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July 15, 2003

His Eminence Josoph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio i I
00193 Rome,Italy

Your Eminence

In accord with the nofirrs af Sacrq¡nentortnn sanctítatis tr.úela,I am submitting for
your consíderation the case of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend
Daniel Budzynski has becn accused of sexual abuse of minors, The summary of these
allegations is.enclosed- Father Budzynski has admitted that rnultiple acts of ssxual assault
occurred.

Over the years, effofis were made to provide spirifual and psychological
intervcntions that would rehabilitate Father Budzynski. Although he was in therapy for
decades, he continued to re-offend. There was some concerrl that his abusive behavio¡
may have been triggered by alcoholism. However, even after achieving sobriety through
a residential trcatment program, hc abused again. When it became clear that he could not
be entrusted with a parochial assignment, it was thought that a non-par<lchíal assigrunent
might be possible. With our cur¡ent understancling of the rralure of his condition, it is
clear that he will never bs able to assumc any public minishy.

As we have reviewed the various filcs, it is clear that he consistently abused his
office both to gain acc€ss to vulnerable boys and to elicit tlie trust of their parents. Both
in his paroclúal assignments and in his campus ministry positious, he found opporlunities
to alruse lús office in a flagrant and repetitive fashion. In at lcast one instance, he was
simultaneously engaged in sexual activity with a youûg boy and his mother and her
femalo friend. He has exhibited no remorse for these serious offences. His only remorse
seems to be that he camot clo everything he wants to do because of the restrictions piaced
on him.

The irnpact on his various victims has been significant, The Archdiocese of
Milwaukee has yei to sven locate all of fhe potential victims that cotrld come fbrward for
assistance. Our new found awareness of the severity of damage caused by sexual abuse at

the hands of clergy makes it impossible for us to ignore this situation.
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His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregatíon for the Doctrine of the Faith
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As viotims orgatuze and become more public, the potential for true scandal is very
real.

Given the nature and frecluency ofthe alleged and a<lmitted sexual abuse, along
with the senoüs abuse of office, I have pondered long and har<l to arrive at an opinion
about the most appropriate action to be taken. In order that justice may be made manifest
and heaiing of the victims and the Church may proceed, I am asking that Reverend
Daniel A. Budzynski be dismissed ex fficio from the clerical state. Whatever financial
needs he may have can be provided for from the pension fund.

If the judgemcnt of Your Emincnce is that this casc shoulci proceed to a disrnissal
by decre e of youl Congregation, I would cede to that judgement. Furthemrore, if it is
your judgement that this case should proceed through a canonical,penal process, I hurnbly
request a dispensation f¡om prescription as well as a sanation ofanyprocednral errors
that rnay have occurred during the years this case was under investigation, The severity
of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that these requests are justiñcd.

I look forwarcl to your flirther ínstructions ìn this matter

With senti¡ncnts of cleepest esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Ch¡ist,

\ I t-t-^^,a

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of lt{ilwaukee
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NAME: Daniel Aloysius Budzynski
AGE:71
ADDRESS

St. Francis, WI 53235

ASSIGNMENT IIISTORY: Presbyteral Orders - May 26,1956
Assistant -- St. Helen Pansh (Milwaukee) - June 26,1956
Assistant - St, Mary Parish (Menornotree F-alls, WI) - Septerrrber 21, 1961

Assistant - St. Hedwig Parish (Milwaukee) - July 72, 1962
Assistant - St. Joseph Parish (West Allis) - July J, 1965
Assistant - St, Paul Parísh (Milwaukee) - July 6, 1966
Associate Pastor - St. Casimir Parish (Milwaukee) - June 17, 1969
Associate Pastor * St. Rernadette Parish (Milwaukee) - September 28, l9l I
Associate Pastor - St. Peter Clavel Parish (Sltcboygan, WI) * Novembcr 14, 1972
Leave of Absence - Seplernber 14, 1973
Associate Pastor * St. Joseph (Wauwatosa, WÐ - March 4,1914
Leave of Absence - May 1, 1976
Campus Ministry * Diocese of La Crosse - August l,1976
Sick Leavc - January 21, l9ïz
Pastoral Tearn - St. Patrick (whitewater, WI) - September 1, 1982
Awaiting Assignment- June 28, 1983

