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»

Vost hev. James L. Connolly, Dl
Sishop of Fall River

Chancery Office

Fzll) River, lass.

9

lost Reverend and dear Bishop Connwlly,

T wish herewith to give official po*wfapﬁesnn ol the &re
rival here of Father James “crter. {ontact was mude
with this office last Sunday by Fr. Paul Ehanlev, dip-
sty W“‘

cese of Spzton.
r. Shexley indicated that promot actic 5 nesessary.
sng that he hag no;gg;gg;ggwgge marver with voeur office.
tolé Fr. Shaniey to send fr. Forter on ang that I
would clear the matier with you following his srriva
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orier has piven me & sumpary outling of his provlem.
e aﬁ? Your Zx cexléncy, for. an mnm:&axwo X your
s with regerd to r. Forver. I& he is to remein

, we are prepared to put him intlo the hanfsg
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. Tt will be our hope to help fr. Porver reach, if that is
' “possiile, a cure for his problen,”  Failing that, we would
/z”_‘ hope to be g:ven elear outlines of the fields of his sefe
oﬁl (;A priestly agtivity. Armed with this information, we may
ve of sowe assistance in finding priestly work for this

3"011!1[‘; p?:-egt ¥

<& await your instructions about .the disposition of this
case. ‘

Sl Dl Swnns o, S.F. - Sup. 000146
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September 1 1967

-

Raverend William B, Swanson, 5.7,
Yiz Coeld . o
Jemes. Springs, New Hexico

My Degr Father Swansoni

Thenk you for your communication of hugust 2k, 1967, in reference

%o Reverend James Porter.

T hed earlier discouraged Father Porter from going all the ey to.
the Southwast, feeling ihat he would get therapy 4in Boston, even
though, I sikagadnil, ne has worn out his welcome in one of the

institutions.to which I hed assigued him two or mOPe  YORXS 8g0.

Now he is with you. I hope and pray that you nsy be able to help
him, but if my exparience meany ing, it may not be pasy.
Above all things, T thisk he should be siielded from amyone, old
or young, troubled with hiy weskness. He has long expressed &u
interest in helping old people, Parbaps this mey be the key o
wis cure., He is a bighly gympathetlc man, kind by nature, who

with your help and God's grace might mucceed in being sll things

1o old people, &b Leaat,- for the sake of Christ.

Pelipve me, with desp apprecistion of Pather Goraldts work and
all the traditions of Via Coell, I remaln,

. Davotedly youra in Christ,

(Most Reversnd) James L, Comolly
Bishop of Fall River

 JLCrtdh

P.5, I make mi:}ﬁlf razslponn‘;bla for his wipensss..
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PIEHOR'SE HOUSE
Ins HIGHLAND avenv i ’
7t RIVER, HAT EAGHUBLEYTE

I Dcvober 9th.,1968

Big Execellioney Nost “ev.Jamern F. D?YlS, D.D.,
Aprghrighop of Eante Fe,

e vk

Kew MenleO.

5. Forter, of the Fall Tiver Diow

ag beer rooifent BR yia Coeld, and Ville FPius ¥IX Jor

gese
TS CADTE OF RO My ndvises me that he wishes to appedl to
vee for o agclonunent An rour surdsdietion. fie will no doubt

have recgsnencation from Hoae of the Fathers of the Paracleoves

T oréained Father Porter on April 2nd.,1960. ‘thia ui

years,. he hed three a:‘oinnmanzﬁ, ¥e has & preat deal of kindness;

was wvell mrecdzted by sick and aged people. He was fasthful to

duvies. His trouklc was boys. With cond ciderabie athletic prowess,

hur L% pruVﬁd his dovwnfall., Alter vws rRin

he appealed o thie young,

ann weeesfars fult stort of correcting him, I sent him 1o

I can &5C'r$ ;n, he haa COﬁdQC»ed himw

e e

T am concerned, 10 nced he nouue‘iinu of on
~nesvre him ag one; of our diocesan

pricsts, Aowey r, il he CED we helpful ©o ihe Archdiocese of

T chesrfully endorse his a 1dce
7

vipm. ke fav oas I onsn judge B haz improved much, since he went

Telieve wme, ¥ATH ev- Ty send and k&n%zgiﬁk{i;/ //3”j
S

Stneerely ”cur,fﬁ,w%xo.,w ;
// / / At
’;‘xymw‘{" Y‘q { Ri\(c;‘ .
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jenszz Seasnes, New Mesico 87025

re: REV. JAaMES R. PORTER

2r. Rev. Reginald M. Barrette
Chancellor
Divcese of Fall River

Fall River, Mass. 02722 Aug. 5, 1969

Right Reverend and Dear Monsignor:

