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Jack Farriss ,
Courses- Tulane- Contemporary Amerc. Soc. Problems
Alcoholism- Drugs-Racism-Urban
Social Psychology
Sociology of Minority Groups-
Baack studies
Notre Dame- C.P.E. through Baptist Hospi
Lectures at De Paul
Total time for certification- 2 years-
May be able to shorten this period

Prorate total educational costs

St. Ste}%hen‘s will provide monthly allowance and

incidenta ens
Sister Damliaer].‘f-? vex?;? *happy to have him

Will provide room and board gratis for services
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Vmcmhyd Faruers or Wesrean Proviee
1849 CASS AVENUE

Samnt Louss, Mo. 631058

August 3, 1972

Reverend John Farris, C.M.

St. Patrick's Church

725 Fourth Street
LaSa]le, IT1inois 61301

Dear Jack
May the Grace of Our Lord be with us always!

Welcome back to the U.S. from your many travels to the Holy Land
etc; I hope you had an enjoyable and restfu1 experience.

- So.it is time for an off1c1a1 letter of assignment to what we have
already agreed upon in relation to your being stationed at New Orleans. -
Your assignment is to begin your training in Hospital Chaplaincy as we
‘discussed the matter. I trust you and Father McDonnell work out the
suitable courses and the residency required. The okay for you to under-
take training in this matter has been approved by all toncerned, includ-
~ing the two Vice-Provincials. Since you will be residing in the area
of the New Orleans Vice-Province, this will mean you are to be consider- -
ed under the jurisdiction of Father Degan. Specifically Father Degan

may assign you to a House in New Orleans as your official House of
“attachment. I rather think he would make St. Stephen's this House, as
it is considered the house of Father Jim McDonnell. However I do not
want to anticipate Barney in this matter or usurp his authority, so

that the off1c1a1 assignment will come from him.

Father Sheehy hopes you will be able to remain in LaSalle until
the end of August. Will that be possibTe for you? Your replacement

Th
will nut arrive until the first part of September.

. The best of luck in everything, Jack, and do Tet me know how matters
are progressing. ‘

Sincerely yours in St. Vincent,

Cecil L. Parres, C.M.
Provincial

cc;:‘Very Rev. Bernard Degan, C.M.

Very Rev. Joseph Falanga, C.M.
“Very Rev. Maurice Sheehy, C.M.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF NEw ORLEANS
7887 WALMSLEY AVENUE

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70125

August 25, 1972

OrriCE OF THE CHANCELLOR

CHANCELLOR; VERY REV. EARL C. WOODS
VICE-CHANCELLOR: REV, CLINTON J. DOSKEY
ASSISTANT CHANCELLOR: REV. LANAUX J. RARESHIDE

Reverend Jack Farris, C.M.,
De Paul Hospital

Post Office Box 4040

New Orleans, Louisiana 70118

GB Dear Father Farris:

With the approval of your Very Reverend Vice Provinecial
and in accordance with Canon Law and the Statutes of the Archdiocese
of New Orleans, the faculties of the Archdiocese are granted you

(] durante munere.

With every good wish, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend Lanaux J. Rareshide,
Assistant Chancellor

YY LJR/jme
cc: Very Reverend Bernard Degan, C.M., Vice Provinciala/’//
P.S. In order that we may keep our files up-to-date, please complete

the enclosed biographical forms in duplicate and return both
cards to us at your earliest convenience.
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Reverend John Farris C.M.
DePaul Hospital

Post Office-Box 4LOLO

New Orleans, La. 70118

Dear Jack,
May the grace of Our Lord remain with us forever,

This letter will only confirm what we discussed by
televhone while you were still at LaSalle.

A1l of us are pleased to have you in the Vice Pro-
vince of New Orleans, It is now my pleasant privi-
lege to assign you to DePaul Hospital to work with
Jim McDonnel in éaring for the spiritual needs of all
the patients and the staff., T hope and pray that

you will be most happy in this assignment because I
know that you will make a great contribution by your
service.

I am attaching you to St. Stephen's Community House so
that Fr. Fred Marsch will be your local superior,

All of your educational costs will be paid directly from
Vice Provincial funds. This totdal cost will then be ;
prorated among the three areas of the Western Region at
the end of the fiscal year. Your monthly allowance and
other incidental expenses will be paid from the Community
Account of St. Stephen's,

I have written to Archbishop Hannan requestin% that he
grant you the Faculties of the Archdiocese. ou will
receive these faculties next week sometime,

I know that you will enjoy working with Jim McDonnell=
he's a fine confrere but he has two unforgiveable faults-
he's a miserable golfer and he cheats, Other than that,
het's a true Christian gentleman.




© VINCENTIAN FATHERS

" New ORLEANS VICE-PROVINCE
‘ 1802 TULANE AVENUE
HEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112

Reverend John Farris C.M. -2
August 25, 1972

T hope to visit vou and Jim in the very near fut-
ure. T would also like to discuss some other matt-
ers with Sister Damian in relstion to this assign-
ment.

It rives me a lot of versonal pleasure to welcome
vou to the vice orovince and T hope that vou will
enjoy working and studving in our area.

Bepging 2 remembrance in your prayers, T rerain,

Sincerely yours in St. Vincent,

Cm
J

Bernard Deggn C.M.

CC: Very Reverend Cecil Parres C.M.
Very Reverend Joseph Falanga C.M.
Very Reverend Frederick Marsch C.M.
Reverend Eugene McCarthy C.M.
Reverend James McDonrell C.M.
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WINCENTIAN FATHERS

CRLEANS VICE-PROVINCE
- 1802 TULANE AVENUE
| KEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 7oz

August 24, 1972

The Most Reverend Philio M. Hannan D.D.
78527 Wa'ﬁms}_@v Evern
New Orieans, |

ooy

Your Excellency:

I would z2popreciate it ve VoM ch 17 N 1‘.‘ .
Y - - &
- + A s

the Faculties of

2 s
. on i
I know that an
chaplain at
Your letter granting him the Faculties cer be mailed
irect7y to him at e Psul Hospital- Post 0ffice Rox
L0L0O, New Or‘sa 18, Ta. 70118, ¥Fe ras a2lready orrived
in the city 2rnd is rew living at De Paul.
Regging your b unon me our

Community, 1 rer

Sincerely yours in Ch:ist,

w @fm Com.

Bernard Degen C.M. 'J
Vice Provincial of New Orleans
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B1. John's leithnlir %tmigarg ' o Pastor’s Recommendation.
1. Name of Applicant 7W ) )

How often does he recéive Holy Communion? z““"f T el -

ol
Upos

Is he obedient to parents and superiors?

Is he devoted to study? i
Does he serve Mass at Parish Church?

‘How long has he given evidence of a vocation? 90’4 M W'

Do yo%him as a good-subject for the diocese? (Cf. Dioc. Stat. 37, 40.) ................

RS - R T

*

4.
8. Who will be responsible for the tuition? ‘fé' / 2

9. Remarks:

faih) ' 73
Signature . WYM e n o ]
| ' UL ctreee JHom, Khsncl 399 4letom 34)
" -
(Pastor will kindly procure copy of parents’ marriage certificate.) el T ; )

Pastor of
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August 20, 1942

Very Rev, Dr, M, F, Winne, C,i.,V,
1427 South 9th Street
St., Louis, Hissouri

Dear Very Reverend Father:

After having studied the past several years under the
guldance of the Vincentian Fathers and having become acguainted
with their mode of living, I find that 1 possesgs a very ardent
degire to enter your Community. Therefore, I make this formal
apprlication to you as Provincial, :

I am 21 years of age and began my study for the Holy
Priecsthood in the fall of 1038, With graduation last June, I
completed the course offered by St. John's Seminary. This
courge consisted of high school and two years of college training.
As I had previously completed mv high school in a secular school,
1t was necessary that I have two years preparatory work in Latin
and Greek before I entered college,

I have fully considered this matter, and have had several
consultations with the Very Rev, Father Conroy who has been very

kind and considerate., Praying that my apoplication will be accepted
by you, I remain

Sincerely yours,

i

John V, Farris

3512 Windsor Avenue
Kansas City, Missouri
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Congregation of the Mission
Bincentian  Hatlers
Western Province

FORM OF APPLICATION : o o T

. For Admission of Candidates.

I

Date of Application

Full Name of Applieant

Cemplete Home Address

Name of Parish... ......... D ocese%/‘@ﬂ——w .......... AT Lt

Date of Baptism : Parish p Place. W é %

..........................................................................................................................................................

Father’s Name . _’lother ’s Malden Name_

Name of Guardian

Father’s Business or Occupation..

Business Address
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e 74
Give in order the schools you have attended and lengt:: of time spent in each:

Elementary
High School . A7 &-CF2t
College

Seminary -

What was the'kist grade or class successfully completed?..... &£ 582 S=e. 0 Kt O s
Has your course of study been interrupted?..... &~ . Row Long?......2Z. .

Have you ever been dismissed from any school?....... % ...... If 50, HIVE FEASOMS.. iritoiioiiteiercerscesisdane e alerecasencanaeaeaes
Have you ever studied Latin?............5 f Zadll s *Tow many years?. ... ?/ _____________ e en
Have you ever been a member of a Teligious community?...... % ...... How long?.. oot 5 S

Give reasons for leaving

Have you attended any Seminary?........ A . ...

RTINS R P ceremssavsenenan penmanenion eemmagotsiiitennenannn peledadmennear

Have you ever been dismissed from any Seminary?........Z 52 e

Give reasons for leaving...

Give places of residence outside your own Diocese where you have lived for six months or more after the age

Vincentian (Farris) 0015



....................................................................................................................................................................................

Have you been working since vou left school? Give narticulars: where and in what capacit

Are you acquainted with any Vincentian Priests?

Who will be responsible for your board?

Z 7 )
Signed... ] 2. f B A

When returning this questionnaire fully answered, enclose CERTIFICATE of the MARRIAGE of your
parents, of your BAPTISM and CONFIRMATION, TE3TIMONIAL LETTERS of sood conduct from vour pas-
tor and from the college or high school you have attended, together with a TRANSCRIPT OF CREDITS of the
academic work you have done. A certificate of graduation from grammar school suffices for candidates to.
a high school course. The enclosed form for medical examination must be filled cut by a physician and re-
turned with the questionnaire.

N.B. A seminarian who has been adopted into any Diocese must secure permission from his Bishop {o
transfer to St. Mary’s Seminary.

Students at St. Vincent’s College, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, are expected to pay for board, $200.00 per
year (in monthly installments, if desired), or as much of that amount as possible, according to family circum-
stances. All students are required to furnish their own travel expenses, clothing, books, medical, dental, laun- .
dry and other personal expenses. :

No charge is made for the Novitiate or Major Seminary.

The growing number of our missionaries places an increasingly heavy burden upon the limited financial
resources of our Province, and it is our first duty to support our missionaries. Although the cost of the
College for the support of a student at the Cape is considerably greater than the above figure, the Vincen-
tian Fathers make up the deficit from their mission funds and burses. Our priests are glad to subsidize in this
way the work of preparing their successors and future co-lahorers. It is obviously our duty, however, to operate
our Preparatory Seminary at Cape Girardeau with as small a deficit as possible, so that our missionaries and
their work may not suffer unnecessary loss.
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Witterae Testimoniales

Pro adspirantibus ad Congregationem Missionis
Sti. Vincentii a Paulo

Fidem facimus et testamur,

diligenti inquisitione facta de qualitatibus Dilecti Nobis in Christo,

, —.....Ygennes Valentinus ¥arris

« s . L2 : R . . an o] itan:
nati in¥ansas City, o, , in paroecia‘ﬁ_‘:ﬁ% umptionis B.M.V. dioecesis Kansanopolitanae

R . 51 . o BT

_______________________ ,dxe._l_?z‘?._, mensis .. februarii anpo MCMIXI ey

subiecti Nobis ratione .. ___originis nempe de eius natalibus, mori-
v

bus, ingenio, vita, fama, conditione, scientia, an sit inquisitus aliqua censura, irregularitate aut alio

canonico impedimento irretitus, aere alienn gravatus, vel reddendae alicuius administrationis

rationi obnoxius, nihil obstare quominus praedicrus . Joannes Vsle ntinus farris
e . .tanquam. ... nowvitius clericalis

in Congregationem Missionis recipi possit.

Quapropter de iis omaibus bonum ac laudabile testimonium

supradicto....________ Joanng Yalentine Farr

................................ reddimus ipsique

praesentes Litteras Testimoniales concedimus,

Datum kw.@.-_%al_{/‘g_ , die

» Kevresars af,m

? //.um:aﬁ

Vincentian (Farris) 0017



St. Mary’s Seminary

o PERRYVILLE, MISSOURI

The Very Rever cahal Winne, C.
1427 South Wi 1 Stree
St. Louis,

Very Revserend

severs in
£3
e

ko

A

v
oronouneine

[

ssion

T

Request to make Good Purposes
approved by unanimous vote of
the Domestic Council, Sept. 3, 1943

vaUbu«\»b 517$RJL;15:AJ
Y Aapm (g 43
Fomatonts TS oz
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Vow Questionaire,

1. Have you actually read tue Briefs and Decrees?,

2. Have you actually reaa the Explanatioc Votorum?

& ’
3. Did you understand the explanation of vows us read v Cpess
and explained? ‘ e
4, Have you definitely and idea of the moae of life jou é%iay/
are to live according to the Common Rules or Constitutions? .
5, Have you read and understood the Rules of tune Internal 4 4iyggv’
Seninary? -
. . {:fv’f',! {,g/
6. Are you willingly taking your vows? “7
A W
7. Have you been told to take your vows contrary to your ‘ S le
wish and desire by your Director?
.
u/;/éﬁ’

8., Do you know wnat your vows exact of you, particularly g
Poverty and Obedience? o

9.Do you believe in the principles of inw Spiritual life
as regards silence,mortification, observunce of rules -- ,
the practices of poveriy, obedience and siability? (f

10.Have your professors ever said anytuing to you avout P
your studies-- stating that you wers wanting in
mebtal ability?

