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When the Media 
Visit Your Parish On 

Sunday Morning ... 

Guidelines for Responding to the Media 
on Parish Property 

The Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Communications is always available to assist 
pastors and associate pastors with suggestions or helpfu.l advice for responding to the news 
media -- such as local newspaper, television and radio reporters -- who are covering stories 
that involve parishes within the Archdiocese of Chicago. If you have questions or concerns 
about responding to a reporter's request for information or an interview, always feel free to 
call Bob Quakenbush or Mary McDonough at the Office of Communications. During office 
hours, the telephone number is 3121751-8227. On nights and weekends, Bob and Mary can 
be reached by calling 3121751-7999 Ext. 822 7. 

Every now and then, a parish community becomes the focus or a part of a news story. 
On many occasions, news media have been invited to the parish, or have called ahead to 
schedule an interview. On other occasions, the media simply "arrive unannounced" looking 
for "reaction" to a breaking or ongoing news story. 

While it would be impossible to cover every situation in two pages or less, here are some 
"commonly-asked questions" and some simple guidelines that may assist you when reporters 
visit your parish. 

Q: The T.V. news crews want to bring their cameras in during Mass. Is it O.K.? 

A: In most cases, yes, it is 0.K. Television coverage of parish liturgies is often 
appropriate. The point to make to the T. V. crews is that they should not 
disrupt or distract from the services. Often, the easiest thing to do is designate 
a special area for camera crews to set up their cameras and tripods. 

Q: My parish is involved in a controversial situation that has received considerable 
media attention. Reporters want to attend Mass. What should I do? 

A: Allow them to attend. Keep in mind that many of the reporters may be Catholics 
themselves and simply wish to participate in the celebration of the Mass or 

-- more --
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WHEN THE MEDIA VISIT - 2 

fulfill their Sunday obligation. Church doors are open to everyone, including the 
media. Of course, there may be unique situations where there are several T. V. 
crews and newspaper photographers on the scene, and allowing all of them into the 
church would cause a major disruption. In this instance, you might tell the reporters 
that they are welcome inside, but the cameras must remain outside. 

Q: Reporters want to interview my parishioners out in front of church after 
Mass. Should I let them? 

A: Yes. Parishioners may decide for themselves whether or not they wish to 
appear on camera or speak with reporters. Remember, a reporter standing 
on a sidewalk is on public property. 

Q: I'm the pastor, and the reporters want to interview me. What do I do now? 

A: It's your decision. But if you want to talk it over, feel free to call the Office of 
Communications at 3121751-8227 and ask for Bob Quakenbush or Mary 
McDonough. On weekends, you can reach Bob or Mary by calling 3121751-7999 
Ext. 8227 and leaving a message. They will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Q: I'm not comfortable talking with the media. Are there other options? 

A: Absolutely. A prepared, written statement can often substitute for an interview. 
Indeed, a prepared statement has some advantages: it can be well-thought-out, 
clear and concise. Furthermore, a statement ensures a consistent response and 
fair treatment to all the media. 

Q: We are being deluged by requests from the media. My parish staff and I don't 
have the time or experience to handle them. What else can I do? 

A: We might be able to help you screen and/or respond to the calls. If so, you would 
simply refer all media inquiries to the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of 
Communications at 3121751-8227. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

Date 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing 
your concerns regarding my decision to return Father 
John Calicott to Holy Angels Parish. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 
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As you might know I have been out of the country for the 

last ten days. Upon my return I became aware of the discussions 

that have transpired with regard to the decision to return Father 

John Calicott to his pastorate at Holy Angels parish. In light of 

my review of what was reported in the press and elsewhere, and of 

correspondence received, I offer the following comments. 

First of all I want to make clear that the process for 

making this decision followed the procedures articulated in the 

Archdiocesan policy with regard to diocesan priests accused of 

sexually abusing a minor. In accord with those procedures the 

Review Board analyzed all of the data on this case and made what 

it felt was an appropriate recommendation. I accepted their 

reconunendation. 

Second, this case is unlike many others. While it is true 

that Father Calicott did engage in sexual misconduct with minors, 

of that conclusion the Review Board, and ultimately myself, had to 

face a situation we had not anticipated when I first said that a 

priest who had abused a minor would never be returned to parish 

ministry. When I made that statement I had assumed that such 

abuse always would be an expression of a psychological disorder 

that could not be controlled so as to make it impossible for a 

priest to return to parish ministry. 
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It was this fundamental difference that became the occasion 

for an extended analysis by the Review Board and by myself. In 

the end it was determined that the facts of this situation merited 

the exception which was recently announced. I know that many do 

not agree with this exception. I can understand that 

disagreement. More importantly, I agree that we should never 

place children at risk. It is important, however, that all of our 

decisions be based on facts and not on fears or anger. In this 

case the facts are clear: 

the desires of the parish, and the willingness of 

Father Calicott to enter a covenant. It is in the context of 

these facts that I remain confident that this decision is a good c::>;c.e 

d<U:; sioa fe1" eM ldreo for Fad1e1 ealicott and for t:he ehttr~ 
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Catholic Diocese of Jackson 
P.O. Box 2248 

Jackson, Mississippi 39225-2248 
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Raverend Thomas Paprock~, S.T.L., J.D. 
Pdstoral Center 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN ·C.t\LICO'IT TO HOLY Ai'fGELS 
AN AFRICA.1.'l' AMXRICAl'l FAlTH co:M:MuNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un enign ~ re;>resenting the can Amerx:sn a Community, are activ y JO together in the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy An:eJ.s Church.. Fat.her Jo.bn Olllcott bas been a 
superior role model throughout the '/ears fer the African American Community and in particular African 
Ameri<2n chilaen We new nnnly believ~ th.al the allegations made against Father c.alicoa wac scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participatro in the~ of Olicago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness fur Ministry" ~to prove he is no risk to childrel. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seffi1g that the Archdioctse restore Father C.aUcatt to the 
pastorshlp ot Ho!y Anpls Church L.'\fMEDJA TEL Y • 

. . 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY A.t"'IGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICA1'i FAlTH CO~IUNlTY~s APPEAL 

· e the un gn , te;>resenting t e c:m Ame:ncxn · ornmuntty, are actlv y JO toga.her in the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy A~.Ls Church. FaUler John Calkott has been a 
superior role model throughout the years for the African American Community and in pa::rticu1m' African 
Americ:m children. We now firmly h~ th.at the allegations made against Fatber Calicoa were scmrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore. Father c.aJicott has fully participated. in the Archdioc:8c of Qricago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness fur Ministty" ~to prove he is no rl!k tD children. Consequently, 
we ere n!solute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father C&llrott to the 
piutonhlp ot Ho~y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si ture Address 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT T·O HOLY Ai'IGELS 
AN AFRICAN Al\tlERICAi'\l FAITH CO~IDNlTY1S APPEAL 

e the un erngn , rc:presenting t e cm Amerx:a.n ommumty, are act1Ve1y J to~er in the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy Angels CJuarcJt. Fatber John C:illcott bas been a 
superior role model Uiroua,hout the years for the African Amcican Community and in particular African 
American chila-en. We now nnnly believa that the allegations made against Father Calicott were scurrilous and 
totally without !lllbsr.ance.. Furthermore.. Father Calicott has fully participated in the An:hdicc::se of Oricago's 
" ... Procedures for Determination of Fltness fur Ministry" process to prove he is no mt 10 children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Arclidioct'Se restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshJp of Ho!y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si ture 
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RETU:Ri"'f FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai"'IGELS 
AN AFRICAN MIERICAN FAlTH CO~IUNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un ct3lgn ~ repromting t e cm Amenc~n · oromumty, are activ y jO to~er m the 
moveme.nt to return Father Job..n Cslicott to Holy Angels Church. Father John aillcott bas been a 
superior role model throughout the )'ear!t far the African American Community and in particular Aiiican 
American chihren We now mmly believe th.al the allegations made againsc Falher Calicctt wac scurrilous and 
totally without scbstan.ce. Furthermore, Father CaJirott has fully participated in the Archdioo:ie of Olicago's 
" ... Procedures fur Determinaticn of Fitness for Ministry M process to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdloce5e restore Fath.er Calicott to the 
pastorsirlp ot Ho!y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si nature 
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RETURr"f FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY MiGELS 
A.L""i AFlUCAN AMERICAN FAJTH col\o'Ii\IUNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un emgn , ~esenting t e c:m Ame.nan oromumty, are activ y JO to~t'l" m the 
movement ro r.!turn Father John CsJicott to Holy Angels C!lurcb... FatJaer John Cafkott hu been a 
superior role model throughout the 'Jears for the African American C.Ommunity and in l]lll'licuJar African 
AmeriC1n child:m. We now finnly believe tlW the allegations made against Fa~ C-31.i.aJtt were scurrilous and 
tatally without substance. Furthermore, Fathc- Calicntt has fully participated. in the Archdioc::se of Oticago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry" ~to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute Jn our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshlp ol Ho!y Angels Church L.'\tMEDIATELY. 

Name Si nature Address 

o . -••• I 11 • t o t 
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RETIJRN" FATHER JOHN CA.LICO'TT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFMCAN AMERICAJ.'I FAlTH col\tIMuNlTY'S APPEAL 

c the un e:mgn , representing the c:m encan an ornmumty, are ad:Iv y JO together m the 
movement to r.!turn Fat.her John Caiicott to Holy Angels Church.. Father John C2Ucott bas httn a 
superior role model throuab.out the ;-ears for the African American Community and in particulm' African 
Ameri~n cirildren. We now :firmly believ~ that tbe allegations made against Fathe: C3liam were scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore. Father Calicott has fully participated in the Mhdicc::ie of Clricago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness fur Ministry" process to prove he is no risk tD children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshlp of Ho~y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

'N'aJlle Si ture 
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RETlJRN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMER.IC.AI~ F AlTH COI\fi\.IUNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un ct1lgn , representing tne c:m erxsn a ommun1ty, are actlv y .10 together m the 
movement to nturn Father Job.n CaJicott to Holy Angels Churcb.. Father John Calicott has been a 
superior role model throughout the )'ears fer the African American Community and in particular Afi'ic:an 
American children. We now :firmly believa tlW the allegations made against Father C3licott were scunilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore., Father Calicott has fully participated. in the Archdicc::se of Oricago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry• process to prove he is no risk: 1D children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the ArchdloctSe restore Father Calicott to the 
p~tors~p of Ho~y AngeJs Church IMME.DIA TELY • 
. vr/,;f Name · tnre 
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RETIJR1~i FATHER JOHN C.,\LICOTT TO HOLY Ai'lGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICA.i.'i FAlTH co:Mi\-fUNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the unde.rngn , representing t e c:m Amencxn ommumty, are activ y jO together m the 
movement to return Fat.her Job.n Ca.ikott to Holy Angels Church. Fath~r John Callcott has been a 
superior role model through.out the years fer the African Amaican Community and in particular African 
American ch.il<b:n. We naw mmly believe that the allegations made against Father Calicott wee scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully particip.ato:i in the Archdicc:se of atlcago's 
".-.Procedures for Determination of Fitn~s fer Ministry" µrocess to prove he is no mt 1D children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese reStore Father Callrott to the 
pastorsh.ip ol Holy AngeJs Church L."\IMEDIA TELY. 

-. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH co1"l\ruNJTY'S APPEAL 

e e un emgn rqresenting t e can encan a mm11n1ty, are activ y jO together m the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Cburcll. Father John Callcott has been a 
superior role model t.hn:>ughout the years for the African American Community and in particular African 
AmeriQtn chilmm We now nnnly believe t.hat the allegations made against: Father Calicott were scurrilous and 
totally without substance.. Furthermore. Father Calioott has fully participated in the Alclidioccse of Olicago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry"~ to prove hei& no risk 1D children. Cmisequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshlp of HoWy Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si ture Address 

1 
" '"'' 01 • 1 1 · "' • 1• t .•• N I' 
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RETIJRN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai"'IGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAl"'i FAJTH CO~IUNITY'S APPEAL 

e t.h.c un c:sign ~ rt;>resenting t e c3D. Amencsn art.h. otnmun1ty, are acov y JO togtther m the 
moveme.nt to return Father Jolln Calicott to Holy AD3'!Js Churc!L Fat.her Jo.ho ~tt has been a 
superior role modeJ throughout the years for the African Amaican Community and in particuJar African 
American cillldren. We now nno1y believa that tb.e allegations made again.st Father Calicott wac scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Further.mer~ Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdioc:se of Olicago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness fer Ministry" ~ to prove he is no rut to children. Consequently, 
W! are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorsbJp of HoJy Angels Church IMME.DIA TELY. 

Name Si ture Address 

AOC 009546 



RETlJRi~ FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH COMMUNITY'S APPEAL 

We the undersigned, representing the African American Faith Community, are actively joined together in the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Church. Father John Calicott has been a 
superior role model throughout the years for the African American Community and in particular African 
American children. We now finnly believe that the allegations made against Father Calicott were scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdiocese of Chicago's 
" ... Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry" process to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorship of Holy Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name _ Si nature 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai~GELS 
AN AFlUCAN AMERICAN FAlTH COl\ThfiJNlTY'S APPEAL 

c the un cmgn , rQtesentlng t e C3D encan ommumty, are actv y JO together m the 
movement to retum Fat.her John Calicott to Holy Angels Churcb. Father John Callcott has been a 
superior role IDOdeJ throughout the years for the African American Community and in particular African 
American cilllaen. We now mmly behev~ that the allegations made against Father Calicott were scmrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated. in the Arcildioc::se of Olicago's 
".-Procedures .for Determination of Fitness fer Ministry" ~ to prove he is no risk to childr01. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdloa:5e rtStore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshlp of Ho~y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name i ture 

• • • • ''" • I 1 •t • I 
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RETIJR.L'l FATHER JOR.N CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'IGELSJ 
AN AFRICAN Al\tIERIC&~ FAITH co~n\ruNITY'S APPEAL 

e the un enign , represmting the · c3D. American ommumty, are actlv y JO together in the 
movement to remrn Father Jobn Calicott to Holy Aq4!1.s Church. Fat.her Jo.bn Cabtt hti been a 
superior role model Ulroughout the ye::;,n for the African Amaican Community and in particular African 
American children. We now mmJ.y helieva that the allegations made against Father Calicott WC'J'C scurrilous and 
tatally without s.cllstancc. Furthcrrnor~ Fath~ c.aJiaJtt has fully participated in the Arcbdioc::se of Ori.ca go's 
" ... Procedures for Determination of Fitnes& fur Ministry" ~ to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute m our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese retore Father Calicott to the 
pastorship of Holy Angels Church IMMF.DIA TELY. 

· ture 
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RETURi'f FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN Al\1ERICAl'i FAITH CO~fUNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un emgn , r~entmg the c:m Amenczn rnmu.mty, are acttv y .]O together m the 
movement to return Fat.her John Calicott to Holy Angels C!lurcll. FatJler John Calicott has been a 
superior role model throughout the years. fur the African American Community and in pa:rticuh!r African 
American chilch:n. We now firmly believa th.at the allegations made against Father c.aI.icctt wae 8CUIJi1ous and 
totally without 5l!bsra.nce.. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated in the Art:hdioc:se of Oricago's 
"._J>rOcedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry 9 ~to prove he is no risk m children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Callrott to the 
pastor.ship ot Ho~y Angels Church L.'\fMEDJA TELY. 

Na . t 
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RETl-1Ri~ FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai"IGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICA.i'i FAlTH COl'tIMUNlTY'S APPEAL 

c the un cmgn , r~e:senting the can Amenc~n oromumty, are actrv 'J j to~er m the 
movement to return Father Job.n Calicott to Holy A.a:els Church.. Fat.her Joan CaDmtt Ju15 been a 
superior role model throughout the ye:Ms for the African American Community and in particuJar African 
Americm chikren. We new mmly believe that the allegations made againsc Father Calicott wm: scurrilous and 
totally without subsr.ance.. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated in the An:hdinc:se of O\icago~s 
"._J>roa:dures for Determination of Fitness fer Ministry" process to prove he is no mt 1D children. Consequently, 
we are resolute 1D our commitment to seeing that the Archdloase restore Fatber Calicott to the 
pastorship ot Bo!y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si ture Address 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'fGELS 
Al'1 AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH CO~fiJNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un enign , represaiti.--:g t e CUl Amencan ommunity, are activ y JO together m the 
movemeit to return Father John Cslicott to Holy Aqels Churcll. Fat.lier John Calkott !las been a 
superior role model throughout the )'ears for the African Ame:rican Community and in particu.Jar African 
Amerit:t':1 cbil<Rn. We now nnnly believe that the allegations made against Fatber Callan were scurrilous and 
tor.ally without substance. Furthermore, Fathe!' c.aJicott has fully participalM in the Archdioci:se of Oticago's 
"._.Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry" ~ to prove he is no rat 1D children. Consequesuly, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshJp ol Holy Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name .. Si ture 
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RETURi~ FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFIUCAN AMERICA.i.1\l F AlTH co:M:i\-fiJNlTY~s APPEAL 

e the un cnign , representmg t e can Amencan ommumty, are 3Ct1v y jO to~er m the 
movement to .return Father ]ob.n Calicott to Holy A~ Church. Fatller John Calicott has been a 
superior role IDOdeJ through.out the ~ear!i for the African American Community and in particular Aftican 
Ameri<:in cilil<Rn. We now Drmly believa that the allegations made against Father Callam were scurrilous and 
totally without snbsrance. Furthermore, Father Otlicott has fully participated in the Archdiocese of Olicago's 
" __ J>rocedures for Determination of Fitness fur Minis~" process to prove he is no risk tD children. Consequently, 
we are resolute ID our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Callrott to the 
pastorshlp ol Ho!y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si nature Address 

AOC 009553 



R.ETIJRN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'fGELS 
AN AFRICAN MdERICAl't FAITH col\111\rIUNITY'S APPEAL 

· e the un COJgn ~ representing the can American ornmundy, are activ y JO to~er m the 
movement to return Father Jobn CaJicott to Holy Angels Church. Fat.her John Calicutt hm been a 
superior role model throughout the ye:;srs for the African American Community and in particu1m' African 
Amerioin children. We new mmly believa that the allegations made against Fadle: Calicctl were scurrilous and 
totally without Sl!bstance. Furthermor~ Father c.aJioott has fully participated in the Arclldioc:5e of Clricago's 
"--Procedures for Determination of Fitnes& for Ministry' ~ to prove he is no rl!k tD children. Omsequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that tb.e Archdiocese restore Fat.her C&llcott to the 
pastorsb.lp ot Ho!y Angels Church IMME.DIA TELY. 

Name Si tnre 

AOC 009554 



RETlJRi.~ FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai"'lGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAl'l FAJTH coMMuNJTY•s APPEAL 

c the un c:nign ~ reprcsemmg t e can Amerx:an oromumty, are activ y JO to~er in the 
movement to return Father Job.n C!likott to Holy Angels C!lurcll.. Father John C:illcott hn.5 been a 
superior role modeJ throughout the year!> for the African American Community and :in particuJar African 
American children. We now mmly believa that the allegations made against Father Calicott were scurrilous and 
totally without scbsmnce.. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archd.icc:H: of Oricago's 
"--.Procedures fur Determination of Fitness fer Ministry" ~ to prove he is no risk m childrcl. Consequently, 
we are resolute m our ccmm.itment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Fadaer Callrott to the 
pastorsbJp ot Ho~y Angels Church L.'1MEDIA TELY. 

Name ; i ture . 

AOC 009555 



RETIJR1"'l FATHER JOHN CALICOTT T·O HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAL'\/ FAITH CO~IUNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un c:rngn ~ representing t e can Amencan oromumty, are actrv y J together m the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy Aqels Church. FatJler John C:dlcott bDS been a 
superior role model throuahout the years for the African Amaican Community and in particular African 
Ameriran cbil<bn We now mmly believe that the allegations made against Father Calirott WC'C scurrilous and 
tatally without scbstance. Furthermore. FatheJ" Calicott has fully participated in the Archdicc::se of Oricago's 
".-.Procedures fur Determination of Fitness for Ministry ft ~to prove he is no ruk to childrcl. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorsb..lp ot Ho~y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name i nature Address 

• ,.,,., •lo ·t• I 

AOC 009556 



RETlTRN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY AJ.'lGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH CO~IUNITY'S APPEAL 

e the un cnign , represen'bng the · c31l Amerxan otnmunity, are actively jO togethE'l' in the 
movement to ~turn Father Job.n Calicott to Holy Angels Churcll. Fat.her John Calkott bas been a 
superior role model tlirougb.out the years for the African American Community and :in particnJar Afiican 
Amerian chilQ:en. We now firmly b~ that the allegations made again8C Fatbe:r Calicctt wac scurrilous and 
totally without substance.. Furthermore. Father Calicott has fully participated in the A1chdicc:se of Oricago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness. for Ministl)'" process to prove he is no ris to children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshJp ol Ho~y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si nature Address 

AOC 009557 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai"'IGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH coM:MJJNITY'S APPEAL 

e the un cmgn , repre:scntmg t e can enea.n otnmunity, are a.cnv y J together m the 
movement to reblrn Father John Calicott to Holy Angt!Js Cburcll. FatJler John CaOcott bas been a 
superior role model throughout the years for the African American Community and in particuJar African 
Ameri~n children. We now :firmly believe th.at the allegations made againsc Father Calicott were SCUirilous a11d 
totally without substance. Furthermore. Father Calicott has fully participated in the .Archdioc::sc of Olicago's 
"._Procedures for Determin:ltion of Fitness for Ministry 11 ~ to prove he is no risk 1D children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute In our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorsblp of Ho!y Angels Church L\IMEDIA TEL Y .. 

Name Si ture Address 

' •• • • ,, ·• • . ., '" • .•• N,. 

AOC 009558 



r 

RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai"'fGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERIC~'i\l FAITH CO~fiJNITY'S APPEAL 

e the un emgn , representing t e · c.an Amenca.n ommumty, are acnv y J together in the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy A~ls Church. Fat.her John C:illcott has ~n a 
superior role modeJ throughout the years for the African American Community and in particular African 
American children We now :firmly beliew that the allegations made against Father Caliam were scmrilous and 
totally without scbsta.nce. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participato:!. in the Archdioc:se of Oricago's 
".-.Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministiy" process to prove he is no risk tD children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastonhlp of Holy Angels Church IMME.DIA TELY. 

Name Si ture 

AOC 009559 



RETI~~ FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFJUCAN .AMERIC&i\.{ FAlTH CO~TYiS APPEAL 

· e the undenigned~ representing the c:m Amenc3Il romumty, are acnveJ.y jO to~er m the 
movement to return Fsther Job.n Caikott to Holy Ange.ls Church.. Fat.her John C:illcott llAS been a 
superior role mode.I throughout the years fur the Africm Amaican Community and in particular African 
American children. We now mmly believ~ th.at the allegations made against Father Calicott WO"C scurrilous and 
totally without subsrance. Furthemtore.. Father caticott has fully panicipated in the Arcltdicc:se of Olicago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fltnes& for Ministry ft~ to prove hei& no risk to children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute m our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father C.allartt to the 
pastorsiUp ot Ho!y Angels Church IMME.DIA TELY. 
-P , t N e · ture , · 

• • •• • ' 11 •t· I 

AOC 009560 



RETIJRl"\f FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'IGELS 
Al"i AFRICAJ.'i .MIERICA.i'/ FAlTH CO~fUNITY'S AP:¥EAL 

e the un enign ~ represenung t e can Amencsn o;nmumty, are actrv y JO to~er in the 
movement to ntum Father John Ca1icott to Holy Angels Church.. Father Jobn C:dkutt 2:1as bttn a 
superior role model through.out the ;;ears for the African American Community and in particular African 
AmeriQin chilaen We now mmly believa thal the allegations made against Falhe: Cal.icca were scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Fathet" Calicott has fully participated int.he An:hdioc:se of Oricago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness. for Ministry"~ to prove he is no mk lD childrcl. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing tbat the Archdiocese re,'1ore Fadler Calicott to the 
pastorshlp ot Ho!y Angels Church L'\IMEVJA TELY. 

Name Si ture 

AOC 009561 



RETil.R.L~ FATHER JOHN C.ALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'fGELS 
AN .AFRICAN AI\tIBRICAN FAJTH co!Wi\truNlTY1S APPEAL 

· e the un e:rngn , representing the can Amenesn ait ommuruty, are acttvel.y .10 to~1er m the 
movement to retum Father John Csiicott to Holy A~Js Churcb. Fat.ber John Caticott has been a 
superior role model throughout the vears. for the African American Community and in particular Afii.can 
American children. We now nnnly belleve that the allegations made against Fathe: c.alicca: were scurrilous and 
totally without suhsraru:e.. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participatfrl in the Arcildioc:se of Olicago's 
"._.Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry~ process to prove he i& no risk to children. Consequently, 
we ere re£Olute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdioc~ rtStore Fatber Callrott to the 
pastorshlp ot Ho3y Angels Church L'\fMEDIA TELY. 

Name Si nature 

AOC 009562 



RETIJRi.'f FATHER JOHi"i C.ALICOTT T·O HOLY Al'lGELS 
AN AFRICAI'i Al'\iERICAl'i FAlTH COl\-11\'IUNlTY'S APPEAL 

c the un cnign ~ rc:;>raaiting t e c.an Amencan a ommumty, are acnv y JO together m the 
movement to n!hlr'!l Father Job.n Caiicott to Holy Angels Cburcn.. Fatber John ~tt hBS been a 
superior role modeJ throuahout the vears fur the African Amaican Community and in particu1ar African 
American chilaen We now nrmly believ~ that the allegations made againsc Fatber Calicott wrre scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore. Fathe:- Cllicott has fully participated in the Archdioc:se of Oricago's 
" ... Procedures for Determimltion of Fitness fur MinistryN process to prove he is no ri!k 1D children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese re,iore Father Callrott to the 
pastorshlp or H~y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY~ 

· ture 

AOC 009563 



RETIIRL"f FATHER JOHN CALIC·OTT TO HOLY Ai"'fGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAL'l FAITH CO~TY'S APPEAL 

e the undangn , reprc:ientmg t e c:m Amencan a Commumty, are actw y j together m the 
movement to return .Father Job..n Csiicott ta Holy Ange.ls Churcll. Father John ~ott has been a 
superior role model th:rouahout the )'ears for the African American Community and in particulm' African 
Americm cmldren. We now mmiy heli.ev2 that the allegations made against Father Calicca: were scurrilous and 
tOtally without scllsrance.. Furthermore., Father Calicott has fully panicipated in the Archdicc:::se of Oricago's 
"._Procedures for Determination of Fitness fur Ministry~ process to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we are resolutt in our commitment to seeing that the Archdloce5e restore Father C.allcott to the 
pastorshlp ot HoKy Angels Church L.'\fMEDIA TELY ~ 

Name Si.2ruttwre 

AOC 009564 



RETL~"l FATHER JO&~ CALICOTT TO HOLY AfiGELS 
AN AFRICAN MIERIC~~ FAlTH coJ\11\IUNITY'S APPEAL 

e the undenign , rt:presenting t e · can Amenc~n Community, are acov y JO tcgtther m the 
mowment to nturn :Fat.her Jolln Cs.iicott to Holy An:eJs Church. Father John C3llcott has been a 
superior role model throughout the y~s far the African American Community and in ?\lrticular African 
American ctllldrm We now .firmly believ~ tb.at the allegations made againsc Fame: Calirott were scunilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Farha' Calirott has fully participated in tbe Archdicc:se of Olicago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry"~ to prove he is no rut 1D children. Consequently, 
W4! are resolute in our commitment to seeing ths:t the Archdiocese restore FatJJ.er Calicott to the 
pastonhJp of Ho!y Angels Church L.'\IMEDIA TELY. 

Name Si nature Address 

• . .. ,.,. '11 •I• I 

AOC 009565 



RETIJR1"'4 FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'lGELS 
Al'l AFRICAN A'\1ERICAN FAlTH co:Ml\IUMTY'S APPEAL 

e the undcnign . repr~en'bng t e c211 Amenean a Community, are activ y JO to~er m the 
movement to n!turn Fat.her Job.n Calicott to Holy A~~ls CZlurc!I.. Father John Callcott llm been a 
superior role model through.out the years for tii.e African Amal.can Communicy and in particuJm African 
Amen cm chiJ.aen. We now :firmly believa that the allegations made against Farner c.alicctt wee ~sand 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated in the ArchdioCf:se of Oricago's 
"._Procedures for Dete:rmin&Won of Fitness fer Ministry• process to prove he is no risk to childrci. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese nstore Father Callrott to the 
pastorsbJp of Ho3y Angels Church L."\IMEDIATELY. 

Name ,,-Si ture 

AOC 009566 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAlTH col\1MuNJTY1S APPEAL 

e the un c::rngn t rc:presentmg the can Amenca.n ommumty, are acav y JO togdher m the 
movement to return Fat.her John Calicott to Holy Angels Church.. Fat.her John Dillcott hDS been a 
superior role model tlrroughout the years. for the African American Community and in particulm" African 
American children. We now Jlrmly believe that the allegations made against Fathet Calicott wae scurrilous and 
totally without Sl!bstance.. Furthennore., Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdiocese of Oricago's 
" ... .Procerlures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry" process to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese re:,iore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshJp of Holy Angels Church L\IMEDIA TEL Y. 

Name Si nature 

1 " ••I< •I•· • o • t ,•• N•' 

AOC 009567 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai"IGELS 
AN AFRICAN AI\tlERICAl'i FAJTH co:MMlJNITY'S APPEAL 

e tile un mign , reprcsen'tmg t e C3D Amene&n ornmun1ty, are 3.CtlV y.] together in the 
mo~ent to nturn Father John Calicott to Holy Ange.ls Church. Fat.her John Callcott has ~D a 
superior role model throughout the ;tears for the African American Community and in tmticular African 
AmeriQln children. We now mmly believe that the allegations made again& Fadle:r c.aliam: wee scmrilous and 
totally without substance.. Furthermore. Father c.alicott has fully participated in the An:hdioc:se of Clri.cago's 
"._.Procedures for Dete:mimmon of Fitness for Ministry M process to prove he is no Tis lD children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Fadaer Ca!lrott to the 
pastorship of Holy Angels Churth IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si ture Address 

AOC 009568 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT T·O HOLY Ai'i"GELS 
AN AFlUCAi'f A\tIERICAl'l FAlTH COl\.'ThIDNITY'S APPEAL 

e the un gn representing the can Amenc~n ommumty, are activ y JO together in the 
movement tor-mm Fat.her John Cslicott to Holy Angels Church. Fat.ber John Dllcott has been a 
superior :role model throughout the ;tears for the African American Community and in partic:War African 
American chilO:en. We now firmly believa th3r the allegations made against Father Calicott were scunilous and 
torally without substance. Furthermore, Father C!Jicott has fully participated. in the Arclldicc=ie of O:ricago's 
".-.Procedures for Determination of fitness fur Ministry~~ to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the An:hdiouse restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorship ot Ho!y AngeJs Church IMMEDIATELY~ 

Name Si 

AOC 009569 



RETURN9 FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'lGEl.1S 
AN AFRICAN AMERIC.Al'i FAlTH CO~IUNlTY1S APPEAL 

e the underngn . reprc:!enting t e cm Amencan ommunity, are acnvely jO to~er m the 
movement to ~turn Fut.her Job.n Caiicott to Holy Angels Cllurc!L Fatber Jo.bn Callcott bas been a 
superior role model th:rouahout the )'ears fur the African American Community and in particu1ar African 
Ameri~n children. We now nnnly believa that the allegations made againsc Father Calicott wrxc scurrilous and 
totally without Sl!bstaru:e.. Furthermore. Father Calicott has fully participated in the Ait:hd.ioc:se of aricago'a 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness fer Mir..iatry" ~to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
W4! ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Fattier Calicutt to the 
pastorsb..ip ot Ho~y Angeb Church L."1MEDJA TELY. 

Na "e Si nat e 

AOC 009570 



RETIJRN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'IGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERlCAN FAJTH col\i11\-IUNITY1S APPEAL 

e the un emgn , representing t e cm Amencan ommumty, are acttv y JO to~er m the 
movement to return Flit.her John CaJicott to Holy Aa:els Cburcll. Father John Callcntt bas ~n a 
superior role model throughout the yearr. for the African American Community and :in particular African 
American children. We new mmly believe thal the alleganons made against Father Calicca Wac scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore.. Father" Calicott has fully participated in the ~of Oricago's 
.. __ PJucedures for J?etermin:Won of Fitness. fer Ministry~~ to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute m our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese ~'"tore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshlp ot Ho!y Angels Church L.'\fMEDIA TELY. 

Name Si nature Address 

AOC 009571 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'lGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICA.i.'i FAJTH CO~IUNITY'S AP:?EAL 

e the un gn , rc;>rcsenting the can Amencgn ornmumty, are actlv y J tog!ther m the 
movement to .return Fut.her Job.n CaJicott to Holy An:eJs Churcll.. Father John Calicott has been a 
superior role model throughout the year& for the African Amcican Community and in particu.Jar African 
Ameri~n chilcrtn We now .firmly believe tllal the allegations made against Father Calicctt wcc scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthamore, Father Calicott has fully participate:d in the Archdioc:se of Oticago's 
"._Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry"~ to prove he is no rut lD children. Cansequently, 
we ere resolute bi our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorslrlp of Ho!y Angels Church IMME.DIA TEL Y. 

Name Si tu e Address 

AOC 009572 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO .. HOLY Ai'fGELS-_, 
Al"'i AFRICAi'f .MIERICAN FAITH COrYmiIUMTY'S AffEAL-

e the un enign , repraenting the can Amencan OlJllD.Untty, are~ y JO to~er in the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy ~Js Churcfl... Father John C2llcort bas been a 
supe~or ~le model t.hrou~out th~ ye:?rs for the African American Community and _in particular African . . . 
Amenc:m children. We now mmly believ~ th.al: the allegations made againsc Farner Calicca wcm scmrilous and ... 
totally without substance.. Furthermor~ Father Calicott has fully participated in the Arr-Jxtioc::ie of Qricago'a 
... _Procedures for Dete:rmimtion of Fitness fer Ministry~ process to prove he-is no rut 1D children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdl~ restore Father C.allcott to the 
pastorshJp o( Holy AngeJs Church IMMEDIATELY. . . 

Name Si ture 

AOC 009573 



RE~~ FATHER JOHN CALICOTT T·O HOLY Ai'IGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERIC.Al'i FAITH col'dMuNJTY'S APPEAL 

e the un crngn ~ re:>resenting the c:m Amencan ommumty, are acnv y JO to~er m the 
movement to return F'ather Job..n Caiicott to Holy A.age.ls Cburcil. Fat.ber John Callcutt has bef!n a 
superior role model throughout the year!> for the African American Community and in particuJnr African 
Americ:in chilchn We now nnnly heliev" tllat the allegations made again& Father Calicctt were SCUITilous and 
totally without substance.. Furthermore. Father Ollicott has fully participated in the Archdioa:se of Orlcago's 
" ... .Procedures for Determination of Fitness for MinistryM ~ to prove he is no risk tD children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdioc15e restore Father C&llcott to the 
pastorship ot Ho!y Angels Church IMMEDIA 'l'ELY. 

Name Si ture 

I' 
,/ 

AOC 009574 



RETURt'l FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN MIBRICA1~ FAITH col\iTh-fUNlTY'S APPEAL 

· e the un erngn . representing t e · un Amencan a ommumty, .are activ y jO to~er in the 
movement to return lather Job.n CsJkott to Holy Angels Cllurc!I.. Father John Callcott has been a 
superior role model Urroughout the years far the African American Community and in particu1ar African 
American children. We nvw firmly believ~ that the alle~tions made against Father Calicott wac ~and 
totally without St!hstance. Furthermore. Fathe:- D.Jicott has fully participated. in the~ of Olicago's 
" ... Procedures for Determination of Fitness fur Ministry"~ to prove he is no rut 10 children. Consequently, 
we ere resolute m our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshlp ot Ho3y Angels Church IMME.DIA TELY • 

• 

AOC 009575 



RETURN FATHER JORN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai~GELS 
AN .AFRICAN A!'1ERICAl"l FAlTH CO~IUNJTY1S APPEAL 

· e the un enign , rc;>re3enting the can Amencan ommumty, are actively jO together m the 
movement to return Fat.her John CaJicott to Holy Angels Church. Fatller John Calicutt bas been a 
superior role model throughout the years fur the African American Community and in particular Aftican 
American children. We now firmly believe that the allegations made against Father Calicoa were SCUirilous and 
totally without Sllbstance.. Furthermore. Father Calioott has fully participated in the Archdioo:se of aricago's 
".-Procedures fur Determination of Fitness fur Mjnistry" process to prove he is no ruk 1D children. Consequently, 
we are resolute ID our commitment to seeing that the Archdioa:5e restore Father ~lcutt to the 
pastorshJp of Ho!y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name . Si re 

AOC 009576 



RETUR.i'/ FATHER JOHN CALICOTT T,O HOLY AiVGELS 
AN AFRICAN AJ."\tIERICA.i":\f F AlTH coMi\-IUNITY~s APPEAL 

e the un cnign ~ representing t e can Amencan a ornmunity, are acnv y JO together in the 
movement to nturn Futher Jobn Calicott to Holy A~oe.ls Church. Father John Oillcutt bm been a 
superior role model throuahout the years for the African American Community and in particular African 
Amerian chikt'en. We now nnnly believa that the allegations made against Father C3licoa: WC'Z'C scurrilous and 
totally without wb~ Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated in the Art:bdioc:se of Oricago's 
" ... Procedures for Determination of Fitness fur Ministry"~ to prove he is no ri!k to children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshlp of HoJy Angels Church L.'\IMEDIA TELY. 

Name Si ture 

AOC 009577 



RETIJRN FATHER JOHJ.'\l C.~ICOTT TO HOLY Ai'IGELS 
AN AFlUCAN AMERICAN FAITH COMMJJMTY'S APPEAL 

e the un gn , rc;resenting the c:m Amencxn Connnumty, are actlV y j together m the 
movement to retnrn Father Job..n Cs.iicott to Holy A~ae.ls Church. FatJJer Jolin Calkott h9S been a 
superior role modei throughout the ;rearn far the AfriQUl Amaican Community and in particular African 
Amenc:in cililchn We now :firmly helieva that the allegations made against Fame: Calicott were scurrilous and 
totally without suhstMce. Furthamor~ Father CaliOJtt has fully particip&tOO in the Arcbdioc:se of Olicago's 
".-Procedures for Detcrmirumon of Fitness for Ministry~ process to prove he is no risk lD children. Consequenrly, 
we lll'e resolute In our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Fat.her Calicott to the 
pastorshlp of Holy A.ngeJs Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si nature Address 

AOC 009578 



RETURi'f FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY AL'fGELS 
AN AFRICAN Al\fERICAN FA1TH COJ\l!i\truNITY'S APPEAL 

e the un gn . representing the can Amencan ommumty, are activ y JO to~er m the 
movement to l"!tuni Fat.her Jolla CaJicott to Holy Angels Churclt. Fattier John Calkntt has been a 
superior role model throua.hout the )'ea:I"!'. for the African Am.aican Community and in particular African 
American children. We now firmly believe th.al tile allegations made against Falhe.r Calicott were scunilous and 
totally without Sl!hsrance.. Furthermor~ Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdioc:se of Orie!go's 
".-Procedures for Determimtion of Fitness for Ministry" ~ to prove he is no risk 1D children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Arch.diocese restore Fattier Calicott to the 
pastorsh.lp of Ho~y Angels Cb.ul'Ch IMME.DIA TELY. 

Name ;J Si t.ure Addr-ess 

i 

AOC 009579 



RETURN FATHER JOHN ·CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'IGELS 
AN AFRICAN .Al\tJERICA.i'\l FAITH COl\iIMlJMTY'S APPEAL 

e the un gn re;>resentlng the · cm encan ommumty, are acttv y JO together m the 
movement to nmrn Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Church. Fatller John Ca.Ucott has been a 
superior role modeJ throughout the year& for the African Amaican Community and in particu1ar African 
American cilil<ren. We now nnnly believ.? that the alle~tions made against Fathel' Calicca were scurrilous and 
totally without substance.. Furthermore. Father C'.alicott has fully participated. in the Archdioc:se of Oti.cago's 
".-.Procetlures for Determination of Fitness for Ministty" process to prove he is no rbk to children. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdioase restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshJp ot Ho!y Angels Church IMME.DIA TELY. 

Name Si ture Address 

AOC 009580 



RETURi'l FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai'\fGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAl~ FAITH COM:MuNiTY'S ~AL 

e the un angned, representing t e can encan ommumty, are acnveJ.y JO together m the 
movement to n!turn Father John Calicott to Holy A~ls Church. Fat.her John Callcott has been a 
superior role JDodeJ throupout the years far the African Amaican Community and in pa:rticuJar African 
America~ cbilm-en. We now .firmly believe thal the allegations made again& Fatber Calicctt wee ~s and 
totally without scbstance. Furthermore, Father CaJicott has fully participated in the Arcbdloc:se of Qticago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry~~ to prove he is no rut 1D children. Conseque:nrly, 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father ~lrott to the 
pastorshJp ot Ho!y Angels Church L."\IMEDIA TEL Y. 

Name Si ture 

AOC 009581 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CA.LICOTT TO HOLY Ai"'\fGELS 
AN AFRICAN .AMERICAl"'l FAlTH CO~IIJNlTY1S APPEAL 

e the un enign , representing t e can Amencan .. Conimumty, are activeiy JO to~er in the 
movement to return Fnther John Calicott to Holy Angels Cburc!l. Father John C:illcott has been a 
superior role model Uiroughout the )'ears fer the African American Community and in particulm' African 
American children. We now mmly believe! that the allegations made against Father Calicott were ~s and 
totally without subsrance. Furthermore. FatheJ' c.aJicott has fully panicipaterl in the ~of Oricago's 
"._Procedures for Dete.rmin:ition of Fitness fer Ministry"~ to prove he is no ris m children. Consequently, 
we are resolute m our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Fadler Calicott to the 
pastorsll.ip or Ho!y Angels Church IMME.DIA TEL Y ~ 

Name Si nature Address 

AOC 009582 



RETI.JRN FATHER JOIL.'l CALICOTT TO HOLY Ai"'iGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAl'i FAITH col\ill\tIUNITY'S APPEAL 

· e the un enign ~ representing t e An-iun Amencan ommumty, are activ y JO to~ex in the 
movement to ~turn Father Job.a Cs.iicott to Hoty Angels ChurclL Father John C31kott bas been a 
superior role model throughout the vea:rs fer the African American Community and in particular African 
American chilm:en. We now :firmly helleva th.at tb.e allegations m3de against Fadler Calirott were scurrilous and 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated in the Arclldicc::se of Oricago'a 
".-Procedurts fur Determination of pjtness for Ministry" process to prove he is no rut 1D children. Conseques'Jly, 
we ere re!JOlute 1D our commitment to seeing that the Arcl:ldiocese restore Father Callc:ntt to the 
pastorsbJp of Ho!y Angels Church I.MMEDIA TELY. 

Name Si tu e Address 

• "' ' .. ' 1 1 · • · I 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT.T·O HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFJUCAN .Ai\i.IERICA.i.'i FAlTH CO~IUNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un asign , representing the c:m Amerx:sn a ommumty, are activ y jO together m the 
movement to return Father Job..n CsJicott to Holy Angels Cburcll. Fatner John Cillcott has been a 
superior role model throughout the year!'. for the African American Community and in particular African 
American children. We now :firmly believ~ that the allegations made against Fadler Calirott wrre ~sand 
totally without substaru:e.. Furthermore. Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdioci:se of Oricago's 
"._Procedures for Determination of Fitness fer Ministry 11 ~ to prove he is no ri!k to children. Consequenrly, 
we are resolute in our oommitmen to seeing that the ArchdiO«Se restore Father Callartt to the 
pastorshlp ot Ho~y Angels Church IA TELY. 

N · t re Address 

AOC 009584 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO IIOLY ANGELS."'· 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH coMMuNin•s APPEAL 

e e un cnign , representing t e can encan a1 romunity, are actrv y JO togethr.r m the . 
movement to return Fnther Jolla Calicott to Holy Angels Church.. Fat.her John Calkott has been a · 
superior role model throu~out th~ years for the African Amaican Community and in particu1m'_ African 
Ameriran chilcbn We now nnnly believe that the allegations made against Father ~cw were~ 81).d 
totally wilhout substance. Furthermore., Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdiocese of Cllicago'a . · 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry" process to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, -· 
we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastorshlp or Ho!y Anpls Church iA TEL Y. 

Name ure 

---------- ---------- ------------· .. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO IIOLY ANGELS" 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH coMMuNlIT'S APPEAL 

e c un c:ts1gn ~representing t e can encan aJ ommumty, are activ y JO together m the 
movement to return Father Job.n Calicott to Holy Angels Cllurcb.. Fatber John Cancott has been a 
superior role model throughout the year& for the Afrlam American Community and in particu1ar African 
Ameri~n chil<hn We now finnly believa that the alle;:,ations made against Father c.alicott wac scurrilous 8I)d . 
totally without substance. Furthermore, Fathef' C1.lioou has fully participatf'rl in the Archdiocese of Olicago's · · ; 
"._Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry" process to prove he is no risk to childrci. Consequemly, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Fadler Calicott to the · 
pastorshlp of Ho!y Angtls Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name 1 nature 

• 11 •f• I 
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RETURi~ FATHER JOI-IN C.t\LICOTT T .. Q IIOLY Ai'IG.El"'S 
AN AFRICAN A~IERIC~1'i ~"'AlTH COJ\tThfUNlTY'S APPEAL 

e the un et.ugn • rc;:)f(:scnting t c At can • nencnn a1t 1 Cornmumty, are actw y JOl together m the 
mov~~mmt to return Fntber John Calicol.t to Holy Ao~ls Church. Father John Cancort htts !teen a 
suvcrior ml~ model Urrou~houl U1~ y~n-. for the Afriam American Community and in particulm' African 
Amcnc:m childroi. W~ now finnly hd1eve 1.hal the allcr;ttions made against Falhet Ca.licctt were liUlIT"ilous and 
totally wilhout ~fat.nncc. Purthcrmore. Fathl'f Calicott has folly 1wticipntcd. in the Archdioc~ of Olicago's 
~ ... Procedures for Determination of fitness. for Mini::1try" prot:et<; to prove he is no ri~ to children. Consequently, · 
we are resolute in our cowmilmcnt to secins: tbst the Archdh1et.~~ f't')lOre Father Calicutt. to lhc 
p1t1ttor.JhJp of Ho~y Angefs Church l.MMEDJATEL Y. 

Name _____ .Si nature 

AOC 009587 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS. 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH col\1Mu:NJTY'S APPEAL 

c c un C11Jgn , rc::prcsc:nting t e can encan a rnmumty, are 1lCtiv y J together m the . 
mo-rement to return Father Job.n Calicott to Holy Angels Church. Fat.ber John caucott bas been a . 
superior role model throughout the years for the African American Community and in particular African . •· 
American dtihren. We now .finnly believe tll3l the allegations made against Father Calicott wac scwrilous ai)d 
totally without substance. Furthcrmae, Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdioce5e of Olicago's 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry 11 ~ to prove he is no risk 1D children. Consequently, . 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Callc:ott· to the ·. · · 
pastorshlp of Ho!y Angeb Church IMME.DIA TEL Y. '.· 

Name Si nature· 

o ~ • •• 1 I I •t: 4 
• tt ., ao .,-. ·;·., · , • • •• : .. ~ .. 

AOC 009588 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS. 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH co:MMuNITY'S APPEAL 

e e un crngn , representing t e can encan ai ornmumty, are act:rv y JO togethf."l' m the 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Church. Falbe1· John CaUcott bas been a 
superior role model throughout the years for the African American Community and in particulm' African · · . 
American children. We now .fumly believ~ that the allegations m3de againsc Father Calicott were scunilaus and 
totally without substance. Furthe:rmor~ Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdiocese of Oricago's . 
".-Proctdurcs for Determination of fjtnc&s for Mini~try" µrocess to prove he ls no risk to children. Cmlscquendy, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the 
pastonhJp ol HoJy Angels Church lMMEDIA TEL Y. ' ~ , 

Name Si nature Address 

. i 
! 
I 

· .I 
I 

I 

'l 
' i 

I 
• I 

. I 

I 

I ., 
~ l 

. ! 

·.· ! ., 

I 
. • j 

"''' 1 I • •I• I 
• •• ., t t ,,. · " · •• t ··· N'" ' 

l 

l 
I 

AOC 009589 



RETlTRi~ FATHER JOHN ·C1\LICOIT. T·O 1-IOLY At'fG'El.S. 
AN AFRICAN A~IBRlC~t\1 FAITH COJ\ThIUNJTY~s APPEAL 

c the un cr:ugn • rc;>rcsroung t. c 1 c:m , mcrK:1tn • a~l l Co;nmumty, are activ y JOl togcthcr m the · 
mo.,~mc!lt to return Fnther John Calicott to Holy A.o~ls Church. Faf.bca· John Q}§kott has !littn a · 
superior roll~ lbodel U1rou8houl the year!'. for the Afri01n American Community and in particulnr African · 
American childr~. We now fim1ly h~heve that the allcg.11ions 1mulc :igainsi F:1lhl'1 C.alil'uu wen: ~ni1ous i\ll(1 

tot.ally without si!hst.attcc. Punhcrmore, Father Calicott 'has fully llarttcipntcd in the Archclioc~ of Oticago's 
" ... Proccdlll'e:=i for Determination of Fitness for Ministry~ process to :n-ovc he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we nre resolute in our com10Hn1cnt to S«~ini: that the ;\rch.diuct~l· rt;tore Father Cailcutt. to the .. ~ 
Jlll'itorshlp or Ho~y A.nieb Cbun.h L'\L'1EDJAT:E.LY. 

Name Si nature 

.. ' ,· 

AOC 009590 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS · 
AN AFRICAN Al\1ERICAN FAITH coMMuNITY~s APPEAL' 

e c un erugn t representing t e can encan a romumty, are activ y J together m the 
movementto return Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Cburcb. Fatller · Jobn Calicott has been a 
superior role model throughout the "/earr. for the African American Community and in particular African · 
Ameri~n chilltm. Wr:now mmly bdieve WI the alleg41tions made against Father Calicott wac ~and '. _ 
totally without substance.. Furthermore, Father Calicott has fully participated in the Archdiocese of Olicago'a · · 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness fer Ministry" process to prove he is no risk m childttn. Consequently,· .. · 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Arthdla«Se restore Father Callrott to the ', · ·: 
pastorshlp of Ho~y Angeh Church IMMEDIATELY. . · · . 

• "'"'"' I 11 'I• 1 

Name Si nature Address 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS . · .j 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAIT.d co:Ml\ruMTY'S APPEAL . ..i 

e c un c:mgn • r_c;>rescntmg t e can ent&D a oromumty, are activ y JO together mt e 
movmient to return Fat.her John Calicott to Holy Angels Cburcll. Father John caRlcott bBS been a . 

·, :1. 
I 
! 

.l 
. ··: . superior role model throuahout the years for the African American Community and in prrticu1ar African 

Ameri~n children. We 11(1\\1' finnJy believa that the allegations made against Father c.alicott wee scurrilous and · ! 

totally without substance. Furthermore. Father Calicott has fully participatro in the Archdiocme of aticago's · ·,. · , ,· •. j 
".-Procedures for Detemlination of Fitness for Ministry" process to prove he is no risk to children. Cmlsequesitly, . . : 

1 
• 

we ere resolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the · . . : • · . . ·1 pastorshlp or Ho~y Angels Church IMMEDIATELY. . ·. . · - i 

Name Si nature Address · !. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT.TO IIOLY ANGELS·:· 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH COM.MUNITY'S APPEAL 

e c un erngn , represaiting t e can encan a mmumty, are aCtiv y .10 together m the . 
movement to return Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Cllurcb. Father John <;'.lalkott has been a -· 
~uperior rule model Urroulhout the years for the Afriain Amal.can Community and in particular African . . 
American children. We now 1innly believe that the alleg:atk>ns made against Fatbe:r Calicott wee scurrilous 81).d - .·. 
totally without substance.. Furthermore, Fatha- c.aJioott has fu11y participa.~ in the Archdiocese of Clllcago's · · · 
".-Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry" process to prove hei& no risk tD children. Consequently, 
we are n!solute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Fatber Calicott to the 
pa.dorshlp or Ho~y Angeb Church IMMEDIATELY. . 

Name Si nature 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS.· 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH COMMuN11Y'S APPEAL 

c c un enign • rcprcsc:nting t e can erA:a.u a ornmumty, are a.d.lv y jO together m the 
movement to retom Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Cburcb. Father John Cllllcott has been a 
superior rule model throu~out th~ year& for the African American Community and in particulnr African 
Amt".i~n chil<bin We now finnly believe that the alle~Hons Jll3de against Father Gllioott wrre sCurrilou!.t and · 
tot.ally without !U!hstan.ce. Furthermore, Fathef' Calirott has fully participated. in the Art:hdioa:se of atlcago's . 
".-Procedures for Dctc:rminillion of Fitness for Ministry" proces.41 to prove he i& no risk 1D children. Consequently, · 
we are resolute in our comm.itmeut to seeing that the Archdiocese ~ore Father Calicott to the 
pMtonhlp of Ho~y Angeb Church IMMEDIATELY. . . 

Name Si ture Address 

. ..... . ,, ... ' . . ... 
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r RET1J1ii~ FATHER Jo11N .c;.·\L1coTT To .r10Lv L-\i'lGEi'~sl 
AN AFRICAN AIVIERJCA.N .FAJTH COJVf1'tllJMTY'S APPEAL · 

c the un t.r.'11~ • rc;:m~scntmg t .c .1 rican i mcr1<:1rn l' a~i l Cmnmumty, arc actw' y .101 together in the 
mo.,.~~~mcnl to rd.um f11thcr Jo41n Crdicol.t to Bc~y An;.~ls Church. Ji"af.h~·r John C.:iUcutt Jm:; li.t~n i.t 

sui-~rior role mudel Unuu~hout lhc year~ fer the Atiiom Amcrican Corn1rnmity and in {mticulnr African 
Amcnc:an children. We now fim1ly bi!hev~ th.al the allcgarkins made ag;iinst Falhet Calicctt were :>UJiri]ous and 
toi~llly without ~d1srnncc. Pnnhcrmore, Father Calia)(f has fully 1i;11licip.ntcd in tht~ J\rr.hdioc~ of Olica~o's 
~ ... Proc:cdurcs f1)r Dclctminalinn of Pitncss for Minblry" prrxt..':1.'i to prove he is no ritl;: to children. Consequently, 
m.~ are re~lute m our commiamcnt to s.~cin~ ill.al the A..-chdiun~~ 1-e:;rore Fatber Cailcutt. to tJu~ 
pastorshlp of Ho~y Angeb Church IMMEDJATELY. 

Nam~ Si nature 

----------- ----------··-- ----------------
---- -------------------
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RETURi~ FATHEH. JOllN ·C-~\LICOTT TO 1-J<OLY Ai'rGRJ'~s1 
AN AFRICAN Ai\'IERICA.il\l .FAlTH COJVThfUN1TY'S APPEAL · 

c the un cr:ugn • rc;m::scntmg t c 1nr:m .. 111crK:1rn aJl l Commumty, are nctlV • y .JOl together m the 
1110,~:nwnl lo rerurn f 11tb~!r Jolin CnJkoU lo Holy Ao~ls Church .. Fafhcr John C;iUcott Jm~ !l('.t".n u 
su1;-crio1· rule model U1rou~hout the ye.arr. for the Af1iam American Conummity and in particular African 
AmcriL-:1n chi)(1rcri. We now tim1ly h~hev~ Th:U the allc~tions mal:C ;igain:il. Father C.aliccu Wel"C ~nilou~ t111d 
totally w1Lhout si~1sin110.!. Fnrthcrmore, FJthcr C;ilimll has fully ll'Jrficipnltd in the Archdioc~ of Olicai::o's 
" ... Pnx-.ulurcs for Determination of fitness for Mini::1try" pnX:L'S."i to 1lmvc he is no ri~ to children. Conscquemly, 
we nre rewlute in our commitment to sedns: that the i\rcndioet'Sl' re)to~ Fllther Cidlcutt. to the 
pm>torshlp Q( Ho~y Angeb Church L.\lMEDIATEL Y. 

Namie Si nature 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH CO~TY'S APPEAL . · 

e c un en1gn , representing t e can mcrx:;an ai Commumty, are activ y JO together m tile 
mo~mcnl to return Fnther John CaJkoU to Holy Angels Church. Father John Calkott has bttn a 
superior role model throuaJloot U1c year& for the African American Community and in particulm' African 
American chi let-en. We now jmniy believe that tbe allegations made against Father cancoa wac scurrilous ru).d 
totally without ~!hstan.ce. Furthermore, Fathcr Calioott has fully participated in the Archdiocese of atlcago's 
" ... Procedures for Determination of Fitness fur Ministry" process to prove he is no risk to children. Consequently, 
we are Nsolute in our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Felber Calicott to the 
pa.iitor.thlp of Ho~y ~b Church IMMEDIATELY. 

Name Si nature Address 

., 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH COMMUNITY'S APPEAL . 

We the undc\signed. representing the African American Faith Community. arc actively joined together in the 
movement to dear Father John Calicott's n3me or the false allegations made against him. Father 
John Calicott has been a superior role model throughout the years for theAfrican American Community 
md in particular Afric:i.n American children. We believe that the :i..llepuons made ag:iinst F~thcr Calicott are 
:::currilous and rot:llly without substance. We funhcr believe that the applic;ition cf a flawed process has 
resulted in him being presumed guilty rather than presumed innocent. Fin:i!ly. we are resolute in 
our rnmmitmenl to seeing that the Archdiocese rc~lore Father Calicott to the pa:i;torship or Holy 
Angels Church as soon as possible. 

Name G · 

AOC 009598 



-RETURN FATHER Jof1N .(~~:~i~1co .. rr--~roiioLY Af~G~:1-~s-l 
AN AFRICAN AIVIBRJC,~1\{ .FAJTH COI\Il\tITJMTYiS APPEAL · 

c the un tr31gn • r~C5cnti.11g t . c 1 c:in i mcrn:r.n r a~t Coanmumty, are ad.JV y .JOl togctr.c.r in the 
moV"~mcnt. to return father Jolin CaJicoU to Holy Angels Churctt. F1tthc1· John Ca.Qkott hre; littn a 
suv~r-ior rule model lhrou~hout the ycar.i; for the Afriam Ammcao Comm1inity -:ind in particular .'\frican 
Amcril":tn children. We now tinnly heoheve 1.h:ll thc a!lcgMions m:uJc again.sf Fa1her Ca.Jirott w~ :>-ct1rri1ous ~nd 
tot.ally without s111~nncc. Pnrthcrmor<\ Father C1liaJtt has fully 11:-nticipntcd in the /\rc:hdioc!!'«: of Olica~o·s 
~ ... Prcx.·.cdurcs for Dctcrmin:ilion of fitness. for Ministry" prc.x:c~'i to prove he is no rbk to children. Consequently, 
wt. ure rerolute in our comsoilmcnC to .c;«~·ins: that the ;\1-chdioct'.Sl' ·~tore F!llt.iter CailcoH tu llie 
pastor.ildp of Uo.,y Angcb Chun:h IMMEDlATELY. 

Name Si nature 

--------·----
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RETLTRN FATHER JOHN C.l'.\LICOTT TO HOLY .A.i'fGELS 
AN .AFRICAJ.'i AMERICAI'f FAlTH COI\1i\tfiJNJTY1S APPEAL 

e the un crngneo~ !C?f~cnting t e can Amencgn r a t:ommumty, are 2.cuveiy JO togaher i.n the 
movement to l"!turn Father Job.n Calicott to Ho•y A~ls Church. Father John C*ort bas been a 
superior role model tllrough.out the ;fCU"S fer the African American Community and in µnticu1ar African 
Americ:in cttildren. We now tlnnly believa that the allegations Ill3dc against Father CaliCL'tt were scurrilous a.nd 
totally without substance.. Furthermore.. Father Caticott has fully participatci in the Arclidioc::se of Oricago's 
"--Procedl..ltCS fur Determin:ition of Fitness. for Ministry" process to prove he is no ruk ro children. Consequently, 
w' are resolute in our commitment to &eeing that the Archdioc~ lbiore Fat!ler Calicott to the 
pastorshJp of HoJy Angels Church L.'\IMEDIA TEL Y. 

Name Si ture Address 

r 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY A.i"'fGELS 
AN AFRICAl.'i AMERlCAl"\l FA1TH COMi\iIUMTY~S APPEAL 

e the un erngn , !C?f~cntmg t e c:in Amerx:lln a' Coromumty, are ~ely JO togaher m the 
movement to ~turn Father Job.n Caiicott to Holy A~oueJ.s Church. Fat.her John ~ort hCIS heen a 
sup-erior role model throu~out the ;t'2"S. fer the African American Community and in particular African 
Amencan children We now firnlly believ~ that the allegations made against fathe:r Calicott wac scurrilous and 
totally without snbstn.n.ce. Furthermore., Father Cllicott has fully participatro in the Archdioc::se of Oricago's 
".-Procedures fur Detc:rmin:llion of Fitness for Mjnistry" ~to prove he i& no ri!k to childr01. Consequently, 
we are resolute in our commitment to seeing that the ArchdioctSe rbiore Father C~tt to the 
pastor5hlp ot HoJy Angels Church L.'\IMEDIA TEL Y. 

Name Si natu 
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RETlJRi'l FATHEl~ JOI1N ·C~\LJCOTI TO I10LY Ai'IGEI~S1 
AN AFRICAN A1\iIERlCAN },A1TH COJ\iThfUNITY'S APPEAL · 

e tile un cn1gnc , rc;>rcscntmg tnc 1 · c:i.n ; ncrx:an l' a~t 1 Cornmumiy, are actN y JOl together in the 
mov~~mcnt to rer.urn Futber Jolin CnJicoU to Holy Aa;:t>ls Churth. Jl~athN' Jolin Ca~:cott hHs littn a 
~uFnior rolt.~ JOudd tl1mu~ho11l I.he yc..1.r~ for the Af1iam Amcricao Community ;me! in rarticular African 
Ammc;1n chihlroi. W~ nuw firmly h~lleve I.hat the allcg;ttions rn:uJc :igaim;i: Father Calicctt wa-c :si.:urrilous and 
101,\lly w1lho11t. sd.l~1111cc. Furthermore. Fath1.·r Calicott has fully 1i;n1icipa1c:d in the Arc:hdioc~ uf Olicago's 
"·-- Pnx:.r1!11rC$ for DctCTminalion of Firncs~ for Minislry" i.m)tcss to prove he iii no ri:!k to (;hi1drcn. Consequently, 
we nrt:! r~wlute m uur cowmilmcnt lo weiu~ Urnt the Archdioct"Sc ~lore Fatiler Ci&ikoU lo llu~ 
p11stor.1hlp of Ho~y Ange~ Chun:b IMMEDIATELY. 

Namie Si nature 

---------··--·--
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTI TO HOLY ANGELS 
' I 

AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like t,o express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of t.oday and t.omorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern. 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott st.anding with us. 

AOC 009604 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICO'ITTO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to eXJ>ress our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICO'IT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALIC01T TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like t.o express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for.us. We are th~ leaders of t.oday and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOIT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICO'IT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICO'IT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with u& 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like t.o express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of t.oday and t.omorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calioott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like t.o express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of t.oday and t.omorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 

AOC 009613 



RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTI TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOIT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
wowd like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Qilicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLYANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTI TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 

excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICOTT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father, John Calioott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and ooncern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calioott standing with us. 
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RETURN FATHER JOHN CALICO'IT TO HOLY ANGELS 
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

We, the students of Junior High, representing a proud African American Faith Community, 
would like to express our extreme gratitude for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott is an 
excellent role model at Holy Angels School. Father, we feel, has the utmost respect and concern 
for us. We are the leaders of today and tomorrow. We need a strong, positive leader such as 
Father John Calicott st.anding with us. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU ANO TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TD RETURN TD HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LDRO's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH ANO EVERY DAY FDR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING TAKEN OUR PASTOR FATHER ~OHN 

AWAY FROM US. I WANT TO KNOW WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO BRING 

FATHER ~OHN BACK TO US. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING TAKEN OUR PASTOR FATHER JOHN 

AWAY FROM US. I WANT TO KNOW WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO BRING 

FATHER JOHN BACK TO US. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU AND TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORD's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH ANO EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU AND TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORO's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH ANO EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

EACH AND EVERY DAY WE ASK GOO TO HEAR OUR PRAYERS, YOUR 

EMINENCE OUR FERVENT PRAYER TO OUR LORD IS THAT YOU WILL 

RETURN FATHER JOHN TO HOLY ANGELS. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT AND MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU AND TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORD's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH AND EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

EACH ANO EVERY DAY WE ASK GOO TO HEAR OUR PRAYERS, YOUR 

EMINENCE DUR FERVENT PRAYER TO OUR LORD IS THAT YOU WILL 

RETURN FATHER JOHN TO HOLY ANGELS. 
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11oly Narne of Mary Church 
11159 SOUTH LOOMIS ST.REE1Jttl.QilJC~91!i.INOIS 60643 • AREA CODE 312 • 238-6800 

minence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
~rchbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Your Eminence: 

How can I ever thank you for all of your kindness to John 
Calicott and also your patience with me. Afer being knocked off 
my feet the other day when Ray Goedert told me about the paper 
which was read at Holy Angels Churh two weeks ago in which John 
Calicott admitted doing wrong, I am amazed that you would give 
him anothr chance. I am most grateful to you for this real act 
of kindness. 

When Hal y Name of Mary had its first" Prayer Vigi 1 for John and I 
heard young person after young person come to the podium and say, 
"I was vulnerable (for one reason after another), and do you know 
what Father John did to me? He made me finish college, or he 
made me get rid of my drugs and become a responsible person" I 
was convinced that all I had known of John was true, namely, that 
h~ was a responsible person who could be trusted with any young 
person. 

I am embarassed and ashamed for all the bother which I gave to 
Writing that letter to you as soon as John was sent to 1111 

, threatening to lead daily demonstrations to 
embarass the Pastoral Center, etc. And all the time you knew the 
real situation and I did not. Thank you for being patient. 

Ray asked me today if I would take John back here in the parish, 
and I said that I would do so happily. He needs to be allowed to 
continue to grow and mature to the stage where he no longer 
d~nies all the charges against him. He is still a role model for 
African-American youth. In our community forgiveness is easier 
than in other groups. However, another fall would mean that the 
community itself would punish him far worse than any jail could. 
I was proud of you to see this possibility of growth for John and 
your allowing the congregation to decide. 

You have suffered so much yourself physically and emotionally, 
yet you took time to help another suffering priest. I will never 
forget your kindness. Thank you. 

P.S. pr~yers are offered every day in the parish for your full return to health 
and strength. 
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As you might know I have been out of the country for the 

last ten days. Upon my return I became aware of the discussions 

that have transpired with regard to the decision to return Father 

John Calicott to his pastorate at Holy Angels parish. In light of 

my review of what was reported in the press and elsewhere, and of 

correspondence received, I offer the following comments. 

First of all I want to make clear that the process for 

making this decision followed the procedures articulated in the 

Archdiocesan policy with regard to diocesan priests accused of 

sexually abusing a minor. In accord with those procedures the 

Review Board analyzed all of the data on this case and made what 

it felt was an appropriate recommendation. I accepted their 

recommendation. 

Second, this case is unlike many others. While it is true 

that Father Calicott did engage in sexual misconduct with minors, 

of that conclusion the Review Board, and ultimately myself, had to 

face a situation we had not anticipated when I first said that a 

priest who had abused a minor would never be returned to parish 

ministry. When I made that statement I had assumed that such 

abuse always would be an expression of a psychological disorder 

that could not be controlled so as to make it impossible for a 

priest to return to parish ministry. 
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Page 2 

It was this fundamental difference that became the occasion 

for an extended analysis by the Review Board and by myself. In 

the end it was determined that the facts of this situation merited 

the exception which was recently announced. I know that many do 

not agree with this exception. I can understand that 

disagreement. More importantly, I agree that we should never 

place children at risk. It is important, however, that all of our 

decisions be based on facts and not on fears or anger. In this 

case the facts are clear: 

, the desires of the parish, and the willingness of 

Father Calicott to enter a covenant. It is in the context of 

these facts that I remain confident that this decision is a good 

one. 
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LEADERSHIP MBETING 

Purpoae of the Meeting: 

* To share information with you on a matter of grave 
importance to your pariah; 

* To receive your guidance and wisdom in planing to care 
!or and provide pastoral outreach to the Parish Family during these 
next days or weeks; 

Sonae Operating Principles: 

" The people of the parish, represented by key parish 
leaders, are in the best position to know what ia in the beet 
interest of the people and the Parish Family; 

• The wisdom of the parish leaders, coupled with the 
experience of the viGiting Archdiocesan Team, will enable us to 
f aehion a plan and program that meets the needs of the situation 
and servea the best interests of all concerned; 

• The decisions made and the actions taken thus far and 
which have brought us together, are motivated first and last out of 
an abundance of care and concern for the safety of children so that 
they are not at risk; 

* Pastoral assistance and care will be made available to 
anyone who is affected by such allegations, including the person or 
persons bringing the allegation forward and their families, the 
accused and hie/her family, as well as the members of the P&rish 
Family. 

---·-· .... - ...... - ... - ..... -, .. J. • 
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George, 

Not written in stone but some possible ways to go. 

Thanks much for the support you have been and are at this difficult time in my life. 

Peace, 

cJ.. 
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IT IS TIME FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN 
CATHOLICS/CHRISTIANS TO UNITE! 

On Tuesday, April 19, at 7:00 p.m., we are holding a prayer vigil to show our united 
support for Fr. John Calici>tt. 

Fr. Joh.ii has been removed as pastor of Holy Angels Church because charges of alleged 
sexual abuse ( 18 years ago ) have been brought against him. 

Those of us who know hiii1 are very disturbed by these charges and the actions of the 
Archdiocese. 

Fr. John needs our PRAYERS! Please join us at Holy Name of Mary Church, 11159 
So. Loomis, at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesda~. J f /)~ (( .16 

Holy Name of Mary Parishonen 
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PFR-13, JOHN CALICOTT 
Summary of Supplementary Reviews 

1. 7/29/97 
Letter to John informing him that his Supplementary Review is scheduled for 
8/16/97. 
Requested info from 
Violation of protocol ( 

& Tuite & letter from JC. 
). 

2. 8/18/97 
Letter to Francis Cardinal George - requested a 

3. 8/25/97 
Francis Cardinal George accepted the Board's recommendation for a ••••• 

4. 9/10/97 
Francis Cardinal George requested from the Board a recommendation for JC's 
eligibility for a second term as pastor. 

5. October 
No Board meeting. Francis Cardinal George cancelled meeting with the Board. 
PFRA did not receive info from~ 

6. November 
In-service meeting with 

7. 12/23/97 
Letter to Francis Cardinal George - JC only submitted two pages of 
Board requested the full -

8. 118/98 
Francis Cardinal George accepted the Board's recommendation for the full-

9. 1127/98 
JC refused to submit - - Board could not make a recommendation. 

10. 2/2/98 
Francis Cardinal George asked for Specific Questions (See addendum). 

11. 2/5/98 
Francis Cardinal George meets with JC - JC agrees to release the info. 

12. 3/23/98 
Wrote to Francis Cardinal George. Pat Reardon did not have time to release 
-- informed that JC is 
Board requested the info by 4/18/98. 

13. April Board meeting 
Ltr from Pat Reardon -
mtg. Requested to subIIllt both 

14. May Board meeting 
Recommendation: 4 to 4 split decision. 

could not be available for the 4/18/98 
by May 1, 1998. 
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Memo from: 

To ~ l-, 
FATHER THOMAS J. PAPROCKI 

Date ---

}-~ t; 
~ {~-IT> 

~~~ 
t .~~ 
~ foAen~~ 
~ 
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The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of protecting minors. Additionally, 
the ISP protects the integrity of the Church and serves as a safeguard for individual priest or deacon. As 
long as the cleric is a client of the Office of Professional Responsibility, he will be subject to appropriate 
protocols, restrictions and monitoring under the authority of the Vicar for Priests and supervised by the 
Professional Responsibility Administrator (PRA); please refer to protocol number 15. The agreement of 
a priest or deacon to abide by these protocols is not understood to prove the truth of any allegation and is 
not intended to be an admission of guilt for any delict or crime, whether in Canon Law, or State and 
Federal Law. This agreement represents the cooperation of the cleric with his bishop as he exercises his 
pastoral office (e.g., Canons 369 and 392). 

This ISP for .JOIAV\ (j?vl-t-lOI± is as follows (PRA to initial all that apply)· 

I. 6) Restricted from being alone with minors (anyone under the age of 18) without the presence 
~other responsible adult. _ . 

.... 

.) . 

4. he "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the monitor. The 
is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the priest/deacon, the monitor and the 

Archdiocese. Although it lists all time periods, it is intended to provide an accurate record of the 
day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-campus activity, please include the 
place, the general purpose of the visit/trip/activity (e.g. Spiritual Direction, therapy), and the 
telephone number only if it is a private residence. (For example, it is enough to indicate that you 
did personal shopping rather than the name, location and telephone number of each individual 
store.) If your self-description is challenged, some documentation/verification may be requested. 

5. 0 Abide by the assignment of residence to UMcrl·UMctl qi·, kJi 
~uJ- thrvz~ 
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6. 

7 

i,.,...., . ·* 

~~o inappropriate use of computers, software, Internet capabilities, communications tools or 
; technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of 

Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees will apply. 
--... 

/iVJJMust complete and submit the "TravelNacation Agreement", and obtain concurrence with 
~greement, prior to a scheduled departure. 

8. tJiftC~ttendance at a recommended support group (please 
~ate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month (please 

circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" 

9. 

I 0. 

l 1. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

f orrns. · 
/;-...~ . 

~} No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other 
crarnent or Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests. ,,;:::n 

~/Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a 
p 1est/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the 
'clerical shirt'). 

/t) {(J;j! The right of defense must not involve the public life of the Church. 

0;}J On-site visits by PRA annually to include meeting with PRA and the cleric. 

~. On~site VI sits by Vic.ar for Priests (VP) annually to include a meeting with VP and the cleric. 

/r" )This ISP is to be reviewed annually with PR.A, VP, and the clenc. 
C7 

15. Because the private celebration of the Eucharist is possible, during the course of each week one of 
the Masses celebrated is to be for the intention of the priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

16. Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve consultation with the cleric, his monitor, 
the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PRA, or the VP can initiate the discussion for 
change or alteration, and at the discretion of any of the parties, his legal and/or canonical counsel 
may be involved. 

l have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols. 

Signature of PRA: ------------------- Date:----------

Signature of VP: ____________________ Date:----------
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INV FORM 41 (Rev. 5/02) INVESTIGATIVE REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT 
U.S. OFFICE OF PERSONNEL 
MANAGEMENT (5 CFR 736) 

DATA AND SUPERVISOR INFORMATION 
U.S. GOVERNMENT USE ONLY 

UNITED STATES OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT 

FEDERAL INVESTIGATIONS PROCESSING CENTER 

PO BOX 618 

BOYERS, PA 16018-0618 

DUE TO AUTOMATION PROCESSING, DUPLICATE INQUIRIES MAY BE REC 

JOSEPH PERRY 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PO BOX 1979 
CHICAGO IL 60690 

EI VED. 

INSTRUCTIONS: YOUR NAME HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY THE PERSON IDENTIFIED BELOW 
TO ASSIST IN COMPLETING A BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION TO HELP US DETERMINE 
THIS PERSON'S SUITABILITY FOR EMPLOYMENT OR SECURITY CLEARANCE. TO HELP US 
MAKE THIS DETERMINATION, WE ASK THAT YOU COMPLETE ALL ITEMS ON THE BACK OF 
THIS FORM AND RETURN THE FORM IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE. WE SEND A 
SEPARATE INQUIRY TO THE PERSONNEL OFFICE AND EACH SUPERVISOR SHOWN ON 
THE PERSON'S APPLICATION; THEREFORE PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD THIS FOR 
COMPLETION BY SOMEONE ELSE. 

PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION: This investigative inquiry is in full compliance with the Privacy 
Act of 197 4 and other laws protecting the civil rights of the person we are investigating. The 
information you provide, including your identity, will be disclosed to the person being 
investigated and other federal agencies, at this person's request. 

CERTIFICATION: THE PERSON WE ARE INVESTIGATING HAS GIVEN WRITIEN CONSENT 
FOR THIS INVESTIGATIVE INQUIRY. WE KEEP THAT CONSENT ON FILE. IF A COPY IS 
REQUIRED IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THIS FORM OR YOU WOULD LIKE TO KEEP YOUR 
IDENTITY CONFIDENTIAL, PLEASE INDICATE THIS REQUIREMENT IN WRITING ON THE 
REVERSE. . 

•• • 
FORM APPROVED: 

OMB: 3206-0165 

CASE NUMBER 

OSE66999 
,.,,iQ.l(•'·O·· 0 10, 0 O• 

i 1' 1'' 1 '1··.1 iJJ. 1 1. 

,2 . 2) (.) '2 ) ' 2 . 2 ' ' 2 ' 2 

,3·.3_ .. _3):3· 3, 3 3 3 

G • , G . G ' •• •• , ti 6 <! 

.... ?. ,7:1.,__z".;11 1·i7· ·r 7' 

·s· s: B•·U 01.u-.u· .u 

. 9 9' . 9 l 9 . 9 •· • '. 

CASE ITEM ITEM 
TYPE NUMBER TYPE 

0[3 0\0\2 E\0\ 1 
,.,.. \.Q,> \.) (.l iO.' •«· ···, U · 

\1'11)\_1) 1i;1)\1 \1··• 
'2 ~· '2 \. 2: \•.t•· . 2" 2 

,3 .. ·•· •).>. 3. 3. 3 3 •. :I. 

(~,:~.\(4)t4),4':(,4 4,._4· 

(~) (~) (§:') 1.·f~ t'§) (f! l '.~ ~ l u~' 

;9:. \,9~< (9_) \,9) \9) (9 l I 9) I 9) 

1.P'.,Pi\.P~:.p·".rp~(P'~P~ P. 

COMPLETION OF THIS INVESTIGATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WILL HELP THIS PERSON AND 
THE AGENCY PERFORM THEIR DUTIES IN A MORE TIMELY AND EFFICIENT MANNER. 

FUL,L NAME (LAST, F:l~ST; MIDD!-EI 
· ... 

'\ ~· ::. 

CALICOTT, JOHN WALTER 
OTHER NAMES USED ... ,.... , .. '· 

c: '. '..' soqlAL'.SECURITY NUMBER POSITION:F.OR WHlqH INVESTIGATED' .. 

CASUAL 

. '·'· 

12/1974 02/2005 PASTOR JOSEPH PERRY 

. ACTUAL JOB LOCATl!)N (IF:.DIFF~RENT T!1At..l"A89VE AOOR!'SS) . · , · 

PUBLIC BURDEN INFORMATION: We estimate the Public Burden for this collection of informaHon is approximateJy 5 minutes pei response. This includes time for reviewing the instructions, gathering the infOfmation requostcd~ ond compfeling 
and rotwning the form. You may send comments ·regarding our estimate or anx other aspect of this form, including suggestions for reducing completion time, lo the Office of Personnel Mnnagoment, Reports and Forms Officer, Pnperwork 
~~~u~~~ .. ~~~~~~~-0165), WaShington, DC 20415-7900. The OMB Numbor 3206-0165 Is currently valid. OPM mlly not collocl this informalion, and you aro not roquired to rospond, unlos3 this number is displayed. Do not ocnd your comptotod 

----- 1 ----------------------
-
----------------------------- 1 ----
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~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

• •• 
MARKING 

INSTRUCTIONS 

• 
CORRECT MARK: 

• 
• USE A NO. 2 PENCIL OR BLUE OR BLACK INK PEN ONLY. 

INCORRECT MARKS: 
• DO NOT USE PENS WITH INK THAT SOAKS THROUGH THE PAPER. 

• DO NOT MAKE ANY STRAY MARKS ON THIS SHEET. 
x ./ -

PLEASE COMPLETE THE ITEMS SHOWN BELOW 
-----·-

IS THE INFORMATION ON THE FRONT OF THIS FORM THE SAME AS SHOWN IN YOUR RECORDS? 

a • YES b NO (Please explain in item 6) c ' WE HAVE NO RECORD ON THIS PERSON 

MARK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PERTAINING TO THIS PERSON'S EMPLOYMENT: 

a SUBJECT CURRENTLY EMPLOYED HERE d LEFT EMPLOYMENT VOLUNTARILY/EMPLOYMENT NOT 
ENTIRELY FAVORABLE (Please explain in item 6) 

b • > LEFT EMPLOYMENT VOLUNTARILY/EMPLOYMENT e DISCHARGED FOR UNFAVORABLE EMPLOYMENT OR 
ENTIRELY FAVORABLE CONDUCT (Please explain in item 6) 

c ' DISCHARGED BECAUSE OF COMPANY CUTBACK IN t RESIGNED AFTER INFORMED OF POSSIBLE 
WORKFORCE OR CHANGE IN SKILL NEEDS DISCHARGE (Please explain in item 6) 

g LEFT EMPLOYMENT BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT DUE 
TO SPECIFIC PROBLEMS (Please explain in item 6) 

-
IS THIS PERSON ELIGIBLE FOR REHIRE? 

a YES b NO - DUE TO COMPANY POLICY ANO/OR c NO - FOR REASONS RELATING TO UNFAVORABLE 
NOT FJELATED TO UNFAVORABLE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT (Please explain in item 6) 

DO YOU HAVE ANY REASON TO QUESTION THIS PERSON'S HONESTY OR TRUSTWORTHINESS? 

a NO c I DO NOT KNOW THIS PERSON WELL ENOUGH TO RESPOND 

b. ' YES (Please explain in item 6) d I WISH TO DISCUSS THE ADVERSE INFORMATION I HAVE 

DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVERSE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PERSON'S EMPLOYMENT, RESIDENCE OR ACTIVITIES CONCERNING: 

YES NO YES NO YES NO 

a ' ' VIOLATIONS OF THE LAW c · ABUSE OF ALCOHOL ANO/OR DRUGS e· GENERAL BEHAVIOR OR CONDUCT 

b. ;, ; FINANCIAL INTEGRITY d ., r MENTAL OR EMOTIONAL STABILITY f ' ' ' OTHER MATTERS 

(If YES to any of these questions, please explain in item 6) 

I WISH TO DISCUSS THE ADVERSE INFORMATION I HAVE 
··-

' IF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS PROVIDED BELOW, YOU MUST FILL IN THIS MARK 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH YOU FEEL MAY HAVE A BEARING ON THIS PERSON'S SUITABILITY 
FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT OR A SECURITY CLEARANCE. THIS SPACE MAY BE USED FOR 
DEROGATORY AS WELL AS POSITIVE INFORMATION. 

