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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT FAUL
CHANCERY OFFICE
244 DAYTON AVENUE
SAINT PAUL 2, MINNESOTA

January 31, 18E5,
My dear Father Heltzoer:

Qircumstaboes have arisen at Rosen of
which you have more daetailed knekdddge than I pos-
pers that make 1t advisable for you to enter enoth-
er fleld of servige,

I hereby appoint you Pamtor of the Church
of SAint Michael in Gayloxd with the Mission of 3aint
Francis de Sales at Winthrop, 4t heing understood that
you will assume charge Thursday, February tenth,

You will find herewith encloesed blanks for
the 2¥Bpott of the Church of “sint wJoseph at Rosen for
the month of January and the first Sunday of Febroary
and taking for granted that the (hancery has recelved
your report for the yvear 1954,

Trusting that you may find your new field
an opportunity for A fruitful ministry, I remain

Very faithiully yours,

Archbishop of faint Paul,

The Reverend Louls J. Heltzer,
The Church of Saint Joseph,
Rosen, Minnesota.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL
CHANCERY OFFICE
244 DAYTON AVENUE
SAINT PAUL 2, MINNESOTA

September 27, 1665,
My cear Father Heitzex:

Inforruetion hee come to me concerning & repetition
of your conduct with boys that was the occaalon of vour trens-
fer rrom other parishes :Hn several instances.

If you have founa from experience that 1t is not
within your powser to exercise essential self-control it is
advisnble that you be relieved of any futhker pratorad re-
sponsibility and anllowed to have recour=ze to instltutional
treathnent in the hope of finding &tremedy.

¥ren you have reflected fully cn all the circum-
stances of your problem, let we Inow whether you desire to
ceek gomemther fleld of ecitivity and snecify what you think
1t should ve.
Trusting that God will help you to make & de-
cislon of great importonce to yourrelf and to others,
I remnin

Yery falthfully yours,

Archbiahop of Haint Paul.
The Reverend Louis J. Heltzer,

"he Church of "aint Mehrel,
Gaylord, Yinnesota.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL
CHANCERY OFFICE
244 DAYTON AVENUE
SAINT PAUL 2, MINNESOTA

July 30, 1$566.
My dear Father Heitzer:

Acailn oircumstances heve arinen with which
you are acqumintcd that oblipre me to provide anoth-
er field for your sctivities. effective Auguat &.

I hereby apnoint you Pastor of the Church of
apint Luke in Qlearwrter nmade vacant by the recent
death of 1ts pestor, Reverend John ¥ral.

You will findhherewith enclored tlanks for
the report of the Church of Seint Yichheilin Gaylore
and the Church of Seirt Francle de Seclen in "inthopp
for the perlod of your rdministration during the yenr
1+56,
Trustli g that the future may be & time of grester
schievement for you, I remaln

Very faithfully ours,

Archhishop of “aint Paul.
The Neve:end Louis J. Heitzer,

The Church of faint Yichrel,
Gaylord, Minnesotea.
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e ¢ July 22, 1957

Reverand Louls J, Heitzer -
St. Luke's Church
Clearwater, Minnesota

| regret to write to you that people from your parish are fillng
complaints here of such serlousness that they threaten civil
action against you. * Since their complaints fit Into the
pattern of other similar complaints from the past, | have to
presume that there Is some basis for thelr concern,

You understand, of course, that if a civil complaint is made against
you, I shall huve to suspand your faucu}ties and your work here as
a priest will be at an end.

It does seem to me that invew of the past history of your problems,
you would atonce do whatever may be necessary to clear you sdIF
of the danger that is presented.  If you wish to come to sec ma
about this matter, | shall be here on Thursday afterncon pf this

w eolc...the 25th of July. A zhange of duty will not be the
important matter. .. . this Involves a complete change of life,

With every blessing, | remain,
Dexotedly in Xto.,

Archblshop of St, ,Pn/ul

/,z';/m Mivwed bine ety Rk ;
a'@ Weigh ok k- eawd 2

e ot~ s ulf
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CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL

SAINT MICHAEL, MINNESOTA
August 7, 1957.

The Most Reverend William O, Brady S.T.D.