Associatc Pastor - St. Louis Parish (Caledonia, Wt) - June 19, I9B4
Pastor - St" Louis Pa¡ish (Caledoda, WI) - September 4, 1984
Chaplain '_ St. F'rancis of Assisi Convent (Milwaukee) - October 19, 1987

Chaplain - Villa Clement Health Center (West Allis, WI) - October 15,1992
Retired -. May 31, 1994

DECREES ISS{JED:
}l4ay 25, 1995 -- Precept issued with the following restrictions:

1) To refrain Ílom all contact with minors;
2) To cea"se until further notice all public ministry including the celebration of Eucharist;
Eucharist may be celebrated in a private setting alone or with only another púest or
priests in attendance; the celebration of any other sacraments will require explicit
permission <if a local ordirìtry in each case;
3) 'fo avoid all places and situations that, from past experience, have been occasions of
serious terlptation in the area of scxual morality;
4) Until further notice the faculty to liear confession is revoked.

May 7 ,2001 - Above precept renewed
February 3, 2003 - Actditional restdctions added to precept as fi¡llows:

1) No public presentation of self as a priest by garb or designation
2) No access to Semin¿ry buildings

INVESTIGATION PIìOCES S :

hr the past, several repofis of sexual abuse of u-ri¡rors were adlnitted to by Budzynski. He
was told to seek counseiing. ln l9BZ he was seirt to a resídential trealnent f'acility for
alcohol abuse. Ilis psycho-sexual problems were also acldressed in that context-
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Irr February 1994, a three-person team of psychological ancl crimi¡ral experts rvas

established to explore a new allcgation that had arisen. in the interviews with this
investigative team, the aocused a<lrnitted not only some of the alleged incidents but also

factually described and admitted to multiple others. These admissions were supported by
various letters and entríes in his persomrel file . Of the following allegetl delicts, the

rnajority are trased orr the accused's own admission.

CIRCLIIVÍ STANCES OII AILEGED DELiCT(S ) :

DATE OF ADMISSION; Iiebnrary 1994

DATE OF ALLIIGED ACT(S): 1966

NAMES OF INJURED PARTY:
PRESENT AGE OF.AT,LBGED VICTIM: 50
CENDEIì 01ì ALLEGED VICTIM: Male
NATURE OF THË OFFEN$E:

KIND: Genital fondling
NUMBER: Several times
SURROUNDING EVEN'I'S: Daniel Budzynski served as assistant pastor

and wa.s able to use his officc to gain access

to the alleged victinr's trust; took hírn on a
carnping h'ip

DATE OIr ADMISSION: February i994
DATE OF AILEGED ACT(S): 1966
NAMES OF INruRED PARTY: (Last uame not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF'ALLEGED VICTM: 50 /

GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTI\4; Male
NATTIIìE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Improper touching
NIIMBER: One
S{JRROUNDhIG EVEN'I'S: I¡rcident occtured orl sarne carnping trip

noted above

I)ÂTE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact rlates not recallerl but place of

assigrunent provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF INJURED PARTY;
PRIISEN'I AGII OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 41-50
GEM)ER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: MaIC
NA'IURE OF THE Oþ-FENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling, mutual mashrrbation, sharing pornoglaphy
MJMBEI(: Several times
SURIìOLTNDIÀIG EVENTS: Daliel Budzynski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parìsh; he had parenls'
permission to take him on camping tr-ips
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994

DATE OF ALI-EGED ACT(S): Ig66-69 (Exact dates not recallecl but place of
assigrunent provides an
approximation)

NA.MES OF TNNIRED PARTY
PRIISENT AGE OF ALI-EGI]D VICTIM: 47-50
GENDER OF AJ.I.EGED VICTIM: Male
NATIIRE OF THE OFF-ENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling
NUMBER: Several times
SLIRROLINDING EVBNT'S: Daniel Eludzyiski was associate pastor at the

alleged victi¡r-r's parisli; he had parents'
permissi<ln to take him on camping trips;

DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED AC'I(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assigmncnt providcs an
approximation)

NAMES OF'INJURED PARIIY; (brother of above)
PRESENT AGll OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 47-50
GENDER OF 

^tl,EGED 
VICTIM: Male

NATIIRE OF THE OFI-ENSE:
KIND: Clenital fondiing
NUMBER: Several times
SITRROUNDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynski was associate pastor at the

alieged victim' s parish

DATE OF ADMìSSION: Febmary 1994
DATE O¡- ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact clates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
appr oxirnation)

