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Girls appearing before the Central Criminal
Court on charges of igfanticide, murder, or manslaughter,
r concealment of birth, are in the majority of cases
from country districts, often from isolated places in

the West. Their ages vary from 17 yrs., or perhaps
vounger, to 39 yrs., the greater number being oetween

17 and 25 years.

In most instances they are first offenders, i.e.,
‘naver previously charged with a ciminal offence, though
_certain percentage have previously given birth to one
oi more illegitimate children. As a class the majority
spring from the ordinary labouring family, some from
the decent small farﬂer, a few from the riff-raff of

e

the small town back street population.

The majority of these girls have been employed as
domestic servants, either in country districts near
their own homes, or in provincial towns, and a small
proportion may have met their "fate" when thus
employed in Dublin, or other cities.

CAUSES.

The cause of the downfall of these girls may
be as varied as the types. Very often in the case
of the younger girls the cause may be traced in the
first instance to ignorance which left them an easy
prey to the snares of the first unscrupulous man who
cared to take advantage of them. Particularly is
this the case with young country girls who "get into
trouble" in Dublin where their inexperience is easily
recognised and readily exploited by the depraved types
who are always seeking such victims v1tﬁ impunity. =
Older girls, or women, are very often led astray by
the promise of marriage.

Environment is an important factor to be reckoned
with and must be considered when dealing with criminals
of any description. Perhaps more crimes could be
traced to existence in unfavourable surroundings where
the atﬂospvﬁ“e is polluted with vice of various kinds
than to hereditary we%uLeoses such as inebrie+V, insanity
or immorglity, which may often appear the obvious causes

The actual commission of the crime of infanticide
may very often be traced to the fact that by some
strange series of circumstances the girl's pregvancy
has remained a secret up to the last. TFor exampl in
a large proportion of cases, these crimes are GOJ +ted
in the residence of the girl's employer, who had failed
to notice her condition. It is easy to see why a girl
is driven to such a tragic act - extreme mental gtrain,
a terrible fear of discovery, depression and the
necessity for guarding her secret - all play their part.



The girl, as one of them declared to me, may have

no knowledge of her real condition for a considemable
time, and having discovered it becomes bewildered,
even desperate. Fearing instant dismissal if her
condition becomes known, she says nothing and just
carries on until the baby is born. Then in the frenzy
of a moment and still trying to cover up her shame,
she kills her child.

llany of these crimes would have been prevented
if the condition of the girls was known to their
employers beforehand, or to some person of respon-
sibility who would take the necessary steps to safe-~
guard themn. The same applies to cases occurring
in the girls' own homes to which they have either
returned shortly hefore the event, or may have been
home and menaged to conceal their condition from
unsuspectis

g parents or family. Had they but
confided in somebody trustworthy, they would never
have appeared in Court on such a charge.

Perhaps very many of these gi i
have fallen if they had heen given at least
idea of the facts of life before being
the world at the tender age of 1 or
propose reformative treatment for a girl who has
murdered her unwanted infant is a far more serious
and difficult problem than that which arises in the
provision of some attempt to prevent the fall of the
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girl in the first instance.

)

Girls who have been brought up in Industrial
Schools ( and the same is true of most Primary Schools)
and who not infrequently come before the Courts on
one charge or another, have often told the Probati on
Officer that they received no preparation whatever
calculated to help them in the vital matters of SeX.
Neither did they get any instruction of = practical
nature concerning courtship and marrisce. Frequently
they attribute their downfall to their lack of know-
ledge of these things. How far this neglect of
essential moral training may be held responsible for
our "unmarried mother" problem is worthy of serious
consideration and investigation . (See Note below.)

I A MATET
TREATMENT.
St I L

The treatment of convicted girls in the category

under discussion , and other categories, whether if be
the serving of a prison sentence,penal servitude, or
residence in an institution under the care of a religious
order, is lacking in any preconceived constructive

system of reform calculated to deal effectively with

the problem along modern lines.,

PRISON.,

Apart from the fact that punishment - an essential
element in criminal reform -~ is imposed, that the public
is safeguarded and the girl deprived of her liberty, there
is little advantage to the State in sentencing a girl
to a term of imprisonment under our existing system, for
the system ig lacking in fundamentale.

We have also to consider that the women charged with such offences as
anticide are far less guilty than the larger numbers in the nore exalted
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Prison (contd.)

For examp 1 th, prison
B ucational
TlCth a1 occ
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No fac 11T,9

of venereal dise

Yo blood tests ( necessary in certain

suspected cases of QlS@mo@-)

No oiganiSQd system of #fter-care of
ex-prisoners.

(These shortcomings, it should be noted, are in no
way the fault of the Prison Governor or staffs.)