The above guestions were ruad and answeret by me belfors I
took ry vows; and I hereby attach my siznature us a proof
thut I knew what I was doing in taking my vowg,and that

I answered tha above guestions with avsolute trutafulness.
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St. Marg’s Seminary

PERRYVILLE, MISSOURI

o . oy
September 25, 1944

ery Heverend farshall Z. Winne C.0.VY,
l*~7 south Ninth Street

.

Saint Louis 4, idssouri
Dear Father VWinne,

On thns twentv~ e month I n; the
seriod of ‘ovi g egation.
Having obiainszd and the
couse vouncil, I request vour ne my Holy Vows
on that

migsion to wron

£ two years in the
S0 rmch so,

in accordance with the Tommon mles ) 1i
your permission %o retain and So use c1id poc
cnaln wolceh I owned orler to my entrance into the Community.
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Testimonium ordinationis receptae
o Cans 1010, 2

" Prefix this oumber s yomr reply .
re: 5 mumbee o o rep @}gg %th:ﬁjtgﬁg ﬁﬁi ';ngm

Bifice of the Chancellor
FBI0 LINOELL. SOULEVARD
S LOUIS S, 10,

GEORGIUS J. DONNELLY

VICARIUS CAPITULARIS, SEDE VACANTE
ARCHIDIOECESIS SANCTI LUDQOVICI

UNIVERSIS et singulis, ad quos praesentes litterae pervenerint
testamur, Nos Georgium J. Domnelly, Vicarium Capitularem, Archidicecesis

Sancti Ludovici, Perryville, Missouri , in sscello Aedium Schole sticarum

Seminarii Sanctae Marise . die 258 mensis Maii R
in festo Sanctae Marise Magd. de Pazzis s an. ourr. dilectum Nobis in
Christo Dnum. <Joannem FARRIS, e Congregatione Missionis professum 3

, cum dimissoriis proprii Provincialis ’

praeviis spiritualibus exercitiis ac praevio examine ad normam juris ido-
neum repertum et admissum, cum caeremoniis et solemnitetibus necessariis

8t opportunis juxta S. R. E. ritum ad Primem TONSURAM Clericalem

servatis de jure servandis, in Domino promovisse.

In quorum fidem has litteras, a Nobls et Nostro Cancellario

subscriptas, sigillogque nostro munitas, expsdiri jussimus,

Datum Sancti Ludoviei, ex Aedibus Curiase Archiepiscopalis
] »

die25a mensis Maii , enni 1946 ,

Vicarifs Capikflaris, Sede vacante
Episcopus Auxilé&aris Arche. Sti. Iudoviecl

QMW@

Cancellarius Of
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No.

Prefix this numbec s yowr reply

Testimonium ordinationis receptae
Can. 1010, 2

,:«SL:;,,‘

@Yye Axchdivcese of St Howis
WBifics of the Chancellor

FBI0 LiNDELL BOULEVARD
ST, LOUIS S, M0,

GEORGIUS Jo DONNELLY

VICARIUS CAPITULARIS, SEDE VACANTE
ARCHIDIOCECESIS SANCTI LUDOVICI

UNIVERSIS et singulis, ad quos praesentes litterae pervenserint
testamur, Nos Georgium .J. Donnelly, Vicarium Capitularem, Archidicecesis

Sancti Ludovici, Perryville, Missouri , in ecclesia Assumptionis adnexa

Seminario Sanctae Marise Barrenensis die 26a mensis Maii )

in Dominica Quinta post Pascha s ane curr. dilectum Nobis in

Christo Dnum. Joamnem FARRIS, clericum e Congregatione Missionis professum

, cum dimissoriis proprii Provincialis .,

praeviis spiritualibus exercitiis ac praevio examine ad normem juris ido-
neum repertum et admissum, cum caeremoniis et solemnitatibus necesseriis

et opportunis juxta S. R. E. ritum ad OSTIARIATUM ET LECTORATUM

servatis de jure servandis, in Domino promovisse.

In quorum fidem has litteras, a Nobis et Nostro Cancellario

subsoriptas, sigilloque nostro munitas, expediri Jussimus,.

Datum Sancti Ludoviei, ex Aedibus Curiae Archilepiscopalis,

die 268 pensis Maii , enni 1946,

A}

75  oenss,

Vicar is Capzzgiaris, Sede vacante
Episcopus Auxilédris Arch. Sti, Ludovici

éﬁgéﬂk?bv%ggéellarius 7
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Testimonium ordinationis receptac
Can. 1010,2.

JOSEPH ELMERUS RITTER

[UNIVERSIS et singulis, ad quos praesentes litterae

pervenerint testamur, Nos Joseph Elmerum Ritter, Archdioecesis Sancti Ludovici Archiepiscopum,

Perryville in sacello Aedium Scholasticarum Seminarii S, Mariae

die3la mensis  Maii ___in Sabbato Quat. Temp., Pentecostes , an. curr,

dilectum Nobis in Christo DnumJoannem FARRIS, Congregationis Missionis clericum

professum cum dimissotlis proprii Provincialis

¥

praeviis spiritualibus exercitiis ac praevio examine ad normam juris idoneum repertum et admissum, cum

caeremoniis et solemnitatibus necessariis et opportunis juxta S. R. E. ritum adEXORCISTATUM ET

—ACOLYTHATIM servatis de jure servandis, de Nostro mandato, in Domino promovisse.

In quorum fidem has litteras, a Nobis et Nostro Cancellario subscriptas, sigilloque nostro munitas,

expediri jussimus.

Datum Sancti Ludovici, ex Aedibus Curiae Archiepiscopalis, die_318_mensis__ Maii

anni_ 1947
_buers 84
Archiepiscopus Sancti Ludovici
L. S. Cancellarius
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JUSJURANDUM

Juxta Instructionem Sacrae Congregationis De Religiosis
Die 1. Decembris, 1931

Ego subsignatus
Congregationis Missioﬁ;s cum petitionem Superioribus exhibuerim
pro recipiendo subdiaconatus ordine, diligenter re perpensa coram
Deo, iuramentoc interposito, testificor: 1. Nulla me coactione, seu
vi, aut nullo impelli timore in recipiendo eodem sacro ordine,
sed ipsum sponte exoptare, ac plena liberaque voluntate eumdem
cum adnexis oneribus amplecti velle. 2. Fateor mihi plene esse
cognita cuncta onera ex ecdem sacro ordine dimanantia, quae
sponte amplector, ac Deo opitulante propone me toto vitae curri-
culo diligenter servare. 3. Quae castitatis voto ac coelibatus
lege praecipiuntur, clare me percipere testor, eaque integre ser-
vare usque ad extremum vitae, Leo adiuvante, firmiter statuo.

4. Denique sincera fide spondeo iugiter me fore, ad normam sagro-
rum cancnum, obsequentissime obtemperaturum iis omnibus quae mihi
a Praepositis, iuxta Ecclesiaze disciplinam, praecipientur, para-
tus virtutum exempla, tum opere, cum sermone, aliis praebere,
adeo ut tanti officii susceptione retributionem a Deo promissanm
accipere merear. Sic testor ac iuro, super haec Sancta Dei

Evangelia, quae manu mea tango.

.............

Juramentum rite coram me eiiisum testor,

\\//) %/ / »JZ L2 ///%/%/UJ
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PROFESSIONIS FIDEI ET IURISIURANDI FORMULA

Praescripta in Motu Proprio “Sacrorum Antistitum? Pii PP, X. die 1. mensis Sept., anni 1910.

Ego, N.N.,

firma fide credo et profiteor omnia et singula, quae continentur in symbolo Fidei,
quo sancta Romana Ecclesia utitur, videlicet: Credo in unum Deum, Patrem omni-
potentem, factorem caeli et terrae, visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in unum
Domintum Jesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum. Et ex Patre natum ante om-
nia saecula. Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum verum de Deo vero. Genitum,
non factum, consubstantialem Patri: per quem omnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos
homines et propter nostram salutem descendit de caelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu
Sancto ex Maria Virgine, et Homofactusest. Crucifixus etiam pro nobis; sub Pontio
Pilato passus, et sepultus est. Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Secripturas. Et
ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris. Et iterum venturus est cum gloria
judicare vivos et mortuos; cuius regni non erit finis. Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Do-
minum, et vivificantem; qui ex Patre Filioque procedit. Quicum Patreet Filio simul
adoratur et conglorificatur, qui locutus est per Prophetas. Et Unam, Sanctam,
Catholicam et Apostolicam FEcclesiam. Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem
peccatorum. Et expecto resurrectionem mortuorum. Et vitam venturi saeculi.
Amen. Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas traditiones, reliquasque eiusdem Ecclesiae obser-
vationes et constitutiones firmissime admitto et amplector. Item sacram Scripturam
iuxta eum sensum, quem tenuit et tenet sancta Mater Ecclesia, cuius est judicare de
vero sensu et interpretatione sacrarum Scripturarum, admitto; nec eam unquam, nisi
juxta unanimem consensum Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor. Profiteor quoque
septem esse vere et proprie Sacramenta novae Legis a Tesu Christo Domino nostro
instituta, atque ad salutem humani gemeris, licet non ommia singulis, necessaria,
scilicet, Baptismum, Confirmationem, Eucharistiam, Paenitentiam, Extremam Unc-
tionem, Ordinem et Matrimonium: illaque gratiam conferre; et ex his Baptismum,
Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sacrilegio reiterari non posse. Receptos quoque et
approbatos Ecclesiae Catholicae ritus in supradictorum omnium Sacramentorum sol-
lemni administratione recipio et admitto. Omnia et singula, quae de peccato originali
et de iustificatione in sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt,
amplector et recipio. Profiteor pariter in Missa offerri Deo verum, proprium et pro-
pitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis et defunctis; atque in sanctissimo Fucharistiae
sacramento esse vere, realiter et substantialiter Corpus et Sanguinem-una cum anima
et divinitate Domini nostri Tesu Christi, fierique conversionem totius substantiae
panis in corpus et totius substantiae vini in Sanguinem, quam conversionem' Catholica
Ecclesia Transubstantiationem appellat. Fateor etiam sub altera tantum specie to-
tum atque integrum Christum, verumque Sacramentum sumi. Constanter teneo Pur-
gatorium esse, animasque ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis iuvari. Similiter et Sanctos
una cum Christo regnantes venerandos atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes Deo
pro nobis offerre, atque eorum Reliquias esse venerandas. Firmiter assero imagines
Christi, ac Deiparae semper Virginis, nec non aliorum Sanctorum habendas et reti-
nendas esse, atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendam. Indulgenti-
arum etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christi-
ano populo maxime salutarem esse affirmo. Sanctam, Catholicam et Apostolicam
Romanam Ecclesiam, omnium ecclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romano-
que Pontifice, beati Petri Apostolorum Principis successori, ac Iesu Christi Vicario
veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro. Caetera item omnia a sacris Canonibus et
Oecumenicis Conciliis,ac praecipue a sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo, et ab oecu-
menico Concilio Vaticano tradita, definita ac declarata, praesertim de Romani Ponti-
ficis Primatu et infallibili magisterio, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor; simulque
contraria omnia, atque haereses quascumgque ab Ecclesia damnatas et reiectas et
anathematizatas, ego pariter damno, reiicio, et anathematizo. Hanc veram Catholi-
cam Fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest, quam in praesenti sponte profiteor
et veraciter teneo, eandem integram et inviolatam usque ad extremum vitae spiritum
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constantissime, Deo adiuvante, retinere et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, seu illis,
quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, et doceri et praedicari, quantum
in me erit, curaturum, ego idem N, spondeo, voveo ac iuro.