~~deb~ef~~~~ 
_,/_ 

~~~"'{~°f'.! c_/t?~{ A , 

DO YOU RECOMMEND THIS PERSON FOR GOVERNMENT SECURITY CLEARANCE OR EMPLOYMENT? 

a •YES c I DON'T KNOW THIS PERSON WELL ENOUGH TO MAKE A RECOMMENDATION 

b · NO (Please explain in item 6) ------------·--------·---·---

-

PRINT NAME: 

--...~·---·--·-.-,. -----··----···-·--··-·---------~------·------------------·---=-···-------··-··----·--·---··------.--.. ··---
PLE~SE SIGN;T!ilS:F.ORM HEijE: DATE 

-· ------------- ------·-.- ---·------· -· . ----------- ·- ·-. ·-- ··-
YOUR. TITLE: DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER 

(INCLUDE AR.EA ( ) CODEI 

-----,-----------. ·f'aifoiiM useo'NLV:-------~-- -·-------·-·-·-------·-···-·-
--------·-------------

RESULTS ISSUES/CHARACTERIZATION 
AC ACCEPTABLE 

- .• I • 

·;,is; ISSUES 1 .:q: \IL 11:- :c' ,D ~);>(~.f: 9 .. o. , I). (U', C' ,q" \E': \~.I 

·ii,~ ACCEPTABLE/ATTACHED . Pl.- CONFIDENTIAL/ISSUES 2 ,_9,: f\) \l{ <· Q -~ 'i'I' 10 0 A ,8: i;; 'I)' c N• 

'~A CONFIDENTIAL/ACCEPTABLE HI. RECORD INCONCLUSIVE 3 •.O :p. f!• .c p '.E' '.~I 11 0 A' ·D_' ·c. ll · l: N 

.(NI~. NO-PERTINENT INFORMATiON FR FEE REQUIRED 4 :p .' 'f',) 'i;f: &.' 1.ll\ l~.?.(t-!:. . 12 :o; ,!\) ,;Q; ,C• ,1; .. (! ,N.' 

~:Fl NO.RECORD. ' RL RELEASE REQUIRED 5 "O" f!.':·f:;:c·:b :E.J ;N 13 ,0 ,II, .I~ ;c·, 0 ,1; ·N' 

·NJ..'.• NOT LOCATED SK SUBJECT UNKNOWN 6 <.O ,A" u· c: ._o: ~E! ;N · 14 10' A B C· I.I;,!:, N 

lJ.G UNABLE TO CONTACT NZ NOT AVAILABLE 7 '.·o .11 · 1.1:?.~ ·c. ·.p : F,' "l: 

•flf, REFERRED DN DISCREPANT 8 ;(j•iA· w:c .D ,(; '.N. 

, Fl~' RECORD 
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INV FORM 41 (Rev. 5/02) 

U.S. OFFICE OF PERSONNEL 
MANAGEMENT (5 CFR 736) 

• 
INVESTIGATIVE REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT 

DATA AND SUPERVISOR INFORMATION 
U.S. GOVERNMENT USE ONLY 

F UNITED STATES OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT 

R 
0 
M 

FEDERAL INVESTIGATIONS PROCESSING CENTER 

PO BOX 618 

BOYERS, PA 16018-0618 

DUE TO AUTOMATION PROCESSING, DUPLICATE INQUIRIES MAY BE RECEIVED. 

ATTN: PERSONNEL OFFICE 
T ARCHDl·OCESE OF CHICAGO 
0 PO BOX 1979 

CHICAGO IL 60690 

INSTRUCTIONS: YOUR NAME HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY THE PERSON IDENTIFIED BELOW 
TO ASSIST IN COMPLETING A BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION TO HELP US DETERMINE 
THIS PERSON'S SUITABILITY FOR EMPLOYMENT OR SECURITY CLEARANCE. TO HELP US 
MAKE THIS DETERMINATION, WE ASK THAT YOU COMPLETE ALL ITEMS ON THE BACK OF 
THIS FORM AND RETURN THE FORM IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE. WE SEND A 
SEPARATE INQUIRY TO THE PERSONNEL OFFICE AND EACH SUPERVISOR SHOWN ON 
THE PERSON'S APPLICATION; THEREFORE PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD THIS FOR 
COMPLETION BY SOMEONE ELSE. 

PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION: This investigative inquiry is in full compliance with the Privacy 
Act of 1974 and other laws protecting the civil rights of the person we are investigating. The 
information you provide, including your identity, will be disclosed to the person being 
investigated and other federal agencies, at this person's request. 

CERTIFICATION: THE PERSON WE ARE INVESTIGATING HAS GIVEN WRITIEN CONSENT 
FOR THIS INVESTIGATIVE INQUIRY. WE KEEP THAT CONSENT ON FILE. IF A COPY IS 
REQUIRED IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THIS FORM OR YOU WOULD LIKE TO KEEP YOUR 
IDENTITY CONFIDENTIAL, PLEASE INDICATE THIS REQUIREMENT IN WRITING ON THE 
REVERSE. 

•• • 
FORM APPROVED: 

OMS: 3206-0165 

---CASENUMBEA-
05E66999 
1,.4t,1iQJ~"o,,o .ul o u 
1
, 1 1 '1 ~ ( 1 \ 1 I , 1 I ~J 1 ' 1 ' 

'2·, ~-· ·.•> .. 2) . 2 '? '' 2 2. 

,J:.):<J:.~· 3 3 3 3 

·4 .. '.{".4" 4 .4. 4 ·:I •I 

\.s:· · ... •i <.•' 5·, s. ,s s 5 

(6 > • j:i l • 6 ', •. , •• 6 6. G 

(.7".7.l<.7! 7;,7-,7". 7 ,7 

... u .. IP ·.8: 0. 0. u I u ~ 

,9 :9·,9' 9 9 ..... 

~------ ... ----
CASE ITEM ITEM 
TYPE NUMBER TYPE 

0)3Oj0)1 E)Oj 1 
\.! \0) ' ... ; ••), 01 ··•' .) , O' 

\
0

('olh\''.1:o\•·~1 ,, •· 

•.2·. 2:,2 2 ,2 '*"2 2· 

.~:·.•:•.~'o3 .3. 3 3 3 

.6'16;\~!,G. 6-,6 .6'.ti· 

IJ) (1) (?.''..~!I 1: 7 7. 7. 

(.B) {j_l 1.~) ~~) ~) ·~81' 8, .Hl 

(.9.' W) (~h!;l:O \9) '.9 1•9 ! '.9'" 

P' \P) ff' .P. P p, y· :p;· 

COMPLETION OF THIS INVESTIGATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WILL HELP THIS PERSON AND 
THE AGENCY PERFORM THEIR DUTIES IN A MORE TIMELY AND EFFICIENT MANNER. 

• FUL.l NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDl)!-EI . ... -:·· -

CALICOTT, JOHN WALTER 
. OTHER NAMES USED . _/. :·· 

POSITION FOR WHICH INVE:STIGATED 

....... } "' 

"PoslT10~ .. . . -~. 

12/197 PASTOR 

~~--,.-,,.-~--,.----,.J,__~....,.....~~,-,,,.,_~~~~~~-~---

ACTUAL JO!'!. LOC.ATION (IF ~IFFERENT TtiAN ABOVE ADDRESS). , · '· ..•. ;,, • . ' '. 

PUBLIC BURDEN INFORMATION: We eslimate the Public Burden for this collection of information is approximatety 5 minutes per response. This indudes time for reviewing the instructions, gathering the informatioo reQuested. and completing 
end returning the form. You may send commentS regarding our estimate or any other aspect of this form, including suggestions for reducing completion time, to the Office of Personnel Management, Reports !100 Forms Officer, Paperwork 
~eduction Act. (:3206·0165), WaShington, DC 20415·7900. Tho OMS Number 3200-0165 is currently valid. OPM may not collect this information, and you are not required to respond, unless this number is displayed. Do nol send your comp&oted 

----- 1 ------------------------------------------------------ -i ----
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-. -----------------------------------------

• •• • ----··---~----------------,---··----·· ··----·----·· .. ----·- ··--------·----~MA_R_K.ING-----·-··-·-··--·-·-·---·· .. ·-·-··-···--···---·· --·--·--·-·----·-···---·----·-·-----------·-··--· .. ···------ ·-----· 
INSTRUCTIONS 

f--~---------------------~ 

CORRECT MARK: 

• 
•USE A NO. 2 PENCIL OR BLUE OR BLACK INK PEN ONLY. 
• DO NOT USE PENS WITH INK THAT SOAKS THROUGH THE PAPER. 
• DO NOT MAKE ANY STRAY MARKS ON THIS SHEET. 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE ITEMS SHOWN BELOW 

INCORRECT MARKS: 

x ·./· -
.--,-----·~---------------------------------·------------------------, 
~ IS THE INFORMATION ON THE FRONT OF THIS FORM THE SAME AS SHOWN IN YOUR RECORDS? 

a - YES b NO (Please explain in item 6) c · WE HAVE NO RECORD ON THIS PERSON 

l!.] MARK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PERTAINING TO THIS PERSON'S EMPLOYMENT: 

a · SUBJECT CURRENTLY EMPLOYED HERE d LEFT EMPLOYMENT VOLUNTARILY/EMPLOYMENT NOT 
ENTIRELY FAVORABLE (Please explain in ilem 6) 

b ' LEFT EMPLOYMENT VOLUNTARILY/EMPLOYMENT e DISCHARGED FOR UNFAVORABLE EMPLOYMENT OR 
CONDUCT (Please explain in item 6) ENTIRELY FAVORABLE 

c . DISCHARGED BECAUSE OF COMPANY CUTBACK JN RESIGNED AFTER INFORMED OF POSSIBLE 
DISCHARGE (Please explain in item 6) WORKFORCE OR CHANGE IN SKILL NEEDS 

g LEFT EMPLOYMENT BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT DUE 
TO SPECIFIC PROBLEMS (Please explain in item 6) 

l..!J IS THIS PERSON ELIGIBLE FOR REHIRE? 

a YES b NO - DUE TO COMPANY POLICY AND/OR c · NO - FOR REASONS RELATING TO UNFAVORABLE 
NOT RELATED TO UNFAVORABLE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT (Please explain in item 6) 

~ DO YOU HAVE ANY REASON TO QUESTION THIS PERSON'S HONESTY OR TRUSTWORTHINESS? 

a NO c I DO NOT KNOW THIS PERSON WELL ENOUGH TO RESPOND 

b ', YES (Please explain in item 6) d , I WISH TO DISCUSS THE ADVERSE INFORMATION I HAVE 

~ DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVERSE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PERSON'S EMPLOYMENT, RESIDENCE OR ACTIVITIES CONCERNING: 

YES NO YES NO YES NO 

a ' VIOLATIONS OF THE LAW c ABUSE OF ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS e GENERAL BEHAVIOR OR CONDUCT 

b FINANCIAL INTEGRITY d ' MENTAL OR EMOTIONAL STABILITY 

(If YES to any of these questions, please explain in item 6) 

I WISH TO DISCUSS THE ADVERSE INFORMATION I HAVE 

' IF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS PROVIDED BELOW, YOU MUST FILL IN THIS MARK 

., OTHER MATTERS 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH YOU FEEL MAY HAVE A BEARING ON THIS PERSON'S SUITABILITY 
FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT OR A SECURITY CLEARANCE. THIS SPACE MAY BE USED FOR 
DEROGATORY AS WELL AS POSITIVE INFORMATION. 

-.#~~~ --f ~ ~k~;:t';r14. --~·.ee ... 
~f~'i"-:'11 I ._ L._ .. L, 

- 12.J DO YOU RECOMMEND THIS PERSON FOR GOVERNMENT SECURITY CLEARANCE OR EMPLOYMENT? - a • , YES c . I DON'T KNOW THIS PERSON WELL ENOUGH TO MAKE A RECOMMENDATION 

- b NO (Please explain in item 6) 

- · PRINT NAME: -- PLEASE SIGN ;r:HIS FORM.~H-ERE:-· -----·---·-·------·------;--·--·-------·--·-·-------------DATE--

- -·--··------------------·-·-·----·---···:-·---·--·-··---·---.---·------------·---- -.. ···-·-··-··· -·-----··-·. ····-· --·· ··-·· ---·-
YOUR TITLE: ; f -

- . 'f\tf;SULTS. --------

·~c; ACCEPTABLE 
. I .. ; 

A.p,· .ACCEPTABLE/ATIACHED 

,p(I· CONFIDENTJAUACCEPTABLE 

~Nil NO P.~~T!NENTJNFORMATIQN 
N.f:I NO RECORD 

·~_I) NO!-LOCATED 

1,1¢ UNABLE TO CONTACT· 

flF,· REFERRED 

- · · f:\t'I RECOf'ID . · ·· 

'(IS~ 'ISSUES 

f-!1 CONFIDENTIAUISSUES 

fll RECORD INCONCLUSIVE 

•FR- FEE REQUIRED 

fi~; RELEASE REQUIRED 

~;k: SUBJECT UNKNOWN · 

NZ NOT AVAILABLE 

DN DISCREPANT 

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER 

ISSUES/CHARACTERIZATION 

2 :9 A B' C .n· Y .. N' 

3 ·o.,r.,:,ti•:t; :o ."1:· d~ 

4 1!),J)~.J(~l<Q. :.O!;.~.i1N) 

5 (0, :)i·'fJ .C,' .ri• i:;.·1.N: 

6 '.01.-~·,1t.l''i 1 C. ',Ci! ··i;',. ~~' 

7 .o" '' ·l> · c· p· '"' ·)'l. 

8 ·(); •I •B"C •D:.l;:·N· 

9''Cf'\J'.I~ \B·: ·,(;> '.tf•(F,, \N_ 

10 w· .l\·l!l . .-_c: u· .i:,•;N 

11'-o: .. ,c\·1JJ_'.c.:<1:i1:i: :N· 

12.1p)•l\i (~1\(;J:()~::.(:l~' · 

13·\Q)',)\°: ,~.· :c11.(): ,):;'NI 

14 ((f'; •)\1 \Jf1 · ~~: D) .,i;,, :N 
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z~o"~rt;''.~~~!~~~~S%t~~~~[!~).~·r,t! \JJ1i''": ;" >'1'., ·.· .... :. .. ···:; 
·.Office of;lfrnf ession~EF.itn'e~s·<ReSr:fo)y · . • . , 

• J, , • 

. ' ." ·. ·.·. ·:~. 
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The Individual Specific Protocol (ISP) reflects the primary goal of protecting minors and the integrity of 
the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon with regard to the 
possibility of subsequent allegations. 

Professional Fitness Review clients will be subject to appropriate restrictions and monitoring by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator (PFRA) throughout the life of the individual as a priest/deacon 
in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

The ISP for-------- includes but is not limited to the following (PFRA to initial all that 
apply): 

I. __ Restricted from being alone with minors (anyone under the age of 18) without the presence of 
another responsible adult. 

2. 

3. 

4. The completion of "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed and signed by the on-site monitor. 
On-site monitor will then review, sign, and submit "Clergy Daily Log" forms at the end of each 
month to PFRA. 

5. __ No inappropriate use of computers, software, internet capabilities, communications tools or 
technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees will apply. 

6. __ Must complete and submit the "Travel/Vacation Agreement" to PFRA prior to scheduled 
departure. 

7. __ Attendance to recommended support group (please indicate specific support group 
------------/· Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month (please 
circle one). Attendance to recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" 
forms. 

"' ; 
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8. __ The right of defense should not involve the public life of the Church. 

9. __ On-site visits by PFRA annually to include meeting with PFRA and 

10. __ On-site visits by Vicar for Priests (VP) annually to include a meeting with VP and 

11. __ This ISP is to be reviewed annually with PFRA, VP, and 

12. Any change or alteration in this agreement will involve consultation with the cleric, his monitor, 
the PFRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PFRA, or the VP can initiate the discussion for 
change or alteration, and at the discretion of any of the parties, his legal and/or canonical counsel 
may be involved. 

I have reviewed, understand, and agree to all requirements of this Protocol. 

Signature of PFRA: --------------

Signature of VP: _______________ _ 

Rev. 6/6/03 

A copy of this Protocol wiJI be kept on fiJe in Professional Fitness Review and Vicar for Priests Offices. 
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II II II 

7. Canons 220 and 2i3 

Compelling a Cleric lo Seek a Psychological 
Evaluation Under Canonical Obedience 

-II - II :II - -II -II -II JI .--. 
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A diocesan bishop received an acc:.isation of se.xual misconduct against one 
of his priests. He confronted the priest, who flatly denied the truth of the 
accusation. The bishop then ordered the priest to report the following Monday 
to a specific psychiatric institution known for its diagnosis c . .._d treatment of 
clergy sex offenders and to re lea.re to him the institution's final repon. When the 
priest refused to repon to the institution in question, the bishop threarer.ed to 
suspend him/or viol::tion of his obligation of obedience to his bishop. Can a 
diocesan bishop invoke the obligation of obedience to compel a priest to undergo 
a psychological evaluation and can he threaten penal sanctions against a priest 
who refuses 10 comply with such an order? 

OPINION ~ ,;--- --c_,.,;t 
l' y . .J '.'~· -·----

I. Mandatory Psychologica1~~~alwtion_... ·, 1-

The psychological resting entailed in the sort of psychological evaluation rhe 
bishop is requiring is highly "inrrusive." As such it consrirures an invasion of 
a person's privacy. Canon 220 stipulares that "it is lawful for no one ... to 
violate the· right of another person to protect his or her own privacy.·' In facr. 
this "right of privacy" was incorporated into rhe revised code in large part 
because of concerns abour abuses of psychological testing, especially in seminary 
and religious formation. Like most righrs, however, the "righr of privacy" is 
nor absolure and may be overridden in certain circumstances by rhe demands of 
the common good. 

The lesillfacy of a diocesan bishop's requiremenr that a cleric undergo a 
psychofog1 evaluation depends or(!Dthe u~cy of the bishop's "need to 
~ about the psychic slate of an individu~the str~ngth of the evidence 
suggesting the need for a psychological evaluarion; and~he limiration of rhe 
scope ofthe evaluarion to whar the bishop legirimarely "needs ro know." These 
criteria are .mosr likely robe met: 1) when :he required preliminary investigarion ? 
of a canonical delicr provides strong evidence rhat a cleric has, in fact, 
committed rhe delict but rhar a psychological disorder may have diminished or 
even exringuished his impurability for the delicr (cc. 1322-1324); and 2) when 
the cleric's external behavior raises serious conc:'1'TI thar his ministry has become 
ineffective or dctrjmental because of a psychic infirmity (c. 1741, 2 °). 

An accusarion of sexual misconducr does nor. per se, warranr rhe sort of + 
i_!!Y._asrve evaluation proposed by the bishop. To jusrify such an inrervenrion. rhe 
reported incident would have to involve a canonical delict or suggesr rhe 
presence c" : ;:.:~.--~:-.;c infirm'.t:: i::-'.?~ding the priest frc::-. :-:ghrly fulfilling his 
;~1inimy (c. 1044, §2. 2 "). 1:· ;.;1c: accusa~ion ar least seems to be true, rhe 
bishop is required to invesrigate to ascertain whether the delict has been 
committed or whether the impediment exists. In either case, a psychological 
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evaluation of the accused may be a necessary part of the investigation. 
However, the code has opted to "criminalize" relatively few sexual offenses by 
clerics. While all sexual activity by clerics bound to continence is immoral. not 
all violations of the obligation of continence are canonical crimes. When there 
is no delict involved, sexual misconduct by clerics should be dealt with through 
less invasive. pastoral remedies (c. 277, §3). Nor is sexual misconduct by a 
cleric necessarily a sign of psychological problems. Unless we are willing to 
take the position that an sexual activity is the product of a disordered psyche (a 
position which we will explain cr.ly '-V:th the great-::s; difficu!'.:: to married 
people). we cannot assume that all sexual misconduct of clerics is a syinpcom 
of psychic irregularity. 

Sins against the sixth commandment with minors below the age of 16 ( 18 in 
the United States since April 25, 1994)~e canonical delicts. Moreover, such 
sins (especially when they involve true pedoph1lia. i.e., sexual attraction to 
prepubescent children) are often associated with a variety of psychological 
disorders that may render a cleric impeded from the proper exercise of the 
sacred ministry. Jn these cases. if there is sufficient evidence to show that the 
cleric probably committed the offenses of which he is accused, the bishop may 
need a psychological evaluation of the cleric to assess the extent of the cleric's 
imputability or of the existence of an impediment. 

2. The Limits of the Obligation of Obedience 

The bishop's insistence on a psychological evaluation also raises serious 
questions about the legitimate P_!Pmeters of the obedience a bishop can demand 
from his clerics. In general<(he obedience owed by a secular cleric to his 
bishop extends~ to what pertains to the obligations of the clerical state 
(including the obligation of perfect and perpetual continence) and the fulfillment 

of his ministrV The sort of psychological evaluation involved in cases like this 
almost always includes a thorough and complete ''sexual history.'· which almost 
inevitably entails a manifestation of conscience. The law forbids religious 
superiors. whose authority to demand obedience from their subjects extends 
much farther than the authority of the diocesan bishop over his priests, to 
require or even induce a manifestation of conscience (c. 630. §5). A fortiori. 
it is unlawful for a bishop to require a r.:~!'lifestation of conscience directly to 
himself or indirectly to a mental hea':h proiession:?I designate.d~ '\ 

In those cases where the i;is11op may legi;::.:aiely _!SQJ!irc ~leric to unde~~: 
a psychological evaluation. the scope of the bishop's authority is limited. On 
the one hand. while the bishop can order a cleric to report for an evaluation. he 
cannot compel that the priest cooperate in the evaluation if cooperation would 
require a manifestation of conscience. On the other hand, he could not require 

·---------- -·· - - ·-- -- ----
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that the priestJ_e!e.a.se ihe result of the evah:a!ion to him. The most the bishop 
could require the priest to authorize for release would be ;i;: answer to the 
question: "On the basis of your professional evaluation. was Father X in the 
past fully responsible for his actions or is Father X at present unfit for reasons 
of a psychic nature to serve in priestly ministry?" 

Even if a psychological evaluation is warranted. the bishop's insistence that 
the evaluation be conducted at a specific facility is problematic. In our culture 
at least. the right of a person to choose freely his own physician or therapist is 
intimately connected to the right to privacy. (Witness the demise of heal:~ care 
reform once the Cli:iton p:a.-: was wideJ:: characterized as in fr' r:ging on a 
patient's right to choose his doctor!) A bishop can legit_imately exercise a veto 
over a priest's choice of a doctor or facility~he bishop judged that doctor or 
facility insufficiently specialized to assess the disorder in question. He cannot. 
however. arbitrarily limit the priest's choice to one or three among many 
otherwise qualified facilities. 

3. The Use and Abuse of Penal Sanctions 

~ce the bishop's authority to compel a cleric to undergo a psychological 
/evaluation is rather limited, his authority to use penal sanctions to enforce 

compliance with his orders is also limited. The bishop can threaten penal 
sanctions if a cleric persists in refusing to seek an evaluation in cases where it 
is legitimate to require one. However, the bishop exceeds the scope of his 
legitimate authority if he threatens penal sanctions for a cleric's refusal to 
cooperate in an evaluation if it requires a manifestation of conscience or for his 
refusal to release the results of the evaluation. 

These !limits on the bishop's authority to compel clerics to reveal personal 
information and psychological records do not leave him powerless to deal with 
clerics accused of sexual misconduct, who refuse to cooperate in a psychological 
evaluation. To be appointed lo an ecclesiastical office. one must be "suitable 
namely endowed with those qualities which are required for the office in 
question by universal or particular law" (c. 149. § 1 ). Loss of these required 
qualities makes an office holder liable to removal according to the norm of law. 

Founded accusations of sexual misconduct, especially if they involve minors 
or if they are multiple. can raise serious doubts about a cleric's possession of 
the requisite qualities for continuance in office. A psychological evaluation may 
,be the only means by which the bishop can resolve these doubts. If so, the 

.L......t;;;;:·.0p coulc !:{t!~ately rerr.0ve the cleric from mL-:is:ry_:-u;:;j! he is willing to 
aioperate in an evaluation and authorize the release to the bishop of the 
information he needs to know to make a responsible decision about the cleric's 
continuation in ministry. This release of information must, of course, be limited 
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by murual agreement to what is essential for the bishop to fulfill his responsibil
ity. The bi~~:>~ ~::;. :·, ::- :-:_;ht to rummage at will through the cleric's psychc: _,~i-

cal record? 

John P. Beal, J.C.D. 



MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

For: Information 

/comment 

__ Approval 

__ Signature 

Please draft a reply 
for my signature. 

__ Please reply in your 
own name. 

Please return 

Per conversation 
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TEACHERS CAN HELP 

When a trusted adult returns to active ministry after an extended absence for 
psychological/behavioral reasons, children and parents (as well as teachers and 
other adults) can have a variety of feelings and reactions. These range from little 
or no apparent reaction, to strong positive feelings, to anxieties, anger, questions 
and concerns. Teachers are thus faced with the difficult but extremely important 
task of responding to and helping many different parents and children, each of 
whom may have differing levels of need. 

What can teachers do to help? 

Teachers can have a particularly important role in helping children and parents 
process their feelings about the situation and make the transition period as smooth 
as possible. Teachers' skills in listening, assessing varying needs and conveying 
information in a clear, understandable manner are exactly what is most needed in 
this situation. Some goals or guidelines to keep in mind include: 

. =-- ·.·· -

ASSESS INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP NEEDS AND TAILOR RESPONSES 
ACCORDINGLY. As part of this assessment process, it is often helpful for 
teachers to bring the subject up first if the children don't, in order to convey to kids 
that it's OK to discuss it, answer any questions they may have, and allow the 
teacher to get a sense of their reactions and feelings. The teacher's response can 
then be tailored to the needs of the particular child or class, ranging from a brief 
mention to a serious detailed discussion. 

ATTEND TO YOUR OWN FEELINGS AND REACTIONS, in order to be sure 
your personal feelings about the situation don't interfere with your ability to hear, 
understand, accept and respond to children or parents whose feelings and reactions 
are different from your own. 

FOSTER AN ACCEPTING CLASSROOM ATMOSPHERE and environment in 
which any and all feelings about the situation are accepted as ok, normal, 
legitimate, etc. Clearly convey to children and parents that there is no right or 
wrong way to feel, and that they are expected to accept and understand differing 
feelings in each other. 

!-f.AND our FcfL Srft1-r
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USE ACTIVE LISTENING SKILLS to convey to children and parents that they 
have been heard and clearly understood. This involves summarizing what you 
heard and labeling children's feelings for them. It is also helpful to children and 
adults to hear that their feelings are understandable, legitimate, make sense. 

ANSWER QUESTIONS HONESTLY, tailoring answers and explanations to the 
age of the children. Don't dodge or evade questions, but also avoid providing a lot 
more information than is being sought. 

CONTINUE THE PROCESS AS NEEDED IN FUTURE. Remember that 
children and parents will have many different "paces" of responding to the 
individual's return: some may want to discuss it immediately, while others may 
have little to say now but want to talk in a few days or weeks. Others may need to 
ask the same questions or make the same comments over and over. Asking the 
same questions and getting the same answers is reassuring to many children, 
especially younger children. 

KEEP ROUTINES CONSISTENT. When something new and different occurs, 
children need to know that other things have not changed. For this reason they 
may test limits more tharrusllal. It is generally helpful to maintain all exisiting 
classroom rules, routines and schedules, and try to incorporate questions and 
discussion time into regular forums to the extent possible. 

Prepared by: Carla Leone, Ph.D. and Carroll Cradock, Ph.D. 
(c) 1995 
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STATEMENT/REFLECTIONS UPON MY APPOINTMENT 
AS ADMINISTRATOR OF HOLY ANGELS 

slf-·-}·· 
I' • 

Greetings in the Lord! It is a true pleasure and joy for me to come 
here, and to be with such a dynamic, faith-filled, historical church 
community! 

I want to introduce myself to all of you at Holy Angels, and 
to speak to a few issues as I begin my time here as Administrator. The 
situation with Fr John Calicott's future continueis to be in our prayers, 
thoughts, and ultimately in the Lord's hands. I wholeheartedly join with 
all of you here at Holy Angels in praying for a quick and positive 
resolution of Fr. Calicott's entire situation. 

I am here as Administrator of Holy Angels to be a spiritual leader -
to see that the good work you have done continues on, and that God's Good 
News continues to be spread effectively in the weeks and months ahead. I am 
not here to take anybody's place or "replace" anybody. If it is the will of 
God that John Calicott eventually be returned to pastoral leadership here -
I will praise God for it, and gladly pass my responsibilities and 
administrative leadership over to him. If not, I will minister and preach 
the Good News here gladly until the time a fulltime pastor is named. In 
the meantime, let's continue to pray for John, for the swift resolution of 
his situation, and (more importantly) let's work here and now to build an 
even stronger community of faith, hope and love. 

Whatever the future brings, the fact for now is this - God's good work 
at Holy Angels must continue! The Good News must be spread, and the work of 
building the Kingdom must proceed! The Spirit of the Lord IS upon us now, 
even as we await whatever the future may bring. There indeed is a "sweet, 
sweet Spirit in this place" guiding us like a beacon of light through the 
uncharted waters ahead! Let us move forward confidently with our hand in 
the hand of the man we call our brother Jesus! 
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ENCLOSURES: 

1. 

2. 

JOHN CALICOTT 

NUMBER OF 
PAGES 

4 

3. REPORT TO ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO REVIEW BOARD 5 

4. PERSONAL SUBMISSION 16 
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Off: (312) 642-1637 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Anchoring reality: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

What are the facts: 
assumption that sexual abuse of minors did take place in 
the mid 70 1s. 

- The FRABD met and judged that there was reasonable 
assumption to believe that abuse took place and that 
children were still at risk. 

- Fr. was withdrawn by the Cardinal to both protect children 
and to provide space and time for him to get help 

- The FRBD does not have access to 

there should be some 
connection to the Archdiocese. Fr. c. needs to give 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

permission for this. 

There will be no re-entry into ministry of any sort without 
the recommendation of the FRBD. 

The FRBD will not make their recommendation precipitously. 
They will not be coerced into making it by an individual or a 
parish or a community. 
They take their role seriously about elminatign even the 
possibility of risk to minors. If the Cardinal were to 
blatantly ignore their advice, and if the case were public 
enough, he would have a disaster on his hands. 

The Cardinal will not back off. 

Is there a possibility of John returning to ministry? 
Limited ministry? Yes, with certain restrictions and 
monitoring and aftercare in place. 

Is there a possibility of John returning to the parish as 
pastor? The Board could recommend this, but they would have 
to be assured that children would not be at risk. They might 
derive this assurance from several sour 

e persona progress demonstrated 
- proper monitoring in place. 

man himself 

AOC 009685 



on .. · 
the first Stage Review. The Uoard may 
delay scheduling the Second Stage Review 
for a <•oo<l reason, such a.s to awai c the 
compietion of action by public bodies: 

co • (a) Questions for Review. At the Second 
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Stage Review·the Board shall determine: 

(1) w~ether prior determinations as co 
ministry by che priest should be altered; 
and (2) what further action, if any, should 
be taken with respect co che .allegation; 

(b) Initiation. The Second Stage Review 
may be initiated by a priest who was · 
withdrawn from ministry or returned to 
·ministry on a restricted basis if he seeks to 
change his ministry status, or by the Board 
in any matter it deems appropriate; 

c) Information to be Considered. The 
Board shall consider the Administrator's 
·reports, information provided by che 
Archbishop's delegate or other persons 
identified by the Archbishop, and any ocher 

. information which the Board believes 
helpf~l and is able to obtain; . 

. (d) Determinations and Recommenda
tior1s. The Board shall determine whether 
it is reasonable to return the .prie$C to 

. ministry or keep the priest in ministry in 
view of all che facts and circumstances, 
giving appropriate consideration to che 
safety of children and the rights of the 
priest. The B?ard shall make appropriate 

·. recommendatrons to. the Arc.hbrshop about 
the following: 
. I. if the priest has already been wich-

. drawn from ministry pending inquiry, 
whether such withcirawal should con~ 
cinue; if ic should not continue, whether· 

. any restrictions should be imposed on a 
p'riesc returning co min.iscry; · 

. 2 .. if the priest has not been withdrawn 
·from minrscry, whether.he should remain 
and, if so; whether any restrictions 'should 
be imposed on him; · · 

3 .. whether the' file should .be dosed at 
chis stage of the proceedings; 

4.. ~hether the file should be held open 
for some rea5on; 

5. if the priest's conduct does not 
constitute sexual abuse of a minor but is 
otherwise i.nappropriate, .whether fur·t~er 
action apr.<:ars desirable and suggestions 
as to possible action; and . . 
6: such ocher maccers as che Board deems 
appropriate. 

4 .12 SUPPLEMENf ARY REYIEWS. The 
·Board may conduct such Supplementary 
Reviews as may be .necessary. to discharge its 
duties: · _. · 

(a) Questibns for Review. The Board rriay 
consider new information about a determi
nation or recommendation made in 
connection with a prior review, e·xercise. its 
responsibility as described in Articles Four 
and Five, or oversee the work of the 
Administrator, the victim assistance . 
program, the supervision and therapy 
program for affected priests or any ocher 
matter within its responsibility; 
(b) lniciacion. A Supplemen"tary Review 
may be initiated by the Board, the Admin
istrator, the Archbishop, or the 
Archbishop's delegate. In addition, an 
affected priest, a person who made an 
allegation, a victim or the family of a victim 

' .. I n I. • • r I 
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(d) Determinations and Recommenda
tions. The Board may make che same 
kinds of determinations and recommenda-· 
cions as in a Second Stage Re~iew and make 
such ocher determinations and recommen-· 
dacions as ic deems appropriate'. 

Adopted September 21, 1992; effective 
immediately . . 

ARTICLE FIVE; RETURN 
TO MINISTRY . 

5.1 RETuRN TO MINISTRY. Any priest · 
· who was withdrawn from ministry in ·. 
.accordance with Article Four may not return 
to ministry except in accordance with the 
provisions of Articles Four and Five. · 

5.2 PRIESTS WITHDRAWN FROM 
MINISTRY PENDING INQUIRY. No priest 
withdrawn from a ministerial assignment 
pending inquiry and not returned to 

ministry after a First Stage Review, ordinarily 
may be returned co a ministerial assignment 
unless he undergoes a psychiatric evaluation 
by a source designated by the Archdiocese 

· a·nd makes che results of chat examination .· 
available co the Board, the Adminisfracor; the 
Archbishop and persons designated by the 
Archbishop. 

5.3 OTHER PRIESTS WITHDRAWN. 
FROM MINISTRY. A priest who was with
drawn from ministry and whom the Board · 
did noc· recommend should return co 
ministry after a Second Stage or Suppleme.n-· 
.caij Review oi: who did not request such a 
review maynot ·return to ministry except in 
accordance with .the following: 

(a) _su~h a priest shall never return co. parish 
. . mini~try or.a ministry that incl~des acce.ss 

"· co minors; . . . . . " . . .. : : . . · 
(b) such a priest may return to restricted 

. ministry. that doe5 not include access co 
minors in the following circumstances if he 
expresses ·a desire to attempt to do so, ~d if 
the Archdioeese permits hrm to attempt co 
do so; and· . .· · . · . . . 

. l. he ~as undergone a treatment 
program designated by che Archdiocese, 
of no less than two years duration, and. 
the prognosis of those responsible for his 
treatment Is positive; . . . 
2. he ha5 successfully undertaken a 

supervised aftercare program designated 
by the·Archdio.cese and the prognosis of 

"those responsible for his treatment 
continues to be positive; · 

3. he has nor engaged iri any further 
sexual misconduct and is otherwise fit for 

· ministry; 

4. the Review Board in a S.upplementary 
·Review has reviewed written and oral . . 
reports of his treatment, aftercare, 
conduce and the restricted ministry · 
proposed for him and on the basis of chis 
review has recommended his return to 
restricted ministry; 

(c) a priest who is returned to restriCted 
ministry muse sign a.written agreement 
with the Archdiocese. The agreement must 
include such provisions as ro his restric
tions, residence, therapy. supervision and 
other matters. as may be recommended by 
his therapists or the Board, or required· by 
che Archbishop. The priest's compliance 
with che terms of the ~reement and overall 

supervised seuing designated by the 
Archdiocese or resign from active ministry 
as a priest and petition .for l.aicizacion. The 
Archdiocese ordinarily will offer such 
resigned priests an opportunity for continu
ing therapy as part of an appropriate 

. severance.program. If the priest does. not 
express a desire to return to.restricted · 
ministry or to live in 'such a supervised 
seccing, the Archdiocese may pursue 
appropriate courses of action permicced 
under the .Code of Canon' law .. 

·Adopted September 21; 1992; effective 
immediately. · . 

ARIICLE SIX; PRIEST 
PERSONNEL RECORDS. 

. 6.1 PRIEST PERSONNEL 
RECORDKEEPING. The Archdiocese shall 
establish and maintain a unified priest · 
personnel recordkeeping syscem to enable the 
Archbishop and other responsible persons to 
consider the full record of a priest in the 
making of ministerial assignments. The 
record of each priest shall commence upon 
entering seminary training and continue co 
be maintained throughout the career of the · 
priest. The Chancellor.shall develop 
guiddines for the administration of the 
unified priest.personnel recordkeeping 
system.consistent with law and sound 
personnel records management.'. For the 
purposes· eii'unciaced in these policies and 
procedures, the record shall i.nclude records 
of formational assessment, psychological 
evaluation, the record and disposition of any · 
p(oc<:cdings of the Review l>oard and ~Y .. 
ocher irif?rmation su~gesti.ng a:propensity for 
·sexual misconduct with mmors . 

6.2 .· TRANSFER OF INFORMATION'. As 
soon. as ,prac~iCable following .the effective 
dace .of the5e.provisions; th~ rector of 
Munddein Seminary and the. Vicar for · 
Priests shall.make.available co the Chancellor 
for incoq)~ration· into che priest personnel. 
recordkeeP.ing system such records in their 

. respective possession as .may be allowed by 
law .. They may remove or redact from the 
records they make available any record, note, 

. memorarida or ·ocher documencwhich . 
reflects information obtained, received or 
given under prom.ise, perception or expecta
tion of confidentiality .. 

6.3. . CONFlDENflAUlY OF RECORDS. 
All records main~ained pursuant to this 
Article shall be confidential. SecureJrovi
sion for the. records shall be provid~ by che 
Chancellor and an appropriate file system 
established. Information contained in a 
priest's personnel record may be disclosed by 
the Chancellor to the Archbishop and in the 
following instances: 

(a) u~n request of the Priests' Personnel 
Board for consideration by the Board in 
making assignments; 
(b) upon request of the Administrator as 
contemplated in Articles Four and Five of 
·these policies and procedures; 

( c) upon request of a priest subject ~o 
conditions and:limitac1ons set forth in 
applicable policies and guidelines; and 
(d) all such disclosures shall be 'made in a 
manner.consistent with applicable law and 
sound personnel records manageme.nc. 

Adofte~ September 21, 1992; effective 
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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
CLIENT INFORMATION SHEET 

(Revised 11/2710 I) 

Client.lnfo/LNP 

FILE#: PFR-13 

Opened Date: 3/31194 

Closed Date: 

1. Name: John W. Calicott 

Birth Date: -
2. Current Residence: _..1..Hu..o!J.llyi:-a.A.1.1ing~e ..... ls;i__ __ 

Telephone: 

Cell Phone: 

3. Ministry: Pastor 
-----------------------------~ 

4. Allegation(s): 
Date: 

3/31/94 

415194 

Date of the Offense(s): 
1974 - 1975 

UK 

5. General Nature of Allegation(s): 
Mutual oral sex with a minor. 

6. Protocol: 

Review Dates: 
11/20/01 

REVIEW STATUS: (DATE) 

1st Stage: 
2nd Stage: 

Supplementary: 

Date Ordained: 5/8174 

Current S/S #: 

Address: 607 E Oakwood 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Office: Pager: 

Date: 

-------- --------------

Status (Cbeckone) 

Active: ./ 
Deceased: 
Resigned: 
Withdrawn: 
Other: 

Sex/Age 
M/11-12 

M/14 

Original Date: 

Review Dates: 

Date: 

Credibility: 
Yes No 
7 
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7. 

8. 

9. Education: 
B.S., M. Div., STL 

10, Ministerial Assignments: 
St. Ailbe 1974 - 1980 

Holy Name of Mary 1980- 1991 

Holy Angels 1991 - Present 

11. Family Composition: 

Parents: 

Siblings: 

12. Monitors: Address: Phone: 

Rev. Robert Miller 607 E. Oakwopd, Chicago, IL 60653 

13. Emergency Contacts: 

Relationship: Home#: 
Brother 

2nd Relationship: Work#: 
Sister 

14. Other Concerns: 
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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
CLIENT INFORMATION SHEET 

FILE: 
Opened · 3-31-95 
Closed 

1. NAME: John W. Calicott 
S.SJI--

BIRTHDAY-

2. RESIDENCE: 

Koenig Hall P .0. Box 455 Mundelein. IL. 

3. MINISTRY: STATUS: 
Pastor · Holy Angels Withdrawn 

4. ALLEGATION(S): 
Date 

3-31-94 
4.5.94 

Date of Offense(s) 

St. Ailbe's · 1975 
St. Ailbe's · 1975 

Unknown 

Sex I Age 

M · 12 yrs. 
M · 14 yrs. 
Teenage M 

REVIEW STATUS: 
1st Stage · 4-6-94 
2nd Stage · 1-21-95.3-18-95.8-12-95 
Supp. Rev. 

ORDAINED: 197 4 

DATES: 
4-17-94 to 11-29-94 

11-94 to 

DATES: 
4-6-94 

Credibility 
Yes No 

.x. 
.x. 

5. GENERAL NATURE OF ALLEGATION(S): Oral sex ·mutual administration and kissing to at least two teenage boys i1n orivate 
rectory quarters over at least 2 years: over 20 occasions to one boy. least a "few" occasions to a 2nd teenage boy; 
alleged unsuccessful attempt suggested against 3rd teenage boy around same time. 

6. OTHER PROBLEMS/CONCERNS DURING MINISTRY: No sexual misconduct with minor allegations before these. per Vicar Rev. 
Pat O'Malley. 

7. 

8. 

7-10-95 
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EDUCATION: 

MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS: 
St. Ailbe Parish. Chicago · Associate 5/8/74 · 6/80 
Holy Name of Mary Parish. Chicago · Associate 6/9/80 · 10/27/91 
(Dean of Deanery #10. Vicariate VI · 4/1/84 
Holy Angels Parish. Chicago · Pastor 10/27/91 

FAMILY COMPOSITION: 
Parents: Father deceased· Mother lives in 
Siblings: 1 brother. 1 sister 

MONITORS: 
::-, .. l,..f.!> t\1D {\,+h~ 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS: 
1st Brother 
2nd Sister 

7-10-95 

Relationship Brother 
Relationship =Si=st=er"--_ 

PHONE: 

Work # 
Work# 
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Statement by Barbara Blaine 
President of SNAP 

SNAP 
Survivors Network 

Of Those Abused By Priests 

We have heard from Fr. Calicott and his parishioners. We have heard from concerned parents and 
from survivors like us. Now we need to hear from the Cardinal. He can no longer hide beyond 
Holy Angels Parishioners, Fr. Calicott's victims or the Review Board. Reinstating Fr. Calicott 
was the Cardinal's decision. He needs to take responsibility for it and explain it He is the one 
that matters. 

At this point, what this Archdiocese deserves is some straight answers from the Cardinal himself. 
It doesn't matter what Fr. Calicott's victims allegedly want or say. It doesn't matter what a 
church-paid therapist says or what parishioners say. It doesn't even matter what Fr. Calicott or 
the Review Board says. What matters is what the Cardinal has to say about this. We've heard 
from everyone else except the Cardinal. 

The real reason we need to hear from the Cardinal is that people are confused. Survivors are 
confused. Parishioners are confused. Even some of the priests from this archdiocese have 
expressed their confusion. 

Basically the reason the Cardinal needs to speak out is that people deserve some straight answers. 
The Archdiocese said Father Calicott admitted sexual misconduct. Father Calicott says he is not 
an abuser nor a pedophile nor a threat. So people do not know what to believe. Again we've 
heard from everyone else in the controversy and we need the Cardinal's voice on this issue. 

Until the Cardinal tells us otherwise we have to assume that his policy is not worth the paper it is 
written on. But this is only the most public and glaring exception. This is public proof of what 
we have privately been saying for a long time: That in this Archdiocese every situation is handled 
differently and survivors just can't count on the Archdiocese to do what it promises. 

These are the questions we need Cardinal Bernardin to answer: 

Doe~ this mean that more perpetrators are going to be reinstated into parishes? 

Did Fr. Calicott abuse or didn't he? 

Do parishioners get to vote on whether or not an accused priest is returned to the parish? 

How can we be certain that the Archdiocese's policy still in effect? 

We need some answers. 
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Your Eminence, 

~t. ~ilhe ~edorl! 
90115 HARPER AVllNUE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60619 

I have spent a great deal of my ministry working with youth. One of 
my primary emphasis has been that of education and, to that end, I have 
encouraged many young people to ~nter the Catholic school system due to 
the basic inferiority and lack of moral training provided by the public 
schools in my area. Many of the parents could not afford the tuition of 
Catholic schools but if the family could show genuine need, I would help 
subsidize the child's education by way of the teen dances that our parish 
would hold. I wou.ld always put half the income from the dances into our 
educational fund. However, we had to end those dances after a young man 
broke into the hall during one of the dances and pulled a gun on some of 
the young people at the dance. Both Fr. Cahill and I felt that it was just 
un~afe to continue them. 

At this point I realized that I realized that I could no longer 
continue to encourage young people to enter the Catholic school system 
if their parents could not afford it. However, I did feel an obligation 
to try to help those I had already gotten into Catholic schools (including 
some fifteen minor seminarians at Quigley South) to graduate. For awhile 
I was able to do this with what little surplus I had in the educational 
fund. When this was exhausted, I begged for time from the various 
schools until I could figure out what to do. The principals were under
standing but also adamant in the fact that they had budgets to meet. 
So I turned to my own personal savings and, when they were exhausted, to 
loans from various sources. 

Also, during this time, there was a parish family on the verge of 
being evicted from their home. 'Having forestalled the sheriff's police and 
checked with our school principal as to wheather or not the family was 
worth the risk, I borrowed the $6,000 the family needed to remain in their 
home. The family has one of our most promising seminarians as a member. 
However, to date, they have not been able to repay this 1000, though they 
keep me constantly appraised of their efforts to do so. · 

And, although I have at long last convinced our men•s club of the 
need of an educational fund and we once again feel that we will be able 
to host dances in the near future, these various loans have put me in 
quite a financial bind. I took the matter up with my banker, himself a 
Catholic. I went to him to ask him for a general loan to enable me to 
cover these various debts by bringing them altogether into one loan that 
would give me one monthly payment to make. However, he noted that there 
was no way that a bank could loan me that amount of money over an extended 
enough period of time to fit within my budget. Too, he noted that the 
interest rate on such- a loan from a bank would be prohibitive. He suggested 

AOC 009693 



9019 HARPER AVENUE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60619 

that I attempt to contact some "religious order" to see if they could 
float me a loan over an extended period of time at some minimal interest. 

Thus it was that I contacted Bishop Lyke about the possibility of 
borrowing $16,000 from his order. This I did because he is a Franciscan 
and, too, because he has been a dear friend since my seminary C.P.E. days 
in Memphis, Tennessee. Bishop Lyke, under the advisement of his own 
Ordinary, Bishop Hickey, suggested that I contact Your Eminence and attempt 
to acquire the loan from my own diocese, as this is the more proper way 
to handle such matters. , 

Your Eminence, I make $350.00 a month inasmuch as I have asked 
Fr. Cahill to only give me half of the $100.00 that the parish is suppose 
to subsidize our.salary because I feel that our parish just cannot, at 
this time afford to give the entire amount. Too, I receive close to $150.00 
a month in Mass stipends. My car note is $216.00 per month and this would 
enable me to pay back the loan at about $100.00 a month and to do so 
quite.easily as I am a man of modest personal needs---! am, by nature, not 
much of a party person. Too, there would be months, due to my various 
speaking engagements, when I could and would pay more. 

I do not, Your Eminence, regret what I did financially to aid these 
young people and this family. I am seriously convinced that there was a 
real and genuine need there. However, the realization of the fact that 
the diocese has its own financial problems has given me some small hesi
tation in approaching you on this matter. But I must do something. I am 
at my wit's end. I have not taken a_ vacation since 1977 and rarely take a 
day off because I just simply cannot afford it. I sleep only 3 or 4 hours 
a night because of my constant worry about these matters and, to be honest, 
Your Eminence, my nerves just seem to stay on edge. 

I realize that this is an unusual request, Your Eminence, but if 
you could allow the diocese to make this loan to myself, there just are 
not words to express my thanks. 

I am, 
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Diocesan Priests' File Checklist 

/ 
/ 

Acknowledgement of Misconduct Policies, dated 

Cufficulum Vitae, dated 'f/1£() 
Last Will & Testament, dated--------

Personal Inventory, dated ______ _ 

V M/g•z:;:;ep~~)i:::;ce) 
Please list any other important documents that are in this file: 

' " 
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Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card 

John Walter Calicott Born: •••• Ordained: 05/08/1974 Died: 

Assignment Position 

St. Ailbe Parish (Harper Ave.) Associate Pastor 

Holy Name of Mary Parish (112th St.) Associate Pastor 

Deanery IV-C Dean 

Holy Angels Parish (Oakwood Blvd.) Pastor 

On Leave 

Extraordinary 
Appointments: 

Presbyteral Senate, Member, 1987-1989 
Pastors Review Board, Member, 1993-1998 

Ethnicity: 

Begin Date End Date 

05/08/1974 06/09/1980 

06/09/1980 10/27/1991 

04/01/1984 03/30/1987 

10/27/1991 12/10/2004 

04/08/1994 10/10/1995 

No Image 
Attached 
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Cardinal's Response to Protocol Conditions (4/28 Memo): 

A) feedback from Holy Angels parishioners and parish council on 
the statement. 

B) 

C) never alone with minors 

D) on-site supervision/monitoring of conduct 

E) 

F) only work 5 days - 1111111111, 1 rest 

G) supervision should be acceptable to the Parish 

H) written agreement that John Calicott must sign 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARD~~ 

To' t.C?~ Dat"-...-:,1/1-1 ..... t ___ _ 

For: ......-- Information 

Comment ---
Approval 

___ Signature 

,,,.,,.,, Please 
--

for my 

Please ---

Remarks: 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARD~ 

Date: 'lj# 
For: v"' Information 

Co111Dent ---
--- Approval 

--- Signature 

--- Please draft a reply 
for my signature. 

___ Please reply in your 
own name. 

Please return ---
Per conversation ---

Remarks: fJ~~ 

~~<L&<e---< 
..,.-71 - • I 
~1· 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop June 1st, 1973 

Dear Deacon Calicott: 

After consultation with the faculty at the Seminary, His Eminence, 
Cardinal Cody, is pleased to appoint you as a Deacon at St. Leo Parish, Chicago" 
under the direction of the Reverend Howard A. Tuite, Pastor. 

Faculties of the Archdiocese of Chicago, in accordance with Canon 
Law and the regulations of the Archdiocese, insofar as they are applicable to 
the office of deacon, are hereby granted you, effective JW1e 25, 1973, with 
expiration on December 31, l 9i 3. 

Since this period of service at St. Leo's Parish, Chicago 
is considered a part of your training for the priesthood, I am sure that you 
will derive great benefit from this experience and you will profit by the guidance 
of the Pastor and the priest supervisor who is being assigned t~ help you. 

Begging God to bless you in this clerical ministry and with every 
personal good wish, I am, _,. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

8 ... 1a~U"' 
Vicar General and Chancell r 

cc: Reverend Howard A. Tuite 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Chancellor April 11, 1974 
312/787-2315 

Reverend Francis A. Ciezadlo, Pastor 
St. Ailbe Rectory 
9015 South Harper Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60619 

Dear Father Ciezadlo: 

As you will note from the attached letter to Rev. Mr. John W. Calir:ott, 
who is to be ordained to the priesthood on May 8, 1974, by Cardinal Cody, it has 
been recommended by the Seminary staff and the Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 
to assign him to you and your parish as Vicarius Cooperator (Canon 476). 

He will be consulting with you, under the direction of the Personnel Board, 
before formal announcement of this appointment (after ordination) is made by the 
Cardinal. 

Wishing you every blessing of a Joyous Easter, I am, dear Father Ciezadlo, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. Msgr. Richard A. Roserneyer 
CHANCELLOR 

cc: Reverend Mr. John W. Calicott 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of the <§hancellor 
312/787-2315 

April 11, 1974 

Dear Dea·:.:on Calicott: 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, JLLINOIS 60690 

Upon recommendation of iJ1e Seminary staff, and under 
direction from His Eminence, Cardinal Cody, I am pleased to ··call" 
you to the Order of Priesthood, to be ordained on May 8, 1974, for 
service m the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

After consultation with the Staff of the Seminary and the 
Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board, it has been recommended that you 
be assigned as Vicarius Cooperator at the parish of St. Ailbe, Chicago, 
whose pastor is the Reverend Francis A. Ciezadlo. 

In accordance with the procedure set up by the Personnel 
Board, arrangements are being made for you to consult with the Pastor 
and his staff before your formal appointment is announced (after ordination) 
by the Cardinal (Ca.non 476). 

I am happy to have the opportunity to express my congratula
tions to you and ~o welcome you to the priesthood we will share in service 
to the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Wishing you an abundance of blessings at Easter time, and 
with all good wishes, I am, dear Deacon Calicott, 

Sincerely yours ,in Christ, 

Rev. Msgr. Richard A. Rosemeyer 
CHANCELLOR 

cc: Reverend Francis A. Ciezadlo, Pastor 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO. r 
POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop May 8, 1974 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Saint Mary of the Lake Seminary 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Dear Father Calicott: 

In accordance with Canon 4 76, 3, and following the ·recommenda
tion of the Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board, it giv.es me great pleasure to 
appoint you as Associate Pastor to the Reverend Francis A. Ciezadlo, Pastor 
of SaiP..t Ailbe Parish at 9015 South Harper in Chicago,· Illinois,· 
and to grant you the necessary faculties for the faithful discharge of that 
duty. 

This appointment is effective immediately and faculties of the 
Archdiocese are granted to you as of this date, May 8, 1974. Arrangements 
are to be made with the Pastor about the time that you are to take up your 
duties after your vacation. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success in your first 
pastoral assignment, I am, dear Father Calicott, 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Chancellor 

cc: Reverend Francis A. Ciezadlo, Pastor 
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Rev. John W. Calicott 
St. Atlbe Rectory 
9015 S. Harper 
Chicago, l~linois 60619 

Dear Father Calicott: 

September 18, 1974 

With the approval of your Reverend Pastor, Father Ciezadlo, I 
am pleased to appoint you to assist in the Vocatioual Work at Quigley South 
under the direction of the Rector, Father John Fahey. 

I feel quite certain that this program will not interfere with 
your primary duty as a Vicarius Cooperator at St. Ailbe' s Church. 

Wishing you every blessing and success in this work for the 
Archdiocese, and with renewed thanks, I am, dear Father Calicott, 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Rev. Francis A. Ciezadlo, Pastor 

JPC:ms 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Off ice of the Vicar General 

:·,l,e·l~f~nd JobJ~ '/-,/. CJalJ.cutt 
'.;1;. L\Ube C!hui;>1.:h 
sms 5. :Xa.t·pm~ 
Cihi.cag·n, :UUn:}:t~ f)[j6);8 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Chanceilor 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
St. Ailbe Rectory 
9015 S. Harper 
Chicago, Illinois 60619 

Dear Father Calicott: 

May 21, 1980 

In accordance with Canon 476, and following the recom
mendation of rhe Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board, His Eminenc;:e, 
John Cardinal Cody, is pleased to appoinr you as Associare Pastor to the 
Reverend Anrhony J. Vader, Pastor, Holy Name of Mary parish, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

This appointment is effective June 9, 1980, but I would 
ask you to make arrangern~nrs with the Pasror abour rhe exact date when 
you will assume your new duties. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success in your 
new pastoral assignmenr, I am, 

Sincerely yours in Chrisr, 

}'<K, 
Very Reverend John R. 

Chancellor 

cc: Rev. Anthony J. Vader, Pastor, Holy Name of Mary parish, Chicago. 
Rev. Donald C. Cahill, Pastor, St. Ailbe parish, Chicago. 
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Priest's File: CALICOTT, John W. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE llOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Offiu of lht Archbishop June 10, 1987 

Dear John: 

In light of our recent discussion, I am pleased to appoint 
you as a member of the Presbyteral Senate. Your term of office 
for this is two years. I appreciate your willingness to serve 
in this capcity. 

Thank you, John, for all that you are doing for the Church 
of Chicago. I am sure that your wisdom and insight will be 
appreciated as a member of this consultative body. Be assured 
of my continued prayers and support for all that you are doing. 

With c.ordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Name of Mary Church 
11159 Sout~ Loomis 
Chicago, Illinois 60643 

cc: Reverend William 0. Goedert 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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PRIEST I s P.ILE: CALI COT!-'' REV. JOHN w. 

-- -

September 2~, 1'9~~,. : 6 

_,./ 
Dear Jeb-11: 

-- _,,,,- ·1 am .Ple.aeed to appoint you to part-time a111,tifi!s as a member of the 
Clergy Persannel Beard while retaining your pre.sent duties as A:11sociate Pastor 
of Rely Name of Mary Parish. This c:ppo:intment is effective immediately and 
will expire July 31, 1991. I ask you to speak with Father Cimarrusti 
regarding the arrangements for you to begin your new duties. 

As you mny know, I work w~ry closely with the Personnel Board. 
Together we serve the priests and people of the Archdiocese. I see their work 
as very important and am appreciative of yeur ~illingness to ser.ve on this 
body. I understand there are some coneerns yau have about tim~ involvement. 
I de ask you to make every effort to participate na fully as possible in the 
work of the Board at1.d hope that: you find your new responsibility fulfilling. 

With cordial good wishea, I remain 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Name of Mary Chruch 
11159 Seuth I.oemis 
Chicago, Illinois 60643 

cc: Reverend An.thony J. Vader 
Reverend Francis J. Cimarrusti 
Clergy Personnel Bo.::lrd 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

------...-----,====---~· ~-'---------------"'-'"~-----· -·-- ---

----~ 

·-' 
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PARENTS CAN HELP * 
When a priest is accused of child sexual abuse, children usually feel betrayed, angry and 
anxious. The disclosure of this kind of allegation is shocking and unfamiliar to parents and 
children alike. In most cases, they have not faced a situation like this before. Not surprisingly, 
many parents feel anxious and helpless about talking to their children about what has 
happened. Thoughts and questions like this aoss parents' minds: 

• I don't know what to say. I'm too upset to talk 
about it. 

• Should I just wait for my c:hildren to bring it up? 

• Wouldn't it be better if they ju.st forgot about it? 
Thinking about things lilce this just makes them 
Jl'lOle upset. 

• What if they ask me questions I can't answer? 

• I brought it up once and they refused to talk 
about it. Why bring it up again? 

Yet, at a time like this parents can help their children in ways no one else can. 

•••••••••• 

WHAT BELPS CHILDREN NOW? 

' BRINGING IT UP FIRST: Parents make it easier for children to talk about a painful event if 
they bring up the topic first. This shows them that adults can face what has happened and they 
can handle their upset feelings. It is a good idea to talk about this in a place and at a time when 
the child is likely to feel secure and comfortable-a familiar place without interruptions. 

STARTING WITH THE KNOWN: It is usually easier for everybody if puents start with what 
they know their child has seen, heard or already mentioned. Something simple like this can 
help: •1 know you saw the stmy about our parish on 1V tonight._: or •you mentioned that 
the kids at school are upset about what they've heard about • 

NORMALIZING FEELINGS: ClUldren typically ieel bewildered by the feelings that arise at a 
time like this. A statement from parents that their feelings ue normal c:an help them express 
their thoughts and feeling&-someth like: 9Thi.s is the kind of news that can upset anybody 
and it usually helps to talk about it.• Parents c:an then as1c their children if they have things to 
say or questions about what has happened. 

USTENING WITH ACCEFI'ANCE: Listening is a way of letting children know that their 
feelings, whatever they are, deserve attention. respect and understanding. 

* THESE IDEAS WILL 'PJ..SJ BE HELPFUL 'ID TE'AOiERS AND arHER ADULTS WHO \'ORK WITH CHILDREN 
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GOING AT A CIDLD'S PACE: Encouragement to go at their own pace in talking about feelings 
steadies children. Some want to talk about the allegations as soon as they hear about them; 
other children need to wait a while. They often ask one or two serious questions and then 
change the subject to something lighter, only to come back to the troublesome feelings days or 
weeks later. Thinking and talking about this in small steps may be as much as they can handle. 

MAKING SENSE: It helps to hear statements from parents telling them that the thoughts, 
questions and feelings they have now make sense and are normal at a time like this, no matter 
how angry, confused and contradictory their reactions are. These words of acceptance help 
children feel calmer, more normal and able to live with inner turmoil. 

REPEATING: Asking the same questions and hearing the same answers helps many children, 
especially younger children. This soothes children in the same way as hearing a scary story 
many times-each time it becomes a little less frightening. 

BEING HONEST: Honesty from parents helps repair the crack in children's trust in the adult 
world. So it is important for parents not to lie or evade real questions children are asking. 
Answering their questions clearly and matter-of-factly calms them. Usually, parents do not 
know the answers to some of the questions children ask. At these times, it is better to say so 
directly, rather than guess or avoid the question. Seeing that parents can live with confusing 
and disturbing questions soothes children's' anxieties and gives them hope. 

KEEPING PROMISES: It is always important to keep promises made to children, but it is 
especially important now, as this rebuilds their trust in adults. 

ACCEPTING EMOTIONAL BEHAVIOR: In the days and weeks to follow, children will often be 
more angry, anxious, and upset. They will not usually realize why they are more troubled 
and I or troublesome. Parents' calmness and understanding of these feelings will help them as 
they struggle to accept what has happened. 

KEEPING OTHER THINGS STEADY: Keeping family routines as consistent as possible 
provides a sense of security and order at a time when children don't know what to expect . 

•••••••••• 

Parents can help their children absorb the shock, face their feelings and slowly restore their 
faith in the adult world and themselves. This process usually takes weeks or months, 
depending on how severely the children's' trust has been damaged. During this phase, 
children's preoccupation with the thoughts and feelings triggered by the abuse waxes and 
wanes. For parents, this means that just when they least expect it, the old questions and 
worries pop up from their children again. With time and parental understanding, most 
children re-establish a "wiser" but genuine sense of trust and security. H their distress and 
troublesome behaviors worsen or keep them from doing things other children their age do, 
parents can help by arranging for them to see a mental health professional. Oilldren who are 
victims of sexual abuse should be evaluated by a psychiatrist, psychologist or clinical social 
worker who specializes in assessing and treating the effects of this kind of abuse. 

PREPARED BY: Carroll Cradock,. Ph.D. and Jill Gardner, Ph.D. 
© 1991 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 
September 9, 1991 

Dear Father Calicott: 

In light of the needs o.f the Archdiocese, it is my pleasure to hereby 
appoint you to be Pastor of Holy Angels Parish. This appointment is made in 
consultation with the Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board and is effective 
October 27, 1991. Your term of office will be for six years. 

Bishop Gregory will act as my delegate in receiving your Profession of 
Faith. I ask that you contact him as soon as possible concerning your formal 
installation. 

John, the varied experiences you have had in the past will be helpful as you 
begin your new duties at Holy Angels Parish. I have no doubt the people will 
warmly welcome you in your new responsibility. I deeply appreciate all you have 
done at Holy Name of Mary Parish thus far. I am sure the people will miss your 
presence, but they have helped to form you and, hopefully, will see their efforts 
take fruit as you assume the pastorate at Holy Angels. 

I take this occasion, John, to assure you of my prayers, continued 
encouragement and fraternal affection as you take on your new pastoral charge. 

With gratitude for your cooperation and with cordial good wishes, I remain 

~~. 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Name of Mary Parish 
11159 S. Loomis Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60643 

cc: Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory, Episcopal Vicar 
Reverend Arthur Anderson, O.F.M., Dean 
Reverend Anthony J. Vader 
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
Office of Appraisal and· Evaluation 
Off ice of Research and Planning 
Center for Development in Ministry 

Christ, 

~. A. A' 

ishop of Chicf'ag~ 
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Chapter Eight: Recommendations 
Regarding Return to Ministry 
The Commission found this to be an exceedingly effecL, no parish ministry. Victims we spoke to, and 
difficult mandate on which to develop a recommen- literature about victims, had especially strong feel-
dation. rt was discussed often. The issue was raised ings about this, feelings we respected. One of adult 
in most of the interviews we conducted. When we survivors of child sexual abuse by a priest from 
read the extensive literature about the nature of another diocese shared with us her strong feelings 
paraphilic disorders and the effectiveness of avail- and those of her family when the priest not only 
able treatments, as well as the policies of other dio- continued his public ministry, but celebrated the 
ceses and the requirements of the Church's canon Eucharist in her home parish. 

law, it was with this mandate in mind. Most of the Several archdiocesan officials who have worked on 
letters we received from concerned laity and clergy 
also addressed the issue. this problem for the past several years volunteered 

to us that, while Lheir approach was optimistic and 
We recommend that any priest who engages compassionaLe, iL was easy to lose some objectivity. 
in sexual misconduct with a minor not be .;. Their experience has led Lhem to question the valid-
returned to parish n1inistry or any kind of ity and/or effectiveness of that approach. 
ministry which would give him access to 
minors. We have identified no conditions in · The Church faces competing interests in attempting 
which an exception can be made to this. to resolve the issue of a possible return to ministry: 

If the PermanenL Review I3oard believes that suffi.:. 
cient mitigating circumstances exist to create an 
exception, they would have to weigh those against 
the rationale for our recommendation. 

Some people have pleaded with us not to "write ofr• 
these priests. Do everything to rehabilitate them, 
they urged us. These priests have given their lives to 
the Church, and many of them have minisLered 
effectively. They have many friends in the parishes 
they have served. Approximately 25% of the leners 
we received from concerned laity and clergy who 
addressed the issue of return to ministry took Lhis 
position. However, all but a few of these correspon
dents also recommended Lhat, if the priest were 
returned to parish ministry, he be supervised and 
restricted from access to minors. In addition, most of 
the policies and procedures of other dioceses we 
reviewed appear to allow for a possible return to 
ministry. However, most of them are rather vague 
and do not distinguish among the various kinds of 
ministry to which a priest might return. A notable 
exception is that of Lhe Archdiocese of St. 
Paul/Minneapolis which helped shape our own 
position to a great extent. (Cf. Appendix I for a copy 
of that archdiocesan policy.) 

OLhers cauLioned us that priests who have engaged 
in sexual misconduct should never be allowed to 
return to parish ministry. Of the letcers we received 
which addressed this issue, 57% took this position, 
while an additional 19% added, no ministry of any 
kind. Thus, a total of 76% of Lhese letters said, in 

'13 

(a) Lhe safety of o.i;.r children, (b) the need for peo-
ple to have confidence in the Church and its minis
ters, (c) Lhc belief that behavior can be modified 
ancVor comrollcd, (d) Lhe importance of forgiveness 
and healing. The "bottom line," however, is this: 
\Xlhat risk would this priest pose? How much risk is 
reasonable? IL is also important to keep in mind that 
the risks are not diminished with age for pedophiles 
and ephcbophiles. 

The Commission cannot offer the Archdiocese of 
Chicago a simple solution for handling all cases. 
t:ach will have lo be decided on its own merits and 
in Lhe light of its particular circumstances. However, 
we are able at Lhis point to raise some important 
questions and recommend certain principles that 
should be pan of the equation in any decision-mak
ing in regard lo these cases. 

To consider even the possibility of return to a limit
ed non-parochial ministry by a priest who has 
engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor would 
require Lhat he first undergo a minimum of two 
years' of imensive individual and group therapy. 
This means thaL he would need the minimum of a 
Lwo-ycar break from priestly ministry for treatment. 
People in sex off ender treatment undergo consider
able stress and dislress. It is not the same as being 
in an alcoholic rehabilitation program. During this 
period his cooperation and progress should be 
closely moniwred by the Archdiocese, working 
closely wiLh Lhc psychiatric treatment facility. 

:\!everthelcss, two years of treatment will not of itself 
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cure the priest or resolve the underlying problem. 
There is no completely successful treatment for 
pedophilia or ephebophilia at present. This i~ not to 
say that there is no hope. Every study we reviewed 
concluded that those who underwent treatment 
were less likely to commit sexual abuse again, but 
this does not mean that they never reoffend. The 
rate of recidivism (reoffending) runs from 5% to an 
often much higher rate. Dr. Fred Berlin told the 
Commission that the Sexual Disorders Clinic where 
he works has treated over 600 patients for up to ftve 
years and has conducted follow-up studies wit~ . 
them. He reported a 5% rc;:cidivism rate, but this 1s 
based on those who have reoffended and been 
caught. Most studies we read indicated a higher 
recidivism rate for those who have undergone treat
ment. The problem can often be controlled, but this 
is an individual matter and varies from person to 
person. 

In part, it depends on the severity and duration of 
the problem. It also depends on the individual's 
ability to overcome cognitive distortion and patterns 
of denial, feel remorse for his abusive behavior, 
acquire adequate social skills, and develop empathy 
for his victims. It obviously depends upon his will
ingness to cooperate wholeheartedly in the treat
ment program. 

At the end of this initial period of treatment, the 
therapeutic judgment of the treatment team is an 
important, but only partial, basis for decid_i~g 
whether or not someone may return to ministry. 
Moreover, because humans make therapeutic judg
ments and administrative decisions, they are not 
always perfect or correct. The Isaac Ray Center staff, 
among others, pointed out that other considerations 
- legal, pastoral, moral/ethical, and financial -
must also be part of th is kind of administrative deci
sion. The therapists have experience in assessing the 
pros and cons of each case and pointing out the 
risks involved. But their information is only part of 
the balancing to be done by the Cardinal in making 
decisions. 

Frank Valcour, in Slayer of the Soul, lists five factors 
that enhance the reliability of such a formal opinion 
from a treatment facility: 

(1) Acknowledgment and acceptance of the nature 
and extent of one's condition manifested by a 
capacity to describe it to a superior in simple 

terms. 

(2) A commitment [in writing] ... to do whatever is 
necessary to prevent the recurrence of problem
atic behavior ... 

(3) An awareness of one's own risk factors so thor
ough that the person ... can list and describe 
these factors to another person ... 

(4) A willingness ... to disclose fully to a small group 
of individuals the nature and extent of his or her 
problem so that he or she might ask for support 
and behavioral monitoring. 

·" (5) A participation in a formal aftercare program of 
the treatment facility. (pp. 63-64) 

In other words, prognosis is better if the person 
admits he has a serious problem, if it can be estab
lished that the abu.sive behavior occurred only once, 
and if the behavior was situational and not a pattern. 

So, criteria for a possible return would also include 
the degree of severity of the abuse, its nature (e.g., 
exhibitionism, fondling, penetration), the number of 
incidents, the number of victims, the frequency of 
the misconduct, its circumstances, the degree of the 
priest's sexual interest, past patterns of behavior, 
and the degree of scandal associated with the mis
conduct. If someone has abused only one victim but 
over a long period of time, the prognosis is poorer. 
Naturally, there may be mitigating circumstances in 
individual cases. 

Accordingly, we recommend that, after a 
priest has cooperatively completed initial 
treatment (over a period of two years), and 
if the recommendation of the treatment 
team is positive, the priest will enter a four
year supervised aftercare program, all the 
elements of which will be under written 
contract between the priest and the 
Archdiocese. 

We recommend that the Cardinal include 
these four components in the aftercare pro
gram: (1) appoint a supervisor or monitor 
who will work with the priest in regular 
accountability meetings; (2) establish a 
supervised living arrangement based on rec
ommendations from the treatment source; 
(3) design a vocational rehabilitation pro
gram of up to four-years in non-parish min-

i 
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istry (in which he will not have access to 
minors) while participating in on-going 
treatment; ( 4) require that the priest partici
pate in a one-week annual evaluation and 
therapeutic workshop over this four-year 
period, in addition to weekly group and at 
least monthly individual therapy. Failure to 
cooperate with this contract will result in 
the priest's removal from active ministry, 
subject to applicable canon law. 

We further recommend that, four to five 
years following diagnosis, evaluation, and 
successful aftercafe, the individual priest ~ 

will be eligible for consideration of a perma
nent contractual assignment, excluding min
istry to minors and others at risk, unless 
professional evaluation indicates otherwise. 

Why do we say that a priest who has engaged in 
sexual misconduct with minors should not be 
allowed to return to parish ministry or any ministry 
which would include access to minors? 

Parishioners assume, and right! y so, that a priest 
assigned to their parish is trustworthy. Moreover, 
priestly ministry in a parish setting is highly 
demanding in today's Church. Priests often receive 
little gratification for all they do. There is consider
able stress. Because most parish priests live where 
they work, they are available seven days a week, at 
all hours of the day and evening. In most rectories, 
people come and go constantly. Nevertheless, 
priests often face loneliness. It is easy for many to 
be overwhelmed and revert to earlier problems; e.g., 
substance abuse or paraphilic behavior. 

There are three possible scenarios in these cases. 

(1) If, after cooperating with treatment and receiving 
a positive prognosis, a priest is assigned to a parish 
that does not know about his prior sexual miscon
duct, how will he be able to minister effectively, liv
ing under the constant threat of exposure? To what 
extent would he be able to concentrate on his min
istry because so much energy would be used simply 
to keep his sexual attraction and desires under con
trol? It would be very naive to assume that this is 
simply a question of the priest's good will or high 
motivation. 

45 

This approach has been tried in the past. In effect, 
this has meant that archdiocesan officials have pre
cluded the right of parents to protect their children 
by sending these priests back into parishes without 
notifying the parishioners. Parents and parish coun
cils responded recently that archdiocesan officials 
had no right Lo take these actions without informing 
them. 

(2) If a priest is commonly known to have engaged 
in sexual misconduct with a minor or minors, or if 
the parish is informed of this before his assignment, 
how could trust be restored between himself and a 
parish community to the extent that he could ever 
effectively minister there? How many parishes would 
welcome such a priest into their midst? Would he be 
subject to public ridicule? And how much should the 
parish be Lold, in what detail? To what purpose? 
Knowing that he would always be under public 
scrutiny, how could the priest minister confidently 
and competcnlly? 

(3) If a priest who has a,, past history of sexual mis
conduct with minors is assigned to a parish and only 
parish leaders (pastor, principal, Director of 
Ikligious Education, parish council, and/or school 
board) arc informed of this, would this not be the 
perfect solution to the dilemma the Church faces in 
reassigning him to parish ministry? Two factors lead 
us to believe that it is better in theory than it would 
ever be in practice. The more people who are told, 
the more chance there is that the information will 
not be kept confidential. That is not an indictment 
of anyone, simply a fact of human nature. Moreover, 
would this not place an enormous burden on the 
shoulders of a few, especially if the priest were to 
victimize another child or teenager in the parish? If 
this became known, the rest of the parish might well 
hold those who knew about his history accountable. 

There is another important consideration. Experts in 
psychiatry, psychology, and law whom we inter
viewed raised the analogy of the "impaired profes
sional" - the "impaired physician;" the "i.ropaired 
dentist," the "impaired lawyer." They pointed out that 
a doctor who had engaged in sexual misconduct 
with minors could no longer practice as a pediatri
cian. He might have to change his specialty to anoth
er area, pathology or radiology for example. Or if he 
continued to see patient'>, a system could be set up 
which precluded his ever being alone with a patient. 
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Patients could be surveyed from time to time on a 
variety of concerns, including whether or not they 
had ever been allowed to be alone with him. 

At first, this seems attractive as an analogy. 
However, a second look revealed that not much 
research has been done about the effectiveness of 
this approach. Moreover, when we approached the 
American Bar Association, the American Dental 
Association, and the American Medical Association 
- all headquartered in Chicago - we were told 
that none of them had any policies or procedures 
for dealing with impaire<;I professionals specifically·'" 
relating to child sexual abuse. They are only begin
ning to deal with the issue of the impaired prof es
sional in regard to such sexual misconduct. 

We also reflected on what parochial ministry was 
truly like. People who come to see a priest do not 
expect someone else to be in the room with him at 
all times. It is not possible to monitor a priest 24 
hours a day, denying him access to minors. 
Moreover, reassigning him to parish ministry would 
mean exposing him to temptation. He would be 
faced with a constant testing of himself. After all, as 
was remarked to the Commission, one would not 
ask an alcoholic to become a bartender. 

Our recommendation also means that the priest may 
not work in a parish on weekends. He may nm 
work in a high school or seminary. He may work in 
a hospital only if this gives him no access to chil
dren (e.g., a V.A. hospital) or if he is closely super
vised. Other ministries may be open to him. He may 
do administrative or charitable work, say Mass in 
convents or minister in nursing homes (but not any 
which include handicapped children), homes for the 
aged, retreat houses (only if he would work solely 
with adults), retirement homes, and the archdioce
san pastoral center. Admittedly, in time, this could 
give these ministries an unsavory reputation, and 
people might draw false conclusions about others 
who minister in these settings. However, as we have 
noted, the Church has invested considerable time 
and resources in all its priests, and has an interest in 
their rehabilitation. We see no better alternatives. 
They cannot return to ministry with access to chil
dren, and not all of them deserve to be forbidden 
ministry of any kind. 

We further concluded that any priest who has 
engaged in sexual behavior with a minor reside in a 
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supervised setting, not a rectory. Moreover, we rec
ommend that he be mandated to stay away from 
children and adolescents. 

While this may seem harsh to some, the analogy of 
the impaired professional may help explain why we 
recommend going to this extent to minimize risk to 
children. An impaired physician has to compromise 
in order Lo protect public safety. If priests who have 
sexually abused minors want to continue to minister 
in the name of the Church, the community of faith 
cannot allow them to put other children or adoles
cents al risk. Al the same time, a supervised resi
dence will help the priests cope with their problem 
and provide Lhe kind of supportive atmosphere 
which will enable them to continue to minister and 
serve the Church. 

Other long-term "fnanagement components include 
belonging to a support group and, if indicated, 
ongoing treatment. It is important to feel the support 
and challenge of a group of peers, similar to an 
alcoholic who attends A1$. meetings. Ongoing treat
ment \vill depend upon the recommendation of the 
therapeutic team who treat the priest in the initial 
two-year period. 

We recommend for each priest who has suc
cessfully completed the four-year aftercare 
program: restricted ministry, a mandate 
restricting access to children, supervised 
residence, participation in a support group, 
assignment of a monitor or supervisor for 
life, and, if indicated, ongoing therapy. 

The monitor or supervisor will work in the external 
forum and needs direct access to the Cardinal or his 
delegate. I-le may not be the priest's confessor or 
spiritual director. The supervisor watches for pat
terns of behavior which pose risks: e.g., loneliness, 
self-pity, substance abuse, workaholism, or "groom
ing" a youth. Supervision or monitoring is key, but it 
can break down al the most obvious level. That is 
why the archdiocesan case manager will train and 
monitor the supervisors. 

In short, if the priest admits his problem, apologizes, 
cooperates with therapy, is capable of age-appropri
ate relationships, and receives a hopeful prognosis 
from the therapeutic team, the Archdiocese may 
consider some kind of return to ministry as long as 
it does not provide access to minors. 
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Many suggest that optional celibacy today would 
reduce the incidence of sexual misconduct with 
minors by priests. Pedophilia and ephebophilia are 
not the results of a priest's struggling with celibacy. 
They are problems in themselves. 

In addition, not all current treatment avenues are 
open for a celibate, for example, redirecting one's 
sexual energies toward acceptable sexual behavior 
with an adult. Moreover, studies have shown that 
sexual offenders who are married or separated but 
not divorced are less 1 ikel y to recidivate than those 
who are single or divorced. 

There are also some cases of sexual misconduct ' 
with minors which, we do not think, allow a return 
to any kind of ministry. If a priest is convicted of 
sexual abuse, has abused multiple victims, has com
mitted multiple offenses, has abused a single victim 
over a long period of time, has become a public 
scandal, or is a poor risk for change, he should not 
be allowed to return to any kind of ministry. 

He could never Function effectively again as a priest 
in a public setting. The same is true of a priest who 
is allowed to return to ministry and engages again in 
sexual misconduct with a minor. It also holds for 
priests who are unwilling to undergo treatment or 
whose treatment is unsuccessful, or for those who 
are unwilling to meet the necessary conditions set 
down by archdiocesan leaders or who fail to meet 
these conditions. Moreover, anyone who needs med
ication long-term to control his sexual urges is an 
appropriate candidate for resignation or laicization. 

Priests who fall into this category should be encour
aged to resign from the priesthood. rf they refuse, 
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the Archdiocese may initiate a canonical procedure 
to laicize them or send them to a residential facility 
in which they will be allowed no public ministry. 

For those who leave, the Archdiocese, working with 
the therapeutic facility, should develop an exit pro
gram which includes vocational counselling and 
enough financial assistance to enable them to cover 
minimal I iving expenses and continue therapy. 
There should be a severance agreement, a therapeu
tic program, and escrows to cover the therapy. The 
priest should bc expected to find gainful employ
ment. If he follows through on therapy, the 
Archdiocese will gradually diminish its financial sup
port. 

At this point. as a Commission. we do not feel that 
"low risk" is acceptable. Five to ten years from now, 
after a long-term study of archdjocesan priest 
offenders (wirh !he assistance of a therapeutic facili
ty), this entire issue may be revisited. Moreover, no 
one can predict today what new forms of treatment 
or therapy the future mf y hold. 

We recommend that the Archdiocese make 
this policy clear in the early days of the the
ologate so that all future priests will know 
that sexual misconduct is totally unaccept
able, and these are the consequences for 
anyone who engages in it, especially with 
minors. 

It should be clear to everyone that the Church will 
not condone this behavior. Nor will it simply hide or 
protect anyone who engages in it. The People of 
God have a right to be able to trust those who min
ister to them. 
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OVERVIEW 

Today the Archdiocese of Chicago takes the next step in its mission to ensure that 
no minors will suffer sexual misconduct by priests. We are instituting new policies entitled, 
"Clerical Sexual Misconduct with Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to 
Victims and Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry." The new policies place 
primary concern on the safety of all children and the well being of the community. This is 
a comprehensive, pastoral response of education, prevention and prompt action to address 
a problem of great concern to all of us. 

Here's an overview: 

• The new policies are built around an independent lay/clergy Review 
Board and Administrator charged with a stringent process to determine 
fitness for ministry. 

• The policies will be triggered immediately upon receipt of an 
allegation of sexual misconduct by a priest with a minor. 

• An 800-telephone number will be opened to receive information of an 
allegation. 

• A Victim Assistance Minister backed up by a team of trained 
specialists will be available to move quickly to provide· assistance to a 
victim and any other affected person or community. 

• Psychological screening of seminarians will be improved and courses 
in sexual development will be evaluated and enhanced. 

• Unified personnel records will follow a priest -from early studies 
throughout his entire career. 

• For the priests against whom allegations have been made, the Vicars 
for priests will continue to offer counsel, support· and referral to 
professional resources. 

The new policies are directed to the safety of children and to helping the Church 
make more informed decisions about returning priests to ministry. They formalize our 
efforts to cooperate with civil authorities. 

-1-
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The new policies require: 

• AJl clergy, religious order members, employees and volunteers working 
for the Archdiocese to comply fully Vlrith the letter and spirit of the 
new program. 

• AJl priests who have or request authorization to serve in the 
Archdiocese must certify in ·writing that they are familiar with the new 
policies, that is, they must know and understand what is expected of 
them. 

• Compliance \\ith all civil reporting requirements related to sexual 
miscondu~t with a minor and cooperation with official investigations. 

I share the anguish of all those affected by this tragedy: the victims, their families, 
their communities and priests. These new policies are. designed to accommodate the needs 
of all these people whose lives have been changed forever by these tragic encounters. I · 
accept the clinical data which suggest that once it has been demonstrated that a priest is an 
abuser, he should never again return to parish ministry or any ministry which might place 
a child at risk. 

NE\V POLICIES 

The blueprint for this program was outlined in the report of the Ccfirirnission on 
Clerical Sex11al Misconduct v.~th Minors, released on June 15, 1992. You will recall that I 
accepted the Commission's recommendations in principle and authorized an extensive 
consultation v.rith Archdiocesan advisory groups. · 

During the intervening weeks, a solid foundation for the new policies has been built 
through extensive consultation and discussion with: the special Commission itself, the 
Cabinet, the College of Consultors, the Presbyteral Council and the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Council. These advisory groups overwhelmingly support both the Commission's 
recommendations and these new policies. The problem of clerical sex11al misconduct Vlith 
minors affects the entire Church, so the whole Church must be involved in its solution. 
These policies make this possible. · 

INDEPEl\~ENT REVIEW BOARD 

Today, representatives of the whole Church, a nine-member, independent Review 
Board is being established. This Board, consisting of six lay persons and three priests, will 
now be responsible for the processing and management of all cases of priests against whom 
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allegations are made. This Board will now determine the fitness for ministry of any priests 
against whom allegations of sexual rrUsconduct are made and will report their findings 
directly to me. 

I am pleased that the following persons have generously accepted my invitation to 
serve on this new Review Board: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

The impressive and varied backgrounds of these nine individuals will ensure that they 
carry out their responsibility with wisdom, expertise and good judgment. None of the lay 
persons are employees of the archdiocese, nor do any have a fiduciary relationship with it. 

This Review Board will be supported by a full-time Fitness Review Administrator, 
a lay professional with qualificatiqns and experience in addressing the sexual abuse of 
children. The Review Board, together with the Administrator, will serve as my principal 
advisors in these matters. The details of their respective duties are outlined in the policy 
document. 

The Review Board's charge is to move promptly and crc:::dibly to determine the fitness 
for ministry of any priest accused of sexual misconduct with a minor .and the conditions 
under which it may be possible for the priest to return to ministry. You will recall that in 
June 1992 the Commission Report disclosed that eight priests, who had been accused of 
sexual misconduct with minors, were in the process of being reassigned to non-parish 
ministries. The Commission felt that such reassignments should be made, even though the 
allegations against these priests were, for the most part made years ago and, currently, there 
was no risk to children or adolescents. Since then all eight cases have been resolved, either 
through reassignment to non-parish ministry or resignation. One of the first tasks of the 
new Board will be to review and monitor the disposition of these cases. 

VICTIM ASSISTANCE 

Should allegations of sexual misconduct with minors by priests be made in the future, 
we now have in place a new Victim Assistance Minister. This person's task will be to 
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identify the professional resources available for the care of victims and their families or 
others who may have been affected by the sexual misconduct. 

The new Victim Assistance Minister is Mr. Ralph Bonacorsi, who has been associated 
with the Archdiocese for many years. Mr. Bonacorsi has had extensive experience as an 
educator, counselor and conciliator. I know him to be a man of great empathy and action. 
He and his v.~fe are the parents of twelve children. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

In addition, a series of programs designed to promote healing and understanding by 
the communities affected by this issue has been established. This program involves a team 
of psychologists, social workers, educators and pastoral ministers, who have responded in 
recent months on short notice to parish communities affected by this issue. 

ASSISTANCE TO PRIESTS 

The Vicars for Priests will continue to provide assistance, advice, and support to 
priests in many areas of ministerial and human needs. The Vicars facilitate referrals to 
professional resources as needed. 

In the case of any disclosure of sexual misconduct with a minor by a priest to a Vicar, 
the Vicar will immediately report the fact to the Administrator, who will, in turn, begin the 
initial inquiry involving the priest, victim and Review Board. The Administrator will make 
prompt reports to the Illinois Dep?-rtrnent of Children and Family Services and help the 
victim to do the same with all public authorities. This is a significant departure from the 
past, when the Vicars for Priests had the sole responsibility to maintain contact with the 
priest, manage the inquiry and follow up and notify the proper authorities~ To help prevent 
incidents from occurring in the future, the Archdiocese will organize substantive continuing 
education programs for all Archdiocesan personnel about the nature and effect of sexual 
misconduct with a minor. 

SCREENING AND EDUCATION 

Full psychological profiles of seminarians will be created, updated and maintained 
as part of their permanent personnel file. Age appropriate courses on sexual development, 
which are part of the Archdiocesan seminary curriculum, will be reviewed and enhanced. 

PRIEST PERS01'TJ\1EL BOARD 

The new policies establish a unified priest personnel record-keeping system, from 
seminary training throughout a priest's entire career, to enable those responsible for 
ministerial assignments to consider the full record of a priest. 

-4-
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REVIEW PROCESS 

An equitable review process, modeled after other professions, has been structured 
so the fitness of a priest accused of se>.11al misconduct with a minor can be determined 
promptly and cr.edibly. The process is centered around the nine-member Review Board and 
its Administrator. Once the administrator is on board, we shall establish a 24-hour 800 
number to receive initial information of any allegation of se>..11al misconduct by priests v.'ith 
minors. The process demands strict confidentiality. It also requires immediate disclosure 
of information to appropriate civil authorities and cooperation with those authorities. The 
process begins with a First-Stage Review by the Board within 48 hours of an allegation; a 
Second-Stage Review is held within 30 to 120 days; and Supplementary Reviews are 
scheduled as needed. 

If the safety of children is ever an issue, the priest will immediately be withdrawn 
from his ministerial assignment. The Review Board's standard will be to determine whether 
there is "reasonable cause to suspect" that the accused priest engaged in sexual misconduct 
with a minor. 

RETURN TO MINISTRY 

Priests who are withdrawn from ministry must undergo a psychiatric examination by 
an independent professional organization designated by the Archdiocese. If a Second Stage 
or Supplementary Review of the B,oard does not recommend return to ministry, the priest 
may never return to parish ministry or a ministry that includes access to minors. Such a 
priest may return to a restricted ministry with no access to minors only if the Archdiocese 
permits him to do so and if he undergoes a stringent treatment program of no less than two 
years, followed by a supervised aftercare program. 

CONCLUSION 

In the past three months, much has been accomplished. We have embarked upon 
a course that will serve well all the people of the Archdiocese. These new policies v.'ill 
enable the people of the Church to protect children, assist those affected, promote healing 
and address the fitness of those who have failed. These actions, in the long term, will also 
ensure the integrity of the priesthood. 

While I cannot change the past, I can do something about the future. My pledge to 
the children, the people and the priests of the Archdiocese is that I v.'ill do everything in my 
power to accelerate the implementation of these new policies, which will give assurance and 
hope to all. 

-5-
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A wise :Policy on abuse by priests 
The proof of the plan will be in the execution, but 

in principle, the new sexual abuse investigations policy 
announced last week by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
appears to satisfy the needs of both church and state. 

That is as it ought to be, and all should hope that 
the same spirit demonstrated in Bernardin's new poli
cy may help resolve the current legal dispute, in which 
the Archdiocese of Chicago is challenging subpoenas 
from the Cook County state's attorney for information 
relating to old cases of sexual abuse by priests. 

The new Bernardin policy covers a \vide range of 
matters relating to the selection, assignment and disci
plining of priests and the handling of abuse complaints 
against them. 

It calls for improved psychological screening of se
minarians, better record-keeping on priests and, per
haps most crucial from the standpoint of parishioners, 
a proscription against reassigning abusers who have 
received treatment to situations where thev could re-
peat their offenses. · 

"I accept," Bernardin said during a press conference, 
"the clinical data which suggest that once it has been 
demonstrated that a priest is an abuser, he should 
never again return to parish ministry or any ministry 

which might place a child at risk." 
Archdiocesan officials have acknowledged that at 

least one of the embarrassing abuse cases revealed ear
lier this year involved a priest who had been accused 
credibly in an earlier instance, "treated" and returned 
to parish work-without any warning to the people of 
the new parish. : 

But the crucial element of the Bernardin plan from 
the church-state point of view was his designation of a 
"fitness review administrator" and a nine-member 
board to supervise archdiocesan investigations. Under 
the policy, the administrator will not be a member of 
the clergy and will be a "mandated reporter," i.e., 
someone required by law to repon suspected cases of 
child abuse to the authorities. 

That represents a subtle but significant shift in Ber
nardin's and the archdiocese's starice on reporting 
allegations to civil authorities. It also represents a 
healthy recognition that society has a legitimate inter
est in punishing child abuse and justifiably demands 
tl1at all who can assist in that effort do so. 

Bemardin's policy does not resolve the subpoena dis
pute. But it signals a new, more accommodating atti
tude. That is to be welcomed. 
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Chicago sex -abuse policy 
thoughtful and firm N.c,R· 

Chicago Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin, initiating a comprehensive 
archdiocesan clerical sex-abuse policy, 
has set an example that other bishops 
would be wise to follow. 

j First, the nine-member review 
I board has been thoughtfully chosen 
,, and appears to be comprised of high-

! quality appointments. It is indepen-
dent and is to act promptly - w1thin 

/ ··· 48 hours - after any charge of abuse 
I is made. It is made up of qualified pro

fessionals, is primarily lay and 
includes a victim of sex abuse. 

Next, the policy wisely states that 
any priest withdrawn from ministry 
after full review as a result of sexual 
misconduct with a minor "may never 
return to a parish ministry or min
istry that includes access to minors." 

"I accept the clinical data which 
suggests that once it has been demon

. strated that a priest is an abuser, he 
should never again return to parish 
ministry or any ministry which might 
place a child at risk," Bernardin said, 
unveiling the new guidelines. 

Significantly, Bemardin's new poli
cy makes victims, not victimizers, his 
first concern. The ~olicy describes as 
its primary purposes "the safety of 
children, the well-being of the commu-

. nity and the integrity of the church." 
What has made the sullied history 

of the sexual abuse of children by 
Catholic clergy so abhorrent for so 
many years has .been the overwhelm
ing pattern of church cover-up. We 
have seen and reported since 1985 dio
cese after diocese, in trying to avoid 
scandal, create far larger scandal by 
circling clerical wagons around the 
abuser while denying the veracity of 
the account of the accuser and ques
tioning his or her intentions. It has 
been this pattern more than any other 
aspect of the pedophilia story that has 
outraged the ffilthful and damaged the 
church. 

How badly? So badly that many lay 
Catholics do not second-guess Father 
Andrew Greeley when they hear him 
call clergy pedophilia "the greatest 
scandal in the history of religion in 
America and perhaps the most serious 
crisis Catholicism has faced since the 

Reformation." 
In the telling of this story, virtually 

no one in the U.S. Catholic hierarchy 
comes away unscathed. To this 
mom.ent, the tendency on the part of 
the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops as a national organization · ~ 
has been to view the problem primari~ 
ly through a legal lens. When the U.S. 
bishops, for example, have issued a 
statement on the subject, it has come 
from the office of their legal counsel. 

In their defense, the bishops, too, 
live within the complexities of a mod-

:- ern, secular, juridical-based society. 
But that avoids a deeper question: 
How are leaders in the Catholic 
church to conduct themselves to pro
vide witness that transcends that soci-
ety? ,. 

Bernardin has now taken an 
important step. He has for months 
received criticism from some for the 
way he has grappled with the pester
ing, festering pedophilia scandal. Now 
he is unquestionably showing strong 
leadership. He is acting firmly. 

At latest count, he has yanked 22 
priests out of their parishes. The word 
is out in Chicago: Abuse will not be 
tolerated. Nor, it appears now, will 
possible cover-up. 

For the record: The 20-page book
let, published by the Chicago archdio-

The word" is out in Chicago: 
Abuse will not be tolerated. 
Nor, iJ appears now, will 
possible cover-up. 

cese, is called "Clerical Sexual Misc9n
duct with Minors: Policies for 
education, prevention, assistance to 
victims and procedures for determina
tion of fitness for ministry." 

Some may say it is late in coming, 
but few are likely to deny it represents 
an honest, firm and thoughtful effort 
to come to terms with the problem. It 
also offers needed light on some dark 
pages of U.S. church hiStory. • 

EDITORIALS 
October 2, 1992 
N'/rlltJA/lf L
CA'f?~t/C · 
·PcP/"IP~ 
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'I· share the anguish' 
Chicago's Cardinal Joseph Bernardin confronts. the issue of priests molesting children 

·n the wake of a growing outcry over 
::atholic priests who are charged with 
nolesting minors, USA WEEKEND 
:sked Cardinal Bernar.din to explain 
he diocese's comprehensive new sexual 
nisconduct policy, which could become 
: model for the nation. 

AS 
archbishop of the 
second-largest Roman 
Catholic diocese in 

he United States, I have become 
•ainfully aware of the horrible 
mpact of sexual abuse of children 
.nd adolescents o·n victims, their 
amilies and their communities, and 
1ave come to one conclusion. 

We must protect our children. 
~ven one case of sexual abuse ·of a 
ninor is one too many. 

Whep. I presented the new policies 
nd procedures in September, I 
mphasized two points. First, sexual 
nisconduct by priests with minors 
dmmoral, and will not be tolerated 
.rithin the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
econd, as a church we must support 
nd care for those who have been 
Jjured, especially the victims and 
Jeir families. 

My first point is addressed in the 
.·ew policies. They recognize that 
uch a priest never may return to 
arish ministry or a ministry that 
1cludes access to minors. I accept 
1e chrucaJ data that suggest that once 
: has been demonstrated that a priest 
: an abuser, he should never agam 
=turn to ansh mm1stry or any 
linistryw "chnu tpaceac 1 or 
oun~ person at nsk: 

T e second pomt - care for the 
ictims, also is addressed. Our new 
olicies recognize the church's pas
>ral responsibility to assist all those 
ffected by sexual misconduct of 
riests with minors. The archdiocese 
as appointed a Victim Assistance 
1inister, whose duties include the 
lentification of pastoral and profes
onal resources that will be made 
railable to assist the victims of sexu
misconduct ,by priests with minors. 

6 USA WEEKEND• October JO-Nowmb<r I, 1991 

I share the anguish of all those 
affected by this tragedy: the victims, 
their families, their communities and 
the priests - those priests who have 

. been accused, but also the over
whelming majority of priests who do 
not engage in such behavior and who 
now, tarred by the same brush, must 
work in the shadows of innuendo 
created by intense media attention to 
the horrible actions of others. 

The tragedy of child sexual 
abuse looms even greater when one · 
acknowledges that a few priests are 
just a small part of the problem. We 
know that sexual abuse of minors is a 
serious problem for all of society. 

The tragedy of child abuse, in all 
its forms - physical, emotional, 
sexual - must end. 

We must protect our children. We 
must protect our young people. 

Throughout our history, men 
have abused the bodies of women, 
masters have abused the bodies of 

.slaves, conquerors have abused the 
bodies of the conquered, those with 
power have abused the bodies of 
the weak and, tragically, adults have 
abused the bodies of children and 
adolescents. 

While I cannot change the past, I 
can do something about the future. 
We must be willing to admit the 
magrilrude of the problem and the 
seriousness of the abuse, and we 
must be willing to understand its 
devastation from the viewpoint of the 
victim and the victim's family. This is· 
a problem that demands the concern 
and response of everyone. 

It is my hope that these new 
policies will enable the people of the 
church to protect children, assist 
those affected, promote healing and 
address the fimess of those who have 
failed. These actions, in the long 
term, also will ensure the integrity of 
the priesthood. 

And protect our children. C!J 

The Chicago plan 
• A nine-member review board of clergy 
and laity investigates allegations of sexual 
misconduct toward minors by a priest. · 
• A 24-liour "800" number to report 
misconduct in the Chicago archdiocese. 
• State authorities are immediately notified 
of allegations invoMng a priest 
• Offender is removed from any 
ministJy that includes access to minors. 

The reaction 
• Families should contact cMI authorities 
before the church, says Jeanne Miller, 
founder of Victims of Clergy Abuse Link Up 
(VOCAL). 'The institutions of the church are 
not as well qualified to conduct criminal 
investigations.'' Still, she calls Bemardin's 
policy "excellent." Her son was sexually 
abused by a priest when he was a child. 

• The policy is a step ''that should've been 
taken long ago," says Jeffrey Anderson, 
whose St. Paul, Minn., law firm represents 
more than 100 cases involving sexual mis
conduct among priests across the country. 

Elsewhere 
• The diocese of Fall River, Mass., where 
admitted molester James Porter served as 
a priest, is cracking down by enacting a 
formal policy similar to Chicago's. 

• In LA., the nation's largest diocese, policy 
is: The priest is removed from his post, cMI 
authorities are notified and assistance is 
offered to the victim, family and the priest. 

• The Archdiocese of Atlanta has a policy 
similar to LA.'s. Every allegation is brought 
tq the archbishop's attention; incidents are 
reported the state; counseling is offered. 

Cases in the news 
• The Rev. Robert Mayer, of Chicago, faces 
trial this month on charges of molesting a 
14-year-old girl. 

• James Porter faces charges in 
· Massachusetts of sexual misconduct with 

minors while he was a priest there in the 
1960s. Civil suits against him also are 
pending in Minnesota and New Mexico. 

• Three civil suits are pending against the 
Rev. Thomas Adamson in St. Paul, Minn., 
who's accused of molesting minors for 20 
years. Seven suits have been settled. 

-Lew Moores 

Pl1otograpl1 by Micliad Abramson 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 3/29/93 
Re: John Calicott 

In speaking to John's attorney, Patrick Reardon, today I was 
informed that Fr. Calicott had received a phone call from the man 
who had brought allegations against him, i.e. the first man. 
Calicott was concerned that someone might feel that he had 
initiated this call. He had not. 

Reardon just wanted to get it on record that Calicott had 
received a call but had not initiated it and did not encourage 
it. Apparently the call went on for twenty minutes or so with 
the young man rambling. He may have been under the influence of 
alcohol at the time. John says he listened and after twenty 
minutes was able to hang up. 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

April 21, 1993 

Dear Father Calicott: 

At the Presbyteral Council meeting of March 9, 1993, unanimous 
approval was given to my appointing you and a number of other 
pastors to form a Pastors Review Board (c. 1742). Consequently, I 
am hereby appointing you as a member of this board for a period of 
five years. 

If a situation should occur in which there are serious 
questions about a pastor's leadership, I will choose two or more of 
the members of the Pastors Review Board to advise me. Since there 
are now thirty-six pastors available to choose from on this panel, 
and only two are needed in any given situation, it is likely that 
you will be asked to review very few cases and perhaps even none at 
all in the next five years. 

\Jhile it is hoped that it will be unnecessary to call upon 
your assistance, I am very grateful for your willingness to serve. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Given at the Chancery 

Chancellor 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~ho:::i~ 
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~------------

v:= I acknowledge that I have read and am familiar with the Archdiocesan 
policies and procedures regarding sexual misconduct with minors, adopted 
September 21, 1992. 

Please send me a copy of these policies .and procedures. 

; ,,,( I 

e (printed) : /;;J"' , LcJ. Ca.l~eoH·· 
·./ fj (~ 

ss: 

, State, Zip: 
c- I c.' 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have a ~ight to report accusations of child abuse to the 
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services. (The 
Department of Children and Family Services "hotline" telephone 
number is 1-800 252-2873). You also have a right to report such 
accusations to the State's Attorney's office or other law 
enforcement agencies. (The Cook County State's Attorney's 
telephone number is (312) 443-5440; the Lake County State's 
Attorney's telephone number is (708) 360-6644). If you have any 
questions as to how to make such a report you may refer those 
questions to the Department of Children and Family Services or the 
State's Attorney's office. 

**************** 

I have read and understand the above notice. A representative 
of the Archdiocese has given me a copy of the Department of 
Children and Family Services brochure describing the child abuse 
reporting laws. The representative of the Archdiocese whose name 
appears below has not discouraged me in any way from reporting to 
the authorities. · 

I presented this "Important Notice" and a copy of the 
Department of Children and Family services brochure describing the 
child abuse reporting laws to the person whose printed name and 
signature appear above, on the date indicated in this document. 

3-31-ff 
Date 

~~· 
Signature 

S ±eve , <\td_ !owrk t' 
Print Name 

Profess ; oM ( F> f ,.,e.s_s 

f:. e v,. e I.A/ M..,_, /.,., ;s.-f r.,.,. . .jp r -

A rd.-A.1o-c2.:R ~ c.t...:CP...:JI) 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a summary prepared by Steve Sidlowski, Administrator of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, of the events surrounding Victim IN's 
allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. John Calicott on March 31, 1994. According to the summary, 
Fr. Pat O'Malley, Vicar for Priests, called Mr. Sidlowski on March 31, 1994 to report that 
Victim IN had called Fr. 0 'Malley about bringing an allegation of sexual abuse against a priest 
currently in ministry. Mr. Sidlowski then placed a phone call that same day to Victim IN, who 
agreed to meet with Mr. Sidlowski and Ralph Bonaccorsi of the Office of Assistance Ministry 
later in the afternoon. At this meeting, Victim IN detailed an allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. 
John Calicott at St. Ailbe parish roughly 14-18 years ago when Victim IN was a minor. The 
abuse began when Victim IN was about 12 years old and consisted of kissing and mutual oral 
sex. The abuse occurred more than twenty times over a period of two years. Victim IN also 
identified Victim IP as someone Victim IN told about his abuse by Fr. Calicott at the time it was 
occurring. According to Victim IN, Victim IP and Victim IO had separately admitted to Victim 
IN that Fr. Calicott had abused them as well. 
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Phone Call to Pat O'Malley 3-31-94: 

I called Pat O'Malley to inform him, as I had promised earlier in 
the day, I had met with with Ralph Bonaccorsi present. 
Pat was not in. I left two phone messages on his home phone 
recorder as he suggested if I could not get a hold of him. 

I shared with Pat the basic allegation in detail, that it was of a 
serious nature (allegedly involving oral sex), and that there were 
others who apparently knew about it and perhaps other (alleged) 
victims. I told Pat I would wait at the Office for as late as 
possible in case he would be able to get back to me before or 
during Holy Thursday evening Mass. 

Pat was apparently unable to get back to me. However, he called me 
at home at approximately 9:30 p.m. We discussed the situation. 
Due to the nature of the Holy Week activities, Pat O'Malley and I 
agreed that, contrary to the typical protocol arrangement wherein 
I would first contact the accused priest, we agreed that Pat could 
contact John Calicott in person (that was Pat's preference) 
especially given that it was Holy Week weekend with all of the 
Masses and busy schedule, etc. We agreed that John would need to 
be told right away in any event. Thus, we agreed that Pat 0' Malley 
would tell John Calicott about the situation either on Holy 
Saturday afternoon or some time on Easter Sunday. In that neither 
Pat nor I knew whether John would be able to get an attorney right 
away, we agreed that I would call John Calicott on Monday morning, 
4-4-94, to confirm that Pat had contacted him and to arrange for an 
in-person meeting. That way, if John has not contacted an attorney 
by the time I speak with him, I could re-iterate the serious 
possibility that John might consider that option as soon as 
possible before the meeting, or if John needed a few hours to speak 
with a couple of attorneys to determine which one he wanted to 
choose, in which case we could put-off the meeting if absolutely 
necessary for a day, I could tell John that Monday morning. 

In any event, I told Pat O'Malley I would get back to him after I 
spoke with John Calicott to let him know the time and date of the 
meeting with John in case POM would be present. I also discussed 
with POM about how it was my view at least at this point that it 
was my hope that POM would at least suggest to John Calicott that 
he should not be in situations where he is alone with minors until 
this situation can be more fully resolved through the Review Board 
process. Pat acknowledged my suggestion and noted that it is also 
in the accused priest's best interest not to put himself in such 
situations while further inquiry is proceeding. 

Pat O'Malley also informed me (Steve Sidlowski) that he had seen 
Cardinal Bernardin earlier in the day and informed him that he had 
received a call regarding a new allegation of sexual misconduct 
involving a minor against John Calicott (please note at that point 
I did not know for sure who the accused priest was although Pat 
O'Malley did know and so he had the~ to provide the Cardinal). 
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Phone Calls to Rev. Tom Paprocki 3-31-94: 

I called Tom Paprocki at his residence, even though I was aware 
that this was not a day (he is off on Thursdays) in which he would 
likely be in the Off ice, to notify him pursuant to my protocol that 
we had received a new allegation on a priest who apparently had not 
had any allegations against him in the past. I left at least two 
or three messages for Tom but apparently he was not available. I 
fully informed him of the nature of the allegation and what had 
been done to date in the course of those messages. I told him POM 
and I would be arranging for a get-together with John Calicott more 
likely than not either late Monday afternoon, 4-4-94 or on 4-5-94 
depending upon if Calicott could obtain an attorney. I invited Tom 
to call me back if he wanted more information. 

Phone Call from Tom Paprocki 4-1-94: 

Tom called me at home this Good Friday morning to inform me that he 
had received my phone messages regarding a new allegation against 
John Calicott. He said he would be seeing Cardinal Bernardin later 
that day and that he would inform him with as much information that 
I had given Tom as of the end of our conversation. 

I told Tom that Pat O'Malley and I had spoken late on Holy Thursday 
evening, that POM would be informing John Calicott about the 
situation on either Holy Saturday or Easter Sunday, and that I 
would call John back.on Monday to confirm that POM had spoken with 
him and to arrange for an in-person meeting to request a response 
to the allegation. I told Tom that the meeting would likely take 
place either late Monday afternoon (4-4-94) or on Tuesday (4-5-94) 
if at all possible. 

I explained to Tom many of the details of the allegation I had 
received to date and how others apparently were told about the 
situation, including (who Tom Paprocki knows) and 
another Archdiocesan priest who had been told by when 
he was in the college seminary (although he requested 
confidentiality at that time) . I also told Tom that Ralph 
Bonaccorsi found Mr. - "extremely credible." 
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DEAR CHILDREN OF GOD: 

THE RECENT ACTIONS OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

AGAINST FATHER JOHN CALDICOTT SMACK OF THE INQUISITION 

OF THE 13TH CENTURY. 

SEEMINGLY THE ARCHDIOCESE HAS CHOSEN TO ACT AS GRAND 

INQUISITOR IN THIS MATTER, IGNORING FATHER'S CIVIL RIGHTS -

THE MOST BASIC OF WHICH IS INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY. 

IT IS HARD TO IMAGINE THAT IN AMERICA IN 1994 - THERE 

SEEMS TO BE TWO STANDARDS OF JUSTICE - ONE FOR CARDINAL 

BERNADIN - ANOTHER FOR FATHER JOHN W. CALDICOTT. CARDINAL 

BERNADIN KNEW THE NAME OF HIS ACCUSER AND WAS ALLOWED FULL 

.. USE OF THE MEDIA TO CLEAR HIS NAME/TELL HIS SIDE - FATHER 

JOHN WAS N~~ GRANTED THIS COURTESY. 

CARDINAL BERNADIN WAS ALLOWED TO REMAIN IN OFFICE -

AND OVERSEE HIS DUTIES PENDING FURTHER INVESTIGATION -

FATHER JOHN WAS NOT GRANTED THIS COURTESY. 

AS WITH THE CARDINAL, WE HAVE AN UNSUBSTANTIATED 

ACCUSATION FROM ALMOST 20 YEARS AGO. THE RIGHTS OF FATHER 

JOHN'S ACCUSERS SEEM TO BE UPPERMOST IN THE MINDS OF THE 

COUNCIL, NOT THE RIGHTS OF A LOYAL, FAITHFUL, DUTIFUL 

PARISH .PRIEST - A PRIEST WHO HAS SERVED ADMIRABLY IN EVERY 

CAPACITY HE HAS BEEN ASKED TO SERVE - AT EACH PARISH IN WHICH 

HE HAS SERVED. 

DID THE ARCHDIOCESE "RUSH TO JUSTICE", TO SAVE FACE. 

THE TIME FRAME BETWEEN ACCUSATION AND REMOVAL WAS A MATTER OF 

SIX DAYS - COULD ANY THOROUGH, REASONABLE INQUIRY BE DONE IN 
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SUCH A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME - I THINK NOT. 

WHERE IS THE EQUITY? THE CARDINAL WHILE UNDER THE 

CLOUD OF ACCUSATION REMAINED IN OFFICE AND IN COMMUNICATION 

WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS - FATHER JOHN HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM 

HIS POST AND IS BEING HELD INCOMMUNICADO. 

IF THE CHURCH IS FAMILY - THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE 

IN THE WAY SHE TREATS HER CHILDREN. 

WHERE IS THE EQUITY? IS THERE A DIFFERENT STANDARD FOR 

A CARDINAL THAN FOR A PRIEST - IF SO WHY - BOTH ARE SONS OF 

THE FATHER(" BORN IN HIS IMAGE AND LIKENESS") - AND BOTH.~ 

DESERVE TO BE TREATED FAIRLY . 

. . THE CHURCH HAS REACTED TO FATHER JOHN AS AN UNFEELING 

CORPORATION - NOT AS THE SPIRITUAL BODY IT PURPORTS TO BE. ,, ... 

HOW SECURE, GIVEN THE CHURCH'S ACTIONS IN FATHER JOHN'S 

CASE, CAN ANY PRIEST FEEL?_ WHEN SOMEONE CAN HAVE A 

~ 

{SELECTIVE REPRESSED MEMORY) AND MAKE AN UNCORROBORATED 

ACCUSATION AGAINST A PRIEST OF FATHER JOHN'S STATURE AND 

ABILITY. 

WHERE IS THE EQUITY - WHERE IS THE FAIRNESS - WHERE IS 

THE JUSTICE - IT IS NOT WITH THIS BOARD - AT LEAST NOT IN THIS 

CASE. 

ALL WE ARE ASKING IS THAT FATHER JOHN BE GIVEN THE SAME 

CONSIDERATION THAT WAS GIVEN CARDINAL BERNADIN - FOR IN THE 

EYES OF OUR LORD WE ARE ALL EQUAL. 

• 
HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH 

{312)264-9425 (312)939-3862 

YOURS IN CHRIST 
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Dear Archbishop Cardinal Bernaidin, 

My name is , I am a parishioner at Holy 

Angels Church. Father John was sent to Holy Angels to do a job. 

I would like you to know that Father John was performing a 

miracle on Oakwood Blvd. He was very instrumental in turning a 

building into a warm, living, caring Church. You gave us a 

person who is full of love and concern for his fellow people. He 

always expressed his love and high regard for you. I do not 

understand or accept your treatment of him. Especially since you 

recently had a similar experience with allegations of sexual 

misconduct. 

I have been following the stories of the priest and the 

charges of sexual misconduct against them. I do not believe that 

the Archdiocese of Chicago is giving God's chosen a fair deal. I 

tould accept the removal of the priest when allegations deal with 

current victims with substantiated evidence. I find it difficult 

to believe a story that is eighteen years old. When people come 

forward with a story about someone, it is usually for personal 

gain. 

I have been a baptized Catholic since nineteen-seventy-nine. 

The Church teaches reconciliation, compassion and love. I would 

like to know why these same acts are not offered to the priest. 

Sexual allegations immediately put a stigma on the priest. 

They are hardly ever lived down. To carelessly take the joy out 

of someone's life is wrong. Criminals are treated better than 
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the priest. A criminal is innocent until proven guilty. I want 

to know where is the concrete evidence that Fr. John committed 

this crime. When charges are made against God's chosen, the 

priest is immediately removed from his parish and friends. I 

think that the Holy Father in Rome, should set guidelines that 

are used throughout the Catholic Church on sexual allegations. 

Guidelines should not vary from state to state or country to 

country. 

Why were you not given an administrative leave, when you 

were accused? The accusations against you were no different from 

the ones Fr. John is facing. I think you should have placed 

yourself on administrative leave in support of other priest. 

Placing yourself on their level might make you more compassionate 

to their feelings. Why are you any different from Fr. John? 

Both of you are God's chosen, and both of you were accused of 

~exual misconduct. 

In considering allegations over fifteen years old, I think 

the parish that the priest belongs to should have a say in his 

removal. If the parish trusts and has faith in their priest 

after these allegations have been brought forward, then the 

priest should be allowed to stay active in the Church. If the 

priest is found to be guilty, with sufficient evidence, of course 

then he should be removed. Why persecute any man when Jesus 

Christ did not. The last famous crucifixion, the thief on the 

right of Christ, was guilty of all charges brought against him, 

and God forgave him. The Lord only planned on the crucifixion of 

his son for all of humankind. It states nowhere in my Bible that 
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there would ever be regular crucifixions. Whether they be 

physical or emotional. 

I would like you to take the time to study the fourth 

chapter of first Timothy and also chapters 22-28 of Acts I. I 

found them very interesting and comforting after notification 

about my priest and friend. I would like to have a meeting with 

you so that you can explain the Catholic Church to me. I am 

beginning to think my ideas on reconciliation, crucifixion, love, 

compassion, and friendship are wrong. 

Respectfully Yours, 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 54~l 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 4/4/94 
Re: John Calicutt 

I received a call last Thursday, March 31, 1994, from 11111 
111111111 I referred him to Steven Sidlowski, the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator, since he was brin~orth an 
allegation of sexual abuse by a priest when he, 11111111111111, was a 
minor. 

Sidlowski and Ralph Bonaccorsi of the Victim Assistance 
Off ice interviewed .... on Thursday afternoon at 3 PM. 
Sidlowski notified me that evening of the allegations and we 
agreed that I would contact Fr. Calicutt first. I called Fr. 
Calicutt on Saturday morning, April 2, but was unable to get 
through to him. I dropped off a note at Holy Angels on 
Saturday, about noon, asking Fr. Calicutt to get in touch 
with me. No one was in the rectory at that particular 
moment. Calicutt called me back Saturday afternoon, we made 
contact by phone, and I then went out to Holy Angels to 
inform Calicutt and to give him a brochure telling him of his 
rights and I provided information for seeking legal help. 

I advised Calicutt that Sidlowski would be calling him on 
Monday morning around 10 AM as per my instructions from 
Sidlowski. 

AOC 009771 



MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 4, 1994 

Phone Call to Rev. John Calicott 

As agreed with Pat O'Malley late last week, I called John Calicott 
today to confirm that an allegation of sexual misconduct involving 
a minor has been formally brought against him. Furthermore, I 
learned that as Pat O'Malley and I had also discussed late last 
week, Pat O'Malley, as the Vicar for Priests on behalf of John 
Calicott, personally went to John's parish on Holy Saturday 
afternoon, 4-2-94, to notify him that an allegation had been 
brought against John, to explain his role to John as his Vicar, and 
to point out to him his option for obtaining an attorney and/or 
canon lawyer, and to expect a phone contact from me as the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator on Monday, 4-4-94 in the 
morning with the intent of arranging for an in-person meeting with 
John and/or close friend John might want present in such a meeting 
in which I would request a response to the allegation pursuant to 
our new policy. 

John confirmed that Pat O'Malley had come to his parish on Holy 
Saturday afternoon to speak with him. Indeed, John noted that he 
has known Attorney Pat Riordan from the past and has so retained 
him to represent John in this matter. I made very clear to John 
that he need not respond to me in any way during this conversation 
and thoroughly followed the my protocol in terms of formally 
informing John of the situation at this point. John Calicott told 
me that he would be calling Pat Riordan immediately after speaking 
with me, in that that is how he had arranged the next step with Pat 
Riordan (it was not clear to me when he had spoken to Pat, whether 
today or since Saturday afternoon at some point) . 

In any event, John said that Pat Riordan said he will meet or 
confer with John Calicott about this situation first, and at some 
point today presumably, Pat Riordan would call me (Steve Sidlowski) 
to arrange for an in-person meeting at my Office. 

I told John that we could meet as soon as later this afternoon, but 
in that I was not sure whether John had consulted with a attorney 
as yet, I had already decided that I was• open to meeting with John 
about the allegation tomorrow, Tuesday, April 5, 1994 at a time 
convenient for John, his attorney, and myself (I later learned from 
Pat O'Malley that after 3:00 p.m. on 4-5-94 is an okay time for him 
or after 3:30 p.m. today). 

I acknowledged then that I would next expect a call from attorney 
Patrick Riordan some time very soon (presumably today) to arrange 
for the meeting wherein I will request a response to the allegation 
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from John Calicott (please note that I also noted to John that if 
we were to meet tomorrow rather than today, there were a couple of 
other people I might need to speak with in any event regarding this 
situation so either way was acceptable) . 

Phone to Rev. Pat O'Malley 4-4-94: 

I called Pat O'Malley to inform him of the above. POM agreed that 
he is willing to meet with John Calicott and me today if necessary 
but preferably tomorrow. Pat confirmed that he had spoken with 
John Calicott on Holy Saturday and that John would like Pat 
O'Malley to be at the meeting wherein I request a response from 
John Calicott. I told POM that I'd call him later when the meeting 
time is set. I called POM later and left a message that we'd meet 
with John Calicott and attorney Pat Reardon on 4-5-94 at 3:30 p.m. 
in my Office. 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 4, 1994 

Phone Call from Attorney Patrick Reardon 4-4-94 

Mr. Reardon called me to discuss John Calicott's situation and my 
request for a meeting with John. He said John was present with him 
in his Office. We arranged for an in-person meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
on 4-5-94 in my Office. I told Pat Reardon I would inform Fr. 
O'Malley of the time and that POM could make that time. Pat said 
little more other than that he knows that I am aware of his usual 
positions on these matters. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a summary prepared by Steve Sidlowski, Administrator of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, of a phone call from Victim IP to Mr. 
Sidlowski on April 5, 1994, in which Victim IP confinned that Victim IN did tell Victim IP of 
Victim IN's sexual abuse by Fr. John Calicott when Victim IN was a minor at the time that the 
abuse was occurring. Victim IP also detailed his own allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. Calicott 
when Victim IP was roughly 14 years old in the mid- to late 1970s. The abuse consisted of 
mutual oral sex and occurred a few times over the course of about six months. 
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MEMO 
TO: File PFR-13 

FROM: Steve Sidlowski 

DATE: April 5, 1994 

RE: Meeting with Rev. John W. Calicott 4-5-94 
Pastor, Holy Angels Parish - Chicago, Il. 

Present: John Calicott, Pat O'Malley (Vicar for Priests), 
Attorney Patrick Reardon, Steve Sidlowski 

The meeting began with an explanation by Steve Sidlowski and his 
role as Professional Fitness Review Administrator and the Review 
Board's role in these situations. I also informed Rev. Calicott 
that I would be providing him with the details of this allegation 
of sexual misconduct involving a minor which had been brought 
against him, and to request a response to the allegation once I had 
fully communicated it to him. Rev. Calicott acknowledged that he 
is aware of the new policies. I explained that I would be bringing 
the matter to the Board soon and possibly tomorrow if feasible (4-
6 - 94) . 

In any event, I told John Calicott that he would be properly 
informed about the outcome of the First Stage Review and the 
various options available to the Board and the Cardinal were noted. 
Neither John nor attorney Reardon had any questions at this point 
so I proceeded with informing him completely about all details of 
the allegation (see informational memo entitled Allegation of 
Sexual M'isconduct Against Archdiocesan Priest Rev. John Calicott by 
Mr. of 3-31-94). 

* Please note: It should be noted that during the course of the 
meeting and particularly at a point in my communicating the main 
description of the sexual misconduct John Calicott was alleged to 
have engaged in, John broke down somewhat and began weeping for a 
couple of moments although he continued to listen to the details of 
the allegation. 

RESPONSE: Following my communication of the allegation to John 
Calicott, I left the room so that John could confer with his 
attorney and Pat O'Malley. After several minutes, Pat O'Malley came 
out of the room into mLOf f ice and asked me for the phone number 
and address for • . (John C. had apparently been 
crying/sobbing quite loudly although the Conference Room door was 
closed) . POM went into the other off ice and called (I 
closed the door) . He then returned to the Conference Room. A 
couple minutes later, I heard what sounded like people leaving so 
I walked toward the Conference Room. It turns out that Pat 
0' Malley had just immediately left with John Calicott. Pat Reardon 
informed me of that fact and said that he would make a formal 
statement for John Calicott. 
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As such, Attorney Reardon stated on John Calicott's behalf that 
there will be "no response at this time. We' re taking the 
allegation very seriously. John's going to evaluate the allegation 
himself. He has no objection that the Board be aware that he is 

1111111111 .. 111111111111111111 .. " Pat 
Reardon and I spoke for a couple of moments following that about 
the possibilities which might occur with the matter going before 
the Review Board. I told Pat that I expected that the Board would 
process the matter in a First Stage Review tomorrow, 4-6-94, if at 
all feasible. I told Pat Reardon that I would inform him about the 
outcome of the First Stage Review and/or Fr. Tom Paprocki could 
possibly end-up being the person who would be speaking with either 
John or Pat, depending upon the Board's recommendations and the 
Cardinal's decision about John's ministry status following the 
First Stage Review. 

I also told Pat Reardon that if I receive further information, in 
terms of an allegation-type of information from /or 
confirmation of allegation from I 
would let Pat Reardon know. Pat said that likely the response to 
anything significant coming from Mr.11111111 (i.e. IlQ response) would 
likely be the same from John in any event. 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 5, 1994 

Phone conversation with Tom Paprocki, 
Cardinal Bernardin's Delegate to the Review Board 

I was just about to call Tom Paprocki about the outcome of the 
meeting with John Calicott when Tom first called me. I told Tom 
that I feel that we may have a real problem with this matter and in 
terms of ensuring that minors are not at risk in this situation, 
that I am very concerned. I told Tom that I am not sure if the 
Archdiocese should be risking John's presence in a parish at this 
point given everything that I had learned up until now. 

I explained to Tom about how the meeting came about today and how 
John Calicott had basically broken down somewhat during the meeting 
and cried particularly during my communication of the main 
description of the sexual misconduct that he was alleged to have 
engaged in with more than one minor. I told Tom.how John Calicott 
left the meeting with Pat O'Malley and was not present to provide 
a response and so in e aid nothin about the situation and 
instead, left with Pat -I also told Tom that after Pat and John left, Pat Reardon provided 
the formal response that there will be "no response" by John at 

the allegation very seriously 

As such, Tom and I discussed the next step in the process, i.e., 
what my recommendation is as to whether the safety of children 
requires John Calicott's immediate withdrawal from his ministerial 
assignment. I told Tom that I am leaning in the direction of a 
withdrawal at this point but that I still wanted to speak with 

to see if he does confirm allegation in 
substance and to see whether 11111111 was willing to add anything 
more about suggestions that he himself might have been sexually 
abused b~tt as a minor. I told Tom, and Tom agreed, 
that if ........... confirmed allegation and explained 
that he too was a victim of sexual misconduct as a minor by John 
Calicott, that my position would be stronger in terms of 
withdrawal. 

Tom also noted that he believes we are moving toward a withdrawal 
situation with John Calicott in that he is obviously invoking his 
right to remain silent at this point. Tom said that he would be 
having dinner with the Cardinal and would update him on the 
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situation. Tom and I agreed that we would hold off on a formal 
recommendation to the Cardinal about withdrawing John until I had 
spoken to (and/or if I could get a hold 
of him before the Review Board would meet in a First Stage Review) . 
Regarding the Board in a First Stage Review, I told Tom that it was 
my suggestion that the Review Board get together as soon as 
possible, preferably on Wednesday night 4-6-94. Tom agreed. I 
told Tom that I would try to get a quorum of the Board and set the 
meeting for 6:30 p.m. Tom said that was okay with him although he 
has 5:15 p.m. Mass at Holy Name Cathedral on Wednesday. 

Lastly, Tom and I noted that the Board would probably not feel that 
outpatient counseling for John Calicott would be adequate at this 
time and they would probably feel that an in-patient, more 
intensive therapy would make more sense for John in that such a 
situation would likely only be feasible if were not present within 
his parish assignment. 

I told Tom Paprocki that if I do speak with tonight I 
would call him back and if I do not get a hold of him in person I 
would leave a message for him on his voice mail. (Tom assured me 
that his voice mail does have a security code and is confidential) . 
I told Tom that in any event I would call him back on Wednesday at 
some point to let him know if the Review Board meeting was set for 
Wednesday evening and anything more I might know at that point. 

* PLEASE NOTE: Following my conversation with in the 
evening of 4-5-94, it is my recommendation to Cardinal Bernardin 
and the Review Board that for the safety and welfare of children, 
John Calicott should be withdrawn from his ministerial assignment 
at this time. This view was again conveyed as well to the 
Cardinal's Board Delegate, Fr. Tom Paprocki, the morning of 4-6-94. 

Tom and I also 
Calicott into 

in Mundelein in 
the meantime and how Vicar Pat O'Malley is also recommending the 
same. We agreed to inform the Review Board about this possible 
plan at tonight's emergency meeting as well. 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

{Minutes) 

April 6, 1994 

Board Members Present: 

provided input by phone to 
Administrator before meeting upon receiving complete 
facsimile information about PFR-13's situation): 

Others Present: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 

Matter of PFR-13 {J.C.): 

1. The Board conducted a First Stage Review in the PFR-13 
matter pursuant to Article 4.9 of the Review Process For 
Continuation Of Ministry. 

2. Determination: There is reasonable cause to suspect that 
J.C. engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. Basis: Allegation 
brought by first adult male seemed credible and was corroborated by 
second adult male who also described sexual misconduct as a minor 
himself of the same serious nature alleged by the first adult male, 
and also in a credible fashion. Also, the Board considered the 
fact that J.C. hadlllllllllllllllllllll .. 11111111111111111111111111• 
llllllllimmediately following the meeting in which he listened to 
details of the allegation/information brought forward about him, 
and to which his attorney stated J.C. would provide "no response." 
Overall, given the available information to date, the Board found 
that children are at risk of sexual misconduct in J.C.'s presence. 

3. Recommendations to the Archbishop: J.C. should be 
immediately withdrawn from his ministerial assignment. The Board 
also recommends that the Administrator should conduct further 
inquiry, (including communication as to the Board's need for J.C. 
to immediately cooperate with eventually providing at least answers 
to the Board's psychiatric/risk Questionnaire). 

4. The Board concurs with arrangements being made for J.C. to 
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5. The Board requested that the Administrator formally 
communicate in writing its determination and recommendations to 
J.C. and the alleged victims. 

Respectfully 
Submitted By 
Steve Sidlowski -
Administrator 

These Minutes Unanimously 
Approved By 
Review Board 
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WRITTEN REPORT/SUMMARY FOR FIRST STAGE REVIEW 

REVIEW DATE: 4-6-94 

1. NAME: Rev. John W. Calicott AGE/D.O.B.:~ 

2. ORDAINED: 1974 

3. PRESENT ASSIGNMENT OR RESIDENCE: 

Holv Angels Parish-Chge. Since: Pastor 10-27-91 

Holy Name of Mary-Chge. From: 6-80 To: 10-91 

Saint Ailbe-Chgo. 5-74 6-80 

(Listing for "Deanery #10, Vicariate VI-Dean appointed 4-1-84) 

4. ALLEGATIONS/INFORMATION: 

Date of Offense 

16 to 18 years ago 

17 to 18 years ago 

Date of attemot 
unknown 

Sex/Age of Child 

M/12 to 14 

M/14 approx. 

possibly Male/ 
apoarently teenager 

Credibility 
Yes No 

__ x_ 

__ x_ 

S. GENERAL NATURE OF OFFENSE(S): Oral sex-mutual administration 
and kissinq to at least two teenage boys in private rectory 
quarters over at least 2 years; over 20 occasions to one boy, 
least a "few" occasions to a 2nd teenage boy; unsuccessful 
attemot alleged/suggested against 3rd teenage boy (several 
years ago apparently) . 

6. OTHER PROBLEMS DURING MINISTRY: No sexual misconduct with minor 
allegations before these, per Vicar Rev. Pat O'Malley. 

8 
:i - ··1' - - -. .. --- .... _ - _,_.,,,_, 7> -, \f-~,"";j•*'.>."":'l'..,.-..--;-:i\".;7.;,.;.;i'"'.T.~; ... ~'1:~ 

. - '--; 

"'• "'--•f-• -···~·•1, ,'P,,..'=.~ "-'~:,. ,-=> • ·-""• •··· • - •' { • ,. • -• ' "1.. 

- .. . 

,:, ·.,-,;·:o=-to-· ..•• ··~c-:·~·.:c, .. e-·:-:-o~·o,. ··~-,~ . ., . ,. • _, ~ . _:__ - : . _ '. -·-- --~-·- '_" '. . ,' ·,~ , 

AOC 009782 



MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 6, 1994 

Phone Call to Pat Reardon 

=================================================================== 
I (Steve S.) informed Pat Reardon about information 
and how I'd already informed John Calicott of the same information 
last night in~esence and how POM stated ther~ will be "no 
response" to -information.~.~~~·~. 

~ 
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MEMO 
TO: PFR-13 

FROM: Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

DATE: April 6, 1994 

RE: Phone Call from Board Member 

- .... definitely agrees with the (Steve Sidlowski's) withdrawal 
recommendation. 

- They (i.e. Assistance Ministry) need to work on helping the 
victim - he needs professional help, in addition to John Calicott 
of course. 
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Jfofy :Jln!lefs Church 
607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

April 7, 1994 

Dear Father John, 

(312) 624-5375 
Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

We love you and believe. in you!!! Our prayers are with you. At 
this .most difficult time in your life, please do not forget that 
your church family supp•.:-rts you: c-.nd is with you every step of the 
way. Stay strong arid stay on the battle field! 

Father John you are our brother, our friend, as well as one of the 
most dedicated and concerned human beings who has come to Holy 
Angels. We share your pain. We have and will come together in 
prayer to help you, the church, and the community to keep our 
faith. We know that God will take care of you. 

Father John, we miss you. Your church family, as well as all of the 
1300 school children, are praying for you. Our first thoughts each 
morning will be to ask our heavenly Father to watch over you and to 
see you through this most difficult time.· We can't say it enough -

WE LOVE YOU 1 . 

We have NO DOUBT that you WILL return. Our prayers will bring you 
back. 

We have had the emergency. meeting and we will come together and 
stay together as a church family through yet another African
American crisis. You have taught us well. We know you can't speak 
to us directly but please speak to us through our Savior. The 
sweet Holy Spirit is watching over you. And you know He didn't 
bring us this far to leave us. 

Well, as you know, it's going to be business as usual -- which of 
is to usher in the kingdom of God but also helping Father Riley 
say all those masses (Smile)! 

May God's peace be with you and may God's Holy Angels watch over 
you. 

' . . '~ 

. • •.. ; -: IJ 

- . . ........ 
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Father TJP 
To~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Date 4/7 / 94 Time ~AM hH 1:13 PM 

WHILE VDU WERE CUT 
M Ralph Bonaccorsi 

of~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Phone~C~~Jl.~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Area Code Number Extension 

TELEPHONED x PLEASE CALL 

CALLED TO SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

I RETURNED YOUR CALL I I 
Message Anticipate a parish 1 eadec-

shfp mtg tomorrow ~ 6-20, H •nselE 
Team members yfll meet fn rectory ~ 6·3 • 

Leadership will meet@ 7;15. ExPectati 
is that you will present the "facts" of 

the case as the opening part of the mtg. 
Team members: Rlaph B. . Pat 0 'Malley, 

Operator 

e AM.PAD 
•Ae EFFICIENCYe 

REORDER 
#23-000 
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1-312-?51-52?9 PROF. FITNESS RElJ I Et.J MAR 08 '95 17:08 

Office or the ArchbishQP 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Father Calicott: 

Upon the recommendation of the Review Board, in light of allegations which 
have been brought to our Professional Fitness RevS,ew Administrator, and out of 
concern for your own welfare and that of the Church, I deeply regret to inform 
you that you have been placed on administracive lea.ve of absence from ministry. 

nur'Pi this period of administrative leave I ,.J.011 are1 n~)to wear a clerical 
... cnl 1 ar, ~i:c:l,.1!1.~ pub lit? minist:;ry or otherwise re.present yoursgl f as a P-ffe'S"F.""" 

Moreover, you are not to be alone 'wrtnany minor without the presence of another 
responsible adult. You are also to follow the directives given you by my 
delegate in these matters, the Chancellor, Reverend Thomas J, Paprocki, and the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator, Mr. Stephen Sidlowski. 

John, I would like to meet with you to express my pastoral concern during 
this difficult time. I will ask Father Pat O'Malley to arrange this. In the 
meantime, please be assured that you have a special place in my daily prayers. 

With cordial good ~ishes, I remain 

%~1~~~ 
~:hbishop of Chicago 

Given at the Chancery 

~9-~· 
Chancellor 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
Post Office Box 455 
~undelein, Illinois 60060 

cc: Rev. James J, Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Rev. Dennis S. Riley, Associate Pastor, Holy Angels Parish 
Rev. Patrick J, O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward R. Fialkowski, Executive Secretary, Priests' Placement Board 
Mr. Stephen F. Sidlowsl<i, Professional FitneH Revie'Ct Admiuistt'ator 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, Il. 60611 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Il. 60690 

Your Eminence, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205/5206 
1-800 994-6200 
Fax (312)751-5279 

April 7, 1994 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 6, 1994. 
The Board considered my verbal and written reports in the matter of 
the Rev. John Calicott. The Board assumed responsibility for the 
matter by conducting a First Stage Review pursuant to Article 4.9 
of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board determined that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that Rev. Calicott engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. 

As a result, the Board recommends that Rev. Calicott should be 
immediately withdrawn from his ministerial assignment. The Board 
also recommends that I should conduct further inquiry into the 
matter. 

In addition, the Board requested that I formally communicate 
in writing its determination and recommendations to Rev. Calicott 
and the persons who have come forward with allegations. 

SS/rm 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Very truly yours, 

Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the 
Review Board 

bee: Mr. John O'Malley 
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Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

ARCHDIOC. CHICAGO 

Office of Professional (312)751-5205/5206 
Fitness Review 1-800 994-6200 
1 East Superior Fax (312)751-5279 
Suite 504 
Chicago, Il. 60611 

Rev. John Calicott 
P. o. Box 455 
Mundelein, Il.· 60060 

Dear Rev. Calicott: 

April 7, 1994 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 6, 1994. 
The Board fully considered my verbal and written reports in the 
matter involving yourself. The Board assumed responsibility for 
the matter by conducting a First Stage Review pursuant to Article 
4.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board determined that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that you engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. 

As a result, the Board recommended to the Archbishop that you 
should be immediately withdrawn from your ministerial assignment. 
The Board also directed me to conduct further inquiries into the 
matter. 

Also, the Board requested that I communicate its determination 
and recommendations to you and those persons who have come forward 
with the allegations. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 
{ 5:- --- ' 

---~~~~~ 

SS/rm 

Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

cc: Rev. Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Mr. Patrick G. Reardon, Esq. 

bee: Mr. John O'Malley 
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Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, llinois 60690-1979 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional (312)751-5205/5206 
Fitness Review 1-800 994-6200 
1 East Superior Fax (312)751-5279 
Suite 504 
Chicago, Il. 60611 

April 7, 1994 

Dear -· 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 6, 1994. 
The Board fully considered my verbal and written reports in the 
matter involving Rev. John Calicott. The Board assumed 
responsibility for the matter by conducting a First Stage Review 
pursuant to Article 4.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of 
Ministry. 

The Board determined that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that Rev. Calicott engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. 

As a result, the Board recommended to the Archbishop that Rev. 
Calicott should be immediately withdrawn from his ministerial 
assignment. The Board also recommended to the Archbishop that I 
should conduct further inquiry into the matter. 

Also, the Board requested that I communicate its determination 
and recommendations to Rev. Calicott and you. 

Please know that our Assistance Minister, Ralph Bonaccorsi at 
1-312-751-8267, continues to remain available for you to contact 
should you so desire. If you have any other questions at this 
point, feel free to contact me at 1-312-751-5205 or 1-800-994-6200. 

SS/rm 

Sincerely, 

,~~ :;;;_~~~· 
Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

cc: Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister 
bee; Mr. John o~Malley 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 7, 1994 

Notice from Rev. Paprocki regarding Cardinal Bernardin's 
decision upon receipt of Review Board's determination/ 
recommendations in First Stage Review. 

Tom Paprocki called me today to inform me that he spoke with 
Cardinal Bernardin this morning. Tom said that he informed the 
Cardinal about the Review Board's determination and recommendation 
in the Board's completion of the First Stage Review in this matter 
from last night (4-6-94) . 

Tom stated that Cardinal Bernardin has fully accepted the Review 
Board's determination and recommendations. As such, Rev. John 
Calicott has been officially withdrawn from his ministerial 
assignment as pastor at Holy Angels Parish in Chicago and has been 
placed on administrative leave. 

I informed Tom Paprocki that Cardinal Bernardin will be receiving 
the formal letter very soon regarding the Review Board's 
determination and recommendation in this matter. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, Il. 60611 

Dear -· 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205/5206 
1-800 994-6200 
Fax 1-800-994-6200 

April 7, 1994 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 6, 1994. 
The Board fully considered my verbal and written reports in the 
matter involving Rev. John Calicott. The Board assumed 
responsibility for the matter by conducting a First Stage Review 
pursuant to Article 4.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of 
Ministry. 

The Board determined that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that Rev. Calicott engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. 

As a result, the Board recommended to the Archbishop that Rev. 
Calicott should be immediately withdrawn from his ministerial 
assignment. The Board also recommended to the Archbishop that I 
should conduct further inquiry into the matter. 

Also, the Board requested that I communicate its determination 
and recommendations to Rev. Calicott and you. 

Please know that our Assistance Minister, Ralph Bonaccorsi at 
1-312-751-8267, continues to remain available for you to contact 
should you so desire. If you have any other questions at this 
point, feel free to contact me at 1-312-751-5205 or 1-800-994-6200. 

Sincerely, 
~ . c-··. ~~--_A_,). (~~· 

SS/rm 

Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

cc: Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister 
bee: Mr. John QlMalley 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 8, 1994 

Phone Call to Mark Cavins - Assistant State's Attorney 

=================================================================== 

John O'Malley and I (also present was Rev. Tom Paprocki and Maria 
Salemi) called Mark Cavins and informed him that the Archdiocese 
had just withdrawn one of our priests from his parish due to 
allegations of sexual misconduct with minors by 2 now current
adults, ages 30 and 32. Mark asked who the priest is. I 
identified him and stated he was pastor of Holy Angels Parish in 
Chicago. John and I clarified that the alleged sexual misconduct 
took place at St. Ailbe Parish on the south side of Chicago 

We explained that we would be informing parish leaders at Holy 
Angels tonight and the other parishes involved over the weekend, 
and so requested that he keep it confidential until at least they 
are told. Mark noted that he would keep the matter to himself and 
that regarding the criminal statute, that the States' Attorneys 
appeared to be beyond its time restrictions. 

Yet, Mark requested he and I speak further about the matter on 
Monday 4-11-94 (although Mark said he might be out a good deal of 
that day). Mark said he will contact me when feasible, likely 
Monday, 4-11-94. 

Mark also asked if either of the two victims had contacted the 
civil authorities. I explained to him that we do provide that 
information to the alleged victims but to my knowledge, they had 
not so contacted the civil authorities. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date : 4 / 9 / 9 4 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 

brother of John Calicott, called today from 
Mississippi to tell me that Mrs. would be open to a 
conversation with the Cardinal at this time. When I spoke to 
lllllllon last Tuesday, I had proposed that as a possibility 
but he did not think it would be appropriate at that time. 

I then called the Cardinal and gave him Mrs. 
number. The Cardinal immediately called Mrs. 
then informed me how the conversation went. 

The Cardinal said that Mrs. said that John is 
totally innocent, that he would never do anything harmful to 
anybody. She was very angry at the Cardinal for removing him 
from the parish. She accused the Cardinal of a plot against 
John by the white society. The Cardinal was caught 
completely unawares and was not ready for this. When she 
asked if there were any Blacks on the Review Board, the 
Cardinal said there were not. I reminded the Cardinal that 
he had appointed a Black woman, to the 
Professional Fitness Review Board who was also a parishioner 
and a member of the APC. The Cardinal immediately called 
Mrs. back. The Cardinal said the second 
conversation was cooler and she just accepted the 
information. 

When I spoke to on Tuesday, he told me that 
he was going to inform the family. I do not know how he did 
that. He may just have informed them of the allegations and 
nothing about whether the allegations were true and what had 
happened to John previously. Another possibility is that 
Mrs. like any mother would be, is in denial about 
her son. At any rate, the Cardinal was quite shook up. 

In speaking to earlier today, I advised him 
of John's discouragement and that we did have some fear that 
he might take his own life. I told him about the shotgun 
that John had. 1111 said he would go there on Sunday night 
and get rid of that shotgun. I think that is the way to 
handle it. 
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1-ioly Narne of Mary Church 
11159 SOUTH LOOMIS STREET• CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 • AREA CODE 312 • 238-6800 

10 April, 1994 

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Your Eminence: 

This letter is to protest the manner in which the alleged 
accusations against Father John Calicott are being handled. 
These people mean well, but they are so racially and culturally 
indoctrinated as to be unable to evaluate any charges against 
Father John. 

Let me tell you what has happened. Yesterday some members of 
Holy Name of Mary and St. Ailbe were called to have the 
allegations against Father John explained to them. There were 
four white people and one African-American ( ) who 
made one statement. She never once spoke up for Father John. 
If she does not know the miracles that he has done in the Black 
community of Chicago so as to defend him, then she should be 
fired from her job for she cannot represent our community. She 
was the "token nigger" in the eyes of all the Black people 
present. 

We were asked to get a statement ready for the parishioners 
today. I was asked to send a copy of my statement to Mr. Ralph 
Bonaccorsi. I was willing to do it. However, because these 
white people did not trust us in the African-American community, 
Father Michael Bland, O.S.M. came to "spy" on what I had to say. 
How can you expect any Black person to have trust and confidence 
if this is the way we are treated. White people do not 
understan~ Black people. White people have fled the city and 
fill themselves with the garbage that is written in the daily 
papers, and without even thinking about it, they have become 
prejudiced. This act of discrimination by Father Bland was an 
example. White people do not trust Black people or their 
priests. 

But my reason for writing is to ask that Father Calicott be 
evaluated by an all-Black group of persons. It is the only way 
he can get justice. Black people have been "shuking" white 
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people for years, and this may have happened here. It is the 
feeling of the people of Holy Name of Mary that this is a set up 
job. Only Black people know Black people and really can do this 
type of evaluation. 

Mr. Bonaccorsi told us of the support which this person has in 
his charges against Father John,· but no one was al lowed to give 
a statement defending Father John, his personality and his work. 
For many young Black men, he is the only father they have ever 
known. Let Black people be the ones who decide Father John's 
future as a priest in Chicago. 

All of these white people who met with us yesterday think they 
know the Black community but they do not. They have never lived 
with Blacks. Most of them fled the city to the suburbs. How 
can they be impartial? .How can Pat O'Malley and John Canary 

have any idea of the work that Father John has done with Blacks. 

The Black press has been informed.of what happened yesterday at 
the meeting held at Holy Name of Mary. They are ready to march 
for Father John. I do not mean this as a threat, but I want you 
to know that what I have told you personally often enough, 
namely that the Catholic Church in Chicago is looked on as a 
white Church which tolerates Blacks and will be happy to close 
their schools and parishes. 

You can tell that I am upset as I write this letter. 
whom I deeply admire is hurting and in trouble. I am 
fight for him and the Black community of Chicago will 
struggle unless they feel that a "kangaroo court" has 
brought together to destroy a man among men. 

A priest 
going to 
lead this 
not been 

Since~in Christ, 

(Rev l ~ony J. Vader 

cc: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
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ii. 

April 11, 1994 

Professional Fitness 
Review Board 
Chicago Archdiocese 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Board: 

It is with much resignation that I write this letter to you on behalf of 
Father John Calicott concerning incredulous allegations against Fr. Calicott. 
This issue has come to light and yet, the alleged individual has not. 

For the past 15 years I have personally known Fr. Calicott. He served 
as assistant pastor at Holy Name of Mary Church of which I have been a 
life-long member. To accuse Fr. Calicott of such a heinous act is 
unbelievable. Fr. Calicott has shown nothing short of concern for his 
parishioners and I, as well as many others who have been blessed by Fr. 
Calicott's unending support, are beyond words to describe our feelings 
brought upon by this latest accusation. 

I am sure that Cardinal Bernadin understands the grave repercussions 
one can suffer when wrongly accused of such a reprehensible act. I feel that 
the current situation is a "witch hunt" with no substantial evidence to prove 
the accusations against Fr. Calicott. 

In the upcoming weeks, your office will be over saturated with letters 
similar to mine. We, the supporters of Fr. Calicott, intend to stand firmly 
with and behind him as he seeks to clear his name of these erroneous 
charges. It is my hope that you, as the overseeing board, will take into 
consideration the grave matter which sits before you and the irreversible 
damage these types of allegations cause. 

In the black community, a positive role model, as we have in Fr. 
Calicott, is important to the future of our children. Do not "hunt" with 
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reckless abandonment for the alleged "truth" for it may come as a surprise a 
little late and with much sorrow. 

Sincerely, 

Parishioner of 
Holy Name of Mary 

cc: 
rioseph Cardinal Bemadin' 
Reverend Anthony Vader 
Reverend John Calicott 
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PRESENTATION B.V.M. CI-IURCH 

734 SOUTH SPRINGFIELD 
CHICAGO, IL 60624 
(312) 533-2820 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Cardinal Bernardin, 

April 11, 1994 

I can never remember feeling as lowly in my outlook on the future of the 
church, especially the African American Catholic Community, as I do right 
now. It hurt when parishes were closed. A part of me died with the selling 
of Quigley South. During my first eight months as a pastor I have been 
forced to lay off long time parish ministers to meet budget demands and 
grant cuts that I was not made aware of when I agreed to become pastor 
of Presentation Church. During the last four months I have buried two 
graduates of our grade school who never made it through high school. When 
I reflect on my first seven and a half years of priesthood I find many 
scars. While I was.in the seminary I was warned that there would be many 
uphill battles to be fought if I decided to be a minister within the inner 
city and especially our African American Communities~ Racism has always 
been a disease that prevents the voiceless people of society ifurom."elV'.:er ~·.-::. 
heard. I thought I had seen and heard everything. That was until the last 
few days. Today I am truly ashamed to be a priest of this archdiocese. 

As I watched and listened to the media reports of the accusations, (as far 
as I know this is all they are at this time), I never heard or saw any 
representative of the archdiocese stand before the cameras and microphones 
to emphasize the point that these are accusations and that no criminal 
charges have bee brought forward. I understand there was a short statement 
sent out by the diocese but this is not enough. John Calicott has served 
the archdiocese in leadership roles and is responsible for the building 
up and maintaining of three very successful parishes. Holy Angels is the most 
well known Black Catholic Church in the nation. It is a church of hope to 
Black Catholics throughout the country. Why couldn't you or one of our 
other bishops remind the media of all the good·that John has done over the 
years? Didn't the clergy rally around you when your credibility and rep
utation were at stalce? The entire country is going to be watching and 
judging. How much longer can the Black Catholic Church survive if there 
is .. no sign of support for priests who put their lives on the line daily 
in the service of God and the growth of the Archdiocese of Chicago? 
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I will not be silent in my support of John Calicott and my displeasure in 
the manner with which this matter'.'has been handled. I replaced John at Holy 
Name of Mary shortly after he became pastor of Holy Angels. My time there 
was very satisfying due to many of the programs and ministries that John 
had put in place. I was amazed at the involvement and leadership skills 
that many of the young people had in various church ministries. This was au;~ 
result of John's encouragement and determination to build a future for the 
church. 

While I was in the college and major seminary I was very aware of John's 
love for the church and community. I never worked directly with him but I 
always seemed to run into him and people whose lives had been formed by his 
stern but caring example. John knew that I had an interest in ministering 
in the Black Community and he encouraged me to follow through with this 
interest. He has been a mentor to many and a strong male .figure for more 
successful young men than you could possibly imagine. 

I find it very disturbing that these accusations have come up at a time 
when we are looking for new auxiliary bishops to be brought forward that 
represent the best interests and concerns of our community. Our Black 
Catholic Community feels that at the current time there is no other priest 
who speaks more sincerely or knowledgeably about the issues and lives of thie 
community than John Calicott. John has always been there for the church. He 
doesn't take sabbaticals or run away for long periods of time. He is a people 
orientated person who understands and speaks the language of the common man. 
At the same time he demonstrates his tremendous knowledge and wisdom by his 
insightful sermons, retreats and other programs he is involved with. In my 
opinion it is no coincidence that these "accusations" are corning forward 
at a time when our churches in the Black community are voiceless due to 
the recent lossesof our bishops, schools, parishes and grants. John would 
not be silent on any issue that would affect the betterment of his people. 
The timing of these accusations and the lack of response from the diocese 
has our community wondering if there is a plot to bring John Calicott down 
so that he will not be able to assume a position that would make the diocese 
listen to the true concerns of the "voiceless". 

In conclusion I want to make it clear that I am very angry with the way 
John Calicott has been removed from Holy Angels and abandoned by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. I understand that when a person makes an accusation 
as serious as this they can not be ignored. I also understand that we are 
suppose to be Christians not only in the way we treat our congregations, but 
also in the way we treat 'each other. This situation has caused me to wonder 
if the Archdiocese really wants to be a force in the Black Community or 
not. The way John Calicott is being discarded is the way many Black Catholics 
have felt for a long time now. · 

Sinc~JaOQ 
Father Tom Walsh 
Presentation Church 
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Monday 11 April 1994 

The Reverend John W. Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Dear John, 

222 oouth Third 6treet 
Belleville. lllinois 62220 

Words are very cheap in moments such as these. I want my words to be 
brief but my prayers for you, for your family and friends will be deep and 
constant. I know that this is probably the most painful episode you've ever 
faced in your life. I want to stand with you in your sorrow and to support 
you with my prayers. 

~elieve me, I know, -frpm even my brief§e_ryi_ce .i.n ~~lleville, what this can 
do to a person's life· and to the lives ·of those who still love him ·and care 
for him. I hope. that you don't forget those things, John. You have done 
wonderful and generous things for a great many people. They have not 
forgotten. My prayer for you is that you will find the strength to face the 
consequences of this trial and to seek the help and the support that will 
allow you to move beyond this particular moment of suffering and all of 
the moments that may have preceded it. 

I stand as your brother and friend in prayerful union with you. 

Fraternally yours In Christ, 

+Wilton D. Gregory, S.L.D., 
Bishop .of Belleyi!le _ .. 

P.S. If i.here is anythl~~ that)·~.~Jl ~o,Jo._help~or supp<?rt,you,_ pJease just 
call or write! · ·. · 
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.. ~~ April 11, 1994 

Professional Fitness 
Review Board 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Sirs, 

I am writing this letter on behalf of the accusations against Reverend John 
Calicott. I find these accusations and the treatment of Fr. Calicott, reprehensible 
and unnecessary. 

I have been a member of Holy Name of Mary Church for over 35 years, 
and of these years I have known Fr. Calicott for 15. In those 15 years, I have 
grown to hold Fr. Calicott in high esteem; not only as a pastor of the church, but 
as a friend. He has shown my family a lot of love and support. 

I am prepared, as well as other parishioners, to pledge my unconditional 
support of Fr. Calicott and his unquestionable character. 

In closing, please take into account the dire consequences of the pending 
accusations. We believe in Fr. Calicott and his innocence. Don't unjustly and 
unfairly accuse a man of such a horrible crime. It would be to all those 
concerned for Fr. Calicott to be vindicated, otherwise the parishioners will suffer 
by the condemnation of Fr. Calicott. 

I 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 75Hl220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

To: 

cc: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Steve, 

MEMORANDUM 

Steve Sidlowski, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 

April 11, 1994 

Reverend John Calicott 

As the Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board, I am writing to confirm 
that Cardinal Bernardin has accepted the recommendations of the Review Board 
concerning Reverend John Calicott described in your letter to His Eminence dated 
April 7, 1994 following completion of the First Stage Review at the Review 
Board's meeting on April 6, 1994. 

The Cardinal has written to Father Calicott to inform in writing of his 
decision accepting the Review Board's determination and recommendations. A copy 
of this letter placing Father Calicott on administrative leave has been sent to 
you separately for your records. 

The work of the Review Board and yourself in this difficult matter is very 
much appreciated. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, Il. 60611 

Dear-, 

Post Office Boll 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205/5206 
1-800 994-6200 
Fax (312)751-5279 

April 11, 1994 

As we had discussed by phone the other day, -- I just 
wanted to send along to you (formally) informatio~ how to 
contact the civil authorities should you ever so desire. 

Please know that you are under absolutely no obligation to 
sign the enclosed form, but if you should want to sign it and 
return it, please mail it to me at the above address. 

I hope things are going as well as can be expected at this 
point, As you well know, Ralph Bonaccorsi at Victim 
Assistance Ministry certainly remains available to you at 1-312-
751-8267 should you seek such assistance in dealing with this 
situation. 

If you have any questions for me at any time, please feel free 
to call at the numbers listed above. 

SS/rm 

Enc. 

Sincerely, .. 
c::;. \ . ·' J • 

~~ 
Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have a right to report accusations of child abuse to the 
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services. (The 
Department of Children and Family Services "hotline" telephone 
number is 1-800 252-2873). You also have a right to report such_ 
accusations to the State's Attorney's office or other law 
enforcement agencies. (The Cook County State's Attorney's 
telephone number is (312) 443-5440; the Lake County State's 
Attorney's telephone number is (708) 360-6644). If you have any 
questions as to how to make such a report you may refer those 
questions to the Department of Children and Family Services or the 
State's Attorney's office. 

**************** 

I have read and understand the above notice. A representative 
of the Archdiocese has given me a copy of the Department of 
Children and Family Services brochure describing the child abuse 
reporting laws. The representative of the Archdiocese whose name 
appears below has not di~couraged me in any way from reporting to 
the authorities. 

Date Signature 

Print Name 

I presented this "Important Notice" and a copy of the 
Department of Children and Family services brochure describing the 
child abuse reporting laws to the person whose printed name and 
signature appear above, on the date indicated in this document. 

f- II -rf ~(~~<£ 
Signature Date 

"-\-b v< ,~,}. __ la0::, ,l r. 
Print Name 

Ir~ S"r 1& .. ., .... ( F,+>ie<;s; 
f?..~v,'~w Arf.;,,,..;,,;s+r,,..·iur 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Maria Salemi. Bob Quakenbush or 
Mary McDonough 
3121751-8227 or 751-7999 Ext. 8227 

STATEMENT OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
RE: Re". John ·w. Calicott 

April 11, 1994 

Allegations concerning sexual misconduct with minors have arisen involving Rev. 
John W. Calicott, pastor of Holy Angels Parish, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd. The alleged 
misconduct was said to have occurred in 1976. The Archdiocese. placed Fr. Calicott on 
administrative leave, effective immediately. 

The matter was first reported to the Arcpdiocese' s Vicar for Priests Office on 
Thursday, March 31, 1994. That sam~ day, the Vicar for Priests Office referred the matter 
to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

In accordance with archdiocesan policies, the Archdiocesan Professional Fitness 
Review Board met, on Wednesday, April 6, 1994. The Board recommended that Fr. Calicon 
be placed on administrative leave and Cardinal Bernardin has accepted the recommendation. 

Fr. Calicott will remain on administrative leave under archdiocesan supervision 
pending the outcome of further proceedings. 

Parish leadership had been informed last week about the allegations and the 
administrative leave. Parishioners were informed at the first opportunity, during masses 
during the weekend of ·April 9-10, 1994. 

Rev. Dennis Riley, associate pastor of Holy Angels, is responsible for the 
administration of the parish in the absence of Fr. Calicott. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a phone call to Victim IP from Steve Sidlowski, Administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, on April 11, 1994, in which 
Victim IP tells Mr. Sidlowski that he (Victim IP) is disappointed in how the Archdiocese is 
processing his and Victim IN's allegations of sexual abuse by Fr. John Calicott when Victim IP 
and Victim IN were minors. Victim IP wants the Archdiocese to clarify that only one victim 
actually came forward, and that he (Victim IP) only acknowledged abuse by Fr. Calicott when 
asked to corroborate Victim IN's allegation. 
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Phone Call From Assistant State's Attorney Mark Cavins: 4-11-94 

- He wants names of victims. No reason to doubt my information 
but ... 

- Statute of Limitations is blown; they want to ask victims: Do 
you want to talk to us? If no, the case is closed. If yes, we'll 
give them a call. 

- "I'm entirely doubtful about these delayed disclosures.'' (i.e. 
people who wait years to report) . 

- Oral sex/more than once - he (M.C.) asked me (S.S.) basic nature 
of allegation and this is what I acknowledged. 

- S.S. told him that he would call him tomorrow, al though I 
explained the prior commitment to speak in Kalamazoo, Mich. 
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CALICOTT 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OCCice of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, llllnols 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Reverend Dennis S. Riley 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear Father Riley: 

April 11, 19945 

As we discussed last week, due to the Administrative Leave of Father John 
W. Calicott, Pastor of Holy Angels Parish, the Parish is in need of a Parochial 
Administrator. In accord with canons 539 and 540, and by special mandate of the 
Archbishop, I hereby appoint you as Parochial Administrator of Holy Angels 
Parish. This appointment is effective immediately and will continue for the 
duration of Father Calicott's Administrative Leave as Pastor. Attached are our 
Archdiocesan Guidelines for Administrators of Parishes. 

As Parochial Administrator, you are asked to work closely with the Dean, 
Reverend James J. Martin. · · 

Dennis, I am confident that you will fulfill this office with competence 
and compassion and that the staff and parishioners will support you in your 
responsibility during this difficult time. Be assured of my own availability, 
if I can be of assistance. 

With every best wish, I remain 

a·~:~~ ;z .<J 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~9·~· 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

cc: Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Reverend Edward R. Fialkowski, Executive Secretary, Archdiocesan Priests' 

Placement Board 
be: Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
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Joseph Cardinal Bernadin 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Dear Cardinal Bernadin, 

This letter is a plea that you exercise your considerable 

power wisely, objectively, and compassionately in resolving' 

the situation invo lving Father John Calicott. 

It is extremely difficult to understand why Father John was 

removed from his parish at a time when he most needed the love 

and support of his parishioners. Our legal systems' policy is 

"innocent until proven guilty." Why does the Church adopt 

the opposite policy of "guilty until proven innocent."? This 

policy impacts on Father John's reputation. It also impacts 

negatively on other priests waiting for the next witch-hunt! 

Surely, Cardinal you can identify with the need people under-

going tremendous stress have for support. 

I also want to plead that Father John's evaluative 

committee be representative, that is, includes black~, lay or 

priestly. Some years ago when I was a member of St. Thaddeus 

and a rift developed in the church, Father John was sent to 

mediate: It was important to the parishioners that we had a 

blac k priest, Father John, to listen to us and to evaluate. 

I would want no less for him! 
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The eyes of the entire black Catholic community are observing 

this situation and praying for your exemplary leadership. 

Member~-Holy Name of Mary 

Catholic Church 
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·6 Section ·2 . 
Chicago Tribune, Tuesday, April 12, 1994 

Priest charged in sex abuse case 
:; plac.ed on leave by archdiocese 

: : : : By Michael Hirsley 
. . : . TRIBU_NE RELIGION WRITER 

· · · Sexual abuse· allegations dating 
. back to 1976 have led to the re· 
- · moval of Rev. John Calicott as 
· .. pastor of Holy Angels Catholic 
.. Church, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
. Calicott becomes the 20th priest 

· · to be removed from a Chicago 
: · · archdiocese parish since July 
: : : 1991, according to church officials .. 

. . Parishioners at Holy Angels 
·: · : were notified during services over 
: · : · the weekend that Calicott was 
·: .: : being placed on administrative 
: : : : leave "effective immediately.'~ 

Calicott, who succeeded Rev. 
: : : George Clements as pastor of the 

· ... South Side church two years ago, 
was charged with sexual miscon
duct in two separate allegations 

: · : by two adult males, according to 
· · an archdiocesan spokesman. He 

' said both accusers were minors at 
· the time of the alleged misconduct 

. . 18 years ago .. 
. In removing Calicott, Cardinal 

: : -Joseph Bernardin was acting on 
· · the recommendation of the Arch· 

diocesan Professional Fitness Re· 
view Board 

The matter was first reported 

Mar. 31 to the office of Rev. Pat
rick O'Malley, archdiocesan vicar ' 
for priests. That office turned the 
investigation over to Profe~sional 
Fitness Review Administrator Ste
phen Sidlowskl 

marks the beginning of a long-de
layed trial in Oshkosh, Wis., iri 
which Rev. Norbert Maday faces 
sexual misconduct charges involv· · 
inq two former altar boys. 

When the allegations surfaced · 
two years ago, Maday was re
moved as associate pastor of St. 

Sidlowski brought the matter to 
the archdiocese's nine-member re
view board last Wednesday. The 
board then recommended Calicott 
be removed as pastor at Holy 
Angels. 

· Jude the Apostle parish in South 
Holland 

May 2 is the scheduled trial date · 
for a clvil court case in Cook 

"Father Calicott will remain on County, in which Rev. Robert · 
administrative leave under archdi· Lutz, pastor of Sl Norbert parish 
ocesan supervision pending the in Northbrook, and a former · 
outcome of further proceedings," school principal at the parish are 
according to an archdiocesan charged with sexual and physical 
statement released Monday in re- abuse of a minor. 

· sponse to an· inquiry about · Also on May 2, a status hearing 
Calicott's removal. No formal is scheduled for the case in which 
charges have been brought against .· criminal sex\lal abuse charges 
him. have been brought against Rev. 

Rev. Dennis Riley, associate pas- Ralph Strand, former pastor of Sl 
tor of Holy Angels, will assume Francis Borgia parish, 8033 W. · 
administrative leadership of the Addison St. 
parish in Calicott's absence. The Strand, like Maday, was placed 
parish issued no public statement on administrative leave. Lutz re
in response the the archdiocese's mains as pastor of his parish. 

. action. Archdiocesan policy says ac-
The removal of Calicott comes cused priests will be removed if · 

at a time when the issue of clergy · the review deems their continued 
sexual abuse is again simmering presence threatens the safety of 

. in the archdiocese. This week children. · ,·. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Present: 

VADER: 

PFLEGER: 

MARTIN: 

IVERS: 

FURLAN: 

SUMMARY OF 
MEETING WITH PASTORS 

APRIL 12, 1994 
REV. JOHN W. CALICOTT 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Cardinal Bernardin, Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Rev. Patrick J. 
O'Malley, Rev. John F. Canary, Rev. Michael L. Pfleger, Rev. John S. 
Breslin, Rev. Anthony J, Vader, Rev. Dennis S.Riley, Rev. Michael J, 
Furlan, Rev. James J. Martin, Rev. John L. Harvey, Rev. Michael T. 
Ivers, Bishop John R. Gorman, Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Comparison with Cardinal's case. Why is this different? Why 
wasn't Cardinal removed? 

Why wasn't name of accuser given? 

Father Paprocki said Father Vader was trying to introduce 
racial element. 

What are rights of accused priest? 

We are unchristian and unprofessional in this process. 

Church must be model for the world. Where is redemptive God? 

Process is wrong; it is flawed. Should be opportunity to hear 
parishioners when accusation is made. 

8. Is our job to get help or punishment? Why not get all 
wrongdoing out in the public, e.g., financial misconduct, 
racism, etc. 

9. 

10. 

Concern about civil law impact on all this. Can 
guilty/sinners turn the negative into a positive way to help 
others? 

Would like to know as much as possible about facts/what took 
place. 

11. Nobody removed has been put back. 

12. Calicott had been viewed as potential bishop. 

13. Removal seems to be final; you never see the man again. 

14. Looks for support to John. His absence will be devastating. 
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BRESLIN: 

HARVEY: 

RILEY: 

CARDINAL 
BERNARDIN: 

15. Old cases should allow for possibility of redemption; 
charge/cure. 

16. Protecting the faithful: are we being too paternalistic by 
removing the priest? What if parishioners don't think there 
is a risk? What if parishioners are willing to accept the 
risk? 

17. 

18. 

19. 

Focus for whole: accused and victims. 

Concern about community; impact on vocations. 

Should have taken more time with the process. 

Values at stake: 

a. Protection of children 
b. Rights of accused, alleged victim & parish community 

(e.g., privacy, good name, confidentiality) 
c. Concern not to chill bona fide complaints, i.e., 

deter true victims. 

OUTCOME OF THIS MEETING: 

1. Ask Review Board to make further inquiries in this case with 
parish communities. 

2. Take a look at process to see how it could be improved. 

3. Pastoral outreach of Cardinal Bernardin to Black community. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 4/12/94 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 

The intervention team met with the leadership people of Holy 
Angels parish on 4/8/94 at 7:30 PM. Fr. Dennis Riley made 
the introduction. Fr. Paprocki then read the Archdiocesan 
statement. The reaction was immediate and very emotional. 

People were very angry, sad, hurt. The large group of 
parishioners, about 28-30 people, were very articulate in 
their response and very affirmative and supportive of Fr. 
Calicott. I took handwritten notes of things that were said 
at the meeting and have them in Fr. Calicott's file. I will 
not put them on the PC since it will take too long. 

In the end, the leadership group agreed to meet or to inform 
the people at Holy Angels at the weekend Masses of April 9 
and 10. Fr~ Riley was to make the announcement. The 
leadership people would be on hand to discuss it with anyone. 

The people wanted the Cardinal to come out to make a visit 
and he should do that in the future. I will need to see that 
gets set up soon. The question of whether he should go to 
Holy Name of Mary and to st. Ailbe's also needs to be 
discussed. 

The intervention team offered help in the school or in 
whatever way it would be possible to help parents and 
children and parishioners of Holy Angels. 

The meeting was stormy. In their emotions, some people made 
some very rash statements. Others countered these rash 
statements and called for logic and a Christian way of 
approaching the problems. 

Over all, the people felt he should not have been removed 
from the parish beforehand. Some said it was another 
indication of the white church trying to get the black 
church. It was a very difficult meetin 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 4 / 12 / 9 4 
Re: John Calicott 

Fr. -?"ohn~ with Fr. Calicott~n Saturda 
morning ............... I haMMs oken to 
John's brot~, that morning. had in orme me t at 
Mrs.llwould appreciate a ca from the Cardinal. The 
Cardinal did call her and she was very angry and denied that 
her son would do anything like this. It was a difficult 
call. I informed Fr. Calicott's brother of our fear of John 
hurting himself. I informed him about the instrument that 
Fr. John had. He said that on Sunday night he would go to 
John's room and remove it. One other person who knew was 
1111 .. 111111111, a good friend of John's who also works on the 
~am with him. John shared his full story with 
............ on Wednesday of the past week. He had also 
shared it with Sr. Sarah and later we found out he had shared 
it with Fr. Michael Pfleger. 

Canary and I talked to John about several subjects. John 
told us very emotionally that he is totally against the 
process. He feels that his people have been hurt badly. We 
talked to John about his own feelings about his life and 
whether he feels too discouraged at this time. He indicated 
to us that he does not. While he is very angry at the 
process, John said that he would do what the Church asks him 
to do. He is very angry at the Cardinal now, although it is 
not personal but is more aimed at the procedures involved in 
the situation. 

On Sunday, April 10, unbeknownst to us, Calicott went to a 
meeting of the vicariate at St. Thomas the Apostle. He was 
not dressed in clericals and he got in the pulpit and told 
people that he had been removed and that he was categorically 
against the procedures. He said nothing about innocence or 
guilt. He seemed to indicate during his talk that he had 
looked upon women in the 13th vicariate different than 
others. The intimation for two who listened to him was that 
his problem would be with women and not with men if it was 
with anyone at all. Fr. Clements was at that meeting to talk 
on One Church One Addict program. He then called upon the 
people to support Fr. John. All prayed for him. There were 
some racist innuendos in what was said, namely that the white 
church was out to get the good young leadership of the black 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 54:3 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

church. This meeting was reported to us by two people who 
were present that day. 

I spoke to Fr. Calicott on Monday evening, April 11. On this 
day his name and picture had appeared on TV. I asked him how 
he was and how he was faring. He seemed to be in a calm 
mood. I asked during the course of our conversation about 
the Sunday meeting. He said that he had gone to it because 
he felt that he needed to talk to his people but was not 
allowed to go to the parish. He knew that many people from 
Holy Angels would be present at that meeting. He also felt 
that he was not forbidden to go to a deanery session even 
though he was forbidden to say Mass or preach publicly. John 
felt that he was trying to diffuse the issue and put the 
blame on the procedures and not on the Cardinal personally. 
I asked him not to do that again. He said he would cooperate. 

John said that h~ever we asked, but he asked if 
he might stay at ............ rather than go tollllllllllll 
In my conversation with the Cardinal later on in the evening, 
I mentioned this and told him that we would probably discuss 
it on Tuesday, April 12. I told John i~our tele hone 
conversation that I would drop over to and see 
him at 2:30 on Tuesday to let him know w a our wisdom is in 
this matter. 

While John says he is not going to "disappear into a hole, or 
become passive in this matter and is going to fight the 
procedures, he will cooperate with the Archdiocese in 
whatever we ask him to do." 

On 4/12/94, John Canary and I met with 
On our recommendation, he agreed to go to 
discussed various 11ssibilities to take place after 

, but could not be concrete because of 
the role of the FRBD. John said he would like to see the 
Cardinal before he goes. I said it would be arran ed. Br. 
Dennis will be contactin John Calicott. 
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Prie§l ~ite.:<-7, 
removed as pastor 

Sexual abuse allegations dating 
back to 1976 have led to the re
moval of Rev. John Calicott as 
pastor of Holy Angels Catholic 
Church, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 

Calicott became the 20th priest 
,o ,pe removed from a Chicago 
rchdiocese parish since J)llY 

1991, according to church of'flci 
Parishioners at Holy Angels 

were notified during services over 
the weekend that Calicott was 
being placed on administrative 
leave "effective immediately." 

Calicott was charged with sexu
al misconduct in two separate 
allegations by two adult males, ac
cording to an archdiocesan 
spokesman. The spokesman said 
both accusers were minors at the 
time of the alleged misconduct 18 
years ago. 
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Pastor of Holy ··Angels 
Accused of Sex Abuse···. 

' 

By Scott Fornek · 
and Philip Franchine 

Staff Writers · 

The pastor of Holy An
gels Parish has been ac
cused of sexual misconduct 

- \vith minors-. by two grown 
.men .· who say they were 
abused 18 years ago while 
the priest was assigned to 
another church, the Chicago. 
archdiocese said. Monday. 

The accused Roman 
Catholic priest, the Rev. 
John W. Calicott, was 
placed on administrative 
leave last week. after the 
unidentified men made the 
allegatfons, said Bob Qua
kenbush, an ·archdiocesan 
spokesman. 

"No suggestions should . 
be made of guilt or inno
cence based · on his being 
placed on administrative. 
leave," Quakenbush said. 
"We have received no other 
allegations regarding him 
prior to this." 

Calicott, 46, has been pas
tor of Holy Angels Parish, 
607 E. Oakwood Blv·d .. since 

...................... -...........,Hnmm;;;;;I 

j0HN H. WHITE I SUN· TIMES 

'The Rev. John W. Calicott took over as pastor at Holy·· 
Angels Church, shown in this 1991 photo, shortly after 
the church at 605 E. Oakwood .was rebuilt thaf year. 

pened in 1976, when they 
were minors. · 

At that time, Calicott was 
an associate pastor at St. 
Ailbe's Roman Catholic 
Church, 9015 S. Harper, his 
first assignment as a priest. 
But it's not clear if the men 
have alleged. the·y wer"' 
Hhlli;;P.N At thi:> n,., .. ;.,,l,. A •. _ 

"We're going · from one 
extreme to the other-from 
complete cover-up for years 
to you're automatically, 
guilty and ·picked up and 
moved out," said Pfleger, 

_pastor of St. Sabina's, 1210 
W. 78th Pl. . 

"He has brought credibij-:..._ __ ... .. . . . 

The nine-member pahel · 
considers whether "there is • 

;reasonable cause" that chil- : 
dren might be at risk. 

Joseph Cardinal · Bernar- · 
diu accepted the recommen:. 
dation: The boara~now rnust 

· recon~1ncnd whether or not 
Calicott should return to his 
ministry. , 

Prosecutors ·will review· 
the archdiocese's findings to 

·determine if ·criminal 
charges are warranted, said 
a spokesman for the Gook 
County state's attorney.·. 

Calicott was ordained in 
1974 after graduating from . 
St. Mary of the Lake Semi
nary,. in Mundelein, officials 
said. He was associate pas
tor at St. Ailbe's until 1980 
when he was moved to Holy 
Name of Mary Church, 
11159 S. Loomis. He next 
replaced Clements, whc) .cru
saded for adoption and 
against .drugs and now· runs 
a drug rehabilitation pro
gram ·out. of _Washington, 
D.C. 
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April 13, 1994 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Chancery Office 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
FAX 337-6379 

His Eminence Cardinal Bernardin: 

Since our initial meeting with Archdiocese representatives on Friday, April 8, the Pastoral 
Council and other church leadership of Holy Angels have met several times to discuss the 
issues surrounding the placement of our Pastor, Father John Calicott, on administrative 
leave. Based on our analysis of these issues, the Pastoral Council now believes that the 
actions taken against Father Calicott are extreme and unnecessary. Consequently, the 
Pastoral Council is requesting to meet with you immediately to discuss these actions. 

We are requesting this meeting with you at your earliest possible convenience. Please 
contact me at , Pastoral 
Council Vice President at to schedule the 
meeting. 

We thank you in advance for your attention to this very important matter. 

President 
Holy Angels Pastoral Council 

~
~;!./-%. 

.. 

J11M 
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April 13, 1994 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Chancery Office 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
FAX 337-6379 

His Eminence Cardinal Bernardin: 

clfp ~,;...~ 
~(~/ 
7~ "!J-tft1 
~~iJi;,,) 

$.~ 

Since our initial meeting with Archdiocese representatives on Friday, April 8, the Pastoral 
Council and other church leadership of Holy Angels have met several times to discuss the 
issues surrounding the placement of our Pastoi; Father John Calicott, on administrative 
leave. Based on our analysis of these issues, the Pastoral Council now believes that the 
actions taken against Father Calicott are extreme and unnecessary. Consequently, the 
Pastoral Council is requesting to meet with you immediately to discuss these actions. 

meeting. 

our earliest possible convenience. Please 
Pastoral 

, to schedule the 

We thank you in advance for your attention to this very important matter. 

President 
Holy Angels Pastoral Council 

AOC 009833 



AOC 009834 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 
Office of Assistance Ministry 

TO: 

cc: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

Memorandum 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

Ralph Bonaccorsi ffe 

Request for Process Explanation 

April 13, 1994 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751 - 8256/8267 
(312) 751- 8307 (Fax) 

I received a phone call today from Rev. James Martin, pastor at St. Benedict the 
African. He has requested that someone be present at the Deanery 10 meeting to explain the 
process of removing a priest when an allegation is received. The meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, May 10, 1994 in the evening -- 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. This meeting is for the parish 
and deanery leadership. 

I don't think I would be the appropriate person, or for that matter the most 
knowledgeable person on the process available. Would you, or Pat, be more appropriate and 
are you available? You could call Jim directly or I could make that contact on your behalf. 

Please give me a call if you would like to discuss this further. 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 13, 1994 

Phone 
could not remember the 

last two digits to the number) 
=================================================================== 
I attempted to call Mr. today in that 
suggested him as someone who could confirmllllllllallegati6n and 
would also likely acknowledge how had described that John 
Calicott had allegedly attempted to perform oral sex on llllyears 
ago as well. I looked up the three digit number for the 1111 area 
code. The Village listed is , Il. I called Directory 
Assistance. I was told that there is a listing of that name but 
unfortunately it is a non-published number. 
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MEMO 
TO: PFR-13 

FROM: Steve Sidlowski 

DATE: April 13, 1994 

RE: Attempted phone call to 

=================================================================== 
I attempted to call at , the number 
which Mr. 111111 provided me with. A woman wit~ype 
accent answered and upon my asking to speak to ~, I 
was told "You have the wrong number. " I again asked if there is an 

who lives there at that number or who can be reached 
at this number and the person responded firmly "No." 
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Phone Call To Ralph Bonaccorsi: 

- He spoke to - yesterday. 
guesses he should have known it might come to this. 
angry. He felt people will figure out it was him and 

occur. 

- He did not say he had an attorney. 

4-13-94 

- he 
He was not -

Phone Call to 4-13-94 
(Per 4-12-94 message to Rita M. identified himself as attorney for 

- S.S. told him how the policies are based on confidentiality. He 
responded "Well, that's the issue." 

~o S.S.'s question that he had identified himself as 
~ attorne~ " " as he referred to himself, 
acknowledged that he is ttorney. "I could fax you my 
card. I'll have to talk to again and see how he wants to 
proceed." He asked for and S.S. provided Office fax#. 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 13, 1994 

Phone call to -
(Fr.11111 work~St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in 
Mundelein, Il.) 

There was no answer. I left a message with the secretary forlllll 
to please return my call as soon as possible. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Omet for £uwc Mlnlat!W: 

DlrwctOr 
Alri~Ameriun Consulranl 
All1n•Aflltrtean CoNultant 
Euto~Amertean Co"'ulta11t 
Hiapanl~Ammun Cont.ultant 

Dear Pastor: 

. April 13, 1994 

By now you have heard the news that ow brother, Fr. John Calicott, has been accused of sexual 
misconduct and placed on administraJive leave from his position as pastor of Holy Angels 
Church. It is our understanding from representatives of the Archdiocese that the invcstigmive 
process could take up to six monJhs. 

As you know, Father Calicott has done so much for the African-American community. He has 
spoke.n ouJ for us when he held the positions of dean and vicar. He has helped so many of our 
young people and had many of ow young men open to prie.stliood through his talks at retreais 
and revivals. It is time for us to come together to support and pray for him during this trying 
time. 

The Advisory Board for the African-American Conrultant of the Ethnic Ministries Office it 
asking thaJ prayers for Fa1her John and tbose mqking tlie_Q.J.leg<Mk>.ns.against .him be offered at 
m'1l. Mass said at your Church until this matter has been settled Please add a special petition 
for· Fr. John at each Sunday Mass. If there is a prayer group at your parish, please ask them 
to include Fr. John in their prayers. 

Yow parishioners are invited to attend a Prayer V1g11 for .Fr. John which will be held aJ St. 
Ambrose Church on Wednesday, April 27, 1994 aJ 7.·00 p.m. St. Ambrose is located at 1012 
E. 47th Street in Chicago. Your parishioners can send cards and letters of suppol1 to Fr. 
Calicott in care of Holy Angels. They will be forwarded to him. 

Your Sisters in Christ, 

Dr. Opal Easter Smith 
Advisory Board Chairperson 

Mn. Shella Adams 
African-American Consultant 
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from a 4-13-94 

Please call me regarding Fr. John Calicott. 

4-14-94 - called again and spoke to AA Rita 
Mongan in that Steve S. was tied-up in calls regarding the States' 
Attorney. She explained that she has four sons who went through 
Holy Name of Mary Parish School. Fr. John C. was strict - maybe 
that's what his accusers hold against him, she surmises. 

"I think they (the accusers) are lying," she said. "I questioned 
all my boys and they said he (John C.) never touched them 
improperly and never heard of anyone say he did anything. " Her son 
said that John Calicott used to spank the boys out in the woods so 
"someone would have said something" if there was anything going on, 
she feels. 

In her view, "Fr. John is a holy man. He even kept women at 
length" - you know like "I am a man but also a priest." 

RM explained procedures and Review Board. She thanked RM but asked 
for ss to call her. She said she was "told" to call Mr. Sidlowski. 

(NOTE: Steve S. attempted a call back to 
14-94: no answer). 

on 4-
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1-loly Narne of Mary Church 
11159 SOUTH LOOMIS STREET • CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 • AREA CODE 312 • 238-6800 

14April, 1994 

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Your Eminence: 

Thank you so very much for calling the meeting of 12 April for 
all of us to air our thoughts about John Calicott and also about 
the process which takes place when a priest is accused of sexual 
misconduct. 

The full realization of your kindness hit me only yesterday when 
my close buddy, Ray Goedert, asked why I forced you to come to 
such a meeting when the same is not done for every other priest 
who is accused. When I told him that you and Jack Gorman called 
the meeting, then Ray (with his obedient self) said nothing. 
However, then it occured to me how gracious you were at that 
time and always. 

After the meeting I told you that we will have a prayer vigil 
for John Calicott this coming Tuesday night, 19 April. You are 
more than welcome. 

The same question keeps coming up about why John and not you 
being taken from your offices in the diocese. You may want to 
speak on the issue. I certainly will if you have other plans 
and programs for that evening. I will also let everyone know 
how kind you were to us priests the other day. 

Your concern for us and not for yourself keeps coming through to 
all of us and my respect for you grows daily. 

Sin~e!y in Christ 

(Rev~)~hony J. Vader 

P.S. Do not get excited when Mike Pfleger talks of leaving the 
Catholic Church. He has talked this way for years and has not taken any steps 

to leave Mother Church. 
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MEMO 
TO: PFR-13 

FROM: Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

DATE: April 14, 1994 

RE: Phone Call to Rev. - { 

I contacted Rev. 111111111111 in that had identified him 
as a person who he had shared details of his allegation of sexual 
misconduct against John Ca icott when - was a seminarian at 
Niles College Seminary. had stated that he had been in 
recent contact with an he assented to having me contact 
111111111111 in that was quite sure that- would be willing to 
confirm the allegation as he had communicated it to 111111111111 at the 
time and/or since then. 

I explained to - that the above was the purpose of my call. 
By this time, the John Calicott withdrawal from his parish-matter 
had become public and had been broadcast all over the media so I 
did not need to explain that the call involved John Calicott. 
However,~d specify that I was calling regarding .......... 
and howlllllllllllllll had described to me when he came forw~ 
allegation against John Calicott that was familiar with 
the details of - allegation and how had suggested I 
could talk to lllllllas someone who could confirm the details of 
-allegation against John Calicott. 

After explaining the above to ~' he stated that "I'm going to 
have to listen. It might mean that I have to consult" a canon 
lawyer or other person before lllwould speak with me further. 

I then went on to describe to 111111111111 the basic information that 
-.........had provided to me i.e. that John Calicott had 
~ual misconduct with iilliiiwhen he was a minor and how 
it began in approximately 7th grade on a camping trip in Canada and 
then continued for approximately two years in John Calicott' s 
private rectory quarters. I also stated how noted 
that there was another person who he shared the allegation with at 
the time and that the second person,~suggested, had also been 
victimized sexualf bf John Calicott as a minor, and that the 
second person, had confirmed both - allegation 
and that he, too, had been victimized by John Calicott himself. 

I wanted to ensure that llllllllllllwas aware that John Calicott had 
already been withdrawn from his ministerial assignment by Cardinal 
Bernardin following the recommendations of the Review Board in the 
First Stage Review. Ill was fully aware of that situation. 
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- assured me he will re-contact me soon - perhaps later 
today, if not 4-15-94 with his further input/position about our 
possible further conversation. 

4-15-94 
Phone Call from Rev. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a phone call from Victim IN to Steve Sidlowski, Administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, on April 14, 1994, in which 
Victim IN expresses his anger that the State's Attorney contacted him and that the Holy Angels 
parish community seems to know his identity as well as that of the other man who accused Fr. 
John Calicott of minor sexual abuse just by knowing the year of the abuse (1976). 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

) 
/ 

/" 
Fi~ PFR-13 

/ 
Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

April 14, 1994 
\ 
\Phone Call to Rev. 

- S.S. left message at St. James Parish - Sauk Village, Il. 

- St. Rosalie Parish: (-) . I received a call 
back from a priest (Rev. ?) from St. James who informed me 
that is now at St. Rosalie. I called both #'s provided 
twice - there was no answer. 

MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

April 25, 1994 

RE: Phone Conversation with Rev. 
Rosalie Parish in Harwood Heights, 
or-. 

I attempted to contact on 4-21-94. I left a message with 
the secretary at St. Rosalie Parish for him to call me sometime 
soon. He called back and left a voice mail message on 4-21-94 
although I had already left for the day. 

I then re-initiated contact with on 4-22-94 and we spoke 
about this matter. I thoroughly explained to the purpose of 
my call in that there was a person who had come forward with an 
allegation of sexual misconduct against an Archdiocesan priest and 
had identified as a person with whom he had at least 
shared some t e of information regardin the situation, many years 
ago , 
regarding the sexual misconduct by t is particular priest. I to d 

that it was clear to me in my conversation with .. 
alleged victim that he had assented to allowing me to contact 
in order to confirm that he had spoken about the situation with him 
many years ago. In any event, I explained to 11111111111 that it is 
my duty to conduct appropriate inquiries following the completion 
of a First Stage Review as has been the case in this matter and 
that I considered this conversation appropriate should he want to 
share any knowledge he may or may not have about the matter. 

I ensured that was completely apprised of our current 
policies on clerical sexual misconduct with minors and he was. I 
answered any questions that he had regarding the policies or the 
procedures at this point to his satisfaction. did inquire 
that "if I listen to what you say and then have to think about it 
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before I give you a response, is that okay? 11 I responded that that 
would absolutely be okay and that any information that he would be 
willing to share with me and/or the Board would be helpful. He 
then noted that "I may have to stop and think whether I got this" 
(i.e. understood this) information for awhile before he could 
respond. I told him I fully understood his possible need to do 
that. 

Although the John Calicott matter had become widely public by now, 
I emphasized to Fr. - the confidential nature of our policies to 
the extent that we are able to protect confidentiality and 
requested the same from him. He assured such confidentiality. I 
then explained to him that the call involved allegations brought 
against Rev. John Calicott and how he had been recently withdrawn 
from his parish. ~was fully aware of that reality. I 
then noted that it ~impossible for me to.proceed further 
with the conversatiori if I was not able to provide him with the 
name of the alleged victim and he agreed. As such, I related the 
basic information which .......... had provided me in terms of 
his allegation although ~at lllllllllllllllas not clear as to 
precisely what information he had relate~v. about 
the matter. However, I explained to that it was my 
understanding in my meeting with that he had shared 
something of substance regarding ~atter to else 
there would have been no need forlllllllllllllllto bring s name 
up to me when he was communicating the allegation. 

I thus explained how the allegation involved the alleged mutual 
administration of oral sex between John C. and - along with 
references to kissing etc., and that there were several alleged 
incidents stated to have occurred over approximately a two year 
period which began · following 
••• , s seventh grade and continued in John Calicott' s private 
rectory quarters, according to 1111• 

I specifically inquired as 
recollection whatsoever of 

had any 

11!11!!!1!!!1, as well as any 
o any re erences - might have made to 

John Calicott having been engaged in sexual misconduct with him, or 
any references to sexual misconduct problems that might have 
been having in general. 

's first response to me after hearing that 
was the person who had come forward and had shared the basic 
information I had just related was "I remember - when he was at 
11111111 - not with any ren th - but the name, I can put a body to 
it and a face to it - 11 
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In any event, I shared with him that it would be my understanding 
that approximately would have attended Quigley South from 
roughly the Fall of 1977 to the Summer of 1981 or very close to 
that time period although that was not definite. 
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I thanked llllllllthoroughly for his openness with me. I told 
him I would communicate his statements to the Review Board at its 
next meeting and that he should know that perhaps Cardinal 
Bernardin as well would be apprised of ... 's insight into the 
situation should he so desire. I asked him if he would be willing 
to answer any further follow-up questions, should the Review Board 
have and he said he would be more than willing to. Moreover, 

asserted that should he have any further recollections as 
as to ver having shared 

any such information about sexual misconduct as a minor, he will 

let me know. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

To: File 

From: Sister Mary Brian Costello~ 
Re: Reverend John Calicott/Holy Name of Mary School 

Date: April 15, 1994 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

I sought information 
regarding personnel reports involving Father Calicott while he served at Holy 
Name of Mary. The principal at the time was Sister She recalls two 
types of complaints: 

1. Physical punishment Father spanked 
children - sometimes removing some items of 
clothing. (This was reported to OGE and to 
Father Roach) 

2. Parent reaction to Father's method of 
teaching sex education classes. Some 
parens complained that he was too explicit. 

There was no case of sexual abuse of a minor reported. 

cc: Father Pat O'Malley 
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. OFFICIAL STATEMENT 

The Archdiocese of Chicago released the following statement April 11 regarding 
Father John W Calicott: 

Allegations concerning sexual misconduct with minors have arisen involving Father 
John W. Calicott, pastor of Holy Angels Parish, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd. The alleged 
misconduct was said to have occurred in 1976. The archdiocese placed Father Cali
cott on administrative leave, effective immediately. 

The matter was first reported to the archdiocese's Vicar for Priests Office on 
March 31. That same day, the Vicar for Priests Office referred the matter to the pro
fessional fitness review administrator. 

In accordance with archdiocesan policies, the archdiocesan Professional Fitness 
Review Board met April 6. The board recommended that Father Calicott be 
placed on administrative leave and Cardinal Bernardin has accepted the recom
mendation. 

Father Calicott will remain on administrative leave under archdiocesan supervi-
sion pending the outcome of further proceedings. 

Parish leadership had been informed last week about the allegations and the ad
ministrative leave. Parishioners were informed at the first opportunity, during Mass
es during the weekend of April 9-10. 

·Father Dennis Riley, associate pastor of Holy Angels, is responsible for the ad-
ministration of the parish in the absence of Father Calicott. 
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MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

{Minutes) 

Date: April 16, 1994 

Board Members Present: 

Others Present: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 

* The Review Board formally approved the Meeting Minutes for Board 
Meetings of March 19, 1994 and April 6, 1994. The Board concurred 
that as part of its "basis" for its determination in the J.C. First 
Stage Review on 4-6-94 that it should be noted that the Board 
concluded that children are at risk. Also, 
requested that his name be deleted from the minutes of the 4-6-94 
meeting and that he was unable to attend that meeting as it turned 
out. 

Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

1. The Board discussed the latest developments in the PFR-13 
matter following the recent completion of the First Stage Review. 
The Administrator reported to the Board the results of follow-up 

to The Board directed the Administrator to 

The Board further requested the 
Administrator or the Assistance Minister to make contact with one 
of the victims to ensure it might still be acceptable to attempt 
contact with his sister at some point to discover what she may know 
about the situation. The Administrator and the Archbishop's 
Delegate to the Board reported to the Board other developments in 
the matter includin 

, the outcome of the parish 
intervention, the civil authorities' demand for the identities, 
etc. of the victims in the matter, J.C.'s attorney's position 
regarding the Board Questionnaire in that he inferred the 
possibility that J.C. might not release the Questionnaire answers 
to the Board, among other issues, including one J.C. 
caller/supporter's insistence that the Board should expect to be 
"flooded" with many letters of support for J.C. The Board 
deliberated over each matter and requested the Administrator to 
ensure that the Assistance Ministry continued to reach-out to the 
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victims in the matter to offer assistance as well. 
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*Miscellaneous Information and UpdatE$to the Board: 

The Archbishop's Delegate to the Board, Fr. Paprocki, 
distributed copies of the "Two Minute Drill" and briefly explained 
the purpose behind the booklet particularly in light of current 
procedures for processing new allegations such as against J.C. 

The Board, due to the length of the discussion in PFR-13 
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and the array of other matters reported on, decided to table a 
planned discussion for this meeting to review the Statistics Report 
of the Office of Professional Fitness P.eview hy the Administrator 
with the goal of working toward a resolution/consensus of the Board 
for advice to Cardinal Bernardin as to addressing the present two
prong system of addressing cases, the supervision/monitoring approaches, 
what might be eventually communicated regarding statistics, and per
haps other issues as addressed by the Administrator in his Comments 
section of the Rep~rt. Complete copies of the Report were availahle 
for Board members to review or take with them and most members took 
their coded copy to read and review in preparation for the next 
Boada meeting so as to thoroughly discuss it then. 

Respectfully 
Submitted By 
Steve Sidlowski -
Administrator 

-~---------.-------------------------------·---·--.-·-----·---·--·-·----------

The'se Minutes Unanimously 
. Approved By 

Review Board 
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Off: (312) 642-1637 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
4/16/94 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Fitness Review Administrator 
From: Rev. P. O'Malley 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 

Your off ice will now be picking up the salary and benefits 
for Rev. John Calicott. His first check should be cut at the 
end of this month of April, 1994. 

Fr. Calicott, while he remains pastor of Holy Angels Church, 
is entitled to the following benefits until July 1, 1994, at 
which time, there will be an increase: 

1. Yearly salary of $15,810 

2. Monthly salary of $1317.50 

The monthly check should be sent to: Fr. John Calicott at 
Holy Angels Church, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd., Chicago 60653. 
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Off: (312) 642-1637 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Cardinal Bernardin 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
4/16/94 . 
Rev. John Calicott 

On 4/12/94, from 10:30 - 12:30, the Cardinal met with the 
following priests: Frs. Michael Furlan, John Harvey, Jim 
Martin, Michael Pfleger, Tony Vader, John Breslin, Dennis 
Riley. Also present were Bishop Gorman, Fr. Paprocki, Ralph 
Bonaccorsi, John Canary and Pat O'Malley. 

1 - The Cardinal began with an opening statement 
acknowledging that any discussion of the policies and 
procedures must involve him. He is identified with those 
procedures and he needs to be present to hear the priests' 
perspective on those procedures. The Cardinal acknowledged 
that he wanted to hear what the priests had to say and that 
they would then engage in dialog. 

2 - Fr. Vader began by talking about the experience that the 
Holy Name of Mary leaders had when they met with the group 
from the diocese. The people did not accept either the 
allegations or the actions followed through by the diocese. 
The people asked why, when he was accused, the Cardinal was 
not removed. Vader said that the people from St. Ailbe's 
wanted to know who were those who brought the allegations 
against Fr. Calicott. Vader felt that John Calicott should 
be judged by his peers and not by white people. He also said 
that, if his parishioners think John is getting a bad deal, 
they will protest openly. Vader mentioned that Fr. Michael 
Bland had stopped by his parish on Sunday, 4/10. He came in 
as Vader was speaking and left right after Vader talked. He 
was seen as a "spy" by the people. Vader feels that Fr. 
Paprocki had said that he, Tony, had made it a racial issue. 
Vader feels that Paprocki got this notion from Bland and that 
it is a wrong notion. 

3 - Michael Pfleger then spoke. He spoke of a spiritual 
crisis and the need for cleansing to take place. He feels we 
have gone from doing nothing, which was not acceptable, to 
doing too much at this point. Pfleger mentioned that, at one 
point when he was small, a priest accosted his own mother in 
his home. He feels that we need to take care of everyone in 
the process and that there is a question of constitutional 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

rights of privacy here. Pfleger thinks that it is 
unchristian and unprofessional in the way these kinds of 
affairs are dealt with at this time. 

He asked where is the redemptive grace and forgiveness in all 
this. He acknowledged that people can change. He sees the 
~recess as wrong and flawed. Somehow the process has to take 
into consideration whether he is a good human being now. 
Pfleger said that his own trust in the institution is 
diminished as a result of this event. 

4 - Fr. James Martin then spoke. He said he had had problems 
with the process from the beginning. He feels that too many 
things get lumped into the accusations and allegations. He 
asked how the victims were being dealt with, victims on all 
sides. He was concerned about the law putting people out to 
dry and giving them no recourse. 

5 - Michael Ivers then spoke. Who brought this matter 
forward? What happened in the matter? Is there a 
presumption of guilt? It would be helpful, Ivers said, if 
they would know as much of the facts as they could at this 
time. Ivers feels there is real devastation taking place 
especially in the Afro-American Catholic Community. 

6 - Michael Furlan said that he had reservations about the 
process. He's had classmates removed and felt that they were 
removed unjustly. He said that he agreed with Pfleger and he 
is afraid that this removal means that we will never see 
Calicott again. There must be a goal to protect the faithful 
in all this as well. He compared priests who have done wrong 
in this matter in the past with alcholic priests who are 
treated and then allowed back in ministry. Can these priests 
be redeemed? He said that perhaps we are protecting the 
people in too paternalistic a way. Can they not protect 
themselves? If there is risk, people should be informed. 
Then they will say, we will take care of it. 

7 - John Breslin said that he appreciated this meeting. He 
feels that there should be a united front in facing this 
problem, not people breaking off into splinter groups. 

8 - John Harvey spoke about the spiritual issue being central 
in this whole matter. There are many loyal Afro-Americans in 
the Church. Something always seems to be happening, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

something especially bad. Vocations are a problem and the 
impact on the community at large is also a very big concern. 

9 - James Martin spoke again saying many people have come to 
him who have been abused by priests in different ways. Is 
there a way that the negative in all this can be made 
positive? 

10 - Dennis Riler made the comparison about the Bernardin 
allegation by . At the time of the allegations, 
Riley had made an impassioned talk about Bernardin and his 
innocence. He said that Blacks were hurt then when their 
leader was attacked. They responded very lovingly to the 
Cardinal. He feels that this process with John should have 
taken more time between the allegation and the removal. 

11 - The Cardinal then responded and addressed the question 
of racism, acknowledging that when the allegations were first 
brought forward, he feared that the matter would begin to be 
tainted with the label of racism. He referred to the St. 
Odilo fiasco of two summers ago. He said that many of the 
questions and criticisms against the procedures which we are 
experiencing in this case have already occurred in other 
cases. 

The Cardinal said that we need to have a fair process. When 
a recommendation comes to him from the Professional Fitness 
Review Board, if there are special circumstances involved, 
then perhaps he should do a wider consultation before making 
the final decision. The group seemed to agree with that. 

12 - Bishop Gorman then spoke about the allegations and 
highlighted what the problems are. He said that first it 
must be determined as to how credible and how valid the 
allegations are. It must be determined who has access to all 
the information. It must be determined how a recommendation 
has to be made. The first criteria for any recommendation is 
the vulnerability of children and if risk to children exists. 
It must also be remembered that the priest is in a fiduciary 
role, and has more responsibility to act properly than 
others. 

13 - The Cardinal then said that there are two great 
concerns: 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

One, there should be a difference between someone who did 
something years ago and seems to have done well since and a 
person who is presently engaged in bad conduct. Is there a 
place for redemption in this matter? 

Number two, how do you help a person without punishing them? 

14 - Thomas Paprocki shared the facts of the matter with the 
priests gathered inasmuch as he could without breaking 
confidentiality. They seemed to appreciate that. 

15 - Dennis Riley indicated that perhaps other Afro-American 
priests should have been present at that meeting and he named 
several, like David Jones and Kenny Brigham. The Cardinal 
felt that we should follow up on a meeting with other 
priests. 

16 - In conclusion, the Cardinal said that he was clear about 
their concerns, some of which he is in agreement with, and 
some of which he cannot concur. He agreed that the policies 
and procedures do need review and he is eager to review them. 
There was built into the original policies a periodic review. 
This seemed to be a good opportunity to pursue that. 

17 - Dennis Riley once again indicated that the Cardinal 
should consider a real pastoral outreach to the Black 
community. 

18 - John Harvey made an intervention which seemed to counter 
some of the things that Tony Vader had been saying earlier. 
He said he felt that Afro-Americans are as Catholic as anyone 
else, that they are not that different, that they have to be 
careful that they are not segregated and made different. He 
felt that they would not need a special review board. He 
also felt that if Afro-Americans came forward with 
allegations against priests, they should be listened to with 
the same carefulness and dignity as anybody else. 

19 - The meeting on the whole seemed to be a positive one. 
We believe that the priests saw it as positive. We must now 
follow up with a meeting with other priests in the Black 
community, the composition of which meeting needs to be 
determined. The Cardinal is open to pastoral outreach to the 
Black community. The Cardinal has promised a thorough review 
with wider consultation of the policies and procedures. That 
meeting needs to be structured soon. 
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St. Robert Bellarmine Church 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

17 April, 1994 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

Recently Father John Calicott was removed from his duties as 
pastor of Holy Angels Parish because of sexual misconduct allega
tions made against him. Again our faithful are embarrassed, 
confused, and angry about this sort of thing; and they should be. 
However, there is another awful scandal involved here: It is the 
way in which Father Calicott was treated by the institution which 
he has faithfully served for twenty years. 

I understand that sometimes one must be removed from pastoral 
duties because "children may be at risk," but it must be done 
only as a last option and done very discreetly, taking every 
precaution to protect his fine reputation. For the sake of the 
accused, other options must be considered, such as being placed 
on an immediate sabbatical while the case moves forward. In 
acting swiftly to protect others from any possible further harm, 
this man's life has been permanently ruined. Meanwhile the ones 
making the accusations are allowed to remain anonymous. That is 
unjust and cruel treatment of Father Calicott. 

While I mean no disrespect to you, Cardinal Bernardin, I am 
sickened and angered at the way in which Father Calicott is being 
treated; and this in front of his own "family." In regards to 
this situation, I feel you have seriously misrepresented what is 
so core to our Church's mission: For the accused there is no love 
or compassion to be found in the policy you endorse. 

Respe~fully :ours, 

Rev.~an 
4646 N. Austin Avenue• Chicago, Illinois 60630 •Telephone: 312/777-2666 •Fax: 3121777-2770 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Your Eminence: 

April 18, 1994 

As an African American Catholic and a member of Holy Angels Church, I am deeply 
distressed with the abrupt removal of our Pastor, Father John Calicott, based upon 
an alleged incident that happened eighteen (18) ye.ars ago. Unless there are 
accusations of alleged sexual misconduct against Father Calicott of a recent vintage, 
the method use for his removal from the pastorship of Holy Angels must be 
questioned! 

Allegations from unidentified accusers made in secret cannot be accepted as a 
legitimate reason to tarnish the name of Father Calicott. The parishioners of Holy 
Angels Church, as well as the African American Community at large, deserVe to 
know the names of Father Calicott's accusers and to ascertain their motives for the 
subject allegations. Even in an ecclesiastical proceeding, an accuser cannot be 
permitted to hide behind anonymity in order for their motives to escape scrutiny by 
the accused and by the public at large. Since Father Calicott's accusers are adults, 
Holy Angels Parishioners and the African American Community cannot accept the 
anonymity given the accusers even in the most preliminary stages of the ecclesiastical 
investigation. 

The identities of the accusers must be made public as were the charge(s) against 
Father Calicott, in order for an unbiased evaluation to be made of the allegations. 
An extensive, intensive, and exhaustive investigation of the background of the 
accusers is mandatory and no expense should be spared in accomplishing this. 
The Church should be willing to spend the same amount of money and secure the 
legal talent that was used to assist you in your defense in Fr. Calicott's defense. 

The parishioners of Holy Angels Church and the African American Community have 
the right to investigate the background of Father Calicott's accusers and to require 
that witnesses be called that can either affirm or refute the allegations. 

This inquiry must be completed with extreme promptness and not be permitted to 
linger or languish for months. 

As a victim of scurrilous charges, I know that you must have empathy for Father 
Calicott. However, as you were not suspended from priestly functions or prohibited 
from publicly commenting on the charges against you, Father Calicott should be 
accorded the same treabnent 

As African American Catholics are a minority within their ethnic group, the loss of a 
priest/pastor is more acutely felt regardless of the circumstances. 

AOC 009864 



Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 

Finally, due to the shortage of African American priests and in particular African 
American priests as role models for our African American children, I am requesting 
that you give this matter your personal attention. I am also requesting that Holy 
Angels parishioners receive timely progress reports on these proceedings as we should 
not have to depend upon newspapers and television reports for current information 
concerning this case. 

Yours in Christ, 

xc: Fr. John Calicott 
Fr. Dennis Riley 
Fr. Antony Vader 
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Fr. Joseph Cardinal Bernadin 
Holy Name Cathedral 
735 N. State 
Chicago, Illinois 

April 18, 1994 

Dear Cardinal Bernadin: 

I am writing to express my disapproval about the way charges 
of sexual abuse were handled in the case of Fr. John Calicott. 

My understanding is that he has been relieved of his duties 
at Holy Angels Church and has now been placed somewhere else 
by the church until charges against him have been investigated. 

Furthermore I understand that the charges are about an event 
that took place eighteen years ago. 

If what I have written is true, what the church is doing is 
outrageous. Here in the United States it is written that you 
are innocent until proven guilty. You yourself should be aware 
of this, after the ordeal you just suffered. 

I do not understand why Fr. Callicot is being treated differently 
than other priests who have been accused. This to me smacks 
of racism. You have not done the same in similiar cases. 

I am a person who has just returned to the Church after an 18 
year absence. What you are doing now is almost enough to make 
me rethink my decision. I will pray that God will show you light 
and help you to rethink your decision on this. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (3~k~6-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Cardinal Bernardin 
From: Fr. O'Malley 
Re: John Calicott 
4/18/94 

1. 

2. I spoke to Denis Riley regarding his request that you meet 
with the Afro-American priests about this withdrawal 
matter. He suggested the invitation be extended to all 
the priests working in the Afro-American ministry, Black 
and White, secular and religious. 

Jim Martin seems to feel it makes sense. The priests can 
be contacted either through the Deans or through the 
Office of Ethnic Ministries. 

3. If you could provide a convenient date and time, we could 
get it organized. I think the agenda you ran at the last 
meeting would be more than adequate for this one as well. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Bishop Gorman 
From: Rev. P. O'Malley 
Re: John Calicott 
4/18/94 

I spoke to the Cardinal at Techny on Friday concerning a 
prospective meeting with Afro-American Protestant pastors as 
represented by ( ) . (Please see the 
enclosed note re: the 4/14/94 phone message.) 

The Cardinal said he is pressed for time as you know. He 
suggested that you be involved and that you might wish to set 
up a meeting with these pastors at your earliest convenience. 
I hope this doesn't strain your already crowded schedule, 
Jack, but obviously someone needs to meet with them who is 
acquainted with what has gone on. Perhaps Ralph and Torn 
Paprocki should also be part of the meeting. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the l\rc~bis~op 

April 19, 1994 

My dear friends in Christ, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

I am grateful to you for inviting me to the prayer service which you are 
having tonight for Father John Calicott. Because of other commitments, it is not 
possible for me to attend. Nonetheless, I wish to share some thoughts with you. 

First, I share your affection and concern for Father Calicott. I have 
worked very closely with him during my years in Chicago and have a great respect 
for him. 

I know you are bewildered by the events of the past two weeks. I 
personally met with a number of pastors, including Father Vader, last week to 
listen to their concerns. While questions still remain, our discussion clarified 
a number of points and enabled us to look to the future. 

I hope that 1n the not-too-distant future I will be able to join you for 
Mass to help the healing which is needed by all of us. 

In the meantime, be assured of my continued prayers for Father Calicott and 
all of you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Holy Name of Mary Parishioners 
Holy Name of Mary Church · 

.1159 South Loomis Street 
Chicago, IL 60643 

yours in Christ, 

AOC 009871 
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ARC~Doocresre Of C~ICAGO 

Memo 
To: Cardinal Bernardin 
Re: Rev. John Calicott~ 
From: Rev. P. O'Malley -
4/19/94 

You received a letter from Fr. Tom Waish of Presentation re: 
John Calicott. May I suggest the following text as a 
response: 

Dear Tom, 

Thank you for taking the time to write on April 11. I 
have to say that I do understand the pain you are feeling 
about the withdrawal of John Calicott. I know it because I 
feel it myself. From the moment that the allegations were 
brought forward, I realized that, because of John's stature, 
his standing in the community, and his exemplary work as a 
priest, it would be hard for anyone to accept the possibility 
that something had indeed happened. It makes no difference 
whether the priest is Black or White - and before this 
incident, all of those removed have been White. It is a 
tragedy for the priest, for the Church, and especially for 
those who have been victimized. 

Perhaps people feel the procedures that were followed 
are sometimes flawed, which they may be, but that process 
lends an objective viewpoint to the decision whether to 
remove or not. In my experience, anytime a priest is 
withdrawn, the people who know the priest and ahve benefitted 
from his service are critical of the procedures, no matter 
what they are. 

On _April 12, I had a meeting of those pastors 
immediately involved with the consequences of John's 
situation. After discussing John's case, I told them that we 
would be reviewing our procedures and we would review them in 
a wider arena. I am hoping to have a similar meeting with 
other priests active in the Afro-American community about 
this situation. You will receive further word on that 
meeting. 

John Calicott is a good man who has done much fine 
priestly work. At the meeting, I told the pastors that his 
name had been submitted on the provincial list for potential 
candidates for the Bishopric. That is how higly thought of he 
is. 

Vicar for Priests Office 0 645 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 543 ° Chicago, Illinois 60611 ° 312-642-1837 
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A~C~DIOC~S~ Of C~ICAGO 

Nevertheless, In every incident when credible 
allegations are brought forward, we are torn between our 
concern for the victims or potential victims and our.need to 
be just to the priest against whom the allegations are 
brought. I .have publicly stated that I will not leave 
children committed to our care in a potential situation of 
risk. I will hold to that promise. No matter what community 
those children are part of - Afro-American, Hispanic, Anglo -
they deserve our best efforts and our most profound care. 
Like ever¥ good pastor, if you suspected your parish children 
were at risk, you would be the first to defend the children, 
Tom, and you would do it with every fiber of your being. I 
feel that way about the children of the Archdiocese. 

We are aiming to get John the best help possible. The 
Archdiocese will not allow him to hang out there alone. At 
the same time, we are attempting to work with the 
congregations of the parishes involved in whatever way we 
can. This crisis was not brought on by the Archdiocese, but 
we will do everything we can to assure that the people will 
be served. 

I know this response can only address a few of your 
concerns. Perhaps the discussion can continue when we have 
the next meeting. I hope you will be able to be present. 

Totally aside from this issue, I also want to thank ¥ou 
for your wonderful ministry on the Westside. Your dedication 
and enthusiasm are infectious, Tom. You're a credit to your 
people at Presentation and to the wider Church. Keep up your 
good work, but do take time for yourself regularly. Not ~o do 
so would be to let yourself and your people down, Tom. God· 
bless you and keep you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Vicar for Priests Office 0 645 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 543 ° Chicago, Illinois 60611 ° 312-642-1837 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 54~3 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

l"'Iemo 
To: Cardinal Bernardin 
From: Rev. P. O'Malley 
Re: John Calicott 
4/19/94 

called here. She is Fr. John's 

She asked for your number because she wishes to speak to you 
about her brother, John. 

You said that you would wait a day or two to respond. 
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April 20, 1994 

Dear Tom, 

Thank you for taking the time to write on April 11. I have to say 
that I do understand the pain you are feeling about the withdrawal of John 
Calicott. I know it because I feel it myself. From the moment that the 
allegations were brought forward, I realized that, because of John's stature, 
his standing in the community, and his exemplary work as a priest, it would be 
hard for anyone to accept the possibility that something had indeed happened. 
It makes no difference whether the priest is Black or White ·· and before this 
incident, all of those removed have been White. It is a tragedy for the 
priest, for the Church, and especially for those who have been victimized. 

Perhaps people feel the procedures that were followed are sometimes 
flawed, which they may be, but that process lends an objective viewpoint to the 
decisions whether to remove or not. In my experience, any time a priest is 
withdrawn, the people who know the priest and have benefited from his service 
are critical of the procedures, no matter what they are. 

On April 12, I had a meeting of those pastors immediately involved 
with the consequences of John's situation. After discussing John's case, I 
told them that we would be reviewing our procedures and we would review them in 
a wider arena. I am hoping to have a similar meeting with other priests active 
in the Afro-American community about this situation. You will receive further 
word on that meeting. 

John Calicott is a good man who has done much fine priestly work. At 
the meeting, I told the pastors that his name had been submitted on the 
provincial list for potential candidates for the Bishopric. That is how highly 
thought of he is. 

Nevertheless, in every incident when credible allegations are brought 
forward, we are torn between our concern for the victims, or potential victims, 
and our need to be just to the priest against whom the allegations are 
brought. I have publicly stated that I will not leave children committed to 
our care in a potential situation of risk. I will hold to that promise. No 
matter what community those children are part of -- Afro-American, Hispanic, 
Anglo --they deserve our best efforts and our most profound care. Like every 
good pastor, if you suspected your parish children were at risk, you would be 
the first to defend the children, Tom, and you would do it with every fiber of 
your being. I feel that way about the children of the Archdiocese. 
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We are a1m1ng to get John the best help possible. The Archdiocese 
will not allow him to hang out there alone. At the same time, we are 
attempting to work with the congregations of the parishes involved in whatever 
way we can. This crisis was not brought on by the Archdiocese, but we will do 
everything we can to assure that the people will be served. 

I know this response can only address a few of your concerns. Perhaps 
the discussion can continue when we have the next meeting. I hope you will be 
able to be present. 

Totally aside from this issue, I also want to thank you for your 
wonderful ministry on the West side. Your dedication and enthusiasm are 
infectious, Tom. You are a credit to your people at Presentation and to the 
wider Church. Keep up your good work, but do take time for yourself 
regularly. Not to do so would be to let yourself and your people down, Tom. 
God bless you and keep you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Rev. Thomas P. Walsh 
Presentation Parish 
734 South Springfield 
Chicago, IL 60624 

PO'M 

JLB/ag 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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April 20, 1994 

Most Rev. Cardinal Joseph Bemadin 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center 
P.O. Box 1979 

~I 
'···································-

Chicago,IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernadin, 
St. Elizabeth 

A joint Educational Appeal 

• 
This letter is coming to you to express our concern (or Rev. John 
Calicott. Father Calicott's influence has extended well beyond the 
boundaries of Holy Angels Parish and he is a source of inspiration 
for us all. 

There has been a considerable amount of consternation in our community about the process of 
dealing with alleged charges against him. The members of the committee for "A.J.E.A. 2000" wish to 
advise you of our deepest concern for this man who has been a strong leader in this community. 

"A.J.E.A. 2000" is a community based organization among our four parishes whose purpose is to 
ensure the survival of quality education for our students. We are organizing a joint fund raising dinner 
dance at the Hyatt on July 15th for the benefit of our four schools. 

We further see a real need for a more just system for investigating charges that befall our clergy. 
We believe that everyone is entitled to equal and fair treatment and should be afforded his Constitutional 
rights. 

Thank you for your concern. We pray for you and your committee as you seek out the way of the 
Spirit of God! ' 

ST. ELIZABETH SCHOOL 
4052 SO. WABASH AVE. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60653 

---
I 
/ 

Sincerely, 

"A.J.E.A. 2ooo•i Committee 

(The committee names listed by approval at the April 20th meeting.) 

+ 4117 S. Michigan Ave. Chicago IL 60653 + Phone & FAX: 312-373-8640 + 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski 

April 20, 1994 

Phone Call to Father ~ - 4-20-94 

I called-' following the Review Board meeting on 4-16-94 as 
directed~Board, to inform him of the Board's response to 
~tement that his best judgment would be not to discuss 
lllllllllllllllallegation or any request for confirmation of it, as 

well as to request to put into writing what specifically 
his moral theory for not further discussing the matter with me is. 
I also informed - that the Board is not requiring him to discuss 
the allegation or possibility of confirmation with me further at 
this time, although the Board would very much request the written 
statement. 

~responded "I don't think I can do that either." (i.e. put his 
reasons into writing) . 

I told~ that I would convey his current thinking on the matter 
to the Board at its next meeting. In addition, I re-noted to~ 
that as of this date I have not been able to gather any significant 
further information regarding llegation in terms of 
the persons who he has referred to. As su I told that the 
Board requested me to attempt to convey to that if it 
is still acceptable to him, I would appreciate the opportunity to 
speak with his sister about possibly confirming the 
allegation; also, I noted to •that the Board would like to 
have me pursue speaking with another person ( 
although I did not specify the name to who 
referred to as a person who would also 11k~onf irm his 
allegation in that he had been told about it bylllllllllllllllyears ago. 
I explained to ~how I had contacted Ralph Bonaccorsi about the 
possibility of directly contacting that way but that Ralph 
and I felt that if - is willirig to bring it up to - we would 
appreciate it. I explained to ~that I do not have the last two 
digits to the above-mentioned person's phone number, but if~ was 
willing to bring the subject up with I was wondering if he 
would be willing to provide me the last two digits of the person's 
phone number. 

I discussed how it would be helpful to the situation for me to be 
·able to speak to these other two persons perhaps to diminish the 
desire of the Board to discover whether~can confirm thatlilliliil •••I shared details of his allegation with .. in the past . 

.. stated that he would try to contact 
if it is okay for me to contact his sister 
well as obtaining the last two digits to the 
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Phone Call from Rev. 

2 

al though again I had not 
•• told me that he would 

in that he will be out of town 

4-20-94 

I asked - how is doing. unhappy with 
the Church at this time but that he is 
~' and that he looks forward to his conversation with Ralph 
Bonaccorsi tonight in terms of their hopes of further appropriately 
assisting ~in dealing with this situation. 

AOC 009881 



April 21, 1994 

Dear-, 

Thank you very much for your recent letter in support of 
Fr. John Calicott. All of us are feeling the pain of this tragic 
episode. No one is exempt. 

We believe the correct decision was made in withdrawing 
Fr. John, but we know there are many people like you who do not 
agree. You have worked with Father, have known him a long time, 
and obviously have great respect for him. It is hard for any of 
us to accept allegations when they come against people whom we 
love and cherish. 

We ask you to continue to support him as he takes the next 
steps in the process of dealing with the allegations. Your 
prayers will be a great source of strength for him. God bless 
you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 
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April 21, 1994 

Dear-

Thank you very much for your recent letter in support of 
Fr. John Calicott. All of us are feeling the pain of this tragic 
episode. No one is exempt. 

We believe the correct decision was made in withdrawing 
Fr. John, but we know there are many people like you who do not 
agree. You have worked with Father, have known him a long time, 
and obviously have great respect for him. It is hard for any of 
us to accept allegations when they come against people whom we 
love and cherish. 

We ask you to continue to support him as he takes the next 
steps in the process of dealing with the allegations. Your 
prayers will be a great source of strength for him. God bless 
you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 
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April 21, 1994 

Dear 

Thank you very much for your letter of support for Fr. John 
Calicott. The situation surrounding the allegations against 
Fr. John are tragic for everyone. 

Some people have likened this situation to the one when I 
was recently accused. Indeed the same Fitness Review Board dealt 
with my situation as has dealt with Fr. John's. The Board advised 
against withdrawal for me because they felt that children were not 
at risk and that the circumstances of the allegation were 
significantly different than in other cases. 

Fr. John is obviously respected and loved. We hope that the 
pain resulting from this situation will be, with the help of God, 
dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. Certainly we shall do 
all we can to bring that result about. Meantime, please continue 
to pray for Fr. John. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 
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April 21, 1994 

Dear-, 

Thank you very much for your letter of support for Fr. John 
Calicott. The situation surrounding the allegations against 
Fr. John are tragic for everyone. 

Some people have likened this situation to the one when I 
was recently accused. Indeed the same Fitness Review Board dealt 
with my situation as has dealt with Fr. John's. The Board advised 
against withdrawal for me because they felt that children were not 
at risk and that the circumstances of the allegation were 
significantly different than in other cases. 

Fr. John is obviously respected and loved. We hope that the 
pain resulting from this situation will be, with the help of God, 
dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. Certainly we shall do 
all we can to bring that result about. Meantime, please continue 
to pray for Fr. John. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 
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April 21, 1994 

Dear-, 

Thank you very much for your letter of support for Fr. John 
Calicott. The situation surrounding the allegations against 
Fr. John are tragic for everyone. 

Some people have likened this situation to the one when I 
was recently accused. Indeed the same Fitness Review Board dealt 
with my situation as has dealt with Fr. John's. The Board advised 
against withdrawal for me because they felt that children were not 
at risk and that the circumstances of the allegation were 
significantly different than in other cases. 

Fr. John is obviously respected and loved. We hope that the 
pain resulting from this situation will be, with the help of God, 
dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. Certainly we shall do 
all we can to bring that result about. Meantime, please continue 
to pray for Fr. John. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Ghrist, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 
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April 21, 1994 

Dear Sister Mary Ann, 

Thank you very much for your letter of support for Fr. John 
Calicott. The situation surrounding the allegations against 
Fr. John are tragic for everyone. 

Some people have likened this situation to the one when I 
was recently accused. Indeed the same Fitness Review Board dealt 
with my situation as has dealt with Fr. John's. The Board advised 
against withdrawal for me because they felt that children were not 
at risk and that the circumstances of the allegation were 
significantly different than in other cases. 

Fr. John is obviously respected and loved. We hope that the 
pain resulting from this situation will be, with the help of God, 
dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. Certainly we shall do 
all we can to bring that result about. Meantime, please continue 
to pray for Fr. John. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sister Mary Ann Snyder 
615 E. Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago IL 60653 

JLB: PO' M/br 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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April 21, 1994 

Dear 

Thank you very much for your letter of support for Fr. John 
Calicott. The situation surrounding the allegations against 
Fr. John are tragic for everyone. 

Some people have likened this situation to the one when I 
was recently accused. Indeed the same Fitness Review Board dealt 
with my situation as has dealt with Fr. John's. The Board advised 
against withdrawal for me because they felt that children were not 
at risk and that the circumstances of the allegation were 
significantly different than in other cases. 

Fr. John is obviously respected and loved. We hope that the 
pain resulting from this situation will be, with the help of God, 
dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. Certainly we shall do 
all we can to bring that result about. Meantime, please continue 
to pray for Fr. John. 

Yith cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 

AOC 009888 
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April 21, 1994 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
151 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

To the Archdiocese of Chicago, 

I am writing this letter to express my disappointment in the diocese for the treatment 
and nonsupport that was given to Father John Calicott when the sexual misconduct 
allegations were made on March 31, 1994. 

I feel the Archdiocese of Chicago could have at least given Father John the same 
support shown Cardinal Bernadin when similar allegations were brought against him. 
These actions only prove to me that separatism exists in your system. I believe Father 
John, like any other citizen, to be innocent until proven guilty and not guilty until 
proven innocent. From the Archdiocese's actions, this was not the case. I think it's bad 
enough that the media portrays all African American males to be criminals, and then to 
have such an outstanding priest as Father John be slandered, that the diocese did not 
make any statements. Father John has played too important of a role at Holy Name of 
Mary (HNM) and at Holy Angels to be dragged through the mud and not have anything 
said about the good that he has done, for the. churches, the schools and the 
communities. 

l:am a 24 year old, African American woman. I have been a catholic and a parishioner 
of HNM for 14 years. I met Father John in 1980 when he was assigned to HNM as the 
Associate Pastor. Until this point, I have supported the catholic church and my own 
parish physically and financially. The catholic church is losing enough people, not to 
mention the parishes and schools. I feel that the archdiocese should really take a self 
check to discover/enlighten themselves as to why their foundation is breaking down. If 
you, the diocese cannot support your brother, how can you expect and demand that I 
support my brother, i.e. the Cardinal's Appeal? I will not continue to give to the church, 
vvhether it be money through the general collection, practice the beliefs and teachings, 
attend mass, and even remaining catholic, if I cannot have faith in the fact that you 
have not shut the door in Father John's face. 

Based on what I have seen and read in the media, there has been no public statement 
made by the archdiocese, nor the accuser(s) in this case. The only publicity regarding 
this case has been the slandering accusations against Father John. He has numerous 
supporters, both male and female, young and old, and still there is only this talk of who 
this person is. How can you expect priests to devote their entire lives to an 
organization that is not supportive when the going gets rough? How can you expect us, 
the parishioners, to follow your teachings and support the church when we have no 
proof of any wrong doings? I do not understand how or why this is even happening. 
Father John has been nothing but a firm believer and teacher of Catholicism and has 

AOC 009889 



proven this in the number of youths that he has come in contact with, all of who believe 
in his innocence and are standing behind him in his time of need. 

Father John has been a great influence in my participation in a lot of functions 
throughout my parish. He organized the altar boys and the Boy Scouts of America, 
which are both still in affect at HNM, as well as several teen and young adult groups in 
which I have been a member, and he has also assisted area teens in their plea for 
help against gangs. In all these circumstances, he has shown nothing but true 
leadership and guidance to well deserving youths. 

As a follower of the catholic church, I find it quite embarrassing and disturbing that 
there is separatism in an organization that teaches do onto others as you would have 
them do unto you. I also find it disturbing that these allegations are being brought 
forward at the same time the archdiocese is in search of a new bishop. With as much 
hatred that this world has, I believe the statutes of limitations should have come into 
play when these allegations were brought forward. We are living in a time when we 
don't want to see each other succeed. The church teaches that we are all equal and 
we all deserve a fair trial whether it be in a court of law or before God. I do not believe 
that Father John is even being judged fairly by his own peers, let alone the public. If 
we think about the statement "united we stand, divided we fall", we will then see that 
this too is a test of faith. I have faith in God and in Father John, that his innocence will 
be proven as was Cardinal Bernadin's. If faith fails, then the entire religion fails. 

I would like to think that all good people do not get slandered and wrongly accused for 
sign of the time accusations just because they have proven success with children. 
There are good people in this world. God made us all in his likeness, and the world is 
not full of wolves in sheeps clothing. God looks out for his own and I believe that true 
justice will prevail. This accusation is the only one of its kind against Father John, 
where there has only been strong support from close friends and faithful parishioners of 
both HNM and Holy Angels on behalf of Father John. 

Sincerely, 
A su orter of Father John Calicott 

Holy Name of Mary Parishioner 

AOC 009890 



April 21, 1994 

Dear-, 

Thank you very much for your letter expressing your personal 
support of Fr. John. We know that your thoughts and prayers are a 
great spiritual boost for him at this difficult time. 

We are continuing to work with Fr. John and the parishes 
involved to see that healing may begin to take place as soon as 
possible. 

We ask you to continue your prayers for Fr. John and for all 
involved in this difficult but necessary process. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 

\~ 
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April 22, 1994 

Cardinal Bernardin Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 E. Superior 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin, 

I am distressed over the allegations hurled against Father John 
at Holy Angels Church. I am a member of St. John De Salle parish 
at 102nd and Vernon in Chicago. I do have a problem with the 
fact that Father John has been removed and relieved of his 
responsibilities at Holy Angels. He has not been proven guilty 
of anything. Also his parishioners do not want him to leave. 
Lastly, when you were accused of sexual improprieties you 
continued with your normal day-to-day activities. There appears 
to be a double standard here. 

I implore you to restore Father John to his parish and 
parishioners. He is innocent. If you need to discuss this with 

or have the need to contact me, I can be reached during the 
at and evening at I reside at 

I would appreciate any explanation of 
your rationale and a response as to what you intend to do. 

Sincerely, 

AOC 009892 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 4/22/94 
Re: John Calicott 

I spoke to John Calicott this morning 
and again this afternoon. o n a about the 
process and asked me to clarify them with Steve Sidlowski. 
After speaking to John the second time in the afternoon, I 
returned a call to his brother, - He~ asked if the 
Cardinal would give him a call. I told him that I would 
contact the Cardinal, who might be out of town this weekend. 
It turned out that the Cardinal won't be back until Sunday 
evening, at which time I will contact him. 

After speaking to Sidlowski, I called Calicott back and told 
him the followin . 

. John needed some reassurance that this 
isn't alreadli{ackafed for him. I told him that we would 
rely on to take our next steps. Sometime in 
the future, he may 90 back for 
a second stage hearing to the PFR Board at which time they 
would deal with the question about return to ministry. John 
seemed satisfied at this point. 

AOC 009893 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/22/1994 

Page 1153 

2. 

3. 

4. Holy Angels Parish: The parish is still in a lot of pain regarding the 
decision to place John Calicott '74 [Pastor] on Administrative Leave. 
Parishioners are upset with the process. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

2 
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April 26, 1994 

Dear 

Thank you very much for your recent letter in support of 
Fr. John Calicott. All of us are feeling the pain of this tragic 
episode. No one is exempt. 

We believe the correct decision was made in withdrawing 
Fr. John, but we know there are many people like you who do not 
agree. You have worked with Father, have known him a long time, 
and obviously have great respect for him. It is hard for any of 
us to accept allegations when they come against people whom we 
love and cherish. 

We ask you to continue to support him as he takes the next 
steps in the process of dealing with the allegations. Your 
prayers will be a great source of strength for him. God bless 
you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 

AOC 009895 
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April 25, 1994 

Dear Kevin, 

I have received your letter regarding John Calicott and 
understand your frustration and sadness. I, of course, do not 
agree that no love or compassion has been practiced. 

It is never possible to make public all of the facts that 
pertain in a tragedy such as this. Those who have responsibility 
for acting on the basis of all of the facts do their best after 
prayer and much reflection. 

We believe the correct decision was made in withdrawing 
John, but we know there are many people like you who do not agree. 
You have worked with John, have known him a long time, and 
obviously have great respect for him. It is hard for any of us to 
accept allegations when they come against people whom we love and 
cherish. 

We ask you to continue to support him as he takes the next 
steps in the process of dealing with the allegations. Your 
prayers will be a great source of strength for him. God bless 
you. 

I trust you will continue to pray for me as I do for you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Rev. Kevin Sheahan 
St. Robert Bellarmine Church 
4646 N. Austin Avenue 
Chicago IL 60630 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB: SMB/br 
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ARC~DDOCESE Of C~ICAGO 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Cardinal Bernardin 

FROM: Bishop John Gorman 

DATE: April 25, 1994 

SUBJECT: Re: · John Calicott 

I finally reached the representative of the 
African-American Protestant pastors to set up a meeting with him. 
He said the ministers really want to meet with you. What do you 
think? 

Vicar for Regional ServicesNicar General 0 155 East Superior Street ° Chicago, Illinois 60611 ° 312-751-8271 Fax 312-337-6379 

AOC 009899 



April 26, 1994 

Dear 

Thank you very much for your letter of support for Fr. John 
Calicott. The situation surrounding the allegations against 
Fr. John are tragic for everyone. 

Some people have likened this situation to the one when I 
was recently accused. Indeed the same Fitness Review Board dealt 
with my situation as has dealt with Fr. John's. The Board advised 
against withdrawal for me because they felt that children were not 
at risk and that the circumstances of the allegation were 
significantly different than in other cases. 

Fr. John is obviously respected and loved. We hope that the 
pain resulting from this situation will be, with the help of God, 
dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. Certainly we shall do 
all we can to bring that result about. Meantime, please continue 
to pray for Fr. John. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 

AOC 009900 



April 26, 1994 

Dear 

Thank you very much for your letter of support for Fr. John 
Calicott. The situation surrounding the allegations against 
Fr. John are tragic for everyone. 

Some people have likened this situation to the one when I 
was recently accused. Indeed the same Fitness Review Board dealt 
with my situation as has dealt with Fr. John's. The Board advised 
against withdrawal for me because they felt that children were not 
at risk and that the circumstances of the allegation were 
significantly different than in other cases. 

Fr. John is obviously respected and loved. We hope that the 
pain resulting from this situation will be, with the help of God, 
dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. Certainly we shall do 
all we can to bring that result about. Meantime, please continue 
to pray for Fr. John. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB: PO' M/br 
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April 26, 1994 

Dear-. 

Thank you very much for your recent letter in support of 
Fr. John Calicott. All of us are feeling the pain of this tragic 
episode. No one is exempt. 

We believe the correct decision was made in withdrawing 
Fr. John, but we know there are many people like you who do not 
agree. You have known Father for a long time, and obviously have 
great respect for him. It is hard for any of us to accept 
allegations when they come against people whom we love and 
cherish. 

We ask you to continue to support him as he takes the next 
steps in the process of dealing with the allegations. Your 
prayers will be a great source of strength for him. God bless 
you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB: PO' M/br 

AOC 009902 
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April 26, 1994 

Dear -· 

Thank you very much for your recent letter in support of 
Fr. John Calicott. All of us are feeling the pain of this tragic 
episode. No one is exempt. 

We believe the correct decision was made in withdrawing 
Fr. John, but we know there are many people like you who do not 
agree. You seem to have great respect for Father. It is hard for 
any of us to accept allegations when they come against people whom 
we respect and love. 

We hope that the pain resulting from this situation will be, 
with the help of God, dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. 
Certainly, we shall do all we can to bring that result about. 
Meanwhile, we ask you to continue to support him as he takes the 
next steps in the process of dealing with the allegations. Your 
prayers will be a great source of strength for him. God bless 
you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 
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April 26, 1994 

Dear-, 

Thank you very much for your letter expressing your personal 
support of Fr. John. We know that your thoughts and prayers are a 
great spiritual boost for him at this difficult time. 

We are continuing to work with Fr. John and the people in 
the parishes involved to help healing begin as soon as possible. 

We ask you to continue your prayers for Fr. John and for all 
involved in this difficult but necessary process. Please ask your 
young friends to pray for Fr. John. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 

AOC 009904 



April 26, 1994 

Dear-, 

Thank you very much for your letter expressing your personal 
support of Fr. John. We know that your thoughts and prayers are a 
great spiritual boost for him at this difficult time. 

We are continuing to work with Fr. John and the parishes 
involved to see that healing may begin to take place as soon as 
possible. 

We ask you to continue your prayers for Fr. John and for all 
involved in this difficult but necessary process. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 

AOC 009905 
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April 26, 1994 

Dear-, 

Thank you very much for your letter of support for Fr. John 
Calicott. The situation surrounding the allegations against 
Fr. John are tragic for everyone. 

Some people have likened this situation to the one when I 
was recently accused. Indeed the same Fitness Review Board dealt 
with my situation as has dealt with Fr. John's. The Board advised 
against withdrawal for me because they felt that children were not 
at risk and that the circumstances of the allegation were 
significantly different than in other cases. 

Fr. John is obviously respected and loved. We hope that the 
pain resulting from this situation will be, with the help of God, 
dealt with in a humane and fruitful way. Certainly we shall do 
all we can to bring that result about. Meantime, please continue 
to pray for Fr. John. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

c/o St. John De La Salle Parish 
10205 S. King Drive 
Chicago IL 60628 

JLB:PO'M/br 
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Memo 
To: Cardinal Bernardin 
Re: Rev. John Calicot~ 
From: Rev. P O'Malley , 
4/26/94 ' 

Last weekend, I receive a call from , John's 
brother. He asked if it would be possible to speak with you. 
I informed him I would pass the request on. I also informed 

\ 

him that your schedule was inordinately busy and that it ~ 
might be a few days before you could call. 

-
L(5 

phone in the evenings at home is: / 

During the daytime, the best time to reach him is between 
3:30 and 4:00 PM at 111111111111 

-

AOC 009907 



Cl/' hf.L_ M " ~ Iv ~ 
~~~,~~A---~ 
~ ~ )'LJ- J-~ ~~ ,. ~ 

~~~~. 

AOC 009908 



April 27, 1994 

Dear and "A.J.E.A. 2000" Committee, 

Thank you very much for your recent letter in support of 
Fr. John Calicott. All of us are feeling the pain of this tragic 
episode. No one is exempt. 

Ye believe the correct decision was made in withdrawing 
Fr. John, but we know there are many people like you who do not 
agree. You have worked with Father, have known him a long time, 
and obviously have great respect for him. It is hard for any of 
us to accept allegations when they come against people whom we 
love and cherish. 

Ye ask you to continue to support him as he takes the next 
steps in the process of dealing with the allegations. Your 
prayers will be a great source of strength for him. God bless 
you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

"A.J.E.A. 2000" 
4117 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago IL 60653 
JLB:PO'M/br 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

AOC 009909 



SAINT JAMES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
2942 SOUTH WABASH AVENUE 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60616 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Members of the Review Board, 

April 29, 1994 

Since March of 1993 I have worked with Father John Calicott 
on our Deanery 13 Long-Range Planning Committee. The planning 
for this deanery is no small task and we have gotten to know 
each other well during this process. our meetings are frequent 
and require a major commitment from each member. 

John Calicott is the person who best shares with us insight 
and vision on ministering in the African-American parish. 

To hear Father Calicott being accused of sexual misconduct is 
hearing something totally out of character. It feels almost 
as unlikely as if I, personally, were accused. 

It seems we, as church, are now giving more credence to an 
accuser than to a person we know. Have we swung the opposite 
way in listening to the accuser? Who are the accusers? Are 
they people who represent fact~ accurately and honestly? Are 
they sick people like the person who accused Cardinal Bernardin? 
Are they people looking for publicity? or money? Are they 
people dealing with other angers of the past? Is it a scheme? 

Unfortunately, an accusation like this does not go away, no 
matter the outcome. You see, I recognize that John Calicott 
is a man of talent in our church. He has potential. I had 
talked with him about saying "yes" if he is asked to be a bishop. 
He would be the ideal person for the vacancy in Vicariate VI. 
I recognize that he has the ability, the talent, the commitment, 
the love for our church and the vision to be a bishop. 

And so, what happens even if he is declared "not guilty?" How 
does his name get repaired? Will we lose this talent forever 
from our church? 

I pray God will bless you as you struggle with these issues. 

Sincerely, 

... .. . (~ ( ( 
·.~/-\ /....__, .'(]'--<----/~ 

Lois Prebil, OSF 
Deanery 13 Long-Range Planning Facilitator 

~opy: Cardinal Bernardin 
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April 29, 1994 

Dear-. 

Thank you very much for your recent letter in support of 
Fr. John Calicott. All of us are feeling the pain of this tragic 
episode. No one is exempt. 

We believe the correct decision was made in withdrawing 
Fr. John, but we know there are many people like you who do not 
agree. You have worked with Father, have known him a long time, 
and obviously have great respect for him. It is hard for any of 
us to accept allegations when they come against people whom we 
love and cherish. 

We ask you to continue to support him as he takes the next 
steps in the process of dealing with the allegations. Your 
prayers will be a great source of strength for him. God bless 
you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M/br 

C:\WP51\CALICOTT~.JLB 
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Office of the Archbishop 

·' 

ARCHDIOGS' CHICAGO 

May 1994 

Posl Orricc Bo~ 1979 
Oiicago, Ulinois 60690 

,......-----,} 
Dear Parishioners of ;Holy Angels and Friends of Father Calicott, 

. ~ / . 

Thank you very much-.for/the many letters and cards you have 
sent to express your love and concern for Father Calicott. I am 
sorry that I cannot write a personal letter to each of you, but my 
daily schedule is such that I am unable to do so. 

I hope you will continue to pray for Father John as he asked 
when he spoke to you on May 8, He seeks your understanding and 
supportive prayer while he is away for a time of retreat and 
treatment. 

You have my special support and blessing during this 
difficult time for you as a faith community. 

. .. ,' ... ': . 

With cordial good wishes, I remain ::,',1.-· .... · 

.. , '· ·.;-. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

5~~~ 
Archbishop of Chicago 

/: 
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+The Catholic Community+ 
May, 1994 of Deanery 13 

Deanery 13 Meeting in May 
Will Discuss Fitness Process 

The next meeting for all per
sons in Deanery 13 will be Tues
day, May 10, 1994. It will be at 
7 p.m and held at St. Benedict 
the Afiican Parish, 6556 S. Har
vard, one block east of Stewart. 

The main. agenda that evening 
will be the "Diocesan Process for 
Those Accused of Sexual Abuse." 
Ralph·.Bonaccorsi and a team 
from the Diocesan Fitness Review 
Board have been asked to present 
the basic information. This will be 
followed by questions and an
swers. All are welcome to attend 
and participate. 

On April 12 the Coordinating 
Committee of Deanery 13 met at 
St. Elizabeth Parish. They de
cided on the above agenda after 
discussing the recent removal of 
Fr. John Calicott as pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish. 

The Coordinating Committee 
.further discussed the replacement 
of Fr. John on the Committee to 
implement the recent" Decisions" 
for the diocese. At present Fr. 
Calicott is one of four pastors on 
the committee, chaired by Fr. 
Baumhart, S.J. Ow: Coordinating 
Committee made recommenda
tions to Cardinal B emardin: first, 

Above are 
- who attended our very 
successful Open House at St. Thomas 
the Apostle Parish on April · 10. 

that the replacement be an 
African-American and secondly, 
he consider the persons whose 
names we sent. 

Our next meeting on May 
10 will obviously be very inter
esting and important. . Come 
and learn! 

Will you go to funerals of 
children killed by violence? Meet at 

St. James Parish, May Sth, 7 p.m. 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

Deanery 13·· 
Makes History 

The members of Deanery 13 
have come together and become 
good friends since March of 1993. 

This is historic because clergy, 
staff and parishioners are working 
together as a broader Churcll, rather 
than as individual Catholic parishes, 
schools otfoundations. 

Sr. Lois Prebil from St. James 
Parish has recorded all the~ 
and our great progress in A New 
Way of Being Church in Deanery 
13. For information, call 842-1919. 

Important Dates for 
Deanery 13 

• M.aY 15 - St. Benedict the 
African. Luncheon and Fashion 
Show. Condesa Del Mar. 
Donation - $35. Call 476-4831. 

• May 22 - St. Elizabeth. Annual 
Tea and Fashion Show.1 to 4 p.m. 

To the left are 
four drummers from 
Visitation School 
who performed at the 
Open House. Choirs 
from Sl. Benedict the 
African and Holy 
Angels Parishes also 
performed. A great 
time was had by all! 

AOC 009913 



Volume VI, Number~ 

Corpus Christi 
~.iCONNECTIONS 

PASTOR1S NEWSLETTER 

·Chicago, Illinois 

. :·} 

May, 1994 

•· What a Difference Just One Year Can Make In the Life of a Community/ 

RISEN LIFE in the SPIRIT 
May is such a glorious 

time of the year. Along with 
the coming of spring, we have 
a rapid succession of feasts to 
celebrate our victory with 
Christ: Ascension Thursday 
(12th), Pentecost (22nd), and 
Trinity Sunday (29th). Also, 
we honor Mary, our heavenly 
Mother throughout this 
month and our earthly 
mothers on May 8th. Those 
are good reasons for joy. 

Before we ease into 
summer, Corpus Christi has 
some important business to 
transact at our annual parish 
Townhall Meeting. We will 
hear the · reports from the 
various Commissions of our 
Parish Pastoral Council and 
elect some new members. 

The Council is pre
paring a new Directory of 
parish organizations and 
ministries; and we · have 
erected a new and bigger sign 
on the corner, one that says 

· what we are really about. The 
work on the church interior is 
scheduled to begin soon. We 
are honored to host the 12th 
annual tour of Chicago's His
toric Churches on May 1st. 

Be sure to keep up 
with your Stewardship com
mitment as we g0, and again 
be generous to the Cardinal's 
Appeal. We are counting on 
all members to support our 
annual Luncheon and Fash
ion Show at the Martinique 
on May 15th. Corpus Christi 
is on a roll! 

Important Dates to Remember 
. May 1 ......... Landmarks Tour 
May 8 . . . . . . . . . . . Mothers' Day _· 
May 12 . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . Ascension 

This issue is being abbreviated so that 
we can print the Deanery 13 Newsletter on the 
back side. Notice_ that our two "Deanery Reps" 
are prominently . featured in a photograph. 
Note the meeting~ on May 5th and 10th.· 

May 15 ........... Fashion Show 
. May 22, 9·:30 AM .. Townhall Meeting 
· June 12, 9:30: AM ... Women's Day 
June 19 . . . . . . . . . . : Fathers' Day 

We are just finishing the final series of 
classes for. our newly baptized and professed 
members .. · They. are wonderful additions to 
our parish family, and now it's time to begin 
signing up next year's candidates.: 

Fr. Christiali Reuter, O.F.M. 
Pastor 

AOC 009914 
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.. 1~312-751-5279 PROF. FITNESS REUIEW 164 P02 APR 12 '94 11:01 

DmlVU>tL\L SPBCI~IC PROTOCOL 
l'OR UV. JOHN CALICO'l"l' 

'6-13-941 

I have reviewed, understood and agree to all requirements of this 
protocol: 

l) Unaccompanied out-of-house activities include the following: 

Cardinal Stritch Retreat House or other assigned priest 
residence • meals • every day. 
Archdiocese of Chicago Office (Pastoral Center) - when needed. 
Viait• with attorney - when necessary. · 
Visits with family, classmates and friends (over age 18) ; 
Social eventa, viaita with family, friends, going to 
restaurants, theaters, movies, libraries, shopping, etc. -
every day (how•v•r, plea&• see # .K'below) . 

~ 
- aa needed. 

2) Attendance at all activities and the specific names, addresses, 
time and telephone numbers regarding resident's whereabouts 
must be entered on the individual's itinerary. If for some 
reason(s) change(e) in individual's schadule has been made, 
resident is obliged to call in and update a staff member 
about his whereabouts immediately. 

3) It is resident's responsibility to be reachable at any given 
time. Resident is accountable for his own time and is required 
to support his attendance at social events with physical 
proof/i.e., movie ticket, receipt from restaurant, etc. If 
such a proof cannot be provided/i.e., visiting friends, dining 
at private residences, etc.,/resident is required to call in 
the residence staff member from the place of his destination. 
Resident is required to call in the residence staff member 
every four hours unless decided otherwise by the Executive 
Director or the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 
The telephone number from where the call has been made may be 
verified by a staff member. Unlisted, unpublished and mobile 
telephone numbers will not suffice. Unsuccessful attempts to 
reach resident when out-of-house will be followed by writing a 
memorandum. Such a memorandum will be kept on file. In case 
of repeated violations, copies of original memoranda will be 
sent to the Professional ~itness Review Administrator, who may 
proceed with whatever steps appropriate to ensure compliance 
with the protocol. 

4) In order to leave the boundaries of Chicago metropolitan area, 
resident must receive permission from the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator. Resident must be accompanied on vacations 
or on any extended absences (i.e. overnight or longer) by an 
approved, adult companion. 

AOC 009915 



• .- -.312-751-5279 PROF. FITNESS REUIEIJ 164 P03 APR 12 1 94 11:02 

5) Prior approval for public celebration of Masses and other 
religious services such as weddings; baptisms, funerals, etc., 
must be received from the Vicar for Priests or designate. 

6) Any contraband materials such as alcohol and pornography will 
be confiscated and can be done by any staff member. 

7) Visitation can only occur only at resident's apartment. All 
visitors must sign in and out at the designated Community Room. 

8) No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at the 
residence unless prior approval has been received from the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator and/or the Executive 
Director. All contact with minors, in and out of the residence, 
can take place only in the presence of an approved adult 
companion to be approved by the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator or in the presence of other responsible adults. 

9) Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of this 
protocol will be addressed by the Executive Director and/or 
designate and may be grounds for modification of currently 
existing arrangements regarding resident's stay in the 
residence. Such a modification will be collectively 
determined by the Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
in conjunction with the Executive Director and/or the priest's 

. In case of emergency, any staff member 
can modify this protocol until an administrative decision can 
be made by Executive Director and/or designate. 

10) In order to change this protocol prior approval must be 
obtained from the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

11) This is a working document which can be changed, altered or 
superseded when there is an indicated need to do so. 

12) A copy of this protocol will be sent to the Office of 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator and the Vicar for 
Priests. ,,/') 

Signed: / I Date: .<2 ·Pr 

Executive 
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May 2, 1994 

Dear-, 

I have received your letter and the accompanying 
signatures which you sent to attest to the character of 
Father Calicott. It is indeed an outpouring of support and 
care. 

You have sent copies to the Fitness Review Board so I 
will not forward copies to them. However, I will ask our 
Vicars for Priests to review what you have sent and to 
continue their consultation with Father Calicott on this 
matter. 

Be assured that I am giving your concerns careful 
consideration and will confer with Father Calicott as soon 
as possible. 

Thank you for your respectful sensitivity to this 
difficult situation. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

cc: Rev. P. O'Malley 
Rev. John Canary 

JLB:SMB/br 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

To: fn, fap!cfc,.,• Date: ¥-ht 
,..--.... 
I (}?YI I 

c,f-a,.,,, ' ~ 'r 
~~~ . 

....-----:::------, 
roJ !U O\VI JL ~: 
I.IO C~tr 2 = !~ 0 .' 

I ; 
OFFICE OF T-HE---..1 
CHANCELLOR 
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Hits ·Arch~iocese · ... Where is the equity? Is there a differ
ent istandard for a cardinal than for a 

00 aCCUsed priest·" . · /:'. 1-?,riest? If so, ~hY: ~nth are so~s of th,!?" 
·: ~~ . ::1., .. D · · • · · ·: r-:::{.7 Father (~b<>rn m his image and likeness J 

Dear Editor:· --~~~~I?... ~.7_,. 7!!;/f and both deserve to be treated fairly:i~, ·.~ 
The recent actions of the Archdiocese The church has reacted to Father John. 

·of Chicago against Father John Calicott•· as a_ unfeeling corporation - not as the 
smacks of the inquisition of the 13th cen- spiritual body it purports to be. How 
tur.v. · . secure, given ·the church's action• in 

Seemingly, the Archdioce::;e has chose'n Father John's case, rnn any priest feel? 
to act as gi·and inquisitor in this matter,. Especially when someone can have a 
ignoring father's civil rights - the mm;C. selective repressed mcmQl.-y .and make an 
basic of which is'innocent until proven1 uncorroborated accusat'Wm""""!gainst a 
guilty. ... · · · .· ·. ·. . '.:> pries.t· of Father John's stature an'rl abil-

lt is hard to imagine that in America';':" ity.. . : . . - ,.-·.·, ··;, c; -:~- .c·> 
iri 1994,' there 's~ems to be two standards·" Where is the eq~? Wi;Wwe•ilil4ke fair
of justice~ one for Cardinal Bemadin '- .' ness? Where is the justice? It is not with 
another· for Father John W. Calicott\~'. this board - at least.not in this case.:;;· 
Bernadin knew the name of his accuser:;,. All we l;;upporters> are asking is that! 
and was allowed full. use of the media to·i!- Father·,John be given.the same' consider:.• 

. clear his name/tell his side. Father John· ... ·: ation that was given Cardinal Bemadin; 
. ,·was·not·granted th.is courtesy ...... · · .•::.for in. the eyes of our Lord we are all 

>:t~.,.-:tBemadin· was··allowed· to remain in ··/equa'I."'~.. · ..... :. ,., · :-~; ·'"_. ·· ",· ," 
"'office:' ''.-:a'nd over5ee his duties_ pending- .,.,.: •_,:' · Carolyn Boyd'.~::1. :.i• ": ' 

. furth'er•investigation. Father John was .. I:.._~~~; __ ,;;·· ; .. _.,. · . _,,:.:. ··- ,,.:c;r_..,.·-
. not granted this'courtesy.·-' :: :p,;;:·::L'.r··i 

,,, "As with' the'.'"cardinal, we have an-
·~unsubstalitiated accusation from almost 

·~- 2o·years'ago. The rightS':of.Father' JQhn's 
~ . :,- accusers:: seen(to be-' u ppermos r;i n'·. the · 
1 .. ~;,minP,s:oLthe?coilnCii~. not~the· rights'.o( a: . 

. : · ;:.' loy·a1:· :(ai'tf1ful~diitifu.1;.i>'8rlsh·:pnesk.He: is· · 
--~.._.-:;::3;prfos'tt w hq":-:l)a~}s~~d!.a'dihffi:i bly!fo';: 

,, .. ._(·:·: evecy'capacity,h'e.h'as'beeil ·a·sK.&l to"seite:-
.~.:.:;:> .. -.~· aeeach 'pari7sl:U1hvhich he ha}served: r 
· .. ·: ·.· ;~ 'iJ:bid.·.the<Aicl:idioeese~trush·:to justice".L ' . -· ·t ·01,' -.,, . .... • ,_. • ., • . •• 

. "' ~ ::~ tq:)ay_e:'J~.£e1:. T~~~:.~L~e_;fr~rne. ~~twe~ri. 
~ .. f!·~ .. : acc·usati6nt'and«reniovaI; was· a- matter. ·or.~ 

··., :,:.::-. !?ii day~?.ffaiu)d ;'ahy'th'ciroJgfi·/ re~ion'h 
. r. : ..... -.. abl(f lt~n.<rui'iyJ b~ 'd_on°e"'jn ;'such' a·:· s hort:f 

~; ;J!!.W:!~~~~~e:fi~i~~~~~~~~;}~~;~i~~·1,2 
. ;~~,,_:: wbile·curider.':th~~Cloud':of accusation;' 

. "~; .... _ remahi.ed' in offi'ce:and"i1{communication· 
· • .- - with family and-friends. Father John has 
· · been removed from his post and i~ being· 

held incommunicado. 
If the church is family, there is a great 

difference in the wav she treats her chil-
dren: · ... . .... -~ . __ __ 

....... ~--··-··~ .. , - . -
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a speech written by Victim IN and given by Victim IN at a Holy Angels 
parish meeting in early May of 1994. In the speech, Victim IN criticizes the Archdiocese and the 
process that resulted in Fr. John Calicott's removal from the pastorate at Holy Angels. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Cardinal Bernardin 
From: Rev. P. O'Malley 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 
5/2/94 

John has asked if he might meet with the leaders of his 
people at Holy Angels and Holy Name of Mary. This is probably 
a good idea if John is willing to deal with the hard facts as 
well as his own disagreement with the procedures. How can we 
be assured that he will give facts as well as opinions. 

REGARDING THE PROCEDURES AND THE BOARD: 

1. Whatever the disagreement with the procedures, they cannot 
become the focus of this meeting. 

2. The Cardinal is in agreement with a rev~ew of the 
procedures. In fact, this review has been part of the 
overall plan from the very beginning. That review will 
take place in the next few months. 

3. Nevertheless, the procedures are our working rules for 
this time. The decision to withdraw will not be revoked. 
The decision to return to ministry will take some time and 
will eventually have to come back to the Fitness Review 
Board for its recommendations. 

4. The Fitness Review Board is a cross section of credible 
people representing the Church of Chicago. There are six 
lay people and three priests. They are respectful of the 
rights of priests and of the rights of the alleged 
victims. Theirs is not an easy task, but they have done 
it with courage and with respect for all sides. 

REGARDING THE PERSONAL MESSAGE JOHN NEEDS TO GET ACROSS: 

1. At any meeting with leaders, John needs to get across the 
message that the archdiocese had reason to believe that 
something did take place in the past. How long ago is not 
important at this time. The man bringing the allegation 
forward was credible. No evidence has arisen since then to 
think he is not still credible. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

John obviously does not want to incriminate himself, but 
he can help people accept what has happened only if he is 
willing to share the truth with them. The people need to 
know the Board did not act without cause. John may be the 
best one to get this across. 

2. John, in some way, needs to tell the people that, besides 
the allegations, he has to deal with his own personal 
matters - and they are not just the stress that has grown 
out of the recent allegations. Obviously he need not go 
into detail. 

shock to John when he heard it. 

is saying he will go along with whatever we ask. He says 
in a "what-else-can-I-do" manner. 

He is hurt, angry, ashamed, afraid, and unforgiving at 
this time. While he does not totally deny that he has 
thought about hurting himself, he says he would not do it for 
his Mother's sake. 

One of John's strongest cries is that he will not be 
able to be healed apart from his people. They are the ones 
who give him strength and hope. Without them, he says he is 
hopeless. 

John wants you to know that he swears he has never done 
anything else to anyone else over the years. 
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Oue&tion{s) for May 3, 1994 .Meeting 

:~."' ~<' ,:~,:: ' . 
~,.;·:;:·~·~.:~: .. ,If you havo a q,uee;tlon(s) that you would like to have addressed by the ACP (Association of Chicago 
r.:.-:; ·}:.:'. .. r·rlee;t) and/or the representatives from the Priest Senate regarding the steps In the process that 
?:,·'.:,";=::··~ .. Prle5t5 accue;ed of alleged sexual mle;conduct have to follow. please write your q,uestlon(s) below. 
·:''';.,, · Pleae;e state y r q,uestlon(s) as briefly ae; possible. 

·· .. -., if- qd: ~AL 
" 

r.:~'~/i ( ~ .f. 

•.• \', . 
. ·;. 

(Namt:) 

(Addrt:55) 

(Phont: Numbt:r) 
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'" ..... 1.) .. 

, "?~r '.' , ' I ' ,' . ' Ouesiion(s) for May 3, 1994 Meeting 

'.' ., 

"' 

~~t;} .. f'-'::':':: .. ,, .· . . . . . 
·"<'t. 2'~ .)f·S'OU .have a ~uestlon(s) that you would llke to have addressed by the ACP (Association of Chicago 
~;;>:'\'.:;tr.test) and/or the representatives from the Priest Senate regarding the steps In the process that 
;y~: , '~) ... :_Prfe:5ts accused of alleged 5exual misconduct have to follow, plea5e write your question( s) 1:1elow • 
. ::!./ '.".: ·-~Pleaae:·atate your que5tlon(s) as 1:1rlefly aa po5sll:1le . 

. :::<:.:}.":: ... -... ;w kiJ ;c~~ tL> (J~ id 

"• 
I ~ • • 
'·t<!'' 

·:'.~;:'.::.,\fr': _.:..-~~~~~~-Ar;:..,t.~::::.._:~~.:+-_£'.;~=-_r:;.~~3L--~~~::::!::3L..J.~~~~ 
r._:, \ 

. ..' 

(Optional) 

Name) 

Address) 

Phone Numln~r) 
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May 5, 1994 

Cardinal Bernardin and the 
Profellllional Fitness Review Board 

Re: Fr. John Calicott 

Dear Gentlemen: 

TEL: 

Fir~t, yuu must w1dersta.ad that I am an Afiican-American "cradle catholic" who has been 
actively involved in "our" church since m.y earliest childhood memories. I love thls church 
and whal il is l1as meant to me and my family. I have been a member of Holy Angels 
Church ~ce November of 1987. 

J carefully chose to follow my elementary catholic education with a catholic collegiate 
education at Xavier University ofNcw Orleans (1977). There my catholic experience was 
enhanced and inspired by twn great Afiican American teachers/preists, Fr. Moses 
Anderson, now Bishop of Detroit and Fr. Jerome Ledeaux. I acquired a greater love and 
respect for my church. I returned to Xavier in 1987 to witness the arrival of Pope John 

Paul 

When J met :Fr. John Calicott, I believed then and now that I was truly meeting a man of 
God. Fr. John has been immense ~-piritual support, inspiration and strength to my farnily 
and the African American community. The accusation of sexual misconduct allegedly 
ocQllling 18 years ago is preposterous. 

I am committed to be a loyal soldier in the church but the appalling and nauseating 
treatment hy the Archdiocese of Fr. John and similarly falsely accused priests, cn:alt:s a 

P:01 
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bitter taste in my mouth. It appears that the church is acting out of fear and pananoia from 
le!al liability or bad press as opposed t.n reasoned, deliberate reflection. 

Tn the theor~Lical and academic environment oflaw school I teamed certain prinL"iples of 
justice, such as fairness, due proces." and equal prulcction of the law. After practicing in 
the real world, the painful but sobering truth of unfairness, "screw process" and inequality 
uf the law's application bit me like a ton of bricks. 

It shocks my conS4--i.t:11vc to think that when one becomes a priest he forfeits many of the 
mu!il SiH .. ·n.:d rights afforded all American. citizens. Even a formally indicted but not 
convicted felon is allowed bond. With bond he has freedom of ingress and egress of his 
residence with out signing in and out. His only restriction is to not leave the jurisdiction of 
the Court. The summary removal of Fr. John from his residence and parish with the 
avcumpanying restrictions of his h'"bcrty remind one of a dictatorship that presumes guik 
uuleii imlocence ~ provc:n. · 

It repulses me to think, in a situation that is not as !>"J>e""i.ous or spurious as 11!!.uppressed 
.WCfilOI)''', one can destroy a professional career by something that happened 18 years or 
almost one-third uf a lifelim.e ago. In the legal arena, there is a rule of remoteness that 
bluvks the introduction of certain evidence because it happened so long ago, that its 
probative value is non-existent, even if true. Even more forcefully, there is such a 
phenomena knuwn as lhc statute of limitations that bars the prosecution of offenses after 
a ce1tain pel"iod of time on the basis of fairness principles. 

I have known Fr. John since his days at Holy Name of Mary and I have known people that 
have knuwn him for years longer than I. I am not aware of the slightest negative opinion 
of him as a relisious leader or human being. 

From the outside looking in it appears that the peer n.:vicw board haN operated like a run 
away grand jury that has issued an indictment with no concrete evidence. Is this the 
American way? From this same llerspective it appears that the review board handled the 
allegations against the Cardinal in a compassioned and measured manner thoroughly 
consistent with the principles of American justice and the presumption of innocence. 

You are participating in an extremely disruptive and potentially destructive process. 

11lis process is hurting an entire faith comwunity uf people whu have lhe utmu!!.1 love and 
respect for Fr. John. In lhc African American community the parish community is not 
con.fined to buildings but stands on relationships between the Pastor and the Pastorate. 

I stnmgly and firmly urge you to right this wrong. Re!!.1ore Fr. John tu his rightful 
pastorship immediately. 

At some point you are going to have to ri~k and say to the people that a mii.1:ake has been 
made and that this priest is okay to return to his parish community. There are hundreds of 

P:02 
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.. 

intelligent. educated and concerned parishioners that wi11 carefully monitor this issue witil 
it is concluded with bis retum. We wiTI not lay down in acceptance or humiliatiou. You 
have yet to experience the groundswell of people camping out at the Chancery if our 
spiritual leadeT ifi not returned. 

11 .:.t ' \. .i. 

cc: 

*Member of the Aorida Bar since 1980 in good standing. 

P:03 
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As you would expect, I am pained deeply by the allegations which 
have been lodged against me. I am pained even more deeply by the 
response of the church; given the length of time which has 
transpired since the alleged behavior. And, yes, I fight a growing 
bitterness regarding these issues. 

The support of my family, of my parishioners and of those with whom 
I have ministered over the years are the only things, at this time, 
which have kept me from leaving the active ministry. 

The hastily prepared document which I have enclosed is intended 
primarily to evoke reflection and, quite possibly, action towards 
revising and amending a process which I personally see as unduly 
negative and fraught with problems relative to the handling of the 
difficult issue of allegations of clerical sexual misconduct with 
minors. 

I have attempted to be as non-judgmental as, given the personal 
circumstances, I can. Quite obviously, a great deal of my own hurt 
and emotional pain will be evident. However, I do not judge those 
who formulated this policy. The issue is a difficult one. I do not 
judge those who presently compose the Professional Fitness Review 
Board, I feel that they were given policies to implement which 
were somewhat flawed from the beginning. And I do not fault the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Chicago, he had to do something relative to 
this troubling issue. 

However, having gone through part of the process, I do hope that my 
observations will serve to call for a re~evaluation of the process, 
as presently constituted, and the implementation of changes and 
amendments which will be as equally healthy and fair to members of 
the presbyterate as to those who place charges against some members 
of the presbyterate. As I mentioned to the Cardinal, "I'm hurting, 
my personal family is hurting, my parishioners and those who have 
known me throughout the years are hurting, my accuser is hurting 
and you, your Eminence, are hurting. No process which brings that 
much hurt to so many good people can possibly be a good process." 
Nor, might I add, can such a process be worthy of the church 
founded by Jesus Christ. 

Please keep me in your prayers at this most difficult time in my 
life. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE SCOPE AND PARAMETERS OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
FITNESS REVIEW BOARD'S ACQUISITION OF PSYCHIATRIC 
AND OTHER SUCH PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE BE MORE CLEARLY 
DEFINED AND DELINEATED. 

As presently constituted, it would appear that virtually anything 
within a person's life may be scrutinized, judged and weighed 
relative to an accused person's fitness for ministry or service to 
the Archdiocese. ("And makes the results (psychiatric evaluation) 
of the examination available to the Board, etc .. " 5. 2 Clerical 
Sexual Misconduct With Minors: Policies For Education, Prevention, 
Assistance To Victims And Procedures For Detennination Of Fitness 
For :r-:ini.:;~ry j Lcg.::.l &nd clinical minds which I queried see -:..hi~ ;:,;,.:; , 
quite probably, a dangerous invasive factor within the process. 
There are factors in the lives of individuals which should remain 
between them and a professional confidante with whom they choose to 
share such . personal infonnation. This principle is recognized 
throughout the church by way of Reconciliations' "seal" and the 
reluctance, for example, to have confessors and spiritual directors 
speak to the fitness of a candidate for orders. Guidelines, 
perhaps, should be developed to more clearly define such 
Professional Fitness Review Board parameters. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD BE 

ENCOURAGED TO EXPLORE WAYS, WHERE AND WHEN IT IS 
FITTING, TO MAINTAIN AND/OR RESTORE THE REPUTATIONS 
OF PRIESTS WHO ARE CHARGED WITH SEXUAL MISCONDUCT. 

An individual has a moral right to his or her reputation. If one 
does not believe the allegations, I have worked twenty years to 
build and maintain a reputation as a good and able priest. If one 
believes the allegations, I have worked eighteen years, with no 
other charges or allegations, to build and maintain a reputation as 

ood riest. 

Even if these 
a legations were totally true, I would have worked and labored with 
not just youth, but parishioners of all ages, within and outside 
the archdiocese, ~ith no inappropriate behavior for longer than 
every minor today has been alive. De facto this has created a 
reputation to which I have a moral right. With no disregard for 
their subjective intent to do good, in besmirching this reputation, 
I feel that the Professional Fitness Review Board has brought 
about, perhaps quite inadvertently, an objective moral disruption 
which many would call immorality, immorality against ·myself, my 
loving family and those who have come to love and care for me over 
the years as their minister. As a Christian, I have no right to use 
my knowledge of past events, say, to destroy the marriage of an 
individual who for years has lived a happily married life and moved 
beyond the historical events which I remember, be my memory of 
those past events accurate or inaccurate. 
I find it ironic that I am in this position. For as Dean and 
Diocesan Priest Personnel Board member I have been privy to hours 
of discussions attempting to protect the reputations of those who 
have engaged in egregious, sometimes almost bizarre behavior, 
within the Archdiocese. And I do not regret. it. I feel that 
Christian charity has demanded such. Such Christian charity, to my 
mind, must be core to the activities of the Professional Fitness 
Review Board. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE RESIDENT PROTOCOL BE TIERED ACCORDING TO 

PERCEIVED RISK FACTORS. 

AOC 009932 



·' 

RECOMMENDATION: THAT PRIESTS AGAINST WHOM SEXUAL MISCONDUCT CHARGES 
ARE LODGED BE ENCOURAGED TO ACQUIRE A PRIEST 
CONFIDANT WHO WILL ACTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY PURSUE 
SAID ACCUSED PRIEST'S RIGHTS BEFORE THE 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD. 

When I asked who was representing me before the Professional 
Fitness Review Board, I was told more than once, "I don't know." 
Admittedly, since I am an African American, the history of African 
Americans in this country may have caused me greater sensitivity in 
this area. However, the good intentions of those sitting on the 
board notwithstanding, I ·am of the opinion that ·no group of 
individuals should have such unchecked and unchallenged power over 
the ::..:..::: :.f anctller ~mmari being. 
I found this factor peculiar in a church which traditionally, from 
mairiage tribunal cases to beatification cases, has been almost 
paranoic about seeing to it that, in the search for truth, all 
sides are assiduously and doggedly examined. 
In my own case, I could not help but wonder who was aggressively 
challenging the board on my "resident protocol?" Who was 
challenging the board on the nwnber of years which have transpired 
since the alleged incidents are said to have taken place? Who.was 
challenging the board on the ''risk" factor that I may or may not 
be? Who was aggressively and unflaggingly challenging the board in 
my behalf? 
I felt that I had been and was being judged by a faceless group of 
individuals who knew neither me, my ministry nor my African 
American community. I felt that a reputation which I had spent 
years building and maintaining was being· unfairly impugned and 
trampled and no one avidly was defending my cause. Effectively, I 
felt deserted by the Archdiocese I had served for almost twenty 
years. 
In speaking with , I have come to 
understand that some Fitness Review Boards are challenged to 
examine whether the allegations are from the parish where the 
priest is presently serving as well as how old the allegations are. 
I am uncertain as if this took place in my hearing before the 
Board. For I was given absolutely no explanation as to why the 
Board determined to take the action which it did. 

~;.. ~ ~ ~4A4~-{-~.3.:;.'f 

fk;, i.. °'-~ ~ 
qJ:,,,{JM ~ - ~& ~ 

-IA,~~~~~ t °1f4- + ~-
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT A CHURCH STATUE OF LIMITATION BE ESTABLISHED 
RELATIVE TO CHARGES OF CLERICAL SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 
WITH MINORS. 

I would suggest that civil and criminal legal systems are not 
without reason for establishing statues of limitation. Each and 
every legal mind which I broached ·about this issue expressed 
chagrin and amazement that the church would give the same weight 
and gravity to an allegation which is eighteen years old as to one 
which occurred within the last year or so. While it is true that, 
at times, it takes years for victims of child abuse to surfac~, in 
this difficult situation, must the church not seek the greater good 
of all involved? Jn the event allegations surface ageinst a p~iest 
who has safely and effectively labored for 10, 20, 30 or 40 years, 
.shoul~ not as much effort be given to protecting his ministry and 
reputation · as to assisting and aiding the victim'? Should the 
sensitivities and sensibilities of thousands of faithful to whom 
this priest has ministered through the years be threatened unless 
it is shown that the one against whom the allegations were made has 
in fact continued to be or is presently a real threat to children? 
Also, I would suggest that traditionally, the church has sought to 
handle such matters in a far more delicate, charitable and fair · 
manner. Although civil law and the media may suggest else, the fact 
is that the church traditionally has sought to handle such matters 
in a pruqential, professional, confidential and faith directed way. 

·The church needs to regain some of its momentum in this area. True, 
there have been problems and failures when the church has done 
this. However, my own experience has indicated to me that it is 
also true, by and large, that the church has done quite well in her 
handling of such situations even prior to the Professional Fitness 
Review Board. 
In the interest of fairness to the reputation of priests and to the 
faith lives of those to whom they minister, I would suggest that a 
STATUE OF LIMITATION be placed on the handling of charges and or 
allegations relative to clerical sexual misconduct with minors; 
that this STATUE OF LIMITATION be clearly promulgated; that it 
include enough time to preclude the possibility of criminal and 
civil action against tne church and that it be clearly understood 
that allegations which come to the church beyond this STATUE OF 
LIMITATION will be handled differently from those allegations which 
are received prior to the STATUE OF LIMITATION. It should be clear 
that allegations which are received after the STATUE OF LIMITATION, 
barring other allegations, will be handled within the internal 
forum of the church with emphasis on assistance to the victim, 
assistance to and maintenance of the reputation of the priest and 
a prudential attempt to avoid scandal to the faithful ~o whom, over 
the years, the priest has ministered. 

~;~~#2-
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT RACIALLY AND CULTURALLY DIVERSE PERITI BE MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THE PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 
IN ITS ATTEMPT TO MORE ADEQUATELY AND FITFULLY DEAL 
WITH ALLEGATIONS AND SUGGESTED THERAPY FOR THOSE 
WHO ARE CHARGED WITH SEXUAL MISCONDUCT. 

There seems to me to be some divergence in thought between Euro
American and African-American therapist in such matters. It appears 
to me that Euro-Americans depend more on the traditional 
psychological tools of psychological testing and traditional 
European and American psychological theories. African American 
therapist, while not negating the importance of these factors, 
appear far more concerned about the affective as related to the 
experiential ~nd; quite possibly, therapeutic lived situatioi£ of 
the human individual. I cannot help but wonder if Hispanic and 
Oriental thought will not also bring differing theories to the 
process. 

1tik-0o~~· 
~/>~c~~~ 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE RETURN TO MINISTRY OF PRIESTS CHARGED WITH 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT BE DEEPLY ENSCONCED WITHIN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF MINISTRY, 
CURRENT PSYCHIATRIC KNOWLEDGE OF HUMAN DYSFUNCTIONS 
AND THE CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE INNATE GOOD OF THE 
HUMAN PERSON AND OF HIS/HER ABILITY TRULY TO BE 
TRANSFORMED. 

As presently promulgated, the process appears to be founded 
primarily on fiduciary concerns and risk management. Thus it 
appears to take a decidedly "worse case scenario" posture. Even the 
off er of assistance to victims appears to be more an attempt to 
protect the Archdiocese from civil suits than a faith filled effort 
t~ tr~ly bring the gospel message. to a most, m·ost difficult 
situation. 
Clearly, it would serve no purpose to have the Ch.'.cago church sink 
within a quagmire of clinical bills and financial >~.:.:.ts. 
However, as important as these concerns are, I do -~~ feel that 
they should be the primary motivating factor for any .~c~diocesan 
policy, especially in so delicate and painful an area ::s this. 
our church was founded by Jesus Christ, an individual 0.:~o risked 
all because of his belief in the innate goodness of eve::y human 
person. I do not believe that the church can survive witho~t this 
as it core motivation. As much as I presently hurt, I do no~ wish 
to judge, and so must acknowledge that such motivation may be 
there.· However, I have not sensed· such a faith filled core 
motivation within the process, at least, as I have experienced it. 
If I who have ministered for so many years in love for and fidelity 
to the church now find my ministry threatened by such ancient 
allegations, I can only imagine the depression and dismay of those 
who are faced with alle ations which are but a few ears old. 

One noted that the church 
must be willing to do something African Americans have had to do 
since slavery, "risk." African Americans have had to "risk" that 
the dysfunction which caused slavery could be overcome within the 
slave owner and his or her descendants. 
I feel that the church must regain optimism about the ability to 
return priests who have such allegations lodged against them to 
full ministry. Many such priests are and will continue to labor 
dutifully and properly within the church. 