Perhaps the greatest disadvantage of the system
is that pung girls, even while on remand, are able
to meet and converse with hardened ofLPnarfq "doing
‘time", whose vile influence is seen in the changed
attitude of the newcomer, even after a_fgw days. In

AL W)
my experience of f:o}atgon work, I A1Vf yet rcuqd a
first offender eal

I ly benefiting from ) prison sentence,
but on the contrar y have seen many young tlf?é become

embittered, hafdened and morally decadent as the result
of ass ocJ@u¢Qn.wlcb %he depreved characters who form
the normal population of our prisons. lloreover, this

first term of imprisonmen , especially if a short one,
is usually the UTeluoc uo many another and soon the
girl becomes an "incorrigible type."

AFTER=CARE .

Lack of an organis: ys - after-care of
ex-prisoners (female) sponsit to some
exent for a large p*opo tion of these second and
third convictions — not to mention the don81qerable
nunjer of confirmed offenders.

However a st rt has nowbeen made in Dublin
where a group of Approved Lady Visitors has recently
been org ~“1Led under the direction of the Catholic
f_wolaln with the object of visiting the female

p13004cf% in xouutjoj and of ;Ltylﬂb in touc

them as far as possible when discharged. In accor-
dance with the rules of cganiggtion to which

these 1& vy visitors belong, their work is voluntary
anﬁ is of @veat in the moral and spiritual
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e n @1 aW“v when they are able to do effective
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TIONS OR HOMES.

from the Probation System ( n
f case that comes before
t)=the only alternative t
edient of sending the g
1der the care of religi
isanee, or under the res
ison sentence . I menti
ready stated there is no
tiation a well-planned, a
gtem of reform in kEPUiﬁ@ with modern

Heither are such Homes or Institutions
I« 5

pection from any Government department-
ential /u’h*ulOﬂ in "gpproved homes" elsewhere.



The difficulty arises in that the Homes are
voluntary, i.e., conducted according to the rules &
he particular order in charge, and not in receipt

any Government grant, except in one instance where
very small per aﬁaum s allowed.
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This is OUR L T i
t offenders Pprovided they are no
2 e
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wnich accepts fi
T imm ‘g,

In addition to thes irls who
are Dl“CQd the H"e supervision of a Probation
Officer, the ts the '"better types" among
girls “ﬂary d with 1nia t¢01dﬁ and kindred crimes.

Begides the "court cases” are in the Home, a

@]

number of young & sen ] on & Voldht?fv
arrangement by parents, guardians, social workers etc.
This is the only Home in Dublin catering chiefly
for ‘ls of an age group from 18/2l yrs. or thereabouts,
% |

few exceptions on either end of the scale. 1In

Home has an advantage over other institutions.
And also in the fact that the idanagement has a preference
for Court caces.

which
“ed in
1e¢ kitchen

most of th
the work Ioom,
helping with the ng Ca t ' and cleaning.
A general an—rouL; traini ing is no p OVWd for
example a girl who is sent to work in the thchen, or
in the laundry on a n1851on ig likely to remain at
that particular wor Hﬂilt in the Home.

Neither are orﬁlna 7 educational facilities
provided.

There are limited opportunities for readi
and recreation,in the form f music, danci
appears to be adequate. Sundays the
out together for wa are various
duri the year in th a pic-nic
and vigits to other Houses of the

T Charity of iu,Vln“en= de Paul, as well
visits to the Pantomimes around Christmas.

On leaving the the completion of
the prescribed period on or other Court
order, each girl (unless Kol is placed in a
situation as domestic ¢ rv@mt i id in one of

=0
ity, end is

the hospitals or 1not1uuﬁlona in th ity,
it FOL house

supplied with a suitable and full ot
and outdoor wear

Lere, ao&cveL, the after-care nless the

Trel J sens to bhe gtill under the gion ofa
obation Yfficer for a furtherperiod outside the
Home, or unless she continues voluntarily to visit

the Home on her evenings off.

On the whole, results from this Home are
fairly satisfactory. The girls are given the
advamtaze of g fresh start without the stigma of
a prison seatence and many of them definitely make

good.,



Better results , however, might be expected fxuom

a more general all-round tralnlng by the introduction
of occasional lectures by Pomoetcnt speakers on
subjects of educational value and by adequate provision
for after-care, such as a club for aaqt inmates

THE MAGDALEN ASYLUMS OR PENITENTIARIES.

These represent the only other type of
institution where these erls maybe accepted as
an alternative to lmprlbonnent. Here again the
great difficulty arises in lack of any specialised
trnlmlng calculated to permanently reclaim thesubjects
of court orders and give them a fresh start in life .
Another agpect ic if the subjeet is difficult- to

hendle and unbiddable she will not be kept.

