
	  
	  

The	  Motion	  for	  Punitive	  Damages	  
This	  motion	  for	  punitive	  damages	  was	  filed	  in	  November	  of	  2013.	  It’s	  a	  means	  to	  show	  the	  extent	  of	  the	  
fraud	  and	  wrongdoing	  by	  the	  Archdiocese	  of	  Los	  Angeles	  in	  the	  case	  of	  Fr.	  Nicolas	  Aguilar	  Rivera.	  

	  

Overview	  

	  

The	  document	  itself	  is	  a	  detailed	  timeline	  of	  the	  abuse	  and	  cover-‐up,	  with	  corresponding	  documents.	  	  

It	  states	  that	  Archdiocese	  officials—including	  Cardinal	  Roger	  Mahony,	  Msgr.	  Thomas	  Curry,	  and	  two	  
parish	  pastors:	  	  

-‐ KNEW	  that	  Aguilar-‐Rivera	  was	  a	  molesting	  children	  
-‐ HELPED	  the	  priest	  escape	  to	  Mexico	  to	  avoid	  arrest	  	  
-‐ THWARTED	  the	  police	  investigation	  of	  Aguilar-‐Rivera’s	  crimes;	  and	  	  
-‐ DEFRAUDED	  the	  victims	  of	  the	  cleric	  by	  denying	  them	  their	  criminal	  and	  civil	  rights.	  

	  

The	  Timeline	  

	  

The	  Transfer	  to	  LA	  from	  Mexico	  

-‐ In	  January	  1987,	  Bishop	  Noberto	  Rivera	  wrote	  the	  LA	  Archdiocese	  asking	  them	  to	  take	  Aguilar	  
Rivera	  for	  “health	  and	  family	  reasons,”	  a	  well-‐known	  code	  phrase	  indicating	  there	  are	  other,	  
confidential,	  issues	  with	  the	  priest.	  

-‐ In	  March	  1987,	  at	  Curry’s	  request,	  Bishop	  Rivera	  told	  Curry	  that	  Aguilar	  Rivera	  was	  beaten	  up	  due	  
to	  “homosexual	  behavior”	  involving	  boys.	  

-‐ Msgr.	  Curry,	  knowing	  that	  Aguilar	  Rivera	  was	  beaten	  up	  in	  Mexico,	  gave	  the	  cleric	  an	  assignment	  
letter	  to	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Guadalupe.	  

-‐ Curry	  wrote	  an	  internal	  memo	  in	  1988	  stating	  that	  Mahony	  had	  been	  given	  the	  confidential	  letter	  
and	  knew	  that	  there	  were	  problems	  with	  the	  priest.	  

At	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Guadalupe	  

-‐ In	  May	  1987,	  a	  night	  secretary	  observed	  one	  victim	  going	  to	  Aguilar	  Rivera’s	  room.	  	  
-‐ The	  victim	  told	  the	  night	  secretary	  that	  Aguilar	  Rivera	  had	  been	  sexually	  abusing	  him.	  
-‐ Aguilar	  Rivera	  was	  immediately	  transferred	  to	  St.	  Agatha’s.	  

	  
	  



	  
At	  St.	  Agatha’s	  

	  
-‐ Aguilar	  Rivera	  began	  abusing	  more	  boys	  soon	  upon	  his	  arrival	  at	  St.	  Agatha’s.	  
-‐ A	  few	  weeks	  after	  Aguilar	  Rivera’s	  arrival,	  the	  pastor	  witnessed	  Aguilar	  Rivera	  sexually	  abusing	  a	  

boy.	  He	  did	  not	  report.	  

The	  Report	  -‐	  January	  8,	  1988	  

-‐ On	  Friday,	  January	  8,	  1988,	  the	  mother	  of	  a	  victim	  at	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Guadalupe,	  reported	  the	  abuse	  to	  
a	  nun	  school	  teacher	  at	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Guadalupe	  School	  and	  the	  pastor	  of	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Guadalupe	  
parish.	  

-‐ The	  pastor	  of	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Guadalupe,	  Fr.	  Mclean,	  called	  Msgr.	  Curry.	  Curry	  told	  the	  priest	  to	  keep	  
the	  allegations	  secret.	  Mclean	  did	  not	  report	  to	  the	  police.	  

-‐ Curry	  then	  called	  the	  pastor	  at	  St.	  Agatha’s	  and	  told	  him	  that	  Aguilar-‐Rivera	  was	  being	  removed.	  
Curry	  told	  the	  pastor	  at	  St.	  Agatha’s	  to	  inform	  the	  parish,	  that,	  “something	  had	  come	  up	  in	  Mexico.”	  

-‐ The	  nun	  school	  teacher	  then	  reported	  to	  Sister	  Jose,	  the	  principal	  of	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Guadalupe.	  

January	  9,	  1988	  

-‐ On	  Saturday,	  January	  9,	  Curry	  visited	  Aguilar	  Rivera	  and	  told	  him	  that	  he	  “was	  in	  a	  good	  deal	  of	  
danger”	  and	  that	  he	  must	  leave	  Los	  Angeles	  immediately.	  

-‐ Aguilar	  Rivera	  was	  taken	  to	  Tijuana	  by	  his	  sister.	  

January	  10,	  1988	  

-‐ Curry	  wrote	  a	  memo	  acknowledging	  receipt	  of	  the	  1987	  confidential	  letter	  regarding	  Aguilar	  
Rivera’s	  “homosexual	  problems.”	  

January	  11,	  1988	  

-‐ Sister	  Jose	  contacted	  the	  Los	  Angeles	  Police	  Department	  and	  reported	  Aguilar	  Rivera.	  
-‐ She	  stated	  that	  she	  had	  tried	  to	  call	  Child	  and	  Protective	  Services	  over	  the	  weekend,	  but	  no	  one	  

was	  there.	  
-‐ When	  contacted	  by	  the	  LAPD,	  Curry	  denied	  that	  he	  had	  knowledge	  that	  Aguilar	  Rivera	  would	  

escape	  to	  Mexico.	  

The	  Investigation	  and	  Cover-‐Up	  

-‐ Fr.	  Barnes,	  the	  priest	  at	  St.	  Agatha’s	  who	  witnessed	  Aguilar	  Rivera	  abusing	  children,	  refused	  to	  
give	  the	  LAPD	  a	  list	  of	  altar	  boys	  who	  may	  have	  been	  abused.	  He	  refused	  on	  orders	  from	  Msgr.	  
Curry.	  

-‐ Curry,	  with	  the	  express	  approval	  of	  Mahony,	  also	  refuses	  to	  turn	  over	  the	  list	  of	  altar	  boys	  at	  Our	  
Lady	  of	  Guadalupe.	  

-‐ LAPD	  investigators	  go	  to	  the	  local	  public	  school	  to	  interview	  children	  about	  Aguilar	  Rivera.	  They	  
find	  26	  children	  who	  say	  they	  were	  molested	  by	  the	  priest.	  

-‐ In	  a	  March	  1988	  letter	  to	  the	  LAPD,	  Mahony	  lied	  about	  two	  facts:	  1)	  he	  says	  that	  he	  had	  never	  
received	  the	  letter	  from	  Noberto	  Rivera	  about	  Aguilar-‐Rivera’s	  homosexual	  problems,	  and	  2)	  the	  
LA	  Archdiocese	  does	  not	  accept	  priests	  with	  “homosexual	  problems.”	  
	  

	  

	  
























































