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fY?ES.

Girls appearing before the Central Criulnal
Court on charges of id,fa:,r.ticide, murder, or Eanslaugl:ter,
or coneealroeRt of blrth, are in the najority of cases
from countrlr d'i strlctsr often from isolated" plaees in
the liiest. Eireir ages var.y from IJ yrs., or perhaps
;/ou-i1ger, to 39 yrs., tir.e greater nunl:er being between
17 and 

"5 
years.

In most lnetances they are first ofrenoers, i,e.,
]'l"e ver previously ci:"a"rged wlti.r a ciminal offe:ice, thougir
a cel'tain pc"rcentage h.ave previously glven birti: to oi'Le
or Llore ll}egi tiina-Le child.ren. As a elass tiie :eajority
s,*ring from ti.re ordit:ar;r labourj-ni: fa:rily, some from
tire decent sn.all far:aer, a ferv from the riff-r*,ff of
t:re si:iall torvn back street populati on.

The m*jority of tl:iese girls have been enployed as
domestic s=rva:rts, either in country districts near
tir"eiv orvn homes, or j-n provineial towns, amd a small
proportion may have met thej-r 'rfaterr tvhen thus
enployed in Dublin, or other ciiies.

n A TTe r?eVnUUilU.

The eause of tne c1ownfa1l of these girls may
be as varled as the types. Very often in the ease
of tl:e you&ger girls the cause -nay be traced in the
first instaJrce to lgnorar:ce l-,t:ich left tirem ar1 easy
p::ey to the snares of the first unscrupulous man wl:o
cared to taice ad"vantage of tl:rem. Farticu.larly is
tliris the case wi-ti: you.ng eountry girls lvl:o nget lnto
tr'oublert in llablin vihere their inexperieiLee is easily
recognised and readily explolted h;r the depraved types
wi'ro are always seeklng sucir victims y.,.lth impunit;r.
01der girl-s, or women, are very often led astra.ir fuy
the pr:onlse of marriage,

Environnent ls a:: important fac'cor to be reckoried
with and musi be considered wiien d"ealing wrth erimj_nsls
of any descri-ptiorl. Perhaps more crimes coul-C. be
traeed to exj-stence iri unfavourable surrourldings wh.ere
tj:re atmosphere is polluted rvith vlee of various kindst;an to hererlita::;r rveaknes$es such as inebriet.rl', insanit,lr
av imnorality, rvirich may often ilppear tt:.e obvlous carlses.

fhe actual co-unissi-on oii ti:.e c rime of infantlciC.e
mal/ vei';\r often be traced to ths fact that b,. scme
strange serie s of cir.cumstaitces tne glrlts pregi:ancy
i:as remaj-ned a secret up tc ii:e lsist. For exarrple, in
a large propcrtion of cases, t:rese crimes are com:litied
in tl'.ie resider:ce of tire girlts emplo;rer, who had falled
to ::otice hri: cr:ndj-tion. It is easy to see tvh.lr a girl
1s rlrj-ven to s:-cll a tragic act - extrbne'rae::tal -straIn,
a ter::ible fear of discovery, depression anr)- the
necessity for guarding her secret - all play tiielr p=,rt.



the girlr &s one o,f' t::em declared to me, rnalr have
no knou'l-edge of her r"eal condition for a consideuable
time, and having dlscovered it becornes ber+ildered.,
even desperate. Fearing instant drsmlssal if her
conditlon becomes known, she sal/E notl:ing a::rl just
carr'ie s on untll tne babLr i_s born, flren in the frenzy
of a monent and stil1 tr'],ri-ng to eover up her sr'.iane ,si:e kills her child.

- I6any of these erimes nould" i:.ave been preve::.ted
if the condition oi' iire girls tvas knoli,'n to- tireir
e;:pIo;re-rs beforel:r-:nd., or to solne p€rson of respon-
si-billty ',""ho w*ul-u take ti:e necessari/ steps to safe-
[pard titem. T]ie sa:ne applies to cases occi.lrring
i-t:. ti:e girlst oym hornes to whicrr t}:e:r have eiti:,er
returned si:ortly before ti:e eve:rtr or may h*ve been
home and ma.naged io conceal their cond,ition from
unsusjlectinl D:-rrents of fa;::ily" Ljad ti-ey but
ccnfided in soltebcdy trustwcrthy, the:,. rnioirlrl never
have appeered in ',lol:rt on s:.rch a cirei^::ge.