2il; Dayton Ave,
8t, Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Most Reverend Archbishop,

A delegation of fathers and mothers,
including one of the trustees, from the parish of St. luke at
Clearwater just called on me to voice very serious complaints
against their present pastor. Instead of relaying these complaints
to you by means of a visit or letter from me, I have instruoted
themembers of the delegatien to call at your office and register
their complaints directly with you or with the prieats ;t the
Chancery Office. Not only would they be able to inform you
directly about experiences of members of thelr families, but they
would also be in a2 much better position than I to answer questions
about details which it would be quite impossible for me to antiecipate.

In cese you are not already familiar with the situation, permit
me to call your attention to the fact that the pastor in question
has had identical problems at other parishes., He appears to me

mentally i11 and %o be in need of treatment,

Very sincerely yours,
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MEMO DATE Avgust 14, 1966

Concerning Complaints of immgrglity aggipst Frf, .

Louis Heitzer

Interested Party _ The Archbishop of St. Paul ,

k)

MESSAGE: . Iy
On Saturday evening, August 13, 1966, at the New Prague rectory, 1 ‘.'Lnterw.r:ieu\recl,ﬁ.s;a&l couples
and one man regarding charges made that Fr. Louis Heitzer had been involved with any number
of young boys in indecent actions and advances. I present first a summary of each individual
complaint. At the end I shall present my summary and evaluation. Father Heitzér is the
pastor of St. Scholastica's Church, Heidelberg, Minnesota and its mission, St.!Jogeph's,
Lexington, Minmnesota. !
1. Mr. and Mrs. i
None of their children have been molested. Mr. is a trustee at
his wife is book-keeper there. They claim that over one-half of the parishioners are
aware of the fact that Fr. Heltzer has been molesting various boys. It is their understanding
that the situation is also known among a large number of non-oatholics in the area.
These people would like to go on record as saying that Father has done a good job in
the administration of the parish, They felt it would be best if Fatheriwould be both
moved and put under the care of a Doctor.

2, .
Z This couple lives There.year
0ld boy has never Lo S PArONLS ADOUL LN@ activiuies ol Heluzer untll the present.

This son tells his parents now that he has never been molested and that'he will re-
fuse to talk any more of it,

Their - year old boy went swimming with Heitzer withing the last threeiweeks., While
in the water Heitzer said, " I'11 just take off your siimming trunks."| In answer
the boy said; that he was cold and ran out of the water, Then the boy t6ld his
parents that Heitzer used the foulest language, and swore. Heitzer returned: the boy
home and asked him to say nothing. .

The .rear 0ld boy says that he has seen Heitzer take off the pants ofiboysf in the
car, ' .
This couple further asserted that generally the children have become frzlaightened; even

¥

the parents of other boys fear for their lives. One half of the parishil:oneris know of
the situation. \ ;

;. (e
Heitzer has been asking their .vear old boy

to ride along to the eities with him. On the other hand this couple do not believe
that I'r, Heizer is doing that which is reported. Yet they say about 75% of the
parishioners are gossiping about his homosexuality. Before thls rash of gossip,
most of the people were getting along well with Fr, Heitzer. I

. T ——— |
‘heir son told his Father that Heitzer tried to remove his dlothing, at

the lake. His two older brothers know that Heltzer has removed the clothes. of other
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page two

boys and they have seen him do this. mstated that there
are other parents, who feared making the denuneiatlon, have hac eir sons molested by
Heitzer to the point. of erection. Their children have heard dirty stories and swear
words from Heltzer. i
( in my opigd i Jing spokesman of the groups They are in
their late They seem to have the closest parental
rapport wi 11 ; er hand they reflected best their embarrassment
in having to dis cuss the details of the problem. To indicated their earthiness they
deseribed the matter above concerning the stimulation of children to erdction as

making them get a "hard on." The couple showed a genuine nervousness in dealing with

this question. twb)

s-—
1o claimed thabl his son was molested about six years ago. He alsc stated that

Heitzer rubbed the boy on the thighs while driving the car for Heltzer, that Heitzer

would reach into the erotch, but Za —amploys a
.ytmr pld boy as a farm-hadn, This boy has been molested and
will admit it, so claims

This couple has a Fyear old son. He refusbts to say anything to his parents but
admits that other boys have been molested by Heitzer. At this point, this lad
refuses to associate with Fr. Heltzer.