In these Homes girls and women of all classes,

ages and types work side by side. There is no
minimum or maximum age-limit and one may find a

girl still under sixteen subgect to the same regulation
enﬂ doing the same type of work as the woman of 50
60 years who has been through the "world" and
has decided to give the remainder of her life to
atone for her ev11 WaYS.

Again the educational facilities are absent
and the only "trgining" (in the physical sense) is
the OIu“ﬁaTV routine work of the insftitution which
always includes a public laundry, sewing, mending

and cleani: The supervigion is strict and the
religious atmosphere and moral training provide a
barrielP against contamination not available in
prison treatment. Thig religious trﬁliln however
is directed with the purpose of lea the subjects
to a permanent renunciation of the wo 1& and to a
life of penance in the particular institution, in
¢cborﬁuuce with its rules. All very laudahla, but
the type of girls undergoing

hardly appropriate for the

a court sentence for a serious crinme, that
with very rare exceptions none such am of
remaining on in a Home voluntarily @erid&

of detention has expired.

In keeping w of renunciation is
failure to equi t: for suitable
in the worl very exceptions
g n Asylum will obtain a situation ot a girl
on lvaV1n4 ens hi olicy may be
justified in the ment for it by the
different Yrders in rge , i.e. that a reference
from a Magdalen Asrlum is no help to anyhody.

1) I, de A
The recult is

on the world after

close supervision, v

give her a fresh chance

Lef witi 01t frigﬂu, with little or no money, )1us
the handicap of no reference or recommendation,

P
what is sucu a girl to do? Seldom will her fdlej,
if she has one, welcome her home, and even if they
do, she may refuse to return hone. It is obvious
that sle ncedb, now more than ever , sonc sympathetic
friend e-pdble of ad vising and directing her, and

where possible finding her suitable eMﬂloymant
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in Court
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prison eformativessysten’ for Ic”alv d”llﬁqu@ﬂus

suffer £ y defe Chiefly the items that call

for immediate attention ares: -

the
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The setting up of a properly cons Remand
Home for ;1IJ is egsential. The onl establ-
1 being at present is at St.d , Wnhitehall,
may only be used for Juven it is

vr S ¥ -
1n as much as it is not
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in i and may
order e s Tar
from the pup ol, they

.

i
le Iblfvat”ﬂ to a por
by the latter, for i
rement not to be “OTMend

uaala, if a girl onmemand i for ili
onaidered by & r an undesirable
ne " H ', she ma; s ent (without
sanction) to the liagdalen Asylum a
he girl is &ill a juvenile and pe
ial of such offences as house-breakir
Very often these girls are subjects
atory School — St.Joseph's,Limerick.

f and when they have been Oommlcued to 146 Reformatory
Scnool, the lanager learns that they have spent even
week High Park ( i.e. the liagadalen Home and hot
he "Eemand Home™) tlcV‘;ﬂ?“l Bongzer considered
‘Suitable subjects for St.Joseph's, and they are
ediately transferred to the Good Shepherd Convent
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Qd‘ﬂlﬂjﬁh. Scarcely a fair start for young girls
under 16 years hitherto may not have had immoral

tendencies. !



D8 even a Sthﬂtel afpumen+
e . %

a ne”aﬂa HOWD omes from the +
in untjoy for the CGQMUthhoi ﬁf the
Ty S ogirl offe&del. These have hden

a Possibility of association with T'é
types oI prisoners who even 1n a brie 2,
do much to induce the newcomer to abandon good intentions
nd to follow ( probably without realising it) the down-

ack o 5 es for the pgovision of
utely definite medical reports. Indefinite
of t se when dealing with certain

$t$i11 another argument in favour of the Remadd Home is (
o .

that prison 1ouVs its terrors for a gir has gone ,acreﬁm*/
once , even on remand, and many after a of thlo

eAJvrluLLe " asx to Je allowed to do a 1 sentence
instead o 2 riod of Probat

realising

or wish imate feqult girl

can be -~;- t of prison she has it and
3 d : SR 7i its shmentsg.
When = exper g term of
seven Vs cen and finds
prison not icipated. has been
removed; s! ery much havir go there -

again.