Item firmiter amplector ac recipio
omnia et singula, quae ab inerranti
Ecclesiae magisterio definita, adserta ac
declarata sunt, praesertim ea doctrinae
capita, quae huius temporis erroribus
directo adversantur. Ac primum qui-
dem Deum, rerum omnium principium
et finem, naturali rationis lumine per ea
quae facta sunt, hoc est, per visibilia
creationis opera, tamquam causam per
effectus, certo cognosci, adeoque de-
monstrari etiam posse, profiteor. Se-
cundo: Externa revelationis argumenta,
hoc est, facta divina, in primisque mira-
cula et prophetias admitto et agnosco
tamquam signa certissima divinitus or-
tae Christianae Religionis, eademque
teneo aetatum omnium atque homi-
num, etiam huius temporis, intelligen-
tiae esse maxime accommodata. Ter-
tio: Firma pariter fide credo, Ecclesiam,
verbi revelati custodem et magistram,
per ipsum verum atque historicum
Christum, cum apud nos degeret, pro-
xime ac directo institutam, eandemque
super Petrum, apostolicae hierarchiae
principem eiusque in aevum successores
aedificatam. Quarto: Fidei doctrinam
ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres
eodem sensu eademque semper senten-
tia ad nos usque transmissam, sincere
recipio; ideoque prorsus reiicio haereti-
cum commentum evolutionis dogma-
tum, ab uno in alium sensum transeun-
tium, diversum ab eo, quem prius habuit
Ecclesia; pariterque damno errorem om-
nem, quo divino deposito, Christi Spon-
sae tradito ab Eaque fideliter custodien-
do, sufficitur philosophicum inventum,
vel creatio humanae conscientiae, homi-
num conatu sensim efformatae et in
posterum indefinito progressu perfici-
endae. Quinto: Certissime teneo ac
sincere profiteor, Fidem non esse cae-
cum sensum religionis e latebris sub-
conscientiae erumpentem, sub pressione
cordis et inflexionis voluntatis moraliter
informatae, sed verum assensum intel-
lectus veritati extrinsecus acceptae ex
auditu, quo nempe, quae a Deo per-
sonali, creatore ac domino nostro dicta,
testata et revelata sunt, vera esse credi-
mus, propter Dei auctoritatem summe
veracis.

“I.... firmly hold and accept each
and every definition of the unerring
teaching of the Church, with all she has
maintained and declared, but especially
those points of doctrine which express-
ly combat the errors of our time. In
the first place I profess my belief that
God, the beginning and end of all, can
be certainly known and therefore proved
to exist by the natural light of reason
from the things that are made, that is,
from the visible works of the creation
as a cause from its effects. Next I
recognize and acknowledge the external
arguments of revelation, that is, divine
facts, especially miracles and prophe-
cies, as most certain signs of the divine
origin of the Christian religion, and 1
hold that these are altogether suited to
the understanding of every age and of
all men, also of our times. Thirdly,
I likewise hold with firm faith that the
Church, the guardian and exponent of
the revealed Word, was proximately and
directly founded by the true and his-
toric Christ Himself, while He dwelt
amongst us, and that she was also built
upon Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic
Hierarchy, and upon his successors to
the end of time. Fourthly, I sincerely
accept the teaching of faith as trans-
mitted down to us from the Apostles
through the orthodox Fathers in the
same sense and even in the same word-
ing; and, therefore, I wholly reject the
heretical notions of the evolution of
dogmas, which pass from one sense to
another alien to that which the Church
held from the start; and I likewise con-
demn every error whereby is substitut-
ed for the divine deposit, entrusted by
Christ to His Spouse and by Her to be
faithfully guarded, a philosophic sys-
tem or the creation of a human con-
sciousness, gradually refined by the
striving of men and finally to be per-
fected hereafter by indefinite progress.
Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely
profess that Faith is not a blind religious
sense making its way out of the hidden
regions of the sub-liminal consciousness,
morally tinged by the influence of heart
and will, but is a true assent of the in-
tellect to truth received from without
by hearing, an assent whereby we be-
lieve to be true, because of the authority
of the all-true God, whatever by the
personal God, our Creator and Lord,
has been spoken, testified and revealed.

Vincentian (Farris) 0026



Me etiam, qua par est, reverentia,
subiicio totoque animo adhaereo dam-
nationibus, declarationibus, praescrip-
tis omnibus, quae in Encyclicis litteris
“Pascendi” et in Decreto “‘Lamentabi-
1i” continentur, praesertim circa eam
quam historiam dogmatum vocant.
Idem reprobo errorem affirmantium,
propositam ab Ecclesia fidem posse his-
toriae repugnare, et Catholica dogmata,
quo sensu nunc intelliguntur, cum veri-
oribus Christianae religionis originibus
componi non posse. Damno quoque
ac reiicio eorum sententiam, qui dicunt,
Christianum hominem eruditiorem in-
duere personam duplicem, aliam cre-
dentis, aliam historici, quasi liceret his-
torico ea retinere, quae credentis fidei
contradicant, aut praemissas adstruere,
ex quibus consequatur dogmata esse aut
falsa aut dubia, modo haec directo non
denegentur. Reprobo pariter eam Serip-
turae Sanctae diiudicandae atque inter-
pretandae rationem, quae, Ecclesiae
traditione, analogia Fidei, et Apostolicae
Sedis normis posthabitis, rationalista-
rum commentis inhaeret, et criticen tex-
tus velut unicam supremamque regu-
lam, haud minus licenter quam temere
amplectitur. Sententiam praeterea il-
lorum reiicio qui tenent, doctori disci-
plinae historicae theologicae tradendae,
aut iis de rebus scribenti seponendam
prius esse opinionem ante conceptam
sive de supernaturali origine Catholicae
traditionis, sive de promissa divinitus
ope ad perennem conservationem unius-
cuiusque revelati veri; deinde scripta
Patrum singulorum interpretanda solis
scientiae principiis, sacra qualibet auc-
toritate seclusa, eaque iudicii libertate,
qua profana quaevis monumenta solent
investigari. In universum denique me
alienissimum ab errore profiteor, quo
modernistae tenent in sacra traditione
nihil inesse divini; aut, quod longe dete-
rius, pantheistico sensu illud admittunt;
ita ut nihil iam restet nisi nudum fac-
tum et simplex, communibus historiae
factis aequandum; hominum nempe sua
industria, sollertia, ingenio scholam a
Christo eiusque Apostolis inchoatam per
subsequentes aetates continuantium.
Proinde fidem Patrum firmissime reti-
neo et ad estremum vitae spiritum
retinebo, de charismate veritatis certo,
quod est, fuit eritque semper in episcopa-
tus ab Apostolis successione; non ut id

“] further, with all due reverence,
submit and with my whole mind ad-
here to all the condemnations, declara-
tions, and ordinances contained in the
Encyclical letter Pascendi and in the
Decree Lamentabili, particularly re-
garding what is called the history of
Dogma.

“I also reject the error of those who
aver that the Faith proposed by the
Church may be in conflict with history,
and that Catholic dogmas in the sense
in which they are now understood can-
not be harmonized with the more truth-
ful “origins’” of Christianity. More-
over, I condemn and reject the opinion
which declares that a Christian man of
better culture can assume a dual per-
sonality, one as a believer and another
as an historian, as if it were permissible
for the historian to hold fast what his
faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay
down premises from which there fol-
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of
dogmas, provided only that these are
not directly denied. Likewise I reject
that method of estimating and interpret-
ing Holy Writ, which, setting aside the
Church’s tradition and the analogy of
Faith and the rules of the Apostolic See,
adopts the rationalists’ principles and
with equal arbitrariness-and rashness
considers criticism of the text the one
only supreme rule. Furthermore, I re-
ject the opinion of those who hold that
a teacher of the science of Historical
Theology or the writer on the subject
must first put aside the notions pre-
viously conceived about the superna-
tural origin of Catholic tradition or
about the divine aid promised for the
perpetual preservation of each revealed
truth: then, that the writings of in-
dividual Fathers must be interpreted
solely by the data of science, without
any reference to sacred authority, and
with that freedom of judgment where-
with every profane record is usually
examined.

“Finally and in general, I declare my-
self to be far removed from the error
of the modernists who hold that in
sacred tradition there is nothing inher-
ently divine; or who—far worse still—
admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that
thus there would remain only a bare
simple fact equal to the ordinary facts
of history, viz., that the school started
by Christ and His Apostles finds, in the
ages that follow, men to carry it on by
their energy, their skill, and their genius.
Wherefore most firmly do I retain and
to my last breath will I retain the Faith
of the Fathers of the Church concern-
ing the sure endowment of truth, which
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teneatur quod melius et aptius videri
possit secundum suam cuiusque aetatis
culturam, sed ut nunquam aliter creda-
tur, nungquam aliter intelligatur abso-
luta et immutabilis veritas ab initio per
Apostolos praedicata.

Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, in-
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola~
biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab iis
sive in docendo sive quomodolibet ver-
bis scriptisque deflectendo. Sic spon-
deo, sic iuro, sic me Deus adjuvet, et
haec sancta Dei Evany;elia.g

Subscribitur

is, has been, and ever will be in the suc-
cession of the Episcopate from the
Apostles; not in such a way that what
seems best and most fitting according
to the refinement of each age may be
held, but that the absolute and un-
changeable truth preached from the be-
ginning by the Apostles may never in
any different wise be believed, never in
any different wise be understood.

All this I promise that I will faithfully,
entirely and sincerely keep and in-
violably guard, and from this never in
teaching or howsoever by word or writ-
ing in the least depart. So I promise,
so I swear, so help me God and these
His holy gospels.

Ex loco

oy

Die mensis

AD.

Turamentym rite corarh nobis gmissum testamur.
4 7 4

-

piig) D S22 mand 2 )y

/.fl YRR Oy P
Episcopus (vel Delegatus Episcopi )< i At a L

/,{ v i./ »
N. T :/ - é{/‘/éd ,éy.

“‘Si quis autem, quod Deus avertat, jusiurandum violare ausus fuerit, ad Sancti
Officii tribunal illico deferatur.”” (Motu Proprio “Sacrorum Antistitum.””)

REMARKS

I The Profession of Faith is made and the Oath taken before the Ordinary
of the place or his Delegate by:
a) the Vicar General,
b) the Diocesan Consultors,
¢) the Censor of books,
d) Pastors,
e) Confessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise
their functions,
f) Clerics called to Subdeaconship,
g) Superiors and Professors in the Grand Seminary. ‘
(Cf. C. 1406 et Motu Prop. Pii PP. X., Sept. 1. 1910.)
». When several take the Oath at the same time, one may read the formula
aloud; at the end each one, placing his hand on the gospels reads the words “Haec
omnia spondeo,” etc., and signs his name. (8. C. Consist. Oct. 25, 1910.)

3. The document is to be kept in the safe of the diocesan curia.

ABBEY STUDENT PRINT,
#T. BENEBICT § COLLEGE, ATCHISAN, KANS.
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ordi ioni
Can. 1010,2.

JOSEPH ELMFERUS RITTER

[UNIVERSIS et singulis, ad quos praesentes litterae
pervenerint testamur, Nos Joseph Elmerum Ritter, Archdioecesis Sancti Ludovici Archiepiscopum,

Perryville , in sacello Aedium Scholasticarum Seminarii S5, Mariae

die __30a mensis__Maii jin Dom.2a post Pent,infra Oct.Ssmi.C.Christi  an. curr.

dilectum Nobis in Christo Dnum. Jaonnem FARRIS,
clericym e Congregatione Missionis professum, cum dimissoriis proprii Provincialis,

praeviis spiritualibus exercitiis ac praevio examine ad normam juris idoneum repertum et admissum, cum

caeremoniis et solemnitatibus necessariis et opportunis juxta S. R. E. ritum ad Sacrum SUBDIACONATUS

Ordinem servatis de jure servandis, de Nostro mandato, in Domino promovisse.

In quorum fidem has litteras, a Nobis et Nostro Cancellario subscriptas, sigilloque nostro munitas,

expediri jussimus.

Datum Sancti Ludovici, ex Aedibus Curiae Archiepiscopalis, die_ 302 mensis_Mail
anni_ 1918 .

+ﬁw,/u{\,g éﬂs

chhiepiscopus Sancti Ludovici

Cancellarius ¢
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Testimonium Ordinationis receptae
Can. 1010.2.

JOSEPH ERMELIUS RITTER

DEI ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA
ARCHIEPISCOPUS SANCTI LUDOVICI

UNIVERSIS et singulis, ad quos praesentes litterae pervenerint testamur,
Excmum, ac Revmum. Dnum. Joannem Patritium Cody, Episcopum titularem Apolloniensem, et Auxiliarem
Archiepiscopi Sancti Ludovici.

Sancti Iundovici , in sacello Seminarii Majoris Kenrickiani

die__ 728 _mensis_Octobris in festo Sacratissimi Rosarii B. M. V. |, an. curr

dilectum Nobis in Christo Dnum.dJoannem FARRIS, Congregationis Missionis subdiaconum
et i . {3 Provineiali ,

praeviis spiritualibus exercitiis ac praevio examine ad normam juris idoneum repertum et admissum, cum

caeremoniis et solemnitatibus necessariis et opportunis juxta S. R. E. ritum ad_Sacrum DIACONATUS
Ordinem

servatis de jure servandis, de Nostro mandato, in Domino promovisse.

In quorum fidem has litteras, a Nobis et Nostro Cancellario subscriptas, sigilloque nostro munitas,

expediri jussimus:

Datum Sancti Ludovici, ex Aedibus Curice Archiepiscopalis, die. 78 mensis_Qetobris
can_l_Q)_-L_a_;

st F éﬂff;“

Archiepiscopus Sancti Ludovici

MO'W

”f—
///‘ Cancellarius J
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Testimonium Ordinationis receptae
Can. 1010,2.

JOSEPH ELMERUS RITTER

DEI ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA
ARCHIEPISCOPUS SANCTI LUDOVICI

UNIVERSIS et singulis, ad quos praesentes litterae pervenerint testamur,
Excmum, ac Revmum. Dnum. Carolum Hermemnum Helmsing, Episcopum titularem Axiomitanum, et Auxi-

licrem Archiepiscopi Sancti Ludovici.