Thank you for yours of Augs 1, in which you direct a check in rhe amount of
gixzy dollars for the professional services of pr., John F. McCarthy, MN«D.,

STTRL .

psychiatrist, for professional services rendered Fr. James Porc

To supply you with a recenl report on Fr, Porter's activities is relevively
simple. He has been a.very active young priest. We receive a larze number
of requests for supply work during the summer, and I have not hegitated vo
¢all upon Fr. Porzer in each of these instances, a&s of this writing he has
turned in satisfactory work in Alamogordo, N.M., Mountainair, N.M., Questa,
N.M. and Truth or Consequences, M,M. When the Superior of our house in Nevig,
Minn. called to ask for help for that house (they have a large amount of
tourist trade in the area during the swamer) I sent Fr, Porter, because he 1s

& willing worker, and gets along well with pastors and people vherever he goed.
Thus far there has besen no occurence of the problem which plauged Fr, Porter

in the past.

1 wish that all of these favorable circumstances could give me leave vo write

T off as "eured,” but that is the domain of the professional, not

can say that he is improved so far as obvious anxiely, Rervousnhess,
etc., Bo apparent when he firsy came to us. However, even to the casual lay
observer it is apparent that Fr. Porter is srill a restless young man, and while
I cannot give the textbook names for them his nervous sympioms are evident;
viz., biting of nails, constant brushing of halr, chain smoking etc. He is
berrer equipped to talk about his problems at . this time, and has obviously
derived benefit from his cherapy with Dr. McCarthy. Howevery ] would not wish
to make any long range forecast at this time. o
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T enclose copy of Fr. Porter's lpst letter to me, to give you some idea of
his present plans snd hopes for the future.

With every best wish, I remain

sxely in Christ  Priest
, &/ el S

Rev,/ fohn B, Felir, 8f

Su%ﬁrimr

0Q0140

Vie Goel 15 Unaer 10 Anthority of tie prchbnwop o Same £
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7 CONFIDINTIAL

August 22, 1969

gz Exrallency

The Kool Bev, Laursnoe A, Glann, D.D.
Birhop of Crookaten

1200 Hemorisl Drive

Crookston, Mimn. Be: Rev, Jawms Portor

Your Exnellency:

Followlng upon our telsphons convarusablon, I sm happy
to report favorsbly in ths cume of the above priest,

Fathey Porter is 34 yesrs of age, & prisst of the Diocene
of Fall Blys®, Ln good heslth. IHs hap dbeen stationod here fox the
past bwo moubhs, Sevarsl years sgo he euffered ¢ nervous breakdown,
bub showa every sign of havihg resovered ramnriably, During the
throes of his Lllness, he did have some moral problamn whioh were
from pll appsarances the result of hls illness, something for
which he Wee Nov Teally respongibdle, Now, hsving réoovered, he
glves svery sign of having foymay prodlems under soutrol, Nafore
comdng hary, hs took ocars of parizhep in Ssnvo Fe Diocose whila
th; rospective pustors wers on vaceblon, ond I am told hs did vary
well. .

Prom my personsl exporlence I nobe threa very worthahile
gunlities in Pather Porter: He ndherss witendfastly bo sound theow
logy, he is very obedient, nnd be is an chergetic and zenlous
worker., ;

Ho shnll be mosbt grateful to Yomr Excellency for giving

this pricet a chance, and wos bsllove he will prove an asuwst to the
Diovepe, ‘

With every dast rogeaud.

Your Excsllenoy'v oboedisnt soun in Chrint,
. e L
AL O Eesina iy
{Bov.) Petox C. Durwelld, s.P.
Superior
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August 22, 1569

Reversnd James Porter

Cur Lady of the Snow Retrast Houge
Routa 42
Neviz, Minnesots 56467

My dear Pather Pogten

I understand that you have besn sasisting Very
Reversnd W. Prancis Lemen, St, Philip's Church, Bemidit,
on weekends for several months and he has baen piosmed
with your spirit of helpfulness and cooperation. I underw
stand alao you have been happy to work thare under him,
80 1 am therefore glad to make your sgsignmaent as Pather

Lemen’s assistant full-time and for an indefinite pariod.