The necsssity for more up to date and adequate
machinery for(deallnv Wlt girl offenders between “the
ages of 16 and 21 yvu¢s, The establishment of a Borstal
for girls has often been advocated, bmt was apparently
considered impracticable. As a modification it should
be possihble to arrange, say with one of the ®ligious Urders
to conduct a Home subject to Government inspection and

<

none other than cases from
Some educational facilitie

: ,dmlsblon go that
the courts would be eligible
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should he av&17able in tce rm of occasional lectures etc.,
and a 3 | neral all-round training should be provided,
the o%: > to give the girls as wide an interest as
pos~,\ , housewifery,dressmaking, gardening and poultry-
keeping, for exs WSQAB be h ly suitable subjects far

study and occupation. A Government grant would necessarily

be entailed, but the functioning of such a Home, if conducted

on approved lines, would save the State much of the money

now expended in the maintenance in pri of many ‘"o might

H”VQ” have had to be sentenced, if early st
Clrcrlnlnal career they had t¢e I

in such a Home,

he period of detention should not be less than one
more than il S grs, and aach inmate, on leaving

o]

ne form of licence or rest
to six nontrs according

cumstances . This could best
upervision, such as by voluntary

1 individual
ed by persona.
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lon it,be found practical

I ity of St Vincent de Paul
with a view to a possible fer of their Henrietta St.
Home to 2 place outside the ity where opportunities would
be available for training in agr

In considering this su
to approach the Sisters of

addition to the other subjects normally provided.

In such a development might be induced

to open three separate sections : ( A Remand Home;
&

Ser (D wr 0'3

k.
(2) A Home for the types*presentdy catered for but larger
N & 1. N . ) i N 2 2 e g o - e
and with the additional subjects; (3 A Home for girls

who are heading for the immoral life - Just starting a
carcer on the streets,

Girls of the latter type constitute a serious
problem at the moment. A large proportion of these cases
on first appearance in court are found in a bad state of
venereal disease requiring prolonged treatment. oince
in a first conviction the Court has power only to in-
flict a Tfine of LO/¥ or one month's imprisonment y { The
maximum.) such a sentence would not give time for any
effective 'medical treatment even if such were available
in prison . Therefore the course generally adopted where
there is a reasonable hope of moral reclamation is to place
the girl on probation with a condition of residence, the-
place designated being the Westmoreland Lock Hospital.,
This course, however seldom proves entirely satisfactory,
because even if a girl on Probation and under the supervieion
of a Probation Officer, asks the Medical Yfficer for her
discharge from hospital, he will give it to her although
she may be far from well and may have been only a few
weeks, or less, under treatment when she really needs a
few months' course of injections.

The hospital is a voluntary institution and has no
power to compel patients to remain. A girl thus obtaining
her discharge may do go contrary to the express instructions
of the Probation Yfficer, or without prior intimation of
her intention. She may be induced to stay in the Legion
of lay hostel at 76 Harcourt St. and from there may continue
to attend hospital as an extern patient, or she may leave the
hostel ( that is if she goes there at all) , may cease to
attend hospital, return to her former life and soon become
a dangerous source of infection. Yet if she appears in
Court on a similar charge or on a warrant for breach of
Probation and is convicted - it is only a first conviction
and must have an option of fine or rule of bail which provide
the loophole for escape from even a short sentence. The
number of girls in Dublin suffering from venereal disease
and failing to take proper treatment is alarming.

Could the sisters therefore provide for an appropriate clinic
in the section of the above suggested section where this

tyve of girl might be sent and where discharge would not be
given until medical treatment was -complete. These girls of
course should be obliged to work and follow the regulations
of the system which for this type should include physical
exercilses, drill etc. and if possible outdoor occupation

in the endeavour to turn their minds to other ways of living
than the one vhich they had begun to practise.




COURT ORDERS.

To raise a last point in relation to Court Urders,
it is that any Order made should be capable of ~ being
forced and s;ould be enforced. For example if a girl
15 bound over Tor years, one of which is to be spent
in a Home selected court, and the other in her own homne
under her parents ¥ supervision or probation, steps
should be ctgken-fto see that the lstter condition is
obgeerved. bgqerw1se the Law becomes an object of
ridicule. A few years ago when an order of this
kind was made, the girl in question went to her hom
in the covntfy, having completed the first year in an
approved Home. Instead of remaining as ordered by the
court, under her mother's Oﬂporvision at home for
another year, she left home, apparently with her parents!'
knowledge and consent and went to unH1 nd. That the
matter was ever questioned by the authoriti
extremely unlikely, considering that no
person was made responsible for seeing that the order
was carried out. An apt wamyl~ of the saying that
"What is everybody's business is nobody's business.

NOTE.

It &b
memorandum the
vations that criminals are to be pamper
condoned by the provision of what might ap;
advantages for offenders ahove those enjo
rank and file WﬂO dfe not lux~oreake S Th
to b?@VldP adequate treatment for thooe in nee
and to give them what +ncv lack in character to enabdk
them to overcome the di sadvanu¢ges in which their
environment or upbringing may have placed then.

¢ e inferred from the foregoing
t it is intended by the suggested inno-
ed or crime

a 2 to be
by the
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Probation Officer.