Perryville in ecclesia Assumptionis, Seminarii Sancate Mariae

die__ 128 mensis_ Junii , _in Dom, SS. et Individuae Trinitatis an. curr.
dilectum Nobis in Christo Dnum. Joannem FARRIS, Congreg i issionis

clericum professum cum dimissoriis proprii Provincialis

praeviis spiritualibus exercitiis ac praevio examine ad normam juris idoneum repertum et admissum, cum
caeremoniis et solemnitatibus necessariis et opportunis juxta S. R. E. ritum ad_Sacrum PEESBYTEBRATUS

Ordinem servatis de jure servandis, de Nostro mandato, in Domino promovisse.

In quorum fidem has litteras, d Nobis et Nostro Cancellario subscriptas, sigilloque nostro munitas,

expediri jussimus:

Datum Sancti Ludovici, ex Aedibus Curiae Archiepiscopdlis, die_12a mensis.Junii

anni__ 1949
M&’

Archleplscopus Saneti Ludovici

1+ @M/ O Jhéi(z?f

Cancellarius
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Seminary O/ Our o[)ac/y, Queen 0/ fée ./411«?2/?’

15101 SAN FERNANDO MISSION BOULEVARD - LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
EMpire 1-0184 P. O. BOX 1071
EMpire 1-4301, Faculty SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA

January 2l, 1955

Very Rev. James W. Stakelum, C.M.V.
189 Cass Avenue
St. Louis 6, Missouri

Dear PFPather Stakelum:

»

Gretia Domini nostri sit semper nobiscum!

I spoke to Father Roden thils worning, and
he has instructed me to write the following
letter.

A friend of mine has offered the
opportunity for me to take a European Tour
of eleven countries. All expenses will be
paid by that person. It is a conducted tour
end will take 39 days. Not knowing whatb
action I should take in the matter, I
consulted Febher Roden who gave his permission
and advised me to seek yours.

The bour will begin in June and there
will be no difflcultv in arranging our
schedule here.

Asking your advice on the matter and,
if you think fit, your vermission to ma?
such & trip, I remain

f;hn V Farris icem.
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Archdiocese of Denver

(PLEASE WRITE PLAINLY)

Reverend dear Father: Be kind enough to fill out this blank carefully and accurately and return to the Chancery Office,
1536 Logan Street.

% URBAN J. VEHR,

Archbishop of Denver.
Name (in full) Rev John Valentine_ F.‘?Tﬁ%_s.’_ 9_‘.M: _____
Where born?___Kansas Clty, Missouri _________________ ..
On what date?__lebruary 13, 1921
WHERE and WHEN did you make your PHILOSOPHICAL studies? _ St Mary's Seminary,

WHERE and WHEN did you make your THEOLOGICAL studies? ____{Same as above) ______________
What languages can you speak?___English only _____
WHEN, WHERE, and BY WHOM were you ordained a priest? _Ordained priest by the Most _____

Rev. Charles Helmsing then Auxiliary of St. Louls, at St. Mary's

B o s o o St e e 0 S o e T i S e i S o e o e WY e el . e o . o S . S S S o, ok S e B o 4t o Tt e s s . e et om0 e ot L AN e i e

If not ordained for the Archdiocese of Denver, to WHAT diocese or dioceses did you belong before coming to

Denver? _liember of Congregation of Missions - held Faculties in the Los

When did you come to the Archdiocese of Denver? _January 25, 1964

If not ordained for the Archdiocese of Denver, have you been incardinated? ._1° ________________________

Signed: Rev. . 7ZZ&tu Z_ _c_é/@__"/}:f&__g .
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Los ANGELES COLLEGE -

241 SOUTH DETROIT STREET
LOS ANGELES 36
CALIFORNIA

July 23, 1953

Dear Father Stakelum,

Jesus Christus sit

‘Jo

Gratia Domini Nostr
semper moblscum.

Q%fﬂ In order to avold the confusion of last
Y& summer, I request at this time your permission
N & * - @ 5 = b - -
to visit Perryville and the Student's Cemp if

my father allows the use of his car. Also, ’
7 9-[,1 j] I request your permission to spend four days
at the Grand Csnyon on my return trip to

Los Angeles. I should like very mach to see
the Canyon and to take pilctures of it.

Awsiting vour reply as to the arrangements
to be made, 1 am
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September 10, 1954

Reverend John V. Farris, C.l.
Our Lady, Queen of the Angels Seminary
San Fernando, California

Dear Father Farriss
Gratia Domini zms‘hri sit semper nobiscuml

In order to grant your vequest that you be allowed to
devote your time to teaching, I have made arrangements to relieve
you of the duties of spiritual director. Father Joseph Haley
will take over the duties of this office and will be director for
all the seminarians. Thus you will be free to devoie your time
entirely to teaching in the seminary. This will relieve your
as far as the difficultiss you previously encountered concerning
the conflict of the two responsibilities of professor and spiritual
director., ’

T wish to take this cccasion to thank you for the excellent
manney in which you perd the duties of this double office in the
past; and I sincerely hop ; , s
will ensble you to give all your time to the study of
teaching of the science courses in the seminary.

Wishing you exe
this coming year, I remain

success and happiness in your work during
Humbly and devotedly yours in St. Vincent,
James W. Stekelum, Cﬂkﬁtvd

cc: Fr. Eoden.
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Seminary o/ Our ol)acly, Queen o/) the ./4nge£s

15101 SAN FERNANDO MISSION BOULEVARD - LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

P. O. BOX 1071
EMpire 1-0186 SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA

fl t ?
Monday Evening iﬁi’é’“ 55/

o

Gretis Domini nostri sit semper nobiscum!

Your letter of assignment arrived this
morning and I want to t;fm.nk you for your kind
consideration in my behall,

5ot e

-
o

T

in co 7’7061”1”11{15
o now 1In the
ave Soi

W PR
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Roverend Joha Ve me, Calle

taninary of Ouy lady Cuoon of the mm
Pa Gc Box m

-San Perremde, Calif,

Deax Fathenr “v‘m*is: ,
T aratia m noptrd it comper nbiscumd

muring a recond visid to Peryyville, I wm"iwﬂ
with fathor tarbin the erpangements for the Suwmmer Sesslon
at the Darrense It is now sotiled definltely thatwwm At
expect you to teech the Chemdishey cum*ca. Henee PARA AN T
corrmadcation should be resarded ot tee fined lmez:b A
of the z;x:&z‘hiﬁm

Yo are condidont thet you will ﬁe&s&z a gwd courga;
sl T krew bhob your kowve of the mﬂmrhmsewi}l Lrsure ﬁmt« :
&e%e&mat,zerw;vmew&albe -vau&mtplwm :

Thanking you sluaporely for cooperating in thig
mblory I remain v :

Tevotedly yours in Gte Vincenby

Jomes We Ctekeluny Celles

~~

’

eor Tathar Jerbin
Father Roden
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April 1, 1957

Dear Tathor Farris: _

Gratia Domini nogtri sit seiper nobiscunt 2 A ;

I sincerely hope that tose lines find you well and m}gw, £ ol
' restored to healthe Hince T )me roturned to this par—’e. c}f the | ; -
FI‘G“’LWB: I have consulted with Pather Hartin about the summer |
scheol mrogran ath Perryville. T would like very much fcsr yeu ‘he
teabh éciemea at E’m«rille} caing this session. Plsase ged in i) ‘
touch with Father Danlel Hartin and lsarn exmctly what course is T
to be tanght this Swmer. | a5

Before you come Bast I shall write you again to give you more

specific ingbructions 4 ing the natters discussed by us
in our recent dorwerszsbions.
Tishing you every blessing at this holy Sastor Season, I remain

Devotaily yours in Ste Vincent,
James ¥e Stakelumy CalieVe

tos Tre Marbin
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Seminary o/ Our o[)ac/y, Queen o/ the ./4nge[4

15101 SAN FERNANDO MISSION BOULEVARD - 1OS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

P. O. BOX 1071
EMpire 1-0186 SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA

hpril 16, 1957

Deoyr Father Staltelums:

Grobis Domini nostri sit semper noblscuml

wes delishted to recelve your letter t
afternoon and most certainly ecqulesce to your
vwish. As T told wvou, Father, I dld enjoy @y
stay at Perrjv171e lest swmer, snd do now

e

2
consider it o privilege to return.

the course he desires and reguest
E} . Fal

he sent thet I familiarize
his wisheoes.

shall write Father Mertin this evening

O T

I
concern
Ei“t &

£

I believe thet uy health hes ¥
since we leaot met. R fur ed to the cgln,ry
the followins Sunday end heve been t— cning

1

everyday since thalt time,

gsolicitude on
ot your deelsion
discnssad will be
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5 rwmﬂm Califomia

Do Fothoar Parrist ‘
Gratda Domtnd rostel ol seper robl ocusd

%&S@ -#3:“-1&-?%-- O W : _'%m--a,:a- 1&
T Vincordss m s Cope Clyeodenn mmi, oo ‘ﬁ}i& 1?'?«53 ndmol
m,ﬁtmmmmtdmmm wwmaﬁwmm—
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Congregation of the Mission ——y

MIDWEST PROVINCE 13663 RIDER TRAIL NORTH EARTH CITY, MISSOURI 63045-1512
PHONE: 314/344-1184
FAX: 314/344-2989

January 20, 2003

Reverend John V. Farris, C.M.
St. Joseph Hill Inf Rd
Eureka, MO 63025

Dear Jack,
Laudetur Iesus Christus.

I received your letter of 11 January 2003 asking if you can substitute
rosaries for the Divine Office in light of the difficulties you have in reading. I am
sorry to hear of your eye sight problems and am happy to grant your request.
I leave the particulars of commutation to your own personal judgment.

As you know, there have been a number of changes in provincial
administration. I know that Joe Hess did a lot to help you over the years. Joe
has moved on after serving seventeen years as provincial treasurer. Chas Shelby
has taken over and will be happy to assist you even as Joe once did.

Jack, may God bless you at the beginning of this New Year. I remember
you at Holy Mass and ask that you keep my work in your prayers also. I pray
that this finds you in good health.

In Saint Vincent,

(e Apiecl

James E. Swift, C.M.
Visitor

THE VINCENTIANS
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0 Re:s FARRLIS, Rev. Jom V., C. M,
P

p4

PROGRESS NOTE - July 22, 1958:

It has been approximately three weeks since patient took some alcoholic drinks
and reacted quite severely to a relatively small amount. This was during my
absence from the city and patient was seen by Dr. il Because of organic
signs Dr. @ referred patient to Dr. (R for his opinion. Reference

is made to Dr. YA report in which it was found that patient's symptoms
and signs did not point to an organic diagnosis. Patient clsared rapidly
under symptomatic care and was in good condition when seen by the undersigned
upon his return to St. Louis.

Patient was cordial, passive and emphatic as usual in his expressions that he
now knows he can never drink, that at long last he really realizes his situa-
tion and that he feels sure he could control himself, In the following few
days this type of "promising! and verlyal 'understanding' persisted. Gradually
the examiner made it apparent to patient that this same type of enmphatic and
definitive promises were made before (at this time patient brought up the
"human" factor) and because of this it was suggested that a regular program

be set up for patiemt so that we would direct, guide and be aware of his where-
abouts and activities. "I'1ll do whatever you say, Doctor" was the stock answer
given then as had also been given many times before. Soon after patient began
asking - indirectly at first - for more privileges, to shop for example, and
unquestionably expecting affimative responses, but with denial (except with

a suitable companion to accompany him) until we could be more reasonably assured
of his ability to handle increased privileges, patient became more defensive
and critical., Discussion and attenpts at explanation ard reasoning have not
helped to date as patient is becoming more and more resentful. He is now
attempting such verbal devices as "You can't keep me tied down farever, you know"
and "You'll see what will happean (if you don't let me on my own)" to win his
point. (Patient has full ground privileges; he is able to leave grounds daily
on his own to attend his assigned duties at St. Anne's and he can leave with a
companion for shopping, recreation, etc.)

Patient can and probably will use his "restrictions" as rationalization if and
when he fails in his verbal intentions in the future., At this point I do not
know whether patient is fully aware of his own failures. It appears to me that
when patient makes a statement, the validity of which is challenged by a lis-
tener, his ego is wnable to tolerate such a blow. In the past he has used the
"demands, unreasonableness, etc." of authority and his superiors as rational-
izations to explain his actions and somatizations and this seems to be repeat-
ing itself in the present situation. As long as the examiner was permissive,
reassuring and "understanding®™ there was no rebellion. Now I am certain, unless
he develops more rapid adequacy and maturity than is apparent at the moment,

he will utilize the present "restrictions" and the Yattitude" of the therapist
to justify any future indiscretion as may arise. The full face of an inadequate
and perhaps a schizoid individual is beginning to show through the facade of a
usually pleasant, passive personality.

Father McIntyre will also see this patient in the next few days.

Signed: GEENENENGEEE Y. D.

Vincentian (Farris) 0047



3-8-88 -4

- Psychometric Synopsis ref: BRev. John Valentine Farris, C.4,

or . WS

2. Intelliigence:

2., Llz=pression:

3. Personality:

4. Peychodynamics:

¥ g
I
v, /”J A
AY Ly L
/' { N

age: 37 -

Adugust 8, 1858

request: SIEIEGD :.o.