~~&~j~-~~- ~ 
~~~~~~~~~ 
M ~~~~-
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As you would expect, I am pained deeply by the allegations which 
have been lodged against me. I am pained even more deeply by the 
response of the church, given the length of time which has 
transpired since the alleged behavior. And, yes, I fight a growing 
bitterness regarding these issues. 

The support of my family, of my parishioners and of those with whom 
I have ministered over the years are the only things, at this time, 
which have kept me from leaving the active ministry. 

The hastily prepared document which I have enclosed is intended 
primarily to evoke reflection and, quite possibly, action towards 
revising and amending a process which I personally see as unduly 
negative and fraught with problems relative to the handling of the 
difficult issue of allegations of clerical sexual misconduct with 
minors. 

I have attempted to be as non-judgmental as, given the personal 
circumstances, I can. Quite obviously, a great deal of my own hurt 
and emotional pain will be evident. However, I do not judge those 
who formulated this policy. The issue is a difficult one. I do not 
judge those who presently compose the Professional Fitness Review 
Board, I feel that they were given policies to implement which 
were somewhat flawed from the beginning. And I do not fault the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Chicago, he had to do something relative to 
this troubling issue. 

However, having gone through part of the process, I do hope that my 
observations will serve to call for a re-evaluation of the process, 
as presently constituted, and the implementation of changes and 
amendments which will be as equally healthy and fair to members of 
the presbyterate as to those who place charges against some members 
of the presbyterate. As I mentioned to the Cardinal, "I'm hurting, 
my personal family is hurting, my parishioners and those who have 
known me throughout the years are hurting, my accuser is hurting 
and you, your Eminence, are hurting. No process which brings that 
much hurt to so many good people can possibly be a good process." 
Nor, might I add, can such a process be worthy of the church 
founded by Jesus Christ. 

Please keep me in your prayers at this most difficult time in my 
life. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE SCOPE AND PARAMETERS OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
FITNESS REVIEW BOARD'S ACQUISITION OF PSYCHIATRIC 
AND OTHER SUCH PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE BE MORE CLEARLY 
DEFINED AND DELINEATED. 

As presently constituted, it would appear that virtually anything 
within a person's life may be scrutinized, judged and weighed 
relative to an accused person's fitness for ministry or service to 
the Archdiocese. ("And makes the results (psychiatric evaluation) 
of the examination available to the Board, etc .. " 5. 2 Clerical 
Sexual Misconduct With Minors: Policies For Education, Prevention, 
Assistance To Victims And Procedures For Determination Of Fitness 
For :r-:inis~ryj Lcs-::.1 c.nd clinical minds which I queried ::.~e ~:ii;; ~3, 
quite probably, a dangerous invasive factor within the process. 
There are factors.in the lives of individuals which should remain 
between them and a professional confidante with whom they choose to 
share such personal information. This principle is recognized 
throughout the church by way of Reconciliations' "seal" and the 
reluctance, for example, to have confessors and spiritual directors 
speak to the fitness of a candidate for orders. Guidelines, 
perhaps, should be developed to more clearly define such 
Professional Fitness Review Board parameters. 

l 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD BE 
ENCOURAGED TO EXPLORE WAYS, WHERE AND WHEN T IS 

1,..\-. n FITTING, TO MAINTAIN AND/OR RESTORE T~EPUTATIO .. 
-/' . v OF PRIESTS WH5ARE CHARGED WfrH SEXUAL MI CONDUCT. 

An individual has a moral right to his or her reputation. If one 
does not believe the allegations, I have worked twenty _years to 
build and maintain a reputation as a good and able priest. If one 
believes the allegations, I have worked eighteen years, with no 
other charges or allegations, to build and maintain a re uta · 
a ood riest. 

ven if these 
a ega ions were totally true, I would have worked and labored with 
not just youth, but parishioners of all ages, within and outside 
the archdiocese, with no inappropriate behavior for longer than 
every minor today has been alive. De facto this has created a 

_;:eputation to which I haye a moral right. W1tn no disregard""Ior 
their subjective intent to do good, in besmirching this reputation, 
I feel that the Professional Fitness Revie11r Board has brought 
about, perhaps quite inadvertently, an objeC'tive moral.disruption 
which many would call immorality, immorality against myself, my 
loving family and those who have come to love and care for me over 
the years as their minister. As a Christian, I have no right to use{l 
my knowledge of past events, say, to destroy the marriage of an 1 

individual who for years has lived a happily married life and moved ' 
beyond the historical events which I remember, be my memory of 
those past events accurate or inaccurate. 
I find it ironic that I am in this positicm. For as Dean and 
Diocesan Priest Personnel Board member I have been privy to hours 
of discussions attempting to protect the reputations of those who 
have engaged in egregious, sometimes almost bizarre behavior, 
within the Archdiocese. And I do not regr•=t. it. I feel that 
Christian charity has demanded such. Such Christian charity, to my 
mind, must be core to the. activities of the Professional Fitness 
Review Board. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE RESIDENT PROT_Q_C_OL BE TIERED ACCORDING TO 

~'3 PERCEIVED RISK FACTORS. 

Although I have had no other charges or allegations lodged against 
me and in spite of the fact that the age of the allegations 
preclude any real possibility of criminal and/or civil action I was 
immediately placed on what I call "ecclesiastical house arrest." 
This resident protocol requires that I provide a daily detairecr
itinerary with phone numbers. When out, I must call in every four 
hours. I attempted to think of a comparable civil or criminal 
deprivation of freedom but could not do so. In our society someone 
charged with murder can post bail and go and come as he chooses. 
One African American attorney to whom I spoke about this matter 
remarked, . "you have less freedom than a cha~~_ felon who has~ 
posted· bail_._" Again, my African American sensibilities undoubtedly 
play a part here. For I become very concerned about the curtailment 
or denial of human freedoms without a fit and a.pt judicial process. 
Even so, given the present climate relative to risk, I initially 
endured this quite satisfactorily. It began to wear 
other allegations surfaced (which I knew would not ha 
eventuall 

. I was never given the 
opportunity of cooperating with the Professional Fitness Review 
Board in this area. I was never offered the opportunity of just 
making certain that there was always ari adult present when I was 
with a minor or that I was never alone with a minor, etc .. 
To have been immediately adiudged such a grE~at risk to childr~.n 

=that my freedoms were·· so cfrastically curt.a.iled, I found depressing 
·demeaning ancrae:ttroI."arrzing. This is not to J:aul t those .who were 
charged with making certain that the protocol was followed. 
Certainly, with my self, this seemed to be a difficult task for 
them but they did have a professional duty and were true to it. 
I suggest that there be a tiered resident protocol. That priests;·;· 
who have allegations lodged against them are moved through the 
tiers and returned to their full natural human freedoms as soon as 
possible. I feel that this is an issue of charity and justice. And 
as an African American, I feel that this is an issue of human 
liberation. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT PRIESTS AGAINST WHOM SEXUAL MISCONDUCT CHARGES 
ARE LODGED BE ENCOURAGED TO ACQUIRE A PRIEST 
CONFIDANT._NHO WILL ACTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY PURSUE 
SAID ACCUSED PRIEST'S RIGHTS BEFORE THE 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD. 

When I asked who was representing me before the Professional 
Fitness Review Board, I was told more than once, "I don't know." 
Admittedly, since I am an African Americ~n, the history of African 
Americans in this country may have caused me greater sensitivity in 
this area. However, the good intentions of those sitting on the 
board notwithstanding, I am of the opinion that · no group .. of 
individuals should have such unchecked and unchallenged power over 
tha""":i::: ::.f a'1cther ~1uma.r1 being. ---.. 
I found this factor peculiar in a church which traditionally, from 
marriage tribunal cases to beatification cases, has been almost 
paranoic about seeing to it that, in the search for truth, all 
sides are assiduously and doggedly examined. 
In my own case, I could not help but wonder who was aggressively 
challenging the board on my "resident protocol?" Who was 
challenging the board on the number of years which have transpired 
since the alleged incidents are said to have taken place? Who.was 
challenging the board on the "risk" factor that I may or may not 
be? Who was aggressively and unflaggingly challenging the board in 
my behalf? 
I felt that I had been and was being judged by a faceless group of 
individuals who knew neither me, my ministry nor my African 
American community. I felt that a reputation which I had spent 
years building and maintaining was being · unfairly impugned and 
trampled and no one avidly was defending my cause. Effectively, I 
felt deserted by the Archdiocese I had served for almost twenty 
years. 
In speaking with , I have come to 
understand that some Fitness Review Boards are challenged to 
examine whether the allegations are from the parish where the 
priest is presently serving as well as how old the allegations are. 
I am uncertain as if this took place in my hearing before the 
Board. For I was given absolutely no explanation as to why the 
Board determined to take the action which it did. 

I 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT A CHURCH STATUE OF LIMITATION BE ESTABLISHED 
RELATIVE TO CHARGES OF CLERICAL SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 

~ s-· WITH MINORS . 

I would suggest that civil and criminal legal systems are not 
without reason for establishing statues of limitation. Each and 
every legal mind which I broached ·about this issue expressed 
chagrin and amazement that the church would give the same weight 
and gravity to an allegation which is eighteel'! .. Y~ars old as to one 
which occurred within the last year or so. While it is true that, 
at times, it takes years for victims of child abuse to surface, in 
this difficult situation, must the church not seek the greater good 
df all invnlved? In the event allegations surface ageinst a priest 
who has safely and effectively labored for 10, 20, 30 or 40 years, 
should not as much effort be given to protecting his ministry and 
reputation as to assisting and aiding the victim? Should the 
sensitivities and sensibilities of thousands of faithful to whom 
this priest has ministered through the years be threatened unless 
it is shown that t~e one against whom the allegations were made has 
in fact continued to be or is presently a real threat to children? 
Also, I would suggest that traditionally, the church has sought to 
handle such matters in a far more delicate, charitable and fair 
manner. Although civil law and the media may suggest else, the fact 
is that the church traditionally has sought to handle such matters 
in a prudential, professional, confidential and faith directed way. 
The church needs to regain some of its momentum in this area. True, 
there have been problems and failures when the church has done 
this. However, my own experience has indicated to me that it is 
also true, by and large, that the church has done quite well in her 
handling of such situations even prior to the Professional Fitness 
Review Board. 
In the interest of fairness to the reputation of priests and to the 
faith lives of those to whom they minister, I would suggest that a 
STATUE OF LIMITATION be placed on the handling of charges and or 
allegations rel~tive to clerical sexual misconduct with minors; 
that this STATUE OF LIMITATION be clearly promulgated; that it 
include enough time to preclude the possibility of criminal and 
civil action against the church and that it bt~ clearly understood 
that allegations which come to the church beyond this STATUE OF 
LIMITATION will be handled differently from those allegations which 
are received prior to the STATUE OF LIMITATION. It should be clear 
that allegations which are received after the STATUE OF LIMITATION, 
barring other allegations, will be handled within the internal 
forum of the church with emphasis on assistance to the victim, 
assistance to and maintenance of the reputation of the priest and 
a prudential attempt to avoid scandal to the faithful ~o whom, over 
the years, the priest has ministered. 

(. ~ -- __..,,, j 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

.-----, 
THAT RACIALLY AND CULTURALLY DIVERSE~~-~E MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THE PROFESSIONAIJ FITNE~~ BOARD 
IN ITS ATTEMPT TO MORE ADEQUATELY AND FITFULLY DEAL 
WITH ALLEGATIONS AND SUGGESTED THERAPY FOR THOSE 
WHO ARE CHARGED WITH SEXUAL MISCONDUCT. 

There seems to me to be some divergence in thought between Euro
Amer ican and African-American therapist in such matters. It appears 
to me that Euro-Americans depend more on the traditional 
psychological tools of psychological testing and traditional 
European and American psychological theories. African American 
therapist, while not negating the importance of these factors, 
appear far more concerned about the affective as related to the 
expe!"iential :i.nd; quite p::ssibly, therapeutic li v€d si tuatio;; of 
the human individual. I cannot help but wonder if Hispanic and 
Oriental thought will not also bring differing theories to the 
process. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

-~1 

THAT THE RETURN TO MINISTRY OF PRIESTS CHARGED WITH 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT BE DEEPLY ENSCONCED WITHIN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF MINISTRY, 
CURRENT PSYCHIATRIC KNOWLEDGE OF HUMAN DYSFUNCTIONS 
AND THE CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE INNATE GOOD OF THE 
HUMAN PERSON AND OF HIS/HER ABILITY TRULY TO BE 
TRANSFORMED. 

As presently promulgated, the process appears to be founded 
primarily on fiduciary concerns and risk management. Thus it 
appears to take a decidedly "worse case scenario" posture. Even the 
off er of assistance to victims appears to be more an attempt to 
protect the Archdiocese from civil suits than a faith filled effort 
t::- tr~ly bring the gospel message tc .:::. most, most difficul"t 
situation. 
Clearly, it would serve no purpose to have the ch:.cago church sink 
within a quagmire of clinical bills and financial -;~..:..:..ts. 
However, as important as these concerns are, I do -~~ feel that 
they should be the primary motivating factor :Eor an:y .::-c::idiocesan 
policy, especially in so delicate and painful an area .~s this. 
our church was founded by Jesus Christ, an individual ~:~o risked 
all because of his belief in the- innate goodness of eve::y human 
person. I do not believe that the church can ::;urvive witho;.:.t this 
as it core motivation. As much as I presently hurt, I do no~ wish 
to judge, and so must acknowledge that such motivation may be 
there. However, I have not sensed· such a faith filled core 
motivation within the process, at least, as I have experienced it. 
If I who have ministered for so many years in love for and fidelity 
to the church now find my ministry threatened by such ancient 
allegations, I can only imagine the depression and dismay of those 
who are faced with alle ations which are but a few ears old. 

One noted that the church 
must ·be willing to do something African Americans have had to do 
since slavery, "risk." African Americans have had to "risk" that 
the dysfunction which caused slavery could be overcome within the 
slave owner and his or her descendants. 
I feel that the church must regain optimism about the ability to 
return priests who have such allegations lodged against them to 
full ministry. Many such priests are and will continue to labor 
dutifully and properly within the church. 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
The Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Your Eminence: 

May 6, 1994 

As you aware, I have previously written to you 
concerning the status of Father John Calicott, 
Pastor of Holy Angels Church. It is with great joy 
that I learned today that you have granted 
permission for Father John, as we affectionately 
call him, to say the twelve o'clock Mass at Holy 
Angels Church on Mothers' Day. I commend you for 
this decision and express my gratitude and that of 
the other parishioners of Holy Angels Church. I 
realize that you must have done a lot of soul 
searching and praying to make this correct 
decision. God guided you. You are to be applauded 
for this Mothers1 Day gift to the parishioners of 
Holy Angels. 

Father Calicott has agreed to abide by the 

We, 
the community of Holy Angels Church, want him to 
return as our spiritual leader and pastor. 

Personally, I can emphasize with Father Calicott 

Again, bless you this gift and remember me in your 
prayers. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. Dennis Riley 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear Dennis, 

May 6, 1994 

As I informed you on Friday, May 6, Fr. John's pastoral 
salary and his benefits will be temporarily provided by the 
Pastoral Center of the Archdiocese. This is standard 
practice when a man goes on some kind of medical or 
administrative leave. It insures that he receives his salary 
regularly and that there is no additional burden placed on 
the parish. 

There really is no need for anyone outside of the one 
who is in charge of your books to know this fact. He will 
receive his salary and benefits in this manner as long as the 
present situation continues. 

Thanks for your great help at Holy Angels, Dennis. Your 
contribution at our Friday afternoon meeting was significant 
from several points of view. Your insights into the people's 
point of view are most helpful. 

Again, I wish you well and if you have any comments or 
questions along the way and you feel that I can be helpful in 
resolving them, please don't hesitate to call. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 

AOC 009946 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 5/6/94 
Re: John Calicott 

The Cardinal met with Fr. Calicott on Friday morning, 5/6/94. 
Present also were Fr. Paprocki and Fr. O'Malley. The 
Cardinal was dealing with the request that had come through 
Fr. Dennis Riley and Fr. Ehr, s.v.o., that Calicott would be 
allowed to celebrate Mass at Holy Angels on his 20th 
anniversary this coming Sunday. 

The Cardinal had contacted Calicott when the request came 
before him. He asked Calicott whether he was in accord with 
this request. Calicott said he did and the cardinal asked if 
he would come in for a talk. 

The cardinal began by stating that he would like to make an 
exception to the rule and allow John to do this, to have the 
Mass on the 20th anniversary. He felt it would be good for 
John and good for the community. He did offer two cautions: 

1 - He asked John not to discuss in any way John's opinion 
about the policies and procedures. The Cardinal said that 
the Mass and homily are not a forum for that. The cardinal 
feels that he has listened to different people, the pastors, 
the Pastoral Council, some leadership people and others and 
the¥ all agree that the procedures will need a thorough 
review. John said that it was never his intention to talk 
about these things at the Mass. He says that privately he is 
putting together his own reflections on the process and will 
submit that to the Cardinal. 

2 - The cardinal then said that he would like to ask John to 
help put some closure to this first chapter of this event. 
He asked John to tell the people that he is going away and 
needs the help that he will be getting. This is a fact. At 
some point John will have to publicly admit that somethin9 
transpired and that the young man who brought the allegation 
forward is a credible young person. John says that he has 
already said this to people. But we are still getting 
reports that people think the allegations are false, for 
example, the heading on the many petitions that came 
indicates that people think the allegations are false. 
Calicott had not seen those petititons. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

John is going to have to take the pressure off this young man 
by tellin9 people that the young man is credible. John said 
that he will do this. Obviously this is going to be very 
difficult for him. It will not be surprising if he cannot 
totally pull it off right now. 

The Cardinal asked John to give him a copy of what he would 
say or have Dennis Riley tape record what he will say and 
just in case we need to respond in some way to it after John 
is gone. John agreed. 

John, in a very emotional way, ex~ressed his terrible 
feelings about the fact that he himself has never received 
any assistance up until just recently. The Cardinal did say 
to him that perhaps in some way this whole situation is a 
"felix culpa" in that John is now able to get some help in 
this matter. 

John did say that he would do his very best to comply with 
the Cardinal's wishes in this matter. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 

From: 
Date: 
Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Mr. Steve Sidlowski 
Mrs. Rita Mongan 
Professional Fitness Review Office 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
5/6/94 
John Calicott 

As of May 1, John Calicott is on your salary schedule. He 
will be , probably for the next six 
months. His check should be mailed to 11111111 

Sr. Joyce Raden is preparing the information that you will 
need to cut that check. John will be receiving a pastor's 
salary as long as he is still listed as the pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish. I have notified the administrator of the 
parish of this payroll change. 
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NOTES FROM THE HOLY ANGELS PARISH MEETING OF MAY 3, 1994 

Submitted by Rev. Dominic J. Grassi, Chairperson of the Association of Chicago 
Priests. 

These notes are for Cardinal Bernardin. I promised the people present that I would 
relay them to him -- not just the words but the feelings as well. 

There are two issued that surfaced and must be dealt with separately. The first, 
obviously deals with the removal of John Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels and the 
process of removal. The second, is the larger feeling of abandonment by the 
institutional Church of the African American Community, especially in the actions and 
behavior of the Cardinal. I will address each of these issues. 

There were strong feelings that the process of removal was narrow in its focus 
including no one form the parish in the review process. The African American 
Community views psychiatry as an inexact science and that science was seen as 
having been practiced on John Calicott, especially in the person of Bishop Jack 
Gorman. 

Some specific questions they wanted directed to the Cardinal included: 
Why was John taken away if he is no danger to children? John's brother spoke and 
seemed to indicate that John had passed the first part of the process and found not 
to be a danger to children. 
Why was the decision taken out of the African American Community? 
Is there a trial in this process? 
Was the annual evaluation of the process done as mandated in it? 
How is a priest who is found innocent returned to his parish in this process? 
Has the Archdiocese looked at other processes that are more humane like Project 
Benjamin in Milwaukee? 

Other points mentioned included: 
Feeling that John was singled out because he would have been too outspoken as an 
African American Bishop. 
The fact that I and Jim Kazorowski were there would not sooth any wounds. 
Two policies are needed: one when current minors are the accusers and one when 
adults come forth. 
The process puts the life of a person in the hands of one person (Steve Sidowski) 
rather than in a group. 
The process really exists to protect downtown from massive lawsuits and not the 
accused priests. 
The decision came about too quickly. 

Attached are two other sets of questions handed to me by parishioners after the 
meeting. 
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The second major issue addressed by the parishioners present with great feeling and 
concern was the appearance of Archdiocesan abandonment of the African American 
Community. Both and 's names came up as examples of good 
priests empowering African Americans who have been shut down because of this 
policy. They cited the fact that their deanery is now down to 10 parishes. There is 
less support from downtown, fewer clergy (and they are burning out quickly), more 
demands (The Cardinal's Appeal), and a feeling of being taken for granted. Much of 
the negative feelings were directed to the Cardinal himself. They felt that Cardinal 
Cody whom they had fought with regularly was not hiding behind nice words, pius 
sayings, and underlings doing the dirty work. Quote, "He is going to loose the entire 
African American Community, not just us." Quote, "·Don't make the same mistake as 
the officials did about Fr. Stallings in Washington." Quote, "We will leave if Fr. John 
does not return." 

They want to talk to the Cardinal, not someone who works for him. They want the 
meeting to be open to the whole parish not just to the parish council. 

On a personal note, I heard more pain, hurt and sorrow on this issue than anger. 
There is a genuine feeling of abandonment and I feel it would be good for the 
Cardinal to meet with the people since they say, quote: "The Cardinal is moving 
African Americans away from the Church." 

The accuser was present but did not speak. Attached is a copy of the speech he gave 
the night before leading the rumor to spread that he had recanted. 

The meeting, I feel, was at the best harmless, but not very helpful. The people 
expected someone there who could give them answers, specific ones, regarding the 
process. They weren't angry with our being there, but they were very frustrated 
that they could not get answers about a process in which a priest and pastor they 
love was caught up in. 

Personally, I felt used and the good will of the A.C.P. used as well. I relay these 
notes with the hope and the prayer that further action will be taken regarding John 
Calicott and his parishioners and that the larger hurt of the community be recognized 
and dealt with. Without sounding self serving the ACP workshop on racism would 
have been a good opportunity for some in the Pastoral Center to grow more sensitive 
to this issue. No one was there. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Dominic J. Grassi 
Chairperson, The Association of Chicago Priests 
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Meeting at Holy Angel_> 

May 3, 1994 . 
7:30 P.M. 

The meeting began with an introduction by Dorn and I. 

Dorn explained that the A.C.P, was an independent organization representing 

450 priests. It was like a union. It was not afraid to say anything and "let 

the chips fall where they may". 

I explained that the Presbyteral Council was one of the consultative bodies 

to the Cardinal· and it represented all the priests in the Archdiocese. 

We (Dorn & I) both said we were there mainly to listen and that we too shared 

in the pain they are going through at the removal (temporary?) of their pastor 

and that they were in our daily prayers. We would report what we have heard to 

the Cardinal. 

The main focus of the meeting was to bring Fr. John back to Holy Angels as soon 

as possible. John is not a "threat" to children. Why is he not back with his 

family that can help support him in time of need? Why does the Cardinal take 

John (who is hurting) away from his family? This happened 18 years ago and there 

is no pattern of sexual misconduct. 

The rest of the meeting dealt with the division between the African American 

Conununity and the rest of the Church (downtown) and concerns regarding the 

Archdiocesan policy of sexual misconduct with minors. 

Here are some comments regarding that division. 

I - Downtown thinks like white people. They are more reserved; they 

also show little feeling. The African Americans wear their emotions 

II - Since John was a candidate for bishop there is a conspiracy in the 

church to slander him. 

III - There were more African American Catholic Churches closed than any 

other group. The removal of Fr. John and the closings is a plot to 

"push out" the African Americans out of the Catholic Church. 

IV - There is a double standard. Fr. John and the Cardinal were no threat 

to children. The Cardinal doesn'.~ get pulled out by the review board 

and Fr. John does. 

Here are some comments regarding the Archdiocesan Policy on Sexual Misconduct 

with minors. 

I - The policy says it will be evaluated every year. It is two years old. 

Has there been an evaluation of this policy? 
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II - The policy states there will be programs to help the community deal 

with their hurt and confusion at the removal of their pastor (priest) 

The Archdiocese has offered no 'programs. 

III - The people of Holy Angels believe there should be 2 policies. 

1. One dealing with allegations of children molested by priests and 

reported when they are children and 

2. Adults reporting allegations of sexual misconduct by priests when 

they (adults) were children. 

IV - The Fitness Review Administrator whould not be one individual but 

a panel of people. 

V - All Archdiocesan employees should be given a copy of the policy regarding 

sexual misconduct. 

VI - The policy (process) does not seek the truth. Its main focus is to 

protect the church from law suits. 

Other concerns of the people of Holy Angels was to review policies of other. 

dioceses regarding sexual misconduct with minors. (eg) Milwaukee who they claim 

many times do not pull out their priests. 

Also there were concerns on getting the 450 names of A.C.P. to help them support 

the return of Fr. John to their parish by way of petitions, marching, etc. 

In suilUl1ary 175 concerned people attended the meeting. The meeting was well 

organized and was conducted with respect. As African Americans the people feel 

they are not being heard or understood because of their culture. A significant 

number of leaders said they are on the verge of leaving the church if Fr. John 

does'nt return soon. They will not wait 1 year. 

"i.'hey reel. i:he Cardinal nas .:.is:respecteG .n:-. Joim who is loyal to him. They 

want the Cardinal to come to Holy Angels to understand their pain. 

Submitted by Jim Kaczorowski 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 5/7/94 
Re: John Calicott 

On Friday, 5/6/94, Fr. Paprocki convened a meeting of Ralph 
Bonaccorsi, Steve Sidlowski, Rev. James Kaczorowski, who is 
head of the Presbyteral Council, Rev. Dominic Grassi, of the 
ACP, and Fr. Dennis Riley, the administrator of Holy Angels. 
The Cardinal was present for most of the meeting. Frs. 
Riley, Kaczorowski, and Grassi gave their impressions of the 
Tuesday evening meeting at Holy Angels. 

They said about 170/175 people came. Both Kaczorowski and 
Grassi gave written rerorts. Dennis Riley brought the 
written notes from remarks, which were spoken 
on Monday night at the leadership meeting. the man 
bringing forth the allegation, was present at the Tuesday 
evening meeting, but he did not say anything. 

It seems there are at least three issues from the parish: 

1 - The process itself: the people had a number of questions 
about the process. Had Fr. Paprocki been present, he could 
have answered them, but the leadership did not want him 
present at that time, seeing him as a representative of 
"downtown". 

2 - The process as applied to John Calicott s~ecifically; 
this of course was a major focus for the evening. 

3 - The process has brought forth the feelings of other Afro
Americans about the Church and its failure to respect and 
understand the culture of Afro-Americans. 

How can these three points be dealt with? 

1 - The question of the review of the policy and procedures 
is fairly easy. The Board itself has already begun a review 
and submitted some suggestions. There will be a pull-away 
day to begin the further review of the procedures towards the 
end of May. What further consultation will take place after 
that has still to be determined. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 54~~ 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

2 - The process as applied to John Calicott: The Cardinal is 
bound b¥ the process as it exists. He has given permission 
for Calicott to celebrate a 20th anniversary Mass on Sunday 
at Holy Angels in the hope that this will be a pastoral reach 
out to the people and to John himself. Those present felt it 
was a very good risk to take. 

3 - The larger question of the feelings of the Afro-American 
community vis-a-vis the Church have to be addressed in 
different ways. 

The Cardinal is willing to meet with the people of Holy 
Angels. We suggested the following scenario: 

A - Fr. Riley will bring to his leadership people the 
question of how that meeting with the Cardinal should go, how 
it should be structured, and what should be the its content. 

B - The suggestion will be made to the leadership group that 
there be a follow-up meeting specifically scheduled to 
explain and answer any questions about the policies and 
procedures. It is presumed that the first meeting will be 
one where the people will be speaking more from their hearts. 

c - The leadership committee will devise its own strategy for 
the meeting and will then appoint a small qroup to meet with 
the Cardinal to explain their position. The Cardinal will be 
able to dialog with them as to what he can and cannot do. 
Between them, that is, the small group and the Cardinal, they 
will fashion what that meeting with the people should be 
like. 

This seemed to be acceptable to all present. Riley will get 
it moving in the parish and will be back to the Cardinal when 
he returns from Rome. The meeting seemed to go well. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

To: 

cc: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

MEMORANDUM 

File 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Mr. Stephen F. Sidlowski, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 'TT)fJ 

May 10, 1994 

Reverend John W. Calicott - Dispensation from Administrative Leave 

On Wednesday, May 4, 1994, Cardinal Bernardin received a request from 
Father Donald J. Ehr, S.V.D., Pastor of St. Elizabeth Parish, on behalf of Father 
John Calicott, asking if Father Calicott could be permitted to say Mass @ Holy 
Angels Parish on Sunday, May 8, 1994, to celebrate his 20th anniversary of 
ordination as a priest. Father Ehr strongly urged that the Cardinal grant this 
request for the good of both Father Calicott and the Parish. 

On Friday morning, May 6, 1994, Cardinal Bernardin, Father Patrick 
J. O'Malley, and I met with Father Calicott at the Cardinal's residence to 
discuss this request. Cardinal Bernardin indicated that he would be willing to 
grant this request under certain conditions: (1) Father Calicott was not to use 
this occasion to criticize the Archdiocese or bash archdiocesan policies and 
procedures; (2) Father Calicott should indicate himself to the people that he is 
going away on Tuesday, that he wants to go , that he 
needs it, and that it will help him. He should also ask the people to pray for 
him while he is gone. Father O'Malley also urged Father Calicott to make some 
indication that something, indeed, had happened in the past; this is needed 
because of the erroneous perception that the accuser is making false allegations 
and that the Archdiocese is acting on false allegations. Father Calicott 
indicated that this would be very difficult for him to do, but expressed his 
willingness to cooperate and to speak as indicated. The Cardinal also asked 
Father Calicott if he would tape-record the homily for his own protection. 
Father Calicott indicated that he would. 

On Tuesday, May 10, 1994, I spoke with Father Dennis S. Riley, 
Temporary Administrator of Holy Angels Parish. He reported that Father Calicott 
indicated in his homily on Sunday, that he is going and, in fact, 
also stated that He 
ex ressed his hope that he would be able to return to the Parish after • 

He also said that there were certain things that he 
couldn't reveal because of confidentiality. Father Riley indicated that a tape-

AOC 009962 



Memorandum to File Re. Fr. John V. Calicott 
May 10, 1994 
Page Two 

recording had been made of the homily and he would be providing it to me. 

The bottom line is that Father Riley feels that Father Calicott's remarks 
had a very healing tone and that the entire experience on Sunday morning was very 
beneficial. 

It should be noted that this dispensation from Father Calicott's 
Administrative Leave was made as a one-time exception and otherwise his 
Administrative Leave remains in effect. 
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Phone Call to Rev. Dennis Riley: 5-12-94 

Regarding last Sunday's (5-8-94) 20th Anniversary Mass 
celebrated by John Calicott: 

"Things did go well as a step to healing. It put a human side 
on it and was special for a number of people. I did give at the 
Deanery meeting a tape of the homily John gave." 

had mentioned that he was candid and 

- Everyone hoping that J.C. will come back and be back even before 
the end of the 6 mos. stage ... (or at least when time's up). 

- Also, a parishioner has VIDEO taped the Mass. Dennis' concern -
that this period is the "calm before the storm; i.e. ok he's there 
and he's cooperating," Dennis thinks people are probably thinking, 
but in 6 months, they'll be expecting J.C. will be returning and 
Dennis expects them to be deluged with questions to that effect 
then (say Nov ... ?). 
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Writer's Direct Number: -

May 13, 1994 

Cardinal Bernadin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Dear Cardinal Bernadin: 

Thank you for allowing Father John Calicott to minister to his parish on Mother's Day. 
As Father John stood in the pulpit this Sunday, peace and hope filled the community. · You inflicted a 
deep wound upon us when you removed Father John. Our community suffers. I wonder if you realize 
how much actual devastation you caused, in the interest of avoiding a philosophical potential harm. 

I met Father John when my children were quite small. I weighed the risk of teaching my children 
to trust him, recognizing the damage which could result if he ever breached this trust. The balance 
tipped heavily toward trusting this beautiful man. He is not capable of harming anyone. My children, 
have been enriched spiritually, intellectually, and emotionally as a direct result of Father John's influence 
in their lives. 

When professional people confront pain in their lives, they do not abandon their 
families, life work, and responsibilities. Work is part of the therapeutic process. Father John should not 
be allowed to escape his mission. Rather he should be using this time improving and humanizing his 
ministry. 

I hope you can find the compassion and prudence to return Father John to Holy Angels, 
recognizing that carving out exceptions does not change the spirit of the Church's concern for sexual 
abuse victims. Carving out an exception in this case, demonstrates concern for a community of people 
who bleed from a great loss;· and concern for a priest who has been a faithful servant of the Lord and 
the Church his entire life. Please send Father John home soon. 

Sincerely yours, 

Attorney at Law 
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MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

Date: May 14, 1994 

Board Members Present: 

Others Present: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 

* The Board thoroughly discussed the Statistics Report to Cardinal 
Bernardin from the Office of Professional Fitness Review submitted 
to the Cardinal by the Administrator in a meeting in March 1994. 
Certain matters regarding the purpose behind the Report and its 
format as well as the various issues the Administrator raised in 
his Comments section were deliberated over. The Board members had 
various views on particular issues, and there was no complete 
consensus on whether all "old" pre-Board matters involving 
Archdiocesan priests sexual misconduct with minors matters should 
come to the Board at some point in the near future. The Board did 
conclude that the supervision and monitoring approaches in priest 
matters was directly connected to the transition issue and that the 
approaches taken to assessments and therapy programs for priest 
clients whose cases have come to the Board should be discussed 
further. The Board's consensus was that the Report would remain 
intact as the Administrator's Report for the entire Office of 
Professional Fitness Review. If any future Reports would be 
submitted, however, the Board concluded that it should probably 
discuss and formally approve any such Reports before they are 
submitted to the Cardinal. The Board decided it would prepare a 
separate document/statement/form of a report with the purpose being 
to perhaps highlight and summarize certain statistics as well as to 
address the Board's consensus view at some point regarding the key 
issues discussed b the Administrator in the comments section of 
the Re ort. 
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Update on PFR-13 Matter (J.C.): 

The Administrator and the Cardinal's Delegate to the Board 
informed the Board of the latest developments in this matter, 
including, the outcome of parish meetings in which one of the 
victims made a formal statement (a copy of the statement was 
distributed to Board members), written comments received by two 
Archdiocesan priests who were present at such meetings, the 
Cardinal's granting of an exception for J.C. to say his 20th 
Anniversary Mass at Holy Angels Parish, follow-up inquiry 
information and the 
fact that the Administrator had received several dozen letters from 
arishioner supporters of J.C., the Board was informed that 

was additionally noted that J.C. publicly 
to parishioners on 5-8-94 at Mass that 

AOC 009969 



4 

* Miscellaneous Information and Updates on Various Matters: 

The Administrator informed the Board that there were other 
matters which were on the agenda which he intended to bring to 
their attention but which did not resolve a definite resolution or 
a formal Review at this time; the Board agreed that the Executive 
Sub-Committee would meet shortly following the meeting for the 
Administrator to inform them about those matters to seek any 
guidance, should he so desire. The Administrator did inform the 
Board that there would be a "60 Minutes" televised report on Sunday 
which could make reference to the Review Board and its work, 
although the telecast was expected to be directed toward another 
heretofore non-Board matter primarily. 
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Respectfully 
Submitted By 
Steve Sidlowski -
Administrator 

These Minutes Unanimously 
Approved By 
Review Boar<;! 

s 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

May 16, 1994 

Rev. John Calicott 

Dear John, 

It's been over a week now since you •••I By now your long journey has begun. There are so 
many people with you in this, myself included, who wish you 
the best possible success. The journey inward will be long 
and profound, I am quite sure. I am equally sure that there 
will be times when great insights will occur and other times 
when you will encounter dull routine. 

Obviously, the whole process will take a lot of patience 
on your part, but I truly believe that the patience will pay 
off in deeper self-knowledge and understanding of all that 
has occured in the past and that continues to have influence 
in the present. 

looking forward to the opportunity to get down to 
for a visit. Usually that occurs a few months into 

. In the meantime, I will continue to pray 
for your success, especially during this the season of the 
Holy Spirit. May you be filled with wisdom and 
understanding, gifts you have received in the past and which 
the Lord will renew once again for you. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

May 5, 1994 

REVEREND JAMES T KACZOROWSKI 
PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
POST 6FFIC~ Bnx 1979 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60690 

l 

Dear Jim, 

(312) 624-5375 
Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

My brother tells me that you were very concerned about the 
Archdiocesan policies which have brought me to this point and so 
much sadness to the parishioners here at Holy Angels. 

I have enclosed a copy of some of my concerns regarding the 
process. I have distributed a few to some of the priests who have 
worked with me. I have asked them to evaluate and to begin to work 
towards changing and amending the process to make it more fair, 
equitable and Christian. Hopefully, you will see fit to be able to 
assist their efforts. 

Thanks for your' concern, Jim. 

In the peace of Christ 

.. Joi~ 
: -

John 
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As you would expect, I am pained deeply by the allegations which 
have been lodged against me. I am pained even more deeply by the 
response of the church, given the length of time which has 
transpired since the alleged behavior. And, yes, I fight a growing 
bitterness regarding these issues. 

The support of my family, of my parishioners and of those with whom 
I have ministered over the years are the only things, at this time, 
which have kept me from leaving the active ministry. 

The hastily prepared document which I have enclosed is intended 
primarily to evoke reflection and, quite possibly, action towards 
revising and amending a process which I personally see as unduly 
negative and fraught with problems relative to the handling of the 
difficult issue of allegations of clerical sexual misconduct with 
minors. 

I have attempted to be as non-judgmental as, given the personal 
circumstances, I can. Quite obviously, a great deal of my own hurt 
and emotional pain will be evident. However, I do not judge those 
who formulated this policy. The issue is a difficult one. I do not 
judge those who presently compose the Professional Fitness Review 
Board, I feel that they were given policies to implement which 
were somewhat flawed from the beginning. And I do not fault the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Chicago, he had to do something relative to 
this troubling issue. 

However, having gone through part of the process, I do hope that my 
observations will serve to call for a re-evaluation of the process, 
as presently constituted, and the implementation of changes and 
amendments which will be as equally healthy and fair to members of 
the presbyterate as to those who place charges against some members 
of the presbyterate. As I mentioned to the cardinal, "I'm hurting, 
my personal family is hurting, my parishioners and those who have 
known me throughout the years are hurting, my accuser is hurting 
and you, your Eminence, are hurting. No process which brings that 
much hurt to so many good people can possibly be a good process." 
Nor, might I add, can such a process be worthy of the church 
founded by Jesus Christ. 

Please keep me in your prayers at this most difficult time in my 
life. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE SCOPE AND PARAMETERS OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
FITNESS REVIEW BOARD'S ACQUISITION OF PSYCHIATRIC 
AND OTHER SUCH PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE BE MORE CLEARLY 
DEFINED AND DELINEATED. 

As presently constituted, it would appear that virtually anything 
within a person 1 s life may be scrutinized, judged and weighed 
relative to an accused person's fitness for ministry or service to 
the Archdiocese. ("And makes the results (psychiatric evaluation) 
of the examination available to the Board, etc .. " 5. 2 Clerical 
Sexual Misconduct With Minors: Policies For Education, Prevention, 
Assistance To Victims And Procedures For Determination Of Fitness 
For :Kini~-:ryj Lcg~l c..nd clinical minds which I queried ::;-:;e "'._hL .:.:; , 
quite probably, a dangerous invasive factor within the process. 
There are factors in the lives of individuals which should remain 
between them and a professional confidante with whom they choose to 
share such personal information. This principle is recognized 
throughout the church by way of Reconciliations' "seal" and the 
reluctance, for example, to have confessors and spiritual directors 
speak to the fitness of a candidate for orders. Guidelines, 
perhaps, should be developed to more clearly define such 
Professional Fitness Review Board parameters. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD BE 
ENCOURAGED TO EXPLORE WAYS, WHERE AND WHEN IT IS 
FITTING, TO MAINTAIN AND/OR RESTORE THE REPUTATIONS 
OF PRIESTS WHO ARE CHARGED WITH SEXUAL MISCONDUCT. 

An individual has a moral right to his or her reputation. If one 
does not believe the allegations, I have worked twenty years to 
build and maintain a reputation as a good and able priest. If one 
believes the allegations, I have worked eighteen years, with no 
other charges or allegations, to build and maintain a reputation as 
a good priest. 

Even if these 
allegations were totally true, I would have worked and labored with 
not just youth, but parishioners of all ages, within and outside 
the archdiocese, with no inappropriate behavior for longer than 
every minor today has been alive. De facto this has created a 
reputation to which I have a moral right. with no disregard for 
their subjective intent to do good, in besmirching this reputation, 
I feel that the Professional Fitness Review Board has brought 
about, perhaps quite inadvertently, an objective moral disruption 
which many would call immorality, immorality against myself, my 
loving family and those who have come to love and care for me over 
the years as their minister. As a Christian, I have no right to use 
my knowledge of past events, say, to destroy the marriage of an 
individual who for years has lived a happily married life and moved 
beyond the historical events which I remember, be my memory of 
those past events accurate or inaccurate. 
I find it ironic that I am in this position. For as Dean and 
Diocesan Priest Personnel Board member I have been privy to hours 
of discussions attempting to protect the reputations of those who 
have engaged in egregious, sometimes almost bizarre behavior, 
within the Archdiocese. And I do not regret. it. I feel that 
Christian charity has demanded such. Such Christian charity, to my 
mind, must be core to the. activities of the Professional Fitness 
Review Board. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE RESIDENT PROTOCOL BE TIERED ACCORDING TO 
PERCEIVED RISK FACTORS. 

Although I have had no other charges or allegations lodged against 
me and in spite of the fact that the age of the allegations 
preclude any real possibility of criminal and/or civil action I was 
immediately placed on what I call "ecclesiastical house arrest." 
This resident protocol requires that I provide a daily detailed 
itinerary with phone numbers. When out, I must call in every four 
hours, I attempted to think of a comparable civil or criminal 
deprivation of freedom but could not do so. In our society someone 
charged with murder can post bail and go and come as he chooses. 
one African American attorney to whom I spoke about this matter 
remarked, "you have less freedom than a charged felon· who has 
posted bail." Again, my African American sensibilities undoubtedly 
play a part here. For I become very concerned about the curtailment 
or denial of human freedoms without a fit and apt judicial process. 
Even so, given the present climate relative to risk, I initially 
endured this quite satisfactorily. It began to wear on me as no 
other allegations surfaced (which I knew would not happen) and as, 
eventually, . 

. I was never given the ./ 
opportunity of cooperating with the Professional Fitness Review<=-____ 
Board in this area. I was never offered the opportunity of just ~ 
m~king c~rtain that there was always an .adult ~resent when I was /,,;~·f,,......_._Q__ 
with a minor or that I was never alone with a minor, etc .• 
To have been immediately adjudged such a great risk to children 
that my freedoms were so drastically curtailed, I found depressing 
demeaning and demoralizing. This is not to fault those who were 
charged with making certain that the protocol was followed. 
Certainly, with my self, this seemed to be a difficult task for 
them but they did have a professional duty and were true to it. 
I suggest that there be a tiered resident protocol. That priests 
who have allegations lodged against them are moved through the 
tiers and returned to their full natural human freedoms as soon as 
possible. I feel that this is an issue of charity and justice. And 
as an African American, I feel that this is an issue of human 
liberation. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT PRIESTS AGAINST WHOM SEXUAL MISCONDUCT CHARGES 
ARE LODGED BE ENCOURAGED TO ACQUIRE A PRIEST 
CONFIDANT WHO WILL ACTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY PURSUE 
SAID ACCUSED PRIEST'S RIGHTS BEFORE THE 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD. 

When I asked who was representing me before the Professional 
Fitness Review Board, I was told more than once, "I don't know." 
Admittedly, since I am an African American, the history of African 
Americans in this country may have caused me greater sensitivity in ,,, /'t-J<A
this area. However, the good intentions of those sitting on the ~ ·. '-t 
board notwithstanding, I am of the opinion that · no group of i?L.-tr.-- /,J 

individuals should have such unchecked and unchallenged power over ,_,.-~~ ' 
tha ::..:~ :.f a;icther ~1umar1 being.. 11~ 1 "·(i"'v, 
I found this factor peculiar in a church which traditionally, from 
marriage tribunal cases to beatification cases, has been almost 
paranoic about seeing to it that, in the search for truth, all 
sides are assiduously and doggedly examined. 
In my own case, I could not help but wonder who was aggressively 
challenging the board on my "resident protocol?" Who was 
challenging the board on the nUl!Lber of years which have transpired 
since the alleged incidents are said to have taken place? Who-was 
challenging the board on the "risk" factor that I may or may not 
be? Who was aggressively and unflaggingly challenging the board in 
my behalf? 
I felt that I had been and was being judged by a faceless group of 
individuals who knew neither me, my ministry nor my African 
American community. I felt that a reputation which I had spent 
years building and maintaining was being unfairly impugned and 
trampled and no one avidly was defending my cause. Effectively, I 
felt deserted by the Archdiocese I had served for almost twenty 
years. 
In speaking with , I have come to 
understand that some Fitness Review Boards are challenged to 
examine whether the allegations are from the parish where the 
priest is presently serving as well as how old the allegations are. (__ or" 
I am uncertain as if this took place in my hearing before the -.,,.... <c'-....,s., 
Board. For I was given absolutely no explanation as to why the 1 

,<'l,.r.?' 

Board determined to take the action which it did. \:. "' 
~' " ~ 

0 & //~ 
?.t%-z.7f .r:a 

~-"'-Z •''~,) 

'-----
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT A CHURCH STATUE OF LIMITATION BE ESTABLISHED 
RELATIVE TO CHARGES OF CLERICAL SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 
WITH MINORS. 

I would suggest that civil and criminal legal systems are not 
without reason for establishing statues of limitation. Each and 
every legal mind which I broached ·about this issue expressed 
chagrin and amazement that the church would give the same weight 
and gravity to an allegation which is eighteen years old as to one 
which occurred within the last year or so. While it is true that, 
at times, it takes years for victims of child abuse to surface, in 
this difficult situation, must the church not seek the greater good 
of all invnlved? In the event allegations surface ag~inst a priest 
who has safely and effectively labored for 10, 20, 30 or 40 years, 
should not as much effort be given to protecting his ministry and 
reputation as to assisting and aiding the victim? Should the 
sensitivities and sensibilities of thousands of faithful to whom 
this priest has ministered through the years be threatened unless 
it is shown that t~e one against whom the allegations were made has 
in fact continued to be or is presently a real threat to children? 
Also, I would su~gest that traditionally, the church has sought to 
handle such matters in a far more delicate, charitable and fair 
manner. Although civil law and the media may suggest else, the fact 
is that the church traditionally has sought to handle such matters 
in a prudential, professional, confidential and faith directed way. 
The church needs to regain some of its momentum in this area. True, 
there have been problems and failures when the church has done 
this. However, my own experience has indicated to me that it is 
also true, by and large, that the church has done quite well in her 
handling of such situations even prior to the Professional Fitness 
Review Board. 
In the interest of fairness to the reputation of priests and to the 
faith lives of those to whom they minister, I would suggest that a 
STATUE OF LIMITATION be placed on the handling of charges and or 
allegations relative to clerical sexual misconduct with minors; 
that this STATOE OF LIMITATION be clearly promulgated; that it 
include enough time to preclude the possibility of criminal and 
civil action against the church and that it be clearly understood 
that allegations which come to the church beyond this STATUE OF 
LIMITATION will be handled differently from those allegations which 
are received prior to the STATUE OF LIMITATION. It should be clear 
that allegations which are received after the STATUE OF LIHI:TATION, 
barring other allegations, will be handled within the internal 
forum of the church with emphasis on assistance to the victim, 
assistance to and maintenance of the reputation of the priest and 
a prudential attempt to avoid scandal to the faithful ~o whom, over 
the years, the priest has ministered. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT RACIALLY AND CULTURALLY DIVERSE PERITI BE MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THE PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 
IN ITS ATTEMPT TO MORE ADEQUATELY AND FITFULLY DEAL 
WITH ALLEGATIONS AND SUGGESTED THERAPY FOR THOSE 
WHO ARE CHARGED WITH SEXUAL MISCONDUCT. 

There seems to me to be some divergence in thought between Euro
American and African-American therapist in such matters. It appears 
to me that Euro-Americans depend more on the traditional 
psychological tools of psychological testing and traditional 
European and American psychological theories, African American 
therapist, while not negating the importance of these factors, 
appear far more concerned about the affective as related to the 
expe~iential :ind; quite possibly, therapeutic lived situatio•1 of 
the human individual. I cannot help but wonder if Hispanic and 
oriental thought will not also bring differing theories to the 
process. 
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RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE RETURN TO MINISTRY OF PRIESTS CHARGED WITH 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT BE DEEPLY ENSCONCED WITHIN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF MINISTRY, 
CURRENT PSYCHIATRIC KNOWLEDGE OF HUMAN DYSFUNCTIONS 
AND THE CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE INNATE GOOD OF THE 
HUMAN PERSON AND OF HIS/HER ABILITY TRULY TO BE 
TRANSFORMED. 

As presently promulgated, the process appears to be founded 
primarily on fiduciary concerns and risk management. Thus it 
appears to take a decidedly "worse case scenario" posture. Even the 
offer of assistance to victims appears to be more an attempt to 
protect the Archdiocese from civil suits than a faith filled effort 
t~ truly bring the gospel message to a most, most difficult 
situation. 
Clearly, it would serve no purpose to have the Ch~cago church sink 
within a quagmire of clinical bills and financial ;~:ts. 
However, as important as these concerns are, I do -~~ feel that 
they should be the primary motivating factor for any ~c~diocesan 
policy, especially in so delicate and painful an area .~s this. 
our church was founded by Jesus Christ, an individual ~~o risked 
all because of his belief in the- innate goodness of eve=Y hwnan 
person. I do not believe that the church can survive witho:..:t this 
as it core motivation. As much as I presently hurt, I do no~ wish 
to judge, and so must acknowledge that such motivation may be 
there. However,I have not sensed ·such a faith filled core 
motivation within the process, at least, as I have experienced it. 
If I who have ministered for so many years in love for and fidelity 
to the church now find my ministry threatened by such ancient 
allegations, I can only imagine the depression and dismay of those 
who are faced with allegations which are but a few years old. 

• one noted that the church 
must be willing to do something African Americans have had to do 
since slavery, "risk." African Americans have had to "risk" that 
the dysfunction which caused slavery could be overcome within the 
slave owner and his or her descendants. 
I feel that the ·church must regain optimism about the ability to 
return priests who have such allegations lodged against them to 
full ministry. Many such priests are and will continue to labor 
dutifully and properly within the church. 
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Page 1184 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/17/1994 

13. Holy Angels Parish: The parish continues to be in pain over the 
decision to place John Calicott '74 [Pastor] on administrative leave. 
John came back to celebrate liturgy on Mother's Day and his 
anniversary. The people were glad to see him. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

6 
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St. Elitabcth. 

A ]linr &lucatlonal Appeal 

• 

"A.J.E.A. 2000 " 
A Joi11t Hdr1catio11al Appeal 

18 May 1994 

Dear Contributor: 

On Friday, July 15, 1994, the'' A.J.E.A. 2000" Committee 
will attract 2,000 enthusiastic sponsors and guests to a fundraising dinner 
dance at tho Hyatt Regency Hotel City Center. 

The participating schools, which represent over 2,000 students 
from St. Ambrose, St. ,lames, St. !lizabeth aod Holy Angels are located 
on the near South Side of Chicago and serve a predominately African 
American student population. Together the four schools have the best 
record of student retention, graduation, and academic achievement in the 
City. 

The "A.J .E.A. 2000" Committee is taking a stand now to avoid the 
fine that has befaJlen other inner city Archdiocese schools by expanding its 
network of sponsors. supporters and contributors by appealing to the 
business community. 

We arc looking for corporations who care about children and the 
future of our city to help guarantee that our students wilt continue to 
receive the best education our schools can provide. These children and our 
City need your support,. a cmmnittee member will be contacting your 
company to discuss any support that can be provided. 

'1'n4(/ 
I 

~ dt14a.n..>-

~ ;,t.. ..t; ! 

~ ~ 

~~Cf'~ 
~-~~~ 

&n/!J. 

4117 S. Michigan, Chicago. Illinois 60653 
312-373--8640 
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Your Eminence: 

o~ t.M--: 

~jli!4<~~ 
~~~1~ 

fh,h~ 

May 20, 1994 

My name is . I am a parishioner at Holy Angels Church in Chicago, Illinois. 
Currently I am doing research into the various policies being used on .'iex11t1/ alle;:ation.'i for 
prie.'if witll minor.Ii or at/11//.\' 1/mm;:lumt tlle United .\'tale.Ii. Will you please send me a copy 
of the policy that your diocese is currently using. If this is possible, could you please take time 
to write me a letter about the policy and how it is enforced. I would also like the name of a 
contact person if I have any questions concerning the procedure. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
The Archbishop of Chicago 
The Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Your Eminence: 

May 22, 1994 

The status of Father John Calicott, Pastor of Holy 
Angels Church, remains unresolved. To my knowledge, 
there has yet to be an official communique from the 
Archdiocese to the parishioners of Holy Angels Church 
concerning his status. In previous correspondence you, 
I requested that we-the parishioners-not be left in a 
state of anxiety concerning the status of our pastor 
due to a lack of information that should be forthcoming 
from the archdiocese. A simple statement that his 
status is still under review is better than no 
communication. Your Eminence, this is a part of the 
problem with the process. 

I call your attention to Article Two paragraph 2.3 
Assistance to Those Affected of General Decree (c .. 29) 
Assistance to Community. "The Archdiocese shall develop 
and maintain programs for outreach to communities 
affected. The programs shall promote healing and 
understanding." I do not believe that this has been 
done for the community of Holy Angels. Your Eminence, I 
have a suggestion/petition to assist in accomplishing 
this goal. I ask you to allow FathE~r Calicott to 
celebrate the Twelve O'clock Mass once a month at Holy 
Angels starting with Fathers Day as he remains a strong 
role model in the African American Community. His 
monthly celebration of Mass at Holy Angels would 
continue until a final closure of his status is 
determined. This would serve an outreach to the 
community affected, assist the archdiocese in 
accomplishing the goal expressed in Article 2.3, be 
therapeutic for the parishioners of Holy Angels and 
"promote healing and understanding." 

I respectively ask that you consider this 
suggestion/petition as I believe it would benefit all 
concerned. 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin May 22, 1994 

I am forwarding a copy of this suggestion/petition 
to the Professional Fitness Review Board and to 

for their review and possible 
recommendations to you. 

Remember me in your prayers. 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARD~ 

To: & ~kn.to: fh 
For: Information 

/.comment 

__ Approval 

Signature --
--Please draft a reply 

for my signature. 

~ Please reply in your 
own name. 

Remarks: 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARD~ 

To: FP o· \'))o\!ej Date: dv 
I 

For: Information 

Comment 

__ Approval 

__ Signature 

Please draft a reply 
-- for my signature. 

__{_ Please reply in your 
own name. 

Please return --
Per conversation 
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RESPONSES TO CALICOTT PAPER (5/28/94) 

(There was some feeling among the group that Calicott's 
observations also reflect the thinking of some attorney or 
other.) 

I. Calicott: That the scope and the parameters of the Review 
Board's acquisition of psychiatric and ~)ther such personal 
knowledge be more clearly defined and dE~lineated. 

The Board has already limited its own need for psychiatric 
information with the 15-point questionnaire zeroing in on 
specific info re: are children at risk, will they be at 
risk, what do they need to know to make that judgment? 

The Board no longer receives the full psychiatric report. 

**The Advisory Board and the Review Board ought to look at 
the questionnaire to see if it can be made better. How 
should this be done? 

II. That the Review Board be encouraged to explore ways, 
where and when it is fitting, to maintain and/or restore 
the reputations of priests who are charqed with sexual 
misconduct. 

1) PUBLIC MEDIA ACCUSATIONS OF MISCONDUCT 

Once a priest has been publicly accused (like the Cardinal), 
his reputation is at least diminished. 

- If he is subsequently found innocent, public efforts 
should be made to try to restore his reputation. The 
very work of the Review Board in clearing him could be 
publicly announced. The Archdiocese - noi the Review 
Board should be on for this and other efforts to 
add.ress his damaged reputation. 

- If after public exposure, reasonable cause is found 
by civil or church authorities, the priest has little 
hope of preserving his reputation. The Review Board 
can only be as discreet~as possible in its handling of 
the situation. 

2) NON-PUBLIC ALLEGATIONS TO THE FRA 

- If accused privately to the FRA and then cleared, the 
priest's general reputation is preserved - even though 
the ordeal may have been quite painful. The point 
should be made that the Review Board process worked. 
Private efforts by the Archdiocese to repair the 
priest's self-esteem are called for. No public effort 
should be made. Perhaps once a year, the statistics of 
the Review Board might be released by the Archdiocese 
so that people know these things happen. 
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- If accused privately to the FRA and if reasonable 
cause to suspect is determined by the Board, various 
rights come into conflict: risk to children as over 
against the priest's right to a good name. The Board 
must ask: Is there a possibility of additional victims? 
Do parents have a right to know? 

The Archdiocese must ask how can this be done without 
causing further harm to communities? 

How can civil authorities be informed without the media 
getting hold of it? 

How can priests be withdrawn without attracting public 
notice? The parish has a right to know what is 
happening in some way. 

Is there a way of putting in monitors and informing a 
leadership group in a parish when there is no current 
allegation, a different venue, and a record of good 
service? Should this be seen always as the first 
option? 

Withdrawal should be the last option. (This is true 
right now and should be continually emphasized.) 

III. That the resident protocol be tiered according to 
perceived risk factors. 

In fact this is already in place. Protocols are tiered. 
Generally speaking when a man first enters the protocol, it 
is stricter till things settle down. 

- When a man is withdrawn, obviously his protocol involves 
much more than when he is left in place with monitoring. 
Stricter for his own sake as well as for the sake of 
children. 

- The accused priest always says he is not a risk. But 
accused priests who are justly suspected of abuse routinely 
deny and cover-up their pasts out of shame and remorse. A 
man's public reputation may be spotless in the recent past 
but the archdiocese cannot be reasonably sure until some time 
evolves. The Archdiocese has to watch over the interests of 
others as well as the priest. 

**Nevertheless present protocols should be examined. The 
FRA, the Review Board, the Advisory Board should be part of 
this review. 
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IV. That priests against whom sexual misconduct charges are 
lodged be encouraged to acquire ~ priest confidant who 
will actively and aggressively pursue §;aid accused 
priest's rights before the Review Board. 

This is a good idea. But how will it be put into action? 

- The Review Board has to be open to the possibility of the 
accused priest appearing before them (or a sub-committee} to 
champion the priest's cause. Once this is done in one case, 
it will be necessary in almost every case. 

- When would it take place? 

- Who should that representative be? 
- an objective person (lawyer? canon lawyer?} 
- someone who knows the priest and his history really 

well - this person should know the totality of the 
allegations and also be an internal forum person -the 
priest delegates him to talk for him. 

- someone not connected with the administration of the 
archdiocese? If it were a Vicar, then that Vicar 
would have to remove himself from future 
considerations in this case. 

- Can this idea be integrated into our existing policy? 2.4 

V. That a church statute of limitation be established 
relative to charges of-Clerical sexual misconduct with 
minors. 

This particular problem seems to have been proposed by a 
legal expert. Nevertheless it does bring up a point which 
touches on both civil and canon law. 

When is an allegation too old? Who decides that? 
What is a reasonable time frame? 10 years? 

The victim may be truthful, the event may have occurred, the 
question is: What should be done with the priest? 

- What if the priest admits it and cooperates in every way 
but pleads for clemency because of the statute and his past 
good record and If there is no other allegation before or 
since? 
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- If the victim .is adamant that the priest be removed from 
ministry? Does that demand supersede reasonable judgment? 

- Should the case it be dropped entirely but help given to 
the victim? 

- What if the priest refuses to cooperate at all claiming 
reasonable statute of limitations? 

VI. That racially and culturally diverse ~1eriti" be made 
available to the Review Board in its attempt to more 
adequately and fittingly deal with allegations and 
suggested therapy for those who are charged with sexual 
misconduct. 

In general this is a good idea. There are real differences 
racially and culturally. How do we deal with them? The 
Board, as presently constituted, has some representational 
diversity. How could more help be gotten? 

VII. That the return to ministry of priest~ charged with 
sexual misconduct be deeply ensconced within the context 
of the therapeutic value of ministry, current 
psychiatric knowledge of human dysfuntions, and the 
Christian belief in the innate good of. the human person 
and of his/her ability to be truly transformed. 

Obviously this refers to the policy that, for a priest 
involved in sexual misconduct with children, there shall be 
no return to parish ministry. 

Does this hold for all priests? 

For all communities? 

If a priest admitted fault, got treatment, entered an after
care program, had proper monitoring with restrictions on 
involvement with minors, with parishioners knowing the 
situation, could he be returned to that community's care? 

How widely would a parish have to be consulted in this 
matter? 
Suppose just a small percentage said they did not want him 
there, how could those people be reassured? 

How would this policy have to be communicated to the 
community at large? 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Reverend Robert J. Flinn, S.V.D., J.C.D. '· · 

Vice-Chancellor 

June 1, 1994 

Tom, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8382 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Fr •••••••• , Chancery of Jackson, MS, 

phoned. A certain wrote and ask¢d for 

a copy.of Jackson's policies on clerical misconduct for 

research purposes. She said she is a member of Holy Angels 
i 

Parish and lives at 

He wanted to know if we knew 11111111<1 don'tl, 

was it legitimate research, etc~ 

Please call -at 

Thanks, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: Fr. Paprocki 
Re: John Calicott 
From: Fr. O'Malley 
6/1/94 

The Cardinal sent this letter over and asked that I respond 
in my name. In drafting a response, I became aware that I was 
in the position of explaining and defending the ~olicies and 
procedures. I felt uncomfortable since I have maintained a 
neutral attitude all along as I have tried to help John 
through the process. I suggest you respond and you might wish 
to use the text I prepared for myself. 

June 1, 1994 

Dear 

The Cardinal has asked me to respond to your letter 
since his schedule these days is so very full. (You may want 
to identify yourself at this juncture.) 

There are many values that come into play when 
allegations of sexual misconduct with minors are brought 
forward. For the Review Board, the first value is: Are 
children at risk? They make recommendations to the Cardinal 
based on their perception of that reality. 

The Board is a group of catholic volunteers, lay and 
cleric, men and women, with some representation of the 
various ethnic and racial diversity that exists in this 
archdiocese. They are married and single, and one of the 
members is herself a victim of abuse by a family member years 
ago. They have deep concern for children and for the priests 
involved. With the experience they have garnered this past 
year and a half, they know a great deal of the pain, 
suffering, ins and outs of these cases of allegations. They 
know far more than most people what is at stake. I am sure 
from talking to them that they find their work very 
difficult, very agonizing. They are not out to get priests or 
anyone else. They are aware how their recommendations to the 
cardinal can have serious and lasting effects on people's 
lives. From what I have seen, they act prudently and 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

carefully out of that acute awareness. 

In Fr. Calicott's situation, the Board considered the 
credibilit¥ of the allegations brought forward and the 
possible risk to children. Based on the information received 
from two young men, they found the allegations to be 
credible. The Fitness Review Administrator, Mr. Steve 
Sidlowski, then met with Fr. Calicott, presented the 
allegations and asked for his response. Under advice of his 
attorney, Fr. Calicott chose not to respond. The Board then 
made its recommendation to the Cardinal. In its estimation, 
children could possibly be at risk. 

Once withdrawn, Fr. Calicott was asked to go to a 
monitored living space at the Retreat House. For his sake as 
well as out of a fear of possible risk to children, the 
Fitness Review Office put Fr. John under a protocol until 
such time as he would be leaving for follow-up work. 
Initially, the protocol is restrictive, but it admits of many 
exceptions. You may know that the Cardinal allowed Fr. John 
to offer Mass on Mother's Day at Holy Angels - something he 
had not done for priests withdrawn from parishes in the past. 
John had freedom to go about some business, but he was 
supposed to let the proper authorities know where he was and 
whom he was with. 

Many people protested the perceived harshness of the 
policies and procedures in this matter. As indicated, the 
primary goal of the Archdiocese is to protect against risk to 
children. The Cardinal and his advisors are reviewing the 
policies and procedures looking for ways to carry out its 
primary goal and yet also to make provision so that more 
victims are not created in this very process. Balancing the 
various rights and responsibilities is a most delicate task, 
one that those outside the process cannot always appreciate -
especially when they see someone they love and respect 
becoming the object of serious allegations. 

The Archdiocese is committed to pursuing its goal of 
protecting children from abuse while at the same time looking 
out for the rights of both the accusers and the accused. We 
accept all concrete suggestions on how this may be done 
effectively and justly. 

Thank you for taking the time to express your opinions. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

We hope you will continue to support Fr. John through this 
ordeal and we pray that, out of it all, we may emerge with a 
strengthened commitment to the welfare of a.11 involved. 

Respectfully yours etc. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 6/3/94 
Re: John Calicott 

I spoke to Fr. John Calicott today for a few minutes. I had 
called him earlier in the week and he was returning the call. 
It was strictly a call to stay in touch. Obviously John's 
anger towards the archdiocese has not abated at all. He says 
he is dealing with issues from the past and is able to talk 
about that. He is cooperating 

but at this point he still has strong feelings 
terms of the way the Archdiocese handled this matter. 
him that I would stay in contact and that my role was 
one of support. John seemed to appreciate that and I 
stay in touch with him. 

in 
I told 

to be 
will 
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MCHOIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

June 6, 1994 

Dear-: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 6069J 

(312) 751-8220 . 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Cardinal Bernardin has asked me to respond to your letter of May 5, 1994, 
since his schedule these days is so very full. I am the Cardinal's Delegate to 
the Professional Fitness Review Board. 

There are many values that come into play when allegations of sexual 
misconduct with minors are brought forward. For the Review Board, the first 
value is: Are children at risk? They make reconunendations to the Cardinal based 
on their perception of that reality. 

The Board is a group of Catholic volunteers, lay and cleric, men and women, 
with some representation of the various ethnic and racial diversity that exists 
in this Archdiocese. They are married and single, and one of the members is 
herself a victim of abuse by a family member years ago. They have deep concern 
for children and for the priests involved. With the experience they have 
garnered this past year and a half, they know a great deal of the pain, 
suffering, ins and outs of these cases of allegations. They know far more than 
most people what is at stake. I am sure from talking to them that. they find 
their work very difficult, very agonizing. They are not out to get priests or 
anyone else. They are aware how their reconunendations to the Cardinal can have 
serious and lasting effects on people's lives. From what I have seen, they act 
prudently and carefully out of that acute awareness. 

In Father Calicott's situation, the Board considered the credibility of the 
allegations brought forward and the possible risk to children. Based on the 
information received from two young men, they found the allegations to be 
credible. The Fitness Review Administrator, Mr. Stephen Sidlowski, then met with 
Father Calicott, presented the allegations and asked for his response. Under 
advice of his attorney, Father Calicott chose not to respond. The Board then 
made its reconunendation to the Cardinal. In its estimation, children could 
possibly be at risk. 

Once withdrawn, Father Calicott was asked to go to a monitored living space 
at the Retreat House. For his sake as well as out of a fear of possible risk to 
children, the Fitness Review Office put Father Calicott under a protocol until 
such time as he would be leaving for follow-up work. Initially, the protocol is 
restrictive, but it admits of many exceptions. You may know that the Cardinal 
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allowed Father Calicott to offer Mass on Mother's Day at Holy Angels Parish -
something he had not done for priests withdrawn rom parishes in the past. Father 
Calicott had freedom to go about some business, but he was supposed to let the 
proper authorities know where he was and whom he was with. 

Many people protested the perceived harshness of the policies and 
procedures in this matter. As indicated, the primary goal of the Archdiocese is 
to protect against risk to children. Cardinal Bernardin and his advisors are 
reviewing the policies and procedures, looking for ways to carry out its primary 
goal and yet also to make provision so that more victims are not created in this 
very process. Balancing the various rights and responsibilities is a most 
delicate task, one that those outside the process cannot always appreciate 
especially when they see someone they love and respect becoming the object of 
serious allegations. 

The Archdiocese of Chicago is committed to pursuing its goal of protecting 
children from abuse while at the same time looking out for the rights of both the 
accusers and the accused. Ye accept all concrete suggestions on how this may be 
done effectively and justly. 

Thank you for taking the time to express your opinions. Ye hope you will 
continue to support Father John through this ordeal and we pray that, out of it 
all, we may emerge with a strengthened commitment to the welfare of all involved. 

TJP/cfb 

Respectfully yours, 

~q.?~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

. , 
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Phone Conversation and Meetin 6-8-94 
&. 

6-19-94 

Ralph Bonaccorsi called me on 6-7-94 and asked if I might call 1111 
1111111111, a member of the Parish Council at Holy Angels, volunteer 
conciliator for the Archdiocesan Conciliation Office, and a very 
good friend of John Calicott's, R.B. said. Ralph stated that he 
has come to trust 1111 and 1111 asked if he could either speak with 
me at length or meet with me personally about this situation. 
Ralph said that - is full
time. His work number is 

I called 1111 on 6-8-94. We agreed to speak at greater length some 
time in the coming week and that we were both very busy this day. 
- did state that 11 I have a unique position. I knew John Calicott 
as a boy was an altar server with him I've seen the 
transformation of the parish" since J.C. has come. - continued 
"It was a positive transformation when John came" and -has seen 
the parish's 11 spirituality grow. 11 

- feels that John Calicott has 
helped to transform the community and that Holy Angels has become 
"a bastion of the Church in a place where it is' needed" and that 
John has helped to promote that reality. 

1111 and I spoke again on 6-16-94 and ... asked to meet in person 
with me - we set a meeting for 7-19-94. 

1111 confirmed he is a parish council member at Holy Angels and .. 
...................................................... 1111 
stated that what is 11 real important" to him is that the situation 
"hurt me and that it hurt him. 11 

- elaborated that he feels this 
way especially given how John Calicott feels about his parish 
community and "a renewed interest in spirituality" - says has 
developed there. He said that John Calicott's "presence has helped 
people" return to the Church . 

... _has known John since they were little boys and_........_ 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllwere altar servers t~ 

- said he is here to discuss the pain he knows this situation has 
brought to him and other parishioners. He said that many parents 
in the parish do not believe John Calicott could have engaged in 
sexual misconduct with minors, although -acknowledged that he is 
neutral on that point himself. He acknowledged that he has spoken 
to John Calicott about the matter and seemed to know more, as well 
as seemed to know 

1111 re-noted that in the past sixteen to eighteen years since John 
Calicott's sexual abuse of minors, if we are to assume that it 
'occurred, in that time period John Calicott has made a tremendous 
impact in the community - "he's made a difference." 
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.. believes that the Archdiocese could "take a risk" at some point 
with a priest who the Review Board and Cardinal Bernardin have 
found to have sexually abused minors or to likely have abused 
minors and that the priest could perhaps come back into a parish 
"to show that it can be done" and that more minors would not be 
sexually abused. I explained to - that this could become very 
problematic and difficult if the Board and cardinal have determined 
that a man/priest could indeed be a risk of further sexual 
misconduct of minors and 1111 understood that there are no 
guarantees John Calicott will ever return to either Holy Angels 
Parish or another parish and that most certainly the Board will 
have to review , etc. before the Board will conduct 
a complete Second Stage Review in this matter. 

In ' s view, 11 there needs 
cultural sensitivity" particularly toward a priest 
of the "African-American community and 

- he seeme 
aware of that fact but stil unimpressed. I a so pointed out that 
the Review Board does have an African-American member - -
chuckled and stated "Yes, I understand she's a social worker." 

In any event, in llll's view, the Review Board also should have more 
cultural sensitivity, in that "what may be best for the African
American community may not be what's best for everyone else," -
insisted. 

On that point, ... said that he feels that the review process needs 
revision, particularly given the outcome in John Calicott's matter. 
I told him that the Board has already reviewed the policies at its 
one year point and that the Cardinal and Administration can always 
change the policy at any time and that there have been several 
discussions as to possibly doing that, though I did tell llllthat 
in my view the policy is definitely "good overall and that the 
Board and the Cardinal will not necessarily buckle to pressure 
given the outcome of a particular matter which parishioners do not 
care for. 11 I explained that this situation has occurred before and 
sometimes the Archdiocese simply has to take the heat because it ~ 
always acts in the best of faith in trying to protect children ~wA12h ;f 

deems an allegation credible and so as to ensure that minors are 
not at risk of further sexual misconduct in the presence of a 
likely priest perpetrator of sexual misconduct, a withdrawal from 
a parish assignment may become necessary and remain necessary. 
1111' s criticism of the policy is that he stated a group of parishioners 
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at Holy Angels have obtained and reviewed approximately 15 diocesan 
policies on clerical sexual misconduct with minors and although 1111 
definitely feels Chicago's is the "strongest" and he is aware it 
was a model for practically every other diocese in the nation, he 
stated that this group of parishioners noticed that there is little 
or no reference to "God or spirituality" in our policy and that the 
group he referred to intends "to present a paper on it." 

I told Ralph that certainly if any group of parishioners anywhere 
within the Archdiocese wanted to submit their viewpoint on our 
policies and procedures, of course, we would be open to considering 
all ideas even if we disagree with them. 

- had a couple of questions for me regarding this particular 
matter - I explained that I have to protect the confidentiality of 
these proceedings to the extent possible, but in that he speaks 
frequently with John Calicott and assured me that he knows the 
entire situation, I told him I might.be able to answer a couple of 
questions. He said that he wondered about how the policies protect 
a priest's name and that no matter what happened to John Calicott 
that his name would be permanently tarnished by the outcome of this 
matter. I explained how our policies do protect confidentiality to 
the extent possible but that of course, the Cardinal did make the 
decision that I should cooperate with civil authorities in this 
role and that most people have found that to be an excellent idea. 
I told him that it was never the intent of the Archdiocese to make 
a matter public although we have gone out into the parishes in 
which a priest has been withdrawn in the past because we see it as 
our obligation to our "flock" who have just lost their shepherd, so 
to speak, and to basically explain why. As a result, I explained 
how often the media picks up on the story after that and that 1111 
had complained about the media reports in this matter. I told him 
that the Archdiocese is not responsible for what the media says in 
these matters. I told him that if a priest was found to be 
completely and totally innocent of an allegation, of course the 
Archdiocese would do what is reasonable to vindicate such a person, 
but I noted that has not almost always been the case in the Board 
matters. 

1111 seemed to doubt that somehow Rev. Calicott had been properly 
"represented" before the Board or that perhaps somehow he had been 
"left alone." I explained to him that that was a~.ol~ell not the 

, , A. Ot'.1'12 ~ 
case in any way, shape or form. I explained tha a ric Reardon 
and John Calicott were together when the detailed allegations were 
read to them, as policy would require; further, I explained how our 
protocol requires me to tell the priest immediately but he need not 
tell me anything of a substantive nature in responding to the 
allegation from the very moment I speak with him first about it in 
that he might want to get an attorney present. I further explained 
that John Calicott told me at the beginning of our meeting in 
receiving the allegation that he was completely aware of the Review 
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Board policies. In those policies, I explained to .. how (and 
ref erred to the specific Article) the Board may invite or permit 
the priest, victim, or anyone else the Board chooses to so invite, 
to a meeting and to be present with their attorney should they so 
desire. Although I told - that this is the exception, John 
Calicott did not, nor did his attorney, make such a request to the 
Review Board at any point in these proceedings. I further 
explained to 1111 that an in-person meeting with the Review Board is 
not guaranteed under the policy simply upon a priest's or victim's 
request, but that they certainly have the right to so request a 
meeting and that the Board will consider such a request on a case
by-case basis. 

In sum, -believes that Rev. Calicott is a person 11 with whom the 
risk to return John Calicott to Holy Angels'' would be "worth it." 
I again noted that there is no guarantee that Rev. Calicott will 
return to Holy Angels or any parish that the Board will of course 
seriously consider all options at the appropriate time in the 
Second Stage Review, including considering llll's and other 
parishioners' views, who are clearly in support of Rev. Calicott. 

The only other questionllll had was as to whether there was ever a 
possibility that an accuser and accused priest could sit-down to 
converse about the allegation/matter before I, as the 
Administrator, would meet with the accused, for the accuser and 
accused to discuss in-person whatever they want to. I said that 
"Yes" of course, if the two of those persons so chose, they could 
indeed so meet. I noted that our policies do not at all require 
such a meeting and that of course such a meeting could be become 
problematic, in that those who have worked in this area within the 
Archdiocese before myself, particularly the Vicar for Priests, . 
pointed out that such meetings have of ten become more detrimental 
than helpful as they proceed. Anyway, lllldid acknowledge that in 
many situations such a meeting could become very heated, no doubt, 
problematic, and not helpful at all. I also noted that neither 
accusers nor the accused in the Rev. Calicott matter made such a 
request to me before John Calicott was confronted with the 
allegation and that I ·followed procedure precisely. llllbelieves 
that possibly it might have helped in this situation had that 
occurred and it, in -· s view, might even have affected the 
outcome that the Review Board and Cardinal Bernardin' s decision for 
John Calicott to not have been withdrawn. 

I responded to 1111 that Rev. Calicott's withdrawal may have still 
or may not have still occurred if such a meeting were to have taken 
place, but I acknowledged that it would have been another 
factor/variable for the Review Board and Cardinal to have 
considered, particularly if the victim(s) had strongly urged the 
Board to monitor John Calicott, place him upon restrictions and 
urged the Board to let him remain in the parish and 11111111111111 
11111111111111111, rather than have been withdrawn. Yet I made 
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clear to 1111 that even if an (alleged) victim expresses a 
preference to the Board for restrictions/monitoring for a priest to 
stay in his parish rather than be withdrawn, .to be frank, the Board 
will consider the alleged victim's viewpoint but still nevertheless 
base its ultimate determinations and recommendations on whether 
children are at risk of sexual misconduct in this particular 
priest's unsupervised presence given all the information the Board 
has before it at. that time in conducting a First Stage Review. 

1111 seemed to understand the possibilities more clearly at this 
point and he thanked me for taking the time to meet with him in
person. 

I re-iterated that the 
Board only acts in good faith in these matters and often agonizes 
in trying to make a right and best determinations and 
recommendations possible to ensure that our children are protected 
within reason. 
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MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

DATE: June 11, 1994 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 

(OTHERS PRESENT DURING MORNING PORTION OF MEETING: 
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Also, the Administrator 
discussed with the Board that the many letters submitted in support 
of Rev. John Calicott and addressed to the Board would be made 
available to any Board members who might want to read them at some 
point. 

The Board confirmed that its next meeting would be July 16, 1994. 
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Parishioners of Deanery 13 
6012 South Laflin 
Chicago, IL 60636 

HiB Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P 0 Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

OFFICE OF THE 
CHANCEUOR 

.June 14. 1994 

We are writing to tell you first that we were very happy 
for the presence of Fr. Tom Paprocki at a recent deanery 
meeting. Father Paprocki clearly explained to us the process 
by which the Fitness Review Board handles accusations of 
sexual abuse on the part of priests and other employees of 
the archdiocese. As you might guess, we were especially 
interested in learning about this process because of our deep 
love and concern for Father John Calicott. 

Father Calicott has long been a leader in our community. 
The events of the last couple of months have caused us great 
sadness. These events, coupled with the presentation of 
Father Paprocki, move us to write to you at this time about 
some of our concerns with the aforementioned process. 

Specifically, Cardinal Bernardin we have two major 
concerns. First while Mr. Steve Sidlowski may be a very 
qualified individual, we are concerned that too much power 
is invested in him inasmuch as he alone presents a case to 
the Fitness Review Board and to you, and he alone then offers 
a course of action. Secondly, we wonder if 48 hours is enough 
time for Mr. Sidlowski to gather all the necessary 
information in order to offer the wisest course of action. 

Cardinal Bernardin, it is because of our great 
admiration for Father Calicott and our love for this 
archdiocese that we bring these concerns to you. 
We trust that you will receive these concerns in this spirit. 

Thank you for your ear, and may the Good Lord continue 
to richly bless you in your leadership in the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. 

Respectfully yours, 

Parishioners of Deanery 13 
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Office of the Chancellor 

Dear 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

June 15, 1994 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Cardinal Bernardin has asked me to respond to your letter of May 22, 1994, 
since he is current'iy attending a meeting in Rome. I am the Cardinal's Delegate 
to the Professional Fitness Review Board. 

Regarding your inquiry about some official Archdiocesan communication to 
the Parish regarding Father John Calicott, several archdiocesan officials and I 
personally met at Holy Angels Parish with about thirty parish representatives on 
Friday evening, April 8, 1994. The meeting lasted almost three hours. Following 
this meeting, the parish leadership decided it would be best to have the 
Temporary Parish Administrator, Reverend Dennis Riley, pass on the information 
to the parish community that same weekend in Church. Father Riley did so at the 
Masses on Saturday and Sunday. For your information, I will review some of the 
facts for you. 

There are many values that come into play when allegations of sexual 
misconduct with minors are brought forward. For the Review Board, the first 
value is: Are children at risk? They make recommendations to the Cardinal based 
on their perception of that reality. 

The Board is a group of Catholic volunteers, lay and cleric, men and women, 
with some representation of the various ethnic and racial diversity that exists 
in this Archdiocese. They are married and single, and one of the members is 
herself a victim of abuse by a family member years ago. They have deep concern 
for children and for the priests involved. With the experience they have 
garnered this past year and a half, they know a great deal of the pain, 
suffering, ins and outs of these cases of allegations. They know far more than 
most people what is at stake. I am sure from talking to them that they find 
their work very difficult, very agonizing. They are not out to get priests or 
anyone else. They are aware how their recommendations to the Cardinal can have 
serious and lasting effects on people's lives. From what I have seen, they act 
prudently and carefully out of that acute awareness. 

In Father Calicott' s situation, the Board considered the credibility of the 
allegations brought forward and the possible risk to children. Based on the 
information received from two young men, they found the allegations to be 
credible. The Fitness Review Administrator, Mr. Stephen F. Sidlowski, then met 
with Father Calicott, presented the allegations and asked for his response. 
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Under advice of his attorney, Father Calicott chose not to respond. The Board 
then made its recommendation to the Cardinal. In its estimation, children could 
possibly be at risk. 

Once withdrawn, Father Calicott was asked to go to a monitored living space 
at the Retreat House. Fo his sake as well as out of a fear of possible risk to 
children, the Fitness Review Office put Father Calicott under a protocol until 
such time as he would be leaving for follow-up work. Initially, the protocol is 
restrictive, but it admits of many exceptions. You may know that the Cardinal 
allowed Father Calicott to offer Mass on Mother's Day at Holy Angels Parish 
something he had not done for priests withdrawn from parishes in the past. 

In terms of your suggestion that Father Calicott be permitted to celebrate 
the Twelve O'clock Mass once a month at Ho~y Angels Parish, beginning with 
Father's Day, this would depend on a variety of factors. Your letter indicates 
that you are aware that Father Calicott is currently 
Recommendations about return to ministr will be made by the Review Board in 
light of and other pertinent information. 

Regarding your concern about assistance to the community, this has been 
offered to Holy Angels Parish and School through our Archdiocesan Assistance 
Ministry. The Director of this ministry is Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, who was present 
with me at the meeting at Holy Angels on April 8, 1994. For more information 
about the Assistance Ministry, you may contact Mr. Bonaccorsi at (312) 751-8267. 

The Archdiocese of Chicago is committed to pursuing its goal of protecting 
children from abuse while at the same time looking out for the rights of both the 
accusers and the accused. We accept all concrete suggestions on how this may be 
done effectively and justly. 

Thank you for taking the time to express your opinions. We hope you will 
continue to support Father John through this ordeal and we pray that, out of it 
all, we may emerge with a strengthened commitment to the welfare of all involved. 

TJP/cfb 

Respectfully yours, 

~9-f~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

MEMORANDUM 
(312) 75H!220 

Fax (312) 751-5381 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

for: 

File 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
June 17, 1994 

of Holy Angels Parish, Chicago, Illinois 

They requested for Father Calicott to attend AJEA 2000, fundraiser 

Holy Angels) 
St. James) 
St. Elizabeth) S C H 0 0 L S 
St. Ambrose) 

on Friday, July 15 @the Hyatt Regency and to celebrate Sunday Mass that weekend. 

I told them that this would depend on 
and the recommendations of the Review Board. 

I then called Father Patrick J. O'Malley and relayed this request to 
him. He is expecting and will discuss this request with 
them. 
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June 21, 1994 

cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
The Archbishop of Chicago 
The Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Your Eminence: 

This is in response to the letter I received from 
Father Thomas J. Paprocki your Delegate to the 
Professional Fitness Review Board dated June 15, 
1994 concerning the status of Father John 
Calicott, Pastor of Holy Angels Parish. First, I 
wish to express my sincere appreciation to you for 
your willingness to correspond with me relative to 
a matter that is of deep concern to all of us. 

Your eminence, in my initial correspondence to 
you, I requested that the status of Father 
Calicott not be.permitted to linger or languish in 
a state of uncertainty for months. However, this 
is what is happening. I respectfully submit that 
the time has come for a prognosis closure date for 
his return to the ministry. 

In Chancellor's Paprocki's letter he states that 
"Recommendations about return to ministry will be 
made by the Review Board in light ofll .. 1111 

and other pertinent 
information." For the sake of Holy Angels Parish, 
yourself, Father Calicott and the Church, I am 
prayerfully requesting that you assume a proactive 
posture in setting a target date to bring this 
matter to closure. 

I am not suggesting that you make a public 
announcement concerning Father Calicott's future 
status. However, I am requesting that you obtain 
from the Fitness Review Board and a 
prognosis date for a resolution of his case and 
inform the parish that you will attempt to reach 
closure on Father Calicott's status by "X" date. 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
June 21, 1994 
Page Two 

It should be ciear that the date is a goal to be 
achieved excluding any unforeseen circumstances. 

In my letter of May 22, 1994 I requested that you 
authorize Father Calicott to celebrate Twelve 
O'clock Mass once a month a Holy Angels Parish. I 
should have added the statement if it would not 
interfere with 11111111111111111111111111111111 

Meantime, I am requesting that you allow Father 
Calicott to participate/attend the Ajea event on 
July 15, 1994 as his participation is extremely 
important to Holy Angels Parish. 

sincerely, 

xc: Fr. Thomas Paprocki 
Mr.Steve Sidlowski 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

June 23, 1994 

Dear Parishioners of Deanery 13: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

Thank you for your ·1etter of June 13, 1994, regarding the process of the 
Professional Fitness Review Board. I am pleased that you were very happy for the 
presence for Father Tom Paprocki at this meeting at which he clearly explained 
to you the process by which the Fitness Review Board handles accusations of 
sexual abuse on the part of priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago. I can 
certainly understand your special interest in learning about this process because 
of your deep love and concern for Father John Calicott. 

Regarding the two specific concerns which you raised in your letter, I am 
in agreement that these two areas need to be looked at more closely. In fact, 
Father Paprocki and my other advisors have met with Mr. Sidlowski and members of 
the Fitness Review Board to discuss these points and other ways in which the 
process could be improved. I am hopeful that constructive steps can be taken to 
address these concerns. 

In the meantime, please be assured of my continued prayers for Father 
Calicott and your Parish Community during these difficult times. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Parishioners of Deanery 13 
6012 S. Laflin Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60636 

JLB:TJP/cfb 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~-~~ 
v~tlb.ishop of Chi1a~o 
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(From POM on 6/25/94) 
6/25/94 

Dear John, 

Just a weekend note to keep in touch. I know you are busy 
these days with lots of things going on - and at the same 
time, probably have dead time on your hands as well -
especially on weekends. 

's funeral at Holy Angels was very nicely done. I 
know his family appreciated it. Dennis and Phil did a very 
respectful service and were most hospitable. 

Our Convocation went well. The guys seemed pretty relaxed; 
the talks were good. The prayer times and liturgies were well 
done and easy to be part of. All in all, a nice interlude. 
Seeing all those faces - guys you haven't seen in a long time 
- was uplifting. In some ways it's a hard spirit to describe 
- but worth being part of. 

Any chance to get away and do a little fishing? There must be 
some body of water aching to be trolled around 111111 .. 11 .. 
llll! I know how much you like sneaking off to a nice quiet 
spot. From all reports in the Summer is a very hot 
place to be. We've had a spate of "hot and humid" lately 
though it has levelled off a bit. We finally got some long
desired rain this past week. 

The city is jumping with World Cup fever. Well, maybe not 
exactly jumping, but skipping every once in a while. Lots of 
visitors on Michigan Avenues which - along with downtown - is 
super dolled up. At any rate, a delight to the eye of the 
beholder. 

I've been in touch with Pat Reardon and I'll get back to him 
this coming week. Thanks for sharing the information with me. 
As I've said, I'll help in any way I can. Take care, John, 
and I keep you in my prayers. 

Fraternally, 

AOC 010020 



June 28, 1994 

Dear 

Thank you for your letter of June 21, 1994. I know you and the people of Holy 
Angels are eager to have a specific date set for resolution of matters with Father 
John Calicott. However, I regret to say that, because of the nature of the events 
that are taking place at this time, I cannot predict any specific date in the 
future. 

To begin with, as you know, Father Calicott is presently following the 
procedures that ensue when allegations are brought forward as they have been in his 
case. He is being very cooperative and we are pleased about that. 

After 
, the fitness Review Board must assess 11111111111111 and then make 

further recommendations I cannot interfere with that process. Nor 
can I or anyone else at this time tell you how long it wi.11 take. 

This would mean that Father Calicott would not be available for the July 15 
A.J.E.A. Celebration. I know that this news will be disappointing to you all but I 
would be misleading you were I to tell you otherwise. 

I am aware that a review of the Archdiocesan policies and procedures is 
presently in progress. Father Calicott's personal input has been part of that 
review. Nothing definitive is forthcoming as of yet, but: I will make public 
whatever changes are called for. 

Meanwhile, I can only ask for your patience and your prayers for both Father 
Calicott and the other priests of the Archdiocese. Please pray for me, too, and I 
will continue to pray for you and the people of Holy Angels Parish. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Blind Copy: Father Pat O'Malley 
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Phone Call From 11 
II - 7-5-94 

11111111 stated that she talked to Fr. John over the weekend - he 
told her he was not guilty of any wrong doing. She never believed 
that he did anything wrong from the beginning but after speaking 
with Fr. John directly, she knows these accusers are "only looking 
for money. 11 

(She has called here before). She would like to speak with S.S. 
when he can call her. 

* S.S. tried calling back on 7-6-94: no answer. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

{312) 751-8220 
Fax {312) 751-5381 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

MEMORANDUM 

File 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
July 6, 1994 

Request for Father John Calicott to attend AGEA 2000 Fundraiser 

Following up on the request of parishioners from Holy Angels Parish 
for Father John Calicott to attend the AGEA 2000 Fundraiser, Father Patrick 
0 'Halley called 

On June 28, 1994, I calledllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
and informed her that it would not be possible for 

Father Calicott to attend the AGEA 2000 Fundraiser as requested. 
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July 14, 1994 

Professional Fitness Review 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

To whom it may concern: 

Fr. John Calicott has touched my life every since the first time 
I heard him preach. It was at a revival, on that particular 
night he was preaching about Goliath. Every since then he has 
touched my life - not only personally but also spiritually. He 
has bought me closer to God, helped me strengthen my belief and 
my faith, and most important that loving myself as much as God 
loves me. 

Fr. Calicott has the gift of the spirit, and he is filled with 
the Holy Ghost. Since he has been coming to St. Elizabeth, he 
has touched the lives of all the people in my parish. He has 
bought more people to the Church--especially the young because he 
always have a message for us (the youth) . 

He is always telling us that God has things in store for us, and 
that he is not through with us yet. He is always letting us know 
how important life should be to us. 

Speaking for myself, and the community of St. Elizabeth, Fr. John 
is an inspiration to us all. He is a unique person, and has a 
lot of talents. He is just special to me, and I love and respect 
him. Not only because he is a priest, but also because of who he 
is. He means a lot to me, and I care about him with all my 
heart. I believe in him because he believes in himself and the 
love of God. 

I just want you to know how important he is to me, and the 
community of St. Elizabeth. How much he is being missed, and the 
love that we all have for him. 

Sincerely, 

, Youth Group 

• 
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MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

DATE: July 16, 1994 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 
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Update on Matter of PFR-13 {J.C.): 

The Administrator and Board Chairperson again noted to the 
Board that it has been unable to discuss until now the reality that 
dozens of persons have written the Review Board expressing support 
for Rev. John Calicott. After much deliberation, the Board 
resolved that a letter should be sent to the three main parishes at 
which John Calicott has most recently served, from whom almost all 
of the letters have apparently come. A request should be made to 
have the letter printed in each of the three parishes' respective 
Sunday Bulletins. The basic content of the letter should 
acknowledge the parishioners' letters, state they are being shared 
with the Review Board, placed in the official file in the matter, 
will be considered by the Board and that the Board appreciates 
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their views in this difficult situation. The Board Chairperson 
also volunteered to read over all letters thus far received from 
the parishioners and report back to the Board about them at some 
point. 

More Information Related to PFR-13 Matter (J.C.): 

* The Archbishop's Delegate to the Board distributed copies of 
comments made by Rev. J.C. (PFR-13 matter) with criticisms directed 
toward the Board and Archdiocesan procedures on clerical sexual 
misconduct with minors. The Board recommended that any discussion 
on J.C.'s letter be tabled until at least J.C. has 

-

and the Board has received 
; also, the Board suggested to t e Arc is op' s 

Delegate that the Cardinal might acknowledge to Rev. Kaczorowski, 
who submitted J.C.'s letter to the Cardinal, that the Board may 
eventually consider such issues at a later date. 
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Miscellaneous Information and Updates on Various Matters: 

* The Board took with them copies of the April, 1994 and May, 
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1994 Review Board Meetings' Minutes for possible approval at the 
Board's August, 1994 meeting in that today's meeting had run 
overtime. 

The Board also deferred on a discussion to be led by Board 
member on the Mental Health Sub-Committee's meeting 
with the Vicar for Priests on 7-8-94 - discussion will be deferred 
until the August, 1994 Board meeting. 

The Board settled on its next three meeting dates as 8-27-94, 
9-17-94, and 10-15-94. 

Respectfully 
Submitted By -
Steve Sidlowski -
Administrator 

---------------------------------------------·---·------·-·----------
These Minutes Unanimously 
Approved By 
Review Board 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
SUNDAY 17 JUL 94 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
7:15 A.M. General Intention: For the ~alth & 

. · · · quick retum of Fr. John, Fr. Smith and -

9:30 A.M. - Intention of the Parishioners (MISSA PRO 
POPUW) '-
11:30 A.M. ~ The deceased members of the 
and-Families especially 

MONDAY 18 JUL 94 
7:15 A.M. - Fr. Tom Usher 
TUESDAY 19 JUL 94 
7:15 A.M. - Prayer Seivice in Convent Chapel 
WEDNESDAY 20 JUL 94 
7: 15 A.M. - Intention of the Celebrant 
THURSDAY 21 JUL94 
St. LaWrence of Brindisi 
7:15 A.M. - Prayer Seivice in Convent Chapel 
FRIDAY 22 JUL 94 
ST. MARY MAGDALENE 
7:15 A.M. -

req - Family and friends of 
SATURDAY 23 JUL 94 
St. Bridget of Sweden 
7: 15 A.M. - Prayer Service in Convent Chapel 

····" THE 7: 15 A.M. MASS IS HELD IN THE CONVENT 
CHAPEL 

.. ·: 

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK 
J4y Loving Friends, 

I received a phone call last night which caused me such 
great concern over the anguish of many of you at my 
plight, that I detennined, for my monthly bulletin article 
this month, to attempt to give you an update on my status. 

Quite obvious, I am not the happiest of men at this point 
in my life, However, your love, support and concern and 
that of my family has seived to keep my spirit reasonab\y 
healthy and happy. 

You will be pleased to know, as you undoubtedly already 
know, that, to date,-has found nothing indicative 
of any problem insofar as the "allegations" are concerned 
- unless they're keeping something from me, which I very 
much tend to doubt. 

I am not content with but have begun to understand the 
time which is required for such tctall y concerned endeavors 
at healing and helping the human heart and spirit. Aware 
of how much I long to return tom y membership, I ask your 
p~ayers that I may have the patience to admit of the needed 
tiine for-to complete what they feel they musl 
complete as far as my situation is concerned. 

Too, I would urge your continued prayers and support for 
the others who are here. Already, many of you have so 
touched them that "Holy Angels" bas become a well 
known parish name her~. 

As yourselves, I am deeply concerned about Fr. Smith. l 
am cenain that you need not such urging, but continue to 
keep him in your bean and in your prayers. And of course, 
the school is our school and I would ask every member to 
be solidly behind Sr. Helen and the school staff as they 
educate and love our most precious assets, our African
American Children. 
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Fir.ally, a word to my young members. I received a large 
r.'•Jml:\ei of .cards and letttrs. I recc:ived one of the most 
movwg from a 10 year old member. She wrote: Dear Fr. 
John ... I am scared that they might make you not like us 
chilciren. Please don't come back not lilting us ... " T sat the 
le• ':Us brought a tear not just to my heart bot also to my 
eye. i'o all of my young members, Junior Choir, Scouts, 
Servers, Junior Knights and Daughters of Peter Claver, 
students in the school, whoever and wherever, all of my 
young members, I want you to k.oow that even wrestling 
Satan himself for eternity could not cause me to loose one 
iota of the love which I have for you. 1bc care which I had 
for you prior to my departure, will only be enhancwl upon 
my return. You, too, pray for the •old man•, that bis return 
might be hastened. 

God bless and keep you all. "He drew ~e oul of the pit of 
destruction, oul of the mud of the swamp; he set my feet 
upon a cay,· he make firm my steps." Psalm 40:3 

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY 
Summer time is Bible time! Accept Jesus' invitation to 
"come apart and rest awhile!" Study in depth the three 
readings from Scripture used in the Mass for the Sundays of 
summer. Meet prophets, kings, St. Paul in his letters, and 
Jesus himself in the Gospels. "Break open the word' 
top,.ther and let it .. speak to your heart!" Bible Study will 
b. d every Wednesday evening in Holy Angels School 
Annex at 750 E. 40th Street from 6 - 8 p.m. The cost is 
$5.00. Please pick up a brochure in the back of the church. 
For funher information, please call Sr. Marita at -

THE NEW WORLD NEWSPAPER SENIOR UFUl'YW FAlll 
Friday, September 16, 1.994 at the Dominican Priory 7200 
West Division St., River Forest, IL Division & Harlem, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Exhibitors, giveaways, prizes, entertainment, 
refreshments, your own take home goody bag. Call for Bus 
Parking Reservations (312) 243-4993. 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSWP 
s. Collection 1809.oo 
Building Fund all 

Total 1856.51 

Thank you for your continued generosity. "Where your 
rreaswe is, there will yow heart be also.• Matthew 6:21 

FRIENDS FIRST 
Have you ever thought about spending some time with a child 
v · ecda somoooo to look up to? You can make a difference 
in~w~ lifo of a cbild. Uyou care about the future of our children, 
dare to make an investment which can yield an incalculablo 
return. FrteDU Flnt, a program of Merq Home for Bo11 

& Girls, is a one -one mentoring program where adults are 
matched with children aged 9 to 17 from the Chicagoland area 
!o work particularly on self-esteem and relationship building 
issues. Volunteers are asked to commit 4 hours per week for 
one year, there is a comprehensive initial training process. 
Friends First also provides continued suppon throughout the 
match. For more information contact••••••il••I 

ARE YOU WEARING YOUR YELLOW RIBBON? 
The yellow ribbons are being worn to show the Archdiocese 
and other people of Chicago that we, the parishioners of Holy 
Angels support Father John and we want him back. Ribbons 
are to be worn until Father John returns. Tie a yellow ribbon on 
your car. 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 
Starting July 9th and 10th, our summer masses will be as 
follows:Sunday,-Rosary7:00a.m.; Masses, 7:15a.m.; 9:30 
a.m. and 11 :30 a.m.; There will be no Saturday Mass during the 
summer, they will resume in the fall. 

HOLY ANGELS YOUTH EXPLOSION 
This fall our youth will go forth in their new programs. The 
youth of our church will tell the story. Come out and meet 
our Youth Ministers and Leaders. They will tell you of the 
many wonderful activities that have been planned for the 
youth of our church. We have also invited other youth 
leaders and speakers to share with us on this program. Sr. 
Sarah and - are the Co-Directors of ow Youth Program. 

HOLY ANGELS NIA IMANI CHOIR REHEARSAL 
The Holy Angels Nia Imani Choir rehearsals began Saturday, 
June 25. Presently, rehearsals are set for Saturday at 9:30 
a.m. Auditions for interested youth in grades 6 to 12 will be 
held Saturday, July 16 at 11:30 a.m. in the church. 

94th ANNUAL NOVENA TO SAINT ANNE 
From July 18 - July 26 Our Lady of Fatima Church will 
sponsor its 94th Annual Novenea to Saint Anne at 2751 
West 38th Place. For more infonnation, call 927-2421. 

LOYOLAOFFEBS fREE DJABET£S-RISKSCREEN. 
ING IN NATIONAL STUDY; 

A free screening program designed to find individuals at 
high risk for developing a type of diabetes that results in 
insulin deficiency, will be offered by Loyola University 
Medical Center as a possible first step to prevent the disease. 
The screening will involve testing the blood of children and 
parents who are between the ages of 4 and 45 and belong to 
families that have at least one member with Type I diabetes. 
Those with Type II, also called insulin-resistant diabetes, 
will not be eligible for this study. 

(CDlllinllu on ~ 
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REVEREND JOHN W CALICOTT 

JULY 18 1994 

JOSEPH CARDINAL BERNARDIN 
1555 NORTH STATE PARKWAY 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60610 

Your Eminence, 

Grace and peace in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

I trust and hope that things are going well in the Archdiocesese. 

A number of concerns have occasioned this letter. -has been and is a sort of play 
"big sister" to me and she has shared with me the contents of the letter you wrote in response to 
her concerns. These contents have suggested to me that you may have a misunderstanding as to 
why I decided to I wish to clarify that matter. · 

Your Eminence, I agreed to because I was repeatedly told that the 
only possible chance for my retaining my pastorate at Holy Angels hinged upon my willingness 
to , no matter my feelings••••••• 

As I reflect on the matter, it does occur to me that this was not 
something which you ever said. Nonetheless, this was driven home to me time and time again. 

I was and remain touched by your concerns relative to ••••••••••• 
in all honesty, I felt and still feel that I could have dealt with that 

This is in no way to minimize the great progress l have been able to make 
It is 

simply to state my feelings regarding this delicate issue. 

The issue of my presence here remains a matter of confused concern to myself and, apparently, 
is becoming somewhat of a confused concern to Their concerns 
appear to revolve around the feeling that, I should have a clear 
option-. My concerns revolv 
a lai nst me to 

All of it has been a-onfusing to me, your Eminence. 
This, though I stand more than willing to-if that is what it will take to 
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give me a chance at retaining my pastorate at Holy Angels. 

The adversarial legal posture also has been a difficult matter for me to understand within a 
church atmosphere. Not at all do I trust the Review Board to have any interest in my personal 
welfare or any real concern about my ministry. Thus it is that I have had little hesitation in 
following Pat Riordan's advice and only allowing to give but bare minimum 
-to the Review Board. However, has 
articulated a number or times the need to have a more in depth and direct contact with the 
archdiocese. Your Eminence, I believe you know rull well that I am aware of the busyness of 
your schedule and so hesitate to ask. However I would like to invite you to 
visit, sit, discuss and, hopefully, clarify some of these issues. I ask in the hope of precluding 
misunderstanding and miscommunication. Too, I think that it might be good for you personally 
to meet some of the fine men and women who have dedicated themselves to such a special 
ministry as that here at- The second or third week of August appears to be a very good 
time and I promise you that every effort would be made to make your visit as expeditious as 
possible. 

Finally, your Eminence, I wish lo say a special word of thanks for the concern for my welfare 
you evidenced in your letter to •. 1 don't think that I ever really doubted it. However, I do 
realize now that I very much had a need to hear it. Somehow, in the midst of the trauma which 
brought me here, I had started to second guess such matters, even as I had my own ability to 
weather this most difficult personal turmoil. 

Please continue to keep me in your prayers, 

With fondest best wishes, I remain, your Eminence, 

In the peace of Christ, 

Jol,,c. 
~ 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

July 26, 1994 

It was good to hear from you again last week. I know you 
had tried to contact me and I you, but we couldn't seem to 
connect. 

After talking to you last week, I set up a meeting at 
for Tuesday, August 23rd. That's the first date 

when all the principals could be together. I look forward to 
the meeting. 

The Cardinal shared with me the letter you wrote him. I 
think he would prefer that we have this first meeting in 
August and then figure out what is the next best step. My 
impression is that he too would like a meeting at sometime 
along the way. 

By the way, we received this check from the convocation 
committee made out to you. It is apparently the pre-payment 
you had made earlier. I am presuming it is okay to send it on 
to you in this fashion. 

The convocation itself went off well. About 680 guys 
signed up. Most showed up and found it a good experience. The 
talks were good, the liturgies and prayer moments were 
spirited, the camaraderie was certainly there. It lacked the 
newness of the first event two years ago, but was certainly 
worthwhile. 

John, as I said, I'm looking forward to our getting 
together in August. I hope it will be helpful to all of us 
and to you as well. Meantime I keep you in my prayers and ask 
that you do the same for me. God bless. 

Fraternally, 
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July 26 I 199/.f. 

Dear John, 

Thank you for your letter of July 18. I took the liberty 
of sharing it with Father Pat O'Malley. He informed me that 
you and he had been in contact just this ~ 
said that he will be going out to see youlllllllllllllll 

on August 23. 

I am pleased~ou will all be able to sit down 
together for this --· I would like to get: out to see you 
but I would prefer that it be after your visit of August 23. 
When Father O'Malley returns, I will be in contact with him 
and then I shall decide just how I will handln a pastoral 
visit. Indeed, I do want to see you and hear from you yourself 
how you are doing. 

I want you to know, John, I continue to pray for you 
every~ourage you to take every advantage of your 
time ---- God bless you now and always. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Rev. John Calicott 

Blind Copy: Fr. Pat O'Malley/' 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Cardinal Bernardin 
Re: Calicott letter /~ 
From: Rev. P. O'Malleyt ~ 
7 /26/94 ·\.r 
You asked that I draft a letter in response to John Calicott. 
May I suggest the following: 

Dear John, 

Thank you for your letter of July 18th. I took the 
liberty of sharing it with Fr. Pat O'Malley. He informed me 
that you and he had been in contact just this ast week and 
that he will be going out to see you •••I on August 23rd. 

I am pleased ~ will all be able to sit down 
together for this ......... I would like to get out to see 
you but I would prefer that it be after your visit of August 
23rd. When Fr. O'Malley returns, I will be in contact with 
him and then I shall decide just how I will handle a pastoral 
visit. Indeed, I do want to see you and hear from you 
yourself how you are doing. 

I want you to know, John, that I continue to pray for 
you everyd~rage you to take every advantage of 
your time ........ God bless you now and always. 

Respectfully yours, 
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July 27, 1994 

Dear-, 

Thank you for your letter of July 8. I am sorry I did not 
respond to your May letter since I have been trying to make sure 
that I answer all the correspondence I receive. 

To begin with, I think I have been misquoted about Rep. Dan 
Rostenkowski. I have never said I am "behind him all the way" as 
if there is no way there can be any truth to the allegations. 
Whatever I said, I meant to imply that he should not be condemned 
outright without a fair trial. That is a right every one of us 
enjoys in this country and I am convinced it is essential that 
this right be observed. I know you share that opinion with me. 

It is always difficult to face the fact that a person, 
black or white, can make a serious mistake and put other people at 
risk - especially when we know this person to be a good person. 
It does happen, and it has happened in Father John's situation. 

We had a credible young African-American come forward with 
an allegation of abuse by a priest when the man was a boy. A 
second credible young man admitted the same thing had happened to 
him. As it has done in every case it has received, the Fitness 
Review Board received the allegations and made due inquiry. In 
this case, it found the allegations to be reasonable. The Board 
determined that there was.reason to suspect that children were at 
risk. Others may not agree with that recommendation for one reason 
or another, but I am convinced it was a reasonable judgment. It 
was a difficult decision given the reputation for good work that· 
the priest enjoys. 

I am committed to protecting all our children - their race 
makes no difference - when I believe they are at risk from the 
actions of a Church-person. They are God's children and I have 
promised that they will be safe while under the protection of the 
Catholic Church in its schools or elsewhere. 
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July 27, 1994 

You are absolutely correct in saying that the Black 
Community should have the same kind of resources that the white 
community has - , etc. It is my understanding 
that . I hop4~ and pray that 
Father John will take advantage of all the resources at his 
disposal. I want him to be as well as he possibly can be. I want 
him to return to Chicago and again be of servic1~ in God's 
ministry. 

Again, thank you for your letter. Please keep Father John 
in your prayers. I will do the same for you and for all the people 
whom Father John has touched in his life. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Blind copy: Fr. Pat O'Malleyj 

Page 2 
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Office of the Archbishop Post Oflicc Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

July 28, 1994 

Dear 

Thank you for your letter of June 21, 1994, regarding Father John Calicott. 
Please excuse the delay in responding due to the fact that I was out of town for 
a couple of weeks at the beginning of July. 

Regarding your request that I set a target date for Father Calicott's 
r~turn to ministry, the Professional Fitness Review Board and I are following the 
time lines set out in our Archdiocesan policies & procedures regarding clerical 
sexual misconduct with minors. According to these procedures, a second stage 
review ordinarily'is to take place no earlier than thirty and no more than one 
hundred and twenty days after completion of the first stage review. The policy 
also states that the Board may delay scheduL~ng the second stage review for a 
good reason. 

In Father Calicott's case, the first stage review took place in April. 
Since Father Calicott is currently at , it would make sense 
for the second stage review to take place after his return to Chicago. At that 
time, the Board is to make a recoilllllendation to me whether it is reasonable to 
return Father Calicott to ministry in view of all the facts and circumstances. 

Concerning your request that Father Calicott be allowed to participate and 
. attend the AJEA event on July 15, 1994, the reason Father Calicott did not attend 
'this event was due to the fact that 

I hope this information will help answer your questions. Please be assured 
of a continued remembrance in my prayers for Holy Angels Parish and Father 
Calicott. 

With cordial goud wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Jf~·c~.~~ 
~c~~~op of Chicago 

cc: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the Professional 
Fitness Review Board 

~Mr. Stephen F. Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

be: Rev. Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
JLB:TJP/cfb 
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D R A F T 

Dear Parishioners, August, 1994 

Several persons within your parish community have written our 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Fitness Review Board to express their 
support for and views regarding Fr. John Calicott. The Review 
Board acknowledges and appreciates your correspondences. Your 
statements have been shared with the Board, placed into the 
official file in the matter, and will be considered by the Board in 
future deliberations. 

Once again, the Board thanks you for taking the time to 
express your viewpoints in this difficult situation. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Sidlowski, 
on behalf of the 
Fitness Review Board 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

Or 

The Fitness Review Board of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

Or 

Steve Sidlowski, 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator, 
on behalf of the 
Fitness Review Board 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT AND MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING TAKEN OUR PASTOR FATHER ~OHN 

AWAY FROM US. I WANT TO KNOW WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO BRING 

FATHER ~OHN BACK TO US. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU ANO TRUST IN YOU. ·WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORD's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH ANO EVERY DAY FDR FATHERS RETURN 
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REVIEW BOARD 

FATHER JOHN CALICOTT IS A DEDICATED PRIEST WHO LOVES HIS PARISH 

AND NEEDS TO BE BACK AT HOLY ANGELS. FATHER JOHN IS A ROLE 

MODEL FOR THE ENTIRE PARISH. HE HAS BOUGHT UNITY TO OUR PARISH, 

HE HAS BOUGHT OUR PARISH TOGE~HER AS ONE FAMILY. OUR PARISH 

FAMILY IS SUFFERING DEEPLY AS A RESULT OF THE REVIEW BOARDS 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE CARDINAL THAT FATHER JOHN BE PLACED ON 

ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

PLEASE EVALUATE WHAT YOU HAVE DONE ANO RECOMMEND TO THE CARDINAL 

THAT FATHER JOHN BE RETURNED TO HIS CHURCH FAMILY AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU ANO TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORD's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH AND EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU ANO TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORO's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH ANO EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT AND MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FAT~ER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT ANO MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

EACH AND EVERY DAY WE ASK GOD TO HEAR OUR PRAYERS, YOUR 

EMINENCE OUR FERVENT PRAYER TO OUR LORD IS THAT YOU WILL 

RETURN FATHER ~OHN TO HOLY ANGELS. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT AND MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU AND TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORD's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH AND EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU AND TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LDRO's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH ANO EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU AND TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORD's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH ANO EVERY DAY FDR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU AND TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORD's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH AND EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN 

1 ., • 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

August 1, 1994 

I'm looking forward to our visit later in August. As I 
told you in our telephone conversation, I have no other 
agenda. I have one thing in mind and that is to work with 
you as the Vicar for Priests and to help as much as possible. 
My concerns are not the same as the Professional Fitness 
Review Board and they have to be their own spokespersons. 
I've tried to do that from the very beginning and will 
continue to do it with you as long as you and I can work 
together. Whatever goes on between us does not become a part 
of the PFR Board's deliberations. 

John I received a call from the 
1111111111 today. They wanted to know 
whether the archdiocese is willing to pick up the charges for 
long distance calls. When I asked how much that was, I was 
told that it was $172 for the last billing period. In the 
past their policy and ours has been that the priest pay his 
own long-distance charges. If the charges result from 
conversations with people at the archdiocese, the resident 
can submit that bill to the Fitness Review Office for 
payment. In fact, in calling our office do transfer the 
charges immediately. I have told Sr. Joyce to always give 
the go ahead on those calls even if I am not present. 

I instructed to submit this 
past month's $172 to the FRBD office for payment since you 
were unaware of the phone rules. I will explain this to 
Steve Sidlowski if there is any problem. 

But I think that, for the future, you need to know that 
you will be getting that bill for private long distance phone 
calls. Again, if any of those calls are to the PFR office or 
to our off ice, you certainly can bill the PFR administrator 
for them. If you have any questions about this, give me a 
call or I can handle them when we get together on August 23. 
Take care. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU ANO TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORO's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH ANO EVERY DAY FOR FATHERS RETURN • 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT. THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USEO _ _J_Q REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT ANO MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOD 

AOC 010078 



AOC 010079 



AOC 010080 



AOC 010081 



AOC 010082 



AOC 010083 



AOC 010084 



AOC 010085 



~W.veu ~·~~~~ 

i/-&-t;J (Mz~ ~ .,,u ~ff (fwuafel) !2 

t1L rwr ~ 1 ~ ;/Ji,u 10 

(M(_,I/) ~ cu ~ 04' ~' Jle,p{, 

~aba&V~h~~ 

AOC 010086 



-------::----::-:---;;--z,---;-~--~ If 7 ,V 
___ c--=--1 ~-•. ~~ .' ~ 
-----~~<<1<1- ~'.__~~~---

=~_-A J :=:::-.: __.d.~~f ~---

AOC 010087 



~~~Ll~ 0~ 
~~~~~~~ d· r--~~~~ 

--L(-2~r~~L. 

AOC 010088 



<g/i I I/-/ f lL ij / ! . I 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU ARE OUR HOLY LEADER, WE LOVE YOU AND TRUST IN YOU. WE KNOW 

THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS THE FINAL DECISION IN ALLOWING 

FATHER CALICOTT TO RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS. 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN WE BEG OF YOU IN THE LORO's NAME PLEASE 

SEND FATHER CALICOTT BACK TO HOLY ANGELS. 

WE PRAY EACH AND EVERY DAY FDR FATHERS RETURN 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT AND MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A ~UST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER ~OHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT ANO MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 

AOC 010103 



AOC 010104 



.,·.·.·.. ~4¥ 
~~-~~~-.·~~1d,/~~1qq4rdl4r--~~~~~~ 

· .. 

AOC 010105 



CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT ANO MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT ANO MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 

AOC 010107 



CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

YOU MADE THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW BOARD RECOMMENDATION 

THAT FATHER CALICOTT BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. 

WE BEG OF YOU TO REVIEW THE PROCESS WHICH WAS USED TO REMOVE 

FATHER CALICOTT ANO MAKE YOUR OWN DETERMINATION THAT IT IS 

NOT A JUST PROCESS THEREFORE YOU MUST KNOW IN YOUR HEART THAT 

FATHER JOHN SHOULD BE RESTORED AS PASTOR OF HOLY ANGELS AS 

SOON AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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August 22, 1994 

Cardinal Bernardin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, II 60611 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

You made a decision to accept the Review Board's recommendation that Father Calicott 
he placed on administrative leave. 

We beg of you to review the process which was used to remove Father Calicott and 
make your own determination that it is not a just process. Therefore, you must know 
in your heart that Father John should be restored as Pastor of Holy Angels as soon as 
humanly possible. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 

From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Mr. Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness RFiew 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
8/30/94 
Rev. John Calicott 

Administrator 

In my recent visit with , I 
brought up to him the problem of the 
Holy Angels bulletin ar was written around the 
middle of July. I told them that the PRFA felt that John's 
message could be considered ambiguous, indicating that there 
was nothing wrong in terms of the allegations brought against 
Calicott. 

Fr. Calicott wanted me to clarify this with the PFR Board 
since he maintains he had no intention of trying to dodge the 
issue. Calicott says that by writing this article once a 
month he was following the example of Bishop James Lyke, 
former Archbishop of Atlanta and a mentor for Fr. Calicott. 
Archbishop Lyke had cancer and would write regularly back to 
his people to let them know about his progress and to 
reassure them. 

Calicott has received many letters from his people and is not 
able to respond individually. He saw this article as a way 
of keeping people informed as to what is happening to him. 

Let me tell you what he says in his letter: (r1-1: .. 4·, 1£.. Ai/t<. 1 {~-~~:.f.rf.J /l<f,>:-f"' 
~-.,,) 

"You mentioned a strong concern that I perhaps had emphasized 
while minimalizing the seriousness of 

those (allegations with} which I have been charged. This was 
in no way my intention. My own is mine, so I 
feel free to speak of it as I wish. This is not the case 
with the allegations placed against me. Above and beyond the 
rather obvious legal concerns pertinent to the matter, the 
young man who has made these charges has made it clear, in 
spoken and written word, that he does not even wish the 
matters addressed, save as, I believe, 'personal matters'. 

"I started to use such terminology in the article but chose 
not to do so for fear of the exact trivialization which has 
sparked the Review Board's concerns. I did not wish to omit 
reference to the matter altogether for the same reason. I 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

felt and feel bound to attempt to respect these parameters 
which the young man himself has seen fit to set. I feel even 
more strongly about this inasmuch as the young man has taken 
the risk of revealing his identity to the parish membership. 

"I agonized extensively over the wording of that matter and 
exactly how much to speak to it, even as I did the wording 
for the Mothers' Day liturgy which the cardinal graciously 
allowed me to say. While I do not feel it would be just or 
fair for me to summarily dismiss this ~oung man's concern, 
there just is no way I would seek to minimalize or trivialize 
so grave a matter. Too many good people have been hurt in 
its wake. 

"Please share these sentiments with the Fitness Review Board. 
Also inform them that if this article is being utilized to 
defend and/or suggest unfair treatment to me or whatever, 
save for its original intent ---- I in no way condone or have 
given permission in any way, shape or form for such usage. 
In point of fact such usage would greatly anger me." 

Fr. Calicott and I talked about how such a 
misunderstanding could be avoided in the future. We 
suggested that, if he is to write an article for the parish 
bulletin, he run it past to make sure there is 
no ambiguity contained therein. I also sug9ested that he 
could run it past me since I have some feeling as to how what 
he sa~s comes across to the PFR Board. He said he would 
certainly consider that. He was cooperative and concerned. 

Our meeting was a good one. There obviously is 
very much pain involved with John telling his full story. He 
has shared it with me in a astoral wa . 
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September 6, 1994 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
The Archbishop of Chicago 
The Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Your Eminence: 

In my letter to you of June 21, 1994, I suggested that the time has come 
to reach closure on the case of Father John Calicott, Pastor of Holy 
Angels Church. In your response to me and your recent letter to the 
parishioners of Holy Angels, you indicated that you could not bring 
this matter to closure within a foreseeable time frame. For the sake 
of Holy Angels as a viable parish, I now urge you and your Professional 
Fitness Review Board, to make an agonizing reappraisal of your 
decision. It is beginning to appear that the archdiocese has 
forgotten the reason for Father Calicott' s removal. If it has been 
determined that Father Calicott is innocent of a sexual impropriety 
with a minor or any one else, he should be returned to Holy Angels. 
Suspicion concerning the "real motives" of the archdiocese and the 
review board have risen in the minds of various parishioners. Many 
parishioners are of the opinion that, despite protestations to the 
contrary, their letters and appeals have fallen on deaf ears and that 
it does not matter how much we abide by the process. 

You need to be made aware from a parishioner that is not a member of any 
parish governing body that attendance at the masses, which you can 
easily verify, is down severely. Morale is at an all time low and 
falling. Your Eminence, I mean no disrespect. However, I don't think 
that you and the Professional Fitness Review Board appreciate the 
severity of the potential problem you are facing. If you will permit 
me: 

In the minds of many African Americans, the problem of Father 
Calicott is slowly and imperceptibly shifting to include his 
case as a part of the problem of the conspiracy to destroy 
African American Males' Leadership as positive role models. 
Positive role models are as defined by the African American 
couununity and not by the media. The following is a small list of 
"attacks" on the character of the African American Male as 
viewed by the African American couununity in recent years. 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Page 2 

1. A Federal Judge in Florida was indicted tried and 
convicted of bribery only to have the U.S. Supreme 
Court reverse the conviction and the Judge was 

later elected to Congress. 
2. A sitting Congressman in Tennessee was indicted and 

acquitted of similar charges. 
3. Many believe that the government's tactics used 

against Marion Berry of Washington D.C. were as 
reprehensible as the crimes of which he was accused. 

4. A sitting Congressma~ and former Mayor of Compton 
California has been indicted for bribery allegedly 
co11U11itted while Mayor. 

5. The income tax investigation of then Congressman Gray, 
currently head of the United Negro College Fund and 
Special Envoy to Haiti. 

6. The trial on frivolous charges of Russell Arrington 
the first African American Mayor of Birmingham 
Alabama. 

7. The Rodney King incident. 
8. 0. J. Simpson being held _without bond based upon 

circumstantial evidence no weapon, no witness. 
9. The racist campaign against the African American 

candidate for Mayor of New Orleans. 

Your Eminence, you probably will not remember that I wrote you a 
letter concerning the actions of White Catholics when the late 
Harold Washington was heckled and forced out of a Catholic 
Church when he was a candidate for Mayor. No personal affront 
intended, however African Americans, both Catholic and Non 
Catholic, do not believe that the Archdiocese took a strong 
stance in condemning their actions and have not forgotten it. 

Your Eminence, I could go on and on. The point is I don't want to 
see you make a tragic mistake. This case has a racial/culture 
dimension of which I do not believe you are aware. Again with no 
disrespect to you or your Professional Fitness Review Board, I 
don't believe that you are receiving or can receive the 
holistic advice required in this matter from the sources you 
appear to be using. As I understand it, there is only one 
African American on your Professional Fitness Review Board. 

Are you receiving counsel from experts on 
African American Culture not to mention African American 
mental health? 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Page 3 

It is my sincere prayerful opinion that you and the 
Professional Fitness Review Board would be receptive to 
receiving input from an outside African American Consultant. 
One who has a thorough understanding of the culture of the 
African American Couununity and mental health. Again, if you 
will permit me, I would like to reconnnend Dr. Carl Bell, an 
eminent African American Psychiatrist at the University of 
Illinois, Chicago Campus. Another individual I would like to 
reconunend is Dr. Joseph Baldwin, aka Kobi Kazembe Kalongi 
Kambon, Professor of Psychology and Chairman of the Psychology 
Department at Florida A&M University, past president of the 
Association of Black Psychologists, and author of The African 
Personality in America. 

I have not spoken to either of these individuals concerning 
Father Calicott, however, I believe from their reputations 
they would be willing to assist the Archdiocese, if requested. 
One final connnent, it is rumored that the Archdiocese, the 
Professional Fitness Review, and are of the 
opinion that Father Calicott is orchestrating the letters to 
you, the Professional Fitness Review Board, and 
Upon my oath, this is simply not true. Father Calicott should 
not be blamed because he has active individuals in his 
congregation that are deeply concerned about his welfare. 

Remember me in your prayers. 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

To:&.~ Date: ~1~~{""-'1'ti...---
For: Information 

Comment --
-- Approval 

~~gnature · 

~Please draft a reply 
for my signature. 

__ Please reply in your 
own name. 

__ Please return 

__ Per conversation 
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B. 

C. 

-

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/09/1994 

Page 36 

w) 

x) 

y) John Calicott '74: Mike Ivers asked about his status. There is an 
expectation on the part of some to have him return to the parish. This is 
not realistic because of the amount of time for as well as the 
policies established by the Commission on sexual misconduct. 

3. 

5 
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September 13, 1994 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Chancery Office 
lSS Eut Superior 
Chicago, Dlinois 60611 
FAX 337-6379 

Ills Eminence Cardinal Bernardin: 

It has been five months since our initial letter of April 13, was sent to you to request a 
meeting to discuss tho issues surrounding the placement of our Pastor, Father I ohn 
Calicott, on administrative leave from Holy Angels parish. Subsequent to that meeting 
which was held on Thursday, April 21, we were told that Father Calicott would be 

required to····················we are now requesting a follow~up meeting 
with your Eminence, u soon as possible, to discuss the status ofFather John Calicon's 
situation and the decisions that are being made regarding his return to Holy Angels 
Church. 

We understand the difficulty of the situation facing the Archdiocese. Nonetheless, in our 
discussions with-within and outside of our Parish, we now believe that• 

Furthermore, 
feels that Father Calicott is not a risk, then it is our hope that the . 

Archdiocese's decision will be to return Father Calicott to Holy Angds by November. 

our earliest possible convenience. Please contact 
Pastoral Council to schedule the meeting. 

We thank you in advance for your attention to this very important matter. 

President 
Holy Angels Putoral Council 

1 0 d wdv9:so -vs ·91 ·so 
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To: $:: y:>~ Dato: _.u.;...c.----
For: --

__ Appro 

--
own name. 

Please return 

-- Per conversation 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

September 16, 1994 

Sister Mary Ann Snyder 
615 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, Il. 60653 

Dear Sister, 

Thank you for your recent letter. Believe me when I say that 
my heart goes out to you. I know these have been very 
difficult months for yourself and the people of Holy Angels 
parish. I want to assure you of my concern and support. I 
feel badly that I cannot give you a simple response to your 
desire to know that Fr. John is going to return to Holy 
Angels parish. I do share with you a common goal of doing 
what is right and best for Holy Angels parish. I also 
appreciate very much your continued prayers. You remain in 
my prayers as well. 

Sincerely, 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

President 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

September 17, 1994 

Holy Angels Pastoral Council 
??? 

Dear 

I wanted to respond to your recent letter of September 13, 
1994 to acknowled9e receiving it and to assure you that I am 
willing to meet with you and other representatives from Holy 
Angels Parish sometime in the near future to discuss Fr. 
Calicott•s situation. I also assure you that I share a 
common goal with you, namely to do what is right and good for 
the people of Holy Angels Parish. 

As you noted in your letter, Fr. Calicott has been 
1111.111 for more than four months. I know he has worked very 
hard during this time to utilize the resources available to 
him for his own growth and personal benefit. I have told Fr. 
O'Malley that I look forward to the opportunity of sitting 
down with Fr. Calicott and hearing from him how he is doing. 
I also look forward to receiving .. 11111111111111111111111111 .. 

In all honesty, these things will take some time. My own 
schedule is also complicated by the fact that I must be away 
in Rome for the month of October for a meeting of the Synod 
of Bishops, but I assure you I will be in contact with you 
sometime in the near future. 

Sincerely, 
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MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

DATE: September 17, 1994 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 

* The Review Board formally approved the Meeting Minutes for its 
last Board Meeting of August 27, 1994. 
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Housing/Supervision Changes' Materials: 

- The Administrator distributed to the Board materials reflecting 
the above-named subject, which the Administrator explained Board 
member had first suggested and which were also 
reviewed by Residential Director Bernadette Connolly and the PFRA 
Steve Sidlowski to reflect changes in the residential program as it 
is now and reflecting the reality that both the Vicars for Priests 
as well as the PFRA/Review Board monitor various priests' 
situations. The Board deferred discussion on the materials until 
its October 15, 1994 meeting. The Administrator noted the 
materials had already been submitted to the Vicar for Priests, who 
had not to date made any comments about them; it was suggested that 
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an actual Name/Title be given to th~ residence, perhaps that of a 
saint such as St. Benedict LaBre. 

Matter Of PFR-13 (J.C.) Update: 

- The Administrator distributed to the Board copies of a bulletin 
letter written by J.C. to his parishioners at Holy Angels Parish in 
mid-July, 1994 and a copy of memo from Vicar for Priests Pat 
O'Malley to the PFRA referring to the situation and portions of a 
subsequent letter J.C. sent to the Vicar requesting J.C.'s 
sentiments be shared with the Review Board. 

-. After mph deli berririon ,,the. 69frd dixecte.d .t-he ~nministrator 
\1J1f-"Qr;.f.V... V,'cr~r -.;.'A7.r«, "7V! .. r~y7?--;;Jf.h~;-I! c{!{V-IJ:.. /$.' OJn<:o!-'"'h"'~- "'M~r i,h(l!~adf:"terj" • l 

tovwrite J .. ana inrorm im airecc y t at cne Boar is serious y 
concerned about this aspect of his matter and to request copies of 
whatever bulletins to Holy Angels Parish and/or copies of the 
letters themselves which J.C. might write to parishioners in which 
any reference is made to his case before the Board involving 
allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. If J.C. agrees to 
submit such letters to the Administrator, the Administrator will 
eventually submit copies of such bulletins or letters to the Board 
for its consideration as part of the Board's later review(s) of the 
matter. If J.C. declines to submit copies of such letters, the 
Board suggested to the Administrator that in the alternative the 
acting Administrator of Holy Angels Parish, Rev. Dennis Riley, be 
requested to submit copies of such Holy Angels Parish bulletins 
with any such letters submitted by J.C. to the Administrator. 

* The Board was reminded its next meeting date is 10-15-94 and 
the Board set its following two meeting dates for Saturdays, 
November 19, 1994 and December 17, 1994. 

Respect full':[ 
Submitted By 
Steve Sidlowski -
Administrator 

These Minutes Unanimously 
Approved By 
Review Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

September 19, 1994 

Dear Sister Mary Ann, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Thank you for your recent letter. Believe me when I say 
that my heart goes out to you. I know these have been very 
difficult months for you and the people of Holy Angels Parish. 

I want to assure you of my concern and support. I feel 
badly that I cannot give you a simple response to your desire to 
know that Father John is going to return to Holy Angels Parish. I 
do share with you a conunon goal of doing what is right and best 
for Holy Angels Parish. 

I also appreciate very much your continued prayers. You 
remain in my prayers. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sister Mary Ann Snyder 
615 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago IL 60653 

yours in Christ, 

~ 
of Chicago 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear····· 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

September 19, 1994 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

This is in response to your letter of September 13, 1994. I 
want to assure you that I am willing to meet with you and other 
representatives from Holy Angels Parish sometime in the near 
future to discuss Father Calicott's situation. I also assure you 
that I share a common goal with you, namely to do what is right 
and good for the people of Holy Angels Parish. 

As you noted in your letter, Father Calicott has been II 
I know he has worked very 

hard during this time to use the resources available for his own 
growth and personal benefit. As I have told Father O'Malley, I 
look forward to the opportunity of sitting down with Father 
Calicott and hearing from him how he is doing. I also look forward 
to receiving 

In all honesty, these things will take some time. My own 
schedule is complicated because I must be in Rome for the month of 
October for a meeting of the Synod of Bishops. Please be assured, 
however, I will be in contact with you sometime in the near 
future. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archb shop of~· ~ 

President 
Holy Angels Pastoral Council 
607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago IL 60653 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAOO 
·-. ···-·-·-·-·--·-··-·-----·----··-------------

CELEBRATINO 150 YEARS 

September 28, 1994 

Dear John: 

I had hoped very much that I could personally 
visit with you before I left for Rome to participate in 
the Synod of Bishops. Unfortunately, a hectic schedule 
-- made more hectic by the fact that I will not be in 
Chicago for the entire month of October - - has made this 
impossible. I hope you understand. 

I will be in the week of November 14 
and will visit with you at that time. I will call soon 
after I arrive to set a specific time. 

In the meantime, John, be assured that I remember 
you every day at Mass. I hope you will keep nie in your 
prayers also. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Fraternally in Christ, 

~ 
Reverend John Calicott 

't•· .. ·.::· 
Office of the Archbishop • Post Office Box 1979 • Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS 

September 28, 1994 

Dear John: 

I had hoped very much that I could personally 
visit with you before I left for Rome to participate in 
the Synod of Bishops. Unfortunately, a hectic schedule 
-- made more hectic by the fact that I will not be in 
Chicago for the entire month of October -- has made this 
impossible. I hope you understand. 

I will be in Washington the week of November 14 
and will visit with you at that time. I will call soon 
after I arrive to set a specific time. 

In the meantime, John, be assured that I remember 
you every day at Mass. I hope you will keep me in your 
prayers also. 

With cordial good ~ishes, I remain 

Fraternally in Christ, 

be: Father Pat O'Malley 

Office of the Archbishop • Post Office Box 1979 • Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
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Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL. 60653 

Dear Parishioners, 

-t/f~fi ~/Jg,,~ ;_J!__·;-f'(' -b::l~1·1-
t"~ VI-(;\~ ~ (( ~ g' -f' Y2 

October, 1994 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Several persons within your parish community have written our 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Professional Fitness Review Board to 
express their support for and views regarding Fr. John Calicott. 
The Review Board acknowledges and appreciates your correspondences. 
Your statements have been shared with the Board, placed into the 
official file in the matter, and will be considered by the Board in 
future deliberations. 

Once again, the Board thanks you for taking the time to 
express your viewpoints in this difficult situation. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Sidlowski, 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator, 
on behalf of the 
Fitness Review Board 
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St. Ailbe Parish 
9015 S. Harper 
Chicago, IL. 60619 

Dear Parishioners, 

October, 1994 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Several persons within your parish community have written our 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Professional Fitness Review Board to 
express their support for and views regarding Fr. John Calicott. 
The Review Board acknowledges and appreciates your correspondences. 
Your statements have been shared with the Board, placed into the 
official file in the matter, and will be considered by the Board in 
future deliberations. 

Once again, the Board thanks you for taking the time to 
express your viewpoints in this difficult situation. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Sidlowski, 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator, 
on behalf of the 
Fitness Review Board 
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B. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/07/1994 

Page 62 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11 . 

12. 

13. 

14. John Calicott '74: John will be speaking at Holy Name of Mary 
parish. Pat O'Malley took note of this report. 

3 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

October 8, 1994 

After our last conversation, I spoke to the Cardinal and 
I presume he was able to get hold of you be?f ore he went to 
Rome. He is due back at the end of this month, and then will 
be in Washington early in November. He told me he would see 
you then. I hope that all works out. 

I am enclosing a copy of a flyer that was given to me 
just recently. I think you can presume it will be disturbing 
to some people around here, especially the Cardinal and 
members of the Review Board. They may well feel manipulated. 

My advice would be to def er this and any other such 
public appearances until you have a better sense of what the 
future holds. I don't think you need additional obstacles in 
the way at this time. You may have agreed to just show up at 
this First Men's Day as a private person, but, in the present 
climate, it is almost impossible for you to be part of such a 
celebration without attracting attention. 

I am speaking now as a brother priest and a friend 
deeply concerned about your future prospects. In my opinion, 
this does not help the situation and may indeed be harmful. 
I'm not sure what you should do about it, but perhaps you 
ought to talk to Tony Vader to get him to back off a bit. It 
might also make sense to run this past 111111111111111111 
11 .. 111- It may appear oversensitive on the part of people 
back here, but you need to hear this point of view. 

Please let me know if I can be of any help in this 
matter. 

Fraternally, 
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ARCHDIOC:f .. F CHICAGO "'""•:."i::~::r,; 
Office of Professional (312) 751-5205 
Fitness Review 1-800 994-6200 
1 East Superior Suite 504 Fax (312) 751-5279 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Rev. John P. Calicott 

October 12, 1994 

Dear John, 

Shortly before Vicar for Priests Pat O'Malley left 
vacation last month, he sent me which noted that in 
recent visit with you and 
Pat brought up the concern w ic ad arisen regarding a letter you 
submitted to parishioners in a mid-July, 1994 Holy Angels bulletin. 
In that letter, you stated how E.arishioners would be "pleased to 
know ... that, to date, •has found nothing indicative of 
any problem insofar as the 'allegations' are concerned - unless 
they are keeping something f ram me, which I very much tend to 
doubt." 

Pat O'Malley noted to me that in his meeting with you andllll 
, this issue was discussed extensively. Moreover, Pat 

noted how concerns about such statements might be avoided in the 
future by you run b any article you submit to the parish 
bulletin past both Pat O' Malley and 

to ma e sure there is no ambiguity contained therein. 
Pat further stated that in response to this suggestion you were 
cooperative, concerned, and would certainly consider that approach. 

The Review Board was able to recently take-up the matter of 
your mid-July bulletin article as well as the bulk of your letter 
sent to Pat O'Malley following the meeting, portions of 

:which Pat O'Malley shared with me. In that letter, you requested 
that Pat O'Malley share your sentiments with the Fitness Review 
Board and I have done that. In that letter, you maintained that 
regarding the issue as to whether you had perhaps emphasized 1111 

while minimizing the seriousness of the allegations 
involving minors which have been brought against you, such an 
interpretation was apparently 11 in no way" your intention. You 
later added that "there just is no way I would seek to minimize or 
trivialize so grave a matter." 
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In deliberating over the situation, the Review Board directed 
me to write you. The Board wants to communicate to you its serious 
concern over this aspect of your matter. Although the Board 
appreciates the receipt of your written statement to Pat O'Malley 
which you asked be shared with the Board, the Board nonetheless 
requests that concerning any such future Holy Angels bulletin 
letters to parishioners with any references to the sexual 
misconduct with minors' matter involving yourself, you should 
kindly submit contents of any such letters ultimately printed in 
any Holy Angels' bulletins to me for Board consideration as part of
your case. 

The Board and I understand how difficult this situation is for 
all involved. The Board would request your cooperation on this 
point. Yet if for some reason you decline to submit copies of any 
such bulletins or these type of letters which might have appeared 
in Holy Angels' bulletins since mid-July, 1994 and/or letters which 
might be submitted while you remain in treatment, please inform me 
of such a decision . and I will subsequently inform the Board. 
Otherwise, any such letters or bulletins can be mailed to me at the 
above address. 

Once again, thank you for addressing this issue with Pat 
O'Malley, myself, and the Review Board. I wish you well. 

SS/rm 

b.c·c ; · Rev .. .Pat 0' Ma.l le.y-

Sincerely, ~ 

~~~~ 
Steve Sidl.owski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 
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Phone Call from Pat Reardon: 10-17-94 

- Wants to know (John C. called him the other day) get an inkling 
of idea as to what happens next (e.g. regarding the 2nd Stage 
Review) in his case. 

- "I think what he was concerned about was that a 2nd Stage Review 
would happen without him knowing or to have notice." 

Reardon 
Christmas". 
pertinent 

expects J.C. will be returning "sometime now and 
If there's to be a Second Stage Review, "I suppose all 

•••• - you' 11 have all those." 

- J.C.'s concern will he have an opportunity to submit information 
on his behalf? 

- I told Pat R. that I/the Board really needs 11111111111111111111 
as a first step in order for 

the Board to properly and best conduct a Second Stage Review in his 
matter, which, I noted, would probably not be able to be done until 
at the very earliest, 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

October 17, 1994 

=================================================================== 

Rev. Calicott called me today to inform me that he had received my 
recent letter requesting that copies of any future letters to his 
parish bulletin making reference to his case before the Review 
Board should be sent to me for the Board's future consideration of 
his situation. 

Rev. Calicott stated "I think that the understanding was I'm not 
writing any more of these bulletin letters," he said in reference 
to the meeting with and Rev. Pat 0' Malley a few 
weeks ago in discussing his situation. I said to Rev. 
Calicott that my understanding, based upon what Pat O'Malley had 
told me, was that if he did send any such letters in the future, 
that he should run them by both Pat and first. 

In any event, Rev. Calicott first noted that one of the reasons he 
did not say more about his situation with the allegations to 
parishioners in that mid-July bulletin was that he was "concerned 
about - one of the victims in this situation) about 
what he said ... but basically I'm just not writing" those types of 
parish-wide letters in the bulletin referring to his sexual 
misconduct situation any longer, Rev. Calicott said. 

Rev. Calicott added that he does not intend to write any more such 
letters. He did volunteer that, however, 11 I'm writing individuals" 
i.e. people who have writing him to see how he is doing, he said, 
but he will not write any more parish-wide letters. 

I then read various portions of the letter to Rev. Calicott and 
asked him if those were the portions he was referring to. Rev. 
Calicott responded to each portion that they were not the sentence 
he is referring to and then he suggested that the persons who put
together the bulletin at Holy Angels Parish must have made a 
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mistake. He said "-does the bulletin ... and they mess it up 
all the time." Rev. Calicott maintained that he does not know why 
that sentence he was referring to was omitted from the letter in 
the Holy Angels bulletin in mid-July ('94). 

In any event, Rev. Calicott said that he never actually saw a copy 
of that parish bulletin and asked me if I would send him a copy. 
I told him I would do so gladly. 

Rev. Calicott again re-assured me that "I haven't sent one (another 
letter of the sort referred to in the mid-July 1994 bulletin) since 
that time." He also noted that Cardinal Bernardin had somehow 
communicated to him that in the week of the 14th of November he 
would be stopping-by to visit John there. 

I wished him well and thanked him for his call. 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

October 17, 1994 

=================================================================== 
Rev. Calicott called me today to inform me that he had received my 
recent letter requesting that copies of any future letters to his 
parish bulletin making reference to his case before the Review 
Board should be sent to me for the Board's future consideration of 
his situation. 

Rev. Calicott stated "I think that the understanding was I'm not 
writing any more of these bulletin letters," he said in reference 
to the meeting with and Rev. Pat O'Malley a few 
weeks ago in iscussing is situation. I said to Rev. 
Calicott that my understanding, based upon what Pat O'Malley had 
told me, was that if he did send any such letters in the future, 
that he should run them by both Pat and first. 

In any event, Rev. Calicott first noted that one of the reasons he 
did not say more about his situation with the allegations to 
parishioners in that mid-July bulletin was that he was "concerned 
about - one of the victims in this situation) about 
what he said ... but basically I'm just not writing" those types of 
parish-wide letters in the bulletin referring to his sexual 
misconduct situation any longer, Rev. Calicott said. 

Rev. Calicott added that he does not intend to write any more such 
letters. He did volunteer that, however, "I'm writing individuals" 
i.e. people who have writing him to see how he is doing, he said, 
but he will not write any more parish-wide letters. 

Rev. Calicott then noted that "there's supposed to be a sentence in 
there 11 (i.e. the mid-July 1994 parish bulletin letter apparently) 
in which Rev. Calicott maintained that following the sentence where 
he stated how to date .......... has found nothing indicative of 
any problem in so far ~egations'" were concerned, Rev. 
Calicott maintained that there should next have been a sentence 
which would have stated something to the effect of "I continue to 
work on these issues as they surface." I stated I was not aware 
that was his intent. 

I then read various portions of the letter to Rev. Calicott and 
asked him if those were the portions he was referring to. Rev. 
Calicott responded to each portion that they were not the sentence 
he is referring to and then he suggested that the persons who put
together the bulletin at Holy Angels Parish must have made a 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

October 24, 1994 

Dear 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690 

(312) 75H!220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

In the absence of Cardinal Bernardin, who is attending the month- long Synod 
of Bishops meeting in Rome, I am responding to your letter of September 6, 1994 
regarding Father John Calicott. Previously, I had received photocopies of your 
letter to the Cardinal dated June 21, 1994 and his response to you dated July 28, 
1994. 

As the Cardinal outlined in his letter of July 28, there is a. clear 
timetable for reviewing Father Calicott's case. Father Calicott's case remains 
on schedule as described in the Cardinal's letter. 

While it is understandable that some may question the "real motive" of the 
Archdiocese, I wish to reassure you and others that the Review Board and the 
Cardinal will make their recommendations and determinations regarding Father 
Calicott' s return to ministry based solely on the factors stated in our policies, 
namely, in consideration of "the safety of children and the rights of the 
priest." 

Your concern for Father Calicott and Holy Angels Parish is very much 
appreciated. 

With every good wish, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~9·~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East.Superior Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Dear John, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax (312) 751-5279 

October 24, 1994 

I have enclosed, as promised, a copy of the letter attributed 
to yourself and printed in the mid-July, 1994 Holy Angels bulletin. 

SS/rm 

Sincerely, 

~~-
Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 
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REVEREND JOHN W. CALICOTT 

REVEREND PATRICK J O'MALLEY 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
645 N MICHIGAN - SUITE MB 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

OCTOBER 25, 1994 

Dear Pat, 

I apologize for my delay in replying to your letter dated October 8, 1994. The letter 
hurt and angered me. I wanted to allow, these feelings to settle somewhat. I sense that 
I am being treated as some archdiocesan pariah and this deeply, deeply disturbs me. 
Perhaps now I am being overly sensitive and, quite possibly, somewhat irrational. However, 
these feelings are very real, although, just that, feelings. 

By way of explanation, it was May or June when I accepted the engagement on the flyer 
which you enclosed with your letter. At that time I thought: that ••••••••••• 

. Even then I was careful to caution that I could only 
accept'. the engagement "if" I happened to be back by that time. When ••••••••• 
came out in July and extended the courtesy of bringing well wishes from Holy Name of Mary 
.members, I again stressed this "if." A simple phone call from you would have enabled me 
to explain that this is a matter over which I feel I had no control. 

The Cardinal has informed me that he will make a "pastoral visit" the 
14th. As it {s only reasonable to assume that whatever departure date 
-will post date the Cardinal's visit, the matter becomes academic. way 
that I will be in Chicago the day of the scheduled event. I only wish that the men at 
Holy Name of Mary had contacted me prior to printing the flyer so as to save themselves 
undue problems and embarassment. 

Pat, you have known Tony Vader far longer than I. You know, as well as I do, that he will 
keep his own counsel regarding such matters. I have spoken at length with him a couple of 
times already. But, at your suggestion, I will speak with him again in an attempt to some
what settle him. 

These difficuit moments notwithstanding, I ask your prayers and assure you of my prayers 
for you and yours. I remain, Pat, 

In Christ, 

John Calicott 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Oct . 2 8 , 19 9 4 

I received your letter expressing your hurt and anger 
about my previous correspondence in early October. I am 
sorry to have caused that reaction, John. I wish it were the 
last of such misunderstandings, but I suspect it will happen 
again. You are in a difficult position and just about 
anything that happens can surface your strong feelings 
regarding those circumstances. Contrary to appearances 
sometimes, I do understand how you might be feeling. 

A couple of things about my letter to you which was meant 
to be a friendly bit of advice: 

1. I did not show that flyer to anyone else though I cannot 
be sure who else got wind of it from some other source. 

2. I was trying to give you some feedback about how some 
peo~le here COULD POSSIBLY see it. If you read my letter 
again, you'll see that my sense was that you probably got 
placed in a situation you weren't responsible for. As you 
know, the Cardinal has been under tremendous pressure from 
people who support you. He has been made to feel like the 
bad guy. This flyer could have been seen as one more 
effort to pressure him. 

3. I wanted to alert you to just such a possibility which you 
probably did not foresee. I figured you could handle it 
best. I didn't want the thing to escalate by having 
someone around here move in. That's why I suggested you 
talk to Tony yourself. 

4. I could have called, but I think that would have 
occasioned the same hurt and angry feelings for you. I 
felt it might have been harder for you to deal with a 
cursory call than a letter. 

5. With all that, it seems to me you have handled it properly 
and that was the goal of the communication. 

The reality is that, when you return, things are going to be 
tough for you, John, on a number of levels. While I have no 
control over that, I would like to be able to be of help 
insofar as I can. I won't be involved in your protocol, but 
I hope to be available to help you get through it. My letter 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

was an attempt to do just that. I'm sorry I was not 
sensitive enough as to how it might come across. 

Fraternally yours, 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 11/7/94 
Re: John Calicott 

John and I have exchanged letters and phone calls and we 
finally connected this morning. He wanted to let me know 
that he had gotten my letter and understood m osition. He 
will be seeing the Cardinal when he is in John 
will discuss with 11111111 I mentione in passing the possibility of the 
formation of a group which he could participate in upon his 
return. 

I clarified for him that I feel he will face some difficult 
adjustments when he gets back. He needs to know what they 
are. He says he already does know what they are. John will 
be in touch with me as soon as he gets back. 
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TRANSMISSION-REPORT 

TIME 
TEL NUMBER 
NAME 

NBR DATE TIME DURATION PGS TO 

258 NOV.08 17:58 01/14 02 

.. 

NOV 08 '94 17:59 
1-312-751-5279 
PROF. FITNESS REVIEW 

MODE 

G3 

STATUS 

OK 
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TO: Joseph Cardinal Bernadin 
Bishop, Archdiocese of Chicago 

FROM: 
Holy Name of Mary Parish Family 

DATE: November 15, 1994 

RE: FATHER JOHN W. CALICOTT 

I~ too, have a dilemma. I need to understand why it took you six 
months to travel to llllllllto see Father John Calicott. 

Over the past eight months, I know you have 
communications and correspondence from those of us 
RESPECT and ADMIRE FATHER JOHN CALICOTT!!! 

received 
who LOVE, 

We have also questioned the Review Board's process, which was 
unquestionaly unfair in Father John's case! In fact, there was 
never a case against Father John. 

Had you and your Review Board taken the time to speak with the 
parishioners whose life Father John touched in so many positive 
ways, or attended the many Prayer Services and heard the 
testimonies from our youth, teens, college students, and adults, 
you would have known without a doubt that the story that had been 
fabricated about and against Father John was a LIE! 

I also find the timing of your visit to Father John, a concern, 
particularly when it was the same week that he was to be our 
guest speaker for our 1st Annual Men's Day Celebration. This was 
not only to be a joyous celebration for the Men of Holy Name of 
Mary but also for a God-loving man-Father John Calicott, who 
truly brought the Holy Spirit to Holy Name of Mary, during the 
twelve years that he served as our Associate Pastor. 

Not only was my parish family 
regarding your untimely visit. I 
unchristian that he is still 

disappointed, but very angry 
also feel that it is cruel and 

and will not be able 
to be with his family on Thanksgiving Day. 

In your Cardinal's Appeal letter, you state that a month is a 
long time to be away from home and you were happy to be back. 
Six months is an even longer period of time, for Father John to 
be away from his family, home and parish families--Holy Angels 
and Holy Name of Mary. Particularly, to be away, and treated 
like a common criminal, for accusations that were not true and 
unfounded! 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear•••••• 

ARCHdlOCESE OF CHICAGO 

November 28, 1994 

Pos1 Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

First of all, I wish to thank you and your colleagues for your hosvitality 
when I visited Father Calicott on November 17, 1994. I am very grateful for all 
you have done for John. 

While I was aware of the many events in John's life which resulted in the 
present situation, the helped me to 
understand John much better. 

I am certainly committed to doing all I can to help John who so desperately 
wishes to return to his parish. However, I am committed to working within the 
parameters of the policy governing abuse cases which is presently in effect. 
That olic does rovide for a return to some forms of ministry after a period 
of , but it explicitly states that one who has 
abused a minor may not return to parish ministry. In any case, before a return 
to any kind of ministry, the case must be studied by the Review Board whose 
responsibility it is to make a recommendation to me in this regard. 

that I would first bring the matter to the Advisory Committee of the Vicar for 
Priests (of which I am a member) and then to the Review Board. However, I do not 
want to go to the Review Board prematurely. It was for this reason that I asked 
John to be patient. 

When John leaves he will go to our priests' retreat hr.>US!1 where 
we have a special section for priests in John's situation. John wanted tu return 
to the parish as a resident under supervision but I explained that this was not 
possible at this time. While he had hoped otherwise, he agreed that he would go 
to the retreat house. 
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Page 2 

I w.ish again, 11111111• to thank you and your colleagues for ~have 
done for John and the other Chicago priests whom we have sent to 11111111. Be 
assured of' my prayers and support for you and for your good work. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
.. 

/~t<U~-~ 
(""/ ,../1~~bishop of Chicago . 
·. ,,. 

cc: Father Pat O'Malley 

· .. . 

i 
. / 

. . ·: :•.,• ... 

: ....... . 
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November 28, 1994 

Dear 

I wish to acknowledge your letter of November 21, 1994, for 
which I am very grateful. I appreciate the sentiments you 
expressed. 

truly impressed by you and your colleagues --

bless you for your efforts. 

Earlier today I faxed a letter to in 
which I summarized the follow-up I discussed first with you and 
later with him. I am confident he will share this letter with you. 

Again, thanks for your letter and many courtesies to me. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:sam 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

To: 'P!l. {)' ILtaJJw Date: _...I.....,.,/ ?> ..... o I_._f~--=, I I 

For: Information 

__ Comment 

__ Approval 

~ignature 

~ Please draft a reply 
for my signature. 

-- Please reply in your 
own name. 

Please return --
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS 

December 2, 1994 

Dear •• I 

Thank.you for your letter of November 15, 1994. Your care and concern for 
Father John are evident in your words. He is a fortunate man to have you and so 
many people like you praying and supporting him through this difficult time. 

In my many communications -- both written and face-to-face -- with all 
those who support Father John, I have told them that I believe the Fitness Review 
Board acted responsibly from the outset. Even after my lengthy and deep personal 
conversations with Father John, I retain that conviction. He is a good man 
against whom credible allegations have been brought forward. Those simply are 
the facts and I cannot ignore them. 

My visit to Father John was scheduled way back in early August when I 
directed Father O'Malley, the Vicar for Priests, to inform Father John of my 
intention to see him. I was in Rome throughout October and in f::>r the 
Bishops' meeting in early November. 

My trip 
to and the visit to Father John at worked out quite well. 
I am sorry that it interfered with the event at Holy Name of Mary parish. That 
certainly was never my intent. 

Father Calicott will now be I hope the 
people like yourself who love and care for him will be supportive during this 
extended time period. I truly trust that the Holy Spirit will be with us 

. throughout this experience. I am utterly convinced that God works in our lives, 
but not always according to our desires or our calendars. This whole process 
will continue to demand patience and understanding from all of us. 

Thank you for taking the time and effort to communicate your deep concerns. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Si~rely yours in Christ, 

~op~:ag~ 

Office of !he Archbishop• Post Office Box 1979 •Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
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312-642-4933 VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

btt: (312> 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642·4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AV~NUE, SUITE ~3 

CHICAGO, ILi.INOJS 60511 

DATE: ~ -94 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: ~ 

RECEIVING FAX NUMaER: 

241 P01 DEC 02 '94 14:40 

PLEASE DELIVER THIS T~~NSMISSION TO THE NAMED RECEIVER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

IF THERE ARE PROBLEMS WITH TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: Cardinal Bernardin 
From: Rev. P. O'Malley 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 
12/2/94 

You asked for a suggested text for a response to 
's letter of 11/15/94. May I offer the following: 

Dear-, 

Thank you for your letter of Nov. 15, 1994. Your care 
and concern for Fr. John are evident in your words. He is a 
fortunate man to have you and so many people like you praying 
and supporting him through this difficult time. 

In my many communications - both written and face-to
face - with all those who support Fr. John, I have told them 
that I believe the Fitness Review Board acted responsibly 
from the outset. Even after my lengthy and deep personal 
conversations with Fr. John, I retain that conviction. He is 
a good man against whom credible allegations have been 
brought forward. Those simply are the facts and I cannot 
ignore them. 

My visit to Fr. John was scheduled way back in early 
August when I directed Fr. O'Malley, the Vicar for Priests, 
to inform Fr. John of my intention to see him .. I 
Rome throughout October and for the 
meeting in earl 

trip to Washington and 
worked out quite well. 

that it interfered with the event at Holy Name 
parish. That certainly was never my intent. 

Fr. Calicott will now be 

am sorry 
of Mary 

I hope the people like yourself who love and care 
for him will be supportive during this extended time period. 
I truly trust that the Holy Spirit will be with us throughout 
this experience. I am utterly convinced that God works in our 
lives, but not always according to our desires or our 
calendars. This whole process will continue to demand 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543: 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

patience and understanding from all of us. 

Thank you for taking the time and effort to communicate 
about your deep concerns. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: Cardinal Bernardin 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 
From: Rev. P. O'Malley 
12/13/94 

You asked me to submit a suggested text for a response to Sr. Mary 
Ann Snyder's letter. May I suggest the following: 

Dear Sister Mary Ann, 

Thank you for your letter of Dec. 4th. I continue to be 
pleased at the support and care that you, and so many others, have 
expressed to and for Fr. John. 

Before he came back to Chicago, 

The Review Board is now waiting for , after 
which time, they will consider what must be done next. I cannot 
make any promises about Fr. John's return to ministry at this time. 
I must await the recommendations of the Review Board. I have told 
Fr. John about my continuing interest in this whole situation and 
I will do all in my power to bring about as just and amicable a 
resolution as possible. 

Obviously this process will not please everyone, but it is my 
hope that we willo do what is right. 

May you and the people of Holy Angels have a wonderful 
Christmas. 

Respectfully etc 
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Memo 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

ARC~DIOC~S~ Of C~ICAGO 

CIEILIEIBllRA"V"DINIG 1151[1 VIEAIRS 

Sister Mary Brian, Brother Dennis 

Cardinal Bernardllf-l~ 

December 29, 1994 

, the young man who accused Father 
John Calicott, wants to see me. He claims he has 
written several times. In any case, should he contact 
the office, either by mail or phone, please let me know. 

Office of the Archbishop 0 Post Office Box 1979 ° Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
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A COVENANT 

(After the greeting and penitential rite) 

(Vicar): Having acknowledged our sins and always seeking God's 
forgiveness, I ask you now as a Christian community to be seated 
and be attentive to the Holy Scripture. May the Word of God touch 
yours hearts that you may enter into covenant with the Lord. 

(Lector): A Reading from the Book of Genesis: 15/4-11, (12-16) 
17-19 

"····behold, the word of the Lord came to Abram, 'This man shall 
not be your heir; your own son shall be your heir.' And the Lord 
God brought Abram outside and said, 'Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them.' Then the Lord 
God said to Abram, 'So shall your descendants be.' And Abram 
believed the Lord; and the Lord God reckoned it to him as 

.righteousness. 

And the Lord God said to Abram, 'I am the Lord who brought you 
from Ur of the Chalde'ans, to give you this land to possess.' 
But Abram said, 'O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?' The Lord God said to him, 'Bring me a heifer, a 
she-goat, a ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.' And he 
brought him all these, cut them in two, and laid each half over 
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when 
birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking 
fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On 
that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, 'To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the river Euphra'tes .... " 

* * * * * 
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(Vicar): God is ever faithful. In times of trouble, in times of 
joy, God is present to his people. From time to time, to deepen 
their relationship to each other, God has offered his people a 
covenant. 

As the Lord God once ordered Abram to bring to him the 
animals for sacrifice, so we are gathered today. May our hearts 
and souls be open to the Lord God as once symbolized by the 
flayed animals and later by the crucified Lamb of God. 

(JC): I, John Calicott, come before you as a man of faith. I 
promise to live by this covenant that we enter today. I ask you 
to forgive me and accept me once again as your priest, preacher 
of the Word and pastor of souls. 

(People): As the people of God, renewed in faith, we accept you 
and pledge our desire to enter into this covenant with you. We 
too will live a new life according to the terms of this covenant. 
Amen, Amen 

(JC): I will abide by the conditions and restrictions of this 
agreement and live by its discipline so that I may be always 
present to you and to our God in new and appropriate ways. 

(People): As the stars are in the sky, either seen or unseen, we 
will surround you with forgiveness, acceptance and love. We will 
be committed to you, watchful, prayerful and assisting in many 
ways that you may live according to this covenant. Amen, Amen 

(JC): I will pray with you in public and pray in secret for 
myself and for you. I will continue to seek help in my reeeve1y, 
I will attend to the guidance and of others 
and in all ways live according to the expectations and 
requirements of the Archdiocese of Chicago and you my dear 
people. 

(People): As the treasured possession of the Lord, we will 
continue in the days and years ahead to trust in the Lord. God 
alone can reckon righteousness. We will pray with you and for 
you. 
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(JC): With deep pastoral concern for all the parishioners of 
Holy Angels, especially its children, I pledge always to have 
another responsible adult present whenever I am in the presence 
of a minor. 

With your understanding of these limitations I promise to be 
faithful to as long as deemed necessary by 
the Archbishop of Chicago in consultation with the Archdiocesan 
Professional Fitness Review Board. I will also continue to 
search out the will of God ·-· With your assistance I will fully cooperate with Father 

who will act as a resident monitor for me and he ~ill 
report regularly to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and the Vicar for Priests. ~ ~VO 

With the help of God, I am reso 1/ved to ~charge without fail the 
off ice of priesthood as a consclentious worker in caring for you 
as the Lord's own flock. I ~·r-i-see~ my life to God 
for the salvation of others and am resolved to unite myself more 
closely evry day to Christ the High Priest, who offered himself 
for us to the Father as a perfect sacrifice. 

(People): We accept your pledge of renewed faithfulness and we 
will support you in all your personal endeavors. We understand 
and accept the terms of this agreement. God is with us. We ask 
God to be with you as we now begin a new life with you according 
to this covenant. Amen, Amen 

(John signs the covenant) 

Pastor (JC): Amen, Amen 

(The chairperson of the Parish Pastoral Council now signs the 
covenant) 

(All) : Amen, Amen 
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(Vicar): On another occasion, after Abram's return from defeat, 
Mel-chiz'edek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a 
priest of God Most High. 

He blessed him and said: 
"Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand." 

(The Vicar places the stole on the pastor) 

(JC): With bread and wine let us now seal this covenant in the 
Body and Blood of Christ. 

(All): Amen, Amen 
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Monthly Monitoring Report 

Thank you again for agreeing to assist in monitoring the 
priest in your parish and/or work or residential setting (whose 
situation we've already discussed). The Archdiocese of Chicago 
greatly appreciates your generous sacrifice of time and input into 
this difficult situation. On a monthly basis, we are requesting 
that you take a few minutes to complete the enclosed Report and 
mail it to the attention of: 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, Il. 60611 

If I have not heard from you for several weeks, I will contact 
you by phone to check on the priest's overall compliance with the 
monitoring expectations. 

As stated in the Monitoring Guidelines which you have 
received, however, please contact me immediately by phone if the 
priest clearly violates the Monitoring Guidelines or minimizes an 
inappropriate situation, particularly if the violation is that the 
priest is found alone with anyone under 18 years old without the 
presence of another responsible adult. My Office # is 1-312-751-
5205 or 1-800-994-6200. If either my Administrative Assistant Rita 
Mongan or myself are unavailable, please :Eeel free to leave a 
message on the security code-protected voice mail with your verbal 
report on the past month's monitoring. (Also, my Office Fax# is 1-
312-751-5279). 

1. In the past month, have you seen or heard of any 
situations in which the priest you are monitoring was in _the 
presence of any child under age 18 without the presence of another 
responsible adult? (Yes or No - please circle) . If yes, please 
explain briefly if the priest immediately removed himself from the 

- situation or not upon being confronted or if he minimized the 
situation in your opinion in any way: 
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2. Did the priest allow you access to his log book of 
whereabouts, if requested, and if not, please explain: -----

3. If the priest was going out of town for more than an 
overnight pre-approved trip {by the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator) , did he leave with you or one of the other monitors 
a basic itinerary of his whereabouts during the trip, including a 
phone number and site at which he could be reached, and the name of 
the adult who would be accompanying him during such a departure? 
{Yes or No - please circle). If no on any of the above points, 
please elaborate: 

-----------~-------------~ 

3a). If to your knowledge, the priest did not leave on any 
such trips in the past month, please mark an "X" in this line: ---

4. Do you believe that the priest has complied overall with 
his monitoring restrictions/expectations during the past month to 
your knowledge? {Yes or No - please circle) . If no, please explain 
any problems or concerns with the priest which you have at this 
time regarding his monitoring compliance: 

5. General Comments {or questions) you'd like me to get back 
to you about: 
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Date:----------
Name/Signature of Monitor 

Thank you again for your kind assistance! 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

THE ROLE OF THE MONITOR FOR REV. J"OHN CALICOTT 

1.) The monitor is not the confidant nor the confessor of the 
priest. Their relationship should be in external forum. Our 
experience leads us to believe.that the monitor needs to remain 
objective. The monitor and the priest should not discuss the 
details of the allegation. 

2. ) His presence there is for protection of both possible 
victims and the priest being monitored. 

3.) The monitor may help in the parish if that is acceptable to 
the pastor. It would seem that it might be helpful in easing the 
situation between the men if the monitor were allowed to do some 
things around the parish. 

4.) The monitor specifically monitors the pastor's work around 
the parish with regard to the potential risk to children. 

5.) The pastor is not to be in the presence of those under 18 
without another adult present. If that situation occurs, as it 
might on occasion, then the monitor should point this out to the 
pastor. The pastor is to acknowledge it and remove himself from 
that situation. If the pastor does not comply or minimizes the 
situation, then the monitor is required to notify the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator. The monitor is entitled to go where 
the pastor is around the parish and he should explain his presence 
there. 

6.) When the pastor absents himself from the parish, he is asked 
to keep a log book of where he goes, for how long, and when he will 
return. The pastor is required to list names, addresses, and phone 
numbers of his whereabouts. This should be done before he goes 
anywhere. The monitor must always have access to this log book. 
The monitor need not accompany the pastor away from the parish. 
The monitor should sign off each day of the log book entries. 

7.) Any violations of the pastor's specific protocol must be 
reported to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
immediately. 

8.) All documentation i.e. log book, food receipts, etc., must 
be sent to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator on a 
weekly basis. 
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9.) The monitor will complete a monitoring report each month to 
be sent to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

10.) Once a month, the pastor, the monitor, the Vicar for Priests 
and the Professional Fitness Review Administrator will meet to see 
how things are going, to iron out problems or concerns. 

11.) In the event that the monitor cannot supervise the pastor, 
he/she should notify the Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
immediately so that arrangements can be made for a substitution. 
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Phone Call From John Calicott and Subsequent Events: 1-5-95 

I (Steve S.) received a call from John Calicott today who informed 
me that he should have the answers to the Board's Questionnaire 

by early next week. John added that 
"I have been working on a document to give to" the Review Board as 
we had discussed previously. He added "I probably will request to 
meet with some members of the Board," and/or the entire Board. 

John expects to give the Board for its information as part of his 
Second Stage Review "the departure letter or parts of it; the 
Questionnaire and my response to everything." He noted that "I am 
in disagreement 11 with some of the allegations and he intends to 
include that in his written portion as well although he will go 
over all the information with his attorney Patrick Reardon first. 

He said that by mid next-week I should receive these materials from 
him and added 11 the issue is com lica ted and com lex. 11 

Yet John does intend to 
but will first review the 

materials with his attorney. Then he expects that Attor~ 
will subsequently forward to myself /the Review Board ........ 
along with whatever information they choose to give us. 

I next brought-up to John the issue regarding his alleged non
compliance with some significant parts of his Individual Protocol. 
I asked him if he had spoken to Bernadette Connolly in the last day 
or so. He said he had not. I then told John how Wayne Wurst had 
talked to Bernadette who told me that he was not calling in every 
four hours as the Protocol states nor was he filling out his daily 
itinerary as to his whereabouts. 

At this point in the conversation, John C. became rather emotional 
and seemed somewhat upset. He told me that on 12-18-94 when 
Cardinal Bernardin was at Monsignor Koenig Hall, John met with the 
Cardinal. He stated 11 I told the Cardinal 11 on that day that "I will 
sign in and I will sign out but I'm not gonna give my, fill out my 
itinerary and I'm not gonna call-in every four hours ... and whatever 
sanctions (canonically, he clarified, which cardinal Bernardin 
might impose upon him as a result) I'll take them." 

John continued "You just don't take away people's freedoms." John 
pointed out that he had spoken with a Constitutional lawyer 
apparently when he was out East about his Protocol who told John C. 
that the Archdiocese was on "thin ice" with some of these 
provisions. I explained to John that many attorneys had reviewed 
these provisions as well and found them appropriate and that this 
was the main way the Diocese found reasonable to ensure 
accountability of a priest's whereabouts who had been withdrawn due 
to sexual misconduct allegations with minors. 

John responded "The issue is not about protocol; it's about risk" 
(i.e. of sexual misconduct to minors in his presence). As such, 

AOC 010186 



-2-

John contended in regard to the Review Board members: "I've got to 
believe that these are reasonable people who know what the issue 
is" and that as such somehow they will focus on the risk issue and 
not on the reality that he is not following the Protocol. 

Later in the conversation John stated "You know, I'm a black man 
Steve" and he noted that "I just cherish those freedoms" too much 
(to have to provide his whereabouts/call-in regularly, pursuant to 
his Protocol) . 

I noted to John how his lack of compliance with the Protocol's 
restrictions may be considered a "negative" by the Review Board in 
reviewing his situation; on the other hand, I stated that the Board 
would be free to recommend whatever it deems appropriate at his 2nd 
Stage Review. John Calicott acknowledged that but did not change 
his view that he refuses to comply with those aspects of the 
Proto.col. 

He also noted that he has been spending a good deal of time at his 
brother's residence in and that such a ride is "a 
long way" which he believes poses an issue for him in terms of 
notice to us of his whereabouts. 

In any event, I did not become contentious with John about this 
issue but merely stated that it may very well be a part of the 
Board's Review on his situation and that it'd probably be in his 
best interests to reconsider in that I told him that I would have 
to document the information Bernadette Connolly provided me with as 
well as some of his comments today. John understood this reality. 

I next called Rev. Tom Paprocki on 1-6-95 (Tom is off on Thursdays) 
and informed him about this situation in that Tom has canonical 
authority to act if need be. I told Tom that I thought that it 
might be a good idea for him or one of the Vicars for Priests to 
speak with John about this situation informally first but that it 
was my understanding that John Calicott had met with Cardinal 
Bernardin on 12-28-94 in Mundelein and that I had seen John request 
a get-together with the Cardinal. However, I noted that I did not 

- know what was discussed or resolved. Tom and I agreed that Tom 
would follow-up on this matter by speaking with the Vicars and that 
he would brin the matter to the attention of 

as well. 
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* SECOND ADDENDUM: 

On 1-11-95, I received a call from Bernadette Connolly who informed 
me that she had just met with John Calicott. Apparently, John met 
in person or at least communicated directly with Cardinal Bernardin 
since 1-9-95 as well as with Rev. John Canary. John informed 
Bernadette that he now intends to start following his Protocol, 
calling-in every four hours, and filling-out his daily itinerary. 
He also noted to Bernadette that he had just met with 

John Calicott told Bernadette that 
he also informed John Canary that he would now re-begin to comply 
with his Protocol. Bernadette also reminded him that John is not 
to return to Holy Angels Parish as Cardinal Bernardin restricted 
him following his departure from the parish. In response, John 
noted that he in meeting with the Cardinal said that he has been 
going to Holy Angels about once a week apparently to check on his 
personal belongings including his fish, bird and dog and he would 
like to continue to do that - Bernadette noted that this did not 
seem to be a problem so long as that is the purpose for the stop
over. 

Bernadette also suggested that John might want to move his personal 
belongings into his new residence at Monsignor Koenig Hall in 
Mundelein. However, John noted that he would hold off doing that 
until he has his case reviewed by the Review Board and it has 
recommended whether or not he will be returned back into Holy 
Angels Parish. 

Overall, Bernadette said the meeting went well and John now seemed 
cooperative once again. Bernadette will still submit her 
memorandum on the prior violations of John's Protocol and we agreed 
we would also converse at least one more time before the Review 
Board meeting to ensure John is once again complying with the 
Protocol provisions. 
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REGARDING THE ALLEGATIONS 

I must own that a type of sexual misconduct with minors did take place. I should further like 

to note that this misconduct was neither planned, preconceived or premeditated. It was the direct 

result of a stupid, ignorant response to a situation which I totally, totally mishandled. It was 

something into which I almost "stumbled", if such a word may be used. I terminated the events 

which did transpire with the strong expectation that this would result in my being reported and 

incarcerated. But, I found that prospect far preferable to yielding to the continuance of the 

matter. This sexual contact with minors has been and is a source of guilt and grief for me -

I consider it the 

singular greatest failure of my life. And while, objectively, I feel certain that God has forgiven 

me. I am not at all sure that, subjectively, I have ever forgiven myself. 

However, having acknowledged such sexual contact with minors, I feel that I categorically and 

emphatically must deny the egregious nature of this contact as articulated in the allegations. I 

feel that the allegations are filled with misconceptions and cognitive distortions which do not 

present a correct picture of the events which transpired. While owning that sexual misconduct 

took place, I feel that I must seriously take issue with both the number of occasions and the 

types of contacts alleged. I do not ~tate this to mitigate the seriousness of such activity. Indeed, 

one such contact would be far too many. After months of soul searching, I speak solely in the 

interest of accuracy and truth. I further feel, 
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that I have a better understanding of how such misconceptions and distortions can surface in a 

young mind. Even so, this knowledge does not remove the "Catch - 22" situation which is now 

mine. 

I feel particularly trapped by issues of confidentiality (some of which are confessional), of 

casting aspersions and doubt upon the character and intent of , who is indeed a 

victim, and, finally, of the possible ethical, moral and legal questions surrounding the 

involvement of third party names and reputations in an attempt to vindicate my own name. 

I have weighed the arguments pro and con. And I realize that it is better to err on the safer side 

of protecting confidentiality, the character of my accuser and the reputations of third parties. 
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REGARDING MY RESPONSE TO THE EVENTS WHICH DID TRANSPIRE 

I dealt with the events which did transpire in as direct and knowledgeable a manner as-

Of greater import, to my mind, are the efforts I took to help the children ( and 

- who were involved in this matter. I continued to attempt to work with these young 

men in an attempt to help them sort out not just this matter but a far deeper and related matter 

which was syst~mic to their lives. I believe that the reason they have maintained friendly contact 

with me is due to their knowledge of this fact. Without going into details, I feel compelled to 

say that is a deeply faith filled young man but that he also has been and is a deeply 
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REGARDING MY RESPONSE TO THE READING OF THE ALLEGATIONS TO ME 

I am uncertain as to whether or not it is necessary that I speak to this. However, rumor has it 

that the Review Board was concerned about my response to the reading of the allegations to 

myself. 

I should like to note that I was informed of the allegations on Holy Saturday afternoon at about 

4:00 P.M. Therefore I had to go through the Easter Vigil Service and Easter Sunday Masses 

with this matter uppermost in my mind and heart. In the African American community, good 

Liturgy can be an intensely emotive and affective spiritual action. I felt that I owed my members 

a good African American Easter Liturgy and attempted to do so. In the best of situations, it 

would have been emotionally tiring. With the allegations on my mind, it was exhaustive. Getting 

through Easter. Liturgies; the haste of attempting to acquire an attorney while, at once, 

attempting to come to grips with the implications of the allegations to my future; listening to the 

allegations expecting to hear one thing and hearing, in my opinion, quite another; and, having 

all of this juxtaposed against 

well, all of this was just too much and I did begin to experience deep 

emotional and psychological agitation and distress. I can give no further explanations for this 

nor do I make any apologies for it. It was just too much for one individual to have to go through 
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in three or four days and I began to "short circuit", if you will. 
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REGARDING 
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REGARDING MY RISK TO CHILDREN 

I am not a risk to children. I state this as plain, simple fact. 

My own ministerial history evidences clearly my prudential love, care and concern for children. 

In a sense, it is unfortunate that the matters are so entangled in legal concerns that great care 

must be taken as to what is released to the members of the Review Board. For if a complete 

explanation of the events which transpired could be given, they would clearly indicate my inane 

stupidity, but, given the knowledge of the time, no intent to hurt or harm. Indeed, had I known 

but the smallest fraction of what I know today about such matters --

from my own personal reading, Archdiocesan 

workshops, seminars, etc. --- none of this, absolutely none of this, would have happened at 

all. 

As it became more and more clear to me the confusion and hurt that I had brought into the lives 

of the children, I did not desert them but attempted, as I stated earlier, to help them cope and 

deal not just with this matter but also with other deep concerns. I felt I owed them this and 

committed myself to it. 
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I continued to work with young people and have done so until placed on administrative leave. 

Before, during and after the events which brought about the allegations, I believe that I have 

been most prudential with all other children to whom I have ministered. I was deeply moved by 

the number of young people who have grown up under my ministry or who were presently under 

the wings of my ministry who so very vocally supported me and continue to do so. 

Anyone who knows me at all knows that I do not live a terribly private ministerial life. I do not 

live behind closed doors or with others shut out of my ministry. For example, contrary to the 

suggestion in the allegations, I do not take children on trips without other adults. This is not just 

a matter of prudence, it is a matter of safety for the children. I feel that children need the 

"village's eyes" on them to help protect them from themselves. For almost eleven years I was 

the youth minister at Holy Name of Mary Church. Fr. Anthony Vad~r, I believe, will fully 

affirm the openness of my ministry with young people. I further believe that the great support 

which I received from the parishes I have been graced to serve, as well as from the African 

American Catholic and non- Catholic community at large, is indicative of the open nature of my 

ministry to children. 

School principals and teachers at the schools where I have ministered will affirm the -fact that 

I am very vigilant relative to signs of abuse to children who attend our schools and have a 

number of times called the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services regarding 
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suspected abuse of a child who was attending one of our parish schools. During religion classes, 

I delicately speak to older children about child sexual abuse and remind them of the importance, 

should they know of such a situation, that some adult that they trust be told. 

When Joseph Cardinal Bernardin was appointed Cardinal Archbishop of Chicago, I was one of 

a group of three priests who were the first to approach him about a priest who we suspected was 

abusing children. I spearheaded this effort. The other two priests were somewhat reluctant 

because we did not fully know the Cardinal's reputation relative to such matters. My argument 

to them was simple and direct. "Reputation or no, we have tried to talk to this priest, there is 

reason to believe that he continues to hurt children, we have to take this to the (then) new 

Cardinal." The Cardinal handled the matter expeditiously, prudently and in a truly 

Christian manner. 

And I could go-on and on. I feel that my years of prudentially working with 

children, my interventions relative to suspected child abuse and my own personal knowledge of 

myself give clear evidence that I am not a risk to children. I would take myself out of here 

before I would hurt another child. It is just that simple. 
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I cannot undo the events of eighteen years ago. Sometimes, I believe that I would give my very 

soul if I could. To my own eyes, even my great successes in youth ministry are obscured by 

those events of so long ago. For when, with the assistance of my efforts, I see our proud young 

African American Prince Warriors and Princess Providers enter a very promising young 

manhood and young womanhood, I cannot help but to think of how I once played a part in 

slowing or perhaps blocking this in others. Such thoughts are a great, great pain. 
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. REGARDING MY HOPES FOR MY FUTURE MINISTRY 

I hope to be returned to Holy Angels' parish and as soon as possible. I am a parish priest. I feel 

that this has been a call to me from the God of my life and love. Quite honestly, midway 

through I found myself earnestly tempted to leave the priesthood. 

It was at that time that a member of my parish sent me a book on African American ministers 

entitled, God's "Yes" Was Stronger Than My "No". This to me says it all relative to my 

continued commitment to my ministry. 

Holy Angels' parish is suffering due to the "hold pattern" which can so easily befall a parish 

placed under an administrator, as able and capable as he may be. This has only been exacerbated 

by the tragic automobile accident which the school principal, Father Paul Smith, suffered late 

this past summer. It becomes increasingly difficult for me to persuade the parishioners against 

a more vocal protest in my behalf, something which I feel, at this point, will be far more hurtful 

to all concerned than helpful. 
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I feel that, with the exception for parts of the "protocol"* (with which I have since agreed to 

comply), I have done all that I have been asked to do. It is true that I am in disagreement with 

parts of the process. I was aggrieved and troubled deeply when, 

-· told me, and I quote, "I feel that the Archdiocesan process has victimized 

me far more than you ever did." Quite obviously, this was not the intent of the framers of the 

process nor the intent of those who presently struggle to implement the process. However, we 

are human and we fall short of the mark. There will be no perfect process and we must have 

something, for we must protect children. It was with this attitude that I attempted to cooperate 

as best I could with the process and actively discouraged, even as I continue to discourage, my 

supporters from more active and aggressive protest. As I have noted, I did not and do not feel 

within myself any proclivity or sexual attraction to children. But everyone is well aware of what 

is happening to our children in our African American community. It would be impossible to 

minister responsibly in an African American parish, perhaps any parish, without ministering to 

children. So, I .stood willing to 

*My concern here is whether or not a group of American citizens, in the absence of a clearly 
defined and articulated due process, have the right to inhibit and/or restrict the freedoms of 
another American citizen solely on the "credible" statements of a third individual or group of 
individuals. Obviously, this is one for lawyers and my African American 1960's civil rights 
attitude may be showing, but, personally, I would have to see some pretty strong legal 
arguments before I could accept such a premise. 
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Having done this, I see little else that I can do. My ministry over the years has indicated that 

I am no risk to children; strong and credible Catholic and non·-Catholic young and old voices 

within the African American community have indicated that I am no risk to children; -

and, on a deep personal level, I know that 

I am no risk to children. 

No sane individual wishes to see children hurt and the Church, even as society, must do what 

is reasonable to protect our children. I have made every effort to assist the Professional Fitness 

Review Board in this necessary process. Having done so, I now stand both ready and eager to 

fully re-enter ministry and continue my life's work proclaiming "Christ crucified." 
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1-312-337-6379 CARDrnAL BERNARDIN 619 P.01 JAN 12 '95 11:23 

Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCi CHICAGO 
Post Office Boie. I 979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Memo 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

this 

Father Canary 

Cardinal Bernardin 

Father John Calicott 

January 12, 1995 

You will recall that we talked about 
. (Tom Paprocki has reviewed it). 

You told me that you ~ere going to visit with John one evening this week 
(was it Monday?). 

In light of all the above, I have the following questions: 

a) ls the memo O.K.? 

b) Has John to the Review Board -
something I assume in my memo. 

c) What did John say regarding observing t:he Protocol? 

Many thanks. 

AOC 010205 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

To: 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The Review Board / A f'I_ 1 ~'h - •• 4 
Cardinal Bernardi~ ~· I~ 
Reverend John Calicott 
January 14, 1995 

Pos1 Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

It is true that the abuse John is accused of actually happened. 
According to our·policy, when such abuse occurs the priest is never 
to be placed in parish ministry again although he can be considered, 
if certain conditions are fulfilled, for some special ministry where 
he would have no contact with children. Still, 

If that conclusion is valid and accepted, we would still have 
the problem of explaining publicly why John's case is different. 
However, I think the decision should ·be based on objective facts 
rather than on communication difficulties, although the latter would 
surely have to be attended to. 

Many thanks. 
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JOHN CALICOTT 

-·/ ENCLOSURES: 

1. 

2. 

~byfFRA~~~ 
/-/?-fS- ~M. 

~ 

NUMBER OF 
PAGES 

, 
4 

3. REPORT TO ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO REVIEW BOARD 5 

4. PERSONAL SUBMISSION 16 
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.t}:J y REGARDING THE ALLEGATIONS ,,.. ··-------
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I must own that a type of sexual misconduct with minors did take place. I should further like 

to note that this misconduct was neither planned, preconceived or premeditated. It was the direct 

result of a stupid, ignorant response to a situation which I totally, totally mishandled. It was 

something into which I almost "stumbled", if such a word may be used. I terminated the event 

which did transpire with the strong expectation that this would result in my being reported an 

incarcerated. But, I found that prospect far preferable to yielding to the continuance of the 

matter. This sexual contact with minors has been and is a source of guilt and grief for me-

I consider it the 

singular greatest failure of my life. And while, objectively, I feel certain that God has forgiven 

me. I am not at all sure that, subjectively, I have ever forgiven myself. 

However, having acknowledged such sexual contact with minors, I feel that I categorically and 

emphatically must deny the egregious nature of this contact as articulated in the allegations. I 

feel that the allegations are filled with misconceptions and cognitive distortions which do not 

present a correct picture of the events which transpired. While owning that sexual misconduct 

took place, I feel that I must seriously take issue with both the number of occasions and the 

types of contacts alleged. I do not state this to mitigate the seriousness of such activity. Indeed, 

one such contact would be far too many. After months of soul searching, I speak solely in the 

illlerest of accuracy and truth. I further feel, 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

January 18, 1995 

Phone Call to Ms. (sister of 

=================================================================== 
After attempting to contact Ralph Bonaccorsi a couple of times to 
see if he had gotten a hold of as Ralph and I had 
agreed Ralph would try to do, to notify him about the upcoming 
initiation (at least) of the Second Stage Review in this matter as 
well as to perhaps note tollllllllthat Steve might be attempting to 
contact his sister, in that I was unable to hear from Ralph, and 
given that the Board was going to be meeting ~ the 
situation, I decided to contact Ms. 11111111 ---- had 
previously noted that he wanted me to speak with his sister about 
this situation ori inall when he detailed his alle ation 11111111 
Moreover, the Review Board had directed me following the First 
Sta~his situation to attempt to contact persons such 
as 111111111111111as appropriate follow-up inquiry to see what such 
persons m~ht know about the situation, particularly as regards 
verifying• allegation. In addition, in that Rev. 
Calicott had just submitted written comments which would be 
submitted to the Board contending that the number of occasions and 
types of contact of sexual misconduct with as 
detailed to me by~ were clearly different in Rev. Calicott's 
version of the events apparently, I concluded as well that an 
attempted contact to speak with Ms ..... (in addition to all of 
the above) would be appropriate follow-up inquiry at this time. 

As such, I was able to contact by phone this 
evening. I explained who I was, my role/title and responsibilities 
to the Review Board in this situation, the purpose of my call, as 
well as various possibilities she should consider before or if she 
might want to speak with me further about the situation - such as 
it is entirely up to Ms ..... as ts- whether she wanted to speak 
with me about this matter, that she~under absolutely no obligation 
to speak with me further about it and that it was up to her, and 
how I must by policy cooperate with any civil authorities' 
investigations in these situations and that as such, information 
which she provided me could perhaps at some time in the future be 
requested by a civil authority, and as such-knowing that-some 
persons sometimes might not want to provide further information to 
me about what they might know. 

I explained also to llllllllhow the Board was about to begin a 
further formal Review in this matter shortly as well and that that 
was why I felt it appropriate to contact her at this time. I added 
that our Assistance Minister either had contacted, although I said 

AOC 010209 



-2-

I wasn't sure he had, but that he was going to be trying to at 
least notify her brother llllllabout that Review in case he might 
want to make a statement or add something further at this point. 
I believe I added .that if had not yet learned about the 
upcoming Review, and that if wanted to let him know, that 
would be fine, although I stated that I expected - would 
nonetheless still be hearing from Ralph Bonaccorsi abo ut the 
Review. I also noted that I had received her name and number from 
her brother in the past and that 111111 had previously 
suggested she be contacted and to my knowledge had wanted me to 
contact her about conf irrning information related to his allegation 
against Rev. John Calicott. I s~d to as well that 
she might even want to speak with ...... first about this before she 
might choose to talk with me. To my knowledge, seemed to 
acknowledge all of the above. She did not seem upset and did not 
indicate that she did not understand anything I had said. 

did state that "I'd be willing to talk to you." Regarding 
the form of our conversation, I then noted that there would be 
different ways in which we could speak further about the situation 
- either by phone now or as I was about to suggest that an in
person meeting would also be a fine option to consider, 11111111111 
then first suggested that "If I were to meet with you,"~ 
prefer to meet in-person. I noted that that would of course be 
fine and even preferable in such a delicate matter. We then 
discussed possible meeting times and dates. We agreed that Friday 
morning 1-20-95 would be a good time for both of us. I asked Ms. 
-what time of the day would be preferable/convenient for her 
and she noted that in that she needs to get her children off to 
school in the morning and then get back later, that somewhat 
earlier in the morning would be preferable. We then agreed 
mutually for a meeting time of 9:30 a.rn. on Friday (1-20-95) in my 
Office and I provided her with the exact address and Suite number. 

thanked me for being willing to meet when it would 
accommodate her own schedule. 

I added that if for some reason something came-up and she could not 
make the meeting or changed her mind about corning to the meeting, 
that she could feel free to contact me and if she could not get a 
hold of me leave a message with my very confidential administrative 
assistant or leave a message on our security-code protected 800# 
voice mail. I noted that I would most definitely understand if she 
then decided not to speak with me about it for whatever reason. 

Ms. - then began to make some comments about the situation 
overall and did note that this was a difficult matter for her 
brother because as she had stated earlier in the call, ....... and 
Fr. John were "very good friends." I agreed that it seem~t it 
had been very difficult for - as well as for many people 
involved in the situation. 

We also did discuss the subject of confidentiality and how I noted 
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that the policy called for confidentiality but that such 
confidentiality could only be protected to the extent which the 
policies provide and then I explained how different persons within 
the Archdiocese - such as the Cardinal, his Delegate, the Review 
Board of course and others could be notified about any information 
she might provide me as well as how I had previously ref erred to 
the State's Attorney if they so demanded it at some point. At this 
point Ms. noted how another good friend of hers apparently 
had spoken about the allegations to her and had asked her what she 
had remembered about them - she did not mention who this other 
person was by name and I did not ask Ms. - also made 
some comments about how the matter was announced publicly to the 
congregation by a priest at St. Ailbe's and that she did not "see 
the purpose that anything ... should have been announced there" 
regarding the allegations against Rev. Calicott and how he had been 
withdrawn. I reflected to 11111111111 that I know at the time the 
matter had become public that many people had become very hurt and 
saddened about the whole situation but that I did not have much 
information to note about the gatherings that took place within the 
different parishes where it was announced because the parish 
intervention in these situations are coordinated by our Assistance 
Ministry and other administrative people within the Archdiocese. 
I did note, however, that the purpose for such announcements and 
intervention is to try to help the parishes who might have been 
affected most deeply/directly by such a situation to have some 
information about it and to try to bring about some sense of 
healing and understanding by providing basic information to them 
although I noted that I myself did not go out to any of the 
parishes about this matter in that that is not a part of my role 
within the Archdiocese. 

The phone conversation overall seemed very positive, courteous and 
respectful and I thanked for speaking with me and that I 
looked forward to our meeting on Friday. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a phone call to Victim IN from Steve Sidlowski, Administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, on January 19, 1995, in which 
Mr. Sidlowski tells Victim IN that he (Mr. Sidlowski) will ask the Review Board whether they 
will make an exception to their policies and allow Victim IN to attend their meeting to discuss 
Fr. Calicott's situation. Victim IN says that he feels his confidentiality is not being respected, 
and infonns Mr. Sidlowski that Victim IN's sister will no longer be meeting with Mr. Sidlowski 
at Victim IN's request. 
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Phone Call from 1-19-95 
8:50 a.m. 

*"Steve better call me." He ( .. )wants to know WHEN and WHERE 
the Review Board is going to meet because he said "I will be 
there." 

* "I will sue the ass off the Archdiocese" if he is not given the 
particulars (place and time) of this meeting. "I want to be 
there." 

* "I'm sorry for being so gruff" with you (R.M.) but "I'm serious 
about this." 
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Phone Call to Rev. Tom Paprocki: 1-19-95 

- "Say to him we will take his desire to the Board 
and it is up to the Board whether it will permit him to attend." 

- The Board doesn't just give into requests to meet on demand. If 
the Board decides to let him come, we can invite him to the next 
meeting, and perhaps defer on a discussion until then. 

- If he tries to force his way in - no question we'll have to have 
him arrested. "I (T.P.) just don't think he's entitled to 
demanding to be heard" or even waiting outside the door - if he can 
be allowed to do that, so should Swade and Calicott be allowed to 
wait outside. 

- Arrange for security to be at the meeting. "It's very clear 
Steve, I'm not going to have somebody intimidate the Board." 

Have or 2 guys maybe even one guy in uniform 
downstairs and one guy not in uniform upstairs. 

- Perhaps change site of meeting? 

Phone Call to 1-19-95 

- Change the site of the meeting. "We're going to initiate the 
2nd Stage Review but not finish it and part of the Review is to 
consider all the requests to meet with the Board including .... 's 
desire to speak to the Board. We have to look at everybody's 
request collectively. We' 11 take up all the requests at our 
meeting. We don't know whether the entire Board will meet with him 
or a representative(s) of the Board but he will be heard. We as a 
Board could have a couple of Board members to sit down with him 
about how he feels he was re-victimized by the process. He'll get 
an opportunity at some point before the 2nd Stage Review is 
finished to talk to at least some representative(s) of the Board." 

- So the Board will certainly hear him out before the Second Stage 
Review is completed and we would get back to him about that if he 
is still interested. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a phone call to Victim IN from Steve Sidlowski, Administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, on January 20, 1995, in which 
Mr. Sidlowski tells Victim IN that the Review Board meeting to discuss Fr. Calicott's situation 
will not be public. Victim IN expresses his anger that he is not given infonnation as to the status 
of the matter and his concern that he is being misquoted. 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN FAITH COMMUNITY'S APPEAL 1-:f~-.ei, ~-~ 
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We the undersigned, representing the African Ameriran Faith Community, are actively joined together in the 
movement to clear Father John CalicoU's name of the false allegations made against him. Father 
John Calicott has been a superior role model throughout the years for theAfrican American Community 
and in particular African American children. We believe lhat the allegations made against Father Cal1cott are 
scurrilous and totally without substance. We further believe that the application of a flawed process has 
resulted in him being presumed guilty rather than presumed innocent. Finally, we are resolute in 
our commitment to seeing that the Archdiocese restore Father Calicott to the pastorship of Holy 
Angels Church as soon as possible. 
PRINT Name 

,(CC/OVER) 
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We the undersigned representing the African American Faith Community have joined 
together in prayers and support for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott 

.has been a superior role model throughout the years for the African American , 
Community young and old. He has touched the lives and hearts of many throughout / 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. We are saddened and deeply troubled by the 
accusations made against him. Father John Calicott has had an exemplary and -.·; .•i 
untarnished reputation and his influence has had a powerful and positive impact/ 
upon the African American Community. Theref"ore ve are requesting that the · 
Archdiocese of Chicago restore Father John Calicott to the pastorship Qf Holy 
Angels and that be be given the opportunity to clear his name of the accusations 
made against him. 

... ······ .... ·-· --·- ···· { CC /OV'?:.R') · 
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COPIES TO: 

1. Holy Angels Church 

607 East Oakwood Blvd. 

Chicago, Il. 60653-2309 

2. Professional Fitness Review Board 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Il. 60690-1979 

3. His Holiness, Pope John Paul 

Vatican City 

Rome, Italy 
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We the undersigned representing the African .American Faith Community have joined 
together in prayers and support for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott 

.has been a superior role model throughout the years for the African American 
Community y6ung and old. He has touched the lives and hearts of many throughout 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. We are •addened and deeply troubled by the 
accusations made_ against him. Father John Calicott bas had an exemplary and -_-; .• · ·« 
untarnished reputation and his influence has had a powerful and positive impact 
upon the African American Community. Therefore we are requesting that the 
Archdiocese of Chicago restore Father John Calicott to the pas~orsbip Qf Holy 
Angels and that he be given the opportunity to clear his name of the accusations 
made against him. · · · 
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COPIES TO: 

1. Holy Angels Church 

007 East Oakwood Blvd. 

Chicago, Il. 60653-2309 

2. Professional Fitness Review Board 

Archdiocese of Chicago, 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Il. 60690-1979 

3. His Holiness, Pope John Paul 

Vatican City 

Rome, Italy 

/- {, 
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We the undersigned representing the African American Faith Community have joined 
together in prayers and support for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott 

- .bas been a superior role model throughout the years for the African American 
Community young and old. He has touched _the lives and hearts of many throughout 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. We are saddened and deeply troubled by the 
accusations made against him. Father John Calicott has had an exemplary and -.·: .• · - , 
untarnished reputation and his influence has had a powerful and positive impact 
upon the African American Community. 'Ihere.£ore we are requesting that the 
Archdiocese of Chicago restore Father John Calicott to the pastorship .of Holy 
Angels and that he be given the opportunity to clear his name of the accusations 
made against him. 
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We the undersigned representing the African American Faith Community have joined 
together in prayers and support for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott 

.bas been a superior role model throughout the years for the African American 
Community young and old. He has touched ~he lives and hearts of many throughout 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. We are saddened and deeply troubled by the 
accusations made against him. Father John Calicott has had an exemplary and -.·: .. · -·, 
untarnished reputation and his influence has had a powerful and positive impact 
upon the African American Community. There.fore ve are requesting that the 
Archdiocese of Chicago restore Father John Calicott to the pas~orship of Holy 
Angels and that he be given the opportunity to clear his name of the accusations 
made against him. 

AOC 010224 



1-C, 

AOC 010225 



·~ 
;· 

_____ AFRic~A.MErucAN FAITH coMMUNI~_s.~P~ 
. . . ·----· ----~-:·· -----.. . ·-····· ... ""·-·-·-·· ·--·-

We the undersigned representing the African American Faith Community have joined 
together in prayers and support for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott 

.has been a superior role model throughout the years for the African American 
Community young and old. He has touched the lives and hearts of many throughout 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. We are sadde~ed and deeply troubled by the 
accusations made against him. Father John Calicott has had an exemplary and --.·: .• · - , 
untarnished reputation and h1s influence has had a powerful and positive impact 
upon the African American Community. There.fore we are requesting that the 
Archdiocese of Chicago restore Father John Calicott to the pastorship 9f Holy 
Angels and that he be given the opportunity to clear his name of the accusations 
made against him. 
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We the undersigned representing the African American Faith Co-unity ,~ave joined 
together in prayers and support for Father John Calicott. Father John Calicott 

.has been a superior ro1e mode1 throughout the years for the African American 
Community young and old. He has touched _the lives and hearts of many throughout 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. We are saddened and deeply troubled by the 
accusations made against him. Father John Calicott has had an exemplary and -.· ~ .• --·, 
untarnished reputation and his influence has had a powerful and positive impact 
upon the African American Community. ThereLore we are requesting that the 
Archdiocese of Chicago restore Father John Calicott to the pastorship ~f Ho1y 
Angels and that be be given the opportunity to clear his name of the accusations 
made against him. · 

AOC 010228 



COPIES TO: 

1. Holy Angels Church 

607 East Oakwood Blvd 

Chicago, Il. 60653-2309 

2. Professional Fitness Review Board 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

P.O.Box 1979 

Chicago, Il. 60690-1979 

3. His Holiness, Pope John Paul 

Vatican City 

Rome, Italy 

~ '' .. 

1-6 

AOC 010229 



To ~ 

( ILfrl.->'I , . 

7k<_ ~ ~~°'-~ 
.~~~~~~<~)~ 
~fn.~~~~) )~ 
~~~u~.1i~~f4 
~ ~ 9,._ -& r ~ °"' ~ ~t.~--
-fi..f;.. ' :.J ~ ~ Q,._ o._ ~ ~o;..,~ • Jk_ 

~~ ~~i:"tA(JJ2J~· 

1k~~~~~W\Q-

AOC 010230 



REVIEW DATE: 1-~l-'TS- -{/hif-lil-/-edJ 

1. NAME: Rev. John W. Calicott 

2. ORDAINED: 1974 

3. PRESENT ASSIGNMENT OR RESIDENCE: 

Holy Angels Parish-Chgo. 

Holy Name of Mary-Chgo. 

Saint Ailbe-Chgo. 

AGE/D.O.B.: ----

Since: Pastor 10-27-91 

From: 6-80 To: 10-91 

5-74 6-80 

(Listing for "Deanery #10, Vicariate VI-Dean appointed 4-1-84) 

4. ALLEGATIONS/INFORMATION: 

Date of Offense 

16 to 18 years ago 

17 to 18 years ago 

Date of attempt 
unknown 

Sex/Age of Child 

M/12 to 14 

M/14 approx. 

possibly Male/ 
apparently teenager 

Credibility 
Yes No 

_x_ 

_x_ 

5. GENERAL NATURE OF OFFENSE(S): Oral sex-mutual administration; 
kissing to teenage boys in private rectory quarters over at 
least 2 years; over 20 occasions to one boy. at least a "few" 
occasions to a 2nd teenage boy; unsuccessful attempt alleged/ 
suggested against 3rd teenage boy. 

6. OTHER PROBLEMS DURING MINISTRY: No sexual misconduct with minor 
allegations before these, per Vicar Rev. Pat O'Malley. 

7. 

8. 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

January 21, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 

* The Review Board formally approved the Meeting Minutes for its 
last Board Meeting of December 17, 1994 (with a couple of minor 
revisions suggested by ). 

Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

1. The Board initiated a Second Stage Review in this matter 
pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process For Continuation of 
Ministry. 

2. The Board deferred from making a determination and 
recommendation pending further inquiry. 

3. The Board considered J.C.'s request to meet in person with 
it to allow him the opportunity to discuss his current request and 
situation; the Board decided to invite J.C. to a meeting with a 
Sub-committee of the Board and directed the Administrator to make 
arrangements for such a meeting should J.C. still want to meet. 

4. The Board also concluded it would invite to a 
meeting with a Board Sub-committee in response to his desire to 
address the Board as well. 

5. The Board began to devise a rough draft of several follow-
u estions for 

matter as well as in light of J.C.'s own written 

the questions would then be 
submitted to J.C.'s attorney Mr. Reardon in writing and it was 
further suggested that it would likely be best to have 

conduct a phone conference call with 
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it was discussed as to whether J.C. and/or his attorney 
might be allowed to be present for such a conference call and the 
Board concluded that it would be fine for J.C.'s attorney to be 
present for any such call but not advisable for J.C. to be present; 
also the Board suggested that a proviso be put in the letter to 
attorney Reardon clearly that there would also probably be follow
up questions to the Board's latest follow-up questions as well 

(Following the Board meeting, 
concluded that a phone conference call would not be the 

best alternative at this time and that instead upon completion of 
the follow-up questions that they should be submitted 
only in writing requesting written answers which might end-up 
adequate for Board purposes depending upon the content of such 
answers, and that this change should be communicated to J.C.'s 
attorney and the Administrator did so) . 