NAMBS OF INJI-IRED PARTY: (brother of above)
PRESENT AGE OF AI".I,EGED VICTIM: 49-52
GENDER OF ALI,EGED VICTM: Male
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital fbndling; mutual urasturbation
N{JMRI1R: Several tirnes
SIIRROLINDING EVENTSj: Daniel Rudzynski was associate pastor at the

' alleged victim's parish
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February i994
DAI'E OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an

approxirnation)
NAMES OF INIUITED PA-TI'TY

PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 48-51
GENDER Ol- ALLEGED VICTM; Male
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital f'ondling
NLIMBER: Several times
SU'RROTINDING EVENTS; Darricl Bucizynslci was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parìsh

DATE OF ADMISSION; February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assigrunent provides an
approximation)

NAMES OIr INIURED PARTY: (brother of above)
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGtsD VIC1 iM: 45-48
(IENDER OF AT,LEGED VICTIM:Malc
NATURE OF ]'FIE OIìFENSE:

KIND: Genital fbndling; rnutual masturbation
NUMBER: Several times
SIJRROII{DING EVENTS: Daniel Budzlmski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish

DATE Olì ADMiSSION: February 1994
DATE OIì AILEGED AC'[(S): 1.966-69 (Exact datos not recalled but place of

assigrunont provides an
approxirnation)

NAMES OF INTURED PAR|Y:
PRESENT AGE OF' ALLEGED VICTM: 48-5 I

GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: Male
NATTII{E OF TFIE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital fondiing
NUMBEI{: Several times
SURROUNDiNG EVENTS: Daniel Butlzynski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish
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DATE OF ADMISSION: F'ebruary 1994
DATE OF ATLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provídes an
approximation)

NAMES OF INIURED PARTY (Last name not recalled)
PRESENT AcE OI"- ALI-EGED VICTIM: 47-50
GENDER OF AI-LEGËD VICTM: MAIe
NATTIRE OFTHE OFh-ENSE:

KINÐ: Genital fondling
NI-I-MBER: Several times
SLIRROLTÄIDING EVEN'IS: Daniel Budzynski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish

DATE OF ADMISSION: February I 994
DArE oF ALLEGED ACr(s): te66-6e (H,i*tr 

ii:;:å:T:ibur 
prace of

approximation)
NAMES OI.'INIURED PAR:
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 47-50
GBNDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM; MAIC
NATLTRB OF' THE OF Þ-ENS E:

IüND: Genital fondling
NLIMBER; Several times
SURROUNDING EVE¡,ITS: Daniel Budzynski was associate pastor at the

alleged victirn's parish

DATiI OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact clates not recalled but place of

'àssignment provid es an
approximation)

NAMES OF INITIR-ED PARTY: (l.ast name not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF- ALLEGED VICTIM: 48*51
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM; MaIe
NATURE OF'THE OFFENSE:

Iillr{D: Genital fondling
MIMBER: Scveraltimes
SURROLIhì"DING EVEN'IS: l)aniel Budzynslci was associate pastor at thc

allcged victim's parish; he tooh special care
of the boy's invalid mother; took him on
camping kips; on one occasion said Mass
with the boy the following rnoming afler
sexuai contâct
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF D'IILIRED PARTY: (Last narne not recalled)
PRESËNT AGE OF'AILEGED VIC'I'IM: 4B-51

GENDEI{ OIì ALLEGED VICTM: MaIe
NA'|URB OF ]'HE OIIFENSE:

KIND: Gerútal fòndling
NIIMBEI1: Several times
SURROLINDING EVENTS:Daniel Budzyrtski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish; took him on
camping trips; on one occasion said Mass
with the boy the following moming after
sexual contact

DA'|E OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S); 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF INIUITED PARTY:
PRESENT AGE OF AI,LEGED VIC'IIM:46-49
GENDER OF ALI,EGI]D VICTIM: MAIe
NATIIRE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital fonrlling; oral sex
NIJMBLIR: Several times
SUI{ROU'NDING EVEI'{TS:Daniel Budzlaeski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish; took him on
camping trips; also had sexual relations with
the boy's mother and irer fiiend; boy

to report
August
incident

and apology
came
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF AILEGED ACT(S): 1969:/l (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment providcs an

approximation)
NAMES O]ì INIIJRED PARTY:
PRESENT' AGE 01, ALLEGED VICTIM: 48-49
GENDER OI, AILEGED VICTIM:MAIC
NAT{-,TTE OF THE OFI"ENSE:

KIND ; Gcnital f'onclling; muftral rrr asfurbation
NTIMBER;5or6times
STIRROIINDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynski was associatc pastor at the

alleged victirn's parisfu look the boy on a
camping trìp; frequently had him come to
the rcctory; suppliecl hi¡n with pomography

DATE OF ADMISSION: Irebruary 1994
DATE OF AlI-EGED A.CT(S): 1969-71 @xact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
approxirnation)

NAMES OF INJIJRED PARTY: (Last narne not recalleri)
PRESENT AGE OF ALI,EGED VICTIMI47.48
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: Malc
NATLIRE OF THE OFFENSE:

IflND: Genital fondling
NÏJMBER: Severaltimes
,SIJIìROTINDING IIVENTS: Daniel Budzy,nski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish; took him on
camping trips

DATE OF AI)MISSIOI.I: Febnrary 1994
DATE OF AI-LEGED ACT(S): 1969-7i (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF INNIRED PARTY: ffi
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 45-46
GENDEI{ OF ALLEGED VICTIM: MaIe
NATIIRE OF TI{F, OI'-FENSIì;

I{IND: 'I'ook nude photographs of the boy irr a sexually compronrised
position with his brothcr

NUMREI{: Once
SURROIJNDINC EVIjN'I'S: L)aniel Ëudzl'nksi was associate pastor at the

allegcd victim's parish
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1969-71(Exact dates not recalled br-rt place of

assignment provides an

approximation)
NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: (brother of above)
PRESEN'| AGE OIr ATLEGED VICTIM: 47
GENDER OII AILEGÐD VIC,TIM: MAIC

NATURN OF THE OFIIBNSE:
KIND: Took nude photographs of the boy in a sexually cornpromised

position with his brother
NUMBER:Once
SURIÌOLINDING tsVÊNTS: Da¡riel tsudzynksi was associate ¡rastor at thc

alleged victim's parish

DATE OF'ADMISSION; February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1.971-'12 @xact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an

NAMES oF INruRED 
'ART. 

approximation)

PRESENT AGE OF ALLBGED VICTIM: 49
GËNDER OF ALI,EGE.D VICTIM: MaIE
NATL]RD OF'I'HE OF-FENSB:

KIND: Mutrral genital fon<lling
NIJMIIER: Once
SLIRIìOLt'{DING EVENTS: came to Daniel Budzrmski after

was t¡rhen into ttre

DA'|E OF ADMISSIONT February 1994
DATE OF A-I-LEGED ACT(S): l97l-72 (Exact dates not recallerl but place of

assignment provirles an
a¡rproximation)

NAMES OF INTURED PARITY:
PRTiSENT AGE OF ALI,EGED VIC'ITM: 45
GENDER OF' ALI-EGED VICTIM: Male
NAI'URE OF THE OF-FENSE:

KIND: Genital fonclling
NLIMBER: Oncc
SURRO{JNDING EVEN'|S: Daniel lìudzynksi was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish; allowed boy to stay
overnight at the rectory when thç other
priest was gone; event was circulate<l among
parents at the parish; fuclibishop Cousins
placed him on a leave ofabsence
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IIATE OF'ADMISSION: February 1994
DATII OIr ALf,llGED ACT(S): 1972-"73 (Exact dates not recalled but the events

occuned cluring summçr s[udies in San

Fra¡rcisco so an approximatio¡l is
possible)

NAMES OF INIURED PARTY: Not recalled (admitled as "several minor lcids"
PR-ESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: trnclear
GENDER OF ALLEGBD VICT'IM: MaIE
NATTIRE OF TIIE OFFENSE:

KIND: Unclear
N'UMIIERT Unclear
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynksi was at the Urriversity of

San Francisco for summer sturlies; parents
reporfed actions to parish priest where lie

. resided
DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1972-74 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides arr

approxirnation)
NAMES OF INJURIID PART'Y: (last name not recalled)
PRESEN'I AGE OIÌ AILIIGED VIC'|TM: 47
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: MA1C

NATLIRE OF TTTE OFFENSE:
KÌND: Genital fondling
NUMBEII: Twice
SIIRROIJì\TDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynksi was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's paúsh; boy played music
for parish Mass

DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE Ol.- ALLEGED ÂCT(S): 1972-'/4 (lìxact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provi<les an
' approxirnation)

NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: . (last name not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF AII.,EGED VICTIM; 47
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: lvfale
NATURE OF TI.IE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital tondling
NTIMXER:]'wice
SURROUNIIING l-VlrN'l'S: Daruel lJudzynksi was associate pastor at the

alleged victirn's piu'ish; boy ¡:layed music
for piuish Mass
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DATE OF ADMISSION;February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED AC'[(S): 1974-76 (Exact datcs not recalled but placc of

assi grrment pr-ov ides an

NAMESoFiNJuREDpARTy: (r.*ipJ"1iä'ililiTÌr,"ol
PRESENT AGE OF ATLEGED VICTIM: Not certain
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM; MaIe
NATIJRE OF ]'T.N] OFFENSE:

KIND: Murtual genital fondling and masturbation
NIJMBER: Unclear but more than once
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzyùsi was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish

DATE OI.' ADMISSION : l.-ebruary 1 994
DA'|E OF- ALLËGED ACT(S) : l9l4-1 6 (Exaot dates not rccalle d but place of

assigrunent provides an

approxirnation)
NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: (1ast name not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED YTCTTNT:42-43
GBNDER OF ALLEGED ViCTIM: MaIe
NA'|URE OFTHE OFFENSE:

KIND: Nude rnassage; genital fontlling
NIIMBER: C)nce

SURROIINDING EVENTS:I)aniel Budzynksi was associatc pastor at the
alleged victim's parìsh; actjons took place in
the ¡:resence of another rninor; placed orr
leave of abse¡roe

DA'I'E OF ADMISSION:February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1976-80 (Exact dates not recalled but ¡rlace of

assigrrment provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF INJIJRED PARTY: (last name not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF A[,I,F,GED VICTIM: 41
GENDER OF AILEGED VICTIM: Male
NATIIRE OF'THE OFFENSE:

KJND: Sorlomy
NUMBER: Once
SL/I{ROIJNDING EVIINTS; Daniel Bu<lzynksi was carnpus rninister
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
I)ATE OF AILEGED ACT(S): 197ó-80 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assigrrrrent provides an

approximation)
NAMES OIì INJLIR-ED PARTY: 'ilast narne not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF AI,LEGT]D VICTIM: 4I
GENDËR OF'AT,LEGED VICTIM: MaIC
NATT]RE OF TI]E OFFENSE:

KIND: Sodomy
NIJMBER: Once
SLIRROLINDING EVENTS: Daníel Budzynksi v/ns cÍ)nìpus rninister

DATE OF AIMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF AJ,LEGED ACT(S): 1976-80 (Exact dates rrot rccalled buf, place of

assiglment provides an
aþproxirnation)

NAMES OF INJTIRED PART'Y: (last name possibly
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM; 36
GENDER OF ALLEGED VIC'I'IM: Male
NAT"LIRE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling
NLIÀ4BER: Once
SIIRROUIrIDING EVENT'S: Daniel lìudzynksi was campus minister and

tire boy was thc younger brother of a
student; the f-orxlling oocuncd undcr the
table at a restaurant where Budzynski was
the guest of the parents

DATE OF ADMISSION:Febr-uary 1994
DATE OIr INITIAL R-EPOI{'I; January 11, 1982
DATE OF ALLËGED AC:I'(S):.Ianuary l9B2
NAMES OF INJIJRED PARTY
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICI'IIM: 34
GENDER OF AILEGED VIC'rlM: Male
NATT.JRE OF T}IE OFFENSE:

I(lN D; Genital fondling
NUMBER; Once
SLIII.ROLINDING EVIIN'IS: Daniel Budzynski wzrs a guest in the family

horne and hacl been a long-time fríend of the
family from his days as their associate
pastor; he also attempted to foncilc the older
brother and possibly a child from another
f'amily who was staying ovemight; placed on
leave ofabsence and sent for alcohol
treatment
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DA'IE OF ADMISSION: Irebruary 1994

DATE OF INITIAL Iìj]PORT: June 1987

DATE OF AJ-LIìGED ACT(S): Spring 1987

NAMES OF INIURED PART'Y: -
PRESENT AGE OII AI,I,EGED VIC'|IM:29
GENDER O¡' AILEGED VICT'IM: Male
NATT]RE OF TIJE OFFENStr:

IüNl): Genital fondling
NU'MIIER: Once

STIRROLINDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynski was pastor at the boy's padsh;
tlre incident occurred cluring a class retreat; resignecl
fiorn office