6.

-.l‘l-....'.ll.........‘.‘..l'....“..l'l'..'...l....‘..II.1..'.l.I.I‘IlI.I!..."..'...II.C.I‘l

I have no reason to suspect that these people are not telling the truth. It was lmportant

to estsblish the general rapport which Fr, Heitzer has with his parishioners ard I found that
the relationship was rather good until the present situation arose. There are still some who
will only believe if they see.

The meeting was begun at ¥335 pms I opened it with a few words addressed to aYl concerning
the seriousness of the situation and the apparent sickness of the accused, The group seemed
more dismayed and upset than Bmbittered. After these words I interviewed the couples, one by
one. Their reports are short because, of course, they were not eye-witnesses ﬁo any of this,
In checking the problem out with their sons almost all found that their boys just didn't want
to talk, especially to the mothers. On the other hadd, the parents didnft want to push the
questioning too far thinking that greater harm would result. I

Almost universally the people wanted to know if there was a cure for this type of thing. None
of them displayed a knowledge of the psychological aspects of the problem. They, in their
simplistic approach to life, could not understand why Father had been doing these things.,

For this reason they are a freightened people and they fear very much that if Heitzer
discovers that they have denounced him,he will become violent and actually hurt someone.

It seemed important to me to establish whether or not the boys themselves would denounce

Fr, Heitzer if this were ever necessary. The parents felt that many of the boys would talk
freely about it, but not to their parents; certainly to a doctor. I am certain if this
should ever have t6 be done the boys would talk to myself and/or the Archbishop. I told the
people that this stage, hopefully, would never arrive.

It is not my province to determine whether or not Heitzer will admit the facts or not wheh

he is confronted, I would guess that he would have to because of the evidence which,
according to the people, there is much more of. If he should deny the children will talk,

I repeat, the people were not bitter and these accusations did not come about merely to

rid themselves of their pastor. They made no demand that Father be removed, only that he be
cured, The people said that they will not go to confession to Fr., Heitzer and fthat his
activitkes have spread beyond Heidelberg and Lexington to Union Hill, this they know for sure.

/ P
| N ety M): /5&/?44---@.U """

Terrance W, Berntson
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WILLIAM M, BOTNAN

Most Reverend Gerald O'Keefe, D. D.
Archdiocese of 5t, Paul - Chancery
226 Summit Avenue

5t. Paul, Minnesota

Re: Father Heitzer
Dear Bishop O'Keefe:

As per our several conversations, I have had Father
Heitzer in St, Mary's Hospital, Psychiatric Unit, for
the past three weeks. We have done an extensive psy-
chiatric and psychological workup on him with the
following results,

Father Heitzer shows no signs of any type of psychotic
process. He is well oriented and definitely is compe-
tent to function as a priest. Secondly, there are no
signs of severe sexual maladjustment, I feel his prob-
lem in this area is more due to a neurotic disorder
rather than any sexual pathology. Lastly, we did find
a rather moderate psychoneurosis of the obsessive-com-

pulsive type, and I do feel this has been helped by hos-

pitalization,

It is my psychiatric opinion that Father Heitzer can
be reassigned to duties as a priest with perfect safety
at this time, I do feel he should see me weekly on

out-patient psychotherapy, but this is more of a preven-

tative measure., I would be my impression that assign-
ment to some city parish as an assistant where he can
be supervised and kept away from younger boys would be
the wisest choice at this time,

I would be most happy to discuss this with you or
Archbishop Binz at your convenience.

Yours truly,

(/-' f T fff‘j‘l " a2,

Gl T

f
YJames T. Garveyi M, D,

i

JTG/ml

ARCH-011344



..{f

September 14, 1966

Reverend Joseph E. Bender
Church of 8t. Richard

7601 Penn Avenue South
Richfield

Minneapolls, Minnesota 5423

Dear Father Bendier,

I enclose herewlth for your information a copy of the letter I have just
now written to Father Helizer.

As ! told you by telephone Father Heitzer will report to you on Friday .