6. Given some of the information received from 11111111 in 
this particular matter, the Board then resolved in a consensus that 

- as such, the Board resolved that Chairperson 
wou send a letter to Cardinal Bernardin reflecting 

Board viewpoint. 
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* The Administrator also distributed copies of Cardinal 
Bernardin's written statement entitled "A Story of Reconciliation" 
regarding his recent meeting with 
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* The Board was reminded that its next scheduled meeting for the 
third weekend of the month (typically) would be for February 18, 
1995. 

Respectfully 
Submitted By 
Steve Sidlowski
Administrator 

These Minutes Unanimously 
Approved By 
Review Board 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

January 23, 1995 
11-~()--qs-

Phone Contact by Assistance Minister With 

I spoke with Assistance Minister Ralph Bonaccorsi in Peoria a 
little over a week before the last Board meeting about the need for 
him to please contact, in addition to , as 
well before the next Board meeting in which some form of a Second 
Stage Review would either be initiated or conducted. Ralph agreed. 
We both concurred that it would probably be better for Ralph to 
contact and 1111111 in that the last contacts I had received 
from both men last April, particularly ~ reflected 
anger on their part and comments to th~ they had 
nothing more to say to the Archdiocese. In any event, it seemed 
appropriate that the Victim Assistance Minister contact both men to 
let them know that Second Stage Review was going to begin at least 
at the Review Board's January 21, 1995 meeting. 

Ralph again attempted to contact on Friday, January 
20, 199 ph asked for further numbers from me as to how to 
contact and I provided him with all of the numbers I had 
available for , including his pager number. Ralph tried the 
page number and was eventually able to get through by phone to 

11111111 around 5:00 p.m. or so on 1-20-95. 

As Ralph and I had discuss~iousl-he purpose of the call 
would be to not only inform ...... (and that a Second Stage 
Review was being started by the Review oar on 1-21-95, but also 
to invite him to ask any questions to Ralph Bonaccorsi or ~ 
about the current status of the matter, as well as to invite ..... 
to make a statement to Ralph Bonaccorsi or myself about his 
feelings/desires about the John Calicott situation at this time 
should want to communicate something to that effect either 
directly verbally, by phone, by voice mail message, or in writing, 
and ·that any such comments Virgil might want directed to the Board 
would be so communicated by myself. 

Before Ralph Bonaccorsi was able to get through to , 
Ralph and I again spoke~made clear to Ralph that if he was 
able to get a hold of ~ (which he eventually did) that he 
should tell him at this point the Review Board would only be 
initiating a Second Stage Review in John Calicott's matter and 
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would not be completing such a Review in its 1-21-95 meeting (this 
former information had been decided by Board Chairpers~ 
111111 in consideration of the desire expressed by both 111111111111111 
and Rev. John Calicott to meet in some fashion with the Review 
Board as part of the Second Stage Review) . 

As such, I told Ralph to of course feel free to invite 
to contact me by phone on the evening of 1-20-95 should he so 
desire, with a~tions or statements he may have. I also noted 
to Ralph that lllllllllllllllcould be assured that if he wants to make a 
statement at some point in the next few weeks before the Second 
Stage Review would be completed (likely at the Board's mid/late 
February, 1995 meeting) about his feelings/views regarding John 
Calicott's situation and/or ministry status at this time, Ralph 
could of course invite - to do so either through Ralph-r b 
communicating such a statement to me somehow, etc. or that 
could again feel free to ask me any questions he has at some po1n 
in the weeks ahead before the Second Stage Review is completed. 

Thus Ral h Bonaccorsi informed me that when he did speak with 
he informed - basically of the above information 

and that could call me if he wanted to with any statements 
and/or questions he might have about the situation at this time, 
although Ralph was unequivocal in explaining to that 
the Second Stage Review in the matter would only be initiated in 
the Board's Saturday (1-21-95) meeting. Ralph informed me that 

...... stated that he would probably contact me either some time 
that evening of Friday 1-20-95 or perhaps before the Board meeting 
on 1-21-95 in the morning. 

I was present within the Office the entire evening of Frida~-
95 and received no calls or voice mail messages from ._. 
Likewise, I checked with the voice mail messages the morning of 1-
21-95 before the Review Board met and throughout the afternoon and 

lllliiiiiillillo messages had been left on the Off ice voice mail by 

** It should be noted, however, that I did inform the Review Board 
about Ralph Bonaccorsi's contact with ............. and how 11111111 
might still be contacting me at som~re the Board's 
Febr .. ar meeting on this matter. I inquired of the Board that if 
Mr. requests an in-person meeting with the Board in some 
f ash1on efore the completion of the Second Stage Review whether I 
should invite him to a meeting with a Board Sub-committee as John 
Calicott and were being separately invited to such 
meetings. The Board resolved that I should so invite 
to such meeting as well if he contacts me and requests it. Of 
course, the Board would also consider helpful any statement about 
his feelings/views about this situation at this time should he 
desire to communicate any such statement in one fashion or another 
before the next Board meeting in February, 1995. 
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Phone Call from Rev. John Calicott: 1-23-95 

- "I'm having a harder and harder time to talk these people (Holy 
Angels parishioners) down from protesting." 

- "I though they thorough and clear." 
"I tried to be as honest as 

(Pat Reardon: "There is only so much" 
confidentiality that he feels John can release). 

II 

in terms of 

- "They sort of step on people's rights" - the Review Board - and 
John doesn't think that is fair and added "It's hardly Christian." 

- "Obviously, I'm onna go with it," (1) meeting with Review Board 
• • 1111 · tee (2) 

- but I "don't like it." 

"Things are moving" - is what I'm gonna tell people at Holy 
Angels - "obviously stall things a bit more." 

- Obviously what the Board wants, "at least right now," he'll 
continue to go along with Protocol, although he wondered about 
where the Board stood on having it "eased-up." Regarding his non
return to parish, "It's gonna blow-up anyway ... They don't want it 
to blow-up," if it's not resolved soon and in John's favor 
apparently. 

- Since this thing started, "I have not had a vacation." His 
mother in Mississippi wants to see him. 

- "They (the Board) are getting into people's lives that it's not 
any of their damn business." 

- . "I'm angry. I'm angry about this whole fucking thing. " I don't 
think my • • and other things he considers 'private' 
are any of the Board's God-damn business." 

- "Let me know what you're going to do" and either Pat or John 
will get back to me. 

- "The fact of the matter is, I'm willing to release it," but if 
Pat R. tells him not to - they're not going to, John added. 

- "I want to get this thing (Second Stage Review) done. My parish 
is hurting and I want to get back." 

- "They want to come down and picket." "I have encouraged people 
- please, just write." 

- "So, I have not been trying to fight the Board on this - I've 
been hoping to cool them down." 
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- I'm going along with this "very reluctantly" although he wants 
to be helpful and cooperative, he asked I inform the Board. 

- "I don't have a problem with you, really Steve, they put people 
in the middle ... it's just unfair." 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL. 60060 

Dear Rev. Calicott: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5205 
1-800 994-6200 
Fax 312-751-5279 

January 24, 1995 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on January 21, 
1995. The Board fully considered my written and verbal reports in 
the matter involving yourself. The Board further considered 
documents which you released and submitted to it. Pursuant to 
Article 4.11 of the Review Process For Continuation Of Ministry, 
the Board initiated a Second Stage Review. 

The Board deferred from making a determination and 
recommendations to the Archbishop in the matter pending further 
inquiry. 

Pursuant to policy, the Board considered your desire to meet 
in person with it to allow you the opportunity to discuss your 
current request and situation. As we discussed the other day, the 
Board has decided to invite you to a meeting with a Committee of 
the Board for that purpose. 

I will contact you about making arrangements for such a 
meeting, should you still desire it, in the very near future. You 
have requested that your attorney, Patrick Reardon, also be present 
at the meeting and pursuant to policy he may of course accompany 
you. The Board hopes to complete its Second Stage Review in this 
matter at its next full Board meeting. Subsequently, the Board 
will communicate to you its determination and recommendations 
following completion of the Second Stage Review. 
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SS/rm 

If you have any questions at this point, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Esq. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Pos1 Office Box 1979 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 

Chicago, lliinois 60690-1979 
312-751-5205 

1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin, 

1-800 994-6200 
Fax 312-751-5279 

January 24, 1995 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on January 21, 
1995. The Board fully considered rr~ written and verbal reports in 
the matter involving Rev. John Calicott. The Board further 
considered documents Rev. Calicott released_and submitted to it. 
Pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process For Continuation Of 
Ministry, the Board initiated a Second Stage Review. 

The Board deferred from making a determination and 
recommendations in the matter pending further inquiry. 

Pursuant to policy, the Board considered Rev. Calicott' s 
desire to meet in person with it to allow him the opportunity to 
discuss his current request and situation. The Board has decided 
to invite Rev. Calicott to a meeting with a Sub-committee of the 
Board for that purpose. The Board additionally decided to invite 
Mr. to a meeting with a Sub-committee in response to 
his desire as well. 

The Board hopes to complete its Second Stage Review in the 
matter at its next full Board meeting. Subsequently, the Board 
will report to you its determination and recommendations following 
completion of the Second Stage Review. 

SS/rm 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Very truly yours, 
~ ~·.IA ,J•-

,,..,.a.. ~ 

Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

.cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to 
the Review Board 

bee: Mr. John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE Cf CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Dear-

Post Office Box 1979 
Oiicago, lliinoia 60690-1979 

312-751-5205 
1-800 994-6200 
Fax 312-751-5279 

January 24, 1995 

I'm writing to inform you that the Review Board met on January 
21, 1995. The Board initiated a Second Stage Review pursuant to 
Article 4.11 of the Review Process For Continuation Of Ministry in 
the matter involving Rev. John Calicott . 

The Board deferred from making a determination and 
recommendations to the Archbishop in the matter pending further 
inquiry. 

I communicated to the Board your desire to meet in person with 
it about this matter. As such, the Board has decided to invite you 
to a meeting with a Committee of the Board should you so desire to 
directly share your views at this point. 

If you are interested in such a meeting, please contact either 
myself or Ralph Bonaccorsi at Assistance Ministry. Any such 
meeting would need to be arranged in the near future in that the 
Board hopes to complete the Second Stage Review in this matter at 
next month's full Board meeting. Subsequently, I will communicate 
to you the outcome of the Board's deliberations following 
completion of that Review. 

I know how difficult this has all been for you,111111111 Please 
know that our Assistance Ministry most definitely remains available 
to you. (I believe you do have it, but once again Ralph 
Bonaccorsi's # is 1-312-751-8267). If you would like to contact 
me, you are of course also welcome to do so. (My number is listed 
above). 

SS/rm 

Sincerely, 

~~· 
Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

cc: Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, As~istance Minister 

1:5.cc: Mr. Jonn Q 1 Malley·, Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oiicago, Illinois 00690-1979 

312-751-5205 
1-800 994-6200 
Fax 312-751-5279 

January 25, 1995 

I'm writing to inform you that the Review Board met on January 
21, 1995. The Board initiated a Second Stage Review pursuant to 
Article 4.11 of the Review Process For Continuation Of Ministry in 
the matter involving Rev. John Calicott. 

The Board deferred from making a determination and 
recommendations to the Archbishop in the matter pending further 
inquiry. 

However, the Board hopes to complete the Second Stage Review 
in this matter at next month's full Board meeting. Subsequently, 
I will communicate the outcome of the Board's deliberations to you 
following completion of that Review. 

In the meantime, please know that our Assistance Ministry and 
Ralph Bonaccorsi most definitely remain available to you (# 1-312-
751-8267) if you so desire. (I had asked Ralph to contact you 
before this last meeting and he informed me that he was able to 
touch base with you) . If you would like to contact me, 11111111, you 
are of course also welcome to do so (my number is listed above) . 

SS/rm 

Sincerely, 

~~-
Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

cc: Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister· 
.. bee: Mr. John 0' Malley, Legal Services 
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January 30, 1995 

Dear Sister Sara, 

Thank you for your letter of January 25. I know of your work 
with the people in the Ida B. Wells' housing cluster and I commend you 
greatly. I also know that Father John was a firm supporter of your most 
necessary and important work. I wish there were more like you. The 
people need that Christian presence to sustain them in their struggles 
toward a decent and humane life and also to witness against, even in a 
small way, the always present specter of violence. 

Your request for Father Galicott's presence at the February 19 
appearance of the choir in Appleton does create a real dilernrna. I would 
like nothing better than to give permission, but I cannot at this time. 
Father John is still going through his reentry period with the Fitness 
Review Board. During that time, I must follow the process, just as I 
ask Father John to do so. This process takes time, perhaps more than 
the people would like to admit being necessary. But I think the process 
is a good one as painful as it sometimes can be. 

Again I cornrnend you in your work with the people and the children 
of Holy Angels and the surrounding cornrnunity. I hope that your trip to 
Appleton will be a fruitful one both for your people and the people of 
St. Bernard's. 

Please keep Father John and all of us in your prayers as we work 
our way through these difficult moments. I promise that you and your 
people will be in mine. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sister Sara Hale 
615 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago IL 60653 
Be: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 

Sincerely yours in Ghrist, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

JLB:PO'M\br C:\WPDOCS\HALE.JLB 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHIC,.\GO 

Office of the Archbishop Post Office Bo~ 1979 
Chi~aeo, lllimiie 60690 

FAX Transmission Sheet 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of the Archbishop 

FAX Number. 312-337-6379 

155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Phone: 312-751-8230 

Date: January 30, 1995 

From: Cardinal Bernardin 

To: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 

Company: Archdiocese of Chicago - Vicar for Priests Office 

Subject: Attached Letter Jan. 25. 1995 - Sister Sara Hale 

You should receive 3 page(s) lndudlng this cover sheet. If you do not 
receive all pages, please tall Barbara Riner at 312-75 I ·8336. 

COMMENTS: Please advise on how to respond to attached 
request. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

OH: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: Cardinal Bernardin 
Re: Fr. Calicott 
From: Fr. P. O'Malley 
January 30, 1995 

You asked for a response to the letter from Sister Sara. May I 
suggest the following: 

Dear Sister Sara, 

Thank you for your letter of January 25th. I know of your work 
with the people in the Ida B. Wells' housing cluster and I commend 
you greatly. I also know that Fr. John was a firm supporter of your 
most necessary and important work. I would wish that there were 
more like you because the people need that Christian presence to 
sustain them in their struggles towards a decent and humane life 
as well as to -witness against, even in a small way, the always 
present specter of violence. 

Your request for Fr. Calicott's presence at the Feb. 19th 
appearance of the choir in Appleton does create a real dilemma. I 
would like nothing better than to give permission, but I cannot at 
this time. Fr. John is still going through his re-entry period with 
the Fitness Review Board. During that time, I must follow the 
process, just as I ask Fr. John to do so. This process takes time, 
perhaps more than the people would like to admit to be necessary. 
But I think the process is a good one as painful as it sometimes 
can be. 

Again I commend you in your work with the people and the 
children of Holy Angels and the surrounding community. I hope that 
your trip to Appleton will be a fruitful one both for your people 
and the people of St. Bernard's. 

Please keep fr. John and all of us in your prayers as we work 
our way through these difficult moments. I promise that you and 
your people will be in mine. 

Sincerely yours, etc. 
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Phone Calls from John Calicott: 1-30-95 

- John explained, "I am going to have to go South," to see/be with 
his mother. 

- Pat Reardon will sit in on conversation with 
said (i.e. he wants that). John's talked to someone 
as to how the Review Board has further questions. 

will probably want to review the further questions. 

- John explained that his sister will accompany him driving to and 
staying with him in Mississippi - she knows about his situation. 
Her is and John's mother's name is 

The address - he will be staying at his mother's home 
Mississippi. The phone number is •••I-

- John expects that he will be there for roughly a week. John 
will call me about the when/where/i.e. arrangements for the in
person meeting between the Review Board's Committee and himself. 
John still would like to meet. He also would like his attorney 
Pat Reardon and Rev. Pat O'Malley, the Vicar for Priests, there as 
well. 

- Also, John stated "I want to get there" an hour to an hour and 
a half early to go through his file. I explained to John that I am 
not certain he will be able to do that, although I did go over with 
him the provisions in the policy which state the information which 
he is clearly entitled to (e.g. Board recommendations, the 
Cardinal's decisions, information about the allegations sufficient 
for him to respond to, etc.). John then asked if I had ever heard 
of the Freedom Of Information Act and I said I had. John continued 
that "I don't want to have a judge" have to see to him being able 
to go through the file. I told John that I will have to look into 
this possibility but that at this time I cannot guarantee it. In 
short, John feels apparently that it is "my file" and as such he 
wants to "see what's in there." I noted how, technically, a 
mainstay of the policy does call for confidentiality of information 
and records but for certain exceptions. I asked John if he had 
spoken to Mr. Reardon as yet about the plans regarding his desire 
to see the file. He said he had not but that he would be calling 
Mr. Reardon immediately following our call. 

- Regarding the meeting\expected phone conference with 
llllllllllllllllillllllllll regarding follow-up questions to the original 
Questionnaire, John stated that he believes it is not "ethical" for 
the Review Board to not allow him to be present at any meeting in 
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most definitely want at least his attorney present, which I had 
noted to John last week the Board suggested as appropriate during 
any such phone call. 

- Regarding his Protocol while he is away, John did confirm after 
I brought up to him that he would need to be in daily contact with 
Bernadette Connolly and our monitoring staff, he said that he will 
call in once or twice a day and "will cooperate" while the Second 
Stage Review is "pending." John seemed upset though and noted that 
he is "no risk" to children. I told John that to follow the 
protocol would be helpful and that I would pass along the 
information as to his upcoming whereabouts to Bernadette Connolly. 
John said that he intended to call Bernadette Connolly with the 
same information and explanation as to his need to depart, soon. 

* John Calicott called back in the afternoon. He noted that he 
had just spoken to his attorney Pat Reardon. He wanted to notify 
me that Mr. Reardon will be on vacation beginning next Thursday, 2-
9-95 i.e., Mr. Reardon will thus be available through next 
Wednesday, February 8, 1995 and then will be gone through Sunday 
February 12, 1995. He will be back in Chicago apparently on 
February 13, 1995. As such, John believes that the in-person 
meeting with the Board Committee will likely have to take place 
some time in the week of February 13, 1995. 

* John said he spoke to Bernadette Connolly and informed her of 
his need to visit his mother in Mississippi. I confirmed with 
Bernadette Connolly later by phone that they did speak and John 
also provided her with the names and numbers she will need for 
John's sister with whom he will be traveling and staying as well as 
the phone number at John's mother's where he can be reached each 
day. Bernadette told John that she (or our monitoring staff) will 
call John Calicott there every day so as to save any long-distance 
calls being charged to his mother's phone. 
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2-3-95 

- "All he wants me to know is some idea of when/where - time frame 
- of the meeting - he does want to meet; he's looking forward to 
it," he told Ralph. 

called Ralph too. She called about where we're 
at at this point; Ralph told her only that we've initiated a 2nd 
Stage Review. 

- Ralph feels that perhaps a letter from the Committee, via 11111 
11111, would be a good thing and show that the Board is organized. 
"It shows that the Board is in control of the process, " rather than 

- Regarding-= "He has a certain suspicion of the process; he 
almost always puts the worst meaning on the external process of the 
Board," however. 

- The more pro-active the process can be with him, the better in 
Ralph's view. 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 
/--zo-t{s- { 

)/Phone Conversation with Rev. Pat O'Malley, V.P., 
Regarding Rev. Calicott's 

February 7, 1995, 
=================================================================== 
I received a call from the Vicar for Priests Rev. Pat O'•Malley on 
1-20-95, the day before the Board meeting on 1-21-95. Rev. 
O'Malley asked that I refer the information he was about to give 
me, time permitting, to the Review Board at its meeting on 1-21-95 
in the Board's discussion in the Rev. Calicott matter/initiation of 
the Second Stage Review in that matter. ~ 
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I told Pat O'Malley that I would attempt to inform the Board about 
the above information in its'meeting. 

* - (Although not in the above-typed form, PFRA Steve Sidlowski 
did verbally inform the Board of all of the above contents of this 
memo during the Board's discussion/deliberations in Rev. Calicott's 
initiation of the Second Stage Review in the Board meeting of 1-21-
95) . 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICACO 

Office of the Chancellor 

The Reverend Donald J. Ehr, S.V.D. 
St. Elizabeth Parish 
50 East 4lst Street 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Ehr: 

February 7, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Due to the appointment of Father Dennis Riley to the Pastorate 
of St. Angela Parish, Holy Angels Parish is in need of a temporary 
administrator. In accord with canons 539 and 540, I am pleased to 
appoint you as parochial administrator of Holy Angels Parish, while 
retaining your duties as Pastor of St. Elizabeth Parish. This 
appointment is effective immediately and will terminate with the 
resolution of the status of the pastor, Rev. John Calicott. 
Attached are our guidelines for administrators of parishes. 

I am confident that you will fulfill this office with 
competence and compassion and that the staff and parishioners will 

support you in your responsibility. Be assured of my own 
availability, if I can be of assistance. 

With cordial good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

1tt~fh9.~ 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

cc: Most Rev. George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar 
Rev. James Martin, Dean 
Very Rev. James M. Bergin, S.V.D., Provincial Supervisor 
Rev. Dennis Riley, Administrator, Holy Angels Parish 
Rev. Jeremiah Boland, Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Rev. Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Sr. Joan McGlinchey, Office for Religious 
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Return Phone Call from to Rev. 
(In Mississippi with his Mother 

2-8-95 

- John called in late afternoon of 2-7-95 and I was very busy -
actually on phone working on his case - so unable to get back to 
him. 

Pat will call me whether to 

- I read John Calicott all of the Board's follow-up Questions, per 
his request. 

- "Now they're going beyond," what their original Questionnaire 
was. 

- "Some of those questions are none of their damn business." 

- "To me, my concern with the process are totally different with 
the issues of the case." So John said those issues will not be 
dealt with by John in the meeting, and he does not intend to debate 
with the Board. 

- Regarding reviewing his file page by page: "Okay, I didn't 
think that was a big deal. My only question was are there any 
things in there I need to address? So it's not a big thing to me 
at this point," particularly now that he has the Board's follow-up 
questions. 

- "How dare them to go on this fishing expedition and questioning 
my integrity in that way!" 

- "I was up there for six months - for six months!" 
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Phone Call From 2-8-95 

- I (S.S.) called him back. He received the Board's follow-up 
questions - he was busy. I left a message that we mainly need to 
know if he received the Federal Express materials and if he does 
have any questions, to please call back. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/10/1995 

Cardinal's Agenda: 

II Parishes 
1 . 

1 i :30 - 1 :00 

2. Holy Angels: The Cardinal explained the situation of John 
Calicott ' 4 and the parish. Don Ehr is now administrator of 
the parish with the departure of Dennis Riley ' 9 who took the 
new assignment of pastor at St. Angela. The Review Board 
will take action and make a recommendation soon. 

3. 

9 
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February 13, 1995 

Mr. Steve Sidlowski, 

13'95 17:25 No.005 P.01 

~4-l:Jt~~ -
2-f)·-rr~~ 
vrc--- F4K 

Thank You for your letter dated February 9, 1995. I have cleared my schedule to attend this 
meeting. 

Please accept this letter as a confirmation that I will be at your office at 3:30p.m. on February 
1 S, 1995. As I understand it, you will be attending the meeting to take notes. I am confident 
that the members of the committee will not object to making room for two others that will 
be attending with me. The first person will be a court reporter. This persons responsibility is 
to take notes for me. The second person is a good friend who often advises me. 

Tha11k You again for your willingness to meet with me. 
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Holy Narne of Mary Church 
11159 SOUTH LOOMIS STREET• CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 • AREA COOE 312 • 238-6800 

14 February, 1995 

Your Eminence: 

As I understand it the Priest Review Board is to meet 
this Saturday, 18 February about John Calicott. 

I write to you since twice in November when I met 
you, you mentioned that you thought this was a 
special case and you would tell the Board this. 
I hope that you do make your notification to them 
before they meet. I would be most grateful and the 
African-American community would thank you. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

·r-;J 
!~· 

(Rev.)
1 Anth~y J. Vader 

P.S. I hope that you had as good a time in Manila 
in January as I did. I went by your hotel a few 
times while you were in Manila, but you had said 
you would be busy for those days and so I did not 
bother you. I must have put on about ten pounda, 
and you can use the weight better than I can. 

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

February 14, 1995 

RE: Phone Call to Mr. Regarding Meeting with 
Board Committee with Presence of Court Reporter 

=================================================================== 
I had received a fax letter from yesterday stating 
that he would be present at the scheduled meeting of the Board 
Committee with him, along with a court reporter to take notes for 
him and a good friend as well. I did consult with some others in 
the Archdiocese and on the Review Board about - apparent 
expectation to have those other persons present. 

I called him later in the afternoon and was able to~ 
back from-after reaching him on his pager# of~ 
which Ralph Bonaccorsi provided for me under the circumstances. 

I noted to-that I did receive his fax letter yesterday about 
the meeting and was glad that he would be coming. I then noted 
that certainly if he feels more comfortable having a court reporter 
and his friend present with him at the meeting that this would be 
fine with the Board Committee, although then we would also only 
then like to have/get a copy of the complete tran~ from the 
court reporter at what was said at the meeting, as111111111111111obviously 
would have such a copy as well, and I added that we, of course, 
would gladly pay for our own copy of it. Also, I noted to 
that as such there would be no need for myself to take any notes 
for the Board at the meeting. 

Regarding the above, - stated "Right" that he does want to have 
the other two persons present including the court reporter so as to 
ensure not being misunderstood as to what he will be saying. I 
asked - if he had any problem with my reference to the 
Board/myself then also obtaining a copy of the transcript of the 
entire meeting from the court reporter who he will have present. 

- responded "No, not at all." · 

I then noted to 1111111 that as a courtesy, so that everyone would 
know who was present at the meeting and in that it was my 
understanding that - was aware what Board members would be 
present, I was wondering if I could also have the names of the 
court reporter as well as of his friend who would be attending the 
meeting. said that his friend attending would be••••••• 
(I did~et the exact spelling). Regarding the court reporter's 
name, lllllllllllllllsaid that he would know that tomorrow (on the day of 
the meeting) but did not yet have the name. added that his 
purpose in having his friend present would be probably to have him 
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help calm - down if necessary and to avoid saying somethin~ 
might regret. I asked - out of curiosity I noted, if -

was an attorney in that I t;P.o~~ht I'd heard of him before. 
(It turns o~oken~fth.".:-~f --who represented 
himself as ~ attorney) . - confirmed that -

is his attorney. 

I then noted that it would be "absolutely" of course fine for • 
•••• to be present as well particularly in that he is an attorney 
and under the policy could most definitely be present in any event. 
I added that I believed I had made clear from the start that ....... 
most definitely could always have his attorney present whenever 
there would be meetings such as this, although I did also note that 
the Board and I truly do see this meeting as pastoral in nature and 
not meant to be adversarial in any way but that we do respect 
.. ll~s desire to have his attorney present of course. 

I again thanked for calling me back in response to his pager 
so quickly and noted that we would look forward to meeting with him 
tomorrow ........ noted that I could feel free to contact him by his 
pager # at any time, and I said that I appreciated that invitation. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a transcript of a meeting between Victim IN; Victim IN's lawyer; Steve 
Sidlowski, Administrator of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness 
Review; and three members of the Review Board on February 15, 1995. Victim IN requested 
and was granted the opportunity to present his concerns regarding the processing of his 
allegation of minor sexual abuse by Fr. John Calicott and his preference for resolution of the 
matter to the Review Board in person. According to the transcript, Victim IN feels that the 
Archdiocese's policies and procedures for handling allegations of clerical sexual abuse against 
minors do not work well. Victim IN also wants Fr. Calicott to be reinstated as pastor of Holy 
Angels parish and is of the opinion that he should not have been removed in the first place. 
Victim IN was adamant that the other "victim" was only a corroborator of Victim IN's allegation 
and not a second victim of abuse by Fr. Calicott. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a transcript of a meeting between Victim IN; Victim IN's lawyer; Steve 
Sidlowski, Administrator of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness 
Review; and three members of the Review Board on February 15, 1995. Victim IN requested 
and was granted the opportunity to present his concerns regarding the processing of his 
allegation of minor sexual abuse by Fr. John Calicott and his preference for resolution of the 
matter to the Review Board in person. According to the transcript, Victim IN feels that the 
Archdiocese's policies and procedures for handling allegations of clerical sexual abuse against 
minors do not work well. Victim IN also wants Fr. Calicott to be reinstated as pastor of Holy 
Angels parish and is of the opinion that he should not have been removed in the first place. 
Victim IN was adamant that the other "victim" was only a corroborator of Victim IN's allegation 
and not a second victim of abuse by Fr. Calicott. 
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Phone Call from Rev. John Calicott 2-15-95 

John Calicott called me today and asked that I ask the Review Board 
if there is a possibility that there could be a specially-called 
Review Board meeting to perhaps complete the Second Stage Review in 
his matter before the next (tentatively) scheduled meeting of March 
18, 1995 rather than wait until then. John said that he would 
really prefer if the Board could do that and he is so requesting it 
formally. I told John that I would try to bring it up to the Board 
at its next meeting, although John and I spoke about this subject 
as well by phone yesterday (among other subjects) and I related 
that I could not assure him that the Board would see fit to call a 
special meeting before its next regularly-scheduled meeting to 
complete the Second Stage Review before March 18, 1995. I noted 
that there were various reasons, including - as John agreed - how 
soon the answers to the Board's follow-up 
questions to its Questionnaire would return to John and his 
attorney and then be submitted to us, among other factors. The 
bottom line was that I told John that on this point of when the 
Second Stage Review would be completed, it is up to the Review 
Board. John understood this reality. 

Yet, he would very much prefer it if somehow it could be done 
before March 18 because as he noted the waiting is bothering him 
quite a bit and he also received a phone call from Fr. Don Ehr from 
St. Elizabeth Parish who John said is going to be the new 
Administrator at Holy Angels Parish replacing Rev. Dennis Riley and 

~"™5-wanted to know what is going on with the situation apparently. 

Assuming the Board gets an opportunity to discuss this subject at 
its 2-18-95 meeting and if it made a decision on the subject of 
calling for a special meeting before the March 18, 1995 regularly
scheduled meeting, either way, John Calicott asks that I "then get 
back to me about it" as to what the Board concluded on his request. 

Overall, John said that he just wants to give this request a try 
although he understood that it is up to the Review Board and that 
they very well may not choose to convene a special meeting to 
complete the Review before its next regularly-scheduled meeting on 
March 18, 1995. 

Another Phone Call/Request from Rev. John Calicott: 2-16-95 

John called me again today and said that although it's not a big 
issue he was hoping that I would bring to the Review Board a 
situation involving his Protocol in terms of hoping about the 
possibility as to perhaps allowing John to return to stay 
overnight, every evening apparently, at Holy Angels Parish for 
security purposes. John wanted to note that Rev. Dennis Riley has 
been transferred from Holy Angels Parish and will become a pastor 
of a new parish soon. His understanding is that Dennis will leave 
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Holy Angels either this Friday or Saturday for his new assignment. 
Rev. Don Ehr has been named the Administrator but will not be 
coming to stay at Holy Angels Parish - rather John believes he will 
continue to live at St. Elizabeth's Parish. John is concerned that 
burglaries, etc. may be a problem in the Holy Angels Parish rectory 
if no one is actually staying there once Rev. Riley departs. 

As such, John is wondering if his Protocol might be altered perhaps 
to allow him to stay at H9J.y Angels Parish and sleep overnight 
there every night - at leas~one option to consider - because John 
said he does not want his personal items and property within the 
rectory stolen. Beyond some material goods, John also has fish, a 
dog, and a bird there apparently as well. John noted that theft 
has occurred in the rectory repeatedly in the past - once even in 
broad daylight while John was in his rectory office. He noted that 
it is "not the best place" for things to be left alone and not be 
broken into. John asked that I please bring this issue up to the 
Review Board for them to perhaps at least consider his request, 
although for the sake of his parish and rectory John acknowledged 
he would be open to other ways to address this problem. 

John noted that the bottom line is that there needs to be an adult 
there overnight in his view because word will get out soon once 
Rev. Riley has departed. He is concerned that perhaps at least 
some person could stay at the rectory even part-time so long as it 
is overnight. 

John noted that if he could not stay there - and I did note that 
technically Cardinal Bernardin had him under the restriction where 
he was not allowed to be present at Holy Angels Parish while he 
remains on administrative leave and as such his request seems to be 
a problem - some responsible adult should. He related that Dennis 
Riley has a friend by the name of who was staying in 
the rectory for a time apparently and that perhaps he would be 
willing to continue to stay there while John's matter remains 
unresolved. 

I explained to John that this is the first time this sort of 
situation has arisen with a priest withdrawn from his parish in 
John's type of situation, but that I would run it by the Board 
because he specifically requested I do. John simultaneously 
wondered if perhaps the Priests' Personnel Board should be 
responsible for looking into this issue as well in that it is a 
parish issue and they were somewhat responsible apparently for the 
change from Dennis Riley as a live-in Administrator to a non-live
in Administrator. (It also occurred to me later that perhaps the 
Vicar for Priests Rev. Pat O'Malley might also have some ideas on 
this point) . I asked John if there is a security system within the 
rectory which could also perhaps serve as a measure of protection 
or that one might be installed very soon as another possibility. 
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** The Board should also note in that John stated that he believes 
"the Board needs to know" that "I am finding it increasingly 
difficult to keep the people settled" about John not having had the 
Second Stage Review resolved and in parti~ not having been 
returned to Holy Angels Parish as pastortas yet. John explained 
that the people want to "protest" and that he does not think that 
would help but is finding it more and more difficult to try to keep 
the people calm about his situation apparently. I told John that 
I would pass along this information to the Board as well as part of 
its deliberation should they decide to consider it as a factor in 
the resolution of his situation. It should also be noted that on 

~~ l/Nl::a--few- occasion~ince the initiation of John's Second Stage Review 
he has conveyed similar-type messages to me along these lines of 
needing to "hold-back" the people from marching on his behalf and 
apparently making some public display or show of frustration about 
the matter. 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

To'!,,,~ Date' ~rb/q.{7 
to~r~~ 
~ 1%-0''VU~~ .fr; 
~hf__~~ 
ft;~~~~ 
Pz;;A-f~. rt~~ 