VYery Superior ( 132 1.4.) -V.B., 123; P.8, 137; ~-with @ below averags
ievel of comprehension for the high mental potentisl as waell 2z &
functional abiiity probably in high average rangs. Porhaps too, it is
interesting to note the much higher performance scale than the verbal
scale which might be utilized in further counselling at some future dais.

#. A cbronic acute, deeply rooted and severaly izbeded, obduraie
obsessive staile; scrupulous and guilty type, procrastinating veriety,
over suxious excitable phase wiih @ssocisted hysteric anziety panies
and a strong @vert homwrotic tendency.

b, ¥any inner-schizoid inner-~contours with 3 paranocidal coloration
frequently disturbing internal homoostasis.

A over-ideational and exacting, lamsmture like, insecure, apprehensive
very suspiclous and evasive, extremely tight, inflexible-compulsive
structure; Frustrated, passive~-aggressive, inwardly hostile and
ingulant, vorrying, declining variety with an sffeminate iike tings
#nd intra-peyechic conflict,

@. A shy and isoliated, timid withdrawing, freguentily daydreaming chiid-
hood with few if any associzstions with peers and with a strong
preference to be aslone,

b, Some degree of bickering in the early family structure with strong
residual swbivalence plus many early guilt signs because of both
parents ezbiding frequently in aleehol.

C. A very permissive frequently absent heavily drinking distant 1ike
but strong paternal figure, who could not relste too well to the
subject and who continues the pattern of shame even through the
subject's seminary days because of the father's drinking and thereby
regulting in frequent father-son confiicis.

R Cp e

resulting in the subject never bringing his meager friends to his

homs because of embarrasssent and the subject's soai-puritanicasiness

at the time.(a strong mutuality in oedipal inclinations snd weaknesses)

e. Due to the I ;¢ strict rigid end scrupulous grand-
mother, who resided in the howme, did most of the regring of the siz
offsprings and to whom the subject felt muchk closer than either
parent and therofors ithe grandmother probably influenced the basic
character develiopment in the subject to a great extent.

f. Frequent sibling friction with the subject aaﬁiﬁg out sscond best
due to surizce meekness wvhich was never sceepted inwardly in the
subiect,

Z. An above sverage scademic performance in the sarly schooling but with

below average inter-peorsonsi reS@tionships because of being riddisd

by feelings of improper conditions st homo snd sigo the parants

bohavier., Vincentian (Farris) 0048
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B,

3.

5. Prognosis: 4.
b.
C.

§-%-59-

Evidence of pervousness fesyrs and anxzieties evident in the novitiate
st which time ths subject was on the verge of g savere czse of
scruplss and oxactpess because of extreme perfectionism manifestiing
itself 2z g defense.
Aftor ordipnation sssigned to teaching in the seainary through shich
the subject tried to ovade his inner-frusirstions by over workinmg
until the scotus? conflict occurs with the warious superiors resuitis
in exvessive periodic drinking to escape disgusi snd disvouragszenti.
(Tries to unsuccessiully objectify unacceptable authority, but

subjeciively denies and refutes it to the point where 1t becomes

sysbiotically inter-twined with his ether ego involvments)
Some repressed disturbances in regard to both adolescant oninisge aod
fater autosrotic inclinations 21l intervuptsd as failures; therefore
creating a reaction formmtion of sexliessness on the furfacse,
Presentiy disturbed by temsion, minuta, trivia snd failure of
defense mechanizms to cope with externsl situstions and internal
stresses and strains, (Symptomatically very uncomfortablse)
Signs of very disturbing inner 1ibidinal impulses and surges due to
perverses 1ike snd very idatic sublimingl isyers coming in direct
contrast with tho superiiminal layers highly colored by moraiity
apd super-imposed artificial righteséusness, all resulting in ego
temring and intolersnce and therefore creating sttempt to esqape
by either previous alcobolism or futilization.
When rigid snd habituated cdelenses breakdown or are insufficient to
cope with the problems of reality, there is erested 8 troublescse
fantasy 1ife becsuse of its distortioms, autochthonods invasions
and greatly disturbed revery which is used as an sutistic refuge.
fvidences of gross difficulty with the vow of cbedience due to

inner feelings of superiority snd non-conformity, thusly crestiing
surface frustration and defensive-passsive-distancs as a whole,

Generally very poor to inferior ander present gdjuntment patiersn.
Rather teetering 1ike reality testing when under sevore pressure.
Beduction of marked hyper-iension state, not fully precluding
directive assistance.

After some degres of ameiloration, suggest 2 possible reduction in
job assignment in the future,

#TERTS: Bender, Weschsler, Rorschach, H#PI, Wachover and TAT.
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August 20, 1958

Dear Father Farris:
Gratia Domini nostri sit semper nobiscum!

In a telephone conversation today the Doctor told
me thet your condition of health now requires that you be given
special treatments, and I have authorized the administration
of these treatments as the Doctor may judge necessary.

Father, I know that you appreciate the fact that the
Doctors and the Sisters, as well as all your Confreres, are
deeply interested in your health and the speedy ‘efturn to your
regular duties in the priesthood. We will all be m yst happy
when you are ready to assume once more those works that you
have in the past performed so well. However, you must be
wize and cooperate with the Doctors and the Sisters in 211 that
they are undertaking for your health. Hence, I urge you to
be most willing to do all that the Doctors ask of you. This is
‘the only way to retura quickly to your work in the priesthood.

These treatments that the Doctor has prescribed are
for your ultimate good. Hence, I wish you to accept them with
complete cooperation in order that theyDoctor may be able to
restore you soon to your regular priestly work.

Also, you must understand that the minor restrictions
slaced upon you on cccasions by the Doctor and by others are all
intended for your own good. Ience,l beg you to view them with
wisdomn and;tezaccep‘k thern with complete conformity, as you have
done in everytiiag that I have asked of you. In this way you will
be assured of the blessing of God on all that you do; and God will
spon restore you to complete health,

You are remembered in my daily prayers and Masses;
and I beg you to pray also for me and the work which I perform for
the Province, With best wishes, I remain

Hurmably and devotedly yours in 8t. Vincert,

N

James W. Stakelum, C.M. V.
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August 22, 1958 (dictated 8-20-58)
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

Re: FARRIS, Rev. John V., C.M.

Very Rev. James W, Stakelum, C. M,
18L9 Cass ivemue
St. Louis, Missouri

Dear Father Stakelum:

At the present time we have reached a phase, or rather a definite point, in
our cbservation and treatment of Father Farris where, in my opinion, we can
be of little further benefit without giving insulin and/or electric therapy.
Under the present circumstances of his attitudes, as we observe them from
day to day, there will be difficulty in gaining his 11l cooperation in any
treatment suggested. However, in light of owr conversation this morning
over the telephone and your instructions to him, we may have no difficulties,
I hope so. For the most part Father Farris is superficially polite to the
examiner but I cannot bring up any explanation regarding our procedures or
orders without expressed resentments and hostilities. This is much in line
with his past history of similar reactions to all authority that does not
fall in line with his wishes of the moment or his way of thinking.

I had psychological tests run and these have also brought out and verified

his deperdency needs, inadequacies, hostilities and other deficiencies. I

am enclosing a copy of this highly confidential material for your perusal.

I am also attaching a copy of my progress note of July 22, 1958, which will
explain further the reaction he shows.

When I first treated Father Farris he presented a picture of a marked passive
dependent. He often stated, "I'1l do whatever you say, Doctor® and "I could
live here forever." He responded to the initial indulgent attitudes and
protective atmosphere quite well. After he was discharged to take limited
duties he failed to retum for follow-up care as he was definitely instruc-
ted at the time of his discharge. When eventually he got inte difficulties
he did retum -~ I believe after he was urged to do so by his superior - on
the surface apologetic, apparently humble and passive in his discomfort.

As time went on he expressed criticism of his assignment and wanted another
one. Once again this was accomplished and for a short time he made a rela-
tive adjustment.

His readmission on May 20th indicated that he had been building up a great
deal of inner tensions for some weeks. On a few occasions he had resorted
to some mild drinking according to his own admission. Again patient made a
relatively good adjustment ard he was allowed to have his privileges rather
quickly. He was released to "day-center" care on June 11, 1958, but had
to be returned to the hospital on the 18th because of a severe reaction
which involved neurological signs. I was absent from the city at that time
and he was seen by Dr. who called in Dr. QPin consultation be-
cause of the impression of organic sickness. Dr.d Nl eoxamination
revealed no objective findings to indicate organic lesion of the brain or
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To: Very Rev. James W. Stakelum, C. M.
Re: RGVQ John Ve Fm‘ris, C. M.
August 22, 1958

Page 2

spinal cord. After my retum to the city and becanse of the circumstances
which led up to the hospitalijation on the 18th of June, namely following
alcoholic intake, I ordered certain restrictions which were to continue
after patient would resume limited duties at St. Anne's. These restric-
tions were not severe, are clinically sound and would probably have been
removed long before this time had Father Farris accepted them gracefully
and willingly. However, he did not and has not. On many occasions I
have tried to reason the thing out with him tut the moment I bring up

the restrictions or attempt to help him gain insight I get a very inade-
quate, immature respomse. I therefore feel it will be necessary to give
him a series of electric and/or insulin treatments which perhaps will be
of help in diminishing the anxiety phass of his illness and I shall start
these treatments soon. I now have your verbal permission which you granted
over the telsphone this morning but I am enclosing ocur usual form which

I ask that you sign and return to our hospital at your convenience.

With cordial good wishes, I am,

SRB/cpk
Enc. (L)
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Y»Ncsrh:/ul F,ATHERS or WesterN ProVince
1849 CASS AVENUE

S,mJT Louis6 ’ Mo.

November 5, 1960

Reverend John V. Parris, C. M.

Dear Father Farris:

Gratia Domini nostri Jesu Christi sit semper nobiscum!

I feel nyself bound in conscience to take the act#ion which
I perform through the instrument of this written document in order
to assist you in caring properly for your health and to enable you
to perform properly your duties in the priesthood and in the
Community.

I hereby give to you a formal command to abstain from
imbibing any type of aleoholic drink {including beer) fa such a
length of tii.e as shall be judged necessary by the Visitor. ’frhi;
command shall remain in force until it is revoked by a written .
statement by the Visitor, either myself or my successor.

Asking God and St. Vincent to assist you in tﬁaobservance
of this command, and assuring you that my daily prayers will

support you in your efforts to observe this command, I remain

Humbly and devotedly yours in St. Vincent,

.‘famea W Stakelum. C M.
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Subiecf- FARRIS, John

May 25, 1962

MEMORANDUM Date:

From the Visitor To:

Today I told Dr. SR of Farris' laspse at Easter - he
took to drinking and had to be hospitalized at De Paul

for a week. After this Jack told me that he had finally
realized that he was an alcoholic and simply could not
touch the stuff. He also resolved to take a day each week
off to get physical exercise.

Dr. - said that he thought he would have a
recurrence of his phobias, and that tranquelizers and
an occasion shot of a drug which contains the same
ingredients as alcohol but in a different formula that
does not have the aff ects of alcohol might be necessary.
He said that Jack should make periodic visits to the
hospital for these phsgscical check-ups.

He said that he knew that Jack had taken a dislike

to him - probably because he had been very blunt in
telling him that he was an alcoholic.
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~ VFMS ASSISTANT DIRECTC

From she Visiier i o, Jumels, 1962
S Fr .‘S‘arris
LR 3 . i

Fr. 8. Dunker

S el s O N it 7 & AR & & £ B0 T i ~
T S e BT e o s otk g A< A o R S idtns A i g R A i

The Provincial Council on June 7, 1962 aggrcwgd the
appointment of Fr. John Farris as Assistant Director of the VFMS.
The duties of the Assistant Director will be:

1} To take the place of the Director in his absence and to have complete
responsibility for the conduct of the ordinary operations.

2) To serve as a consultant to the Director. The Director will have
frequent conferences with the Assistant Director to keep him informed
of the progress of works and to make plans for future developments.
The cooperation of the Assistant Director in making suggestions for
the betterment of the operation and in giving his advise on decisions
to be made will be a valuable asset to the Direcior.
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FARRIS, John

Subject:,
Nov. 5, 1962
MEMORANDUM Date:
From the Visitor A To:

Fr. Farris went to KC on vacation on app. Oct. 23.
He was to be back on ¥Mxxex Oct. 31 for the beginning
of our retreat. On Oct. 31 he called Anna V and told
her that he would not be home until that night or the
next day. He did not return on Nov. 1 nor did he call
again. On Nov. 2 I called Fr. Rgan who reported
that Fr. Farris has been drinking and caused a dis-
turbance at the Seminary, then had left with relatives
on a trip and had not been heard from since. I told
Fr. Ryan to call his father's home in KC and inquire
if he were there. He was. He said that he would

be back on Sunday, Nov. 4. ’

When he returned, I asked him why he had not gotten
home for the retreat. He said that he had the flu.

I asked why he had not called for permission, telling
him that he could be a fugitivus for leaving a house
without permission. He said that Fr. Ryan could have
gotten in touch with him simply by calling his father.

I had a hard time convincing him that he had the re-
sponsibility for calling and getting permission. When
I told him that missing four days of retreat was a
serious thing, he said that he was sick, and that anyway
Cass Avenue was a continual retreat and he knew that
he could simply prolong his for another 4 days after
we ended. He never did seem to take this very
seriously.

