behaviors and potential for future inappropriate sexual
behavior - . s ) : : . ’

B T
-

_ CIVIL AUTHORITY’S ACTION: Franklyn Bocker was arrested on May.9, 2003 in
A *~ Mayville, Wisconsin. He is being extradited to California where he will stand trial for at
& Jeast two covmts of criminal sexnal assmult, . - i -

= restricted from all ministry in July 2007,
. RESIDENCE: Private residence in Mayville, Wisconsin prior to amest. Unclear
WhgcbcwiﬂmidcaﬁumﬁadiﬁnnmCﬂiibmia. ’
. SUSTENANCE: Since being unassigned, he has received monthly support from
T * e Arduliocese of Milwaukee, Currently that support js in the amount of $25, 633
i I avonally with an additional héusing allowance o£ $9,355. He has been maintained on the
: “archdiocesan healtli, medical and dental insurance as well. Since contributions to the

FARE A ]Jricsrs'pmsionﬁmdhuvc.oénﬁnued,_he-m‘llbccligiblcforpensionﬁmding.whmhe
Pp T humes o . }

} ‘5 . % ‘ = .
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& - : : " May 31,2003

Most Reverend Gabriel Montalvo
Apostolic Nuncisture :
¢ . : 3339 Massachusetis Avenpe, N.W.
1l W ' Washington, D.C. 20008-3687

Your Excellency:

g U ) Axchibishop Dolan has asked fhat T send you the enclosed comrespondence 1o Casdinal
" e » Ratzinger for imitsmission by diplomatic ponch to the proper authoritics. The matter
s . addresged in this correspoudence pertains to transmittal of the resnlts of a preliminary
P o . inyestigation in accord with the norms of Sacramentoruim sanciitatis tutela. .

: . Thank you for your kind assistance in this matter. A-token of appreciation for yoyr kindness
& 0 o - will f5low. : 7 :

‘ L ) . " Sincerely yours in Chost,

/éatbam Anne Cusack
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" 348/03 - 17919
Peor.N.__ 7 777
{Iv. respormione it mmentss Iuius mepreri)
S
CONFIDENTIAL el

Your Excellency,

This Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith' has received fhe .
-documentation in the case of the Reverend Franklyn Wiliam BECKER, a priest of
ihie Archdiocese.of Milwaukee, whe? has been accused of-miulfiple ‘acts of sexual
-abuse of minors, and for whom Your Excellency is requesting the dismissal from the

clerical state ex officio et in poenam. = CoeoseT

After a careful stody of the case, it is quite obvious-liat the hatore and gravity .
of his past offences and the good of the Church would réquite a more cogent sign of
penance from: Fri- Becker. It is therefore-the mind ‘'of fhis: Congiegation- to ask Your
Excellency kindly 1o enquire whethez the said priest is Willing 0”8k for laicisation,
vohmtarily secking to be allowed to_withdraw from'the clerical stafe, as a sign of his
heartfelt contrition. IfFr. Becker were to refuse this mvitation, then it js the intention
of this Congregation to submit his case directly to the Holy Father for a dimissio ex
officio e statu clericali una cum dispensatione ab omnibus oneribus sacerdotalibus.

Itake this occasion to express my scnh:ments of respect and ésteém. 1 remain,

" Yours devoteqt;é}n}heLWd,

g PR
" e gcln:_rhmalu, SDB
T 7. f 77 Titular Archbishop of Sila

. The Most Reverend Timothy M. DOLAN
. Archbishop of Milwaukee -

- Office of the Bishop ' ' _
"+ 3501 South Lake Drive, P.O. Box 070912 . L
-, ‘Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912, USA.. ~ - : - AMIL00807:
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: December1,2003 .c- . . .
[ = N :

i S " Most Reverend Gabriel Montalvo

. : Apostolic Nunciatore i

: - .' . 3339 Massachusctts Avenue, Nw. - A e ) N
- Washington, D.C. 20008-3687 . R )

I * Your Excellency: ; [ L ,

o _* . AchbishopDolan has asked that T send you the cnclosed mnespandmce to Amhblshﬂp s
I A - ‘Amate for lmnsmmon by diplomatic pouch. 'I’he mafter addressedin this v R . AT
- . ‘comespondence pertains to the Congregation’s request for follow-up mfornjahon on R

: ' . - matenials previously sent to the Congmgatlon. -

Once again, we are grateﬁll to you for your kindness. =

‘ .thcvayl_:mtv\nshforyonandyqungmish'yofscrvictf,lam,. R . e

) 5 ' " Sincerely yours in Chist,

. . . - : 2 BarbmAnneOJsack . : \I
: ’ ’ Chancellor -

. L L : AMIL 00808
_4::\::.)1" - . - . : s .:
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Dear Ms. Cusack:

348/03-17919).

f duly transmitted t6 Cardinal Ratzinger.
. " With prajérful and cordial best wishes, ¥ remain

Sincere:ly yours in Christ,

ol bbb

:_',:; ;o . Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo )
§;4 : - : ) ) Apostolic Nuncio
T ; i .
Ao
. : '

! v
P Ms. Barbara Aine Cusack
< Chancellor .
S ; Axchdiocese of Milwankee

I 3501 Sonth Lake Drive

; . Post Office Box- 070912 . .
Milwankee, WI 53207-0912
: * - 5 %

LA s enale MNSwne 0 Bhe "t eanyontine D

3839 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.w.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687

o I'write to acknowledge yonr letter of December 1, 2003, with its
enclosure addréssed to His Bminence; Joseph Cardinal Raizinger, Prefect of
w4 the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, xegarding the case of-
Mo The Reverend Franklyn William Becker (Congregation’s Prot. N.

" Please be assured that the above-referenced correspondence will be

AMILO080Y'
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