Ir, ¥ 1 /(p ~-~ 
~t..{G-i-~~ 
~~~~/ 
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~~~~~_A_l~_Cl_-ID_IO~C5_~~-F_C_H_IC_~_co~~~~~-

Orlice of lhe Archbishop 

Dear Tony, 

February 17, 1995 

rn~l omce llo~ 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

In response to your letter of February 14, I did send to the 
Review Board a detailed memo indicating that John's case is 
different from others. I based this on the information given me when 
I spent the afternoon with John this 
past November. 

If the Review Board agrees with , we 
will then have the problem of explaining publicly why John's case is 
different. This will not be understood by many. 

I am happy to hear that your trip to the Philippines went 
well. So did mine, but I never got out of the hotel -- except to 
get back to the airport. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Anthony J. Vader 
Holy Name of Mary Church 
11159 South Loomis Street 
Chicago, IL 60643 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~ of Chicago 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/17/1995 

REPORTS: (02/17/95) 

1. Cardinal's Appointments: 

2. 

a) 

b) Donald Ehr, SYD: The Cardinal has appointed Father Ehr to be Temporary 
Administrator of Holy Angels, with the understanding that he will retain duties 
as Pastor of St. Elizabeth. This appointment is effective immediately, 
terminating with the resolution of the status of John Calicott '74 [Pastor]. 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/17/1995 

MINUTES 

Meeting: #23 - Fourteenth Board 

Date: February 17, 1995 

Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Present: 
Reverends: Jeremiah M. Boland, Daniel P. Coughlin, Kevin J. Feeney, 

Robert P. Heinz, Michael T. Ivers (left 12:45), Steven W. Patte, 
John S. Siemianowski (left 12:45), Kenneth J. Velo. 

Opening Prayer: Rev. Kenneth J. Velo 10:45 A.M. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Accepted 7 - O - 1 

Ill Reports: 

1 . Cardinal's Appointments: 

a) 

Page 211 

b) Donald Ehr, SVD: The Cardinal has appointed Father Ehr to be 
Temporary Administrator of Holy Angels, with the understanding that 
he will retain duties as Pastor of St. Elizabeth. This appointment is 
effective immediately; terminating with the resolution of the status of 
John Calicott '7 4 [Pastor]. 

2. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/17/1995 

Page 2"13 

2. Parishes: 

a) Holy Angels: The Board reported the calls received after 
Dennis Riley transferred to St. Angela. The diocese is working 
on this. Parishioners are concerned about how the parish is 
being cared for during the absence of John Calicott '7 4. 

3 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

February 18, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 

* The -Review Board approved formally the Minutes for its January 
21, 1995 meeting. 
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Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.) Update: 

In that the Administrator noted to the Board that -
was unable to provide answers to the Board's follow-up 

questions to the answers to its original Questionnaire in this 
matter, the Board would not be able to proceed further with the 
Second Stage Review in this meeting. However, the Administrator 
brought to the Board two of J.C.'s latest requests - in sum, that 
he be able to begin spending overnights at Holy Angels Parish and 
secondly asking that the Board please resolve the Second Stage 
Review before the Board's March, 1995 meeting for various reasons 
not the least of which include J.C.'s reference to persons in the 
community allegedly becoming increasingly restless in wanting to 
publicly protest/demonstrate somehow that J.C. has not been 
returned to Holy Angels Parish. The Board resolved to decline both 
requests. 

The three Board members who comprised the Committee who met 
~hone of the child sexual abuse victims of J.C., 1111 
~. reported to the Board about the substance of that 
~ and their impressions overall. It was noted that -
-- did bring a court reporter with him and that the Board 
members would receive a copy of the transcript of the meeting at 
some point. Board member noted that does want 
a response to his several issues (or else he has threatened to sue 
at some time) and as such - thinks the Board might want to 
attempt to glean the key issues which discussed and 
then the Board might consider to perhaps respond to him at some 
point, although how and in what way might be most appropriate would 
still need to be worked-out in the future somehow. 

Rev. Tom Paprocki, the Cardinal's Delegate, then brought-up 
how on 2-15-95 he received a call from one of J.C.'s sexual abuse 
victims as a minor - . In sum, said apparen~ 
that it was his understanding that Tom Paprocki had spoken to a ... 
111111111111 and further claimed that Tom allegedly told this 
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person that - and are the persons prevM.iintin John 
Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish. Tom informed that 
he had not spoken to that person about this situation. 
1111 then said that he is upset with how the entire process has 
been handled by the Review Board; he contended John Calicott has 
been treated unjustly and then he said "I retract everything." He 
also wanted to know how his name ever became involved in this 
matter in the first place. Tom Paprocki then reminded/recounted to 

how had named him as~son who could verify 
's allegation and mentioned that ....... too, was a sexual 

misconduct victim by John Calicott and how Steve Sidlowski then 
contacted -- who then did corroborate - s allegation and 
further s~as had suggested, that John Calicott had 
~exual misconduct with as a minor as well . 
......_ apparently then responded "Yes, but I never thought 
it'd develop into this whole thing, so I want to retract it" (these 
quotes are paraphrased) . Tom Paprocki then explained to 1111111 

that if that is what he means, by the word "retract," then 
would now be saying in effect that the 1) 

corroboration of 's allegation and 2) _., s own 
sexual abuse by John Calicott, would then have to be considered not 
true and that it did not ever happen. At this point 
then responded to Tom to the effect that "Well then, I have no 
comment" and then stated that in any event he would want no 
involvement with this case any further. He then re-iterated how 
the whole process is unjust in his opinion and how he would like 
his name left out of this situation. Tom Paprocki apparently told 

he would bring his concerns to the Board and would get 
back to him in some way. The Board then deliberated over this 
situation and suggested that Fr. Paprocki inform that 
there are issues separate from his own feelings about the matter as 
to why Rev. Calicott has remained withdrawn from a parish 
assignment among other advice provided to Tom Paprocki. 
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- It was noted that most Board Members had suggested that March 
18, 1995 would be a good meeting date when Office Administrative 
Assistant Rita Mongan had inquired of Board Members if it was a 
good meeting date for March; the Administrator asked if the April, 
1995 meetin could perhaps be April 29, 1995 

- it was agreed that A.A. Rita would 
contact Board Members to see if a firm majority could make that 
date for another Board meeting {later it was determined that a 
clear majority of the Board can make April 29, 1995 for the April 
Board meeting so it is now set). 

Respectfully 
Submitted By 
Steve Sidlowski
Adrninistrator 

The Review Board unanimously approved these minutes on 3-18-
95. 
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March 3, 1995 

Dear Sister Sara, 

I realize that you do not expect an answer to your 
February 15 letter. However, as I read of your own continuing 
anxiety about Father John Calicott and about our efforts to 
implement professional procedures, I knew I must write one more 
time. 

Sister Sara, I realize that our process may seem 
deliberate, and even trying to those involved. Nonetheless, it is 
a careful, well conceived plan. Please try to be patient and 
trusting. Prayer is the one answer to all this sadness and 
struggle. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sister Sara Hale 
615 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago IL 60653 

pc: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
JLB:SMB\br 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

C:\WPDOCS\SARABALE.JLB 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 54:~ 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 3/8/95 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 

I received a call today from a 
has just died. is a member of Holy Angels 

whose husband 
Church. She 

asked if Fr. John could say some words at llllllllllll's funeral, 
which will~ake lace on Monday, March 13, at the Unitarian 
Church in . I told her I would call her back. Her 
phone number is at home and for her cellular 
phone. 

I then called Mr. Sidlowski who was not in and I left a message. 
I called Bernadette Connolly who is the monitor for John 
Calicott. She agreed with me that she did not see any problem 
with this appearance on Monday at the Unitarian Church. I told 
her I would call back to let her know. I then 
called but got her answering tape. I left a message 
on the answering tape at ••••I 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File PFR-13 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

March 9, 1995 

Recent John Calicott Requests and Outcome 

=================================================================== 
Our Residential Director Bernadette Connolly called me on 3-7-95 
and stated that John Calicott had called her earlier in the day 
making two requests, one a specific exception to his Protocol 
regarding Holy Angels Parish. John's first request was that he 
attend a reception this coming Friday night at Holy Angels Parish ~ 
with soon-to-become Bishop George Murry who is being assigned to 
that Vicariate for the South Side of Chicago, etc. Secondly, John 
wanted to attend the Women's Guild social gathering taking place 
for Holy Name of Mary Parishioners {a parish John was at before and 
now voicing substantial support for his return to Holy Angels) at 
Beverly Woods Country Club on Saturday night. {Bernadette had also 
noted yesterday that this past Saturday night, John called her and 
requested to spend the night in Holy Angels rectory in that the 
person staying there could not be present - Bernadette declined the 
request in line with the Board's recent decision that it could not 
be allowed) . 

Bernadette noted to me that she had also contacted another 
Archdiocesan official who knows our Protocol system for that 
person's input and was awaiting a return call. 

Bernadette added that John wants to sleep overnight on Friday and 
Saturday at his sister's home assuming that he would be attending 
the two events just-described on the South Side of the city. 

I noted to Bernadette that my initial inclination was that for John 
to attend these events, particularly the Holy Angels affair moreso 
than the Saturday gathering, and at this point in the middle of his 
Second Stage Review having been initiated, would not seem a good 
idea. However, I noted that I would think about it, contact Tom 
Paprocki and get back to her. She noted that John said he would be 
calling within the hour seeking a response to his request. 

I then called Rev. Tom Paprocki on 3-8-95 as the Cardinal's 
Delegate and Chancellor. Tom and I discussed the situation 
thoroughly and Tom noted that at this point in the proceeding that 
we should decline to have John attend such functions. If John 
became upset and wanted a re-consideration of some sort, we agreed 
that he should call Tom about it directly. However, until the 
Second Stage Review is resolved - whichever way it goes - Tom and 
I discussed how John should be informed by Bernadette that in 
general he should now be avoiding such public appearances and that, 
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technically, going to Holy Angels Parish is not allowed under his 
Protocol nor to represent himself as a priest so long as he remains 
out of ministry with access to minors. 

Before I spoke to Tom, I'd also called Board Chair 
another issue and brought this matter up as well and 
that the Holy Angels request by John at this time was ill-advised, 
should not be approved and that requests for serious exceptions to 
his Protocol should perhaps go before the Board in general. 

Considering the above and then also learning that the other 
Archdiocesan administrative person who Bernadette had consulted 
with (who requested that his name not be referred to as a part of 
this decision) agreed that the Review Board's and Cardinal's 
decision was that John should not be returning to Holy Angels ~ 
Parish while on administrative leave, (although this person did 
feel that John should be able to attend the Saturday night 
function, and Tom Paprocki and I felt we could live with that if 
Bernadette had already approved that particular function, though it 
was not our preference) . I then called Bernadette Connolly to 
inform her that John Calicott should be contacted and informed that 
he should not attend the two upcoming events on Friday and 
Saturday. Bernadette first informed me that since the time she had 
last spoken to me that Rev. Pat O'Malley had called her and noted 
that a had now contacted Pat and asked if John could 
attend a Prayer gathering of some sort at a South Side Unitarian 
Church this upcoming Monday evening and lead a prayer or prayers 
within that church community apparently as well. Bernadette and I 
concurred that technically such a decision in John's Protocol was 
the Vicar for Priest's decision and Bernadette noted that Pat 
0' Malley felt it probably would be okay, although I noted to 
Bernadette that now having spoken to Tom P. I did not feel it would 
be advisable and that I would attempt to contact Pat O'Malley (he 
had called me and left a message) to let him know my opinion and 
that he might want to contact Tom Paprocki about it if there was 
lingering doubt. 

In any event, Bernadette said she would immediately contact John 
Calicott and let him know about not attending the Holy Angels and 
Holy Name of Mary events. A few minutes later Bernadette called 
and informed Rita that she had spoken to John Calicott who was 
extremely upset and said he would be calling Tom Paprocki 
immediately. Tom and I spoke later in the day and Tom informed me 
that John was very upset and had called to complain about the 
decision. Tom explained to John that it would be best for him to 
keep a low profile in that the Second Stage Review outcome is 
pending and the matter remains unresolved. John apparently stated 
that he was still upset about the situation but would go along with 
it. Tom further noted to John Calicott that he met with four Holy 
Angels parishioners that very day to discuss the status of the 
situation (perhaps Tom might want to speak to this issue further in 
terms of the meeting's content at the Board meeting of 3-18-95 
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should he so desire) . 

Tom and I also discussed how Pat O'Malley had called him about the 
request regarding the Unitarian Church gathering and that Pat 
O'Malley intended to call John Calicott about that request in the 
evening (although as of the time of this dictation I am not sure 
whether Pat approved John attending that service/gathering or not) . 

... 
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Review Board Committee Meeting With Rev. John Calicott: 3-15-95 
- Also Present: Rev. Calicott's attorney Patrick Reardon; Vicar 

for Priests Rev. Pat O'Malley; Steve Sidlowski, PFRA; Board Members 
and 

Board Member was unable to make the meeting today due to 
illness. I explained that reality to John Calicott and his 
attorney before the meeting began. .As such, then 
(graciously) chaired the meeting and delivered opening remarks. 

John Calicott first wanted to convey his full thanks to the Review 
Board for allowing him to meet with it. 

John then made several statements regarding the situation. First, 
he referred to the allegations and what John felt seemed to be a 
sense of the Board to perhaps be under the impression that he is • 
still in denial in some wa about the alle ations. John said that 

he has to 
own up to it (the sexual abuse) "the way I remember it. 11 He added 
11 I'm not denying what said, but that people do remember 
things differently." He continued that the situation remains a 
11 delicate 11 issue. John has felt 11 hurt ... the hurt never goes away. 11 

He added that "I have dealt with" the abuse reality and that he 
even did everything he could at the time to "remedy" the situation. 

Regarding the sexual abuse of his victims as minors, John said that 
he felt it was "wrong, immoral" and that when he was confronted 
with the allegations last April that he chose 

to deal with the situation 

it with the same good faith. 

Regarding the Board's reference to John's written reference of 
having been in contact with , John Calicott contends 
that is the person who initiates the contact with 
John. said he told not to call him but 

anyway. John admitted that he did call 
, but it was onl 

In response to a question from , John responded that 
For does not call him frequently - "it's like up 'n down." 

example, John said he might receive two or three calls from 111111 
11111111 but then he will not hear from him for a few weeks and 
'iiere'C"eives a couple of calls again. 

In any event, John Calicott said that he has told 
their relationship should be "on a professional basis" 

then 

that 
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then asked if in John's view also needs 
help. He responded "I have adamantly and will continue to" refuse 
to say things which John feels might be "harmful 11 to 
However, John said he does think needs "psychological help." 

At this point, attorney Reardon interjected that has 
called him also more than once and will "talk endlessly." Toward 
the end of most conversations, Mr. Reardon noted that 
would want to call John Calicott dir~ although Mr. Reardon 
advised against it. It turns out that ...... went ahead and called 
John anyway. Mr. Reardon continued "I would concur that is 
being a little bit obsessive at this time and needs help." 

John Calicott continued that in his view 
recommendations which he feels he should follow -

John next stated that he wants to make some comments about "my 
people." John said he has learned that apparently someone (not 
named) came out and seemed to infer that they had little "care for 
victims" which has apparently generated some discontent among some 
parishioners from what John has heard. He did not elaborate 
significantly. 

In sum, John said that what "I wish is to return to my parish." He 
feels he has "done everything" to cooperate with the process and 
has cooperated "as best as I could." 

Lastly, he said that has won John's admiration 
and respect and he intends to follow - recommendations. 
Moreover, John said he hopes the Review Board will recommend his 
return to Holy Angels Parish as pastor to Cardinal Bernardin. 

At this point in the meeting, some "give and take" began including 
some substantive questions from Board Members (and a couple of 
clarifying questions fro~lf - Steve S.). 
asked about reference to .... having perhaps actually lived in the 
rectory at St. Ailbe's Parish at the time of John's sexual 
misconduct with John responded that never "lived in 
the rectory." John took this opportunity to note as well that 
along with this he does not agree with some of the things in the 
report regarding 's allegation. He clarified that 

continued to hang "around" the parish alot along with other 
male teenagers at the time. 
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and that the abuse may have lasted about two years. John 
responded "that's one of the things of disagreement" which John was 
referring to regarding 's allegation. However, regarding 
specifics, John continued that there are "things within that that 
I feel I cannot say 11 regarding 's actual sexual abuse 
apparently. 

Pat Reardon then interjected that it was his understanding that the 
reference by of two years was too long by 11 more than 
double" the time period and that rather John's sexual abuse of 
•••lasted more around "several months." Regarding the number of 
occasions of sexual abuse of 1111, Mr. Reardon stated that his 
client would contend that the number is 11 less than twenty" (but no 
reference to a closer actual number of times was further • 
volunteered by Mr. Reardon). 

John Calicott then himself stated that there was a "beginning part 11 

to the sexual abuse of followed by "a long gap" and then a 
art" to the sexual involvement. 

John Calicott confirmed that was around 12 years old 
when the sexual abuse of him began. In reference to a question 
about how the sexual abuse began in terms of details of when and 
where, John said that - s description was "partially" accurate. 

In any event, John Calicott re-iterated that regarding the details 
of his version of what happened sexually with ...... 11 I have gone 
through with" and "totalf'Y'"""'90ne through it 
with other people who at this point were un-named by John. He 
referred to "third party persons" which John is "unwilling to 
involve" and that it could have an impact on if he went on 
further about that end of it so he has declined to elaborate. 

Nevertheless, John admitted 11 there is no way I can say the 
initiation of it was his ( 's) fault." John said that he feels 
he must 11 own 11 up to the whole thing and he acknowledged "I was the 

- one who started this process. 11 

Pat O'Malley then interjected on John's behalf as to whether it 
wasn't so that John had actuall 

John added that 
recollection of the time frame of his sexual misconduct of 
victims was closer to" '74 to '76. 11 An a , John said he 
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John continued how in reference to his 
- that as such in John's view 11 there's never been an 
unwillingness to deal with the issue" by him. 

Pat O'Malley then again interjected that in his knowledge of all of 
the cases he has dealt with, there have only been "maybe two" .. 
priests who actually sought help on their own. 

then asked John Calicott about 's reference 
how to John had been nonetheless confronted once again about one 
year before the formal allegation was made against him, to the 
effect that felt John should have sought at 
that time, in approximately March of 1993. John responded that in 
his view there was a 11 communication 11 issue between 11 this other 
person 11 and John on this point. John's recollection was that ••• 
did admittedly approach him around that time to say that he wanted 
John to make sure that there were (or would 
be?) 

John said 
then asked John about it again in March of 1994 and John explained 
that their friend did not get back to him about it. 
apparently became upset and uttered words to the effect of 11 I'm not 
a happy camper" about John still not having 
and as everyone knows, s formal allegation followed shortly 
thereafter. 

then made reference to the 
reference that John Calicott somehow views his own sexual abuse of 
minors' situation as "different" somehow and inquired if he would 
elaborate upon why he may hold that view. 
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Overall, John said that he did find 
alot of "anger" however. 

John then delved into his feeling as to 
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that he does have 

and now looking back at his 
sexual abuse of minors that 11 I think I know why it happened. 11 

However, John did not clarify or expound further on this point (and 
he was not asked to) . 

then asked John how he believes the Holy Angels 
parishioners feel about this situation. Attorney Reardon then 
spoke-up and said he felt he would like to address this/speak to 
this issue. Mr. Reardon referred to last year's Mother's Day Mass 
(in which Cardinal Bernardin granted John a special exception to 
his Protocol to say that one particular Mass early-on before he 

I ) and that in that Mass John 
Calicott said "in general terms" that he "was not denying that 
something wrong happened over eighteen years ago, 11 although 
admittedly John did not go into any specifics or details about his 
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sexual abuse of the boys. Mr. Reardon pointed out that 
11111111111111 was present at that Mass. Mr. Reardon noted that in his 
conversations with .... that .... has said he feels wronged by 
the Archdiocese and in Mr. Reardon's view perhaps felt he had 
to justify his behavior to himself and to Holy Angels parishioners 
by speaking publicly about the matter and pointing to himself as an 
accuser of John Calicott. Mr. Reardon freely talked about how he 
met with at least 50 parishioners at Holy Angels Parish and 
thoroughly discussed the matter. In his opinion, the attitude 
among Holy Angels parishioners is that generally 11 if something 
happened 18 years ago (i.e. referring to John having sexually 
abused minors apparently) that's in the past" and that they "know 
our pastor" at this time "and they want him back." Mr. Reardon 
said that the parishioners have felt from early-on that even if 
John Calicott did sexually abuse minors that Mr. Reardon believes ~ 
they feel "we don't care." 

It was noted to Mr. Reardon that the Petitions the Review Board has 
been receiving, from parishioners and people in the community, 
however, explicitly propound that the allegations against John ~t:t.r< 
utterly "false" as well as "scurrilous and totally without 
substance." The Administrator then showed Mr. Reardon a copy of 
such a Petition and it was also noted how the Board having received 
all of these Petitions supporting John has been brought to Rev. 
Calicott' s attention. Mr. Reardon did read the paragraph preceding 
all of the signatures. 

John Calicott then interjected that regarding the parishioners at 
Holy Angels, "I think they don't have a frame of reference." John 
said that he has worked with "hundreds and thousands" of children 
in general. John feels that as such, to not have been allowed back 
with the parishioners since he has been withdrawn has been 
detrimental. John said that he has told the people just to write 
the Archdiocese and not to picket although many want still to 
publicly demonstrate against the Archdiocese. 

Regarding his involvement at the Mother's Day Mass in 1994 at Holy 
Angels and what the Board has heard was not a strong, clear 
reference that he had in fact sexually abused more than one minor, 
John remarked that he told the people "what I felt I could." John 
then responded that in his view if the Review Board, Cardinal, etc. 
suggested that he should stand up before Holy Angels Parishioners 
or in some other form and publicly admit in greater detail that he 
did sexually abuse children by giving more details about it, John 
said that if that was to happen he is concerned that the people in 
his community would say that the Archdiocese forced him to state 
that he sexually abused minors and as such the people would 
probably not believe any such statements made by John as a result -
thus John seemed to infer it may not be a constructive thing 
overall. (More on this subject later). 

Yet at this point in the meeting, John Calicott did admit that he 
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has told other priests in the Archdiocese and Cardinal Bernardin 
that "there is substance" to the details of the allegations of 
sexual misconduct involving minors against him. 

John was asked how he would approach work in the parish if the 
possibility arose that he went back or was allowed to go back at 
some time. John responded 11 I think I would carry on with my 
ministry." John quickly added that his parish membership is 
"anxious and I know I am anxious" to return but that overall in 
general John said he would "just go on" with his ministry there as 
before. 

John additionally noted he is also "very anxious" of the need for 
it to be acceptable to his own community and to the (wider) Church ~ 
for the Church to "take a stand of justice" toward John. 

He said of himself, in describing himself, that he sees himself as 
a "faith-filled man" who is "in love with the Church." John stated 
firmly that he feels his reputation speaks for itself in the 
community. 

That having been said, however, John did note that regarding his 
sexual abuse of minors that 11 I made a tragic, terrible, awful 
mistake but even then I did what I could" to rectify the situation 
at the time. He added "I am a priest - a parish priest - I love my 
ministry" and he does not want to see children hurt further and 
claims he "would not hurt" minors in the future. 

But John again contended that 
- been "prudential with children" as a priest. 

Attorney Reardon added at this point that there are indeed two 
victims of sexual misconduct as minors by John Calicott. 

had asked about that reality and Mr. Reardon confirmed it. 
He noted that he had actuallf sroken with the other victim, who he 
confirmed by name was , although Mr. Reardon's version 
of what stated was that there were "two encounters over two 
weeks" which mutually stopped between John and-, and that the 
time-frame of John's sexual abuse of ..... was contemporaneous 
with 's time period of having been sexually abused by 
John Calicott as well. 
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John was asked if the Archdiocese might become surprised at some 
time about any further victims or allegations of sexual misconduct 
by him. John said that "You will not" be so surprised. He 
continued that "there is nothing else out there - period" and that 
he "wouldn't be alive if there were" in the sense that John has 
experienced too much "pain" over the situation as it was. 

It was pointed out by to John how Cardinal 
Bernardin has publicly stated, however, that if it is determined 
that an Archdiocesan priest did indeed admit to having sexually 
abused a minor or if it is so determined, that Cardinal Bernardin 
will not then ever return such a priest to parish ministry nor a 
ministry with access to minors. 

Pat Reardon then responded that in that it is not clearly stated 
within the policy about what the Cardinal said and that since the 
Second Stage Review seems to give the Board latitude about such 
matters, that in John Calicott's case the situation should be given 
"a full, good-faith review" which is not based upon a prejudged 
presumption. 

Steve Sidlowski assured Mr. Reardon that the Review Board has taken 
this matter very seriously and in good-faith throughout and will 
continue to do that as part of the Second Stage Review, although 
ultimately the matter remains Cardinal Bernardin' s decision of 
course. 

Mr. Reardon continued that in the various cases in which he has 
been hired to defend/advocate Archdiocesan priests against whom 
allegations of sexual misconduct with minors have been made that he 
has not ever seen and that as 
such John should e viewed di erently and that the Board should 
see it as how in people's lives things can just "go wrong" but that 
they should be allowed to carry on despite that reality. 

Mr. Reardon continued to contend that "John's gone through every 
possible step he could" to deal with this situation and Mr. Reardon 
feels it would be the good and right thing to do for the 
Archdiocese to return him to complete parish ministry as pastor to 
Holy Angels Parish. 

John then added that in his defense "I'm well-known in the African
American community - they know me." And as such, John feels his 
reputation speaks for itself in the community and should help to 
restore him to being a Pastor again now. 

Steve Sidlowski inquired of Rev. Calicott as to whether - only as 
a possibility should it be suggested at some point perhaps - he 
could ever actually more clearly admit to his parish community 
publicly and perhaps in greater detail how in fact he had engaged 
in sexual misconduct with minors if it was requested of him. 
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Mr. Reardon then jumped-in and said that he and John have talked 
about this possibility and prefer not to talk about it at this time 
in that it has not been recommended formally. However, in that I 
had brought the possibility up, Mr. Reardon said that he "would 
suggest we'd be open to some kind of discussion of how that could 
be done. We' re not sure it would" help in the whole matter he 
asserted but "we're not opposed to it" as a "never" possibility. 
Mr. Reardon continued that Rev. Calicott has technically referred 
to the sexual abuse "in a sense" when he spoke to the community on 
Mother's Day of 1994 but in any event if this was decided at some 
point that it should be done Mr. Reardon and Rev. Calicott would 
"want to sit down further" to see exactly what would be requested 
that John say in terms of the wording in that the wording would 
have to be done very carefully. Mr. Reardon even referred to that • 
it would perhaps be a better thing just to have it put in the 
Church bulletin somewhere instead. 

John Calicott again re-iterated that he has "tried to cooperate 
with the Board" in terms of the Archdiocesan policies and 
procedures and what has been requested of him. He again thanked 
the Review Board for "taking time to listen and hear" him out. 

At this point, thanked Rev. Calicott for coming to 
the meeting and asked if Rev. Calicott felt better and was 
satisfied about having had this opportunity to address the Board 
Committee. Rev. Calicott again acknowledged that he did feel 
satisfied. He was then informed that he would be notified about 
the outcome of the Second Stage Review when it is completed which 
could very well occur this coming Saturday in the Board's March 18, 
1995 meeting. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 
From: Rev. Andrew McDonagh 
Date: 3/16/95 
Re: John Calicott 

John Calicott stopped at the Retreat Dining Room at breakfast. 
As the retreatants left the table, John got into a conversation 
about what's happening. It was a haphazard conversation about 
John's feelings and experiences so far since the folks came 
forward with their accusations. It was a very disconnected 
dialog. Topics mentioned 

John appreciated 
who made the above statements to him. also possibly 
indicated there is no reason why John shouldn't be back in the 
parish. 

John really likes Pat Reardon and thinks he understands the case, 
as well as any Euro-American could understand Afro-Americans. 
Calicott indicated that feels that the case is being 
handled appropriately. Calicott then started getting into what 
really happened with the two young men some 20 years ago. 

John says this is the first time he has talked to a Chicago 
priest who seems to respect him. John feels he needed a priest 
all along whom he could confide in and be his advocate. We 
talked about the advocacy idea of Vicar for Priests. John feels 
Pat has a tou h 'ob but he has been a r about that. John sa s 

John felt that the meeting with and 
went pretty well. John is really worried about what the 

Board is going to say this coming Saturday. He says if he has to 
be under house arrest why can't it be at Holy Angels. John 
appreciated the Cardinal being present for evaluation. He can't 
understand why the Cardinal can't leave him in the parish. He 
said he really feels good about his conversation with me and 
would like to have me as his priest advocate. He took my 
telephone number. Most of all he resents the protocol, 
especially in the light of what told him. 

I was not too comfortable about the meetin9 because it had not 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

been formally arranged. I wasn't that familiar with the 
essential data of the case. I thought it would have been a 
mistake not to talk to him at that time. If I see him again, I 
would want the parameters to be set up. Can I be his priest 
confidante and advocate, which it seems I am, at least at this 
time. Am I on for making a report to Pat or John? How can this 
be worked out? In a previous case I thought it was understood 
that I would have certain confidences that I would not share with 
pat and John. John said to me at that time that he shares 
everything with Pat and I should be doing the same. 
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Phone Call From 111111111111111 Re:·views on Second Stage Review of 
John Calicott 3-18-95: 3-17-95 

- "I don't know if he should go back or not but IF the Board is 
even about it (although said she can understand if the Board 
does not choose to seriously consider that option) , we should 
consider." 

I think 1) he must at least acknowledge to Holy Angels 
parishioners what abuse he in fact caused and that he chose to go 
to /withdrawal himself so that they could make a knowing 
decision as to whether they even would still want him back or not. 

- 2) It would need to be done some way that people would not have 
to be seen by him as they express their personal viewpoints about 
John. 

"He has to tell the truth" as an~ pre-condition to even any 
consideration of returning to the parish at some point, if ever, 
and if John Calicott could even DO that is questionable. 

- The key issue - not if he claims he's attracted to women but 
rather if children are still at risk - and if so, the Board must 
base its decisions on that primarily. 
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Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE ~~ 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 3/17 /95 
Re: John Calicott 

John Calicott met with several members of the PFR Board on 
3/15/95 for about an hour and a half. Present at the meeting 
were John's attorney, Patrick Reardon, and myself. John 
presented his point of view and answered questions that were put 
forward by the two PFR Board members, and 

Mr. Sidlowski kept minutes. The meeting 
seemed to go well. John's supplementary hearing before the PFR 
Board is taking place on 3/18/95. 

The Committee of the PFRBD has also met with the young man who 
brought the original allegations against John. 
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Phone Call to Inform Rev. John Calicott of the Outcome of Review 
Board's Second Stage Review Discussion Today: 3~18-95 

Pursuant to the understanding I had with Rev. Calicott in that he 
had requested that I contact him following the Review Board m~eting 
to inform him of the Board's current determinations and 
recommendations as part of his Second Stage Review, I did so. I 
called him very late in the afternoon as he had requested. I 
clearly explained to him the Board's determinations and 
recommendations at this point in terms of the Board's sense that he 
should not return to ministry at Holy Angels Parish at this time 
and should 

I explained how the Board was also recommending to Cardinal 
Bernardin that he should remain open to the possibility that John 
may perhaps return to Holy Angels or parish ministry at some time 
in the future. I also stressed to John that the Board's 
determinations and recommendations to the effect that his 
withdrawal should continue at this time are only advisory to the 
Cardinal and that, of course, the decision rests with Cardinal 
Bernardin. 

John Calicott was immediately enraged and incensed by the situation 
with the Board's determinations and recommendations at this time. 
His first reaction was to state "What? What?" He said he doesn't 
"believe" it? He proceeded to state angrily "I ain't gonna do no 
protocol - fuck it, okay? I'm through with it man - I mean it -
the shit is gonna hit the fan. 11 He continued in threatening terms 
to the effect of "Wait 'til the media hear about this?" He talked 
about how "these people are ready to go" and publicly protest 
against the Archdiocese about his situation. 

Specifically, when I had explained to John the Board's 
recommendation that he 11111111111111111111111111111111111 

, he yelled "Fuck that 
He then asked what the reason 

expanded upon that statement and claimed that 
he is "not a risk" to minors. I did 
not exactly what -The conversation then shifted to what John will do next. I 
acknowledged that I knew he was very upset about this situation and 
I could understand it if I were him but that it had been "a long 
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day" and that I did not enjoy having to make such communications. 
In response. to one of his questions about meeting with the 
Cardinal, I suggested to John that I had spoken about this issue 
with Rev. Tom Paprocki following the Board meeting earlier and that 
if John wanted to arrange a meeting with the Cardinal he would need 
to contact Tom Paprocki. John again became incensed and said he 
refused to speak with Tom Paprocki or set-up the meeting with him. 
He insisted "I want to talk to Bernardin!" 

John Calicott continued about his situation that "I'm tired of it" 
and said that the Board is not giving him any reasons as to why he 
remains a risk to minors. (We attempted to discuss some of the 
basic reasons but not at length) . 

John next re-iterated. "All I'm gonna tell you is it's gonna blow -
these people are ready - when these people hear about this they are 
gonna really let" the Archdiocese have it, he insisted. 

John Calicott next asked "Have you heard of George Stallings?" I 
acknowledged that I had. He continued how people are leaving the 
Church over his situation and then he laughed. 

John Calicott next interjected the statement "I will rot before I 
kiss their white asses - I tried to cooperate" and this is how he 
is treated he insisted. 

Again referring to his individual protocol, Rev. Calicott stated "I 
am not gonna keep that protocol. They can forget it!" He then 
added "I told Bernardin he can do whatever he wants to do - if he 
wants to excommunicate me, he can!" John then made it seem to 
sound as if the Archdiocese and Review Board is discriminating 
against him because John noted how he is a black man and continued 
how in his view that just because he is a strong "black man," he is 
speaking his mind as such and that the Archdiocese's approach 
toward him is how the "white Church" takes it out on African
American adult males. 

John stated "When I sit down with Bernardin, then he is gonna have 
to decide what he wants to do." 

I again tried to allay John and told him that I know he feels badly 
about this matter and that I can understand why he would feel that 
way. John quickly responded "Ya' 11 gonna feel worse 'cuz I'm 
tellin' ya now - it's coming!" (inferring a public demonstration 
and perhaps attempt to involve media somehow apparently in his 
situation) . 

John finished his remarks by stating "But I'm tellin' ya'll now -
my time will come - my time will come" he exclaimed. John then 
quickly said "Bye" and then hung-up the phone as I attempted to say 
goodbye to him. 
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Calls/Events Which Transpired Subsequent to Above Conversation With 
John Calicott in Evening of Saturday March 18, 1995: 

Following John Calicott's verbal rage and tirade in response to 
learning about the Review Board's determinations. and 
recommendations in his situation, I resolved to contact Rev. Tom 
Paprocki about it in case there was any fallout. I attempted to 
get a hold of Tom at his home #. Tom was not there so I left a 
detailed message for him explaining many of the actual quotes John 
had delivered to ensure Tom understood the seriousness of John's 
anger. 

I then called Residential Director Bernadette Connolly to inform 
her that John had stated he now has no intention of following his 
protocol so that she could take appropriate action if need be and 
to notify the weekend monitors at Mundelein. Bernadette was not at 
home so I left a detailed message on her home phone recorder. I. 
next received a phone call from Bernadette at about 10:25 p.m. 
Saturday evening - by this time I was home. Bernadette informed me 
that she had just spoken with John Calicott who informed her that 
not only was he never going to follow his individual protocol again 
and would "never" be returning to Mundelein again to reside there, 
but that in addition he was calling her from Holy Angels Parish 
rectory where John proclaimed he would be spending the night and 
staying from there on out apparently. Bernadette and I agreed that 
this was an extremely serious development and that Vicar for 
Priests Pat O'Malley should be immediately contacted although it 
was very late in the evening to see if somehow he or even a higher 
authority might be able to get through to John to talk some sense 
to him and persuade him to return to his residence at Monsignor 
Koenig Hall in Mundelein indeed. 

After a call to Pat O'Malley (who Bernadette had also called) and 
after Pat had called and spoken with Cardinal Bernardin, John 
decided to return to the residence in Mundelein. Bernadette C. 
also called John back he was crying quite a bit about the 
situation - as such, Bernadette suggested he 

Bernadette then also checked with J. 
Calicott throughout the following (Sun)day to make sure he was 
doing alright/better. 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

March 18, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Steve Sidlowski 

* The Review Board formally approved the Minutes for its February 
18, 1995 meeting. 

Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

1. Pursuant to Article 4 .11 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry, the Board continued the Second Stage 
Review. 

2. The Board considered reports in the matter, including the 
.. 1111111111111111 .. llllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllil and discussed 
his recent meeting with a committee of the Board. 

3. The Board determined that it is not reasonable to return 
J.C. to ministry at this time. The Board further determined to 
continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt of additional 
information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, including the possibility of return to 
parish ministry at Holy Angels Parish. 

Recommendations to the Archbishop: 

protocol should remain in effect. 
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Miscellaneous Information: 

* The Board recommended that in the letter to , 
a paragraph be put in stating that the Board received all materials 
from committee meeting and a response from the Board is "under 
consideration. 11 NOTE: Fr. Tom Paprocki subsequent to Board 
meeting, informed S.S. not to do this and that everything/all 
communications to and J.C. must wait until the 
Cardinal makes his decision on what to do . 

* The Board confirmed that its next meeting would be April 
29th and that the May, June and July meetings would likely be the 
third Saturday of the month. 

Respectfully 
Submitted By 
Rita Mongan 
Administrative Asst. 
(From notes of Steve S.) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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SUMMARY FOR 2ND STAGE REVIEW 

REVIEW DATE: 1-21-95 - (initiated); 3-18-95 - (completed). 

1. NAME: Rev. John W. Calicott AGE/D.O.B.: --

2. ORDAINED: 1974 

3. PRESENT ASSIGNMENT OR RESIDENCE: 

Holy Angels Parish-Chgo. Since: Pastor 10-27-91 

Holy Name of Mary-Chgo. From: 6-80 To: 10-91 

Saint Ailbe-Chgo. 5-74 6-80 

(Listing for "Deanery #10, Vicariate VI-Dean appointed 4-1-84) 

4. ALLEGATIONS/INFORMATION: 

Date of Offense Sex/Age of Child 

16 to 18 years ago M/12 to 14 

17 to 18 years ago M/14 approx. 

Date of any attempts possibly Male/ 
unknown apparently teenager 

Credibility 
Yes No 

_x_ 

__ x_ 

5. GENERAL NATURE OF ALLEGED OFFENSE(S): Oral sex-mutual 
administration and kissing to teenage boys in private 
rectory quarters over perhaps 2 years; over perhaps 20 occasions 
to one boy.at least a "few" occasions to a 2nd teenage boy; 
unsuccessful attempt alleged/suggested against 3rd teenage boy. 

6. OTHER PROBLEMS DURING MINISTRY: No sexual misconduct with minor 
allegations before these. per Vicar Rev. Pat O'Malley. 

7. 

8. 

.. 
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Office of the Chancellor 

ARCHDOCTS' CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Confidential 
(312) 751-8220 

Fax (312) 751-5381 

Memorandum 
To: Cardinal Bernardin 

cc: Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Members of the Professional Conduct Advisory Committee 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 1'1\ 
Professional Fitness Review Board 

Date: March 20, 1995 

Subject: Reverend John Calicott, Pastor, Holy Angels Parish 

The Professional Fitness Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review in 
the matter of Father John Calicott on Saturday, March 18, 1995. The fact that 
the discussion lasted for over three hours is indicative that there was not an 
easy and readily apparent resolution of the questions before the Board. 

Here is a representative sample of some of the Board members' statements: 

• "John could go back if he 'comes clean' with parishioners. 
support this." 

I would 

• "I am uncertain. I am concerned about the pressure being put on us to 
allow him to return. I am also concerned about the negative impact his return 
would have on the other priests who have been withdrawn from ministry. I am 
'open' to having him go back, though, if he goes public with the facts and if he 
would be under strict supervision." 

• "I don't believe Fr. Calicott is different from the other priests we 
have dealt with who have this problem. The experts have said this is an 
incurable problem. 

I am concerned, too, about fairness to other priests who have 
been withdrawn from ministry. I am also not sure that other minors would not be 
at risk." 

• "I am very conflicted about this. I resent the manipulation and 
pressure being put on us by Fr. Calicott and the parishioners of Holy Angels. 
I resent the implication of that we don't know what we're 
doing. If Fr. Calicott is allowed to go back, there should be an open confession 
before the congregation. I am concerned that the parish is in a state of denial 
about this. Even if we told them the facts, they probably wouldn't believe it. 

AOC 010325 



CONFIDENTIAL Memo regarding Fr. John Calicott 
March 20, 1995 - Page 2 

I could support his return only if he 'comes clean' and if there are very strict 
restrictions. " 

• "He should 'come clean' with parishioners, but without any guarantee 
that he would return to the parish if he does this. He should do it to set the 
record straight and because it would be the right thing to do, not simply a 
condition for his return. The situation would have to be reviewed after the 
meetings with parishioners take place and after 
Then a decision could be made about whether he should be returned." 

• "I feel the same [as the previous speaker]. But I'm still uncertain." 

• "I don't think we should reject 
least ettin a better understandin 

with it only on paper." 

• "I am reluctant to have him back [at Holy Angels]. I would not support 
having him back at this time. lllllllllllllllllldid not convince me that John 
is not an unacceptable risk. I am not sure that public statements would be 
fruitful. This should be explored further to examine the pros and cons." 

• "I am hesitant. If he goes back at all, John must 'come clean' with the 
parishioners." 

public airing of the 
facts in 

CONCLUSION: Due to the many differences of op1n1on, it was difficult to 
come to a clear and definitive consensus on all aspects of this case. There was 
CONSENSUS however, that Fr. Calicott should not be allowed to return to ministry 
at this time; there is some openness for his return to some kind of ministry in 
the future. This would not exclude the possibility of Holy Angels Parish with 
monitoring and strict supervision, and following a public statement of the facts 
in the parish. 
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CONFIDENTIAL Memo regarding Fr. John Calicott· 
March 20, 1995 - Page 3 

Saturday evening after the meeting, Steve Sidlowski called and told me that 
he had phoned John Calicott to tell him of the Board's recommendation, since John 
had insisted on this. Steve said that John was "very, very angry. He was more 
furious by far than I have ever heard him when I explained the Board's 
recommendations." 

Specifically he quoted John as saying, "I ain't gonna do no protocol. 
F--- it, O.K.? The s--- is gonna hit the fan. I'm through with it. I mean it. 
Wait 'til the media hear about this . These people are ready to go." 

Steve said he then explained that the final decision will be the 
Cardinal's. If John wanted, he could arrange to meet with the Cardinal. 

John responded, "It's gonna blow. These people are ready. Have you heard 
of George Stallings? (laughter) People are leaving the Church over this, man. 
I will rot before I kiss their white asses. I am not gonna keep that protocol. 
I tried to cooperate. I kept the protocol. This is what I get. When I sit down 
with the Cardinal, he'll have to make his decision. He can do whatever he wants. 
If Bernardin wants to excommunicate me, he can." 

John concluded by saying, "You are discriminating against me because I am 
a Black man, a strong Black man. This is how the White Church takes it out on 
a Black man. I'm telling you, it's coming. My time will come." Then he hung 
up. 

CONCLUDING THOUGHT: For one thing, we should change our protocol so that 
Steve does not tell the priest or the accuser what the Board's recommendation is 
until after you have heard it and then given some instruction in this regard. 
However, the fact that it happened this way actually gave me greater clarity in 
my mind since John's reaction itself convinces me that he is not ready to go back 
at this time. There are still too many painful and unresolved issues for John, 
not the least of which is his anger, that must be dealt with before he can be 
entrusted with returning to the responsibility of pastoral care for a parish 
community, especially a parish community that has been through much pain and 
turmoil and is itself in need of healing. Thus, I concur with the Board's 
recommendation at this time. I am aware that this will pose real difficulties 
in terms of providing for the pastoral care of this parish in the meantime, 
difficulties that could also have long-lasting negative ramifications. But if 
we allow John to go back now, that might be a politically expedient solution to 
the immediate problem in the short term, but could have disastrous consequences 
in the long run . 
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CONFIDENTIAL Memo regarding Fr. John Calicott 
March 20, 1995 - Page 4 

I suggest the next step is to talk with John about a parish meeting to set 
the record straight about the facts of this matter. This would not guarantee his 
return to the parish, but without such a meeting his return could never happen. 
The parishioners speak of forgiveness and reconciliation, but before that happens 
they have to know honestly what it is they are forgiving. Reconciliation also 
requires some sign of contrition. 
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Phone Call from Bernadette Connelly: 3-20-95 

- The crisis with John C. is okay - he's doing better. He's going 
to give a call hopefully but other than that everything 
is okay. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oticago, Illinois (J()690-l 979 

Office of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 

(312) 751-5205/5206 
1-800 994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Rev. Tom Paprocki 

Mr. Steve Sidlowski, Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator 

March 21, 1995 

Apology to Steve Sidlowski From John Calicott 

=================================================================== 
I received a phone call this afternoon from John Calicott regarding 
our phone discussion Saturday, which John had requested and, 
technically, as Tom and I have discussed, can be viewed as 
consistent/appropriate within the current written policy and which 
has been done in the past {i.e. the Administrator calling an 
accused priest following the Board Review of their matter to 
communicate verbally to them first-hand the Board's recommendations 
to Cardinal Bernardin, if the accused priest so requested such 
information, although other priests at this point did not react 
with such rage as John did) . 

In any event, John called and stated unequivocally to me that "I 
want to apologize ... I'm just sorry man" for how John spoke to me 
this past Saturday evening, he said. John continued that he kept 
playing the "tape" in his head from his conversation with me and 
remembering how I had tried to explain to John that I did not enjoy 
having to make such a communication and how it had been "a long 
day." John continued that he now realizes that by my calling him 
I was honoring our understanding that I would do so following the 
Review Board meeting and that "you were just doing your job." 

I thanked John directly, told him I appreciated that he did call me 
to seek such a reconciliation with me, and again noted how 
Residential Director Bernadette Connolly had suggested to John that 
he might want to call to 
process his feelings and talk about them completely, should he so 
-choose. John again thanked me for making that suggestion and noted 
that he did have 's private beeper number and that he 
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may follow my suggestion. 

John re-acknowledged that he now realizes how angry he became upon 
learning the Board's recommendations but that he did appreciate 
that I contacted him and noted that at this point "I'll just deal 
with it. 11 The conversation ended graciously. 

I just wanted to communicate the above to you, Cardinal Bernardin, 
so that you've been informed that John is apparently now in a 
somewhat better place with this entire matter, appreciated my 
informational call to him, and has clearly come to regret the fury 
of his tone and words to me this past Saturday evening. 

However, Tom Paprocki has communicated to me your desire that I not .• 
formally communicate to John further in writing the Board's 
recommendations in John's matter at this time. Perhaps at a later 
date, a new and different approach (from previous matters) can now 
be taken to formally communicate to John (and other future priest 
subjects) in writing only, both the Review Board's recommendations 
to you and your final decision in John's case and other cases 
perhaps via a single letter, should you so desire. One factor to 
consider , if the Protocol is changed and that approach is taken in 
all future cases, however, as I noted with Tom, is the issue that 
alleged victims or accused priests (under Section 4.6(b)2.) might 
at times accuse or criticize the Archdiocese of circumventing, 
avoiding, or delaying the policy assurance to provide such persons 
with "timely information," as to Board recommendations and your 
actions particularly if several days, or weeks, or even months were 
to pass before an accused priest or victim is informed formally 
about what is happening. 

On a different note, I hope your trip to the Holy Land was 
enjoyable. My wife and I spent our Honeymoon travelling throughout 
the Holy Land as well back in January, 1985. I will always cherish 
the joy and inspiration of that journey. 
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Office of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin, 

(312) 751-5205/5206 
1-800 994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

March 21, 1995 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on March 18, 1995. 
The Board f~lly considered reports in the matter involving Rev. 
John Calicott, including I I 

and discussion as to 
Calicott's recent meeting with a Committee of the Board. Pursuant 
to Article 4.11 of the Review Process For Continuation of Ministry, 
the Board completed a Second Stage Review. 

The Board determined that it is not reasonable to return Rev. 
Calicott to ministry at this time in view of all of the facts and 
circumstances, giving appropriate consideration to the safety of 
children and Rev. Calicott's rights as a priest. 

As a result, the Board recommends that Rev. 
withdrawal from ministry should continue at this time. 
also recommends 

Calicott's 
The Board 

The Board would also not alter Rev. Calicott's current individual 
Protocol. 

However, the Board also suggests that you might keep open the 
possibility for Rev. Calicott to perhaps return to parish ministry, 
which might include Holy Angels parish, at some point in the.future 
(which would follow Rev. Calicott fdr 
at least a reasonable period of time before such a possibility 
would realistically be considered) . Even so, the Board would not 
recommend that Rev. Calicott continue and in 
compliance with his Protocol while holding an unequivocal 
expectation that he will definitely return to parish ministry at 
Holy Angels in time. Rather, that issue would need to be re-
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considered by the Review Board perhaps on a future date. 

The Board will report to you determinations and 
recommendations following any possible Supplementary Reviews of 
this matter in the future. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

SS/rm 

cc: Review Board Members 

Very truly yours, 

Steve Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review 
Board 

be: John O'Malley, Legal Services 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
Rev. Pat O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Rev. Tom Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to Board and 
Chancellor 

Steve Sidlowski, PFRA 

March 21, 1995 

Last Fall's Letter to Holy Angels Parishioners Apparently 
Not Ever Being Printed in Parish Bulletin 

=================================================================== 
I was very distressed, Tom, when you mentioned to me this past 
Saturday at the Board meeting during a break how the four Holy 
Angels' parishioners you met with recently contended that all of 
their letters, petitions, etc. to the Review Board had not been 
acknowledged. As I noted to you, following approval of the 
proposed letter on behalf of the Review Board by , 1111 
1111 and yourself, I contacted each of the three parishes affected 
by the Calicott removal and asked the respective pastors (and Fr. 
Riley as Administrator technically) if it would please be okay to 
have the Board's acknowledgement letter printed in an upcoming 
bulletin. My Office was assured by each parish's respective leader 
that the letter would be printed in each of the three parish 
bulletins. 

Specifically, I spoke by phone with Fr. Dennis Riley at the time 
who assured me that he would indeed see to it that the letter would 
be printed in the Holy Angels Parish bulletin. We agreed that I 
would fax a copy of the letter to Rev. Riley and he would follow-up 
to ensure the letter would appear in the Holy Angels parish 
bulletin, given the critical nature of the Board's request that the 
many parishioners who had written or called us be so acknowledged. 
This Office did indeed fax the letter to Dennis Riley on 11-8-94 -
I have enclosed for you in addition to the copy of the letter I 
provided you this past Saturday, a copy of the actual facsimile 
which went through to Holy Angels in fact. 

I strongly believe, Tom, that the Holy Angels parishioners should 
now or soon be informed, perhaps through the parish bulletin once 
again, that this letter should have been printed in one of the Holy 
Angels parish bulletin last Fall of 1994 but that either Rev. Riley 
and/or parish staff apparently inadvertently failed to see to it 
that the letter was printed, although the Archdiocese was promised 
that it would be so printed. Furthermore, I feel it would only be 
.appropriate that in conjunction with a printing of the letter 
(which I believe should be dated as is - i.e. October, 1994) an 
apology should be made the in the same Holy Angels parish 

.. 
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bulletin (as a lead into the letter) to the Archdiocese and/or 
Review Board and Off ice of Professional Fitness Review that the 
letter was not printed at that time (if it was not) . 

It may be, Tom, that you have already contacted some or all of the 
four parishioners you recently met with to at least assure them of 
the above information, and how the letter was apparently 
inadvertently not published by Holy Angels, which would indeed be 
appropriate. However, upon reflection I feel that the further 
steps which I have outlined, with a more current printing of the 
letter is also advisable and proper. 

Of course, there is also always the possibility that the letter did .• 
appear in one of the Holy Angels parish Bulletins last Autumn and 
the four parishioners with whom you met neither saw/read that 
particular Bulletin nor heard about it (though that possibility 
seems doubtful) . I believed that Dennis and/or Holy Angels 
bulletin persons would follow-through, (as I was assured) , and 
print it. I had not ever heard until now that anyone there 
believed their views had not ever been acknowledged by the Board as 
such, so although I did not ever see a copy of any Bulletin in 
which it may have appeared, I'd taken it on good faith that Holy 
Angels had printed it. It appears now that probably did not ever 
happen. 

If you have any further questions about this situation, of course, 
please feel free to contact me at your convenience. Thanks! 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 3/22/95 
Re: John Calicott 

I spoke to John Calicott today to offer a word of support. He 
seems to have calmed down. He told me that he was very 
discouraged and disappointed when he heard the initial news from 
the PFRBD and reacted to it very strongly. He has been telling 
his people the same thing I told him, namely, that the Cardinal 
has not made his decision yet and this is merely a 
recommendation. Sidlowski told me later that John had apologized 
to him. 

I pointed out to John that there was a long and very complicated 
discussion at the PFR Board meeting and that not everybody was 
totally in agreement with the recommendations as they finally 
came out, although that is the final recommendation. I think he 
understands. He feels cautiously optimistic that the Cardinal 
will work out something and so do I at this point. 
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Phone Call to 800# From 
Work (8:00-4:30) Home -
(Friday work hours 8:00-3:00) 

- Wanted to talk to S.S. regarding John Calicott. 
appreciate a call. 

Phone Call 
(Works at 

"I'm just very disturbed and upset -

3-22-95 

She would 

3-23-95 

1) I thought by now it would be resolved;" there was a 
sense of "anticipation" that John Calicott would be returning real 
soon to Holy Angels, and yet 

2) "He still hasn't been re-instated." 

- She said they'd heard it was first to be resolved last January, 
then in March. 

- "Our pastor mentioned that." i.e. that the 2nd Stage Review and 
eventual outcome is still in process, which is what I had noted to 

- A question she has: "After the Review Board makes a decision is 
that final?" I said "No," and clarified that the Board makes 
recommendations to the Cardinal, not the decision. "Does the 
Cardinal make the ultimate decision?" I explained, "Yes." 

llllllllllllasked that Assistance Ministry please call her back. 

- NOTE: Steve S. on 3-23-95 did call Assistance Ministry and 
asked them to please call as well, (I left her #'s with 
them) after I noted the basic content of my own conversation with 
her. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

Sister Sara Hale 
Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity 
Holy Angels 
615 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Sister Sara: 

March 25, 1995 

I am responding to your letter of March 19, 1995. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

{312) 75H!220 
Fax {312) 751-5381 

I take offense at being addressed with profanity. Your apparent anger does not justify 
resorting to incivility in discourse or abandoning the basic principles of common courtesy 
and Christian charity in dialogue. 

I take exception to your accusation of racism. After the Archdiocese has had to deal 
with an unfortunately significant nwnber of priests removed from ministry because of 
accusations of sexual misconduct with minors, all of them having been being white, Father 
Calicott is the first African-American priest of this Archdiocese withdrawn from his parish 
assigrunent because of a finding of reasonable cause to suspect that he had engaged in sexual 
misconduct with a minor. The statistics simply contradict your assertion and explain while 
facile charges of racism are difficult to take seriously in today's society. This is 
unfortunate because crying "wolf" too often increases the likelihood that genuine attacks of 
racism will be dismissed or ignored when the real thing threatens. 

I take wnbrage at your inference that there is some ulterior motive behind the actions 
of the Review Board and the Archdiocese in this matter. You are correct in pointing out that 
the media would be very interested in this matter, but you are mistaken in asserting that the 
Archdiocese would refuse to comment. Sexual abuse of minors by priests has indeed received 
substantial media attention in recent years and the Archdiocese has responded very openly 
with the public as it has sought to deal with this problem in a responsible manner. 

While your zealous concern for Father Calicott is commendable, I believe that you owe 
Steve, the Review Board and me an apology for your derogatory comments. This is not an easy 
case for any of us as we seek in good faith to do what is best for the entire community and 
for Father Calicott. In the course of doing our jobs, it would be unjust for us to passively 
accept remarks designed to defame our good names and impugn our reputations. I hope that we 
can move beyond these personal attacks and begin to .address the true substance of this case. 

cc: Cardinal Bernardin 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~9-~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Mr. Steve Sidlowski, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
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l'f o 111 : ARC HD 1 OCESE CHGO 312 751 5252 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

Office of Legal Services 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 
Telephone: 1-312-751-5379 

Fax No.: 1-312-751-5252 

To: 

fax 
... 

. DATE: d- :zJ> .. 'J'S- Tll\.lli: IP-·~ 0 'l · », . 

...J pages sent (including this transmission form) 

'1'0: -__,.c;..i.~~-.. ~z::::;.:;.· ~--=· ~~~·:··/'-~~~..;;,;_::___,. ----
COMPANY ~~~·£, 

FACSIMIL~ NUMBER: ______ ;?)_· 1)_,~/_._ -~-2_7_f __ _ 

MESSAGI!!: 

FROM: John C. O'Malley 
Director, Office of Legal Services 

· Facsimile Number: 1-312-751-5252 

If you do not receive all of tile pages 1'n good condition, please comact me immediaJely al (312) 
151-8288. Thank 1ou, Sue Murphy. · 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional 
Fitness Review 

FAX TRANSMITTAL FORM 

DATE: ~- 22 -fj 
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......... 
CONflDfNTIAL ... ''J.C ........ 

DRAFT 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin,. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lliinois 60690-1979 

March 29, 1995 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on March 18, 1995. 
Pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process for Continuation 

of Ministry, the Board continued the Second Stage Review in t~e 
matter of Rev .. John Calicott, which had been initiated on January 21, 
1995. The Board considered reports in the matt~rl including 

I I I 1 and discussed 
hi.E?~ re.cent rne:eti~ng with a committee of the Board. 

The Board dete.rmined that it is not reasonable to retunn Rev. 
C:;t.li.cott to ministry at this time. However, the Board further 
de:termin.e:d to conttnue the 'Second S'tage Review pending receipt of 
addi.ti'.ona.l i:n.formation to assis·t the Board in determining whether 
re.tunn. to rn:i,~nfs:try may· be. appropriate, including the possibility of 

to pari~e;.'h. mi'nis·try at Holy Angels Parish. 
eci~icall the Board recomm~nds that Rev. Calicott 

The Board also recommends that Rev. Calicott's 
current individual protocol remain in effect. 

The Board will report. to you its determinations· and recommendati.ons. 
following completion of the Second Stage.Review. · 

If you have any quest ions, please let me. know. . .. 

Very truly yours, 

Steve Sidlowski ... 
CONflDl:NTIAL 
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Post Office Box 1979 
Cricago, Illinois ti0690-1979 

ARCHDIOCESE' GllCfGO 

Office of Professional (312) 751-5205/5206 
Fitness Review 1-800 994-6200 
1 East Superior Fax (312) 751-5279 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

DeaJ: Cardinal Bernardin, 

March 31, 1995 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on March 18, 1995. 

Pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry, the Board 1 continued the Second Stage 
Review in the matter of Rev. John Calicott, which had been 
initiated on January 21, 1995. The Board considered reports in the 
~ 
............... and discussed his recent meeting with a committee 
of the·Board. 

The Board determined that it is not reasonable to return Rev. 
Calicott to ministry at this time. However, the Board further 
determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt of 
additional information to assist the Board in determining whether 
return to ministry may be appropriate, including the possibility of 
return to parish ministry at Holy Angels Parish. 

Specifically, the Board recommends that Rev. Calicott 

The Board also 
recommends that Rev. Calicott's current individual protocol remain 
in effect. 

The Board will report to you its determinations and 
recommendations following completion of the Second Stage Review. 
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4/4/95 
John Calicott 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE S43 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

If the Cardinal is to return John Calicott to pastoral ministry, 
there has to be clear understanding of the risk and some clear 
directives that must be observed. 

RISK 

. The card. must be reassured that children are not at risk (his 
first and essential priority) . 

. Even if card. is reassured on that point, there is also risk to 
the reputation of the Church (i.e. it could be said that it does 
not value the safety of Afro-American children as much as it 
values that of white children}. 

~ There is greater risk to John Calicott because he will be more 
vulnerable to false allegations from disgruntled people 

. The reputation of the Cardinal himself is on the line since he 
has said he would not return child abusers to pastoral ministry • 

• The credibility of the policies and procedures of the 
archdiocese (including the whole PFRBD) is on the line . 

. No insurance company will cover future liabilities. 

DIRECTIVES 

If the Cardinal decides to accept these risks, he must be able to 
defend his action publicly and honestly. 

The Card. must see whether the people of Holy Angels will 
accept John back knowing the full facts of the allegation . 

• John will be asked to inform the people of the facts of 
the matter. John will craft a written statement with our 
help. It must contain a clear and unambiguous declaration 
of the truth. 

AOC 010347 



RCV BY:XEROX TELECOPIER 7010 ; 8-18-95 3:09PM ; 

312-642-4933 VICRR FOR PRIESTS 
312 642 4933~ 

290 P05 

13127515381;1:$ 5 

RUG 18 '95 14:20 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312)642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

• The statement will first be presented by John to the 
Pastoral Council of the parish. John will not be present for 
the subsequent discussion . 

• The Council will help devise a way of presenting the 
statement to the parish and school families at large. 

. People who do not want John to return must have a way of 
making their opinions known to the Cardinal. They will be 
encouraged to write and/or to speak with Bishop Murry . 

. Once the Cardinal knows the full mind of the people, then he 
can move to the next step • 

. The card. will take the information back to the FRBD to 
reassure them that the people know the facts and still want John 
back . 

• If, with the Board's input, the Cardinal then decides he can 90 
back, John will be asked to observe the following procedures: 

addition he must take one other day a week off . 

. The Parish Pastoral Council itself will be asked to help 
in the monitoring of John's situation. Effective monitoring 
will be a protection for children as well as for John 
himself. Details to be worked out with the Council. 

. John must agree that he will never be in the company of 
minors without another responsible adult being present • 

• If possible, the Archdiocese will designate an on-sight 
monitor, a priest or religious man, who will live and work 
at Holy Angels. 
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VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

• The episcopal Vicar will also monitor the situation • 

• There will be periodic evaluations of these protocols 
with the Vicar for Priests and the Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

IF JOHN AGREES WITH THE ABOVE PLAN, THEN THE CARDINAL WILL TAKE 
THE PLAN TO THE PFRBO FOR THEIR INFORMATION ANO ADVICE. THIS 
WHOLE PROCESS WILL TAKE SOME TIME, BUT SHOULD BE ABLE TO BE 
ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN THE NEXT TWO MONTHS. 

IF JOHN BALKS AT THIS PROCESS, THE CARDINAL HAS NO OPTION THAN TO 
SAY JOHN WILL NOT GO BACK TO THE PARISH. THE MAJOR TERMS OF THE 
PROCESS ANO PROTOCOL ARE NOT DEBATABLE. 
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4/4/95 
John Calicott 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

to pastoral ministry, 
risk and some clear 

If the Cardinal is to return John Calicott 
there has to be clear understanding of the 
directives that must be observed. .~.o/~u,7 ~M~ /(,,_ ~ t 14 :;:;;:7 -RISK 

. The Card. must be reassured that 
first and essential priority) . 

children are not at risk (his ~/t.t/~~ 

. Even if Card. is reassured on that point, there is also risk to 
the reputation of the Church (i.e. it could be said that it does 
not value the safety of Afro-American children as much as it 
values that of white children). 

. There is greater risk to John Calicott because he will be more 
vulnerable to false allegations from disgruntled people 

• The reputation of the Cardinal himself is on the line since he 
has said he would not return child abusers to pastoral ministry • 

• The credibility of the policies and procedures of the 
archdiocese (including the whole PFRBD) is on the line. 

( 

• No insurance company will cover future liabilities. 

DIRECTIVES 

If the cardinal decides to accept these risks, he must be able to 
defend his action publicly and honestly . 

. The Card. must see whether the people of Holy Angels will 
accept John back knowing the full facts of the allegation . 

. John will be asked to inform the people of the facts of 
the matter. John will craft a written statement with our 
help. It must contain a clear and unambiguous declaration 
of the truth. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

• The statement will first be presented by John to the 
Pastoral Council of the parish. John will not be present for 
the subsequent discussion. 

. The Council will help devise a way of presenting the 
statement to the parish and school families at large. 

• People who do not want John to return must have a way of 
making their opinions known to the Cardinal. They will be 
encouraged to write and/or to speak with Bishop Murry . 

. Once the Cardinal knows the full mind of the people, then he 
can move to the next step . 

. The Card. will take the information back to the ·FRBD to 
reassure them that the people know the facts and still want John 
back • 

. If, with the Board's input, the cardinal then decides he can go 
back, John will be asked to observe the following procedures: 

addition he must take one other day a week off • 

• The Parish Pastoral council itself will be asked to help 
in the monitoring of John's situation. Effective monitoring 
will be a protection for children as well as for John 
himself. Details to be worked out with the Council. 

• John must agree that he will never be in the company of 
minors without another responsible adult being present • 

• If possible, the Archdiocese will designate an on-sight 
monitor, a priest or religious man, who will live and work 
at Holy Angels. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

• The episcopal Vicar will also monitor the situation. 

• There will be periodic evaluations of these protocols 
with the Vicar for Priests and the Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

IF JOHN AGREES WITH THE ABOVE PLAN, THEN THE CARDINAL WILL TAKE 
THE PLAN TO THE PFRBD FOR THEIR INFORMATION AND ADVICE. THIS 
WHOLE PROCESS WILL TAKE SOME TIME, BUT SHOULD BE ABLE TO BE 
ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN THE NEXT TWO MONTHS. 

IF JOHN BALKS AT THIS PROCESS, THE CARDINAL HAS NO OPTION THAN TO 
SAY JOHN WILL NOT GO BACK TO THE PARISH. THE MA~OR TERMS OF THE 
PROCESS AND PROTOCOL ARE NOT DEBATABLE. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

Sr. O.S.F. 
Community Director 
2409 S. Alverno Rd. 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220 

Dear Sister ~: 

April 5, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received from Sr. Sara Hale, a member of 
your community, as well as a copy of my response to her. She had written to me 
and Mr. Stephen Sidlowski in our capacities with the Archdiocesan Professional 
Fitness Review Board'. 

The issue involves the Review Board's handling of allegations of sexual 
misconduct with a minor against Father John Calicott, Pastor of Holy Angels 
Parish, where Sister Sara is assigned. Because of the nature and tone of her 
remarks_, I am providing you with copies of this correspondence in your capacity 
as Conununity Director of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. 

If you have any questions or would like further informa~ion, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File 

cc: Mr. Stephen F. Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki'TflP 
Chancellor 1 'I' 

Date: April 5, 1995 

Re: Telephone Call from 

On April 5, 

Parish. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

then tried to clarify with meant by 
retract ng t ings that he had said previously. Since a retraction is commonly 
understood to mean that previous statements were false, I asked him if this meant 
that statements he had made to Steve Sidlowski about Father Calicott were false. 
At this, he began to hedge and said merely that, "I want my name left out of 
this. I have no comment. I want nothing to do with this case." He then asked 
me to report back to him after the Board Meeting. 

I reported on this at the Board Meeting, February 18, 1995. The 
Board asked me to report back to as follows: "The Review Board is not 
aware of how llllllll's name became known. His name was not released by Steve 
Sidlowski, the members of the Review Board, or myself." Regarding 11111111' s 
involvement in this matter, the Board has indicated that it has concerns separate 
from 's corroboration of the allegation. Following the Cardinal's return 
to Israel and my discussion of Father Calicott's case with the Cardinal last 
Friday, I phoned today and informed him along the lines indicated 
above. He said that he regretted that his name had become so publicly attached 
to this case in the community. I told him that I shared his regret. 

He also asked what would happen next regarding Father Calicott. I 
told him that the Cardinal was planning to have a meeting with Father Calicott 
in the very near future and that some decision would be made depending on the 
outcome of that meeting. thanked me for calling him. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
Date: April 7, 1995 

Re: Sr. Sara Hale 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Dlinois 60690 

(312) 751-8382 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

On Friday afternoon, April 7, 1995, I received a telephone call from 
Sr. O.S.F., Community Director of the Franciscan Sisters of 
Christian Charity in Manitowoc, Wisconsin (Tel. 

Sr. said that she had received a copy of my letter regarding 
Sr. Sara Hale and her correspondence to me regarding Father John Calicott and 
Holy Angels Parish. Sr. said that as soon as she saw my letter, she 
immediately telephoned me to apologize for Sr. Sara's remarks. She also said 
that she would follow up on this matter with Sr. Sara. 

Sr. - also said that she realized that this was a very difficult 
problem and regretted that Sr. Sara had added to these difficulties with her 
letter. 

I thanked Sr. lllllfor calling and expressed my gratitude for her 
remarks. 

be: Sr. Ann KcCahill 

AOC 010356 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 75Hl220 
Fax (312)751-5381 

Reverend Dennis S. Riley 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear Father Riley: 

April 11, 19945 

As we discussed last week, due to the Administrative Leave of Father John 
W. Calicott, Pastor of Holy Angels Parish, the Parish is in need of a Parochial 
Administrator. In accord with canons 539 and 540, and by special mandate of the 
Archbishop, I hereby appoint you as Parochial Administrator of Holy Angels 
Parish. This appointment is effective immediately and will continue for the 
duration of Father Calicott's Administrative Leave as Pastor. Attached are our 
Archdiocesan Guidelines for Administrators of Parishes. 

As Parochial Administrator, you are asked to work closely with the Dean, 
Reverend James J. Martin. ·~ 

Dennis, I am confident that you will fulfill this office with competence 
and compassion and that the staff and parishioners will support you in your 
responsibility during this difficult time. Be assured of my own availability, 
if I can be of assistance. 

With every best wish, I remain 

a~:~~~14, 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~9·~· 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

cc: Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Reverend Edward R. Fialkowski, Executive Secretary, Archdiocesan Priests' 

Placement Board 
be: Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

AOC 010359 
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To: O'~::~ 
For: Vrnf ormation ---

CoD111ent ---
--- Approval 

--- Signature 

--- Please draft a reply 
for my signature. 

--- Please reply in your 
own name. 

Please return ---
Per conversation ---

Remarks: 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Cardinal -Or 
Rev. Patrick O'Malle 
4/25/95 
John Calicott 

I spoke to John this morning and he is still working on the 
statement. This is what he has worked out so far. I ran it past 
Dan Cou2hlin who felt, 

that it does say what we want. John' rhetoric may 
be less direct than one would want, but it is his style and will 
be presented to an audience that understands this style. At any 
rate, here is the text: 

"Last year about this time I spoke to the allegations of sexual 
misconduct with minors which at the time had been recently placed 
against me. 

I noted then, and wish to reiterate, that the allegations are not 
without substance. I do not feel that I can speak further about 
their substance without betraying confidences of the wishes of 
the young man who brought the misconduct {o the attention of the 
Church and reputations of third parties. Also, while there is 
some real substance, I cannot and do not gree with the 
allegations as written and presented to .ie·) 

Finally, I would like again to reiterate the fact that I did make 
a deep personal effort to preclude from the young man that very 
hurt and pain which my ignorance and foolishness brought into his 
young life. I failed and I do again apologize to that young man 
for that hurt and pain. Aware that what did transpire could not 
help but to cause the Church concern about the possibility that I 
could be a risk to children and wishing to make certain 
personally that I was not a risk to children, I accepted, as you 
well know 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Cardinal· 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
4/25/95 
John Calicott 

I spoke to John this morning and he is still working on the 
statement. This is what he has worked out so far. I ran it past 
Dan Coughlin who felt, 

that it does say what we want. John's rhetoric may 
be less direct than one would want, but it is his style and will 
be presented to an audience that understands this style. At any 
rate, here is the text: 

"Last year about this time I spoke to the allegations of sexual 
misconduct with minors which at the time had been recently placed 
against me. 

I noted then, and wish to reiterate, that the allegati6ns are not 
without substance. I do not feel that I can speak further about 
their· ~ubstance without betraying confidences of the wishes of 
the young man who brought the misconduct to the attention of the 
Church and reputations of third parties. Also, while there is 
some real substance, I cannot and do not agree with the 
allegations as written and presented to me. 

(Suggestion: While there is real substance to the allegations, I 
do not agree with all the details of the allegations as 
presented. ) 

Finally, I would like to reiterate the fact that I did make a 
deep personal effort to preclude from the young man that very 
hurt and pain which my ignorance and foolishness brought into his 
young life. I failed and I do again apologize to that young man 
for that hurt and pain. Aware that what did transpire could not 
help but to cause the Church concern about the possibility that I 
could be a risk to children and wishing to make certain 
personally that I was not a risk to children, I accepted, as you 
well know,· ~~~~1111111111111111 .. 111111111111 .. lllllill .. lli .. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

4/25/95 
Memo 
To: Fr. Paprocki 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. P. O'Malley 
Re: John Calicott 

On 4/4/95, The Cardinal and Fr. O'Malley met with John Calicott. 
The Cardinal laid before Calicott the recommendation of the 
PFRBD, his own view of the situation, and the possible risks 
involved for all in returning Calicott to parish ministry at Holy 
Angels. _ . ___ "' ___ __ .... 

----·.~ ... --....;:-:::..,::::::.:_- ... _..._ 

Th~. cardinal stated that he would need to get ba~k-::.t~-:th~ .. _PFRBD 
,..-with any plan for re-entry, but first he had to see whether-·-::::· 

.-_....,. Calicott himself was open to the conditions the Cardinal was ~-
. laying down. John said he was open to the process. -----·-·· 

·,This is how the Cardi11_g,l ___ w..ou.ld- s-ee the .. process developing: 
. ·- ... _The Cardinal presents the plan to the PFRBD for their 
feedback. 

The Card. must find out whether the people of Holy Angels will 
accept John back knowing the full facts of the allegation. 

. John will be asked to inform the people of the facts of 
the matter. John will craft a written statement with our 
help. It must contain a clear and unambiguous declaration 
of the truth . 

. The statement will first be presented by John to the 
Pastoral Council of the parish. John will not be present for 
the subsequent discussion . 

. The Council will help devise a way of presenting the 
statement to the parish and school families at large. 

. People who do not want John to return must have a way of 
making their opinions known to the Cardinal. They will be 
encouraged to write and/or to speak with Bishop Murry . 

. Once the Cardinal knows the full mind of the people, then he 
may move to the next step. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

. The Card. will take the information back to the FRBD to 
reassure them that the people know the facts and still want John 
back - if indeed that is what happens . 

. If, with the Board's input, the Cardinal then decides he can go 
back, John will be asked to observe the following procedures: 

e must take one other day a week off. 

. The Parish Pastoral council itself will be asked to help 
in the monitoring of John's situation. Effective monitoring 
will be a protection for children as well as for John 
himself. Details to be worked out with the Council and the 
Fitness Rev. Adminis. 

. John must agree that he will never be in the company of 
minors without another responsible adult being present . 

. If possible, the Archdiocese will designate an on-sight 
monitor, a priest or religious man, who will live and work 
at Holy Angels . 

. The episcopal Vicar will also monitor the situation. 

. There will be periodic evaluations of these protocols 
with the Fitness Review Administrator and the Vicar for 
Priests. 
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DRAFT 

Confidential 
MEMORANDUM 

To: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Acting Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

cc: Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar f~r Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 

Date: April 26, 1995 

Re: Reverend John Calicott 

Bernadette, 

As the Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board, I am writing on behalf of 
Cardinal Bernardin regarding the determinations and recommendations of the Review 
Board in the matter of Reverend John Calicott, described in Steve Sidlowski's 
letter to His Eminence dated March 31, 1995, following continuation of the Second 
Stage Review at the Review Board's meeting on March 18, 1995. 

Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination that it is not 
reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at this time. The Cardinal also 
accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott's current individual protocol 
remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that the Board further 
determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending further receipt of 
additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, including the possibil:ity of rec:urn c:o parish 
ministry at Holy Angels Parish. 

Accordingly, the Cardinal met with Father Calicott and Father Pat O'Malley, 
Vicar for Priests, on March 20, 1995. The Cardinal laid before Father Calicott 
the recommendation of the Review Board, his own view of the situation, and the 
possible risks involved for all in returning Father Calicott to parish ministry 
at Holy Angels. 

The Cardinal stated that he would need to consult with the Review Board 
concerning any plan for re-entry, but first he had to see whether Father Calicott 
himself was open to the conditions that the Cardinal would lay down. Father 
Calicott said he was open to the process. 

AOC 010368 



•• Memo re Father Calicott 
DRAFT - April 26, 1995 
Page 2 

Confidential 

This is how the Cardinal would see the process developing: 

• The Cardinal would present the plan to the! Review Board for their 
feedback. 

• The Cardinal would need to find out whether the people of Holy Angels 
would accept Father Calicott back knowing the full facts of the 
allegation. It would be clear that the Cardinal would make the actual 
decision. If even a small minority of the parishioners would be 
opposed, the Cardinal would have to weigh\this in deciding if Father 
Calicott's return would be acceptable. 

• Father Calicott would be asked to inform the people of the facts of 
the matter. Father Calicott would craft a written statement to be 
reviewed by Archdiocesan officials for its accuracy. It must 
contain a clear and unambiguous declaration of the truth. (See memo 
of Father O'Malley to Cardinal Bernardin, dated April 25, 1995.) 

• The statement would first be presented by Father Calicott to the 
Parish Pastoral Council. Father Calicott would not be present for 
the subsequent discussion. 

• The Pastoral Council would help devise a way of presenting the 
statement to the parish and school families at large. 

• People who do not want John to return must have a way of making 
their opinions known to the Cardinal. They would be encouraged to 
write to and/or speak with Bishop Murry. 

• Once the Cardinal knows the full mind of the people, then he may move 
to the next step. 

• The Cardinal would take the information back to the Review Board to 
assess whether the parishioners would still want Father Calicott back 
in light of their knowledg;:. of th.:. facts. 

• If, with the Board's input, the Cardinal then would decide that Father 
Calicott could go back, Father Calicott would be asked to observe the 
following procedures: 

• 

• 
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Confidentia\ 

• The Parish Pastoral Council would be asked to help in the monitoring 
of Father Calicott's situation. Effective monitoring would be a 
protection for children as well as for Father Calicott himself. 
Details would be worked out with the Council and the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator. 

• Father Calicott must agree that he would never be in the company of 
minors without another responsible adult being present. 

• If possible, the Archdiocese would designate an on-site monitor, a 
priest or religious man, who would live and woik at Holy ~ngels. 

• The Episcopal Vicar would also monitor the situation. 

• There would also be periodic evaluations of these protocols with the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator and the Vicar for Priests. 

Bernadette, Cardinal Bernardin would like the Review Board to discuss this 
plan at its meeting on April 29 and provide feedback concerning its thoughts 
about moving in this direction. 

The work of the Review Board and yourself in this most difficult matter is 
very much appreciated. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

To: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Acting Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

cc: Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor i-qt> 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 

Date: April 28, 1995 

Re: Reverend John Calicott 

As the Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board, I am writing on behalf of 
Cardinal Bernardin regarding the determinations and recommendations of the Review 
Board in the matter of Reverend John Calicott, described in Steve Sidlowski's 
letter to His Eminence dated March 31, 1995, following continuation of the Second 
Stage Review at the Review Board's meeting on March 18, 1995. 

Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination that it is not 
reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at this time. The Cardinal also 
accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott's current individual protocol 
remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that the Board further 
determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt of additional 
in~ormation to assist the Board in determining whether return to ministry may be 
appropriate, including the possibility of return to parish ministry at Holy 
Angels Parish. 

Since the return to ministry question is so important, His Eminence would 
like to seek the recommendations of the Review Board (following Section 4.3[h)3 
of the Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry) about how it may be 
addressed in this situation. To this end here are some suggestions he would like 
the Board to consider: 

A. As a threshold matter, Father Calicott could be asked to explain his 
situation to the parishioners of Holy Angels. The exact format for this 
would have to be developed by the Review Board in consultation with the 
Parish Pastoral Council, the Episcopal Vicar for the area in which Holy 
Angels is located as well as others. The Fitness Review Administrator 
could be asked to develop a way to receive any feedback about the 
explanation from the people of Holy Angels. Any feedback from the 
people of Holy Angels would be presented to the Review Board for its 
consideration. 
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B. If the Review Board determines that it is still appropriate to go 
forward with consideration of his return to ministry, Father Calicott 

C. If at this stage the Review Board determines that it is appropriate to 
return Father Calicott to ministry at Holy Angels, it could recommend 
a timetable and conditions for doing so. The conditions should include 
at least the following elements: 

1. Father Calicott must never be alone with minors, i.e., without 
another responsible adult present; 

2. there should be an appropriate method for on-site supervision and 
monitoring of Father Calicott's conduct; he would also be subject to 
the general supervision of the Fitness Review Administrator, the 
Episcopal Vicar, and the Vicar for Priests; 

3. 

4. he must not work more than five days a week. He must dedicate at 
least one day a week to and one day a week to rest; 

5. the supervision and monitoring program should be acceptable to the 
Parish- Pastoral Council; and 

6. all the conditions should be incorporated in a written agreement 
signed by Father Calicott. 

Cardinal Bernardin would appreciate the Review Board's discussing these 
suggestions at its April 29 meeting or as soon afterward as is practical with a 
view to the Board's formulating and recommending to him a plan for addressing 
this situation. 

Thank for your assistance with this matter. 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

April 29, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

*At our last Board meeting (4-29-95), we were unable to form a 
quorum, and so several important matters were postponed until the 
next meeting. However, the Board discussed several important 
issues as outlined below . 
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Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

1. The Administrator distributed the Cardinal's response of 
J.C.'s Second Stage Review. The Chairperson (1111) tabled further 
discussion until the next meeting. 

2. Several Board members requested more information on 1111 
11111111 and also requested that the Administrator 

Respectfully 
Submitted By 
Bernadette Connolly 
Acting Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator 
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Memo from 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 

Cardinal Bernardin 5/1/95 To ----------- Date _______ _ 

Attached is the fin~l version of 
the memo I presented to the Review 
Board on Saturday, April 29, regarding 
Fr. John Calicott. This memo reflects 

reviewed with 
Fr. Pat O'Malley. 

There was not a quorum at the 
meeting on Saturday, so there was no 
official determination made. As a 
result, the matter was tabled until the 
next meeting, still to be scheduled in 
May. Four board members were present 
for the discussion on Saturday: -••••lliilllli and 

I believe it would 
be fair to say that they were not very 
receptive to the proposal for Fr. 
Calicott's return. Of course, the 
official deliberation will not take 
place until there is a meeting with a 
quorum present, but I thought you would 
like to know the reaction so far of 
those who were there. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 5/1/95 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 

At the 4/29/95 meeting of the Professional Fitness Review Board, 
the Cardinal's request of the Board was considered. There was no 
quorum at the meeting, so no decisions were made. Nevertheless, 
we began a discussion of the cardinal's plan for Calicott. 

There is an obvious concern on the part of the members of the 
Board present about the way Calicott is facing the issues in 
front of him. Some members feel like they are being manipulated 
at this point. They have questions as to whether Calicott has 
really faced up to the issues. 

One of the members of the Board feels that the Board needs to get 
more information on the whole concept 

rate, the Board, because of its lack of a quorum, still 
discuss this matter. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/12/1995 

,,,,..._ Page 289 

IV. Acceptance of Agenda: Accepted 7-0-0 with additions: 

V.C/#"15 ohn Calic tt ' 4 

,,.. 
I v Business: 

A. 

B. 

C. Vicar for Priests' Agenda - I 0:30 A.M. 

i . 

2 
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D. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/12/1995 

1 i . 

12. 

i 3. 

14. 

15. John Calicott '74: John's situation remains to be determined. He is 
exploring possibilities of gradually returning to active ministry. This 
can only happen with the support of the Fitness Review Board. 

16. 

17. 

4 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

May 13, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki 

* The Review Board approved the Minutes of the March 18, 1995 
meeting. The April 29, 1995 meeting was postponed until this date 
due to lack of a quorum. 

Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

The Board reviewed the information in the March 31, 1995 
letter of Stephen Sidlowski and the April 28, 1995 memorandum of 
~ Board asked that J.C. 
__...._. The Board noted that t e Boar 
involved in the decision with the Vicar for Priests in agreeing 

for J.C. However, it was reported that J.C. was 
The Board repeated its concern that 
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Respectfully 
Submitted By: 

-2-
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PFR-13 5-17-95 
Phone Conversation with Fr. Pat O'Malley: 

Spoke with Pat O'Malley regarding the Board's request for 
additional information from 

Pat O'Malley stated 
that he would be sending something to Tom Paprocki regarding this 
matter. 

Phone Conversation with Fr. Tom Paprocki: 5-22-95 

I spoke with Tom Paprocki today. He informed me about the May 
Board meeting and the Board's request for additional information on 
John Calicott. Apparently, John Calicott is 

The Board was not 
informed or involved in the process of 

Pat O'Malley conveyed to Tom Paprocki that the process 
"fell between the cracks" with the transition of the PFRA. 

Fr. Paprocki also received a letter from Pat O'Malley regarding the 
Board's concern of Fr. Paprocki will share this 
letter with the Board at the June 17th meeting. 

requested that John Calicott 

John Calicott was 
also working on a draft plan letter that he and Pat O'Malley would 
share with the Parish Council. The Board felt that more 

information was needed before this plan could be 
The Board also requested information regarding the 

Fr. Paprocki requested that the PFRA contact the 
chairperson of the Review Board to discuss PFR-13. 
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JOSEPH CARDINAL BERNARDINE 
P.O. BOX 1979 
CHICAGO IL. 60690 

RE: JOHN W. CALICOTT 

HAY 22, 1995 

DEAR CARDINAL BERNARDINE, 

·-----·--···-·-···--·-·------· -·-··--- ----·-··- ··- ·--·---

ATHER THOMAS J. PAPROCKI 

J 

I AH WRITING TO YOU TO OFFICIALLY REQUEST A PERSONAL MEETING WITH 
YOU REGARDING THE HATTER OF JOHN W. CALICOTT. 

THROUGHOUT THE PAST YEAR I HAVE TRIED TO RESOLVE THIS ISSUE WITHIN 
THE CONFINES OF THE CHURCH,BUT HAVE FAILED. I SINCERELY FEEL THAT 
YOU ARE HY FINAL OPTION IN THIS HATTER. 

I WOULD APPRICIATE A MEETING ANYTIME AFTER JUNE 5th. THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR TIME. 

ENCLOSURE:TRANSCRIPT OF THE MEETING WITH THE REVIEW BOARD DATED 
02/15/95 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 5/24/95 
Re: John Calicott 

I met with John Calicott today to discuss: 

1. The statement for the Pastoral Council. 

With regard to the statement, he says it can go as he has 
submitted it to us. This is the statement I will run past the 
Cardinal for possible presentation to the PFR Board. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Cardinal Bernardin /Q.~' \_,. 
Rev. Patrick O'Mallei_J .)J 
5/31/95 
Rev. John Calicott 

! understand from Fr. Paprocki that you will ask for some time at 
the June 17 PFR Board meeting to speak to your pastoral concerns 
about Holy Angels and John Calicott. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

7. With regard to his personal statement that John has written 
out, I would like to make two suggestions to you. I would ask 
you to read over his statement carefully. I am sending a copy 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

along with this memo. I have placed in parenthesis two words 
which I think could be changed and I would suggest that you be 
the one to talk to John about changing them. 

In paragraph 2 of his statement, you might ask him to leave out 
the word "some". The sentence then would read: "I noted then 
and wish to reiterate that there is real (not "some15

) substance 
to the allegations .•.. 11 

A second change you might ask of John would be in the second to 
last sentence of that same 

My suggestion is that the 
sentence read as follows: "Further, I would like again to 
reiterate the fact that I did make a deep personal effort to 
preclude from the young man that very hurt and pain which my 
actions (not "ineptness") brought into his young life." 

I think that, if you presented these suggestions to John, and 
then told him that you would be personally presenting it to the 
PFR Board on June 17, John would make those changes. 

8. In an aside, at the meeting with , Fr. Calicott 
mentioned that he had been promised by you that all this would be 
taken care of in two months. I took issue with that question of 
two months and he said he had it in writing. When I got back to 
the office, I checked the memo that I gave you before our April 
4, 1995 meeting with John. You were operating off that memo when 
you were talking to John. At the end of the memo, as part of my 
input to you, I wrote that "this whole process will take some 
time, but should be able to be accomplished within the next two 
months." That particular sentence was nbt meant for John, but 
when we gave him a copy of the paper you were working off of, it 
was included, unfortunately. So this is part of John's 
understanding at this time. He truly expected this whole thing 
to be taken care of by now. · 

9. John may need a conference with you. I could, of course, tell 
him what you are planning to do as of June 17, but it might be 
helpful for him if you could sit down and clarify the question of 
the two months and ask him to change those two words of the 
statement. 
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SENT TO CARDINAL BERNARDIN: May 31, 1995 

About this time last year, I spoke to you regarding allegations of sexual misconduct with minors 

from approximately nineteen years ago which, at this time last year, recently had been placed 

against me. 

I noted then and wish to reiterate that there is ~tane) real substance to the allegations; this, 

although I am in significant disagreement with some of the details as presented to me. I do not 

feel that I can speak further about the substance without betraying confidences, the wishes of the 

young man who put forth the allegations and the reputations of third parties. Further, I would 

like again to reiterate the fact that I did make a deep, personal effort to preclude from the young 

~ec:...... 
man that very hurt and pain which my ~neptness)brought into his young life. I failed. And I do 

again apologize to that young man for that pain and hurt. 

Aware that what did transpire could not help but to cause the Church concern about the 

possibility that I could be a risk to children, I accepted, as you well know, 
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Proposed text of a statement for Bishop Goedert to PFRBD 
on 6/17/95 

Thank yoLI for allowing me this ti me today • .-!-< I: ur 

'=!Et1eel11l e i -. a hr '5¥CP'JP 

Before he entered the hospital, Cardinal Bernardin informed 

me that he had intended to be with you today to talk about Holy 

Angels parish and Fr. John Calicott. ~e has asked me to appear in 

his place. 

As you know, the pastoral sitL1ation of Holy Angels has been 

very much on his mind. Because of the pastoral needs of Holy 

Angels parish, the Cardinal would like to move ahead towards 

returning Fr. Calicott to some kind cf monitored ministry at the 

parish. At the same time, he values highly the recommendations of 

the Fitness Review Board and so he has determined to move ahead 
I 

~nly with your input. 

The Cardinal's first responsibility is to make ~eP'!!:· 01 

as certain as possible.:fm._that children ~Lnot,-t risk. That 

priority supersedes all other considerations. He knows that is -
priority as well. 

At this time, the Cardinal is persuaded that, for the 
Dcic 1 1:::·q 1 t_n 0.667 11 Pos i" 

following reasons, Fr. John Calicott is not a-risk to children: 

. the events of abuse took place some 19 years ago, and, as far 

as we know, there have been no other such events in the 

intervening almost two decades; 

• during those intervening years, until he was withdrawn from 

ministry, Fr. Calicott carried on his life and ministry in an 

exemplary manner despite the fact that he 

had fallen into abuse with two young men; 
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In April of this year, the Cardinal met with Fr. John 

Calicott. At that time, the Cardinal sounded Fr. John out about 

the possibility of moving ahead towards a restoral to monitored 

ministry but with certain specific and necessary conditions in 

place. The Cardinal promised Fr. John nothing and informed him 
) 

that any plan for return to ministry would have to go to the 

Revi~w Board before it could be put in place. 

Acting upon previous suggestions from this Board and others, 

the Cardinal told Fr. John he would first have to prepare a 

written unambiguous statement to the people of Holy Angels 

accepting responsibility for past actions. The people of Holy 

Angels would have to have the opportunity to hear the truth, and 

then to react to that truth. The Cardinal would provide them with 

2. 
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a vehicle for expressing their true feelings. If the people were 

to take Fr. John back, they would do so with full knowledge of 

the seriousness of the allegations as well as Fr. John's 

involvement in the events which triggered this whole situation. 

Fr. Calicott agreed to write such a statement and you are to 

be presented with a draft copy of that statement at this time. 

How that statement would be delivered to the people of Holy 

Angels has not yet been decided. Bishop George Murry, Vicar of 

that area, will of course be involved in however that statement 

is presented to the people of the parish. 

If this plan for reassignment to ministry at the parish is 

to take place, the following events would have to be 

accomplished: 

(} Fr. Calicott woL.lld have to agree to a written contract with the 

Archdiocese which would contain the following conditions: 

ttA.J· he could not be in the presence of minors with out another 

responsible adult being present (a mandate which is already 

in place); 

~), he would agree to 

and he would set up a reasonable daily and weekly 

schedLll e in which one day a week WOLll d be devoted to -

-· ~} the contract and Father's presence at the parish would be 

monitored by the Fitness Review Administrator, by the local 

Vicar, by the Vicar for Priests; 

(._ d). he would h<ave de facto monitoring f ram the people si nee 

they will be apprised completely of the facts in this 

matter; the Cardinal himself has met with parish leaders on 

several occasions. 

\f 1 if possible, the Cardinal woLlld seek out~priest to reside 

3. 
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at the parish as an on-sight monitor (a condition that is 

already in place in two instances.) 

Holy Angels is a pivotal parish in the Afro-American 

co~munity. The Cardinal really believes the welfare of this 

~ 1" 1 • parish t"H'I Cme:1.t~Jei'3 scecll: •i:o@e is intimately bound into 

the decision he will ultimately have to make. Were it not for the 

pastoral needs of the parish, he would not be coming to you so 
1.,+retJ!... qtJ 

early on in this process. Perhaps Bishop Murry can speakl\to the 

needs of the parish. 

But the Cardinal does not feel he can wait too much longer 

at this time. The temporary administrator who has been serving so 

generously for the past several months is feeling the pressure 

and wants to get back to his own parish to work full time there. 

We have not been able to surface the name of any priest willing 

to accept the administratorship of the parish at this time. 

Fr. Calicott has been a key religious leader in that 

community since his assignment to Holy Angels. While it was not 

an easy task to take over from the previous pastor, Fr. George 

Clements, Fr. Calicott has done a fine and commendable Job. 

While acknowledging that the welfare of children is our 

primary concern, I am persuaded that children and minors will not 

be at risk with Fr. Calicott. With the people fully informed and 

with proper safeguards in place, even the possibility of such 

risk will be minimal. 

Quite simply, the Cardinal wishes your help in returning Fr. 

Calicott to the pastorate of Holy Angels as soon as possible -

GiaS within a very short time - fa1~ ·the sake of the people of the 

u.. 
[ r 
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Page 319 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/02/1995 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. Holy Angels: Donald Ehr was asked to stay until after the fitness 
review of John Calicott '74 on June 17. 

9. 

'10. 

11 . 

12. 

4 

AOC 010396 



FILE PFR-13 

Phone Conversation with Rev. John Calicott: 6-5-95 

I spoke with Rev. John Calicott thi~ He requested to 
stay overnight at his sister's house in ......... John is having 
~ m~he Cardinal on 6-6-95. John Calicott's sister's# lS-
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop Post Office Box 1979 
Oiicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Memo 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

Father O'Malley 

Cardinal Bernardin/~ 
Father John Calicott 

June 6, 1995 

I met with John on June 6, 1995. It was a good meeting. 
While he expressed some frustration, he was basically calm. He 
readily agreed to make the two changes in his statement which we had 
requested. He took the copy with him and said that, after revising 
it, he would send it to you. 

Also he gave me the enclosed letter addressed to his attorney 
from 

Enclosure 
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REV PATRICK J O'MALLEY 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 
645 N MICHIGAN 
SUITE 543 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Pat, 

JUNE 7, 1995 

Grace and peace in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The Cardinal asked me to send you the revised copy of the statement which will be made to the 
pastoral council and parish. He said that you would get it to him. Please see to it that the cover 
letter which I addressed to him is handled prudently. 

On a personal note, both the Cardinal and George Murry have assured me of your steadfast 
support and concern for me. I do appreciate that more than I can say or show at times, Pat. The 
Cardinal said that you are a "straight shooter" and "will call it" the way that you see it. That 
means you will not always say what I wish to hear. I agree with him:'l think that that is part of 
the tension between us at times. I think we're too much alike, in a certain sense. I think that I 
say it the way that I feel it, also. So I'm going to say some things that you do not wish to hear. 
But, hell, you worked in the African American community. You know that most of the men 
there are not exactly known for not speaking their minds. 

I do keep you in my prayers, Pat. You have a job I wouldn't wish on anyone. I certainly can 
understand your need to escape to the mountains from time to time. It is difficult to help 
wounded eagles fly again. 

Peace, 

cJ 
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JUNE 7, 1995 

Your Eminence, 

To be perfectly honest, after Tuesday afternoon, I had far greater 
reservations about making the suggested changes than when I initially spoke with you. To me, 
the suggested changes appear dangerously to nuance the interpretation of the actual events 
towards error. However, I have made them and will stand by them. 

Thank you for your continued prayer and, most especially, your genuine pastoral support. Be 
assured of my prayers that the pentecostal Spirit will continue to grace your leadership within 
both our local Church and our world Church. 

I remain, 

In the peace of Christ, 

J9! 
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607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Jfofy 7/nyefs Gliurch 
(312) 624-5375 

Fr. John W, Calicott, Pa~tor 
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STATEMENT/REFLECTIONS UPON MY APPOINTMENT 
AS ADMINISTRATOR OF HOLY ANGELS 

Greetings in the Lord! It is a true pleasure and joy for me to come 
here, and to be with such a dynamic, faith-filled, historical church 
community! 

I want to introduce myself to all of you at Holy Angels, and 
to speak to a few issues as I begin my time here as Administrator. The 
situation with Fr John Calicott's future continues to be in our prayers, 
thoughts, and ultimately in the Lord's hands. I wholeheartedly join with 
all of you here at Holy Angels in praying for a quick and positive 
resolution of Fr. Calicott's entire situation. 

I am here as Administrator of Holy Angels to be a spiritual leader -
to see that the good work you have done continues on, and that God's Good 
News continues to be spread effectively in the weeks and months ahead. I am 
not here to take anybody's place or "replace" anybody. If it is the will of 
God that John Calicott eventually be returned to pastoral leadership here -
I will praise God for it, and gladly pass my responsibilities and 
administrative leadership over to him. If not, I will minister and preach 
the Good News here gladly until the time a fulltime pastor is named. In 
the meantime, let's continue to pray for John, for the swift resolution of 
his situation, and (more importantly) let's work here and now to build an 
even stronger community of faith, hope and love. 

Whatever the future brings, the fact for now is this - God's good work 
at Holy Angels must continue! The Good News must be spread, and the work of 
building the Kingdom must proceed! The Spirit of the Lord IS upon us now, 
even as we await whatever the future may bring. There indeed is a "sweet, 
sweet Spirit in this place" guiding us like a beacon of light through the 
uncharted waters ahead! Let us move forward confidently with our hand in 
the hand of the man we call our brother Jesus! 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a set of handwritten notes made by Fr. Raymond Goedert on June 15, 1995 
while speaking with Victim IN regarding the aftennath of Victim IN's allegation of abuse 
against Fr. John Calicott while Victim IN was a minor. Victim IN met with Fr. Goedert to 
address concerns related to a lack of confidentiality and the process that was followed in this 
case in contrast with the Archdiocesan policies and what Victim IN had been told would happen. 
Victim IN also expressed his concern that the media reported two victims when, to Victim IN's 
knowledge, the other "victim" was only a witness to Victim IN's abuse and not a victim himself. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICACO 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-.., -~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Offic:e of the Chancellor Post Offic:e Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

CONFIDENTIAL 
(312) 75Hl220 

Fax (312) 751-5381 

To: 

cc: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

MEMORANDUM 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Host Rev. Raymond E. Goedert 
Host Rev. George V. Hurry, S.J. 
Hr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki,· . Chancellor 1~ 
June 15, 1995 

Meeting with 

On Thursday, June 15, 1995, Bishop Raymond E. Goedert, Bishop George 
V. Murry, S.J., Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi and I met with the person who 
had brought an allegation against Father John V. Calicott. This meeting was 
rescheduled after the meeting originally scheduled last week with Cardinal 
Bernardin was cancelled due to the Cardinal's illness. 

llllllllsaid he wanted to speak in support of Father Calicott's return 
to Holy Angels. His only purpose in bringing this to the Archdiocese was to -

make sure that he was no longer engaging in 
inappropriate activity. He never wanted Father Calicott removed. The process 
that he h~d expected was not followed. He also wondered why the policies and 
procedures were not reviewed and revised as they are supposed to be every year. 

Bishop Goedert asked- to review his questions. They were: 

1) Lack of confidentiality. Somebody left a briefcase at~gels 
Rectory during the parish meeting. This briefcase was opened and llllllllname 
was in the documents. - also said that I, Father Paprocki, had mentioned 
details about the case to another priest. Also, he didn't understand why his 
name was given to the State's Attorney. 

2) Vhy weren't the policies and procedures followed as written? Vhy 
have they not been revised? 

3) Vhy couldn't the Archdiocese wait two days until Father Calicott went 
on vacation, as he asked, before announcing anything :Ln this case? 

4) Vhy did the Archdiocese say that there werEi two accusers? -was 
the only accuser, and the other person was only a corroborator. 
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Confidential Memorandum to Professional Fitness Review Board 
Re: Meeting with 
June 15, 1995 
Page Two 

5) ~ feels he has gotten nothing in return after bringing this to 
the Archdiocese. 

6) -wanted to know why Father Calicott ,_,as not allowed to stay in 
the parish with a monitor. 

to-
llllllllalso wants to know why Father Calicott was told not to speak 
Can this be rescinded? 

The bottom line is that -urges us to find a way to return Father 
Calicott to ministry. He does not believe Father Calic4:>tt currently poses a risk 
to minors. llllllllsays he forgives him. 

I then tried as best as I could to answerllllllllquestions. 

1) It is not known whose briefcase was allegedly broken into. If this 
happened, then it was a violation of that person's privacy. As far as my 
mentioning details of the case, I only recall doing so within the context of my 
official duties in handling this matter, for example, at the meeting called by 
the Cardinal with priests working in the Black commun:Lty. My recollection was 
that name was not publicly known until he app4~ared at a parish meeting 
and identified himself as the accuser. 

2) To my knowledge, the policies and pirocedures were followed 
appropriately. They have been reviewed annually as required with only minor 
changes. These changes did not warrant the cost of re-publishing the entire set 
of policies. A more thorough review of the policies will be conducted in light 
of the fact that the Cardinal has reconvened the Comm:lssion on Clerical Sexual 
Misconduct with Minors. He has asked the Commission to speak with the various 
groups involved, as well as accused priests, alleged victims and the parishes 
that have been affected. 

3) The public announcement was made about John's withdrawal because the 
Archdiocese has no other way of explaining a priest's disappearance after he has 
been withdrawn. If we had said nothing while he was on vacation, that would not 
explain his absence for the rest of the six-month pE!riod when he was at -

In the past, our failure to be candid has led to accusations 
that we have tried to sweep everything under the rug. 

4) The initial investigation reported that the:re were two accusers, each 
of whom had himself been allegedly victimized. These accusations were never 
recanted. (Note: I checked our files after the meeting and confirmed that the 
records not only show that two accusers claimed each to have been victimized, but 
also suggested the name of a possible third victim whom we have not been able to 
contact.) 
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Confidential Memorandum to Professional Fitness Review Board 
Re: Meeting with 
June 15, 1995 
Page Three 

5) Everyone in the Archdiocese has been acttng in good faith in this 
matter, including the decision to inform the State's Attorney. This involves a 
rather complicated history, including the subpoena of records following the 
Commission's Report in 1992. The State's Attorney threatened to subpoena the 
records in this case if we did not disclose 's name. 

6) The option of allowing Father Calicott to stay in the parish with a 
monitor was not possible due to John's breakdown after he was confronted with the 
allegation. By the time the case reached the Review Board, it had already been 
decided that Father Calicott was going to 

7) The issue of Father Calicott being told that he should not speak with 
llllllllwill need to be looked into further. 

It was agreed that Ralph Bonaccorsi would bellllllllprimary contact, but 
llllllllshould feel free to contact any of us if needed. 

Finally, we reviewed the difficulties in returning Father Calicott to the 
parish in light of the policies and the Cardinal's promise of three years ago 
that no priest who had ever engaged in this activity 1Jould ever be returned to 
ministry. 

The meeting concluded on a positive note of gratitude for the information 
shared. 
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~ENT BY:Archdiocese of Chica9oi 6-16-95 10:13~M; 1312751538H 1 312 751 5279;~ 5 

I' 

About thia time last year, I spoke to you regarding allegations of sexual misconduct with minors 

from approximately nineteen years ago which, at this time last year, recently bad been placed 

agllinst me. 

I ·noied then and wish to reiterate that there la real substance to the allegations; lhis, although 
;(@~rrA ..)7~ llJ4. ~lo~ ~/7~ 

I am in significant disagreemenl with some of the details as presented to me. I do not feel thac 

I can speak further about lhe substance without betraying confidences, the wishes of the young 
~&'\,~~ ei2:2~? ~ f~~ 
man who put forth the allegations and th; rcpucations of third parties. Further, I would like again 

? , 
to reiterate the fact that I did make a deep, personal effort to preclude from the young man that 

very hurt and pain which my actions brought into his young life. I failed. And I do again 

apologiz.e to that young man for that pain and hurt. · 

Aware tbat what did transpire could not help but to cause the Church concem about the 

possibility that I could be a risk to children, I accepted, as you well know, 

FATHER THOMA& J, PAPROCKI 

~RAF\ o~ FA'r~f' 

C/l'-1 Co l"'T 's 

S'i14 ~ M ~/.!I TO 

PA~lJ'H ~ 
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FILE PFR-13 

Phone Call from Rev. Tom Paprocki: 6-16-95 

Tom Paprocki called today and updated APFRA of the Board 
concerns regarding PFR-13. Fr. Paprocki, Bishop Ra ond Goedert, 
Bishop George Murr~lph Bonaccorsi met with 
6-15-95 to discuss111111111111111oncerns regarding John Calicott. 
was very upset that John Calicott was not at Holy Angels. He has 
all along complained about the way in which the Archdiocese has 
handled this case. According to Tom Paprocki, was upset 
about the following: 1) Breach of Confidentiality - was upset 
that a brief case was opened and his name was revealed as the 
victim. He assumed that the briefcase was Tom Paprocki's. ·Tom 
Paprocki informed that if someone di~his brief case that 
Fr. Paprocki himself feels violated. 2) ...... wanted an apology 
from the previous PFRA for revealing his name to the State's 
Attorney's Office. 3) lllllllllrequested that John Calicott remain in 
the parish with monitoring. Fr. Paprocki informed of the 
compliance procedures that the Archdiocese has with the State's 
Attorney's Office. 

- Fr. Paprocki apologized for the delay in speaking with 111111111 but 
again, he informed • that the Review Board is taking this case 
very seriously and is looking at all the information surrounding 
John Calicott's case. 

** Please note that the Acting PFRA was not invited to this 
meeting. All information came through the Archbishop's Delegate to 
the Review Board (Rev. Thomas Paprocki). 

Phone Call from Fr. Thomas Paprocki: 6-26-95 

- Tom Paprocki informed the Acting PFRA about a meeting that 
Bishop Murry had with John Calicott on 6-25-95 to discuss the 
statement that is going to be addressed to the Parish Council 
members of Holy Angels Parish. 

- There were two exceptions that John Calicott had with this 
statement. 1) the comparison of Cardinal Bernardin and John 
Calicott in that John Calicott admitted his guilt and that the 
Cardinal denied the allegations. John Calicott is only willing to 
say that the "allegations had real substance" and 2) Cardinal 
Bernardin' s accuser recanted the allegations and J.C.' s victims did 
not. John Calicott feels that there is only one victim and not 
two. Tom Paprocki will be sending the APFRA the final copy of the 
statement. APFRA will share this information with the Review 
Board. 

** Please note that the APFRA (Bernadette Connolly) was not 
informed of a time change to discuss this matter. The meeting was 
scheduled for 6-26-95 at 2:00 p.m. However, the meeting started at 
12:00 (noon) and Bernadette Connolly was not informed. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/16/1995 

E. Parishes: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. Holy Angels: Jerry Boland was in t:onlacl with Donald Ehr, S.V.D 
[Administrator]. Don is very tired and feels a new administrator must be 
appoinLed. He is aware of Lhe difficulties o[ getting a new administrator in 
light of the Cardinal's illness. The Cardinal was supposed to meet this week 
with the Firness Review Board to discuss a process in which John Calicott '74 
might eventually return to full-time ministry. This is obviously on hold. 

7 
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MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

DATE: June 17, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

(OTHERS PRESENT IN THE MATTER OF PFR-13 (J.C.) 

Bishop Raymond Goedert 
Bishop George Murry 

Ralph Bonaccorsi 
Rev. Pat O'Malley 

* The Review Board approved the Minutes of the April 29, 1995 
Meeting and the May 13, 1995 meeting. 

* The Review Board formally recommended Bernadette M. Connolly as 
the Professional Fitness Review Administrator, effective 
July 1, 1995. 

B) Reconvening of the Cardinal's Commission on Clerical Sexual 
Misconduct with Minors: 

Fr. Thomas Paprocki reported to the Board that Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin had met with the Commission members on June 6, 1995. The 
Cardinal requested that the Commission review our Policies· and 

, 
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Procedures in light of what was recommended three years ago. A 
Fiscal Report from the Board would be helpful to the Commission 
during this review. The Commission is scheduled to complete their 
review by Sept. 1, 1995. 

D) Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

Pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process for Continuation 
of Ministry, the Board continued the Second Stage Review. 

ADDENDUM - BISHOP GOEDERT: 

Proposed Text of a Statement for Bishop Goedert to PFRBD on 6/17/95 

Thank you for allowing me this time today. 

Before he entered the hospital, Cardinal Bernardin informed me 
that he had intended to be with you today to talk about Holy Angels 
parish and Fr. John Calicott. He has asked me to appear in his 
place. 

As you know, the pastoral situation of Holy Angels has been 
very much on his mind. Because of the pastoral needs of Holy 
Angels Parish, the Cardinal would like to move ahead towards 
returning Fr. Calicott to some kind of monitored ministry at the 
parish. At the same time, he values highly the recommendations of 
the Fitness Review Board, and so he has determined to move ahead 
only with your input. 

The Cardinal's first responsibility is to make as certain as 
possible that children will not be at risk. That priority 
supersedes all other considerations. He knows that is your 
priority as well. 

At this time, the Cardinal is persuaded that, for the 
following reasons, Fr. John Calicott is not a risk to children: 

- the events of abuse took place some 19 years ago, and, as 
far as we know, there have been no other such events in the 
intervening almost two decades; 

- during those intervening years, until he was withdrawn from 
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ministry, Fr. Calicott carried on his life and ministg 
exemplary manner despite the fact that he had • 

fallen into abuse with two young men; 

in 

-3-

an 

In April of this year, the Cardinal met with Fr. John 
Calicott. At that time, the Cardinal sounded Fr. John out about 
the possibility of moving ahead towards a restoral to monitored 
ministry but with certain specific and necessary conditions in 
place. The Cardinal promised Fr. John nothing, and informed him 
that any plan for return to ministry would have to go to the Review 
Board before it could be put in place. 

Acting upon previous suggestions from this Board and others, 
the Cardinal told Fr. John he would first have to prepare a written 
unambiguous statement to the people of Holy Angels accepting 
responsibility for past actions. The people of Holy Angels would 
have to have the opportunity to hear the truth, and then to react 
to that truth. The Cardinal would provide them with a vehicle for 
expressing their true feelings. If the people were to take Fr. 
John back, they would do so with full knowledge of the seriousness 
of the allegations as well as Fr. John's involvement in the events 
which triggered this whole situation. 

Fr. Calicott agreed to write such a statement and you are to 
be presented with a draft copy of that statement at this time. How 
that statement would be delivered to the people of Holy Angels has 
not yet been decided. Bishop George Murry, Vicar of that area, 
will of course be involved in however that statement is presented 
to the people of the parish. 
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If this plan for reassignment to ministry at the parish is to 
take place, the following events would have to be accomplished: 

1) Fr. Calicott would have to agree to a written contract with the 
Archdiocese which would contain the following conditions: 

a) he could not be in the presence of minors without another 
responsible adult being present (a mandate which is already 
in place) ; 

b) he would agree to for as long as deemed 
necessary by the Board, and he would set up a reasonable 
daily and weekly schedule in which one day a week would be 
devoted to 

c) the contract and Father's presence at the parish would be 
monitored by the Fitness Review Administrator, by the local 
Vicar, by the Vicar for Priests; 

d) he would have de facto monitoring from the people since 
they will be apprised completely of the facts in this matter; 
the Cardinal himself has met with parish leaders on several 
occasions. 

e) if possible, the Cardinal would seek out a priest to reside 
at the parish as an on-sight monitor (a condition that is 
already in place in two instances) . 

Holy Angels is a pivotal parish in the Afro-American 
community. The Cardinal really believes the welfare of this parish 
is intimately bound into the decision he will ultimately have to 
make. Were it not for the pastoral needs of the parish, he would 
not be coming to you so early in this process. Perhaps Bishop 
Murry can speak later on to the needs of the parish. 

But the Cardinal does not feel he can wait too much longer at 
this time. The temporary administrator who has been serving so 
generously for the past several months is feeling the pressure and 
wants to get back to his own parish to work full time there. We 
have not been able to surface the name of any priest willing to 
accept the administratorship of the parish at this time. 

Fr. Calicott has been a key religious leader in that community 
since his assignment to Holy Angels. While it was not an easy task 
to take over from the previous pastor, Fr. George Clements, Fr. 
Calicott has done a fine and commendable job. 

While acknowledging that the welfare of children is our 
primary concern, I am persuaded that children and minors will not 
be at risk with Fr. Calicott. With the people fully informed and 
with proper safeguards in place, even the possibility of such risk 
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will be minimal. 

Quite simply, the Cardinal wishes your help in returning Fr. 
Calicott to the pastorate of Holy Angels as soon as possible -
within a very short time for the sake of the people of the 
parish. 

Bishop Goedert's Notes: 

6/17/95 - PFRBD 

Ralph B_. _ 

Absent -

, Bernadette Connolly, Pat O'Malley, 

- we continue to have problems with J.C. - especially 
his denial - even the statement has indications of 
denial. We're not sure of his credibility. 

- we have alot of concer11.1about 

- basis issue - are children at risk - I don't think so 
now,providing he works thru 
the denial. 

- I think there is an acceptable risk. 

Re: statement - his disagreement was the deviation i.e. 1 yr. 
rather than 2 yrs. 10 x rather than 20 x shows he doesn't 
understand the seriousness 

There is not the kind of forthright acknowledgement of what he did 
and his responsibility for his behavior. He has to deal with this 
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-6-- 1111111111- I feel he is only doing those things he needs to 
do and say to get back in the parish. His statement doesn't accept 
his responsibility for what he did. He does not say - look folks, 
I did it. I'm guilty - I'm sorry. 

If I were to agree to him going back to parish, I would insist on 
a stronger, clearer statement. 

- he certainly has to rewrite the statement. 

111111111 - an honest approach, accepting his responsibility - he 
still hasn't done this. I would feel good if John could stand up 
and say clearly - I did it. I am sorry I did it and I would like 
to move on. 

111111111 - I would still not be convinced children would not be at 
risk. He was told to change some words - these are not his words. 
Everyone is trying to get him back into ministry and I am angered 
and enraged at what is happening. I feel our back is being put to 
the wall. 

I don't agree - 20 yrs. is adequate 
child victims to come forward. 

it takes a long time for 

He didn't do anything to help the 2 victims we know about. 

I don't buy the new trend - ·········- it's the current fad 
to excuse one of responsibility. 

The statement is not acceptable - he refers to only one victim -
makes no mention of the 2nd and possibly 3rd. 

He say he went to 111111111 because of the Church's concern - not 
because he needed help. 

I'm not convinced children are not at risk. 
has been made - why ask us? 

I feel the decision 

Response: Bishop Murry stated that neither the Cardinal nor anyone 
else has decided to return J.C. - but John may give the impression 
to his people. 

- if Cardinal is looking for consensus, you'll never 
get it from this Board. We may want him to grovel, he won't -
that's not his style. I don't think he is in denial, but is guided 

• 
his lawyer as to what to say. There is a difference between 

1 denial and legal jargon to avoid civil suit. He is 
strategizing how to get reinstated and how can he come out with a 
clear statement without getting into trouble. 
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•••••• - I feel John is still trying to control everything, to 
do whatever he has to to get back. I just wish he'd make a clear, 
honest, forthright statement so people clearly understand. 

- I don't think our backs are to the wall, but there 
is a perception that this is a special case. There are other 
priests who will come forward when they see the outcome. I would 
like to cut through everything and say children are not at risk. 
I believe the man deserves a chance. I don't think the statement 
is adequate - its too ambiguous - it lacks content - he says one 
thing and then seems to take it back. 

Consensus - discomfort with the statement 
- no real forthright admission 
- no recognition of other victim(s) 
- last sentence is not clear -

I would probably say - no risk to children but I wish that I could 
have met him. 

(Ralph B. - I would conclude then 4 for and 2 against). 

Of those who were not at today's meeting, they previously addressed 
the issue - ......... was concerned about the statement; 

was co~out said ready for 
ministry. 

Clear consensus from Board that Statement is not acceptable. Lack 
of consensus as to risk to children. 

11111111- I would hate to see this turn into a Black-White issue. 

- I hope if he goes back it won't be as a conquering hero. 

Ralph - Re: concern - that process was being tinkered 
with to make it come out right for John to return - lack of 
internal conviction of the statement - seems diocese is gearing up 
to support John and lessening its concern for victim - I'm also 
concerned about confusion regarding victims. 

- It's very hard for us as victims to say "he's evil, put 
him away" - with priests and family there's an added relationship -
e.g. the other victim didn't retract that it happened, but only 
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that he didn't want the 
victimization happened. 
afterwards. 

priest to be penalized etc. 
They wanted what happened to 

-8-

The 
J.C. 

- - he's just jumping through the hoops to get what he 
wants. 

Bernadette - I never knew John was now - it's 
not on any of his schedules. I think there's manipulation going on 
here. It's totally unacceptable as far as the monitoring process 
is concerned. 

- Who knows that knows? Only what 
John told her?? Did Pat O'Malley fill her in - otherwise, what 
value is there in her conclusions. 
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REVISED DRAFT June 21. 1995 

STATEMENT TO BE MADE BY BISHOP MURRY & FATHER PAPROCKI 

TO THE PARISH COUNCIL AT HOLY ANGELS PARISH 

JUNE '27, 1995 

Bishop Murry: 

Thank you for coming to this meeting tonight. Father Paprocki 

and I are here tonight in response to your request for information 

updating you about the situation regarding your pastor, Father John 

Calicott. I am here as the Episcopal Vicar for this area, and 

Father Paprocki is present as the Cardinal's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board. 

At the outset, I wish to acknowledge that this has been a very 

difficult matter for all involved, and I wish to express on behalf 

of the Archdiocese our gratitude for your patience. To begin, I 

will now ask Father Paprocki to speak since he has attended the 

meetings of the Review Board and has been involved in this case 

from its beginning. 

Father Paprocki: 

Thank you, Bishop Murry. Let me begin by addressing the 

primary question being asked by parishioners of Holy Angels Parish, 

namely, why hasn't Father Calicott been allowed to return as our 

pastor? 
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There are a number of factors which account for the delay in 

returning Father Calicott immediately to Holy Angels Parish. First 

and foremost is the promise Cardinal Bernardin has made that the 

Archdiocese would not knowingly put children at risk of being 

abused. 

Second, Cardinal Bernardin has established a Review Board that 

studies and makes recommendations to him about return to ministry. 

The Review Board is requesting additional information in order to 

make a recommendation to Cardinal Bernardin about Father Calicott' s 

possible return to Holy Angels Parish. 

Third, there is serious concern that many parishioners 

mistakenly believe that the allegations against Father Calicott are 

false. As Father Calicott has acknowledged, there is real 

substance to the allegations. This means that these are not mere 

allegations. In fact, Father Calicott has read this entire 

statement that I am making now and agrees with it. Consistent with 

this, the Review Board determined that there was reasonable cause 

to suspect that Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct 

with at least two minors. That being the case, the only way that 

Father Calicott could return to parish ministry would be for people 

in the parish to know the truth. This is necessary because the 

parishioners themselves would have to be willing to accept him back 
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in light of this truth and also act as monitors to make sure that 

this kind of misconduct does not occur again. 

We think it is hopeful that the Review Board still has this 

case under study and has left open the possibility of Father 

Calicott's return to Holy Angels. At the same time, we also think 

it important that parishioners have a better understanding of the 

process and of the situation of Father Calicott, and that we have 

a better understanding of how the parishioners feel about all of 

this in light of all things considered. 

Our Vicar General, Bishop Raymond Goedert, has discussed this 

with the Cardinal The 

cardinal knows that a significant number of parishioners would like 

Father Calicott to return immediately. While he hopes that this 

may someday be possible, he regrets that it will not be possible 

immediately. He also hopes that you will understand that everyone 

in this process is acting in good faith. The whole point of the 

Review Board process is to provide for the safety of children. I 

can attest from having attended the Review Board meetings that this 

is their foremost consideration. 

Thank you for your attention and your consideration. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. Specifically, then, the Cardinal 

is asking that we assist the Holy Angels Parish Council to 

understand the situation and appropriately communicate this 

understanding to Holy Angels parishioners and school parents. The 

Cardinal also wants us to listen and report back to him about how 

you and the other affected people feel about this matter. It is 

important that we do this in a way that allows people to express 

their feelings honestly and freely. At the same time, we must all 

act in a way that is sensitive to the privacy of the victims and to 

the difficult and complex task of the Review Board, which will be 

considering Father Calicott's return to ministry. We would very 

much appreciate your thoughts and advice on these points tonight. 

But first, I want you to know that I heard your questions when 

I last met with you. I have shared your concerns with Father 

Paprocki, and he would now like to address these specific 

questions. 
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Answers to questions previously submitted to Bishop Murry: 

Q. What is the difference between the case of Cardinal Bernardin 

and the case of Father Calicott? 

A. There are major differences in substance between the two 

cases. First, Cardinal Bernardin denieq the allegation; 
~h.~~~ 

Father Calicott admitted that 5\ the allegations . were~-

Second, Cardinal Bernardin's accuser, ........ , recanted 

his allegation; ~~~~~~a~~n~ed--' 
the4:-r--a-l--1ega-E-~hird, in light of these first two 

factors, the Review Board in the case of Cardinal Bernardin 

determined that there was not reasonable cause to suspect that 
I 

he had engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor; in 

contrast, in the case of Father Calicott, the Review Board 

determined that there was reasonable cause to suspect that 

Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct with at least 

two minors. Accordingly, Father Calicott was placed on 

administrative leave. 

Q. Why was Fr. Calicott removed within 48 hours? Why was he not 

placed under "house arrest"? How was it possible to conduct 

an investigation in 48 hours? 
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A. 

consultation with the Vicar for Priests. So by the time the 

case reached the Review Board, Father Calicott had already 

left the rectory. 

Regarding the investigation in 48 hours, the Archdiocese's 

policies and procedures recognize that a complete 

investigation cannot be done that quickly. That is why the 

process is conducted in two stages. The first step is 

designed to determine what action is required immediately to 

provide for the safety of children. 

make this step easy by himself deciding to 

The next step is what our policies and procedures call a First 

Stage Review. This took place after the Fitness Review 

Administrator, Steve Sidlowski, interviewed the accusers and 

received the response from Father Calicott. The Review Board 

has not yet completed what it calls a Second Stage Review, in 

which it makes a more complete determination after additional 

information is received. In fact, the second stage review is 

now pending. 
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Q. Of all the cases, what has been the longest and what has been 

the shortest? 

A. The Review ·Board began receiving cases in February, 1993. The 

first major case where the priest was removed from his parish 

within 48 hours occurred within the first few weeks in 1993. 

That case is still pending because there is a criminal 

prosecution in court. Other cases have been dismissed because 

there was no reasonable cause to suspect misconduct had 

occurred. They were closed immediately. Cases in which there 

is reasonable cause to suspect misconduct are generally open 

for a long time and no one who has been removed under this 

process has yet been returned to ministry. 

Q. Doesn't the Archdiocese just want to close the parish and 

A. 

reclaim the land? 

Absolutely not. The Archdiocese demonstrated its str'ong 

support for Holy Angels Parish in building a new church after 

the old church burned down in 1986. The Archdiocese continues 

to give strong support to the presence of Holy Angels Parish 

and School in the community. 
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Q. The parish is in desperate need of a pastor. What is the 

Archdiocese going to do about that? 

A. cardinal Bernardin is very concerned about the pastoral needs 

of Holy Angels Parish. In order to address these needs at 

this time, Father has been named as full-time 

resident administrator. The Archdiocese is grateful for the 

fine work done by Fr. Dennis Riley and Fr. Don Ehr. The fact 

that a new administrator rather than a new pastor is being 

appointed demonstrates the hope the Fr. Calicott will 

eventually be able to return as pastor. 

Q. Why hasn't the Archdiocese kept the parish informed during the 

past year? We feel disregarded and disrespected. 

A. I sincerely apologize for any action or inaction on the part 

of the Archdiocese that may have caused people to feel 

disregarded or disrespected. There were some practical 

difficulties that may have contributed to this, however. One 

is the fact Father Calicott was 

and there was nothing to report during this time. Another is 
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that the case was being considered by the Review Board. A 

further factor is that there was no Vicar for over a year 

after Bishop Gregory was appointed to Belleville. Since his 

arrival in March, Bishop Murry has met with people from Holy 

Angels at least four or five times on this issue. I (TJP) 

have also met with parishioners on a couple of occasions over 

the past year. We are here tonight to correct any gaps in our 

communication and to make sure your voices are heard. 

Q. The process doesn't have an adequate spiritual dimension. Why 

can't the Archdiocese have a process like the Canadian 

policies which allow for return for ministry? 

A. Our current policies and procedures follow the recommendations 

made by the cardinal's Special Commission in 1992 and are 

meant to address the pastoral and spiritual dimensions of 

child abuse as well as the safety of children. In fact, we 

were the first diocese to establish a Victim Assistance 

Ministry. The Commission received extensive input before 

making their recommendations and the cardinal received broad 

consultation before implementing the policies and procedures. 

Over the past three years, the Review Board has recommended 

some minor changes to the policies and procedures. Now, just 
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before he recently entered the hospital, cardinal Bernardin 

reconvened the Commission. He has asked them to review the 

policies and procedures in light of the recommendations which 

were made three years ago. He has also asked them to speak 

with persons and groups who have an interest in these policies 

and procedures. This would include alleged victims, priests 

who have been accused, and parishes affected by the removal of 

a priest. 

Bishop Murry: 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. [Speaking to the parishioners:] 

We would now like to hear your thoughts in light of the 

information that has been presented. 
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Additional questions and answers (to be answered only it asked): 

Q. Didn't say that Fr. Calicott is not a risk? Why 

can't he come back now if he's not a risk? 

[and] 

Q. Fr. Calicott told us that said 

So what's the problem? 

A. There are many aspects of ••••••••••••••••••• 

out of respect for Fr. 

Calicott's privacy, we don't think it fair or appropriate to 

discuss all the facets But I can assure 

you that the Review Board and the Cardinal consider every case 

thoroughly. 

Q. What about forgiveness? Jesus preached mercy and love. We 

forgive Father Calicott whatever he's done. So why can't he 

come back? 

A. "Forgiveness" and "risk to children" are separate issues. We 

certainly believe in forgiveness, but at the same time we must 

take all necessary steps to make sure that children will not 

be at risk. 
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Q. Isn't Fr. Calicott's removal an example racism? 

A. Since July 1991, 22 priests have been withdrawn from their 

assignments in the Archdiocese and put on administrative leave 

because of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. 

Father Calicott is the only one of the 22 to be African 

American. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you for coming to this meeting tonight. Father Paprocki 

and I are here tonight in response to your request for information 

updating you about the situation regarding your pastor, Father John 

Calicott. I am here as the Episcopal Vicar for this area, and 

Father Paprocki is present as the Cardinal's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board. 

At the outset, I wish to acknowledge that this has been a very 

difficult matter for all involved, and I wish to express on behalf 

of the Archdiocese our gratitude for your patience. To begin, I 

will now ask Father Paprocki to speak since he has attended the 

meetings of the Review Board and has been involved in this case 

from its beginning. 

Father Paprocki: 

Thank you, Bishop Murry. Let me begin by addressing the 

primary question being asked by parishioners of Holy Angels Parish, 

namely, why hasn't Father Calicott been allowed to return as our 

pastor? 
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There are a number of factors which account for the delay in 

returning Father Calicott immediately to Holy Angels Parish. First 

and foremost is the promise Cardinal Bernardin has made that the 

Archdiocese would not knowingly put children at risk of being 

abused. 

Second, cardinal Bernardin has established a Review Board that 

studies and makes recommendations to him about return to ministry. 

The Review Board is requesting additional information in order to 

make a recommendation to cardinal Bernardin about Father Calicott' s 

possible return to Holy Angels Parish. 

Third, there is serious concern that many parishioners 

mistakenly believe that the allegations against Father Calicott are 

false. As Father Calicott has acknowledged, there is real 

substance to the allegations. This means that these are not mere 

allegations. In fact, Father Calicott has read this entire 

statement that I am making now and agrees with it. Consistent with 

this, the Review Board determined that there was reasonable cause 

to suspect that Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct 

with at least two minors. That being the case, the only way that 

Father Calicott could return to parish ministry would be for people 

in the parish to know the truth. This is necessary because the 

parishioners themselves would have to be willing to accept him back 
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in light of this truth and also act as monitors to make sure that 

this kind of misconduct does not occur again. 

We think it is hopeful that the Review Board still has this 

case under study and has left open the possibility of Father 

Calicott's return to Holy Angels. At the same time, we also think 

it important that parishioners have a better understanding of the 

process and of the situation of Father Calicott, and that we have 

a better understanding of how the parishioners feel about all of 

this~im 1 i~1L of all thiHgs eensid2Fe~. 

Our Vicar General, Bishop Raymond Goedert, has discussed this 

with the cardinal The 

Cardinal knows that a significant number of parishioners would like 

Father Calicott to return immediately. While he hopes that this 

may someday be possible, he regrets that it will not be possible 

-1. ~ immediately. , He also hopes that you will understand that everyone 

~<-1':~ in this process is acting in good faith. The whole point of the 

Review Board process is to provide for the safety of children. I 

can attest from having attended the Review Board meetings that this 

is their foremost consideration. 

Thank you for your attention and your consideration. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. Specifically, then, the Cardinal 

is asking that we assist the Holy Angels Parish Council to 

understand the situation and appropriately communicate this 

understanding to Holy~J;i parishioners and school parents. The 

Cardinal rl~~wants us~listen and report back to him about how 

you and the other affected people feel about this matter. It is~ 
important that we do this in a way that allows people to express 

their feelings honestly and freely. At the same time, we must all 

act in a way that is sensitive to the privacy of the victim~ ah to 

the difficult. aa 1 task of the Review Board, which \.!~bit (;; X 
consider~ Father Calicott's return to ministry. We would very 

much appreciate your~hts and advice on the points tonight. 

f .. L_ <"'- :~ --£ :-C-r--~ if- ~~ 
But~· I want you to know that I he rd your questions when 

I last met with you. I have our concerns with Father 

to address theil!e. specific 
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Answers to questions previously submitted to Bishop Murry: 

Q. What is the difference between the case of Cardinal Bernardin 

and the case of Father Calicott? 

A. There are major differences in substance between the two 

cases. First, Cardinal Bernardin denied the allegation; 

Father Calicott admitted that the allegations were true. 

his allegation; Father Calicott's accusers have not recanted 

their allegations. Third, in light of these first two 

factors, the Review Board in the Case of Cardinal Bernardin 

determined that there was not reasonable cause to suspect that 
I 

he had engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor; in 

contrast, in the case of Father Calicott, the Review Board 

determined that there was reasonable cause to suspect that 

Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct with at least 

two minors. Accordingly, Father Calicott was placed on 

administrative leave. 

Q. Why was Fr. Calicott removed within 48 hours? Why was he not 

placed under "house arrest"? How was it possible to conduct 

an investigation in 48 hours? 
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A. Before the case was even referred 

recognized his own need for help. He made this decision in 

consultation with the Vicar for Priests. So by the time the 

case reached the Review Board, Father Calicott had already 

left the rectory. 

Regarding the investigation in 48 hours, the Archdiocese's 

policies and procedures recognize that a complete 

investigation cannot be done that quickly. That is why the 

process is conducted in two stages. The first ·step is 

designed to determine what action is required immediately to 

provide for the safety of children. 

make this step easy by himself deciding 

The next step is what our policies and procedures call a First~ __ _ 

Stage Review. This took place~ the Fitness Review h;-.~ 
~- -

Administrator, Steve Sidlowski, intervh~wed the accusers and 

received the response from Father Calicott."'f~view Board 

~has not yet completed what it calls a Second Stage Review,. in 

which it makes a more comp~e deterrn~j..ion after additional 

information is received. ~~ seco~s.tr~e review is 

now pendingM ~ -l 't£ ?1; k T · 
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Q. Of all the cases, what has been the longest and what has been 

the shortest? 

A. The Review Board began receiving cases in February, 1993. The 

first major case where the priest was removed from his parish 

within 48 hours occurred within the first few weeks in 1993. 

That case is still pending because there is a criminal 

prosecution in court. Other cases have been dismissed because 

there was~ n~ -·reasonable cause to suspect misconduct had 

occurred. ~re closed immediately. ~es in which there 

is reasonable cause to suspect misconduct are generally open 

for a long time and no one who has been removed under this 

process has ~et been returned to ministry. 

¥ ~ ~ ~ -c; ~ t; 4 !_.,_ c,Jl)_r11 Le ll (~ 

Q. Doesn't the Archdiocese just want to close the parish and 

reclaim the land? 

A. Absolutely not. The Archdiocese demonstrated its strong 

support for Holy Angels Parish in building a new church after 

the old church burned down in 1986. The Archdiocese continues 

to give strong support to the presence of Holy Angels Parish 

and School in the community. 
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Q. The parish is in desperate need of a pastor. What is the 

Archdiocese going to do about that? 

A. Cardinal Bernardin is very concerned about the pastoral needs 

of Holy Angels Parish. In order to address these needs at 

this time, Father has been named as full-time 

resident administrator. The Archdiocese is grateful for the 

fine :c;_r$e~y F . Dennis Riley~a Fr. Don Ehr. The fact 
;,t .A-u. ,.J.-,,...;::t- t!-L_ 

that d inistrator(rethe~ a new pasto~ is seing 

Efflf:lllliutod demonstrates ~ hope~- Fr. Calicott will 

eventually be able to return as pastor. 

Q. Why hasn't the Archdiocese kept the parish informed during the 

past year? We feel disregarded and disrespected. 

A. I sincerely apologize for any action or inaction on the part 

of the Archdiocese that may have caused people to feel 

disregarded or disrespected. There were some practical 

difficulties that may have contributed to this, however. One 

is the fact Father Calicott was 

and there was nothing to report during this time. Another is 
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that the case was being considered by the Review 

further factor is that there was no Vicar for over a year 

after Bishop Gregory was appointed to Belleville. Since his 

arrival in March, Bishop Murry has met with people from Holy 

Angels at least four or five times on this issue. I (TJP) + 
have also met with parishioners on a couple of occasions over 

the past year. We are here tonight to correct any gaps in our 

communication and to make sure your voices are heard. 

Q. The process doesn't have an adequate spiritual dimension. Why 

can't the Archdiocese have a process like the Canadian 

policies which allow for return for ministry? 

A. Our current policies and procedures follow the recommendations 

made by the Cardinal's Special Commission in 1992 and are 

~18 

meant to addre~e pastoral and spiritual d~ot_ -r:l_ 4 
child abuse as "eH oi\S 1:._ht(_afety of children/· l:/I fact, -;,,f .:::_ r;;:._ 
were the first diocese~blish a Victim Assistance ~~ ...... ~ 
Ministry. The Commission rec"eived extensive input before!:}}, 

recommendations and the Cardinal received broad ~ making ~t bil::DaR:. 

A. consultation before implementing the policies and procedures. 

Over the past three years, the Review Board has recommended 

some minor changes to the policies and procedures. Now, just 
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before he recently entered the hospital, cardinal Bernardin 

reconvened the Commission. He has asked them to review the 

policies and procedures in 1~%t_f ~~ _ _rJcommendati_?ns :n~~ 

'i• 1!ie made three years ago/ He hal";;i;;; ~C.' toe speak ,;«"' ~ 
~:;:::L:--11~ c; '. - ~ 

with persons and g~ups who ~~~:jjn interest in these policies~ 
~ .....-.v- - :....::t. ~-

and proceduresr'Thi would include alleged victims, priests ~ 

who have been accused, and parishes affected by the removal of 

a priest. 

Bishop Murry: 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. [Speaking to the parishioners:] 

We would now like to hear your thoughts in light of the 

information that has been presented. 

irr 
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Additional questions and answers (to be answ·ered only if asked) : 

Q. Didn't say that Fr. Calicott is not a risk? Why 

can't he come back now if he's not a risk? 

(and] 

Q. Fr. Calicott told us that said 

So what's the problem? 

A. There are many aspects of 

out of respect for Fr. 

Calicott's privacy, we don't think it fair or appropriate to 

discuss all the facets But I can assure 

you that the Review Board and the Cardinal consider every case 

thoroughly. 

Q. What about forgiveness? Jesus preached mercy and love. We 

forgive Father Calicott whatever he's done. So why can't he 

come back? 

A. "Forgiveness" and "risk to children" are separate issues. We 

certainly believe in forgiveness, but at the same time we must 

take all necessary steps to make sure that children will not 

be at risk. 

AOC 010448 



REVISED DRAFT June 21, 1995 
Statement to Holy Angels Parish Council 
Page 12 

Q. Isn't Fr. Calicott's removal an example racism? 

A. Since July 1991, 22 priests have been withdrawn from their 

assignments in the Archdiocese and put on administrative leave 

because of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. 

Father Calicott is the only one of the 22 to be African 

American. 
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Office of the Chancellor 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

BY MESSENGER 

Mr. Patrick G. Reardon 
Attorney at Law 
221 N. LaSalle St. 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Pat: 

June 26, 1995 

Enclosed is the proposed statement and responses to questions for the 
meeting of the Holy Angels Parish Council on Tuesday evening, June 27. The 
purpose of this meeting is to provide updated and accurate information to the 
parish regarding the pastoral needs of the parish in light of Fr. Calicott's 
situation and his possible return as pastor. 

Bishop George Murry met with Fr. Calicott last night. Fr. Calicott has 
read and agrees with the contents of the statement and responses with some minor 
changes. Fr. Calicott asked that you review these materials before the meeting 
actually takes place on Tuesday evening. 

If you have any questions, please call me. 

With ever best wish, I remain 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you for coming to this meeting tonight. Father Paprocki 

and I are here tonight in response to your request for information 

updating you about the situation regarding your pastor, Father John 

Calicott. I am here as the Episcopal Vicar for this area, and 

Father Paprocki is present as the Cardinal's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board. 

At the outset, I wish to acknowledge that this has been a very 

difficult matter for all involved, and I wish to express on behalf 

of the Archdiocese our gratitude for your patience. To begin, I 

will now ask Father Paprocki to speak since he has attended the 

meetings of the Review Board and has been involved in this case 

from its beginning. 

Father Paprocki: 

Thank you, Bishop Murry. Let me begin by addressing the 

primary question being asked by parishioners of Holy Angels Parish, 

namely, why hasn't Father Calicott been allowed to return as our 

pastor? 
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There are a number of factors which account for the delay in 

returning_Father Calicott immediately to Holy Angels Parish. First 

and foremost is the promise Cardinal Bernardin has made that the 

Archdiocese would not knowingly put children at risk of being 

abused. 

Second, Cardinal Bernardin has established a Review Board that 

studies and makes recommendations to him about return to ministry. 

The Review Board is requesting additional information in order to 

make a recommendation to Cardinal Bernardin about Father Calicott's 

possible return to Holy Angels Parish. 

Third, there is serious concern that many parishioners 

mistakenly believe that the allegations against Father Calicott are 

false. As Father Calicott has acknowledged, there is real 

substance to the allegations. This means that these are not mere 

allegations. In fact, Father Calicott has read this entire 

statement that I am making now and agrees with it. Consistent with 

this, the Review Board determined that there was reasonable cause 

to suspect that Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct 

with at least two minors. That being the case, the only way that 

Father Calicott could return to parish ministry would be for people 

in the parish to know the truth. This is necessary because the 

parishioners themselves would have to be willing to accept him back 
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in light of this truth and also act as monitors to make sure that 

this kind of misconduct does not occur again. 

We think it is hopeful that the Review Board still has this 

case under study and has left open the possibility of Father 

Calicott's return to Holy Angels. At the same time, we also think 

it important that parishioners have a better understanding of the 

process and of the situation of Father Calicott, and that we have 

a better understanding of how the parishioners feel about all of 

this in light of all things considered. 

Our Vicar General, Bishop Raymond Goedert, has discussed this 

with the Cardinal The 

Cardinal knows that a significant number of parishioners would like 

Father Calicott to return immediately. While he hopes that this 

may someday be possible, he regrets that it will not be possible 

immediately. He also hopes that you will understand that everyone 

in this process is acting in good faith. The whole point of the 

Review Board process is to provide for the safety of children. I 

can attest from having attended the Review Board meetings that this 

is their foremost consideration. 

Thank you for your attention and your consideration. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. Specifically, then, the Cardinal 

is asking two things: First, that we work with you to plan an 

appropriate way to communicate to Holy Angels parishioners and 

school parents an accurate understanding of the situation. Second, 

to let the Cardinal know how you and the other affected people feel 

about this matter in light of this understanding of the situation. 

It is important that we do this in a way that allows people to 

express their feelings honestly and freely. At the same time, we 

must all act in a way that is sensitive to the privacy of the 

victims and to the difficult and complex task of the Review Board, 

which will be considering Father Calicott's return to ministry. 

We would very much appreciate your thoughts and advi,ce on these 

points tonight. 

But first, I want you to know that I heard your questions when 

I last met with you. I have shared your concerns with Father 

Paprocki, and he would now like to address these specific 

questions. 
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Answers to questions previously submitted to Bishop Murry: 

Q. What is the difference between the case of Cardinal Bernardin 

and the case of Father Calicott? 

A. There are major differences in substance between the two 

cases. First, Cardinal Bernardin denied the allegation; 

Father Calicott admitted that there is real substance to the 

allegations. Second, Cardinal Bernardin's accuser, 11111111 
m, recanted his allegation; the accusations against Father 

Calicott have not been recanted. Third, in light of these 

first two factors, the Review Board in the Case of Cardinal 

Bernardin determined that there was not reasonable cause to 

suspect that he had engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor; 

in contrast, in the case of Father Calicott, the Review Board 

determined that there was reasonable cause to suspect that 

Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct with at least 

two minors. Accordingly, Father Calicott was placed on 

administrative leave. 

Q. Why was Fr. Calicott removed within 48 hours? Why was he not 

placed under "house arrest"? How was it possible to conduct 

an investigation in 48 hours? 
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A. Before the case was even referred to the Review Board, Father 

order to cooperate with the Church's investigation. He made 

this decision in consultation with the Vicar for Priests. So 

by the time the case reached the Review Board, Father Calicott 

had already left the rectory. 

Regarding the investigation in 48 hours, the Archdiocese's 

policies and procedures recognize that a complete 

investigation cannot be done that quickly. That is why the 

process is conducted in two stages. The first step is 

designed to determine what action is required immediately to 

provide for the safety of children. Father Calicott helped 

make this step easy by himself deciding to 11111111, 
The next step is what our policies and 

procedures call a First Stage Review. This took place after 

the Fitness Review AdlJl.in~r!. Steve sidlowski, interviewed 
~~(h 

the a.>e'H~ and received t e response from Father Calicott. 

The Review Board has not yet completed what it calls a Second 

Stage Review, in which it makes a more complete determination 

after additional information is received. ~ fas~, tbe seeeHd 

s~age review is 110w peHaiHEjoo ~ ~ ~ -ff4-. ;Iv. 

a~~~~~~ 
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Q. Of all the cases, what has been the longest and what has been 

the shortest? 

A. The Review Board began receiving cases in February, 1993. The 

first major case where the priest was removed from his parish 

within 48 hours occurred within the first few weeks in 1993. 

That case is still pending because there is a criminal 

prosecution in court. Other cases have been dismissed because 

there was no reasonable cause to suspect misconduct had 

occurred. They were closed immediately. Cases in which there 

is reasonable cause to suspect misconduct are generally open 

for a long time and no one who has been removed under this 

process has yet been returned to ministry. 

Q. Doesn't the Archdiocese just want to close the parish and 

A. 

reclaim the land? 

Absolutely not. The Archdiocese demonstrated its strong 

support for Holy Angels Parish in building a new church after 

the old church burned down in 1986. More than a year ago Fr. 

Calicott asked the Archdiocese to help him determine whether 

the existing rectory and convent, which are in some disrepair, 

should be renovated or whether alternatives sites in the area 
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Q. 

should be considered for purchase or development as a new 

rectory and convent. As a result, the Facilities Department 

of the Archdiocese inspected the existing buildings and the 

Property Department conducted a survey of other properties in 

the area and initiated contact with some property owners whom 

Fr. Calicott had identified as possibly being interested in 

selling their buildings. No determination was made and 

nothing further has happened on the project since Fr. Calicott 

went on administrative leave last year. The Archdiocese's 

cooperation with Fr. Calicott, however, reflects our strong 

commitment to the parish. The Archdiocese continues to give 

strong support to the presence of Holy Angels Parish and 

School in the community. Another sign of this commitment is 

the fact that the Archdiocese is currentlyt:ssisting in the 

renovation and expansion of the school facility.- a ft:j t 

The parish is in desperate need of a pastor. What is the 

Archdiocese going to do about that? 

A. cardinal Bernardin is very concerned about the pastoral needs 

of Holy Angels Parish. In order to address these needs at 

this time, Father has been named as full-time 
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resident administrator. The Archdiocese is grateful for the 

fine work done by Fr. Dennis Riley and Fr. Don Ehr. The fact 

that a new administrator rather than a new pastor is being 

appointed demonstrates the hope that Fr. Calicott will 

eventually be able to return as pastor. 

Q. Why hasn't the Archdiocese kept the parish informed during the 

past year? We feel disregarded and disrespected. 

A. I sincerely apologize for any action or inaction on the part 

of the Archdiocese that may have caused people to feel 

disregarded or disrespected. There were some practical 

difficulties that may have contributed to this, however. One 

is the fact Father Calicott was 

and there was nothing to report during this time. Another is 

that the case was being considered by the Review Board. A 

further factor is that there was no Vicar for over a year 

after Bishop Gregory was appointed to Belleville. Since his 

arrival in March, Bishop Murry has met with people from Holy 

Angels at least four or five times on this issue. I {TJP} 

have also met with parishioners on a couple of occasions over 

the past year. We are here tonight to correct any gaps in our 

communication and to make sure your voices are heard. 
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Q. The process doesn't have an adequate spiritual dimension. Why 

can't the Archdiocese have a process like the Canadian 

policies which allow for return for ministry? 

A. Our current policies and procedures fallow the recommendations 

made by the Cardinal's Special Commission in 1992 and are 

meant to address the pastoral and spiritual dimensions of 

child abuse as well as the safety of children. In fact, we 

were the first diocese to establish a Victim Assistance 

Ministry. The Commission received extensive input before 

making their recommendations and the Cardinal received broad 

consultation before implementing the policies and procedures. 

Over the past three years, the Review Board has recommended 

some minor changes to the policies and procedures. Now, just 

before he recently entered the hospital, Cardinal Bernardin 

reconvened the Commission. He has asked them to review the 

policies and procedures in light of the recommendations which 

were made three years ago. He has also asked them to speak 

with persons and groups who have an interest in these policies 

and procedures. This would include alleged victims, priests 

who have been accused, and parishes affected by the removal of 

a priest. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Are there any additional questions? 

Bishop Murry (after any additional questions have been answered): 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. [Speaking to the parishioners:] 

Again, the Cardinal is asking two things: First, that we work 

with you to plan an appropriate way to communicate to Holy 

Angels parishioners and school parents an accurate 

understanding of the situation. Second, to let the Cardinal 

know how you and the other affected people feel about this 

matter in light of this understanding of the situation. We 

would now like to hear your thoughts on these matters. 
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Additional questions and answers (to be answered only if asked): 

Q. Didn't say that Fr. Calicott is not a risk? Why 

can't he come back now if he's not a risk? 

[and] 

Q. Fr. Calicott told us that said 

so what's the problem? 

A. There are many aspects of 

out of respect for Fr. 

Calicott's privacy, we don't think it fair or appropriate to 

discuss all the facets But I can assure 

you that the Review Board and the Cardinal consider every case 

thoroughly. 

Q. What about forgiveness? Jesus preached mercy and love. We 

forgive Father Calicott whatever he's done. so why can't he 

come back? 

A. "Forgiveness" and "risk to children" are separate issues. we 

certainly believe in forgiveness, but at the same time we must 

take all necessary steps to make sure that children will not 

be at risk. 
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Q. Isn't Fr. Calicott's removal an example of racism? 

A. Since July 1991, 22 priests have been withdrawn from their 

assignments in the Archdiocese and put on administrative leave 

because of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. 

Father Calicott is the only one of the 22 to be African 

American. 
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STATEMENT TO BE MADE BY BISHOP MURRY & FATHER PAPROCKI 

TO THE PARISH COUNCIL AT HOLY ANGELS PARISH 

JUNE 27, 1995 

Bishop Murry: 

Thank you for coming to this meeting tonight. Father Paprocki 

and I are here tonight in response to your re!quest for information 

updating you about the situation regarding your pastor, Father John 

Calicott. I am here as the Episcopal Vicar for this area, and 

Father Paprocki is present as the Cardinal's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board. 

At the outset, I wish to acknowledge that this has been a very 

difficult matter for all involved, and I wish to express on behalf 

of the Archdiocese our gratitude for your patience. To begin, I 

will now ask Father Paprocki to speak since he has attended the 

meetings of the Review Board and has been involved in this case 

from its beginning. 

Father Paprocki: 

Thank you, Bishop Murry. Let me begin by addressing the 

primary question being asked by parishioners of Holy Angels Parish, 

namely, why hasn't Father Calicott been allowed to return as our 

pastor? 
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There are a number of factors which account for the delay in 

returning Father Calicott immediately to Holy Angels Parish. First 

and foremost is the promise Cardinal Bernardin has made that the 

Archdiocese would not knowingly put children at risk of being 

abused. 

Second, Cardinal Bernardin has established a Review Board that 

studies and makes recommendations to him about return to ministry. 

The Review Board is requesting additional information in order to 

make a recommendation to Cardinal Bernardin about Father Calicott' s 

possible return to Holy Angels Parish. 

Third, there is serious concern that many parishioners 

mistakenly believe that the allegations against Father Calicott are 

false. As Father Calicott has acknowledged, there is real 

substance to the allegations. This means that these are not mere 

allegations. In fact, Father Calicott has read this entire 

statement that I am making now and agrees with it. Consistent with 

this, the Review Board determined that there was reasonable cause 

to suspect that Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct 

with at least two minors. That being the case, the only way that 

Father Calicott could return to parish ministry would be for people 

in the parish to know the truth. This is necessary because the 

parishioners themselves would have to be willing to accept him back 
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in light of this truth and also act as monitors to make sure that 

this kind of misconduct does not occur again .. 

We think it is hopeful that the Review Board still has this 

case under study and has left open the possibility of Father 

Calicott's return to Holy Angels. At the same time, we also think 

it important that parishioners have a better understanding of the 

process and of the situation of Father Calicott, and that we have 

a better understanding of how the parishioners feel about all of 

this in light of all things considered. 

Our Vicar General, Bishop Raymond Goedert, has discussed this 

with the Cardinal The 

cardinal knows that a significant number of parishioners would like 

Father Calicott to return immediately. While he hopes that this 

may someday be possible, he regrets that it will not be possible 

immediately. He also hopes that you will understand that everyone 

in this process is acting in good faith. The whole point of the 

Review Board process is to provide for the safety of children. I 

can attest from having attended the Review Board meetings that this 

is their foremost consideration. 

Thank you for your attention and your consideration. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. Specifically, then, the cardinal 

is asking two things: First, that we work with you to plan an 

appropriate way to communicate to Holy Anqels parishioners and 

school parents an accurate understanding of the situation. Second, 

to let the Cardinal know how you and the other affected people feel 

about this matter in light of this understanding of the situation. 

It is important that we do this in a way that allows people to 

express their feelings honestly and freely. At the same time, we 

must all act in a way that is sensitive to the privacy of the 

victims and to the difficult and complex tas}c of the Review Board, 

which will be considering Father Calicott's return to ministry. 

We would very much appreciate your thoughts and advi.ce on these 

points tonight. 

But first; I want you to know that I heard your questions when 

I last met with you. I have shared your concerns with Father 

Paprocki, and he would now like to address these specific 

questions. 
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Answers to questions previously submitted to Bishop Murry: 

Q. What is the difference between the case of Cardinal Bernardin 

and the case of Father Calicott? 

A. There are major differences in substance between the two 

cases. First, Cardinal Bernardin denied the allegation; 

Father Calicott admitted that there is real substance to the 

allegations . Second, Cardinal Bernardin' s accuser, -

.. , recanted his allegation; the accusations against Father 

Calicott have not been recanted. Third, in light of these 

first two factors, the Review Board in the Case of Cardinal 

Bernardin determined that there was no1~ reasonable cause to 

suspect that he had engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor; 

in contrast, in the case of Father Calicott, the Review Board 

determined that there was reasonable cause to suspect that 

Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct with at least 

two minors. Accordingly, Father Calicott was placed on 

administrative leave. 

Q. Why was Fr. Calicott removed within 48 hours? Why was he not 

placed under "house arrest"? How was it possible to conduct 

an investigation in 48 hours? 
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A. Before the case was even referred to the Review Board, Father 

\ 

order to cooperate with the Church's investigation. He made 

this decision in consultation with the Vicar for Priests. so 

by the time the case reached the Review Board, Father Calicott 

had already left the rectory. 

Regarding the investigation in 48 hours, the Archdiocese's 

policies and procedures recognize that a complete 

investigation cannot be done that quickly. That is why the 

process is conducted in two stages. The first step is 

designed to determine what action is required immediately to 

provide for the safety of children. Father Calicott helped 

make this step easy by himself deciding to 11111111 
The next step is what our policie~~ 

procedures call a First Stage Review. This took place/after ~~ 
the Fitness Review Administrator, Steve Sidlowski, interviewed 

~he accusers and received the response from Father Calicott. 

o ~The Review Board has not yet completed what it calls a Second 

Stage 

after 

I stage 

Review, in which it makes a more co~ete detettJ:nation 

additional information is received. ~~ct,/th~ second 

revi~w is now pendingu -- _.,,L.....-.::( ~~ ~ k \ 
\ 
I 
\ 

\ 
"Tl rtp-
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Q. Of all the cases, what has been the longest and what has been 

the shortest? 

A. The Review Board began receiving cases in February, 1993. The 

first major case where the priest was rE~moved from his parish 

within 48 hours occurred within the first few weeks in 1993. 

That case is still pending because there is a criminal 

prosecution in court. Other cases have been dismissed because 

there was no reasonable cause to suspect misconduct had 

occurred. They were closed immediately. Cases in which there 

is reasonable cause to suspect misconduct are generally open 

for a long time and no one who has been removed under this 

process has yet been returned to ministry. 

Q. Ooesn' t the Archdiocese just want to close the parish and 

reclaim the land? 

A. Absolutely not. The Archdiocese demonstrated its strong 

support for Holy Angels Parish in building a new church after 

the old church burned down in 1986. More than a year ago Fr. 

Calicott asked the Archdiocese to help him determine whether 

the existing rectory and convent, which a.re in some disrepair, 

should be renovated or whether alternatives sites in the area 
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Q. 

should be considered for purchase or development as a new 

rectory and convent. As a result, the Facilities Department 

of the Archdiocese inspected the existing buildings and the 

Property Department conducted a survey of other properties in 

the area and initiated contact with somE~ property owners whom 

Fr. Calicott had identified as possibly being interested in 

selling their buildings. No determination was made and 

nothing further has happened on the project since Fr. Calicott 

went on administrative leave last year. The Archdiocese's 

cooperation with Fr. Calicott, however, reflects our strong 

commitment to the parish. The Archdiocese continues to give 

strong support to the presence of Holy Angels Parish and 

School in the community. Another sign of this commitment is 

the fact that the Archdiocese is currently assisting in the 

renovation and expansion of the school facility -- a project 

costing approximately $350,000. 

The parish is in desperate need of a pastor. What is the 

Archdiocese going to do about that? 

A. cardinal Bernardin is very concerned about the pastoral needs 

of Holy Angels Parish. In order to address these needs at 

this time, Father13Jc.- ,n(JL has been named as full-time 
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resident administrator. The Archdiocese is grateful for the 

fine work done by Fr. Dennis Riley and Fr. Don Ehr. The fact 

that a new administrator rather than a new pastor is being 

appointed demonstrates the hope that Fr. Calicott will 

eventually be able to return as pastor. 

Q. Why hasn't the Archdiocese kept the parish informed during the 

past year? We feel disregarded and disrespected. 

A. I sincerely apologize for any action or inaction on the part 

of the Archdiocese that may have caused people to feel 

disregarded or disrespected. There were some practical 

difficulties that may have contributed to this, however. One 

is the fact Father Calicott was 

and there was nothing to report during this time. Another is 

that the case was being considered by the Review Board. A 

further factor is that there was no Vicar for over a year 

after Bishop Gregory was appointed to B1~lleville. Since his 

arrival in March, Bishop Murry has met with people from Holy 

Angels at least four or five times on this issue. I (TJP) 

have also met with parishioners on a couple of occasions over 

the past year. We are here tonight to correct any gaps in our 

communication and to make sure your voices are heard. 
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Q. The process doesn't have an adequate spiritual dimension. Why 

can't the Archdiocese have a process like the Canadian 

policies which allow for return for ministry? 

A. Our current policies and procedures follow the recommendations 

made by the Cardinal's Special Commission in 1992 and are 

meant to address the pastoral and spiritual dimensions of 

child abuse as well as the safety of children. In fact, we 

were the first diocese to establish a Victim Assistance 

Ministry. The Commission received extensive input before 

making their recommendations and the Cardinal received broad 

consultation before implementing the policies and procedures. 

over the past three years, the Review Board has recommended 

some minor changes to the policies and procedures. Now, just 

before he recently entered the hospital, Cardinal Bernardin 

reconvened th<ytC~~ He has asked them to review the 

policies and p~uure~· in light of the recommendations which 

were made three years ago. He has also asked them to speak 

with persons and groups who have an interest in these policies 

and procedures. This would include alleged victims, priests 

who have been accused, and parishes affected by the removal of 

a priest. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Are there any additional questions? 

Bishop Murry (after any additional questions have been answered): 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. [Speaking to the parishioners:] 

Again, the Cardinal is asking two things: First, that we work 

with you to plan an appropriate way to communicate to Holy 

Angels parishioners and school parents an accurate 

understanding of the situation. Second, to let the Cardinal 

know how you and the other affected people feel about this 

matter in light of this understanding of the situation. We 

would now like to hear your thoughts on these matters. 
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Additional questions and answers (to be answered only if asked): 

Q. Didn't say that Fr. Calicott is not a risk? Why 

can't he come back now if he's not a risk? 

(and] 

Q. Fr. Calicott told us that said 

So what's the problem? 

A. There are many aspects of 

Out of respect for Fr. 

Calicott's privacy, we don't think it fair or appropriate to 

discuss all the facets But I can assure 

you that the Review Board and the Cardinal consider every case 

thoroughly. 

Q. What about forgiveness? Jesus preached mercy and love. We 

forgive Father Calicott whatever he's done. So why can't he 

come back? 

A. "Forgiveness" and "risk to children" are! separate issues. We 

certainly believe in forgiveness, but at the same time we must 

take all necessary steps to make sure that children will not 

be at risk. 
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Q. Isn't Fr. Calicott's removal an example of racism? 

A. Since July 1991, 22 priests have been withdrawn from their 

assignments in the Archdiocese and put on administrative leave 

because of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. 

Father Calicott is the only one of the 22 to be African 

American. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

MEMORANDUM 

File 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
June 27, 1995 

Telephone Conversation with 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

On Tuesday morning, June 27, 1995, I had a telephone conversation 
with I said I was calling to try to clarify an ambiguity that had 
been raised in our recent meeting involving 111111111111111· Bishop Goedert, Bishop 
Murry, Ralph Bonaccorsi, and myself. The ambiguity involved llll's assertion 
that he was the only person bringing an accusation and that 111111111111111 was only 
a corroborator to the abuse against 1111. 

I informed that after our meeting, I checked our files and the 
memo from Steve Sidlowski summarizing -'s initial allegation which indicated 
that was not only corroborating Father Calicott's abuse against 
..... but was also asserting that himself had been abused. The files 
also contained a memorandum from Steve Sidlowski summarizing his telephone 
conversation with confirming that - was not only aware of 
Father Calicott's but confirmed that he also had himself been 
abused by Father Calicott. 

I also clarified with - the phone conversation I had with -
when - said he wanted to recant his allegation against Father 

Calicott. I said that when I clarified with- that "recanting" means that 
something said previously is not true, -backed off from saying that he was 
recanting and, instead, said that he only wanted his name left out of this 
matter. 

said that he appreciated the distinction and that he would 
discuss this with -· 

I also informed 1111 that Bishop Murry and I would be meeting with 
the Holy Angels Parish Council this evening. I assured him that we would not 
mention any names or details, but that one of the main purposes of this meeting 
was to dispel the notion that the allegations against Father Calicott are false. 
- said he wanted me to know that he believes it is important for the 
parishioners to know the truth if they want Father Calicott to come back. He 
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said that he was a firm believer in the scriptural saying of Jesus, "the truth 
will set you free." 

The tone of our conversation was very calm and - said he was very 
appreciative of my phone call. 
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Additional questions and answers (to be answered only if asked): 

Q. Didn't say that Fr. Calicott is not a risk? Why 

can't he come back now if he's not a risk? 

(and] 

Q. Fr. Calicott told us that said 

So what's the problem? 

A. There are many aspects of 

Out of respect for Fr. 

Calicott's privacy, we don't think it fair or appropriate to 

discuss all the facets But I can assure 

you that the Review Board and the Cardinal consider every case 

thoroughly. 

Q. What about forgiveness? Jesus preached mercy and love. We 

forgive Father Calicott whatever he's done. So why can't he 

come back? 

A. "Forgiveness" and "risk to children" are separate issues. We 

certainly believe in forgiveness, but at the same time we must 

take all necessary steps to make sure that children will not 

be at risk. 
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Q. Isn't Fr. Calicott's removal an example of racism? 

A. Since July 1991, 22 priests have been withdrawn from their 

assignments in the Archdiocese and put on administrative leave 

because of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. 

Father Calicott is the only one of the 22 to be African 

American. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you for corning to this meeting tonight. Father Paprocki 

and I are here tonight in response to your rE~quest for information 

updating you about the situation regarding your pastor, Father John 

Calicott. I am here as the Episcopal Vicar for this area, and 

Father Paprocki is present as the Cardinal's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board. 

At the outset, I wish to acknowledge that this has been a very 

difficult matter for all involved, and I wish to express on behalf 

of the Archdiocese our gratitude for your patience. To begin, I 

will now ask Father Paprocki to speak since he has attended the 

meetings of the Review Board and has been involved in this case 

from its beginning. 

Father Paprocki: 

Thank you, Bishop Murry. Let me begin by addressing the 

primary question being asked by parishioners of Holy Angels Parish, 

namely, why hasn't Father Calicott been allowed to return as our 

pastor? 
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There are a number of factors which account for the delay in 

returning Father Calicott immediately to Holy Angels Parish. First 

and foremost is the promise Cardinal Bernardin has made that the 

Archdiocese would not knowingly put children at risk of being 

abused. 

Second, Cardinal Bernardin has established a Review Board that 

studies and makes recommendations to him about return to ministry. 

The Review Board is requesting additional information in order to 

make a recommendation to Cardinal Bernardin about Father Calicott's 

possible return to Holy Angels Parish. 

Third, there is serious concern that many parishioners 

mistakenly believe that the allegations against Father Calicott are 

false. As Father Calicott has acknowledged, there is real 

substance to the allegations. This means that these are not mere 

allegations. In fact, Father Calicott has read this entire 

statement that I am making now and agrees with it. Consistent with 

this, the Review Board determined that there. was reasonable cause 

to suspect that Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct 

with at least two minors. That being the case, the only way that 

Father Calicott could return to parish ministry would be for people 

in the parish to know the truth. This is necessary because the 

parishioners themselves would have to be willing to accept him back 
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in light of this truth and also act as monitors to make sure that 

this kind of misconduct does not occur again. 

We think it is hopeful that the Review Board still has this 

case under study and has left open the possibility of Father 

Calicott's return to Holy Angels. At the same time, we also think 

it important that parishioners have a better understanding of the 

process and of the situation of Father Calicott, and that we have 

a better understanding of how the parishioners fe~l about all.of 

this in light of all things considered. 

our Vicar General, Bishop Raymond Goedert, has discussed this 

with the Cardinal The 

cardinal knows that a significant number of parishioners would like 

Father Calicott to return immediately. While he hopes that this 

may someday be possible, he regrets that it will not be possible 

immediately. He also hopes that you will understand that everyone 

in this process is acting in good faith. The whole point of the 

Review Board process is to provide for the safety of children. I 

can attest from having attended the Review Board meetings that this 

is their foremost consideration. 

Thank you for your attention and your consideration. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. Specifically, then, the Cardinal 

is asking two things: First, that we work with you to plan an 

appropriate way to communicate to Holy An1~els parishioners and 

school parents an accurate understanding of the situation. Second, 

to let the Cardinal know how you and the other affected people feel 

about this matter in light of this understanding of the situation. 

It is important that we do this in a way that allows people to 

express their feelings honestly and freely. At the same time, we 

must all act in a way that is sensitive to the privacy of the 

victims and to the difficult and complex tas:lc of the Review Board, 

which will be considering Father Calicott's return to ministry. 

We would very much appreciate your thoughts and advice on these 

points tonight. 

But first, I want you to know that I heard your questions when 

I last met with you. I have shared your concerns with Father 

Paprocki, and he would now like to address these specific 

questions. 
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Answers to questions previously submitted to Bishop Murry: 

Q. What is the difference between· the case of Cardinal Bernardin 

and the case of Father Calicott? 

A. There are major differences in substance between the two 

cases. First, Cardinal Bernardin denied the allegation; 

Father Calicott admitted that there is real substance to the 

allegations. Second, cardinal Bernardin's accuser, -

-' recanted his allegation; the accusations against Father 

Calicott have not been recanted. Third, in light of these 

first two factors, the Review Board in the Case of Cardinal 

Bernardin determined that there was not reasonable cause to 

suspect that he had engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor; 

in contrast, in the case of Father Calicott, the Review Board 

determined that there was reasonable cause to suspect that 

Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct with at least 

two minors. Accordingly, Father Calicott was placed on 

administrative leave. 

Q. Why was Fr. Calicott removed within 48 hours? Why was he not 

placed under "house arrest"? How was it possible to conduct 

an investigation in 48 hours? 
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A. Before the case was even referred to the Review Board, Father 

order to cooperate with the Church's investigation. He made 

this decision in consultation with the Vicar for Priests. So 

by the time the case reached the Review Board, Father Calicott 

had already left the rectory. 

Regarding the investigation in 48 hours, the Archdiocese's 

policies and procedures recognize that a complete 

investigation cannot be done that quickly. That is why the 

process is conducted in two stages. The first step is 

designed to determine what action is rE~quired immediately to 

provide for the safety of children. Father Calicott helped 

make this step easy by himself deciding to 

The next step .. is what our policies and 

procedures call a First Stage Review. This took place after 

the Fitness Review Administrator, Steve Sidlowski, interviewed 

the parties regarding the allegations and received the 

response from Father Calicott. The Review Board has not yet 

completed what it calls a Second Stage Review, in which it 

makes a more complete determination after additional 

information is received. The fact that the Second Stage 

Review is now pending is significant to the gathering here 

tonight. 
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Q. Of all the cases, what has been the longest and what has been 

the shortest? 

A. The Review Board began receiving cases in February, 1993. The 

first major case where the priest was n:~moved from his parish 

within 48 hours occurred within the first few weeks in 1993. 

That case is still pending because there ·is a criminal 

prosecution in court. Other cases have been dismissed because 

there was no reasonable cause to suspect misconduct had 

occurred. They were closed immediately. Cases in which there 

is reasonable cause to suspect misconduct are generally open 

for a long time and no one who has been removed under this 

process has yet been returned to ministry. 

Q. Doesn't the Archdiocese just want to close the parish and 

reclaim the land? 

A. Absolutely not. The Archdiocese demonstrated its strong 

support for Holy Angels Parish in building a new church after 

the old church burned down in 1986. More than a year ago Fr. 

Calicott asked the Archdiocese to help him determine whether 
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the existing rectory and convent, which are in some disrepair, 

should be renovated or whether alternatives sites in the area 

should be considered for purchase or development as a new 

rectory and convent. As a result, the Facilities Department 

of the Archdiocese inspected the existing buildings and the 

Property Department conducted a survey of other properties in 

the area and initiated contact with some property owners whom 

Fr. Calicott had identified as possibly being interested in 

selling their buildings. No determination·· was made and 

nothing further has happened on the project since Fr. Calicott 

went on administrative leave last year. The Archdiocese's 

cooperation with Fr. Calicott, however, reflects our strong 

commitment to the parish. The Archdioc:ese continues to give 

strong support to the presence of Holy Angels Parish and 

School in the community. Another sign of this commitment is 

the fact that the Archdiocese is currently assisting in the 

renovation and expansion of the school facility. 

Q. The parish is in desperate need of a pastor. What is the 

Archdiocese going to do about that? 
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A. Cardinal Bernardin is very concerned about the pastoral needs 

of Holy Angels Parish. In order to address these needs at 

this time, Father Robert Miller is being named as full-time 

resident administrator, effective July 15. Fr. Miller is 45 

years old and for the past five years has been serving as 

Associate Pastor at St. Joachim Parish on the South Side at 

91st and Cottage Grove. The Archdiocese is grateful for the 

fine work done by Fr. Dennis Riley and Fr. Don Ehr. The fact 

that a new administrator rather than a new pastor is being 

appointed demonstrates the hope that Fr. Calicott will 

eventually be able to return as pastor. 

Q. Why hasn't the Archdiocese kept the parish informed during the 

past year? We feel disregarded and disrespected. 

A. I sincerely apologize for any action or inaction on the part 

of the Archdiocese that may have ca.used people to feel 

disregarded or disrespected. There were some practical 

difficulties that may have contributed to this, however. One 

is the fact Father Calicott was 

and there was nothing to report during this time. Another is 

that the case was being considered by the Review Board. A 
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further factor is that there was no Vicar for over a year 

after Bishop Gregory was appointed to Belleville. Since his 

arrival in March, Bishop Murry has met with people from Holy 

Angels at least four or five times on this issue. I (TJP) 

have also met with parishioners on a couple of occasions over 

the past year. We are here tonight to correct any gaps in our 

communication and to make sure your voices are heard. 

Q. The process doesn't have an adequate spiritual dimension. Why 

can't the Archdiocese have a process like the Canadian 

policies which allow for return for ministry? 

A. our current policies and procedures follow the recommendations 

made by the Cardinal's Special Commission in 1992 and are 

meant to address the pastoral and spiritual dimensions of 

child abuse as well as the safety of children. In fact, we 

were the first diocese to establish a Victim Assistance 

Ministry. The Commission received extensive input before 

making their recommendations and the Cardinal received broad 

consultation before implementing the policies and procedures. 

over the past three years, the Review Board has recommended 

some minor changes to the policies and procedures. Now, just 

before he recently entered the hospital, Cardinal Bernardin 
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reconvened the Commission. He has asked them to review the 

policies and procedures in light of the recommendations which 

were made three years ago. He has also asked them to speak 

with persons and groups who have an interest in these policies 

and procedures. This would include alleged victims, priests 

who have been accused, and parishes affected by the removal of 

a priest. 

Bishop Murry: 

Are there any additional questions? 

Bishop Murry (after any additional questions have been answered): 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. [Speaking to the parishioners:] 

Again, the Cardinal is asking two things:: First, that we work 

with you to plan an appropriate way to communicate to Holy 

Angels parishioners and school parents an accurate 

understanding of the situation. Second, to let the Cardinal 

know how you and the other affected people feel about this 

matter in light of this understanding of the situation. We 

would now like to hear your thoughts on these matters. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

Mr. Patrick G. Riordan 
Attorney At Law 
221 N. LaSalle St., Ste. #1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear Pat: 

June 28, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Enclosed is a copy of the final text of the statement of Bishop Murry 
and myself to the Parish Council at Holy Angels Parish on June 27, 1995. 

For the most part, the meeting went very well. We made significant 
progress toward planning steps to get accurate information to the wider parish 
cooununity and to receive their feedback. Bishop Murry and I have agreed to 
return on July 5 to meet with the same people who were present on June 27. At 
the July 5 meeting, we will plan in greater detail the steps to be taken in 
communicating with the wider parish community. 

Our tentative plans currently call for a member of the Parish Council 
to make a presentation at all the Masses on Sunday, July 9, reading the text used 
by Bishop Murry and myself on June 27. The only addition they asked for was the 
inclusion of a reference to the fact that the misconduct occurred eighteen years 
ago. Bishop Murry and I said that we did not see any objection to including this 
reference. The members of the Parish Council thought that it would be good for 
someone from the Archdiocese to be present when this statement is read to the 
parishioners. 

After this, the tentative plan would be for Bishop Murry to return 
to Holy Angels Parish on Sunday, July 23 to receive the feedback from the 
parishioners. 

As we discussed over the telephone, we have concurred that it will 
for Father Calicott to This is due to the 

In addition, Father 
Calicott and you have orally indicated to Bishop Murry and myself that you have 
read the statement and responses and that you agree with its contents and its 
presentation to the Parish Pastoral Council at Holy Angels Parish. Nevertheless, 
I still believe that it would be helpful for the credibility of the presentation 
to the parish and eventually to the Review Board for there to be a written 
statement from Father Calicott indicating that he has read the statement of 
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Attorney At Law 
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Bishop Murry and myself and agrees with its contents. 

If you have any questions, please give me a call. I am hopeful that 
we are beginning to make some progress in moving this matter forward. Your 
prayers and assistance in this matter are very much appreciated. 

With every best wish, I remain 

cc: Reverend John Calicott 
Msgr. Koenig Hall 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~,,~., c;.~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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Phone Call from Rev. John Calicott: 6-28-95 

- John Calicott returned my call from 6-27-95. I asked John 
why he hasn't been calling during the day. He stated "I 

usually don't leave the retreat house until 10:00 or 11:00 a.m." 
I told John Calicott that he must call in every 4 hrs. and that our 
Office is open from 9:00 a.m. until 4:45 p.m. I also asked John 
Calicott if he was going to 

- John Calicott informed me that he would have to speak with his 
attorney Pat Reardon. John stated 

me on this matter. 

- John Calicott also reported to me that he would be sending a 

I also informed John that upon the receipt of 
statement that I would need to discuss it with the Board and 
Rev. Tom Paprocki. 

Phone Call from Rev. John Calicott: 6-29-95 

- John Calicott called to day to let me know that his Attorney Pat 
Reardon needed more time to think about •••••••••••llliill•• 11111111· John stated that the Board has been highly critical of the 

He also stated that he has felt 
"Burned" by the Board in this process. He informed me that he 

be sendin 

- I also asked John if he was 
..... He stated that the Board did not reque 
and that the Cardinal did. He would send 
Cardinal Bernardin. 

- He also requested to stay overnight at his brother's house on 
July 4. His request was granted with the reminders of his 
protocol. 
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MS BERNADETTE CONNOLLY 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 
FITNESS REVIEW 
1 EAST SUPERIOR 
SUITE 504 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Bernadette, 

JUNE 29, 1995 

Grace and peace in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for your attentions to this matter, Bernadette. And, on a personal note, thank you for 
being one of the clearly human faces in this matter. It has meant much to me. 

With fondest best wishes, I remain, 

In the peace of Christ, 

~ 
John Calicott 

P.S. I hope I spelled your name correctly. I can't believe that in all the materials which I have 
I don't have your full name somewhere!! 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

June 30, 1995 

Dear Father Miller: 

Posr Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-63 79 

Due to the administrative leave of Father John Calicott, Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish, the parish is in need of a temporary administrator. In accord 
with canons 539 and 540, I am pleased to appoint you as Parochial Administrator 
of Holy Angels Parish, Chicago. You will be succeeding Father Donald J. Ehr, 
S.V.D., who has graciously served in this capacity for the past several months. 
This appointment will be effective July 15, 1995, and will continue until the 
status of Father Calicott's administrative leave is resolved. Enclosed are our 
Archdiocesan guidelines for administrators of parishes. 

Bob, I am very grateful for your willingness to take on this added 
ministry. Your experience in the African-American conununity will be most helpful 
as you take up this new responsibility. I am confident that the parishioners and 
in particular the Parish Pastoral Council will welcome you and assist you in 
whatever way needed. Be assured also of my own encouragement and prayerful 
support. 

With gratitude for your cooperation and with cordial good wishes, I remain 

~c;.P~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Reverend Robert J. Miller 
St. Joachim Parish 
700 E. 9lst Street 
Chicago, IL 60619 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

JK,,d ~. ~ 
C/:J~b~shop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General•·' 
./ 

Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Reverend Lawrence M. Duris, Dean, Deanery 14 
Reverend Donald J. Ehr, S. V. D., Parochial Administrator, Holy Angels Parish 
Reverend Frank M. Sasso, Pastor, St. Joachim Parish 
Reverend Jeremiah M. Boland, Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
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4. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/07/1995 

k) 

I) 

m) 

n) Robert Miller '76: The Cardinal has appointed Bob [Associate at St. Joachim] 
to be Administrator of Holy Angels, effective 07/15/95 until the status of John 
Calicott's '74 [Pastor] administrative leave is decided. 

m) 

4 
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5. 

6. 

7. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/07/1995 

Page 349 

m) 

n) Robert Miller '76: The Cardinal has appointed Bob [Associate at St. 

m) 

Joachim] as Administrator of Holy Angels, effective 07/15/95 until the 
status of John Calicott's '74 [Pastor] administrative leave is decided. 

3 
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STATEMENT OF THE 
HOLY ANGELS PASTORAL COUNCIL TO THE PARISH 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 1995 

PB ELUDE: 

Let us begin by addressing the primary question asked by parishioners of our parish, 

namely "Why hasn't Father Calicott been allowed to return as our pastor?" 

There is a serious concern among some members of the Review Board that many 

parishioners mistakenly believe that the allegations against Father Calicott are false. The 

only way that Father Calicott could return to parish ministry would be for the people of 

the parish to know the truth. This is necessary because we, the parishioners, would have 

to be willing to accept him back in light of this truth and also act as monitors to make 

surie that this kind of misconduct does not occur again. As Father Calicott has 

acknowledged, there is substance to these allegations. This means that these are not 

mere allegations. In fact, Father Calicott has read this entire statement that we are 

making now and agrees with it. Consistent with this, the Review Board determined that 

there was reasonable cause t sus ec that Father Calicott had engaged in s~ual 

misconduct with two minors. It is important to point out, however, that these events 

Furred 19 years ago and there have been no allegations or evidence of sexual 

~:::onduct since that time. 

Our Vicar General, Bishop Raymond E. Goedert, has discussed this matter with the 

Cardinal . The Cardinal knows that a significant number 

of parishioners would like Father Calicott to return immediately. The Cardinal hopes that 

this may some day be possible. 

In order for you to personally address your viewpoint on the possibility of Father 

Calicott's return, our Vicar, Bishop Murry will be available after each mass on Sunday, 

July 23, in the rectory basement. Bishop Murry will then prepare a formal report of yo~r 

viewpoints for the Review Board. Please take the next two weeks to think about your 

feelings regarding Father Calicott's possible return. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Pro~essional ~e~ponsibility ,, ., , 
Office of Assistance M1rustry \. / 

Written Reoort from Ralph Bonaccorsi 

July 10, 1995 

- Holy Angels Parish - On Sunday afternoon, July 9, Ralph spoke with 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751 - 8256/8267 
(312) 751 - 8307 (Fax) 

a member of Holy Angels' parish council, who read the statement at the Masses on Sunday. 

His comments are summarized: 

The parishioners took the statement very well; 

Most were not surprised by the admission ~ said that most parishioners 

really knew the truth); 

People at the 9:30 a. m. Mass applauded (for John); 

People were invited to sign a statement supporting John's return to ministry. 
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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
CLIENT INFORMATION SHEET 

FILE: 
Opened · 3-31-95 
Closed 

1. NAME: John W. Calicott 
S.S.#-

BIRTHDAY: --

2. RESIDENCE: ADDRESS: 

Koenig Hall P.O. Box 455 Mundelein. IL. 

3. MINISTRY: STATUS: 
Pastor · Holy Angels Withdrawn 

4. ALLEGATION(S): 
Date Date of Offense(sJ SexlAge 

3-31-94 St. Ailbe's · 1975 M · 12 yrs. 
4.5.94 St. Ailbe's · 1975 M · 14 yrs. 

Unknown Teenage M 

REVIEW STATUS: 
1st Stage · 4-6-94 
2nd Stage · 1-21-95.3-18-95.8-12-95 
Supp. Rev. 

ORDAINED: 197 4 

DATES: 

11-94 to 

DATES: 
4-6-94 

Credibilg 
Yes No 

_x_ 
_x_ 

5. GENERAL NATURE OF ALLEGATION(S): Oral sex · mutual administration and kissing to at least two teenage boys in orivate 
rectory quarters over at least 2 years: over 20 occasions to one boy, least a "few" occasions to a 2nd teenage boy: 
alleged unsuccessful attempt suggested against 3rd teenage boy around same time. 

&. OTHER PROllLEMS/CONCERNS DURING MINISTRY: No sexual misconduct with minor allegations before these. per Vicar Rev. 
Pat O'Malley. 

8. 

7-10-95 
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EDUCATION: 

MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS: 
St. Ailbe Parish. Chicago · Associate 5/8/74 · 6/80 
Holy Name of Mary Parish. Chicago · Associate 6/9/80 · 10/27/91 
(Dean of Deanery #10, Vicariate VI · 4/1 /84 
Holy Angels Parish. Chicago · Pastor 10/27/91 

FAMILY COMPOSITION: 
Parents: Father deceased: Mother lives in Mississiopi 
Siblings: 1 brother. 1 sister 

MONITORS: 
'f"r. ~~ ~ ~ tl1t-hh"t'l 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS: 
1st Brother 
2nd Sister 

7-10-95 

Relationship Brother 
Relationship =S i=st=er=---

Home# 
Home# 

-1F 

PHONE: 

Work# 
Work# 
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JULY 11, 1995 

REVEREND PATRICK J O'MALLEY 
OFFICE OF VICAR FOR PRIESTS 
645 N MICHIGAN AVENUE 
SUITE 543 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Pat, 

Grace and peace in cur Lord and Savior Jesus Ch:ist. 

A few weeks ago I happened to peruse a copy of the newsletter, Brothers in Christ which comes 
from your office. It was a nicely done issue. However the issue did bring to my attention a few 
matters which have me concerned. 

As one withdrawn from ministry, I cannot personally say that I am overly concerned about 
compensation. The archdiocese appears to go out of its way to care for men in my situation. 
However, there are certain matters which I feel are matters of principle. If, canonically, a man 
is a pastor, how does the archdiocese justify the "basic monthly salary of an associate." Too, 
while I cannot speak for the other men here in Koenig hall, due to the living arrangements, I 
put far more miles on my vehicle now than I ever did when I was in the parish. This, though 
according to the compensation guidelines for priests withdrawn from ministry, I am not to 
receive a transportation allowance. 

These things are troubling. However, Pat, to my mind the most: disturbing matter in the above 
mentioned compensation guidelines is the "obligation to assist the archdiocese in paying for costs 
resulting from that misconduct. " I know that you do not like to hear me say it, but the fact is 
that I feel that I got very little out of my experience However, I did learn, 
I feel, some very significant things . My sense is that, for 
those men who are pedophiles and ephebophiles, this is truly an addiction. This makes it an 
illness. One might then argue that, unless this same compensation demand is placed on those 
with similar addictive illnesses, say, alcoholism, gambling attentions, overeating, etc., it cannot 
help but to be seen as, somehow, punitive to those who are pedophiles or ephebophiles. Indeed, 
a couple of the men I have encountered during my tenure here in Koenig hall have hinted at such 
feelings. 

If, indeed, the compensation demands are the same for those with other addictive illnesses, then 
I feel that this should be expressed more clearly. If, on the other hand, there is an inequity here, 
might I suggest that efforts be made to correct it and that a more palatable way be found to 
express what is probably a just thing, namely, that individuals, in some sense, should be 
responsible for part of their own health care. Say, maybe a type of "deductible" similar to what 

AOC 010503 



is done for physical health care. I don't know. I do know that I took rather deep umbrage at 
reading it as presently stated. Too, if not already done, it would seem that some thought also 
must be given to cases like mine where, essentially, it remains unclear whether or not• 
-·de facto, was needed. 

Finally, Pat, I noticed that we here in Koenig Hall do not have our names listed under "Our 
Brothers in Nursing & Retirement Homes." Obviously, Koenig Hall is neither a "nursing" or, 
hopefully, "retirement" home. However, the stay here is obviously quite extended. I realize that 
it is a sensitive issue and some of the brothers here may not want their names published. 
However, I feel that I can use all the prayer and support that I can get from the presbyterate. 
Maybe there could be an addition to the title along the lines of, say, "and Other Health Care 
Facilities". And those here in Koenig Hall who wish to can have their names listed so that the 
presbyterate can remember them in prayer and more readily know how to contact them. 

Pat, I know that you probably get tired of my damned bellyaching. But, hell, with all the time 
that I now have on my hands, I actually f~ starting to read some of the stuff you people 
send out (Oh, shudder! I probably need- now more than I ever did!). 

Peace, 

ff 
John Calicott 
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. Post Officr Box 197'/ 
. Chicago, Illinois 606\10 

Office of the Archbishop 

July 12, 1995 

Dear Don: 

As you complete your temporary assignment as parochial 
administrator of Holy Angels Parish, I am writing to express my deep 
appreciation to you for having taken on this additional 
responsibility. The pastoral care of any parish is not easy, but 
the present circumstances of Holy Angels Parish made this task 
especially challenging. 

Don, I am sure that you are happy to be able to return 
your undivided attention to Saint Elizabeth Parish. Please know of 
my gratitude and my prayers for you in your ministry. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Donald J. Ehr, S.V.D. 
Saint Elizabeth Parish 
50 East 4lst Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Sine~ yours in Chris 

A{J;~ Chicago 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

July 15, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomae Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

* The Review Board approved the Minutes of the June 17, 1995 
meeting pending Bishop Goedert's notes to the Cardinal. 

* Cardinal Bernardin formally accepted the Review Board's 
recommendation of Bernadette Connolly as the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator effective July 1st, 1995. 

A} Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.}: 

Pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process for Continuation 
of Minist·ry, the Board continued the Second Stage Review. Fr. 
Thomas Paprocki presented an informative report of the meeting that 
Bishop George Murry and Fr. Thomas Paprocki attended at Holy Angels 
Parish with the Parish Council Members. The Parish Council 
prepared a written statement that was read at each Mass on July 9, 
1995. Bishop Murry will be attending each Mass on July 23, 1995 to 
receive feedback from the parishioners in regards to the statement 
that was read at Holy Angels. Bishop Murry will be providing an 
informational report to the Board at its August 12, 1995 meeting. 
Fr. Paprocki also informed the Board that a new Administrator has 
been appointed to Holy Angels. Fr. Robert Miller will serve as 
Administrator beginning July 15, 1995. 

The Professional Fitness Review Administrator distributedllll 
The PFRA informed the Board that 

our Office had not yet received··················· 
••••••••••••••••• even though the Administrator had 
requested this information from J.C. J.C. would not -
............... until his attorney returned from his vacation. The 
Board felt that since they were not a part of the process of 

that our Office should not 

T e B 1 sted-
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PFR-13 (J.C.) continued 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

7/17/95 

I always get a wee bit anxious when you get on your 
typewriter and start writing out your thoughts. I don't always 
know here it ~s going, but let me try to craft a response to your 
most recent missive. 

Initially the question of compensation for men removed from 
ministry was a thorny question. At the Cardinal's direction, we 
consulted the executive board of the Priests' Council and they 
suggested calling together a panel of three pastors to think it 
out. That we did. Their recommendations were run before the 
executive board again and then given to the cardinal. That's the 
origin of these recommendations. 

1. With regard to your observation about associate vs. 
pastor salary when a man is still canonically a pasta:, you are 
right. As a result you have been and continue to receive a 
pastor's salary. All the other men are receiving associate's 
salary. 

2. The small group of peer pastors who worked up the 
recommendations for compensation felt that, because a man is not 
in ministry, he should not receive the transportation allowance 
for ministry. Exception was made for his trips for 1111111111 legal 
work, doctor's appointments, etc. and if he still had a payment 
on his car. 

3. John, far more money is spent and will be spent on men 
who have been involved in misconduct with minors than is spent on 
men who have had misconduct stemming from other addictions. 
Typically the latter do not remain on our payroll for a long 
time. Nor is the cost of their supervision and after-care as 
expensive. In these other age-appropriate misconduct cases, we 
also ask for contributions from the man himself. 

It should also be noted that not all those with other 
addictions end up in misconduct. 

In cases of misconduct with minors, costs are administrative 
(Fitness Review Office, Victim Assistance Office, our office), 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

legal (including outside legal costs), , and sometimes 
resulting from hefty settlements. These costs are ongoing and 
there is no way of predicting how much they will continue to cost 
the archdiocese in the future. 

With those thoughts in mind, the three pastor panel 
suggested a simple pay deduction of 10% from the total of a man's 
base salary and his increment. They recognize the possible 
addictive aspect of a man's behavior, but they also see that, 
despite the presence of the addiction, the man is somewhat 
responsible for the ongoing consequences of his behavior and 
should have to face that fact in a realistic way. 

4. With regard to the issue of asking for prayers for the 
men at Koenig, it's a point well made and I will certainly 
include that intention in future issues of the newsletter. 

So there you have it, John, not too many notes after all. 
Thanks for taking the time to write. I suspect my answers won't 
totally satisfy, but they may help you understand the reasoning 
behind the present policies. 

Take care and I keep you daily in my prayers. 

Fraternally yours, 
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FILE PFR-13 

Phone Call from Rev. John Calicott: July 18, 1995 

with John Calicott regarding the Review Board's July 
Specifically, we· talked about 

informed John Calicott that the 

John Calicott became very defensive about the matter. He stated 
the following: "The Cardinal requested 

My lawyer Pat Reardon is on vacation in Ireland until 
the end of the month. I will not ••••••••••••without my 
Attorney. I'm not playing games anymore with this Board. You 
(B. C.) were not around for all of this stuff. I feel more 
comfortable now that you are." 

I (B.C.) told John Calicott that the next Review Board meeting is 
scheduled for August 12, 1995 and that the likelihood of completing 
his Second Stage Review would be at that meeting. I advised John 
Calicott that the more information that he provides to the Board 
the quicker the Second Stage Review can be completed. I asked John 
Calicott why he wouldn't release positive reports to the Board. He 
stated again "Since you're there perhaps I will." I informed John 
that I am not part of the Board's determinations or recommendations 
and that my job is to convey oral and written reports to them. I 
also advised John that he should speak with Pat O'Malley since his 
lawyer is out of the country. John stated that he would speak with 
Pat O'Malley and follow-up at a later time. 
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DRAFT #2 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Date: July 19, 1995 

Re: Reverend John Calicott 

Following continuation of the Second Stage Review at the Review Board's 
meeting on March 18, 1995, Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination 
that it was not reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at that time. 
The Cardinal also accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott's current 
individual protocol remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that 
the Board further determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt 
of additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, including the possibility of return to parish 
ministry at Holy Angels Parish. The Cardinal also made some suggestions as to 
points that the Review Board might consider in determining whether Father 
Calicott should be returned to ministry. 
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DRAFT #2 

In addition, enclosed is the statement read by the Holy Angels Parish 
Council at all the Masses at Holy Angels on July 9. Bishop Murry was present for 
several hours at Holy Angels Parish on July 23 to receive feedback from 
parishioners and school parents individually and as a group. He will ·be 
available to appear at the Review Board's meeting on August 12 to summarize this 
information. 

Accordingly, the Review Board is asked to make a definitive determination 
and recommendation to the Archbishop in accord with Article 4. ll(d) regarding the 
following question: 

Vltether it is reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry in view 
of all the facts and circumstances, giving appropriate consideration 
to the safety of children and the rights of the priest, or whether his 
withdrawal from ministry should continue; if his withdrawal should 
not continue, whether any restrictions should be imposed on him in his 
return to ministry. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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To: 

cc: 

DRAFT 

MEMORANDUM 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George v. Hurry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. o•Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Date: July 19, 1995 

Re: Reverend John calicott 

Following continuation of the Second Stage Review at the Review Board's 
meeting on March 18, 1995, Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination 
that it was not reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at that time. 
The Cardinal also accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott'& current 
individual protocol remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that 
the Board further determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt 1 
of additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, includil'!g the possibility c;>f ret~rn .to p~i~ 
minis~~X at Holy Angels Parish. 1l,,. ~at.--~~~-~-~ lkiA-f;rtt:.~ 4--Sl. 

().....~"" (~~;,.~-t;.~to~,~~/~~~~~ ~· 
1 Now, as the Archbishop's irn to the Review Bo3~,dJt-.,I am writing on "~ 

behalf of Cardinal Bernardin to th~~o-!'!~close the Second Stage f.J~ " J 

Review at its meeting on August 12, 1995. 1-n se, Father Calicott has 
been asked, as the Board requested at its meeting on July 15, 1995, to provide 

In addition, enclosed is the statement read by the Holy Angels Parish 
Council at all the Masses at Holy Angels on July 9. Bishop Murry was present for 
several hours at Holy Angels Parish on July 23 to receive feedback from J 
parishioners and school parents individually and as a group. He will be pr: t ~-la 
~ the Review Board's meeting on August 12 to summarize this informatio~ . ~~ 

t Dfl(J : ' -J4 ~b~ l~ ~O> &'i° 1 ; i' M ~ 1h4- ti,;; ~ i~ Jr~ ,Y-
ts Jls !;;t:Jo "- • 
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DRAFT 

Accordingly, the Review Board is asked to make a definitive determinationand 
reconunendation to the Archbishop in accord with Article 4.ll(d) regarding the 
following question: 

Whether it i• reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry in view 
of all the facts and circumstances, giving appropriate consideration 
to the safety of children and the rights of the priest, or whether bis 
withdrawal froa ainistry should continue; if his withdrawal should 
not continue, whether any restrictions should be imposed on him in bis 
return to ministry. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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Page 365 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07128/1995 

3. Holy Angels: Bishop Murry met with parishioners recently to 
announce the appointment of Robert Miller 76 as Administrator. This 
was needed due to the fact that Fr. Donald Er1r SVD was completing 
his term as administrator. Parishioners are almost unanimous in their 
hope that John Calicott '78 [former Pastor) would soon return to the 
pastorate. This issue is continuing to be studied by the Diocesan 
Review Board. 

VI Old Business: None discussed. 

Vil New Business: None discussed. 

VIII Adjournment: 1:35 P .M. 
MOTION: 6-0-0 

4 
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DRAFT 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Date: August 2, 1995 

Re: Reverend John Calicott 

Following continuation of the Second Stage Review at the Review Board's 
meeting on March 18, 1995, Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination 
that it was not reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at that time. 
The Cardinal also accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott's current 
individual protocol remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that 
the Board further determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt 
of additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, including the possibility of return to parish 
ministry at Holy Angels Parish. The Cardinal also made some suggestions as to 
points that the Review Board might consider in determining whether Father 
Calicott should be returned to ministry. 

In light of Father Calicott' s request to return to ministry and the 
Archdiocese's responsibility to address pressing pastoral concerns at Holy Angels 
Parish which were reported to the Board at an earlier meeting, Cardinal Bernardin 
has asked me to communicate his agreement with the Board's expressed desire to 
conclude its Second Stage Review. 

The Review Board's request has been communicated to Fr. Calicott that he 
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August 2, 1995 
Page 2 

DRAFT 

In addition, enclosed is the statement read by the Holy Angels Parish 
Council at all the Masses at Holy Angels on July 9. Bishop Murry was present for 
several hours at Holy Angels Parish on July 23 to receive feedback from 
parishioners and school parents individually and as a group. He will be 
available to appear at the Review Board's meeting on August 12 to swnmarize this 
information. 

Accordingly, the Review Board is asked to make a definitive determination 
and recommendation to the Archbishop in accord with Article 4. ll(d) regarding the 
following question: 

Whether it is reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry in view 
of all the facts and circumstances, giving appropriate consideration 
to the safety of children and the rights of the priest, or whether his 
withdrawal from ministry should continue; if his withdrawal should 
not continue, whether any restrictions should be imposed on him in his 
return to ministry. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lllino~s 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

To: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 1 '/J 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

August 2, 1995 

Reverend John Calicott 

Following continuation of the Second Stage Review at the Review Board's 
meeting on March 18, 1995, Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination 
that it was not reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at that time. 
The Cardinal also accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott's current 
individual protocol remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that 
the Board further determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt 
of additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, including the possibility of return to parish 
ministry at Holy Angels Parish. The Cardinal also made some suggestions as to 
points thllt the Rc·._ .... ie ... __, ~card migh.t cvn.sidGr in determining whatl~ier Fatlier 
Calicott should be returned to m~nistry. 

In light of Father Calicott' s request to return to ministry and the 
Archd-iocese' s responsibility to address pressing pastoral concerns at Holy Angels 
Parish which were reported to the Board at an earlier meeting, Cardinal Bernardin 
has asked me to communicate his agreement with the Board's expressed desire to 
conclude its Second Stage Review. 
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Memo re Fr. Calicott 
August 2, 1995 
Page 2 

In addition, enclosed is the statement read by the Holy Angels Parish 
Council at all the Masses at Holy Angels on July 9. Bishop Murry was present for 
several hours at Holy Angels Parish on July 23 to receive feedback from 
parishioners and school parents individually and as a group. He will be 
available to appear at the Review.Board's meeting on August 12 to summarize this 
information. 

Accordingly, the Review Board is asked to make a definitive determination 
and recommendation to the Archbishop in accord with Article 4. ll(d) regarding the 
following question: 

Whether it is reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry in view 
of all the facts and circumstances, giving appropriate consideration 
to the safety of children and the rights of the priest, or whether his 
withdrawal from ministry should continue; if his withdrawal should 
not continue, whether any restrictions should be imposed on him in his 
return to ministry. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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August 4, 1995 

Members o e ro ess1onal Fitness Review Board 
c/o Bernadette Connolly 
One East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Members of the Professional Fitness Review Board: 

I am writing this letter to request your recommendation that 
I return to pastoral ministry and resume my calling as pastor of 
Holy Angels Church. 

I know you have much information to evaluate and consider. 
It is a source of personal remorse and sadness to me that my own 
actions have brought harm to others and occasioned this necessary 
process of evaluation. I live with this remorse and acknowledge 
it to God daily, as I will for the rest of my· life. 

I know you have expressed concern about the possibility of 
other victims. No other incidents have been alleged against me 
because there have been no other incidents. That is the simple 
truth. I state this not to mitigate my own remorse at what did 
happen, but to respond to your concern.· 

I share your desire that all children be protected and cared 
for. If I were a threat, I would resign from the priesthood. 

I request the opportunity to resume my duties at Holy Angels 
because I know I am not a threat to children. I do not rely 
solely upon my subjective belief. Over the ast sixteen months I 
have participated in the most intense 

possible to provide objective assuring my 
parishioners, my church, my bishop and myself that I pose no 
threat to children. I have benef itted from 

I have tried to provide all I can to allow a complete 
evaluation. I have spent many years in the work of the Lord and 
of my church. My heartfelt desire is to return to that work. 
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August 7, 1995 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
1 E. Superior Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dean Ms. Connolly: 

This letter of support for Fr. John Calicott is being written on behalf of two 
Archdiocesan groups representing the Black Catholic Community. The two groups 
are the Diocesan Coordinating Team and the Advisory Board for the African 
American Consultant of the Ethnic Ministries Office. We respectfully request 
that Fr. Calicott be returned to ministry and to his position as the pastor of 
Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Calicott has provided exemplary service to the Archdiocese of Chicago and the 
· Black community. His sermons, retreats, speeches and spirituality have brought 

many to the Lord. He cares deeply about our children and has been a surrogate 
· father to many of our young men. We know that he would do nothing to hurt a 

child. Our community has never believed this 18 year old allegation made against 
him and wish to point out that no other allegations haye been made. 

The people of Holy Angels have made it clear to the Board and to Bishop Murry 
that they want Fr. Calicott back. The people of Holy Name of Mary Parish also 
stand behind Fr. John. In light of all of the above, we again respectfully 
request that Fr. Calicott be returned to ministry and to his position as pastor 
of Holy Angels Church. 

Sincerely, 

D~~a~rson 
Diocesan Coordinating Team and the 
Advisory Board to the African American Consultant 

Ethnic Ministries Office 

cc: Bishop George Murry 
Mrs. Sheila Adams 
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FILE PFR-13 

Phone Call from Fr. Thomas Paprocki Regarding John Calicott: 
August 7, 1995 

Tom Paprocki informed me that he had met with John Calicott and his 
attorney Pat Reardon. Tom explained to John Calicott that the 
Board would be completing its Second Stage Review at its August 12 
meeting. Tom Paprocki wanted John Calicott to know the procedures 
regarding the outcome of a Second Stage Review. John Calicott 
concluded that he indeed understood the consequences if the Board 
decided not to return him to Holy Angels Parish as Pastor, 
specifically that John Calicott would have to wait for 2 years for 
the Board to ever consider restricted ministry. 

John Calicott and his attorney disagreed with the langu~ 
Article 5. John did inform Fr. Paprocki that he would ........... 

John 
Calicott will also be sending a letter to the Board prior to August 
12, 1995 meeting. 

Phone Call from John Calicott's Attorney Pat Reardon: 8/8/95 

Pat Reardon called me today to inform 

Mr. Reardon requested that if I or the Board needed additional 
information prior to August 12, 1995, that I should phone him. Pat 
also requested that I phone him about the Board's decision 
regarding John Calicott's future. I informed Pat that I was not at 
liberty to discuss Board matters with him or with John Calicott. 
I told Pat that the Cardinal's delegate (Fr. Paprocki) would be 
able to update him as soon as the Cardinal accepts the Board's 
recommendations. 

Phone Call to Bishop George Murry from Bernadette Connolly: 
August 8, 1995 

I (B. C.) spoke with Bishop Murry's secretary and requested his 
presence at the August 12th Board meeting regarding PFR-13. Bishop 
Murry is scheduled to meet with the Board at 10:30 a.m. to update 
the Board regarding the statement that was read at Holy Angels 
Parish on July 9, 1995. 
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Notes from Review Board Meeting - John Calicott PFR-13, 8/12/95: 

C) John's Letter: 
Do we think he is sincere? 

D) Letter from Ethnic Ministry Office: 
- Par. #2 - this community has never believed this 18 yr. old 

allegation. ·Holy Angels and Holy Name of Mary want him back -
are both saying that they don't believe these allegations. 

E) Cardinal request: 
- to conclude the Second Stage Review 
- quote about parish ministry 

-2-
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

August 12, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

* The Review Board approved the minutes of the July 15, 1995 
meeting. 

A) Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

1) The Board completed a Second Stage Review in the PFR-
13 matter pursuant to Article 4 .11 of the Review Process For 
Continuation Of Ministry. 

2) Bishop Murry presented an information report on the 
feedback he received from the parishioners of Holy Angels Parish in 
response to the statement which was read at each Mass on July 9, 
1995. The overall response from the parishioners was a favorable 
one and that most parishioners understood the allegations. Bishop 
Murry met with individuals, one on one and in group settings. He 
clearly asked if anyone had concerns regarding the safety of 
children. Parishioners responded that they trust J.C. and want him 
back. Three parishioners said that J.C. should not return due to 
some of the administrative decisions that J.C. made in the past. 

3) The Review Board voted (6-2) to recommend that Fr. 
Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish 
only if he agrees to abide by all of the following conditions: 

1. Fr. Calicott must never be in the presence of a 
minor without another responsible adult present. 

2. 
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3. 

4. 

5. An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish 
and report to the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

6. Fr. Calicott's presence at the parish and his 
compliance with this agreement shall be monitored 
by the Professional Fitness Review Administrator, 
the local Episcopal Vicar, and the Vicar for Priests. 

7. Fr. Calicott must live with at least one other adult, 
and this individual and their residence must be 
approved by the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

8. The entire protocol of restrictions for Fr. Calicott 
will be announced to the adults of the Holy Angels 
parish and school so that they can assist in the 
monitoring. 

9. The Archdiocese will provide training for the parish 
and school staff regarding their participation in the 
monitoring of Fr. Calicott. 

10. Fr. Calicott, the on-site monitor, and the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator will discuss 
in detail Fr. Calicott's Individual Specific Protocol 
which he will be expected to follow. 

11. Fr. Calicott will submit any future requests to modify 
these restrictions to the Professional Fitness Review 
Board for consideration and recommendation from the 
Board to be sent to Cardinal Bernardin for his review 
and acceptance. 

4) Suggestions from the Board if J.C. accepts the above 
conditions: 

1. The PFRA and the Vicar for Priests will speak with 
J.C. about these protocol restrictions and to inform him that there 
are no exceptions to these restrictions. 
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2. The PFRA and the Vicar for Priests will interview and 
recommend an on-site monitor to the Cardinal. 

3. The PFRA, on site-monitor and J.C. will meet to 
discuss the provisions regarding his Individual Specific Protocol. 

4. The Archdiocese will ensure that J.C. in his Sunday 
sermons does not pronounce victory or convey any indications of 
racism. 

6. J.C.'s file will remain open for the remainder of his 
priesthood. 
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Report to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin from the Professional Fitness 
Review Board: 

It was agreed that and PFRA would meet to discuss 
the Commission's Recommendations regarding Clerical Sexual 
Misconduct with Minors. The Board will discuss at its next meeting 
suggestions in changing current policies and procedures. 

The Board agreed that its next meeting would be scheduled for 
September 16, 1995. 

;~~};~~~~, f {) 
~'~ffl 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 
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Office of the Chancellor 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

File 

ARO-lDIOC' CHICAGO 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Memorandum 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 

A'l;lgust 13, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 75Hl220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Conditions required for Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish 

At its meeting on August 12, 1995, the Review Board voted (6-2) to 
recommend that Father John Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish only if he agrees to abide by all of the following conditions: 

1) Fr. Calicott must never be alone in the presence; of a minor without 
another responsible adult present. 

2) 

3) Fr. Calicott must for as long as deemed 
necessary by the Review Board at a supplementary review, and he must set 
up a reasonable daily and weekly schedule in which one day per week is 
devoted to •••••• 

4) An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish and report to the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

5) Fr. Calicott' s presence at the parish and his compliance with this 
agreement shall be monitored by the PFRA, the local Episcopal Vicar, and 
the Vicar for priests. These roles as monitors should be spelled out. 

6) Fr. Calicott must not live alone; someone else must live in the rectory 
where he lives. 

7) Fr. Calicott' s protocol must be announced to parishioners and school 
parents since they will be expected to act as his de facto monitors. 

8) In-service training is to be provided for parishioners and school parents 
in order to assist them in acting as Fr. Calicott's monitors. 

9) Fr. Calicott must 
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CONFIDENTIAL Memo 
Re: Conditions required for Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish 
August 13, 1995 - Page 2 

The Board wanted the Cardinal to know that they were very uneasy in making 
these recommendations. Although the vote to return him to ministry was split, 
the Board was unanimous that the above conditions are required sine qua non if 
he is permitted to return to Holy Angels as pastor .. 

If Fr. Calicott agrees to these conditions and is allowed to return to the 
parish, he would also have to understand and ag.ree that non-compliance with any 
one of the above conditions at any time in the future would be grounds for his 
canonical removal as pastor. 

In making these recomrnendati~ns, the Review Board is clearly doing so as 
an exception to our policies and procedures. The reasons for this exception are: 

a) The parish has been informed and warned that Fr. Calicott had engaged 
in sexual misconduct with minors nineteen years agq .. 

b) Despite this fact, the parishioners want him back. Since they are 
aware of the situation, they will act as monitors in addition to the official on
site monitor assigned to live at the parish. 

•' .. 

Finally, Fr. Calicott must not use his return as an occasion to vent his 
anger at the process or to bash the Review Board or the Archdiocese. He is the 
one who caused whatever has happened and he must bear the responsibility himself 
rather than try to place blame elsewhere. Because of the Cardinal's personal 
credibility and powers of moral persuasion, he is the person who would be in the 
best position to convince Fr. Calicott of this. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

File 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Memorandum 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 

A';lgust 13, 1995 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Conditions required for Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish 

At its meeting on August 12, 1995, the Review Board voted (6-2) to 
recommend that Father John Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish only if he agrees to abide by all of the following conditions: 

1) Fr. Calicott must never be alone in the presence:· of a minor without 
another responsible adult present. 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

long as deemed 
necessary by the Review Board at a supplementary review, and he must set 
up a reasonable daily and weekly schedule in which one day per week is 
devoted to 

An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish and report to the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

Fr. Calicott' s presence at the parish and his compliance with this 
agreement shall be monitored by the PFRA, the local Episcopal Vicar, and 
the Vicar for priests. These roles as monitors should be spelled out. 

{"VLl::t ~ /?~--:! 
Fr. Calicott must not live alone; someone else must live ~he rectory ~- ~ 6) 

7) 

8) 

9) 

where he lives. G t~'1--\. ~J.e( .. J;J-GJ r? 
Fr. Calicott' s protocol must be announced to parishioners and school 
parents since they will be expected to act as his de facto monitors. 

In-service training is to be provided for parishioners and school parents 
in order to assist them in acting as Fr. Calicott's monitors. 

Fr. Calicott must 

AOC 010538 



CONFIDENTIAL Memo 
Re: Conditions required for Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish 
August 13, 1995 - Page 2 

The Board wanted the Cardinal to know that thE!Y were very uneasy in making 
these recommendations. Although the vote to return him to ministry was split, 
the Board was unanimous that the above conditions are required sine qua non if 
he is permitted to return to Holy Angels as pastor. 

If Fr. Calicott agrees to these conditions and is allowed to return to the 
parish, he would also have to understand and agree that non-compliance with any 
one of the above conditions at any time in the future would be grounds for his 
canonical removal as pastor. 

In mak1ng these reconunendati&ns, the Review Board is clearly doing so as 
an exception to our policies and procedures. The reasons for this exception are: 

a) The parish has been infor~ed an~:~~hat Fr. Calicott had engaged 
in sexual misconduct with minors ninetee~q .. 

b) Despite this fact, the parishioners want him back. Since they are 
aware of the situation, they will act as monitors in addition to the official on
site monitor assigned to live at the parish. . . .. 

Finally, Fr. Calicott must not use his return as an occasion to vent his 
anger at the process or to bash the Review Board or the Archdiocese. He is the 
one who caused whatever has happened and he must bear the responsibility himself 
rather than try to place blame elsewhere. Because of the Cardinal's personal 
credibility and powers of moral persuasion, he is the person who would be in the 
best position to convince Fr. Calicott of this. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Posl Office 80:1. 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Office of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 

(312) 751-5205/5206 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 
Suite 504 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

August 14, 1995 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on August 12, 1995. The Board 
fully considered all written and verbal reports in the matter involving Rev. John 
Calicott. The Board further considered documents which Fr. Calicott released and 
submitted to it. Pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process for Continuation 
of Ministry, the Board concluded a Second Stage Review. 

The Board recommended that Fr. Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor 
of Holy Angels Parish only if he agrees to abide by all of the following 
conditions: 

1. Fr. Calicott must never be in the presence of a minor 
without another responsible adult present. 

2. 

3. Fr. Calicott must for as 
long as deemed necessary by the Review Board at a 
supplementary review. Fr. Calicott must set up a 
reasonable schedule in which the equivalent of one day 
per week is devoted to Fr. Calicott must also 

4. Fr. Calicott must 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 
August 14, 1995 - Page Two 

s. An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish 
and report to the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

6. Fr. Calicott' s presence at the parish and his compliance 
with this agreement shall be monitored by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator, the local 
Episcopal Vicar, and the Vicar for Priests. 

7. Fr. Calicott must live with at least one other adult, 
and this individual and their residence must be approved 
by the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

8. The entire protocol of restrictions for Fr. Calicott 
will be announced to the adults of the Holy Angels 
parish and school so that they can assist in the 
monitoring. 

9. The Archdiocese will provide training for the parish and 
school staff regarding their participation in the 
monitoring of Fr. Calicott. 

10. Fr. Calicott, the on-site monitor, and the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator will discuss in detail Fr. 
Calicott' s Individual Specific Protocol which he will be 
expected to follow. 

11. Fr. Calicott will submit any future requests to modify 
these restrictons to the Professional Fitness Review 
Board for consideration and recommendation from the 
Board to be sent to you for your review and acceptance. 

The Board asked me to convey how difficult it was for a majority of the 
Board members to recommend return to restricted ministry, even with all of these 
conditions. The Board believes that intense treatment and careful monitoring are 
essential. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
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PATRICK G. REARDON 

ATIORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60601 

AREA CODE 312 

372-5716 

Reverend Patrick O'Malley 
Off ice of the Vicar for Priests 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
645 N. Michigan Avenue 
Room 543 
Chicago, Il 60611 

Dear Father O'Malley, 

August 15, 1995 

Enclosed are fax copies of the most recent submis 'ons to 
the Fitness Review Board prepared by At 
Father Calicott's request I have sent a set to the Cardinal and 
this set to you. 

Best Wishes! 

PGR/yo 
Encl: 

Sincerely, 

;J~?-4 
Patrick G. Reardon 
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FILE PFR-13 

Phone Call from Brother Dennis via Cardinal Joseph Bernardin: 
August 15. 1995 

A meeting is scheduled to inform John Calicott of the Cardinal's 
acceptance regarding the Board's recommendations for restricted 
ministry. Cardinal Bernardin, Fr. Paprocki, Bishop Murry, Fr. Pat 
O'Malley and Bernadette Connolly will be meeting with John Calicott 
on Friday August 18, 1995 at 10:30 a.m. at the Cardinal's 
residence. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

August 16, 1995 

Dear Bernadette,. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

Thank you for your letter of August 14, 1995 advising me of the 
recommendations of the Review Board regarding Reverend John Calicott, following 
completion of the Second Stage Review at the Board's meeting on August 12, 1995. 

I am willing to accept the Review Board's recommendation that Father 
Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish only if he agrees 
to abide by all of the conditions described in your letter of August 14. I will 
be meeting with Father Calicott on Friday, August 18. At this meeting, I will 
emphasize that all of these conditions must be followed without exception or 
compromise. If he agrees to accept these conditions for his return, I will ask 
you and Father Paprocki to work with Father.Calicott in expressing them in a 
written agreement, along with the Individual Specific Protocol which he will be 
expected to follow. 

I wish to reserve my final decision on Father Calicott's return to Holy 
Angels until I have reviewed this written agreement and the Individual Specific 
Protocol. 

As you know from my communications with the Review Board, this matter has 
very much been on my mind and in my prayers. I can appreciate that it was very 
-difficult for a majority of the Board members to recommend return to restricted 
ministry, even with all of t~ese conditions. We will need to continue to pray 
for a satisfactory resolution of this matter for the good of all concerned. 

I am deeply grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for the time 
and careful attention that you have given to this issue. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

{f_"f>J!. ~. ~ 
Archoishop of Chicago 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 
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Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Letter re Reverend John Calicott 
August 16, 1995 - Page 2 

cc: Members of .the Professional Fitness Review Board 
Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Memo 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Cardinal 
SAT Members 

Brother Dunnis Dunne, FMS 

August 16, 1995 

Meeting with Father John Calicott 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oiicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Father John Calicott and his attorney will be 
meeting with Cardinal Bernardin, Bishop Murry, Father 
Pat O'Malley, Father Thomas Paprocki, and Bernadette 
Connolly on Friday, August 18, 1995 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Cardinal's Residence. 

cc: Sisters at Residence 
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CONDITIONS OF 
FATHER JOHN CALICOTT'S 

RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS PARISH 

1. Father Calicott must never be in the presence of a minor without 
another responsible adult present. 

2. For as long as he is a priest, he must 

3. Father Calicott must for as long as 
deemed necessary by the Review Board. He must set up a 
reasonable schedule in which the equivalent of one day per 
week is devoted to -· He must also 

4. Father Calicott must 

5. An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish and report to 
the Archdiocese's Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

6. Father Calicott's presence at Holy Angels Parish and his compliance 
with the conditions of his return shall be monitored by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator, the Episcopal Vicar 
of Vicariate VI, and the Vicar for Priests. 

7. Father Calicott must live with at least one other adult, and this 
individual and their residence must be approved by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

8. The entire protocol of restrictions for Father Calicott will be announced 
to the adults of adults of Holy Angels parish and school so that they 
can assist in monitoring. 

9. The Archdiocese will provide training for the parish and school staff 
regarding their participation in the monitoring of Father Calicott. 
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FILE PFR-13 August 16, 1995 

Distribution of Board's recommendations to Cardinal Bernardin were 
mailed today for the Board's review. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, llllnois 60690 

(312)751-8220 
Fax (312)751-5381 

Reverend John Calicott 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John: 

August 18, 1995 

I am writing to you in my capacity as the Archbishop's Delegate to the 
Professional Fitness Review Board. As you know, the Review Board met on August 
12, 1995. The Board fully considered all written and verbal reports in the 
matter involving yourself. The Board further considered documents which you 
released and submitted to it. Pursuant to Article 4 .11 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry, the Board concluded a Second Stage Review. 

The Board recommended that you be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish only if you agree to abide by all of the following conditions: 

1. You must never be in the presence of a minor without 
another responsible adult pres~nt. 

3. You must for as long as deemed 
necessary by the Review-Board at a supplementary review. 
You must set up a reasonable schedule in which· the 
equivalent. of one day per week is devoted to 

. must also 

4. You must -· 5. An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish and I 
report to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. · 

6. Your presence at the parish and your compliance with this 
agreement shall be monitored by the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator, the local Episcopal Vicar, and the 
Vicar for Priests. 
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Letter to Rev. John Calicott 
August 18, 1995 - Page Two 

7. You must live with at least one other adult, and this 
individual and the residence must be approved by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

8. The entire protocol of restrictions for yourself will be 
announced to the adults of the Holy Angels parish and 
school so that they can assist in the monitoring. 

9. The Archdiocese will provide training for the parish and 
school staff regarding their participation in your 
monitoring. 

10. You, the on-site monitor, and the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator will discuss in detail your Individual 
Specific Protocol which you will be expected to follow. 

11. You will submit any future requests to modify these 
restrictions to the Professional Fitness Review Board for 
consideration and recommendation from the Board to be sent 
to the Cardinal for his review and acceptance. 

r-. 

The Board conveyed to the Cardinal how difficult it was for a majority of 
the Board members to recommend return to restricted ministry, even with all of 
these conditions. The Board believes that and careful 
monitoring are essential. 

In response, Cardinal Bernardin indicated that he is willing to accept the 
Review Board's recommendation that you be permitted to return as ~astor of Holy 
Angels Parish only if you agree to abide by all of the conditions described above 
without exception or compromise. If you agree to accept these conditions for 
your return, the Cardinal has asked Bernadette Connolly and me to work with you 
in expressing these conditions in a written agreement, along with the Individual 
Specific Protocol which you will be expected to follow. 

The Cardinal also stated that he wished to reserve his final decision on 
your return to Holy Angels until he has reviewed this written agreement and the 
Individual Specific Protocol. 

John, I will continue to pray for a satisfactory resolution of this matter 
for the good of all concerned. If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Thomas J, Paprocki 
Chancellor and Archbishop's Delegate [ 
to the Review Board 
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Letter to Rev. John Calicott 
August 18, 1995 - Page Three 

cc: Cardinal Bernardin 
Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Attorney at Law ,_. 
Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness. ·Review Administrator 
Members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office pf the Chancellor 

NOTES FOR MEETING WITH FR. JOHN CALICOTT 

August 18, 1995 

Post Office Box 1 '179 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

1. Present for the meeting will be Cardinal Bernardin, Bishop Murry, Father 
Paprocki, Father O'Malley, Bernadette Connolly, Father John Calicott, and 
Patrick Reardon. 

2. Cardinal Bernardin will start the meeting with a prayer and a:sk Father 
Paprocki to outline the recommendations of the Review Board. 

3. Father Paprocki will outline the recommendations of the Review Board and 
inform Father Calicott that the Cardinal has already indicated that he is 
willing to accept the Review Board's recommendation that Father Calicott 
be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish only if he agrees 
to abide by all of the conditions without exception or compromise. 

4. Suggested remarks to be made by Cardinal Bernardin to reinforce the 
message: 

John, I know that some of these conditions will 
not be easy for you to accept, but I am making a major 
compromise already by even considering your return to 
the parish. I cannot make any more compromises on this. 
The reputation of the Archdiocese and my own credibility 
are at stake. That is why there can be no exceptions or 
compromises about the conditions that the Review Board 
has set. It is up to you to decide if you wish to agree 
to them, but the Review Board was clear tbat the 
conditions are a package. There will be no negotiating 
over specific conditions, and if you cannot agree to all 
of them, then I am afraid that I cannot allow you to ' 
return to the parish. 

Also, I must ask you, John, if you agree to return 
under these conditions, that you not use your return as 
an occasion to vent your anger at anyone involved in 
this matter, such as the Review Board, the Archdiocese 
or the process itself. You must bear the responsibility 
for whatever has happened rather than try to place blame 
elsewhere. There are no winners or losers in this, and 
I ask you to make your return with an attitude of 
humility in the service of your people. It is very 
important to me that you do this, John. 

5. Bishop Murry, Father Paprocki, and Bernadette Connolly will continue the 
discussion with Father Calicott, Father O'Malley and Pat Reardon about 
Father Calicott's willingness to agree to the conditions and the public 
statements that would be made concerning his return to Holy Angels. 
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FILE PFR-13 

Meeting with Rev. John Calicott: August 18, 1995 

Today, John Calicott was informed that the Cardinal accepted the 
Review Board's recommendations and determinations to allow him to 
return to Holy Angels Parish as Pastor. However, John Calicott 
will be required to follow a strict protocol in order to return to 
his parish if he chooses to accept these conditions. John Calicott 
was very upset about the conditions especially having to 
............ -. John Calicott started crying 
during the rneet~that John Calicott was very angry 
at Cardinal Bernardin and the Review Board. He referred to the 
Review Board as being 11 incompetent. 11 He also stated that he is not 
an 11 offender 11 and never was ever as such. It is my 
opinion that John Calicott is still very much in denial. John 
Calicott and his attorney will let us know of their decision on 
Friday B/25/95. 

Phone Call from Rev. Tom Paprocki Regarding John Calicott:8/25/95 

Torn Paprocki phoned today and informed me that John Calicott and 
his attorney are accepting our offer for his return to Holy Angels. 
John Calicott will be sending the Board their response as well as 
clarification regarding some of the conditions. John Calicott is 
still adamant about not 
He is requesting that the Board explain their reasoning regarding 
this matter. 

Phone Call to Regarding John Calicott: 8/25/95 

111111 .. today asking her for assistance 
for John Calicott to 

's response and sent it to Tom 
Paprocki. 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

September 16, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

* The Review Board appproved the Minutes of the August 12, 1995 
meeting. 

A) Matter of 

B) Matter of ••••••• 
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D) Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

Fr. Paprocki updated the Board of the meeting with J.C. 
on 8/18/95. CJB could not attend the meeting because he was sick 
that morning. Fr. Paprocki, Bishop George Murry, Fr. Pat O'Malley 
and the Administrator met with J.C. and his attorney, Pat Reardon. 
Fr. Paprocki informed the Board that J.C. agreed to all of the 
conditions outlined in the Agreement. The Board requested that the 
Administrator inform J.C. that his 
should start immediately or, at least, prior to his return. 

F) Job Descriptions: 

The Board formally approved the PFRA and AA job 
descriptions. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Post Office Box #455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Dear John: 

September 21, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Last year, after you were placed on Administrative Leave, you sent 
a letter to Father James T. Kaczorowski, Chairman of the Presbyteral Council, 
outlining your concerns about the Review Board process. Father Kaczorowski 
forwarded your correspondence to Cardinal Ber~ardin, who asked me to follow up 
on this 

In the meantime, 
the Cardinal reconvened the Special Commission on Clerical Sexual Misconduct with 
Minors. The purpose of reconvening the Commission is to evaluate the steps taken 
over the past three years to implement the recommendations made in 1992. 

The Cardinal met with the Commission to discuss their mission just 
before entering the hospital in June. At that meeting, the Commission discussed 
inviting comments from people affected by the process. 

Accordingly, unless you have any objection, I am forwarding a copy 
of your comments to the Commission. This seems to be the best way for them to 
be considered for any change in the policies or procedures. 

If you do not want me to forward these materials or if you wish to 
submit any different or additional comments, in light of your experience over the 
past year, please let me know. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~</·~v~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
FAJC: (312) 642·4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 80611 

To: Father Tom Paprocki 

From: Fathers Coughlin and O'Malley 

Re: A letter to Priests 

Date: SepL~w~~r 26,19~5 

Here is a proposed text for the Cardinal to consider for his 
siqnature: 

"After lonq deliberation and with the advice of the 
Archdiocesan Fitness Rev;iew Board I wish to inform you that I am 
returning Father John Calicott to active ministry as pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish. 

"The situation at Holy Angels is a unique one. r ~nd my 
advisors have given this a great deal of re ion before making 
this decision. We anticipate that there may be some media attention 
given to this event. 

"For your information John has agreed to live according to a 
specific personal protocol with an appropriate monitoring system. 

"I ask your e>eplicit support and prayers at this time for John 
and the parish." 

cc: Cardinal Bernardin 

AOC 010563 



.: 

Off: (312) 042-1337 
Fax: (312) 6~2-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOn PRJ::STS 

. 645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE!.JUE. SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLllJOIS 60511 

FROM:"]) C: 6 v; ~ ll N 

1t_:c.11~ £,~ GiF->D 
DATE: ¥.tycrr 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAG:S: ~'--

TIME: ~.'lb 1//li 
I 

RECEIVING FAX NUM3ER: ?J .2 • J 3 7. '3 79 

PLEASE DELIVER THIS TRANSMISSION TO THE NAr·:::o REC::rvc:R P.S SOON P..S POSSIBLE. 

IF THERE ARE PROBLEMS WITH TR.l\NSMISSION, PLE.l\SE CALL THE OFFICE NUMarn. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Omce or the Chancellor 

£0NFIDENTIAL 

Reverend John Y. Calicott 
607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

BX MESSENGER -===============-

Dear Father Calicott: 

rost omce Box 1979 
Chicago, llllnols 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

~ ~ 'f--(o f%)?Q . 

~ \fJ'v' 

In preparation for our meeting tomorrow, I am providing you and Pat Reardon 
with copies of the documents which we will discuss for signature. They are: an 
"Agreement," to be signed by you and representatives of the Archdiocese, Review 
Board and ; and a "Covenant," to be signed by you and the 
chairperson of Holy Angel's Parish Pas tor al Council. The Agreement is not 
intended for publication, however, the Covenant would be made public as part of 
a liturgical service at Holy Angels Parish. 

Our meeting is scheduled for 4:00 P.M., Wednesday, September 27 at the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center, 155 East Superior Street, 4th Floor. Scheduled to 
be present are Bishop Murry, Father Pat O' Malley, Father Dan Coughlin, Bernadette 
Connolly, and myself. 

With every good wish, I remain 

cc w/ enclosures: 

BY MESSENGER 

yours in Christ 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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lt~d I-~, 
9-~9-Xb-

A COVENANT 

(After the greeting and penitential rite) 

(Vicar): Having acknowledged our sins and always seekingL·God's 
forgiveness, I ask you now as a Christian community to be seated 
and be attentive to the Holy Scripture. May the Word of God touch 
yours hearts that you may enter into covenant with the Lord. 

(Lector): A Reading from the Book of Genesis: 15/4-11, (12-16) 
17-19 

"····behold, the word of the Lord came to Abram, 'This man shall 
not be your heir; your own son shall be your heir.' And the Lord 
God brought Abram outside and said, 'Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them.' Then the Lord 
God said to Abram, 'So shall your descendants be.' And Abram 
believed the Lord; and the Lord God reckoned it to him as 
righteousness. 

And the Lord God said to Abram, 'I am the Lord who brought you 
from Ur of the Chalde'ans, to give you this land to possess.' 
But Abram said, '0 Lord God, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?' The Lord God said to him, 'Bring me a heifer, a 
she-goat, a ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.' And he 
brought him all these, cut them in two, and laid each half over 
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when 
birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking 
fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. on 
that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, 'To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the river Euphra'tes .... 11 

* * * * * 
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(Vicar): God is ever faithful. In times of trouble, in times of 
joy, God is present to his people. From time to time, to deepen 
their relationship to each other, God has offered his people a 
covenant. 

As the Lord God once ordered Abram to bring to him the 
animals for sacrifice, so we are gathered today. May our hearts 
and souls be open to the Lord God as once symbolized by the 
flayed animals and later by the crucified Lamb of God. 

(JC): I, John Calicott, come before you as a man of faith. I 
promise to live by this covenant that we enter today. I ask you 
to forgive me and accept me once again as your priest, preacher 
of the Word and pastor of souls. 

(People): As the people of God, renewed in faith, we accept you 
and pledge our desire to enter into this covenant with you. We 
too will live a new life according to the terms of this covenant. 
Amen, Amen 

(JC): I will abide by the conditions and restrictions of this 
agreement and live by its discipline so that I may be always 
present to you and to our God in new and appropriate ways. 

(People): As the stars are in the sky, either seen or unseen, we 
will surround you with forgiveness, acceptance and love. We will 
be committed to you, watchful, prayerful and assisting in many 
ways that you may live according to this covenant. Amen, Amen 

(JC): I will pray with you in public and pray in secret for 
myself and for you. I will continue to seek help. I will attend 
to the guidance and of others and in all ways 
live according to the expectations and requirements of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and you my dear people. 

(People): As the treasured possession of the Lord, we will 
continue in the days and years ahead to trust in the Lord. God 
alone can reckon righteousness. We will pray with you and for 
you. 

(JC): With deep pastoral concern for all the parishioners of 
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Holy Angels, especially its children, I pledge always to have 
another responsible adult present whenever I am in the presence 
of a minor. 

With your understanding of these limitations I promise to be 
faithful to as long as deemed necessary by 
the Archbishop of Chicago in consultation with the Archdiocesan 
Professional Fitness Review Board. I will also continue to 
search out the will of God with the help of my -· With your assistance I will fully cooperate with Father 

who will act as a resident monitor for me and he will ---report regularly to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and the Vicar for Priests. 

With the help of God, I am resolved to discharge without fail the 
off ice of priesthood as a conscientious worker in caring for you 
as the Lord's own flock. I renew my consecration of my life to 
God for the salvation of others and am resolved to unite myself 
more closely evry day to Christ the High Priest, who offered 
himself for us to the Father as a perfect sacrifice. 

{People): We accept your pledge of renewed faithfulness and we 
will support you in all your personal endeavors. We understand 
and accept the terms of this agreement. God is with us. We ask 
God to be with you as we now begin a new life with you according 
to this covenant. Amen, Amen 

(John signs the covenant) 

(JC): Amen, Amen 

(The chairperson of the Parish Pastoral Council now signs the 
covenant) 

(All): Amen, Amen 
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(Vicar): On another occasion, after Abram's return from defeat, 
Mel-chiz'edek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a 
priest of God Most High. 

He blessed him and said: 
"Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand." 

(The Vicar places the stole on the pastor) 

(JC): With bread and wine let us now seal this covenant in the 
Body and Blood of Christ. 

(All): Amen, Amen 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 
CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor ~ 
Date: October 1, 1995 

Re: FATHER JOHN V. CALICOTT -

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

On October 11, 1995, I spoke with , the person who had 
corroborated allegations of sexual misconduct against Father John Calicott, to 
inform him that the Archdiocese was planning to return Father Calicott to his 
pastorate at Holy Angels Parish. 

I asked if he was in agreement with this decision. He 
responded, "I am most definitely in agreement." 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCl' CHICAGO 

October 6, 1995 

To the priests of the Archdiocese 

My dear brothers in Christ: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

After long deliberation and with the concurrence and counsel of the 
Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board, I am writing to inform you that 
I have decided to return Father John Calicott to active ministry as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish. John has been on administrative leave since April, 1994, 
after the Archdiocese received an allegation and John acknowledged sexual 
misconduct involving two minors nineteen years ago. There have been no new 
allegations of misconduct since that time. 

I have reached this conclusion based on the specific circumstances of this 
case. My advisors and I have given this a great deal of reflection before making 
this decision.· In doing so, we have been in dialogue with John and with the 
people of Holy Angels Parish, to whom disclosure has been made of the situation. 

In making its recommendation, the Review Board relied upon the professional 
opinion of which had recommended John's return to 
parish ministry and had concluded that he does not pose a significant risk to 
children as long as he continues appropriate steps 

John will return to the parish with the knowledge and acceptance of Holy 
Angels Parishioners, who strongly expressed a willingness to accept John back in 
his role as pastor. They also expressed their willingness to share the 
responsibility for important elements of his return to ministry. 

Ye anticipate that there may be some media attention to this event. For 
your information, John's return will take place at a parish liturgy during which 
he will sign a covenant with the parishioners. According to this covenant, John 
will pledge to live according to a specific personal protocol with an appropriate 
monitoring system. 

I ask your explicit support and prayers at this time for John and the 
parish. 

Yith cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 

October 6,. 1995 

Dear John: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

As you know, I have agreed to return you to active ministry as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish. Enclosed is a signed original of our agreement. I am also 
sending copies to all the other signatories. Your return will officially take 
effect upon the signing of the covenant within the context of a parish liturgy 
on October 15. 

In addition to the formal language of this agreement, I wish to express my 
personal hope that you will cooperate fully and willingly with its terms. The 
road back to parish ministry has been long and difficult for all involved. I 
pray that nothing will happen which might urido or undermine all the hard work 
that has gone into reaching this result. 

John, I know that your return is mixed with joy and anxiety. Please be 
assured of my continued prayers for God's guidance for you and the people of Holy 
Angels Parish on your journey of faith. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

A. 

N~·~ 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Post Office.Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend James L. Mollohan, On-Sight Monitor 

Ms. Bernadette M. Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

be: Mr. Patrick G. Reardon, Attorney At Law 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bob: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

October 6, 1995 

Posl Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

As you know, I have agreed to return Father John Calicott to active 
ministry as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His return will officially take effect 
upon t:he signing of the covenant within the context of a parish liturgy on 
October 15. At. that time, your assigrunent as temporary· Administrator will 
officially conclude. 

Regarding your next assignment, I ask you to be in dialogue with the 
Diocesan Priests Placement Board. In the meantime, I want to make sure that you 
continue receiving your full salary. If you encounter any difficulty in this 
regard, please contact the Office of the Vicar for Priests. 

Bob, I am grateful for your willingness to asswne the temporary 
administration of Holy Angels Parish under very trying circumstances. I am sure 
that your personal leadership qualities were very instrumental in providing for 
the continued pastoral care and faith life of the parish. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Robert Miller 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Kenwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Jeremiah M. Boland, Diocesan Priests Placement Board 
Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor, Holy Angels Parish 
Ms. Bernadette M. Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

be: Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director, Office for Legal Services 
Mr. James A. Serritella, Attorney At Law 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

October 6, 1995 

Dear Les: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

As you know, I have agreed to return Father John Calicott to active 
ministry as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His return will officially take effect 
upon the signing of the covenant within the context of a parish liturgy on 
October 15. 

I am happy to learn that you have agreed to serve as the on-site monitor 
as provided in the signed agreement with Father Calicott. Since this is one of 
the necessary conditions for John's return, your willingness to do this is a 
great help. Accordingly, I am pleased to assign you as on-site monitor with 
residence at Holy Angels Parish. Aside from the specific responsibilities which 
pertain to you as on-site monitor, your status as retired remains unchanged. 

It is my understanding that Father Paprocki has already reviewed with you 
the terms of the agreement with Father Calicott, paying particular attention to 
the areas which pertain to the on-site monitor. Ms. Bernadette Connolly, the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator, will also be available to guide and 
assist you in your role as on-site monitor. 

Les, I am grateful for your willingness to assume this new responsibility. 
I am sure that your past experience at Holy Angels Parish and your own good 
relationship with John will enable you to handle this duty quite capably. Please 
be assured of my continued prayers. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend James L. Mollohan 
Church of the Holy Spirit 
1451 W. Bode Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60194 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

tf~~./~ 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend George J. Kane, Pastor, Church of the Holy Spirit, Schaumburg 
Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor, Holy Angels Parish 
Ms. Bernadette M. Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

be: Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director, Office for Legal Services 
Mr. James A.SSerritella, Attorney At Law 
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Phone Call from Rev. Tom Paprocki: 
{Regarding PFR-13) 

10-6-95 

Tom Paprocki called today and briefed me on the plans 
regarding John Calicott' s return to Holy Angels Parish. On 
Wednesday 10-11-95, Tom Paprocki and Bishop Murry will be informing 
the Parish Council of John Calicott's return. On Thursday, the 
Office of Communications will release a statement to the press. On 
October 15, John Calicott will say Mass at Holy Angels. John 
Calicott was apparently upset that his return was postponed for one 
week. He threatened Tom Paprocki with the statement of "start 
preparing my exit package." John Calicott also requested to move 
into Holy Angels prior to the 15th of October. 

Tom Paprocki requested my (B.C.) opinion on the matter. I 
informed Tom Paprocki that John Calicott should move into his 
parish on the 15th and no sooner. Tom Paprocki agreed with me. 
Tom also instructed me to speak with Fr. Mollohan regarding 
instructions for him as the live-in/on-site monitor. Fr. Mollohan 
did request one day off per week. I informed Tom Paprocki that 
John Calicott and I would work out the details regarding this 
matter. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/06/1995 

Page 64 

E. 

F. 

G. Priests: 

H. 

1 . 

2. Robert Miller '76: Bob [Administrator of Holy Angels] called Jerry 
and expressed concern because John Calicott '74 [former pastor] is 
anticipated to return and Bob is anxious about his next assignment. 
He will be meeting with Jerry Boland. 

3. 

4. 

4 
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t Memofrom 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 

To ~ ~ Date__:_/_o .. --'---1°_" 9_~_ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 7tf 
Date: October 11, 1995 

Re: FATHER JOHN ~. CALICOTT -

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

On October 11, 1995, I spoke with , the person who had 
brought allegations against Father John Calicott, to inform him . that the 
Archdiocese was planning to return Father Calicott to Holy Angels Parish. 

I asked - if he was in agreement with this decision. He 
responded, "I am in agreement. I really do appreciate this." 
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Office of Communications 

ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 

NEWSBREAK 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8227 

October 12, 1995 

Under strict conditions established by the Professional Fitness Review Board and the 
Archdiocese, which he has accepted and which have been shared publicly with· his 
parishioners, Father John Calicott will be reinstated as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His 
return will become effective after Father Calicott signs a written covenant with Holy Angels 
parishioners that Cardinal Bernardin has approved. The signing of the covenant will take 
place within the context of a parish liturgy. According to this covenant, Father Calicott will 
pledge to live according to a specific personal protocol with an appropriate monitoring 
system. 

Father Calicott has been on administrative leave since April, 1994, after the 
Archdiocese received an allegation and Father Calicott acknowledged sexual misconduct 
involving two minors nineteen years ago. There have been no new allegations of misconduct 
since that time. 

Father Calicott will return to the parish with the knowledge and acceptance of Holy 
Angels parishioners, who strongly expressed a willingness to accept him back in his role as 
pastor. They also expressed their willingness to share the responsibility for important 
elements of his return to ministry. 
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STATEMENT OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

RE: return of Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Parish 
October 12, 1995 

Under strict conditions which he has accepted and which have 

been shared publicly with his parishioners, Father John Calicott 

will be reinstated as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His return 

will become effective after Father Calicott signs a written 

covenant with Holy Angels parishioners that Cardinal Bernardin 

has approved. This will take place within the context of a 

parish liturgy. He has been on administrative leave since April, 

1994, after the Archdiocese received an allegation and Father 

Calicott acknowledged sexual misconduct involving minors nineteen 

years ago. There have been no other allegations of sexual 

misconduct involving minors since then. 

Under the the Archdiocese's written policies and procedures 

addressing clerical sexual misconduct with minors (Article 4, 

Section 11), earlier this year Father Calicott requested a Second 

Stage Review to seek a change in his ministry status. The 

Professional Fitness Review Board which oversees the Archdiocese 

of Chicago's policies and procedures regarding clerical s~xual 

misconduct with minors conducted a Second Stage Review of Father 

Calicott's case and made its recommendation to the Archbishop. 
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In deciding to reinstate Father Calicott, Cardinal Joseph 

Bernardin noted that he was making an exception to his 

previously-stated position on return to parish ministry in cases 

involving sexual misconduct with minors, but decided to do so 

based on the specific circumstances of Father Calicott's case. 

In making its recommendation, the Review Board considered 

the length of time since the misconduct, the fact that no further 

allegations had arisen since that time, and the professional 

opinions of which had recommended 

Father Calicott's return to parish ministry and had concluded 

that he does not pose a significant risk to children as long as 

he continues appropriate steps 

Cardinal Bernardin and the 

Review Board also considered the wishes of Holy Angels 

parishioners who had expressed their encouragement for Father 

Calicott's return to the parish, and the priest's willingness to 

accept an on-site monitor. 

Father Calicott will return to the parish with the knowledge 

and acceptance of Holy Angels parishioners. Furthermore, he will 

return under strict conditions established by the Review Board 

and the Archdiocese, conditions which he has accepted and which 

are being shared publicly with parishioners at Holy Angels. 

The Archdiocese has been engaged in dialogue with the 

leadership and the people of Holy Angels since Father Calicott 

was placed on administrative leave. With Father Calicott's 

cooperation, there has been disclosure of his situation to 

parishioners, including the fact that Father Calicott 
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acknowledged sexual misconduct with minors occurred nineteen 

years ago. 

Holy Angels Parish has strongly expressed a willingness to 

accept Father Calicott back in his role as pastor. The parish 

has also expressed its willingness to share the responsibility 

for important elements of his return to ministry. For example, 

the parish has been informed of the conditions of Father 

calicott's return, and Holy Angels parishioners and school 

parents will receive appropriate in-service training since they 

will, in effect, act as his monitors. 

The Archdiocese has also been in dialogue with the persons 

Father Calicott abused nineteen years ago, and those persons 

strongly supported Father Calicott•s return. 

# # # 
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PEDOflULE PltlEST UTURNS TO MINISTRY 
VICl'IMS 4.ND SURVIVORS RISPOND 

Fr. Jolm CUmtt will be oftlclllly reimtat.ed to his Mlftistry at Holy Anaela Parish 
on Sunday. Od.olJa- tS~ 1995. 

"THE LINKUP is opposed to this ninatatement and believes chilchm could be If 
a.• aaid Tom Economus. Praideat of1he Clicago based umomgroup. nm 
LINKUP position has been. that. the pedophile clergy are the reopomibiJit)' of die church. 
•ia no way st.oulcl they Ola' be de&ookecl and ntumed to socidlr ~nor . 
ahould they ewer be returned to a ministry that inducles obildren. • The Arclldiooese is 
1aJana a major rilkt 

In tis sit.ufation. it ia our undentanclibg tJmt Ule parishioners made the req\MSl tar 
bi& te1mD and ave asmmec1111e ~or ms aupen'iliom. nm ARhdioce9e, Pariah 
Couneel and have stated that Pr. Calicott Is not at rfsk to cblldrcm. mB 
UNK.UP will oontnse w monitor Holy Angds Parish. 

UNKUP Pre8idont, Tom F..conomus is avaHable for commem. at 312--334-2296 
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I have read the "Statement of the A.rchdiocese of Chicago 

Regarding Return of Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Parish," 

the "Conditions of Father John Calicott' s Return to Holy Angels 

Parish," the "Questions & Answers about Father Calicott's Return to 

Holy Angels Parish," and "Three Tough Questions about Father 

Calicott' s Return," and having reviewed and discussed them in 

detail with my client, Father John Calicott, hereby consent on his 

behalf to the public release of the information contained in these 

materials, including references to otherwise confidential 111111 
11111111 information. This public release includes, but is not 

limited to, the parishioners of Holy Angels Parish, the school 

parents of Holy Angels School, the communications media, and other 

interested parties. 

Patrick G. Reardon 

Attorney at Law 
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ARCHDIOCESE' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

MEMO 
TO: File PFR-13 

FROM: Bernadette 

RE: Phone Call 

DATE: October 12, 

COPY TO: Rev. Thomas 

Connolly 

from Rev. John Calicott. 

1995 

J. Paprocki 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-52'9 

=================================================================== 
1) At approximately 4:10 p.m. on Thursday, October 12, 1995, 

I received a call on my beeper. I returned the call and was 
informed that the number I had reached was Holy Angels Parish. I 
therefore asked for John Calicott. 

2) John stated the following: "I'm here at Holy Angels. The 
word is out. Everyone knows about the news. I spoke with George 
Murry, Bishop Murry. There are reporters outside who want to 
interview him. Newspaper reporters have been calling for me. I 
called Bishop Murry and informed him that I was at Holy Angels. He 
told me to stay put and that it should not look like we're hiding 
something or trying to duck the reporters." 

3) I asked J.C. did Bishop Murry give you permission to·be at 
Holy Angels? John Calicott stated "Yes." I informed John Calicott 
that according to Cardinal Bernardin, he· was not to be in the 
parish until 10/15/95. John Calicott responded "Well Bishop Murry 
did not want to come across as if we were hidi~ing. 11 John 
Calicott then requested to stay overnight in .......... 

4) I informed John Calicott that I needed to contact Bishop 
Murry in regards to this matter and that I would call John Calicott 
after I had spoken with Bishop Murry. 

5) Bishop Murry's secretary contacted him and informed Bishop 
Murry that I needed to speak with him as soon as possible. 

6) At 4:13 p.m. Bishop Murry called me and I asked him if he 
gave John Calicott permission to be at Holy Angels. Bishop Murry 
stated "John Calicott called me at my off ice and told me that he 
was at Holy Angels. The phones have been ringing all day and !2-
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just thought we shouldn't try to hide anything. I thought that 
John Calicott should not try to hide from reporters. Since the 
reporters were there, I told him to just stay in the rectory. I 
didn't directly give him permission. I'm on my way to Holy Angels 
to be interviewed in 17 minutes. 

7) My response to Bishop Murry: I informed Bishop Murry that 
the Cardinal said that John Calicott could not be in his parish 
until 10/15/95. John Calicott was informed about this in the 
earlier part of the week. I also informed Bishop Murry that John 
Calicott is currently violating his protocol and that I was going 
to inform the Cardinal. I also told Bishop Murry that I would be 
calling John Calicott and inform him of: 

1) Bishop Murry did not give him permission to be at 
Holy Angels. 

2) That John Calicott was in violation of his protocol 
by being at Holy Angels and that I would be informing 
Cardinal Bernardin. 

3) After the reporters leave Holy Angels, that John 
Calicott was to leave immediately and return to 
Mundelein. 

4) That John Calicott is not to be at his parish until 
10/15/95 as instructed by Cardinal Bernardin. 

5) That John Calicott would not be permitted to stay 
overnight in 1111111111 

8) I called John Calicott at 4:28 p.m. and pointed out #7. 
John Calicott said he would return to Mundelein after the reporters 
leave and that he was "sorry." 

9) I contacted Fr. Paprocki's office and asked Connie to call 
him in South Carolina and inform him of this incident. 

Phone Call from 10-16-95 

"I am furious! I think they should take John Calicott out just 
because of all of the misrepresentations, all of the untruths in 
statements all weekend. You can quote me." 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Communications Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8227 

STATE~ENT OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

RE: return of Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Parish 
October 12, 1995 

Under strict conditions which he has accepted and which have 

been shared publicly with his parishioners, Father John Calicott 

will be reinstated as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His return 

will become effective after Father Calicott signs a written 

covenant with Holy Angels parishioners that Cardinal Bernardin 

has approved. This will take place within the context of a 

parish liturgy. He has been on administrative leave since April, 

1994, after the Archdiocese received an allegation and Father 

Calicott acknowledged sexual misconduct: involving minors. nineteen 

years ago. There have been no other .. allegations. of sexual · 

misconduct involving minors since then. 

Under the the Archdiocese's written policies and procedures 

addressing clerical sexual misconduct with minors (Article 4, 

Section 11), earlier this year Father Calicott requested a Second 

Stage Review to seek a change in his ministry status. The 

Professional Fitness Review Board which oversees the Archdiocese 

of Chicago's policies and procedures regarding clerical sexual 

misconduct with minors conducted a Second Stage Review of Father 

Calicott's case and made its-recommendation to the Archbishop. 

-- more --
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FATHER CALICOTT RETURNS TO HOLY 

In deciding to reinstate Father Calicott, cardinal Joseph 

Bernardin noted that he was making an exception to his ~ ~. \.~ 
previously-stated position on return to parish ministry in cases ~ 
involving sexual misconduct with minor~ecided to do soJ J.~ 
based on the specific circumstances of Father Calicott•s case; ' 

In making its recommendation, the Review Board considered 

the length of time since the misconduct, the fact that no further 

allegations had arisen since that time, and the professional 

opinions of which had recommended 

Father Calicott's return to parish ministry and had concluded 

t-. • • • I I . . 
that he does not pose a significant risk to children as long as 

he continues appropriate steps 

cardinal Bernardin and the 

Review Board also considered the wishes of Holy Angels 

parishioners who had expressed their encouragement for Father 

Calicott's return to the parish, and the priest's willingness. to 

accept an on-site monitor. 

Father Calicott will return to the parish with the knowledge 

and acceptance of Holy Angels parishioners. Furthermore, he will 

return under strict conditions established by the Review Board 

and the Archdiocese, conditions which he has accepted and which 

are being shared publicly with parishioners at Holy Angels. 

The Archdiocese has been engaged in dialogue with the 

leadership and the people of Holy Angels since Father Calicott 

-- more --
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FATHER CALICOTT RETURNS TO HOLY ANGELS - 3 

was placed on administrative leave. With Father Calicott•s 

cooperation, there has been disclosure of his situation to 

parishioners, inclu~ing the fact that Father Calicott 

acknowledged sexual misconduct with minors occurred nineteen 

years ago. 

Holy Angels Parish has strongly expressed a willingness to 

accept Father Calicott back in his role as pastor. The parish 

has also expressed its willingness to share the responsibility 

for important elements of his return to ministry. For example, 

the parish has been informed of the conditions of Father 

Calicott's return, and Holy Angels parishioners and school 

parents will receive appropriate in-service training since they 

will, in effect, act as his monitors. 

The Archdiocese has also been in dialogue with the persons 

Father Calicott abused nineteen years ago, and those persons 

strongly supported Father Calicott•s return. 

# # # 
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Rev. Edward N. Coffey 
5300 West 24th Street 
Cicero, lliinois 60650 
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· · .. , .. ~ .. ··~""':'i:r.,:,·,··"·!:',,.tor: 'Accordmg to the text of the 

Prl·est agreement with parishioners, 
which the archdiocese called a 
covenant, Calicott pledges "always 
to have another responsible adult Continued from Page I 

ing that ,Joseph· Cardinal Bernar
din was going back on his promise 
that he would not put sex abusers 
hack into parishes. 

In a statement, Bernardin said 
he was reinstating Calicott be
cause there have been no allega
tions of abuses since the incidents 
19 years ago. Calicott insists there 
has been no misconduct in that 
period. . 

Bernardin also 'cited 
that said 

Caliciitt. "does not pose a signifi· 
cant risk to children." Bernardin 
noted there was widespread sup
port for Calicott by parishioners 
of the predominantly black parish. 

The victims have been contact
ed and they support the reinstate
ment, said archdiocesan spokes· 
man Hobert Quakenbush. 

The sexual misconduct took 
place at St. Ailbe Catholic 
Church, 9015 S. Harper, where 
Calicott. was an associate from 
1974 lo 1980. It was Calicott's first 
assignment after his ordination as 
a priest. . , 

He then !ierved at Holy Name 
of Mary Church, 11159 S. Loomis, 
until assuming the role of pastor 
of Holy Angels in October, 1991, 
replacing the Rev. George Cle· 
ments. 

Under the terms of his return, 
Calkott will make a public admis
sion of his past wrongs to parish
ioners and ask ·them "to forgive 
me and accept me once again as 
your priest, preacher of the word 
and pastor of souls." · 

Calicott has agreed to ••• 
and will 

have a priest with him at Holy 
Angels serve as a "resident moni-

present whenever I am in the 
presence of a minor." 

The church has a school with 
about 1,400 students, the largest 
black Catholic school in the na
tion. The church lists 500 regis
tered families. 

' Calicott said that on Sunday he 
"will share with the church's 
members this painful process. I 
think people know and love me, 
my ministry and my work. 

"I am going to share with them 
my own personal journey." He 
said he figures Sunday will be "a 
madhouse." 

According to the archdiocesan 
statement, Bernardin's reinstate
ment of Calicott was based on a 
recommendation by the archdio
cese's professional fitness review 
board, which oversees sexual mis
conduct policies. Calicott had i 
asked to be reinstated. 

Tom Economus, national direc
tor of Linkup, a survivors group of 
people abused by priests, said the 
reinstatement sends a bad mes
sage to. other priests: As long as 
one is popular with adult mem
bers, they do not have to fear 
retribution for their misconduct 
with children. 

Barbara Blaine, founder of the 
Survivors Network of those 
Abused by Priests, said the, arch
diocese "set a policy and now 
they're disregarding their policy" 
by reinstating an admitted pedo
phile priest. 

"The treatment of a criminal 
should not be based on his popu
larit.y," Blaine said. "He ought to 
be in jail.'' . 

At Holy Angels, mrnit of those 
interviewed said they approved of 
Calicott's return. 

"My· observations of the father 
is that he is an excellent example 
of Christian living," said Sister 
Helen, principal of Holy Angels 
School. "I think· it's tremendous 
he is returning." 

"Father John is well liked and 
respected," said Jim Brown, 47, 
the father of daughters ,Joy Lynn, 
6, and Shirval, 5. "I feel Whate\'er 
he did is in the past. He paid his 
dues." 

But, said Orlando Ruiz, who 
was picking up his daughter Aja, 
4, from the Holy Angels preschool: 
"I don't think he .should be al
lowed to come back. With those 
kind of accusations, he should not 
be allowed to be around kids." 

Contributinl;: Deborah Alex
ander 
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Church reinstates priest 
accused of sex molestation 
By Paui Galloway 
TRIBUNE RELIGION WRITER 

Even as the Catholic Church is 
wrestling publicly and privately 
with the problem of sexual 
molestation in the priesthood, the 
Archdiocese of Chicago Timrsday 
took the extraordinary step of for
mally reinstating a pastor who 
was removed last year for sexual 
misconduct. 

The reinstatement of Rev. John 
Calicott, a Rom~n catholic priest 

who acknowledged engaging in 
sexual acts with two male minors 
while a priest in 1976, came with a 
rigid set of conditions and guide
lines, as the archdiocese pains
takingly explained its decision. 

But it also represents a stark de
parture from a strict policy insti
tuted by the archdiocese that ruled 
out the reinstatement of priests 
guilty of sexual misconduct 

Although the reinstatement of 
Calicott to his post at Holy Angels 
Catholic Church on the South Side · 

was enthusiastically supported by 
some of his former parishioners, 

' it was viewed with a more jaundt~ 
ced eye by others. 

The head of an organization of 
victims who have been abused by 
priests was especially critical 
since her organization had pushed 
the archdiocese in recent years to . 
adopt a specific policy abou.t 
priestly behavior. 

"I think it's troublesome," said 
Barbara Blaine, president of the 

. SEE PRIEST, PAGE 20 
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20 Section 1 Chicago Tribune, Friday, October 13, 1995 N s 

P. n• est , , April 1994. At the time, he was the leaders, parishioners and even the 
20th priest to have been removed two adult males who were abused 

., . for sexual misconduct since July 19 years ago. 
CpNTINUED FRoM PAGE 1 1991. The total now is 22, an arch, A condition of Calicott's retilrn 
S:.urvivors Network of those diocesan spokesman said. is that he have an "on·site [adult] 
Abused by. Priests. "It's a highly "I don't think he's as happy as monitor" whenever he is with 
unusual move. The archdiocese is we are," said Rex Alexander, a children. 
b~sically saying their policy is no member of the parish council and In a noon service Sunday at the· 
pplicy at all." childhood friend of Calicott. church, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd., 

. •"I think this goes against what In a statement, Cardinal Joseph Calicott wlll be reinstated when 
any reputable therapist would say. Bernardin noted that his decision he signs a "covenant" wit:'1 the 
Therapists say people who molest to reinstate Calicott reversed his church asking for forgiveness and 
c~ildren are always at risk to policy that priests who sexually promising to abide by its re

.a·buse again. They are never abused minors would never be re· strictions. 
healed. Most reabuse. Tlle archdi- turned to a parish ministry. These include his pledge of hav-
o~ese has learned this the hard Bernardin, who is in Rome, said ins adult monitors and 
w~y." · . · he made an exception because of I 
:sut the priest at the center of iilliiiliiliiiliiillili··· that Several parishioners inter-

t&e decision expressed nothing said Calicott poses no "significant viewed Thursday were unanimous 
b~t joy. risk. to children" if he continues in their delight about Galicott's re-
~;'I'm elated," said Calicott, 48, therapy. He also cited the long turn. 

who became Holy Angels pastor passage of time since the miscon- "I'm so glad it's over, thank 
iii 1992 and has been on adminis- duct. with no subsequent in- God, and he can come back." said 
ttativ.e leave since his removal in cidents, and the support of church. Earline Dailey, a church member 

----------- ___ .for more than 40 years. "Our pray
ers are answered. He's such a 
strong person and caring person 
He was so good with the young." 

"Father John is one of the best 
things that's happened to our par
ish," said parish coWlcil member 
Alexander, who was an altar boy 
with Calicott at Holy Angels when 
they both lived in the Ida B. Wells 
housing complex and attended the 
parish school together. "He's one 
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Calicott said he understands" 
the anger and pain' of victims.; 
"But all these situations are not I 

the same," he said. "That's· the · 
bottom line. I've gone throug~ :. 

think the difficulty that faces lhe · 
church and everyone involved"is · 
that a better understanding whl; 
assuage the pain." ', . :•· ,. 

"My concern is always with the1' 

kids," Alexander said. "But we:; 
did intensive research on priests:• 
accused of sexual m iscoml11et. · 
and ·we've watched Father John· 
accept what he was given, and 
we are sure there is no risk. 1·: 
once told Cardinal Bernardin:• 
that I would leave my two:'. 

·daughters with Father John .. I:• 
trust him totally." ·' 

Trib.une photo by Charles Osgood. 

.Debra Morris is among parishioners expecting the return of Rev. John 
Calicott, who admitted moJ~ting boys. · 

Auxiliary Bishop George: 
Murry, who heads the ar-·· 
chdiocese's Vicariate VI, a region< 
where Holy Angels is located,> 
will officiate at Sunday's reins- ' 

. of the most spiritual human 
beings I've ever met." 

Calicott arrived as pastor to suc
ceed the dynamic, well-known 
Rev. George Clements, who had 
infused the impoverished 
Kenwood-Oakland neighborhood 
with pride, making the parish pay 
its own way and establishing an 

outstanding school, which now tatement service. ';:. ;; 
has 1,300 students. . "What we were trying to do Is:• 

When the church was destroyed · put his return into a religious:: 
by fire 1986, Clements led a na- context," Murry said. "It will be•l 
tionwide rebuilding campaign. in context of liturgy, based on 'an:; 

"We'd lost a legend in Father Old Testament coven:mt between'.· 
Clements, and we were close to God and his people." :: 
not being a parish anymore," Al· Murry said parishioners have 
exander said. "But Father John been adamant in seeking 
brought a. new spirituality, not Calicott's reinstatement. · 
only to the parish but to the com- "He's very highly thought of, in 
munity. When we lost him be- the church and the African- · 
cause of the allegations, it was as American community/' he said:.: 
devastating as the fire." "A large number of members . 

The charges were made by the have written and come up to me· . 
two adult males to the archdio- to assure me they understood the" 
cese on March 31, 1994. After an circumstances and wanted him': 
·investigation, the fitness review · back, and I have visited ·the par-· 
board recommended the removal 
of Calicott, who acknowledged ish a number of times." ,, 
the misconduct. Murry said while he knows of 

Blaine, who has led a highly no similar reinstatement in tliis :: 
publicized fight against what her archdiocese, such reinstatements " 
SNAP organization described as have occurred elsewh.ere. 1-'I; 
a church cover-up for sexually think ·that what's very differe.ht • 
predatory priests, while critical about this situation is it's all·· 
of the decision, found some being done completely abov'e- ·: 
solace in the terms outlined in board. ~· · 
the announcement. · During Calicott's absen~'e, :. 

"If there's a redeeming factor, Murry appointed a series ~or
it's that they're going public with priests to serve there temporari- ~ 
this. But I can't imagine that ly. "To be fair to him, Calicott .. 
Cardinal Bernardin would risk had not resigned as pastor. tie : 
putting any child at risk, espe- was removed and wanted to ;go• 
cially since we know how devas- through this process. :. 
tating it is." . . "If the process hadn't worked : 

Even though the parishioners itself out and if the board Md . 
may want him back, Blaine said, . asked he not be returned we .. 
"I think the k~ds: come first. ~ow would have asked for his ~esig- : 
you treat a cnmm~l shouldn t b,e nation and a permanent pasfor · 
based on popularity. He wasn t would.have been appointed." ~" '· 
indicted, but he admitted to .. . •: ·. 
criminal behavior. His coming We. feel ~o good .~hat. Fathe.r ;, 
back to the ministry is not a John is .commg ba~k. said Jes~.i- .. 
right." ca Hamilton, a ~ember for m~~e !: 

Calicott agreed with Blaine on . than 30 years. He has b~en,:.,a 
one point. role ~~odel to a lot of the ch1l- :~ " 

"The main issue to me is the dren. =~ 
risk to children," he said, "and Tribune reporter Nancy Ryan;·~ 
rm not a risk to 1'if.Js." r:omri/Juted 10 tills article. ,·~ 

. . ~"' 

-~--·------. . -~ ... . _..:.. .... .._, _____ .. .... ... 
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Priest removed for sexual-abuse to b·e -r~instated 
By Jay Copp 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

------~ 

· A prie.st removed from his parish by the 
Chicago Archdic1cese for sexual miscon
tl.ucl "'ith minors is bein!! reinstated; arch
diocesan officials say he is no longer a risk 
to c:hild~n anJ will be c:losdy supervised. 

Fa1hcr John C:ilicott, 48, will rcrum as 
pastor of Hol)' Angels. Parish on the South 
Si.Jeon Oi:L 15. He \\'3S placed on adminis
trali\IC leave in April 1994 after an allcga· 
tion of misconducl 1hnt occurred in 1976. 

Calkoll will be welcomed hack to Holy 
Angels in a highly unusual spc~ial liturgy. 
He will ask p~ri~hioners for forgiveness 
and sign a covcnanl in whi<:h he pledges Ill· 
wnys to tiave "1mother_ responsible adull 
rresent" when with a minor. Parisbicmcrs 
were highly :suppetr1ivc of Calicou':s return 
when archdiocesan officials broac:hed lhe 
idea to them, said Fa1hcr Thoma~ Paprod;i, 
cha11cellor of the ;uchdioc:csc. 

--said Calicotl <!oes not pose -help. 
~lo diildren, said Paproc.ki. all for it freinsfollement]." 

fthc victim]_~ , Holy Angeli;, 607 E. Oakwood B[vd,, in 

Calicott hiis agreed to . The victim, whose identi.ty is known to 
••• He also has agreed to accept a liOmc ;it Ht•ly Angels, named a second per-. 
monilor at Holy Angels. Fatlter James Mol- son abt1sed by CalicoLL ·Thi'. second person 
lohan, a retired priest, will relocate rrom corroborated the abuse to archdiocesan.of
Church of ttic Hol)' Spirit in Schl'tumburg 10 fici11ls bul c:hosc nol to comc·ro,...,,.:,ml. · 

Holy Angels. Mollohan is "an extra safo- i~~0,:Jr;;i;;;;;,;1ii¢i.:tiii~\:f,..%~<k::W.§.;i:jij 
guard to reassure p-coplc," said Paprocki.· - . ·. ·· · ·: J"Chdj ·. rl'~'ifni\'~ta+z:.~ ·t.,;,, 

1991. He was ordained in 1914 .. · 
Holy Angels, a key ·_puish for black 

Catholics for ma,ny )'ears, ha<: been run hy a 
pricst-adrninisrrator since Ca!icoct's departure_ 

In early July, Pttprodi and AuKiliar;· 

1 Bishop George Murry met with tt1e pastoral 

The rcinstatcmen1 was approved by Car- · ·.. ijt,1Jt,,/..l-9:Q~!:.4!.~ffl,. ~V!l'."'t'I " .. ~ 

. :~~~n8~;~~';;r;Fe~s:::! 0~t~;~~:C~i:: ·.·. · -~~~·EJ~~,l~~·f Pftt~~ft? i·~S:~:;~ · 

· council al Holy Angels to uptfalc them on 
Calicott. Bishop Murr}' la1er spent a da}' 
with parishioners 10 determine lheir reac
tion to Calicolt's r-ctum. 

"They were <,verwheln1ingly ii. favor of 
il," said raprocki. Doiml. Calicou had as.kcd the board ror re- · . ·· · 

inscatement. The board was set up by the ·· .· · The Holy A·ngcls pasrnra! council w~s 
cardinal in 1992 10 m·crscc 1hc arr.hdiocc-; : t<il!i of lhe rcinstutcmerit on Oct I I, allow· 
se's policies on clerical sexual mis:conduct. . ing a fow days for word lo spread before 

Thi:: cardinal's policy on priests .,,·ho cti- · the speeial liturgy on Ocl JS: . 
gaged in sei.u11! misconduct with" minors is 1l1c "!iturgy will include a re.Pding from 
not IO return tl1e111 to ministry wilh accc.5s Genesis on God's covenant will' Abraham. 
10 children. Bllt Paprocki said the special Calicott will lhc:n pledge, "J promise to Jive· 
circums1ance.s of Calicou's case. including by this cov~nant that we enter 1od:iy. l a.~k 
lhc length of time since the mis~onduct, you 10 forgi\•c me and nccepl me once 
warranl an exception. again as your priest, preacher ul tile Word 

The person abused by Calko11 is in favor and pastor of souls." 
ur his return as p;1slor, said P11~1roi.:ki. The Culicoll, one of onl)· 15 hlad prie.-;•s in 
victim's "conl~ern was that h.e ICalico11] gel the an:hdioc.i:se, was ap11oi111i:.d pas1or or 

Paprocki slli<l the fate of either pric~t!> .-c· 
moved from parishes afler se~ual misconduct 
allegations will be considered on a case-by
casc bits.is. "I don't want 10 say i1 [reini>t~le
mcntl could ne\'U happen oigain," he said. 
·The archdiocese has rcmo.,·cd 22 priests 

accused of si:xu:il misconduct wilh minon; 
since Jul)' !~91. 

Paprocki said lie knows of no ci\.'il suils 
against Calicott: lhc statute or limi1111ions 
has e11.pircd for criminah:ha1gcs. 

As of prc.-ss 1i111c The New \\'orlu was un
able 10 intervic~· Holy Angels parishioner!'. 
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Statement by archdiocese on Fr. Calicott 
Following is a suuemenrfrom lhi! Arch· with minors conducted a Second Stage 
diocese of Chicago concerning the re· Review of Father Calicott's case and 
:urn of Fathu Jolin Calico11 ro Hal}' made its r~cornmendution 10 1he art,;h-
Angtls Parish: · bishop. . . ·· 

ln dc:ciding to reinsrntc Father Cali-
Un'1cr strict condicion~ which he has 1:01t, Ca.rdinal Josc:ph Bi:rnardin no1cd 

accepted an<l which have been shared . that he was making an exception to his 
publicly 1.vich his parishioners, Father previously-st1tteu pusitiori on return to 
John Calicott will be rc:in£tatcd a5 pas- parish miniMry in cases involving sc:tu· 
tor of Holy Angels Parish. His return· al misconduct with minOt$, but decided 
will bec;o01c effec1ive after Father Call· to do so :.based on the specific circum· 
cou signs a wrirten covenant with Holy stances of Fa1hcr Calicot1's ca:>c. · 
Angels parishioners 1hat C;,ardinal In making its recommcnda1ion, ·chc 
B¢rnardin has approved. This will lake . Review Board con$idered the lengih of 
place within the context of a parish 1imc since the mi5condt.1ct, the fact that 
l11urg~. He has been on adminisir:nive no further allcgalions had arisen since 
luve since April 1994, af1er the arch- · that time, and the professional opinions 
diocese rcceive<1 an allegation and Fa- o( •••••••••••••••• 
ther Ca.iicou 11cknowledged i:exual mis- which had recommended that he does 
conduc1 involving rninors 19 years ago. not pose a significa·nt risk to children as 
There have been no 01her allcg-a1ions of long as he i;ontin1,1cs appropria1e steps 
sexual misconduct involving minors 
since then. 

U'nder 1he archdiocese's wriuen p,oii
cies .. and procedures :liidressing clerical 
~exual misconduct with minors (Artic:le 
4. Section 11 ), earlier thiiw year Father 
Calicott requested" a Second Stage Re
•·iew to ~eek. a chlllngc in his rninis1ry 
staius. Ttu: Professional Fitness Review 
Bo•rd which oversees lhe Archdiocese 

.of Chicago's policies a11d proccd11res 
re11arding ch:rical se,..ual misconduct 

Cardinal 
Bernardln and the Review Soard also 
considered· the wishes. of· Holy Angels 
pari$hfoners who"had <;:,;pressed t.heir 
enco1.iragcmc:nt for Fa1her Callcott's re• 
turn to the parish, and the priest's wlll·. 
ingness to accept an on-site monitor. 

Fa1hcr Calicott will return to .the 
parish with !he knowledge: ~nd accep
tance of Holy Angels parishioners. Fur-
1hermore, he will return under strict 

. conditlon~ estaMished by the Review 
Soard and 1he archdiocese, conditions 
which he has accept~d and which are 
being shared publicly wilh parishioners 
at Holy Angel11. 

The archdiocese has been cngagod in 
dialogue with the: leadership lnd the 
people ~f Holy Angels since Father 
Calicolt wa5 placed on adminhtrativc 
leave. With Father Calir.:ott's coopera
tion, there has been disclo'sure of his 
situath)n lO pari~hitint1rs. including the 
fact tha1 Father Calicott a.ckno.wled.ged 
sexual misconduct with mi.nors oc
i;urrcd 19 years ago. · . . 
·Holy Angr:ls Parish has strongly ex

pressed a .willingne~s to accept Father 
Calicott back in his role as pastor. The· 
parish has also ex.pressed it$ willing-.· 
ness to share !he rtsponsibility for im· 
portan1 tlements of his return to min
islff For eumple. the parish has been 
informed on the i:'onditions of Father 
Calicott's return.' and Holy Angels 
pari:;hioners an<l school parents will re
ceive appropriate in-secvice training 
sine¢ they will, in effect, acl as his 
monitors. 

'fhe archdiocese has also been in dia
logue with the persons Father.Calicott 
abused 19 years ago. and those persons 
strongly supp.orted Fatncr Calicolt's re~ . 
turn . 

............... ,,, ................... ·-·· .-.--.-···-·· .. -·\----... - ..................... '"""''·'J'"" .. 
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CNS - Catholic News Service 

ambassador to the United Nations, also included editors 
Anne Buckley of Catholic New York, Bob Dylak of The 
Catholic Advocate in Newark, N.J., and Dan Medinger of 
The Catholic Review in Baltimore. Pope John Paul's Oct. 
4-8 visit to the United States included stops in the 
archdioceses of Newark, New York and Baltimore and the 
Diocese of Brooklyn. "When people ask how I managed to 
get this close to the pope, [ simply tell them the truth. I 
asked," wrote Wilkinson in a column for the Oct. 14 issue 
of The Tablet. r ,, R 
... r 1 D 
VIDEO-CHICAGO Oct. 13, 1995 (I 00 words) 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO UNVEILS VIDEO 
NEWSLETTER 
By Catholic News Service 

CHICAGO (CNS) -- The Archdiocese of Chicago has 
issued its first-ever video newsletter. 

Titled "A Community of Faith," the video newsletter 
may be issued quanerly if reaction is favorable from parish 
councils, parish staff, and other prospective audiences. 

The first newsletter, 14 minutes long, looks at the 
installation of the archdiocese's first pastoral coordinator, 
a program to increase offertory giving, e~_hancing homilies 
and liturgies, improving racial and ethnic· harmony among 
Catholics, and discusses the archdiocese's "Decisions" 
strategic planning effort. 

The video was developed by the Chicago Archdiocese's 
communications office for use by archdiocesan parishes and 
agencies. 

••• 
REINSTATE Oct. 13, 1995 (500 words) 
CHICAGO PRIEST REMOVED FOR SEXUAL 
MISCONDUCT TO BE REINSTATED 
By Jay Copp 
Catholic News Service 

CHICAGO (CNS) -- A priest removed from his parish 
by the Chicago Archdiocese for sexual misconduct with 
minors has been reinstated; archdiocesan officials say he is 
no longer a risk to children and will be closely supervised. 

Father John Calicott, 48, was to return as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish in Chicago on Oct. 15. He was placed 
on administrative leave in April 1994 after an allegation of 
misconduct that occurred in 1976. 

Father Calicott was to be welcomed back to Holy 
Angels in a highly unusual special liturgy. He will ask 
parishioners for forgiveness and sign a covenant in which 
he pledges always to have "another responsible adult 
present" when with a minor. 

Parishioners were highly supportive off ather Calicott's 
return when archdiocesan officials broached the idea to 
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Friday, October 13, 1995 

them, said Father Thomas Paprocki, chancellor of the 
Chica o Archdiocese. 

said Father 
Calicott does not pose a significant risk to children, Father 
Paprocki said. 

Father Calicott has agreed to 
-and to accept a monitor at Holy Angels. Father 
James Mollohan, a retired priest, will relocate from Church 
of the Holy Spirit in Schaumburg to Holy Angels and will 
serve as "an extra safeguard to reassure people," said 
Father Paprocki. 

The reinstatement was approved by Cardinal Joseph L. 
Bernardin of Chicago, who acted on a recommendation of 
the Professional Fitness Review Board. Father Calicott had 
asked the board -- set up in 1992 to oversee the 
archdiocese's policies on clerical sexual misconduct - for 
reinstatement. 

The cardinal's policy on priests who engaged in sexual 
misconduct with minors is not to return them to ministry 
with access to children. But Father Paprocki said the 
special circumstances of Father Calicott's case, including 
the length of time since the misconduct, warrant an 
exception. 

The person abused by Father Calicott is in favor of his 
return as pastor, said Father Paprocki. The victim's 
"concern was that he (Father Calicott) get help. -
- (the victim) is all for" reinstatement, he 
added. 

The victim named a second person abused by Father 
Calicott. The second person corroborated the abuse to 
archdiocesan officials, but chose not to come forward. 

Father Calicott, one of only 15 black priests in the 
Chicago Archdiocese, was ordained in 1974 and appointed 
pastor of Holy Angels in 1991. The parish had been run by 
a priest-administrator since Father Calicott's departure. 

Father Paprocki said the fate of other priests removed 
from parishes after sexual misconduct allegations will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. "I don't want to say it 
(reinstatement) could never happen again," he said. 

The Chicago Archdiocese has removed 22 priests 
accused of sexual misconduct with minors since July 1991. 

Father Paprocki said he knew of no civil suits against 
Father Calicott; the statute of limitations has expired for 
criminal charges. 

••• 
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---·--·--·---------. 
--·--·---- ·----·--·--·--------

H.E. Josephcardinal Bernar<'lin, 
Archdiocese of Chicago, 
Post Office Box 1979, 
Chicago, 
Il1inoie 60690. 

~our Eminence, 

Father Jolm calicott. 

14 OCtober 1995. 

To-day l received a copy of your letter of 6 October 1995 regarding 
Father John Calicott. 

l Yrite to express my admiration for this pastoral solution which, no 
doubt, baa been the fruit of much deliberation an<'l prayer by so many 
different parties. 

Although I live a long way fran Chicago it is a source of great personal 
encouragement to me to know that oourageous decisions, involving both 
risk and hope, can be made with such goodwill by all involved. 

I writ.e to assure you that in these coming ~cks Father John Calicott 
and the people of Holy Angels Parish will be in my prayers. Thank you 
for the part you have played in making this decision possible. 

Parish Priest. 

Clifto11 Catholic n;,,,·e.tan Trustees Regi.ttered 
Charity Rtgi.rtralion Nc1. 233977. 

AOC 010601 



. 1? SAINT EDWARD ·tHURCH 
4350' West Sunnyside Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60630-4147 
(312) 545 - 6496 

.Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, IL 60610 · 

Dear brother Joseph, 

October 14, 1995 

I cannot find the words to express the feeling I had when I read the letter yoti sent 
about John Calicott. It had such an uplifting effect on me, and I a~ sure, on others. 
Thank you and those who advised you for being so understanding and. compassionate, 
loving and just. We neede,d that! 

It is good to see you well again. This, too, is a bles~ing for the Church, especially the 
priests of Chicago. You remain in my prayers . .. 

Sincerely, ~. 

lla<M ·--- r 1 
John M Murphy · 

.... 
. ' .lt, 

·. '; 
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11But the word of Cod is not chained." 2 Timothy 2/9. 

our topic: "As 1 was saying ... " 

it Is not unheard of that for any number of reasons, a speaker may be 

Interrupted, may have to take a hiatus, may be delayed or distracted In his 

or her discourse. ouite often, upon returning to the text after the pause, 

the speaker may be inclined to use the Phrase. "As 1 was saying" to refocus 

attention upon that thought, that posture which the speaker had before 

the interruption, the direction In which the speaker was going before the 

hiatus. And lest there be those who believe that my ministry will now go in 

a different direction, that I have somehow been broken or made less 

committed to talking the talk and walking the walk, I wish to come with the 

topic, the reminder, "as 1 was saying ... " 

However, It has been a long and painful hiatus for my members, for all who 

love and care for me, and for me myself. And before 1 take up those issues 

which were Interrupted, I wish to speak to the hiatus and to place some 

personal perspective on the last eighteen months. 

one of the questions which has plagued many of my members is why did 

It take so long? The best way that I can put this 1 think is in the context of 

a hunting trip which 1 once took ... 

A year ago this past Mother's Day, I stood, not before all of you, but before 
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my membership and spoke to those 11prlvate Issues" which a young man at 

that time recently had taken to my religious superiors. 1 deliberately use the 

terms "private Issues" because that is the terminology which he himself 

chose publlcally to use. I have known him to be an Individual who takes 

great care and Is most meticulous In his choice of words, most especlally 

when he chooses to give Ink to them. It has pained me that many, very 

many have not seen flt to respect his terminology, his other desires In this 

matter. his faith direction In this matter. 

I stood here and apologized to the young man, who was here present, for 

my bungllng, stupid failure to preclude from his young heart that very pain 

and hurt which would move him, for whatever, reason, to bring these issues 

to the attentions of my cardlnal Archbishop. Having done so, I further 

Informed you, the Issue having been raised as to my possibly being a risk to 

children, that I had agreed to 

1 did not, as I noted, feel or sense anything In me which would say in any 

way or fashion that I was a risk to children. But, as 1 further 

noted at that time, a man, or a woman, may not truly know his or her own 

heart, and it was with that mind set that 1 left here to begin one of the 

most painful and frustrating journeys of my life. I wish you to know that 1 

chose I chose it because I had been told that it was • 

Having so chosen, I went "tabla 
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rasa", a blank tablet as we say, save for one condition. It is a condition I have 

shared with precious few but now feel compelled to share with vou mv 

membersnlp, mv friends. 1 felt that no matter what-found that the 

members of Holv Angels and Holy Name of Marv and many others In our 

African American Catholic community would lovingly and joyously take me 

back, put their arms around me. support and sustain me. so long as I nad 

dealt forthrightly with whatever those issues might be. However, 1 must 

honestly confess tnat that was not good enough for me. You who love me 

w111 not lll<e to hear this, but 1 called each of my brothers upon mv 

departure for and told them to start looking for a job for 

me, because if, Indeed, found anything in me whlcn 

Indicated that I was a rlsl< to children, not only was I not coming back to 

Ho1v Angels or Holy Name of Mary, or the African American Catholic 

community of cn1cago, I was not coming back to priesthood, period. To mv 

mind there are a number of Ironies, church, to tnls situation. one Is that had 

-ound something 1 would probablV be well on with mv life by now 

in some capacity rather tnan having to endure the hellish limbo of the past 

few months. 
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But as bedraggled and worn as 

some of you say I appeared when I stepped off the alrplane upon my return 

to Chicago, I cannot sav that 1 did not return to Chicago without some 
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greater sense of well being. sort of like when you feel vour health Is okay, 

but you feel better about It after taking the physical examination and the 

doctor tells you the old body Is good for a few more miles. And this sense 

of well being turned to prayerful tnanks when I received the departure 

ell, churcn, I thought It was Christmas and 1 felt like 

a kid who had just gotten a brand new pair of S100.oo Nike gym shoes. And 

I was rarln' to begin running for Jesus again. 1 stuck out my chest, 

straightened my bac1<, and presented the departure letter. They said, "Well, 

we have some Questions we would like to send to - They fired up the 
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questions. 

There ts, church, I nave discovered, a considerable amount of intellectual 

dishonesty around tnis issue of risk. You and 1 know that there Is not one 

psychiatric institute in this country which is going to go on record as saying 

that any Individual In this cnurch or anvwnere else Is no risk anymore than 

tney would say tnat anyone here is at no risk for taking a gun and going out 

one day and shooting someone. rney are not going to go out on tne limb 

like that and I do not blame them. 

Parenthetically, then one can understand my disappointment with the initial 

press reports. I do not ever, In my entire lifetime, ever remember admitting 

or saving that 1 am a pedophile or someklnd of predatory child molester. 1 
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saying this or the Archdiocese of 

Chicago saving this or the youn~~~~ho brought his personal concerns 

to the church saying thi~"l;,1,d~r~ometlmes If the men and women of the 

press fully comprehend and respect the awesome power of their medium. 

This Is not to say that such coverage has been totally their fault. I must 

acknowledge and thank a voice over the phone at channel 9. The young lady 

asl<ed me my feelings about the television news coverage and 1 noted that, 

personally, 1 thought It had been verv biased. She replied that "we really trv 

not to be biased, but no one could get Into touch with you and we have 

deadllnes." She was probably correct. we had not expected this deluge of 

coverage and, though 1 returned calls to the press as fast as time would 

allow, the archdiocese did not want me here at the parish until today and 

this, of course, hampered my ability to be avallable to the press. Even so, 

ladles and gentlemen of the press, where there is great power, there Is even 

greater responslbllltv for human compassion, human understanding, 

Objectivity and fairness. And yours Is one of the greatest powers within and, 

Indeed, without our countrv. But, as 1 was saying ... 

upon receiving this second reply from 

I went 

trotting down the road, my little documentation in hand. 1 must honestly 

confess though, that I no longer felt that I was running In a brand new pair 

or shoes. 1 relt more llke 1 was beginning to drag a ball and chain around my 
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ankles. 1 tentatively and cautiously presented the documentation and, 

wouldn't you know It, "back througn tne cotton field, across the railroad 

track ... " They said, "Well, this looks good, indeed very good. sut we are 

talklng about tne safety of cnlldren. And Just to be extra safe we want to 

ask that you ., 

Well, this time, In order to add even greater Objectivity to the matter, 1 

determined to All of 

this taking great time, mind you. 1 I have 

told some of those closest to me that, while 1 truly do not understand now 

they get anything out of it, 

Well, this time I am certain 

about the ball and chain as t carry the documentation. And I fully expect 

another trip across the cotton field. However, I can not Justly place all of the 

delay on those who were attempting to discern whether It was 

safe to return me. This time wnen 1 brought the 

documentation they did say, "Well, maybe you're right. Maybe the rabbit is 

there, but to be on the safe side, if you want to get that rabbit you're going 

to have to do It our wav." And, church, as they enumerated the restrictions 

or as they would later say conditions and still later say covenant terms, 1 

became deeply, deeply depressed. It was at that point that It struck me that 
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while I have been unhappy as a priest, this was the first time in my life that 

1 was unhappy to be a priest. Cod forgive me, but 1 honestly prayed for him 

to remove from my heart the burning desire I have to preach His Word, to 

offer up this holy sacrifice. 1 sat In that field for almost a montn as 1 prayed, 

consulted with my family, my "homies" and the elders of our community, 

tnought heavlly on tnese restrictions. But, cnurch, 1 want to testify that God 

w111 find a way to make his will known to you. I believe that 1 started to 

mal<e the aeclslon when Rev. Craig Jenkins, pastor of Beth Eden Baptist 

Church and a dear friend said to me, In so many words, "John, my brotner, 

the only terms which you really have to worry about are In the only 

document you really have to worry about, the gospel of our Lord ano 

savior, Jesus Christ." It was on that followlng Sunday as brother Hill graced 

us with his wonderful, soulful rendition of "Your grace And Mercy, that 1 

Cietermined that Satan had had a strangle holC1 on my life for far too long. 

What I am, I am. What 1 am not, I am not. As I am not a pedophlle, not a rlsl< 

to children, little, If, Indeed, anything, would or could be gained by 

pretending that I was, by attempting to assume behaviors as If I were, by 

changing my mfnister1a1 stance as If I were. 1 determined to accept tne 

terms so that 1 might return to my ministry and be about the business of 

preaching Christ crucified. 
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How have I endured It? Believe me, church, not by my strength, as many of 

you have said, but by God's strength, and mv famlly's strength and your 

strength. And also by a strength which comes from a strange irony to the 

situation. mv realization that although, without a Question this has been the 

singular most painful year and a half in my life, If perchance, I could save 

one single chilc:J from sexual abuse or exploitation by doing so, I would, 

without a single moment's hesitation, walk through each and every second 

of It again, so strong Is my own personal, Internal stance against such abuse. 

1 have grave problems with parts of our archdiocesan process and am nappy 

that the cardinal has re-convened the committee to look at and, pernaps, 

more finely hone this process. However, a process we must have. Children 

should not hurt. 

The members of the press wfth whom I have spoken have reoeatedlV posed 

the question as to what do I say to parents who stlll do not feel that they 

can trust their children wfth me? When one has exhausted all that Is 
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humanly possible to gain the trust of another human being, there Is little 

else that one can do save to say to that individual, "I am sorry that you do 

not trust me." It is part of the human condition that many times we are 

incapable of having trust when there really Is no reason for us not to trust. 

Husbands, at times with no valld reasons, fail to trust their wives and vice 

versa. At times friendships fold because of a lack of trust which should not 

be there, families divide often for the same reason. It Is an unfortunate but 

very real part of our human condition. And shall I expect myself to be above 

or beyond that human condition? 

What do I say to the members of SNAP and LINK-UP? I watch you on 

televlslon; 1 llsten to your words and I sense such great Internal pain and 

anguish. And now a strange convergence of time and circumstance has 

made me a part of your pain and anguish. No sane human being wishes to 

bring pain and anguish to the hearts of others and 1 have not wanted this. 

I realize that you will probably be unable to internalize this but 1 do thank 

you for your continued vigilance relative to the safety of our children and 

raising the consciousness. not just of the church. but also of our larger 

society as to our need more fully to protect the innocent ones. 

What do 1 say of two key players, Joseph cardinal Bernardin and Bishop 

George Murrv. I found cardinal Bernardin, throughout this to be the deeply 

sp1r1tua1 and pastoral bishop I have always known him to t>e. There has been 

only one time curing this entire affair when he has become a llttle testy 
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with me and that was at our last meeting. 1 believe he was pained by my 

reluctance towards the restrictions, for this has been a an extremely 

difficult and delicate matter and he has given many, many hours, even 

during his illness to attempting a fair resolution. I found myself amazed and, 

as one of his priests, deeply touched that, although the Chief Shepherd of 

one of the largest Archdioceses In the world, whenever I reQuested to meet 

with him regarding this matter, he Clid so within 48 hours. You know he had 

to have been doing a great deal of juggling his calendar in order to do that. 

I continue to deeply respect and he continues to have my deep loyalty. 

1 consider Bishop Murry a "brother·· In that sense In which we use the term. 

Anyone who could enc::1ure what I call his black and blue sun day here at Holy 

Angels and the wrath of my sister, has truly been there. 

Yeah, George, 1 didn't know she was going to be there or I would have called 

you to warn you. You're okay when she tightens her llps a llttle bit, that's 

just a callcott trait when we become angry. And you're still safe when she 

cuts her eyes a little bit. But when she throws her hand on that hip, get 

your helmet and hit the dirt because it's about to come. 

And I should clear up something here. some of my members have told me 

that 1 really llKe Bishop Murrv but I am so mad at him because ne has your 

Job. No, church, Bishop Murrv has his job. 1 have mv job. I did not feel when 

I was placed on administrative leave, that I had not even begun to come 

close to finishing the work Which coc::1 would have me Clo here. If they had 
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offered me the episcopacy while I was on administrative leave, I would not 

have accepted It. Because you all know how we can be. "Must've been 

something wrong with him, that's why they made a bishop out of him. They 

just had to get him out of that parish." If It Is the wlll of Cod that t become 

a bishop, then no man, woman or any other thing wlll stop that. Bishop 

Murrv has his job, I have my job, I look forward to proctaimlng the Gospel 

with him. 

wnat do 1 ask of you, my membersntp, friends and loved ones here today? 

Three things. I have Included In the bulletin three phone numbers, Bishop 

Murry's; the Vicar for priests, Fr. Dan Coughlin, and the Professional Fitness 

Administrator, Ms Bernadette Connolly. And they have not asked me to do 

this. 1 aetermined early on to do this, long before restriction or terms were 

mentioned. I would asl< that you cut those numbers out, put them In your 

purse or your wallet and should you see me at any time, in any way, doing 

anything which might suggest that I might hurt a child, I want you to call 

one of them. I feel that It might be pretty difficult to come up to the pastor 

and say "well, brer' pastor, I'm, you know, a little concerned about this or 

that" and, perhaps, If everyone is a card carrying or number carrying 

watcher some peace in this matter wlll begin to prevail so that we might be 

about the business of church. 

secondly, I ask that you pray for and with me that t might deal wltn the 

great anger within mv heart. Paul, Jn Eohesians 4 and 26, reminds us "do not 
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let the sun set on your anger." well, many suns have set on mv anger. And 

It is not a good anger, a healthy anger. Early on, mv mother visited me at 

She surveyed the place as onlv mother's can, llstened to 

me went home. Two days later she called me and she said "Son, anger has 

Its place, but you are two angry. You swore in front of me twice. Ordinarily, 

I would slapped you out of that chair. <See, young people, that one of those 

old fashioned mamas. You never get too old to loose respect for them> She 

went on to say, "But 1 could see how angrv and upset vou were. such anger 

wlll eat vou away Inside." As some of you know, I have been known, on 

occasion, to use a word or two of profanltv. Now, brother Donaldson and 

brother cavln y'all leave that alone. Don't out mv business out in the street 

now. But I never use profanity in front of my mother. And what is worse 1 

was so angry I do not even remember saving but one of the words. I am 

very angry with the Church at this point and it is not a positive, not a 

constructive anger. 1, with your help, must pray It awav. 

Flnallv, on a far more spiritual level, I want vou to give thanks to our God 

who has walked with us through this storm. I want you to give thanks, that 

all of these dlfflcultles, all of these travails, all of these frustrations have in 

no way chained the word of Ood. For, on this afternoon, I see a board 

meeting taking place In a large building with the words "Hell Incorporated" 

on its Side ... 1 see the CEO named satan ... 
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The past year and one half has been dlfflcult, arduous and, quite often, 

deeply palnful. 1 am obvlously elated and enthusiastic that It has culminated 

with mv being able to return to that ministry to which I feel God has called 

me and to which I committed myself over twenty years ago. 

I wish to thank the cardinal Archbishop of Chicago, Joseph cardinal 

Bernardin, for his dlllgent attention to the protection of children, as well as 

his dlllgent attention to my own pastoral care. 

1 wish also to thank my family members who not for a micro-second have 

wavered and many of whom even here stand around me to support me. My 

mother, my brother and sister and their families, mv manv nephews and 

nieces and, indeed, great nephews and nieces have just been an 

Inexpressible source of strength during this ordeal. I verv much love each 

and everv one of them. 

And, finally, I wish to acknowledge in a most especial way my membership 

at Holy Angels' Church. Not only would they not let the Archdiocese forget 

their concern for me, they would not allow me to forget their concern for 

me. To their concern I must add that of the membership at Holy Name of 

Mary, and the many others, Catholic and non-catholic, who have supported 

and sustained me by a prayer, by a word, bY a simple look. 

I verv much 1001c forward to continuing my ministry. 
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Dear Rev. Chancellors 

I a.s a Catholic, oppose the re-establishing of Fa.1 John. 

Calicott to his position at Holy Angels Church. Yes, forgive 

the sinner, but do not forget. 

An admitted and convicted child molester is still a 

· monster. Everyone· grows up. 

Monitoring him. forever? No) HE is to be ~oniteron~ OUR 

chi,liren Nol The scared-ness of a prist is ~bsolute. 

Children deserve the cha.nee to grow up and ma.ke choices. 

Fr. Calicott made tha.t choice. Put him a.wa.y to write scripture 

or tend the fields of dirt. \teep Him awa.y and. concealled. The 

Catholic church has enou~trouble without going out and putting 

the fox in the chicken coopl It must stand tall and keep 

our faith in our leaders. 

Get rid of him. 

Sincerely, 

AOC 010619 
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FAX 

TO: MS BBRNADETTB CONNOLLY 

FROM1 JOHN CALICOTT 

RE: SERMON - 10/15/95 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: UNNUMBERED PAGB IS OPJ!:NING STATEMENT MADE TO 
PRESS 

NUMBKR or P~GES INCLUDING THIS PAGl..J,! 
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EDITORIALS. 

Church Tests Beliefs 
In Reinstalling Priest 

The formal reinstatement of a priest who admitted abusing 
young men at his former position in ministry is highly unusual and, 
opponents contend. risky. 

It's also a gutsy effort for a church, whose mission is forgiveness 
and redemption. to demonstrate that quality. . 

The Archdiocese of Chicago has reinstated the Rev. John 
Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels Church on the South Side two 
years after he acknowledged sexual misconduct with two minors in 
1976. 

'To its credit, the decision by the.. archdiocese and .. Joseph 
Cardinal Bernardin to restore Calicott to his pastorate was not 
made hiindly. The Holy Angels' congregation, where the priest was 
pastor for three years, was well-informed and largely supportive of 
the move. His victims, reportedly. also support the reinstatement. 
Calicott will be monitored • and work 

! under a set of strict guidelines. 
! Calicott has been l1iiliiiliiiiii••ll~~······· since he i was accused b\' the victims in 1994. There have been no other 
! allegntions of misconduct. It was that evaluation that led Bernar-
1 din to approve the reinstatement. It said Calicott posed no 

I "significant'' danger to children. 
The Catholic Church, rocked in recent years by pedophilia 

; . scandals, has been accused of being less than forthcoming about 
I . the prnhlem. Calicott's reinstatemeot challenges that. . 
' This will be a difficult period for members of the Holy Angels 

congregation and for abuse-victims' rights groups that oppose 
Calicott':; return. But if the reinstatement is successful. and we 

·hope it is. it's a powerful lesson in redemption. 

J= .. ~z::.~::~ ·:~_. ; .. :: ,, :?,Ht~~Y5'-r~~,N-.!;l~f.f:: ·?U~~;~':'!' ... ??!9~~~} s,1 1995 
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Church takes risk on forgivIDg 
Some doubt child-abuser priest can ever be cured 

Tribune photo by Ovie Carter 

By Bob Secter TR ff.3,:.Jut= learn to control their implllses. 
and Paul Galloway fo -/;:>-$..) "You can't get rid of this dis· 
TRisuNE STAFF WRITERS f'G- 1 . o~der .t~tally, but we believe ~ a 

· s1gn1flcant number of in· 
Redemption is the essence of dividuals you can bring the be· 

Catholicism. Sinners can be havior under control with a 
saved, the fallen restored. Yet, high degree of reliability," ·said 
the decision by the Archdiocese Frank Valcour, medical director 
of Chicago to openly reinstate of St. Luke Institute, a psychiat· 
an admitted child molester as a ric hospital .in Maryland that 
parish priest has sparked an un· has a treatment program for 
settling debate over the limits of priests with sexual disorders. 
therapy and forgiveness. But others think abusers are 

Few crimes are as repugnant beyond reform. 
as sex abuse, and few categories "Spiritually, I believe redemp· 
of criminals deemed more likely tion is always an option for us, 
to repeat their offenses than but we're talking about the 

Rev. John Calicott: "I am no~ those who take advantage of eartlJy realm here," said David 
ashamed to say I made a mis- . , children. Clohessy, national director of 
take. I am not ashamed to sa~{ -. Experts say sex offenders can- Surviv0 rs Network of those 
that I need forgiveness." ·:~ not be cured but .that some can Abusea by Priests. "Why take 

the risk? . . . It I'm a· pyromaniac 
and I've been treated, that 
doesn't mean you give.me gaso· 
line and a match." 

The public reinstatement of 
Rev. John Calicott to .:his posi· 
tion at Holy Angels Church on 
Thursday was a first for the 
Chicago archdiocese, and- it was 
both praised as bold and at· 
tacked as reckless.-· · --·-

Looming even Iaige·r-~Ts-anoth
er question, one the archdiocese. 
has yet to explailf witli anything 
but a vague statementabgut the 
"special circumstances" of 
Calicott's case: · · · · 

What does the· archdiocese 
hope to accomplish . by making 
an exc1;:·~tion to its policy of 

.,. SEE Pru:Es'I'S, PAGE 19 
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_Priests 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

never reinstating abusive priests, 
a ban imposed three years ago 
after a groundswell of complaints 
that such problems had too long 
been swept under the rug? 

Some of the answer may lie in 
how experts view the odds for 
Calicott to remain out of trouble 
as well as the factors weighed by 
the archdiocese in taking what is 
clearly a calculated risk. 

cal Center in Maywood, the enthu
siasm of many of Calicott's par
ishioners for his return has 
serious implications for the chil
dren of the parish. 

"They're at risk because of the 
denial of the parents," she said. "If 
he's returning to a congregation 
that's delighted to have him back, 
how long will it be until everybody 
falls into their old patterns of be
havior and this man is not 
chaperoned?" 

Under terms of his reins-

italtiieimiieiiint. Calicott must -
and be moni tored""'li'Y"' 

adult when he's in the company of 
children. 

FROM PAGE 1 

The archdiocese, Parks said, 
should stick to its stated policy 
against returning sex offenders to 
parishes. "The church would be 
better advised to place this man in 
an environment where there are 
not children readily available and 
where his job does not require in
teractions with them," she said. 

The question looming over 
Calicott's future is whether he 
truly is capable of being rehabili
tated in the eyes of not just the 
church but the faithful as well. 

"From a Catholic perspective, 
forgiveness is always possible, but 
reconciliation-the re-establish
ment of a broken trust-may not 

be," said l<ev. Paul Wadell, profes
sor of ethics at Catholic Theologi
cal Union. "Reconciliation is a pro
cess. The stages are repentance, 
contrition, claiming responsibility, 
healing and finally reunion." 

It's important for Calicott to ac
knowledge his misdeeds and their 
seriousness, Wadell says, but in a 
public confession, he should speak 
only in generalities so as not to 
embarrass or humiliate his 
victims. 

Such comments may come as 
early as Sunday, when Calicott 
plans to share what he calls -his 
"journey" with his congregation in 
a sermon. Later, he has scheduled 

Chicago Tribune. Sunday, October 15. 1995 Section 1 - 19 •-

a press ccnference. 
Leaders of groups representing 

victims of sexual abuse by priests 
clearly are not convinced of the 
wisdom of his restoration. 

"We oppose any reinstatement of 
priests who are known to have 
abused children to ministries that 
involve children," said Thomas 
Economus, president of LINKUP, 
Surviors of Clergy Abuse. "We're 
very concerned about this." 

He also believes the parishioners' 
support ignores the potential dan
ger to their children. "I think it's 
wonderful and admirable the par
ishioners are assuming responsi
bility for him," he said. "But it's 

very likely he could re-offend. This'. 
is not about popularity, but the· 
safety of their own children." ~ 

Nevertheless, Rev. Tom'.·• 
Paprocki, archdiocesan chancellor/ 
said the archdiocese carefully con-'. 
sidered legal, humane and theologi-'. 
cal questions before allowing 
Calicott back. }, 

"We're dealing with humant 
beings and their futures, inCludini} 
the future of Father Calicott. And; 
these human questions are related'. 
to theological issues such as for_;: 
giveness, redemption, recon
ciliation." 

Tribune staff writer Janita Poe 
contributed LO this report. 

·J 

- For instance, Valcour said 
molesters who victimize very 
young children are considered to 
be more resistant to treatment. 
But Calicott's victims were both • 
teenagers, according to an official 
of the archdiocese. 

Calicott, 48, sees his return after 
more than a year's absence· as a 
positive experience, not just for 
him but for his entire !lock of Af
rican-American parishioners at 
the South Side church. 
- "I am not ashamed to say I 
made a mistake. I am not 
ashamed to say that I need for· 
giveness," he said, referring to ad
missions that nearly two decades 
ago he had sexual contact with 
two teenage boys. "I think I bring 
a greater understanding of pain 
and suffering and hurt and the 
power of Christians when they 
come together." 

Calicott, a slim bespectacled 
Vian with salt-and-pepper hair, de
clined to discuss specifics of the 
;µlegations against him, citing the 
need to preserve the confidentiali
ty of his accusers. But he said he 
has met with both of the men and 
talked with one ·several times in 

..recent months. 
::;: He insisted the incidents of 
:llbuse were not part of a pattern, 
·but "isolated." 
:: "I am not a risk to children," he 
fsaid. 
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Fallen priest feturns to pulpiL 
.!'4 !~ 

:-:·,,::Mari had been accused· Calicott became the first Roman Catholic 
priesi in Chicago and one of few in the 
nation to return after being suspended for 
allegations of sexual abuse. He asked for 
~iveness and promised to 

of rnolesting two boys 
By BRIAN BERGSEIN 

The A.•sociuted Press 
.and be monitored by an adult whenever 
he is with children. 

·,CHICAGO - Hundreds of parishioners 
· cheered and applauded Sunday as a priest 
.,. whb was accused of molesting two boys 
. ·rieal-ly 20 years ago signed a new covenant 

with Holy Angels Church and returned as its 

After Mass, Calicott said he never admit
ted being a child molester or a pedophile, 

1 only !hat "somethi11g occurred that should 
not have .occurred." 

Calicott recounted for parishioners nt 
the 2'h-hour Mass his "hellish limbo" while 
he was placed on leave ••••••• 

The Rev. John pastor. 
Callcotheturried ";: ' ·"To receive that kind of support, it was 
Sunday i~.!>fn •·" ~ ")Jv,e1whelming," the Rev.1~ohn Calicott said 
suspenslbn. , :. a.flerward. . 

PtEASE SEE PRIEST PA{.(..: AS 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1995 AS 

PRIEST 
FROM PAGEA1 

Many members of the congrega
tion sa_id they doubted the abuse 
allegations against Caiicott and be
lieve he needs no forgiveness. Par
ish leaders and parents had sup
ported his return. 

l-lis hourlong homily was repeat- "I would trust him any day with 
edly interrupted by standing ova- them," said Edie Thompson, 53, 
lions from the morethati 500 people touching the heads of her two 
in the congregation. especially grandsons, ages 4 and 5. "I believe 
when he said • assured him in the man.'; · 
he poses no Two men told the Chicago Arch-
risk to children. " . , . diocese in March 1994 that they had 

Calicott fought back. tears as he been molested by Calicott in 1976, 
rec?unted ~is ariger and depression when they were teen-agers and he 
durm~ his hme away from Holy An- · was an associate pasior at St. Ailbe 
gels, . askih_g t~e congregation . to Catholic church in Chicago. 
pray that his anger be removed. He In April 1994, Calicott was 
etclmowledged !hat some pilrehts placed oil administrative leave -
might never trust him and said later 
that he began to fear children dur- while the alleged sexual miscon-
ing his suspension. duct was investigated. 

The Archdiocese said in a state
ment that the men who accused Ca
licott of abuse told Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin they supported Calicott's 
return. Calicott would noi. say 
whether the men attended Sunday's 
Mass. 
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Infamy that 
has no end 
By Rick Kogan 

he twisted morality of Hol
lywood, where one man's sin is 

"often another's photo op·or ex- . 
elusive interview, took an un
usually serious turn last week 

after a private screening of the new Dis· 
ney film "Powder." 

There, as Armani-clad movie execs and 
bejeweled women were exiting the the
ater, a grim 20-year-old named ~athan 
Winters pushed leaflets into theu hands. 
Those who read the leaflets, read this: 
"Please don't spend your money on this 
movie. it would just go inside the pock
ets of a child molester." 

Behind Winters, his friends carried 
. signs: "Victor Salva: Writer, Directo~-, 
Child Molester" aild "Support the Vic· 
tim, not the Victimizer." 

Salva is the writer-director of"Pow
der," which opened Friday in 1,200 U$:. 
theaters. . · .· 

The movie'.s story-of a young man · 
with telekinetic powers and p\Jre white 
skin-will surely share the stage, fo~ a 
time; with a crime. . . . . 

It was this: Jn 1987 Salva confessed to 
having sex with . vvinters, who was then 
1.2 years old. , · ; . . · . . 
· Salva was sentenced to 3 years in-pris

on, served 15 months and completed pa-
role in 1992. . · 

'Had Salva drifted off into shadows 
rather than into the glare of klieg lights, 
we never wollld have known his nanie, 
or ·that of Winters. But-Hooray for Hol
lywoo<t-we do. We have their na~es 
and we have their comments on cnme 
and punishment · 

And we have questions. 
Salva said: "I paid for my mistakes 

dearly." · · . . 
' And we ask: "Have you paid enough?" 

Winters said: "[Salva] should not be 
SEE MOLESTERS, PAGE 6 
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Molesters 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

allowed to live his life as if 
nothing happened." 

And we ask: "Should he· have to 
be punished forever?" · 

The same questions arise . in 
what is a striking contrast to the 

· Salva story: the triumphant retµrn 
of Rev. John Calicott to his Holy 

. Angels church on the South Side 
earlier this inonth. · 

Calicott-placed on administra
tive leave since admitting last 
year to sexual misconduct with 
two 15-year-olds in the mid-1970s-·
was greeted, the Tribune reported, 
with "tears, applause and evangel
ical rejoicing" by a Sunday gath
ering of 600 parishioners . 

"We want him here," said a par
ishioner, in response to the small 
group of protesters outside the 
church. "We want him among us.'.' 

what are we to make of this? 
Are the parishioners of Holy 

Angels better, more forgiving peo
ple than Winters and his friends? 

There are, of course, crucial dif
ferences between the 37-year-old 
Salva and the 48-year-old Calicott. 

Salva admitted his crime. He did . 
his time. Calicott admits only to .. · 
the spookily unspecific charge of 
"misconduct" and said he was 
"angry" at the Roman Catholic · · 
Church for removinr him II · 

The stories of these two men, 
and of thousands of others that do 
not make print or "Entertainment 
Tonight," help muddle the issue of 
how society should treat its 
victimizers. · 

In 46 states, California and illi· 
, I nois among them, sex offenders 

are required to register their 
whereabouts with local police for · 
the rest of their lives. That seems 
fair enough. But should a sex of· 
fender be branded when a re
leased drug dealer, anned ·robber 
or murderer is not? 

In making an argument that 
child molesters should be able to 
live without restrictions or condi
tions after doing their time, one is 
confronted with chilling counter
point by stories of molesters re
leased from prison to molest 
again, or even to commit murder. 

So, should we keep them all in 
jail forever? 
. Execute them? 
Make each wear a scarlet M? 
My initial reaction to the Win

ters-Salva story was: "Ah, leave 
the guy alone. He's paid his 
price." ' 

But the more I thought abQut; 
this the more I saw the faces of 
children I know and love, and the 
more I realized that child molesta- . 
tion is not a pardonable sin, not 
an accident. . 

Efforts, in jail and out, to treat 
molesters have proven ineffective. 
According to the highly regarded 
"Handbook of Sexual Assault" by 
Canadians William Marshall and 
Howard Bai'baree, the repeat of
fense rate for molesters of little 
girls is as high as 29 percent and 
for molesters of little boys as high 
as 40 i;)ercent. 

Those numbers are too high. 
Molesters should be compelled 

to detail their crimes not only to 
law enforcement offieials, but to 
every one with whom they come 
in contact. 

We must be watchful because, in 
cagey ways, the victimiZera try to 
become victims. 

----··-----

Not just molesters, either. It_ - , 
makes me sick to watch O.J. ("I'm . 
a victim of racist police") Sim~on • 
playing golf on his daughter's'.l..Oth : 
birthday. ;: 

It makes me sick to hear , 
Calicott offer up tales--excus$~ or • 
his own di ssions? ' 

It makes me sick to hear the':':· 
folks at family-values-touting ms- : 
ney, the distributor of "Powdef\i,' 
try to minimize Salva's crime oy 
placing blame on the victim. ;:; 

"What's the point [of WinteJ.l!", 
protest)," asked a Disney spokes- , 
man, "other than [Winters] wails 
to make headlines?" ~·~ 

Do not be fooled. 
The vast self-help, 12-steppinIJ'..' 

industry, in which every day <itr 
the straight-and-narrow is cal13 
for celebration, plays on our ''" 
amazing capacities for sympatlll · 1 

and forgiveness. ;~ 
. But there is no excuse persua- • 
sive enough to gain my sympa1hy 
for having damaged a child, nQ',te
morse deep enough to win my£?r- : 
giveness. 
. If you are sick, go see a doctQl'. 
If you instead manifest your stgt· I 

ness by groping or doing worse-to • 
a child, the price you pay shotlla . 
be deep and ever-lasting. · ,_. 

Now, except when they are :"'"~ 
brought to public attention, ~...-. 
molesters are able to hide und~. 
masks-of anonymity, regret, 0tf-- , 

cuses or redemption. Under tha&e · 
masks lie monsters. :-:; 

If Victor Salva is able to live-ills • 
life making fine films and nevai' 
laying hands on another young?.; 
ster, there will be reason to ce~: 
brate. At his funeral. 
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16565 South State Street 
South Holland, Illinois 60473 
October 16, 1995 

HiscEminencedJoseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicagq, Illinois 60690 

Your Eminence: 

In your lett~r of October 6 to the priests~of the Archdiocese, 
you explain some details of your decision to reinstate John 
Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels Church. You. also ask for 
explicit support at this time. 

On·.the .one hand;::! ·have .a ·:poor understanding·. of pedophilia and 
similar problems. I also have a poor knowledge of the actual facts 

·in the case of John Calicott. This is why I have to trust both 
you and the review board; both you and have much more 
complete access to the data,..;as well as prµdertt·:!judgment. This is 
why I had to trust that the right decision. was made when John was 
removed; this is also why I must trust that the right decision is 
being made now. Consequently, you have my full supp~rt, in both 
the external and the internal forum. · 

On the other hand, perhaps I should add my own small voice to the 
chorus of those who have already spoken highly of John's ministry. 
I have known him since he was a seminarian from•.SL·. Agnes parish; 
I have worked in neighbori~g parishes; I have seen firstharid some 
of the good work he has done. He is a good priest, in every way. 
His leadership and dedication have brought many people into the 
Catholic Church and nourished the faith of many others who are 
already part of this family. He has promoted vocations with zeal. 
He has treated people with kindness and with wisdom. He has 
preached the Gospel with faith and with skill. I believe that the 
local Church needs him and that your decision to reinstate him 
will be for the greater good. 

You have a difficult job, and I do not envy you. May you have 
courage and strength> to stand by difficult decisions that you make. 

'Sincerely, 

Michael Gilligan 
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·ILLINOIS i c ·:}),~ /,,I (Y)O.I'!' w J? 
-.. ~Admitted molester 1

' g·,...... ,/. h :ld1 r;@'V\ 
i '· , d-;----- -C . c ! V i ; 

back as pastor · 1 ) [\t .J • · . ~/ ~ \ rr es ,, . 
CHICAGO-The Archdiocese !'} '' .. V) "1 0 ~ 0 P /. 

of Chicago has reinstated a priest · · J. 
who admitted sexually molesting I~ (1 { ~ __ I 
two boys 19 years ago. I ~ . - I' :t w netr I {)C; 

The Rev. John Calicott will :~./ J {~ l~ ki 0 ~ 
return as pastor of Holy Angels ,,..(\ \o L"'OW 
Parish on Chicago's South Side, SO...~~ 0. 0Vv~. ~Y l 
but will work under a rigid set of 1-- · , w J_ 
guid~lines, including a \{ .ar c" LA ''C · (_-1 -, 
reqmrement that he Qt.A )\! 

1 ~ 
and be monitored by an <'-.. ' ~ y(:cf.1 v-c- Fl(}/\ 

adultwheneverheiswith tiJO.S' m1 nc ~\,.\-../ ~~.)..\ 
children, the archdiocese said . , . 1t _ L 
Thursday. hi: ow~_\/ OLL n~ .. i:.,ll'.,_,.1 U, rev\ 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, ~ ] : .JL . 
who is in Rome, said the IJ \ [' I • Y'l\NJlC::: V) -· 

\ reinstatement was an exception ,_..,...-·v Ll e(b WJ~ y '! ~ I / ~ / 

to h.is policy barring priests from ) ") 
returning to a parish ministry if Rf·-: I 

1 b 1 ~ 
they have sexually abused · \.j r -- ... Ou...z 
minors. Bernardin said- ~\(tl; 1 

that Calicott poses no "sig~fr¥~~nt . · \~\ v\ ~.-r',b ~ C) +.~! 
risk to children" iiliilii.liiiiiiii ·n CJ,_ _ ( ~ 

_ _i 

AOC 010628 



)> 
0 
(") 

0 
...JI. 
0 
en 
~ 
<D 

news 

Controversial priest 
1nal~es official return 
to Holy· Angels 
by Ingrid E. Bridges 

The reinstatement of Holy 
Angl'ls Parish pastor Father 
John Calicott Sunday was an 
cmol ional moment for lhe con
gregation, who accepted him 
bnck with open arms following 
acts of sexual misconduct that 
occurred some 19 years ago. 

Father Calicott, who began 
his tenure as pastor at Holy 

· Angels Parish in October 1991, 
will continue in his position 
under a host of restrictive poli
cies and procedures. 

"He will return under strict 
conditions established ·by the 
review ·board and the archdio
cese, conditions which he has 
accepted and which arc being 
shared publicly by the parish
ioncn; at H<>ly Angels,"' according 
In a :-<latemcnt released by the 
.nrchdiocese. 

Cardinal ,Joseph Bernardin 
noted t.lwt he was making an 
except.ion to his previously 
stated ·position on the return to 
pari!:<h ministry in c:1ses involv
ing sexual misconduct with 
minors but decidecl lo do so 

based on the specific circum
stances in F'ather Calicott's case. 

Calicott's return poses no sig
nificant risk to children as Ion 
as he 

according to Bernardin. 
The church appeared 

extrernely delighted as church 
Vicar, Auxiliary Bishop George 
Murray, read a two-page state
ment entitled "A Covenant," as 
the congregation read their copy 
along with him. 

It read, in part: "I, John Cali
cott, come before you as a man of 
faith. I promise to live by this 
covenant that we enter today. I 
ask you to forgive me and accept 
me once again as yoUI· priest, 
preacher of the word and pastor 
of souls." 

The col1grcgation responded: 
"As the people of God, rene\ved 
in faith, we· accept you and 
pledge our desire to enter into 
this covenant with you. We. too, 

. will live n new life according to 
the terms of this covenant ... 
Amen.'' 

Calicott respo_nded with more 
words of forgiveness, while ask
ing parishioners to pray with 
him. 

He promised to be "faithful to 
....... while the people 
stated "We accept your pledge of 
renewed faithfulness." 

The forrns were then signed 
by Calicott and a witness, the 
chairperson of the Parish Pas
toral Council, while the 
multi-ethnic crowd of parish
ioners cheered the decision. 

For the last two decades, 
numerous allegations against 
Catholic priests have erupted, 
causing a series of investigations 
by the archdiocese, as well as 
embarrassment among followers 
of the Cathclic faith . 

. Despite· the past; Sunday at 
high noon, the sentiments were 
different und people were recep
tive in their response. 

Tears of joy ran thick as Cal
icott ended his descriptive 
apology and a long-awaited sat
isfaction clothed the 
parishioners after the signing of 
thG two-page let.tcr took place. 
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Defender photo/Hank Mar1i11 

Holy Angles pastor Father John Calicott returns to .the church 
pulpit during services Sunday. Calicott returned to the church 
after receiving treatment stemming from his sexual misconduct 
charges involving children. 

But ,there was some resi:;
tance to the reinstatement. 

The· Survivors Network of 
Those Abused by Priests 
<SNAPS> picketed outside the 
church along Oakwood Boule
vard, carrying picket signs 
advocating their stance. 

"The q_utrage comes mostly 

from white Catholics. Not frnm 
us here in the immediate p::wi"h 
... In our time of severe rwPr.1 
there weren't any of them hen' 
to. address our grievance!", nnf. 
once . 

Why now?" a faithful p;ui~h
ioner of' Holy Angt>b l':ll"i"h 
asked. 
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212 WEST SUPERIOR STREET 
CHICAGO, ILL 60610 

(312) 649·,131 

330 WEST 42ND STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW ~ORK 10036 

(212) 736-2010 

3434 WEST SIXTI-/ STREET 
LOS ANGELES. CA 90020 

(213) 380-5011 

1930 CHESTNUT STREET 
PHILADELPHIA. PA 19103 

(215) 569-~'990 

730 HARRISON STREET, SUITE 320 
SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94107 

(415) 543-3361 

26400 LAHSER ROAD. SUITE 312 
SOUTHFIELD, flll 48034 

(313) 352-~1220 

361 NEWBURY' STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02115 

(617) 266-2121 

8111 LBJ FREEWAY 
DALLAS, TX 75251 
(214) 644-9696 

1066 NATIONAL PRl'SS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20045 

(202) 393-7110 

10260 WESTl-'EIMER 
HOUSTON, TX 77042 

(713) 789-1635 

2125 BISCAYNE BOULEVARD 
MIAMI, Fl 33137 
(305) 576-3581 

190 EAST NINTH AVENUE 
DENVER, CO 80203 

(303) 861-1152 

630 OAKWOOD A VENUE 
WEST HARTFORD CT 06110 

(203) 953-'B89 

1951 FOURTH AVENUE 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 

(619) 544-$60 

"PASTOR FR. CALICOTT/REINSTATED AT HOLY ANGELS" 

1) NEWS 
10/13/95 WBBM-AM/CHICAGO 6:00 AM :47 

2) NEWS 
10/13/95 WMAQ-AM/CHICAGO 7:00 AM :40 

3) NEWS 
10/16/95 WBBM-AM/CHICAGO 6:00 AM 1:02 

4) NEWS 
10/16/95 WGN-AM/CHICAGO 7:00 AM :10 

5) NEWS 
10/16/95 WLS-AM/CHICAGO 8:00 AM :33 

6) NEWS 
10/16/95 WMAQ-AM/CHICAGO 8:00 AM :05 

7) HEWS 
10/16/95 WLS-AM/CHICAGO 9:00 AM : 31 

8) NEWS 
10/16/95 WLS-AM/CHICAGO 9:00 AM :10 
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Priest asks forgiveness amid hugs, tears 
By Janita J>oe 

Rev. John Calicott, a Catholic 
oriest on administrative leave 
[·ram his church since admitting 
iast year to sexual misconduct 
with two minors, was welcomed 
back by his congregation Stlllday 
with tears, applause and evangeli
c:J..l rejoicing. 

During an emotional homily to 
the gathering of more than 600 
people, Calicott asked his Holy 
Angels parish for forgiveness, and 
he thanked advocates for abuse 
victims for their "vigilance." 

But Calicott also said that he 
was '·angry" at the Catholic 
h h ~ re · him f m h. 

h 
e 

'They {parishioners] are trying to put up a united front. ... 
But not everyone thinks he should return to the church.' 

The mother of a kindergartner at Holy Angels School 

the ·media t"or wrongly portraying 
him as an admitted child abuser. 

"I do not ever in my entire life, 
at any time. in any way, remember 
admitting that I am a pedophile or 
some kind of predatory child 
molester," Calicott, ~8. said in the 
spacious, solar-powered South Side 
church. at 607 E. Oakwood Blvd. "I 
do not remember the archdiocese 
saying these things." 

In a press conference following 
the mass, however, Calicott did ac
knowledge he engaged in "miscon
duct" with the two minors who, 

according to the Roman Ca thoilc 
Archdiocese of Chicago, were both 
15 when the incident occurred in 
1976. Calicott declined to talk spe
cifically about the incident, citing 
the privacy of his accusers. 

"I admit that something that 
should not have occurred did 
occur," Calicott said. 

Sllllday's mass at the renowned 
African-American church was a 
colorful, emotional testament to 
Holy Angels parishioners' dedica
tion to their pastor. When Calicott 
walked down the center aisle of 

the church for the first time in 18 
months, some in the pews cried 
while others grabbed him from the 
aisle to hug and kiss him. 

Although Calicott was enthusias
tically received by his par
ishioners, others on Stlllday dem
onstrated their opposition to his 
reinstatement 

Outside the church, a small 
group of protesters from the Survi
vors Network of Those Abused by 
Priests picketed. And some parents 
of children enrolled at Holy Angels 
School-which has about 1,400 kids 
and is the largest black Catholic 
school in the nation-said they 
had reservations about his return. 

"They [parishioners] are trying 
to put up a tlllited front before the 
city," said a 22-year-vld mother of 

SEE PRIEST, BACK PAGE 

Tribune photo by Walter Kale . 

Holy Angels Catholic Church parishioners welcome back Rev. John · · · 
Calicott during services on Sunday. Outside, some members of the· 
Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests picketed. 
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Priest: 
Sunday's mass was a 1 

colorful, .emotionai ·. . I 
testament to Holy .\ 
Angels parishioners' 
dedication to their 
". 

'pastor. 
comimiEo FROM PAGE 1 

· a· kindergartner at the school who 
identified herself as Leslie. "But 

. not everyone thinks he should re
turn to the church." . 
. ·Other parents said they liked 

Calicott and what he has done for 
Holy Angels but they wanted a 
clearer understanding of what he 
did with .the two youths. 
.. "If you are going to defend a per
son you want to know what you are defending," said Sharon Thom
as,' 32, who has two children en
rolled in Holy Angels and also at-
tended the school as a child. · 
·· Thomas said she wanted Calicott 
td discuss his case more openly. "If 
he-·did hann to those children then 
Ji.e doesn't need to be here." 
... Some parishioners who are dose 
to · Calicott and familiar with the 
details surrounding the incident 
said they do not believe he is a 
threat to children. -
:: :·~n is a shame that people can't 
know what happened," said Rex 
Alexander. a prominent Holy 
·Angels parishioner and hospital 
administrator. "If they did, the 

·words 'molester,' 'pedophile' and 
'abuser of kids' would never have 
come up." · 

. , Calicott is the first priest to be 
reinstated in the Chicago Archdio
cese since Cardinal Joseph Bernar-, 
din established a strict policy on I 
sexual misconduct in 1991, follow- ii 
ing a series of allegations against' 
priests . 
.. The sexual misconduct took 

·place wli.ile Calicott was at St. 
Ailbe Catholic Church, 9Cll5 S. Har
per Ave., where. he was associate 
priest Crom 1974 to 1980. It was 
Calicott's first assignment after his 
ordination lri 1974. Church officials 
said they reinstated Calicott based 
on "special circumstances"-the 
length of time since the Incident 
and the fact no· other allegations 
had been raised. 

·Calicott said he has met with 
both victims since the incident and 
talked with one several times In 
the past .few months. Though nei· 
ther of the men-both now. In their 
mld-30s-are members of Holy 
Angels, they may have attended 
Sunday's service. When asked at 

-. the press conference if the two 
were present at the mass, Calicott 

· responded with "no comment." 
· As part cif his reinstatement, i 

Calicott has· agreed to several re
strictions in a "covenant" that was 
read Sunday. According to the 
agreement, Calicott must be moni
tored by "another responsible 
adult''. whenever he is with chil
dren and he will 
- "as long as deemed neces· 
sary by the al-chbishop of Chica-
go." .. 

But parishioners on Sunday, 
.. many of whom wore y~llow ri~

bons in support of Ca11cott. said 

- But. parishioners on Sunday I 

. many. of whom wore' yellow rib'. 
bons ~ support of Calicott, said 
th_ey_ d1~. not like the required 
momto,ting because it would not 
allow him to interact ·with his Par-
~h as l),e has in the past . 
·:::''.I believe he Is .strong enough to 
handle himself," Said member EUz
a)leth. Upchurch. "The children are 

· go!Itg to be upset. And if I had a 
child here I would be hesitant io 
. t~ll _them the answer to the 
questions they are sure to· ask." 
· ;:~oly J\ngels ~as been recognized 
naP,onw1de for its role ·in merging 
. tl\.e ceremony of Catholicism with 
the intense spiritual style of the 
.b1'.ick church, ·and Calicott Is i:er-' 
ifinly a part of that' tradition. At 
times ·introspective and at ti.mes 
fiery, Calicott delivered a· sennon 
,on: Sunday reminiscent of a South-· 
ern Baptist revival · 

,-:·Calicott was bor~:. in'
l\11ss., and moved to Chicago when 
_h_e. wa;; 6 years old. The oldest of · 

s.ix childrenli,ICilalliicojittiilisaiiiidilhielllsiitnlll1lg-il 
gled ·with •• 

. wllen he was a child growing up 
lll lhelda B WUs. I I • leU"t 

: .. any from troubled 
~~~ies who compensate by be
coming exemplary students and 
\\'.Orkers, Calicott seemed nothing 
less than the ideal child to his 

. friends. Even as an altar boy at 
Holy Angels, said childhood friend 
Rex Alexander, Calicott appeared 
destined for the priesthood. 

. "The altar boys would sort of 
-~1ck Into the goodies, the commtm
.1on wafers and wine, but he 

.. W.ouldn't," said Alexander, 45. · 
.·. J;:lol~ Angels has a rich tradition 
on the South Side. In the basement 
church hall on Sunday, some who 
had gathered for breakfast said 
this history has bonded par
i~ioners together and made them 
eyen more determined to keep· 
(;alicott at the church. 
;.:'.~We want him here," said Doro
thy Porche, 69, a member since 

_1_954. "We want him among us." 

.. ··Staff reporter Nancy Ryan con-
tributed to this report. · 
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p1iest bacl~ 
at pt1lpit 
Holy ,\n,~cls 1ncn1hcrs 
\\Cl(;on1c.; his rc.:turn 

By Brian Bergstein 
,2,ssoc::11e:cl Pres:·. Writer 

M undrecls of H.rnrnu1 Catholie 
parishioners cheered and applaud
ed duriJ1g a mass ;_il which a priest 
who had been suspended for sexu
ally molesting two boys resumed 
his pastorate. 

Dressed in a flowing green robe 
with orange, red t:_ 
and green trim, CHICAGO 

· the Rev. John 
Calicott became 
the first priest in 
Chicago and one 
of few in the nation to return af
ter being suspended for allega
tions of sexual abuse. 

Calicott, 48, signed a covenant 
with Holy Angels Church on the 
South Sid~ .. ask.in? for rorgveness 
and pronusmg to 
•and be monitored by an adult 
wnenever he is with children. 

A few members of a support 
group for people abused by priests 
protested quietly outside the 
church, and some members of the 
congregation chose not to come to 
the mass because of Calicott's re
turn. 

Nonetheless, Calicott's 
hourlong homily was repeatedly 
inte1Tupted by standing ovations 
from more than 500 parishioners, 
especially when he said 
assured him he 
.poses no risk to children. 

"To receive that kind of sup· 
port, it was overwhelming," 
Calicott said afterward. 

Many members of the congre
gation said they doubted the 
abuse allegations against Calicott 
and believe he needs no forgive· 
ness. 

Edie Thompson, 53, standing 
with her 5-year-old and 4-year-old 
grandsons, said she had no doubt 

APphc 

The Rev. John Calicott (left) prepares to sign a new covenant Sunde 
before resuming his pastorate at Holy Angels Church. Raising a fist i 
support of the reinstated minister is parishioner Jonathan McClure. 

about Calicott's character. 

"I would trust him any day 
with them," she said, touching 
the children on their heads. "I be
lieve in the man." 

Two men told the Chicago 
Archdiocese in March 1994 that 
they had been molested by 
Calicott in 1976, when they were 
teenagers and he was an associate 
pastor at · St. Ailbe Catholic 
Church in Chicago. 

In April 1994, Calicott was 
laced on administrative leave 

w · e the alleged sexual miscon
duct was investigated. 

Calicott defiantly said Sunday 
he never admitted being a child 
molester or a pedophile, only that 
"something occWTed that should 
not have occurred." 

The archdiocese has suspended 
more than 20 priests for sexual 
misconduct and has a written 
policy barring them from return
ing to their pastorates, said Maria 
Salemi, a spokeswoman for Cardi
nal Joseph Bernardin. 

But Bernardin made an excep· 
tion to the rule for Calicott be
cause of his overwhelming popu· 
~and 
- that reported Calicott is not 
a "sexual predator" and poses no 

threat to children, Salemi said. 
"When the original policy (o 

sexual abuse) was established i 
1992, it wasn't envisioned that 
pruish .would want a priest bac 
after admitting to this kind ( 
misconduct," Salemi said Frida· 
"In this case, parish leaders and. 
significant number of parishione1 
and st.:hool parents actively su1 
ported his return." 

Frank Valcour, medical dire. 

l
to.rlolflS·t·. 

1
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itute, -

said som 
priests with sexual disorders ha\ 
returned to ministries under sim 
Jar monitoring programs, but th 
number is small. 

Calicott fought back tears ash 
recounted his anger and depret 
sion during his time away fror 
Holy Angels, asking the congreg< 
tion to pray that his anger be n 
moved. He acknowledged thi; 
some parents might never trm 
him and said later that he begru 
to fear children during his sm 
pension. 
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In Misconduct 
Case Returns 
BY MICHELLE CAMPBELL 
STAFF WRITER 

AB hundreds of jubilant parish
ioners cheered, the Rev. John Ca
licott was reinstated Sunday as 
pastor of Holy Angels Church-18 
months after he was removed by 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Chicago for alleged sexual mis
conduct involving two young boys. 

Tears streamed down the faces 
of women, men and children as 
they joined hands and sang, show
ing support for Calicott as he read 
a prepared, archdiocese-approved 
covenant. 

In it, he asked for forgiveness 
and swore "always to have anoth
er responsible adult present when
ever I am in the presence of a 
minor." 

After the covenant was read, 
Bishop George Murry draped Ca
licott with the Kente cloth priest
hood stole he had been stripped of 
months ago. Dozens of people 
thronged forward to embrace the 
priest, giving him long-stemmed 
red roses and a balloon that read, 
"It's your day." 

Calicott declared: "I am not a 
pedophile, ephebophile or a risk 
to children. 

"I decided to accept the terms 
in this covenant so I can return to 
my ministry and be about the 
business of teaching God's word." 

Calicott delivered a 11;, -hour 
sermon devoted almost entirely to 
the allegations. He told his con
gregation he harbors Mger against 
the church that is not "healthy, 
positive~·ve'' because 
of the eir limbo oi waiting 
to he reinstate . 

"I'm angr\· because of what I've 
~one through. I've i:iven a prepon-

derance of evidence saying I'm not" 
a risk to children. I don't under
stand the inner workinp of why 
this has taken so long.' 

The reinstatement of Calicott, 
48, who the aichdiocese said has 
admitted to being involved in sex· 
ual misconduct in 1976 at another 
parish, is the first exception to a 
strict archdiocesan policy adopted 
in 1991 by Joseph Cardinal Ber
nardin, who said he would "never 
again return such a priest to a 
parish," Maria Salemi, archdio· 
cese spokeswoman, said Sunday. 

She said Calicott, who has been 
on administrntive leave since 
April. 1994, was ailowed to return 
to the South Side parish because 
there have been no other allega
tions of sexual misconduct involv
ing minors in the last ! 9 years. 

CHICAGO SUN·TIMES, MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1995 . . - . .:. ' : ~ : " " . ' . . 

LEFT: The Rev. John Calicott celebrates mass Sunday at Holy Angels Church, 607 E. Oakwooc, after 
his reinstatement as pastor. ABOVE: Parishioners demonstrate their support for Callcott, who had 
been suspended by the archdiocese 18 months ago amid allegations of sexual misconduct. 

The reinstatement also comes 
with the approval of a majority of 
his parishioners and a special 
archdiocese review board. 

Calicott described the case of 
sexual misbehavior as minor but 
wouldn't elaborate. When asked, 
he refused to say whether sexual 
intercourse took place. 

A "parent who spanks their 
child" should not be lumped to
gether with a parent who "burns 
their child with cigarettes and 
does other terrible things," he 
.said. 

Calicott said 

... and then. after all that, 
I looked nt them and said, 'You 
are telling me what 1 told you 
when 1 first got here-that l"m 

not a risk to children.' I wanted to 
smack someone. I truly did." 

Salemi said she couldn't com
ment on Calicott's remarks but 
expressed surprise that he had 
been so openly angry. 

To remain as head of the South 
Side parish at 607 E. Oakwood, 
Calicott must comply with several 
restrictions, Salemi said. 

Another priest will accompany 
him whenever he comes into con
tact with children. He also will 

for however long 
ts eemed necessary by the review 
board. 

In addition, members of the 
parish will be trained to monitor 
him. Calicott, who welcomed his 
congregation to watch him closely, 
said there's nothing more he can 
do to gain back the trust of par
ents. 

"When one has done all that is 
humanly possible to gain a per
son's trust. and still they don't 
trust, there's little else one can do 
except say, 'I'm sorry you don't 
trust me,' " he said. 

c.1icott said he has asked that 

phone numbers of three high
ranking church officials be printed 
each week in the church bulletin, 
so "if you see me doing anything 
to hurt .a child-you call them. 
You'll be a card-carrying watch
er." 

About 10 members of the Survi
vors Network of those Abused by 
Priests (SNAP), a national organi· 
zation based in Chicago, picketed 
the church to remind parishioners 
that "children cannot protect 
themselves." 

"I think it's a mistake to bring 
him back," said Barba:a Blaine. 
SNAP president. "In the past, 
when priests have been put back 
and promised to not be alone with 
a minor, they've violated." 

But most of the 500 or so pa
rishioners at Holy Angels on Sun
day could not contain their joy. 

"I'm elated that he's back.'' said 
choir member SherriU Delerme of 
Chicago. "This is the happiest day 
of my life. I totally disagree that 
he should have to be watched 
whenever he's around children. 
He's not in prison." 
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Parish in Chicago Welcomes Back Priest Accused of Abuse 
CHICAGO, Oct. 16 (AP) - A Ro

·man Catholic priest who was sus
pended 18 months aga after he was 
accused of molesting two boys re
turned to his church on Sunday and 
asked for forgive·ness from parishio
ners,~ who greeted his return with 
enthusiasm and applause. 

The priest, the Rev. John Calicott, 
signed a covenant with his congrega
tion at Holy Angels Church, agreeing 
to be monitored by an adult when
ever he is with children. 

Father Calicott, 48, is the first 
priest in Chicago, and one of the first 
in the nation, known to have been 
reinstated· after a suspension result-. 

ing from accusations of sexual mis-
conduct. / 

A few members of a support group 
for people abused by priests protest
ed his return quietly outside the· 
church, on the city's South Side. 
Some parishioners demonstrated 
their opposition by not attending the· 
reinstatement. · 

Two men told the Chicago Archdi
ocese in March 1994 that they had 

. been molested by Father Calicott in 
1976 when they were teen-agers and 
he was an associate pastor at St. 
Ailbe Catholic Church. 

At a noon Mass on .Sunday, Father 
Calicott recounted his "hellish lim-

A homily repeatedly 
ir~terrupted by · · 
·standing ovations. 

Father Calicott sai that e was 
not a child molester or a pedophile, 
but that "something occurred that 

should not have occurred.:' 
Father·calicott's houriong homily 

was repeatedly :interrupted by 
standing ovations from the more 
than 500 parishione~s in attendance. 

"You . get ordained because yo~; 
want to serve people, to transmit the.' 
word of the Lord," he said after the 
service. "To receive that kind of 
support, it was overwhelming." 

The archdiocese has suspended 
more than 20 priests after accusa
tions of sexual misconduct and has a· 
written policy barring them from 
returning to their pastorates, said 
Maria Salemi, a spokeswoman for 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, the 
Archbishop of Chicago. · · 

She said Cardinal Bernardin made 
an exception because of. Father Cali-

. ico·t·t··s·o·vlielilrwiiiiheillmiiiiiiinlglpoilpiularit y and 
• •• that con

cluded he was not a "sexual preda
tor" and posed no threat. 

The two men who accused Father : 
Calicott also supported his return to 
the parish, she said. 

Frank Valcour, medical director 
of St. Luke Institute, said only a few 
priests with sexual disorders had 
returned to ministries, ail under 
monitoring programs similar to the 
one for Father Calicott. 

Many members of the cong'rega-· 
tion said on Sunday that they doubt
ed the abuse accusations against the 
priest and believed he needed no 
forgiveness. · · 

Edie Thompson, 53, who came .to 
the Mass with her 5-year-old and 4-
year-old gran?sol'\S, said she had no 
doubt about Father Calicott's char
acter. "I ·would trust him any day 
with them," she said, touching the · 
children on their heads. "I believe in 
the man." · 
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Chicago Church Welcomes· 
Priest Accused of Sex Abuse 

. -. 
I 

/Ji'/. Ttl11f'J. to-n-f.s- . 
CHICAGO, Oct. 16 (AP) - A Ro- · that he posed no risk to children.· 

man Catholic priest who was sus- Father Calicott's hourlong homily 
pended 18 months ago after he was was repeatedly interrupted by :,: 
accused of molesting two boys re- standing ovations from the more ... 
turned to his church on Sunday and than 500 parishioners in attendance. 
asked for forgiveness from parishio- 14 You get ordained because you .... 

1 ners, who gr(!eted his return with want to serve people, to transmit the '' 
enthusiasm and applause. word of the Lord," he said after the .::. 

The priest, the Rev. John Calicott, service. "To receive that kind or ·;:: 
signed a covenant with his congrega- support, it was overwhelming." ..... 
tion at Holy Angels Church, agreeing The archdiocese has suspended ;;: 
to be monitored by an adult when- more than 20 priests after accusa- ... 
ever he is with children. tlons of sexual misconduct ·and has a · '.,; 

Father Calicott, 48, is the first written policy barring them from .:~ 
p~iest in Chicago, and one of the first returning to their pastorates, said '" 
in the nation, known to have been Maria Salemi, a spokeswoman for ., 
reinstated after a suspension result- Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, the · -
ing from accusations of sexual mis- Archbishop·of Chicago. "' 
conduct. · 

A few members of a support group 
for people abused by priests protest
ed his return quietly outside the 
church, on the city's South Side. 
Some parishioners demonstrated 
their opposition by not attending the 
reinstatement. 