I have not directly yiven Father Helizer an appointment as your Assistant
Pastor: but it seems to me I should do so through you, the appointment to
be in effect as long as Father remains with you. Please inform him of this
appointment which will nct be publisied in The Catholic Bulletin,

The duties to be assigned Father Heltzer may be generally the priestly work
of the Parish. He should not, however, be given any responsiallity at all
in the school. Also on visiting hospitals, nursing nomes e€tc., he must
keep away from the rooms of young boys. You would do well, Ibelieve,

to repeat to him that you have been Informed of these lmitations walch

I have placad on his work and make it your own directive as well.

If you should have any reason at any time to doubt Father Heltzer's
fidelity to these instructions please Inform the Chancery promptly .

I assume that Father Heitzer will earn and be pald the regular salary of an
Assistant Pastor.

I thank you warmly for consenting to accept Father Heitzer,
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With sentiments of esteem and kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Saint Paul

ARCH-011346



226 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, Minnesota 35102

December 14, 1966 MM

Dr. James T. Garvey

The Minneapolis Clinic of Psychiatry and Neurolegy
4225 Golden Valley Road

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55422

Dear Dr. Garvey,

I thank you for your good letter of December 6, 1866. Your report
concerning the health of Father Louis J. Heitzer seems to be encouraging
in so far as you mention that Father has made good progress.

Your latest thinking is that Father could better make his final progress in
a rural atmosphere. Apparently he has indicated some tension relative to
an urban situation as well as proximate assoclation with fellow priests.

The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, as you are aware, is an
urban ecclesiastical jurisdiction. I am constantly restricted in determining
parochial situations for my priests who desire the rural atmosphere; I am
in this case restricted also by geography.

Father Heitzer may not return to the area from whence he has immediately
come. In his last assignment he served two parishes, and therefore his
condition became known to the people of a much larger area than would
have been the case had his activities been confined within the boundaries
of one parish only. His problem has had rather extensive publicity in most
of the districts which surround Heldelberg and Lexington, Minnesota.

I am restricted in sending Father Heltzer to the North, to the area of Wright
and Anoka Counties, because his condition caused his removal from that
area just prior to his last assignment in Heidelberg,

On the other hand, you have confidently offered the hope that his previous
problem would not create any difficulties. In reviewing Father Heitzer's
history, I find traces of this problem for many, many years. To my
knowledge, this is the flrst attempt to seek psychiatric care, and before

I reassign Father Heitzer to a rural community in which he will find himself

ARCH-011292



relatively alone, I must have your best assurance that his problem can
be medically controlled in a rural setting as well as in an urban
situation.

The larger question concerns whether or not Father Heitzer should be given
any parochial responsibility at all, whether it be rural or urban. There
seems to be a question of his general competency at issue along with the
moral problem.

Would it be possible or advisable to retain Father in his present situation
for some months more? If he might stay where he is, would his progress
be greatly retarded? Should he not perhaps spend some time outside of
the Archdiocese in a rural situation but with priestly companionship and
moderate supervision?

I would want very much that Father be able to see the horrendous spiritual
consequences of his former ways which have been destructive of spiritual
growth in himself and in others. It seems to me that part of Father Heitzer's
recuperation could well be in the area of priestly spiritual re-evaluation

and re-orientation,

You have worked closely with Father and you know him by this time better perhaps
than he knows himself. It is not easy for me to send him back to a parish.

The first problem is that there are none open. If he were to be offered a

parish, I would have to ask another pastor to resign. There are many areas
where he simply cannot return.

In view of what I have so far related to you, I am wondering if there would

be any other possible solution which, while medically tenable, would

deter for some time yet Father's desire to administrate a parish, and on the
contrary, enhance his desire to re-orientate himself spiritually by some
program of redevelopment within a controlled and priest affiliated atmosphere.
This could be readily available,

I am most anxious to discuss with you these further possibilities.

With sentiments of esteem and kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

ARCH-011293



December 15, 1366

Keverend Joseph E. Bender
Church of St. Richard *

7601 Penn Avenue South -
Richfield

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55423

Dear Father Bender,

You spoke with me at the Senate meeting of the position of Father Louis
j. Heitzer,

Also hig doctor hae written me now; and for your information I enclose &
copy of the Doctor's communication.