1 hereby do a0, as of September 7, granting you whatever
faculties are necassary,

Asguring you of my prayers, [am

Yours sincarely in Christ,

Blahop of Crookston

LAGIVK
cer Rey, W, ¥, Lemen
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nug, LU, LYCY
CLEAGY RETREAT HOU

Your Excellsncy: AUG 2 8 1963

L received your letter of mppointment yesterday and want
to expreas my sincers thamks to you for this goenerous offer,
I an only too happy to accept this assignment and T pray thatero curisto SACERDC
With God's grace I will be a benefit to you and Pather Lemen. I pray that I
will serve in the Church's besy intersst and do all I can to bo 48 asghsta
to the people of St. Philips.

“Again thank you for yeuf kindness to s ani plaéﬁévprgy r§r ﬁa; I Qiil

|
gt S - - Sy

remembear you dally in my prayars,

Yours sincerely in “hrist

COUR LADY OF THE SNOW (VI4 CoELn SOUTE 7. NEWE MINNESOTS 58480 OMANE AGY DADIA
VA RRRLL AVLIL 4, mLYie, MINNESUTA 56487 « PHONE: PARK RAPIDS, 213

Ly
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September 12, 1969

"Rt. Rev., Msgr. Reginald M. Barretze,
Chancellor, Diocese of Fall Raver
362 Highland Avenue

Box 30

Fell River, MHass., p1722
Re: Rev, James FPorter

*

Rt, Rev, =nd dear Nonsignor,

Tpis is to inform you that Father Porver came here in
June from our New lexico house ©o do supply work in the surrounding
parishes., He did so well and was so well liked that the Diorcese
of Crookston has given him a trial appointment at St, Phillip's
Church, Bemidji, kMinn. As the matter came up suddenly, and Father
Porter had m letter from the Bishop giving him permission to take
gn &ppointment in & dlooese, We aid not contact you before pllow-
ing him to sccept as we 444 not wish to put any obstacle in the

way of this opporiunity.

We ask you to inforp His Excellency of these develop-
ments, and we sincerely hope FPather Porter will make good.

Ve sre taking the liberty of sending Pather Porter's
secount for the time he was here ot Nevis.

With every best regard.

Respectfully, 5 -
. + - o 7
n g pod & R ) ~I\- Lt
ALty & AP T

(Rev.) Peter C. Burwell, s.”.

000147
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. September 21, 1370

Ruvarend Peter C, Burwell, 3,p, X
Borvants of the Holy Faraclets

13270 Mapla Drive

St Lowls, Missouri 63127

My daar Father Burwells

YVery Reverend W. F, Lemen phoned me aoveral days age that
It waa necexpary for him to tell Father Porwer 3o leave {mmediatsly.
His old problem recurred and becauge of complaintg from the porishioner:
Father Lemen had no chefen.  Father Porter planned on pmceemng 0
your hoves and loff vesterday, Sunday, September 20th.

I am very sorry that this developed, as Father Portar seamed
to bo active and taterestes and frispdly with everyono and it appearod
that he wasg doing woll, We hopa that a perlod of racollection and retroa
will belp him ortontate himgelf sgaln, Ax you probably know, my torm

of office ceases hore on September 29th 3o I am not n o position o offar
to take him again,

1 i:vould ks to take the occosion to thank yourseaelf and the
othor Paraclets Fathers who have bean 80 helpful to us during our tarm

of offlee hare. Soverel of your maen made gredt progress and ars doing
vm—y woli R

- Vmeeien st ey pew as e bt aws B vh fedswe mathn e s vm bmakas K o wATR X 4o € ek <o O,

Anguring yourgolf and thoe Qomrﬁumw of rr'\,‘y prayers . 1 am

Youws sincoeraly in Chelot,

Apoutolle Admintswuator

-



S by baet 3y >

St

=

& S 0 k33

o
™
)& )
DaRaCleTE )

Oetober 12, 19790

The Host Revercnd James L, Connolly
Choncery Offiee

362 Highlond Avenue

Fall River, Masgs, Q722

 Your Excslleney,

Four weeks ago Fother James Povreer arrived here at St. Michael's for whar we

thought was his aBnuil vacation, # 1ovw aays ago W2 were informed by his
Pasvor, Honzignar Lemen of Bemidjil, Minn, that Father Porter had lapsed into
hiseld problem and that the ‘hest! vas on so Fathor wos directed to seel the
help of the Paracletes again,

Father Fred Bennett, s.P. has spoken with Father Porter and you will find
his reporr enclosed. I have persanally been aware of Father'z problem for

C & pumber of years and sgree whalsheartedly with Father Beanett's ohservationsg.