Two men told the Chicago Archdi
ocese in March 1994 that they had 
been molested by Father Calicott In 
1976 when they were teen-agers and 
he was an associate pastor at St. 
Ailbe Catholic Church. 

At a noon Mass on Sunday, Father 
Calicott recounted his "helllsh lim
bo," when he was placed on leave a 
month after· the a'ccusations were 

She said Cardinal Bernardin made 
an exception because of Father Cali- -
colt's overwhelming popularity and 
~~~·······that COO• .:" 
eluded he was not a "sexual preda- _;:.; 
tor" and posed no threat. ::~ 

The two men who accused Father 
Calicott also supported his return to , . 
the parish, she said. 

Frank Valcour, medical director ,a 
of St. Luke Institute, said only a few r. 
priests with sexual disorders had 
returned to ministries, all under ,~ 
monitoring prog'rarris similar to the ~ 
one for Father Calicott 

Many members of the congrega
tion said on Sunday that they- doubt
ed the abuse accusations against the 
priest and believed he ·needed no , 
forgiveness. · · ~; 

Edie Thompson, ·53, who came to 
Father Calicott said· that he was the Mass with her 5-year-old and 4- -· 

· not a child molester or a pedophile, ·year-old grandsons, said she had no 
but that "something occurred that doubt about Father Calicott's char· 
should not have occurred." acter .. "I would trust him any day 

He told the congregation he was ·with them," she said, touching· the 
overjoyed about being allowed to re- children on their heads. "I believe In 
turn and said - assured him the man." 

i 

I 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. Robert Miller 
Holy Angels Church 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear Bob, 

October 17, 1995 

At this juncture, I hope some of the understandable furor is 
dying down. I know many people are excited about John's return 
to the parish and that's a good thing. But I also know that 
there is always the negative feedback as well. 

My reason for writing is just to thank you for what you have 
done over the past few months. You stepped into an extremely 
difficult situation and have handled it with delicacy and 
understanding. I don't know how grateful other people are but I 
am very thankful to you because I know the difficulty of your 
position throughout those months. 

rt is not always easy when you ask men to take on such a 
task. I can always understand a guy refusing to do it. I'm not 
so sure I would have had the courage to accept as you did. 

My hope and prayer now is that things may settle down at 
Holy Angels and that John and the people can get on with their 
lives in a fresh and healthy way. 

I also hope that as you move on now in your priesthood, your 
service will be even more productive and more~ generous. If there 
is any way that I or Dan Coughlin can help in that transition, 
please let us know. Again, thank you from a lot of people. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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ST. ETHELREDA CHURCH 
8754 S. PAULINA ST. 

CHICAGO, IL. 60620 

238-6118 
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THE DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Chancellor 
The Pastoral Center 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Father Paprocki: 

October 18, 1995 

Enclosed is a copy of an article which appeared in The State newspaper, the Columbia, 
S.C. daily, on Monday, October 16. I hope the coverage in.Chicago was just as positive. Thank 
you for the copy of the statement and covenant servi~e; both were well done and quite 
impressive. 

It ~as good seeing you last week. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

-Encs. 

cc: Rev. Msgr. V.G. 

·.·:. c 

- . (.;: 

Office of Communicaliom; and Information 

119 Broad Street • Charleston, South Carolina 29401 
P.O. Box 818 • Charleston, South Carolina 29402 • Phone (803)724-8375 • FAX (803)724-8368 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Post Office Boll 1979 
Chicago, Illinois ll0690-1979 

MEETING REGARDING REV. JOHN CALICOTT: OCTOBER 18, 1995 
(10:00 a.m.-Noon) 

PRESENT: Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Admin. 
Bishop Raymond Goedert 
Bishop George Murry 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

ALSO PRESENT (11:00 a.m.-Noon): Rev. John Calicott 

=================================================================== 
(1) Violation of Protocol last Thursday. 

(2) Failed to follow Cardinal's request not to use occasion to 
vent anger, etc. 

(3) How can that parish be an objective monitor in the light of 
all this? 

(4) He has made the process very difficult for other priests who 
wish to return to ministry. 

(5) He considered - "frustrating and degrading." 

~
Oprah 

(6) Future media contacts? Gumbel 
Newspapers-Galloway 

=================================================================== 
COMMENTS 

(1) B.C. - addressed violation of protocol - she has to report it. 
J.C. - you told me to leave and I left 

I thought I could be there but not to function 
sacramentally until Sunday. 

(2) B.C. - addressed anger issue 
G.M. - read statement of Cardinal of 8/18/95 
J.C. - Everyone knows I am angry 

- I was telling the people that my anger and your 
(parishioner's) anger is not good and please help me 
and yourselves to rid ourselves of it. 

- I tried to reply in my sermon to every question media 
might raise. It worked - media had no questions. I 
felt I dealt with it in a spiritual way and the people 
reacted in an appropriate way. 
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- I did not say some of the things stated in the media. 
- I was against going to the press and I am livid at them 

too. Many of their comments were not accurate. My 
parishioners are angry at the media, too. 

- the press conference was no more than 15 or 20 minutes 
- "hellish limbo" - J.C. says he never said that - at 

least not without context 
- I was acknowledging my anger and theirs and said we 

have to rid ourselves of it. 
- I never said 11 minor 11 

- and no reporter ever asked about 
"intercourse" - and the quote about spanking, etc. is 
again not completely accurate and out of context - I 
said putting cigarettes to child - that's sickness. 

B.C. - asked were you serious about the covenant, do you 
believe in it, were you really asking for forgiveness? 

J.C. - I realize some of the Review Board think I am not sorry 
enough, that I don't feel guilty - J.C. at this point 
broke down. Expressed real guilt, sorrow. I've gone 
through too much pain and too much hurt and it angers 
me that the Review Board still questions me. 

(3} B.C. - stressed the importance of protocol 
J.C. - said he has every intention of following the protocol 

- has no intention of dealing with the press - he is so 
livid. 

- I never said was 
"humiliating" - I wanted them to know it was very 
thorough and rigorous. It was rough - the point was 
children were not at risk·- this was not a shabby 
procedure. 
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Bishop Murry's Impressions of Ceremony at Holy Angels 10-15-95: 

(Notes from Oct. 18, 1995 Meeting): 

- 4 hour ceremony - stayed for 2 hrs. 

- left at the Offertory. 

- hateful stares/comments 

- enormous among of anger at AOC; never should have been 
removed, anger from John Calicott 

- anger at the Church 

- someone else's fault 

- down-playing of the events, criticizing of the media, "admitted 
I do not remember." 

- Admittance/acknowledgement - both the same. 

- He didn't admit - just allegations 

- Profound lack of gratitude 

- We were wrong - he deserved it. 
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NOTES ON PFR-13: 10-18-95 

- Violation of protocol on 10/12/95 - "flat out", "response" 

Bishop George Murry John Calicott did not follow the 
Cardinal's request not to express anger over the AOC, Review Board 
or the process. 

- Statements read in the parish. 

Is the parish objective enough to monitor John Calicott? 

- Implications of his actions? for other priests? 

Board: 1) did not want to go to the press; 2) livid -
misquoted; 3) down-playing of the events "sexual misconduct", lack 
of gratitude 
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Telephone Message for Cardinal Bernardin, 

October 19, 1995 

Earl Lewis, Director of Memorial Ministries for Indigent Persons 
in Chicago, Illinois (312) 236-4548, called today to say that he 
supports your decision to re-instate Father Calicott. 

He is also glad that you are feeling better. 

Joanna 

AOC 010648 



[HOLY ANGELS CATHOLIC CHURCH] 
(607 Oakwood Blvd • Chicago, Ill. 60653 • (312) 624-5375] 

(Rev. John Calicott • Pastor] 
(Rev. Robert J. Miller • Temporary Administrator] 

October 19, 1995 

Dear Pat, 

Greetings! I just wanted to send you a brief note to thank you for 
your letter to me recently. I appreciate your thoughtfulness in that 
gesture having been a priest for 19 years, I have too often seen how we 
do not support or express appreciation of one another (both in religious 
orders, where I was a Redemptorist, or in diocesan life). So, I was 
grateful for the time and sentiments you expressed. 

It has indeed been a challenging time these past 3 months .•. it is 
not quite over yet unfortunately as some of the media are still caught 
up with the story (namely the Oprah Winfrey Show, which will air Monday 
Oct. 23). It will be great to just put this behind us completely and move 
on with life in the parish, which certainly needs much attention in and by 
itself. I know there will continue to be some uncertainty and even 
questions raised by individuals, but having the majority of the people of 
the parish behind John helps greatly. 

As for myself, I hope to be staying on at Holy Angels for a while 
longer at least to aid in the transition and other parish affairs. John and 
I seem to have established a good working relationship thus far, and my 
being there full-time (I have been living at St. Joachim up until now) will 
be helpful. I personally feel positive about that, not "stressed out" or 
burdened, so if things continue to work out positively there, maybe I'll be 
at Holy Angels longer than anyone (including myself!) expected. 

Again thanks for your letter ... I know we ha.ve probably met somewhere 
along the line in my 5+ years of working here on the southside, although I 
can't recall it now. Blessings on your work and ministry, and I hope our 
paths cross soon so we can meet more informally. 

In the peace of the Lord, 

M;uid, 
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~ Jfofy 7/nyels Church ,• 

607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
ChiclLgo. Illinois 606S3 

(312) 624-5375 
Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

OCTOBER 19 1995 

TO: OPRAH WINFREY AND THE HARPO STUDIO STAFF 

We, the Pastoral Council of Holy Angels thank you for your invitation to participate on the 
Oprah Winfrey Show. However, we respectfully decline to attend. 

Upon entering into a covenant with Fr. Calicott confirming his return, we feel this issue is 
closed. Therefore, all questions regarding Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels should be 
forwarded to the Archdiocese's Communication Office. 

c:r.:: Chicago Archdi.ocesan Communications Office 
Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board 
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Priest's return and anger 
at church draws reaction 
By Jay Copp 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

The return of Father John Calicott 
to Holy Angels Church can be
come a powerful, grace-filled ex
perience ·in which both he and his 
parishioners can grow spiritually, 
said a Chicago priest-ethicist. 

But Passionist Father Paul 
Wadell, a professor of Christian 
ethics at the Catholic Theological 
Union, said he was surprised and 
concerned that Calicott expressed 
.anger at the church instead of 
being grateful~-----

"It seemed like he was saying 
he was a victim oJ_injustice on 
the pan of the church, and that 
doesn't seem true," he told The 
New World.· "I almost"1l~ve to 
raise the question if he's come to 
grips with what has happened." 

Calicott, removed as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish in 1994 after 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
with minors. was reinstated by the 
Chicago Archdiocese on Oct. 15. 
Diocesan officials said he was not 
a risk to children and would be 
closely supervised; 

Calicott sharply criticized the 
church for delaying his return dur
ing his sermon at a Mass marking 
his reinstatement. After the Mass 
Calicott reportedly described his 
misconduct as minor. 

ritinfY concern for the nrivncv 

of his accusers, Calicott declined Wadell said Calicott's anger at 
to talk funher about the incidents. the church on such an occasion 
But parishioners familiar with the was disturbing. 
incidents insisted Calicott is not a "I expected he would have a 
pedophile or molester. ' sense of humility and. contrition, 

The misconduct occurred in that he would talk about a life of 
1976 when Calicott, no~ 48, was· - service and say he prizes his new 
at St. Ailbe Parish. stan," Wadell said. "To me there · 

His return to Holy Angels was was too much a polemical tone." 
generally welcomed by parish- . Calicott did not return ·phone 
ioners, as well as by the two per- · calls to The New World. 
sons (th<';n teen-agers) with whom ·Wadell added that reconciliation 
he had engaged in misconduct. could be achieved by means other 
But opposing the move were than reinstatement. 
some parishioners and groups like "Reconciliation doesn't neces
Survivors Net.work of those sarily mean a perso~ gets back the 
Abused by Priests. position he had before trust was 

The ·intended reconciliation of . broken. Reintegration into the. 
Calicott and his parishioners is community doesn't mean taking 
·praisewonhy, said Wadell. the same place in the community." 

"Reconciliation aims at a new Others in the archdiocese of-
way of life, a new understanding · fered their suppon of Calicott ·and 

·of God's grace and our own backed his reinstatement. 
·human frailty," said Wadell. "It's Father Larry Dowling, head of 
attheheartofourfaith.Christian- the Association of Chicago 
ity is a religion of rebinh." priests, said, "It's a gutsy move on 

Reconciliation is not a moment, the part of the diocese. [Forgive
but a process in which both sides ness] is what we're supposed to 
must participate, said Wadell. The be all about. · 
sinner must be honest about his "The church is not taking a 
offense arid reflect oil its signifi- chance," said Dowling, associate 
cance. pastor at St. James Parish in Ar-

During the Mass Calicott en- lington Heights. "Obviously so~e 
tered into a covenant with parish- people, including priests, fit the 
ioners asking for their forgiveness pattern of a pedophile. I'm sure 
and promising noi to be alone you_ can't make that judgment 
with children -without an adult . about Father Calicott." 
nresent. Father Michael Nallen of St. 

Father John Calicott hugs a worshiper during the sign of peace at the 
Mass at _Holy Angels Church Oct. 15 marking his reinstatement as pas
tor. New Wor!G'Jack Spratt 

Joseph Parish in Homewood, who 
has a priest-friend who was re- · 
moved from a parish after allega
tions of sexual misconduct, said 
he understands Calicott's anger. 

"This happened 20 years ago. 
Who hasn't committed sins in his 
past?" he said. "They held him 
out from his parish for a long 
time, and he went through all the 
programs they asked." 

said he was not· a si g
nificant risk to children. 

James Walter, a professor of 
. Christian ethics at Loyola Univer
sity, said until more details are 
known about the.misconduct inci
dents it's hard to judge the appro-

priateness of Calicott's reinstate
ment. "I don't know if it's a good 
move or a bad one. We don't 
know the circumstances surround
ing Father Calicott," he said. 

Calic9tt requested his return by 
petitioning an archdiocesan review 
board, and other priests removed 
after allegations of seJtual miscon
duct can also request reinstate
ment, said Bob Quakenbush, a 
spokesperson for the archdiocese. 

But the archdiocesan policy on 
priests who _engaged in sexual 
·misconduct with minors is not to 
return them to ministry with ac
cess to minors. An exception was 
made in Calicott's case because of 
the length of time since· the mis
conduct and other circumstances, 
said archdiocesan officials. 
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Pastor's return 
after 'misc.onduct'':'":: 
troubles counselor~·~" 

A 
church, Gary Schoener was , ~ 
saying, should be the safest . ,, "" 
place on Earth. That's why the 
site of worship is a sanctuary. _,.., 
It's sacied, a haven. But this " ' 

came at the end of the conversation . 
. You'd gone to the office Saturday 
morning to attend to the mail that had ::;" 
piled up while you and a colleague 
worked late on a story. 

The phone rang, and it was Schoener, 
one of the experts you'd tried to reach the' 
day before. He'd been out of town and . 
was returning calls. Too bad, you said, "" 
the deadline's passed. ·" 

He asked about the story, and you lald "~ 
it out (regular Tribune readers can skip ·n•: 
four paragraphs): , .. ~ 

After being confronted some 18 months·' 
ago by officials of Chicago's Roman · · 
Catholic Archdiocese, Rev. John calicott,'~~ 
the popular pastor of Holy Angels 

On religion 
Paul Galloway tlFtOuAJr;::- (c.·c<:>~p~ 

Church, a vital spiritual beacon on the ,.,.. 
South Side, had "acknowledged sexual "''.'. 
misconduct" with two male teenagers in ,.;, 
1976 at another.parish . 

. Removed as pastor, Calicott 

On Oct. 12, the archdiocese a1U1ounced ···' 
that Cardinal Jo~eph Bernardin would · ~ 
follow the recommendation of his .'.'.'.'. 
Professional Fitness Review Board and -~-" 
reinstate Calicott as Holy Angels pastor,···· 
thus making him an exception to the --• 
policy barring priests who'd committed ·:::'. 
sexual offenses from parish ministry. 

Why? indicated 
Calicott didn't "pose a significant risk lei·" 
children" ; "" 
another priest would always be present 
when he was with kids; lhe parish 
wanted him back; and those whom he 
"abused" had "strongly supported" 
reinstatement. 

In reporting the story, you were struck. 
by the affection so many parishioners felt: 

. for Calicott, his intent lo ask for 
forgiveness and the redemptive faith of :::'. 
his superiors. You were also disturbed by-. 
Ute story, worried about what could .,,.,, 
happen, eager to write about something 
else. 

You recalled the words of Dr. James 
Pedigo, chief psychiatrist of a ··· 
Phlladelphia treatment center for sexual''.' 
offenders and victims: "Bernardin, it ··· 
seems to me, is really taking a risk." 

Then you began listening to Schoener<:.; 
who was brimming with misgivings. As 
executive director of the Walk-Jn 
Counseling Center in Minneapolis, he's "" 
counseled scores of pastors accused of 
sexual offenses. Soon you were taking 
notes and planning to put some of his 
thoughts in a column. Such as: 

Monitors: "Why would you have that ... 
kind of visible scrutiny and still have 
him be a priest? That's bizarre. If the 
monitor's a fellow priest, where do his 
loyalties lie? Priests are on duty 24 hour~. 
a day. How will this work?" 

/o: T'bh/\ 
fY'-vft.1 : ~'-

VICtlm Interviews: '.'Most treatnieht :.c.:·~,,: 
pro~s talk 'oruy to offenders; but• .• <;; ::~. ; 
victims. are essential in providing detalls,7.''. 
.about.a relatlonshlp;·emotl(Jmil cl0seness•i1.: · 
what led to tl1e'8exual act; what WM'iialdf-i 'I 

.. before and '8.ner: They also often hilve . ···~; l 
ideas about other vlctlmS.''Aild offenden"..~i·• 

.-.tend to Ile or shade the truth. Even'those:'-:• 
·who try to be honest wlll'make '" 1,,, ""' ,, 

··,themselves look better through: . '1 ' ! 1 ,, , : 

. rationalization and self-editing; It's not: """0 
lntentlonalAll of us are geared that .. ,.:11 

· wa,y." (The mediCal directcir'?' ftf:~ -.ii& 

._. v1&2 lnlerylews w.e~:rare Rhd)ieve'r § 
_solicited by staff.),:,, :'i)'I• .'~-'' ._;i::1.~~n,.,.... 

· :_, Data' ·gatllerlrig':'';*1e'sfi/iffiil·'.iiis~J~S 
will mvariably concfuct lritervlewS; ·'and -
they're, not equipped to do it Some onen=:; 
have trouble even talking about seX: Bu~ 
as far as what a therapistrequlres, Iioll!z::: 
and lawyer5 are,Jtist as bad.';'··,; "if/)i'~ -
Vague' descriptions: .,_o d~~cri~·- ; ' 

= ·so~e~µtg ~ .'sexual: miSCohdu'ct~:is ~ i ·: :; ~ 
meanlrigless and potentlillly haniiM It :i'• 
leads to the worst of specuiatlonS. What " 
exactly went on? Touching? ~1 l.-':•!kJ:. ,._ ·1lf 1 

' Masturbation? Oral sex? Dlstlrictlons· ara/ · 
· crucial There's .a· big difference between" 
, fondling and ariaJ. Intercourse.''' ··':' '· · :v. 
. whiie so~e parentil cir~itn~~ .. in'the :: ' 

, ,'Parish'.:ichool expressed opposition fo hi~;'. ·l 
, return, Calicott was· warmly welcomed to.;·, 
the pulpit Sunday. And while he asked "

1 l 
foLforgiveness, he also spoke of his ail~ 

. toward the archdiocese' for removing. hln/i; i 
', : ·And he inaiscrlmlilatety slamm~ ·~~ .!: J 

news media for suggesting he ·was a . • ·; , ;;• 71 
pedophile.'' , . · ,,; .. , · ::1·1-• ,:.-!• 
, Yet neither'the'word not•ahy"silch~:. :, 0

:: • 

, lntlmat~on appeared In Trlbune'artlci~ :H. 
:about ~1s return;.and•"pedophlle'.~·:" •N ••.o 1 

appeared orice·1n lite Sun-Times" front: .::di 
page_story,:used by·Caucok:~":' ;Lw;.', :1~·:1 

· · . Also' on Sunday; CaJlcott ;;:;;!~: /·1,!~<i'~-· i~P•l·j 
that something that, should not hllve '""• .: / cl 

. ?~c~ ~id occur!~·1/·: . 1 ·,;·t··~~;.:·fr ;~~:~~·f·.~;H~1 t. 
, ·1 Said Schoener.on Monday:::'He seems •1 !f· 

·to be downplaylng.hlii".olfense'. IC.there's ::· ·: 
.,, anything sexual co1U11ictlid ·wtth'iils'"""' ·l!.l"1: 
, misconduct, then his statement8 'on'·!~o1.li I~~ '. Sunday are greatly froubling" ' '"· '1) ? ''"!( 

· .. You hope for the.ties! · :-_ ·i.I •iH~l!r~ :H 
i,:'.' , .' ':'(·1 • ·:. ~-f"l:~:J.:.:: i\;:~ 
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Chicago, IL 60602 

!Fax Cover Sheet RUSH RUSH 

DA TE: October 20, 1995 

TO: Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board 

FROM: PHONE: 
FAX: 

PHONE: 312-751-8200 
FAX: 312-751-5279 

RE: Oprah Winfrey Show - October 23, 1995 

Number of pages Including cover sheet: 2 

THIS IS WHAT HOLY ANGELS SENT TO HARPO PRODUCTIONS 

As we discussed, here is a copy of Holy Angel Pastoral Council's official 
statement for Monday's show. If you have any questions you wish me to clarify, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. If your questions are regarding the show, 
please refer to our statement 

Thank You 
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HOLY ANGELS PAGE 02 

.;,... 

r am deeply disturbed by the confusion created by various press 
reports regarding my reinstatement to the pastorate of Holy Angels' 
church and I wish to be very succinct and clear about the 
following: 
1. I acknowledge my involvement in sexual misconduct with minors 19 
years ago. 
2. I acknowledge that 

has indicated that I am not a pedophile, ephebophile or 
significant risk to children. 
It 'Was with this knowledge that I requested reinstatement as pastor 
of Holy Angels' church. 
The past year and one half has been difficult, arduous and, quite 
often, deeply painful. I am obviously elated and enthusiastic that 
it has culminated with my being able to return to that ministry to 
which I feel God has called me and to which I committed myself over 
twenty years ago. 
~ed that 
~has indicated that I am not a pedophile, ephebophile or 
significant risk to children and, thus, validated my own internal 
sense regarding this matter. 
I wish to thank the Cardinal Archbishop of Chicago, Joseph Cardinal 
aernardin, and the Professional Fitness R.eview Board for their 
diligent attention to the protection of children, as well as their 
diligent attention to my own pastoral care. 
I wieh also to thank my family members who not for a micro-second 
have wavered. My mother, my brother and sister and their families, 
my many nephews and nieces and, indeed, great nephews and nieces 
have just been an inexpressible source of strength during this 
ordeal. I very much love each and every one of them. 
And, finally, I wish to acknowledge in a most especial way my 
membership at Holy Angels' Church. Not only would they not let the 
Archdiocese forget their concern for me, they would not al low me to 
forget their concern for me. To their concern I must add that of 
the membership at Holy Name of Mary, and the many others, Catholic 
an.d non-Catholic, who have supported and sustained me by a prayer, 
by· a word, by a simple look. 
-r very much look forward to continuing my ministry. 

R.ev. John W. Calicott 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

REPORTS: (10/20/95) 

1. Jolin Calicott '74: The Cardinal has agreed to return John to active ministry as 
pastor of Holy Angels officially on October 15 with the signing of a covenant at 
the parish within the context of a parish liturgy. 

2. 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

3. John McNalis '76: John [Associate Pastor] at Immaculate Heart of Mary) 
contacted the Board to express his disagreement with the Cardinal's decision 
to return John Calicott '74 [Pastor of Holy Angels] to full time active ministry. 

4. Robert Miller '76: Bob [former Administrator of Holy Angels] contacted the 
Board to express his concerns regarding the manner in which Fr. Calicott's 
views on his situation were misrepresented in the media. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

7 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

MINUTES 

Meeting: #8 - Fifteenth Board 

Date: October 20, 1995 

Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Present: 
Reverends: Jeremiah M. Boland, Kevin J. Feeney, John M. Collins, 

Joseph J. Kinane, John S. Siemianowski (arriv. 10:30) 

Absent: 
Reverends: Robert E. McLaughlin, Steven W. Patte [On Sabbatical], 

Kenneth J. Velo. 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland 10:23 A.M. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Accepted 4-0-0 

m Reports: 

Page 70 

1. John Calicott '74: The Cardinal has agreed to return John to active ministry 
as pastor of Holy Angels officially 10/15/95 with the signing of a covenant at 
the parish within the context of a parish liturgy. 

2. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

Page 71 

3. John McNalis '76: John [Associate Pastor at Immaculate Heart of Mary] 
contacted the Board to express his disagreement with the Cardinal's decision 
to return John Calicott '74 [Pastor of Holy Angels] to full time active ministry. 

4. Robert Miller '76: Bob [former Administrator of Holy Angels] contacted the 
Board to express his concerns regarding the manner in which John Calicott's 
'74 [Pastor of Holy Angels] views on his situation were misrepresented in the 
media. 

5. 

6. 

2 
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Page 75 
6. 

7. 

D. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

Robert Miller '76: Bob [former administrator of Holy Angels] met with 
Jerry Boland last week to discuss his situation. 

John Calicott '74 [Pastor of Holy Angels] and Bishop 
George Murry [Vicar] have asked Bob to consider remaining at Holy 
Angels for the next several months. Bob is open to this. During this 
time, he would be looking to future placement as a pastor in the 
African-American community. 

6 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
Date: October 21, 1995 

Re: Review Board Meeting - REVEREND JOHN V. CALICOTT, '74 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

The Board was updated about the return of Father Calicott to Holy 
Angels Parish last Sunday. Concern was expressed about Father Calicott's public 
statements, especially his minimizing of his misconduct, his lack of genuine 
contrition, his expressions of anger, especially after being requested by the 
Cardinal not to do so, and his violation of the protocol by returning to the 
parish on October 12, 1995 before his official return on October 15, 1995. 

Bernadette Connolly reported on the meeting which took place this 
past Wednesday with Father Calicott, attended by Bishop Raymond E. Goedert, 
Bishop George w. Murry, S.J,, Rev. Patrick J, O'Halley, and Bernadette Connolly. 
Bernadette Connolly is to send Father Calicott a written summary of this meeting. 

Also, it was decided that Bernadette Connolly should document any 
future violations of the agreement or protocol by sending a written reprimand to 
Father Calicott, with copies to Cardinal Bernardin and the Review Board. Either 
the Cardinal or the Review Board could initiate a supplementary review in such 
a case. 

Some members of the Board also expressed their concern about the way 
this case has been handled, especially the pressure put on the Board to return 
Father Calicott to the parish. They thought it was not fair that the 
Archdiocese's statement made it sound like the Cardinal responded to a 
recommendation from the Review Board when, in fact, it was the Cardinal who asked 
the Board to return Father Calicott to the Parish. 

The Board requested a meeting with the Cardinal to discuss this case. 

I reminded the Board that the Cardinal had said he would not act 
without the concurrence of the Board. In fact, I told the Board prior to their 
vote that the Cardinal would follow the Board's recommendation either way. 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

October 21, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Bernadette Connolly Thomas Paprocki 

A) Matter of PFR-13 {J.C.): 

1) The Board discussed the transition of J.C.'s return 
to Holy Angels. The Board was very concerned with the following: 

B) 

One, the Administrator reported that J.C. was 
in violation of his protocol on 10/12/95. 
Specifically, J.C. was in his parish without 
the Administrator's permission and without a 
monitor in place. J.C.'s return was scheduled 
for 10/15/95. 

Two, the Board felt that J.C. used his return 
as an occasion to vent his anger when he was 
instructed by Cardinal Bernardin not to do. 

Three, the Board was concerned that J.C. did 
not acknowledge to Holy Angels' parishioners 
that he had engaged in sexual misconduct. 

Four, that there was a real lack of contrition 
from John. The Board instructed that the 
Administrator formally report the violation in 
writing to J.C. and to copy all appropriate 
personnel. 

AOC 010663 



C) 

our next meeting is scheduled for November 18, 1995 at 10:00 AM. 
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Church, Peri§hy,§re.Dl~Priest Chance at. Redemption 
I salute Joseph Cardinal Ber- sacrifice and understand· they are lie community of Holy Angels parish · With all due respect tO Calicott, I 

nardin for having the courage to TODAY'S ISSUE exchanging something good for is willing to treat him with compllS- say: pray 
entrust the Rev. John Calicott "something equally yet uniquely sion and forgiveness says something daily, and ask God for forgive~. 
with pastoral responsibilities CALICOTr'S REINSTATEMENT good." about their faith. . . · And pray that your victims v.ill have 
a~ain [news story, Oct. 13}. ers, former prostitutes, former politi- Indeed, one can predict with William Gaudry, Oak Lawn the· courage and the strength to 

The return of Calicott will be . cal insurrectionists, former war crim- unerring accuracy that a bishop effectively live their lives! · . . 
\'iewed with cynicism by those. inals. who knowingly ordains a sour, A Question of Trust Joe T. White South Sh~re 
who still believe the absurd fairy prissy eunuch as a priest has sent · ' 
tule thet Catholic priests-and Yet we don't remember these indi- into the world an accident looking 

Double Standard other ministers-ought to possess viduals for being ''what they were,'' for a place to happen. At best, such As a parishioner at Holy Angels 
8 degree of sanctity that guaran- do we? We remember them for what a priest will develop into a sterile, Church and a 1963 graduate of the 
tees immunity to dysfunctional- they "became." woefully ineffective clerical bu- Holy Angels School, I w~nder if it is The Catholic Church sees fa to 
a.k.a. sinful-behavior. Let there be no debate over the reaucrat. morally correct to reinstate the Rev. reinstate an admitted child-molest-

All one need do to prove that realities of sexual misbehavior by · Calicott has paid a dear price for John Calicott to the parish. · ing priest who will need to be super-
this just isn't so is become more priests: Any misuse of sexuality can- his grievous error. He has the faith Yes, Calicott was active in the vised and not left alone in the 
familiar with biblical history. not be tolerated. and courage to stand before the . community, and yes, he was instru- · company of children: Yet the con-

You will find that among the Paying particular attention to the community and say, "I was wrong mental in helping residents join the cept of women priests sends the 
@reutest servants of God no com- celibate Catholic priesthood, we and I want to try again . ~ . with church. But he has lost my trust. . hierarchy into a tizzy-fit. . ..· 
mandment has gone unbroken. must insist that candidates be more my bishop's, permission and .with I can't condone allowing an adm,it-· .. · J°gucBB we ha-.-en't ~·come_ a long 
You will find former murderers, ~than just resigned to a life of chastj~.: .your permission." _.,; · ,.... , ... . . ted sex abuser in~·a ministry where. ·.way,_baby.'' after all.· ... 
former drunkards, former adulter- ty; .They must.be at peace with the ,._Thefactthatthe Roman Catho~· .he·willha-.'e contact.with children.·.-/ · - · Mury·Sabaiino, Lomba~d. 
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October 23, 1995 

Ms. Oprah Winfrey 
Harpo Productions 
Post Office Box 909715 
Chicag~, Illinois 60690 

Dear Ms. Winfrey: 

After viewing your program concerning the return of Father John W. Calicott to 
Holy Angels Church, I felt compelled to write to you. I am a member of Holy 
Angels parish and I support the return of Father John W. Calicott to the 
ministry. However that is· not the reason I writing to you. The reason that I am 
writing to you is that it is clear that your opinion, the opinion of your particular 
audience recruited for this program, and the opinion of the American public in 
general on the treatment of mental health pathology is neanderthal i.e. 
individuals can be cured of bacterial pathology, viral pathology, but not mental 
pathology. 

As an adult with a sexually abused childhood, your opinions are jaded based 
upon your childhood experiences and not objective. It is also obvious and 
unfortunate that you have not worked out your deyastating personal 
experience of childhood sexual abuse throu h counselin and s chothera 

I believe in the 
efficacy of our mental health professionals as I believe in the efficacy of our 
bacterial and viral health professionals. 

determined that Father Calicott is not a significant danger to children. This word 
"significant" means that there are no guarantees in life. No••••• 

can guarantee the future conduct of anyone. Not even the future 
conduct of themselves. Father Calicott has 
paid and will continue to pay dearly for the rest of his life for the transgression 
committed in his youth. Does anyone wish to be held accountable for 
transgressions committed twenty (20) years ago especially when they have 
lived an exemplary life after that? The answer is academic. 

Cardinal Bernadin is to be applauded and commended for his courageous 
decision in listening to and to the parishioners 
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of Holy Angels Church. Also, your program failed to mention that the 
Cardinal acted upon the recommendation of the Professional Fitness 
Review Board. Membership on the Professional Fitness Review Board is 
only open to those who have been sexually abused by priests. The 
Cardinal is aware that Holy Angels is the center of Afro-centric Catholicism is 
the United States. There are many in the archdiocese that object to this and 
wish to see Holy Angels closed. There would not be this hue and cry over the 
return of Father Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels Church, by people that do not 
belong to this parish- many that are not members of the catholic faith, if this 
were not an Afro-centric catholic parish. 

Ms. Winfrey, I believe that you are a honest woman with journalistic integrity. 
However, I want you to know that certain members of your staff were less that 
honest when they approached Holy Angels parishioners concerning appearing 
on your program. They told us that the purpose for the program would be to 
promote a healing in the parish, the archdiocese and the city. They said that" it 
is so wonderful that Holy Angels parish is willing to accept Father Calicott back 
as its spiritual leader!" I do not believe that you sanction deceiving (tricking) 
individuals, Jenny Jones style, in order to influence them to appear on your 
program. I did not accept an invitation to appear as a member of the audience 
because bitter experience has taught me that some television journalists will 
take license with the truth in order to create a sensational or confrontational 
story setting. 

I am not a member of any official church governing body of the archdiocese or 
Holy Angels Church. I am an individual parishioner of Holy Angels Church 
expressing my personal opinion. I do not wish to impugn your motives for the 
producing a program that amounted to an outright attack on the christian 
judgement and process of forgiveness, healing, reconciliation, redemption and 
restoration by the parishioners of Holy Angels Church. However, I extend to 
you my personal invitation to help us with the process of healing by coming to 
Holy Angels Church and praying with us at a Sunday Mass. Help us with your 
prayers and get to know us as a parish before you continue to cast judgement 
on us and our chosen spiritual leader. God knows that we are going to need all 
the help we can obtain. Just because the parishioners forgave and love Father 
Calicott does not indicate a cavalier attitude concerning placing our children at 
risk, that we do not care for children or that we are an uninformed people. It 
means that we are an understanding and forgiving people. 
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Sincerely, 
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Z3 October 199 5 

His Holiness Pope John Paul II 
Supreme Pontiff 
Apostolic Palace 00120 
Vatican City 
Europe 

Your Holiness: 

FROM THE DESK OF 

I am writing to you today to express my outrage, grave concern and utter disappointment 
with recent events which have taken place within the Archdiocese of Chicago. This disgrace. 
af which I speak, is the recent re-installation of Rev.John W. Calicott to his role as Pastor 
(the image of Christ) in a church (Holy Angels Church. Chicago) where he has reportedly 
molested two young men in the past. 

ihe Catholic Church in America, as you well know, is spiralling out of control with regard to 
the lack of true role models to inspire the laity. As well, the notion of sin ha5 become non
existent amongst laity and clergy. Attendance continues to drop, financial contributions are 
at an all-time low, vocations to the priesthood continue to plummet, and the spirit of Christ's 
presence amongst both clergy and faithful alike is all but an e.d.inguished flame. 

The recent re-installation of Fr. Calicott, who won't fully admit to having abused children. is a 
sign of the sickness that is pervasive in the U.S. Church. Unfortunately it has reached even 
to those people that we once looked to as leaders. To see a Prince of the Church rY-install a 
reported child molester as a parish priest Is nothing short af a mortal sin. Rather than 
tending the flock. I believe that Cardinal Bemadin has not only left open the gate but has 
placed a wolf amongst the sheep. 

I will not ask how the Church will respond when Fr. Calicott strikes again. At that time, any 
action will be too late. The Archdiocese of Chicago has reportedly spent $9 million on child 
abuse cases amongst clergy since 1991. Since 19801 a Washington newspaper reports that 
the American Church has spent $500 million on child sexual abuse cases. It brings me to 
tears to think af the dollars that M are spending on rehabilitating nonrehiibilitative 
conditions such as pedophilia. Can you image the number of lo~t souls sleeping on the cold 
streets af Chicago, Boston, Los Angeles. Detroit, Washington. Baltimore, and New York that 
could have been clothed, fed, and shelterEd with these dollars. American Catholics are tired of 
throwing away their dollars when their intended use (to assist in establishing the Kingdom of 
God) is being diverted to take care of clergy crimes. With the re-installation of fr. Calicott. we 
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will now potentially be facing a new problem - Church sanctioned crime. 

I sincerely believe that to forgive ls divine yet to forget (and risk the safety of our young 
children) is nothing but unforgivable. 

The Church and America alike need to understand that sexual crimes are crimes against 
humanity. More importantly, they are crimes against the soul. Whether actual rape or ilncit 
fondling takes place is not of concern. What is of concern is the raping of the soul. This 
takes place through abuse of authority and power. I aslc: you to help prevent further crimes 
and the potential soul-raping of the children of Chicago through enforcing the immediate 
removal of Fr. Calicott from his role as parish priest. He is now in that role with im 

archdiocese mooitor (individual in his presence when. he is in th£ presence af children). I ask 
you, If Fr. Calicott is no danger to our little children, then why must we make sure that he is 
monitored? lhe answer is that we know deep in our hearts that we are risking the spiritual, 
emotional, and physical lives of our children by allowing him to practice his ministry. I find 
it astounding that the Catholic Church can deny a woman a priestly vocation for reasons of 
her femaleness yet we can advocau (which is exactly what we are doing in Chicago) the 
priestly vocation of a pedophile. I am sure, in light af this, Jesus weeps. 

Fr. Calicott n££d not be totally banished from the ministry as I believe that he may have a 
more appropriate role. There are many administrative positions in which he may flourish. 
Recognizing this, I plead that you appoint him t.o a position away &om potential victims. 

The victimintiott of the Church is the in thing" in my country as the Church suffers 
daggers and arrows, on a daily basis, from both the print and visual media. The Chicago 
situation has increased attacks on the Church across this country. We, as Catholics and 
Christians, need to reclaim our Church to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and rededicate the 
sanctity and purity of its adions to the Blessed Mother. We need not worlc to destroy the 
Church from within by making continual horriflc policy decisions. The Church was 
admonished for turning its head on the death of 6 million Jews in Germany, Id's not lgno~ 
the spiritul death of our Catholic children by ignoring the crime of clergy-inflicted seJCual 
abuse. 

The moral path is clear if we follow our instincts. I ask you, as the Sua:essor to Peter, to be 
bold enough and courageous enough to take action to save our child~n. As you actively and 
successfully stood up against the Russian threat to Poland, I believe that you also can and 
need to stand up and be heard against clergy-inflicted child abuse. 

I understand that one of your most cherish£d tasks is to re-establish moral order in the 
Unit.ed Stat.es as it has seriously declined over the past 20 years. A5 an American, I can tell 
you that you would gain enonnous rEspect and th£ hearts of millions of both the faithful and 
those that have falfen away from the Church by making a statement on th£ abuse of children 
by the clergy and through rEmoving Fr. Calicott from his parisli priest ro1£ in the Archdiocese 
of Chicago. 

I wish you alf the best in your mission to spread the Word of God and will say a special prayer 
to Our Blessed Virgin (your protector) to keep you safe, healthy, and courageous in your 
Pontificate. 
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Joseph Cardinal Bemadin, Archbishop of Chicago 
William Cardinal Baum. Major Penitentiary of Apostolic Penitentiary (Vatican) 
Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua, Archbishop of Philadelphia 
john Cardinal Carberry, Archbishop-Emeritus of St. Louis 
James Cardinal Hickey, Archbishop af Washington 
William Ca,-dinal Keeler. Archbishop of Baltimore, President - NCCB (Washington) 
john Cardinal Krol, Archbishop-Emeritus of Philadelphia 
Bernard Cardinal Law, Archbishop of Boston 
Roger Cardinal Mahoney, Archbishop of Los Angeles 
Luis Aponte Cardinal Martinez, Archbishop of San Juan, PR 
Adam Cardinal Miada, Archbisliop of Detroit 
john Cardinal O'Connor, Archbishop of New York 
Edmund Cardinal Szoka, Pres. of Prefecture of Economic Affairs - Holy See (Vatican) 
Angelo Cardinal Sodano, Secretary of State (Vatican City) 
Archbishop Agostino Cacclavillan, Papal Nuncio to the United States (Washington} 
Msgr. Dennis Schnurr, General Secretary - National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Rev.John W. Calicott, Pastor· Holy Angels Church, Chicago 
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10/23/95 

Joseph Cardinal Bernadin, 
Archbishop of Chicago. 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Centre, 
155 East Superior, 
Chicago, Illinois, 
60611 

Re: Father John Calicott 

Dear Cardinal Bernadin: 

At a time in the history of the Roman Catholic Church when · 1 expe~ie.~~e. ~he IT19r~I~_ of 
··- -~priesfa dangerOusly- low I l ·n-Eiecf to tell you flo'w ni·uch· I appredatEi your courage I your 

interpretation of the gospel of reconciliation and your leadership recognized in your 
ability to publically reverse, in this instance, your own policy. 
I am also grateful for the challenging covenant into which you have invited the local 
community. Thank you for making all of this public. 

Most especially I am grateful for the vote of confidence your offered your brother in 
the priesthood. 

Diocese of Victoria, B.C. Canada. 

In the meantime, I must uphold my Ideals for perhaps the time will come·, when I shall ,be 
· able to carry them out" 

Anne· Frank, July 15, 1944 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernadin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 

J11lnfl 1111 ll11111II11d l11l1IJrl111.1II1111111l1l11f1I11111 II 
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ROBERT A. DAVIS/SUN-TIMES 

The Rev. Lynne Lohr protests Sunday the reinstatement of the Rev. John Calicott as pastor of Holy 
Angels Church. The archdiocese says Calicott admitted sexual misconduct years ago with minors. 

Pickets Scold Bernardin on Priest's Return 
BY NEIL STEINBERG . 
STA~'F WRITER 

. · Joseph Cardinal Bernardin re
neged on a promise to keep priest.a 
who sexually abuse children away 
from their parishes, according to 
protesters gathered outside the 
cardinal's home Sunday. 

"We oppose the reinstatement 
of Fath.er Calicott," said Tom 
Economus, president of Survivors 
of Clergy Sexual Abuse Linkup, 
Inc. He was referring to the Rev. 
John Calicott, who returned as 
pastor of Holy Angele Church, 607 
E. ·Oakwood, last week although 
the archdiocese said he admitted 

· sexual misconduct with minors 
nearly 20 years ago. 

"We're confused," said Econo
mus. "Is there a policy or isn't 
there a policy? We want the cardi
nal to respond." 

He was joined by about a dozen 
other protesters, who carried signs 
reading, "Yes, forgive abusers but 
protect our kids" and "Are Our 
Children Safe With Priest.a?" 

The cardinal came out of his 
mansion at North Avenue and 
State Parkway and briefly spoke 
with the protesters, saying that 
the Calicott deciRion was in keep-
ing with archdiocesan policy and 

. was appropriate. 
"Decisions need to be made on 

fact.a, not fear or anger, and the 
fact.a in this particular · cnse are 
clear," said the cardinal, acknowl
edging thnt while _some may dis-

agree with him, he is "confident" 
with the decision. 

In 1991, Bernardin said he 
would never allow priests who sex, 
ually abused children to return to 
their parishes. Last week, a 

spokeswoman for the archdiocese 
said that Calicott, who returned 
with the support of the majority 
of his parish and under conditions 
that he never be alone with a 
child, was -the first exception. 
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Bernardin 
says abuser:. 
. 't . k 1sn. ans .. 
Cardinal def ends 
priest reinstateme11t 
By Tracy Dell'Angela 1o·J3~7;' 

. TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER " 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
.said Sunday he learned some· 
thing surprising that convinced 
him to reinstate a priest who 
admitted sexual misconduct 
with two teenage boys: Not 
every sex abuser is a pedophile 
with a "psychological disorder" 
compelled to victimize children:· 

"This was a monumental deci· 
sion I made, and I did not make 
it lightly," Bernardin said in his 

· first public comments about the 
Oct. 12 reinstatement of Rev. 
John Calicott as pastor of Holy 

· Angels Catholic Church on the 
South Side. "Everything that has 
been done has been done in the 
open. While nothing is ever per· 
feet ... .I remain· confident the~ 
decision was a good one." 

Bemardin's impromptu press 
conference outside his home at 
155.5 N. State Pkwy. was sparked 
by a protest by two abuse sur· 
vivor groups angry about the 
reinstatement. About 20 people 
marched in front of Bernardin's 
house, carrying signs that read, 
"Yes, forgive abusers, but pro· 
tect our kids" and "Catholic 
Pedophile Priests: The Effect on 
U.S. Society." . 

"We need some straight 
answers," said Barbara· Blaine, 
president of Survivors Network 
of those Abused by Priests. 
"People are confused. The car· 

· dinal said he would never reins· 
tate a known pedophile. So until 
the cardinal tells us otherwise, 
we have to assume this policy is 
not ~Qrth the paper it is written 
on." I -------.. 

Priest 
CoN'!'INUED FROM PAGE l· 

las.t Sunday, Calicott railed 
aga~nst t!1e Catholic Church for 
forcmg hun into~ 
•and the media or portrayin 
"liTrri as a "child molester." g 

However indignant such com
·ments may sound, Bernardin said 
he _does not believe Calicott is 
trymg to minimize what hap. 

" pened. "I'm sure that he is repen-

-- Beniarciin explained ~hy he 
made an exception to his own 
strict policy, which fo~ the past 
three years barred priests who 
committed sexual m~scon~u.ct 
from returning to pansh mm~s- . 
try. But like Calicott, Bernar~m 

. refUsed to answer the crucial 
question that's dogged this very 
public case: Exactly what hap
pened between Calicott and t~o 
15-year·old boys i~ 1976 while 
Calicott was an assistant pastor. 
at st. Ailbe Catholic Church? 

The victims took their charges 
to the archdiocese in ~a~ch 
1994, and aller an inveshg~tton 
and an admission by Cahcott, 
an archdiocese board recom-
men ed hi moval. 

"I can understand why peop!e 
are upset. But the facts of. th1~ 
situation merited the exception., 
Bernardin said. That doesn t 
mean he doubts whether the 
"sexual misconduct" occu.rred. 
But he said this case convinced 
him that such behavior can. be 
isolated and not "an express.ion 

. of a fundamental psych~logical 
disorder." He said theres ~en 
no other allegations agarnst 
Calicott in the last 19 years, a.nd 
the parish was very supportive 
of his return. . 

. "If I felt there was a real nsk 
to children, I wo~ld n~t have 
done this," Bernardin said. . ' 

. . "We have imposed very st~1ct 
conditions that reduce the ns~ 

. almost to the point where it 
doesn't exist." . 

As part or his ~ 
Calicott agreed t? .......- . 
- and be monitored by a ~
sponsible adult" whenever he is 
.with children. But d~rmg an 
emotional hotn!lY del~ve~ed to .. 
600 ent.husiashc pansh1rners 

SEE PIUEST' p AGE 2_ 

tant," he said. "He is not ....,.n~ 
~~" . ·~r 

Before Bernardin :emerged th 
. protesters said their goal wiis t~ 

get answers from the cardinal 
· But . when Bernardin walked out 

to his driveway to field questions 
t~e protesters packed up thei~ 
signs and shortly dispersed. 

"We .. de~nitely wanted him· to 
~peak, said Tom Economus, Pres
ident of Survivors of Clergy Sexu-
al Abuse Linkup. "Obviously 
don't agree with him... ' we 
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Phone Call from Ralph Bonaccorsi Regarding Holy Angels: 10-23-95 

- they state that they don't need "Training in Monitoring." 

- in-house consultant -

- no outside training 

- Les Mollohan present 

- sensitive to issues 

- they're getting training from 
internal consultant 

- handouts/issues to Parents/Teachers 

and Sister Helen -
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FILE: PFR-13 October 23, 1995 

An anonymous caller from Holy Angels phoned at 11: 05 AM on 
10/23/95. 

1) Monday, 10/16/95 - children outside rectory at 3:40 pm. 

2) Fr. C came out of the rectory 
all the children ran and embraced him 
the last child that embraced J.C. 
went to the basement of the church 
with J.C. 
J.C. had a key -- opened door with 
his key 

(Parent) open the door, but door was locked. 
alone w/the child 
- didn' t know if something was 
planned in the basement 

careless 
2 children (Pre & 1st grade) 
12 year old cousins (5 & 7th grade) 

12 yr. old cousin witnessed this. 

3. Fr. Clements - 12 Noon Mass - passed out stones to the 
parishioners - all Mass based on J.C. - Fr. Clements. 
SNAP inferred - 2 aunts attended the services - "pelt the 
people with these stones that don't support J.C." 

"OCE" 
4. Corporal Punishment/Capital - contract with the schools -

one-on-one meetings with J.C. in August Sister 
•••!pick #'s and go sit w/J.C. and the principal. 
Explain you must attend Mass and sign a contract. 

3:15 
5. All teachers have paddles in hand -- Asst. Sr. 111111 -

Preschool teacher - feared her - she hit all the "3 0" 
children clomping them on top of their head. 

went to the off ice - reported it to Sister 11111 -
"teacher throwing breakfast cereal" - in the pre-school 
classroom. 

next door to the daughter. 

6. Pre-schooler - physical/dental exam - send letters - "no 
record of the health" - $$ are their concern - not the 
children. 

7. school principal - no paddles - capital punishment. 

8. we don't - ready to pull them out. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 
Office of Assistance Ministry 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751 - 8256/8267 
(312) 751 - 8307 (Fax) 

MEMORANDUM f~~ef~~ 
Fti. ·G~ fWI 10/~· 
K ~ a. ~ 11u:r::7. lie_ 
~ fo /,14(~~ 14_ 

~-~k--~~~ 

TO: Cardinal Bernardin 

FROM: Ralph Bonaccorsi ..-teJ3 

Tom Economous, Executive Director of LIJ'.'K-UP wJt. ~ ~ ~ ~ 
October24, 1995 ~.j.,~J-~~~ /k-

RE: 

DATE: 

~k~ ~~~-~ 
:~:E=:;n~~~=======================~~~~~":,,;;. 

A few moments ago I spoke with Fr. Tom Economous the ~uti~~~ of LIN -UP. r)f-/!3 
He expressed a whole range of emotions and concerns regarding the return of Fr. John Calicott and 
the aftermath of all that has transpired. 

I believe that it is important to meet with him. Receiving his perspective (and that of the 
membership of LINK-UP) as well as information he has as a result of phone calls and other 
communications he has received from "all over the country" would be helpful for all of us as we 
process the present and future implications of the re-instatement of Fr. Calicott. 

Tom expresses his continuing desire to work with you and the Archdiocese. He has had to 
defend this willingness to work with us to many of the membership of LINK-UP, so he does feel 
"caught." 

He meets with his Executive Board on Saturday, October 28, 1995 and sees that having the 
opportunity to meet with you before Saturday could be beneficial to all "sides." 

If you could not meet before Saturday a phone call fr~nversation might suffice 
-- at least for the short term. Tom's private phone number is--

AOC 010681 



FILE PFR-13 October 24, 1995 

Phone call to Les Mallahan PFR-13 J.C. on-site monitor. 

I spoke with Les this evening to discuss my concerns 
regarding Fr. Clements' sermon on 10/22/95 and JC· 
whereabouts on 10/16/95. (Please refer to the anonymous 
caller info) . Les informed me that he did hear Fr. 
Clements' sermon on 10/22/95 for only about 5 minutes. 
He stated that GC gave his homily at the end of the 
Mass. GC made reference to the "Million Man March" and 
that black people need to stick together. Les stated 
that GC was defending JC's return in reference to the AOC 
not supporting the black community and that we "holy 
angels" need to do so. Les also stated that GC did not 
pass out stones to the parishioners but made reference to 
Scripture and placed a bag of stones on the altar. Les 
felt that GC was asking that we not judge JC in regards 
to his return to Holy Angels. In regards to JCs 
whereabouts on 10/16/95, Les stated that he would have to 
check the logbook and he wasn't sure if JC had started 
his logbook on the 16th but rather later in the week. I 
requested from Les that JC must be as specific as 
possible in regards to his daily itinerary. Les also 
informed me that he was going on vacation from November 
8th to the 16th and also in January. I told Les that I 
would ask for Bob Miller if he would be willing to act as 
the on-site monitor during this time. Les also informed 
me that 23 chldren were suspended on 10/23/95 due to 
their parents not attending Mass on 10/22 at Holy Angels. 
He also stated that a young man by the name of 
11111 (22 yrs) was staying at HA and had been there for 
over a week. He also stated that is a good friend 
of JC and that he needed a place to stay after the 
Million Man March. Les also stated that JC sleeps with 
his door open at all times. 
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October 25, 1995 

Dear-· 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your concerns 
regarding my decision to return Father John Calicott to Holy 
Angels Parish. 

As you might know I have been out of the country for the 
last ten days. Upon my return I became aware of the discussions 
that have transpired with regard to the decision to return Father 
John Calicott to his pastorate at Holy Angels parish. In light of 
my review of what was reported in the press and elsewhere, and of 
correspondence received, I offer the following comments. 

First of all I want to make clear that the process for 
making this decision followed the procedures articulated in the 
Archdiocesan policy with regard to diocesan priests accused of 
sexually abusing a minor. In accord with those procedures the 
Review Board analyzed all of the data on this case and made what 
it felt was an appropriate recommendation. I accepted their 
recommendation. 

Second, this case is unlike many others. While it is true 
Father Calicott did en age in sexual misconduct 

determined 
In light 

of that conclusion the Review Board, and ultimately myself, had to 
face a situation we had not anticipated when I first said that a 
priest who had abused a minor would never be returned to parish 
ministry. When I made that statement I had assumed that such 
abuse always would be an expression of a psychological disorder 
that could not be controlled so as to make it impossible for a 
priest to return to parish ministry. 
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Page 2 

It was this fundamental difference that became the occasion 
for an extended analysis by the Review Board and by myself. In 
the end it was determined that the facts of this situation merited 
the exception which was recently announced. I know that many do 
not agree with this exception. I can understand that 
disagreement. More importantly, I agree that we should 
place children at risk. It is important, however, that 
decisions be based on facts and not on fears or anger. 
case the facts are clear: the results of 

never 
all of our 
In this 

, the desires of the parish, and the willingness of 
Father Calicott to enter a covenant. It is in the context of 
these facts that I remain confident that this decision is a good 
one. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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Catholic Bishops Col)demn 
SeX Abuse, Admit Failing 
BY ANIHtF.\\' Ht~HllMANN 
ST,11'1" Wurnm 

U.S.· Hom11n Cnt holic hishop11 
are issuing a messn~e 1.hat i'on
<lemrn; t:he sexual abuse of chil
dren nnd 11cknowled1:es their 11wn 
mistakes in hnndling 1hc prnhlern. 

'l'lte doeumenl -reportedly ad
dresses all sex ahuse of ehildren. 
not just that perpetrnled hy 
priests. It l'lllls the aetivity evil. 

But in cler!!Y ahuse specifically, 
t.he church has nls11 ~ufferetl seri
ous prnhlems over eold ln·atment 
of victims, and I he pastoral i<tate
ment acknowledges Hie "havoc 
and suffering" it- has caused. 

"We are compelled t:o speak, 
even knowing I.hat the Churd1 
carries 11 heavy burden of respon
sihilit.y in the area of sexunl 
nhuse,'' the bishops sHy in "Walk 
in I.he Light: A Pastoral Hesponse 
to· Child Sexual Ahuse:· 

"We state firmlv and dcarlv 
that anv al'I of child sexual abuse 
i.~ mor~lly evil. It is ne\·er justi
·fied." 

The bishops 1mid abusers need 

to suffer I.he consequem:es or their 
net ions. 

"We enn1hasize that the COlll· 

munity, including the fnmily, 
needs to call the abuser 11·1 · ac' 
counlahilit.v. We need to sav: Ahu
Rive hehavlcJr is wrong and ·we will 
hold you uccountnble for it, .. I he 
statement savs. 

Tom Econ;1mus, natiomtl direc
lor of Chicago-bused Linkup, a 
survivors group of people ah~1secl 
hy clerg_v, said the "occountahil
it.y" ai;ped rnng "hollow" in lighl 
of a recent. decision lo rel urn a 
priest who admits sexual miscon
duct to a Chicago parish. 

"Where's the accountabilitv 
!here'?'' said Economus,- referring 
lo a decision curlier I.his monl h hy , 
Archbishop of Chicago .Joseph 
Cardinal Bernardin tn return· the 
Hev. John Calicott to Holy Ar:igels 
Parish, 607 E. Oakwood. 

Bernardin was unavnilahle; a 
spokei;woman said he would have 1 

· some com men ts today. 
The Associated Press obtained u 

cllpy of t.he document, on TueH
day; it is to be released Thurs~ay. 
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October 25, 1995 
Phone call to PFR-13 (J.C.) regarding anonymous allegation of his 
protocol. 

I spoke w/J.C. today to inform him that I had received 
a call from a concerned parent from Holy Angels regarding 
J.C. violation of his protocol. I informed J.C. that I 
would read to him all of the information that I had 
received from the caller and that J.C. is required to 
respond in writing to these alleged allegations. Please 
refer to the details on 10/23/95 from an anonymous 
caller. 

After reading the information to J.C., he stated that 
he was very angry and why should he have to respond to 
all of these allegations. He also stated that this 
community was/is very upset w/the AOC. He stated that 
"my people (black) feel that the AOC does not think we 
can handle all of these problems and they're getting 
angry." I let J.C. know that all of his parishioners are 
his monitors regardless if they identify themselves. 
Part of my position, as I informed J.C., is that all 
allegations - whether sexual in nature or not - must be 
investigated. When I asked J.C. of his whereabouts on 
the 16th of October, he stated that he didn't start 
keeping his log book until the 20th of October. I told 
J.C. that he is required each and every day to provide an 
itinerary of his whereabouts. J.C. stated that he would 
check with his secretary to review his schedule on the 
16th. I once again told John that he must be as specific 
as possible of his whereabouts in his daily log book and 
that each week he is required to mail me those schedules. 
J.C. stated that he would fax the following information 
to me. 

1) George Clements review of his sermon on 
10/22/95. J.C. did state on 10/23/95 that 
G.C. did make this seem as a "racial overtone" 
towards the AOC. 

2) His response to his whereabouts on 
10/16/95 between 3pm - 4pm. 

3) His response to informing his school staff 
and parish that the AOC is responsible for the 
monitoring training. 

** I received the fax on 10/26/95 - please refer to this for J.C. 
responses. 
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October 26, 1995 

Dear-

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your concerns 
regarding my decision to return Father Joh~ ... Calicott toJ:t~iy. 
Angels Pa!".!~h ..... 

As you might know I have been out of the country for the 
last ten days. Upon my return I became aware of the discussions 
that have transpired with regard to the decision to return Father 
John Calicott to his pastorate at Holy Angels parish. In light of 
my review of what was reported in the press and elsewhere, and of 
correspondence received, I offer the following comments. 

First of all I want to make clear that the process for 
making this decision followed the procedures articulated in the 
Archdiocesan policy with regard to diocesan priests accused of 
sexually abusing a minor. In accord with those procedures the 
Review Board analyzed all of the data on this case and made what 
it felt was an appropriate recommendation. I accepted their 
recommendation. 

Second, this case is unlike many others .. While it is true 
that Father Calicott did engage in sexual misconduct with minors, 

etermined 
In light 

of that conclusion the Review Board, and ultimately myself, had to 
face a situation we had not anticipated when I first said that a 
priest who had abused a minor would never be returned to parish 
ministry. When I made that statement I had assumed that.such 
abuse always would be an expression of a psychological disorder 
that could not be controlled so as to make it impossible for a 
priest to return to parish ministry. 
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It was this fundamental difference that became the occasion 
for an extended analy~is by the Review Board and by myself. In 
the end it was determined that the facts of this situation merited 
the exception which was recently announced. I know that many do 
not agree with this exception. I can understand that 
disagreement. More importantly, I agree that we should never 
place children at risk. It is important, however, that all of our 
decisions be based on facts and not on fears or anger. In this 
case the facts are clear: the results of 

the desires of the parish, and the willingness of 
Father Calicott to enter a covenant. It is in the context of 
these facts that I remain confident that this decision is a good 
one. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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OCTOBER 26 1995 

MS BERNADETfE CONNOU.Y 
PllOFESSIONAl. FITNESS llEVIEW BOARD ADMINISTRATOR 
1 EAST SUPERIOR 
SUITE .504 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Bernadette, 

PAGE 02 

In reply to your queries and concerns of this past Wednesday, October 25th, I should like 
to note: 

t. IN REGARD TO FAnIER CLEMENTS SF.RMON 
The theme for. Fl'.'. Clements' sermon was, "They can't turn your water off if they never 
turned your water on. 11 Fr. Clements expressed his feelings about the grandness of the 
"Million Man March" and his disappointment at how many Euro-Americans had received 
and reported this march. He expressed his feelings about what he sees as a current trend 
to undermine and undercut the African American male. He noted that the Roman 
Catholic Church is not without its own elements attempting to do this. He articulated 
his feelings that the only reason "Fr. Calicott" had been delayed in his return to Holy 
Angels' parish was the fact that he is an African American and that there were those who 
had attempted to get at him (George Clements) but could not do so and, so, turned on 
Fr. Calicott because, ultimately, these Archdiocesan individuals do not have. the best 
interests of Holy Angels at heart. 
Fr. Clements then addressed those parishioners who are not happy with Fr. Calicott's 
return to Holy Angels' Church. He noted that there was a story in the Bible which 

·captured this situation. He spoke of how a prostitute was dragged before Jesus by a group 
of men who asked what should be done. He related how Jesus had said, "Let he who is 
without sin ... 11 Fr. Clements then noted that he happened to have brought along some 
stones. He placed them on the altar and invited whoever thought that they were without 
sin to come forward and take one of those stones. The parishioners laughed as a young 
child escaped his mother's grasp and made for the altar. 
Fr. Clements then turned his attention to the need for African American unity and using 
the "Million Man March" as his impetus, challenged the congregation to be united and as one. 
He then concluded by inviting everyone in the church to stand and give a hug to one another. 

2. IN REGARD TO THE ANONYMOUS ALLEGATION THAT, ON 10/16/95 AT 
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10/25/1995 23:03 312b24C:::l'::l::l 

ABOUT 3:30 P.M., CHILDREN HUGGED FR. CALICOIT, HE "TOUCHED" THEM 
AND ESCORTED ONE OF THEM INTO THE CHURCH BASEMENT 
Holy Angels' main school building has no playground. A very old agreement with the cicy 
enables the school to block off Oakwood Boulevard at variant times before, during and after 
school. After school, this means that there are hundreds of children and parents picking up 
children. If I leave or return to the rectory at anytime between about 3:00 P .M. to 4:00 P .M. 
I will encounter some children who will come up to me and hug me, especially the younger 
ones. The children know me and love me. I will respond with a slight embrace or pet on che 
child's (children's) head{s). However, on the day in question, my calendar indicated that I was 
meeting with my two assistant Scoutmasters. Not only are they Scoutmasters, they a.re also 
friends, so my sense would be that the meeting went well beyond the 3:30 P.M. scheduled 
ending (virtually all such meetings with them do). I do not remember going to the church 
basement at all on this date but on the off chance, that I had left the meeting to do something 
in the church basement, I queried the after school care staff about whether I had been in che 
basement on that date or whether the doors to the church basement had been locked on that 
date. While they could not temember whether or not they had seen me in the church 
basement on that date, they noted that with the constant coming and going of parents to pick 
up childten, the doors of the church basement are not locked during the after school care. And 
there was after school care on Monday, October 16th. Thus there is considerable lack of 
understanding as to how or why this anonymous caller was unable to get into the church 
basement. 
I find it curious that this anonymous caller would call shortly after the very biased and 
misinformed Oprah Winfrey Show and relate a supposedly week old and unconfirmed event 
in very much the same language of a participant on that show. 
Finally, I would request, Bernadette, that you, the Professional Fitness Review Board 
Administrator, meet at your earliest convenience with me and my attorney, Mr. Patrick 
Reardon, to discuss both the extent and the rationale as to the anonymous letters and calls for 
which I must account. 

3. REGARDS TRAINING THE SCHOOL STAFF, TEACHERS AND PARENTS TO 
MONITOR ME 

I was and am unclear as to exactly what happened when the Archdiocesan team came ouc to 
Holy Angels. I ha"e informed the principal, Sr. Helen Strueder, that the Archdiocese is 
insisting that the school do this. She has agreed that she will cooperate. I would like to alerc 
the Cardinal's Administrative Staff to the fact that the growning concern among many African 
Americans here at Holy Angels that the Archdiocese does not feel that African American 
Catholics have sound enough judgement to make correct decisions regarding African 
Americans is becoming rancor. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Cardinal Bernardin 

Father Place fv\.t~ hv-...{" 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

APC Executive·committee.Discussion.of Father Calicott 

October 31, 1995 

As the APC Executive Committee began I was asked if the 
matter of Father Calicott would be discussed. I said "yes" 
because I had intended to utilize my briefing memo for you as the 
foundation for my "substitution" for your remarks. 

I read to the group the statement you utilized the Sunday 
after your return. 

After I finished, (a member of the parish and 
APC delegate) asked to speak. She said she would make the points 
she had wanted to share with you personally. It is an 
understatement to say that her's was an impassioned intervention. 

Her points, as I recall them, were: 

-the parish is more divided than ever 
-the parish council does not represent the parish, but 
is "stacked" with Father Calicott's people 

-the people.of the parish were not the vocal supporters at· 
the Mass, rather they came from other parishes 

-the "apparent" contradiction between Father not being a 
risk and the presence of "controls" has created immense 
confusion 

-it is unreasonable to think anyone can "control" or 
"supervise" Father. He was in the parish previously when 
he was not to have been there. 

-Father's attitude exemplified in his homily has made the 
situation much worse. It created questions as to who is 
correct, you or Father. 

-how can the Church do this to them. Father knew the parish 
was totally divided because he had Father Clements 
celebrate the Sunday Masses. 

After her remarks, I responded with some factual 
clarifications and urged llllto write you so she could be 
confident that you had heard her views. 
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There was some discussion by other members of the Executive 
Committee. I think it is fair to say that there was a great deal 
of confusion. 

I would suggest that you be prepared to address this at the 
General Meeting. I would expect -will make her views known at 
in what will be a "public forum." 

cc: Sister Mary Brian Costello 
Fr. Paprocki 
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FILE PFR-13 October 31. 1995 

I spoke by phone with John Calicott and requested some information 
from him regarding his participation in the school/church 
registration back in August of 1995. JC reported that he assisted 
Fr. Bob Miller with the church registration. He stated 11 I just 
walked BM through the process. I was not in the school 
registration process, but with the church registration. 11 I 
informed JC that he was in violation of his previous protocol 
because he did not obtain permission from me to be in his parish 
for this registration. JC responded "it was just spur of the 
moment." I informed JC that I would be reporting this to the 
Board, Cardinal Bernardin, and to his file. JC also informed me he 
would be on vacat~mber 21 to December 11 in 
Mississippi, phone - I informed JC I would be 
calling him to verify that he has a support system in place in 
order to ensure that he is not alone with minors. 

** 
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FROM THE DESK OF 

2 November 1995 

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Office of the Archbi.lihop 
P.O. HOK 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Your Eminence: 

I thank you very much for your recent letter in response to my previous letter which outlined 
my grave concerns in light of your reinstatement af Father Calicott to his role as Pastor of 
Holy Angels Chut"ch. 

While I appreciate your sincere belief that your Review Board's and your own evaluation of 
Fathet" Calicott's condition provides an environment where you do not fear that wc:ual 
misconduct will again take place, I must reiterate that I beliew in my heart that this policy Is 
exposing the children of Holy Angels to a serious risk. The children deserve more than to be 
left in a potentially dangerous situation. If Fr. Calicott hurts another child what then will 
you and the American Church ever be able to say to the Catholic population to reinstate trust 
in any priest. I see this issue as being very dear: If there is in any way a potential risk to 
children based on documented proof of prior sexual misconduct by a priest, then that priest 
must be reassigned away from potential future victims .. If any archdiocesan policy reads 
differently it should be changed. Sometimes Just following policy does not fiK a bad siruation 
as at times t~ policy itself is at rault. In the end we and the children may all suffer. 

In yout" kind letter to me you expressed that fr. Calicott's sexual misconduct did not spring 
f'rom a psychological disorder. I would like anyone to e>eplain to me how such activity could 
not be performed without the evidence of psychosis. If. in fact, you truly believe that Fr. 
Calicott perfonned sexual misconduct without the presence of a psychological aberration, 
then that tells me that he, in fact, knew exactly what he was doing to these or with these 
children. Does this not only raise his culpability of sin and also his actions to that of bl1tant 
criminal activity. If I am incorrect, please let me know how this is the case. I and many 
others need more of an explanation before we could ever begin to understand the actions of 
the Church on this matter. 

While I do understand that I do not have all the saual misconduct facts in this case, as the 
public has been denied these facts (and J understand the victims rights to privacy on this 
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matUr ), I do think we can both agree that extremely poor behavior and bad judgement was 
employed by Fr. Calicott with regard to his actions. With this in mind. I ask, is tl1is not 
enough to remove him from his current capacity? Putting aside psychological profiles, if we 
have a priest who is capable of making such poor decisions concerning children, need we once 
again put him in the capacify or creat.e the environment for such poor decisions to be re· 
enacted7 

In my opinion, whether Fr. calicott hurb another child or not, your recent reinstallation has 
sent a message to other potential or current sex offenders in our Church. 1'hat message is 
that there are levels af sexual abuse (misconduct) and levels of culpabHity. Sexual abuse is 
about power and cor1trol over victims. 1"ose who offend live their lives looking for ways to 
rationalize, trivialize, or outright deny their actions. of\:en they are victims themselves. To 
send the message that you have sent can only feed the sick minds of abusers who may cur
rently be praying on altar boys or other parishoners. I believe that your reinstatement has 
potentially crtated a whole new playing field for sexual offenders where the moral rules of 
conduct are not enforced with the seriousness of purpose which the sexual abuse issue 
demands. 

In reference to your statement that the local parish, Holy Angels, has asked for the return of 
Fr. Calicott. I say to you this is not any diffvent from the reported 80'1t of mothers who tum 
their heads and live in denial when their child approaches them with claims that he{ she was 
molested by a father. I believe the good people of Holy Angels are suffering from denial which 
only leaves them mor-e open to becoming victims once again. 

I submit this letter to you w;th all due respect and hope that you, once again, consider my 
concerns and place Fr. Calirott in a position where the likelihood of him hurting another 
child is much closer to zero than in his current capacity. 

Sexual misconduct or abuse, (whatever society may wish to call it to diminish its pain in our 
minds), is very cunning in its nature. Nothing is ever clear and there are no l~ guar
ant.ees when dealing with an ofhnder. In light of this l ask that you to do what I believe is 
the only action that can protect the children and that is the removal and reassignment of Fr. 
Calicott to a function away from children. 

I wish you all the best in your daily functions as Archbishop of Chicago. J know that you are 
challenged on a daily basis with eKtremely hard decisons and I am sure that you answer each 
challenge with a sincere effort to do what is right and moral. 

I will say a special prayer for you that your health is restored so that the people of Chicago 
and the American Catholic Church can, as we have for many years, look to you prO\ildly as a 
light amongst the darkness. 

God Bless You and my Best Wishes -
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Telephone Message for Cardinal Bernardin 

November 2, 1995 

called regarding Father Calicott. He sent a 
letter to us (see attached) and we sent a reply back to him. 
He stated he sent a letter to the Pope and other Church officials 
also. 

He said that he did receive a letter from you but still wants to 
talk to you about this matter. 

His telephone number is-· 

Joanna 
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TnE LINkuo. INC. 
6urvivors or Clcrsy 6cxual i\buse Linkup. Inc. 
1412 Wesl i\r8yle 6Lrcd #2. Chic\180. IL 60640 
'lei: 312-334-2296 t'acsimile: 31'2-334-2297 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 N State Parkway 
Chicago, IL, 60610 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

November4, 1995 

On behalf of LINKUP, it's board of directors and my self, I would like to thank 
you for taking time out of your busy schedule and to meet with me last Wednesday at your 
residence. As a result, I carried your message to our board members and would like to 
share with you their response, as well as other insights that might prove to be beneficial to 
both the Archdiocese and LINKUP. 

The reinstatement of John Calicott has caused alarm and much concern among 
LINKUP board members, parishioners and survivors across the nation. Although, we 
understand that there were a number of dynamics that contributed in your decision to 
reinstate Calicott back to ministry, the LINKUP's official response is one of disagreement 
and concern. The executive board was unanimous in their decision. 

In the past few weeks we have learned that a number of priests 
have been reinstated back into ministry under the guise of "special 

situation." Some diocese and religious communities have been open about it, most have 
not. This has become a major concern for LINKUP given the fact that 95% of sex 
offenders on all levels will reoffend. 

Although we disagree with this reinstatement, LINKUP believes that it is in the 
best interest of survivors and the archdiocese to continue to work together in a 
collaborative manner toward the healing and recovery from this crisis. 

I would like to share some thoughts, ideas and possibilities with you in an effort to 
restore the damage that has been done and to set a national tone for others to follow. As 
you will recall from our meeting, I spoke about the cabal of people who's mission is to 
destroy the church. They have focused on the financial vulnerability of the church and are 
continuing to chip away at the trust and credibility of Bishops and priest. If the NCCB 
does not wake up and demonstrate some type of solid action this group will continue to 
succeed. 
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In the past, LINKUP, has made it's self available to the NCCB to no avail. We 
provided them with a 6 point proposal and a way out of this crisis and they have decided 
to ignore us. The Ad-Hoc committee sole purpose is one of Public Relations and has no 
power to make decisions. We have appealed to Cardinal Keeler, he sent us back to the 
ad-hoc committee. As a result, LINKUP has decided to concentrate it's efforts in other 
areas. We will no longer waste valuable time and energy on the NCCB. 

What the NCCB has yet to understand, is, without the survivors input and the 
inclusion of the survivors movement they are never going to get it right. The only way to 
clean up this crisis and to restore trust is through those who have been injured. A pro
active, pro-victim "team approach" is the way. 

Cardinal Bernardin, I have prayed about a solution to this problem many, many 
times. I have asked our Lord, what is it that l as a priest need to do in order to bring 
about a change? Who is it that 1 need to incorporate and assist me? What have I missed? 
Who have I missed? I continue to ask our Lord these questions and I ask him to give me 
the strength and wisdom necessary to do this work. LINKUP and I are about the healing 
of victims and the church not their demise and destruction. 

The clergy abuse issue needs to shift from the litigation arena back into the 
spiritual and common sense arena. We need someone within the structure to step out of 
the nonn and assist us in this paradigm shift. We need a voice for healing and refonn. We 
need a person who has the respect of brother bishops and has lived this painful experience. 
The only person who fits that model is Cardinal Bernardin. I realize this is a huge request, 
however, I do not believe their is any one else within the church that has the respect, 
popularity, credibility and understanding that you have. 

The events of the past few weeks have been difficult ones for you, the archdiocese 
and survivors. People continue to question the archdiocese policy, motives and credibility. 
Some think the reinstatement of Calicott was strictly political while others think this 
diocese has become a dumping ground for pedophile clergy. All of this is very disturbing, 
but, I believe we can tum this around. 

Following are some thoughts and ideas that could make a difference in this crisis. 

With your assistance, conduct a meeting with the NCCB executive board and 
LINKUP to discuss the possibility of underwriting next years healing conference~ establish 
a spiritual reconnection center; provide a grant to LINKUP that would secure the future 
of it's work with victims; establish a national review board with the focus on mediation 
not litigation; establish a fund in which victims with legitimate claims could sue. This 
would be on the national level. 

On the local level. Appoint a member of LINKUP to the review board; (this 
would be beneficial to both the diocese and the survivors) An annual grant to LINKUP to 
help staff our office; an introduction to the local Ecumenical group with the hope of 
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funding, education and prevention; include LINKUP in the diocese educational and 
healing programs; conduct local one day workshops for clergy, laity and the faithful about 
sexual abuse and include LINKUP. 

An overview of the issues: The church is in crisis over the clergy sexual abuse 
problem. There is a growing number of people who want to destroy the church and are 
very tenacious in their approach. Those in the legal arena are desperately searching for the 
one loop hole that brings the church to it's knees. Others have launched a blistering 
assault on the priesthood, raising questions of integrity and credibility, asking the question 
"are our children safe with priests." The longer the church takes in addressing the issue 
'head-on" the greater the loss of credibility. If the church were to take a bold initiative and 
work with LINKUP toward healing, prevention and education -- trust and credibility 
would be restored. 

In the best interest of everyone, the church needs to take the high road in it's 
approach to the clergy abuse problem, before they are forced to do so. The impending 
litigation and the filing of the RICO ACT against the NCCB is just the beginning. If the 
RJCO holds up in court (so far it has) the NCCB and all 188 diocese will be held 
responsible for all acts of clergy abuse. The fall out would be devastating. However, if 
the NCCB were to get a jump on this, the blow to the church could be lessened. If the 
church decides to wait it out and are then forced into a total responsibility for abusing 
priest by the court, the damage to the church will be irreversible. 

Again, r believe the key to restoring trust and credibility is through the work with 
UNKUP and the survivors. The healing of victims is paramount to the healing of the 
church. The general public gages their opinions on action. Until .ual.actirul is taken the 
church will come under attack, law suits will be filed and the trust and credibility of 
Bishops and priests will continue to erode. 

" I am convinced that the potential for a coalition exists -- one that would further 
the healing process, and lead to restoration of trust, reconciliation, renewal of faith, and 
wholeness -- for the victims and their families, as well as for the entire Church." 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Aug. 30, 1995 

Thank you for your time and your prayers. 

Rev. Thomas H. Economus 
President 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Cardinal Bernardi~ 
From: Fr. O'Malley 
Re: Meeting with Fr. 'cott on 11/9/95, 11:00 AM 
11/4/95 

I contacted John Calicott on 11/4 to inform him of the 11/9 
meeting at the Pastoral Center. (We presumed the meeting was at 
the Pastoral Center. If not, he should be notified.) I told John 
that you wanted to learn from him how things are going and how 
you perceive them as going. 

I have asked Bernadette Connolly to prepare a memo for you 
summarizing her concerns at this time. since I am not closely 
involved in the monitoring problems at this time, I can't give as 
accurate information as Bernadette can. 

1. My sense is that John needs to know as clearly as possible 
that, if this return to ministry at Holy Angels does not work 
out, for whatever reason, you may be forced to withdraw him. 

2. While he has been told this repeatedly, he may not really 
think you would do it. 

3. I was told that a personal approach from you to him expressing 
your concern for him, (as well as your feelings about what has 
gone on thus far), for the parish and for the archdiocese as a 
whoie needs to be made. 

4. If he senses this approach is coming from a punitive point of 
view, from "big white daddy" down, rather than from a pastoral 
point of view, again he might not hear it. He has to be able to 
hear it as a serious possibility and, in such a way, that it 
effects his behavior in the future. 

6. John is the one person who can make this work. If he is not on 
board totally, then it's bound to fail. He's got to know that. 

7. Finally I think you should summarize the meeting for him'J 
afterwards in a written memo to be sent to him personallY__:_} 

? . . . ~ 
~t,,i~ fo &-w<Z,, Ft; · 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Sr. Ma~y Brian Costello 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley~ 
11/7 /95 1r 

OfflCE Of tHt. 
()\!ttCE\JOR 

1. I looked over the correspondence that you sent over. I don't 
think that we're the people to handle it at this point since 
we've not really been part of the actual re-assignment process. 
Someone who has been part of that process ought to be the one 
making the final contact with this man. To!ll, Paprocki is ... a .• likely\ 

::.,__r->- -.. -.P... • ~ ·- ~~.......-:--

respondent'. · 

2. I think 11111111 got his message across to the cardinal 
pretty clearly in his letter and I think.the cardinal's response 

·was certainly to the point. Like _you,; I don't feel the cardinal 
should see this -man or.that we should give him too much further 
attention. Perhaps· a letter'from Fr. Paprocki to 
would do the trick. Hope this is helpful. 
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To 

Memo from 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 

Cardinal Bernardin Date ___ l_l.._/_8_,_/_9_5 __ _ 

Regarding your meeting with Fr. 
Calicott, perhaps it would help to 
underscore the reality that· he might 
have to be withdrawn again from Holy 
Angels if his return does work out by 
referring to end of his term, which is 
October 27, 1997. In other words, you 
would not have to go through a 
canonical process to remove him, but if 
things do not go well, he would not be 
renewed and his pastorate would simply 
end in two years. 

The other point I believe you 
should emphasize is that you personally 
asked him not to use his return as an 
occasion to vent his anger and he 
disregarded that request. Instead of 
coming across as a moment of redemption 
and reconciliation, his return has been 
seen as angry and defiant. This could 
hurt other priests who may wish to 
return to ministry in the future. 
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To 

Memo from 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 

Cardi na 1 Be rnardjn Date ___ l=-l=/._8"""'/'-9:....;5::__ __ 

Attached is Fr. John Calicott's 
letter responding to concerns presented 
to him by Bernadette Connolly. 

Regarding the homily given by Fr. 
George Clements, I have discussed this 
with Bishop Murry and Bernadette 
Connolly. We all believe that you 
should call.in Father Clements and tell 
him that he needs to correct the false 
statements he made to the parishioners 
at Holy Angels alleging that racism was 
a factor in the Archdiocese's handling 
of Fr. Calicott's case. 

If I can be of further assistance 
in this matter, please let me know. 
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Memo 
To: 
From: 

Date: 
Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 

Cardinal Bernardin ~ 
Bernadette Connolly / 

(312) 751-2504/5206 
1-800-994-6200 
FAX (312} 751-5279 

Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
11/8/95 

.Rev. John Calicott 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on October 21, 
1995~ The Board fully considered my oral and written reports in 
the matter of Rev. John Calicott's reinstatement as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish. 

The Board was very concerned with the following: 

1) On October 12, 1995, the Archdiocese released its 
statement regarding John's reinstatement as pastor of Holy 
Ang~ls. On that day John called me and informed me that he was 
at Holy Angels. I informed John that he was in violation of his 
protocol and that this violation would be reported to the Board 
and to yourself. The Board was very upset that John was in the 
parish without monitoring conditions in place and that John never 
obtained permission from the Administrator. 

2) On August 18, 1995, you requested that John not use 
his return as an occasion to vent his anger at anyone involved in 
·this matter, such as the Review Board, the Archdiocese or the 
process itself. The Board reviewed John's sermon and felt that 
John was clearly venting his anger with not only the process but 
with the Review Board . 

. 3} John has clearly stated that indicated 
·that he was not a pedophile and that he did not pose a 
sig~ificant risk to children. However, in reviewing all of the 
written material, John has clearly capitalized on the "not a 
pedophile" issue and therefore has created a mis-conception of 
the seriousness of the sexual abuse that took place. The Board 
was very concerned that John did not acknowledge to Holy Angels 
parishioners that he had engaged in sexual misconduct with minors 
but rather used the term "misconduct, something that should not 
have occurred did occur." 

1 

AOC 010706 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 

(312) 751-2504/5206 
1-800-994-6200 
FAX (312) 751-5279 

4) Lastly, the Board felt that there was a real lack 
of contrition from John to the parishioners of Holy Angels and to 
the Catholic Church. 

I 

If you have any questions, ple.ase let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the 

Review Board 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

2 
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Office or the Archbishop 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

November 9, 1995 

Posl Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Many thanks for your visit earlier today. I indicated I am 
-- sending you this letter which swrunarizes the principal points of our 

discussion. 

The basic problem is that the public perception of the way you 
handled the Mass marking your reinstatement at Holy Angels (as well 
as Fr. Clement's homily the following Sunday) has severely damaged 
your credibility, my credibility and that of the Archdiocese. I 
know you have responded to the concerns which have been expressed 
from your perspective and this does clarify certain points. I also 
understand that the media do not always present a balanced view of 
issues and events. Still, whether intended or not, your words 
provided a basis for the turmoil. Moreover, the Oprah Winfrey Show, 
which showed some of the tape made of your homily, gave national 
exposure to the situation. 

I have met with the media as well as a number of individuals 
to explain personally why the decision to reinstate you was not a 
repudiation of our policy regarding priests who abuse minors. I 
have tried to show them why your case is different from others. 
Still, the battle goes on. 

The result of all this prompts me to reaffirm my position. It 
is absolutely essential that you comply with your protocol totally. 
This is the only thing left by which I can justify your staying on 
in the parish. If you compromise on the protocol in any way, the 
Board will recommend that you be moved from the parish and I will 
comply. This would be disastrous, as I said, for you and for 
everyone, including myself. But that disaster will become a reality 
if the entire protocol is not observed. 
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Page 2 

You indicated that you understood the situation and would 
comply. I truly hope so. I will continue to pray for you and I ask 
that you remember me as well. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

&.h::::~~ 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

cc: Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Fr. Patrick O'Malley 

vPr°· Thomas Paprocki, 
the Cardinal's delegate to the Review Board 
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November 9, 1995 

Our Lady of Peace Parish 
7851 S. Jeffery Boulevard 

Chicago, Illinois 60649-5028 
312-768-0105 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

Dear Joseph: 

I am writing to let you know of my support for your decision to 
restore Fr. John Calicott to the pastorate of Holy Angels Church. 
I know that you did not make this decision lightly, and that you 
had professional advisors to help you in their evaluation of 
John. 

As pastor I know of the many difficult decisions we pray over and 
stand behind. I know that we must not make decisions on an 
emotional basis or personal knowledge alone, but that we need 
advisors of many sorts fitting each situation. I also believe 
that forgiveness is a keystone of our faith and that it is 
necessary to practice what we preach. I just wanted to write and 
let you know that I think you made the right decision. 

In Christ, 

~.!~~.~~ 
Rev. Kenneth J. Fleck 
pastor 
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MEMO from 

For: --

Please draf -- for my signah.Lll::..----

-- Please reply in your 
own name. 

Please return --
Per conversation --
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Voice of the People 
Chicago Tribune 
435 N. Michigan Ave 
Chicago, IL 60611 

November 14, 1995 

As professionals knowledgeable and experienced in working with survivors 
and offenders of childhood sexual abuse, we would like to voice our 
objections to the reinstatement of Father Calicott by the Chicago Archdiocese. 
Once again, the Church appears to demonstrate its ignorance of the core 
issues of this victimization process and minimizes the behavior of the 
offender, particularly when that offender lives within the ranks of its 
priesthood. 

In newspaper articles, Father Calicott appears to express misdirected anger 
toward the Church for even temporarily removing him from his post and 
projects blame onto the media for "wrongly suggesting" he was a pedophile. 
He also appears unable or unwilling to express remorse and insight as to 
his misuse of power and trust, characteristics particularly enhanced by 
his position as a priest. All of these factors lead to intense concern 
for the members of this community who are relying on Cardinal Bernadin 
to protect them. Please reconsider the decision. 

Copy to: 

Cardinal Joseph Bernadin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 E. Superior 
Chicago, IL 60611 
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Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
1555 N. State Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Your Eminence: 

November 15, 1995 

I thought it time now, after many weeks of controversy surrounding your decision to reinstate 
the Rev. John Calicott to his pastorate, to respond to your actions, and the actions of the 
advisory panel, regarding this matter. 

You may remember me. I wrote to you in 

My question for you Cardirial Bernardin is very simple ... very clear. Why? Why can a man, 
who has' admitted molesting children ... innocents at his mercy, be a priest in this diocese••• 

I am wounded in the thought that you, the senior most statesman· of the Roman Catholic church 
in the United States, would allow this to happen. He is an admitted child molester. .. 

I would like an explanation. 

Perhaps you should review those men and women you have in place on your panels, to see if 
they are really doing what is good for the catholic church in Chicago. You have said that 
decisions are never made based on fear and anger. I have to disagree. 

With the Calicott decision, you have once again allowed an ·impenetrable wall of arrogance, 
masqueraded as righteousness, to be built up around you. Perhaps the people you allow to 
build these walls should be made to stand ort the other side of them. -I ·~eep 'tor .Cith~li~isni~·in Ameri~. 

~, .. • ~~·' - • • 1.. 

..._,. 
/ .. -
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Present: 

• 

AROIDIOCESE OF OIICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS ~ OOARD 

M.inut.es Of Board Meeting 
November 18, 1995 

10:00 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
Office of Professional Fitness Revie.1 

..... 
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• 
PFR-13 
'Ihe Board received a report on the alleqed violations of the current an:l 

previous prot:oool. In response to the question of J .c. regazrl.in:_J whether the 
Board will accept anonyny:.ius CO!'!plaints of violaticms / the Boa:td omfinned that 
it will investigate e1ery allegation relate:i to the protocol, even if the 
allegation is anonymous. 

Next Meetiro 
The next meetir:q of the Boattl is saturday, f')?cember 16, 1995 from 10: oo 

a.m. to 2 :00 p.m. ~Cardinal will be invited to atterd this or another meeting 
.in order to discuss the Board's experience in reviewin:] cases and preparinq 
recananendations. 

TOTAL P.03 
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Pardon me: 
The power of 

learning to forgive 
-rrz I {?.UN(:-' 

By Paul J. Wadell J 
1
_ 7... / _ 7 s-

T 
hat the reinstatement of Rev. John 
Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels Church 

' 
Jell many people with conflicting emotions 
should not be surprising. But what may 
be overlooked is that the source of our · 

·ambivalence is not only that a man who had 
broken the trust of his community had returned to 
his former position, but also that a story of moral 
failure had now become a story of forgiveness. 

Jn one sense, it seems fitting that Holy Angels' 
parishioners welcomed Rev. Calicott back. Aller 
all, the heart of the Christian faith is. t~e mer~Y: 
compassion and forgiveness of God; 1t 1s 3: relrg1on 
of rebirth and restoration, not condenmahon. And 
who of us, mindfltl o'f our own failures and 
transgressions, would not long for and depend _on 
the same gracious mercy? If we cannot be forgiven, 
we cannot take up life again. The scandal of 
forgiveness is precisely our hope, the heartfelt 
reassurance' that there is a love greater than our 
failures, and the liberating knowledge that even 
the worst lapses of life need not be ftna~. 

But real forgiveness is never easy. It 1s not the 
quick consolation that dismisses our sins or the 
easy pardon that tempts us to minimiz~ and . 
rationalize our failures. When our trans~ess10ns 
are great, real forgiveness is the challenging and. 
strenuous discipline of letting go of one way or life 
in order to take up a more truthful, just and 
hopeful.one.· . . 

Real forgiveness occurs not m a smgle act, b~t 
·through a process that begins ~h~n.we recognize 
our need to be forgiven. But this 1s 1mmensel_y . 
dillictilt because our penchant for self·d~cephon 1~ 
so strong. The last thing any of us want 1s to admit 
we are guilty and need to be pardoned. W~ protect 
ourselves from the fltll measure of our actions 
through half-truths and evasive language. We 
distinguish sharply between who we are and what 
we have done because we want to disown o~r 

. mistakes and distance ourselves from our failures. 
we trivialize our transgressions because we do not 
want to pay whatever price truthfulness demands. 

But self-deception never brings the ~reedom . 
burdened hearts·need. Ironically, forgiveness 
brings freedom only when we ackno~ledge that 
our actions are not retractable. We will never be 
without the mistakes of our lives, esp~cially the 
most grievous ones, but we can find life on the 
other side of them through repentance. Repentance 
is accepting responsibility for actions, and . 
especially reckoning with the harm they might 
have affiicled on others. To repent is to know that 
our misdeeds are neither negligible nor era~<l;ble, 
but that they can become moments of contnlton 
and penitence, and, therefore, new life. . . 

The power of forgiveness ·is that 1t can heal 
wotinds and bring freedom both for those who do 
harm and those who are 
harmed, but only if it is 
rooted in confession that 
is truthful and complete. 
Forgiveness without 
truth does not free, it 
only adds more layers of 
deception and denial, and 
insures that sin's damage 
will never be healed. 

This is why deep 

Forgiveness 
occurs not in a 
single act, but 
through a process 
that begins when 
we recognize our 
___ ....... _ L.-

This is why deep 
forglvenes~ is impossible 
without a community of 
truth and of hope. We 
need people-friends and 
family members, fellow 
parishoners-who help 
us accept the full truth of. 
our deeds and their 
consequences,. as well as ' 
the full truth about 
ourselves. And we need 
people to support us as 
we make the slow and 
dlflicltlt convalescence 
from failure and 
brokenness to 
reconciliation and new 

. life. They welcome us 
back to the community, 

·- - · ---er··-- - -· 
. need to lie · 
forgiven. ':This is · · 
immensely 
difficult because · 
our penchant for 
'self~deception is·· 
so strong~ The ; . 
last thing any of . 
us want is to 
admit we are · · · 
guilty a.nd need to 
be· pardoned~ · 

. ' ' 

apart from which we cannot be healed and can 
never be free, but in receiving us they also let us 
know we are 'not the person we were before .. 
Precisely because we have been forgiven and· ..... · . 
rccpnciled, our role in the community may. have to.· 
change. . . . .· . ,, ,. . .. . . . 

Forgiveness and reconciliation do not mean . . 
more of the same. They do not mean going on with 
life as if nothing has happened or as if the ·. . · 
repercussions of our misdeeds are no more. A . 
repentant self ls a changed self, just as a reconciled 
life is a radically different life. Reconciliation .• ·. 
grants us a hopeful future, but only as long as we 
realize how different it must be from o'ur 'l . ':, ' 

mlsg\lided past. It is not returning to w~o we on~e. · 
were, and sometimes even where.we once were;' 
rather, it is our willingness to break with one kiild 
of past and some kind of behavior in order to · 
learn another very different kind of life.' In this . 
respect, forgiveness is like learning to walk anew. · 
It is the reconstruction of one's life not in guilt, but' 
in gratitude.. · ' · · . 

1 
Whether the reinstatement of Rev. Calicott as 

pastor was wise, it is too soon to tell. But it does 
!ill up a lesson in forgiveness that is applicable to 

·Individuals, ethnic groups and nations; How do we· 
go on together when trust has been broken, blood 
spilled and injustices suffered? How do we mend 
communities when so many are broken by terrible 
betrayals and numbing atrocities? The.·. . . , .. 
parishioners of Holy Angels Church had to ask · 
this, but so do black South Africans after . 
apartheid, so do the Israelis and Palestinians, and : 
so will the Bosnians and Serbs. · · 

The scandal of forgiveness Is that it asks so 
much of us, but sometimes it is oi.ir .only hope. 

Paul J. Wadell, a· priest, is a professor of ethics at. 
Catholic Theological Union. 

.-_..,..~,p~~"'! ... ,.. •• -~-=-----····-···------.... 
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OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 
U.S. CHURCH 

DECEMBER 10, 1995 

Coming to grips with priests' abuse 
The Church tries to maintain a 

delicate balancing act of rights 

for victims and rights for priests 
accused in sexual-abuse cases 

BY ANN CAREY 

~ 
exual abuse of minors is always a 
difficult, unsavory topic. It is even 
more difficult when that abuse has 
been perpetrated by priests, men 
entrusted with the spiritual wet-

. fore of their people, men who are·· 
respected simply because of their priest
hood, men who are expected to be mod
els (If virtue. 

As the Catholic Church struggles to 
deal with the problem of clergy sexual 
abuse, the Apostolic Signatura - the 
Church's high court - recently issued 
a ruling that reflects the desire to pro
tect the faithful and to deal effectively 
with sex offenders. In its ruling, the 
Signatura apparently has expanded the 
canonical definition of impediments to 
1he exercise of priestly orders to include 
sexual abuse of minors. 

Meanwhile, in a delicate balancing act, 
the Church also sfruggles to protect the · 
vocation of the priesthood not only by 
trying to determine when priests have 
been accused falsely, but also by return
ing 10 ministry those priests who do not • 
pose a threattosociety. For example, just · 
weeks after the Signatura's ruling, a 
Chicago priest who had acknowledged · 
sexual misconducr with minors 19 years 
ago was returned to his parish in a for
mal liturgical ceremony (see Page 7). 

"The whole situation (of sexual abuse 
of minors] makespeopleveryangry,and 
I don't blame them:· said Father Stephen 
Rossetti, vice president of St. Luke 
Institute in Suitland, Md., which treats 
clergy with sexual disorders. He also is 
1he author of"Slayer of the Soul: Child 
Sexual Abuse and the Dtholic Church" 
(Twenty-Third Publications, $14.95). 

It is a myth to believe that alt child 
molesters are untreatable and destined 
to continue molesting, for there are 
many types of sexual abusers of minors, 
according to Father Rossetti. 

For example, if a 35-year-old priest 
would have consensual sexual contact 
with a 15-year-old girl, the activity would 
be immoral and illegal, and indicate a 
"psycho-social deficiency," Father Rossetti 
said. And that priest would require treat
ment to deal with the problem, which is 
a form of sexual ab use of a minor. But 
such a priest has a good chance ofleam-

. ing to refrain from such behavior and 
then return to effective ministry with
out being a danger to children. 

That is not the case with a pedophile 
- a person who abuses child reu who 
have not yet reached the age of puberty. 
Father Rosselli said tha tthe rapywill not 
change the sexual orientation of a "fix· 
ated" pedophile, but it may help him man
age his impulses better. Among the types 

serious reasons, including pedophilia, 
grave disobedience or commission of cer
tain other offenses. 

While dismissal from the clerical state 
is pern1anent, no impediment is perpetual 
by its nature, according to Father 
Lawrence DiNardo, vicar for canonical 
services for the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

If the problem is resolvable, the bishop 
can withdraw that impediment when the 
psychic problem is no longer present, and 
the priest could be returned to ministry, 
said Father DiNardo. 

Both dismissal from the clerical state· 
and declarationofan impedimentto the 
exercise oforderscan be appealed to the 
Vatican by the priest affected. 

Plttabu.rgb case 
It was a Pittsburgh case involving a dec
laration of an impediment to the exer
cise of orders that prompted the ruling 
from the Apostolic Signatura. 

Bishop Donald Wuerl of Pittsburgh 
had declared the impediment for Father 
Anthony Cipolla, who had been accused 
of sexual misconduct with minors and 

. who had a civil lawsuit pending against 
him. Father Cipolla appealed to the 

·,-Vatican's Congregation for the Clergy, 
· which upheld Bishop Wuerl. i' , . 
" ; Then,FatherCipollaappealedthC'deci;; 
.. sion of the Congregation for the Clergy 
. to the Signatura, which initially over-

turned Bishop Wuerl's action. 
,.-Subsequently: Bishop Wuerl appealed 
\~With additional facts, and the Signatura. Jrever=! itself, based on errors in the fuct<: 

. and supported Bishop Wuerl's dedara-
.c! !5 tionofthe impediment. Included in that 

TRllGIC CASE: In 1993, former priest James Porter was sentlmced to lB to ruling was an apparently expanded def-
20 years in prison for molesting 28 children inition of psychic defect to include sex-

of sexual abusers of minors, pedophiles 
are in the minority. UndertheSignatura's 
recent ruling, pedophilia can be con
sidered a psychic infirmity that impedes 
the exercise oforders. .. 

Impediment qu.e11tlon 
Removing sexual abusers from ministry 
is the duty of the bishop, who must fol
low procedures outlil]ed in 

psychic condition would be an impedi
ment to marriage. 

The decision of the Vatican Signatura 
backs up the second interpretation.Since 
there has been debate among canonists 
over this matter, it is important to have 
theinterpretationspelled out, said Father 
Beal. 

Just as declaring an impediment to 
marriage is not a penalty 

canon law.And that is where 
the expanded interpreta
tion of canon law by the 
Apostolic Signatura comes 
inlO play. Canon 1044 cites 
the basis for impediments 
to the exercise of priestly 
orders, and those impedi
ments include "insanity or 
some other psychic defect." 

Removing sexual 
abusers fJom 

against the person affected, 
similarly, declaring an 
impediment to the exercise 
of orders is not a penalty 
against a priest. Rather, it is 
an administrative action 
taken because the priest has 
some psychic problem that 
impedes his ability to min
ister appropriately. 

ministry ls the 
duty of the 
bishop, who 
mnst follow 

"There are canon lawyers 
who would interpret that 
[canon] very narrowly, as 
something virtually 
a mounting to insanity," said 

procedures 
outlined In 

Declaration ofan imped
iment to the exercise of 
orders involves a canonical 
p rocessin which the bishop 

canon law. 

Father John Beal, assistant professor of 
canon law at The Catholic University of 
America in Washington. 

But other canonists have contended 
that sexual abuse of a minor does indi
cate a psychic problem that would con
stitute an impediment, just as a similar 

must seek the opinion ofan 
expert in psychiatry to determine if a psy
chic impediment truly is present. 

On the other hand, dismissal from the 
clerical stateis a penal action that requires 
a canonical trial with procedural pro
tection for the accused. Dismissal from 
the clerical state could be undertaken for 

ual abuse of minors. 
However. some priests and canon 

lawyers are privately expressing concern 
that the new ruling by the Signatura gives 
too much discretion to bishops and may 
erode the rights of priests, particularly 
those who may be falsely accused .. 

An additionalconcern is that an inept 
or faulty psychiatric evaluation might lead 
to a priest being told he has an impedi
ment to the exercise of orders. 

One priest told Our Sunday Visitor 
that manyofhis fellowpriestsshare "the 
app,rehension that a mere accusation is 
sufficient enough to discredit you." Even 
when the allegation is not credible, a cloud 

·of suspicion often continues to hangover 
the priest's head, and he may rightly won
der where to go to recover his good name 
and reputation. 

False accusations against clergy are 
rare, but they do occur, agreed Father 
Rossetti. The high profile case of false 
accusations made against Cardinal Joseph 
BernardinofChicagoin 1993isanexam
ple of how painful such an episode can 
be for all parties involved, especially the 
priest who is unjustly accused. 

Father Rossetti added that while raise 
allegations indeed are upsetting, he has 
confidence in canonical and diocesan pro
cedures that false allegations eventually 
will be weeded out. 
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Usu;:i:Uy, this i~ done ilt the d iucesan 
le\-·d. before a priest wol11d even be sent 
l•' 11 faciE11;, such :is SL Luke ins1itu1e~ 
forcv;iln;idon and ltcalrn{'nt. Bnt J=a{het 
Rosseui oddcd tho I the ex per!, al S!. Luke 
also hiln'~{'-en GlS{'S ;:n. !heir foc:ilit\"\\-"here 
thrr{' i;t; rn ..... crediblr e\·i<lence ag;;in:.;t an 
;;i.ccused ptie.'>t illld rm c\·~drnc(""or a psy· 
chic problem with the- ~iric;t;L 

There arc milnr 11~prc:t;t; of this diffi
cu~, tllpic nf ckrgr ~e:rnal .aln1~c. indud-

ing the im rortarn:e nf remm·jng :ibuscrs 
from ~nini;<;lr~·. protecting tht right::; of 
ilCCU:SC'd pri.c_·~ls 11h1I rctnrni1'g lo min
istrr pric;t;l.c; \\'ho posr no tln{'<lt tn the 
faithful. 

i=urthcr complicating thi~ issue i::: ~hr 
foci tho I, in !he po't. ihe Church did not 
deal wel! h•ith dcrgy scxu"I obme. StKh 
prie!'1s nfle11 were tr<lnsfcrrcd quietly to · 
another r;itish, where the ilhtL'ie C1ln

tinueJ Mown·c-r, critlci:5m of thi~ pil:::t 

prilctice often is llfl foir~ far iu mo.st ca::;I":;, 
bi:shn1\-:s simply wen~ fnHowing lhr rrc
CJmmcndilt~•lflS of p,o;}·chI11tric ;:ind inrd
~rnl rxpensofthc time, who considcrLcl 
such scxu,11 ahu::;e to he i1 morai lap::;e 
r<1.th{'r th;in the psychic disorder it is now 
kllown to he. 

"i\1 orny timrs, bishops were acting on 
lhc be<! clinical advice lhe\' had at that 
Ii 111r, -which w~~~ wrn11g;' 1~a.ther Rns~{'! !T 
..... 1id. «\Ve didn't knO\\-' much 1hen, but 

au R SUNDAY ViSITDr.' 

\ve're ie11 rn~ng. Sornctimr~ if,.; cwt _ill~~ a 
Cil.o;c of penplt maki1\_f:. hild j~1dgnll~n 1:;; 

it"s a cu;e of pc1lplc making _iudi:i-n1.:11ts 
h;i:otC'd -clll nm\.·ed inform11tion.~ 

S1i11, the h011.111Lingqur~li1m ri:m11i11~: 
lfthl' ~xpcrls were in rrrnr 10, 211 ~ir .W 
)'t"'1rS ago. :Jre diff{'rttl I errors bring n liH.lc 

10,foy? D 

c,1n>J' i~ fl 5rnior corn:-~pondort jfir 
0111 Suuday \/i~iror 

A return to Holy Angels 
FATHER JOHN CALICOTT, pastor of Holy !wgels Parish in Chicago. vohm
tarily :ook administrative leave in April of I 99~, after allegaltans surfaced of 
sexual misconduct 19 ars agoFalherCaliconacknowled ed the incidents 

During Father Calicotfs absence. the parishioners of Holy Angels conlin
ually lobbied the archdiocese for the return of their pas!or. according to 
Father Thomas Paprocki, cha."lcellor of the fuclldiocese of Chicago. The p.arish
ioners sent peli1ions la the archdiocese, and the parish council met ·Nith arch
diocesan officials on several occasions. 

"VVhen we began to seriously consider the option [of returning Father 
Calicotl to his parish], we decided one of the key 
elements of all of this was inlmmi,,g the parish;' 
Father Papmcki told Our Sunday Visitor. "Vvemade 
It very clear we would nal put him back in the parish 
unless people were informed. and they were still 
willin9 tc accept him in light of the information." 

Subsequently. Father Paprocki and Bishop Geoige 
Murray;S.J., epi«eopalvicar, mel with 111e Holy Angels' 
parish council and gave I hem inlormalion they felt 
should be shared with 1he parishioners. Tha! infor
mation was read at all !he SWlday Masses. Then 
B;,,hop Murray spent an eniU,, Sunday, after all Lhe 
Masses, li•lening to parishioners one-<m-one. Mer 
that, a tm·;n-hall meeting for Lhe parish took place. 

But the decision to return. rather Calicotl ta minislry also wa' based on 
1 v1ho 

determined that Faiher Calicott as nol 
a danqertollte people and should be relurned to ministry 
••••••••••••came lo the same conclusion. Further, the sexual 
moleslatian incidents were determined to be isolated e'Jents that had not 
been repeated in the subsequenl I 9 years 

So. on Oct. LS, Father Calicott formally returned as pastor of Holy Angels 
Parish in a ceremony during lhe Sunday litcirgy \/iat included the signing of 
a covenant between Father Calieatt and the parish. Fa!her Paprocki said there 
have been sirn~.~ittiations in which priests have been returned to minis~~Yt 

he believes the formal ceremony and covenan! 
signing are unpre ceden!ecl. 

Jn the covenant. falher Calicott asked for for
giveness .and acceptance, pledgmg to live hy 
the conditions and restrictions of th~ aoreerne:ii, 
which i.-iclude •••••••••••• 
-and monitoring by an adult when in th<> 
presence of children. 

. The parishioners agreed. in tlieir part or lhe 
!! covenant, thal • ''/\:; the stars are in the sl:y. either 
li seen or unseen. we wilJ surround you vrilh fci -
;; giveness, acceptance and Jcr1e. We will be ca:n · 
!~ mined to yuu, walchful, prayerful and. a,s!s!HYl 
;;, rn many ways th;il you may hve accordmg !•.:r i-~11:: "I: ,-,as very clear from aU of that feedback that 

they really wanted him back.'' Falher Paprocki said. FORGIVING EMJllU!.cE: Father Galico1t welcomed =vEnant:' - Ann c .... ey 

Ministering ta the 
needs of God's people 
th <ough an active 
apos!olale of caring. 

far more ;,-~formatfon: 

Vo{'ation Director Dept. B 
2500 SI. James Road 

Springndd, IL 62101 

Please Will You Help ... ? 

... Help Build 
A Church 

St. \'>;,.illiJ.n"I i~ ::i Mi.':""iirn-,, 1he nnty 

C;llhPHc Cl"lllrch in Q)'.;lri; Cmm1y. OV<" 

c:h:1pd \\"ln S.CJI 75 fk-"<>pt(".\\-~ wan1 lo 
huild a lary::~r church d<..•(Ucah.:·d to Our 
L·uh- or 1he HiU,<:_\'(t- ::.;sci ne..'Cll 
(b~~roum.;; and ~1 mt'1:1ing. h;1U. 

'-"-'e ;i.rw;_• ::i'"kin.g if rou {"";'.In ~le:•~ hdp u~. 
~r ,".~1. :--;-1.:ntJ \'(ltJr ~.ih of ( lHO: ( } S2'i; 

'1s1{».f )S!J)(l(),( )S __ · 

10 

.SI. Wi!ll,.m Ch~~<·Ch 
t•.o. Hn:-; 367. lkfll. O;t;V 

c~. im~~\.'illr. :-.10 656);:;.0~67 
Ann.: FL .k~- 1:une<. o.MJ. 

NEEDED: GENEROUS WDMEN 
~a dedrt;rn ~<"::l!i-~ n 6e-nedie1•ne$ fC1, a 
bcfPTlf"C8"T'ldServictinlcr.i11g-1111during 
~Of b1ndit<"Pf'ed p•:ncm~ who -c:1n11Dt hl!l;i 
t.'111~_D:11i:::rwmli:s1bcinl•llb~e. 

c.n(l1stm-tmarwri1• 
D-ll'IHH!'id:i'll'll:!imn., 

21DI N'!lg!!M FbL Uli11rtp, MS MD 

7 
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Vicar for Regional Services 
Vicar General 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Reverend George Clements 
1146 19th Street, North West 
Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear George: 

December 19, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8271 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

At the time of John Caiicott's reinstatement you 
apparently preached at one of the Masses at Holy Angels and may have led the parishioners to believe that 
an element of racism on the part of the Archdiocese was involved in the delay of John's return. At least, that 
is what was reported to us. 

Bernadette Connolly, the Fitness Review Board Administrator, asked John to explain just what it was that you 
said. John replied on October 26 as follows: 

The theme for Fr. Clements' sermon was, "They can't tum your water off if they never turned 
your water on." Fr. Clements expressed his feelings about the grandness of the "Million Man 
March" and his disappomtment at how many Euro-Americans had received and reported this 
march. He expressed his feelings about what he sees as a current trend to undermine and 
undercut the African American male. He noted that the Roman Catholic Church is not 
without its own elements attempting to do this. He articulated his feelings that the only 
reason Fr. Calicott had been delayed in his return to Holy Angels' parish was the fact that 
he is an African American and that there were those who had attempted to get at him 
(George Clements) but could not do so, and so turned on Fr. Calicott because, ultimately, 
these Archdiocesan individuals do not have the best interests of Holy Angels at heart. 

While you don't specifically refer to racism, I can see where one might conclude that you were suggesting that 
racism did enter into the process of returning John to active ministry. This is most unfortunate, as I believe 
it to be utterly false. On the contrary, John is the only one of the 20 or so priests removed who has been 
allowed to return to his pastorate. How could anyone attribute that to racism on the part of the Archdiocese? 

I really don't know to what extent your congregation that day did conclude that the Archdiocese was racist in 
the way it handled John's case, but I would hope, George, that you would do whatever you can to clarify the 
matter, should the question arise. I, for one, would take great offense at the suggestion that I participated 
in a racially motivated act of injustice towards John. And I presume Cardinal Bernardin would feel the same 
way. 

With best wishes, George, I remain 

pc: Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Reverend John Calicott 
Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
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Phone call to Les Mollohan regarding PFR-13 January 2, 1996 

I spoke w/L.M. regarding J.C. and he conveyed that everything was going well and that John is 
complying with the monitoring program. He informed me that he (L.M.) would be out of the 
country from 1/13/96 to 1128/96. I asked if Bob Miller would be willing to monitor J.C. 's activities. 
He said "yes." 

Phone call to Bishop Murry regarding PFR-13 Febroary 7, 1996 

I returned BM's phone call today. B.M. wanted to know how things were going w/J.C. I informed 
him, according to Les Mollohan, the monitoring seems to be working out. I also requested a copy 
of the signed Covenant. BM said he would send it to me. 

Phone call to J.C., PFR-13 February 16, 1996 

I called J.C. but he was not available. I left a message at Holy Angels. 
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PATRICK G. R.EARDON 

ATIORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601 

MEA CODE 312 

372-5716 

Reverend Patrick O'Malley 
Office of the Vicar for Priests 
Archdioce~e of Chicago 
645 N. Michigan Avenue 
Room 543 
Chicago, Il 60611 

Dear Father O'Malley, 

February 1, 1996 

Enclosed is an itemization of the time spent on the case of 
Father John Calicott. Since this matter has already received some 
public notice, I am not following our format of having the priest 
submit the bill to you privately. 

Needless to say, this bill reflects only a portion of the 
actual hours spent working on John's case. I have not included or 
billed for the dozens of calls and conferences which I felt were 
of a more personal nature. 

I am very thankful for the outcome of this very complex 
matter. I certainly compliment you for your very helpful work and 
caring support of John during his long leave of absence. 

PGR/yo 
Encl: 

Sincer--ely, 
, J ·'l 

f,,. /)fl__/,_/ /7 
(/ ·-~;;t;:;;_/i ~/, i_.)c:._tl./'(;«/r-.. 

Patrick G. Reardon 
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3/31/94 

4/5/94 

4/12/94 

4/14/94 

4/20/94 

4/27/94 

4/29/94 

5/2/94 

5/4/94 

6/20/94 

6/22/94 

6/24/94 

7/20/94 

8/19/94 

8/22/94 

8/22/94 

9/26/94 

PATRICK G. REAI·WON 

ATIORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60601 

BILL FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

FEBRUARY 1, 1996 

Conference with client at office 

Conference with Professional Fitness 
Administrator 

Meet with Holy Angels Parish Group 

Review faxed pages from Steve Sidlowski 

Fax documents 
Fax documents 

Call from (client) 

Call with 

Call with client 

Call with client 

Call to 

Draft authorizations per client's requests 

Review 
Vicar for 

Call to 

Call with client at 
and draft 

Fax documents to client 

Draft authorization form 

-forward to 

Off ice meeting with community 
representative 

HOURS 

2.00 

1. 25 

1. 75 

.20 

NC 
NC 

.50 

NC 

NC 

NC 

.20 

.50 

Ne· 

.50 

NC 

.20 

1. 00 

AREA CODE 312 

372-5716 
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9/26/94 

10/3/94 

11/18/94 

11/29/94 

12/1/94 

Call to NC 

.50 

.25 

NC 

NC 

12/7/94 Meet with client at Mundelein 2.00 

12/9/94 Meet with Fr. O'Malley and James Serritella .25 

12/9/94 Call to NC 

12/12/94 Call to NC 

12/12/94 Call to NC 

1/9/95 Meet with client at office 2.25 

1/11/95 Prepared materials for Cardinal .30 

1/13/95 Letter to Steve Sidlowski with enclosures .20 

1/16/95 Prepared answers to Review 
Board's questions 1.50 

1/17/95 Letter to Cardinal .20 

2/8/95 Phone conference with Steve Sidlowski .35 

2/10/95 

2/13/95 

2/13/95 

3/10/95 

3/13/95 

3/23/95 

Phone conference with 

Phone conference with Steve 
Sidlowski, meet with client at office 
Letter to 
with enclosures 

Received Fax from Steve Sidlowski 

Meet with potential witness in case 

Meet with client- draft consent form 

Prep. file for submission to 

• 3 0 

2.00 

NC 

2.00 

.50 

.25 

AOC 010724 



4/4/95 

5/9/95 

6/95. 

6/26/95 

7/8/95 

Prep. file for submission to Review Board, 
Vicar and Cardinal 

Letter to Vicar 

Conference at office with client re: 
statement to review board and Holy Angels 

Receive and review documents 
from Fr. Paprocki 

Review fax from Bishop Murray 

8/1/95 Meet with client at Fr. O'Malley's office 

8/4/95 Meet with client- discuss and draft 
formal request for 2nd stage review 

8/7/95 Review fax from Bernadette Connolly 

8/7/95 Review fax from 

8/15/95 Prep. file for submission to Review Board, 
Vicar and Cardinal 

8/18/95 Meet at State Parkway 

8/18/95 Receive and review draft from Archdiocese 

9/12/95 Meet with client at office 

9/27/95 Meet at Chancery 

9/28/95 Phone conference with Fr. Paprocki and 
Fr. Calicott 

10/6/95 Receive and review fax 

10/10/95 Receive and review proposed statements 
by Archdiocese 

10/18/95 Phone calls with Fr. Calicott, 

.25 

.20 

2.50 

.50 

1. 0 

.75 

.20 

.50 

.50 

1. 50 

.30 

1. 50 

1. 50 

.50 

.15 

.30 

Bernadette Connolly and Chancery- Sr. McBrien .50 

10/19/95 Review fax from client . 15 

33.75 hrs. 

33.75 hrs. @ $150/hr.= $5,062.50 

TOTAL DUE: $5,062.50 
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Phone call from Bishop George Murry regarding PFR-13 2/16/96 

• I spoke w/BGM today regarding PFR-13. BGM reported John seems to be doing 
well within the parish community but has encountered difficulties within the school. 
Part of this is attributed to the school's enrollment. Not all of the families are part 
of Holy Angels parish, thus difficulties have arisen in terms of JC's return. BGM 
also reported that JC feels is not helpful. BGM 
advised that the PFRA set up a mtg w/JC to see how things are going. I also asked 
BGM to send me a signed copy of the covenant - he said he would. 

Phone call to PFR-13 3/18/96 

• I spoke w/JC today and we will be mtg at 10:00 a.m. on 3/26/96 at Holy Angels. 
Dan Coughlin will also be attending. 

3/18/96 

• 

Phone call to Dan Coughlin regarding PFR-13 3/18/96 

• I spoke with Sister Joyce and relayed the mtg date that Dan and I will attend with 
J.C. 

MAR1896 

13 
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.. ' . ., 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIBW BOARD 

Minutes of Board Meeting 
February 17, 1996 

10:00 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Board Members Present: 

Others Present: 

Bernadette Connolly Thomas J. Paprocki 

Mar1696 

* The Review Board approved the Minutes of the December 16, 1995 meeting. The 
January 20, 1996 meeting was postponed due to lack of a quorum. 

A. 
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. . . . 

• 
B . 

c. 

D. Matter or PFR-13 John Calicott 

E. Other Matters 

• 

• 

• 

The Administrator informed the Board of hiring Dorothy Vercruysse as the new 
Administrative Assistant. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for March 16, 1996 at 10:00 a.m . 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 03/22/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 

12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/12/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10127/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/19/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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-
MEETING WITH PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

April 20. 1996 

Bishop Gorman: Let me begin by speaking for Julia, John and 
myself to commend this Review Board. We have been watching it as 
everybody else has for almost three years, and we would like to 
commend you for your work and dedication, the sincerity and zeal 
with which you address this very difficult task. As you know, we 
have been asked by the Cardinal to review how the system is 
working. We have received a written report from all the elements 
of the process, like yourselves and the Vicar of Priests and all 
the components of the process. We have also been talking to 
people across the country and we have found it most interesting. 
It has been a slow process to put all th~se pieces together. We 
appreciate being part of your meeting today to gain your 
reactions. So Julia, maybe you could begin--

We wanted to start by getting to know how each of you got 
appointed to the committee. Did you volunteer? Were you 
approached? What made you -- (uproarious laughter!) -- what made 
you feel that you were uniquely qualified to sit on this board 
and how do you feel that the initial stages of your membership 
were helpful to you in terms of doing the job? Maybe-you 
could start since you're the chairperson. 

1111: I'll be surprised if we hear any volunteers in this group. 
I know that I received a request, a phone call, not a letter, to 
be on it. Certain seats on the board are linked to certain roles 
and I believe I have the "attorney" spot. I don't think I am 
uniquely qualified to be on this board but I do suspect that I 
was invited because I work with a lot of cases of child abuse and 
neglect. 

11111111: I have no idea how I got here except that everything 
that happens in this diocese connected with s-e-x seems to land 
on my desk. I have no idea who commandeered me. I think it was 
from Cardinal Bernardin. 

said I would give it a try and here I am. We struggle through 
together. 

111111111= I think the Cardinal sent out a letter and all your 
enemies put your name down. I figured I was the oldest--there 
were three slots, so I think that's how they picked us. I have 
no qualifications. 

I received a letter also. That was a surprise. I 
was on the APC and I represent the parents, I guess. I don't 
think that has been a predominant role. I don't see myself in 
that role although it is a factor. I don't bring any particular 
professional expertise that the others do. I would say that my 
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experience here -- I find myself being able to contribute. After 
some initial hesitancy, I felt that I was able to join in with 
the group dynamic that's been here. It's been a wonderful group. 
Especially that first year was very challenging and a very 
interesting year. I think we bonded because of it. I think the 
fact that nobody has left this group in three and a half years 
says a lot and I'm grateful that the case load has dropped 
considerably and I think we've done some good work together. 

11111111: I just got a letter saying that my name was surfaced by 
the priests. I guess that's because I was Dean for a long time 
and many got to know me and that's why I was chosen. I was very 
surprised and found it very awesome to come down and I felt 
unskilled for it as well, but as we became more confident, I was 
happy to be part of the group. 

111111111: I received a letter, I believe, because I had sent a 
letter to the Cardinal in response to a message that was read at 
Mass on this issue--one of the early letters. There was a lot 
about compassion and I was upset because it did not mention the 
criminal element of it. I also knew Tom from Leadership Chicago 
and I am also Hispanic. I wrote the letter saying that I was a 
survivor of child sexual abuse. I continue to voice the opinion 
that there should be a survivor of clerical abuse on the board. 
My abuser was not a priest. The Church has been part of my 
healing rather than of my abuse. But I still believe that there 
should be a representative who is a victim of clerical abuse. 

Well, I think Bishop Conway put my name in, probably for 
two reasons. I have had a long history of working with children 
and parents in my role in the mental health center of Catholic 
Charities. I've also had a lot of dealings with the priests of 
the diocese in different ways. As Director of the Mental Health 
Center I know pastors and priests at the parish level and I 
taught at the seminary a long time ago and I know in that way 
many of the younger priests and have kept in touch. So I think 
that combination brought me here. 

Did you receive any training? 

We had an orientation day that included some training. It was 
half a day on two different occasions. 

What did it consist of? 

We had some orientation from 
the team that 

Victim Assistance but also the Crisis Intervention 
Keenan was there also from Trinity House. He gave a really good 
piece. Dr. Hardy came in. It was stretched out over a period of 
time but I considered it helpful. 

I think what's a little hard to remember is that we were 
inundated with a lot during the first six months. We're now down 
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to one day a month, but we were meeting with the Executive 
Committee several times a week before we had a regular meeting. 
It's hard to remember just how fast all of this happened. Some 
parts of the meetings were orientation, others were organization 
and planning. We had to find an Executive Director and what was 
to be the methodology for that--job description and all that. 
All this was happening at the same time. 

It wasn't really until we hired Steve that we developed some 
structure. It took us a while to get there. 

I'm not being critical. We just wanted to know how it went for 
you. 

Tom is sitting there quietly and he was part of all this. 

Paprocki: Maybe I can back up even to your first question about 
how all these people were chosen. I think some of the names were 
surfaced by others, but it was basically the Cardinal's request 
from Ken Velo who was then his Executive Assistant to put 
together some names. Those of you who know now Msgr. Velo are 
aware that he knows just about everybody in this Archdiocese, so 
he was a good person to surface names. He presented a list to 
the Cardinal's Cabinet and the Cardinal was asked to review the 
final list and make these selections. When I was asked to be the 
Cardinal's delegate, it was a matter of convening the group , and 
as said, it was initially trying to get things organized in 
terms of job description and how we would go about hiring the 
administrator and that took quite a bit of time so we were 
meeting a couple of times a week. We had quite a few 
applications so we set some time aside to interview people. So 
part of those meetings would be for interviewing and screening 
and trying to get organized. Once we got Steve hired, things 
started to become more structured and we had those initial 
sessions with the advisory committee including the lawyers and 
Dr. Hardy, Father Keenan and that was the basis of the 
orientation. 

So Dr. Hardy and Father Keenan were the only diocesan---

How long was Dr. Hardy with you? 

It was about an hour. 

Was there a review of the literature, the articles that the 
Commission had passed on? 

I recall that were directed to read Slayer of the Soul. As we 
went along we read and brought articles in. Overall, I would say 
that basically we learned by doing. I don't know how one could 
be prepared for the challenge that we have had. We've had to get 
into actually discussing particular cases. The allegations began 
to come in. It was rather overwhelming. I think we all 
struggled to get a handle on this, trying to be as objective as 
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we could and to be as thorough as we could. It was not easy. I 
don't think we've made too many mistakes, actually. We did make 
a few, looking back. I don't know how we could have been 
prepared. We might have had a little more technical training in 
things like recovered memories and other very specific areas. 

I think it's important to remember, too, that back then, in 
addition to trying to become organized the cases were coming 
pretty fast and furious so it wasn't like we could say "Let's 
take the next five meetings and dispassionately analyze the 
subject matter .. " At every meeting we were immediately dealing 
with cases. 

There were some documents that we had left behind. Research 
-papers- -done- by-various authorities in the field. All of us had 
worked with those -- a couple of thousand articles plus some 
books. Did any of those resurface as resources for you? 

They're here. I don't know that we were even given them as a big 
pile of materials to study. Individuals have brought articles to 
the meetings. I don't recall any compilation being brought. 

We disposed of all the files but we thought those were useful 
tools. Just like yourselves. We were looking to all these 
authorities for guidance. 

Were you given copies of Slayer of the Soul or was that something 
you individually obtained? 

Individually ... 

So basically, you believe that our materials are here in sort of 
a library but they were never duplicated or disseminated? 

They are here. I think we assumed also that the material that 
was digested in the Commission's report probably represented the 
crux of your opinion. The issues and the experience and the 
decisions that professionals brought to you. At least I made 
that assumption. I did reading on my own. Looking back, and I 
have reviewed that material a number of times, I think it did 
capture the essence of what is known, which is not much, about 
the sexual abuse of children, even less about clerical sexual 
abuse 

This latest book that's out now: Priest Pedophile --every member 
of the board was given a copy of it. 

We were next interested in the process that you began to follow 
in doing the reviews and addressing the issues. Along that line, 
when your chairperson, , came to talk to us, she brought 
us a copy of four recommendations that you have adopted at one of 
your meetings. The first one is directed to an issue that has 
surfaced in many of our interviews. It seems to be one of the 
core issues in this entire process. The first recommendation to 
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us is that we reinforce our earlier recommendation that the 
Administrator select the professionals to conduct the 
evaluations. That she work with the other professionals but that 
the final decision be here in the office of Professional Fitness 
review. That kind of fits in with an area that we have addressed 
in several interviews and that is the area of just your 
interaction, your relation with the Vicar of Priests Office and 
the advisory committee that advises the Vicar. It comes down to 
another area that we had some questions about and that was the 
development of these twenty-plus questions you ask of treating 
facilities and therapists as opposed to receiving a full report. 
Will each of you address how you see that relationship with the 
Vicar ... with his advisory group .•. do you see that there have been 
two parallel processes developing, or do you see a tension 
between the Vicar for Priests Office and the PAR Administrator 
and the PFRB that you don't think is helpful? 
After our interviews we do think that this is a troubled area 
which clearly needs to be addressed in anything the Commission 
recommends to the Cardinal. 

I think the roles are different and that creates a difference in 
the way things are handled. A lot of times we felt that we came 
to decisions without being fully informed. We were making 
decisions based on reports that we didn't know how the treatment 
facility was decided upon. And then that was all the information 
we had and we had to make decisions on partial information. It's 
a difference in roles. The Vicar has a different position than 
we do. 

Why was the information limited for you? 

Sometimes we don't get full reports unless the priest signs a 
waiver. 

But the Vicar of Priests would have the full report? 

Not necessarily. Sometimes the attorneys would advise the priest 
not to release the information to us. In the beginning I think 
it was confusing to the Vicar--was he an advocate for the priest? 
Previously he had been making decisions with the Advisory Board, 
so he had a double position. As it has evolved, I think it has 
been clarified that there are things we are not told about. The 
priest had given information to the Vicar that he did not want us 
to know, and he was advised legally. I think it was very 
confusing. I thought we were wading in areas that we didn't 
know. I think it's clarified somewhat. I think that Pat 
probably found it confusing, too--what he could say; what he 
couldn't say. 

Pat would come to the meetings? 

If we asked him to come. One time he came and sat with the guy-
the Calicott case. He was there with the lawyer when we 
interviewed John. So Pat was in a kind of double role. I think 
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sometimes the priest would confide in him thinking that it was 
all private. 

Did you as a board feel a difficulty in making a recommendation 
to the Cardinal with limited information? 

Yes. Some of that was that whole sense of not knowing enough 
about the situation. Whether or not the Vicar, or the priest, or 
the administrative committee somehow had a negative impact on the 
process, I don't think that happened. But in the Calicott case, 
that's a different matter. It would be worth exploring that just 
to get a sense of the pitfalls that we encountered. 

What we thought we'd do is to through the process and then come 
back to the Calicott at the end. 

I agree. I think that some of it was--there is some tension--! 
don't think it needs to be exaggerated. Initially, both Pat 
O'Malley and Ralph were at all the meetings. And then it evolved 
that Pat did not want to attend those meetings any more and we 
felt that because of that it would be unfair for Ralph to be 
there. And then the movement of the Office to this place 
reinforced the separation. I think there's a great advantage to 
be visibly away from the Pastoral Center. There may have been 
decline in communication. That may just be a matter that Steve's 
background was a legal one and he was our primary link. So 
perhaps the Vicar of Priests Office may have seen Steve, or even 
the board, as being less interested in those issues that now 
we're saying feel are very important--finding treatment and 
finding diagnosis, etc. Now we have Bernadette with a different 
background which seems closer to that which the commission had 
recommended, so that sort of strengthens our interests in seeing 
that the Administrator should take a greater role in those 
issues. 

I think it goes without saying, but let me say that none of this 
is an issue of personalities. We've all been learning our roles. 
From my view the Vicar for Priests has become an advocate for the 
priests. They've been freed up from the neutral role. The 
advisory group is more the role of a risk management. We are 
asked to review what has happened and to make a recommendation so 
that children will be protected. We are, however, only advisory. 
We cannot enforce. Now, I'm not saying that is bad at all. But 
I think there is an inherent flaw that a group that is totally 
dependent upon the cooperation of others can only receive 
information about the person only from someone who is their 
advocate, and can only seek a diagnostic evaluation or treatment 
from someone who's chosen by someone who is an advocate for the 
priest. We're simply at the mercy of whatever they choose to 
give us or withhold. Our information or our decisions can't be 
as good as they ought to be because we are not in a position to 
gather the information we need. 
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Have you talked among yourselves, or talked at some point, about 
taking a position that you would not deal with the issue of 
return of a priest if you did not have full access to all of the 
therapeutic test reports? 

Yes. 

And what conclusion did you come up with? 

Is that when we devised that questionnaire in order to get the 
information ourselves in some general way at least? To satisfy 
our own consciences? 

Did you discuss the alternative of saying to a priest who was 
looking for return, nwe will not consider this until we have all 
the full reports?" 

We discussed it but I don't think we ever really pushed the thing 
to the point that we would not take a case at this table unless 
we have full information. One reason I can think of--we realized 
early on that we were not going to get full reports. The 
attorneys would not allow that. Probably other reasons too. The 
priests did not want to share very often. And we didn't want to 
create a situation where there would be a damper on the priest. 
If we're going to go through the assessment and treatment process 
we need to have a man entered into those processes who is 
committed and ready to cooperate as possible. So we have to be 
careful with the information which surfaces between the therapist 
and the priest and the assessor. For that reason we felt that we 
could go along with the questionnaires that we developed. I 
would like to see the questionnaires in place regardless of what 
decision is made in the arrangement of treatments, etc. We 
slanted the questionnaire to serve our particular needs. We have 
certain issues like the level of denial, the strengths of the 
priest related to survival in partial.ministry, areas like that. 
We are particularly interested in these and neither the assessor 
of the therapist will touch upon those unless we provide some 
guidelines. So we consider those questionnaires valuable. In 
terms of our relationship with the Vicar, it's been an up-and
down thing. My personal feeling is that it is extremely 
important for the health of this whole process that we have a 
very good relation between the Review Board and the Vicar, the 
Review Board as represented by our administrator, and also that 
we are able to communicate well with the Vicar. We need the 
Vicar's input. We don't know the priests. Usually we have had 
to make our decisions without a mental image of the man we are 
talking about. There is a lot of information the Vicar can give 
us. We just don't decide "Well, this is man to send to St. 
Luke .. or to St. Louis ... or to Trinity House. A lot of that 
decision depends upon the personality, the readiness of the 
person. There are things about him that we do not know. We hope 
to have the kind of collaboration that will enable each of us, 
the Board and the Vicar, to grow in knowledge of the priest and 
the ability to handle the case. 
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(tape changed) 

We got together with Father O'Malley and Father Canary and we 
discussed a collaborative model and had this reviewed by various 
parties. For some reason this has not worked, 

and I think certain emotional things 
were very difficult in that situation and might have turned it. 

We might mention that we've been asked for second assessments 
from different agencies in certain cases. When we've been 
unsatisfied with. out original assessment, we've asked the priest 
to go and get a second assessment. 

Now, who would choose that place for the second assessment? 

Well, the mental health committee would make a recommendation-
sometimes the Vicar. The important thing is that it came from 
the Board. There were times when we said 11 We want a particular 
person or agency--- 11 Isn't that the case? It's not like we've 
been powerless or that everything is going through the Vicar of 
priests. I think the point of our concern is that there have 
been times when the Vicar, perhaps has played a larger role than 
he should. 

Have you been more or less satisfied with the kinds of diagnostic 
reports that you have been getting from the places? 

Sometimes we have. It's difficult to answer that question. Some 
of us would say "No." Others would say "Sometimes." We have 
different views here. 

For the judgment you need to make--and with the information that 
you have--

Many of them are totally useless. Money down the drain. 

Well, this is a key issue. This whole thing of quality control 
on who the assessors are. You can't have people going out and 
getting someone to give them a favorable decision. So this board 
is going to have to be empowered to make those kinds of 
decisions.- You're not going to have any credibility in your own 
hearts unless you have confidence in those people you use. 

There is a second or third system here that I want to throw on 
the table. I believe that there is another issue beyond 
ourselves or the Vicar. Someone else, higher up, would have made 
a decision so I think we need to admit that there is another 
system concerned about discoverability. That leads me to believe 
that the diocese as an entity is nervous about how much 
information comes to this board because it's discoverable in 
litigation. I realize that this doesn't change my position one 
iota but I know it's a concern that is somehow playing itself 
out. 
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It is ... and it may be a role whose legitimacy is predominant. 
All you were talking about is monitoring continued treatment and 
continued therapy for a priest or an ex-priest. But when you 
come to the issue of a priest asking to return to ministry ... and 
this is what I was getting at ... at that point have you felt that 
you can say to that person--attorney, advocates, whatever--we 
will not consider the issue of recommending a return to parish 
ministry unless we have full disclosure of all the reports. Did 
you talk about doing that? 

Yes. 

You've had a couple of cases where you've had less than full 
information. Did you consider saying awe will not consider that 
until we have everything?" Or you considered it and decided to 
act knowing that you did not have everything? Or you didn't 
think you were in a position to be able to demand it? 

There are a couple of levels of response to that. There were 
some situations where it was the priest, or the priest's 
advisors, where they said "We're not going to give you that" and 
we've said that we are not going to operate without it, but we 
have tried to work out a compromise on what we want. In that 
regard we chose to act. If it was a situation where we got some 
information responding to our questions and we thought there was 
more, that's a different situation. The board has chosen not to 
give a response. 

I don't ever recall a situation where we've felt that we had to 
make a decision even though we don't know enough to make it. 
We've been able to hold back saying that we just don't have what 
we need. I'm not sure that we've gone to the point of making 
that kind of demand. I think the questionnaire was sought as a 
tool to get the information that we needed. Sometimes that 
worked. There were other times when the quality of the answers 
was just not there. It really depends upon who does it and how 
they do it. It's been a mixed bag. We haven't drawn a hard and 
fast rule and many of these cases are so unique that we have to 
work with the individual. 

I think sometimes when you get reports--I don't think anybody 
would say that there are no risks. So, it's always kind of 
qualified so we're always left with questions. We know that 
they're never going to give an unqualified response. It's how 
they couch it. 

The original was 11 no riskn __ 

Then they will say "minimal risk" or "not significant risk." 

That has all kind of legal implications for therapists. One way 
we could set it up so that it would be impossible for us to 
recommend that a priest would go back. That's one position. So 
I think we get different kinds of statements. 
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From the clinical field? Are you getting statements that it's 
possible now in terms of recent research to send someone back 
into contact with children? Is that the basis for this? 

No. We don't have that recent research. This field is very new. 
We've only got a few years experience with this. One struggles 
with the fact that part of the syndrome is total denial and 
denial is very difficult to break through. So, of course, they 
tell their therapist that the Lord's on my side and I'm find 
which is not true. So we're erred on the side of caution just 
because we know that aspect. Another part of our agenda is 
really to work toward getting them excellent therapeutic help so 
that the priest does not go to jail. So it's been a difficult 
era. We've struggled and we've had naive therapists ... 

And the therapists' reluctance to see a priest in 
their role has been another aspect that we have struggled with. 

There are lots of variables when you begin to look through the 
different experiences we've had. This whole issue of sexual 
abuse of children--there is just so little known about it--a lot 
of speculation. But now, even with what seems to be a basic 
conclusion that this is not a curable disorder, this seems to be 
bending at the edges. 

We've been troubled by 
different kinds of evaluations that come from the different 
providers. You're saying that we should perhaps have full 
control about selecting the assessors and the therapist, and I 
think we should have a lot of control ... that still brings forth 
the issue of who are the quality assessors and quality 
therapists. 

It's the luck of the draw as to whoever is going to be the 
evaluator when the case comes to a specific center, so that is a 
very difficult.issue. 

You have the differing views of therapists and assessors who are 
involved, and the differing quality of the providers and I would 
have thought that the one provider that came up with that left 
field diagnosis was a good provider. I'm not prepared to use 
that. 
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You mentioned the research. One of the problems is that this is 
from criminal behavior. It is really useless because 99.9% of it 
comes from behind bars. That's not valid research. 

A lot of it. But some of Becker's research that we've looked 
at ... we talked to Becker, Berlin, Abel ... you know that big study 
that was done with the government's certificate that indicated 
that they would not prosecute if there was disclosure ... it's 
probably as reliable as we're going to get. 

I know Gene Abel. He is marketing his tool. 

We know that ... 

But that's a problem. I really doubt whether he can say that 
this has fixed these men and they can go back. 

He's worked with a lot of professionals, too. 

Since we've come to Calicott, what was the basis? 

I cannot speak for all. I recommended the return for the main 
reason that the community knew and requested for him to come 
back. On the basis of work that was done in Canada in Montreal 
by Bruno c---, that when the whole family knew that the father 
was a molester and they banded together to protect all of the 
other members, the father was allowed to return to the home and 
the others became the guardians. In that sense, this one was 
worth a trial because the community would act as his guardian 
having requested "We want this man back. 11 Now we knew he had 
massive denial. We knew that wouldn't whitewash. We didn't get 
any further complaints other than the two young men who were 
involved. And that was the basis on which our dialog was based 
and we finally agreed to give him a trial. 
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Is that what 0 pastoral considerationn means? 

I don't think we used that language. That was used by the other 
group, not by us. I don't believe that the board decision was 
made on pastoral considerations. That term came for the other 
groups that were involved. 

In the research you mentioned, the term "father" was --

The natural father--in terms of incest in the family. 

Then you extrapolated that to this situation--

To give it a trial ... since this community was so bent on getting 
their priest back again, the majority of the community knew that 
this man had had this behavior and that they were willing to 
watch him, .it seemed worth this experiment. Now it is knew, but 
this is the field and we struggled with this decision. 

Is that basically why everybody else voted for it? 

We didn't all vote for it. There were two who did not. 

I was surprised at what you said that day. I was prepared to 
vote against it. I actually went with 
I'm not an expert and I had read the articles that had been 
published and a couple of articles in America that these people 
are reappointable. 1111 and I had interviewed John and I tended 
to believe that this was an isolated thing. I know he could have 
been lying but I tended to believe him and it had never been 
brought forth. It had become public and there were opportunities 
for others to come forth even though it was difficult. So it was 
an accumulation of these things, so I did base my decision on 1111 

The accuser even requested that he be reassigned. He came before 
the Board and he's the only one that we ever had do that. 

The accuser appeared in front of all of you? 

No, the same sub-committee. There were just three volunteers. 
In two cases where the priest wanted to meet with the board, we 
had a volunteer sub-committee meet with them. One case was 
Calicott and this young man. Another small group met with another 
priest who had asked to meet with the board. No one has ever met 
with the full board. 

Did this small group meet with Fr. Calicott's ~ 

No. His lawyer was there andllll was there. The other case we 
met with a young man, his lawyer and there is a transcript of 
that. 
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And with Fr. 111111, it was the same group? 

No, it was a different group. 

Why have you decided to follow that procedure rather than to have 
the person meet with the full board? 

Some just didn't want to do it. They refused. 

They didn't perceive this as part of their role? 

That's right. The concern was expressed by some of the board 
members that it could become too litigious if we started having 
people come with their lawyers. The board itself decided that we 
would go with those who were willing to form small committees. 
This has always been on a request basis. We have not initiated 
any of these. 

Let's talk about the Calicott case for a moment from the point of 
time. I thought that a vote was taken at the first part of 
August and it was a negative vote. Then eighteen days later, it 
came in positive. Does that timing sound right? 

No, it was a matter of months. There was a negative vote and it 
was a good two or three months later. The original vote was not 
to return him "at this time." We left the door open to his 
return at some time in the future. And that's when there started 
to be some discrepancy because that time period was not clear. I 
think Fr. Calicott, working with his lawyer and Fr. O'Malley took 
that to mean "in a hundred days" or something like that. As I 
sat here with the board, I was hearing something like "in a year, 
or two years .. " So that started to build up the tension and it 
was a good two/three months later ... 

What happened in those two/three months? 

The request from the community to get him back again. 

And that was in the nature of what? Did you receive a petition? 

There were petitions directed to this board? 

And that was after the first decision? 

They had been received from the time he was first pulled out. 
From the beginning they were coming. 

What changed after you voted not to return him "at this time. 0 

I think a very significant factor that never happened in any 
other case was the constant message from the Cardinal that he 
would like to be able to send Fr. Calicott back if the board felt 
that there was some way in which it could be done. I believe 
that this caused the board members to start off with the premise 
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"Is there some way we can return this man .. " which is a different 
approach than has happened in any other case. I suspect it was 
done for pastoral reasons, but that was a message, or a factor 
that has not happened in any other case. 

I felt that too. I felt that pressure. When we had Bishop 
Goedert and Bishop Murry come. 

What was their message? 

I was really offended by their coming and the pressure put on us 
by that case. I almost quit and I'm still considering quitting. 
It has damaged my view of the whole process but it was very clear 
that Murry didn't know some of the facts. There were two cases 
that we knew of and a third name where we had not been able to 
find the young man. It always got minimized. It doesn't matter 
whether this kid, or the community wanted him to come back. A 
lot of it had to do with race; a lot of it had to do with a 
decision already being made that this man was going to go back. 
The pressure was here and it was treated much differently than 
any other case. I was really very angered by it, and upset by 
it, and I still am. I don't think he belongs there. He has 
manipulated everybody and everything and continues to do that. I 
don't know whether there will ever be another case or not. If I 
were out there I would never call in ... it was pressure, 
significant pressure that had not occurred on any other case. I 
would have voted more easily to return at this point than 
Calicott because there's a difference in the man. Not because of 
the pressure. 

I don't know him at all. But I just thought it would work and it 
was worth a trial to see how it goes. 

Ill, did you vote with the impression that there was full 
disclosure made out there? 

No. It was full knowledge of the community that made me say what 
I did. 

Full knowledge of the risks ... 

... of the parish. There had been so much coverage by the media, 
by so many pickets around the Cardinal's house, so many 
requests ... ! had forgotten about the petitions. The community 
was saying that they would look after their own. OK ... give it a 
try. 

In everything we have seen, it has been characterized as 
"inappropriate behavior." It seems to me in the stuff I have 
read about the research you mentioned, there has been full 
disclosure. Everybody knows what father has been doing. We 
don't have a kind of generic ninappropriate behavior.n But 
everything out there has come back under those terms. 

AOC 010745 



That's part of John's denial ... 

Well, we wonder then if the whole community really understands 
what John had been up to .•• was he rubbing someone's back? ... and 
as a result they rose up and wanted him back. We wonder if this 
was truly an informed decision on the part of the community out 
there? That they wanted back the father and they knew exactly 
what he did do? 

The impression I think a number of us had was that the community 
had sufficient understanding. What "sufficient" is can also beg 
a question. I recall being satisfied with the process at the 
parish. 

If I heard you right, it was a one-time occurrence? 

That's what he said. 

We read the case. We read the whole case. It was over a two and 
a half year period. And there were two cases with a third name. 
The bigger question is, did you all rely on the fact that the 
community knew and was willing to forgive and protect their 
members? Or did your really vote because you felt the pressure? 
I have a sense from everything we've read that you did no 
initiate this. It came to you; you voted it down and it kept 
coming back to you from the Archdiocese and that you kind of 
approached it as "They want to do this. What kind we do to 
build around it to make it safe?" 

I would say that that is an over-simplification of what happened. 

I would say that it was right on target. 

Well, so we had different views. 

This is opening old wounds. 

Well this case is the crux of what is going on. 

It's also the crux of the whole process. The whole process is 
being examined in this one case. 

I don't feel that I responded to pressure. I didn't feel that 
much pressure. Even at the end, I wasn't that sure that the 
Cardinal wanted him to go back. His message began to soften 
around the edges. I did a lot of thinking about Fr. Calicott. I 
did meet him and talk to him. I read everything that he wrote 
and everything that 1111 gave us. The bottom line for me was that 
I didn't think he would abuse a child again. And I don't think 
he will. That was my reason for judging. As far as responding 
to pressure from the diocese or priests, I don't do that. I've 
had enough experience in fending that off, that I wouldn't. I 
had sympathy with the parishioners. I had confidence that we 
could set up the kind of restrictions that we needed. As far as 
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"no risk" is concerned, if we follow that line, then we prob~bly 
don't even need a process because as soon as we learn that there 
has been some kind of credible sexual abuse or activity, then 
it's over for the priest. That's it. We don't talk about even 
treatment perhaps unless out of the goodness of our hearts we 
want to provide 

(end of tape) 

I have no regrets about Fr. Calicott. 

So this has been kind of a development, at least in your 
judgement, as you learned the cases. The criteria that you laid 
for the Calicott case--would you now want to go back and apply it 
to other people, if this is sort of new criteria? 

We're thinking about it for Fr. 
for and I considered Fr. 
than Fr. Calicott in terms of abuse. 

I would think about it 
to be more questionable 

But some of the other cases you've looked at--the offense was 
much less than Calicott, much less. 

I think there has to be a matter of individual judgement in each 
case. Yes. I hate to name names, and I don't know how far I 
should go with that at this time. There have been some who did 
much less, and yet, continued until recently to exhibit very 
seductive behavior that could easily be very damaging and led to 
something serious. A priest like that I would be very concerned 
about. Again, in response to your question, yes, there has been 
some evolution in my thinking. I am not ready to conclude, and I 
would not act on anything for this reason, that all sexual abuse 
is something that can be cured. I think there are different 
levels of it. I think it has different causes. I rejected 1111 

, but that was for another reason. 

How much was race involved in the decision? 

I think there was pressure because he was Black. 

I think it's inevitable. I try and look at each case 
individually, so I'm not sure which case is far more of this 
involvement. There was not alcohol in this mix with Calicott. I 
know just from s reactions with this man not complying 
with the monitoring, that he must have long sociopathic streaks. 
That would have surfaced without him returning or with him 
returning. I felt that we had better watch over him if he was 
returned. So I guess that explains. I haven't regretted that 
decision. I don't know that we've had that much cause to regret 
yet from what's happened in this community. In a way it seems to 
have happened perfectly with what's going on around him. He did 
comply with There had to be some 
redemption there. If he begins to drag some of the denial back 
in, I don't know. But it's new and it's a trial. 
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One of the issues that we have tried to look at is whether or not 
the Calicott case has some precedential value and whether or not 
he needs to be looked at in terms of fairness and equity and 
justice for other priests who have been removed. It certainly 
was not characterized in the Church as a rule, as an experiment. 
We have been through every case. We know what they're accused of 
and what they've admitted to, etc. There are many, as the Bishop 
says, that did far less than what Fr. Calicott did to that young 
man, for a far shorter period, who are removed. And we know that 
there was pressure starting to build from some of the priests who 
have been removed, to be returned. We wonder if you view 
Calicott as a precedent and are going to look at future cases in 
light of Calicott. In other words, if somebody like Calicott can 
have some fences built around him in terms of his living 
situation, and his parochial situation, and his ministry 
situation, should we return him to parish ministry? Is that the 
way you're going to look at future cases? We looked at .... 

--that if they petitioned 
Calicott case as sort of a precedent? 
because of the race situation that you 
to do that again? 

and we 
with 

you, would you use that 
Or is Calicott so unique 
don't feel that you want 

I think one of the differences for me would be that they'd have a 
tough time finding a community that would take them back. I 
think race for me had something to do with that. It was an 
African-American parish, a unique kind of situation. Maybe they 
didn't know exactly what had happened, I don't know. Bishop 
Murry went out and talked to them. He spent two weekends in 
there. I don't know what kind of questions they asked him or 
what he said. When I asked him about the Mass, he said that the 
papers did not report it accurately. He said, "I was there." 
And I said, "It doesn't sound to me like John said what he was 
supposed to say." And he said, "I'm saying that he did, and the 
papers didn't get it right." So that's all I know about what 
John said at the Mass. 

Did you get the transcript of his remarks? 

No. 

There was a transcript. 

Oh no, I never got it. I just talked to Bishop Murry about it. 

Can I just say, there was some of it that was right. We have met 
with Fr. for an extensive period of time, the three of us. 
You apparently had a subcommittee that met. That's the next item 
probably on your agenda. Are you going to do that? Do you view 
the Calicott case as having any impact on that? Because Fr. 
llllll's certainly does. There's a group petitioning his return. 
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In general, I don't think that we have relied very heavily on 
past cases to weigh the definite judgement on a particular case 
that we're dealing with. We try to draw lessons from them, but I 
don't think that there's kind of a new wave of thinking on our 
part because of this case, certainly not on my part. So, I think 
we have always appreciated the uniqueness of these cases. The 
Calicott case is more interesting in terms of the systemic issues 
rather than how they affect a particular case. 

The statement was that this was an exception. The Cardinal 
called it that. Do you see the Calicott case an exception to the 
process you have and will follow? 

No, I don't. I don't know whether it's going to be the only case 
or not. We don't know what's going to come up with regard to Fr. 

We began to talk about Fr. 's return to ministry 
before we had to deal with the Fr. Calicott matter, if ou 

We're not talking with any of these men of returning to ministry 
with children. Fr. Calicott is not, but although as pastor, 
perhaps children are more vulnerable. He is not supposed to be 
alone with children or in situations that would make him 
vulnerable. 

That's a tough part of the job. I think monitoring is almost an 
impossible task to do. If it's ninety percent effective or 
eighty-five, it's impossible to monitor somebody like that. 

For me, the Calicott case is not a precedent for or 
anyone else because I don't happen to agree with it. But I'd 
like to say something about , something about Calicott's 
case. Outside this board, I happen to know a lot of people at 
Holy Angels. Most of those people don't believe he did anything 
wrong. So I think there's such immense denial over there that 
while I agree that this is a good model and we can use it, I 
don't think it fits in this case. I'm not convinced that 
children are not in danger because people don't believe over 
there, for the most part, that he did anything wrong, and they 
aren't watching him. What they're watching is to protect Fr. 
Calicott from us. They're not watching to protect kids from Fr. 
Calicott. And I think that's a very serious concern. They 
consider the whole monitoring a joke. They talk about it, oh so
and-so, but they're not there. And there's this, "Oh we'll be 
careful if anybody asks if somebody was there." So I think 
that's one whole separate issue in what's going there. I know 
that it's twice as hard for the diocese to un-do what's happened 
than it ever would have been to say no to his going back. So 
that's a whole separate issue. But Fr. • • 

. Totally separate from this 
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particular case, I was favorably impressed. I would certainly 
consider it if he made a request to move back into more ministry, 
not because of this precedent with Fr. Calicott's, but because of 
what I think are the positive steps in Fr. 's case so far. 
Now I don't know what else to resolve there, but I certainly 
would say I'm not interested in seeing his application. But 
that's even if Fr. Calicott would have been told no, you couldn't 
go back. 

Do you feel he's ready for ministry with children or ministry 
restricted ? 

More restricted, I wouldn't be prepared to say at this point 
without seeing some pretty extraordinary stuff, that he should go 
back to ministry with children, although I wouldn't say never. 
The monitoring thing has to be looked at very seriously. Because 
it's got to be monitors who take the monitoring really seriously. 
And I'm hearing some pretty sad stuff about how seriously the 
monitors are even twenty-four hours a day. So, you know, I don't 
think we should fool ourselves that monitors are one hundred 
percent operational. 

In the medical community, when a doctor goes back after there's 
been a problem, monitoring with a nurse in the room or ... 

Right. 

Well that's easier to control because it's directly with a 
patient. 

Sure. I think monitoring is another whole issue that's got to be 
addressed in the system. 

See, I agree that it's impossible. Even if you stick a priest in 
an old-age nursing home, there are kids who volunteer and come 
and work in the kitchen. And of course, there are .. 

The difference is that someone changed enough and they 
internalized those changes so that really, whether the monitor is 
there or not doesn't make any difference. They've changed. Or, 
is the monitor there because they really haven't changed that 
much, but they're okay if they're in a controlled setting? And 
that's obviously part of what we keep looking at as we go through 
this 

The one thing that's distressing for us to follow up in the 
research is that we find no one, no one believes a man who has 
been an offender should go back to ministry in a parish setting. 
There's no one that says that. 

Pedophiles. 
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Pedophile or ephebophile. And that's distressing because .. 

No, it's just part of the problem, you can't put everybody in a 
little category. Dr. Sgroi, who has been working with the 
Hartford Institute for Living, for over ten years indicated that 
they had everybody from people who were just "touchers 11 to 
pedophiles, to ephebophiles, to you know true ---molesters. They 
said four to five years, at a minimum, in treatment, with no 
ministry. They said, after that, possibly restricted ministry, 
but not back in a parish with children. It didn't mean they 
couldn't live in a parish setting where there was no school. But 
they couldn't function in that parish as one of the ministers to 
the people when that was going to include teen groups or child 
groups. Now they're only talking ten years of experience. But 
she's a psychiatrist. She's written on this extensively. And 
she's got the experience. They aren't all priests at the 
Institute for Living. They are ministers and they are all 
professional people. They are doctors, lawyers, priests, 
ministers, rabbis. She says unilaterally, and so does everybody 
else we've talked to--no active parish ministry (in the way we 
all think of parish ministry). And in terms of what we kind of 
know John Calicctt is doing at Holy Angels. Every expert we've 
talked to, everybody who works with these groups of people has 
said the same thing. 

Pedophiles? Or ephebophiles? 

No. They don't say pedophiles, ephebophiles. They say people 
who have abused children. You can't always say pedophiles, 
fixated, you know, all of this. You just know that this happened 
and maybe a lot of reasons. Maybe this narcissistic personality 
thing. Maybe post-traumatic stress, you know, maybe cognitive 
distortions, all of the key little things you throw in that are 
elements of what goes on. But you don't have to put them in a 
category and say 11 new research about pedophiles or ephebophiles 
says this. You've got to look at the person. But all of the 
persons that cover all these gamuts that they have worked with 
over ten years, don't put them back. They don't feel safe in 
recommending anybody go back to a situation where they're going 
to be in a parish, as we all know parish. Where you meet with 
teen groups, where you meet with the whole gamut of the 
population. We haven't come across anybody who says that they 
would recommend that until we ran into and until we 
ran into That is the only place we have seen 
this. 

And those were our principal advisors at the time. I remember 
when Bishop Goedert came, I said, "You can tell the Cardinal he 
will not get a consensus from this board." We had tried to work 
on consensus. And he asked whether this would be a precedence. 
I don't think there'd be a precedence because I think there was, 
first of all, a number of people voted against it. And so 
they're not gonna use it as a precedent. Secondly, I think for 
people who did vote for it, it was for different reasons. I 
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think basically that we always work on "will this priest be a 
danger to children in this situation." I think we probably 
agreed on that but for many different reasons. So it was not 
like we sat down and wrote a common brief together. "We pretty 
much agree on this or that." We didn't do that. 

No, I know you didn't! 

All we had as a precedent would be that we had some agreement 
that this priest would go back. For some of us it was a pastoral 
situation. They weren't going to get another African-American 
priest to go into that parish; it would go down the tubes. And 
so there were other reasons. But the basic one, I think, is we 
all agreed (those who voted voted for it) was that this 
particular priest would not be a danger. And I did rely somewhat 
on those two people that you would dismiss. 

It isn't that we dismiss them, we just haven't found anybody else 
that agrees with them. We gave that analysis to all of the 
people we talked to. They said they'd never heard of it, and two 
of the people said, I wouldn't pay 'em the money for giving that 
report. 

Well we had that reaction too. 

What you're asking us is to try to describe was a very traumatic 
thing for us as a board. Before we had been able to work by 
consensus when we came in here to work. And that was the end of 
that. So I'm surprised that we survived it. 

We both look like White Sox fans, sort of like 1919. "Say it 
ain't so, Joe." 

I know the history of that so. But I don't think we would work 
like off a precedence. It was such a disturbing kind of thing. 
There are so many different ways we came at it, that we couldn't 
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go back and say, "Oh we all did that." We didn't, except we 
voted. On the basic thing. 

There is a difference. And that's a very healthy thing. Yeah, I 
think so. 

But it's not healthy. 
make that step. To me 
if we had unanimity on 
didn't have that. And 
There was pressure. 

I don't think it was healthy for us to 
it would have been a lot more convincing 
it and we had a consensus of why, and we 
the reason we didn't. was the pressure. 

Pressure in terms of time. 

As things come up, you make a judgement without having all the 
data. We've talked about that in other cases. You can't get all 
the data. You made it under pressure, that's a unique kind of 
pressure. From the Cardinal. 

Somebody said before, carried the pressure, I would want, for me, 
to redescribe the pressure. But go ahead. 

Well, I'm going to describe it. And the other new thing I hear 
is the community, and this is a new thing. It might be an 
experiment. But if community is defining itself. And what 
happens if he's there, and some of those people from "today's 
community," move out, as they do. This came up with other 
parishes, Odille's and places like that. A lot of people said 
"we want him here, we'll take care of him." Other people said, 
"No, we don't want him here." "What about when we move out, he's 
still there and a new community is there? Is he a risk to the new 
community?" Are they the supervisory context? So the community 
is not a stable kind of thing. 

It's also the adults of the community, not the children, who are 
at risk. And adults fail to protect children every day. So .. 
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I just have to say this because I think it's important. We have 
disagreed in the past but we've always worked to come out with a 
point of consensus of cases. So it's not like we always start 
off and say, yeah, okay, fine. But all the debates and 
conversations and questioning and stuff, have led to a consensus 
decision. On every other case. Until this case. 

Or at least we felt we could live with. 

Yeah. 

There were some people who could not live with this decision. 

Right. And there was pressure. But for me, what I would define 
pressures in terms of timing. I mean, we came to that meeting, 
and we said "the Cardinal needs a decision this meeting." You 
have all the information. And to that point, we did not have all 
the information, as I recall we did not have all the information 
that we were looking for. And there was pressure that I felt, as 
far as "let's decide this now." And that was some of the concern 
that I had. There was less of a sense of pressure that "you 
should decide in this particular fashion." I didn't feel that 
pressure anyway. Maybe others did. I did not. 

When the Cardinal writes in a letter, "under these conditions," 
and so now Calicott thinks that these are the conditions. And so 
now that's what we're working with. That is pressure to me. 
(pause) I know it's so hard for the Commission when we're so shy 
and don't say what we think. (Laughter) 

Well it's been a great exchange of ... 

It's complicated but the way that the structure was set up, this 
program was supposed to be three things: lay driven, 
independent, and objective. So there would be trust in the 
community. Has that been accomplished? 

I think so. 

I think so. 

I don't think so. I'm not just digging in. I really feel that, 
thinking back to our discussions, we tried very hard to focus on 
the Calicott thing apart from what the Cardinal wanted, what the 
parish wanted. So I don't know. I know objectively, you know, 
listening to it, it sounds like we just kind of keeled over here. 
I don't think we did. I don't think it was that simple at all. 
I'm also a little concerned about focusing, granted that Fr. 
Calicott was very serious. No question he damaged, at least the 
one boy and probably the other. Because we met with him and we 
know what he's like. I don't know that the nature, the extent, 
actual oral intercourse for example, should play a deciding 
factor in determining who would be fit for ministry or partial 
ministry or whatever. I think that it depends a lot on the 
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timing of the behavior and the number of people involved, the 
seduction involved. There are other things there that contribute 
to whether a man is dangerous and contribute to defining him 
fully as a sex abuser. I'm not saying I'm in 's 
category. But I am wondering very seriously if there aren't 
different dimensions of sexual abuse. 

But at the moment we don't have any good longitudinal studies, 
except where the prisoner release presents a fallen dimension. 
And the Bishop's committee is really about to start a 
longitudinal study to find out what we're learning. But that 
data isn't in yet. 

That's true, no that's very true. It's speculation. 

thing that I still 
of restriction was 

And maybe he could come out a healthier man. 

that the condition 

That was certainly an essential part of the recommendations that 
we made. We would not have, I would not have accepted his return 
without all of those conditions being made. 

And you were right to do that. 

That was another exception. He really didn't 
So that's another exception. 

As the Cardinal's delegate, I'd just like to say something about 
the pressure of the Cardinal in this case. In the course of 
several months of deliberation on this thing, it was communicated 
to this Board in various ways that there was pressure from the 
Cardinal. Part of that communication I think was that the 
Cardinal himself was being pressured by a variety of sources. 
What was being communicated was that the Cardinal was pressuring 
because the Cardinal was feeling pressured. But I also want to 
say that on the day that the final vote was taken, recommending 
that he go back, I did start out that discussion by saying I 
spoke to the Cardinal the night before. And he told me he will 
abide by whatever this board votes. And so when we had the 
discussion, I tried as best I could to remove that, or at least 
to lessen that pressure to say that the Cardinal has clearly 
communicated to me that he will abide however you vote, yea or 
nay. 

Has the Cardinal ever met with you, initially? 

No .. We invited but he got sick. He was scheduled to come. 
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You had a couple of other recommendations. You recommended that 
there be a modification of the procedure for public announcement 
when somebody is withdrawn. Why? I mean, what's the genesis of 
that? 

It wasn't that there not necessarily be a public announcement, 
just the timing. The factor for us is that if a priest is 
withdrawn, that means it automatically becomes public which also 
has an impact on the person who's the victim who may become the 
subject of a lot of attention when that person doesn't want it. 
The victim may or may not want the priest removed, depending upon 
the period of time that's passed and the other factors. So all 
we were asking is that the Archdiocese take it on a case by case 
basis, rather than make automatically the priest will be removed 
and that public announcement will be made if a priest is removed. 

We had one victim who was "exposed" through somebody .. 

Father Calicott. 

Yeah, he resented that. 

There was another one too, before that, I don't know what case it 
was. So all we're asking is for a case by case look at, not an 
automatic .. 

To protect the victim. 

We recommended that those announcements be made in light of the 
past practice which had generated such a feeling of unease and 
such a feeling of distrust of the Church as a whole. Because of 
removing people who had allegations made to other parishes 
without an announcement, because of the return after minimal 
treatment of other persons. And we felt that in weighing the 
Church as a whole, and trying to keep this climate of openness 
about this, that there had to be a commitment that the people 
would know what was going on rather than it being something that 
came from the mouth. We did indicate, I think, that we felt at 
the time we recommended the removal of someone that they could 
have minimized their public relations exposure by doing it in a 
more controlled setting. 

Right. We thought, we even recommended the Cardinal consider not 
making all of his moves in May or June, but be able to make moves 
on a monthly basis, spread them around so--

Initially combined with some of those earlier parishes were the 
basis for this. The parents said, "You knew that you had a 
dangerous guy and you took him out and you didn't tell us he was 
here? 11 

You could have asked our children, or something obvious .. 

Two rights in the balance. 
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We understand that. And we're not suggesting that it never 
happen. We're just saying that another factor is the impact on 
the victim. 

Right. 

And if that could be put into the equation. 

Put into the equation. And your fourth recommendation was also 
brought up I think by you were not able to come to 
any kind of conclusion as to whether or not you felt a survivor 
of clerical abuse should sit on the board? 

We felt both ways. 

Felt both ways. 

We didn't spend a lot of time talking about it really. So, it's 
a lack of discussion rather than lack of consensus, in my 
opinion. 

You don't see any big detriment to having such a person on the 
board? 

I don't ... ! don't ... 

What would be the advantages or benefit? 

I don't know about the advantages. I would not want to see it. 
For two reasons. Well, one principle reason. That would be the 
vulnerability of the clerical abuse survivor who sat on the 
board. I think such a person might have greater difficulty than 
is ordinarily the case, in being objective in making decisions. 
I also think the possibility of pressure with having the problem 
of confidentiality on the board. Or we don't have a problem, 
it's an issue that we have to pay attention to. And I think such 
a person might be subject 

(end of tape) 

... it's a good thing for a survivor of clerical abuse to be on 
the board. I don't think it's a healthy thing. I think that 
there is just a continual revictimizing. There is just continual 
discussing, going over material which I think would serve to 
activate or reactive at lot of feeling in a person who has gone 
through this experience. We talked about maybe getting the 
"right person." I don't know how one determines whether this 
person is "right." I think certainly we know that sexual abuse 
creates a lot of anger, a lot of negative emotion in a person, 
and rightly so. The extent to which that's got to be dealt with, 
to the point where one could be objective and not respond 
emotionally to the kinds of things that we have to discuss on a 
board like this, I have doubts about it. I think having the help 
of a survivor of abuse, as , has been wonderful. I mean 
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she's talked to us and has kept us aware of the situation from 
the victim's viewpoint. But actually, to look into a person 
abused by a priest, I think puts another dimension on it, which 
would concern me very much for that reason. 

Has this board every interviewed a survivor of priest sexual 
abuse? 

We interviewed 1111· 
The Calicott. That was just the two of them. 

The three of you? 

Right. The three of us. 

What would be the benefits? 

First of all, I have had difficulty being on here. At the 
beginning more so than later on. At the beginning it was 
difficult for me. And yes, there is a cost to doing it, but I 
think there's a benefit to being here and representing that 
interest, that point of view. I don't think I should be the one. 
I have a thing about there being a critical map. I'm always the 
only Hispanic everywhere. You know, there's one Black. I think, 
especially, and for an area like this, that there needs to be two 
of us. I think there's a need to understand if there's only 
going to be one, I would give up my spot for somebody else. I 
don't think that person is any less able to be objective. None 
of those organizations ever contacted me. And they know because 
I was listed in the newspapers as being a survivor. They have 
never tried to contact me about what goes on here. No one has 
ever tried to contact me about my role here. And I don't think 
that I have, while there have been times that it has been 
difficult for me, I don't think that I didn't add something. I 
think that I have added something to being here. And I think 
that a survivor of clerical misconduct could add something. I do 
think it needs to be somebody who has gone through some type of 
process to be able to come to terms with it. You don't want 
somebody who, you know, is still working through the issue, and 
is going to fall apart. But I think it's possible internally to 
deal with that and to add something to the discussion about the 
view from the victim's side. Which even though, especially 
professionals have lots of experience in terms of working with 
them, I kind of think that people should speak for themselves all 
the time. And if we're not going to have children, I think that 
we should have a survivor. 

Maybe there are a couple of options ... 

One other thing is I don't think the same question about whether 
the person can be objective or not. The priest, you know, I'm 
not questioned about whether they can be objective. They know 
some of these guys. They've worked with them. And nobody ever 
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questions them. And their objectivity on this board. And so I 
don't think that a survivor's objectivity should be questioned. 

It's possible that now that return issues are starting to come 
more to the forefront, you might want to hold some kind of a 
consultation or something with some of these survivors who are 
0 out, 0 shall we say, just for a couple of hours, to get more of a 
feel for what's going on in that group. We found them to very 
helpful when we interviewed quite a few of them for the initial 
report. They do bring a different message and a different 
viewpoint to the table. Obviously you are going to be dealing 
with a lot of return issues, just as we are going to with our 
report, because the 0 floodgates," which in a sense have been 
opened by Calicott, like it or not, the issues are going to come 
to you. And maybe, even if you don't recommend the issue of, or 
don't have a survivor added to your Board, maybe a consultation 
with a survivor, or two of three of them, might not be such a bad 
idea some afternoon or some morning. I think in particular, of 
one, who I found to be a young, Barbara Blaine, a young woman who 
has worked through a lot of this, is quite vocal and verbal, and 
very intelligent. And didn't fall apart. And she is 
enlightened, I think, with some information. She's got a group 
of something now. 

SNAP. 

Somebody like that, I think there were one or two men also. 

Right. would be •• 

You know, victims tend to be men in most of the priests' cases 
would be men now, so it might be an idea to talk to a male victim 
who has survived. Bishop, do you have other things that you want 
to bring up? 
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Last question, going back to the Calicott case, and I think we 
all know there's all kinds of victims out .there that haven't been 
identified-as yet. I was going to say, if this gets out, it gets 
out. But I'm surprised it didn't get a lot of publicity. 

Which? 

The Calicott. 
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Oh. 

Didn't get a lot of publicity? I'm surprised ... 

With all the publicity all the other cases got, maybe the mood 
has changed, the climate's gone. But this is an exception. I'm 
just wondering about how other victims out there who have not 
been identified yet, do they see this as, do they understand all 
the complexity of this or do they feel that the Diocese has taken 
a step back? 

There was tremendous publicity on the Calicott case, wouldn't you 
say? 

The groups were picketing when he had his mass. 

It was on Oprah. 

Did we get that much reaction from them? Or is the issue ? 

Barbara Blaine was on. 

In all the papers. 

Phone calls saying? 

I got a lot of phone calls from people saying, "how in the world 
could you send that priest back," and I just said, "The 
Cardinal .. " 

Yeah, parishioners told me that! 

And I think entirely because he was Black. They said they 
... somebody out there when it happens it's because he's Black. 
And the White community, and the Hispanic community doesn't want 
to ... 

They got a lot of activity and a lot of, it was just anonymous, a 
lot of it, and it didn't get followed up. Negative activity. 

We didn't get a lot of good publicity .•• 

My concern is maybe how we do it, with all the tremendous 
structures and tons of money we're putting out for the priests, 
which is important. But as a Diocese, are we doing enough for 
the victims? 

Did they interview Ralph? What does he think? 

We interviewed Ralph. 

Ralph's got somebody else working with him, too. 

A really sharp guy, he's a priest ••• 
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Fr. Bland? 

Yes. 

This is a personal observation that we haven't talked about. 
There's no doubt in my mind that the Cardinal wants to do the 
right thing .. no doubt. It is my perception that the system is 
still pretty corporately-driven. We want to be nice to the 
victims, we want to make sure of the priests, but it's the 
corporation that has to be protected. And I think it's 
unconscious or subconscious, but I do think that's the overall 
umbrella under which it happens. And I'm not saying it's wrong, 
there certainly has to be that consideration, but I just think 
somehow the Commission could help us all step back, and get back 
to why we're doing this, and let that be the overall umbrella. 
The corporation will be protected, and the priest will be 
journeyed with in this process, and the victims will not be 
forgotten, and there will be, I think a more balanced piece of 
the puzzle. 
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I think we kind of have to wrap this up. Is there anything else 
that any of you want us to address? We all do appreciate what 
you do. I know it sounds like we attacked you for two hours, but 
that's kind of the way we do our interviews .. (laughter) 

She's a judge, you know! 

Don't take any offense at it. I admire greatly what you've been 
able to do. I think that you have been, in many ways, very 
healing and that the three plus years that you've been working 
has created, for the Church, a great feeling that there has been 
a positive response to this problem. You should never undervalue 
that. 

I think we're learning the complexity as we go along because 

Absolutely. 

And the other case that came up that encompassed every quirk that 
you could possibly write about, that you could think about. 
That one case. That's the story of life. Murphy's Law always 
come to the forefront. I think you did a great job. I have 
great empathy for your work. No one wants to do it, the tough 
issues. It's a part of life that we don't want to even know 
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about, quite frankly, and it's too bad that some folks don't give 
you the thanks for what you all do. 

I think you're doing a good job with hiring Sidlowski and 
Bernadette, too. That must have been difficult to pull that 
together at the beginning. You know, what kind of person do you 
want, how did you want to operate. And I think with both of them 
you've made very good choices. And I think that's helped you a 
lot too. 

I think we lucked in on Bernadette. We've been very blessed by 
her services ... (all talking at once!) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/26/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/03/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

12 

-----~----------
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/10/1996 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/17/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 
. .-. . 

. -
14 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/24/1996 

,I~ 
6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

.,-. 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/31/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/14/1996 

12 YEAR PASTORS - 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/21/1996 

12 YEAR PASTORS - 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/27/1996 

12 YEAR PASTORS - 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

,,..... 
15 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/12/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

.·- 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/19/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

10 

AOC 010775 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/26/1996 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 holy Angels 50 

,-
9 
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FYI 

John Calicott's evaluation has been postponed by the vicar per memo received 
by Jeremiah Boland.on August 1, 1996 
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ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHICAGO 

Office of Diocesan Priests' Personnel '··.····· .. '' .•.. · .. • Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland/Executive Sec. "., ,, 
312-751-5270 -, -" 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mary Yunger 

FROM: Reverend Jeremiah Boland 

DATE: August 1, 1996 

RE: Fr. John Calicott 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

FAX 312-751-5281 

I discussed the situation regarding Fr. Calicott's evaluation as Pastor of Holy Angels. 
The Vicar for Priests advises that we do not initiate an evaluation process at this time, given 
the issues relating to John's status in his recent re-instatement as Pastor. This process would 
probably be very confusing to people and not helpful. The Vicar suggests postponing any 
evaluation. Perhaps an evaluation could be initiated in the tenth year of his second term. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/02/1996 

,.,,.. 6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

- 12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/09/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR w 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/16/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR • 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

,.... 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/23/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/06/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR • 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

- 12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/13/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

,-

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

12 
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Memo to File 
From: Rev. Daniel Coughlin 
Date: 9/17/96 
Re: John Calicott 

On 9/16/96, Bernadette Connolly and I met with John Calicott at 
Holy Angels. Bernadette reviewed John's protocol. 

John has already made some adaptations to this protocol or seeks 
further adaptation of some of the points of the protocol, namely: 

A. He 
B. He 

it. 
C. He 

nothing out of 

We suggested so that 
there is record for the PFR Board. It was suggested that a 

write to the PFR Board suggesting the change in his 
and ive the reasons why. It was suggested that John 

to the PFR Board for their meeting at 

John was not completely open to these suggestions. He said he 
and his lawyer did not want to submit anything more to the PFR 
Board but would deal with the Cardinal directly. I pointed out 
to him that the PFR Board was established specifically for the 
return to ministry at this point in his case and to govern the 
monitoring at this time. If he wishes any change in the protocol 
it is upon him to cooperate with the PFR Board. I volunteered to 
meet with his lawyer and himself and to chart out a course that 
would be acceptable both to his lawyer and hopefully to the PFR 
Board. 

ime I wish to point out: 
1. his reluctance to cooperate with the PFR Board 
2. his inability to ~g out of 
3. his reduction of ......... at this time 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 0912711996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

12 
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Page 472 

-

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/04/1996 

3. 

4. 

5. Les Molihan '51: Les is retired. Until recently he was a monitor for 
John Calicott '74 [Pastor of Holy Angels]. He needs a place to reside, 
perhaps St. Dorothy. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/04/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/11/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

-
10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/18/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 

·-
10 
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I • 

REVIEW OF MINISTRY: A MINISTERIAL CONTEXT 

Reverend Edward F. Upton 

Clearly, the tenns "appraisal" and "evaluation" and "performance review" belong to the 
world of business, education and the military. But do these terms apply appropriately to 
ministry? They do, and indeed are integral to a basic understanding of ministry. 

In his pastoral letter In Service of One Another, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin offers a 
definition of ministry. He writes: 

Ministry is a specific activity supported and designated by the 
Church, which discloses the presence of God in some way in 
our human situation and empowers us to live more fully in the 
mystery of God - in communion with God and with one 
another. 

(page 14) 

This definition applies to priestly ministry in a parish context. Furthermore, it signals, at 
least implicitly, the need for a process to review such ministry. 

If, for example, we accept that the ministry of the parish priest is "a specific activity," 
then we can logically conclude that it is something which can be defined and described. 

_It is open to examination. It has an objective dimension to it. 

(1) 
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Some might argue that priestly ministry is not connected to specific activity. It is to be 
conceived as more "relational" or charismatic or free-form. Such a sense of priestly 
ministry reduces it to the idiosyncratic and the unpredictable, a far cry from a more 
biblically-and traditionally-based sense of reliable service rooted in the mission of Jesus 
Christ continued in the Church. Cardinal Bernardin's characterization of ministry as 
"specific service" seems to capture better the authentic sense of ministry. 

Then, if priestly ministry involves specific activity, if this activity is specified by the 
Church as it ordains and sends priests into parish service, then the vision of such ministry 
can be clearly described. In fact, this has been done by the Archdiocesan Department of 
Personnel Services in its monograph Coordinating Parish Ministries (1988). There, one 
can find a description of specific roles and tasks of parish priests, both pastors and 
associates. 

Obviously, the "job descriptions" in Coordinating Parish Ministries do not exhaust the 
theological and spiritual sense of priestly ministry. They do, however, pinpoint elements 
of work and life which are specific to priests and priestly ministry. 

Cardinal Bernardin's definition of ministry also speaks of it as "supported and designated 
by the Church." Theologically, this roots ministry in a community of faith and assures its 
connection with that community. It recognizes that ministers do not simply act in their 
own name. The sense of "supported and designated by the Church" also has implications 
for review of ministry. 

The intention of review is to offer support. A well developed review process is supportive, 
because it recognizes talent, names gifts, offers constructive feedback and can suggest new 
ways to approach situations. 

(2) 
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Priests often wonder if support is forthcoming from Church leadership which directs 
ministry overall or from parishioners who are served through their ministry. A review 
process answers the question clearly. When Church leadership establishes a review 
process, it supports ministers. When parishioners participate in such a process with 
honesty, care and time, they not only express support but give it directly and concretely. 

Cardinal Bernardin also speaks of ministry as specially "designated" activity. One can also 
speak of the ministers as specially "designated." Ordination is a primary means of 
ministerial designation, which empowers a person and indicates that he is able to serve 
the Church in a role of religious leadership. This designation, however, is limited. It does 
not mean that every priest can serve in every parish or with all types of people. These 
issues can only be resolved through a process of review. 

The review process centers on the performance of ministers and specifies how they are 
best designated for service in the Church. Basic questions of qualification and certification 
are answered prior to ordination. There remain, however, questions of greater specification 
after ordination. For example, where can this priest best use his talents? What type of 
pastor is needed in their particular parish? Is this priest capable of the pastorate? 

Review, then, is meant to determine the particular qualifications of a priest to serve in a 
particular parish or to assume special responsibilities. The review process helps define 
appropriate ways for this ordained person to serve the community. Review, then, is based 

. on the understanding that ministry involves ecclesial designation. 

(3) 
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SUMMARY 

The review of ministry process fits appropriately and necessarily in ministry. 
Cardinal Bemardin's definition of ministry with its three elements of (1) a 
specific activity, (2) supported, and (3) designated by the Church imply 
regular review. 

Such an understanding of ministry sees it as (1) open to description and 
definition, (2) in need of support, and (3) calling for designation by the 
Church. A review system asks the priest - minister to describe the task in 
which he is engaged and articulate the goals which he wishes to achieve. 
It asks those connected to that minister to offer feedback. This provides 
support and leads to particular certification. 

It should be clear that ministerial review is not simply a concept borrowed 
from the business world. It is integral to ministry. 

Finally, Cardinal Bemardin's definition of trurustry implies more 
performance review. He speaks of ministry as service to the Kingdom of 
God. Ministerial review fits into a larger process of helping priests who 
serve by making the mystery of God more present to the human community. 

(4) November 1996 

\ 

' 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/08/1996 

12 YEAR PASTORS - 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

16 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/22/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 

14 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/06/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR -1997 

-
16 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/13/1996 

-- 6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

.1~-

20 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/20/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

,,-

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

·- 17 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
~~~-'-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pastor Review Process - First Term 

Post Office Box 19i9 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-19i9 

In the fifth year of your term, you are asked to participate in a review process. You will ask 
your staff and ten to twelve lay people to fill out review feedback forms. This review will 
focus not only on the state of life of the parish, but also on your pastoral leadership in 
particular. These forms will be reviewed by two priests who will present you with a resume 
of the suggestions. 

One of the two members of the team will be a review coordinator designated by your dean. 
The other will be a priest of your choice. If for some reason the review coordinator would 
be unacceptable, you may contact the Office of Ministerial Evaluation or your dean to select 
another priest. 

The process requires tJiat the members of your staff and heads of significant parish 
organizations (e.g. Parish Council chairperson, School Board president, Finance Council 
chairperson) must be included among those who are designated to complete review feedback 
forms. In addition you will be asked to designate 10-15 other parishioners or lay leaders who 
represent a good cross section of the parish to provide feedback. 

These forms are mailed directly to the Office of Ministerial Evaluation who will then 
forward the forms to the review board. 

The review team will present their report to you and, after your response, foiward it to the 
Episcopal Vicar, the Dean, and the Diocesan Priests' Placement Board. If you wish, you may 
choose to review the report with your staff and/or those who completed the review forms. · 

In the sixth year, at the time of re-application, the Priests' Placement Board will request a 
letter of support from the Episcopal Vicar and the Dean. 

The review feedback fonns are confidential. The purpose of the process is to affirm 
strengths and accomplishments and make recommendations for improvement and growth. 
When the process is done well, the results have been most positive. 

Janl!alj' 1997 
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ARCHDIOCfSf CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

His Excellency 
Most Rev. Raymond E. Goedert 
Diocesan Administrator 
Archdiocese or Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Bishop Goedert: 

January 15, 1997 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that Rev. James L. Mollohan bas terminated his assignment as Monitor ror Rev. 
John Calicott at Holy Angels Parish, effective January 7, 1997. 

Fr. Mollohan was officially appointed to this position on October 6, 1995 by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. Fr. Mollohan bas done an outstanding job in rulf'dling his duties and responsibilities as the on
site monitor at Holy Angels. Fr. Mollohan will now be residing at St. Bartholomew located at 4949 W. 
Patterson Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641. 

On January 3, 1997, I spoke with Rev. Robert Miller, Aswciate Pastor at Holy Angels. Fr. Miller 
bas agreed to be the on-site monitor ror Fr. Calicott. I will be meeting with Fr. Miller on January 22, 1997 
to disc~ Fr. Calicott's Individual Protocol. 

H you have any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin 

madette Co~olly 
Proressional Fitness 
Review Administrator 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/04/1997 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 - NOT 70 YRS OLD 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time -

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/11/1997 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 • NOT 70 YRS OLD 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

11 
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DUTIES OF THE REVIEW COORDINATOR 

AFTER YOU I1A VE BEEN CONT ACTED BY THE OFFICE OF MINISTERIAL EVALUATION TO SERVE AS REVIEW 
COORDINATOR, YOU MAY WISH TO REFER TO THE FOLLOWING ORDER OF EVENTS. 

1. Contact the pastor by phone or through a meeting to discuss the process with him. Give him 
his packet and materials and request that he complete the self-review (blue form) and return 
it to you. Ask that he determine and prepare a list of who will be asked to fill out feedback 
forms. 

REQUIRED: all professional staff and heads of parish organizations, associate(s), deacon(s), 
pastoral associate(s), school principal, director of religious education, parish council 
chairperson, finance council president/chair, school board president, youth minister, social 
service coordinator, music minister(s), business manager. 

SUGGESTED: other priests in residence, other lay leaders, and representative parishioners 
(between 10 and 15 persons would be a desirable number). 

2. Meet with or contact those who will be filling out review feedback forms to explain the 
purpose and the process; stress the role of feedback in the learning process. Explain that the 
material will be confidential unless otherwise indicated on the form. 

3. Disseminate forms and establish deadline when forms are to be returned. Call the Office 
of Ministerial Evaluation and give the deadline date. All forms are to be sent back to the 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation who forwards them to the review coordinator in an on-going 
manner. 

4. Review the returns several days before the deadline date to see if all the forms have been · 
returned; if possible, contact those who have not yet sent in the forms. 

5. When the forms have all been returned tabulate the feedback using the tabulation guide. 
Arrange a meeting with the other team member to review the feedback and prepare .a 
review feedback report. Please use the guidelines. 

6. When the initial report is written, meet with the pastor to share and discuss the findings. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

The emphasis should be positive and focus on the good work being done in the parish. 
Areas of concern should be sensitively and frankly discussed with a view toward 
improvement. 

Write the final report and send it to the pastor. Send a copy to the Episcopal Vicar, Dean, 
and Diocesan Priests' Placement Board. 

Send the pink form and tabulation guide to the Office of Ministerial Evaluation to indicate 
that the review process'has been concluded. Destroy all individual forms. 

The pastor may choose to review the report with his staff or those who completed the 
review feedback forms. 04/14/97 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/18/1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR ~ 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this lime 

9 
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607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, Illi,nois 60653 

(312) 624-5375 
Fr. John W. licott. Pastor 

REVEREND DAN COUGHUN 
VICAR FOR PRIF.STS 
645 NORTH MICHIGAN 
SUITE 543 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Dan, 

MAY 11997 

Grace and peace in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Dan, for your information, I have enclosed 
They are confidential. Pat Reardon and [ have felt the Board to be 

intractable and wholly unreasonable as far as my case is concerned and, so, 
- However Pat has given me permission to release them and I will give them to 
Bernadette at ailiiiiiischeduled for May 16th. Should you n:eed any clarity regarding the 
-· do not hesitate to contact me. 

On a personal note, Dan, I really cannot express how happy I was that you took the time to 
call me about something positive and supportive. I know that I can be a crusty SOB at.times 
(I mean, I did grow up on 39th & Cottagelj but I do know tbat you are and have been in 
my corner. You are in my prayers. 