I inquire whether you are convinced that Father Heitzer can safely be sent back
to a rural area in the near future.

when we spoke at the Cathedral I asked if you know of any place where he
could be an Assistant.,

On my pert I am not at all sure he can make good as a pastor, I f{ear that
we are only subjeoting a new place to subsequent acandal if we give him
charge of a parish.

Do you think there would be any merit in sending him to a place like Nevis,
Minnesota, in the Diccese of Crookaton. He would live in the Institution
during the week; but at the discretion of the superiors week end service is
often rendered on Saturdays and Sundays. The arsa, [ am told, is very rural.

I plan to ask Coctor Garvey for more specific interpretations of his letter and,
In substance, I ghall ask of him the same questions as [ am asking yourself,

It 1s a fact, ot course, that there {8 no farish open just now.

Nsgither do I know of any place in the country where a change of assistants
can be made.,
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I shall value your best thinking and advice in these matters.
with sentiments of esteem and kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

&chbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

ARCH-011373



December 15, 1966

Or, James T. Garvey

The Minneapolls Clinic of Psychiatry and Neurology.
4225 Goiden Valley Road ‘ '
. Minne apolis, Minnesota 55422

Dear Doctor Garvey,

T thank you for y aur letter of December ,,thegardinq Father Louis J. Heltzer.

de ¢

e KRS
Near the end of the second paragraph I read the ‘gentence: "I do not feel that

_his previous problexi would create:any difflculties”, Ae I read that sentence
it is an assurance that professionally you are satisfied Father Heitzer will
not revert to the former practices which in the past have caused 8o much
trouble. It seems to me, howdver, that meoning 1s ‘not entirely clear in the
text. . oy A "t 4 0

If there ia danger that the former practices may be rasumed, they will certainly,
1 think, create difficulties in‘any. commuupity to'which 1 might send him without
providing adequate supervision. . . CEN T

o

He has been moved-about much in the. past and there are not many possible

places left, if apy; to whigh he can be sent. . ..

The matter is an‘tm_portant one, I am satisfled, bécausé any relapse, if he 18
assigned to the administration could mean his permanent shelving.

u

The second question I have about your letter conocerns the phrase "an
assignment. ... where he can function more independently ." To me this phrase
' means thgt you are recommending that he be given the charge to administer a
rural parish as soon.as such an appointment can conveniently be made., If1

am mistaken on the interpretation ot what you have said, please clarify it.

" Among the priests Suiqned to advise me on appointments I am encountering
considerable ppposition to the ideas that Father can be reassigned so soon to

the charge of a rural parigh, even if one does become available. Communications
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are rapid in these days and the memory of Father's actions in Heldelbert is
fresh. There is a feeling that he will be rejected from the beginning almost

anywhere he may go.

Factually, I should say that Parish openings do not come quickly. Ask any
priest {n the two top years of seniority as Assistants; and they will picture
the situation a bit dramatically. Openings come with death, resignation, or
removal. No one can say now when Pather might be able to get a Parish

assignment again.

If you feel that a temporary change meanwhile, away from Father Bender and
under some other supervision, such a change could certamly be made by June.
It might possibly be made more urgently if any urgency were indicated.

Another thought enters my mind. At Nevis, Minnescta, (outside this Diocese)

18 a home for priests located in rural surroundings. The priest in charge

assists those assigned there to reorientate themselves spiritually., They regularly,
but not always, render weekend anlstnnce in Parishes. The area has no large
Parishes; and they substitute for pﬂuts who are sick or onvacation. I could
offer such a change to Pather Heltur quick ly u it is professionally advisable.

Laymen often enough suggeu seeking placemont ot problem prbests in other
Dioceses. 1f Father were to seek such a permission it could be granted.
The practice is not »n.\l'coo_}fuiul when a Bighop seeks to inftiate it.

This communication is intended in part to seek clarification of what you have
already written me and in part to see if I am translating your professjonal advice

fnto anything approxlmaung what you have in mlnd.

I am deeply concemed for our peopla that they should not agsin be scandalized
as at Heidelberg.