Yo must pot only consider the gaod of the priest but these he is to serve,
Hany young men have in sooe degree or other been hurt by Father's nctions,
Parents place thedy complote trust Sn & priest and this trust so rusily seto
young people up vo br hurt by & priest with such & problom,

We will pive all the help possible to Pather if e fzels he ean go along
with the progresm ourlived in Father Bemnett's repord. We would certainly
not recommend him for pricaily work - Just offers teo mony ocegasisns to
stumble back isto kis probles,

Ioclosed you will find our mwonthly support statment for Father Porter. Wien

M‘nndhif“?axhaxqhczinzﬂzowyprx“gxup_pggn%a:“5wp'yg_boggvgq will bhen onrry

his own support,

With every best wish, I remadn,

Sinjarcly in ﬁg%ritu, (3
) .

Trther “laude Buchnnen, s<P,

“aiber Superior

13270 MAPLE pDrive ST LOwE, ML, 63107 2L 98%.0n60
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Hovember 3 1970

PaRacCletTe Y

2. Rev, lsgr, Reginalg ¥, Earrette
362 Highland Avenue : ’
Fall, River, Fassachusetts

Dear ¥sgr, Barrette;

Fr, James Forter is writing to YOU requesting a yearts leave of absence,
This is not ip accord with my recommendation to him, I bslieve, quite strongly,
that he should apply for laicization and should never again funetion gs 4 Pricsg,
Fr. Porter has the idea in his mind that afver 4 year he may be arie Lo return
*0 the priesthood ir he succeads during thst Year in avoiding a regurrence of
Ris problem with young boys, ‘

He may well be able to avoid Sueh & recurrepnes during a year cutsids of
the active ministry, Roneth&lesa. T believe that a return 1o the eriestheod
would apain placs him in clroumstances thay would make 4t extremely wndikely
Tor him to remain without trouble, Some of the contributing Clrewsstances are
the tasy access to boys that ig °Pen to a priest, the lack of surveillanee
by parents who instinctively tpust Priests, his athletie abilities which ape
attractive to boys, and especially, & pattern of behavier ovep many years in
vhich he has learned how to appaal to boys and to seduce them white functioning
55 & priest,

IL Fr. Porter does 386K Lo return again to the active priesthood sftep
the yoar's Leave of absence, he \i11 probably sugpast that he woule be Willing
Lo accapt an assignment st & hospital or sthep institution whepe he would have
Little OPPortunity to he with boys, I feel that even if he Ware to recsive
such anAssigmment, it woula only be a matier of time before he had again
managed work his way into some fory of parochial life, at least on 8 rart
time basis, Re is &ble to function oo easily in a parish and finds it tou
rewarding 1o be able to resist the urge to get involveg again at that level,

In conclusion, - an OPposed to Fr, Portep sesking only & lsave of
absence, Since he seems determined to do so, T strongly urge that at tas
conclusion of that Jear, he not be given facultics for any Priestly activities
under any circumstances whatsoever,

I have informed Fr. PRortar or fy feelings in this matier and tha 1
&m making my opinions known to you,

Sincerely in Christ,

3 (. £~gl§¢£) W + §. ,/:’
Fre ek Bennett, s,p
Clinica) Psychologist ’

LA

2T MA e
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paraclete
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y,s*aa fﬁ"zﬂu A s.éa.,'.’.s;g* 54 £5 gimely becaute the bay Invelved Lo a prisst,
%, Iven 4¥ be wEbS Lo peLuss to The agiive prisstheed &n some othus
capacity suek & & Bospitad chagliuie, his m*e*a 15 would most Likely
%**’ﬁg &:..::x Dhck o some type of parish work onse sgin,
&Lég‘-m M“v*’“*ns laser in 1ils

4, Foorle often auller peyoh
YhoIR Origing sfeom to be "‘:} in sm‘*ﬁ* approsches mads 4o ‘mom
sase $eX, I Izz*w Foadon 40

durtsg their childbowd by ey
beiieve thst the trouss of sush experisnces =y be Darther intsnsi-
fied when the adult tmvoived 3f & pricdi.

PR Y=g

1f Fr, Tortor &% {;ﬁﬂ it ssek seclar gmmloyment a2 4 preluds to

lesving thoe priest hcafz‘. I wall e m**g:ﬁ' L Werk whih BRIz in & profeszionsl

rapacity and gave his nst help I s able with hiz peyobologlesd problenms.

I weuld mccv Nem fo remain hers at tk\.e: heaize In .:s?t louis for apprexie

m«ﬁ'“ tus papihs of Lntensive Trestment during whish tize hs could be
erizang er at lassr loekdne for szplovment.
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