DATE OF" INITIAL REPORI': F-ebruary 1994
DA'[E OF AILEGED ACT(S): 1911
NAMES OIì INruRED PARTY:
PREStsNTAGE OF ALLEGED VIC'I'IM: 39
GBNDEIì OIì ALLEGED VICTIM: Fernale
NATI'RE OF THE OFIìENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling, intercourse
NTIMBER: Four

¡^IJRROIINDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzyrski was associate pastor at the girl's
parish; hc denies tlús allegatiorr; it clocs not fit the
pattem of other reported or adrnittecl incidents; it
was ttris report that led to thc irrvestigation

DATE OF INII'IAL IIEI'ORT: April2002
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1981

NAMES OF- INILIRED PAR'IY:
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VIC'|IM: 35

GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTTM: MAIE
NATT}Iì-E OF THE OFFENSE:

K-IND: Genital fondling; atternptecl sorlomy
NUMBER: Several
SUR-R.OUNDING EVENTS: l)aniel eudzynst<ilffilìved in the same

building as the boy's farnily and he
frequently visited her there; allegations that
therc was also abusc oltwo other minors on
the same occasions; ¡totes from the 1994
investigation show an admission of the
abuse of rut denial of any contact with
his younger brother or another neighbor; he
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DATE OF INIIìIALREPOR'|; Apnl2002
DATE OF AI,LEGED ACT(S): 1967 (approximately)
NAMES OF INJURED PARTY:
PRTSENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 49

GEl.lDElì" Oþ' ALLEGED VIC'IIM: Male
NATIIRE OTì'TITE OFFENSE:

I(IND: Fonclling thc chcsl
NUMBHR: Several

STTRROIJNDING EVENTS: D¿niel Budzynski was associ¿rte pastor at the parish

CIRCLII\4S TANC I')S O F,,\ Ll -EGI'.D P ERP E'I'I{ATOR :

CTIRRENT RISK: The greatest risk posçd is Daniel Budzynski's failure to
,-ecogrÀze or accept the serious of his offenres^ Fie ¡rortrays hirnself as the "victim" and

even mâkes assertions th¿t these encounters were helpful to the childrerr and they wanted
them to take place. I{e aclmits that his celebration of Bucharist with some of them hc saw

as sacdlegious. Given the number of known victims; to say nothing of those who may not
yet be admitted or reporled, the risk of serious scandal is extremely high.

PSYCHOi,OGICAL EVATUATION: Daniel Budzynski was in therapy for most
of the years thcse alleged or admitted events took place. Inítially, therc was some

assessment that the alleged or adrnitted abuse was caused by alcoholism. However, il
1987, after attaining sobriety, he ciffendeil agairr.

CIVIL AUTI{OIUTY'S ACTION: So far there ¿re no cases that fall within the criminal
statute of limitations. The District Aftorrrey for Milwaukee County has reviewed the
ohronology and arrived at tbis conclusion. lJnless there are rnore recent victims not yet
known, the hands of civil authodties are tied.

CIIIìRENT STATIJS: Daniel Budzynski has rrot been in a parochial assignnrent since

199l.He was pemritted to serve as a chaplain at a convent and a nursing home but was

ordered to have llo corltâct with minors. When the 1994 allegatiorr was brought forth he
'was encouraged to and did submit a letter requesting retirement. The request was granted
and he moved into a diocesan facility fbr retired priests. He was initially permittecl to
provide weekend assistance at pari.shes under the supervision of the pastor trut that was
terminated in 1995. I{e was also monitored by archdiocesan offìcials. He has been
indefinitely restricted frorn all núnistry sincc 1995. tn 2003, he was ordered not to appear
ín publìc in clerical atJire. He was also restricted fi-orn access to the Seminary on whose
grounds his residerrce is locatsd.