Perhaps ver.,/ nan1,r o:i tj'iese gi::ls rvould never
irave fallen if tirey irad l:een given at l=as'; some
idea of tj,e facts of life before bei:r5.; l-,*unched onti:e r,,orld at tire tender age of lli or. 15 years. To
p-opose reformati-ve treatrnent for a girl r,v,l:o ha:i
mrrrd.ered iler unwar:ted infant i,= a far" rnore serlous
ancl Crfficul-t pr.oblem tiran ti:.at v,riric]: arlses in theprovision of some atter:rpt tc p:'event tire fall of tiieg:irl in the first itrstance.

mLa1.1 mTFrltrrn
-Lrilfl Jitr iJ._'.] f,- -

Girls who ]rave been brought up in rnd.rrstrlal
Schoof s ( ai:a the same is true of i,:os.L p;il;y-Sinoofs)
and l'vho not infrequently come befcre the couris onote.-charge or another, have often tokl the probati-on
Officer that therlr received. no preparatlon whatevercalculated to help t]rem in the viial rnatters of sex.Neither did t}:ey get eny i-nst:rlctlon of a practiealnature conce::ning cour-t-tnip and ffiaruiage. trkequentl:.
li.qy attribute their downfbll to ttreir"iect o?-rin;;;:-'ledge of tirese_ti:ings. ilorv far tfr:-s neglect ;f -

essentral r'roral training ma;r be helti resp6nsibre forouJ rrunmarried- motirer" pro,clem is worth../ of se::iousconsideration and investiga.tion . (SLL not*-l-ir*. I

u_n d e r it: -J": :ijfi 
-?* 

#5 8tf;# "l 3 t" $:ii: _ l"*f,3; rx?* i f 
. 
ilrtiie servlnsg of a pri y9n , sentence, lenal se::vitude , orre sldence ln en lnstitution un,Ler*the csre of * rellglousorder, iI lacking in a*y preconceived constructive

system of reform carculbteo to deal ef::ectiveiy wlt]:tiie problem along rnodern I1nes.

P,FI Q$.

Apart from t}:e fact t}:at punlshment - an essentialelement i.i-i critnlnal reforrn - is lmposed, tjrat tt * pr,rblicis safeguard"ed and tire ;;1r1 deprivld of i:er llberty, tirereis l-ittle advant.a$e to ti:e state in sentenci-ng a .girrto a ter:n of imp::isonment under our existing sistefr, forthe si.stern is lac]<ing in fundaiiienta.ls.

-ii0fE' We have also to consicler that ti:e iryomen ci:ar-ged lvith su.ch offences a,s-ffitr}gi$?r}r.g,faf less s?.]]ty ii:an. the t,::ri,;sr: n rrir""* in tire :rore exaLted*ifi*f!.?r= 11ie.._f4o._q_1y9. g-qqpprsb. to the--ri#-;:i-ir""l---I^nl-irra .r a,^^*+.i



tf ison (.contcl. \

For example the prison s;rsten p.rovides;-
ifo ed.ucatlonal faci_-l ities.
No practica,l occupational trainj-ng.
I{o adequate segregation of case t",,rpes.
No facllitles for up-to-date treatment
of vene real di-sease,
I,lo blood tests ( necessary 1n certaln
suspeeted cases of disease. )
No organised syster:: of Sfter-care of

e,<-pr"i sone rs "

(These shor:tcomings, it shoul,f ire notedr B,re in no
lvay the fault of the Prison Govez"nor o:: staffs")

Perhaps the greatest di-sadvantage or the systernis that ycung girls, evei: wh1le on remand, are ableto rneet and converse rv1'blr. har:dened" of:-ende:"s ftdoing
tjrnerr, i,vhose vile influence is seen in the changed.
attitude of the newcomer, evejl after a-{iew da;ys. In
ryy experience of Probation l\rork, I iravBf;,et fbund afirst offend.e{ really benefitlng from fi.'pr"ison sentence,ffitrary have seen many young sl"tr rlecome
embittered, hafd.ened. and norally decarlent as-tire resultof association with the depraved. ci:aracters who for"m
the normal population of or.tr pr.isons. i;ioreover, thisfir"st term of imprisonrnent, espeeially if a short one,is usual.ly the prelude to many anotl:er and. soon thegirl becomes an 'rincoryigible tyce. "

a l]1f iR-I.i.1p:

lacli of an orgairj-sed system of after-eare of
ex-prisoners (fernale) raaly Le responsii:le to so&e
ex$ent for a large proportlon of these second. and"third convictions - not to mention the considerable
number of confirmed. offenders.