Peace, Dan. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/02/1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/09/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

8 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/09/1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/16/1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VII A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

14 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/23/1997 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 
6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 

PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 - NOT 70 YRS OLD 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 
No evaluation being done at this time 

10 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/30/1997 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 - NOT 70 YRS OW 

6 YF..AR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 
No evaluation being done at this time 

9 

TERM UP 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/06/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/13/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/20/1997 

Page 779 
6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

TERMS END JN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, June 21, 1997 
10:00 AM - 1 :00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MINUTES 

97MinutS.Juo 

Members Present: 

Others Present: 
Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

II. 

A. The Review Board approved the Minutes of the May 17, 1997 meeting. 

C. Matter of PFR-13. John Calicott 
The Administrator informed the Board that John Calicott is no longer 

~d to terminate because he doesn't benefit 
- The Administrator pointed out to the Board that John Calicott is currently in violation 
of his protocol with the Archdiocese. At a held on May 16, 1997, the Administrator 
informed John Calicott he was in violation if his protocol by not informing the Administrator of 
the chan es . The Board received additional information from···· 

. The Board was also informed that John Calicott's term as pastor 
of Holy 

........... continued 
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Minutes, 6/21/97 PFR.B Mtg. Page Two 

D. 

E. 

Angels Church is up for review in October, 1997! The Board expressed its concerns regarding 
the lack of follow through from-· The Board felt it could not make a decision 
regarding - without The Administrator was instructed to obtain 
the following: 

a. 

b. Speak with John Calicott regarding and also request that John 
Calicott write to the Board explaining why he didn't inform the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator of his discontinuing Also, for John Calicott 
to explain to the Board the progress he has made 

c. 

d. Inform Fr. Thomas J. Paprocki about the violation of protocol and ask that the 
Archbishop be made aware of this violation through a verbal conversation. 

The Board recommended that, if the above materials are not received by the next meeting 
(7 /19/97), further action would be taken in terms of informing the Archbishop in writing of the 
violations noted. 

III. Other Matters 
A. has decided not to renew his term which expires in September, 1997. - is 

willing to stay on until his position is filled. "We will miss you dearly!" 

Our next scheduled meeting is Saturday, July 19, 1997 at 10:00 AM . 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/11/1997 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 - NOT 70 YRS OLD 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1995 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10127191 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 
No evaluation being done at this time 

9 

Page 789 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

so 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

l\IBMORANDUM 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 7tJf 
Date: July 19, 1997 

Re: Review Board Meeting - REV. JOHN W. CALICOTT, '74 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751 -5381 

The Review Board wants Archbishop Francis E. George, O.M.I., to be 
informed, orally, that Father Calicott is in violation of his protocol: 

1) He has unilaterally terminated 

~extremely difficult getting-from 

-' -' and a letter from John. None of these has yet been 
provided. -·s was requested in May of 1997. The Review Board asked for 
letters from - and Father Calicott back in June of 1997. John wants his lawyer, 
Pat Reardon, to review them first, but Pat is on vacation. 

wCal7.19 
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Others Present: 
Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

ARCHDIOCESE OF cmCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, July 19, 1997 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MINUTES 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 

A. The Review Board approved the Minutes of the June 21, 1997 meeting. 

IL Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

97Minu1S.Jul 

The Review Board agreed to honor John Calicott's request to postpone his Supplementary 
Review until August 16, 1997. 

B. 

. ...•.• continued 
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Minutes, 7 /19/97 PFRB Mtg. 
Page Two 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

III. Other Matters 

Our next scheduled meeting is Saturday, August 16, 1997 al 10:00 AM. 

AOC 010823 



ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear John: 

July 29, 1997 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

In Section 1105.1 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry, the intent of~ 
make available all information that the Review Board determines to be relevant relating to--

Please be advised that the Review Board met on July 19, 1997 and agreed that your Supplementary 
Review will be conducted on August 16, 1997. In order to complete this review, the Review Board is 
requesting and your letter no later than August 5, 
1997. 

If the above information is not received by August 5, 1997, the Review Board will proceed with the 
~iew and will make recommendations to the Archbishop regarding your termination of 
----as well as your request to terminate . 

John, it is imperative that you submit this information no later than August 5, 1997. If you have 
any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

~,4 
Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
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MS BERNADETTE CONNOLLY 
ADMINISTRATOR 

JULY 29 1997 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
ONE E SUPERIOR 
SUITE #504 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Bernadette, 

Grace and peace in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Bernadette, I am writing you to ask the Professional Fitness Review Board for a change in my 
status. 

. I feel that I reached all of those goals. I believe that it was the acquisition of 
t ose goa s w 1ch led to a termination of and my 
current inability to acquire anything of real substance from 
- (I must apologize again, Bernadette, for the termination of 
without consultation with you or the Professional Fitness Review Board. I realized that the 
issue of would have to go to the Professional Fitness Review Board. However, 
somehow I had gotten the impression that my need for would be 

I wish also, Bernadette, permission from the Board to discontinue my participation in -
. I really get very, very little out of them. Actually, 

out of them ertainin to the issues which brought me into 
, I just believe that 

AOC 010825 



The deep, pervasive injury which I brought info the lives of others occurred over twenty years 
ago. It has and does occasion a sorrow I will carry with me to my grave. Above and beyond 
my own personal kno~ime has borne out the fact that there has been no 
recurrence. I feel that - clearly indicates that there will be no recurrence. 

Thanking you and the Professional Fitness Review Board for your reflections on this matter 
and with cordial best wishes, I am, Bernadette, 

,t7:Jil 
/ 

John Calicott 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/01/1997 

·-
VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

No evaluation being done at this tirne 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

next page 

10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/08/1997 

John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor IC/P 
Date: August 16, 1997 

Re: Review Board Meeting - REV. JOHN W. CALICOTT, '74 

The Review Board reviewed 
as well as the letters from Father Calicott and • 

These are the materials the Board had asked 
for. 

In his letter, Father Calicott asks for a change of status: he has already 
and he wants to discontinue • 

The Review Board is asking for confirmation of the recommendation by 
. The Board recommends that Father Calicott 

(TJP's note: It may be necessary to delay the renewal process of Father Calicott's term as 
Pastor -- which expires in October -- pending the outcome of .) 

wCal8.l6 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
Professional Fitness Review Board 

Meeting, Saturday, August 16, 1997 
10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MINUTES 

Others Present: Bernadette Connolly, Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki. 

l. APPROVAL OF MINUTE.5 
A. The Review Board approved the minutes of the July 19, 1997 meeting 

II. REvlEW BOARD MATIER 
A. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

B. 

c. 

The Review Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 
1104.11 of the Review Board's Process for Continuation of Ministry. The 
Administrator informed the Board that Fr. Calicott terminated •••••• 
-without the Review Board's knowledge. Fr. Calicott also r uested to 
terminate . The Board reviewed 

After much discussion and further review, the 
Review Board recommended that Fr. Calicott 

The Board also recommended that Archbishop George be informed 
that Fr. Calicott terminated without the Review Board's 
knowledge. 
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D. 

Professional Review Board 
Minutes - 8/16/'Tl 

Page2 

Ill. OfHER MATTERS 
A. The Administrator informed the Board that Dorothy Vercruysse (Administrative 

Assistant) is scheduled for on September 2, 1997. The 
Administrator will contact the Office of Victim Assistance Ministry for 
assistance. 

B. has agreed to renew his term as a member of the 
Professional Fitness Review Board. Thank you! 

C. Our next scheduled meeting is Saturday, September 20, 1997at10:00 a.m. 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

~~::~~perior August. 18, 1997 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 

Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Archbishop George. 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on August 16, 1997. The Board fully 
considered all oral and written reports in the matter of Reverend John Calicott. The Board 
conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review Board's Process 
for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board re uested that I communicate to you that Fr. Calicott terminated 
without the Board's knowledge. Fr. CalicotL requested a 

Supplementary Review to terminate 

The Board cannot make a recommendation at this time without further review. 
Therefore, the Board recommends Fr. Calicott 

If you have any questions, please Let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicar For Priests 

AOC 010832 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/22/1997 

VJ/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

Holy Angels 50 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/22/1997 

Page 815 1997 CALENDAR FOR THE 1511-I BOARD: 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 
PARISHES: WORKING ON WHO 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

8 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

ARCHDIOCESE' CHICAGO 

August 25, 1997 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

I am writing in response to your letter of August 18, 1997 regarding the matter of Reverend 
John Calicott, following the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on August 16, 1997. 

~ for informing me that Father Calicott terminated 
_........ without the Review Board's knowledge. In order 
request to terminate also 
recommendation that Father al· t 

Please communicate this decision to Father Calicott. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance. 

,<;C ,,C ~ 
Sincerely yours in Christ~ 

.J'\ (VlM.-i-. l-4 I - . 

Given at the Chancery 

~/·P~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 F.ast Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Most Reverend Francis E. George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: /Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite504 
Chicago, fl. 60611 August 27, 1997 

Reverend John Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on August 16, 1997. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review pursuant to A11icle 1104.11 of the Review Board Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

Archbishop George was informed that you terminated 
-without the Board's knowledge. 

J am requesting that you contact me to •••••••••••••••••••••• 

H you have any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Bom·d 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

\ 
Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicar for Priests 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/29/1997 

YI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at tltis time 

6 YEAR PASTOR- 1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 

50 
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To: 
From: 
Date: 
RE: 

Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
155 E. Superior 

Chicago, IL 60611 
312-751-5265 

Rev. Tom Paprocki 
Mary Yunger F\ 
September 3, 1997 

FAX 312-751-5281 

MEMORANDUM 

FIRST TERM PASTOR REVIEW PROCESS 

Enclosed are: 

1. Copies of letters which the Board would send to a pastor whose term ending was 
imminent if a) the pastor review (evaluation) coordinated by my office had not 
been completed, orb) the Board evaluation process for renewal had not been 
completed; 

2. The materials used in the first term pastor review process. The first two pages on 
the right hand side describe the process. The green form is the feedback form 
completed by parish staff, leaders and representative parishioners selected by 
the pastor. 

cc. Rev. Jerry Boland 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/05/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 
PARISHES: 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VJ/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at tl1is time 

WORKING ON 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

Tenn Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEARPASTOR-1995 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

6 

WHO 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/05/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 

PARISHES: 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VJ/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done al 1his time 

WORKING ON 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS· 95/96 
PARJSH 

'f erm Ends in 1997 · not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR· 1995 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

Holy Angels 

9 

WHO 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

so 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Post OHiro Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

September I 0, 1997 

Dear Father Calicott: 

(312) 751-8230 
fax (312) 337-<>379 

In light of the fact that your six-year appointment as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish is 
· scheduled to conclude on October 27, 1997, and the process for evaluation has not yet been 

completed, please note that your canonical appointment as pastor will continue and officially 
remain in effect until this process is completed. This process will include a recommendation to 
me from the Professional Fitness Review Board. If the Review Board recommends that you 
continue as Pastor of Holy Angels, a ministerial evaluation of your pastorate will be conducted 
by the Office of Ministerial Evaluation and the Priests' Placement Board. 

Given at the Chancery 

Chancellor 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~-
Most Reverend Francis E. George, 0.M.l. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

FATHER THOMAS J. PAPROCKI 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Moderator of the Curia 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, SJ., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery Vl-A 
Reverend Jeremiah Boland, Executive Secretary, Priests' Placement Board 
Ms. Mary Yunger, Director, Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Ms. Bernadette M. Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/12/1997 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 Jolm W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PAST ORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1995 

6 YEARPASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

10 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/19/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 

PARISHES: 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at tl1is time 

WORKING ON 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEARPASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

8 

WHO 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, September 20, 1997 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Office of Prof essionaJ Fitness Re vies 

MINUTES 

Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 
A. The Review Board approved the Minutes of the August 16, 1997 meeting. 

II. Review Board Matters 
A. Recommendation for Chair and Co-Chair for Professional Fitness Review 

Board 
The Review Board recommended as Chair, and-
_ as Co-Chair for the period September, 1997 through September, 1998. 

B. 

c. 

. .......... Continued 
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PFRB Mtg. of 9/20/97, MINUTES Page Two 

D. Matter of PFR·l3, John Calicott 
The Administrator informed the Board that Fr. Calicott is 

E. The Review Board formally approved the Recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee Report regarding monitoring of priests who have engaged in 
sexual misconduct with minors. The Board will review individual protocols 
in its future meetings. 

F. 

G. 

Our next regularly scheduled meeting is October 18, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. 

AOC 010845 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/03/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 

PARISHES: 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

WORKING ON 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS· 95/96 
PARISH 

. •!I I I I ' I t I 

6 YEAR PASTOR. 1995 

6 YEAR PASTOR· 1997 

Holy Angels 

13 

WHO 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

so 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/10/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicon '74 
No evaluation being done al th.is time 

6 YEAR PASTOR- 1995 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/17/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/31/1997 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1995 

6 YEAR PASTORS-1996 
PARISH 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

11 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/14/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 

PARISHES: WORKING ON WHO 

PARISHES: DOB PASTOR TERM UP 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

6 YEAR PASTOR- 1995 

6 YEAR PASTORS-1996 
PARISH 

Tenn Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 

TERM/AGE 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/21/1997 

V!D APP'f. DATE PASTOR 

VI/ A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1995 
PARJSH 

6 YEAR PASTORS-1996 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

Holy Angels 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

6 YEAR PASTORS -1998 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312)751-5381 

:MEMORANDUM 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 

Date: December 20, 1997 

Re: REV. JOHNW. CALICOTT, '74- Supplementary Review 

Review Board reviewed Father Calicott's case. Following 
Father Calicott has no objection to continuing 

He has also withdrawn his objection to renewing 

Notwithstanding the withdrawal of Father Calicott's request to discontinue 
- the Board still needed to consider the violation of his protocol when he 
unilaterally discontinued The Board also needed to make a 
recommendation to the Archbishop regarding the re-appointment of Father Calicott to a 
second term as Pastor. His first term was scheduled to conclude on October 27, 1997, but 
has been extended temporarily pending the recommendation of the Review Board, and, if 
warranted depending on the Review Board's recommendation, a ministerial evaluation 
conducted by the Office of Ministerial Evaluation and the Priests' Placement Board. 

As a result, the Board members reached a consensus that they cannot make 
a recommendation regarding a second term as Pastor unless they see 

Because of the "red flags"* contained in 
the Review Board is now concerned that children may be at 
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...... i ~ 

Memorandum to File 
Re: Reverend John W. Calicott 
Date: December 20, 1997 

risk. Because of this, if they do not receive by the Board's next meeting in 
January, 1998, the Board would have serious reservations about recommending that 
Father Calicott be given a second term. 

*Those "red flags" include concerns about Father Calicott that the Board had not heard 
previously, e.g., 

wJohnC 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CIDCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, December 20, 1997 
10:00 AM· 2:30 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Others Present: 
Rev .. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

D. 

A. The Review Board approved the Minutes or the September 20, 1997 meeting. 

B. Matter or PFR-13, John Calicott 
The Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review 
Board Process For Continuation or Ministry. The Board reviewed 

The Board also received a letter from 
Archbishop George written . to Fr. Calicott informing him that be was waiting for a 
recommendation from the Board regarding Fr. Calicott's renewal for a second term as pastor 
of Holy Angels Parish. 

The Board discussed these matters in great length and could not reach a consensus regarding •••lfor Fr. Calicott or his term renewal request. Therefore, the Board recommended 
Fr. Calicott to the Review Board by its next 
scheduled meeting, which is January 24, 1998. The Board also requested the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator communicate to Archbishop George and Fr. Calicott that, if 
the Board does not receive , the Board would have serious 
reservations recommending a renewal of his term as pastor and his fitness in ministry. 

AOC 010854 



97Minuts.Dec 

c. 

D. 

E. 

m. A. Other Matters 
The Board approved its 1998 meeting schedule. 

Our next scheduled meeting is January 24, 1998. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, minois 60611 

Dear Archbishop George: 

December 23, 1997 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on December 20, 14'n. The Board considered oral and 
written reports in the matter of Reverend John Calicott. The Board conducted a Supplementary Review 
pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review Board Proc~ For Continuatiion of Ministry. 

Also, the Review Board received a copy of your letter dated September 19, 1997 informing I.tr. 
Calicott that you are waiting for a recommendation from the Review Board regarding Fr. Calicott's renewal 
for a second term as paster of Holy Angels Parish. 

The Review Board could not reach a consensus n!garding Fr. Calicott's renewal as 
pastor, or recommendations regarding without 

Therefore, the Review Board recommends Fr. Calicott 
to the Review Board by its next scheduled meeting, which is January 24, 1998. If the Review Board docs not 
receive the Board would have serious reservations recolDIIIlending a renewal of Fr. Calicott's 
term and his future in ministry. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

V cry truly yours, 
? 

~~~"r, 
Bernadette Connolly ----µ 
Prof~ional Fitn~ 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, V AM 
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~' /,-; 

First Term Pastor Review 

Rev. John W. Calicott 
Pastor 

Review Team Members 

Rev. Donald Ehr, S.V.D. 
Review Team Coordinator 

Rev. James Martin 
Team Member 

(773) 624-5375 

(773) 268-1518 

(773) 476-4831 

The target date for completing the process is 6/9/99. 

'< ( '. 

(, 

( 

/ 
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, 
Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

January 8, 1998 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, llllnols 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312)337~79 

I am writing in response to your letter of December 23, 1997 regarding the matter of 
Reverend John Calicott, following the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on 
December 20, 1997. 

In Ii ht of the fact that Father Calicott 
I understand that the Board could not reach a consensus 

regarding his renewal as pastor or make recommendations about --without 
Accordingly, I accept the Review Board's recommendation ~r Calicott 
••••••••••••to the Review Board by its next scheduled meeting, that 

is, January 24, 1998. 

Please communicate this decision to Father Calicott. He should also understand that the 
Review Board would have serious reservations about recommending a renewal of his term as 
pastor and his future in ministry if is not received in time for the Board's meeting 
on January 24, 1998. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance. 

Sincere.ly yours in Chri{t, 

t-Sf ~i~ -1\ .JJ-e.rv--~ .t~~~· --

Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Given at the Chancery 

~1·f~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
I East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

cc: Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

FEG:TJP 
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ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Reverend John Calicott 
Holy Angels Rectory 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott: 

January 13, 1998 
(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on December 20, 1997. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review Board Process For Continuation of 
Ministry. 

Archbishop George has accepted the Review Board's recommendation that you 
to the Review Board by the next scheduled meeting, which is January 24, 1998. 

The Review Board could not reach a consensus regarding your renewal as pastor, or 
recommendations regarding-due to - The Review Board requested I communicate to you their serious reservations of recommending a 
renewal of your term as pastor and your future in ministry if is not received by January 24, 
1998. 

I am more than willing to meet with you to discuss this matter further. Please feel free to contact 
me at the above telephone number. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
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Office of the Chancellor 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

:MEMO 

File 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 11 
January 24, 1998 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

RE: Review Board Meeting - Rev. John Calicott - Supplementary Review 

Based on the information received, including 
, and the refusal of Fr. Calicott to 

the Review Board advised that it cannot make a recommendation about another term as 
pastor or continuation in ministry since this information raises new questions about 
whether children are at risk at this time. 

The Board further recommended that Fr. Calicott continue 
, which he has already indicated that he is willing to do. 
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Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNF.SS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, January 24, 1998 
10:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

98Minuts.Jan 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette ConnoUy 

I. Approval of Minuks 
A. 'lbe Review Board approved the December 20, 1997 Minutes. 

U. Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of P.FR-13, John Calicott 

B. 

c. 

The Review Board conducted a Snpplaneutary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the 
Review Board Process For Continuation of Ministry. The Administrator did not receive -

which was requested at the 12/20/'17 meeting. On January 
23, 1998 Fr. Calicott faxed a letter to the Administrator informing the Board that be would 
not The Review Board disc~ this matter for 
several hours. Based on the limited information received and Fr. Calicott's refusal to -

••••••••••••• the Board concluded this raised new questions about 
whether children are at ruk at this time. 'Therefore, the Review Board could not make a 

· recommendation regarding Fr. Calicott's second term as pastor or bis continuation in 
ministry. The Board further recommended Fr. Calicott continue to •••••••• 

The Board requested the Professional Fitness Review 
ttganling 
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P.FRB Minutes, January 24, 1998 Meeting Page Two 

m. Other Matters 
A. 'lbe Board agreed that the Profes.9ooal Fitness Review AdministnUor and Chairperson• 

••••• will meet to devdop a process for seledioo of new Board manbers. 

PLEASE NOTE -
The meeting adjourned at 1:25 PM. Memben were gathering their materials to leave 
when the Professional Fitness Review Administralor noticed a fax letter. The attached 
letter was received at 1:05 PM on January 24, 1998 from Patrick G. Reardon, Fr. 
Calkott's attorney. 

Our next scheduled meeting is February 21. 1998 at 10:00 AM 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 
Cardinal-Elect, Archdiocese or Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal-Elect Francis George: 

January 27, 1998 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on January 24, 1998. The Board considered oral and 
written reports in the matter or Reverend John Calicott. The Board conducted a Supplementary Review 
pursuant to Article 1104.11 or the Review Board Proc~ For Continuation or Ministry. 

Based on the limited information received and Fr. Calicott's rerusal to 
this imonnation raises new questions about whether children are at risk at this time. 

Therefore, the Review Board cannot make a recommendation regarding Fr. Calicott's second term as pastor 
or his continuation in ministry. Tlie Board rurther recommends Fr. Calicott continue to ••••••• 

Ir you have any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Members or the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bernadette Connolly 
Pror~ional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Lawrence MeBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

February 2, 1998 

Post Office Box 19'79 
Chicago, Dlinols 60690-19'79 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337~79 

I am writing in response to your letter of January 27, 1998 regarding the matter of 
Reverend John Calicott, following the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on 
January 24, 1998. In your letter, you stated that the Review Board could not make a 
recommendation because of the limited information and Father Calicott's refusal to -

Before I can make a decision about Father Calicott's appointment to a second term as 
pastor or his continuation in ministry, I need to know the Review Board's recommendation about 
risk to children. Since the limited information received has raised new 
questions about whether children are at risk at this time, I ask the Review Board to specify the 
questions to be answered. 

Father Calicott is scheduled to meet with me on Thursday, February 5, 1998 at my 
residence, together with Father Paprocki, my delegate to the Review Board, Father McBrady, 
Vicar for Priests, and Mr. Pat Reardon, Father Calicott's attorney. If you will give the questions 
for- and to Father Paprocki, I will present them to Father Calicott when 
we meet on Thursday. After has answered these questions to the Review Board's 
satisfaction, I will expect a recommendation from the Review Board about whether Father 
Calicott's appointment to a second term as pastor or his continuation in ministry would present a 
risk to children. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance. 

Sincerely yours in C~t, 

~-~/~~~~; 
Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

cc: Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Memorandum 
(312) 751-8220 

Fax (312) 751-5381 

To: Archbishop Francis E. George, O.M.I. 

cc: Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 17Yf 
February 3, 1998 

From: 

Date: 

Re: Briefing for your meeting with Father John Calicott on February 5, 1998 

l. Father John Calicott is a 51 year old priest of African-American heritage, ordained in 1974. He has 
been pastor ofHoly Angels Parish on the south side since October 27, 1991. 

2. On April 7, 1994, Father Calicott was placed on administrative leave following allegations that he 
had engaged in sexual misconduct with at least two teenage males, and possibly a third, who were 
between the ages of 12 and 14 at the time of the alleged misconduct which was said to have 

3. 

·occurred 16 tol8 years previously. The accusations alleged mutual administration of oral sex and 
kissing in the private rectory quarters over a period of at least two years on over 20 occasions with 
one boy and at least a "few" with another. There was an alleged unsuccessful attempt with a third 
boy. John has admitted to sexual misconduct with at least the two adolescent males, although there 
is some disagreement about the duration and frequency of the sexual activity (John says it was only 
10 times over a one year period with the first youth). 

4. Cardinal Bernardin 
1994. 

recommended that Father Calicott be 
returned to ministry as Pastor of Holy Angels under certain conditions, since 
concluded that John no longer poses a risk to children. Cardinal Bernardin forwarded this 
recommendation to the Review Board on January 14, 1995 (copy attached). This recommendation 
that Father Calicott no longer posed a threat to children and could be returned to ministry was 
confirmed by 

'I 
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Memo to Archbishop George 
Re February s•h Meeting with Father Calicott 
February 3, 1998 - Page 2 

5. After considerable deliberation protracted over several meetings, the Review Board recommended 
on August 14, 1995 that Father Calicott could be returned to Holy Angels only if he agreed to all 
the conditions laid down for his return to ministry. The Archdiocese announced Father Calicott' s 
reinstatement on October 12, 1995. 

6. ~Calicott wrote to ask the Review Board for ermission to end -
-and the latter of which he had 
already terminated unilaterally without the Review Board's approval. In order to consider his 
request, the Board asked John to which he 
agreed to do. He also originally in 1cate orally to Bernadette Co 

to the Review Board, though after he 
(A copy of these two pages is included in your packet from Bernadette Connolly.) 

7. On September 10, 1997, you wrote to Father Calicott advising him that his six-year appointment as -: 
Pastor of Holy Angels was scheduled to conclude on October 27, 1997, but indicated that his 
canonical appointment would continue and remain in effect until the evaluation process had been 
completed. You stated, "If the Review Board recommends that you continue as Pastor of Holy 
Angels, a ministerial evaluation of your pastorate will be conducted by the Office of Ministerial 
Evaluation and the Priests' Placement Board." 

8. At its meeting of January 24, 1997, the Review Board advised that it could not make a 
recommendation regardin Father Calicott's second term as astor or his continuation in ministry 
because of his refusal to 
••• however, raised some new questions about whether children are at risk. At your request, 
the Board has now specified what these questions are. (See packet from Bernadette Connolly.) 

9. The purpose of Thursday's meeting with John is 
-to answer the Review Board's questions. Without the ans~ to these questions, the 
Board cannot make a recommendation about risk to children, and witl1(jhe Board's positive 
recommendation, you cannot in conscience appoint him to another term or even allow him to 
remain in ministry that has access to minors. 
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Others Present: 
Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CIIlCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting. Saturday, February 21, 1998 
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

A. The Review Board approved the January 24, 1998 Munutes. 

II. 

98Minuts.Feb 

B. 
and·········· 

in the Matter of Rev. John Calicott. Since Fr. Calicott 
•••• the Cardinal had requested the Board develop 

their concerns into formal questions for Fr. Calicott . It is the Board's expectation 
that the rtsponses to the questions will be submitted by our next meeting, March 21, 1998. 

Our next regularly-scheduled meeting will be Saturday, March 21, 1998 

AOC 010873 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor Tqf 
March 21, 1998 

Review Board Meeting, Supplementary Review- Rev. John Calicott 

Bernadette Connolly will write to Cardinal George informing him that Fr. Calicott has 
not yet The letter from Pat Reardon indicates that he 
intends to redact also, John is 

The Board suggested that Cardinal George write to Fr. Calicott requesting that he
Also, the Board will determine what weight to give. 

based on what information-has been given. 

Telephone call with Cardinal George 

After receiving Bernadette's letter, Cardinal will write to Fr. Calicott telling him that he 
must provide-unredacted answers to the Review Board's questions as well 
as · Cardinal wants to see both before making final decision. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, March 21, 1998 
10:00 AM - 2:15 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MJNUIES 

98Minuts.Mar 

Others Present: 

I. 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

B. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 
The Review Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 
1104.11 of the Review Board Process For Continuation of Ministry. The 
Administrator informed the Board that and······ 

have not yet been released from Fr. Calicott's 
attorney, Mr. Patrick Reardon. Mr. Reardon submitted a letter to the Board 
indicating that Fr. Calicott intends to release the required documents with 
some redaction of the responses. After further discussion, the Board is 
requesting the full unredacted responses to the questions by our next meeting. 
Also, Mc. Reardon informed the Board that Fr. Calicott has received • 

The Board was very 
concerned with what kind of information was shared with and that 

did not contact our office regarding our points of view. 
Therefore, the Board will certainly reflect on what has to say, but 
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c. 

will take into account their concerns as noted. The Board requested that the 
Administrator inform the Cardinal on these matters. 

II. Other Matters 

A. 

B. - and Bernadette Connolly will schedule an interview with • 
, a possible candidate to replace a vacancy on the Board. 

C. Fr. Paprocki informed the Board that Cardinal George could meet with the 
Board on June 27, 1998 at 10:00 AM. 

Our next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 18, 1998 at 9:00 a.m. 
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George: 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

March 23, 1998 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on March 21, 1998. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review in the matter of Rev. John Calicott. 

On March 20, 1998, the Board nceived a letter from Fr. Calicott's attorney, Mr. Patrick Reardon 
(please see attached). In paragraph three, Mr. Reardon indicates Fr. Calicott intends to release the document 
to the Board with some redacting of the responses by our next-scheduled meeting. 

In order for the Review Board to make a recommendation regarding Fr. Calicott's second term as 
pastor and his future in ministry, the Board is requesting the full unredacted responses to the questions by 
April 18, 1998. 

Mr. Reardon has ulso informed the Board that Fr. Calicott has 

available for several weeks. 

It is the Review Board's expectation that the Supplementary Review will be completed by April 18, 
1998. If is received prior to the Review Board meeting, the Board wiU certainly reflect 
on what has to say, but will take into account the amount and kind of information that was shared 
with has not contacted our office to receive our points of view and concerns on this 
matter. 

Again, it is the Review Board's expectation that a recommendation regarding Fr. Calicott's future 
in ministry will he given to you at our April 18, 1998 meeting. 

If you should have any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

Bernadette ConnoLy 
Professional Fitn~ 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear John: 

ARQ-lDIOCESE' G-llCAGO 

April 8, 1998 

Post Office !lox 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax(312)337~79 

l am writing to you concerning the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on 
March 21, 1998. At the Board's request, Bernadette Connolly has informed me that the Board received 
a letter from your attorney, Mr. Patrick Reardon, indicating that he intends to release 
responses to the Review Board with some redacting of the document. The Board has requested the full 
unredacted responses to the questions by its April 18, 1998 meeting in order to make a 
recommendation to me about your second term as pastor and your future in ministry. 

My recollection of our meeting on February 12, 1998 is that we reached a compromise 
in that I would not insist that you , but you would release to the 
Board answers to You and Patrick Reardon were also given 
the opportunity to review and edit As I said when we met, before l can 
make a decision about your appointment to a second term as pastor or your continuation in ministry, l 
need to know the Review Board's recommendation about risk to minors. The Review Board has stated 
that it could not make a recommendation without a complete understanding of 

Mr. Reardon also informed the Board that you have 

The Board is willing to reflect on what 
will take into account the amount and kind of information that was shared with The Board 
has indicated that -has not contacted the Review Board office to receive their points of view 
and concerns on this matter. 

In terms of the information contained in-· while it would be inappropriate for me to 
ask you to manifest matters of conscience, no one enjoys a right to an assignment as pastor, and l must 
have moral certitude about a priest's suitability for him to serve as pastor. Accordingly, I am asking the 
Review Board to give you the time necessary for you to obtain and provide the needed information 
from-and- It would be best to have this information by April 18, if at all possible. 
I will pray for the Holy Spirit's guidance for everyone involved in this matter. 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 0 
~~ C,JJ. fa , __ t 

Frands Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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-~·· .. 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
April 8, 1998 
Page 2 

cc: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator, 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

FEG/TJP:sfc 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 75Hl220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMO 

File 

Rev. Thomas I. Paprocki, Chancellor ~ 
April 18, 1998 

Review Board Meeting - Rev. John Calicott 

The Review Board is agreeable to Mr. Patrick Reardon's proposal (contained in his 
letter of April 17, 1998) that 

- would be ready for the Board within the next two weeks. While releasing 
unredacted answers from - Fr. Calicott would only excise names of other 
individuals mentioned by - and would offer commentary on some answers in 
the questionnaire. The Board is open to this for the May meeting. 

---------------------- -
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Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CIDCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting Saturday, April 18, 1998 
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

98Minuts.Apr 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 
A. The Board formally approved the February 21, 1998 and March 21, 1998 Minutes. 

II. Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

The Administrator shared a letter from Mr Patrick Reardon, John Calicott's attorney, that 

B. 

m. 

would not be available until our next meeting. 
Mr. Reardon assured the Board that all materials would be submitted in two weeks. The 
Board asked the Administrator to speak with Mr. Reardon requesting this information 
within two weeks in order for the Board to have ample time to review all reports. 

Our next regularly-scheduled meeting is May 16, 1998 at 10:00 AM 
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MEMO TO FILE 
PFR-13, John Calicott 
Phone Conversation with Bob Miller, on-site monitor 

I spoke with Bob Miller on May 13 and May 14, 1998. I asked Bob about a rumor 
regarding the Boy Scouts Group at Holy Angels and that JC was alone with the 
scouts without adult supervision. Bob informed me that all the legal documents are 
listed under his (Bob's) name. He informed me that JC does assist with the scouts, 
but is always with another adult. Bob also said that JC is not even listed as a Scout 
Master. He also stated that JC does go on trips with the scouts, but is always with 
another adult. He mentioned and as the 
adults who are with JC. He stated that the scouts meet every Friday night in the 
rectory where open visibility is noted. These meetings are always in a Public Forum 
setting. He also mentioned that JC recently attended a Scouts' Banquet Dinner and 
there were plenty of adults present. He said that other scout groups are envious of 
the scout group at Holy Angels. He also stated the following: "I swear on a stack 
of bibles that JC has never been alone with the scouts." 

May 14, 1998 
Bob Miller called today and informed me that he thinks this rumor came from 
another scoutmaster from another school because Holy Angels' scouts might be 
receiving donations from Ameritech for their outstanding work. 
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§ 700 Unified Priest Personnel Record Keeping Policies 
Title Ill, "''·•ot 

§701 FILE MAINTENANCE 

If' - 701.1. Policy All records related to the ,formation,-placement .. and treatment orll 
H Archdiocesan Priests shall be maintained according to existing Archdiocesan Record Policies. 1 H 
t~-------- ------·-·--· - - ·-·-··-·- --- ·-------~--- ·- .... "..';' ............ - -- ·-·--------~~! 

!l 701.3. Policy All recorded information gathered in the process of evaluating a !I 
!! candidate's fitness for ministry or placement within ministry shall be maintained for the!! 

1 ..... L d"*"~ u .... ra= .. ti=· o"-n ........ ~f=tha=_=t-~=--.;;.-;.w.~=~~=-=~"""-~~=-=~=· _"""i=stry=· =tJ;ain=-~=in=_g""" __ an=~=J=? .. no;;.~-~=-~=~=Y.=mI=·=n=!~=try=·-=·:..-= .. =---=----=·=·--·=--·---------·--------·--·--------·---j! ·--- .. .. .Jo 

µ- "' ............... ~--....... ..... ............ _....... ......... "" ...................... -.. ........................ '.;1 
!j 701.4. Policy Upon completion of ministry training, a summary of material!! 
n information from the Rector's File and Formation File from Mundelein Seminary shall be sent H 
II to the Archbishop for review with the Chancellor and Vicar for Priests, along with a!! 
!) Certification Certificate signed by the Rector. The entire file shall be given to the Vicar for!! 
!1 Priest and/or the Chancellor upon request. i! 
~~::::-'"'''"....,"'"'"''"....,.._._._ ..... ,.,...,,..,....,.,.,,.,.,.,.,..,..._,,._, __ """'"'"'"'"'""""""""..,,"""""'"n""""....,"",,....'"""'""'"""'"""""""""""'"""'"~""""""'""" ............ """"..._~,,.,,..,,....,,..,.._"'"""'""'"::.,'...':,':.":.,"""''""'"'""':.,'!;:;,~"..~'",.".,':..':,.~,,"'::.,"":.,':."';:::;;,.";::;::;::::;.:'::.,'"..."'.,".."'..~"::!. .. ~ 

tt - w.NIAN!i._ ..... _,""""""'"""""'""""'"''"""'""''''~i !! 701.5. Policy From the date the Unified Priest Personnel Record Keeping Policy is!! 
!l promulgated no record shall be permanently placed in a Diocesan Priests' Personnel File under II 
H the promise of confidentiality. H 
t~ ........ ..._ ................................... _.. ...................... _,_,, .. ,, ........ ,, ............ _.... ............................ _,,,,, .................... -.._ .... ,, ....................... ,,,,_ ......... _ ........................................ ~~=;:.::;:'"...:::..~~= ......... ,,':;:::;::::..~~...;:..~ .. ~ ..... "Z:.:..~~":..~::: .. ~"::. 

On December 17, 1987 the Cardinal's Cabinet approved the Archdiocesan Records Policy: 
1. All rccosls created by persons employed by the Archdiocese of Chicago during the course of their work are property of 

the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
2. Records are defined as: All recorded information, regardless of media or characteristics, made or received and maintained 

in pursuance of its legal obligations or in the tranaaction of its business 
3. The disposition (i.e. the transfer, destruction, filming or off site storage) of all records must be scheduled by the Records 

Center Department. Schedules must be approved by the Record Conservation Board. 

[700] - 2 Adopted 10-24-95; effective 12-8-95 
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.... . 
§ 1100 Sexual Misconduct with Minors Title ill, Chapter I 

Priests 

§ 1106 PRIEST PERSONNEL RECORDS 

Section 1106 requires the establishment of unified priest personnel record keeping 
system to enable those responsible for ministerial assignments to consider the full record of a 
priest. Under the unified system, the record of a priest will commence upon his entry into 
seminary training and continue to be maintained throughout his career. 

§1106.1. Priest Personnel Record Keeping 

r:--:--.. ..,_____ - - "':"- .... -- .. ' .. ..__________ := .. =~-:.:.:':" .. ~:.;: .. :':":::.~ .. ':":::-.. = .. :-::.::-:1 

!~ 1106.1. Policy The Archdiocese shall establish and maintain a unified priest personnel l! 
i1 record keeping system to enable the Archbishop and other responsible persons to consider the n 
Ii full record of a priest ~ the m~g of ~sterial assi~ents. The re~r~ of each priest shall !l 
i~ commence upon entenng semmary trammg and contmue to be mamtamed throughout the jj 
!~career of the priest. See §700 Archdiocese of Chicago Unified Priest Personnel Recordn 
hKeeping Policies. [j 
~-_,...,,,_._... ______ , ___ ,__,,~._..... ................. -----~ .. -....;."'..".."..~~~':.~"..~"'":=~~~~"""":..'::..~~ ... ": .. ~"..~~ ....... ".;."...':: ... ~~"..~~ 

ProcedMres 
The Chancellor shall develop guidelines for the administration of the unified priest personnel 
record keeping system consistent with law and sound personnel records management. For the 
purposes enunciated in these policies and procedures, the record shall include records of 
fonnational assessment, psychological evaluation, the record and disposition of any 
proceedings of the Review Board and any other information suggesting a propensity for sexual 
misconduct with minors. 

§1106.2. Transfer oflnformation 

r~-~:::.::::.::::::::;:~::::::::::::::::::::=.=:;=.::;=.:~~::::::::::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~, 

!~ 1106.2. Policy The rector of Mundelein Seminary and the Vicar for Priests shall make ll 
U available to the Chancellor for incorporation into the priest personnel record keeping system lj 
H such records in their respective possession as may be allowed by law. \i 
t.~:=.::.:::::= .. ,..._._ .... - ...................................... ~'°'""'°'"'"""""' .................................. ~ ... "".....,..,..,.."" .. ""-....... ,,,,.7""""""""""'".......,_.....,.. .... ....,..-.. .__••••-•""'T"o'""'"'Tu"""""":""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""'"""".;....~~:-..;;;.~...;;:;.':.:~3 

ProcedMres 
They may remove or redact from the records they make available any record, note, memoranda 
or other document which reflects information obtained, received or given under promise, 
perception or expectation of confidentiality before December 8, 1995. 

[1100]- 24 Amended 2-25-97; effective 7-1-97 
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98Minuts.May 

Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CIDCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting Saturday, May 16, 1998 
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 
A. The Board formally approved the April 18, 1998 Minutes. 

II. Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of PFR-13. John Calicott 

The Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review 
Board Process For Continuation Of Ministry. The Board reviewed oral and written reports 
from: 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. Reports from On-site Monitor 
7. Report from Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

After reviewing and discussing all of the above reports, the Review Board was split in its 
decision regarding whether Fr. Calicott is a risk to children. Four members felt Fr. Calicott 
posed a significant risk to children, based on , and is unsuited 
for Parish Ministry. The other four members did not feel Fr. Calicott posed a significant 
risk to children at this time. 

The Board could not reach a consensus regarding Fr. Calicott's eligibility for a second term 
as pastor of Holy Angels Parish and his continuation in parish ministry. The Board 
requested the Professional Fitness Review Administrator convey this to Cardinal George. 

III. Other Matters 
A. The Review Board received the Letter of Resignation from the Professional Fitness Review 

Administrator. Fr. Paprocki informed the Board that the position might turn into a part
time administrator and that Bernadette Connolly was interested. Fr. Paprocki also infonned
the Board that he has to speak with Cardinal George regarding this matter. 

Our nen regularly-scliedaled meeting is June 27, 1998 at 10:00 AM 
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Of!i" of Pro""'°"'' fim~ R.,;•w ARCHDIQC''·E .. 0. f CHICAGO 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

May 18, 1998 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on May 16, 1998. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review in the matter of Rev. John Calicott. The Board reviewed oral and written reports 
from: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6.. Oral and Written Reports from Rev. Robert Miller, On-Site Monitor; 
7. Oral and Written Reports from the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

The Board is split in its decision regarding whether Fr. Calicott is a risk to children. Four members 
felt that Fr. Calicott posed a significant risk to children, based on , and 
is unsuited for Parish Ministry. The other four members did not feel that Fr. Calicott posed a significant risk 
to children at this time. 

Apart from the issue of risk to children, which is the Board's principal focus, there are other 
concerns raised by these recent reports which should be brought to your attention. The Board is very 
concerned with 

In summary, The Board is unable to reach a consensus regarding Fr. Calicott's eligibility for a 
second term as pastor of Holy Angels Parish and his continuation in parish ministry. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

l 
Bernadette Connolly 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
Mr. John O'Malley 

AOC 010889 



... 

,, ....... -· ..,,,. 

Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

May 19, 1998 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oiicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

I am writing in response to your letter of May 18, 1998 regarding the matter of Reverend John 
Calicott, following the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on May 16, 1998. 

Although the Board was evenly split on the question of whether Father Calicott is a risk to 
children and therefore could not reach a consensus regarding his eligibility for a second term as pastor 
of Holy Angels Parish and his continuation in ministry, I appreciate the careful consideration that the 
Board members have given to this matter. 

In order for me to make an informed decision about whether to appoint Father Calicott to a 
second term as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish, I will need to know more about the concerns which the 
Board has brought to my attention apart from the issue of risk to children. Please inform Father 
Calicott that I have asked Fat~for Priests, to look into the concerns mentioned 
in your letter and detailed in----· Depending on whether these concerns can be 
adequately addressed, I will then determine if the Office of Ministerial Evaluation and the Priests' 
Placement Board should proceed with the ministerial evaluation of Father Calicott's pastorate. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance. 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Sincerely yours in Christ, Q 

+~~~1wy 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

!... ... ~---· .. 
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DICTATION AS A RESUL OF MEETINGDS ON 5/19/98 RE: CALICOTT 

INVESTIGATE: (To be done by Vicar for Priests Office) 

• Miller saying "I run the parish, JC the school" 

JC meets Cardinal and says (A) 

CREATING PROTECTIVE FRAMEWORK 
• Revising the protocol by reviewing the covenant 

• Goals set for 
• Strengthening of monitoring 
• Monthly interviews/reports by VP and PFRD Administration 
• Decide whether is warranted. 

ALL IN PLACE BEFORE 
• Ministerial evaluation (Mary Yunger) 
• with special sheet on "keeping the covenant" 

• Report to Vicar 
• Advice to Cardinal 
• Second term to be approved by Placement Board 

• any conditions? 
• what to expect after next 6 years. 
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Offi" of Profrnfon•l Ffm6> Ro~•w ARCHDIQC···.E ... Q. f CHICAGO 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago. IL. 60611 

Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear Father Calicott: 

May 27, 1998 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on May 16, 1998. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Board Process For Continuation Of 
Ministry. 

Cardinal George was informed that the Review Board was evenly split on the question of whether 
you are a risk to children and, therefore, could not reach a recommendation for your eligibility for a second 
term as pastor of Holy An~els Parish. 

Cardinal George was also informed of the Board's concerns regarding 

Cardinal George has requested Fr. Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests, to meet with you to discuss 
the above-mentioned concerns. 

After your meeting with Fr. Coughlin, and if the above-mentioned concerns have been adequately 
addressed, Cardinal George will determine if the Office of Ministerial Evaluation and the Priests' Placement 
Board should proceed with the ministerial evaluation of your pastorate. 

If you should have any questions, please contact me immediately. 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
Mr. John O'Malley 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
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MEMO 

TO: File 

FROM: Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin 

DATE: May 27, 1998 

RE: John Calicott 

Today, Bernadette Connolly called. I asked when John Calicott would receive the 
contents of the Cardinal's letter. She told me she received the Cardinal's letter herself last 
Wednesday but she was on vacation. She is finishing a letter to him today. 

When I told her I needed to set up an appointment with him soon she said she would send 
today's letter by messenger. 

************* 

Later today I received a Fax of the letter Bernadette was sending to John Calicott. 

Still later in a phone call with Bernadette, I was told that John had received her letter and 
the following points were covered in their conversation: 

1. John wanted to know why there was a split vote. She told him it was a difficult long 
~orts were considered, people had different understandings of. 

2. She told John that I would be calling to meet with him. His reaction was quite blase 
and said that is already considered in the past. 

3. She emphasized that besides the ministry question, John's life will still be guided by a 
protocol and be reviewed by the Fitness Review Board. 

4. John concluded "so it will be the Cardinal who will make the decision" and Bernadette 
confirmed that this would not be an easy decision for the Cardinal either. She urged 
him to comply fully with our investigation and with the determinations of the Board. 

5. Bernadette wanted to pursue I 
suggested that these matters should not be done piece-meal but as a complete package 
so as to make a bigger impact on John. Bernadette thought: 

6. She has a Board meeting on June 27'11
• The Cardinal will not be in attendance. We 

both hope that details of a protocol en be worked out by June 27111
• 
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MEMO 

TO: Bernadette Connolly 

FROM: Rev. D~niel P. Coughlin 

DATE: May 27, 1998 

RE: Cornmnnic:ttion with John C;tlicolt 

----·-·-------.. ---------------------------·------ -· 

Today. having received '\copy of the Cardinal's letter to yc1u regarding Father John 
Calicott, l call<::-d your office. l was told you would not be in. You had taken a vacation 
day. 

It is important for me to know whether or not the contents of the Cardinal's letter have 
been communicated to John Calicott before I call hirn to set up an appointment with him. 
All of us need to be on the same page in dealing with this matter. 

Since Monday was a holiday and Tuesday l will be driving to visit-· this is a 
very tight and sho1t week. It Is imperitive for you to reach me as soon as possible. 
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MEMO 

TO: File 

FROM: Dan Coughlin 

DATE: June 8, 1998 

RE: John Calicott 

As a result of the meetings held on May 19, 
, l understand the following to be the next steps to be taken in the John 

Calicott case: 

I. As a Result of Meetings on 5/19/98 
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II. On May 27, 1998, in a phone call with Bernadette, I was told that John had 
received her letter and the following points were covered in their conversation: 

I. John wanted to know why there was a split vote. She told him it was a 
difticult long meeting. All reports were considered. People had different 
understandings of 

2. She told John that I would be calling to meet with him. His reaction was quite 
blase and said that it was already considered in the past. 

J. She emphasized that besides the ministry question, John's life will still be 
guided by a protocol and be reviewed by the Fitness Review Board. 

4. John concluded "so it will be the Cardinal who will make the decision?" and 
Bernadette confirmed that this would not be an easy decision for the·Cardinal 
either. She urged John to comply fully with our investigation and with the 
determinations of the Board. 

5. Bernadette wanted to pursue 
- I suggested that these matters should not be done piece-meal but as 
a complete package so as to make a bigger impact on John. Bernadette 
thought 

6. She has a Board meeting on June 2711
'. The Cardinal will not be in attendance. 

We both hope that details of a protocol en be worked out in detail by June 27 11
'. 

ID. Results of the investigation borne out of a conversation that the Vicars for 
Priests had with John Calicott. 

a. An on-going sexual relationship with women. 
• has been a friend for years. She acts as a confidant. This 

• 

seems to be a healthy relationship and no boundaries were violated. 
Sometimes even difticulty living celibacy discussed with her. 
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At the same time, he was wondering if 
he should leave the parish or leave the priesthood. In the summer of 1980 

and into October, when dealing with a complexity of issues, John did 
become involved with a woman. Father Tony Vader did an intervention 
and he has not seen her since. This relationship continued on and off 
through the summer of 1980 until October.. 

• and John became friends while teen-agers and knew each 
other as good friends through college. When she got married, he was 
happy for her. 

, while he was living at the Cardinal Stritch 
Retreat House, he took a summer vacation to visit relatives and friends in 
the South. -had recently been divorced. The two of them were in 
very vulnerable circumstances. There was a single instance of sexual 
encounter in 1992. 

This was the extent of se~ual relationships with any women. 

B. Past and present problems of celibacy. 

Theoretically, John believes celibacy should be optional for diocesan priests. If 
the permission were given tomorrow he would not marry or seek marriage. He 
believes celibacy has a powerful witness value in the church and to people at 
this time. In the Afro-American community he sees celibacy as a witness to 
living a healthier life. 

John Calicott believes he can live a celibate life. 

When asked why the information about heterosexual relationships and celibacy 
were brought up at this time and not before John res onded that 

(even now there is question as to whether this information should have been 
revealed to the Board) 

When John met with the Cardinal, Larry McBrady, Tom Paprocki and Pat 
Reardon, he approached the meeting in good faith. He had desired to meet 
with the Cardinal alone but Tom Paprocki said this was not advisable. It was 
then he decided that Pat Readon's presence would be important for meeting 
with the Cardinal. He still looks forward to meeting with the Cardinal 
personally. 
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C. Confusion about priestly identity. 

John states he is not confused about being a priest. 

He sincerely desires to do what God wants as a priest, as a pastor and in these 
present circumstances (i.e. his protocol). He does not separate his desire to 
serve God and to serve the Church. He looks upon the Church as a divine 
institution. 

D. In regards to impulsivity and rage. 

Both of these items are hard to distinguish and to respond to. 

John does admit that he and other Afro-American men who are leaders, are 
frequently gripped by "black,rage". 

John not only preaches with passion but projects himself as a man who is filled 
with convictions and deep feelings. He believes he has never shown any anger 
or rage toward an individual other than to a brother-in-law, which he 

He believes he coritains his feelings and 
frustrations when dealing with parishioners, especially young people. 

He described in great detail his rage against 

to be justifiable anger. 

When questioned about his display of anger as witnessed on television, he said 
his anger was directed not at the Church, but at the media itself. He felt deeply 
that the media was invading and upsetting a relationship between himself as 
pastor and his congregation. 

Living and working in the black community he deals with many people who 
use outrageous language as a t e of street code to indicate their dee feelin s 
and desire to take action. 

E. Possession of Fire Arms. 
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Since a teen-ager, John has been in possession of a 12 gauge shot gun. He was 
raised with farmers and hunters. He still uses his fishing equipment on some 
vacations and fire arms to go hunting on other vacations in the South. 

As a public person who is known for trying to get rid of hand guns, he cannot 
believe someone would question his possession of a shot gun he has had for 
years. 

f. Problems with Alcohol. 

"I have never been a drinker, I have never drunk that much". 
Because of his-John has been cautioned that drinking alcohol is not 
good for his condition. Besides, he has never been attracted to drinking or 
finds it necessary in social gatherings. 

Any friends or family members who know John would testify that he is not a 
drinker, let alone has a problem with alcohol.. 
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DRAFT 

June 16, 1998 

Dear Bernadette, 

Since I wrote to you on May 19, 1998 regarding the Supplementary Review of 
Reverend John Calicott, conducted by your Professional Fitness Review Board on 
May 16, 1998, some progress has been made. 

The Vicars for Priests, Father Dan Coughlin and Father Larry McBrady, have met 
with Father Calicott and they have investigated the matters brought to my attention by. 

and the Review Board. I am satisfied with their report and will 
now proceed with further steps in the ministerial evaluation of Father Calicott's pastorate 
before reappointing him to another term as pastor. 

It would be helpful if your Board would review its protocol for Father Calicott 
at your June meeting. A revised protocol and the Board's recommendations on -

and other suggestions would be helpful. If I can have these by the end of 
this month, I will present this material to John personally within the next month and 
review his entire situation before determining the next steps in his ministerial evaluation. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance in 
this matter. 

Ms Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 6061 I 

Sincerely your in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley Director of Legal Services 
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Memorandum 

To: Cardinal George 

From: Rev. Daniel Coughlin 

Date: June I&, 199& 

Re: Next steps in John Calicott case 

Attached is a draft letter to be sent to Bcnadcttc Connolly, Administrator or the Professional 
Fitness Review Board. It acknowledges you have received the report from this Office on the matters 
brought to your attention. 

~:':::: .. 
:::::·:·:::::. 

/ {~1~:proposi11g the following as the next steps in the process: 

·:; ;;;; Hl):: The Review Board revise John Calicott's protocol. In consultation with our Office, 
; .j'jappropriatc recommendations arc made for John's continuing-. Hopefully, this is 

: : :: : y all in your hands by the end or June. 

::;:: m: /~@In July you have a meeting with John Calicott yoursclr to review concerns raised by. 
:TH: /}'. and exhort John to adhere to the protocol and cooperate with the 

,,,,,,,, .... · Review Board. 

Larry McBrady and I reel that John is very adept at working a situation to his benefit. We also 
believe that only way to make this work is for you to "Hold John's Feet to the Fire." Specifically, we 
suggest that you tell John )'OU will be asking him every six months ir he is remaining faitl1fol to the 
protocol. At least for the first year. (' 

1 
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l . . 
June 18, 1998 

3) If you arc personally satisfied, I suggest at the same meeting you express the 
risk you arc taking, yet the trust you place in John. Then assure him, you arc 
~cqucsting the Q!.{lina~ process of ministerial evaluation to take place. 
When the process is finished, you will seek council from the Episcopal Vicar 
and his Dean as well as the Placement Board. Only then will .you write a letter 
extending his assignment for another term as pastor of Holy Angels. 

4) Aller the meeting with John, the Office for Ministerial Evaluation is informCIJ 
to begin its regular process. 

5) When all the data has been reviewed and final recommendations arc made to 
you, perhaps you may want to consult with PCAC on the implications of your 1 
decision and any possible media attention. 

2 
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Office of lhc Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

ARCHDIOCESE C_)F CHICACO 

June 23, 1998 

Post OffiO) Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Since I wrote to you on May 19, ·1998 regarding the Supplementary Review of Reverend 
John Calicott, conducted by your Professional Fitness Review Board on May 16, 1998, some 
progress has been made. 

The Vicars for Priests, Father Dan Coughlin and Father Larry McBrady, have met with 
Father Calicott and they have investigated the matters brought to my attention by. 

- and the Review Board. I am satisfied with their report and will now 
~steps in the ministerial evaluation of Father Calicott's pastorate before 
reappointing him to another term as pastor. 

It would be helpful if your Board would review its protocol for Father Calicott at your 
June meeting. A revised protocol and the Board's recommendation on 
and other suggestions would be helpful. Ifl can have these by the end of this month, I will 
present this material to John personally within the next month and review his entire situation 
before determining the next steps in his ministerial evaluation. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance in this 
matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, ~ 

~~ ~~ {~'-Yl~ 
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. /) -
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior Street, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

CC: Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCFSE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNF.SS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting Saturday, Jone 'J:I, 1998 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Office of Professional ~ Review 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minmes 
· A. The Review Board formally approved the May 16, 1998 Minutes. 

II. Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of P.FR-13. John Calicott 

B. 

c . 

Cardinal George requested the Board review Fr. Calicott's individual and specific protocol. 
In particular, the Cardinal requested recommendations regarding Fr. Calicott's••• 
The Board disamed and reviewed Fr. Calicott's 

Fr. Calicott's ••Ii 
Deces&u")' • 

The Board recommended that Fr. Calicott···· 
at least once a week. The Board also recommended 

The Board agned to consuJt with 

within three months to determine if - is 

.ID. Other Mattel's 
The BoanJ met with and Father Paprocki to ~ the PFR. Administrator's 
ismles and concerm. (Quote of the meeting: "If it's not broken, why ru: it.") 

Our next regularty-schedukd meeting is JulJ 18, 1998. 
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Offi" of Profm;o"'l fonm R<~<w AR.CHIJIOC •. ~ Of CHICAGO 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago. IL 60611 

Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Your Eminence: 

July 1, 1998 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on June 27, 1998. The Board 
conducted a Supplementary Review in the matter of Reverend John Calicott. 

In compliance with your request, the Board reviewed Fr. Calicott's Individual and 
Specific Protocol. Attached is the Revised Protocol which indicates recommendations 
regarding . Please note Nos. 2 and 3. The Review 
Board hopes this Revised Protocol is helpful to you when you meet with Fr. Calicott this 
month. 

If you have any questions, please let us know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
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Prot.13 (Pg 3) 

lNDIVIDUAL AND SPEClFIC PROTOCOL, REVISED 

REVEREND JOHN CALICOTT 

1. Father Calicott agrees never to be in the presence of a minor without another responsible adult 
present. 

2. 

3. 

4. father Calicott agrees to meet with his spiritual director at least two times each month. 

5. father Calicott agrees to maintain a daily log book outlining his activities for the day. This log book 
must be accessible to the on-site monitor and turned in to the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator weekly. 

6. Father Calicott agrees to be accompanied on vacations outside of his residence, or on any extended 
absence (i.e. overnight or longer), by an adult companion apprnved by the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator. 

7. father Calicott agrees immediately to inform the Professional Fitness Review Administrator of any 
violations of this Revised Individual and Specific Protocol. 

8. Father Calicott understands and agrees that any modification or amenchuent to this Protocol must 
be submitted in writing to the Archbishop. After receiving permission from the Archbishop, Fr. 
Calicott will petition his request to the Professional Fitness Review Board for changes 01· modifications 
to this Protocol. The PFRl3 will make formal recommendations to the Archbishop reganling any 
changes or modifications to this Protocol. The Professional Fitness Review Administrator will inform 
Fr. Calicott of the Archbishop's decisions regarding his requests for changes to this Protocol. 

The undersigned have read and agree to the foregoing. 

Date 

Date 

Reverend John Calicott 

Bernadette Connolly, Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

:.:·::::::. 
::::-:::··· 

Bernadette Connolly 

Rev. Daniel P. Coughlinl~ 
July 14, 1998 

John Calicott's Protocol 

M;i{i;jJ~bf~t:inding is Iha I you arc slill Because of the 
ill'nefadoi;rathcr than going back to the entire Board, you have been commissioned to work with a 
~µ,~~~fui~ffilcc 011 recommending toward completing the revision of John Calicott's 
P.r<ifo¢~i/Thc Board has also su should continue now 
W\tit 

tifar~''is also an understanding that John will be . It was also 
suggested that other issues would be addressed separately by the Vicar for Priests office and added lo 
the protocol in light of the recent revelations from and investigation done on these issues 
by our office. 

Tom Paprocki said you would be sending me a written revision John's protocol. I look foiward lo 
receiving this soon so that we can make additions, Ir necessary. 

In the Cardinal's letter he slated that he wanted to speak to John about all this in July. Now the 
Cardinal is on vacation. I hope we can have all this homework done by the time he returns. 

1 
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I. 

REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, July 18, 1998 

Office of Professional Fitn~ Review 

Approval of Minutes 

A. June 27, 1998 

II. Review Board Matters 

A. 

B. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

m. Other Matters 

A. Monitoring 

Our next regularly-schedukd meeting is August 22, 1998 
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July 20, 1998 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Reverend Daniel Coughlin 

Bernadette Connolly\v 

Your Memo dated July 14, 1998~ re John Calicott's Protocol 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-99-1-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

On July 1, 1998, the Vicars were copied on a fotter I sent to Cardinal George relative to 
a Revised Protocol for John Calicott. Enclosed is another co1>y of this correspondence for 
your files. 

H there is any other information you need to have, plea~ let me know. 

cc: Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

·;. .. ·~ ....................... , ........... , . ., ........... , ' 
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Offi" of Profmioo•I "'"'~ R<~<w ARCHDIQCi CHICAGO 
~u~::t5~~p~rior · ..... · . 

Chicago, IL 60611 

Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Cardinal George: 

August 10, 1998 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Enclosed is a copy of and Fr. Calicott's Revised 
Protocol. I have incorporated Protocol restrictions from the Vicar for Priests Office. 
Please note No. 4. It is my understanding that you will be meeting with Fr. Calicott on 
September 3, 1998. 

It is our hope that, after your meeting with Fr. Calicott, the Vicar for Priests, Fr. 
Daniel Coughlin, and myself will meet with Fr. Calicott to discuss his Protocol and to 
answer any questions he may have. 

Again, if you should have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
llev. Daniel Coughlin 

Vicar for Priests 
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?ROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD MINUTES-AUGUST 22, 1998 

MEMBERS PRESEN · 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Fr. Thomas Paprocki 
Bernadette Connolly 

-
1) Approval of Minutes 

The Board approved the June minutes with one deletion as noted. 

2) Review Board Matters 
A. The board formally recommended········ to serve on the PFRB. -will 

be replacing position. 

B. Monitoring Program - The board reviewed our current policies and procedures of our monitoring 
program. Discussion focused on the PFRA responsibilities and expectations regarding the 
monitoring of our priests. Suggestions regarding on site visits, telephone calls, and face to face 
contact was discussed. It was recommended that the Board review each case file focusing on 
these specific issues. The Board also suggested that they meet with the Vicar for Priests and 
Victims Assistance Mininstry for clarification of the expectations of the Administrator's position 
in the monitoring program. 

C. Matter of PFR-13 John Calicott - The Board reviewed Fr. Calicott's protocol. The Administrator 
informed the Board that a meeting with Fr. Calicott and Cardinal George is scheduled for 
September 1998. 

D. 

E. Search Committee to replace PFRA - The Board discussed membership for the search committee 
The committee will meet to review the PFRA job description. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for September 19, 1998 at 10:00 am. 
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Memo to the File 
From: D. Coughlin 
Re: John Calicott 
Date: Sept. 3, 1998 

Met with John and the Cardinal this morning at the Cardinal's 
House. 

The cardinal and I were both surprised that John had no information 
regarding the changes in his protocol or any information regarding 
llllilllllllllllll. The Cardinal presumed that this information would 
have been given him before this meeting. 'l'hat way this meeting 
would have been more in the nature of "bringing about some 
closeure". 

the two new elments or changes in 
- which seemed OK with John. 

2 

After John's reaction to 
protocol) item, the Cardinal 
deleted from the proposal. 
determined in the future by 
PFRBd. 

wanted the firs 
Thus leaving to be 

in consultation with the 

After pointing out that now Mary Yunger' s regular process of 
evaluation would go into action, I left the room so that John and 
the Cardddinal could talk in private. 

*** 
Later I called PFRBd Adim office to register the change in the 
protocol and the desire to set up a meeting in which BC and I would 
sit with John and the three of us would sign the protocol. 

*** 
I also called Mary Yunger and told her that the Review/evaluation 
process should now move forward in regular manner. 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

Memorandum 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

To: Rev. Jeremiah Boland, Executive Secretary 
Priests' Placement Board 

From: Mary Yunger, Director ~ 
Office of Ministerial Evah.iatilSn 

Date: September 11, 1998 

RE: First Term Pastor Review: Rev. John Calicott 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Father Coughlin has informed me that we may begin a pastor review process for 
Father John Calicott. 

r/ 
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.· 

ON: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

MEMO 

To: Bernadette Connolly 
( -· 

From: Dan Coughliry~( 

Re: Meeting with Cardinal 

Date: September 12, 1998 

On September J, 1998, Cardinal George met with Father John Calicott 
and myself at his residence. When John entered the house for the 
meeting I was pleased that he came without his lawyer. I also noted 
that he did not have any papers with him. 

When the Cardinal arrived and began the meeting he was surprised 
that John had not received the revised, proposed protocol iri the 
mail. I frankly was a bit confused on this point. But I pushed on, 
pointing out there were only three revisionary aspects in the 
protocol. I expressed the hope that these could be discussed and a 
final draft could be agreed upon. 

The Cardinal gave a copy of the revised protocol to John. There was 
some discussion about ; but this point 
(2.) seemed quite acceptable to John. 

Regarding points 3. and 4. John .immediately said the time 
commitments would impinge on his ministry in the parish. The 
Cardinal listened. When I explained that the time commitment of 

would be determined by 
this fall, John agreed to point 4. 

Further discussion on the disa and the 
possibility of resulted in some 
rewording proposed by the Cardinal. When the Cardinal suggested 
that the first two sentences of point 3. be eliminated, John 
agreed. 

As a result of the discussion I would hope that you would revise 
the protocol as the Cardinal suggests. Then I look forward to 
meeting with you and John so that we can go over the protocol 
together and sign. Please let me know when such a meeting is 
arranged. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

The Cardinal noted that he did not need to sign the protocol. He 
also observed that he did not think the protocol had to return to 
the Professional Fitness Review Board before you, John and I sign 
the protocol with the slight revision he proposed. 

I would suggest that John receive a copy of the revised protocol 
before we meet. At the forthcoming meeting we are to have with 
John, be prepared to outline for him the arrangements in contacting 
and 

Bernadette, also know that I have already contacted Mary Yunger, 
Director of the Office of Ministerial Evaluation. She will now 
proceed with the regular process of ministerial review of John as 
pastor. This process of consultation with staff and parishioners 
will result in a recommendation made by the Episcopal Vicar to the 
Placement Board and the Cardinal. 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 14, 1998 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

Father Coughlin has informed me that it is now time to initiate your first term 
pastor review process. 

The goals of this process are: 1) to provide support by recognizing talent, naming 
gifts, offering constructive feedback, and suggesting new ways to approach situations, 
and 2) to provide some of the input upon which a decision regarding renewal or a future 
assignment may be based. 

The first step of the process is for the dean to select a review coordinator to 
manage and take responsibility for the review process. I have written Father Martin, the 
dean, to request that he make his selection within the next three weeks. When we 
receive the form indicating his selection I will write you again, to ask that you select 
another priest who will assist in the review process. At this time you will be asked to 
affirm the priest who has been selected as review coordinator. 

With this letter I am enclosing background article on the review process; an 
outline of the steps of the review process and a copy of the review feedback form which 
will be given to all parish staff and leadership and to several other representatives whom 
you will designate. 

If you have questions regarding the process I encourage you to call. It is my hope 
that the process will benefit you in your pastoral ministry. 

Sincerely, 

~ft~-
Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

Encls: (3) 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 14, 1998 

Reverend James Martin 
Dean 

MCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

St. Benedict the African Parish 
6012 S. Laflin 
Chicago, IL 6063 6 

Dear Father Martin, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

It is time to initiate the first term pastor review process for Father John W. Calicott 

As you know, the first step of the process is for the dean to select a review coordinator who will 
coordinate and take responsibility for the review process. As you select a review coordinator will you 
please ascertain his willingness to serve in this role? It's very important for the review coordinator to follow 
through with the process in a timely fashion and in a way that would provide helpful feedback for the 
pastor and the Priests' Placement Board. The target date for completing the evaluation report is March 15, 
1999. A brief outline of the role of review coordinator is enclosed for your reference. 

At this writing, I will inform Father Calicott that it is time to initiate his review process. After 
receiving your selection of the review coordinator, I will then write and request Father Calicott's selection 
of a priest to assist the coordinator with the review process. He will also be asked to affirm your selection 
of the review coordinator. 

After the coordinator and team member have been named, I will distribute the materials and 
provide in-service if they are not familiar with the process. As the process unfolds I will be available to 
assist them in their roles. 

Please mail the review coordinator's name back to my office within the next couple of weeks. 

MY/jw 

Encs: Response Form/Return Envelope 
Review Coordinator Duties 

Sincerely, 

~~u~~ 
Mary YungWDtrelitor 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
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September 14, 1998 

Rev. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

REVIEW COORDINATOR 

PARISH 

SIGN A TIJRE: Rev. James Martin, Dean 

Please return within the next three weeks to: 

Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

DATE 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 25, 1998 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

We have received a response from Father Martin, your dean, indicating his selection of the coordinator 
for your first term review. You may affirm this selection or indicate any concern you might have on the enclosed 
form. 

At this time you are asked to select a priest to work with Father Donald Ehr, S.V.D., Review Team 
Coordinator, in conducting the review. You may indicate your selection on the enclosed form. It is helpful if you 
have ascertained his willingness to assist with your review. His responsibilities would include: 

• in-service if he is unfamiliar with the process 
• reviewing the feedback and formulating the content 

of the review summary report with the review coordinator 
• and presenting the summary report to you with the review coordinator 

When the process begins, about 25-30 persons, including your staff and twelve to fifteen lay leaders and 
representative parishioners whom you designate will be asked to complete review feedback forms. The review 
coordinator will contact you after he receives the materials to set a date to meet with this group. He will review 
the process and distribute the feedback forms at that time. 

If all goes well the process takes about three to four months. It should be concluded in sufficient time 
for the Placement Board's renewal procedure. To facilitate a timely completion, please return the green form 
within the next three weeks. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
Sincerely, 

Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

Encs: Return Response/Return Envelope 

Cc: Reverend James Martin, Dean 
Reverend Donald Ehr, S.V.D., Review Team Coordinator 
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'.!5-Sep-98 

PASTOR RETURN RESPONSE 

Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

10/27/91 
Term End 

Please select the name of one priest whom you would like to serve on your 
review team. 

ALTERNATE 

The review coordinator selected by your dean/or vicar is Father Donald Ehr, 
S. V. D.. If for some reason you would prefer someone other than the above on 
your team, please notify me. 

Signature 

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE WEEKS TO: 

MARY YUNGER, DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF MINISTERIAL EVALUATION 
PO BOX 1979 
CHICAGO IL 60690-1979 

Date 
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~~O. MODE 
709 TX 

BOX GROUP D. ID 
c---i--c ._1.::::.b._1 

09/25/98 10:49 

ID=RRCHDIOCESE OF CHICRGO 

rD_R_T_E_/T~H_1E~--r-T_I_t·_1E~-t--D_I_S_T_R_N_T_S_T_R_T_I_O_N~ID~-+-P_RG_E_S~-+-R_ES_U_L_T~-t-ER_R_O_R~P_R_GE_S~~~~~-~~~L§.coDEj 
09/25 10: 49 00' 40 " 7739251010 002/002 OK [ 0000 ] 

Office uf Mini!it~rial Evalu011io11 
!'hClne: {312) 751 ·5265 

Post Office Sox 1979 
Chimgo, lllinob 6C690·19?9 

Fa)I,: (312) 751-5281 

CONFIDENTIAL 

·---------

FAXED TO: Rev. James Martin 
St. Benedict the African 

FAX #: 773-925-1010 
NO. PAGES (2) 

FROM: Office of Ministerial Evaluation/Jackie 

DATE: Sept. 25, 1998 

As previously discussed, please eign the attached form and fax to the 
-number listed above, Thank you. 
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7739251010 

09/28/1998 08:15 7739251010 ST BENEDICT AFRICAN 

ARCHDlOCESE OF C~ICAGO _. 7'739251010 

September 14, 1998 

Jlc,r. Jolan W. Ctlicott, Putor 

~everend Donald J. lhr S.V.D. 
uvnw cOOJU>INA. roa 

Saint lliz•••th Church 
.50 E. 4ht St. 

Chicago '~ S 3 
PAIUIH 

Ptea1t retun within the next three weelu to: 

Mary Yunpr, Director 
Oflke of Miaasterial Evaluation 
ARCBDIOCESI OF CllJCAGO 
PO Bo• 15''9 
Chlcaeo. IL ,O,to-I '79 

PAGE 01 
N0.'709 P002/002 
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MEM0.13 
PFR-13, John Calicott Memo to File 
Re: Meeting with Dan Coughlin & John Calicott, 9/30/98 

Today we met with John Calicott to discuss his protocol. I reviewed each protocol 
restriction with JC. Specific changes in his protocol are #s 2 & 3. John will -

Also, John will 
no longer Professional Fitness Review Administrator was confused 
about this point, but later was clear after speaking with Frs. Thomas Paprocki and Dan 
Coughlin. In January, 1999, the PFRA will meet with -and John to review the 

encourage the 
attend a Board meeting to review this matter matters -
preferably at the January Board meeting. JC was interested in doing a meeting with the 
Board. 

~~~ } \~tl~\···''}i ··:·.: . J \~-" 
~~;i..J\ ..... .J ·•... ... ,~ ....... ------ .. 
- ._.,,...,..a>''""'~• 
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INDIVIDUAL AND SPECIFIC PROTOCOL, REVISED 
for 

REVEREND JOHN CALICOTT 

Prol.13 (Pg 3) 

1. Father Calicott agrees never to be in the presence of a minor without another responsible adult 
present. 

2. Father Calicott agrees to once a week. 

3. within three months to 
determine 

4. Father Calicott agrees to -5. Father Calicott agrees to at least once each month. 

6. Father Calicott agrees to maintain a daily log book outlining his activities for the day. This log book 
must be accessible to the on-site monitor and turned in to the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator weekly. 

7. Father Calicott agrees to be accompanied on vacations outside of his residence, or on any extended 
absence (i.e. overnight or longer), by an adult companion approved by the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator. 

8. Father Calicott agrees immediately to inform the Professional Fitness Review Administrator of any 
violations of this Revised Individual and Specific Protocol. 

9. Father Calicott understands and agrees that any modification or amendment to this l'1·otocol must 
he submitted in writing to the Archbishop. After receiving permission from the Archbishop, Fr. 
Calicott will petition his request to the Professional Fitness Review Iloard for changes or modifications 
to this Protocol. The PFRB will make formal recommendations to the Archbishop regarding any 
changes or modifications to this Protocol. The Professional Fitness Review Administrator will inform 
Fr. Calicott of the Archbishop's decisions regarding his requests for changes to this Protocol. 

The undersigned have read and agree to the foregoing. 

Dale 

ccsan Professional Fitness Review 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF cmcAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, October 17, 1998 
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

98Minuts.Oct 

Other.; Present: 
Rev. Thom~ J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

II. 

A. The Review Board formally approved the August 22, 1998 and the September 19, 1998 
Minutes with one correction noted. 

B. Matter of PFR-13. John Calicott 
The Prof~onal Fitness Review Aclminmrator reported that John Calicott did sign bis 

n>tocol. Also, John Calicott will discontinue until 

C. Search Committee Report 
The Search Committee provided four (4) possible candidat~ for the replacement of the 
Prof~onal Fitness Review Administrator. 

D. Interviews 
Interviews of the four (4) candidates were held at this meeting. The Board will recommend 
a candidate(s) to Cardinal Grorge. 

Our next regularly-scheduled meeting is Saturday, November 21, 1998. As a reminder, on December 19, 1998 
Cardinal Grorge will meet with the Review Board. A luncheon will foDow. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

OH: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

October 28, 1998 

Rev. John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, lllinois 60653 

Dear John: 

On October 261
1t I saw Bernadette Connolly. She told me that you are on vacation and 

that you will return November 5ll•. 

After you get back please give me a phone call so we could get together. I would like to 
go over some aspects of the six year review with you. 

I hope you are having a great time with wonderful weather and good friends and family. 

sincer 7"" in Christ. 

'iJ~. 
Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin 
Vicar for Priests 

tm 
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January 8, 1999 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

FILE 

KATHLEEN LEGGDAS-1)_ 

PFR-13 

I received a call today from 

-called regarding JC's request that they both meet with the Professional Fitness 
Review Board to discuss 

At the meeting on November 28, 1998, attended by Bernadette Connolly, Fr. Dan Coughlin 
(Vicar for Priests) and myself, John Calicott was asked to send me a letter requesting that 
he and be placed on the agenda for the January 16, 1999 Professional Fitness 
Review Board meeting. 

As of today, no letter has been received from Fr. Calicott. The conversation with -
-was to clarify function of the Board. I told him we were waiting for Fr. Calicott's 
written request. 
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January 11, 1999 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

FILE 

KATHLEEN LEGGDAS11 

PFR-13 

............... 

I spoke with Fr. John Calicott today regarding his request to meet with the Professional 
Fitness Review Board and . Fr. Calicott is meeting with .. 
-today. 

I reminded Fr. Calicott that I am waiting for his letter requesting to meet with the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator and stating the specific reasons why he is 
requesting to meet with the Board members personally. 

He assured me that the letter would be sent to me sometime next week so that he and • 
- can be scheduled for the February 20, 1999 RB meeting. 
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I. 

REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, January 16, 1999 

Office of Prof~ooal Fitness Review 

Approval of Minutes 

A. November 21, 1998 

B. December 19, 1998 

Il. Review Board Matters 

A. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

B. 

m. Other Matters 

A. Office Coverage 

Our next regularly-schedaled meeting is Febnuuy 20, 1999 

99.Ageuda.Jan 
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Others Present: 

AKCHDI~ OF CHICAGO 
PRO~ONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, January 16, 1999 
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

Off"ice of Profesnonal Fitness Review 

Rev. 1bomas Paprocki Kathleen Leggdas 

I. Approval of Minutes given for: 

A. November 21, 1998 
B. December 19, 1998 

D. Review Board Matters 

A. John Calicott, PFR-13 

B. 

c. 

Discussion of John CalicoU's request to meet with Professional Fitness Review 
Board. Administrator spoke with JC and to clarify is.mfs 
to be disa&ed with Board. Next steps: JC to write letter to PFR Board stating 
intent and ismes to be ad~ to Board. • to nn•..,.,,... 

(Tentatively scheduled for Board agenda for 2/20/99. 
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m. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

99Miouts..Jao 
Page Two 

B. PFRA job n:spomibility extended to include aDegatiom of sexual misconduct with 
minors and/or adults for lay employees or the Archdiocese. 

Nat regularly-scheduled meeting is February 20, 1999. 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

February 3, 1999 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Reverend Donald Ehr, S.V.D. 
Review Team Coordinator 
St. Elizabeth Parish 
50 E. 41 St. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Ehr, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Since you are already familiar with the first term pastor review process, I am sending you the materials for 
Father Calicott's review. I am sending Father James Martin, the other team member, a copy of the process 
to review as well. Please contact him when you are ready to initiate the process. We anticipate that the 
process will take about 4 months, so the target date for completion is June 5, 1999. 

As you know, the first step in the process is for you to call Father Calicott in order to schedule a time to 
meet with the parishioners and staff members who will complete review feedback (appraisal) forms. At that 
meeting, you will explain the review process and disseminate the forms (TM duties# 2 & 3). 

An important part of this parish meeting is to emphasize who receives the information and what is done 
with it. Succinctly, the raw data is given to you and the priest working with you. The two of you review 
that data and then summarize it in a report. The report is shared with the Pastor, Vicar, Dean, and the 
Priests' Placement Board. Completed review feedback forms are only shared with the pastor if the 
individual has given permission. The Placement Board, Vicar, and Dean use the information that is 
garnered in making their recommendation to Cardinal George regarding a second term. It should be 
emphasized that the information participants have given is important, but at the same time it is not the sole 
determining factor regarding the pastor's continuance, etc. In other words, each of these agencies and 
individuals has had other experiences with the pastor. 

It is also important to establish a deadline with those who are completing the forms. I suggest that you give 
them about 2 weeks to complete the forms. As you can tell by the return envelopes, the completed forms are 
returned to my office. The purpose of this is to keep a check on the progress of the evaluation process. The 
forms will then be forwarded to you in an ongoing basis. 

Another dimension was added to the process in 1996. The review feedback form has been modified for use 
as a self-review form. A copy of the form is included in Father Calicott's packet (the blue folder). Please 
ask him to complete the self-review and return it to you. Also, please consider his responses as you review 
the returns by noting his responses in the second column on the tabulation form (pp. 16-21). 
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The review process is an important way of serving the Church and your colleagues in pastoral ministry. 
The overall purpose of the evaluation process is to be supportive and helpful. Through the process pastors 
receive a sense of what they have accomplished as well as feedback on ways in which they might improve 
their ministry. 

Again, thank you for your willingness to serve in this process. If you have additional questions after you 
have reviewed the materials, please feel free to call. 

MY/jw 

Enc. 30 Review Feedback Forms/Envelopes 
1 Pastor Information Packet 
1 Coordinator Information Packet 

cc: Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor 

Sincerely, 

Mary Yunger, Di;.::ctor 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO «: ((» [p lf 
& Post Office Box 1979 Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

~~ Chk,go, mm.,;.;"°"" i m 

February 3, 1999 

Reverend James Martin 
St. Benedict the African (West) 
6012 S. Laflin 
Chicago, IL 60636 

Dear Father Martin, 

I am sending you the team member's information packet for Father John W. 
Calicott's first term pastor review. The feedback forms and pastor packet were sent to the 
team coordinator, Father Donald Ehr, S.V.D., at the time of this mailing as well. He will 
contact you prior to initiating the process. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this process. If you have questions after 
reviewing the materials, please feel free to call. 

Sincerely, 

}IL~ &~<r-
Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

1-IY/jw 

Enc: 

Cc: Reverend Donald Ehr, S.V.D., Review Team Coordinator 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

February 3, 1999 

Reverend John Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

ARCHDIOCESE.' GllCAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Since both of the members of your review team have had experience with the review process, the 
materials and information packets have been sent by mail to Father Ehr and Father Martin. 

I believe that Father Ehr, Review Team Coordinator, will be contacting you in the near future to 
arrange a meeting with the staff and parishioners who will be completing the review feedback forms. He 
will ask you for a list of the staff and parish leaders, as well as others, whom you are asking to complete 
the forms. 

Father Ehr will review the pastor's packet of information with you. Included in the packet is a blue 
self-assessment form, which you are encouraged to complete and return to him. 

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have questions as the process unfolds. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

~r 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

cc: Reverend Donald Ehr, SYD, Review Team Coordinator 
Reverend James Martin, Dean/Team Member 
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MESSAGE CONFIRMATION 
02/03/99 15:46 
ID=ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

NO. MODE BOX GROUP D.ID 
163 TX 5265 

DATE/TIME TIME DISTANT STATION ID PAGES RESULT ERROR PAGES 
02/03 15:46 00'44" 7736248393 

Fax 
Toi Rev. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

FaXJ (773) 624-8393 

Phon.a (773) 624-5375 

002/002 OK 

Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Pastoral Center 
155 E .. Superior Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60611 
(312) 751-5265 

From1 Mary Yunger, Director 

Datr. Febl'Uary 3, 1999 

FAX: (312) 751-5281 

Father Jim Martin has Informed me that he has agreed to serve es the team member for your first term 
pastor review process. As a matter of record, please sign and return the attached written confirmation 
and we will proc.eed wllh the process. 

Thank you! 

S.CODE 
0000 
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02/03/99 :5:46 ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO~ 7736248393 N0.163 P002/002 

3-Pob-99 

PASTOR RETURN RESPONSE 

Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

10/27191 
Term Ead 

Father Donald Ehr, SVD, was selected by your dean to serve as the Review Team Coordinator for 
your first term pastor review process. If for some reason you would prefer someone other than the 
person named, please notify me. 

I confirm that I have selected Rev. James Martin of St. Benedict the African parish to 
serve as the team member for my first term pastor review process. 

.PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE WEEKS TO: 

MARV YUNGER. DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF MlNISTERIAL EV ALVA TION 
PO BOX 1979 
CHIC.\CO IL '0690-1979 
Fax: (312) 751·5281 

1 ~1a1·e4 Ifft 
Pak 
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1f0£<Y Jl!N<]P.£S 

'l(atMeen Le99aas 
<Professiona( 'Fitness 'l{eview <Boar/ 
.Jlrcliaiocese of Cliicago 
676 !Nortfi St. Cfair 
Suite 1910 
Cliicago, I(finois 60611 

<Dear 'l(ptfileen, 

CJJ.T.l{O£IC CJ{V<BJY{ 
<J(rvenma <fattier C}W6ert. 'M.iller, Co4'astor 
<R.;verena<fatlier Jolin W. Caficott, <Pastetr 

<[e{epfwne: 773.624.5375 <fa.JG 773.624.8393 

Pe6ruary 11, 1999 

<;race atuf peace in our Lora atuf Savior Jesus Clirist. 

'l(atfifeen, pkase consid'er tliis a Jonna{ request for atuf me to meet witli tlie 
mem6ers of tlie <Professiona( 'Fitness CJ{eview <Board at tlieir ne.~ regufarfy sclieaufea meeting. 

If you fee£ tfiat tliere are some specific issues wfticli you fee£ -atuf I sfiouU alaress, 
lo not liesitate to contact me. 

1fopitl{J tfiat tliitlfJS continue to 90 weff witli you and witfi cordia{ 6est wislies, I am, 

607 <£. Oafisvooa <Boufevara Cliicano, Iffmois 6065 3 
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Office of the Chancellor 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

MEMORANDUM 

File 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor ~ 
February 20, 1999 

Rev. John Calicott- Review Board Meeting 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Father John Calicott and came to meet today with 
the Review Board. Father Calicott asks that be dropped from his protocol 
and that other aspects of the protocol be modified, e.g. monitoring. 

The Board deferred making a recolnmendation pending receipt of a written report 
from-. 
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Others Present 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, February 20, 1999 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

MINUTES 

99min.feb 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki 
Rev. John Calicott 

Kathleen Leggdas Ralph Bonaccorsi, V AM 

I. Approval of Minutes given for: 
January 16, 1999 
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E. 

F. 

G. 
came to meet with the Review Board . 

••••• be dropped from his protocol and that other 
aspects of the protocol be modified, eg., monitoring. JC is currently 

The Board 
def erred making a recommendation pending receipt of a written report from •• 

III. Discussion with Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Ralph described services provided to survivors and families of sexual 
misconduct. His approach is to serve as and provide resources to individuals, 
families, and parish groups effected by an incident. He said that 
approximately 30% of his cases include family members. 

He and his staff make every effort to be present when an incident is reported. 
This role is that of non-judgmental support . A representative of V AM 
is usually present when a new allegation is taken by the PFRA. 

IV. Other Business 
A. Discussion focused on PFR files as reviewed by - and Kathleen 

Leggdas. Suggestions included the following: 
* A running log of all client contacts with PFRA 
* A bi-annual review of files with a report to the Board regarding contacts, 

status, etc. 
B. Monitoring Program also discussed. Monitoring Committee will be reconvened 

by PFRA in March of 1999. 
C. Discussion of "Report on the Continued Diligence of the Seminary System" was 

deferred to March 20, 1999, at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
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MEMO TO FILE: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

PFR-13 
Kathleen Leggdas 
John Calicott 
February 23, 1999 

Summary of discussion from Professional Fitness Review Board, February 20, 1999. 

Father John Calicott and came to meet with the Review Board 
today. Father Calicott asks that be dropped from his protocol and that 
other aspects of the protocol be modified, e.g. monitoring. 

The Board def erred making a recommendation pending receipt of 

,. 
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25-Sep-98 

PASTOR RETURN RESPONSE 

Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

10/27/91 
Term End 

Please select the name of one priest whom you would like to serve on your 
review team. 

The review coordinator selected by your dean/or vicar is Father Donald Ehr, 
S.V.D .. If for some reason you would prefer someone other than the above on 
your team, please notify me. 

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE WEEKS TO: 

MARY YUNGER, DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF MINISTERIAL EVALUATION 
PO BOX 1979 
CHICAGO IL 60690-1979 
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Review Board Meeting 
Saturday, March 20, 1999 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes 
February 20, 1999 

II. Review Board Matters 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

III. Other Matters 

A. Archiving files, retention schedule 

B. Meiliiiilllii· Legal Services and PFR 

C. Adult/Lay cases 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is April 17, 1999 
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Office or Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. SI. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Members Present: 

Other's Present: 

Rev. T. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Kathleen Leggdas, PFRA 

I. Approval of Minutes: 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Professional Fitness Review Board 

Meeting, Saturday, March 20, 1999 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

February 20, 1999 Minutes approved with one correction in 
spelling for-

II. Review Board Matters: 

A. 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

fax (312) 751-5279 

Corrections to the Minutes 
of March 20, 1999 
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B. 

c. 

D. 

-2-
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E. 

F. John Calicott, PFR-13 

Written report not yet received from No further protocol 
recommended changes to be made until Professional Fitness Review Board receives 
the report. 

III. Other Matters: 

A. 

B. 

c. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is on Saturday, April 17, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. 

-3-
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ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 19ast IStt~eriar 
Saile 564 
~hiza8"• u fOall 

676 N. St. Clair 
Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

March 26, 1999 

Reverend Robert Miller 
Holy Angels Rectory 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Miller, 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

My name is Kathleen Leggdas (my card is enclosed) . I have 
replaced Bernadette Connolly as Administrator of the 
Professional Review Office. 

As in most cases, changes result in yet more changes. Effective 
immediately, I would like you to begin usin9 the enclosed 
"Monthly Monitor Report" in place of the one you have been 
using. Continue to send them to our office and to my attention. 

If you have questions please contact me. Thank you in advance 
for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

X,e;:e,_,.< .L 00,,d~ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Admin. 

KL/lnp 

Enclosure: 

cc: Rev. John Calicott, Pastor Holy Angels 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOG' Q-llCAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Reverend John Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

May 17, 1999 

Since coming to Chicago it has been my hope to spend more time becoming better 
acquainted with the priests of our local Church. During the past year I have scheduled a 
number of gatherings of ten to twelve priests each to make this hope a reality. 

With this in mind I wish to invite you to the Residence on Sunday evening June 6, 
1999 from 7:30 p.m. to around 9:00 p.m. My intention is just to have an informal 
gathering of some priests for conversation, without any set agenda. 

Please RSVP Sister Ann McCahill in my office (312-751-8230) as to your 
availability. I hope you can join us for this evening. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Post Offin~ I.lox 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

June 4, 1999 

Reverend John Calicott 
Holy Angels Church 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear John: 

Congratulations on celebrating the Silver Jubilee of your Ordination to 
the Priesthood. It is a great tribute to you and a joy for the entire Church to be 
able to celebrate twenty-five years of dedicated priestly ministry. 

Over the past twenty-five years, you have touched many people 
wherever you have served. I am sure that the people in these places are 
deeply grateful for the many ways that you have been a true representative of 
Christ in your priestly ministry over the years. 

John, on behalf of the Archdiocese, I thank you for your priestly 
ministry. I pray that God will bless you with many more years of happiness 
and fulfillment as a priest. 

With cordial best wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 
____.. 
/e-µ,, 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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FOR."\{ . .\ 

Pastor: Rev. John Calicott Date : _ __:A..:::U::.:QU~S:..::t'-"'1~0'...>.-~1""'9""'9...,.q _____ _ 

Parish: 
Holy Angels Episcopal Vicar: Joseph Perry 

Address: 607 E. Oakwood Blvd Dean:_~J~a=m=e=s~M~ar~t=i=n'---------

Evaluation Team: 1. Rev. Donald J. Ehr 

2. Rev. James Martin 

The appraisal forms were filled out by the following: 

Staff Member\Position Parish Leader or Parishioner\Posilion 

Rev. Robert Miller, Associate Pastor ..._, Schoolboard chair 

Deacon Jasper Roy 

Sister Marj ta ~ller, OSf DRE 

lay minister 
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MESSAGE CONFIRMATION 
08/19/99 16:02 

ID=ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

HO. MODE BO>< GROUP D. ID 
112 TX 5255 

DATE/TIME TIME D!SrnHT srnTIOH ID PAGES RESULT ERROR PAGES 
0'.3/19 15: 02 00' 21" 3125424933 001/001 OK 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Mlnlsterlal Evaluation 

P.O. Sox 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

Phone: (312) 751·5285 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

FAX MEMORANDUM 

Rev. Dan Coughlin 

Mary Yunger 

August19,1999 

Status of Fr. Calicott'& Review 

FAX # 642-4933 

TOTAL. PAGES: 2 

Father Ehr, coordinator for Fr. Calicott's review is on vacation until Aug. 30. I'll 
call him when he returns. 

S.CODE 
0000 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

ARCHDIOC' CHICJ\GO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

TO: OFFICE OF MINISTERIAL EVALUATION 

THE PASTOR REVIEW FOR fu .µ Cktt IS COMPLETE. 

/'SIGNA 

IT WAS SHARED WITH TIIE PASTOR ON -do~ t;, L 9 9 '! 

IT WAS SENT TO: 

EPISCOPAL VICAR ON 

PLACEMENT BOARD ON 

DEAN ON 

/~J',l'f?? 
~~lf'lf 
>~ivi (J./9Y9 

DATE 

DATE 

9. 8. pc; 
DATE 
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St. Elizabeth Catholic Church 
Serving the Grand Boulevard Community Since 1885 

50 East 41st Street Chicago, IL 60653 773-268-1518 

September 8, 1999 

Mary Yunger 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
P.O. Boxox 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Mary, 

Enclosed you will find a signed copy of the six year evaluation report for Father John 
Calicott. 

I'm sorry that it took so long to complete this task. 

If there is anything I have omitted doing, please contact me, or if there are other forms to 
complete, please let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

£µta_d{)t£ J. )/4J f 

Rev. Donald J. Ehr, SYD 

cc: Bishop Joseph Perry 
Rev. Jeremiah Boland 
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Rev. John Calicott 
Pastor, Holy Angels Church 

Six Year Evaluation 

Part I - Statistical Data 

All in all fifteen people completed and returned their review forms. They were 
···-·pretty· evenly spread-between -parish organization leaders ( 5), members of parish 

organizations (8), staff members ( 4), and parishioners (5). Obviously, many of 
the respondents saw themselves in more than one category. 

Thirteen said that they have known Fr. John over four years. 

Two forms came in too late to be included in the final tabulations. However, a 
perusal of these two forms does not cast any new light on Fr. John's ministry. 

Part II - Summary Report 
1) overview 

Every respondent was highly enthusiastic about Fr. John as their pastor, 
and saw him very positively as teacher, preacher, administrator and guide. 
One called him a "consummate shepherd", another "the best pastor I have ever 
known". 

The data did not reveal any pastoral or personal limitations. The general 
perception was that his health is good. 

2) Areas of strength - growth: 

As a teacher: He is seen as an enthusiastic supporter of education and young 
people, esp. young black men. He collaborates well with the school and school 
board. An area of growth suggested: teenage monthly meetings with parents 
invited periodically. 

As Spiritual Guide: He is especially liked for his impressive and stimulating 
homilies, which are down-to-earth and filled with real life situations. He makes 
people feel comfortable, yet stimulated and involved. People feel his genuine 
concern for them. 

As Community Leader and Counselor: Fr. Calicott is seen as very supportive 
of the parish's outreach ministries and is praised as an active leader in community 
issues. Need for improvement was noted with regard to inactive members and 
new families in the parish. 
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As Organizational Leader: He is clearly seen as one who gets the parish job 
done, but not at the expense of people. The only area where improvement was 
suggested: building maintenance. 

B. Review Feedback - Parish 

Holy Angel's strengths are many. Its large school and strong parish life make it 
one of the most prominent Black Catholic churches in the U.S. Fr. John has 
brought great Gospel music, strong preaching and a sense of unity and community 

.. .which.should make-it-even.better, 

Holy Angels has also become very involved in the community through its 
neighborhood development corporation (in partnership with Blackwell Memorial 
AME and St. Elizabeth) to build new homes in the Greater Grand Boulevard area. 

The current modernization of the rectory and proposed repairs to the church will 
also make it easier for the pastor and people in the future. 

Holy Angels' weaknesses are those common to all Black Catholic churches: 
struggling with enough monies to accomplish its goals, and membership growth. 
Some reported that older organization leadership has not always responded to 
Father John, but he has skillfully tried to work with them toward his vision. 

C. Overall Themes 

It is clear from these responses_ and their data that Fr. John has captured the hearts 
of his people at Holy Angels. They all support him enthusiastically and totally, 
and see iQ- him an ideal pastor who teaches well and clearly, preaches with power 
and genuinely cares about each and every one. 

This has had a major impact on the self-image of the parish. While there is still 
work to be done in consolidating all the parish interests and organizations, there is 
genuine contentment and satisfaction in the parish. Holy Angels parishioners and 
leadership have great pride in who they are. 

D. Special Concerns 

With the modernization of the rectory and the repairs to the church 
underway, there does not seem to be any great need or concern that requires 
special Archdiocesan action. 
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E. Conclusion 

Given the data and the tenor of the responses we recommend Father John Calicott 
for a second term at Holy Angels. 

September 8, l 999 

September 8, l 999 

September 8, l 999 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 10, 1999 

Reverend Donald Ehr S.V.D. 
Review Team Coordinator 
St. Elizabeth Parish 
50 E. 41 St. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Ehr, 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

I recently received the return form indicating Father John Calicott's first term pastor review is 
complete, and that copies of the summary report were sent to the vicar and dean. I have also been 
informed that the Priests' Placement Board received their copy of the report as well. Thank you so much 
for the time, thought, and care which you gave to the process. I'm sure the task was not easy given your 
other responsibilities and commitments. I appreciate your investment in the process 

I hope that the review of ministry was a beneficial experience for you and for Father Calicott. 

Continued blessings in your ministry. 

With appreciation, 

Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 10, 1999 

Reverend James Martin 
Review Team Member 
St. Benedict the African 
6012 S. Laflin 
Chicago, IL 60636 

Dear Father Martin, 

ARCHDIOG' CHICAGO 
COPV 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

I recently received the return form indicating Father Calicott's first term pastor review is 
complete, and that copies of the summary report were sent to the vicar and dean. I've also been informed 
that the Priests' Placement Board received their copy of the summary report as well. Thank you so much 
for your time, thought, and the care that you gave to the process. I appreciate your investment in the 
process. 

Continued blessings in your ministry. 

With appreciation, 

~[ 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

d~f.,, }-' ~ r ·~ <f""~ ~ ,<-.J 

~ M~~-
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Diocesan Priests' Personnel 
Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland/Executive Sec. 
312-751-5270 

Dear John, 

September 13, 1999 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

FAX 312-751-5281 

On October 27, 1997 you completed your first term as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. 
The members of the Placement Board hope you found the years both 
challengin_g and rewarding. 

Now that your evaluation is completed, the Board can conclude this process. If 
you choose to apply for a second term as pastor, we ask you to write to the 
Placement Board with your formal request. After we receive your written request, 
your Vicar and Dean will be consulted, and upon receipt of their letters the Board 
will make a formal recommendation to the Cardinal. 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions concerning 
this process, please do not hesitate to call me at (312) 751-5270. 

JMB/ljb 

Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Diocesan Priests' Personnel '" ,, 
Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland/Exerutive Sec. '<,, / 
312-751-5270 '', ,' 

September 16, 1999 

Dear John, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

FAX 312-751-5281 

On October 27, 1997 you completed your first term as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. 
The members of the Placement Board hope you found the years both 
challenging and rewarding. 

Now that your evaluation is completed, the Board can conclude this process. If 
you choose to apply for a second term as pastor, we ask you to write to the 
Placement Board with your formal request. After we receive your written request, 
your Vicar and Dean will be consulted, and upon receipt of their letters the Board 
will make a formal recommendation to the Cardinal. 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions concerning 
this process, please do not hesitate to call me at (312) 7 51-5270. 

M. Boland 

acement Board 

JMB/ljb 

Reverend John Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60653 
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Office of Profes.slonal Filness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, D.. 60611 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
September 18, 1999 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes of August 21. 1999. 

II. Case Reviews: 

A. 

B. 

C. Matter of PFR-13, Rev. John Calicott 
Supplementary Review 

D. 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

III. Review of Individual Specific Protocols in light of Ad Hoc Monitoring Committee 
recommendations. 

IV. Other Matters. 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Board Members Present: 

Board Members Absent: 

Others Present: 

ARCHDl 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
September 18, 1999 

MINUTES 

(3U)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fu (312)751-5279 

Rev. Tom Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

I. Approval of August 21, 1999 meeting minutes 

II. Case Reviews 

A. 
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PFR MINlITES - September 20, 1999 
Page2 

B. 

C. Matter of Rev. John Calicott, PFR-13 

The Review Board conducted a Supplementary Review as requested by Fr. 
Calicott in Febru~ommendations were postponed pending 
receipt of report by-

The Board considered each recommendation separately and approved the 
following: 

The Board recommended that Fr. Calicott continue to··········· 
; continue to maintain daily log; continue on-site monitor; continue 

notification to PFRA of overnight/extended absences from the parish. 
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PFR MINlITES - September 20, 1999 
!'age2 

D. 

III. Review oflndividual Specific Protocols deferred. 

IV. Other Matters. 

A. 

B. Cardinal George will attend the December 18, 1999 Review Board Meeting. 

c. 

D. Three Board Members have consented to serve an additional term, per Father 
Paprocki: 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is October 16, 1999. 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Memo to File: PFR-13 

ARCH DICX::ESE OF CHICAGO 

Memorandum 

From: 
Re: 

Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 
John Calicott 

Date: September 20, 1999 

~~~v 
~~uu 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

Summary of discussion for Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on September 20, 1999: 

The Review Board conducted a Supplementary Review as requested by Fr. ~of 
this year. Final reconunendations were postponed pending receipt of report by-

The Board considered each reconunendation separately and approved the following: 

The Board recommended that Fr. Calicott continue to •••••••••••••••• 
continue to maintain daily log; continue on-site monitor; continue notification to PFRA of overnight/ 
extended absences from the parish. 
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Office or Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

September 2 l, l 999 

ARO--l DlOCESE OF CHlCAGO 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, JL 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

COPY 
(312)751-5205 

1-800-994-6200 
Fax (312)751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on September 18, 1999. lbe Board fully considered all 
oral and written reports in the matter of Rev. John Calicott. The Board conducted a Supplementary 
Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry at the request 
of Father Calicott. 

Subsequently, the Board recommended that 

The Bom·d reconunends that Father Calicott continue to 
continue to maintain a daily log; continue to have an on-site monitor and continue to notify PFRA of 
overnight/extended absences from the parish. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

./ 

... )/ .. ·71 / . . . ._ .. (·~·1·:.-:: ,,··h-z ..... --·· /\ '"~A .... -<t ... ) (:.,. ( 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas 1. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
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9f0£<Y Jf!Nf}fF.LS 
CJfT.JfOLIC CJ{V<R.CJ{ 

CJ{,C11erentf Patfier <J{p6ert :MiUer, Co4'astor 
~erentf Patfier Jolin 'W. Caficott 
fJ'efeplione: 773.624.5375 p~ 773.624.8393 
e-mait liofyangefs@liofyangefs. ccrm 

Septem6er 27,1999 

<J(/'verentf Jeremiali fM.. <Bofantf 
~cutive Secretary 
<Diocesan <Priests' <Pfacement <Boartf 
<Post Office <Bo.t 19 79 

Cliica90, IL 60090 

<Dear Jerry, 

<;race aruf peace in our Lora aruf Savior Jesus Clirist. 

<Pfease consid'er tliis a Jonna{ appfication for a secoruf tenn as pastor liere at 1fofy Jf.111Jef.s' 
<Parisli. I liave enjoyea my ministry fiere at 1fofy Jf.noef.s aruf fooVorwartf to 6eino a6fe to 
continue to 6e of service to tlie 9ootf peopfe fiere. 

'l(now tliat you aruf tfie otlier mem6ers of tfie <Pfacement CBoanf are in my prayers. 'l'fiank;you 
for tfie prayeifuf time aruf ene1lJies tliat you 9ive in mafj"IJ your recommerufations to tlie 
Cardinal 

'Witfi corataf 6est wislies, I am, Jerry, 

607 'E. Oa~ootf CBoufevara Cliica90, J{{inois 60653 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCESE' CHICAGO 

November 3, l 999 

Ms. Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Kathleen, 

c y 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, llllnols 60690-1979 

012) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337~79 

I am writing in response to your letter of September 21, 1999 regarding the matter of Father John 
Callicott, following the Supplementary Review conducted by the Review Board on September 18, 
1999. 

In light of the oral and written reports resented, I have accepted the Board's recommendation 
that 

I further acce t the Board's recommendation that Father Calicott continue to 
that he have an on-site monitor, and that he continue to notify 

e Professional Fitness Review Administrator of any overnight or extended absences from the parish. 

I am grateful to the members of the Review Board and yourself for your assistance in this matter. 

· Given at the Chancery 

~1.P~ 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

November 10, 1999 

Rev. John Calicott 
Holy Angels 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

ARCH DlOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

~·ax (312)751-5279 

On September 18, 1999, the Review Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 
1104.11 of the Policies and Procedures in order to address your request for changes in protocol. 

Cardinal George has asked me to inform you that he has acce ted the recommendation made to him 
by the Board that 

- This c ange reflects the progress you have made 

Additionally, he has accepted the Board's recommendations that you continue to 
that you continue to have an on-site monitor, and that you 

continue to notify the Professional Fitness Review Administrator of any overnight or extended 
absences from the parish. 

If you have questions, please call at your convenience. I will be calling to set up an appointment for 
Fr. Dan Coughlin and myself to meet with you and have you sign the revised protocol. 

Sincerely, 

. ':-.:;--~/_-zLtu_,,._,, ~-yyfrz~--

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Dan Coughlin 

AOC 010974 



The Individual Specific Protocol (ISP) reflects the primary goal of protecting minors and the 
integrity of the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon 
with regard to the possibility of subsequent allegations. 

Professional Fitness Review clients will be subject to appropriate restrictions and monitoring by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator throughout the life of the individual as a priest/deacon in 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

The ISP for Fr. John Calicott includes but is not limited to the following: 

1. Restricted from being alone with minors without the presence of another responsible adult. 

5. Continued daily log to be submitted to Professional Fitness Review Administrator (PFRA) 
monthly. 

6. Required to be accompanied on vacations or extended absences by an adult companion 
approved by PFRA. 

7. <?n-site monitor, Rev. Robert Miller, to complete monthly report and submit to (PFRA). 

8. Meet with PFRA twice annually. 

9. This is a working document which can be changed, altered or superceded when there is an 
indicated need to do so. 

10. In order to change this protocol, prior approval must be obtained from the Professional 
Fitness Review Board. 

j 
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ARCH Dicx::ESE OF CHICAGO 

Office or Proressional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Memo to File: 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

Memorandum 

PFR-13 
Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator /f!f!._... 
Reverend John Calicott 
January 24, 2000 

COPY 
(312)751-5205 

I ~00-994-6200 
Fax (312)751-5279 

On Friday, January 14, 2000 Rev. John Calicott, Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests and PFRA met 
to discuss the revised protocol as approved by the Fitness Review Board. Discussion focused on the 
following points of the Individual Specific Protocol. 

2. 

3. 

4. Daily log to be submitted to PFRA monthly. Fr. Calicott will use his computer generated 
calendar instead of forms from PFR office. 

5. Vacation!fravel form given to Fr. Calicott to be used for all travel. Form will list person 
with whom he is visiting instead of travel companion. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. John Calicott 

j 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Diocesan Priesrs' Personnel ,. " · 
Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland/Executive Sec. ·, / 
312-751-5270 .. ,. 

Most Reverend Joseph Perry [Vicar] 
Vicariate VI 
Post Office Box 733 
South Holland, IL 60473-0733 

Dear Bishop Perry: 

January 24, 2000 

PY 
Pose Office Box 1979 

Chicago, IL 60690 
FAX 312-751-5281 

The evaluation for Father John W. Calicott, Pastor of Holy Angels Parish, has been completed. 
The Priests' Placement Board has received a letter from John requesting a second term. Before 
making a recommendation to the Cardinal, the Board needs to know if you support his request. 

I look forward to receiving your response as soon as possible. I remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 

. Boland 

JMB/ljb 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Diocesan Priests' Personnel 
Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland/Executive Sec. 
312-751-5270 

Reverend James J Martin 
[Deanery VI-A] 
St. Benedict the African-W 
6012 S Laflin 
Chicago, IL 60636 

Dear Father Martin: 

January 24, 2000 

Pose Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

FAX 312-751-5281 

The evaluation for Father John W. Calicott, Pastor of Holy Angels Parish, has been completed. 
The Priests' Placement Board has received a letter from John requesting a second term. Before 
making a recommendation to the Cardinal, the Board needs to know if you support his request. 

I look forward to receiving your response as soon as possible. I remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 

'\.. , \ rve:J 
R/~e~ Jeremi M. Boland 
E1 ecuti e Secretary 
D1 an Priests' Placement Board 

JMB/ljb 
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607 East Oakwood Blvd 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 . 

Jfofy 7/ngefs Church 
(312) 624-5375 

Fr. John W. Calicott, Pa~tor 

. . , '(' /:' ~CcL:. LJ 7 

\

-,-----_ 111,;- . el~ }.1 ""~ <i'j, AfJi.Cf; 

\ ·. r

0

rn o 2 zoo~ tofu. @_lico& 

---------- --- - ~--- -
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Dean 

6012 South Laflin 
Chicago, Illinois 60636 
(773) 476-4831 
Fax: (773) 925-1010 

Residence: 
1818 West 71st Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60636 February 1, 2000 
(773) 925-2535 

Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Members of the Board: 

Having been part of the Evaluation Team for Fr. John 
Calicott I am most happy to support his request for a second 
term. 

The Parish is progressing under his leadership, and he is 
much loved by the people. 

Hoping that this will be of assistance both to you and to 
him. 

Sincerely, 

£ J/j~ ----··-- . ~ .' ·/l' ~----
iRev. James J. Martin 

Dean, VI-A 
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POST OFFICE Box 733 
SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473-0733 

The Reverend Jeremiah Boland 
Executive Secretary 
Diocesan Priests Personnel Board 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Father Boland, 

February 5, 2000 

Pursuant to your letter of inquiry regarding Father John W. Calicott's request for 
a second term as pastor of Holy Angels Parish, Chicago. 

I can endorse his taking a second term. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

·I- J. a-""O~~; 
Most Reverend Joseph~. Perry 
Vicar 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/11/2000 

D. 

E. Second Term Pastors: 

1. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

John Calicott '74: 
MOTION: That John Calicott '74 be recommended for a second 

term as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish (effective 
10/27/97???) 

3 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/11/2000 

E. Second Term Pastors: 

1. John Calicott '74: 
MOTION: 7-0-0 

F. 

G. 

Page 181 

That John Calicott '74 be recommended for a second 
term as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish - (effective 
10/27/97). 

5 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

February 17, 2000 

Dear Father Calicott, 

Post OffiCI! Box 1979 
Chicago, Dlinois 60690-1979 

orncE Ci 1H£ 
CHP.NCELLOR 

In light of the recommendation of the Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, which 
reflects the endorsement of your Episcopal Vicar and Dean, I am pleased to appoint you to 
serve a second term as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish, commencing immediately. Your term 
of office will be for an additional six years, but will officially remain in effect until you are 
reappointed or transferred or your successor is named. 

The support you have received for this reappointment is an indication of the fine 
pastoral leadership you have rendered to the people of Holy Angels as you have proclaimed 
the Gospel message through your time and effort these past six years. 

John, it is my hope that this will be a time of renewal for you personally as you 
continue to offer your priestly gifts with the people of God who have been entrusted to your 
care. 

~~,. f\a~~J Cit~ 
Eccl~s:§tical Notary ··. ·-

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~~~h--
Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

FATHER THOMAS J. PAPROCKI 

Tor f-. ~J 

FILE 
~cy 

~~~~~ 
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Reverend John W. Calicott 
February 17, 2000 - Page two 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend R .. P~ter Bowman, Moderator of the Curia 

. <; ' ' 

t..Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 

·, Most Reverend)oseph Peny, Vicar 
Reverend James Martin, Dean 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/25/2000 

Meeting: 
Date: 
Place: 

AGENDA 

#19th - Seventeenth Board 
February 25, 2000 
Priests' Placement Board 

Page 188 

Present: Rev.: Jeremiah M. Boland, Kurt 0. Boras, Joseph P. Grembla, 
David A. Jones, Daniel P. McCarthy, Michael J. Shanahan. 

Absent: Rev. Martin E. O'Donovan, and Msgr. Kenneth). Velo 

Opening Prayer: Rev. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: VOTE: 

Ill Reports: 

1. 

2. lohn Calicott '74: The Cardinal appointed John to serve a second term as Pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish, commencing immediately. His term of office will be for an 
additional six years, but will officially remain in effect until he is reappointed or 
transferred or his successor is named. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/25/2000 

Page 189 
MINUTES 

Meeting: #19th - Seventeenth Board 

Date: February 25, 2000 

Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Present: Rev.: Jeremiah M. Boland, Kurt D. Boras (arriv.10:40), 
Joseph P. Grembla (arriv. 10:25), David A. Jones, 
Daniel P. McCarthy, Michael J. Shanahan. 

Absent: Rev. Martin E. O'Donovan and Msgr. Kenneth J. Velo 

Opening Prayer: Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland 10:20 A.M. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: 6 - 0 - O 

111 Reports: 

1. 

2. lohn Calicott '74: The Cardinal appointed John to serve a second term as Pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish, commencing immediately. His term of office will be for an 
additional six years, but will officially remain in effect until he is reappointed or 
transferred or his successor is named. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

1 

AOC 010988 



H 17/,v A.nqcls 6'hurch I bO? c:?l, ®rikw1J1Jd CSiSlvd I 6'hicaq1J bObS3 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Prof. Fitness Review Admin. 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. Leggdas, 

April 20, 2000 

Greetings to you in this Holy Week. I hope this letter finds you doing 
well personally and professionally. I received your letter on April 13, 2000 
regarding my status as on-site monitor for Fr. John Calicott, regarding the 
sending of monthly monitor reports. 

It was my misunderstanding that, as a new Administrator of this office 
dealing with Fr. Calicott's unique situation, you would be contacting me 
regarding the new forms, familiarizing yourself with the situation here, etc. 
Ms. Connelly and I had several conversations about this situation, and I will 
be happy to continue the previous arrangement that had been in effect while 
she was in Administrative leadership. For your information, though, I would 
like to make known a few of the conditions that I am operating under in the 
monitoring process here. 

First, I consider the process Fr. Calicott went through a real travesty 
of justice and insensitivity. After being here at Holy Angels nearly 5 years 
now, I feel the very fact that monitoring continues on at all (or even began 
in the first place) in this case is a sad statement of how heavy-handed and 
unadaptable this Archdiocesan process is. Make no mistake that I do clearly 
understand the role of a monitor in these situations, and personally take 
seriously any situations of any person acting with impropriety with minors, be 
it priest or lay person. Fr. Calicott is one of the most remarkably gifted, 
pastorally wise and prudent people I have ever met in my 23 years of 
priesthood. There has never been the remotest shadow, nor even hint of any 
shred of a shadow, of suspicion in action, word, gesture or speech either 
private or public. This entire process against him should be ceased and halted 
and resolved immediately. In the interim, I will file~ the required monthly 
forms - but only because it is part of the legal gymnastics required to allow 
this remarkable man to continue his ministry here. 

Secondly, part of this previous agreement Ms. Connelly had agreed to was 
the monthly payment of $300 for my services in rendering these reports. I will 
continue th.is monthly monitoring as long as I am reimburs.ed for these efforts. 
Now, lest that sound like crass materialism and selfishness, allow me to say 
that all monies I receive are turned over immediately to Holy Angels Church to 
further the inner-city work this deficit parish struggles with daily. One of 
the few motivating reasons for me to continue to justify the monitoring is 
that the parish can benefit financially. 

I hope this clarifies my thoughts and feelings on this situation. I have 
included with this form my standard monthly report for the combined months of 
January-April. I would expect that the monthly reimbursement will arrive 
shortly thereafter. Then I will again resume sending monthly reports until, at 
some parousical future moment, this case is completely closed and resolved. My 
blessings and best wishes for a good Easter season in every way. 

fl/li;!J,4 
Rev. Robert Miller, Co-Pastor 
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Permission to go on vacation to --A1~kld1a · 
_., ToestmationP'''~f'T~ 

from/to 1.fft.ooo ,.. S:t. J.Oflo 
(Dates) 

this year has been granted to Jo[Lll ftrtl,'tatt 
'iClient name) 

provided the following conditions 

will be met by him and 11[ tL. 
~--~,~~'{to~'o_m_p-~~,o~n) _____ _ 

1. The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at: all his activities. Client is not 

allowed to be by himself. 

2. No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present. 

3. Client is required to call in __ __.fl)<---_._lr"'--------' to keep a daily log: proofs/tickets, 
(Frequency) 

receipts, etc., regarding resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for 

verification. 

4. If any of the above conditions are violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be 

held accountable by the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

5. The date of return to the residence has been set for 2 ,..}'1':/ l-ooo , however due 

to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date can be changed. Approval from the 

PFR Administrator must be granted for any changes in this statement. 

Signature( s): 

Date: 

A copy of this agreement will be kept on file at Professional Fitness Review Board Administrator's 
Office and the Vicar for Priests' Office. 
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Memo From 
KATHLEEN LEGGDAS 
PFR Administrator 

Message: 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki t Memo from 

Kathleen Leggdas 4/26/2000 
To Date ______ _ 

The on-site monitor was and continues to 
be a sine qua 11011 for Fr. Calicott's return to 
parish ministry. There are those (e.g., the 
Cardinal's Commission on Clerical Sexual 
Misconduct with Minors) who strongly question 
his presence in parish ministry at all. I don't see 
the monitoring requirement changing, but that is 
up to the Review Board's recommendation and 
the Cardinal's decision. 

Fr. Miller'sfeelings about the matter are 
irrelevant unless they interfere with his ability to 
function objectively as a trustworthy monitor. If 
the price for such compliance is $300 monthly 
contributed to Holy Angels Parish, I believe that 
it is a worthwhile investment. 

If you wish to quote me in a response to 
Fr. Miller, please feel free to do so. 
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Office of Professional l'ilness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

May 3, 2000 

Rev. Robert Miller 
Holy Angels 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Miller, 

ARG-1 DIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OPY 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

I received your letter dated April 20, 2000 and would like to respond to some of your concerns. It has 
been some time since I met you, but we did meet during the first month that I took on the 
responsibilities of Administrator for the Office of Professional Fitness Review. Father Dan Coughlin 
introduced us, and at that time, we reviewed the sign in book used by Father Calicott. I apologize for 
not contacting you directly when the new Monthly Monitoring Forms were implemented. I assumed 
that individual monitors would call me if there were questions regarding the use or fom1at of tl1e 
revised fonn. 

Additionally, the priests who have cases referred to the Review Board remain under the Board 
jurisdiction for as long as they remain in ministry in the Archdiocese of Chicago. This is for the 
protection of the priest - to protect from potential allegations - and for the purpose of making sure that 
no children are at risk. This is based on the Policies and Procedures of the Review Board established 
by Cardinal Bernardin in 1992. I understand that this is sometimes controversial, but cannot be 
changed without redefining the scope ofauthority of the Review Board as it presently exists. 

I am enclosing a check for $300. Thank you for your completion of the monitoring form. Jn the future, 
I will need one form for each month with father Calicott's signature on the form. We will continue to 
send the three hundred dollar check each month. 

Thank you for your willingness to continue to serve as on-site monitor. This is an important role tu 
ensure Father Calicott's compliance with his protocol. 

Sincerely, 

·1/ 7'·'/' (1 .':(.,.... ··' ";;,.'..·----/ l r<--·· fl.· t.: ?''--' o•"'- ) ,)' 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

Enclosure 

Cc: Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
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TO: File 

FR: Dan Coughlin 

DT: 5/28/00 

RE: John Calicott 

Goedert was surprised that he was renewed as pastor even though this went thru 
--PFR Board and Mary Yunger (not sure leadership could really distance 
themselves for an accurate assessment.) Visit usually with Kathleen. Will he 
ever be able to go to another parish? Will Bob Miller ever get loose from 
monitoring situation? 
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The Individual Specific Protocol (ISP) reflects the primary goal of protecting minors and the 
integrity of the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon 
with regard to the possibility of subsequent allegations. 

Professional Fitness Review clients will be subject to appropriate restrictions and monitoring by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator throughout the life of the individual as a priest/deacon in 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

The ISP for Fr. John Calicott includes but is not limited to the following: 

l. Restricted from being alone with minors without the presence of another responsible adult. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. Continued daily log to be submitted to Professional Fitness Review Administrator (PFRA) 
monthly. 

6. On-site monitor, Rev. Robert Miller, to complete monthly report and submit to (PFRA). 

7. Meet with PFRA twice annually. 

8. Submit monthly report of sites visited on Internet to PfRA. 

9. This is a working document which can be changed, altered or superceded when there is an 
indicated need to do so. 

l 0. In order to change this protocol, prior approval must be obtained from the Professional · 
Fitness Review Board. 

11. 

CIOA'Po-'r7' all requirements of this Protocol. 

Date: if cft, l«j l-boo 
/ 
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ARCH DIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional ~1tness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Memorandum 

Memo to File: PFR-13 -Rev. John Calicott 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator J(,L 
Protocol Review 
July 6, 2000 

Present at Meeting 

Rev. John Calicott 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator, [PFRA] 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

Meeting was initiated by PFRA due to the fact that Father Calicott was not in compliance with two 
points of protocol. 

• 5. Submit daily log to PFRA monthly 
• Addendum. Submit monthly report of sites visited on the Internet to PFRA 

Computer generated fom1at for the Daily Log was designed by Father Calicott, meets the Log 
requirements and was agreed upon as a replacement for PFR Form. 

An Internet site list will be added to the log. 

Protocol was signed by Father Calicott with reservation concerning submission oflnternet sites listing 
and his right to confidentiality. 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
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COPY 
ESE i2i ELS r Ell&: TRAVELNACATION AGREEMENT n . --

Permission to go on vacation to - ,~~i.tti~w.: 
( ( estination) 

from/to l '28. 00 ,.... a. {. {) 0 
(Dates) 

this year has been granted to ~ (;<!J!.t.,,&;tJ provided the following conditions 
(Client name) 

will be met by him and (J A: 
(Companion) 

l. The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at all his activities. Client is not 

allowed to be by himself. 

2. No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present. 

3. Client is required to call in ____ tJ----'-A--'--------~' to keep a daily log: proofs/tickets, 
(Frequency) 

receipts, etc., regarding resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for 

verification. 

4. If any of the above conditions arc violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be 

held accountable by the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

5. The date of return to the residence has been set for g - / - t.9-b , however due 
----"''----'---'---=-----

to \:veather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the elate can be changed. Approval from the 

PFR Administrator must be granted for any changes in this statement. 

q;,/'/_ I 
Signature(s)!f /1/{/9/£. 

Date: .l8 Jwi 1.ovo 
r 

A copy of this agreement will be kept on file at Professional Fitness Review Board Administrator's 
Office and the Vicar for Priests' Office. 

AOC 010996 



November 2000 

GENESIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORP. 

Board of Directors 

Executive Director 
Rev. Rick Andrus 
Rev. John Calicott 
Rev. Donald Ehr 
Rev. Kirkwood Hall 

Dear Friend. 

Hello! l would like to personally invite you today to become a "Friend of Genesis" - to 
supp0rt 5nancially the "re-neighboring ~wk'' of Genesis in Chicago's Bronzeville community. I 
would ask that )•JU consider a generous gift of $100 or more to our first annual "Friends of Genesis'· 
cmnpaign. P:eas~ use the enclosed return envelope for your contribution. Your contribution and 
..::0mmitment to be a "Friend of Genesis" will help us to continue to build affordable housing, educate 
potential homeowners ar.d rebuild this blighted community. 

Who ar-t we? Begun four years ago, Genesis is a non-profit, faith-based organization 
focu:.ing on the redeveioprnent of the Bronzevillc community of Chicago's soutlt-side. It is 
compose<! of four historic African-American churches - Holy A.ngels Catholic Churi:h. St. 
Elizabeth Catholic Church, St. James United lvtethodist Churd1 and Blarkwell Memorial AME Zioil 
Church. Our goal is the economic, commercial and r~idential redevelopment of this once-!hriving 
community. Our motto is simple and appropriate - ""re-neighboring our cwnmunity ". 

H71al does Genl!Sis do? W(;. have tv.o rr.f.jor areas of focus: affonla!-i!e housing and 
0011cation. \\/e arC;: now building 26 single family homes a.long 4(/1' St,-eet, which '.ir" the mQ~ 
~'f.Q!.Q.tibl_•~ aew housing anywhere- in Brnnzeville. Our mlldel at 916 &.3t ,io1

h is .1pcn w1::ekiy . .ind 
three more houses are tm~er constru.;tion new Genesis offers a wirie nn3e of ~'lucatio!ial ~emm:irs 
to empower homeowners - including home own.-:rship training, credit counseling, arnl 'j!J~-o'1··one 
home-buying assistance. In just three years, Genesis has trained over 250 people. 

What is our vision? Genesis brings together the physical and hunan resources needed to 
rebuild our community through knowledge and home ownership. We do r:otJUSt build homes or 
teach classes - we empower people to become qualified and educated homeowners. By bringing 
together developers, land, pra:;pective buyers, education, banks and the City - we are a catalyst for 
renewal and re-birth in one of Chicago's most historic but poorest communifa.-s. 

in the name of aH of us at Genesis, I thank you for whatever you can do to "be-friend" us as 
we work to redevelop this community. We are four historic churches united to bring about ch@_g~ 
~nd ren~~~l in oar south-side neighborhoods. Even though we have the confidence of God's 
Pn:sence in our "'re-neighlioring' efforts, still the very tangible personal and financial support of 
"friends of Genesi~" like you is essentia!. Please help us re-build our community one family at a 
time by building homes & educating homeowners! May God bless you and keep you always close-~ 

Rev. Robert Miller 
Chairman, Genesis 

Co-Pastor, Holy Angels 

Corporate Offices 
607 East Oakwood Blvd. 

Program Offices 
1014 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60653 
Tele: 773.285.1685 Fax: 773.285.1695 
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Office of Professional Fimess Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Il.. 60611 

Members Present at Meeting: 

Members Absent: 

Others Present: 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

MINUTES 

November 18, 2000 

Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 

I. Approval of August 19, 2000 minutes 

II. Introduction of new Board Members 

IIL Case Reviews 

A. 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

AOC 010998 



B. 

C. 

PFR Board Minutes 
November 17, 2000 
Page2 

D. In the matter of Rev. John Calicott, PFR-13 

Priest Personnel contacted PFRA regarding change in assignment for Rev. Robert 
Miller, currently serving as on-site monitor for Father John Calicott at Holy Angels. 
While the Board members feel it is unwise to interfere with Father Miller's move they 
expressed a common concern that Father Calicott have someone on-site to fill this 
role. 

Further recommendation was made to engage Father Calicott in a process of 
reviewing his protocol with the Board since he had reservations in signing this year's 
agreement. 

JV. Other Matters 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is December 16, 200010:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

AOC 010999 



au a 

Permission to go on vacation to ~-ilh~~-~· 
(Oestinatio 

from/to !/. U. oo ""/l , or; oo 
(Oates} 

thisyearhasbeengrantedto ¥(v. clr2l.u 21), {Jz1,·,l,,tf: 
· I (Client name} 

provided the following conditions 

will be met by him and 

1. The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at all his activities. Client is not 

allowed to be by himself. 

2. No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present. 

3. Client is required to call in ____________ , to keep a daily log: proofs/tickets, 
(Frequency} 

receipts, etc., regarding resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for 

verification. 

4. If any of the above conditions are violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be 

held accountable by the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

5. The elate of return to the residence has been set for J2. O l': 00 , however clue 
~-'----""~--------

to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the elate can be changed. Approval from the 

PFR Administrator a~usl be granted for any changes in this statement. 

l[((M~~~lrn DO NOTHING. AVOID CRITICISM. 
/ 

(.\( 
II,?. · • > 

))(()Ill. ·s I 

Date: 1! :</. oo 

A copy of this agreement will be kept on file at Prol 
Office and the Vicar for Priests' Office. 

.P-780 

AOC 011000 



ARCHJ)IOCE.SE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

December 5, 2000 

Rev. Jeremiah Boland 
Priest's Personnel 
15 5 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Father Boland, 

It has come to the attention of the members of the Professional Fitness Review Board that Rev. Robert 
Miller is in the Associate Change Process. 

Rev. Miller has been the on-site monitor for Rev. John Calicott during the time he has served at Holy 
Angels Parish. While we wish Father Miller luck with a new assignment, the Board members want to 
make a statement with reference to Father Calicott. 

As he is a client monitored by the Review Board, the Board strongly recommends that another priest 
be assigned to Holy Angels. This priest could then assume the responsibilities of the on-site monitor 
(see attached). 

Board members believe Father Calicott, for his own protection and protection of liability for the 
Archdiocese, should not be alone, unmonitored. 

Sincerely, 

-v ' A.<~lc~,--_, ~~-~-
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 

Enclosure 

AOC 011001 
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• 

12-2ND TERM 

NAME: 
PARISH: 

John Calicott '74 
Holy Angels 
607 E Oakwood Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60653 

PHONE# 773/624-5375 VICARIATE: VI DEANERY: A 

o'b 
10/27~ DOB: - AGE 56 SECOND TERM ENDS: 

d- )9. 7 /o I LETTER & FORM REQUESTING INTENSIONS OUT: 

q ( l / o I 
I ' 

RESPONSE DEADLINE: 

RESPONSE RECEIVED: ** 
** If leaving parish, consultation scheduled for: ____ _ 

COPY SENT TO: 
VICAR: Joseph Perry 
DEAN: David Jones 
BOARD CONTACT: _____ _ 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: ______ _ 

VICAR'S LETTER RECEIVED: 

DEAN'S LETTER RECEIVED: _____ _ 

COMPLETED EVALUATION RECEIVED: _____ _ 

BOARD MEETING: 

February 26, 2001 

AOC 011002 



Offitt of D;oc500 Prie"' Pmoooel ARCHOIQCE_' CHICAGO 

312-751-5270 .. 

Rev. John Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E Oakwood Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Fr. Calicott: 

February 27, 2001 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 
FAX 312-751-5281 

Our records indicate that you are in or entering the tenth year of your pastorate. In March of 
1997 the Presbyteral Council endorsed the polices of the Priests' Personnel System. One of the policies 
endorsed had to deal with pastors completing their second term. The policy reads "After two terms (six 
years each) as a pastor in a parish, the pastor's term concludes in that specific pastorate. 

Special consideration will be made for an exception based on: 

a) A GE: age may be a factor in considering a waiver of this policy, but if a person 
is aged 59 or younger at the time of completion of his second term as pastor, it is 
recommended that age alone should not be the basis for an exception to this 
policy. (This does not mean that a pastor is automatically extended to a third term 
if over 59.) 

b) PARISH SITUATION: unique circumstances in the life of a parish may 
indicate the need for a waiver of this policy. 

c) FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY AND CULTURAL AWARENESS: 
these may be determining factors. 

d) ETHNIC, RACIAL OR CULTURAL CONSIDERATIONS: these may suggest 
a waiver of the two term policy. 

e) SPECIAL PROJECTS: some project within the parish that might necessitate 
an extension. 

f) HEALTH: Particularly health problems would be a factor in considering a 
waiver of this policy. " 

The Office of Ministerial Evaluation will be contacting you if they haven't already done so, to 
conduct an evaluation. The purpose of this evaluation is not to determine whether you should stay or go. 
The purpose is to assist you in better appreciating your gifts and talents as a pastor. The feedback from 

the evaluation process will be very beneficial in helping you to get a sense of what kind of placement in 
the future will build on your strengths. 

- over -

AOC 011003 



I write you now on behalf of the Board to advise you of the following practical considerations. 

1) If you will celebrate your 65th birthday by the end of your 12th year as pastor, you 
may ask that your pastorate be extended. 

2) If for some personal reason you feel an extension of your pastorate is needed, you 
may ask for an extension. 

3) If there is, in your estimation, a need at your parish that warrants an extension of 
your pastorate you may seek the extension. 

(In each of the preceding instances, consultation and evaluation will take place as previously 
mentioned.) 

If you are not planning to seek an extension or one is not granted, there are various options to 
consider: 

A) A new pastorate which you would begin actively seeking now 
B) A new pastorate which you would seek when your term is completed. This 

could mean extending your pastorate in your current term for one or two years. 
C) Being assigned as an Associate Pastor either temporarily or for a term of office 

depending on your wishes. 
D) Seeking a three to six month sabbatical and being reassigned before, during or in 

the one month after your sabbatical, dependent on your wishes. 

I have enclosed a form for you to complete. If you return it by May 1, 2001, the Board will be 
better able to assist you in the future. 

Thank you for your time, I hope all is well with you in your parish. I offer you the prayers of the 
entire Board at this time of decision in your life. We are grateful for all you have done in your ministry 
as pastor. 

Sincerely yours, 

9-t-"'"'J... ;&-rJ 
U Reverend Jeremiah M. Boland 

Executive Secretary 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 

Enc: 

AOC 011004 



.... 

. .. ~·. ::::·_-.. ·.~::.:!./; ·~ 

Penniss,ion to go on vacation to ~.J,.L.llfolll&llf~___,.- . fromlto'/.ttOf. '-. tfi-:~t: ·. ··· 
.; (Dotes) 

this year has been granted to 

will be met by him and 

provided the following conditions. 

1. The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at all his activities.· Client is not 

allowed to be by himself. 

2. No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present. 

3. Client is required to call in-----------~' to keep a daily log: proofs/tickets, 
(Frequency) . 

receipts, etc., regarding resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for 

verification. 

4. If any of the above conditions are violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be 

held acco.untable by the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

5. The date of return to the residence has been set for , however due 
------~-----~ 

to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date can be changed. Approval from the 

... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r11f kt;@z, 
Date: " /Jc;#Pc~ &olj_ . . '/-d ~" tLI~ 

: .. _A copy Of this agreement will be kept on file at ProfessiOiiat FitD!sSJ~evfow Board ~istrat,<>''-'.!:, . 

~\ .. ~~ce:nd theVic>rforPri:•·:~.~~-;.. · · <::lii~;,i,;;i~~:IJ[;;·. ··· .. 'i: .. \f;:!;~~}.(~JS~. 

,' ,,,,·;.~~\!)~:: ;: ·;~~~~)&;\~1~1~1;~!,lf"~~ '-~~.005 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/20/2001 

JS 
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TERM ENDS IN 2003 
NAME 

VI-A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/04/2001 

PARISH TERM 

Holy Angels 2"d 

14 

AGE 
IN 03 

56 

X-10-ED 
TO 

START 
PROCESS 

) 
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V/D 

) 

TERM ENDS IN 2003 

APPT 
DATE 

NAME 

VI-A 10/27191 john W. Cal"icott '74 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/04/2001 

PARISH TERM 

Holy Angels 2'"' 

16 

AGE 
IN 03 

56 

X-10-ED 
TO 

START 
PROCESS 
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'-"""'' ,., •. u1ui;esan t'rrests· Placement Board, 05/11/2001 

) 

TERM ENDS IN 2003 

'Ir -V-/D~-~-:-~T-E I NAME PARISH 

VI-A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 

TERM 

12 

AGE 
IN 03 

56 

X-10-ED 
TO 

START 
PROCESS 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/17/2001 

' 
TERM ENDS IN 2003 

14 

AOC 011011. 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/17/2001 

VI-A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 2'"' 56 

17 

AOC011012 
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TRA VELN ACATION AGREEMENT 

from!to1. IO.o/ ~ 8~1~~1 
(Dates) 

this year has been granted to 

will be met'by him and 

provided the following conditions 

-----(-C-om-p-~~1o_n_) ____ ~ 

1. The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at all his activities. Client is not 

allowed to be by himself. 

2. No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present. 

3. Client is required to call in ___ __._d __ /}' _______ , to keep a daily log: proofs/tickets, 
(Frequency) 

receipts, etc., regarding resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for 

verification. 

4. If any of the above conditions are violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be 

held accountable by the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

5. The date of return to the residence has been set for ] -- / Z - o J , however due 
----=---'=---...:...---~ 

to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date can be changed. Approval from the 

PFR Administrator must be granted for any changes in this statement. 

Signature(s): 

Date: 

A copy of this agreement will be kept on file at Professional Fitness Review 
Office and the Vicar for Priests' Office. 

,, 
·' 

AOC 011014 



... ' - ./~ .. , -

FLIGHT ITINERARY AND HOTEL INFOIU\.1ATION 

DEPART O'HARE MAR 10, ON AMERJCAN AIRLINE FLIGHT 394 AT 7:00AM 
(everyone must be at airport by 5 :30 AM) 
ARRIVE NEW YORK LOA AIRPORT AT 10:05AM we will have bus transfer to JFK 
airport) 

WE WILL DEPART JFK FOR ACCRA ON AIR AFRIQUE FLIGHT 560 AT l:OOPM 
CHANGE PLANES IN DAKAR ARRIVE IN ACCRA AT 6:00AM Iv1ARCH 11 TH 

MARCH 11 - 12 ACCRA 
LA PALM ROYAL BEACH HOTEL . 
PHONE (233) 21-771700 OR 7010353/6 
FAX (233) 21-771717 

MARCH 13 - 14 KUMASC 
GEORGCA HOTEL 
PHONE (233) 51-24154 OR 22434 OR23915 
FAX (233) 51-24299 

MARCH 15-16 ELMINA 
ELMINA BEACH RESORT 
PHONE (233) 42-34354 OR 33742 OR 33105 
FAX (233) 42-33714 OR 34359 

MARCH I 7TI-l ACCRA 
LA PALM ROYAL BEACH HOTEL 
PHONE (233) 2i- 771700 OR 7010353 /6 
FAX (233) 51-24299 

\VE WCLL DEPART ACCRA ON AIR AFRIQUE FLIGHT 570 AT 7:00AM 
(change planes in Abdijan) ARRIVING AT JFK AT 5:25PM 

We will clear customs and immediately depart by bus for LGA airport where we will .· 
DEPART LGA ON AMERICAN FLIGHT 361 AT 9:00 PM ARRIVING CHI 10:33PM 

WELCOME HOME . 

AOC 011015 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/28/2001 

5. TERMS 

TERM ENDS IN 2003 

NAME PARISH 

VI-A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 

5 

AOC011016 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/28/2001 

Page 70 

--
8 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
-O-ffi-1c_e_o-fP-r-ofi-es-si-on_a_l_Fi-m-es_s_R-ev-ie-w---------,------------------P-o-st_O_ffi_1c_e_B_ox--l9_7_9 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 ·. Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 6061 I ' , 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

October 3, 2001 

Rev. John Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

Your signature is required on the Monthly Monitoring Report completed by Father Miller so that our 
office knows you have seen what has been written about you. 

I am returning the fonn for your signature. Thank you for your attention to this detail. I am not at 
liberty to change the forms without approval from the Review Board. 

You can recommend changes to the forms by writing directly to the chairperson, 
my address. 

Sincerely, 

Z~°'-"~~ L ?J:r'IL--
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

Cc: Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 

at 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
-O-ffi-1c_e _of_Pr_o_fe_ss-io-n-al-F-itn_es_s_R_e-vi-ew _____ _ 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 ' .· 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

October 16, 2001 

Rev. John Calicott 
Holy Angels 
607 E. Oakwood 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

October marks a period of one year since you signed your Individual Protocol for the Office of 
Professional Fitness Review. As these need to be reviewed and revised annually, please call at your 
earliest convenience so that a meeting date and time can be designated. The Vicar for Priests will 
again be in attendance. 

There are standard protocol items for all priests monitored by this office. These include the following: 

• Restriction from being alone with minors without the presence 
of another responsible adult 

• Meet with Professional Fitness Review Administrator twice annually (PFRA) 

• Submit copy of all sites visited on the Internet to PFRA monthly 

And recently added to all protocols by the Review Board: 

• 
The Review Board determines other protocol items based on the individual priest and the nature of the 
allegations brought against him 

I can be reached by telephone at 312-751-5205. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

7~{L~ ~-(J'OC//tL-
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KU1np 

Cc: Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

AOC 011019 



October 23, 2001 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

-= 
Peace. 

I am writing you, -· by way of a request for a change in the Monthly Monitoring 
Report for myself. The Report currently requires my signatur~ as well as my monitor's, Fr. 
Bob Miller, signature. On a number of diffe.rent levels I do not.understand why my signature 
is required. · · · · · · · · · . . · · . : . 

On one level, it occurs to me that it is Fr. Miller who is being paid to watch me. I am not 
being paid to watch Fr. Miller watch me. I am certain that Fr. Miller is a deeply spiritual, 
professional and pastoral priest who is more than able to provide the Professional Fitness 
Review Board the information that it is seeking without my having to sign off on his efforts. 

Ms. Kathleen Leggdas has informed me that I must sign the Report so that her office knows 
I have seen what has been written about me. I am certain that her office has a considerable 
amount of written reports, documents, letters, etc., which I have never seen and to be 
perfectly honest have no interest in seeing. With the exception of my God, I really have very 
little interest in what others may say, think or write about me. My sense is that a significant 
amount of my life's ministerial endeavors would have been greatly hampered had it been 
else. I will not read the report, for I will not have the interest. Any signature therefore will be 
purely perfunctory. 

Finally, legal counsel has advised me that my signature on the Report could be construed to 
suggest that I agree with what is in the report (and this whether I dO. or do not) and that L 
agree with the need for the monitoring .(w~ic~. I definitely do not). · · . ) . . . .. 

607 E. Oakwood Boulevard • Chicago, Illinois 60653 

AOC 011020 



Cronin, p.2, 10.24.01 

As it is Fr. Miller who is doing the monitoring, I should think that his signature should be 
quite sufficient without the added onus of his having to track me down for my signature 
before he can file his report. 

AOC 011021 



Phone Conversation - PFR-13 

Date: 11/13/01 Time: 11:20 a.m. 
From: Father Calicott - 773-624-5375 
- November 27th 10:00 or November 30th 10:00 a.m. 
- Wednesday and Thursdays - teaching not good 

AOC 011022 



Phone conversation - PFR-13 

Date: 6/27/00 Time: 8:57 a.m. 
Will call you after lunch. 

Time: AM 
Regarding schedule per protocol required 
monthly as well as internet sites visited 
Send copy - Cardinal will have to decide 

Time: AM 
To: Fr. Bob Miller/Holy Angels - Calicott 
Monitor 
- Regarding 1 report needed each month 
- Need to call again 

Date: 715100 Time: 9:00 a.m. 
To: Fr. Larry McBradyNicar for Priests 

1 :00 p.m meeting with John Callicott 

Date: 717100 
To: Fr. Miller 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

- Asked for monthly monitor reports 
Good conversation 
Discussed protocols, etc. 

Date: 9/13/00 Time: 11:15 a.m. 

Date: 10/18/00 Time: 1:31 
From: Fr. Bob Miller 
- Per your request for monitor reports - doe 

not have any forms to send you 

AOC 011023 



Date: 7/19/99 
To:

Phone conversation - PFR-13 

Time: 2:52 p.m. 

- Called to get written report for Review Board to back-up protocol change requests. Message left. 

Date: 7/21199 Time: A.M. 
From: 

Returned call regarding report to the Board. 

Date: 10/5/99 Time: 10:10 a.m. 
To: Fr. Paprocki 

Status ofletters to Cardinal- TJP out of town for the week. 

Date: 11124/99 Time: 10:30 a.m. 
To: Fr. Dan Coughlin/Vicar for Priests 
- Re: to meet with J. Calicott 

Date: 1/3/00 Time: PM 
From: Fr. Dan Coughlin 

Calicott meeting in VP office 

Date: 1110/00 Time: AM 
Set meeting date for signing protocol. 
Dentist in news. 

Date: 1110/00 Time: AM 
To: Fr. Dan Coughlin/VP 
1) Date for JC meeting January 13th a.m. or January 14 early pm. 
2) Timetable 

Date: 2/1100 Time: PM 

February Board Meeting 

Date: 5130100 Time: 10:15 a.m. 
From: Fr. Larry McBradyNicar for Priests 

J. Calicott not sending in monthly schedule 

Date: 6/13/00 Time: AM 
Regarding Monthly Schedule and Internet sites 
Out of town until 6/14/00 

AOC 011024 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 

Chicago, IL 60611 
312-751-5205 

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 
For 

Father John Calicott 

The Individual Specific Protocol (ISP) reflects the primary goal of protecting minors and the integrity of 
the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon with regard to the 
possibility of subsequent allegations. 

Professional Fitness Review clients will be subject to appropriate restrictions and monitoring by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator (PFRA) throughout the life of the individual as a priest/deacon 
in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

The ISP for Fr. John Calicott includes but is not limited to the following: 

1. Restricted from being alone with minors without the presence of another responsible adult. 

2. 

3. 

4. Continued daily log to be submitted to Professional Fitness Review Administrator (PFRA) monthly. 

5. On-site monitor, Rev. Robert Miller, to complete monthly reports and submit to (PFRA). 

6. Meet with PFRA twice annually. 

7. Submit monthly report of sites visited on Internet to PFRA. 

8. This is a working document which can be changed, altered or superceded when there is an 
indicated need to do so. In order to change this protocol, prior approval must be obtained 
from the Pt·ofe sional Fitness Review Board. 

I .. ,..... " 
I ,.. I\ 

I have revie·~:~·~ders'"ta ·. ~~~ee to all requirements of this Protocol. 
:. I . /.... . / I .... 

Signed: ./ · /· ... ,; 
1 

Date: _.t<.L..(.L-L.:.g"""o_. -'-o_;,/ ____ _ 
.) /' " /l 

Prin~e·~.:N~e: J0 /,,, 2.J. Lrr..1..j·,·clt 
' .• 

Signafu;~ of PFRA: ~--r&~L. ; . .£: Jj e"/ ~ Date: II - 02. o - o I 

A copy ofthis Protocol will be kept on file in Professional Fitness Review and Vicar for PriestS Offices. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_c_e-of-P-ro-fi-es-si-on_a_l_Fi-m-es_s_R-ev-ie-w~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~-Po-s-tO-ffi~ce_B_o_x_l_9~79 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 ' · Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 '. ..·· 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-13 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 7/L. 
Re: Protocol Review 

Date: November 26, 2001 

Father John Calicott, Father James Kaczorowski, and PFRA met to review and renew Individual 
Specific Protocol for 2002. 

Points of discussion include the following: 

o Monitor form signature. (See letter attached) Matter to be presented to the Review Board for 
consideration . 

• 

Board to make recommendation after report has been completed and discussed . 

• 

• Timeliness ofreceipt of monthly log. Father agreed to send these in quarterly. 

• Father Calicott does not have a personal computer. Parish employees use the same one he does. A 
detail of sites visited would not be an accurate representation of Father Calicott's Internet 
activities. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
CLIENT INFORMATION SHEET 

(Revised 11127/01) 

Client.lnfo/LNP 

FILE#: PFR-13 

Openetll Date: 3131194 

Closed Date: 

1. Name: John W. Calicott 

Birth Date: -
2. Current Residence: Holy Angels 

Telephone: Home: 773-624-5375 

Cell Phone: 

3. Ministry: Pastor 

4. Allegation(s): 
Date: 

313 J/94 

4/5/94 

Date of the Offense(s): 
1974 - 1975 

UK 

S. General Nature of Allegation(s): 
Mutual oral sex with a minor. 

6. Protocol: 

Review Dates: 
11120/01 

REVIEW STATUS: (DATE) 

1st Stage: 
2nd Stage: 

Supplementary: 

Date Ordained: 51817 4 

Current S/S #: 

Address: 607 E Oakwood, Date: 
Chicago, IL 60653 -----

Status (Cbeckone) Date: 
Active: ./ 
Deceased: 
Resigned: 
Withdrawn: 
Other: 

Sex/Age 
M/11-12 

M/14 

Original Date: 

Review Dates: 

Credibility: 
Yes No 
./ 
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7. Assessment(s): 
Source: Report on File: (?) Date Received: 

8. 

9. Education: 
B.S., M. Div., STL 

10, Ministerial Assignments: 
St Ailbe 1974 - 1980 

HolyNameofMary 1980-1991 

Holy Angels 1991 - Present 

11. Family Composition: 

Parents: 

Siblings: 

12. Monitors: Address: Phone: 

Rev. Robert Miller 607 E. Oakw09d, Chicago, IL 60653 773-624-5375 

13. Emergency Contacts: 

1st Relationshil!: Home#: 
Brother 

2nd Relationshil!: Home#: Work#: 
Sister 

14. Other Concerns: 
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N. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/14/2001 

Vicar for Priests Agenda: 12/21 11 :00 

a) 
b) 
c) John Calicott '74 
d) 
e) 

13 

Page 171 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_ce_o_f_Pr_o_fe_ss-io-na-l-Fi_tn_ess_R-evi-.e-w----... ' .. ··· _______ C_h ___ P_os1-1t1-.o-~-c6-e0-B69-ox_1_99-779 676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 1cago, mo1s 0-1 9 
Chicago, Ulinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File 

From: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate (rJ{) 
to the Professional Fitness Review Board L J ~ 

Re: Rev. John Calicott 
Review Board Meeting- Supplementary Review 

Date: December 15, 2001 

Father Calicott agreed to sign form but with qualification that it doesn't denote agreement. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO --.--Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 

Absent: 

Non-members present: 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, December 15, 2001 
10:00 - 12:00 

MINUTES 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

I. Approval of Minutes from October 20, 2001 Meeting 

II. Case Reviews 

A 

B. In the Matter of Rev. John Calicott, PFR-13 

Fax: (312)751-5279 

Father Calicott approved to sign form with qualifier i.e., "This does not denote 
agreement with the content of the form." 

c. 
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D. 

E. 

F. 

PFR Board MINUTES 
December 15, 2001 
Page2 

Next regu)arly scheduled meeting is January 19, 2002 at 10:00 a.m. 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. 1homas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. James Kacz.orowski, Vicar for Priests 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/21/2001 

0. Vicar for Priests Agenda: 12/21 11 :00 

P. 

Q. 

a) 
b) 
c) John Calicott '74 
d) 
e) 
f) 

10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/21/2001 

Page 183 

0. Vicar for Priests Agenda: 12/21 11 :00 

a) 

b) 

c) John Calicott '74: John still needs supervision. If Robert Miller '76 [Associate 
at Holy Angels] moves out of the parish, we will need to find someone to be 
with John. Question: Is he to be pastor for life and what about the parish? 

d) 

e) 

10 
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We wear this button in support of Father John Calicott, and an 
innocent priest caught up ~nc~ in the injustice of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. Adding support now is the "Dallas 
Document" created by the American Bishops .. 
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We wear this ribbon in support of our priests throughout the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the United States of America. 

Say No! "Zero Tolerance and Dallas Document" 
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WHAT DOYOUWANTTOWRITE? 
WHO DO YOU WANT TO WRITE TO ? 

THINK! 
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' ' ' 

Most Rev.Wilton D. Gregory 
Bishop Chancery Office 
222 South Third St. 
Belleville, Illinois 62220 
618-277-8181 

Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry 
P.O.Box 733 
South Holland , Ill. 604 73 
708-339-24 77 

Vatican 
His Holiness Pope John Paul II 
00120 Vatican City State 
Europe 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/04/2002 

20 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_c_e-of-~-o-fu-s-si-on_a_IF-im--es-s-Re-v-ie-w---------,. ·. 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

January 15, 2002 

Rev. John Calicott 
Holy Angels 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 6065 3 

Dear Father Calicott, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

On behalf of the Review Board I am responding to the letter you directed to .• 
- has left the Board after nine years, and has been replaced as chairperson by --
At the December 15, 2001 meeting, the Review Board considered all of the information concerning 
your reasons, including legal advice, to not sign the Monthly Monitor Report. Given the 
circumstances and the fact that a signature is required by the Board, they agreed that you continue to 
sign the form as you had in September 2001 i.e. your signature accompanied by a statement that says 
"signature not meant to denote agreement with form content or the need for monitoring." (See 
attached) 

This would fulfill your and our requirement without making substantial changes in the form itself 

Your protocol specifies the requirement of an on-site 
monitor. With that as a given, I would like to discuss options with you. 

Please call so we can set up a meeting date and time. I would be happy to take you to lunch to discuss 
this matter or to come to Holy Angels. 

I have already requested After that is received, the Board will give 
consideration to reducing the frequency of 

Thanks in advance for your cooperation and Happy New Year! 

Sincerely, 

~,.{/( {~·.: .... ~ .z; a-·if/F .. .__ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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I 
i 
i 

~ 
I 
l 
I 
! 
I 
l 
i 

Monitor: ___ _,_A-'·1=-11/{ __ . _____ _ 

Thank you for agreeing to serve as a monitor in your parish, work or residential setting. The 
Archdiocese of Chicago greatly appreciates your generous offer of time and your willingness to 
assume this responsibility. 

Please complete this form monthly and mail or fax to the attention of Kathleen Leggdas by the 
10th of each month. 

· Professional Fitness Review 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

676 N. St. Clair St., Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Fax: 312-751-5279 

During the course of the month, you may contact the PFRA by telephone should any situation 
arise regarding status of client in monitor program at 312-751-5205 or the toll-free 
number 1-800-994-6200. Messages are received 24-hours a day and are confidential. 

1. 

2. 

In the past month, were you aware of any situations in which the priest you are 
monitoring was in the presence of a minor or~~ without another responsible adult 
present? YES ~ 

If yes,. describe the situation and priest's action(s): 

Did you have access or were you?~ of the priest's schedule? 

~NO 
If no, explain ___________________________ _ 

! 
' 
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3. If the priest was going out of town for more than an overnight trip, pre-approved by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator, did he leave you a basic itinerary of his 
whereabouts during the trip an~ the Vacation Form? 

~NO 

4. To your knowledge has the priest complied overall with his monitoring 
restrictions/ expectations durin~ month? 

~ NO 

If no, explain:----------------------------

1; 1,_~· 1;& Signature of Priest: ___ ---""/.....! #/4---'-__,/<......J<..; Y·n'-'1)~---'-1---'-~/;l_._s.~ J __ t_A ____ Date: 
~( 

Signature of Monitor:----------------- Date: ______ _ 

-2-
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO COPY 
-O-ffi-1c-e-of-~-o-f~-s-io-n-al-F-im-e-ss_R_e-vi-ew~~~~-,. . ~~~~~~~~~P-os-tO~ffi-ce_B_o_x_l_97-9 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(312)751-5279 

January 25, 2002 

Rev. John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

This fonn requires your signature and your disclaimer as explained in my last letter to you. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Xcit!L&e.,v L~'ffi.fl~ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/15/2002 

-

5. TERMS 
TERM ENDS IN 2000 

APPT NAME PARISH T X-1 START p 

TERM ENDS IN 2001 

3 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/15/2002 

Page 251 

m) Holy Angels: Marty ()'Donovan will check with Professional Standards about 
what needs to be done or can be clone with John Calicott '74 [Pastor]. 

n) 

o) 

p) 

q) 

r) 

s) 

t) 

u) 

v) 

w) 

x) 

y) 

z) 

aa) 

bb) 

4 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/15/2002 

TERM ENDS IN 2001 

TERM ENDS IN 2002 

-

B. 

c. 

6 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_1~-o-f-P-ro-f~-s-io_n_a_IF-im-~~sR_e_v-ie-w~~~~,, . ~~~~--~~~~P-oo_t_O_ffi-1c_e_B_o_x_l9_7_9 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 _ Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-13 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 

Re: Rev. John Calicott 

Date: February 25, 2002 

Per a conversation with Marty O'Donovan - Priests' Personnel Board -

1. Bob Miller, Fr. Calicott's monitor up for transfer 
2. Fr. Calicott's term up in 1 year 
3. Board to discuss 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

COMPLIANCE WITH MONITORING PROTOCOLS 

Name of cleric: John Calicott Year of ordination: 1974 Age: 54 ---- ----~ 

Current ministerial assignment (if any): Pastor 

Current place of residence: Holy Angels Parish 
----=---=-----------------------~~ 

According to Archdiocesan policy §1104. 12.2, a cleric who has engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor will be 
subject to appropriate monitoring for the remainder of his life as a cleric of the Archdiocese and his file shall remain open. 
Policy §1104.12.3 provides that monitoring programs and protocols should be applied on a case by case basis but must 
include certain essential components. This worksheet indicates whether there is compliance with these essential 
elements, as follows: 

• Continuing jurisdiction and o~· ht by the Review Board with periodic evaluation and reports to 
the Archbishop: (circle one) YES NO 
Description of continuing oversig . eet with Professional Fitness Review Administrator semi-annually 
Date of last evaluation and report: November 20, 2001 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

• A written protoc9J...siU!led by the cleric, which sets forth the particular requirements applicable to 
him: (circle one~ NO 
Date of current written and signed protocol: November 20, 2001 

~~~~~.:...-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• Restrictions from being alone with anyone under the age of 18: (circle one) @ NO 

• Periodic physical evaluation and psychological reports determined by the Review Board: 
(Circle one) YES NO 

Date of most recent h sical evaluation: None 

• 

• Communication with leaders and others as appropriate in the cleric's residence or place of ministry 
in order that the~eaningfully apprised and able to assist in the program: 

(Circle one) YES NO , 
With whom? Father obert Miller ,..... 6'Yl -~ ~ 

• Does the cleric use the Internet? (circle on@ NO 
If yes, does he provide the Professional Fitn~eview Administrator with a monthly printout of 
Internet sites visited? (Circle one) YES ~ Shares computer 

Other monitoring provisions or estrictions: Daily log, 
3 18/<u. ---------...,....------...--.-...--,----

March 14, 2002 

Signature of Professional Fitness Review Administrator Date 
"l/l .d/()') 
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Client Case Review 
Professional Fitness Review Office 

March 14, 2002 

PFR-13 Rev. John Calicott 

Two allegations have been made against Father Calicott. Both 
with males 11 - 14 years of age between 1974 and 1975. Allegations 
were of mutual oral sex with minors and were presented to the Review 
Board in 1994. Father Calicott is currently pastor of Holy Angels 
Church in unlimited ministry. Full disclosure of allegations was made 
to parish community before his return to ministry. He completes 
monthly log, Internet report, Vacation Forms and has an on-site 
monitor, Father Robert Miller. Is currently 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

To: File 

Memorandum 

From: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate ~{ 
to the Professional Fitness Review Board I L fi 

Re: Rev. John Calicott 
Review Board Meeting- Supplementary Review 

Date: March 16, 2002 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(312)75l-5279 

At the request of Cardinal George, the Review Board conducted a supplementary review of 
Father Calicott's protocol 

The Board further requested that Father Calicott provide the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator with a monthly printout of Internet sites visited, even if this includes the logs of other 
staff members. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, March 16, 2002 

MINUTES 

Absent: 

Non-members present: 

Post Office Box I 979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

I. Case Reviews in light of Cardinal's request for Supplementary Reviews 

A. 

B. In the Matter of Rev. John Calicott, PFR-13 

At the request of Cardinal George, the Review Board conducted a supplementary 
review of Father Calicott's protocol 

The Board asked for 
••• The Board also requested 
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c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

MINUTES 
March 16, 2002 
Page2 
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G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

MINUTES 
March 16, 2002 
Page3 
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II. Budget Review Postponed to April Meeting 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is April 20, 2002 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

MINUTES 
March 16, 2002 
Page4 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_re_o_f_Pr_o-fess_i_on_a_IF-im_ess __ R_evi_' __ ew------~ •. -----------------Post __ Offi __ re __ B-ox-1-97-9 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 _ Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, March 16, 2002 
10:00-2:00 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes from February 16, 2002 

II. Case Reviews 

A 

B. In the MatterofRev. John Calicott, PFR-13 

c. 

D. 

E. 

III. 

IV. Other Business 

A. 

B. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

March 26, 2002 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, 11 linois 60690-1979 

(312)75 I -5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on March 16, 2002. The Board fully considered all oral 
and written reports in the matter of Rev. John Calicott. The Board conducted a Supplementary Review 
pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Policies and Procedure for Detennination of Fitness for Ministry. 

Based on that review the Board recommends the following: 

• 
• That he submit a monthly printout oflntemet sites visited. 

If you have questions or comments, please call at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

?C±Lfv_>'-__ £~~-yy,/t~-~ 
• .•. ,,/ • ... l 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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-eALlCo 11 

Office of the Cardinal 

.ARCHDIOCES'E· Of Q-llCAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Ms. Kathleen Leggdas 
Administrator 

e, ',~ 

April I, 2002 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 19 IO 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. Leggdas, 

I received from you the review of all the outstanding cases of reported sexual 
misconduct with minors by members of the Archdiocesan clergy. I thank you sincerely 
for the good work of the Office and your own dedication to a task so important for the 
Church's ministry. 

, I accept all the recommendations in the letters that you sent me, dated March 25, 
2002. In the case of accusations against priests who are now deceased, I would like to 
know how it is that we are going to be of service to the victims who have brought the 
allegations forward at this time. 

This acceptance of all recommendations made will be seconded to all parties 
concerned, so that the recommendations can be implemented as quickly as possible. 
Again, thank you for your dedication and for the help you bring to victims and clergy. 

cc: Most Rev. Raymond Goedert 
'-"'Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Rev. James Kaczorowski 
Rev. Lawrence McBrady 
Mr. Jimmy Lago 

Sincerely, ~ . 

LCU1ry 
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago . 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
-O-ffi-1ce_o_f_P_ro_re_s-sio_n_a_IF-ib-1e_s_s-Re-v-ie-w~~~~-, 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 ' .' .. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-13 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 

Re: Rev. John Calicott· 

Date: April 5, 2002 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Meeting on March 16, 2002: 

At the request of Cardinal George, the Review Board conducted a Supplementary Review of Father 
Calicott's protocol. 

The Board asked for 
Board also requested 

The Board further requested that Father Calicott provide the PFRA with a monthly printout oflnternet 
sites visited, even if this includes the logs ofother staff members. 
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COPY 
TRA VELN ACATION AGREEMENT 

Permission to go on vacation to ___,,,,_&.L.X.. ____ from/to iS':el.. - -f. /t. ~~ 
(Dates) 

this year has been granted to 

will be met by him and 

provided the following conditions 

s) 

(See attached correspondence) 

l. The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at all his activities. Client is not allowed 

to be by himself. 

2. No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present. 

3. Client is required to call in , to keep a daily log: proofs/ 
~~~~~--,,(F~re-qu-e-nc~y),..-~~~-

tickets, receipts, etc., regarding resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for 

verification. 

4. If any of the above conditions are violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be 

held accountable by the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

5. The date of return to the residence has been set for , however due 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date can be changed. Approval from the 

Signature(s ): 

A copy of this agreement will be kept on file at Professional Fitn•!ss 
Office and the Vicar for Priests' Office. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_ce_o_f_Pr_o_fes-s-io-n-al-F-itn_ess_R_e_vi-ew-----, 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

April 12, 2002 

Rev. John Calicott 
Holy Angels 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

COPY 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

First of all, thanks for the call inquiring about my status during this difficult time. I'm fine and hope 
you are managing the media to your satisfaction. 

The Review Board, as requested by Cardinal George, completed a Supplementary Review of all 
Board case files. As I mentioned to you on the telephone, the Board is requesting that you-

Please call -at your earliest convenience to set up an appointment. 

If you have questions, please call me at 312-751-5205. 

Sincerely, 

Xtfilc~ ~yh?--
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Rev. James Kacwrowski, Vicar for Priests 
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l10S·e their ministries 
Priest who admits 
to misconduct calls 
policy too harsh 
BY ANA MENlllETA ~ 
Sm• llEPor.rni< "JT !.A..1--7 ~-//<:,, 

The Rev. John Calicott said Friday he takes 
"full, complete 'md total responsibility" for cngag· 
ing in scrual misconduct with two boys in 1976. 

But the pastor of the South Side's Holy An· 
gels Catholic Church-who is among a half 
dozen or so Chicago area priests to face removnl 
from their ministry in the wake of new national 
policies on sexually nbusivc clerics-said he will 
fight to keep his post. 

"! nm really stunned right now. I really feel 
hurt that I would be lumped into the same cat
egory as Geoghan," Calicott said, referring to 
John Geoghan, a former Boston priest who al
legedly molested more than 130 children over 
severnl decades. 

Calicott called the new policies adopted Friday 
by American bishops 'ia punishment, a vengeance, 
and nn assnult on the very oioul of Christianity." 

"There are things that I should have never 
done, you better believe it," he said during a 
Fridny interview in the rectory of Holy Angels, 
located in the Oaklnnd neighborhood. 

"But I feel I have worked very, very hard to 
gel to this point. I have been told -
-that I actually went beyond what would 
normally be expected. So I hove to say to my
self, what is the purpose then of toking my min· 
istry? And the only thing I can come up with is 
punislimcnt and vengeance." 

Hear my con
fession. hear my confession. But to say we nre 

. going to punish people for what occurred 20, 30, 
40 yenrs ngo, how Christion is that?" 

Cnlicott was removed from Holy Angels in 
April 1994 after two adult men accused liim of 
sexual misconduct at Chicago's St. Ailbe's 
parish in 1976, when they were bo s. 

The priest 
was reinstated at Holy 

Angels nfter admitting to the sexual misconduct, 

Bae BLACK/SUN·TtMES 

The Rev. John Calicott admits he engaged In sexual misconduct with two boys in 1976. He also 
says he knows the abuse victims' "pain and anguish" because he was sexually abused by a 
priest. But, he says, taking away his ministry would only be "punishment and vengeance." 

and after his parishioners pleaded with the late 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin for his return. 

Calicott, who insists he didn't intend to hurt 
the minors, said he will fight his removal and 
meet with Cardinal Francis George, wliom he 
called "a fair man with a good heart." 

If he's stripped of his ministry, ii.s the new 
policies mandate, he said he will leave t.he priest
hood and retire to his family farm in the South. 

It's wrong to have a blanket policy for all 
priests who have committed sexual misconduct, 
including those, like himself, who have not 
offended again, he said. 

Holy Angels parishioners interviewed Friday 
night had mixed opinions on Calicott's situation. 

At least one person said he'd consider leaving 
the parish if Calicott were removed. 

"It would be a real test of my faith," said Rex 
Alexander, 52, who went to elementary school 

with the priest. "And we would absolutely 
protest his removal, no question about it." 

Tonya Bolden, 35, was shocked to hear about 
Calicott's likely removal. 

"Is that right? It's unfair .... He hes been reha
bilitated and I know he has done nn excellent job. 
I don't believe in going back 25 years and applying 
zero tolernnce. It should be applied for cases from 
now on,'" said Bolden, who had two daughters in 
choir practice at th" church Friday evening. 

But Vincent Hardy, 40, a parishioner for the 
last 12 years, said removing priests with proven 
sexual misconduct cases "is the right thing to do,'' 
even if it means pulling Calicott from the pulpit 

"I am just wondering why they took so long 
to come to this conclusion .... I lost faith in 
him after the whole incident. But. I can't puss 
judgment. We all make mistakes. It is now be
tween him and his God," Hardy said. 

Anne Burke to help run vie panel 
By MICHAEL SNEED 
S1.·:--1. Tt\1~:S Cou::.1,-..:1sr 

011s 

Illinois Appellnte Court Justice Anne M. 
Burke, n practicing Cntholic and longtime child 
wclfnre advocate, will help lend a special com
mittee crented by the nut.ion's bishops to en
!:Ure their new policies for sexually abusive 
clergy are implemented properly. 

Bishop Wilton Gregory, president of the U.S. 

I will work very hard with my col
leagues to establish a program which 
will restore the confidence of Ameri
can Catholics in our church.'" 

Cardinal Francis George said the 
"national review board'1 basicnllv 
will serve an auditing function, en-
suring that dioceses and archdioce
ses are adhering to the mandates set 
forth by bishops. 

lions to dioceses for compliance." 
The commit.tee also will "commis· 

sion a descriptive study and a his
torical study of the nature and scope 
of the problem within the Catholic 
Church in the United States, includ
ing statistics on perpetrators anci 
victims," he said. 

Conference of Cntholic Bishops, called Burke 
curlier in the week to osk if she would sit on the 
panel that will be chaired by Oklahoma Gov. 
Frank Keating and will include prominent 
Washington, D.C., attorney Robert Bennett. 

Burke, 58, who founded the Special Olympics 
and wns former Gov. Jim Edgar's special coun
sel on child welfare, said she expects the new 
group will "get started right nwny." 

The panel will grow and will he 
composed of parents, said Gregory, a 
Chicngo native. The board will re
port directly to him. 

"The national review board will 
oversee the work of the protection 

Anne M. Burke 
Child advocate 

Burke, wife of Aid. Ed Burke 
(14th}, aaid she has met Gregory be
fore but wasn't sure whv she i.i.·as se· 
lected. But she suspectS it had to do 
l\'ith her "background in child advo
cacy." 

The Burkes were invoked in a 

"[ think it will defmitely be challenging," she 
said Fridny night. "But I'm confident we will be 
able to work together to implement the policy 
to address the sexual misconduct in the clergy. 

office," Gregory said, referring to a new arm of 
the conference that will deal exclusively with 
the protection of children and the implementa
tion of the chnrter. 

"The hoard will approve tile annual report of 
how this charter is implemented in each of our 
dioceses, and it will also make recommenda-

............ -· - - - - .... -· ...... -· - - - - - - . - . - . ••·-w-·-·· 

lengthy court bottle over a child 
known as ""Baby T," who was born with cocaine 
in his system. The Burkes are his legal. 
guardians, and he lives with them. 

The Burkes attomd St. Simon the Apostle 
parish on the Southwest Side. 

Contributing: Cathleen Falsani and Robert 
C. Herguth 
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Bishops 
Continued from page Al 

of an advisory board composed 
mainly of lay people. 

Dioceses will be prohibited 
from signing confidentiality 
agreements with victims in civil 
lawsuits over sex abuse unless 
the victim insists. Bishops also 
must report all claims of sex 
abuse of a minor to public 
authmities. 

Cardinal ~'rancis George 
advocated before he left for 
Dallas that bishops who protect
ed pedophile priests also face 
removal from their positions. 

That failed to make it into the 
final docwncnt. 

However, the policy for 
priests may restore some confi
dence with Cathol;cs shocked 
and confused as to how the c1i
sis occw-red at all. 

The constraints of zero tolerance 
Forums conducted in May by 

the Catholic Lawyers Guild of 
Chicago showed 92 percent of 
Catholics thought a priest 
should be barred from parish 
ministry forever after a "sub
stantiated allegation" or mis
conduct. 1\vo-thirds of pruish
ioners thought the priest 
slmtdd never have any kind of 
ministry again. 

"I think (zero tolerance) wiU 
make people feel safer and 
more protected at a time when 
they don't trust anyone to 
make a decision about putting 
someone back into ministry," 
McLaughlin said. 

Priests, however, arc far 
from united in their approval, 
particularly if the policy forces 
retroactive removal of clergy
men who have been working in 
restricted ministry, such as 
chaplains in nursing homes. 

"I myself am not a zero-toler
ance person," McLaughlin 
said. "Zero tolerance elimi
nates the human element. You 
can't apply zero tolerance to 
people \vithout any exception. 
In a rare occurrence there 
may be a way to place s~meone 
in a ministry other than with 
children." 

George, who played a very 
public role in the bishops' gath
ering, admitted in May thal 
there were several cases of 
working p1iests with accusa
tions in their pasts that he. 
inherited from his predecessor, 
the late Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. 

One of those is the Rev. John 
Calicott, pastor or Holy Angels 
chw·ch on the city's South Side. 
Calicott was removed from his 
parish in 1994 after allegations 
he engaged in misconduct in 
1976 \vith two teenage boys. 

His parish lobbied heavily 
for his return, and Bernardin 
made a rare exception to 
Chicago's tough sex abuse poli
cies to allow Calicott to contin-

ue pastoringl.aitit.heiiciilhiuilrcili1 1asi 
. long as he• 
and was monitored. 

He could be removed from 
his parish again under the 
bishops' policy, which will be 
applied retroactively to priests 
with even one incident in their 
past. 

Even if he is not dismissed 
from the p1iesthood, Calicott 
said, leaving Holy Angels 
would be "a c1isis of faith." 

"I'm having a very difficult 
time with it, and the parish is 

"Zero tolerance eliminates the human element. You 
can't apply zero tolerance to people without any 
exception. In a rare occurrence, there may be a way to 
place someone in a ministry other than with children." 
REV. EDWARD MclAUGHUH, pastor, st Michael Chun:h, Orland Park 

having a difficult time with it 
light now," said Calicott, who 
maintains he was never consid
ered a predator or a danger to 
children. "I had a woman from 
the parish approach me last 
week and tell me not to worry, 
that they wouldn't do anything 
to hurt our faith community 
again." 

Calicott said he wotdd wait 
to plan his future until George 
returned from Dallas and 
spoke \vith him and the other 
archdiocesan priests about 
exactly how the policy would 
be applied. 

"l have great faith in my 
bishop," Calicott said. "And 
imtil the bishops talk to Rome 
and Rome decides what to do, 
we just won't know. I wanl to 
wait and hear what he has to 
say." 

Enter law errlorcement 
For a national policy to be 

binding, the Vatican \viii need 
to approve it, and church offi
cials in Rome have been cool to 
the idea of strongly disciplin
ing accused priests. 

Vatican officials also ex
pressed reservation at requir
ing dioceses to report allega
tions to the civil authorities, 
something that is included in 
the policy the bishops 
approved Friday. 

Gov. George Ryan recently 
signed a bill making members 
of the cler(D' "mandated re
porters" of child sexual abuse 
in Illinois, just like teachers, 
doctors and day care workers. 

The bill exempts reports of 
abuse received under tbe seal 
of the confessional or during 
"spiritual counseling." 

The new law requires clergy 
to notify civil authmities of an 
allegation immediately so they 
can begin an investigation, said 
DuPage County State's Attor
ney Joe Birkett, who drafted 
the bill. 

Birkett said he believes the 
bishops did understand the 
seriousness of the situation 
they face, and signaled that in 
their policy. 

"For the first time, the 
church realizes this is not just 
the issue of the moment, this is 
the issue of the millennium," 
Birkett said. "And thev realize 
that if they do not respond pro
fessionally, in the way that we 
in law enforcement respond, 
and take it as seriously as we 
do, they will have people walk
ing away from the church." 

Lay people will have say 

The Archdiocese of Chicago 
maintains a lay review board of 
the type all bishops now will be 
required to establish. 

Its head, called the profes
sional fitness review adminis
trator, notifies civil authorities 
of an accusation immediately 
after an interview with the 
alleged victim, according to the 
archdiocese. 

However, Chicago's lay board 
has been criticized by some vic
tims and attorneys as moving 
too slowly to handle accusa
tions against priests. 

Other dioceses with no 
review boards and no require
ments to report abuse will need 
to make major changes in how 
they handle accusations, said 
Diana Clegg, who counsels sex
ually abused children for the 
YWCA in Chicago. 

"The time lapse between 
when they find out about these 
things and when they report 
them is going to have to be con
siderably shorter," Clegg said. 

Some dioceses will need 
more refonn than others. 

In Chicago, a spate of abuse 
cases LO years ago resulted in 
the policies in place today, and 
George has advocated a tough 
stand on abusive p1iests and 
negligent bishops. 

Five priests have been 
removed from the archdiocese 
in the past three months; a 
sixth fled the country in the 
race of accusations. 

In Joliet, the bishop removed 
11 priests from ministry, 
though one was reinstated. 

The Southtown reported in 
April that Bishop Joseph 
Imesch transferred a nwnber 
of priests accused of child 
molestation to new ministries 
where they again had access to 
children. Wednesday, a Will 
County judge is expected to 
rule on whether records in one 
of nearly a dozen lawsuits the 
Joliet diocese has raced should 
remain secret.. 

Slow pace of change 
Imcsch advocated some 

leniency in dealing with 
accused priests at the Dallas 
meeting. The Detroit native 
also joked to reporters that the 
bislmps' meeting Thursday 
night would interfere with his 
viewing of the Detroit-Carolina 
Stanley Cup l'i.nals. 

Birkett, who along with Will 
County State's Attorney Jeff 
Tomczak has been examining 
abuse case files turned over by 
the diocese, said he felt lmcsch 
has. taken some important stE-ps 
in cooperating with the invc::li
gation. 

The documents, some of 
which detail abuse cases that 
go back 3D year~. have never 
been shru·ed with law enforce-
ment. . 

"I'm not entirely pleased, bul 
I'm not entirely disappointed 
cithe1;" Birkett said. "These 
files have been eye-opening. It's 
clear they're now taking major 
leaps forward." 

Bishops and other church 
officials wiU need to educate 
themselves about the serious
ness of sex abuse, its effects on 
its victims, and proper ways to 
deal l'<ith incidents when they 
misc, Clegg said. 

"The church is a very closed 
system," the counselor said. "A 
change like this isn't going to 
happen overnight. Some of the 
bishops do understai1d the 
problem, but not all of them do. 
We know this is going to take 
time." 

Soutldllwn religion writer 
Allison llant5chel may be reached at 
ahanllichel@dail)'southtown.com 
or {708) 633-5998. 

-·----~···--··· '····---··---·~,..-----······· ..... -~···~.--,.,.~:_-:_ 
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Decisions await on past abusers 
Cardinal must deal 
with 6 or 7 priests 
still in archdiocese 
BY CA'n!LEEN FALSANI 
,\Nil DAVE NEWHART 
Sr,1,rrREPonT1ms LJTi,J...,LI~ l.·{}b 

grand ballroom on the second floor 
of Dallas' regal Fairmont Hotel 
was filled with dissent, acrimo
nious dialogue and frustration. 

After spending nearly 12 hours 
in closed executive session debat
ing versions of the draft charter on 
Thursday, the bishops spent about 
an hour Friday morning arguing 
over o single word: credible. 

DALLAS-After a tumultuous Archbishop James Keleher of 
week confronting sexual abuse al Kansas City had introduced an 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic amendment lo the draft policy 
Bishops, Cardinal Francis George that would add the word "credible" 

Some bishops, including Cardi
nal George, had wanted the group 
to wnit two years to see how the 
charter workr. in practice before 
seeking Vatican approval-an idea 
the majority rejected. 

"You can change your behavior 
because you promised to do some
thing, even if it's not yet in law, 
nnd we've promised each other 
that we will do this, even though it 
is not yet law," George said. "But 
the argument against that was 
quite strong and carried the day. 

"They said, look, the sooner we 
get this recognized the better off 
we'll all be, because Americans, as a 
rule, tmst law," he said, "or at least 
trust promises that are then legal
ized more than they trust just prom
ises." 

George said Saturday that the 
church still needs to look closer at 
whether the bishops involved in hid
ing abusive priests should be sanc
tioned, an idea he endorsed without 
giving details. 

"We have to look at oursel\'eS if 

we arc going to look at our priests," 
George said. "Thore were misjudged 
values in the post" leading to priests 
protecting other priests. 

He added thnt he hoped U1e 
church's scandal would prompt nn 
examination of sexual abuse in the 
broader society. 

"It's terrible. It's also terrible 
when it happens in homes nnd 
schools and playgrounds" anywhere 
in the United States, he said. 

Daue Newbart reported from 
Chicago. 

returned to Chicago only to face to modify "any nllegations" that ··--··-· .. - -·-··-··--····-··--- ...... . 
more unpleasant work at home. bishops would be required to re- ('-.--··---

George said he would immedi- port to civil authorities. The 
ately begin having "conversations" amendment was rejected. 
about what to do with "six or seven" But Bishop John Steinbock of 
priests who were identified as sex- Fresno, Calif., snid, "[ don't think I 
uni abusers in the past but who are could face my priests back in my 
still working in the archdiocese "' diocese if I say I'm going to report 
well 11s "a couple" more priests who an allegation that hos no substantia-
ure now retired. tion, no credibility to it 

th;~A~~~n~f b~vhh:vio~f~ r----·· """"""""'""c;;:·1 :~s~~~~~ nbe~e~~~a~: 
their background . . . will be suspected. This 
will not be in public turning over to the police 
anymore," George said will be public, and his 
at O'Hare Airport after name will be totally de-
hc returned from the famed." 
Dallas conference. "In Other bishops argued 
light of the new poli- that it was the job of 
cies, that's not going to civil authorities-and 
be possible." not the church-to de-

One of those affected termino whether an ol-
is the Rev. John Calicott legation was "credible." 
of Holy Angels Catholic Cardinal Francis Another sticking 
Church. He was re- George point was the definition 
moved from the South of sexual abuse in a foot-
Side church in 1994 ofter two adult note of the draft charter. Bishops 
1nen accused him of sexuol miscon- had a protracted debate about 
duct at another parish in 1976 when whether to use a definition that 
they were boys. Calicott was rein- went beyond simply forced physical 
stated after or genital contact to include a far 
- his parishioners pleaded broader definition used by Cana-
for his return. dinn bishops. 

"He runy very well decide, 'I'm That definition says sexual 
going to appeal this.' He has o abuse includes "contacts or inter
right to appeal," George said of actions between a child and an 
Calicott. He did not offer any adult when the child is being used 
specifics on how such an appeal as on object of sexual gratification 
might be handled. for the adult. A child is abused 

As for the retired priests, who whether or not this activity in
may have been helpin1~ out at valves explicit force ... genital or 
parishes occasionally, George physicol contact ... is initiated by 
seemed sympathetic. "When you the child, nnd whether or not there 
have n man who is 84., in a wheel- is n discernible harmful outcome." 
chair, in n nursing home, he is not The amendment to use that lnn
preoching, he is not a danger to guage in the footnote was intro
nny ministry, there seem to be a duced by Chicago's Auxiliary 
couple exceptions that age and in- Bishop Raymond Goedert. 
firmity demand," he said. Some bish&ps orgued that the 

The bishops voted 239-13 Fri- Canadian definition left the door 
day to approve their Charter for open for almost anything. 
the Protection of Children and Mi- "How are we going to spell out 
nors, which says no priest who interactions?" said Archbishop 
abuses a child may call himself a Justin Rigali of St. Louis. "ls this 
priest any longer, nor mny he wear going to be a glance? Is this going 
the priestly garb, celebrate the to be a word? ... Remember, we , 
moss in public or serve the church ore toking the priests out of min- · 
in any capacity-even as o parish istry for this." 
janitor. Archbishop Michael Sheehan of 

The bishops soy they are united Santa Fe, N.M., argued vehc
behind the charter, speaking with mently that the broader definition 
one voice both in contrition for the would be harmful to good priests. 
role they hnvc played in creating •lWhat horrified our nation is 
the gravest scandal to rock the Ro- that priests had some kind of geni
mon Catholic Church in America tol, sexual contact with minors and 
und in their dedication to changing harmed them in that way," Shee
thcir nctions. hnn said. "If it's just n hug, to re· 

And while the bishops have move a man from the priesthood 
pledged to enforce the st.rict poli- for that, thnt doesn't seem right." 
cies of the charter even before it. In the end, bishops voted 156-87 
becomes church low by Vatican ap- in favor of the broader Canadian 
proval, critics soy they heard that definition of abuse. 
kind of promise from the bishops a Perhaps one of the most interest-
decnde ugo, and nothing changed. ing nnd heated disputes Friday in-

In the days and hours that led volved seeking Vatican approval for 
up to the historic votes to approve the new policy. Bishops proposed 
the unprecedented, mandatory no- pursuing what is called a recogni
tional policy on sex nbuse of mi- cio, literally "recognition," from the 
norn by priests and deacons, the Holy See as soon as possible. 

A Time to Bend 

U.S. Bishops, Sure of Their Ground in Past, 
Let Public Opinion Guide Them This Time 

iJvtl G/ 11: 
By LAURIE GOODSTEIN 

DALLAS: June 15 - For many her of bishops had permitted priests 
years, the .,IJ,l!tion's .Roman Catholic who sexually abused young people, 
bishops Clarerto st<ike. out positions including children, to continue serv
that were Jecidedly unpopular, ·or Ing. In the n:lnlstry, where some 
even couhtercultural, because they priests preyed on additional victims. 

felt that on the grand Faced with this debacle, the bish-
News American stage, it was ops decided at their meeting In Dal-

Analysis their role to speak with a las this week that this time they 
prophetic voice. could not afford to take the unpopu-

They stood against the lar, countercultural course. With the 
death penalty and abortion even as public, the media and seKUal abuse 
polls proved that the public and even victims joining in a chorus !or "zero 
the Catholic faithful did not stand tolerance" ol priest offenders, the 
with them. They testified again.st the bishops relented. They voted to bar 
arms race while Americans applaud- from the ministry any priest found to 
ed the Reagan administration's mili- be involved in seKUal abuse of a 
tary buildup. When Americans clam-
ored to close the borders to immi- minor in the past, present or luture. 
grants, the Catholic bishops "People want us to act in a clear 
preached to open them. and decisive way," Bishop Joseph A. 

ThC:n this year, n problem that had Galante, Co·adjutor of Dallas, a 
no doubt always been festering in the member of the bishops ad hoc com; 
church erupted into a crisis that sud- mittee on_ sexual abuse, said to his 
denly cast the bishops in the unfamil- brother bishops. "Not with a lot of 
iar role of villains. A shocking num- wiggle words, or with being ph1loso
··--··-.. ·-------~----········- phers or whatever, and parsing ev-

erything. They want a clear policy 
that will say, 'Your children will be 
safe.'" 

The new policy will have immedi
ate consequences in some Catholic 
communities. Priests with sexual 
misconduct In their past - and !or 
some elderly priests, their very dis
tant pr,'' · ••ill be pulled out of the 
parishes, nursing homes, hospitals 
and programs where they may still 
be serving. They will be told they 
cannot wear their Roman collars. 
They will not be allowed to say Mass. 
They will not be allowed to baptize 

Continued 011 Page 19 
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Pastor's past 
raises questions 
about forgiveness 
By Todd Lighty (, (/ (, 
Tribune slaff reporter 

In 1995, a priesl accused of 
abusing two boys was wclcomccl 
back by parishioners with tears, 
applause and rejoicing. Since 
then, Rev. John Calicott has sus
tained the respect and supp011 
of the parishioners at Chicago's 
Holy Angels Catholic Church. 

On Saturday, parishioners 
said they remained hopeful that 
Cardinal Francis George would 
decide to allow Calicott to re· 
main at Holy Angels, even after 
the nation's bishops adopted a 
new sex-abuse policy that ap
parently means they will lose 
him again. 

"The parish is grieving based 
on what they've seen" of the new 
one-strike policy, Tony Valcs,39, 
said before evening mass. "But 
Urn ink is still wet on the bish· 
ops' report on what is to be done, 
and Cm·dinai George still has to 
meet with him." 

Calicott has said he also wish· 
cs to stay. "I am not a risk to chi!· 
drcn." Calicott said. "I am con
cerned parishioners will rebel. 
People will sec this as not being 
a forgiving chtu·ch." 

Indeed, Rex Alexander, who 
was an altar boy with Calicott 
when they both Ii vcd in the Ida 
B. Wells housing complex. said 
he has been a faithful Catholic 
since 1955 but would now lea vc 

flibunc photo by Mllben 0, Brown 
Rev. John Calicott, who was accused of sexual misconduct at another parish, was removed from Holy Angels Church in 1994 and reinstated l'h years later. 

