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Daer Father Abbet,

R o)
gotten ao far bahind In answcri.g lottera that I've resolved to writs on
lettor a day until I've caug ;%Lg, I feol somewhat less gullty.as far ag— -
you are “concernod since Slstar Vincent told me thet she sends you perlodic
reports on my coendition, Sha can cervalnly ~ive you a c¢learer picture of
my preogresy than I could, In fact, I kave the dark suspicion that when I
leava this place, if anyone sver again aakn mo, "How do you feel?" I shall
happily airangle himl After nine months 1t's atill difficult for'm to
gnewer that question, Some daya I think Ilve p“ca"ssscd othrar days I fasl

Cbviously, latter-writing lan't cne of my fondeat occupations, but I've

gufé"zieé”géﬁtéﬁ Worse. And ao It goea., I thought when I wasa tranaforred
to an open hall, things would get better, But I'm not too sure now, Baing
on an open hall imnosua more rosponaih*lity ont the patient md elsc mors

'©?§6%t?ﬁftiéﬁ"row Tegrassing aod wishdrawing For the past fow wooks I've

had the ewl* g that I was wiuhd“aw‘ﬁ. mora " than I should, but at leass I'm
fact and also I kanow why I was withdrewing and some of the
doefenzes 1 waﬂ using; s o maybe all isn't lost, Although the poinu hasn't
coma. undar curarul a¢rutiny az yet in the process of therapy, I feel 3;yrx;13
that asucdenzful treatment mus nvolva my attituds to verd thae p?iﬁj thood and
raligieua lifa, P "%q)s ijch@L rapy will indicate that I should seek a
*"peﬂ.ntioz At this point I don!'s think I know myself woll ﬁnaﬁ“" te make

*

Lo T
such a decluion, In puas‘ww I might remark that the laast time I sew Tr.
McNamara atbt Sartell

heo ﬂ“‘gﬁ& tad that I sheould think seriously of laledzing.
remember thd suggestion Infuriated and frightened me, Now, however, when
think of the P03"1H4zftv of leaving the ﬂ"lesghood it doosn't "ri”ﬁ_ar
me; in fact, it usually causes a senge of relief., Snz the natura of “hi
gengs of "le'u"" in what causes me some concarn., Is Zeev*np tho prisatheod
another way of escaring resgensibilisy and commisfment or Rdss am I really
sycholog &,4‘1~ :nzu{ta& for the reiiglcus life? As yet I cannot bone%*iy
stions about mysalf muat f"sx ba
“

ore baslc g
neouras xng Lo “now that Slatsr Vincent 2la wa ars
heart of ithe dilemma, The big Lanfer, ?cx;"?~1
par ir:tr Yo problom the patlent goesn; the mors zain-
’ﬁﬁd’; patiant 18 to fight th psyshlatriss,
1ousgl ca T prasent condttion,
Aquinas kasps me up t¢ dalts on 1ifa at the Abbey; aa doos my copy of Tre
Racord. I would be gratelul L you could nend me a copy ol The Sag. <re
dedication of zba new library muat have baon a muwsrable occaaion. I was
delightf{ully surprlsed by tna oditorial of Larry Haeg in the isaze of the
Record lmedia u“lj vﬂisw to tho dedization, It was certainly candid, F&r,
Siivan wrote me about the intanded dedlzation carioniss at 8%, Augustine!s.
I wish I could have boon thers; I miss the Bahamas quite & bit. Fr. Meinrad
paid me 8 surprise vialt sons. weaeks a*c, sponding several hoursg Srice
also stopped off on his way to a meszing at LU,

Today, the feast of cr~u; Christi, 1s being celebrated with 1liturgicsl
Lot o]

pomy and aplendor at Seton, This nurnin; ubo“a was a High Masaa and this

ovening thare will bo an wv“uoO“ procnssion in what {3 called the "Ross

P

Cirele." The rrocession will include the Knizhts of Columbus in full draas,
the cdoctora, the patients, the ja: ﬁtaﬂs,
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the nurses, the student nurges,
the maintenance men, the waltresses, the '-z'xi'i'z, and all thoe “c,.:xvi.wu o

the &'»Pﬁ%‘ﬂui@ﬂ%ﬂ, From remarks that hava bosn d“ooﬁod about Corpus Christl

Pt

procesalona in past vears, I'wve concluded that anything less than She pra-
gance of Fope Paul will ou“'a‘hly ha nn:i—ﬁiimnnL.‘ Tho nsaistans aupar-
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visor of tho plauco 12 & nun whe has & manla for artificial Ilowara, Today



" four or five patioents,

o~

gark with [lowaers, and the place has all the

ahu'!s gone complete er
ortuary chapel,

1y b
warmth of a well-lkopt m

Holy Week was inbterostiing here. n Holy Thursday thirteen of the prilests-
patients concelebratad, tho first time Soton,ﬁad witnoessod a concealedbration,
I volunteanred to help wiuh thoe mus*c for Holy Week (another indication of
how_seriously sieck I am). Tho "choir! was womposed of about eight nuns.and .
Wa practiaod nishily for about s week, The reaults
more closely regembled & Watual tribal celebration than tho chanta of the
Roman Church. When Sister Ambrose, the administrator, romarked on Easter
Sunday evening that the muaic during Holy Wedk waa the best she had ever
heard at Saton, I had some black uhcugh:a a1 to her competency in running
a paychiatric fnstitutionl I tbink tkoumn the highpoint of the services
was the singing of the Exulteb in zlish by a priest from New Jersey, who

did a tremendous Job.

You undoubtedly heard of the death of Fr. Kieran Connolly, a priest-patient
from St, Mainrad's, I had gotten to know him falrly well; in fact, we had
baen bowling together the day of his death, He had made a great imprussion
on the patienta who got to know him, About two woeks ago a patient I had
been on cloased hall with for some time hanged himself, It's difficult to
doacribo the offect such a thing has on tha patients, Such an incident
perhaps symbolizes the mysterious quallty of emoticnal disorders., A patien
with whom you live closely and sdiom you think you know suddenly aays or

does thse unexpected or bizarre. Althouzh I should be accustomed to such
behavior after nine montha here, I {ind “it stlll disturbs me and ue=aliw pgven
cavses me to question my own sanity on occasion, In spite of the fect
that I know being hers 13 for my owh good, the place still deprassﬂ& th

hell out of me and the frequent urgs to leave i3 vary strong. But I J«JPO“O
this {3 all part of what 1s known as psychotharacy.

I was genuinely shocked to hear of ths death of ¥Fr. Clarus., He had been
very kind to ms, and I know I caused ninm quite a bit of pain.
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Please give my regards $to Fr, Prior and Fr. John, and to the Community
If any of the monks ave ocut this wey during the summer, Itd llke very
J , b 18  Tp =Y

much Lo ses them, God bleas you and ths Community, Father Abbot, bz
Q

prayer that 111 have the guts to seec &
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fally yours in Christ,
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