iiowever a sta.::t has noVbeen made in )ublin
lvirere a group of ;tpproved. lady Vlsltors has recently
been org:r.nlsed under il:e direction of tire Catholie
C}:.ap1ain witi: ttre oi:;ect of visiting tl:e fereale
prisoners in iior:ntjoy anrJ of keeping i-n touch rrith
ti.:.em as fi:,r as possible wl:en disci':.arged. In accor-
dance with. ti:e rules of the Ordanisation to :,,vl:rlch
these lady vlsitors beJ-ong, their ,,vork 1s voluntary
and is of great value in tl:e mor.al and spirltual
aspect, esp€cially lvhen the;r are able to d.o effectivefrfollow up tt tro,rork"

Ill l IiirSTIfuiru0I.TS 0H r-IOi[ES.

Apart from the P::obailon System ( not applied
in the tlri:e of case tirat coines before the Central
Oriminal Uourt)-t:re on1;r alternetive to Frison treat-
neni is the €>tpedlent of sending the girl to an
institutlon :xder tl:.e care of a rellglotrs ord-err oriler or.rn recognisancer of under the restrietlon of a
suspensoz'y prlson sentence , I mentj-on "e>lpedienttrbecauser &s alread,y stated tirere is not provided at
any such i:rstit&tion a well-plar:rred, adequater or
speclallsed s;/atei:i of refor:ra in lceeping witl: modern
reE;irements, l{either are such iiomes or Institrrtions
subject to inspectlon frorn any Government department-
&n essentlal conCition 1n rrapp::oved hornesrr elsewhere"



The difficulty arlses in that the Homes are
voJ-untary, i.e., conC-u.cted aecording to ti:e n;les cf
ilie partieular orCer in cha::ge, anrl. not ln receipt
o:f any Governrnent gr'ant, excelrt in one insta:ree v'rtrer'e
a very smal-I *-Y'ant pe:: annum is alloir'ed.

fhls is Ollii lAl)YrS ll0i:{8, iie:::rietti; St,,}o.b11n,
lvj:ich accepts first offenclers Srovl.Jed. tirey are not
of i..lnroral character. In addition to ii:.ese g;irls lvho
are placed tirere i.i.nder: ti."Le supervislon of a Probation
Officer, the llome accepts the "bet'Ley t;,rpesil axlong
glrls cha::ged with infanticide and klnd"rerl crimes.
Besides the 'tcourt cesestt , tl:ere are in the iJome, a
nunirer of ;roung girls sent tiiere on a voluntarrtr
arrangement b;r p*rents, gua::d.ians, socii-;,l yvorkers etc.

'Ihis is t;ie oi:1y iioi:re in j)ublin catering chiefly
for girls of an age gioup from tl/Z\ yr$, or th.er:eaboi;.ts,
lvith a fesr exceptions on ertier enil of t]:e scale. In
this the Home has an advantage over otirer instj-iutions.
:\nd also in tire fact ti]at tire -,anagernent lias a p:'eference
for Uour't cases.

Tire ilonie is rnaintained b.i, a laundry in r,vilich
most of t,:e ilirls i';ork. 'iire ot:',ers are enga;ed. in
t]:e l,rork roorii, seiving anri rnendi::"9;, in tirc kltchen
irelping li,'ith ti:e cooking; , etc", scrubi:ing a.nd cleaning.
A general all-round tra"in:Lng is not p:rovided, for
example a girl lvho is sent to wor'}c in the kitchen; or
in the launrlry on ad"rnlssion is like1y to remain at
that particular vro::'k v,ihile in t}:.e llome,

I{either ar'e orCinar.v educationsJ. facilitiu.s
p.r:ovided,

?l:ere are llmiteC oppCIvtr.r"nlties for rea,:ing,
anC recreationTln tire forn o:f music, d"ancing etc.,
appears to be adeErate. 0n Su:.da;rs the gi::ls go
out togetirer for walks; ti:.ere are various outings
dtrring the year in tl:e forn of a plc-nic in the
Summer, a::rC visits to otner' liouses of the Sisters
of Charit;,r of St.Yincent de Paulr &s well- as a fevr
visits to the Pantotniine s arol:.nd" ilhristmas.