I then asked him why he had been drinking. He said
that he had drunk at home and at the Seminary, but

that he hadn't caused any disturbance; that he had

had a couple of drinks per day with his sister in Kansas
who is an alcoholic. But since he got the flu, he had
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not been drinking. Xkxxisdkt I then brought out the

letter of Nov. 5, 1960 in which Fr. Stakelum had
commanded him not to drink. He said that a Confrere
(Fr. Phil LeFevre, I am sure) had told him that

this command was invalid since it had no timelimit

and that it went out of force when Fr. Stakelum went

" out of office, even though the mandate stated the
opposite. Of course, I denied all of this, and told

Jack that I was giving him the same command, in case
he had any doubt. This thing did worry his conscience

So I went back to telling him that he was an alcoholic
(which he admitted), but that he wasn't doing anything
about it. We went through the usual, '""Give me another

chance," and "I got the willpower; its just that I get
so fed up at times that I drink even though I don't like
it." So1I saidI would give him a chance, but not just

like that. He would need (1) to consult his psychiatrist
regularly as he had promised and {2) take one day a
week for recreation, preferably physical. He told

me he had bought golf clubs, fixuskix fishing gear, etc.
but had used it only once - there was alsways so much
work to do. In addition I urged him to consider AA;

I ordered him to talk to Bill Casey and I gave him the
latest Blue Book, which had just arrived, to read.

I expressed my fears that he was at a critical stage
and I didn't want to see him go off the deep end. He
admitted that he ought to do something about it, but
his agreement became more tenuous as I became more
specific.
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Subject: FARRIS, J

MEMORANDUM Date Apr. 26, 1963

From the Visitor To:

After Easter (Apr. 14), Fr. Farris was left pretty

much by himself in the house and there was beer avail-
able. On Thursday, he was badly under the influence

so that Ml left 2 note for Fr. Dunker who was taking
care of a booth at the NCEA Convention. That afternoon
Fr. Farris insisted on coming downstairs and talking

to a salesman for penny banks. Fr. Dunker was present.
Fr. Farris was so badly confused that he could hardly
follow the conversation., On Friday morning he was

to drive up to Minnesota for a Mission sermon. I
stopped him as he was loading the car, asked if he felt

up to driving and cautioned him to be careful. He seemed
all right and Fr. Dunker said that on the job he had never
drunk.

He drove up to some town in the Winona Diocese, preachec
then went to Eron Lake, Minn to stay for the week. It
was the next preaching assignment and the pastor was
away. On Monday he got loaded, was found drunk in

the church, was a scandal to the parishoners, had his
faculties lifted by the Chancellor. He recovered enough
to drive, and thus disappeared. On Thursday he was
located a Spirit Lake, a nearby resort. On Friday

Fr. Cashman was sent up to get the car from him, send
him home and preach the Mission collection at Eron Lake.
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April 30, 1963

|
Before one of our men has gotten back, I am 'leying for
adnission of another. I think you have Fath ‘Earri3 on
your list, but Just in case you don'i, may I Z3 :
him there. I think he will do 2ll right for some {ix
eventually ha needs your kind of ip o I shall Nand him
over to Father Fallon on his ibl;;ﬁ,aéﬁzzﬁy

Father Fallon has not ye¥ a{:»m_ved f. Louls - he is
taking a bit of vacation with Rig\sis] ¢pin Tulsa, However,
I talked to hin last week about iﬁéa “he seemed pleased with
his agyelmtaeﬁt. It is-agoutas g as we have., Do Paul is
a moderately large a ery W runNwepital. The previous
chaplain had bullt p & wonderfyl progre: of care for the patients.
Father Don will be ng by hix élf the ha&pkﬁai is diversified
encugh to provide hin with almosgh/all kinds of activities, I
pray that the good Dok kegp him in this apostolate, Hany

thanks to yerTox all

!

&

grful vworlk,

/[ Sincerely yours,

Janes A. Fis@hez‘; ColluVe
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April 30, 1963

L S
Y R
- ot s

Father Cashman has Jjust brought me w eia sad events
of the past week in Heron Lake, As you know; we-sent Father
Cashman up to Heron Lake to bring Father John Farri ok to
St. Louis. He has arrived, contri ~eonfounded, we
hope that the good Lord will now  the strength to
underge the treatment which he x We/had hoped that he
would be able to overcome his
done very well for some time.
which will be decisiveffor him.

o

o m“‘
I uish to presap@/ﬁéy/_;@sxal a
for this seandal in/your Dlocesy and ask your pardon. Your
priests have been mg&;@iﬁcent in koing out of their way in so

many ways to rescue
the good Lord rewar

Sincerely yours in Christ,

James A. Fischer, C.M,V.
Provineial
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April 30, 1963

bear“l

Father Cashman has just told me the story of Father Farris!
-unfortunate stay in your deanery. May I ask you
all the trouble that the poor man has caused you
that there will be minimum of seandal,
to think of all the harm that can be cau est, and
aspeclally when he is one of our own.

At the same time I am much gof
and understanding, I have heapd
of the area have put yoursel
Father Farris, how you brought hj d showed yourself so
golicitious for him. Hay Cod b} s Monsignor, for such

priestly prudence and aﬁal-i,o\ma*;e Kmr Owilly

Father Farris

d the other priests
to take care of

any ble for months and we

had hopes that he 43 be all right. Unfortunately,

we did not keep ¢he situation. However, it

has taught us g ghink that the experience has

been shock encugh to\him thai/yé may be able to profit decisively
from it, 2 : 50 _and beg your continued prayers that
it may b :ie is a good man, he now eonfesses that he is willing
to admit 38 a problem and needs help. That is half

the ank you, Monsignor, for all that you have
done fo '- May the Lord and your good self fop-
give us gricomings.

Yours in Christ,

James A, Fischer, C.M.V.
Provincial
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April 30, 1963

e —
e ——————
R
.

Father Cashman has jusi reported to me on al%ghe happene
ings of the past week at your parish, May I ask our pardon
for all the trouble which has been caused you by pe¢r Father
Farris, for the scandal which has been given to y$ parishoners
and for whatever negligence we may have b of in the
affair, We had hoped that Father Farris wo ot further
difficulty, but perhaps we were wroWand him so all

by hinmself, N
7N

AL any rate, we have been ,mqa{ ©onsol
charity in rushing back to help ﬂut in

by your great
erigis snd then

going so far oul of your way to g ve every assistance.
It is a wonderful thi% to find p who are so zealous
and prudent touards th W e t8. May Opd bless you
for it. I pray that o Pyl ity shown in your parish
may overcome the ba f@cto oi’ \ =) dal caused by Father
Farris,

We are trying take ad?z ge of this opportunity you
have offe nv. Farris that now he nesds the

kind of | esgional he ch is essential for him to over-
; I.think we can gst him to go along with it
be a gréat help in putting the poor man back on

T’aw you have done, Father, and may I ask
your pardon the inconvenience we have caused you and

for the scandal which has been given in your parish,

Yours in Christ,

James A, ﬁs@hero ColaV,
Provinelal
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May 2, 1963

Very Rev. James A. Fischer, C.M.V.
Provincial, Vincential Fathers
1849 Cass Avenue

St. Louis 6, Missouri

Dear Father Fischer,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
April 30, 1963, in which you have explained the problem
as created by Father John Farris in the Heron Lake area.
I am sure that the matter has been handled with great
prudence and care and that any scandal resulting from it
will be short-lived.

Praying God to bless you and your work, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ
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REDACTED

May 21, 1963

Very Rev. James A, Fischer, C.M.V.
Provincial, Vincentian Fathers

1849 Cass Avenue

St. Louis 6, Missouri

Dear Father Fischer:

Just a brief and hasty note as I race the clock to catch a plane.
But before my departure I did want you to know that Father Don
Fallon called a few days ago and seemed to be in excellent
spirits. He is most grateful to you, Father Fischer, for what
you have done for him. The prognosis looks wonderful.

Your Father John Farris is on our waiting list. We will take
Father Farris at the earliest possible date though it will be
some time before we have a vacancy for him.

Please come to visit us at your convenience, Father. Always
the doors of will swing wide in invitation to you.

aithf

AR /hd
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FARRIS, John

Subject:
MEMORANDUM ate:__ May 24, 1963
From the Visitor To:

This morning I called in Jack and asked him if he had
talked to Don Fallon. He had. And he had been sold on

Not that he likes going, but he was convinced
that it was the best thing possible. He has been reading
about it and hit upon humility as one of the key concepts
in the treatment.

I asked him if he wanted to stay here, and then went on to
tell him that Ed Roche felt he was essential for the job
just now, that he was doing a good job in the office and
that he wanted to keep him. Jack said that he knew it
would be difficult to change now. I asked if he wanted to
live outside the house and commute; he said he didn't
particularly like this and would try to make a go of it,

I told him to shout at any time that he couldn't stand the
pressure and I would move him.

He said (and truly, I think) that he gets on with people,
but he doesn't seem to feel comfortable or communicative
with Confreres. Perhaps a parish would be good. He
liked teaching, but could not get back full time to science
teaching., What struck him most of the past was the
uphill fight to convince Seminarians that science was im-
portant.

I called Don Fallon to thank him; he said that Jack seemed
to have pretty much the same traits as he did and that
he thought would work out well.
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FARRIS, John

Subject:
Augsust 6, 1963
MEMORANDUM Date:
From the Visitor To:

Brother Lawrence called me about 9 L., reporting that

Fr. Farris had returned last might at about 11 P.lM., had
seen the sign on the elevator saying, "Mass at Laboure
cancelled". He stommed into Bro. Tawrence'!s room, denounced
him, put him in his place as a Brother who should be humble
and not telling priests what to do, etc. Then he went to b
bed. Lewrence was afraid to get up this morning until 8.
When he met Farris (who apparently got up at 6 and inguired
3f it were true that there was no obligation at Laboure)

he seemed calm enough and said that he supposed the Sisters
were having their retreat.

Bro. Lawrence said that he was afraid to do anything to the
car to keep it from running, but that he would park the
other one to block the white Chevrolet that Jack has.

Bro. Lawrence was quite excited about all this. So I
told him to call Fr. Fallon and have him talk to Jack.

Don came over and talked to him, and I phoned Don at 3 P
He said that Jack was not so badly off, that he was teed

off on Brother Lawrence, that he had a lot of other peeves
on his mind, but that he finally consented to attend an AA
meeting with Fr. Fallon on Wednesday might. This was all
that Fr. Fallon thought could be done. He did not seem to
be so badly off from diinking that he needed hospitalization,
but Don remarked that he sure was the type that was set off
by one drink. I told Don khat I was mostly worried about
Jack!s driving, and Don said that he instructed Bro. “awrence
to remove the distributor. Pro. Lawrence was afraid-of
this but did get one of the workmen to do it. So we

are set on the car.

Then T called Fr. King (who was Just getting back from
St. Louis) and sent him back up to Cass Ave. to spend the
rest of the week keeping Lawrence COMpany.

U T
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FARRIS, John

Subject:
August 5, 1963
MEMORANDUM Date:
From the Visitor To:

Brother Lawrence called this Monday eveninge. The LgFevres
had left this morning on their vacatilon, and apparently

Jack began drinking immediately. He went out several

tines during the day and early evening in the new Chev.

The last Bro. laurence saw of him (about 8:00 P.M), he was
getting into the car in sports clothes, but taking along

his clericals, Bro. Lawrence said he was doubtful if he
would be able Lo make Laboure in the morning; Fr . Farris
would not surrender the car keys and Bro. lawrence is afraid
to drive with him (as he will have to in order to go to Mass).
Fre. Farris told Bro. Lawrence eaf¢1ei in the ddj thau he

forbade Bro. Lawrences to talke carc T x
=re VRS,

L toie Bro. Lenirencs . Fallon had been alerted to
thles zituation and 4 1f %- semeted physical help to
call Fr. Fallon. Then I said I Uould call Fr. Farrls

tomorrow,

Suhm@mwﬂ icaugarr S, ak &Lyaw&wiﬂw}%apt&w
the Mas: % Lc' s for The “ittﬁ ol toe weeks T Then

T C“lled Bro. Lawrence and told him to leave a message

for Jack or tell him that the appointment alt Laboure was
cancelled., I determined that Jack had only the keys

for the new Chevrolet and so I told Bro Lawrence to pull
Lloose some wires when Jack got it home. Bro. Lawrence
has the keys for the =mkakiwm rental car which the LeFevres
left,
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A TN }
Subject: I‘Afuu.s, John

August 3, 1963

MEMORANDUM Date:

From the Visitor To:

Fr. Piul LeFevre talked to me today with the approbation
of Jack Farris about the same. He sald that he felt
tha‘t Jack was doing much better now, that he got along well

s.'l

ith Ed Roche. Phil thought his principal dlfflcultJ
was that he nesded companlonship, but could not find it.
He doesa't like Confreres in this house and he has a hard
time finding something to do with his recreation except

go to his sisters and watch television. He does not seem
to like his job in some ways, though he doss like the
routine work of the office and has done a good job at
organizing things.

Fr. Phil did not believe that sending hin to <G
would be the proper treatment. Jack would find compan-
ionship, but he can do that outside. Besides, he knows
all that RN could teach him, And he has been
reacting against it of late.