RESIDENCjE: Meycr Hall, a diocesan supported residence for retired priests

SUSTENANCE: IJe receives his rnonthly pension a¡rd live.s in diocesan subsidized
housirrg with all meals provi<led.
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CONGREGANO
PRO DOCìTRINA FIDEI

Pnor. N. 2_6_6.91. :17916
Ut ¡eqønbu ia u¿tio buiut ttrtri)

W1X 01tà del Vaticano,

Palaz¿o <lcl S. Uffizio

l4 October 2003

COFIFIDENTIAL

Youl Excellency,

His Excellency
Tire Most Reverencl Tiurothy M. DOI,AN
Archbishop of Milwaukee
Office of the Alchbishop
3501 South Lake l)rive
Milwaukec'.. WI 53207-0912, USA,

Yorrrs dcvotctlly.irt thc Lord,

@

. .:'. 'ì

The Congregation for the Doctrine of lhe Faith has received your letfer of 15 July
20A3, in which Your Excellency remands the case of the Reverend Daniel
BUÐZYNSKI, a priest accused of sexual abuse with a rninor,:and for wlom you are

rcquesting the disrnissal from the clerical stàte ex fficía et in paenúnn.

After,a,stÉdy of the case, this Congregation wishes'to itiform Your: Excellency
that it is widely disposed to proceeding with your request. However, from the
<locumentàtiOnlsubmiftecl there remains some oonfusion as to the actual ages of the
victims of fri. Ilqçlzynski's allegoil abuse. [t is,not clear;'fo¡ ex-ampki, fi'om the table
yor¡ stitsnitftdd; fil.dU,*'' thc age of ths vìctirns as intiicafcd'ieftLred .'to,'iheir: agc irr
1994 or 2003,; If ;Yoru lÌxcellency coutd clalify th:is point,,lhe Coiigregation will be
able to procþ?dwilh its study u{'this cat"e. . .' , ,, ,

.t; ,,'.;1),,¿¡ì .Ei ,,'.,.1:r.. . ..:', . ,

Lookirig;f,otwar.cl to receiving this.icloeumentatiou at yourrearl'ies,t.iconvenience, I
rernatn,

'_ " 1 t 'r.. . , l..i

,1,

.***
É Argelo AMATO, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Secretary
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October 28,2003

Most Reverertd Angelo Arr¡rio, SDB
Congregation for tlie D<¡ctlil'r¿ of the Faitlr
PaIa'¿,zo dçl Uf{lzio
Vatican City 00120

I hope tLris material i,; lrelpiul to,;yoir in lr:sl rlr,ing this case. If'there is any lurlher

assistance we call providc. 1tì,:ase tlo tlot lic'sitlitc' L.) cc)lìt¿Ìct me.

Your Hxcellency,

Thalù you lor yurrr ìr:lpfìrl resporlse irr tll.' rrrattet rUie,f.rp$l! the Congregatiort

regarcli¡g Revárend Danie I r\,, l3udzynski. 'l'lr,-' ag,. s listed in tää-ÒÌiiiihal repoft submitted

wãre the ages of the allegcrl .iciirns in 2.-pi).ì ,\ r'cr iscd sumn"lâry reportl;is enclosed, It
lists each alleged victirLr ¿ilc¡r¡s with !hçì.4gc al tlrc linre of the reporled s"ellrral abuse. The

cunent, 2003, age is also lìst rd. This IistlsltotilJ crirrcs¡roucl to the ttames,in the original

report.

With ovct:y l.rc:;l *'rt,.i: ì anl,

Sincerely yours iu Cluist,

\ iost Revercnd Tiinothy M. Dolan
Arclib ishop of Milwaukee
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NAMB OF ALLEGED V IC]'I'IM

D¡T ITII]ìL ALOY SI IJS I]UDZYNSIfl
REVISl-'.D ÌìEl)olì1'

AGi.ì A,l l'l','lE OF
ALI lr0l:t) \Cl"lS

CLTRRENT (2003)

AGE

50
50
47 -50
41-50
47 -50
49-52
48-51
4.5-48
48-5 1

29
39
35
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0-

0-
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-)

3

+

i-l
H
t-t
il
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7

l.ì
1.ì

)-

8l
ll 1,1

l0-ll
l0- l -l

1l-14
6 I L-t4
:tìì- 9- I 2

l4- l6
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ll"ì3

l.]
I .)

li
I (i

r6
IJncìcal ([:cli,rv

'i*e-;ffi, T!,Zi
4B-5 I-!#år. 
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48-49 (?)
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:45
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47
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Corrgrcgation fbr the Dc¡ctrine of the Faìth

Prot. N.: 266/03
Milwaul<ee

Fatlier Daniel A. BUDZINSKI

October 29,20()4

'lhe S r-r¡rrenre Ponti ff'Pope Jolrn Par,rl, Ii

havir:g heard the opinion of his Enrirrence the Cardinal Pref'ect of this Congregation conceming the
serious actions of the alrove nanrecl plesbyter of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee (Milwaukee, USA),
with the proper documentafion having lreerr sent and fìncling this final decision to be beyond appeal
¿rnd not subject to recourse,

has clccrecd

that the penalty of ciisurissal from the presb¡4erate be imposecl.