0n leavir:g tiie iio:"'ie after ihe comple tion o:'
tl,c prescribed ueriod oi probation, or otirei Ucurt
order, e acl'r giri (unless l;oir:j ,roile ) i= placed in a
situation &s rloi:restic servant, or as naid i-ii. one of
tire hospitals or lnstitu.tions in tlie city, and is
si"lpplied, r,,,:it}': a suitable and full ouifit fov house
anri outdooi:' 'ftear.

ilere, however, tire afte::-care ei:ds, u-n1ess ti:;
girl i.Lai:,i;e4s to be sii11 r:"nc,gr the sirpervislon ofa
Frobation ufficer for' a furtf,arperlorl outside the
I{omer or unless sire continues volirntarilir to visit
tl:re iiorne on 1'ler eve::ini._:s off"

0n ti:e I'rhole s Tesults flron this Iiome are
fai::ly satlsfaetor;r. Tite p;lr1s ilre given the
advaatage of a fresir start r,'rjtitout tire stigua of
a ,orlson slatenee and man;1 of them definiiely make
riood "



i3etter results , hov,/ever, might be expeeted" ftqrt
a more general all-round training by the introduction
of oecasional lectures by competent speakers on
subiects of educational value and by aCequate provision
for after-eare, such as a ciub fo:' past irueates.

li{r!' }./$GDA],EN ASYl,IlliS 0H i)iriu'1'EI{TIAEIES.

Ti:ese repreeent the only other type of
institution wirere these girls naybe accepted ae
an alternative to imprlsor:ment. iiere again the
great difficulty arises in l*ck of arly speciallsed
training calculated. to perritanet"rtl-y reclaim thesubjects
of court orders and- give there a fresl: start in life .
Anotiier aspect i':,,if 'bi:e eubjeet is difficuLt' ta
t:a:rdle and un'bidC.ai:1e. she will not be lcept.

In these |iorqes glrls anrl vronen of atl classes,
ages a.,r.d tSrpes rvork slde by side. Ti:ere is no
rainintum or maxlmt-rm age-lirait and one "may ''find a
girl still under sixteen subject to the saroe regulation
and. doing the salne t;rpe of work as the lvoman of l0
or 60 irears rvho has been th::orrgh tire 'rworl-drf and.
has debided to give t]:e renainder of her life 'to
atone for irer evil ivays.

,r.c.qi n the edueational facilities are absent
anc the oI11. rrtra.iningtr (in tire physical sense) fs
tl:.e ordinary r'outlne work of the institution wi:ich
always includes a public laundry, sewlng, r*ending
and cleanlng. the suirervlslon is strict and tiie
religlous a't::tos;;i:ere a::d moral training provitle a
barrieD agalnst contarni-nation not available in
prison treatrcent. This religlous trainlng, irowever
is d.irectecl vrith ti:e pr.l.rirose of lead.ing tire subjects
-[o a permanent renunciati on of tire wo::ld and -to &
life of penance 1r: ti:e particular institutlon, in
accorrlance viith its rules. All ver;y laudable, but
hardly appropriate for ihe tl.rpe of girls unoergoing
a cou::i sentence for a seriol-:.s criuer s€ein5; ii:rat
i.iith. verJ,r rave excep'blons none su-ch would drea.m of ,
remainrqg on 1n a iione voluntartJ-y after tiie treridd
of d"etention has expir"ed.

In keepir:.g ',,,rith the idea of renuneiation 1s
t}re failu:'e to equ.ip the gi::1s fov si-t.itr-tbl-e
ei:rpJo.yr:rent ir: tre '*/crl-C. iittlt verJ,' rnl:j ex.ceptions
no }{agdalen :is:/1i-rm lvlll- obtain a siiria.tion hf a girl
o;: leaving. I:r a sense ti:is polic:tr rae:r he
jrrs'tifiecl in the ari;unent 1-rut up for it by the
cliffereni Urciers in crl?nZe , i.e. tlx;t a re fere"tr,ce
frorn r: i{ag'dalen Asylurn i-s no help to anyhcdy.