I said that I would give some thought to it, but thet I
was not convinced that (G 2s not good. I would
want him to have some willingness to go when I send hin,
but that I thought his basic problem was that he blamed
everyone else for what happened to him, and that -
PR o4 done a good Jjob of disabusing Don of this notion.
(Don Fallon). So we left it at that.

Both of us agreed that this coming week would be a good
test. If Jackl!s trouble is his Superiors, then when he is
by himself, he ought to do well. If he staris drinking
this coming week when there shall be no one at Cass
Avemue, then his problem is psychiatric and he needs help.

(Fr. Cy LeFevre had said in the Council Meeting the day
before that <y vwos not a cure all, and that he
did not think Farris would profit by it. He sald that
Jack'!s trouble was simply that he figured that he could
start firinking every time he was on vacation or off duty.
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Farris, John

Subject:
June 15, 1963
MEMORANDUM Date:
From the Visitor To:
I was away during this week. Jack began drinking

during this week. When Steve Dunker had his going-
away party, Jack became rather wound up at the party,
played poker, inadvertently salked off with the pot

and the next day when Phil LeFevre presented it to him,
he didn't remember anything about it,.

On Saturday he started to drive to St. Joseph's, Mo.

for a preaching mission, skidded on a rainy highway
outside Booneville, Mo., wrecked the car completely
and would have been #¥x killed himself except for the
safety belt he had on. He ended with a gashed forehead
cut into him. The good
took care of him.

and bruises where the.
sisters at the

He returned after about a week, but said nothing of
all this to me.
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FARRIS, John

Subject:
May 18, 1963
MEMORANDUM Date:
From the Visitor To:

This afternoon I found Jack in the TV room and reminded
him to see Don Fallon over the week-end.

Later, he waylaid me and asked to see Ime. The jist

of his remarks were that over the past week or two he

had been ma chfeed up, had stopped talking to Confreres,
did not want to go ttoSg M - he would leave the
Community, and how should he go about getting out. I
told him it was very simple - write a letter to theSuperior
General. Then Itried to make him see that his difficulty
was not getting along with the Confreres in this house -

he likes the work, but not the Confreres - but in getting
along with people. I do not think I convinced him. He
said that the fault was not all his - the Community was
wrong aloso. I said that I presumed that there were a

lot of little things wrong about how the Community had
treated him ; that was normal. But I could not see anything
big. He said that he was not being treated well in being
sent to a place that was more congenial. 1 asked him where
he wanted to go; he did not know; thought teaching would

be good, but he was terrified of it. Thought a parish would
be good. I told him I would consider moving him to St.
Vincent's, or Lindell to live for the interim while he

waited to get intoMSNNAN. e did not want to go to
Gamememnilg. | urged him to see Fr. Fallon. He said he
would but didn't feel like it. He wanted a change. Iasked
him what he could do while waiting for RN - 1
could move him around during the summer. He didn't

like this particularly. So we ended up wibhi his promise
to see Don Fallon tomorrow and my promise to td k to

him again when I got back.
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PROGRESS REYORT October 11, 1963.—

Since my a:rival at <P on August l:th, I feel that I have
acquired in some degree a new outlook toward God, neighber, and self.
Information and advice given and obtained by the lectures, reading, sessions
with the other priests has proved to be most beneficial in acquiring this
new outlcok which is necessary to secure and to maintain wy sobriety and
ha: piness in the future, The program here was entered with an open mind -
reali-ing the unharpiness and anxiety of the past, the multiplication of
problems resulting in escaping to the bottle, I resolved to try to give
honest consideration to the type of life that I had been leading and the
tyre I desired to lead in the future,

Such a searching was, at times, most difficult. An honest look at
myself was not all to my satisfaction. Some of the sights were not too
pleasant., Emotional immaturity appeared quite often: seif-pity played
a most imrortant part. Little consideraticn had been given to accepting
reality and making the best of that over which I had no contrel. God and
neighbor had been considered in a small way: my pleasure, my will was the
ruie,

It did not take me long to see that self-pity, pride, immatuiity caused
me to withdraw from my fellow priests by various escape mechanisms, Drinkin
ng or self-isolation were often employed. 1 now believe that my happiness
rests in giving more of myself- working miore directly with people and
accepting things as thev really exist. Constant acts of gratitude for the
good that has come to me through God and the neighbor. This doesnot mean
that all problems, unpleasant situations, will vanish, but 1 do believe that
maintaining this new vi-w - accepting and giving of self - 1 shail be more

able to cope with them in a more mature fashion.
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Analysis of the yast has clearly shown that much of the critacism
was purely subjective in ma ture- the faults to whicih I took objection in
myself were projected to others., another means of escaping reality. Sowme
of the resentments were found to be without io pical basis and cften an
exagger tion, Self-pity often entered and I felt that an injustice w.s be-
ing done to me. Now realize thut I must learn to accept whatever God wills-
esigning mvself and asking help to overcome or to live with my own or

ic virw of each situati - n.

r&

others' fauits~ seek a realis
Healized for the first time in wany vears the many friends that I ha.e,

My FProvinciuel a2nd fellow priests have been most concerned and their interest

in the past was for wy cwn welfare. Thank God for those who had the

churity and courage to disclose my fault and problem to we that 1 may try

to correct these at WG .

My spiratual life has indeed i.oroved. My uevotiion in clierxing the

Szcrifice of the Mass and reciting Cifice and other pravers has increused.
I now ask God to give me the help and g race to act rather than to do for
ve. Realize that I must do the work- God has given me the ue ans,

For the first time in many vears 1 feel mvself identified with my
Religious Communitv~ sort of the fervor and reace that I excserienced
during mv stay in the Seminary and tihe early part of my priesthood,

An increase in self-confideace has been acquired. liowever, the door
has just been cpened and locking through it I find that there 15 a lot of
work to be dome. But I do feel that now i have a definite route to folluw.
With God's help I hope to follow this.

The ast couple of wontihs have bLeen mosi informative and fappy for
me. A new way of i1ife has been pointed out- self analysis has shown me
Zany corrections and changes that wust be made if I am to splve lite's

problems in a realistic manmer. Old attitudes nust be replaced with the
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new. I can't alter things as they exist, but 1 can change myself,

Education of the emotions, conditional learning, s been most
interesting and helpful. tHope to learn more about this in the future,

In conciusion, I feel most grateful to God, my Supeiiocr, and Guest
House for the opportunity to learnm this positive appr-oach to iife, a
proper evaiduation of things, False conclusiocns and ideas influenced
many of my rast attitudes and actions. Help was greatlv needed: I could
not rescolve these difficulties using my own standards., I sincerzely hope
to continue developing and manifesting this new sense of values presented
here, v recoverv is a continual process, but I am sure thot at least
a beginning has been made., No longer do 1 hope to need alcohol to escape
into my own little world where everything is just as I want it. Adjustuent
technigues must be found- negative atterns uwust be eliminated, and stop
blaming others for wy own deficiencies and mistakes. Doing these 1 feel

sure that life wiil take on a new meaning for me,

Father John Fairis, C.u,
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fOctober 23, 1963

The Reverend John V. FParris, C.M.

[r-vei— -

Dear Jack,

Gratia Domini Nostri Jeeu Chris ajt sedlper\ nobiscum!

Thanks for your letter of the 208, good to hear

from you a&nd to know that you ar€ o ; progress at
s+ I thank you for/the gress report, An€ I think {t

will be most beneficial to 3y ; y in time to come when you

can c¢heck present difficu ery solid ocutlock upon your
own life. The good Lord of us in this opportunity

I am sorry that : while I was in
Chicago racentiy AN ny plan, but before I could dash

it of November or a little later. Father
)y mither on his way to or coming back

g al chaplains at Catholic University from

1 am sure that the stay, although brief, will

ho~uFe away from home for the first time and facing a rather
unusal and unexpected educational system are going to feel badly for
avhile, Bay a prayer for them that they will be able to hang on.

Sinceraly yours in St. Vincent,

Jases A, ?iﬂ@h.’. C.M,V,
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October 20, 1963

Dear Father Fischer,
Gratia D,N,JC. sit semper nobiscum!

Just a few lines to acknowledge your last letter,
Was delighted to hear from you and to learn a bit of
the Community news. Had hoped that you would be
stopping in, but know that you are busy as usual,

All seems to be going well. Ripley seems quite
pleased. Have spoken to him several times, Am
scheduled to see the mid-term psychologist this week,.
Was told in the beginning that I would visit him about
19th of October. Sent him a progress report a couple
of days ago. Am enclosing a carbon for you. Do feel
that some progress is being made. Enjoy the place
more each day- that sure sounds funny coming from me,
The place s eems to do something to and for me.

Am giving my first A.A. lecture this afternoon.
The group is colored- don't know whether 1 will wear
make-up or not. Should try to be one with my audience,
Strange to say, I sort of enjoy the A.A. meetings, Am
learning a lot and am amazed at the things that alcohol
can do to a person., Or rather, what I can do to myself
through alcohol. Would like to have been exposed to
this learning about twenty years ago and feel sure that
things would be a lot different,

Am still awaiting Dcn's visit. Haven't heard from
him this past week. He is usually quite prompt in
writing. Also hope that Bill will be able to make it
up here.

All for this time, Not much, but thought you
might 'enjoy' the report. At least it will give you
some idea of the change that I hope is taking place.

By the way, speaking of changes- don't forget the
promise, Much more about that later!

Thanks again for your most welcome letter and
please give my regards to the confreres at Cass,

V‘sﬁeva, -
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November 13, 1963

The Reverend John V. Farris, C.M.

Dear Jack,

Gratia Domini Nostri Jesu Christi gper Robiscum!

Thanks for the latter of November 8, am_down _at Perryville
today and Brother Lawrence just hrouqht the wmail dqwn to me here.
The Parish Priests' Meeting is ip i swing, and wé\ had a very good
talk this morning by a Redemptofist frod Chicago who ¥ trying to
cope with the Latin American z t\ seems that the major molu-
tion to all of these problex A zealous priest. After

I am glad to hear that you\g Qétting out of NNNEEENE for
alittle look at the again. May God bless you and
ipning avay from thes. It is
pursell as well as for us.

shington on Sunday. He will bs there
ber the 22nd of November he should stop
Cagey yesterday in St. Louis, and

to WY yot. When I get back

Don Fallon
for two weeks an

Sincerely yours in St. Vincent,

Jamas A, Fi‘c}ler' C.M.V,

Vincentian (Farris) 0086



P

REDACTED

December 1, 1963

Very Rev. James A, Fischer, C.M.
Provincial, Vincentian Fathers

1849 Cass Avenue

St. Louis 6, Missouri

Dear Father Fischer:

A reminder that Father Farris will complete his four months'
stay at gl o. December 19th. In our opinion he will
be ready to leave on or about that date. He has done an excel-
lent job.

As you kindly said you would return tof [ i S before he
leaves, Father (and I) anticipate your visit with pleasure. Do
try to arrange to spend a night with us. We can make you very
comfortable. Advise time of arrival and we will be happy to
meet you at the airport. Red carpet treatment!

.
=T,

s |
o, B 5 5;%
L

AR /hd
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December 2, 1963

The Reverend John ¥, Farris, C.M.

Daear Jack,

Gratia Dominl Nostri Jesu Christ . semper nobiscum}

L to be, but I

n/at Perryville

did appreciate the Thanksgiving
can tall about

at the time for the Educational

I was glad to gsee
longer

did Don alot of gpbd -
have a talk with ; ha - kad get away from Purryville wharc

1 am going teo

- iittlu clearer idea of what is 1u§olvod
At any rate, we can go into all of that

tc mm~oksoue decisions.

Sincerely yours in st.'Vinccnt.

Jumaa A. Fischer, C.M.Y.

with you during the coming few days before you got
o ot NSNS ;
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January 29, 1964 .

The Reverend John Parris, C.M,
The Most Precious Blood Church
2227 South Colerado Boulevard
Denver, Coleorade 80222

Dear Jack,
Gratia Domini Hostfl Jé Chi\isti sit semper nobsicum!
Glad te hear thht ybdyg arpdved safe and scund in Denver,

and thet you find it % o bys place, 1 have thought so for

a long time myself., It wertaiply is one of our most apostolic
parishes. May~the good Loxd bless you and the parish,

Sney ely youre in S5t. Vincent,
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March 16, 1564

ihe Reverend Johm V. Farris, C.M,
The Host Precicus Blecd Church
2227 South Coloradce Boulevard
Denver, Colorade 80210

Gratia Dominl Nosiri i 8pt semper nebiscuml
Last week at Father Quinn's YunerAl I asked Father Degan
how things were going He wvas very well pleased
thas you were doing a
yrently very satinriad

6 I asked him to check up on
n essential part of the Guest
1inq ne onna when 1 vna up there

3 prat alcoholic can be boiled out ip about
: heur byt there is something physical that happens
: a¢ cap’ be fembdied only over a long period. I know
that you red tow important it is to have these follow up
cass you haven't got in touch with Doctor
Dclch&nty. may I ask that you do so immediately.

All is going well here. We are awaiting the return of
Ed Roche.