{ am also concerned for Father Heitzer that we should not without due
preparation placo him in e altuation whlch could 1nvolve permanent disbarment
from priestly functlona.

With sentiments of esteem and kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
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THE CHURCH OF SAINT RICHARD

7601 South Penn
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55423

December 21, 1966

The Most Reverend Leo Binz,
226 Summit Avenue,
St, Paul, Minnesota,

Most leverend Archbishop:

I regret the delay in responding to your letter of December 15, but I have
been extremehy busy.

In regard to the three questions you have asked:

1. I am at a loss to say whether Ir., Heitzer can be returned to a rural
parish alone in the near future. Bishop O'Keefe gave me only the barest
owtline of his problem and its history. HNot knowlng how frequently
these lapses were, I find it hard to express an opinion, Wasn't he some
years at Heidelberg before the recurrence of this problem? He seems
perfectly normal in his conduct here, except for his complaint about
not sleeping well and inability to adjust to city living.

One thing troubles me. He has said twice to me that this whole thing

was exaggerated; I get the impression from him that a few people at
Heidelberg reported him who were not his friends. Since you have proof

to the conmtrary, I wonder whether he fully realizes the seriousmess of
what he has done, or whether he is merely trying to improve his reputation
with me, assuming (rightly) thet I do not know exact details.

I can only say that he has conducfed himself well here as far as I can tell.

2. If he finds it intolerable here, I might suggest TFather Streff at
Forest Lake or a chaplainey in a girls school (Villa Maria?), I do not
know how any of the persons involved in these suggestilons would react to
them, including Father Heitzer. I would favor the first, However, 1 think
that Fr, Heitzer could continue here if he knew for sure that a change
was coming in May or June. We do need and value his help.

3. As for Nevis, I think I would reserve that alternative until others are
exhausted. In this assignment you show confidence in him. To send him
to Nevis after thls assignment might indicate that you felt his progress
was unsatisfactory. I think a brief stay there before belng given a
parish again might be helpful as a preparatory retreat,

My advice at present is this: Since Fr, Heltzer knows that Dr. Garvey has
written to you, he is expecting a letter., In such a letter I would assure him
that reports from Dr. Garvey are encouraging, that you know he would prefer
being in the country, that re-sssignment elsewhere would likely be possible in
Vay or June, that you trust that he can carry on until that time.

Respectfully in Christ,

. ‘l_!l ,!-:ib-’f{; Q} h.)//!.»ﬁ[{a
v
.
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September 24, 2002

I have been carrying your letter of August 29 with me for some weeks. I'had hoped to be able to
respond to you with a more thorough description of the steps that we intend to take to go back to
the many parishes where people like Father Heitzer abused children. We are still discussing how
we should do that, and I did not want to hold up a response to you any longer. I apologize, in
fact, for waiting these several weeks.

[ am grateful to you for writing to me, even though that is very painful news. As I have come to
learn more about what Louis Heitzer did, T believe he was perhaps the most abusive priest ever to
be a part of this Archdiocese. 1 now believe that he abused boys every place he went. He caused
great harm and left behind many damaged lives. I am deeply sorry that_
experienced that damage.

It saddens me even more to know that Archdiocesan leaders became aware of this some time
along the way and could have taken stronger steps to prevent further abuse. While Father
Heitzer had to face an accounting for his actions, I think that there are others in our Church who
had to face an accounting for their inaction.

Learning of abuse by people like Louis Heitzer has motivated me to see that we do not commit
the same sins of omission. As you know, the Catholic Church in the United States is going
through a period of accountability. Iam proud to say that we had taken important steps here
under the leadership of Archbishop Roach and Archbishop Flynn. Iam sure there is still more
for us to learn. As I will be praying for your family, I in turn ask your prayers for the continued
conversion of our Church’s leadership.

If you [ ou 1d like to talk about all of this, I would be happy to do so. I would
make the same offer, Jll to you. I am grateful to you for taking the time to write.

I expect that we will be taking some more active steps this fall to go back to places where we
have good reason to believe abuse took place. Please pray for the success of that effort. I wish

you well in your ministry of service to God and his people.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend Kevin M. McDonough
Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia

ARCH-ESI-0000543