fhe result is tirat i:. girl is virtr:"al1.y let loose
on tire lurorl-d" after a long ;re::iod" of drscipli-::e emd
closc- si.iper.rision, wlti:.out any steps beinlE taken to
E:1ve her a fresh eitance to ealrn" an i:onest l1ving.
l,eft ',,.itrrout a fr-jend, wit):r l.ittle or no Illoney, plus
tire handieap of no reference or recorunendation,
what is sueir a girl to da? Seldom ivill- i:.er family,
if si:-e has one, welcome her home, and even if tney
do, she ma;r refuse to return home. It is obvious
that sl:re needs, now more than ever , some syrnpathetic
fviend. eapable of ad.vising and directing her, and
lvhere possible flnd-ing her sltitable emplo;rment.
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,;Iitlout tjre, assistarice of ti:e "irafl;', rrohatio* Uf.iicers
attacired to ti:e )istl j-ct uouyte it is to be fcar'e.i
tlrr,f liin'r o*' tlr'=q.e r'-i 'i-'I s on 1'.,3,Vri1.': tir= I-agi"iil::ri
v -ti! u --t. L' \J 

ti- _:v uv

Iioirre oro1ild f'-11-d tlerisei','e s in s- de ,rrl*rl,,hle posi-'t1CIn, 
"

unlees i'c slle::-iC. ii*pp*n i,l:ia-t their ban i:e- pu't in touch
t,-, t' \ralunt3..r-,' sr:ciaf '':rrl,er s, e ':-' t':: i'6 rliol1 of ' t'-r;r'

]iere it ;:Li:,-" be r.: -ia:rksd t.i:a-b llo.lte of tiie Cat::,o1:ic
Glrlsr iiostel-s in lh.lhiin r,lj.}l ad.nit a 1,:ir1 lirno"-in to
l-rr,j"ve cc;:te frori "-i-";A"ien 

,Lorne , clice l:t tl:e f ilostel-s
ci::rC-trcte61 i6r1.ei: "ilic rLits-'llce s of l'lrc Leilton of iiaryt- oile

of ',; rc,: is {:f ii:i-te 1;' ft-': t'l'= 'rst': ect i-rf 'r :'":C -hite

o{l'r." fo, udowi ,:r:C cr-r"i: 'r ','uroilen and -:j-::1s' ii:it}:iev-
*:,ll- an.,i of t-:r': oii ,,t il:; il:oiic iostels i:ut. uir :l €:.'-1-,
for: ev:n one -i*t if -i'i .r'-sl.l::own 'b:,..-it s.t,, i:;s :,;ve , re'J
6n Co'u::t o:1 :iowever t:rirtia] f;. ciit':'l:ge: '

it is obrr:'-ous t.i:en fro:l tl:-e -l'ore,"'cit-ii'''lir':r'11 or'-li1

prison ana ::e io::r:iiative.:s1.rstem forrfei:r&.le d-e li-rlquen'ts- 
-

suffer fr.o;n nany d"eile ctg. ;:riefly th. iieli:s triat cail
for i:nned"iiite ;i.t-i;e;rtion 5 rs:

llEjill{l iiQjE.

The se.ttingr; u,g of a p]'operly constj--Lirted" itenand
l;nr,r: ro'r ..r:r1s fs isl;,;niiLt. I;r: ol:1;r s1;ci: sst:"'n1-

il_-- *

isime::t in be inri at present is ei Si,Jbse;oht s, tt';;ii1eire11,
;r,rlilin, a;:,i. rra;r' only he ul;ecl fov Juve::ril-e s' rt is
r;l;";;.;rriate ir,. a.."r,:uci:. irs jt is r:ot a wpa:'*te br'rile5ing;
i; j-i, noi; it: f:,ict a ]ieiLanri- Ilonie; ii is 'e Liir'lsr
inAiis't::ra1 Hci,ccl- in ',,,;.rci; -;r61ii1'1 4liis on relllan'J nta;'
l:e 

- 
iteteiled". in oriLe:,. to .lii:e1-r t:e ;j.; . ililrls as far

apert ae posraillle f::i:rr t,:c r;rrpi-l-1 . 
i';: Ili.l Scl:ool", tl,IglI

*ru g*".r}11y-rei-egate,:i. t: a ioriion of 'L're l':ol':-se .l-ittle
,ire qietite,l ilJr tl:e I,,tte ::, fo:: instance til,: li-i.tchen -
'':.r\ arr'a-, 16'e-1 t lio'; ic 1t€ co't--iended', htrt Jef'jreps'ln-
avo'i d,ai:l'.-: un,*ler tile ci::cr;iiirstaiiice 5 '

-'r6ilin, l-i' i-1. .'-::1 on:re:rand i s 
- - or glE reason

c,-\n!l-,icf e d h'. t,re ,..:t,tll.;-'c: 
"1.1i 

tli:'esir*r1c t.r1re . . ?r
{,liu-'i..u.ri',.,.,1 iio,r* i', slii: 