Sincerely yours in 8t. Vincent,

Jamas A. Fischer, C.M.¥V.
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2227 Soutl Colorado Blod.
Benver 22, Colorado

April, 2, 196l

Dear Jim,
Gratls DyNeJeCesit semper nobiscum,

The enclosed will help tn keep the
pot bailinge® this is the fist installment
on our annual tax,

Things are going along real fine,
Jock Farris has taken to parish 1life 1like
an 61d hand., He enjoys working with the
school kids and they like him very much,
e doe2s a fine job in giving instructions
to adults- preaches a substantial sermon
and apparently 1s a real outstanding
confessor, He 1s companionable around
the house, he eats well, has remained com-
pletely dry and m-kes his recsular contri-
butions to me in Gin Rummy. So I hope *hat
211l thinzs remain ths same with him,

The work has begun on ths enlarge-
ment of the church, No difficulties to
date but I suppose there will be some
mdnor problems, I hore to add the two
rooms to the réctory sometime before sumer,

T will see you in Denver, 6n
April 11th,

Sincerely in St. Vincént,
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CONFRATERIITY 53@04/ SERVICE

3473 S.GRAND
ST.LOUIS 18,MISSOURI

July 11, 1965

Very Rev. James A. Fischer, C.M.
1849 Cass Ave.,
St. Louis, Mo.

Dear Jim,
Gratia Domini nostri sit semper nobiscum!

Some immediate action is necessary regarding Fr. Farris. You know
the story; I wish to stress onlylthe urgency. His last trip to the club was
of now avail; the habit was resumed almost immediately upon return. With ever
increasing frequency, he has cultivated his sickness and has become a real threat
to his own life, and a danger to the Community and its interests. I have talked
to him about this habit and its effects upon his health, his work, and his family
but there is evidently no communication between us.

In my humble estimation, being here in the city only ‘aggravates the case.
Family problems have on occasion started him off again; moreover his association with
Larry Green cannot be very beneficial to either party, especially if this young man
has his own problems.

I realize your perplexity retative to the proper perscription. In view
of the past, it is difficult to know just where he can work out his problem. Maybe
a minor seminary, around a number of younger confreres, could help if he could be
encouraged to resume teaching. I do not know, but his assignment here is not the
answer,

I hope you can give this case your attention in the near future. Promising
the help of my prayers, I am,

Sincerely in St. Vincent,

farsew o T22[65 N
%Jﬁ /Z&WW [

/ﬂ/f/f/@ aﬂmz“%ﬂ%é%
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ancerh'yul F,ATHERS or Western ProviNce
1849 CASS AVENUE

SNNTLOWS6,I{Q

August 4, 1965

The Reverend John V, Farris, C.M.
St. Vincent's Rectory
1427 South Ninth Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63104
Dear Jack,
Gratia Domini Nostri Jesu Christi sit semper nobiscum!
In accordance with our conversation of this morning, we
are sending you to Ve
hope that the stay with the good Fathers there will be bene-
ficial to you.
May I ask that you depart as soon as I am able to make
the arrangements with the Father Superior at iNGEGG_E_.
Father Dyra will supply you with money to make the trip.

May we hope that the good Lord will help you to profit
from this new enterprise.

Sincerely yours in St. Vincent,

James A. Fischer, C.M.V,

cc: Fr. Dyra
Fr. Kaiser

Vet it Mo ool e %Wg

zéc;é%/? ‘ Ay, &
# ﬁ&% /&;7.
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October 25, 1965

The Reverend Vincent G, Kaiser, C.M.
3473 South Grand Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63118

Dear Vince,
Gratia Domini Hostri Jesu Christi sii semper nobiscum!

1 have not been neglecting your letter of October 1st,
I have just been frustrated. The plan for Father Farris
remains as it was in August and September -~ get him into sonme
other work. I have not been able to find any other work for
him even though we have made several proposals. I am look~
ing for some brilliant suggestion.

a

Sincerely yours in Bt. Vincent,

James A. Fisgcher, C.H.V.
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8. - QUA FIDELITATE AC SUCCESSU:
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January 5, 1966

The Reverend John Farris, C.M.
St. Vincent's Rectory

1427 South Winth Strest

5t. Louis, Missouri €3104

PDear Jack,
Gratia Domini Nostri Jesu Chrieti sit semper nobiscum!

You usuaily hear from me only when things are going badly.
I want to write a letter to you when things are going well.

Father Dyra and Father Kaiser have been telling me how
well you have been doing during the pest few months. I am
sure that it is a source of satisfaction to you as well,
May I tell wou that I appreciate what you are accowmplishing
and that I join wy prayers to you that the good Lord will
keep you close tec Him. '

Remember me and the Province in your prayers.

Sincerely yours in St. Vincent,

James A. Fischer, C.M.V.
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"RELIGIOUS INFORMATION BUREAU * .

3473 S. GRAND « ST. LOUIS, MISSOUR! 63118

November 30, 1966

Dear Father Fischer,

Gratia D.N.J.C. sit semper nobiscum!

Just had a session with Vince on his return and he has informed me that
you have consented to my moving to the Confraternity Office. I sincerely believe
that this will prove most beneficial. Vince did suggest that I call this matter
to your attention and ask you to inform Father Dyra. In the meantime Vince said

that I could presume that all was according to your conversation with him.

Thanking you for this consideration and wishing you every blessing,

Sincerely in St. Vincent,
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December 30, 1966

Reverend John Farris, C. M.
3473 S, Grand Blvd.
St. l.ouis, Missouri 63118

Dear Jack,
Gratia Domini nostri sit semper nobiscum!

Sorry to have delayed answering your letter of Nov.
30 for so long. Actually, 1 have been on the move most
of the time - and I had to wait until the Council Meeting just
before Christmas. At any rate, the matter has been taken
care of and you are nice and legally at So. Grand. I hope
that the living is pleasant.

. Thakks for the Christmas card. May you have a
pleasant and prosperous New Year.

Yours in St. Vincent,

P A

~James A, Fischer, C. M.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS * RELIGIOUS INFORMATION BUREAU «¢ 3473 SO. GRAND « ST. LOUIS, MO. 83118

July 27, 1967

Dear Jim, ﬂ”%/% 3/1 /96 7 ; "ﬁﬁ gcc%

Gratia Domini Nostri Jesu Christi sit semper nobiscum.

I had a rather frank talk with Jack this noon when he arrived for
lunch in bad shape. This all started around the end of May and has become
increasingly routine, especially over weekends. A couple weeks age I had Don
over to see if he could help, but nothing came of it as Don has his difficulties
too in getting to Jack.

So this is my present problem, and any suggestions will be appreciated.

Sincerely, W
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septenber 23, 1865
Reverend John Farris, C.li.
bear Jack, ;

The grace of Cur Lord be

Thanks for your letter. Gla ; henr that you are
feeling better. 7And it is mos nte ; you are
going to Doctor il !av be jasﬁm}'\ that you
need. N

>

A8 to 2 leave of absen realize that vou may
very well foel that vour 1i: i the dmm%ﬁ&tvo s been
a fai t you would ¥e more /Bt ease at Zeast
for a tiw siocesan Yo/ X don't agree with
the analysis that you have beed s Z&ilure, but I can I
stand that this : “wuﬁ\gQr YOu.

He can talk ahe volv et here in Cotoher
or when I can visit It's ﬁot 80 ﬁiff&@ﬁlt,
Z %h' K ad sy private deal with the

olve nothing more than

“Vvﬁ¢nﬁ which we can talk over later
3 Just now I want you to

James A. Fischer, C.HM.
Provincial
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October 6, 1969

Very Rev. James A. Fischer, C.M.
Provincial, Vincentian Fathers
Western Province

ﬁé : 1849 Cass Avenue
LLi | St. Louis, Missouri 63106

‘RE: Father John Farris, C.M.

Dear Father Provincialﬁ

It is the concensus of the treatment team working with Father
John that he might well benefit from a temporary leave of
absence from obligations to his Community with permission
for a trial period of work as a diocesan priest. We believe

we could arrange such a temporary (six months) placement
here in the Detroit Archdiocese where Father would have con=~
tinuing support from (s on an out-patient basis. At
the end of that time both he and we could more realistically
evaluate the situation and make better long=-term recommenda-
tions. B

The purpose of this letter is to simply sound out the possibili-
ties of such an arrangement from your and the Community's
point of view. Should you and the Superior General be amen=~
able we could begin to implement such planning within the next
45 days. We would appreciate knowing your reaction.

Respegctfully vours,

AJB/hd
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October 8, 1969

Dear ik,

Thank you for your letter concexr Father John
Farris. Jack had told me that such on would
be made. .

>

Our Superior General is xeéd to grant’a six
months leave of absence for health. This cer-
tainly is for reasons of hea Approve of making a
trial of this. And I am ce p
will also.

Thank you and a ~S'k
you have done for J# LS\ a gogd man and if he can
get over a few hang :

Sincerely yours,

<

James A. Fischer, C.M.
Provincial

JAF/1c
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October 8, 1969

Reverend John Farris, C.M.

Dear Jack,

The grace of Our Lord be with u
I got the recommendation fro

you write a letter to Father Ri
for a leave of absence for si

in the Archdiocese of Detro
eam
N

recommended by the treatmen
is worthwhile making the trial\

asking Him simply

o work as a priest

that this is

and that

and I agree that it
hall send a separate

ng the trial period.

you have discussed the matte

for such a short ti

James A, Fischer, - C.M.
Provincial

JAF/1c
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October 15, 1969

Very Reverend James W. Richardson, C. M
Superior General

Via Pompeo Magno 21

00192 Roma (VI), Italy

Dear Father,
The grace of our Lord be always with us!
RE: REV. JOHN FARRIS, C.M,

Enclosed is a request for a leave of absence from Father
John Farris. Jack has been at (D for the past three
or four months. I visited him recently in Detroit. He looks well,
but was in his compulsive talking mood.

As you know, his problem is not only alcoholism but also a
deep inferiority complex. He is afraid of Superiors; he is afraid
of the Confreres. And he has not been able to do any really effective
work for the past ten years at least.

recently sent me
a report on the progress of Father Farris. The staff, including

Dr. % [P psychiatrist, believe that he would be benefited
by working for some time as a diocesan priest. Father Farris has
no thought of leaving the priesthood. ‘

It is understandable to me that the best way of continuing his
therapy at the present time would be to relieve him of the obligttion
of community life. He and SN first spoke to me about this
as a six-months leave of absence. You can see some of Father Farris'
anxieties in his letter when he mentions *'it is my belief that an extended
period might be necessary.” It is the obligation of living with the
Confreres which scares him.

I recommend that this leave of absence be granted for reasons
of health. The Provincial Council concurs.

Sincerely yours in St. Vincent,

4

/
Jgiames A. Fischer, C. M.
Prpvincial
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October 28, 1969

Dear il

Father Jack Farris was just in to see me here in

St. Louis. He tells me that he
tunity shortly to work in a pa
seemed a bit concerned about

ht have the oppor-
i, Detroit. “He

I have written to our erior/General on October
15, asking this permission. # Ais no doubt that the
permission will be granted. “ortunately, a mail strike
has tied up the corresy Rome. ‘

My own authoritfy i cient” to cover this case.
I hereby grant Fathe

My thankz and-yoar staff for the fine work
that you

Sincerely yours,

James A. Fischer, C.M.
Provincial

JAF/1c
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November 12, 1969

Reverend John Farris, C.M.
St. Barnabas Church

16077 Hauss Street

East Detroit, Michigan 48021

Dear Jack, (X

The grace of Our Lord be with ?§~Eifiﬂsk

A letter from Father James Richardson d Novemn-
ber 3 says: "In the matter of Father John Fa§§i§ we

grant him the six months absen
can give him the necessary a érization in obedience
and poverty. The Council
developments in your hands\ds Visigor."

So we are all officially gared away. As to cbedi-
ence, I assign you t naxish you will find most
advantageous. As xhat you all permissiocons
to receive and spe money w ch you will need. Just
keep in touch wit »

!
( James A. Fischer, C.M.
: Provincial

JAF/1c
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January 29, 1970 —/

Very Rev. James A. Fischer, C.M.
Provincial, Western Province

1849 Cass Avenue

St. Louis, Missouri 63106

Dear Father Fischer:

I'm pleased to be able to report to you that Father John
Farris seems to be making an excellent adjustment in his
trial run as secular parish priest. In a short three months
he has established a comfortable and productive role in the
parish which bodes well for the future. Regular contact
with~ and his psychologist has enabled him to
make this transition without undue stress. Such success
has certainly improved his self~image and his ability to
both relate and cope. He's a much more confident man.

Whereas we feel that Father should continue this type ex-
perience for a while longer, it is probably timely for us to
begin to approach possible benevolent Bishops for a place~
ment sometime this summer. In that connection, I have
asked Father John to prepare a brief personal history
which I could enclose in our inquiry; copy of same is
attached.

If this meets your approval, Father Provincial, I would
appreciate a letter to that effect which would indicate to a
Bishop that both SIS -nd Father John are acting
with your full knowledge and approbation.

Please accept my deep personal gratitude, Father Fischer,
as well as that of all members of our Board of Directors,
for your most gracious letter of commendation on the work
of our apostolate. It was the finest Christmas present any
of us could have received.
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Very Rev. James A. Fischer, C.M.
January 29, 1970..>~

Be assured that you are remembered regularly at

the altars of both (i G_G——_——

Sincerely,

AJB/hd

Encl.
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