This s¿une presbyter is also grantecl a clispensation fiom all of the obligations counected with sacrerl

Orders in accord with the lollowing consideration:

'I'he disrnissal ancl clispensation take effect at the very rnornent of the decision of the
Rornan Pontiff.

2. The declce of dismissal arrd dispeusation are to be comlnunicate<i to the presby.ter by
thc oompetent'Ordinaly ¿rnd rro one has the right to sepârate those two elernerrts. Indeecì,
further, it carries with it, irrsolar as it is neccssary, airsolution fi'om censures.

3. Noticc of thc granti¡rg ol the clisr¡issal and dispensation is to be inscribed in the
baptisrnal regíster of thc af'orelrrerrtioned prest yler'.s parish.

4. With regartl to the cclebr"ation of ¿i canonical marriage, the norns set clowu in'l-he Code
of C¿inon l,au, must be applied. The Ordinary, however, should take care that the
mattt;r be discreetly hancìled q,ithout pornp or external display.

'IÌre ecclesiastjcal authorily, to whom it belongs to notify the priest, should eamestly
exhott him to lake parl in the life of lhe People of Gocl, in a manner consonant with his
new mode of living, to give edifrcation, and thus to show himself a rnost loving sr-¡n of
the Church. At the sarrre tíme, however, he should be inforrned of the fbllowing points:

a) the dismissed presbyter automatically loses the rìghts propel" to the clerical state, as

well as ecclesiastical dignities and offices; he is no longer bound by the other
obligations conucctcd with the clerical state;

b) lte remains excludecl fi'om the exercise of the sacrecl ministry, witli the exception of
thosc lunctions l'lrer'¡lioned in canons 976 a¡lcl 986, ç2, and, as a rcsult, he rnay not
give a hcxrily nor is hc able to holcl a directive ollice in the pastoral ficld nor to
exercise iire functìon of palocliial adntinisi.rator;

5
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c) sirnilarly, he may uot discharge any function in seminarics and irr cquivalent
institutìons, ln olher institutions of'higtrcr stutlies, which arc in any way wltatcvcr
depentlent upon ecclesiasticâ1 authori{y, he tnay uoT exercise a dírective firnction;

cì) in those institutions oi higher stuclies which ar€ not ciepencìent upou ecclesiastical
authority, he may not teach arry discipline r.vhich is lrroperly theologìcal or closely
cr:nnectecl with the sante ;

e) in iustitt¡tions of lowel'studies, which are dependent upon ecclesiastical authority,
he may not exercrise the fLnction of' teaohing a discipline which is properly
theological. A clisnrissed and disperrsecl presbyter is held by the sarne tule in
teachìng Religion in an instiÍution of the salrle kind ìrot depenclent upou

ecclesiastical au tlrori tv,

6. The C)rdinary is to tal<e care lcst the disnrissed preshyter, due to a lack of due ¡rtrldeuce,
exhibits scandal to the ftrilhhrl. 'l'lris ¡rastoral oare seriorrsly urges the Ordinary with the

gleatest if any dange r ol abttse of'trinors, however rçmote, is present.

7 . Notification of the dislr issal and dispeusation can be rnade either personally or tluough
an ecclesiastical notary ol through regisierecl ¡rtail. The clismissed priest ought to let¿iir a

copy properly signecl attesting to his reception and acceptance of this dismissal and

dispensation arrd also its precepts, but if he does not it does not inrpede tlre effect of this
decree.

8. At an opporlune tiilte, the Orclinary is to sencl a br-ief report to the Congregation on his

completion of the notihcatiorr, aud, if'there is any wondennent on the parl of the faithfbl
he is to ¡:rovide a prudc:lrt explattation.

Ali things to the contrary notwithstanding.

From the Oifioes o1'the Conglegatiolt, the 29tl' clay of October, 2004

/s/ .loseph Cardinal Ratzitrger
Prefect

/s/ Angelus Amato, S.D.B.
'litular Alclibishop of Silens

Secretary

Date of notifÏcation:

lsl lsl
Signalure of presbyter as sign of acceptattcc Sigr,ature of Ordinary
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