-ri:j-'' be s er:t (wit}:out waiiuig,
i'or of ici:^l- =:u",r',;icn) 

"[o t::,= ,,e'-iitlsn *'-Sir1,..rfi atta:ircC,
=rr?r, 1' nr1 :jr: i,-. ,ir1 i. ,tj.11 e "itlv::.i1= etll 1)cr,.a,-su v u Lr. v., :\/ ,li)-'r

*rr*itir.g Trj-a.-l- of' sucir offences as i:ol;-*e-brsak:Lni;,
i-*,i"*tryl e tc. Ver';r ofte ,, t;res; ;;i::is e're su * jects
f;; iil'itufot'i::i'rto::;.' licloo]- - S'1;, iosepi:'I s, f ir''erick'
If aud i',,'nen 'Llie;r h:lve i;een COltt'ni'bteci tO t':ie iie i'Orijle-[ory
't";r"of , t;,: --a-Iegei: lea::ns 't,rc'"t t"'e;] 'l-ave sv€llt evcn
* uu.eir in Hig:i PIrlc ( r.e, -Li:t i.lagiiilalen *'olilc an1 hot
"bl;e rryien1'rnd il,3yqsrr) t,rey ,Jlli: Llo iLoi:1ier consici.ered
rgiaitable sub;iects fcr St..Joseitl:t B, :;:rC tlie.',' are
inr:ed.iately transfer:.'ei-1 to tlr.e Gcoc1 Sh.eplLerd Uonvent
ed;oini ng. Scarce 1;r '- la',Y sia::t fnt r'r3'ii1; l.i-r I s
unJ.er I5'-trears r,v.o litirerto il:.1lir noi haYe llad- i-::rioral
*anrlr:'.rni oo IUU.lf \/.\-.1 .. v-Lg U. .



periraps even a stronger al'Su-nent in favor.lr of
a itenand irome cones from ine*rrnsatlsfactory rlrrangenents
in i;lou,rtjoy for tir.e ;ccomoCatlon r:f tire more res_,.reetab1e
t;,,pe of 5:ir1 offe::der.
alread;r: -

These irave bden refe-rred to
/\( a) Possibilitrr of assocration lvith most unde sirabbtlri,es ot' prisonels vr,:o even in ;r brief interval can
do nuci: to induce the nelvco$er to aband"on good ltrtentlons
an'i to follo-,li ( i:robai:-ly ',,,,,rtlrout realising it) ti:e dcrn:-
l';a.r- d- path

(l) Lack of facilitles fcr the $av:.sion of
absoJ-uteI-y clefj-nite ine rlical re po::ts, Indefinite

repo::ts a:re of llttle use y,ll:en dealinE witi: eertain
types of cases,

Dtill :rnot]:er ar6;ixlent in favou:: of the irema6d l{ome is (r".!'.
t}:at prison loses its terrors for a girl ivho ]ras gone ttrcieft"n)
once , even on renand, an:.d nam}. aftey' a l,treeli of ttris
experience , ask to ire allowed to do a slior"t terr: sentence
instead of t?:e longer periorl o:fl Proba'iion - not realisina,:
or wisirin$ to - ti:e ultimate result. As long as girl
ean be trcepi out of pr"ison shc ira"s a g;reat fear of it and
aa.1,r be deterrerl from evil by its inagineC .runisiulents.
l,'rhen tire actu.ality has been experienced by even a term of
seven days, ti:.e s1:e11 is broken anrl the ci;lpr.it find.s
pr'ison not as had as tvas anticiprated.. ?he fear has }:een
removed; she cloes not nind verl,. much havlng to go tl:ere
CL{)d, )- lr .

SPE CI AII SE.D 1i'&Eiifi,,iEl{t .

fne ne csssit;7 for uore up to &,te and adeE.Late
taaciiinery for d'&dling with g;iz'l offer:ders betvreer: the
ages of 16 and 21 yea:'s" fhe establisluaent of a Borstal
for gi:i:ls iras often been advocated, btrt \,vas s.plrarently
eonsidered irnpractic::b1e. As a modification ii s:rould
be possible to aruilngep s&)r iv'itii cne of ti:e ellgious Orders
to condu*ct a }Iome subject to Go.rernment ins;oection and
restri-eting admission so that none other than cases from
the courts would be eligible. Some edu.catlonal fac:i.lities
sl:oulC be available in the forn of occasional ler:tures etc.,
and a good general all-:round trai"i:i-ng sl:ou.ld be provided.,
the aim ireinE io give tLe girls &s yv'iCe an interest as
possibIe, 

-housewifer=.1r, dressmarring, gardening i':.nr1 poultry-
kceping, for exa;:i1:Ie would be highly sultable subje cts 3or
stud".T anC occupatlon. e Sovernrnent grant trould. necessarily
be entailed., brrt ti:.e functioning of such a iiome, if conducted-
on ar:prcvecl l1nes, lvould save tne state much of the money
no'n: expenried in th',: rnalntenance ln prlson of rne,n;r lvno mi6iht
never have haci to be sentenced, 1f in 'crie ear-ly stage of--
t.i:eir: rlminal c&reer they had tlie advantage of a peiiod
ln such a .'ione.

?ire perioi of detention s;:ould not be less than one
;'.rear nor' ulore tt:an i}:ree )re.:frs, an* aach inn:ate; ort leavi-ng
t-rre l{o:ne s}iould be u:tder soiile for.,i of licence oi- resiraint
for: a 1re;r'iod of from tl:ree to six mor.rths according to their
age aird indlvid:-;"a1 circumstances 5:his ccul* best be
effected ]:12 personirl supervislon, sucli as blr voluntary aJ,'ter-
no7 a



B.

rn considerinr'a tr"is suggesi;ion lt,ibe fou-nd practicalto ai:proach il:e Sisters of Charity of ,*t,. r/inceni Oe pauf
ruitir a vien to i?. possible tra.nsfei of fl:ei::vvr urr .j. v-Le!r LU lf, poss]-Dte tra,nsl.er oi. t]:ei:: iienrie tta ;;t.ILose !l i;-place ouiside the c:-ty lvirere oppolrtunities vuouoppolr tuni tie s yyor.rl-d
CIe avz-ilable ,f'or irai-nlng i:: agricultural" pursuits inedditi-on to tire oti.rer sutr;ects.- no:,l,*ily provicled.

rn sueh a development t}:"e sisters might be induced
to. open three separate seglions : ( f") A F.eraa::rl i{ome;(z) A liome f"or.i":i.typg"frrr*sent}y catered for fuitrf, f;;r,,,;.orand lviin tire additional "subjects'i (j) ;i. Ilome for ;;?i;i'ri,'"o are headlng for tir* inmorar life'r';ust- *tu"ii"g;'"career on t]:.e streets.

Girls of Li:c l*tte:: t.ri;e consti-tute e serio*sp-robler:: at il:e non:ent. ;i large--proportlon of fl:iese caseson first ailpe ara.nee in court are 
-. f,rtnri 1n a bad s"bate ofven+real- cisease ::equirlnS:; prol0nged tre*tnent. sincein a frrst convictlcn the -cour:t has power onl_y to trr-flict a fine af l+a/{ ar one month's imprisonnlni-r*( Themaxinruin. ) sucli a senten** ,oorid ,,ot* iirr* tfune fo''a::ryefi'e ctlve medieal t:"eatroent even if siicti rrere avaitabte1n pr'ison . il:erefo::e tire course gei:erarly aacpteJ- wtre=ethere is a reason?,!I. irgi:9 of r"roral,' ,ecta.,abtlon is to placetls si{1 on probation rvlt:r a clndition of reslaence, -ttre'

H1?." designate d being the ilestr:orel-and I,ocli iiosptial.
.lli? course, ho'*ever seldom proyes entir.ely satilfactory,
llecar-r-se even if,_,u^ ^gir1 on probation and unrler. il:e supe?{r:_eionof a Pr'obation officer, asks ti:e lfedlcal ufficer ror nerdlscii*rge f:rix ,los,oitair h* -rvill givJ ii to her although
she- maJr be far from l;elL an1c1 nag 6,rve been only a fewweelrs, oI lessr unriev t:'eatinent*i.=;hen she real-l],. need-s afev',, monthsf colrrss of inju-ctions.

'Jhe hospital is a voluntary instrtutlon a::ct has nopower.io- compel patlents to renain. :r gi-rl thus obtainingiigr.dlsci:.arge may ao so contrar/-{o tj:re express insiructionsof the Frobation ufflcer, or r,r,iir.:out pri-or intin:ation ofiles' inte;:tion. Qhe rnar:,/ be ir:.duced io sta;r in tj:E-r*giorl
9f itisy nostel at -(b }lareourt ut. ail"d fror: u::,ere may contipueto aitei:d hospital- as an e:rtern i:atient, or she ma.v leave theirostel ( that-is if slie ,goes tnere eLt "ir)- ;t;"j;*''"J**. toattend. i:ospital, r'etuz:n to her former life aird siion becomea dangerous source of infection. yet if si,ie appears i-ncour't on a simllar ch:rge or on s" r,larrailt for i:rbach of?robatlon *:d ls convi6ted - it is onry a flrst convictlonanri nrist }:,ave a*r option o:-. fine ol: rule" oj' balt .u,,,hj-cj: pr.ovlde
tire- loophole for escape from everl a short sentence. f}:enumber. g{ sirrs in }ublin suffering from. venereal disease
3nA,- {a!}lng to ta;re . pro-per trea;ti,r*nT i-s alarming.could ti:e slste's tnere?ore provide f.'or an approprlate clinicln tire sectlon of tlie above luggested sectioir-.,.*rlre thls
t-,-trpe of. girl mlgi:t be sent a:rcl-irhere rliscnarge lvou.ld not be
Biven until medlcal treatment ,u-*u corcplete. " these girrs ofcoul'se sllould be obliged to worl< and- iollov,r ti":.e reir,oiationsof t}:g system llrhich fo:r il:is type s.rior.rl<l lncl-ude pii.lrsicarexe::cises, r1ri11 €tc, s-nd if pbssibJ-e outdoor o*"upii{ion1n tire endeavour to turn tireir,mlnrjs io otirer,!qa.,.rs of livingth*n thc one ,,j:ich tit,:;yr had, begun to practise.
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[o r"aise a ]ast lrolnt 1n :"eiation .i;o rlou::t Urde: oii ^is tlat any. Orc1er lni;de 
..shoi_r.1r.i- be cap*ble of be i;;'"'enfo:"ced anrl sjrould be enf'orced. For ixa:aple ii e--!trrls J:or-rn'i ovrr T?r-l&+ra.r'.ars, orls of wi:icir i; io-;ru--uri*rtin a iione seresls.i]c6jirt, and fl:e otrrlr ir: lr.er o*i h;;u

:.;-ncier _h9r parents 'i su;,-ervlsion or prohation, steps---si:oulrl be .'ta}<en'to see t]:Ert ilre L:..tter conrhtlon isobr:erved., o$herwise fite law become s an object or--ridicule. A feur years ago w,ien an ordei of thiskind v;as r:ia.ij-e, tire Et}r ln q[es.Lion went tc irer ]r;;;in ti:e coiur-Lry, havfn,li co,:pfe ted tlie fi::st Jr.-ar iri *"c11rl:roved Hoiee . inste;:,rl of ::emainin,tl as oydered b, {t;*court, lmcle:r i:er moth,3r,s si.tperv:Lslon at hon:e foranotirer v{':ar" s}re reft hone, apparently wlth her parents,knowledgs ani, consent a;:.d *6rr{-io ;i"gi:."a. ?hat ther:at'i,er lvas ever rru$stiCIned by tl.ie auii:"oritle s isextr"r:mely u-nJ-iket;r, ccnsi.1erii:g- tiitit no ili:r,ticular
iliirson ltas r;rade responsiirle ioi scein.; ilrat tir.e orclerrrras caytled out. ,i,n apt exanple of t[e s.l.,,,in,_. thai--trri/hi:t is eve;:yboriyts bus:ness is nobod;rt" b"*i";;;;',

I{OTE.
It sl:ot:ilrl nor be infer,::ed from tlie fo::ego:ing

memorandurn thai; 1t is intend-ed h:r ti:,e sug;qested'-ii;#_vations ihet criminals are tc be'pampererl or, crlmecondoned by the provisi-on o-:-* wirat railnt srpear to beadvantages for offenders above tiros6 enjoyed by-ti:era"nlr and. :ii"l-e lvho are not rn:w-breakers. fire iltes iuto provid.e adecluate treatment for those in neer1 oi it
?I,i to give them :,',ftai the"v lack in ch*.racter io urr*bbthein to o-rerc')m(-. t.he disa.h.vanta.ges in vririci: tl:elrenvi-ronnent or. u,r:hri.r:;r:inil nay ilJys p1acerL il:em.
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