Urn church. On Saturday, George said he 
"We as a parish had asked for plans to meet with the pricstsaf

him back and now they arc go· tcr returning to Chicago. "l 
ing to lake him away from us." th ink I'll listen to them first," he 
Alexander said. "Where's the said. "You have to listen first be
forgivcncss?" cause a man's wholeHfe is being 

Nationwide, an unknown transfomied now, and even his 
number of priests accused of identity is being affected by 
molesting children currently this, so you have to listen. We 
nrc serving, most wiULOut pub· have to see what kind of future 
lie disclosure, as ministers in might be envisaged." 
parishes, as chaplains at hospi- Church law, like civil law, is 
tals and nursing homes and in set up to follow principles of due 
administrative jobs in dioceses. process. Priests who arc re-

in the Catholic Archdiocese of moved from their positions be
Chicago, besides Calicott. tlu·ce cause of sexual misconduct 
priests work in parishes and ·charges cm1 appeal their remov
three others are assigned to lim- al to a canonical tribunal al
ited ministry working as hospi- ready set up in each archdio
tal chaplains and in administ..ra- ccse. George said. 
tivc positions. according to The tribunal is most visible in 
church officinls. deciding cases of marriage an-

1110 cases ngainsl all seven nulments, but it also handles 
priests were handled during the other issues, he said. The head 
tenure of the late Cardinal Jo- of the tribunal in lhe Chicago 
seph Bernardin. All arc now in archdiocese is Rev. Patrick R. 
mandated monitoring pro- Lagges, a canon lawyer. who 
grams that require them to sign was unavailable for comment 
a protocol stating they will riev- Saturday. 
er be alone with a child. The bishops' policy seems 

"The status of these priests clear Bishop Wilton Gregory, 
will be reviewed in light of the president of the U.S. Conference 
actions in Dallas," said James of Catholic Bishops, summed it 
Dwyer, spokesman for the arch· up ~"'riday: "From this day for
dioccse. ward. no one known to have sex-

Dwyer said no immediate ac- uallyabusedachild will work in 
lion would be taken against the Catholic Church in the Unit
priests, adding that archdiocese ed States." · 
officials want to digest the new The Chicago archdiocese ear· 
policy and establish some form lier had determined that the 54· 
of procedures for reviewing year-old Calicott and the three 
each priest's situation. other parish priests had abused 

children, although Calicott is 
the only priest in the archdio
cese to be removed and later 
sent back to his parish. 

As for the three other priests, 
an archdiocese review board, 
which handles allegations or 
child sexual abuse by priests, 
had determined that while the 
allegations were credible. the 
circwnstances did not warrant 
the priests' removal. 

"I don't want to characterize 
those circumstances because I 
don't know what they arc," 
Dwyer said. "They are conduct
ing regular ministry with some 
restrictions. They are not sup
posed to be alone with minors. 
Ever." 

Dwyer declined to identify the 
priests. He said that in the three 
cases where the priests still 
worked in parish ministries, 
parishioners likely did not 
know who they were. The arch
diocese had stripped another 
sLx priests this year from minis· 
terial duties after substantiat
ing old allegations of abuse. 

The nation's 300 bishops gath
ered in Dallas to grapple with 
how best to deal with a child-sex 
abuse scandal eroding the 
church's credibility and statm·c 
among laity. 

A bishops' ad hoc committee 
on sexual abuse had initially 
proposed that a priest who 
abused one child could be reas
sib'lled to a parish after attend· 
i ng counseling sessions. appear-

'I will be absolutef.IJ 
devastated if the church 
removes me. I have 
dedicated mg life to the 
church.' 
-Rev. John Calicott, the pilStor of Chi· 
caao's Holy Angels Church who was 
;iccused of ~exual misconduct 

ing before a re\•iew board and 
agreeing to be monitored. 

But critics. including some se
nioi· church Leaders, objected 
strenuously to that proposal 
mid instead approved a policy 
that removes abusive priests 
from any type ofministr::,~ 

Prior to the Dallas meeting. 
George suggested that bishops 
should have some leeway in de· 
cicling whether \'.'ay,vard 
priests should work in some 
form of limited ministry away 
from children. 

Speaking of the seven priests 
in the Chicago archdiocese, 
George said, "I think they hav.; 
served well. There haven't been 
any further allegations of 
abuse. they're coruiected to peo
ple; they're monitored. 

"I think a lot of it would have 
to be lil<e Calicott, that is, where 
everybody knows, then people 
can make their own judgment,; 
also about how they are going to 

relate to this man and not ap
proach him under any kind or 
ignorance or any feeling they 
have been deceived." 

In spring 1994, Bernardin had 
removed Calicott from parish 
ministry at Holy Angels after 
archdiocese officials deter
mined he h:id engaged in sexual 
misconduct with two 15-year-old 
boys. The abuse allegations 
stemmed from separate inci
dents in 197G when Calicott was 
a pastor at St. Ailbc Cath"olic 
Church in the 9000 block of 
South Harper A\'enuc. 

About l 'h years !atet~ Bernar
din took an extraordinary step 
by reinstating Calicott to Holy 
Angels-a departure of the 
archdiocese's policy of reinstat
ing priests accused of sexual 
misconduct. 

Bernardin at the time said he 
made the exception because• 

found that Calicott posed no 
"significant risk to children" if 
he He also 
cited the passage of time since 
the misconduct and the support 
of church leaders and parish
ioners. 

Even the two males who were 
abused suppm1ed Calicott's rc
tm·n to the parish in the 600 
block of East Oakwood Boule
vard, Bernardin said. 

Calicott has built on the work 
of the charismatic Rev. George 
Clements. who had instilled the 
impoverished Kenwood-Oak-

land neighborhood with a sense 
or hope and pride. 

About 500 families worship nt 
the African-American Catholic 
church and have embraced Cnli· 
cotL Regardless of George's dc
cisfon, Vales said that support 
would continue. 

"As a Catholic, }'OU n.re tnucht 
growini;: up about forgiveness." 
Vales said. "This parish has for· ! 
given him. We all know what 
look place ... and we do not feel 
he is a threat to children.'' 

The co-pastor, Rev. Bob Miller, 
has acted ns Calicott's monitor 
for the past six years. He de
scribed Calicott as n d}'llamic 
pas tot: 

"This is a perfect example ofn 
bad situation that turned out to 
be a blessing," Miller said. "Car· 
dinal Bernardin marle a hnrd. 
difficult decision but it was the 
right decision." 

Now, that decision is about to 
be undone. 

Calicott, a priest for 27 ycnrs, 
said he was deeply hurt nnd 
wanted to meet with Cardinal 
George. 

"I will be absolutely devastllt· 
ed if the church removes me. I 
have dedicated my Life to the 
church," Calicott said. 

"How cru1 I teach forgiveness 
if the church is not going to 
show forgiveness?" 

Tribune staff reporters Monica 
Davey, Rick Hepp and S/1ia Ka· 
pas contributed to thL~ report. 

AOC 011065 
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AP photo 

Bishop Walter Sullivan of Richmond, Va . holds up his ballot Friday at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops meeting in Dallas. 

No discipline for leaders 
who covered u:p abuses 
By David Heinzmann 
and Monica Davey 
Tri~ staff reporters (, / J (' 

DALLAS-Seeking to end the 
sex abuse scandal ripping apart 
their church, the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
adopted a tough national policy 
that will remove any priest from 
ministry for even a single act of 
sexual abuse. 

But in what many found to be 
a troubling silence. the policy 
included no terms to discipline 
or rebuke bishops whose ac
tions protected sexually abu-' 
sive clerics in the past. 

The new policy will strip an 
abusing priest of his Roman col
lar and his ability to do any pub-

. lie work as a priest, although he 
will not be automatiCally de
frocked--0r laicized, as the 
church calls complete removal 
from the priesthood. Some crit
ics found that. too, to be a short
coming of the new proposal. 

Nevertheless, a majority of 
the American bishops said they 
believe the nei.l/ policy, 1..Vhich be
comes effective immediately, 
will restore Catholics' confi
dence in their leadership. 

"From this day forward no 
one known to have sexually 
abused a child will work in the 

[I Judge Anne Burke named to 
oversight panel. PAGE 17 

lfil Bishop Wilton Gregory sums 
up, apologizes. PAGE 16 

Catholic Church in the United 
States," said Bishop Wilton Gre
gory, president of the confer
ence. "We bishops apologize to 
anyone harmed by one of otu· 
priests . and for our tragically 
slow response in recognizing 
the horror of sexual abuse." 

Chicago.'s Cardinal Francis 
George had intended to push for 
a measure that would have cre
ated what he called "conse
quences" for bishops who mis
handled sexual abuse cases. Al
though his proposal was not in
cluded; he said he believed it 
would be addressed in the com
ing months and might be voted 
on at the bishops' next national 
conference in November. 

"In the discussions, it became 
clear that this is what we could 
support at this time," he sairl. 
"But that's enough to begin it. 
I'm quite content with what 
happened." 

The final policy, adopted by a 

PLEASE SEE BISHOPS, PAGE 16 
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6-hour debate 
precedes vote 
on new policy 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

vote of 239·13 after six hours of 
debate Friday, removed the pos· 
sibility that a priest who had 
one known incident of sexual 
abuse ·in his past might remain 
in ministry. Instead, the bishops 
decided that "even for a single 

"The problematic, or the 
flawed element, is the lack of an 
ability to nuance the treatment 
of perpetrators, which has 
served us well, 1 believe, in Chi· 
ca go," he said. 

Gregory, who is the Belleville, 
Ill .. bishop, said he could not es· 
timate how many priests would 
be removed as a result of the ze. 
ro·tolerance policy. 

act of sexual abuse of a minor
past, present or future-the of· , . 
fending cleric will not remain in Life of penance and prayer' 

As the 300 bishops moved on to 
handling some of the housekeep· 
ing and technical tasks accom· 
panying their approval of the 
new policy, they said Friday's 
historic action assures that the 
church has done everything in 
its power to protect Catholic 
children from sexual abuse by 
clerics. 

ministry and will not receive a The final policy restricted the 
future assignment." status of a priest guilty of abuse 

The bishops' action.apparent· who is not dismissed from the 
lywould end the ministry ofsev· priesthood to "a life of penance 
en Chicago-area priests, includ· and prayer" in which ·he will not 
ing one popular pastor who has be able to "present himself pub· 
rebuilt his tarnished reputation licly as a priest," including 
ataSouthSidechurch.Fordays, .wearing clerical garb or cele· 
Rev. John Calicott, who was ac- 'brating mass publicly. 
cused of abusing two 15-year-old Gregory and others who have 
boys in 1976 and is now moni· · discussed terms of the policy 
tared by the archdiocese of Chi· with Vatican officials in recent 
cago, said he had hoped that the weeks said they are confident of 
bishops would not apply their Rome's approval. However, the 
new sex-abuse policy retroac- Vatican had advocated a case
tively. by-case review of old allegations 

"I see no real purpose for it," rather than a zero-tolerance pol. 
said Calicott, pastor of Holy An· icy. 
gels Church. "The only purpose George said the American 
is vengeance. There is a shift bishops. can pledge themselves 
from protecting the children to to uphold the policy with or 
punishing the priests." without Rome. But it would not 

George said that while he sup· be mandatory law until the Vat· 
ported the terms of the new pol· ican signs off, and George said 
icy. he regretted· there would be he foresees a negotiation proc· 
no leeway in cases such as Cali· ess over the strictest terms. 
colt's. Under the polic)\ local bishops 

Statement of Bishop Gregory 

Tribune photo by Terrence Antonio Jame5 
Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests members Mark 
Serrano (right) and David Clohessy and other abuse victims 
march in Dallas, where the bishops met. 

would be responsible for decid· 
ing whether to pursue the most 
severe action of actually de· 
frocking a priest in their dio
cese. 

Victims of sexual abuse by 
priests were quick to denounce 
the terms of the policy because it 
leaves room for guilty clerics to 
technically remain prieEts, al· 
though they would be stripped 
of all of their priestly faculties 
and privileges. 

"If they're going to allow these 
men to still be priests, they can 
still abuse that position and au· 
thority," said Barbara Blaine, 
founder and president of the 
Survivors Network of those 
Abused by Priests. 

George disagreed. 
"Zero tolerance-that's about 

as zero as you can get," he said. 
"He may never publicly present 
himself as a priest. He may nev
er wear a collar. He may never 

have any public mtn!S'.ry, 
What's missing there?" 

And Joliet Bishop· Joseph 
Imesch said he believed rank· 
and-file Catholics will be satis· 
fled with the policy, 

"I think all people want to be 
assured of is that the priest will 
not be in public ministry. That 
he will have no access to chi!· 
dren, and I think this takes care 
of that," Imesch said. 

Bishops also said critics need· 
ed to understand the clifliculty 
of formally defrocking a priest. 

Defrocking called complicated 
"l think the important thing is 

that someone who is guilty of a 
crime not be in any ministry of 
any sort," said Bishop Daniel 
Jenky of Peoria. But laicization 
is a complicated process in can
on law that he described as a le· 
gal "swamp and a morass." 

The zero-tolerance policy sur· 

The statement Bishop Wilton 
Gregory, president of the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, made Friday after 
church leaders approved a na· 
tional policy on disciplining 
priests who molest children: 

Today we have seen the pas· 
sage of an important docurneQt 
in the history of our conference 
of bishops. 

From th is day forward no one 
known to have sexually abused 
a child will work in the Catholic 
Church in the United States. 

We bishops apologize to any· 
one harmed by one of our 

vived a challenge Friday after· 
noon in an open session of the 
conference from several bishops 
who stuck to a traditional stance 
that the church needed to leave 
room for forgiveness and reha· 
bilitation of priests who sexual· 
ly abused victims many years 
before. 

"We have to come to a stan· 
<lard of zero tolerance but not a 
standard of forgiveness," said 
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Sulli· 
van of Brooklyn. "We have come 
to a policy of unforgiveness." 

Bishops quickly rose up to de· 
fend the zero-tolerance policy on 
multiple fronts. Cardinal Wil· 
liam Keeler of Baltimore said 
most bishops' experiences have 
shown that it is very rare for a 
sexual offender to molest a child 
in only one case. 

"People can be forgiven and 
should be forgiven," Bishop 
Francis DiLorenzo of Honolulu. 
However, child molesters "have 
gone way beyond what we as a 
society, and we in Catholic mor· 
al theology, recognize as cuitur· 

'
1 al taboos." 

The future accountability of 
bishops in handling sexual 
abuse cases will fall to the newly 
created National Review Boari:I, 
made up of laypeople. In addi· 
tion to Oklahoma Gov. Frank 
Keating, a former FBI agent and 
state prosecutor. Gregory ap· 
pointed Illinois Appellate Judge 
Anne Burke and prominent 
Washington lawyer Robert Ben· 
nett, who represented President 
Bill Clinton during his impeach· 
ment. 

Keating was present at a news 
conference with Gregory after 
the vote was taken. He said that 
as a lifelong Catholic, he has 
been horrified by the church sex 
abuse scandal. 

In addition to scrutinizing the 
future conduct of bishops, Keat· 
ing said he would push for the 

p~iests and for our tragically 
slow response in recognizing 
the horror of sexual abuse. 

The "Charter for the Protec· 
tion of Children and Young Peo· 
pie" stands as one of the greatest 
efforts anywhere in addressing 
sexual abuse of minors. 

The "Charter for the Protec
tion of Children and Young Peo· 
pie" ensures that young people 
are protected, that victims are 
truly listened to and assisted, · 
that all priests are trustworthy 
and that all bishops act respon· 
sibly. 

-Associated Press 

pope to remove bishops when in· 
vestigations show their past 
conduct protected priests they 
knew to be abusive. 

"lt'sa criminal act. If someone 
obscures, absolves or obstructs 
[the investigation of] that crimi· 
nal act, arguably, they are acces· 
sories to the crime," he said. 

Panel can add members 
Along with Bennett and 

Burke, whom Keating described 
as "two solid, no-nonsense Ca
tholics," the Oklahoma gover· 
nor will be charged with ap· 
pointing· more members to the 
board. 

Gregory did not comment on 
Keating's pledge to pursue the 
removal of bishops who protect· 
ed abusive priests. 

Earlier he said it was not his 
or his colleagues' place to ask 
their fellow bishops to resign. 

"The question of resignation 
belongs exclusively between the 
bishop and the Holy Father," he 
said. 

In addiiion to unanswered 
questions about the account· 
ability of bishops, some church 
leaders also walked away from 
the session unsure of whether 
the. church will keep track of 
abusers who are defrocked, es· 
pecially those who are returned 
to lay society with no criminal 
charges hanging over their 
heads. 

Bishop Gerald Gettellmger of 
Evansville, Ind., suggested a 
"national registry" of former 
priests· who are sex offenders 
that could be posted on a Web 
site in the same way that civil 
law enforcement posts sex of. 
fender lists. 

No such provisions were in· 
eluded in the policy, but Gregory 
said Gettellmger's proposal 
could be submitted to the sex 
abuse committee and put In the 
policy later. 



Bishops face parishes with policy in hand 
:hsuri11J1t//'rw '-;)fu,,rUA. io/f1 

NEW YORK - The Roman 
Catholic church needs to pick up the 
pieces, Cardinal Edward Egan told 
parishioners on Sunday as bishops 
returned to their pulpits after passing 
a new mandate on dealing with 
pedophile priests. 

Egan and other church leaders 
apologi1.ed to worshippers Sw1day 
for the clergy's handling of one of the 
worst scandals in U.S. church history. 

"l11is is a harsh day. These are ter
rible times. And we are all outraged, 
scandalized," Egan told parish
ioners at St. Charles Parish on Staten 
Island. "We need to pick up the 
pieces, and we will." 

111c 1iational guidelines, adopted 
Friday at a landmark bishops confer
ence in Dallas, require church 
officials to report any allegation of a 
minor being abused by clergy and 
give the rank-and-file an unprece
dented role in policing U1e church. 

Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua of 
Philadelphia said the Dallas meeting 
was "the most painful and difficult" 
of his 33 years as a priest. 

"Painful though it is. I still support" 
1.hc policy, Bevilacqua said during 
Stmday Mass at St. Denis Parish in 
Havcrtown. Pa. "I have to balance my 
great love for all priests with U1e 
common good of the church. That 
has to be Ute highest priority." 

One aspect of the policy drawing 
criticism is that while past abusers 
will be stripped of duties, they will be 
allowed to remain in the priesthood. 

Victims' rights groups have argued 
that formal defrocldng- complete 
removal from the priesU10od-is the 
only acceptable punishment for abu
sive priests. 

Vatican officials, however, have 
questioned whcU1cr the plan co 
remove abusive priests from church 
work may be too much, said Bishop 
Wilton Gregory, president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. He 
said many in the Holy See do not 
understand U1e U.S. legalsystcmand 
think dmt church penance is enough. 

In Boston, theepicenterofthenu
moil rocking the church, Cardinal 
Bernard L,w did not appear at Holy 
Cross Cad1edral, as he had not 
returned from Dallas and customar
ily spends the summer visiting 
pa1ishcs. 

The homily was instead delivered 
by a priest. d1c Monsignor William H. 
Roche, who did not discuss the bish
ops' meeting or the scKwd abuse 
scandal. Outside, protesters gathered 
as they have done since the scandal 
broke in January. 

Stephen Lewis. 45, of Lynn. Mass .. 
held a sign that read "Bishops Balk. 
Bishops Walk_" Lewis said he was 
abused by a priest when he was an 
I I-year-old altar boy. 

"They didn't go far enough. I want 
zero tolerance and priests defrocked. 
We're talking about a crime," he said. 

Gregory said he still was "as confi
dent as I can be" that die Vatican will 
approve the policy. 

111c process, which could take 
months, is necessary before the 
policy can become church law in the 

Cardinal George vows archdiocese will conform 
OAK PARK-The Archdiocese of 

Chicago will conform to new policies 
set last week by the nation's bishops 
for dealing with priests who have 
been identified as sexual abusers, 
Cardinal Francis George said Sunday. 

However, the new policy is causing 
artguish at Holy Angels Church, one 
of Chicago's highest-profile parishes, 
where in 1995, a priest accused of 
abusing two boys was welcomed 
back by parishioners, who now insist 
the priest stay. 

George said he will talk with seven 
priests who have been identified as 
sexual abusers in the past but who 
are still working in the archdiocese. 

Those cases were handled during 
the tenure of the late Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. The seven priests are now 
in mandated monitoring programs 
that require them to sign a protocol 
stating they will never be alone with a 
child. 

But under policies adopted last 
week by the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, priests who abuse 
children will be removed from any 
type of ministry. 

"It means that we have to give up 
the Chicago protocols, which I 
think were responsibly hanclled 
before I got here. We will do that for 
the sake of national unifom1ity in 
the way this is treated," George said 
after celebrating Mass at St. Giles 
Church. 

ASSOCIATl!U PltES~ 

Cardinal Francis George greets parishioners Sherry Spencer, right, and Peggy Rich, second left, outside St. Giies 
Church after presiding over Mass in Oak Park on Sunday. 

The archdiocese will review the 
cases involving the seven priests 
individually in termsofthenewpoli-
cies, George said. Parishioners at Holy Angels now 

One of those priests is the Rev. John say they hope George allows Calicott 
Calicott, George said. Calicott was to remain attheir church. 
removed from parish ministry at "The parish is grieving based on 
Holy Angels Catholic Church in what they've seen" of the new one
Chicago about eight years ago after strike policy, said1bnyVales, 39. "But 
archdiocese officials determined he the ink is still wet on the bishops' 
had engaged in sexual misconduct report on what is to be done, and 
with two 15-year-old boys. Bernardin Cardinal George still has to meet with 
reinstated him about 18 months later him." 
because he said Calicott also said he wants to stay 
-found that Calicott posed no at Holy Angels, formerly headed by 
"significantrisktochildren"ifhe--~~~-~ev. George Clements, whose 

United States. 
"They know the seriousness of the 

matter," Gregory said on NBC's "Meet 
the Press." "They have eKpressed 
their overwhelming desire to assist 
us." 

Many bishops returning from the 
conference said their dioceses 
already had adopted sexual abuse 
guidelines similar to the national 
mandate. 

New Mexico Archbishop Michael 
Sheehan said on Sanuday that the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe had served 
as model for the national policy. 

He eKpelled 20 priests after he took 
over the archdiocese in 1993 an1id a 
sexual scandal there. 

decision to adopt Uirce teenage boys 
was the subject of a 1elevision 
movie. 

"I am not a risk to children," he 
said. "I am concerned parishioners 
will rebel. People 'viii sec U1is as not 
being a forgiving church." 

George said he spoke with CaLicoll 
on Saturday night. 

"He is troubled. Of course. that's 
understandable. His whole future, 
l1is whole identity is at stake," George 
said. 

The nation's bishops created the 

"We had here a microcosm in New 
Mexico of what has taken place 
recently in the country," he said. VIA. I "') c o ;J ()0 C( . -

A'=;; 

new policies while n 1ecling last week 
in Dallas to dctenninc how best to 
deal with a scartdal involving priests 
who have been accused of abusing 
children. George did not directly 
address the scandal during his 
homily on Sunday. Still, he asked the 
media to either leave the church or 
stop taking notes. 

"I really don't wa111 a worship ser
vice to be the object of the kind of 
scrutiny Umt you have to bring to 
things,'' he said after U1e parish's 75th 
anniverswy Mass. 

AOC 011068 
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Cardinal: 'We 
have more 
work to do' 
Presiding over mass, George asks 
reporters to leave Oak Park church 
By Anne llmlhay 
Staff writer J-rou-n '-•/ n 

In his first sermon since the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops set a national policy 
on priests who sexually abused 
children, Cardinal Francis 
George surprised reporters by 
telling them "to leave, or to quit 
taking notes" during mass at a 
west suburban church. 

Chicago's cardinal told 
reporters to quit taking notes 
during his homily or else leave 
the Sunday mass at Oak Park's 
SL Giles Church - after liken
ing the media to govenunei:it 
spies who tape-recorded his 
sermons when he preached in 
Poland during Communist rule. 

Archdiocese spokeswomen 
said it was the first time in his 

· five-year Chicago tenure that 

Olns SWeda/Oaify Soulhtm•n 

canHnal George said mass SUnday at 
St GHes Church In Oak Parll. 

George asked reporters not to 
quote him at a church service. 
Yet George's 25-minute homily 
made only passing references 
to the Dallas conference, 
speaking of the need to trust in 
God's providence and not "the 
agendas" and plans often set 
by others. 

See CARDINAL, page A7 

Cardina~ 
Continued from page Al 

"Together we must heal a 
broken world, heal a broken 
church, heal our families," he 
said at one point. 

George spoke \vith · 
reporters outside St. Giles 
after mass, telling them he 
returned from Dallas 
Saturday to call the seven 
Chicago-area priests who face 
removal from any public min
istry under the new national 
policy. 

"I've talked to. a number of 
them ... 1 said that we have to 
get together to talk as soon as 
possible," George said. 

Six of the priests have been 
in mandated monitoring pro
grams after complaints alleg
ing sexual abuse of minors 
were reviewed by a Chicago 
archdiocesan panel a decade 
ago, he said. · 

The seventh priest is the 
only one George acknowl
edged by name Sunday: The 
Rev. John Calicott, pastor of 
Holy Angels Cathedral on the 
city's South Side. Calicott 
spoke publicly last week about 
the new national policy, saying 
• us removal would case "a cri
sis of faith" for his parish and 
him. 

Calicott was removed from 
parish ministry in 1994, after 
archdiocese officials deter
mined he engaged in sexual 
misconduct with two 15-year
old boys in 1976. 

He was reinstated, with 
backing from his congrega
tion, after the late Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin ruled that 
he posed no significant risk to 
children if monitored -- . George said that he believes 
some of the men removed 
from public ministry will 
choose to leave the priesthood 
completely - "be removed 
from the 'clerical state,' as it's 
called," he said. "Others who 
are 80 years old might not ask 
that." 

George said he expects U.S. 
. bishops will meet again in 

November to further hash out 

Olris S\Ycda/Oal~ Soullltown 

Cardinal George ascends the steps to st Giles COOn:h on SUnday. "I did not 
want the morning's senlce to be the ollject of the t)lJe of scrutiny yoil haw 
to bring to th~. he said after the mass. 

what should be done about seeing reporters Sunday 
bishops who mishandled reminded him· of that experi
cases of abuse. But he praised ence, adding, "I apologize to 
last week's move to create a the media for asking them to 
national lay board "to monitor leave, but I do ask them to 
the conduct of bishops. leave, or to quit taking notes." 

"That says that we're Some applauded among the 
accountable to someone for 300 parishioners attending 
the way in which we have mass. 
acted ... It's the beginning of a The archdiocese had 
different way of being bish- advised the media of George's 
ops," he said. plans to be at St. Giles and had 

Asked to describe last not warned that he did not 
week's meeting among the want news coverage . 
leaders of195 American dioce- "l did not want the mom
ses, George said, "We had to ing's service to be the object of 
do a national policy that would the type of scrutiny you have 
respond adequately to the cri- to bring to things," George 
sis, and be seen to respond. l told reporters outside St. 
think we did that, and for that. Giles, after the mass ended. 
I'm very happy. ''I'd like to be free within 

"But the story is a sad one, our own worship services to 
and at another level there is speak as a bishop and to 
roregiveness. and there's sin preach," he added later. 
and there's trust within the "And If I have a public state
church. All of that has still to ment to make, I make it out
be resolved. And so I'm side of our worship services." 
pieased with work, but I know George said the media 
that we have a lot more work should "broaden the number 
to do." of people you ask to respond 

George delivered his homily to what the bishops did ... to 
at St. Giles, an Oak Park have more adequate coverage" 
church marking its 75th of the scandal. The cardinal 
anniversary. He opened by said "factual errors and confu
noting that when he worked in sions" have been reported, 
Poland, communist spies "but this is a story that 
taped his remarks to be "used deserves attention, and I think 
against the church, so I had to all or us arc grateful." 
choose my words e>.traordi
narily careMly." 

The cardinal added that 
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DALLAS-U.S. Roman Ca
tholic leaders left this city 
armed with a national rule for 
removing any priest from mi.n
istry who abuses children, but 
also with a vast realm of un
mapped technical and legal ter
ritory to navigate as they try to 
start putting it in place Monday. 

Although the intent of the pol
icy adopted at last week's histor
ic meeting was to create a uni
form standard for handling 
abuse, early signs suggest that 
winning the bishops' votes may 
have been simpler than guaran
teeing it will be interpreted and 
implemented uniformly. 

Might an abusive priest who 
was removed fr:om public minis
try, for example, be allowed to . 
keep his job at an archdiocese if · 
he worked a desk job answering 
phones or filing papers? Some 
bishops said absolutely not, but 
others said maybe. Others con
ceded they simply aren't sure. 

"Noni:) of these policies are ex
actly clear," Bishop Anthony 
Pilla of Cleveland said. "There 
is no policy that we could have 
made that would cover every sit
uation." 

Bishop Joseph Imesch of Jo
liet said priests who have 
ab~ed even once in the p~st 
will hcild no positions within the 
diocese: "nothlng, nothing, · · 
nothing," he said. 

"I th.ink he pretty much .· 
understands he's not going to ;· 
have any church job," Inlesch .· . ;'' .. ,...,,. ---·r;ibu;;~.;rit~·by Chu~1(01?;;;;~~ 

PLEASE SEE BUSHOPS, PAGE 13 
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Clarification 
still needed, 
cardinal says 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

said, adding that retired priests 
would "certainly" continue to 
receive their pensions. 

Chicago's Cardinal Francis 
George said he was not sure 
whether abusive priests might 
remain in certain desk jobs, as 
long as the jobs involved no 
ministry and no collar. 

"We haven't even thought of 
that yet," George said as he left 
Dallas on Saturday. "It depends 
on where they want to make 
their new life." 

Could such priests-there 
are seven who appear to qualify 
in the Chicago archdiocese-
continue to work and draw a 
paycheck from the archdio
cese? 

"I have no idea," George said. 
"I have to talk to them. I mean I 
don't know." 

DetaoHs to be worlted out 
On . Friday, 300 members of 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops voted to adopt a 12-page 
document titled "Charter for 
the Protection of Children and 
Young People" and a related 
six-page document. Although 
the charter went into effect im
mediately, many details remain 
to be worked out as the bishops 
implement it. 

Many leaders said they were 
not even certain exactly how 
their way of handling sex abuse 
cases compared to the national 
policy, which calls for remov-

Tribune photo by Logan Mock-Bunting 

Chicago's Cardinal Francis 
George said he's not sure 
about details of the new pun
ishment for sex abuse. The 
new rules are "uncharted sea," 
he said. 

ing all priests with old child
sex abuse incidents, assem
bling a panel composed mos'Jy 
of laypeople to review sex 
abuse claims and hiring an "as
sistance coordinator" to help 
with pastoral care for those 
abused. 

They said they intended on 
Monday to begin reviewing and 
consulting canon lawyers on 
their own diocesan rules to de
termine what changes will be 
needed to comply. 

Several dioceses and arch
dioceses across the country, in
cluding Chicago and Joliet, al
ready have a review board, 
which is now mandated by the 
policy; but few have an assist
ance coordinato1: 

"We're going to have to ask 
them to look at their role, and 
see if there's anything we're 
not doing," Imesch said of ~Jo-

liet's review panel. that's not done, I think we'd 
In Peoria, Bishop Daniel Jen- have another crisis on our 

ky recently announced plans to hands," Pfeifer said. 
establish a 13-member panel. During a closed session of the 

National review board meeting, some bishops called 
for the resignation of col-

Another element of the new leagues, according to Rev. Tho- . 
rule is a national review board, mas Reese, editor of the Jesuit Wli 
but its role and authority also magazine America. No· one ;r;" 
are a matter of confusion and named names, Reese said, but ~ij 
uncertainty among some bish- they probably were referring to e 
ops. Cardinal Bernard Law of Bos-1 
. Although some leaders and ton, whose reassigning of ~ 

parishioners had called for it, priests he knew to be sex abus
the national policy makes no ers ignited the current church 
reference to punishing bishops crisis in January. li{ll 
who protected abusive priests, l!il 
but the new chairman of the re- Closed-door apology .. 
view board has indicated he Law himself apologized "all 
would seek such consequences. over t.he place~' during that 

Oklahoma Gov. Frank Keat- closed-door session, Imesch 
ing, who has been appointed to said. Law said "that he is deeply 
chair the national review sorry and regrets from the core. 
board, has said he will examine of his being that he has brought 
the past conduct of bishops and the conference or the church in 
recommend discipline in cases this country to this situation," 
where the prelates acted to pro- Imesch said. 
tect and prolong the careers of The four-minute speech was I~ 
priests who sexually abused met with silence, Imesch said. I:'· 
children. "I think the bishops feel badly ~~ 

Keating said it would be his . for him but also feel that he was ~' 
duty to ask the pope to tJ.ke ac- somewhat, at least, re.sponsibte ~ 

tion against those bishops. fisoari.d.what has happened," he ~.~::,"· 
Bishops had a wide range of ~ 

reaction to that notion and Hoping the new rule will f\ 
board members' disciplinary serve as an answer to the crisis, 
power, with one saying, "I don't bishops know the stakes are 
know what the scope of their high for them to implement it 
authority is." in a clear, consistent manner. 

Others said the board's rec- "I am relieved, yes,'.' George 
ommendations alone would said. "A little anxious also, be- 1 

carry great weight in the eyes cause it's an uncharted sea and 
of the public-and would likely there are going to be, as I said, 1 

lead to resignation or removal. sacrifices that are involved in 
Bishop Michael Pfeifer of San this for the sake of the church's 

Angelo, Texas, said that as a mission." 
practical matter the board's 
public statements would be r.============;-1 
very powerful, partly because 1Funjel 
ofKeating's status as a national Vaccufiom" 
figure with top-flight law-en- -u""'°'""'almllllia-
forcement credentials. The Funjel Vacalions ad in lhe June 16, 2002 lravel sec· 

"If that board foels strongly lion incorreclly lists lhe 7 nigh! pnce ol lhe Moon Palace 
about removal ofa bishop and as$1049.95. Thecorrectp1iceisS1249.95.Wcapologize 

- ~"'"'u u u 111 ure !;;l.l::.lJ•:a lor any inconvenience lhis may have caused. 

~~~~illiiil~ 
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Se Side pastor vows 
appeal if removed 
Priest says he 
would take case 
to the Vatican 
By Jeff Coen (pf 1 "J 
and Sean D. Hamill 
Tri bune staff reporters 

His ministry threatened by 
the new, rigid sex abuse policy 
adopted by U.S. bishops at their 
conference last week, Rev. John 
Calicott on Sunday pledged to 
appeal to Rome if he is removed 
as pastor of Holy Angels C!Jthol· 
ic Church. 

The Calicott case has emerged 
as the first challenge of how the 
national policy will work in Chi· 
cago. '!'he bishops have voted 
that all priests with any sub
stantiated incidents of abuse 
should be withdrawn from pub
lic ministry, turning the atten· 
tion of Cardinal Francis George 
to Calicott and six other Chica
go archdiocesan priests who 
have maintained church posts 
despite accusations of sexually 
abusing children. 

Calicott," 54, said he hopes to 
be the exception to the new rule. 

,;! don't care what people say, I 
don't care what people try to 
do," said Calicott, who declined 
to comment Sunday on the spe
cifics of the allegations against 
him. "l know my heart." 

Standing on the lawn of the 
South Side church in the 600 
block of East Oakwood Boule· 
vard with some ofthelOO parish· 
ioners who had attended mass, 
Calicott said church leaders 
need to look at the circumstanc· 
es surrounding each case indi· 
vidually. 

"I do not believe the solution 
is [to treat] every case the 
same,'' he said. 

The charismatic pastor was 
removed from Holy Angels in 
1994 after the archcliocese sub· 
stantiated claims of sexual mis· 
conduct involving two 15-year· 
old boys in 1976 at another par· 
ish. He was restored to his post 
in 1995 by Cardinal ,Joseph Iler· 
nardin after······· 
- agreed to be monitored 
iii1cl"'jjromised never to be alone 
with a child. 

Bernardin said he believed 
Calicott was not a threat to chi!· 
drenifhe······· 

That should be good enough 
for today's bishops, Holy Angels 
leaders said Sunday. To remove 
Calicott again would constitute 
a kind of double jeopardy and 
break the parish's heart, they 
said. 

"I think the church has an 
obligation to live up to the 
agreement it made to allow him 
to be here," said retiree Gregory 
Callaway, 67, a parishioner for 12 
years. "It would be a shame if 
they abrogated that." · 

Parish leaders and parishion· 
ers said Sunday they want Cali· 
cott to remain at Holy Angels. 

Calicott's monitor, Rev. Bob 
Miller, called the pastor "mar· 
velous" and trustworthy, and 
sai~ he has done nothing to war
r~! suspicion durin1r., the past 

seven years. 
'Tm strongly hopeful there 

will be no diminished role for 
him whatsoever," said Miller, 
who added that he spoke with 
George on Saturday to describe 
Calicott's case and forward the 
parish's support of him. 

"!told the cardinal that we're 
very hopeful," Miller said. 

In addition to Calicott, three 
accused archdiocesan priests 
work in parishes and three oth· 
ers have been placed in adminis· 
trative 'positions, church offi
cials have said. All are in man· 
dated monitoring programs. 

George ·said again Sunday 
that he will meet with the seven 
priests and review their status. 
The priests "will have to go 
through the process" set by the 
nation's bishops in Dallas, he 
said. 

After presiding at a 75th anni· 
versary mass Sunday at St. 
Giles in Oak Park, George said 

'/ don't care what people 
say, I don't care what 
people try to do. I know 
my heart.' 
-Rev. John Calicott, 
On allegations against him 

he spoke with Calicott by phone 
Saturday night after he left the 
bishops' meeting. 

During his homily, Calicott 
said the new policy that threat· 
ens his future was adopted after 
much "fussing and fighting" 
and leaves much to interpreta· 
lion. "I'm not sure even the bish
ops understand the policy right 
now," he said. 

Calicott lost his composure 
during his Father's Day mess
age, as he described men whose 
circumstances cause them to ' 
feel as if they are burdened with 
the weight of the world. A pastor 
feels the same, he said, when 
"his name [is] vilified and put in 
the same category as pedo
philes." 

During his homily at St. Giles, 
George compared the reporters 
and photographers who fol· 
lowed him into the church to the 
government spies he encoun
tered while preaching in com
munist Poland. 

George said he had drawn on 
that experience in Chicago 

1

. 

when reporters covered his ho· 
milies in local parishes, then he 
asked photographers to leave, I 
and reporters too, unless they 
turned off t_heir tape recorders 
and stopped taking notes. 

A smattering of applause 
came from the parishioners, 
and a few photographers left, 
but reporters stayed. 

George met with reporters be· 
fore and after services, but bare· 
ly mentioned the bishops' meet· 
ing during his homily. 

"! don't preach to give mess· 
ages about public events," he 
said. "Those are IO or 15 minutes 
[during the homily] that are spe· 

. cia.~t~-~:.:'.'...~ .. -···-

ll:ali111D«»rn 11.mRnelpful ~~~ 
Jack Higgins' cartoon June 13 

depicted U.S. bishops leading a 
group of priests with "dunce" caps 
on their heads. His thrust was that 
priests are nonthinking followers 
of the bishops who keep secrets. I 
know the media ore downright 
gleeful about the troubles the 
Catholic churches ore facing these 
days. Catholic bashing has been a 
staple of media for years, and usu
ally we Catholics turn the other 
cheek. 

I am . appalled and outraged 
about tho behavior of a few priests 
and bishops over the years. If I had 
my way, every last priest who mo· 
Jested a child and every bishop 
who knowingly covered this up 
would be in jail serving long prison 
terms. Higgins' attitude i.s not at 
all helpful in bringing about solu
tions to these shameful crimes. 

Sharon Z:ihnle, Lake Forest 
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Make room for redemption in new policy 
Its~~T/t ~~eon~~a:fed my 1 

....,..._. 
1 1 ·-=-·-™--·~ ""'""' .. ·--~-.~"-" 

attention to the impending 
collision between Catholic 
ideals and Catholic political 
realities, a crash in which the 
American Catholic bishops 
would be caught in the middle. 

He called several weeks back Don Wycliff -rP-1 I) c,.. fl--v 
and left one of his trademark 
phone messages combining 
jokes about his fading golf game 
(a ploy to get me to give him 
strokes) with serious observa
tions about issues of the day. 

"They haven't done it yet, but 
I think they're gonna adopt a 
one-strike-and-you're out poli
cy," Walter said. "But the prob
lem is this: In this church of 
ours, there's supposed to be ab
solution-or redemption." 

He's absolutely right, of 
course. Every time Catholics 
celebrate mass, they celebrate 
what Christians consider the 
supreme act of redemption: Je
sus' death on the cross. If there 
is no redemption, Christianity 
loses its reason for being. 

Well, the collision happened 
last week in Dallas. The bishops 
got together and, under pres
sure the likes of which they had 
never seen before, adopted a 
one-strike policy. 

The Catholic ideal of redemp
tion was submerged beneath 
the Catholic political reality ofa 
powerful anger among the peo
ple in the pews at the bishops 
for failing to protect their weak
est and most precious-the chil
dren-from wolves in priest's 
clothing. 

With the head of the bishops' 
conference, Bishop Wilton Gre
gory of Belleville, proclaiming 
that "From this day forward no 
one known to have sexually 
abused a child will work in the 
Catholic Church in the United 
States," the bishops did what 

they felt they had to do and then 
went home to begin enforcing 
the policy. 

But human life refuses to 
abide by a one-size-fits-all rule 
and that ideal of redemption 
stubbornly refuses to stay sub
merged. 

On Sunday, Tribune reporter 
Todd Lighty recalletl the case of 
the Rev. John Calicott, pastor of 
Holy Angels Church on the 
South Side. He was accused in 
1994 of abusing two boys, was re
moved from his post, Iii•••• 
••••and, at the request of 
the Holy Angels congregation, 
was returned there as pastor in 
1995. 

Under terms of the Archdio
cese of Chicago's now-supersed
ed policy for handling sexual 

liabiluiislersiiii,hiielhiias 1 
1 and has been 

monitored by his co-pastor, the 
Rev. Bob Miller. 

In the days since the bishops' 
Dallas meeting, Holy Angels 
parishioners have expressed 
hope that Father Calicott might 
be exempted from the sweeping 
and uncompromising terms of 
the new policy, even as they an
guished over his impending loss 
for the second, and final, time. 

Cases like Father Calicott's 
will always be rare. Something 
there is about child sexual 
abuse that seems to defy cure or 
even certain control. A policy 
that wasn't premised on that 
reality would be very nearly as 
irresponsible as the actions of 

Tribune photo by Chuck Berman 

Father John Calicott (center) is in jeopardy of being removed from celebrating mass at Holy An
gels Catholic Church after the American Catholic bishops adopted a one-strike sex-abuse policy. 

those bishops who in the past 
shuffled known abusers from 
parish-to-parish, without even 
an attempt at treatment and 
without informing the new par-

ishioners. 
But in an institution that 

claims to value each individual 
person, should there be any pol
icy so sweeping and uncomp_ro-

mising that it can't make room 
for a Father Calicott and Holy 
Angels?. That it can't, in other 
words, make room for redemp
tion? 

If God has numbered the 
hairs of our heads and known 
each of our names since before 
we came to be, ought not the 
church to craft a policy that at
tempts to take some account of 
the randomness and quirkiness 
of human life? 

Apparently, if there is to be 
any relief from the bishops' 
straitjacket policy, it will have 
to come from Rome, from the 
Vatican. For now, however, the 
bishops, like a certain fellow in 
the Bible, have written what 
they have written. 

lill !II 
A year ago, in a column head

lined "A call for decorum at 
graduation ceremonies," I ex
pressed surprise and embar
rassment at the raucous nature 
of the 8th grade graduation at 
Haven Middle School in Evan
ston. That column resulted in 
more than 200 e-mails from 
readers, many of whom said 
they had witnessed the same 
lack of decorum at other schools 
by audiences of many different 
races and social classes. 

I don't know how it was else
where this year, but Haven's 
graduation was almost a model 
of decorum. Principal Celia Ar
resola and her staff obviously 
worked hard to prepare the 
graduates and impress upon 
them a sense of the solemnity of 
the occasion. Parents and other 
audience members cooperated 
for the most part, so that every 
student's name could be heard 
as he or she received a certifi
cate. 

Both graduates and staff mer
it congratulations for a job well 
done. 

Don Wycliffis the Trib
une 's public editor. E-mail: 
dwycliff@tribune.com 
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Office of the An:hhishop 

Dear Father Calicott, 

MCHOIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

June 25, 2002 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

As you know, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops on June 14, 2002 in Dallas,. 
Texas, adopted a "Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People" as well as "Essential Nonns 
for Diocesan/Eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Priests, Deacons, 
and other Church Personnel." Although the latter of these two documents is awaiting the recognitio of the 
Holy See before it becomes particular law for the entire episcopal conference, diocesan bishops can adopt 
particular laws for their own dioceses. I have done this by adopting and incorporating the Dallas protocols 
into our Archdiocesan policies and procedures effective as of yesterday, when I signed the decree. 

Accordingly, while your case is being reviewed in light of these policies, you are temporarily 
being withdrawn from all ministry and are required to report to Koenig Hall in Mundelein where you are 
to take up residence, effective immediately. While acknowledging your canonical rights, canon 223 also 
requires those exercising their rights to take into account the common good of the Church and the rights 
of others as well as their own duties towards others. This same canon also authorizes ecclesiastical 
authority to regulate the exercise of rights in the interest of the common good. 

Since the safety of minors is clearly in the interest of the common good, I invoke my authority 
under canon 223 and order you as a matter of obedience in accord with canon 273 to cease all ministry 
temporarily and report for residence at Koenig Hall immediately. 

Personally, I appreciated very much the conversation we had. You are in my prayers; please keep 
me in yours. 

Gl3uiven at th~ C 

0 
or 

Rev. John Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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June 25, 2002 

Francis Cardinal George 
P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I am writing in regard to your treatment of Father John Calicott. It seems I've been down 
this road before. In 1994 I found myself writing a letter to Cardinal Bernadin under 
similar circumstances. At that time, Father John had been temporarily removed as 
pastor of Holy Angels Church. He was judged to be of no danger to 
children and returned to his flock by the late Cardinal in 1995. Now I see that you and 
others in your infinite wisdom have chosen to overthrow the ruling of Cardinal Bernadin 
and remove Father John again. 

Why? 

I was baptized Catholic when I was two months old, which was 53 years ago. I was 
reared in Catholic elementary school so I grew up learning some of the man-made laws 
and changes in the Church. The older I grew, the more disillusioned I became with the 
Church and the more I wondered how so many laws and doctrines could be made by 
man in the name of God. I found it amazing. Now you have given us another one. 

If Cardinal Bernadin felt it safe to return Father John to his parish, what gives you the 
right to reverse his judgement? Is your way of thinking that much more superior than 
Cardinal Bemadin's? Do you really feel you have the right to disrupt not only the life of 
Father John, but the whole Holy Angels congregation as well? And, do you think that by 
using Father John as a scapegoat and removing him again that you have begun to solve 
the problem in the Church? You appear satisfied when interviewed about your new 
rulings, but trust me, it may look good to you on paper but it has solved nothing. It's as if 
some had to be sacrificed to pacify others. That to me sounds more like a smokescreen. 

When a man commits a crime, he is taken out of society, given rehabilitation and 
eventually given a chance to live his life anew. He is not punished a second time. 
However, you have chosen to do just that. This whole situation sounds as if Father John 
is being retried for an offense he has already paid for. Is this Christian? Is this justice? 

In Father John's last sermon, he spoke to his congregation and expressed his concern 
for the young people because he knew they did not understand why you were taking him 
away from his people again. Well guess what? I don't understand either! 

My 21-year-old son told me that you will not care about my opinion and he is probably 
right but I cannot stand by and ignore this travesty being done in the name of God. After 
all, if He can forgive sins, why can't you? Isn't that a part of Christianity? 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/28/2002 

E. 

F. 

G. Vicar for Priests Agenda: 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) John Calicott '74 
e) 
f) 
g) 
h) 
i) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/28/2002 

Page 428 

F. 

G. Vicar for Priests Agenda: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

Priests: 

d) lohn Calicott '74: John is in the monitoring program. 

e) 

f) 

6 
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' Co-Pastor's comments on "this present darkness" <fl M ~) 
~. • . . fune30, W02 ~?<, {F _ 

TI11s past week Fr. John Calicott was asked to temporanly leave Holy Angels Church, and cease any public church 
ministry as a priest, for an unspecified period of time in response to the United States Catholic Bishops document on clergy 
sexual abuse fonnulated in Dallas two weeks ago. Fr John has already this past week begun the required canonical appeal 
process of his abuse allegations (which Cardinal George urged him to do). The Cardinal has chosen to make the "Dallas 
document", which is yet unenforceable without formal Vatican approval, "particular law" here in Chicago - thus some 8 
Catholic priests have been asked to step out of their ministries and/or parishes until their individual appeals are concluded. 
Fr. John will remain technically as pastor of Holy Angels Church, and I will continue in my role as co-pastor (and 
administrator pro tem). 

First, allow me to comment on the so-called "Dallas document". This what the Cardinal is responding to in 
removing Fr. John from active ministry - it mentions removing so-called sexual abusers from active ministry pennanently 
for even one offense. This document itself is a needed response to a serious crisis in our Catholic Church but it is not a 
perfect document, and in fact is very flawed in its approach to whole situation. I feel it was rushed into promulgation 
due to immense public outcry and media pressure, and are some serious flaws - which I' II not go into not for sake of time. 1 

As it relates to us here - the document's greatest problem is its lack of acknowledgment of individual nuances and 
circumstances for each different situation. It treats all "abusers" as same, as if all were Goeghan or a Shanley, all are 
monsters, all have done same things, all need to be treated the same. Fr John is NOT a Goeghan, not an abuser, not a 
pedophile, in fact (as I read it) I want to say clearly and bluntly to all of Chicago and our church membership that this 
document should not even apply to him! 

This "Dallas document" has created total confusion in existing church law (called "canon law"). It has created new 
church policy that is not yet approved by Rome yet is being put into practice already, and it ignores existing church law 
forbidding a pastor's being removed without "due process". THIS is where John will immediately be spending his time 
and energy to reverse his removal - we believe that canon law clearly supports his remaining here while appealing. It is my 
personal prayer that Fr. John's canonical appeal of his unique situation will finally get it ALL get cleaned up, so that this 
injustice can be put behind once and for all!! 

Second, Fr John's situation specifically. In my 7 years here, I have discovered an incredible amount of 
misunderstanding and confusion out there about the details of Fr John's unique situation. I want to speak plainly and 
bluntly here. First, I will say that there is gross injustice in how he has been treated both in 1994-5 and now again. He has 
been "sacrificed" on altar of ecclesiastical expediency and media pressure. Fr John was forced to undergo-

the review board process in 1994 because the Chicago review board policies were brand new & had to be 
upheld publicly. Now 7 years later, he is again being forced to step back from ministry for the public credibility of another 
Church policy - a flawed Dallas document on clergy sexual abuse. Fr. John is the victim now - a victim of circumstances, of 
other people's sins, of ecclesiastical expediency. Fr John is "a sacrificial lamb being led to the slaughter", a lamb being 
thrown to wolves of the media and public opinion. 

Far more importantly - the blunt bottom line is that John has done nothing to warrant this unjust treatment. I 
have been Fr. John's "monitor" for 6 years, and I personally know all the facts of his situation. Fr. John has not been able to 
speak freely or openly about what specifically happened because of confidentiality issues. He knows things from 
confidential confessional conversations that cannot be revealed publicly because of his priestly commitment to God! So I 
want to say clearly to all Holy Angels membership - Fr. John Calicott has committed no sexual misconduct, no act of any 
seimal abuse, !!Q act of molestation, is not a risk to children anywhere or anytime, is not a pedophile or ephibophile or 
abuser or ANY WORD you want to use for sexual impropriety! Fr. John is a man of absolute integrity and immense faith! 
He is a model of Christian kindness and priestly dedication. 

1 (A) the bishops were not held accountable in any way for their handling of sexual abuse situations. (B) There is no 
allowance made for handling individual cases with a sense of nuance or uniqueness - all so-called "abusers" are lumped inlo the 
same category. (C) There is no provision within this policy for handling the sensitive dis1inction between internal forum issues 
involved with these cases, and external forum of public committees, media, elc. (D) How can .am: Church policy be "zero 
tolerance" when Jesus' Church is all about forgiveness, mercy, metanoia, conversion?? 
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• The young man who supposedly brought the charge has himself admitted to at least I local news source as long as 
seven years ago that Fr. John had committed no sexual misconduct. From what I have heard, he supposedly stood up right 
Here in Holy Angels Church shortly afterwards and admitted John had done nothing and said he didn't see why all this was 
happening. The Chicago Archdiocesan Review Board seems not to have done its preliminary investigative ~well 
seven years ago- they missed much of this, PLUS they chose to ignore s comments (after--•••••••1> about Fr. John not fitting into this Review Board's policies, and posing no risk to any child. It was 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin who thankfully heard the entire story, and acted in justice to return Fr. John to his rightful place 
of pastoral leadership here at Holy Angels. 

Thus, I clearly say to all Holy Angels membership and to the wider public forum of Chicago - In Fr. John 
Calicott's situation, it is not a matter of forgivenes.s - it is a matter of justice! He has done nothing of sexual 
impropriety to be forgiven for - rather he has been "sacrificed" on the altar of ecclesiastical expediency. It is only just and 
right in God's eyes that Fr John be returned to full-time ministry. 

Lastly - what should the response and attitude of Holy Angels Church be at this difficult time? First, let us 
support Fr John personally however and whenever he needs it. Prayer and Scripture obviously, but also by letters, 
messages, phone calls, etc. "They will know we are Christians by our love". 2nd this is not yet the time for any public 
protests or marches - BUT I will heartily endorse and even encourage this at a further point in time if Fr John's canonical 
appeal/review process does not proceed forward quickly and efficiently, OR if it appears there is unnecessary foot-dragging 
or "priest-sacrificing at the altar of expediency" going on. 

3d there may come a time when letter-writing campaigns will be an effective and needed tool to get Fr John 
returned to ministry full-time, and get this allegation against him dropped once and for all. This is not that time yet - BUT if 
and when that time comes, I will heartily endorse and lead the charge here. 4lh as long as I remain Administrator at Holy 
Angels, no matter what any Dallas document says, no matter what any Cardinal says, John will be free to minister here 
however he wants or chooses. "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek". 

"We walk by faith not by sight" Right now many may wonder why things happen way they do, and how such injustice can 
occur again. But do not look at the problems and griefs and struggles around you! Our primary identity is not our color, 
jobs, feelings or church - but our BELIEF IN GOD! We are Christians - we believe and have a Faith that we walk by. We 
are believers in the ultimate victory! We are Christians who accept the great Truth of the Cross of Jesus- life always comes 
out of death! Thus, we CHOOSE to be hopeful! We CHOOSE life and hope. We will triumph in the end! 

"You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free!" Much like the Ci vi 1 Rights protesters of the l 960's, we have a 
cause that is Just, and the reality of Truth on our side! We have the One who is called Truth as our guiding Light, and the 
One known as Spirit and Power inspiring and empowering us! We cannot lose as long as Truth is with us! Just like the 
protesters of the 1960's sang, WE SHALL OVERCOME! 

"Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus ... " Whenever we are lost and confused and uncertain by life's turbulent storms, you can 
never go wrong by keeping your eyes on the Master! Peter only begin to sink under the waters of the Sea of Galilee when 
he took his gaze off his beloved Savior! We will not sink, we will not drown, we will not lose our way as long as we too 
fix our unbending focus on the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life! "Why should I feel discouraged? His eye is on 
the sparrow - and I know he watches me!" 

It is not about forgiveness - it is about justice! 
The Truth will set us free -

and the Truth will set him free! 
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
c/o Archdiocese of Chicago 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Archbishop, 

nr~~~ :~;EJ~I o 
"" I /27/02 L -

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

My family and I are presently members of St. Jude the Apostle Church in South Holland, IL. My 
two sons have attended school there since Kindergarten and we regularly attend Saturday mass. 

The purpose of my letter today is to share my feelings regarding the injustice of what is 

happening to Father John Calicott and Holy Angels Church in Chicago. 

I was baptized in the Catholic Church as a child at Sacred Heart Church on Chicago's South side. 
I attended grammar school at St. Ail be in the seventies. I was a student there when Father John 
Calicott first came to St. Ailbe. I remember he was a young, energetic priest who drove a red 
Firebird. We had never before seen an African-American priest! Everyone loved him and 
wanted to be around him. Many boys in my class went to Quigley high school seriously 
considering becoming a priest. r feel sorry for and I pray for the 2 boys that accused Father John 
of sexual misconduct. I know that something happened in the mid-seventies between Father John 
and the victims. However, l believe that Father John has gone through 

and has taken a long absence from his parish and come through this 
experience a stronger man and a better priest. He was judged o not be a threat 
to young people. No additional allegations about him have been brought forward. It is unfair to 
throw him into a pot of priests who have spent years being a sexual predator of young boys (or 
girls). The Christian faith is about forgiveness of sins and coming out of difficult situations a 
better and stronger person. 

I am not a member of Holy Angels, but I have on many occasions taken my two sons to Holy 
Angels to experience truly inspirational and spiritual Catholic services where the people 
welcome us and make us feel a part of their faith community. Jesus is alive and working and I 
feel it every time I am there. The mass is a little long, but the message usually carries me 
through the work week. 

I want the Catholic Church to show leadership by not allowing the media to be judge and jury on 
policies within the Church and reinstating Father John as pastor of Holy Angels and return him 
to active ministry. WWJD (What would Jesus do?). In 1995, r went to Holy Angels and talked 
to Bishop Perry about the incident at St. Ailbe in the mid-seventies. I told the Bishop that what 
happened was over 20 years ago and that I would not be concerned to have my sons in the 
presence of Father Calicott. I said then, and I reiterate now that being Christian is about 
forgiveness. The sexual misconduct charge is not a secret. The parish knows about it and still 
wants him as pastor. I agreed with Cardinal Bernadine's handling of this particular situation. 

For the priests who have sexually abused children for years, let the criminal court process deal 
with them. But, in this instance, the right thing is to stand behind Father John. At Holy Angels 
Church last Saturday, the choir sang "God of Second Chances". How appropriate! 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Chancellor 
JimmyM Lago 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM 

Bishop Raymond Goedert 
Father Jim Kaczorowski 
Father Pat Lagges 

Jimmy M. Lago~ 
July 9, 2002 

Father John Calicott 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5382 
Fax: 312-751-5381 

On June 251
h, Cardinal George wrote a letter to five priests of the Archdiocese instructing 

them that he was withdrawing them temporarily from ministry and asking them to move 
immediately under obedience to Koenig Hall. These letters were delivered and in one case, that 
of Father Calicott, a subsequent copy was delivered by messenger last week. 

This letter was drafted in consultation with Father Tom Paprocki, former Chancellor of 
the Archdiocese and canonical advisor to Cardinal George. 

I am at a loss to understand why Father Calicott is allowed to remain at Holy Angels 
Parish. The advice of other non-Archdiocesan canonists against complying is given as the basis 
for his decision to remain at Holy Angels until his appeal is heard. I believe that our credibility 
is at stake. Cardinal George indicated on several public occasions that the charter and the 
proposals passed in Dallas would be implemented in the Archdiocese. He has publicly stated 
that these priests would be removed and placed in Koenig Hall. I am astounded by our collective 
inability or unwillingness to implement this explicit direction given to us by Cardinal George last 
week. 

cc. Cardinal Francis George 
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MEMORANDUM 
.JU~- 092002 

:~ 
TO: 

FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

Jimmy Lago 

cc: Cardinal George 
Bishop Goedert 
Father Kaczorowski 

Father Lagges ~ 
Father John Calicott 
9 July, 2002 

I received your memo of July 9 in which you asked for an explanation as to how Father Calicott 
could be allowed to remain at Holy Angels parish against the directive of Cardinal George in his 
letter of June 25. 

I don't see any inherent contradiction - canonically speaking - between Cardinal George's letter 
and Father Calicott's response. It is also in keeping with the Dallas Norms which say that things 
need to be done according to the norms of canon law. 

Cardinal George has indeed done what he said he was going to do, and what he has a right to do: 
he removed Father Calicott from ministry and ordered him to report to Koenig Hall. 

Father Calicott is also doing what he has a right to do: he has obtained canonical counsel and 
has appealed Cardinal George's decision. 

Canon 1491 states, "Every right is protected not only by an action but also by an exception .... " 
Cardinal George has taken an action which restricts Father Calicott's right to act as a priest and 
as a pastor and has relieved him of his obligation to live within his parish boundaries. Father 
Calicott has a right to lodge an exception to that action, which he has done. 

Since in law the action of Cardinal George is considered an administrative act, Father Calicott 
would be following what is called "hierarchical administrative recourse" against the decision. 
The right to do this is guaranteed both by the Code of Canon Law, as well as the Policies and 
Procedures of the Archdiocese of Chicago, Book I: General Norms, § § 1000-1001. 

In proposing hierarchical administrative recourse, the first step is always to request the person 
issuing the administrative act to amend or revoke his actions. As I understand it, this is what 
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Father Calicott has done, although I have seen nothing personally. Canon 1734§ 1 indicates this 
request also implies that a suspension of the act is also being petitioned. 

In response to this request, the Cardinal has thirty days in which to respond to Father Calicott's 
request. He could respond by repeating what he said in his initial request, stating that Father 
Calicott's reasons were not compelling. Or he could respond by emending or revoking his 
decision in whatever way he chooses. Or he could do nothing, in which case a negative response 
is presumed after thirty days. 

Father Calicott then has fifteen days from the time of the Cardinal's response (or from the lapse 
of thirty days without a response) in which to appeal the Cardinal's decision to the Holy See, 
asking either the Congregation for the Clergy or the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
for hierarchical administrative recourse against the Cardinal's decision. The appropriate 
congregation would then contact the Archdiocese for further information about the decision. 

Can the Cardiiial insist Father Calicott follow his directive while the appeal process is 
pending? Yes, but that in itself is subject to appeal. Within ten days ofreceiving Father 
Calicott's request to revoke or amend the decree, the Cardinal would have to issue a separate 
decree, indicating that he does not accept the request to suspend the action, and asking Father 
Calicott to obey the directive. Father Calicott could then appeal this decision separately, asking 
the Holy See to suspend the decree from taking effect. Canon 1736 says that the Holy See could 
only decree the suspension of Cardinal George's decree "for grave reasons and always cautiously 
so that the salvation of souls suffers no harm." In other words, the canon presumes the Cardinal 
has sufficient reason for not suspending the execution of his decree. 

I realize this is not very clear. That's because the whole process is very complicated. We have 
been fortunate in the past that priests have simply agreed to the Cardinal's request to refrain from 
ministry and to live outside their parish. Canon law prefers that matters be settled in that way. 
However, the priests also have a right to disagree, and that's what we are going to have to deal 
with now. 

I hope this helps to explain things a little better. If not, perhaps we could have a meeting to 
discuss it so that everyone can be familiar with what is meant by an appeal process. 
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July 10, 2002 

His Eminence Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocese Pastoral Center 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Your Eminence, 

Peace. 

HDl V ANG£tS CATI-tOUC CHVRCH 
~f~nomt~,~ 
~f~)olflW.~ PMb' 
~m.624.mr f~m,Q4.SJ9J 
E-m.Y:~ 

I am writing, Your Eminence, to let you know that I received your letter of June 25th via 
personal courier on July 3rc1 and to inform you that I am in compliance with your directive to 
cease all ministry while my case is being reviewed in light of the "Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People" and the "Essential Nonns for Diocesan/Eparchial Policies 
Dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Priests, Deacons and other Church 
Personnel." I hope that the review process will be as swift as possible and thank you for your 
attention and efforts towards expeditious resolution to these matters. 

However, Your Eminence, I am requesting to remain in residence at Holy Angels while my 
case is being reviewed. To this end, I am requesting an emendation of the content of your 
letter of June 25111

, in accord with canon 1734 of the Code of Canon Law, specifically dealing 
with my place of residence. You are quite correct in noting that the "safety of minors is clear1y 
in the interest of the common ood." H I would like to respectfully note that 

ave a ear1y stated that I am not a risk to 
minors. The Archdiocese has documentation of this in my personnel files. I have a deep 
personal concern that my leaving the parish at this point would suggest, contrary to the 
documentation, that I am a risk to minors and, thereby, bring even greater harm to a fragile 
reputation that I have spent years attempting to rebuild, and the importance of which is found 
in canons 220 and 1717. 

Further, as my personal effects, books, computer, pets, etc. could hardly all be moved to 
Koenig Hall, moving there would effectively mean that I would have to be living in two places 
in order to function. And, finally, my immediate family members, who are a much needed 
support in my life during difficult times like this, live in , some 
distance from Holy Angels, a far greater distance from the Major Seminary. 

Finally my. residence at the parish would also enable me to be better positioned to settle 
parishioners, should it become necessary, as whatever chosen process unfolds. 
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Francis Cardinal George, p. 2, July 10, 2002 

I would continue to cease ministry and not to wear derical dothing, as you have directed. I 
have had past experience in this when I was involved in the previous administrative 
processes, - and correction. 

If the situation of being "temporarily withdravvn" from ministry appears as if it would become 
prolonged, I respectfully intend to seek hierarchical recourse. 

I also am presently seeking canonical advise from Fr. Kevin Vann, of the diocese of 
Springfield, who has been a judge and adjutant Judicial Vicar in the Court of Appeal. 

I thank you for your concerns, the time you have spent on my behalf and assuring you of my 
prayers and · ial best wishes, Your Eminence, I am, 

Cc: Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Reverend James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Kevin Vann, Diocese of Springfield 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 R

ECE!VE n 
. [ s~;2~;~LJ 

Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin•wusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimiously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

~.~jG 2 0 ZOJ2 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in I 994 [I 976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

I ~ • 

--·------&- ------ --' -

(address) PRINT 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 

C~ Illitw-W60637 

Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

AUG 2 2 ZOOZ 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Churc 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners o o y nge s; an , returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [I 976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Respectfully, 

(address) PRINT (phone number) PRINT 
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H.ofy A~Churcht 
60 7 E<Mt" <9ahvoo-cL13ouleNar~ 
C~I~60637 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

r,• :.(' 2 1 "002 hU\J L 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was ccepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

r ' ''"' {"\ 1 2""2 ,.\U\J ~ .Uu 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties t Holy Angels Church. 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

0.1 ; i"' ') 1 ·;10z 
1·1U (.] '~ LUU 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 

church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011104 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 

church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 

from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011105 



llofy A~ Ch.«.rch; 
60 7 ECV!t O~ootL13o-uleva.r~ 
C~ I'llltw-W60637 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He wa accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposediy when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011106 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

:i '?uJZ 
~- ... 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [I 976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011107 



tlofy A~ C'hu.rcl\/ 
60 7 E<Mit OahvooiL 130tileNCt¥"lL 
C~I~60637 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 

church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 

from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011108 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who shou Id not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011109 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011110 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 

church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 

from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church y ardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011111 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

AUG 2 0 i.OJZ 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Respectfully, 

-~------

• 

(address) PRINT (phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011112 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I-, i . , , 0 ,1 '" :- o· z 
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I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011113 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returne to Ho y nge s urc y ardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, I feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011114 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I find the need to write this letter to ask you not to remove Fr. John Callicott as pastor of my 
church. 

From reading the print media and from watching and listening to the news media, Fr. John 
has been given undue and biased exposure on a very complex situation within the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It appears that each time a rule is implemented concerning the abuse of children by priests; 
Fr. John has become the sacrificial pastor, who should not have been placed in this position 
from the onset. 

He was accepted by the 
parishioners of Holy Angels; and, returned to Holy Angels Church by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. It was and still is distressing to continue to hear and to continue to read that Fr. 
John, who should not be included in this new policy of sexual abuse because he was not 
guilty in 1994 [1976 was supposedly when the incident(s) took place], must continue to 
explain the alleged charge(s) of sexual misconduct. 

Cardinal George, knowing you will uphold the true principles of Christianity, 1 feel confident 
that Fr. John Callicott will return to his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

AOC 011115 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box I 979 
Chicago, 1160690 

C~I~60637 

Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

P,UG 2 3 2002 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin•wusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011116 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church. I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continuously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George

1
is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and 1 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011117 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

[ii 1 i~ ~ 7 2002 riV vi r:.. .• i-.J -

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal George,is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will ke care of His servant. 

(phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011118 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim10usly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you Fardinal George1is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011119 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

r1;;"' 9 () ''o.r1z h·~ ll iJ /., I_ JU 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011120 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimiously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and 1 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011121 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George;is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011122 
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July I 4, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 
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As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

I 

AOC 011123 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continilously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal GeorgeJis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011124 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin;1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011125 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

r:, ., ~ 

t-i :.) .. ] 2 >:OJZ 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin;wusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011126 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
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Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you Fardinal George} is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011127 
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July I 4, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box I 979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continuously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of I 994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and 1 
know that the Lord our God through your intercess· n ill take care of His servant. 

AOC 011128 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continuously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you JCardinal George;is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011129 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continuously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you pardinal George1is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

(address) PRINT (phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011130 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfu I ly, 

(phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011131 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

l know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011132 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box I 979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George}s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011133 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim10usly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, / 

AOC 011134 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continilously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011135 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continiJOusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfu I ly, 

I I • II • 

(address) PRINT 

AOC 011136 



tfofy A ~Ch«¥cJv 
60 7 E~ Oah.vo0tL13oulevo.¥a, 

Chicag-0; Illino-W 6 06 3 7 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed·~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011137 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George}s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

l know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

(phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011138 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you JCardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

l know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and l 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011139 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercessio · ear~-ofHis servant. 

AOC 011140 



tlofy A ~Char-cl\/ 
60 7 E~ <9ah.voodt13ouleNC<¥tL 

Chicag-0; Illln.o-W 6 06 3 7 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin;wusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you Fardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011141 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal GeorgeJis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

(address) PRINT (phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011142 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continiJously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George, is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and 1 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

(address) PRINT 

AOC 011143 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011144 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and 1 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011145 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George; is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011146 



flofy A~C1'uu-~ 
6 0 7 Et:W: Oahvood/Boule»CLYa, 
C~ IUlt1.oW60637 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

1 know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011147 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin•1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you JCardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011148 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you )Cardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011149 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continuously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George,is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011150 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin•wusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J J 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011151 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin;wusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011152 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you,Cardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011153 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011154 



tlofy A~Churdv 
60 7 E<Mt: C9cikwood/Bouhw~<L 
C~ Illitw-W60637 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin•iously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

I-laving to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal George}s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011155 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continiJously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal George;is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011156 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimiously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011157 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011158 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin11ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

(Signa 

AOC 011159 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continilously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

1 know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011160 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George}s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011161 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box I 979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of th is unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimrnusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011162 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal George}s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011163 
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July I 4, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

(address) PRINT (phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011164 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is Jar~ than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession wirtake care of His servant. 

AOC 011165 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimmusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011166 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George; is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'; and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011167 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimiously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011168 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicotf s coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continiJously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011169 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box I 979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimiously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you 

1
Cardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger tqan "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011170 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George>is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011171 



tlofy A~Churcl\/ 
60 7 E~ ocUcM.Jooa,13ouie»a-r<L 
C~ Illi.n.o-W 6063 7 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continiJously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

I-laving to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and Jet God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011172 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continuously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011173 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim10usly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George; is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

(address) PRINT 

AOC 011174 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, 1 have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continiJOusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

(address) PRINT (phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011175 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George; is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011176 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011177 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011178 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimiously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal George}s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is than "a mustard seed'; and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercess· will ta care of His servant. 

AOC 011179 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

l know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and l 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011180 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you pardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

(address) PRINT 

AOC 011181 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a schoo1 in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George

1
is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011182 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimwusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011183 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continilously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal George; is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to Jet Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfu I ly, 

AOC 011184 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continilously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal GeorgeJis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011185 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continuously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to youfardinal Georgelis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011186 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church. I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continuously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'1 
My appeal to you pardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011187 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim10usly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal Georgeiis to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011188 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Fardinal George)s to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'~ and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011189 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

.'·.Ub 2. 3 ?OUZ 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011190 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011191 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011192 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, I1 60690 

C~ IlllnoW60637 

Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Al 11~ 9 0 ;nn" 
tUu 1 ... 1 f..J LVU[ 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011193 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, 11 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

(address) PRINT 

AOC 011194 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

AUG 2 2 ZO:JZ 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

(phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011195 



tlcify A~Churcht 
60 7 EaM; Oah.vood/BouleNCU'"lL 
C~I~60637 

July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

AOC 011196 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

(phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011197 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, 11 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

AOC 011198 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

l\UG 2 1 L'.~J2 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Res pectfu II y, 

AOC 011199 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

J\UG 2 1 ZOJZ 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011200 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, 11 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

~.UG 2 1 ?UOZ 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administerin 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

AOC 011201 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, 11 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011202 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

AOC 011203 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my lifo as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

(address) PRINT (phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011204 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

(Signa_,____ ___ _ 

(address) PRINT (phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011205 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Respectfully, 

(phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011206 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Res pectfu 11 y, 

(phone number) PRINT 

AOC 011207 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box l 979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

Knowing you as the just and fair person in charge of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Chicago land area, I ask that you clear the good name of my pastor, Fr. John Callicott and 
allow him to continue his priestly duties at Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Callicott has been the stabilizing force in my life as well as the lives of my family. As a 
parent in today's world of uncertainty, I have always found comfort and solutions in the ways 
and word of Fr. John. 

His leadership skills have helped Holy Angels Church and School continue on the journey of 
providing a place of solace within chaos, not only spiritually but also educationally. Fr. John 
is my family's spiritual advisor; and has provided positive involvement to both my family 
and me. 

He is not part of the Dallas document and should be permitted to continue his administering 
to those of us who attend Holy Angels. 

Res pectfu II y, 

AOC 011208 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, JI 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world-
famous parish. .. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continiJOusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George;is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

J know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

[-;-~~---~~-:~ ··.~~-~-~- 4~-:·~~.--~.-· ~!:4 ..... 
[', ' 
1:· 
i ~: . 
l:;i '.~. JUL 3 O 2002 
I ... 

l.. _________ ~,_:<-_:: ~·~/.:_:::;;·:·.·_·:···· __ --·I 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, 11 60690 

C~ Illino-W60637 

Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'; and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011210 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, 1160690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested continilously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer lo a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you ,Cardinal George> is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and l 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 

AOC 011211 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contin11ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J J 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed'; and 1 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant 

Respectfully, 

AOC 011212 
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July 14, 2002 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 

time again. His faith has been tested contim1ously, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I . pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 
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July 14, 2002 

tlofy A~Churdv 
60 7 rem- oaJowootL13o-uleNar-ii 
C~ Illit1oW60637 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II 60690 
Attn: Cardinal Francis George 

Dear Cardinal George: 

As a long-time practicing parishioner of the Roman Catholic Church, I have always felt good 
about my affiliation with Holy Angels Church. Upon Fr. John Callicott's coming to Holy 
Angels, I always admired the way in which he was able to continue the legacy of our world
famous parish. 

Fr. John's management skills allowed not only the parish, but also himself to adjust to the 
rigors and new leadership of this unusual parish. He has "weathered the storm" time and 
time again. His faith has been tested contimJOusly, yet he persistently overcomes. 

Having to administer to a church and to a school in an atypical community, and having to 
deal with the adversity of 1994, Fr. Callicott has proven his ability to "let go and let God'~ 
My appeal to you Cardinal George.is to remove the stigma that has been forced upon my 

J I 
pastor. 

I know that this type of procedure takes time, but my petition is to let Fr. John continue his 
priestly duties here at Holy Angels Church. My faith is larger than "a mustard seed': and I 
know that the Lord our God through your intercession will take care of His servant. 
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. July 18, 2002 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago IL 60690-1979 

Your Excellency, 

I am a parishioner of Holy Angels Church. I am also a single mother of two sons, ages 10 
and 12. This letter is to express my support of our pastor, Reverend John Calicott. 
ram greatly concerned with the future of our young African American men, such as my 
sons, who do not have a father in the home. They do however have strong male role 
models in our extended family and church. The presence of an African American priest 
such as Father Calicott is vitally important to the spiritual development of the young 
brothers in our church. 
I can honestly say that I have never seen or heard Fr. Calicott do anything to cause me the 
least concern. He always has a strong firm word to guide or a word of encouragement 
when needed. He doesn't hesitate to bless a job well done. 
We all make mistakes at sometime in our lives. We would like our pastor to be perfect, 
but as I am sure you will agree that the only perfect member of our church is Jesus 
Christ. 
ram confident that Fr. John. does not pose a threat to our children. I would never allow 
my sons arotind anyone who did I honestly feel that you wiU do considerable harm by 
removing Fr Calicott and alienating so many of our youth that depend on his guidance. 
The Church needs to have rules, but what good are they when the rules hurt the very 
children we are trying to protect. 
Please allow Reverend John Calicott to remain as Pastor of Holy Angels church. 
May God's Grace be with you and guide you in your decision 

.. 
,_ . 
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MEMO 

To: File 

From: Jim Kaczorowski 

Date: July 19, 2002 

Re: John Calicott 

At the convocation in June, I informed John Calicott that because of the Dallas charter 
the Cardinal is temporarily removing him from public ministry with the possibility of 
permanent removal. 

I shared with him that he has the canonical right to appeal to Rome. However, if he has 
indeed abused a minor, he should refrain from appealing. I shared a list of canon lawyers 
with him and advised that it may be helpful for him to also have a civil lawyer. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO COPY --.---Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File-PFR-13 

From: Laura A. Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant 

Re: Rev. John Calicott 

Date: July 23, 2002 

The following salary is effective July 1, 2002: 

Rev. John Calicott ordained in 1964 

• Pay Father Calicott - $21,100.00 annually 

• Less 10% for PFRexpenses ($2,110.) = $18,990.00 

• $18,990.00 divided by 12 months= $1,583.00 per month 

Cc: Rev. John Calicott 
Vicar for Priests V 

. ' ... ' .. - .. :. ,: ... .. -~.;' . . ........ , ~. ~ , .. - .. ·.:." •" .. , .... ., ... ,. ,, 





His Eminence, Cardinal Francis George 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

July 29, 2002 

Your Eminence, 

iT·-· -~ ···- ·: ... 
I· . 
I' r; · .. ·.' JUL 3 0 2002 

I. .. ---L~ -~:·'.\> ! " ·~ :., ,.· 

As preparations for a Juneteenth event at which Father John Calicott was scheduled to give the opening 
prayer neared, I was shocked to Learn that Father John would fall victim to the one-strike policy of a 
document on clergy sexual abuse formulated at the conference of United States Catholic Bishops in Dallas. 
I heard with disbelief the news that a priest that I had come to admire for his activism, for his willingness 
to act out the gospel, would be removed from his parish. I sought to discover why Father John had been 
accused of sexual abuse and came to the conclusion that he had been falsely accused. My conclusion was 
based on the following two pieces of information. First, the Deacon of Holy Angels, Dexter Watson, who 
I grew to know and trust through my anti-racism work within the church, believed that Father John was 
innocent. Second, Father Bob Miller, the Co-Pastor of Holy Angels who was placed in his post to 
monitor Father John, stated that Father John was innocent. 

I met Father John Calicott earlier this year in the basement of Holy Angels while setting up for a public 
meeting of Ida B. Wells residents. I knew that Father John had been one of the few religious leaders in 
the area to question the displacement of public housing families as the Wells homes, located in the rapidly 
appreciating neighborhood of Bronzeville, are redeveloped. Father John had lent both his voice and active 
support on many occasions to Wells residents who were brave enough to speak up against the current 
redevelopment plans for their community. That night, Father John was once again opening his church for 
a meeting, lending the church's sound system, and opening the meeting with a prayer. 

Though a "cradle Catholic," I had been struggling to fmd my place within the Catholic Church. In 
Chicago, it seemed as if too many Catholic priests were silent on the two tough issues that fill me with the 
passion that fuels my fight for social justice; racism, particularly racism within the Catholic church, and the 
treatment of public housing residents in our city. Father John is a priest who is willing to tackle many 
tough issues, including racism and public housing. That night, as we prepared for the 100 Wells residents 
who would flock to the church to attend the meeting, I thanked him for helping renew my faith in 
Catholic priests. 

Your Eminence, I would urge you to look at past cases of sexual misconduct among priests on a case by 
case basis to determine whether or not the priest was falsely accused before removing them from their 
parishes and/or ministries. I would also urge you to reinstate Father John as the Pastor of Holy Angels. 
Holy Angels is a beautiful place. Last month, drawn by Father John and a thirst for a spirit-filled and 
welcoming Church community, my husband and I left our neighborhood church, St. Thomas the Apostle, 
and began to attend mass at Holy Angels. We will soon be officially joining Holy Angels and we look 
forward to the day when we can listen to Father John's homilies. 
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July 30, 2002 

His Eminence Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Your Eminence: 

I am a member of Holy Angels Catholic Church. 
I have been a Catholic for over 41 years. 

AUG ~ 5 2002 

~--· --

I am writing in defense of the-injustice being afflicted on Fr. John Calicott. 

The Chicago news media has suspiciously picked Fr. John as the focus point of sexual 
abuse in the Church. His picture in the Chicago Sun Times with the caption, stating 
he was guilty was erroneous and obscene. Fr. John's situation as you must know is 
unique, he has been " sacrificed on the altar of ecclesiastical expediency and media 
pressure". 

I don't understand why you have not step up in his defense, you must know the true 
story. He has not sexual abused anyone. He has stated this and I believed him, 
because of the man he is. Recently, I read a editorial written by Fr. Bob on justice for 
Fr. John and at that time I knew my faith in him had not been in vain. I cannot 
understand why the Church is persecuting him and our parish. 

In fairness, and Christian humility this man should vindicated, he is the victim. 

Fr. John Calicott must be return to our parish, we need him, and I need this 
to happen to restore my faith in the Catholic Church. 

Yours in Christ, 
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.J July 25,2002 
~ ·-··. . -··--·. ...~ .. 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Cardinal George, 

I understand that Father John Calicott is to reside at Mundelein 
because of the Canon Law addressing the " Good" of the 
community. 

In 1994 Father John was 
Who established the fact that Father "Is not "a 

threat to children. 
I am a retired school teacher, Girl Scout troop leader, and a 

mother of two . I have many years of experience with children ,and 
people who work with them. You cannot deceive a child when you 
are insincere. Under the guidance of Father John, my son is the 
man he is today. Father was his pastor, confidant, leader ,dad, and 
friend. These are the roles that Father took very seriously. You 
should see him when he is around his scouts. Especially when they 
are trying new adventures or earning a merit badge. 

All the children of Holy Angels love and respect Father John. 
The reason for this is because they kriow by his actions that their 
love is greatly returned. I think of all the things Father might have 
missed the most were the children while he was away. Their songs 
,their laughter, and the drawings that a teacher would drop off at 
the rectory after school. 

Our children are hurting. They don't understand. Parents can't 
help them understand because they don't understand themselves. 
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The "Dallas Document" goes against all that we have been taught 
to believe in. The bible , church, and even the Constitution of the 
United States. 

You need to come to Holy Angels , and talk to our children 
.Ask them how they feel about Father John. Do they feel threaten 
in any way by him. 

The Mass on Father's Day was also Men's Day. It almost 
broke my heart to see how distraught our young men (and many of 
the older ones too) crying and the anger on their faces. My son is 
twenty. I had not seen him cry since he was nine years old. That 
Sunday he cried and was so angry. He was ready to do bodily harm 
to someone . He has not been to church since. 

Right now I feel Father is in limbo. Waiting until decisions 
are made. Decisions that might be years in coming. The Dallas 
Document has not been approved by Rome. Even I, know that 
certain Canon Laws must be follow when one is removing a pastor. 

When you are going through tough times you need your 
family and friends. We at Holy Angels are Father's family. He 
needs us now. Why can't he live at the rectory until this matter is 
settled. How much suffering should one person take when he is 
innocent. You've taken his heart (which is his 1ninistry),now 
you're also taking away his family. 

Did you know many of us met Father's supposed accuser. He 
came to Holy Angels. He stated that the Review Board twisted 
what he said. He recanted his story . He stated that nothing 
happened. It sounds like your Board didn't do a through 
investigation and according to the Policy, it should have been done 
first. 

Jesus was innocent when they crucified him . The Church can 
give justice to this innocent man. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of !he Archbishop 

August 2, 2002 

Rev. John Calicott 
c/o Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John: 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I received your letter of July l 0 in which you asked me to reconsider my request to have 
you live at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House and allow you to remain in residence at Holy 
Angels Parish. 

I appreciate your compliance with my request not to engage in public ministry and not to 
wear clerical garb. However, I must also insist that you comply with my other directive that you 
move your residence to the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. I understand the hardship this 
·presents for you. I hope you also understand that I must comply with the Norms which were 
ratified by the Conference of Bishops in Dallas and which I established as policies for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. 

In again repeating my directive, I also want to acknowledge your right to pursue recourse 
against this decision. ·Such recourse can be made to the Congregation for the Clergy or the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith within fifteen days. You can send the letter 
requesting recourse to me, in which case I will forward it to the Holy See. Or you can send the 
letter directly to the Holy See yourself. 

John, I am sorry I cannot comply with your request. I again ask you to do this for the 
good of the Church and in virtue of your promise of obedience. 

S{:rs~ h-, 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Kevin Vann, Diocese of Springfield 
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~ ARCHl)JOCESE OF CHICAGO 
,_, . ,-.PAYROLL A,UTHORIZ~'flON/CHANGE FORM/PAYROLL SET UP 

·!:. ~. : • : ' •. • . • . . A d.••-

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 

---- do OJf! 3 
Social Security Number Employee Number 

Active FIT Active P/T ___ Active PIT Benefits ___ Position __________ _ 

Ordin~~i;n Date 1q7t/- Transfer to P.C. DateTransfer from Agency/Parish/School# ___ _ 

Dept.Name~~ No./~?f5lJ Agency'~~ No. 11)3St/ 

Pay through payroll 

Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

Total through Payroll 

$ /~ ?'ftJ 
Effective Date: ----------

$. ______ _ 

$. ______ _ 

$. ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

Total Non-Payroll 

$. _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ ~_> . . -
Comments ________________________________ _ 

Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ oc __ SW __ SL __ ADM Othe} __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone _________ Work Phone __________ ~andicap: Yes ___ No. __ _ 

Mailing Address_'--------------------------------

Street, City, State, Zip Code. 

Dental Insurance: Yes No Name of Dental Plan.-'-'-----------------------

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Forms attached: Yes_No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_~~~ 
Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes No Amount per year$ ~ \(:. 

-- f, ~ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE __ flf7-----L/__..fu"-----"0"--'j..., . .....,,===------
Transfer From {IJI/, ''/ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# 

Transfer From---------------
Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

I 

Transfer From---------------
Location 

Termination/Resignation/Date ________ _ 

Agency Director/Date Department Director/Date 

Chancellor/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources 

To _______ ,_1 -+/_.,,/)=g:~~-~-
Personnel Services - Interim saJaTY ff 

To _______________ _ 

Name Parish#, School #, or Agency# 

To _______________ _ 

Reason 
Location 

-;;)-+---.~ -
Director, Human Resources/Date 

Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Created: July. 2000 

·-~-
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Office of the Cardinal 

ARCHDICX:i CHICJ\GO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Dear- I 
Thank you for sending me your yellow ribbon and your button in support of 

Father Calicott. I'm glad that you are keeping him in your prayers, as the process moves 
forward. 

I wish that some support had been more public before the D as meeting in favor 
of a more nuanced policy than the one that the bishops passed. Si ce it is a national 
policy, I have to enforce it in the Archdiocese of Chicago. But · also permits the kind of 
appeal that Father Calicott is now going through patiently an arefully. Frankly, I find it 
hard to read your statement about, "an innocent priest caug up once again in the 
injustice of the Archdiocese of Chicago." I think that is njust statement in itself. 
Father Calicott admitted to some sexual abuse of minors any years ago, and we can not 
rewrite history now. What is at issue is what the respo se to that misconduct should be. 
With him, I believe he is not a threat to minors. Als , with him, I hope that there is some 
form of ministry available to him in the future. At e same time, the victims' groups 
point out that a collar is a passport to many peopl s lives, and we have to do everything 
we can to be sure that children are not in any ki tl of risk. 

You and others may say, "no" to the allas document, but it is a little late for that 
kind of protest. However, I share your de · es, and I hope that things will move along 
according to God's will for all of us. Th i1k you for your life of faith. Please keep me in 
your prayers; you and those you lov;~ in mine. 

/S~n~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ., 

PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION!CHANGE FORM/PAYROLL SET UP 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 

-- J_(J0:A03 
Social Security Number Employee Number 

Active FIT Active PIT Active PIT Benefits Position 
--- --- ~----------

Ordination Date f t'f'l.t/ Transfer to P .C. DateTransfer from Agency!Parish/School# ___ _ 

Dept.Name &,()~No. 1~351) Agency~~No. /~35Cj' 
Pay through payroll 

Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

Total through Payroll 

Effective Date: 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

----------
Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

Total Non-Payroll 

- ...... _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

Comments _________________________________ _ 

Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW __ SL ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone _________ Work Phone __________ Handicap: Yes ___ No __ _ 

Mailing Address ________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_No_Name of Dental Plan ______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_No_Forms attached: Yes_No_Federal/StateTaxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes __ No __ Amount per year$ ___________ _ 

TRANSFERS-EFFECTIVE DATE '3-1~-{) d.....-~-----';;.._ ___ _;;;;..._ _______ ~ 
Transfer From /{) //oC/ To / ~ 359 

Name Parish#, School#, or Agency# Personnel Services - Interim S,alary # 

Transfer From---------------,--
Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

Transfer From---------------
Location 

Termination/Resignation!Date ________ _ 

Agency Director/Date Department Director!Date 

To _______________ _ 

Name Parish#, School#, or Agency# 

To ----------------
Location 

Reason --------------

Director, Human Resources!Date 

aJ ?b1 #Y' 
Chancellor!Date Director, Personnel Services!Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Created: July. 2000 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Departmenc of Personnel Services 
Human Resources lnforma1ion Systems Manager 

To: 

From: 
Date: 
Re: 
CC: 

MEMO 
Linda Burns 
Sr. Mary Ann Zrust 

Sr. Jo Anne Murphy ' I~ 
September 11, 2002 'C_j' _ 
Request for new Status Coae for Diocesan Priests 
Carol Fowler, Fred van den Rende 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5338 
Fax: (312) 751-9806 

Carol Fowler and I reviewed your re~ight of the codes currently in the Lawson system. We have 
decided to CHANGE the status code~ffective July 1. 2002, for the following diocesan priests: 
Revs. Daniel Buck, John Calicott, Robert Kealy, John Keehan, Donald Musloff, James Ray, -

and···· 

These are the factors involved in -the decision at this time. If any of these changes, contact Carol or myself 
to reevaluate the situation at that time. 
1. None of these men are actively pursuing leaving the Archdiocese therefore we cannot use any of 

the Leave terminology. None of them is canonically suspended, so we cannot use the Suspension 
terminology. 

2. All of them will be paid through the Pastoral Center Interim Salaries account. Their benefits will 
not change. So, there are no distinctions in handling their accounts from the handling of any 
other priests in the Interim Salaries account. 

3. They are NOT to get Celebret cards. But this is ultimately a manual process handled by the 
Chancellor's office in conjunction with the Vicar for Priests. 

4. Their names and address WILL appear in the Archdiocesan directory as long as they have not 
resigned from ministry. They WILL continue to receive all communications designated for 
Chicago diocesan priests. 

5. They should NOT be tallied in parish counts. Even those that are pastors are not to be counted as 
parish ministers. I will check with HR and IT to make sure this is accurate. 

6. Three currently have the title pastor. For these three men, their position as pastor will remain on 
the Lawson system until some official notice states otherwise. However, the mail for their 
respective parishes must go to the parish in the name of the parish administrator. This will be 
accommodated via the Levels system. 

Your offices will be maintaining communication with these priests directly and will be aware of changes 
in their status with the Archdiocese. If any timely issues arise about their statuses and Lawson, we leave 
the decision in your hands. If I can be of further help, let me know. 
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ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 

Social Security Number 
c::/ t){) ~b!j 

Employee Number 

Active FIT t( Active PIT Active PIT Benefits Position --- --- -----------
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Pay through payroll 
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Total through Payroll 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
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Effective Date: 

Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

\ Total Non-Payrol) $ 

\ 
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Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW SL __ ADM Other Veteran __ 

Home Phone _________ Work Phone __________ Handicap: Yes ___ No __ _ 

Mailing Address ________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_Name of Dental Plan ______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Forms attached: Yes_ No_Federal/Stat~ Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_._ No~ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes __ No __ Amounrper year $----------+Q-"fff~-- 9 2002 

TRANSFERS-EFFECTIVEDATE~-~--=-=~~~W?k=----___,/~J-m~~~'t!!~~=-~-
1 tJ /lo &J To _____ ~/~tJ~iJ~~-91'--Transfer From 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency I Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From--------------
Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From--------------
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Termination/Resignation/Date ________ _ 

To ----------------Name Parish#, School#, or Agency# 

To ______________ _ 

Location 
Reason _____________ _ 

Agency Director/Date Department Director/Date Director, Human Resources/Date 

Chancellor/Date 
{bk4!1!~ lo ~z 
Director, Personnel Servic~si't>ate 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources P' Pin~: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Created: July, 2000 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/18/2002 

4. 

5. 

PARISH 

PARISH 

2 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/18/2002 

Page 81 

NAME PARISH 

A 1012 7 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 12 56 

NAME PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 2005 
NAME PARISH 

c. 

4 
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OCT-2f-02 10:57 ~rom:ARCHDIOCESE CHICAGO 
312-751-5307 T-939 P.02 . ~·· . . . 

Church .Rallies -Behind Its Suspended .. Pastor 

l 
1. 

i ~ 

I ' ~- ... 
koct Ob;ali ~Tl~ 

· ~John Calicott attend~ Mala.yesterday .at Holy Angels Church in Chica.ea. He was pastor tbore·untU J~ ' ~~ ~ . . 
., By JODI WILGOREN z. I for tbe chgir membeJ1 wbo wear Chicago, and sev~r41 doz&n llati!lQ-

CHlCAqo, oci. 20 - I>urlit& the "J~ce for PUber .Jahn" piM an ~.who have meet appeal& M-ld.ig 
._J Prayer at the FattbtUl ®s 111omlng tta&t~ rabeu - and tor Mr. Ca~"· lhc vaw:an to reconsider rhetr WS-
1 at Holy Angela· C!wrch, tucked beside w~o now dtlvu so mllaa every SUn· pensJDni. " 
j the ata&Ulard petittona ori ·behalf .of day m. alt, In plain clothes, In the back Al Catholics nationwide ansorl!OQ 
, Cardinal Francts ·aeorae and Pnm· row• a.t tllll Mass he used to eel• the latest developments ln the sexual 

. ' dent Bush, was a personal·plea for a· brate -·Ute letter from Rome offers ·abuse sc:anaal tnat has IJC~cre~ · 
i rauen ltbepherd. · nnewed !lope. Mr. CallCOtt, wbo was the churc:h tor neaJ'ly e year, there 
'. "For our pastor, Father John Cali· an altar bqy at thl8 sou~ ~•ae ch~ was new Sr1of tor eurvtvon who had 
; cott, that IM Holy.Spirit sustain him and grew up in the Ida B. Wells taken comfon in the zero-tolerance 
i In"" prestnt darkness," Tony Vales, bousina project nearby, II one ut five 
( a parishioner, tntOJied from the.altar. Oileted prie&tB In tbe ArctuHocese Qf 
·i "Ano tbat nts return to rntntatry wW 
. : be milch sooner than Is currently 
i en"lnioPed." 

••Lord,'' responded the conaroaa·. 
lion, "beat ~r-prayer." · 

; The members o?'Holy An!el$ have 
: been repeating· tilts request every 
i Sqnday since June, when thelr pas
! tor, wbo long ABO admitted sexual 
: misconduct wlth twO 15-year-dil 
! boys tn 1976, was removea rrom Um 
'j parlsb ~ pan of the Acnerlc.an bisb· 
1 ops· new isero-tolorancil poltcy Q!I 

! sexual abuse. But Ute prayer look on 

I 
new urgency at thls morning'& MUfi, 
twu days iClfter tbt Vatican an
nouncel.1 the policy wauld have to be 
1'9WOrked to protect the rtgbta of 

. iiccusef prl.esta. · 
. .~ \ . 

continued on Page AlS , . - ... ~ ..... .... . •'• ·-·-- - •' . ' . 
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OCT-21-02 10:59 From:ARCHDIOCESE CHICAGO 
., ..... 312-75H307 T-939 P.03 Job-929 

Church Rallies Behind Pastor Suspended for Sexual Abuse 
C011tinu11d From Pai:e Al 

pollcy and relief for tho.~e who 
Ul<IUgln lhe bii;\'lopi; had (;One too far. 

ThouRh the Survivors Network of 
those Allused by Priests has previ-
01u:ly picketed at Holy Angels, dl!i
&enters who do not want Mr. Calicott 
ret11rned t.o the mlni~try ware not 
apparent at todny's Masi!, w!U!re . 
children lUld adults alike scurried to 
offer Mr. Calicott a "peace be with 
you" before Communion. 

"Part of what drove me crazy Is It 
reillly jU!it threw canon h1w out the 
window, Que proce:o~ out lhe win
dow," Mr. Calicon, 55, said this 
morning befor~ the 9: l 5 a.m. Mass at 
Holy Angels, where Cardinal George 
was v1stt1ns to ooothe the troubled 
flock. ••People say, why are yo11 lii!hl· 
ina? If you're a priest. that call is 
frorn God. You don't just wulK aw01y 
trorn somethi.nt\ God wants you to 
do ... 

ln hi~ homily, Cardinal George 
was sympathetic 10 tile "difficult po· 
riod" the parish Is going thrau11h, but 
did no1 hint ot whether he believetl 
tht.? prieats shu11ld b11 reirtstnted, say
ing repeatedly, "God Is Goel and we 
are not." M a reception after M"5:;, 
the cardinal declined lo be 1>hoto
graphed with Mr. Callcou, who hiltl 
taken Communion from a priest at 
the back of the churcn, nc11r his ~at, 
rrither n1an approach the prelate ill 
tho altar. 

i:or th!! peuple of Holy Angels, a 
soulful Afric!U'l-Ami:.rican church 
Where gu3pcl i\r.cen1~ ar" layl!rl'.!d 
through the 1i1urgy, the loss of Fa· 
ther John, as he is universally 
known, is the latest m a lttil.lly ol 
sorrows:. Thoir S9-yeaNlld church 
b\llld\118 burned to the 11round in 1986, 
1e11vln1 the congrei!atlon to meel in a 
gymnasium for five years. The Rev. 

A badge worn by i;omt pari· 
shoners supporong John Calicott. 

Paul Smith, lon2tlme J)rlncipa101 tlll: 
parish i;chool - believed to be the 
nanon·~ 111q;eat bl11~1r Catholic 
school - was murdered in 1996 after 
btoing partially paralyzed ln 11 t<lr 
accident Mr. Calicott nlm51!1f. wo3 
su:sgended for 18 months 
•••••••• after th~.alle
gaUons came to light In 1994. 

"Unfort11nately, Holy Angols i:s o 
church that has SC!tln a dlaproponton· 
ate number of tragedies.'' saiel Moni
ca Lewers, a managarnenl consult· 
ant who acts as a spokeswoman for 
the parlSh. "We're of course angry, 
we'rQ of c.ourse prayerful, but we are 
1dnmily. Just liko anythln2 that hap
pens in o family, we're sticking to
gether to get through It" 

At St. Mary's Church in Buffalo 
Crove, :a. Chicsgo suburb. wllere the 
Rev. Daniel Buck is appealing his 
ri?cent remo~al, po1'isnioner~ echoed 
the support for thP V,.tioan'~ call for 
fine-tuning. "I think It weu; ridlculo11s 
U) remove priests without a trial," 
M11ry Ann Garcia, 67, sa1<1 alter 
M11~s this rnornlng. "We don't do that 
Ill tho United sioitcs," 

But Ms. Garcia, aml 0U1ers, uirl 
tney cannot imagine Mr. Suck, who 
had been at st. Mary':i for just a 
year, ret11rning to meir pulpit. "Kis 
reputation has been destroyed here," 
she said. 

Not so at Holy Angels, wl!ere Mr. 
CollcOlt IS baloved u a favorite son, 
as much for hill co1U1QCtion to the 
impoverii'lhed community surround
ing the church as tor his tipirit11al 
guidance within its arartiti·scarml 
WAii,, 

The choir !>till sings tho pastor's 
favorite hymn, "I will trust in the 
Lord." its secona verse, "We' re so
ing to stay on the batt!eflel<I," now 
laden with more meaninjL Arthur 
Relifora Sr. soid Mr. Calicott, whom 
he has known slnce I.hey wore both in 
school at Holy Angels, recently vis
ited him to hel!'l mediate a dispute 
among parishioners, "just like a pas· 
tor." 

"lo our hearts," said Mr. Reli· 
ford'3 wife, C11rol, "he will alWllY5 bC! 
the leader of this church and or this 
pari&h." . 

Banished from aelmlnlllitering :1ac
r1tments. wearini! Uie Romo.n collar 
or eallinl.l hlmselC "Father," Mr. Ca
licott h11s spent the las~ several 
months !Mng at a saminary in Mw:
ae1ein, Ill.' fill Ing tho ho1o1ts: wilh ln. 
tetnet genealOl'Y researci"l (he has 
traced his family tree back lO the 
Civil War). What hurts mO!it, ne ~d, 
i:i not being able to perfonn funeral& 
for trien~ - and hovin11 oooole tell 
him they wlU not baptize iheir bables 
wltho11t him. · 

He returns here each Sunday, qui
etly un;,dpping his Bible from its 

1>1>a1oar•1•t .. hy scuu Olllcn r 'Ill• cw York rin';;, 
Cardinal Francis George spol£c yc~y 11t MaN at tho Holy An11:els 
Church in Chicago. Tht church has £aced a "difficult period," he said. 

leather cue, singing alons with the 
choir and talslng hl.5 handi! h1 prayer 
es someone else pours the wine, di:i
tributes the wafers and preaches the 
word-

·"what I w;uit is to get baclc to my 
ministry," s!Ud Mr. Calicott. who 
wore a aray sweater U'1at matched 
his salty goatee.''[ thlnk I'm a gOOd 
minister.'' 

Without providing dotails, Mr. Ca
licott acknowledged tttat "there wa:i 
inappropriate Mhavtor" wun tile 
teenagarS In 1976, mortly after his 
ordiniuion, addins, ''for thnt I have 
ap0Jog1Zed." 

Hill return toliffiiiie~piiaiirlsiiilllln .. l9ii9i5iiwiasil 
co11t1neent an • • 
ond a promise that he would never bo 
alone with children. 

Today, Mr. Calicott emphai:ized 

that his ~ituation was distinct from 
those of serial pedophileH like the 
defrocked John J. c;eoenan in Po:i· 
ton, and salil the retroactive zero· 
tolcranC1& p0llcy w:ui akin to tli!hten• 
ing rllStrictlons on drunken.driving, 
then mlpping generation~ of ll!eir 
licenses. 

"There Is intellectual dishonosty in 
taking todoy'11 standards and looking 
20, 30, 40 year& ago," he unld. "Real
istically, human bctngs make mis
takes. Just throwing people away 
doesn't make seni:e, and doesn't l)ro-
tect cn1111ren... . 

Outside, on the parish billboard 
sandwiched berween tht1 Mass scl!Od· 
ule 1111d a greenns for the cardinal 
was the Holy Angels mnntrn: "Jus 
tiee for Fr. John." 
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Lago, Jimmy 

From: Sheridan, Thomas H. 
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2002 8:19 AM 

Lago, Jimmy To: 
Subject: RE: directory rules 

Thanks. But ask him if we have to PUBLISH the canonical status? Are you having fun yet? ths 

-----Original Message-----
From: Lago, Jimmy 
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2002 8:12 AM 
To: Sheridan, Thomas H. 
Subject: RE: directory rules 

I am seeing Bp. Goedert this am. I will ask him. I think that (unfortunately) until these removals are made permanent, 
we will probably have to keep them in their last official canonical status. Unless, of course, like Fr. Kealy, they have 
resigned their pastorates, etc. But I will confirm this with Bp. Goedert. jml 

-----Original Message-----
From: Sheridan, Thomas H. 
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2002 7:50 AM 
To: Lago, Jimmy 
Cc: Vodak, James 
Subject: directory rules 

JIMMY: 

As you know, Cardinal George passed along to both of us the USCCB guidelines for listing priests 
accused of sexual misconduct in both the Kenedy and diocesan directories. 

While I recognize this is still a moving target and that there may yet be some adjustments in that policy as 
a result of the just-completed Vatican meetings, I wanted to alert you to a situation that developed here yesterday 
as we finalize directory information. 

Holy Angels Parish (Calicott) was among the parishes from which the VACs were asked to help get 
responses. As a result of VAC follow-up, we received a fax from Father Miller, the administrator. In it, he 
penciled Calicott's name as pastor. I confirmed with Miller by phone that it was indeed his intention to do that 
(and not an overly supportive Holy Angels' staff member). 

Miller said he did it because, no matter Calicott's ministerial status, he remains canonically pastor, and 
will until laization. Miller accepted that we (the archdiocese) could "do what we wanted" with the list, but said that 
until the pastorate is vacated, Calicott is still in the post. And as we both know, Calicott is fighting (appealing). 

It turns out we had also received from Bishop Perry's office the right listing for Holy Angels (sans 
Calicott). But, as I'm certain you already know, the canonical question must be addressed in the publication of 
the directories. Calicott isn't the only one in this situation. 

So I present this to you as an update and in an effort to make certain we get the appropriate decision as 
soon as it's available. Time is fleeting if we are to avoid further delays. 

I know this is just one more pressing matter on a plate already overflowing. But thanks for any guidance. 

ths 
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Office of Professional Responsibility 

PFR-13 ·John Calicott 

March 26, 2003 

AOC 011236 



.\-. 

ARCHUll)C[St ()f CHIC/\(l) 

Vicar Ceneral ! 1
1hl t ll!i· t· !~"' JlJ-;- 1 > 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

FEBRUARY 10, 2003 

REVEREND PATRICK LAGGES r// _A-

BISHOP RAYMOND GOEDERT \ft/ 
REVEREND JOHN CALICOTT 

l. hll,1/,11 lll11n1Jc... h()i, 11 11-J•/~q 

I ) I ~ I ;- -. I j·,_: :- I 

Enclosed is the letter of January 22, 2003 (N. 309/02-16397) from Cardinal Ratzinge, 
John Calicott has had recourse to the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith from the 
administrative decree of June 25, 2002, issued by Cardinal George. 

Cardinal George requests that you forward to C.D.F. all the appropriate documentation 
relative to this case. 
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B. 

-

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003 

Bishop Perry Agenda 

1. Priests: 

2. 

3. 

a) John Calicott '74 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

f) 

g) 
h) 

PRAYER 10:15-11:30 

2 
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A 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003 

4. 

5. Pastors Terms 

TERM ENDS IN 2002 

TERM ENDS IN 2003 

10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 

as of 2/14/2003 

PARISH 

Holy Angels 

3 

12 56 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003 

- Page 237 

B. Bishop Pe1Ty Agenda 

·-

-

1. Priests: 

2. 

a) John Calicott '74: John will continue as pastor until after deliberations. Fr. 
Anselm Lawani could be administrator if Robert Miller '76 gets a parish. 

b) 

c) 

cl) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) Anthony Vader '52: Tony was removed last weekend. It is very difficult 
because John Calicott was from the same parish. 

2 
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-

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003 

TERM ENDS IN 2003 

V ID APYf NAME 
DATE 

TERM ENDS IN 2004 

V/D APYf NAME 
DATE 

TERM ENDS IN 2005 

YID APPT NAME 
DATE 

PARISH YRS 

PARISH YRS 

PARISH YRS 

5 

AGE 
IN 03 

AGE 
IN 04 

AGE 
IN 05 

Page 240 

X-10-ED START 
TO PROCES 

X-10-ED 
TO 

X-10-ED 
TO 

s 

ing) 
rly) 

START 
PROCES 

s 

START 
PROCES 

s 
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ARCHBISHOP 

HOl V ANGELS CA IBOUC CHVRCH 
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~fakr~ M1er.~P.¥tT 
~f atkr)olfl w. CMcott. 1'.¥tT 
~ 71J.(:i}.4Sf]J f'~ 71J.(:i}.4,SJ9J 

£~~~~'°'~~"" 

26 February 2003 

His Eminence Francis Cardinal George 
1555 N. State Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois (J.)610 

Your Eminence, 

Peace. 

After many months, I feel compelled to write you once again to respectfully but 
vigorously and firmly request that I be returned to active ministry. 

Might I remind Your Eminence that: 

• There was no canonical due process used to remove me from ministry. 

• I am de facto being punished twice for the same allegations. Although there 
was no juridical process, I, de facto, was punished for the allegations when they 
were first made in 1994 b being removed from my parish for over a year, by 

• 

and by having 
my reputation unfairly and unjustly sullied. Having been returned to my parish 
and painstakingly rebuilding my reputation, now, years later, I am again being 
punished, de facto, for the same allegations by being again removed from my 
parish and, once again, having my reputation greatly tarnished. By way of 
basic, core, generic human rights, how can such treatment be considered fair 
and just? 

have clearly articulated the fact that I am not a risk to children. 

• The allegations are prescripted. This is true for the current Code of Canon Law 
and for the Code of Canon Law, as it existed when the allegations were made. 
A removal of the prescription would seem, to me, only to perpetuate an 
injustice. While it is true that I would be able to share with a Church tribunal 
internal forum issues by way of my defense, I still do not see how one can 
possibly fairly defend one's self against an allegation about something 
purported to have happen almost thirty years ago. 
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Francis Cardinal George, p.2, 26 February 2003 

• I should think that the fact that I was able to rebuild my reputation after both 
the national and international coverage of my initial removal from Holy Angels 
Parish in 1994 and subsequent return in 1995 would say at least something 
about my moral comportment and fitness for ministry. 

Your Eminence, I implore you, as my bishop, to both honor and defend my canonical 
and human rights and, thereby, return me to active ministry as pastor of Holy Angels 
Church so that I may continue to serve our Lord and His Church as I have been 
blessed to do for so many years. 

Assuring you of my prayers as you shepherd our local Church and with cordial best 
wishe~Jar:n, 
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Vicar General 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGC) 

MEMORANDUM 

MARCH 3, 2003 rf;-
REVEREND PATRICK LAGGES 

BISHOP RAYMOND GOEDE RT 

REVEREND JOHN CALICOTT 

('p,t Office Bm 1979 
Chicago, lllinob htl(,lJ(l-1 <J/9 

(:112) 7:"1 ~ ·;-1 
r.l\: (112i :i17-h.>/9 

Enclosed is the letter of February 26, 2003 which Cardinal George received from Fathu 
Calicott I would appreciate your drafting an appropriate response for the Cardinal's signature, 
unless you think it more advisable that you reply in your own name. Thanks, Pat! 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office CJf the Archbishop 

March 14, 2003 

Rev. John W. Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John: 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I realize you must have many questions about what is happening with regard to your 
situation. I have appreciated your patience and understanding, and I thank you again for 
agreeing not to exercise ministry while your case is pending. As you know, the Dallas Charter 
and Norms created a canonical difficulty. They required bishops to act immediately, but Church 
law prohibited us from taking any action under the Norms until they received the approval of the 
Holy See. I am very grateful to each of you for cooperating in the implementation of the Charter 
and Norms, even though that cooperation has taken a toll on you. I am writing the same letter to 
each of you so that you are clear as to what will be happening next. 

The Holy See approved the revised Nonns on December 8, 2002, and Bishop Gregory 
indicated they would go into effect March l, 2003. I want you to be aware of the implications 
of this, so that at least you will understand how we will be proceeding in the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. There are still some aspects of the process that the USCCB Committee on Canonical 
Affairs is working on, so some part of the process are less clear than others. 

In the near future, I will be submitting each of your cases to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, as required by the Norms that Congregation issued in 200 l. At that time, I 
will ask the Congregation for a dispensation from the statute of limitations so that we are free to 
conduct a trial according to the Code of Canon Law. 

The reason for my request will be that the seriousness and the nature of the matter 
demand it. The sexual misconduct of clergy has caused great harm to the Church in the United 
States. Unless the Church appears to be taking these allegations seriously, we will lose the 
confidence of our faithful people and the Church in the United States will no longer have a 
credible voice. 

Moreover, the nature of sexual abuse is such that those who are abused often repress the 
memory of these actions for many years. It has taken great courage on the part of many of them 
to come forward with these accusations. I can assure you that they did not make their decisions 
easily. Whether these actions took place, who was involved, and other such matters are things 
that are to be dealt with in a canonical trial. But I dp not doubt for a moment the sincerity of 
those who have claimed to be victimized. 
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At the same time I submit the case to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, I 
will make formal what up to now has been simply an agreement between you and me. The 
Essential Norms for the United States require that at this time I issue a decree, in virtue of canon 
1722, prohibiting you from exercising sacred ministry and directing where you are to reside. 

If the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith dispenses from the statute oflimitations 
and directs me to conduct a trial here in Chicago, I will then submit all the material from your 
case to Father Bill Woestman, the Promoter of Justice, who will the present a petition to the 
Metropolitan Tribunal. The petition will ask the Tribunal to decide two issues: Did you commit 
an act of sexual misconduct, as described in canon 1395? If the answer to that is affirmative, 
shall the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state be applied to you? 

At this point, if you have not already engaged the services of a canonical advocate, you 
will be required to do so. Your advocate' s job is to ensure the protection of your rights and to 
raise any issues with regard to the above questions. 

According to the wishes of the USCCB, the judges for the trial will be chosen from a 
pool of judges who will be trained in Washington during the last two weeks of February. This 
will ensure that no Archdiocesan priest will be deciding your case. 

The judges will use the information that has been gathered by the Fitness Review Board 
Administrator, the Vicar for Priests, the Victim Assistance Minister, and your own personnel 
file. They may also ask for additional information in the case, as they see fit. You or your 
advocate can also propose other questions to the judges that would assist them in their 
investigation. 

After the judges have collected all the information in the case, you and your advocate will 
be allowed access to all of the information that the judges will be using in making their decision. 
Y pu will also be allowed to comment on the information you review, and your advocate will be 
given an opportunity to present arguments in the case. 

At the conclusion of the process, both the Promoter of Justice and you can appeal the 
decision of the Tribunal. The appeal can be based upon the procedures that were followed 
during the course of the trial or upon the merits of the decision that was handed down. 
According to the 2001 Norms of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, these appeals are 
to be directed to the Supreme Apostolic Tribunal of that Congregation. 

I believe that this is the most effective way to ensure that justice is served in the Church. 
By using our legal system, the rights of all parties are guaranteed and decisions are made on the 
basis of correct jurisprudence. Regardless of the outcome, the decisions will not only be just, but 
they will also appear just in the eyes of our people. This will demonstrate that decisions are not 
made in an arbitrary manner in the Church, but are made in an orderly and well-reasoned 
manner. 

It is for this reason that I will not make any administrative decisions about the disposition 
of your case. I believe the judicial process will allow you and your advocate to present 
arguments concerning the substance of the case and the procedures that have been followed. The 
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judges will then be able to render a decision on this matter which is consistent with our 
jurisprudence and canonical practice. 

I am very much aware of the pain that you have gone through during these months. 
While this has been personally painful for you, I believe this time has also given our people an 
opportunity to look at this issue more thoroughly and realize its complexity. Some of the 
stridency has lessened, and people seem to be reassured that the cases will be handled in a just 
and equitable manner. 

You have been in my prayers each day, and I ask that you continue to keep me in yours. 

F~ally yofis in Christ, 

~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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TO BE FILLED IN BY AGENCY HOLDING RECORDS 
Name of Priest File: 
(!AL I eo TT J; H 
Record of Agency/Office: 
. it". I( FO/f -fJ fl . ES" ·1-5-

Phone: 

R 

Zip: 
& oo&,o -

Perso Requestin~ File: Date of R~quest: 
Et/. "(( Cl L v . .J JI/" 3 

Written Request Attached (Written request must accompany this form) Y 

Person Authorizing Access: 
.;SR /Jl /l £". . 'l!J)f) ;z ,f //.$/ 

Date Records Accessed: 

TO BE FILLED IN BY REQUESTER 
Requester's Signature Acknowledging Receipt of File: 

Requester's Comments: 

Initialed: 
(Revised 12/95) 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

PRECEPT 

Bishops "have been designated by the Holy Spirit to take the place of the apostles as pastors of 
souls and, together with the Supreme Pontiff and subject to his authority, they are commissioned 
to perpetuate the work of Christ, the eternal Pastor." (Christus dominus, n.2b) However, since 
the pastors of the Church can never be expected to carry the burden of pastoral ministry alone 
(Lumen gentium, n. 30), they have been given the order of priests to cooperate in shepherding 
and guiding God's people. Indeed, bishops, "because of the gift of the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to priests at their ordination, will regard them as indispensable helpers and advisers in the 
ministry and in the task of teaching, sanctifying and shepherding the People of God." 
(Presbyterorum ordinis,n. 7) 

Because of this common task, "bishops are to regard their priests as brothers and friends, and are 
to take the greatest interest they are capable of in their welfare, both temporal and spiritual. For 
on their shoulders particularly falls the burden of sanctifying their priests." (Presbyterorum 
ordinis, n. 7b) 

Moreover, the Directory on the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops states, "In the same way as Jesus 
showed his love for his disciples .... so also a bishop .... can hardly fail to realize that he should 
show his greatest love and chief concern for priests .... Led by a sense of duty and sincere and 
invincible charity he gives willing assistance in every way to help priests to esteem the loftiness 
of their priestly vocation, to live serenely, to spread joy to those about them and to fulfill their 
duties faithfully." (n. 107a) 

This same document urges bishops to do "everything possible to prevent the troubles his priests 
could have .... To keep them safe from trouble he takes prompt and prudent measures." (n. 112) 

The Code of Canon Law has described precepts as a means by which ecclesiastical authority 
"directly and legitimately enjoins a specific person or persons to do or omit something, 
especially in order to urge the observance of law" (c. 49). 

Therefore, I issue this precept, in accordance with c. 49, to urge Reverend John Calicott to 
fulfill the obligations which were placed upon him at the time of his ordination. Because some 
suspicion has arisen about his fidelity to the sacred promises he made at his ordination, I urge 
him in particular to lead a life which is in keeping with the holiness of his vocation. Although he 
is not presently exercising public ministry in the Church, he ought to pursue holiness of life in 
the way that he lives. He is also still bound to the obligation to pray the liturgy of the hours 
daily, to set aside time for spiritual retreats, to engage in mental prayer, to approach the 
sacrament of penance frequently, to honor the Virgin Mother of God with particular veneration 
as Queen of Priests, and to use any other means of sanctification which he finds helpful (c. 276). 
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Because of the obligation to observe perfect and perpetual continence for the sake of the 
kingdom of heaven, Father Calicott is to act with due prudence toward persons who could 
endanger the obligation to observe continence (c. 277§1), and to observe the particulars of the 
attached Individual Specific Protocol (c. 277§3) which I have established in consultation with 
him. 

He is to avoid all those things which are unbecoming the clerical state, or those things which are 
foreign to the clerical state ( c. 285), especially those things which are set forth in the attached 
Individual Specific Protocol which I have established in consultation with him. 

Father Calicott is hereby dispensed from his obligation to wear ecclesiastical garb (c. 284), and 
is strongly urged not to do so until such time as the case against him can be resolved and more 
permanent determinations can be made. Although not removed from office, he is nonetheless 
urged not to exercise the rights of any ecclesiastical office, in accordance with the Individual 
Specific Protocol which I have established in consultation with him. 

In order to ensure that these obligations are met, I have delegated Ms. Leah McCluskey to 
receive information regarding Father Calicott's fulfillment of this precept and his Individual 
Specific Protocol. She is to submit a report to me no less than quarterly regarding this matter, 
and may report to the Professional Fitness Review Board more frequently as needed or 
requested. 

I am establishing this precept in a spirit of fraternal charity, mindful of my responsibility to 
encourage my priests to remain faithful to the obligations of the clerical state. Because the 
attached Individual Specific Protocol has been established in dialog between Father Calicott 
and the Vicar for Priests, I accept the provisions of this document, and urge Father Calicott to 
fulfil them in accordance with the obedience he is to show to me as his ordinary ( c. 273), and 
which he promised at his ordination. 

Given in Chicago, Illinois on the 23rd day of May, 2003. 

~Luk 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior SL 

Chicago, lllinois 60611 

DECREE 

RECEIVED 

MAY ;t· ~ 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board 
that there is "reasonable cause to suspect" that Reverend John Calicott engaged in sexual 
misconduct with a minor, I have concluded that this constitutes information which "at least 
seems to be true" (c. 1717). 

Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into 
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to Father Calicott. 

Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint 
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms. 
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717. 
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm of law 
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and 
from any witnesses (cc. 1530- 1538 and 1547 - 1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc. 
1540 - 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574- 1581), and to 
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation. 

In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does 
nothing to harm Father Calicott's name or to violate his right to protect his privacy. Nor may 
he be asked to do anything which violates his conscience or is morally unacceptable according to 
the Church's moral teachings. 

After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written report to me, no 
later than thirty days from the date of this appointment. This report is to address the facts, 
circumstances, and imputability concerning the alleged offense. 

Given on 23 May, 2003 at Chicago, Illinois. 

~~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesiastical Notary 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
-Of-fire~of_m_e_ru_ch-bi-sh-op~~~~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~~~-1-55-E-.-Su-pe-rio-r~St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

May 23, 2003 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 

RECEIVED 

MAY ~· ~ 2003 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 North St. Clair 
Chicago, IL 60611 

ARCHIOC:ESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

Dear Ms. McCluskey: 

Accompanying this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an 
allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against Rev. John Calicott. The 
terms of this investigation are spelled out in the decree. 

At the same time, I am designating you as the person who is to supervise the "monitoring 
protocol" which has been established for Father Calicott. I ask that you report to me on a regular 
basis, but no less than quarterly, on Father Calicott's compliance with this protocol. You may 
also wish to report more frequently to the Professional Fitness Review Board so that they can 
make further recommendations to me on this matter. 

In order to ensure confidentiality in this matter, I ask that you perform this task 
personally and not designate anyone else for this purpose. Should there be periods of time when 
you will not be able to perform this task personally, please refer the matter to the Vicar for 
Priests. 

Thank you for agreeing to take on these additional tasks. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~r-.nk-t 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

~ .l • "-de.,. ((~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary ' 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

May 27, 2003 

Rev. John Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John: 

I am again writing to you to give you an update as to what is happening concerning the 
allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor which have been made against you. I am 
extremely grateful to you for your patience in this matter. As you know, the Dallas Charter 
required me to act quickly in cases involving allegations of clerical sexual misconduct with a 
minor to ensure that no priest with a credible accusation was engaged in public ministry. 
However, because the accompanying Norms had not been approved by the Holy See, I have not 
been able to act as quickly as I would have liked in getting your case resolved. 

With the Norms having gone into effect on March l, 2003, along with further instructions 
which came from the Holy See in February, we are now in a position to begin referring our cases 
to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Before I make such a referral, I will gather any 
additional information that seems necessary and review the matter once again. I will then send 
your advocate a copy of the letter I will be sending to the Holy See, and allow him or her the 
opportunity to offer an opinion as well. I anticipate this being done by the middle of July. 

To that end, I have delegated Ms. Leah McCluskey to review each of the cases to see if 
more information needs to be gathered. I have asked her to report back to me within one month 
so that I can make a determination about referring the case to the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith. According to the recommendation of the Canonical Affairs Committee of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, if the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
directs me to begin a penal trial, the judges to be used will not be priests serving in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. They will be chosen from a list of priests who have been trained to 
hear cases of clerical sexual misconduct. 

In referring your case to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, I will also consult 
with the Promoter of Justice and issue a decree which formalizes those things which I asked you 
to do for the good of the Church and under your promise of obedience to me. The imposition of 
this decree is required by Norm 6 of the Essential Norms established by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
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I have also designated Ms. McCluskey as the person to ensure that the "monitoring 
protocol" which you signed is being followed. She will report to me and to the Professional 
Fitness Review Board concerning your compliance with this protocol. I have asked that she 
perform this function personally, with the Vicar for Priests doing so in her absence. This will 
ensure the confidentiality and professionalism of this monitoring. 

The protocols which you sign from time to time are not to be considered as penalties 
imposed on you. Instead, they are ways in which I exercise my responsibility to ensure that you 
fulfill the obligations which you received when you were ordained. I am establishing these 
protocols as individual precepts, which canon 49 describes as "a decree which directly and 
legitimately enjoins [you] to do or omit something, especially in order to urge the observance of 
law." You will receive a copy of my precept at the same time you receive a copy of your 
protocol. 

I hope this clarifies the process somewhat for you. I am grateful that we can finally begin 
a process for the resolution of your case. I know this has been a very difficult period of time for 
you in your priesthood. You have always been in my prayers during this time. I ask that you 
continue to keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~wi,~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAYROLL SET UP 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 

r1 (:) {) ;;;. t:J 
Employee Number 

Active F/T--2\---Active P/T Active PIT Benefits Position-----~.,------

Ordination Date~ Transfer to P.C. DateTransfer from Agency/Parish/School# ___ _ 

Dept. Name _________ No. /IJ 3 50 Agency No. I{) 3 S'f 

Pay through payroll 

Regul~r Salm . . · 
(Co.~eri~ation Book) 
Other:-Type ·· 

... --;. r --~.y ·,·" Effective Date:~ 4 ,t/t)tJ5 
:·· '$~ .. :·.J,~ ',/ ~£ ' 

, ' ::~ · ... /·.;_i e · -'_.,,; .. ; ., :, "" . Non- ayroll Compensation 

.: ~.~ .. ·: ·" ~->:;. . . . . . , Type 
$ $ _____ _ 

$ $ _____ _ 

$ ______ _ $ _____ _ 

$ ______ _ $ _____ _ 

Total through Payroll $ .2 d fti :Z:PJ 
I 6'1< 

Total Non-Payroll $ _____ _ 

Comments J?~ 

Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW SL __ ADM Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone _________ Work Phone __________ Handicap: Yes ___ No __ _ 

Mailing Address __________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_Name of Dental Plan _______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Fonns attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Fonns attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes __ No __ Amount per year$ ___________ _ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE --------------------
Transfer From--------------- To ______________ _ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From---------------
Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

To ____ ---,--,--.,--------
Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# 

Transfer From--------------- To ----------------Location Location 
Termination/Resignation/Date _________ _ Reason ______ r--'---------

Agency Director/Date Department Director/Date Direct£,Iluman Resources/Date 

Chancellor/Date 
<!.? 6-;;JS--O 2 

Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pin~: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Created: July, ZOOO 
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AR.CHDICXEE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(C<QJ~V 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

July 2, 2003 

Fr. John Calicott 
PO Box455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

(Q)~ ~m owigi11a! ©l«>©lU!fM~rift ~mm ft~® m@~ of 
~ftl(Q)~~~~~O~Al ~ff~~~~ ftl~~fl~W 

ffe\~{C~=ml~(Q)~~S~ ©~ (C~ KCffe\~(Q) 
Tl1ii$ i9 ai rrtaidl In~ s~aimpi 

DONOTCOPV 

Enclosed you will find documentation regarding the newly revised Monitoring Protocols. 
Fr. James Kaczorowski will be contacting you in the near future to schedule a meeting so 
that the three of us may discuss and review the enclosed information. Fr. Daniel 
Smilanic, Promoter of Justice and Delegate to the Cardinai will also be present at the 
meeting to address any canonical questions. 

This information is being sent to you so that you and your canonical advocate Fr. Kevin 
Vann could have the opportunity to discuss the protocols. All of the information enclosed 
as well as a copy ofthis letter has been forwarded to Fr. Vann. 

I have also enclosed a copy of the most recent policies and procedures, I JOO Sexual 
Abuse of Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and 
Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry. A newly revised copy of the 
policies and procedures are to be effective on July 15, 2003 and as a result, are not yet 
available. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns: 
Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312 751-5205, office 
312 751-5279, fax 
lmccluskey@arhcchicago.org 

eah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Ad 

Enclosures 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Kevin Vann, Canonical Advocate 
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Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

July 11, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

As the Auditor whom you appointed in accord with Canon 1717 to conduct a Preliminary 
Investigation into the allegations of sexual abuse of minors that have been made against 
the Rev. John Calicott, a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, I would like to inform you 
that the investigation has been completed. 

As required by Canon 1718, a sufficient amount of material is now present for you to 
make a detennination. I have examined the files of the investigations of the allegations 
of sexual misconduct with minors by Fr. Calicott, and I have found them to be complete. 

There is at least one allegation that was submitted to the Archdiocesan Professional 
Responsibility Review Board in which the Board recommended to you that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct did occur. Given the material 
gathered as the Board's instruction of the case, it is now necessary for you to detennine if 
the elements meet the required standard of proo£ The Board reported their finding to you 
after having discussed the evidence and the arguments in two formal sessions. As part of 
the procedure followed by the Board, Fr. Calicott was read the allegations made against 
him and provided a response to each. With reference to his involvement in the 
instruction of the case, Fr. Calicott had the advice oflegal counsel. 

I now submit this matter to your Eminence for a determination. It is my recommendation 
that the allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor against the Rev. John Calicott has 
the semblance of truth (notitiam saltem verisimilem) as required by Canon 1717 and 
Article 13 of the Procedural Norms de gravioribus delicitis, and consequently the case 
should be sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

There is at least one allegation of sexual misconduct against Fr. Calicott. The 
Professional Responsibility Review Board has been presented all allegations against Fr. 
Calicott, and has reported to you the finding that the allegations provide reasonable cause 
to suspect that the alleged incidents of misconduct did occur. It is my recommendation 
that the aforementioned allegations have the semblance of truth (notitiam saltem 

) 

) 

AOC 011257 



:ti. .• .... ·~ ... · ....... __ ,'" ... ·"'··· 

verisimilem) as required by Canon Law. As a result, there is no additional information 
that needs to be gathered at this time regarding the allegations made against Fr. Calicott. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312 751-5205. 

tf&to(~ 
L 

1 
h McCluskey . 

Professional Responsibility Administ tor 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop t 155 E. Superior St. 

. Chicago, Illinois 60611 

14 July, 2003 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office for Professional Responsibility 
676 North St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey: 

RECEIVED 

JUL 2 l 2003 
ARCHIOC:ESE OF CHICAGO 

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

I received the report from your investigation of the matter of sexual misconduct with a 
minor on the part of Reverend John Calicott. 

I accept your findings and have determined that there is a semblance of truth to the 
allegations that Father Calicott engaged in acts of sexual misconduct with a minor. 

Therefore, by means of this letter, I am bringing the Preliminary Investigation of this 
matter to a close. Based upon the information you have provided, I have concluded that this case 
must be referred to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in accordance with Part II, 
Article 13 the motu proprio Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela. 

Thank you for your diligent work, Ms. McCluskey. I appreciate the professional way in 
which you have handled these matters. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

-::r~ C-t-i ~ 
. Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

cc: Revs. Kaczorowski and Smilanic, Ms. Leah McCluskey, Mr. Jimmy Lago, Mr. John C. 
O'Malley 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

15 July, 2003 

Rev. John Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John: 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I am writing to let you know that I have received the report from Ms. Leah McCluskey 
regarding the inquiry she conducted concerning the allegations of sexual misconduct that were 
made against you. 

Taking into account the material already presented to the review board, she has looked 
into the matter further. I have concluded from her report that there is enough evidence to 
indicate that I need to refer your case to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and ask 
for their permission to conduct a trial to determine whether you committed the delict of sexual 
abuse of a minor; and, if so, what penalty ought to be imposed on you. 

I will make this referral by the end of the month. It is impossible to say when the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith will respond to my request. 

If I am given permission to conduct a trial in the Archdiocese, I will ask the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops to provide me with three judges. I will also present all the 
material in the case to the Promoter of Justice, and ask that he draw up a formal petition. A trial 
will then be conducted according to the norm of law. You will be informed throughout the 
proceedings of how you might exercise your rights. If you have not appointed an advocate, one 
will be appointed for you. 

Since you are already observing the restrictions on your ministry as I requested, I do not 
see any need to impose any formal penal restrictions on you, as called for by canon 1722. In a 
previous letter to you, I indicated that I would issue this decree once I sent the case to the Holy 
See. In light of your cooperation, however, I have decided it is not necessary to take any further 
steps at this time. 

As you know, the Dallas Charter and subsequent Nonns state that if even a single act of 
sexual misconduct with a minor is proven, you must be removed permanently from ministry. 
Even if the offense does not warrant dismissal from the clerical state, the laws approved by the 
Holy See for the United States would not allow me to assign you to any public ministry, to 
celebrate the sacraments publicly, or to present yourself in public as a priest. Instead, you would 
be expected to lead a life of prayer and penance under my direction. 
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On the other hand, if the allegations against you are not proven, I will do everything I can 
to restore your reputation. I realize how difficult this might be, given the publicity that has 
already been given to this matter. Since I also realize you may have some feelings about this 
matter, I will consult with you before anything is done in this regard. 

I am again appreciative of the cooperation you have given me in this matter. I will keep 
you in my prayers, and ask that you keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

f~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File-PFR-13 

From: Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting 

Re: John Calicott 

Date: July 19, 2003 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on July 19, 
2003: 

I. Monitoring Protocol Update 

• Fr. Dowling shared information regarding Fr. Calicott 
• Received information that Fr. Calicott preached at a funeral [whose name was 

printed in the program] in the recent past 

• PRA informed Board that information regarding Fr. Vader would be discussed 
with Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, July 19, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes -June 21, 2003 

II. Monitoring Protocol Update 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

• Recommendation of Review Board that a statement be added to the Individual 
Specific Monitoring Protocols [ISP] that the accused's signature on the ISP does not 
imply an admission of guih 

• -shared information regarding Fr. Vader and Fr. Calicott 
• Received informa(ion that Fr. Vader presided over a mass in the recent past 
• Received information that Fr. Calicott preached at a funeral [whose name was 

printed in the program] in the recent past 
• PRA informed Board that infonnation regarding Fr. Vader and Calicott would be 

discussed with Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

m. Update ofFEG's decisions based upon Review Board recommendations from June 
21,2003 

IV. Case Reviews 

Initial Review 

A. 
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B. 

D 

MINUTES 
July 19, 2003 
Page2 
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E. 

Review for Cause 

F. 

MINUTES 
July J 9, 2003 
Page3 
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V. Other Matters 

Next scheduled meeting is August 16, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar fur Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

MINUfES 
July 19, 2003 
Page4 

AOC 011266 



Office of the Metropolitan Tribunal 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D 
Phone: (312) 751-8384 
e-mail: plagges@archchicago.org 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Bishop Goedert 
Father Smilanic 
Father Kaczorowski 
Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
Mr. Jimmy Lago 

FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

Mr. John O'Malley 

Father Lagges '~W
Referral of case to Rome 
1 August, 2003 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Fax: (312) 751-8314 

This is to inform you that on 31July,2003 Cardinal George has forwarded the case of Reverend 
John Calicott to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, asking for permission to 
conduct a penal trial in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

It is impossible to estimate when we will receive a response from the Holy See. Given the large 
number of cases that are being sent there from the United States, it will probably be at least 
several months before we hear anything. 

If a penal trial is permitted, all the material in the case will be handed over the Promoter of 
Justice (Rev. William H. Woestman, O.M.I.), who will then petition the tribunal to hear the case. 
The judges assigned to the tribunal will be from outside the Archdiocese of Chicago. They will 
follow the normal judicial process specified in Book VII of the Code of Canon Law. (These are 
the same processes that are followed in marriage nullity cases.) 

The Archdiocese will be the petitioner in the case; the accused priest the Respondent. The two 
questions before the court will be: ( 1) Has the priest committed an act of sexual misconduct 
with a minor? (2) If so, in accordance with the Dallas Charter and Norms, shall he be dismissed 
from the clerical state? 

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File-PFR-13 ,l 

Leah McCluskey, Professional ~si>onsibility Administrato@ 

Calicott, John 

August 10, 2003 

PRA and Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests met with Fr. John Calicott on July 28, 
2003 to discuss the new monitoring protocols. It was explained to Fr. Calicott that Fr. 
Daniel Smilanic, Promoter of Justice was unable to attend the day's meeting due to 
having to be the celebrant at a funeral mass. 

PRA provided Fr. Calicott with a copy of the policies promulgated on July 15, 2003. He 
was also informed that his canonical advocate, Fr. Kevin Vann would receive all of the 
monitoring informatiofr-including a copy of the newly promulgated policies. 

Fr. Calicott quickly read through his Individual Specific Protocol as well as the Daily 
Log and Trave1/Vacation Agreement forms while PRA spoke. Fr. Calicott expressed his 
concerns with his canonical rights being violated in terms of the request that he abide by 
the protocols presented to him. Fr. Kaczorowski stated that he would contact Fr. Vann 
and suggest that he speak with Fr. Smilanic directly. 

Fr. Calicott was not asked to sign the Individual Specific Protocol at the meeting held on 
July 28, 2003, but was asked to speak with his canonical advocate within ten days 
regarding the document and his signature. Fr. Calicott was then informed that Fr. 
Kaczorowski and PRA would travel to Mundelein 4i approximately two weeks to discuss 
his [Fr. Calicott's] agreement/disagreement to follow the requested protocol as per his 
advocate. 

Fr. Calicott again spoke strongly of his opinion that the request that he abide by the 
Individual Specific Protocols was a violation of his civil rights. However, he st~ed that 
he would have no problems following all that was requested of him, except for the Daily 
Log. Fr. Calicott stated that he would not complete any Daily Logs. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

September 8, 2003 

Fr. John Calicott 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, Il, 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

COPY 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Enclosed you will find documentation regarding the monitoring protocols. 

The monitoring protocols have been changed somewhat. This was done principally in 
order to put into a standard written form, arrangements that had been made orally and/or 
on an individual basis. It was felt that by committing as much as possible to a written 
form, misunderstandings could be reduced and communication would be facilitated. 
These changes reflect the feedback provided by all those involved in the monitoring 
program, including those who are subject to it. The enclosed forms contain the 
adjustments made to the monitoring forms that were provided to you in July of2003. All 
those involved in monitoring will be receiving a copy of the new forms. 

All of the information enclosed as well as a copy of this letter and a copy of the policies 
and procedures, 1100 Sexual Abuse of Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, 
Assistance to Victims and Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry 
promulgated on July 15, 2003 has been forwarded to your canonical advocate, Rev. 
Kevin Vann. 

In designing a form that addresses so many different, complex situations, one or another 
points may be unclear. If you have any question or concerns, please contact me at [312) 
751-5205 . 

• ~in -~ly~/1 
.1!1 ;/J~ . 

: , '.lJ ltf ~·C:l{ll/LO l(6 . 
r.; McClusk y 
Professional Responsibility Administr 

Cc Rev. Kevin Vann 

Enclosures 
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The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of protecting minors and the 
integrity of the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon with 
regard to the possibility of subsequent allegations. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office of 
Professional Responsibility, he will be subject to appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under 
the authority of the Vicar for Priests and supervised by the Professional Responsibility Administrator 
(PRA); please refer to protocol number I~ 

This ISP for JOlt\ I(\ CihtGO t[ is as follows (PRA to initial all that apply): 

l. ,{))Restricted from being alone with minors (anyone under the age of 18) without the presence 
~other responsible adult. 

2 . 

.., 

.) . 

4. __ The "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the monitor. The 
log is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the priest/deacon, the monitor and the 
Archdiocese. Although it lists all time periods, it is to intended to provide an accurate record of 
the day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-campus activity, please include 
the place, the general purpose of the visit/trip/activity (e.g. Spiritual Direction, therapy), and the 
telephone number only if it is a private residence. (For example, it is enough to indicate that you 
did personal shopping rather than the name, location and telephone number of each individual 
store.) If your self-description is challenged, some documentation/verification may be requested. 
The monitor will return the log forms at the end of each month to PRA. 

5. ~bide by the restriction ofresidence to UiV/til<Mt1J 'Sfy 1f:0l0 ~f-
ftrrvlS-C· 
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6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

;,{))No inappropriate use of computers, software, Internet capabilities, communications tools or 
~ology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees will apply. 

mA"ust complete and submit the "TravelNacation Agreement" to PRA prior to a scheduled 
~~~e. 
t-J/A_, Attendance at a recommended support group (please 
~ate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month (please 
circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" 

f~ 
~No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other 
S~ment or Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests. 

_eJR.efrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a 
priest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the 
'cl er" cal shirt'). 

he right of defense must not involve the public life of the Church. 

·-~ 
On-site visits by PRA annually to include meeting with PRA and the cleric. 

n-site visits by Vicar for Priests (VP) annually to include a meeting with VP and the cleric. 

his ISP is to be reviewed annually with PRA, VP, and the cleric. 

Because the private celebration of the Eucharist is possible, during the course of each week one of 
the Masses celebrated is to be for the intention of the priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve consultation with the cleric, his monitor, 
the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PRA, or the VP can initiate the discussion for 
change or alteration, and at the discretion of any of the parties, his legal and/or canonical counsel 
may be involved. 

I have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols. 

Signed:--------------------- Date: 

A copy of this Prot will be kept on file in the Office of Professional Responsibility anti on file i 
Vicar for Priests. 

FY. ~wff hits VM'kM//y fM/:('~ Jo. {O/(ow fl.fl pro/o~ofr; 
\r~1~ .eiterhvV1 a{- -i4. R; t/dfwf+ vv//1 ch-e~ rn dttly 
w I VVWVl1hrv R; A1A~iwVly Ttil/lt{;VtC&. Aoc 011211 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

September 17, 2003 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

It was a pleasure meeting with you last Thursday. Both Fr. Kaczorowski and I appreciate 
the time that you took to meet with us. Enclosed you will find a copy of the Individual 
Specific Protocol to which you gave your verbal agreement to comply. A copy of the 
enclosed ISP will also be forwarded to your canonical advocate, Rev. Kevin Vann. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at [312] 751-
5205. 

~;ly, 

odNdlt~t aiv~Lic;· 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Adm · or 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Kevin Vann, Canonical Advocate 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chi ca go, lllinois 60690-1979 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: File - PFR-13 

From: Review Board Minutes 

Re: John Calicott (Withdrawn) 

Date: September 20, 2003 

A Summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on 
September 20, 2003: 

Review Board voiced concerns that Fr. Calicott has refused to complete Daily Log forms 

The Board expressed their concerns with the validity of the Individual Specific Protocol [ISP] 
forms when they are verbally agreed to and not signed. 

In regards to the ISP, a suggestion that a line be added on the ISP, "A signature on this form does 
not indicate guilt. It indicates the agreement to comply with protocols." --or something similar. 

Board then recommended that all men be presented with ISPs again with aforementioned 
"disclaimer". 

Also suggested men be notified of possible financial consequences that may result in not 
signing/complying with ISP. 

The Board suggested the need for consequences for those men who are under the ISP and are not 
adhering to all requests [i.e. refuse to sign ISP or refusal to complete the Daily Log forms: 

• Suggested consequences 
• Reduction in monthly salary 
• Archdiocese would not pay for car insurance 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, September 20, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Members absent: 

Non-members present: ~ . ~ 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [P~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - August 16, 2003 

II. 

. -

Monitoring Protocols 
• Review Board voiced concerns that Fr. Calicott and Fr. 

complete Daily Log forms 
have refused to 

• The Board expressed their concerns with the validity of the Individual Specific 
Protocol [ISP] forms when they are verbally agreed to and not signed 

• In regards to the ISP, a suggestion that a line be added on the ISP, "A signature on 
this form does not indicate guilt. It indicates the agreement to comply with 
protocols." --or something similar 
• Board then recommended that all men be presented with ISPs again with 

aforementioned "disclaimer" 
• Also suggested men be notified of possible financial consequences that may result 

in not signing/complying with ISP 
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MINlITES 
September 20, 2003 
Page2 

• The Board suggested the need for consequences for those men who are under the ISP 
and are not adhering to all requests [ie. refuse to sign ISP or refusal to complete the 
Daily Log forms 
• Suggested consequences 

• Reduction in monthly salary 
• Archdiocese would not pay for car insurance 

• The Board expressed their concerns with the performance of Fr. Anthony Talarico as 
the monitor at Mundelein 

• The Board expressed their great concern with the monitoring at Mundelein 
• Suggested that Pat O'Malley monitor 
• Suggested that Ted Jakubowski monitor 

• The Board suggested to PRA that all monitoring information be brought to their 
attention for review on a quarterly basis 

• Violations of monitoring protocols need to be brought to the Board as an agenda item 
• Board is interested in information as to how Vicar for Priests initiate monitoring 
• Board recommended that monitors be "trained" prior to providing monitoring of those 

removed from ministry [i.e. a checklist provided to monitors of things to be aware of] 
• Board recommended that monitors have specific qualifications 
• Board recommended that monitors participate in Safe EnvironmentNirtus training 

[as per Jan Slattel)', training sessions are scheduled for November 13, 14, and 
15•b1 

ill. Review of August 16, 2003 Board Meeting recommendations 

IV. Informal update on matters in Office of Professional Responsibility 
• 
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• 

• 

IV. Case Reviews 

A. 

B. 

MJNUTES 
September 20, 2003 
Page3 
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c. 

Review for Cause 

D. 

Second Stage Review 

D. 

F. 

Next scheduled meeting is October 18, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

MINUTES 
Septembec 20, 2003 
Page4 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: 

From:. 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 

Leah McCluskey, rroressionat Responsibility Administrate 

Calicott, John [Withdrawn] 

November 6, 2003 

PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests met with Rev. John Calicott on 
September 11, 2003 at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. The purpose of the meeting 
was for PRA to provide Fr. Calicott with the newly revised Individual Specific 
[Monitoring] Protocols, Daily Log forms, and the Travel/Vacation Notification forms. 
PRA also reviewed all of the new forms with Fr. Calicott. 

Fr. Calicott provided his verbal agreement to follow the requested monitoring protocols. 
However, he stated that he would not provide a written signature to indicate agreement. 
Fr. Calicott then referred to the monitoring information stated in§ 1100 Sexual Abuse. of 
Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures for 
Determination of Fitness for Ministry. Fr. Calicott expressed his opinion that he has 
shown that he is not a risk to minors, which therefore should be reflected in his 
monitoring protocols. 

In terms of contact information when he is away from Mundelein, Fr. Calicott stated that 
he does fuform his monitor, Rev. Anthony Talarico when he is leaving the grounds. 
Also, Fr. Calicott stated that Fr. Talarico has his cellular phone number so that he [Fr. 
Calicott] may be reached when he is away from Mundelein. 

However, Fr. Calicott continues to to be in 
compliance with monitoring protocols. PRA informed Fr. Calicott that his questions 
regarding-would be brought to the attention of the Review Board for their 
consideration and review. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/14/2003 

Meeting: 
Date: 
Place: 

AGENDA 

#9th - Twentieth Board 
November 14, 2003 
Priests' Placement Board 

Present: Rev.: John W. Clemens. William T. Corcoran, James Donovan, 
Leonardo Gomez, Joseph P. Grembla, David A. Jones, 
Robert G. Mair, Daniel J. McConnack 

Absent: Rev. Thomas Hickey 

I Opening Prayer: Bishop Joseph Perry ________ _ 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Vote------------

III Reports: 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: Vote ------------

V Business: 

A. 

B. Bishop Joseph Perry Agenda: 

1. Priests: 

a) John Calicott '74 
b) 

c) 
d) 
e) 

f) 
g) 

10:15-11:30 

AM 

Page 106 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/14/2003 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. Pastors Terms as or 11/14/2003 
TERM ENDS JN 2003 

A 10/27 /91 John W. Calico/I ·74 Holy Angels 12 56 

-
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Present: 

Absent: 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11114/2003 

MINUTES 

Meeting #91
h - Twentieth Board 

Date November 14, 2003 
Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Rev.: John W. Clemens, William T. Corcoran, James Donovan, 
Leonardo Gomez, Joseph P. Grembla, David A. Jones, 
Robert G. Mair, Daniel 1. McCormack 

Rev. Thomas Hickey 

I Opening Prayer: Bishop Joseph Perry 10: 10 A M 

Il Acceptance of Minutes: 8 - 0 - 0 

III Reports: 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: 8 - 0 - 0 

V Business: 

1. Priests: 

Page 107 

a) John Calicott '74: there is no word on John's case as pastor of Holy Angels. Robert 
Miller '76 [Administrator] should not bind his future to John's. 

b) 

1 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/14/2003 

Page 110 

5. Pastors Tem1s as of Jl/14/2003 
TERM ENDS IN 2003 

PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 2004 

4 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

ME-MORAND UM 
, 

To: File - PFR-13 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: John Calicott 

Date: December 20, 2003 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Summary of the discussion at the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on 
December 20, 2003: 

The Board recommended that Fr. Calicott continue 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, December 20, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Members absent: 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA) 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Francis Cardinal George, OMI 
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• Cardinal swore in new Board member, 

MINUTES 
December 20, 2003 
Page2 
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II. Approval of Minutes - October 18, 2003 

m. Update OD Decisions Made by the Cardinal 

MINUTES 
December 20, 2003 
Page 3 

• PRA provided Board members with update on decisions made by Cardinal George 
based upon their recommendations from the October 18, 2003 agenda 

ID. Case Reviews 

IV. Other Matters 
• -for Rev.John Calicott 

• The Board recommended that Fr. Calicott continue 

• Monitoring Protocols 
• The Board recommended that either the men removed either adhere to monitoring 

protocols or a decree will be imposed with the understanding that the Cardinal 
will impose a penal penalty 

• The Board recommended that Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests and 
PRA make a trip to Mundelein to present most recent revision oflndividual 
Specific Protocol [ISP] forms 
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v. 

MINUTES 
December 20, 2003 
Page4 

• Intent to point out to men adhering to monitoring that their signature on the 
forms is not an admission of guilt 

• The Board recommended that all men removed are given until March 2004 to 
comply will all monitoring protocols 
• Men are to be notified in person and with a formal letter 

• Suggestion that a copy of the decree to be imposed in cases where the 
monitoring is not followed be attached to letter 

Next scheduled meeting is January 10, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 
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RECEIVED 

DEC 3 0 ?nn'~ 

TRAVELNACATION AGREEMENT 

Permission to go on vacation to 
(Dates) 

this year has been granted to 

will be met by him and 

provided the following conditions 

mpanion/s) 

(See attached correspondence) 

1. The designated companion agrees to accompany the Client at all his activities. Client is. not allowed 

to be by himself. 

2. No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present. 

3. Client is required to call in , to keep a daily log: proofs/ . 
~~-.~~~-(F-re-qu-en-c~y)~~~~~~ 

tickets, receipts, etc.,. regardi~g resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for . .. . . ~ 

verification. 

4. If any of the above conditions are violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be 

held accountable by the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

5. The date of return to the residence has been set for , however due 
~~~~~~~~~~-

to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date can be changed. Approval from the 

PFR Administrator must be granted for any changes in this statement. 

Signature( s): 

Date: 

A copy of this agree~ent-wil.JJJe. ""~pt .on file at Professional Fitness Review Boar:.~ AdllJ,inistrator' s 
Office and the Vicar for Priests' Office. · .. · · · · ·. 

Revised 11/9/99 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

FACSIMILE TRANS MITT AL SHEET 

TO: FROM: 

Rev. John Calicott Leah McCluskey 
DATE: 

12/30/03 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 

84 7-566-6082 2 
PHONE NUMBER: PHONE NUMBER: 

312-751-5205 
RE: 

Travel/Vacation Form 

ltJ' FILL OUT D PLEASE REVIEW D PLEASE COMMENT ltJ'PLEASE RETURN 

Fr. Calicott, 

Please fill out (and sign) the attached new Travel/Vacation Form and mail it to our office. 

Once I sign it, a copy will be forwarded to the vicar assigned to your case and a copy 

will be mailed to you. Meanwhile, I will mail you a few copies for use in the future. 

They can be photocopied as needed. Thank you for your cooperation. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Date5/Times 

January 3 , 2004 

February4-21, 2004 

March 13, 2004 to 
April 14, 2004 

May25-27, 2004 

August 20, 2004 to 
September 9, 2004 

------------~ 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

PFR-13-John Callcolt 

JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2004 
Monthly Schedule 

Event (Therapy, Sprirltual Direction, 
Vacation , etc.) Where, When, How 
Long 

Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor, 
Monitor, etc. (Include names) 

(Monitor) 

(Monitor) 

(Monitor) 

Same as above Same as above 

~onitor) 
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12/30/2003 03:41 312-7515279 PROFESSIONAL FITNESS PAGE 02/02 

JAN o 5 7nn 11 

TRAVEL/VA.CATION NOT.IFICATION 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILI 

JoJt.L (l1t),'col:t [name ofcteric]~as infoo:ned this office that he will be traveling to 

[destination address and contact phone number] from 

~ Ja!l.1UXN&oo1 [depar.tUre date] through¢3 .1L'r.JUJ.\l.l"=f ilo~1 [return date] . 

.._j,,_.0....,Ju...,c..__.C,__.ct~l..,,· ... o;.,..)t+..._ __ (name of cleric] wiUbe monitored by 

[name of travel monitor]. --[name of 

travel monitor] has accepted the rcsponsibili ty of vcrifyi.ng .the I ocation· and activities of. 

..1a J,.b Ca l.: c ofk [name .of cle.ricJ. during the·.aforemention.ed-time frame. 

[see attached· co,.respondencel · 

1. · Contacts with.-minors· by Ao }uL (1a. L: ¢=4 tt [name of Cieri~] ·must be in. the 

presence o [name o.ftravc~_monitor:J_ Inappropriate situations 

2. 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle a.re to be avoided. 

[name of travel monitor] may be ask~~ to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of ~J"" 6.YS:¢ot+ [cleric'..namc] ov~ 

~/. 1/. 0¥ ... ()/, 11. a'{ [aforementioned time frame] . 

. J .. As previously noted, the date of return toJa/," (/t).u_o.4H- 's [cleric·name). 

residence has· been scheduled forpJllu.u.ci.1f .2.?V"{aforemcntio.ned.· return. date]. · 

H d h d
.. r . . 

owcver;, ue. to- weat , er con 1hons or emergencJes that ·may anse;. the.date may oc 

changed;· In-. the-event of: such a·:circumstance, should the original plans be 

e econtact PRA at·(3 l2)' 75l-5205. 

PRA Signature· 

Date: a;. JruWt."'t( g""!J 

i1 5 rlli:t 
i\ copy of !his document will be pro\lided to the cl le. Th . original wiil be placed jn the cleric'~ fil.e 
in the Office of l'rofessional Re.sponsibllity.and-11-co. 11-be-ploced-in the. cleric's. file In ·the Vicar 
for Prle!lts' Office. · 

Revised R/28/03 

AOC 011291 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

January 20, 2004 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

-Dear Cardinal George, 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on December 
20, 2003 and conducted a partial review of Rev. John Calicott's current monitoring 
protocols. 

Fr. Calicott feels that it is not necessary for him to continue and 
wished for this information to be presented to the Review Board. Despite Fr. Calicott's 
request, the Review Board recommends that he continue with 

If you have any questio'ns, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar 

'·i 

JAN 2 7 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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NBCS.com 

Priest Teaches At Holy Angels Despite Abuse Allegations 

Holy Angels Priest Denies Sex Abuse Allegations 

PO~;TED: 10:20 PM CST January 21, 2004 

CHICAGO -- A Chicago-area priest barred from his duties because of alleged sexual abuse is back at his old 
parish, NBCS's Mary Ann Ahern reported. 

The Catholic bishops approved a zero-tolerance policy 18 months ago, so even 
those with a past sex abuse allegation -- like the· Rev. John Calicott (pictured) -
have been removed from public ministry. Calicott is appealing his case, but in 
the meantime, NBCS has learned that he's not only been teaching religion to 
students at Holy Angels, he's also been teaching sex education. 

Holy Angels Parish on the city's south side has known for the past 10 years that 
Calicott faced allegations of sexual misconduct with two teenage boys in the late 
1970s. He denied the allegations, ••••••••••••••• 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin reinstated Calicott with the full blessing of his parish, but when the Catholic bishops 
approved the zero-tolerance policy 18 months ago, Calicott was removed. He is appealing that decision with the 
backing of many parishioners. 

"I have a problem with this whole concept of zero tolerance," said the Rev. Robert Miller of Holy Angels. 

Miller added that the staff has invited Calicott to drop in and teach a religion class or two, and in fact, Calicott has 
even taught sex education, Ahern reported. 

Although the archdiocese said Calicott "is not supposed to be engaging in any ministry" or to still live at the 
parish, his car is parked at the rectory and documents continue to list it as his address. 

Calicott, who was at the parish Wednesday, did not return NBCS's calls. 

Copyright 2004 by NBCS. com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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Abuse Victims /~sk That Former Pastor Be Barred 

Thursday, January 22, 2004, 4:25 p.m. 

By Bob Roberts 
WBBM Newsradio 780 

(Chicago)-- A group representing victims of sexual abuse by 
Roman Catholic priests wants action from the Archdiocese to 
prevent the former pastor of Holy Angels parish, in Bronzeville, 
from teaching in its school. 

Holy Angels parishioners invited Father John Calicott to speak 
with seventh and eighth graders about drugs, gangs and sex. 
Parish administrator Father Robert Miller agreed to it, even 
though Calicott was barred from public ministry in 2002 under 
terms of the American bishops' zero-tolerance policy. 

Father Calicott in 1994 admitted engaging in sexual misconduct 
with two teenaged boys while assigned to St. Ailbe Church. He 
has long maintained that he is cured. 

Survivors' Network President Barbara Blaine is outraged and 
has written Francis Cardinal George demanding not only a 
review of Calicott's monitoring arrangements, but removal of 
Miller: 

"There's no exception in the socalled zero-tolerance policy for 
abusive priests who happen to be popular," Blaine said. 

There are no recent complaints against Father Calicott. The 
late Francis Cardinal Bernardin removed Calicott from the 
ministry in 1994, but a year later allowed him to return at Holy 
Angels' pastor after obtaining a pledge from him that he would 
not falter again. 

Father Calicott has long been a popular figure at Holy Angels, 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. Parishioners lobbied heavily for his 
reinstatement, and havedone so since he was removed in June 
2002, following adoption of the bishop's new sexual abuse 
policies. 

Under terms of the policy, any priest with even one credible 
allegation of sexual misconduct with children must be removed 
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View More Details 

from public ministry permanently, may not wear his Roman 
collar or other priestly garb, and may not celebrate Mass 
publicly. 

Archdiocesan spokesman Jim Dwyer said talking in classrooms 
with students by Father Calicott, with or without his Roman 
collar, is not allowed under terms of the policy. 

"If he did, that would be a violation," Dwyer said. 

The archdiocese is reviewing the situation and Blaine's 
demand. Dwyer said Cardinal George, who returned Thursday 
from anti-abortion rallies in Washington, D.C., would take part 
in all such discussions. 

Father Calicott lives in a retreat house on the grounds of St. 
Mary of the Lake seminary in Mundelein and is supposed to be 
monitored at all times. He has standing permission from the 
Archdiocese to attend Mass at Holy Angels, and Dwyer said, 
and has frequent interactions with his former parishioners. 

Father Miller remains in his post as Holy Angels administrator, 
a post he has held since Father Calicott's removal, although 
that could also be subject to review, Dwyer said. 

Stay tuned to WBBM Newsradio 780 for the latest 
developments on this and other stories. 
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Accused priest lecturilKJ kids about sex 
'He's not supposed 
to be doing that' 

church official says 
~1"~'";) I /7/J,,. 

BY CATHLEEN FALSANI 
AND ANA MENDIETA 

Staff Rr.porten1 

Officials of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Chicago lire investi
gating whether a Chicago priest 
who was removed from ministry 
because of allegations of sexual 
misconduct with teenage boys has 
violated church policy by returning 
to his former parish to talk to 
groups of Catholic school students 
about sex. 

On several occasions since his 
removal from ministry in 2002, the 
Rev. John Calicott, former pastor 
of Holy Angels parish in the 
Bronzeville neighborhood, has 
returned to the parish at the 
request of his former parishioners 
to talk to children at Holy Angels 
School, said the Rev. Robert 
Miller; Holy Angels' current pastor. 

The Rev. John 
Calic.ott, for· 
mer pastor of 
Holy Anr;iels In 
Bronzevllle, 
was removed 
from ministry 
after allega· 
tlons lnvolvlng 
teen boys. 

... 
the handling of sex abuse cases attend mass at Holy Angels, Dwyer something happens to him, some, 
were written. said. body has to criticize it." »JJ.~· 

As they had when he was "That's appropriate," he said. Barbara Blaine, founder· 6fi.1:J1e 
removed from ministry in 1994, Rex Alexander, a lifelong friend acj.vocacy group SurVfv'oH 
many Holy Angels parishioners of Calicott and a consultant at Network for those Abus"ed ·by 
spoke out publicly in defense of Holy Angels School, said he sees Priests, said the fact that Calicott 
their pastor, asking Cardinal nothing wrong with the former pas- freely visits Holy Angels School 
Francis George to allow him to stay tor returning to visit his beloved shows a breakdown in church pol
as pastor. parish and the parishioners who icy and its monitoring of abusive 

"They keep inviting him back," love him. priests. 
Dwyer said. "There are still a lot of "The one thing missing in the "It's a major concern because of 
people there who want him to be African-American community is a the message that this gives to the 

.him must be removed permanently pastor but that's not going to· hap- male role model " Alexander said. children as well as to other child 
from ministry. The policies further pen." ' "And then we 'get a male role molesters out there," Blaine said. . 
say that accused priests may not Calicott does have permission to model. And every time we get one, Contributing: Shamus Toomey ~ · 

§~~~;,~~!~~;~;~~~::~-:r;,~::7t't. ~'ii;·"l~Fiiiii~J;~- . -·~'" 
teenage boys almost 30 years ago. 
Since his removal in the summer of 
2002, Calicott has been living in a 
"monitored setting" in a retreat 
house at Mundelein Seminary, 
where he must account for his 
whereabouts at all times, arch:· 
diocesan officials said. 

Calicott is appealing his removal 
from ministry to the Vatican. 

"As I interpret the guidelines, 
there is no real clear delineation 
because it says there is no active 
public mini~try," Miller said. "As I 
interpret ministry, [Calicott's I

. "He comes by at the invitation of 
the staff, principal and teachers to 
come by and say something to the 
kids," Miller said. "He has friends, 

~:c~~s ~:~il!a'y h~et~m~~ 'i;f;ffif,11!!'!''""""""""""""""····· .... ;;:•: 
school visits are) not 
active public ministry. He 
does not dress as a priest, 
he's not acting as a priest, 
he's not acting as a pas
tor. He's acting as a man 
who's well-loved in his 
community, who comes 
by. I mean, what is he 
expected to do? He'll sup
posed to sit and play tid
dlywinks all day long?" 

1 him, they say 'Father 
i John, come in. I want you 
j to sit nnd talk to the 
! kids, the kids need to 
j hear this. The pregnancy 
i rates are up, gang activi-

1
! ty, come on. Talk to the 

kids about what's impor
' tant·in life.' II 

1 On some of his visits, 
the 56-year-old Calicott, 
who could not be reached 
for comment, also talked 

Robert Miiier Cardinal Joseph 
Current pastor. Bernardin removed 

' to Holy Angels students about sex
ually transmitted diseases, drug 
use, gang violence, and other prob
lems facing their community, 
Miller said. 

"He's not supposed to be doing 
that," said Jim Dwyer, spokesman 
for the Chicago Archdiocese. "It's 
my understanding that he's never 
alone with minors. If be were, that 
would be a violation. . . . We're 
going to spend a lot of time [today] 

. trying to figure out what's going on 
t here." 
i The problem is, according to new 
I church policies passed by the U.S. 

t
i Conference of Catholic Bishops in 

June 2002, any priest with even a 
single credible allegation of sexual 
misconduct with children against 

Calicott from ministry at 
Holy Angels for the first 

time in 1994 after two men made 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
against the priest dating from 1976, 
when he was assigned to St. Ailbe 
parish. 

In a June 2002 interview with 
the Sun-Times, Calicott said he 
takes "full, complete and total 
re9ponsibility" for engaging in sex
ual misconduct with two teenage 
boys in 1976. 

After Holy Angels parishioners 
pleaded for bis return, Bernardin 
reassigned him to the parish in 
1995, saying he believed Calicott no 
longer posed a threat to children. 
Calicott remained as pastor of Holy 
Angels until last year, when new . 
national church "policies governing 

-:.. , ... ~ 

-. ~ 
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Accused priest lecturing kids about sex 

January 22, 2004 

BY CATHLEEN FALSANI AND ANA MENDIETA Staff Reporters 

Page I of2 

Officials of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago are investigating whether a Chicago priest who was removed from ministry because of 
allegations of sexual misconduct with teenage boys has violated church policy by returning to his former parish to talk to groups of Catholic 
school students about sex. 

On several occasions since his removal from ministry in 2002, the-Rev. John Calicott, former pastor of Holy Angels parish in the Bronzeville 
neighborhood, has returned to the parish at the request of his former parishioners to talk to children at Holy Angels School about sexuality, 
violence, drugs and other issues facing their students, said the Rev. Robert Miller, Holy Angels' current pastor. 

"He comes by at the invitation of the staff, principal and teachers to come by and say something to the kids," Miller said. "He has friends, he has 
family, he comes back, they say hello to him, they say, 'Father John, come in. I want you to sit and talk to the kids; the kids need to hear this. 
The pregnancy rates are up, gang activity, come on. Talk to the kids about what's important in life."' 

Calicott, 56, said teachers at Holy Angels had asked him to talk to students about sexuality and Catholic moral teaching, something he used to 
do regularly with the seventh-grade class when he was pastor. 

"I'm not going to run from the word 'sex,'" Calicott said. "If a child has a question about sex, I'm going to try to answer it within the context of 
Catholic sexual morality. I'm not going to run from that. · 

"I go to mass at Holy Angels Church. If a kid comes up and hugs me, I'm going to hug that kid," he said. "If I thought I was a risk to kids, I 
wouldn't be in ministry." 

\Mlile Calicott is never alone with the students on his visits to Holy Name, still "he's not supposed to be doing that," said Jim Dwyer, spokesman 
for the Chicago Archdiocese. "We're going to spend a lot of time [today] trying to figure out what's going on here." 

The problem is, according to new church policies passed by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in June 2002, any priest with even a single 
credible allegation of sexual misconduct with children against him must be removed permanently from ministry. 

The policies, crafted in response to the worst clergy sex abuse scandal in American history, further say that accused priests may not function as 
clergy, wear priestly garb, serve in any public ministry or celebrate mass publicly. 

Calicott is accused of engaging in sexual misconduct with two teenage boys almost 30 years ago. Since his removal in summer 2002, Calicott 
has been living in a "monitored setting" in a retreat house at Mundelein Seminary, archdiocesan officials said. 

Calicott, who has appealed his removal from ministry to the Vatican, does have permission to attend mass at Holy Angels, Dwyer said. 

"He does not dress as a priest, he's not acting as a priest, he's not acting as a pastor," Miller said of Calicott on his visits to Holy Angels School. 
"He's acting as a man who's well-loved in his community, who comes by. I mean, what is he expected to do? He's supposed to sit and play 
tiddlywinks all day long?" 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin removed Calicott from ministry at Holy Angels for the first time in 1994 after two men alleged that Calicott had 
engaged in inappropriate sexual contact with them in 1976, when he was a priest at St. Ailbe parish. In a June 2002 interview with the Chicago 
Sun-Times, Calicott said he takes "full, complete and total responsibility" for sexual misconduct with the two boys. 

After Holy Angels parishioners pleaded for his return, Bernardin reassigned Calicott to the parish in 1995, saying he believed the priest no longer 
posed a threat to children. Calicott remained as pastor of Holy Angels until last year, when the new national church policies governing the 
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handling of sex abuse cases were written. 

"Father John's life is back there," said Rex Alexander, former president of the parish school's advisory board. "That's where he was born and 
raised and his family is from. To come back and visit, I see nothing wrong with that. 

"The one thing missing in the African-American community is a male role model," Alexander said. "And then we get a male role model. And 
every time we get one, something happens to him, somebody has to criticize it." 

Barbara Blaine, founder of the advocacy group Survivors Network for those Abused by Priests, said the fact that Calicott freely visits Holy Angels 
School shows a breakdown in church policy and its monitoring of abusive priests. 

"Nothing proves how little has changed in the church more than this," Blaine said. "This proves that no one can be monitored 24 hours a day .... 
This shows the whole system is broken down, and that policies and paperwork are meaningless." 

Calicott's situation is "an anomaly," Dwyer said. "There are still a lot of people who want him to be pastor, but that's not going to happen." 

Contributing: Shamus Toomey 

Copyright© The Sun-Times Company 
All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Victin ts Seek Discipline of Chicago Pasto:~ 
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The Survivors Network of those 1~bused by Priests 

SNAP Press RE!leases 
Giving Voice to Victims 

Sex Abuse Victims Seek Disdpline of Chi cage Pastor 

SNAP Members Upset Because Perpetrator Teac'ies Sex Ed 

Group asks Cardinal George For Public Apology 

JANUARY 22, 2004 - Leaders of a support group for clergy sex abuse victims arf' demanding a 
public apology from Cudinal Francis George and the rem<•val of a popuhu pastor who invited a 
suspended abusive pri·;ist to teach sex. education and religicn to children. 

In an interview last night with WMAQ's Mary Ann Ahem, Father Robert Hiller, pastor of Holy 
Angels parish, admitted he invited a controversial, twice.accused priest to work at the parish s~hcoJ. 
"This dangerous move violates every promise Bishops macle to keep know1 or sw:pected child 
molesting clergy awar from kids," said Don Robinson of Chicago, a local 3NAP. eader. 

Miller allowed Father John Calicott to teach youngsters de:ipitc Calioott's Mm oval from ministry by 
two Cardinals: Cardinal Joseph Bernadin and Cardinal Francis George. 

"There is no exception in the so-called zero tolerance polic;t for abusive pri~sts w},o happen to be 
popular", Robinson said. It is just dangerous to have Calic<itt around childr m. Cadinal Goorgc 
should publicly conde;.1m this betrayal, apologize to Chicago-area Catholici and aho remove father 
Robert Miller as pasto:r. · 

Robinson pointed out ··:hat now, more than ever, it is crucial that anyone wl10 expet·ienced, witnes;ed 
or suspected abuse by Calicott to report it immediately to i:olice_ Clearly the curre:tt monitoring 
system established by the Archdiocese is not working. 

Contact information: 
Don Robinson (Local Chicago SNAP Leadgr) 847 219 6158 
Barbara Blaine (President of SNAP) 312 399 4747 
David Clohessy (Nati<•nal Director of SNAP) 314 566 9791) 

### 

AOC 011299 



Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCESE' CHICAGO 

IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY. AMEN. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oiicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Considering that on April 6, 1994, the Professional Fitness Review Board, now known as the Professional 
Responsibility Board, of the Archdiocese of Chicago in a First Stage Review had found that allegations of sexual 
misconduct with two minors against the Rev. John Calicott, the pastor of Holy Angels parish (Chicago), were of 
such believability that the Rev. John Calicott was immediately removed from ministry, and that Joseph Cardinal 
Bernardin, then Archbishop of Chicago, had accepted that finding and disposition; 

Considering that after further investigation, on March 18, 1995, the Professional Fitness Review Board in a Second 
Stage Review had found that the aforementioned allegations were credible and determined that it was not reasonable 
to return the Rev. John Calicott to ministry at that time, and that Cardinal Bernardin had accepted that 
detennination; 

Considering that the Professional Fitness Review Board conducted a series of Supplementary Reviews on May 16, 
1998, June 27, 1998 and September 18, 1999 which addressed the question of the Rev. John Calicott's continuation 
in ministry but did not dispute the credibility of the original allegations or the reasonableness of the earlier findings 
of the aforementioned Board; 

Given that on May 23, 2003 in accord with Canon 1717, I decreed the instruction of a canonical Preliminary 
Investigation of all the allegations of sexual abuse against minors which have been made against the Rev. John 
Calicott, given that on July 14, 2003 I accepted the findings of the Preliminary Investigation that the allegations did 
have the required semblance of truth, and given that the matter has been commended to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by US Nonn 6 and Article 13 of the Procedural Norms of Sacramentorum 
Sanctitatis Tutela; 

Given that also on May 23, 2003 in accord with Canon 49, I issued a precept which enjoined the Rev. John Calicott, 
among other things, not to exercise the rights of any ecclesiastical office and to observe the Individual Specific 
Protocol which in the practice of this Archdiocese secures his refraining from ministry until the canonical processes 
are completed; 

Given that once the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has been notified, the US Nonn 6 enjoins the 
Ordinary to apply the precautionary measures mentioned in Canon 1722, which are to exclude the accused from the 
sacred ministry, from ecclesiastical office and function, to impose or forbid residence in some place or territory, and 
to prohibit public participation in the Most Holy Eucharist in order to prevent scandals, to protect the freedom of 
witnesses and to guard the course of justice; 

Troubled by the credible reports that I have received concerning the continued presence of the Rev. John Calicott at 
Holy Angels parish at Eucharistic celebrations, in the rectory, in the parochial school and at other parish functions, 
and concerned about the credible reports that I have received about his presence at educational sites beyond Holy 
Angels parish; 

Gravely concerned about the disruption of the pastoral care of the parishioners of Holy Angels parish, about the 
scandal caused to the faithful of the Archdiocese of Chicago, about the diminishment of the credibility of the Church 
before the general population of this metropolitan area by the recent publicity of the continued presence of the Rev. 
John Calicott at Holy Angels parish, 

Heedful that the Rev. John Calicott had been admonished about his deportment which implies ministry, as well as 
about his questionable compliance with the Individual Specific Protocols, by my Vicar for Clergy, the Rev. James 
Kaczorowski, and by the Professional Responsibility Review Board Administrator, Ms. Leah McCluskey MSW, 
LCSW, and thus the Rev. John Calicott has been lawfully cited, 
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' 
Observing that I have consulted the Promoter of Justice, the Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic JCD in this matter; 

Having come to the detennination that it is ofa pressing necessity to prevent scandal, as well as for his own security, 
that the Rev. John Calicott not be physically present in Holy Angels parish or involve himself in any activity which 
might have any appearance of public ministry; 

Conscious that I have provided for the canonical maintenance and sustenance of the Rev. John Calicott at Koenig 
Hall of the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in Mundelein, Illinois in accord with Canons 281 and 1350; 

I, Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., by the grace of God and the Apostolic See Archbishop of Chicago, invoke 
Canon 1722 and 

do hereby forbid the Rev. John Calicott from being present in any way at any time on the property 
of Holy Angels parish in Chicago, from attending any Eucharist celebrated in Holy Angels 
Church, from ever going into the Holy Angels parochial school, from being physically within the 
canonical territorial boundaries of Holy Angels parish in Chicago and from being physically 
within any school, parochial or otherwise, primary or secondary, in the Archdiocese of Chicago, 
and I further forbid him from engaging in any behavior which might imply, suggest, infer, or 
simulate sacred ministry until the canonical processes directed by the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith are completed. 

This decree is effective immediately. I direct that this decree be communicated without delay to the Rev. John 
Calicott, to his Canonical Advocate and to his Civil Legal Counsel. 

£~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. .- ,,--
Archbishop of Chicago 

(seal) 

JANUARY 23, 2004 

·~ ~_., 
Jimmy M. L o 

Chancel 
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.!Accused 
_/ex-pastor 
'invited to 
·teach kids 
I 

J Priest considered 
. to be a role model 

.i By Geneive Abdo I{"-:\ 

... Tribune religion reporter UJ 

Popular support for a Chicago 
priest accused of sex abuse has 
posed a rare question for archdi
ocese officials as they struggle 
to regain public confidence af
ter a church-wide scandal: What 
happens when a parish invites 
the priest back into the commu
nity? 

The Catholic Archdiocese of 
Chicago is reviewing allega
tions that John Calicott, former 
pastor of Holy Angels Catholic 
Church, was ¢vited to give lec
tures to young students during 
social studies classes at the par
ish school over the last 16 

i months. 
Calicott, 56, who was removed 

from ministry in 2002, is banned 
·!from teaching, saying mass or 
• even wearing a collar, according 
to rules approved by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
that require priests who have 
committed abuse to be removed 
from ministry. The dismissal 
means they are banned from 
performing any duties of the 
priesthood. 

· · "If he has indeed been teach
. ing, then this is a violation of the 
i charter," Jim Dwyer, a spokes

·' man for the archdiocese, said 
Thursday, adding that the arch
diocese has begun a review of 
the matter but has not launched 
an investigation. 

un1ike niost priests. accused 
of sex abuse, Calicott is consid
ered a role model in the parish's 

. South Side community, which is 
i seemingly unfazed by 30-year
i old sex abuse . allegations 
i against him. 
! "He was invited to talk to the 
i students about different social 

problems that concern African
American youth," Rev. Robert 
Miller, the administrator at Ho
ly Angels, said Thursday, add
ing that Calicott was never 

1 alone with the students. 
1 "He didn't do it as the pastor. 
He doesn't wear his clerical 
clothes. This is just a man talk

'~ ing to black youth," he said . 
Miller said the parish is wait

f· ing for word from church offi
cials as to whether Calicott's 

1 lectures violated church regula-
. tions. · 

"There is nothing secretive 
about his presence in the 

'church community," Dwyer 
· said. "Obviously we are con-
• cerned with what the parish 
wants. Cardinal [Francis] 

• George understands the desires 
of parishioners, but we have to 

. comply with the charter." 
' After t:Wo men alleged that 
Calicott had abused them in 
1976, Cardinal Joseph Bernar
din removed him fromministry 
at Holy Angels in 1994. But after 
parishioners b~gged for his re
turn and 

indicated Calicott 
posed "no significant risk to 

. children," Bernardin reinstated 
him in 1995. 

After the bishops approved 
the new restrictions in 2002, 
George removed Calicott as pas
tor in June of that year. Calicott 
now lives in a residence where 
he is monitored, said Miller: 

Barbara Blaine, a leader in 
the advocacy group Survivors 
Network for those Abused by 
Priests, said Calicott should not 
be allowed to teach or have con
tact with the parish. 

"Most parishes want these 
priests there, but it is against 
the bishops' policy," Blaine said. 

1 "We believe they can find other 
' teachers beside child moles
ters." 

Priest investigated: 
Chicago Archdiocese officials 
are investigating whether a 
priest removed from ministry 
over allegations of sexual mis
conduct violated policy by 
talking to students at his former 
parish school about topics 
including sexually transmitted 
diseases. The Rev. John Calicott 
has several times since he was 
last removed from ministry in 
2002 returned to Holy Angels 
parish and talked to school chil
dren, the Rev. Robert Miller, 
pastor of the South Side church, 
according to a published report. 
Miller said that on some of his 
visits, Calicott, 56, has discussed 

" sexually trcinsmitted diseases, 
\ '""•' "'' "'""'"' '' .,.~"'""'~>· "'"'~w~,....,.,.,_,~--·•·•~""___,,....,._.. 

drug use and other issues. 
Under church policies, accused 
priests may not function as 
priests, dress as priests, cele- · ' 
brate Mass publicly or serve in 
any pu}?lic ministry. "It appears 
he's violated protocol," said Jim 
Dwyer, a spokesman for the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Chicago. Calicptt is appealing 
his removal. ~i;i.t"<, / / .Z.3 

" .. ·~ 

.~ .. 
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Priest ran afoul of policy on abusers, archdiocese says 
Accepting invitation 

to lecture parish kids 
on sex called violation 

'3r"l.AV:., i ll'7v --?J 

BY CATHLEEN FALSANI 
Religion Reporter 

The Rev. John Calicott. a Ro-
man Catholic priest who was re

i moved from ministry because of I sexual misconduct with minors, 
' clearly violated church policy by 

)> 
0 
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0 
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0 w 

. - __ ._ ___ -----...--·"'?.....-;---. --·----·----... -

returning to his former parish to 
talk to school children about sexu
ality, the chancellor of the Arch
diocese of Chicago said Thursday. 

"We believe teaching and in
volvement in the classroom is min
istry, and Father John, if he was in 
the classroom teaching, should not 
be involved in ministry," Chancel
lor Jimmy Lago said. "Clearly this 
was a violation of his protocol and 
of his instructions from Cardinal 
[Francis] George to withdraw from 
public ministry." 

Calicott, 56, has admitted to en-

gaging in sexual misconduct with 
two teenage boys in 1976. George re
moved him from ministry at Holy 
Angels parish 18 months ago. But at 
the request of his former parish
ioners and staff, Calicott has re
turned to Holy Angels School on 
several occasions to lecture students 
about sexuality, drugs, violence and 
other issues facing their community. 

Lago said Thursday that the 
archdiocese also recently learned 
that Calicott, who has lived in a 
"monitored setting" in a retreat 

Seminary since his removal in 2002, 
"spends some time at the parish 
every qay, or most days ... doing 
some of his own work in the parish." 

In 1994, Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin removed Calicott from 
ministry when the allegations of 
abuse were made, and sent the 
priest, who was by then pastor of 
Holy Angels parish in Chicago's 
Bronzeville neighborhood, for 

house on the campus of Mundelein After Holy Angels 
· ·-·__.,,,- parishioners pleaded 
· • · -· · 1 with Bernardin to return 
.' J Calicott to their pulpit, 

highly respected priests in Chicago 
- visiting the parish and address
ing school students. 

"As I interpret the [bishops'] 
guidelines, there is no real delin
eation because it says there is no 
active ministry," Miller said. "As I 
interpret ministry, [ Calicott's 
school visits are] not active public 
ministry." 

Miller has no business making 
such a judgment, Lago 
said. 

·! the late cardinal rein-
1 stated Calicott, saying he 

no longer believed the 
priest posed any threat 
to children. 

But in 2002, after the 
U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops adopted 

John Calicott 
Out of ministry 

"Clearly it's not up to 
the local administrator, 
Father Bob Miller, to de
cide what the interpreta
tion of the [policy] is, 
what the elements of [Cal
icott's] protocol are, nor 
what the interpretations 
of Father Calicott's situa
tion are," Lago said. "That 
is not something that's up 
to local interpretation." 

new policies governing the handling 
of cases of clergy sexual abuse of 
children in response to the worst 
clergy sex abuse scandal in American 
history, Cardinal George once again 
removed Calicott from ministry. 

The new policies, adopted by 
the bishops in June 2002, mandate 
that any priest who has had even 
one credible allegation of sexual 
miscor.duct with children brought 
against him be removed perma
nently from public ministry. Such 
priests are prohibited from wear
ing clerical garb, presenting them
selves as priests, celebrating ma_ss 
publicly or engaging in any kind of 
public ministry. 

The Rev. Robert Miller, admin
istrator of Holy Angels since Cali
cott's removal, has said he fully 
supports Calicott - whom he calls 
a role model and one of the most 

George, who was travel
ing back to Chicago from Washing
ton, D.C., and was not available for 
comment, intends to speak to Cali
cott in the next few days, Lago said. 

"[The cardinal] agrees that it is 
a violation," Lago said. "There are 

. boundaries . . . that have been 
crossed here and we need to cor
rect those." 

Don Robinson, a spokesman for 
the Chicago chapter o(the supp0rt 
group Survivors Network for those 
Abused by Priests, said, "There is 
no exception in the so-called zero
tolerance policy for abusive priests 
who happen to be popular. 

"It is just dangerous to have Cal
icott around children," Robinson 
said. "Cardinal George should pub
licly condemn this betrayal, apolo
gize to Chicago area Catholics, and 
also remove Father Robert Miller 
as pastor." 
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Archdiocese head says removed priest violated policy 

Friday January 23, 2004 

CHICAGO (AP) A priest removed from his ministry over allegations of sexual 
misconduct violated policy by talking to students at his former parish school, 
the chancellor of the Archdiocese of Chicago said. 

The Rev. Johri Calicott acted against instructions from the archdiocese to 
withdraw from the public ministry when he gave lectures to students about 
topics including sexually transmitted diseases at the Holy Angels parish, 
Chancellor Jimmy Lago said Thursday. 

"We believe teaching and involvement in the classroom is ministry, and Father 
John, if he was in the classroom teaching, should not be involved in ministry," 
Lago said. "Clearly, this was a violation of his protocol and of his instructions 
from Cardinal (Francis) George to withdraw from the public ministry." 

Calicott, 56, has over the past 16 months returned to Holy Angels parish and 
talked to school children, said the Rev. Robert Miller, pastor of the South Side 
church. 

"He was invited to talk to the students about different social problems that 
concern African-American youth," Miller said. "He didn't do it as a pastor. He 
doesn't wear his clerical clothes. This is just a man talking to black youth." 

Under church policies, accused priests may not function as priests, dress as 
priests, celebrate Mass publicly or serve in any public ministry, church officials 
said. 

Calicott, who lives in a monitored setting on the grounds of a seminary in 
suburban Chicago, could not be reached for comment Friday morning. A 
message left at the retreat house at the Mundelein Seminary by The 
Associated Press was not immediately returned. 

Calicott was first removed from ministry in the 1990s during the tenure of the 
late Cardinal Joseph Bernardin after allegations of past sexual misconduct with 
two teenage boys. Bernardin subsequently reinstated him about 18 months 
later because -found Calicott posed "no significant 
risk to children~ 

In_ 2002, Calicott was one of five priests barred by the archdiocese from 
pastoral duties as part of the archdiocese's effort to conform to new national 
church policies regarding accused priests. 

Calicott is appealing his removal. 

ll.nnvrinht 2004 hv The Associated Press. All Riahts ResP.r\ff:irl_ I 
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·11moued :Priest C1_n·1 { 
I 

1•.J!!tk to his tl,dL pa,ri1h 
i BY SHAMUS TOOMEY Calicb!t, 56, was lllitihlly re-• j Staff Reporter I/ iJ moved as pastor of Holy Angels 

l-1 by--Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Cardinal Francis George ,on when the alle ations suifaced in 

Friday barred the Rev:,:Jolm .pal- 1994 . 

1 

. 'icott from further visitS tci Holy 
• Ang~ls parish iri Bronzeville af

·L•.1:•'~-~· .... m,;._ .• ,,,,, •.•• i.\1 ter ruling the priest violated Aft~r parishioners pleaded l;'ft~>~.\;<'·"" 

- ~ -f 

,,:.; ... _', ,,.;-

church rules concerning priests 
accused of sexual misconduct. 

The cardinal's move comes two 
days after it was disclosed that 
Calicott, who has admitted to sex
ual misconduct with two teenage 

. boys in 1976, had returned to his 
· ·former parish to talk to school 

children about sexuality. 
"Fa:t)ler John Cal,icgtt:s recent 

activities af Holy Angels Parish 
and School are in Yiolation of the 
archdiocesan monitoring proto
col' which· .supports >the Charter 
fo~ the P~otection of Y oupg Peo
pl~ -~dopted by the U.S. Bishops 
Corif erence," George said in a 
statement. 
· "I· ha~e.:issued a canonical de
cree, effective imill~c{i'litely, to 
clarify the requif~fuents :of ·the 
protocol,~' . Geo,i:g~:'::;s'aid: "Father. 
Calicott caajiot. ~-e~"ch ip or.visit 
any •school and must-a:bsehthim:.. 
self from Holy\Angel~;Pansh un:.. 

, .til.,his c.ase is ftilly.adjudic~ted." 
l .. Archdi<;>:ce.se BRok~sman Jim 
· Dwy_er s~d:the decr:~e· goes 'f.ur
·.tber .than just .blocking Calicott 
from returrlirig to a:;Classrpom. . .. 
. . "The statement means;he can't 
go to .mass·~liele'.-Mther/' he said. 

.. · 

with Bernardin to return Calicott 
·to their pulpit, the late cardinal 
reinstated him .. ·But in 2002, after 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops adopt°Eid new polides 
governing the handling of cases 
of clergy sexual abuse of chil-
dren, George again removed him 
from ministry .. ·· . 
· T:g_!i! R_e:v. J~:s>hert M-!J.ler, ad
ministrator .of ffoly A;ri'gels. since 
Calicott's . iem~val, }i~s 'said he 
fully ;~tipppi;t~ •cru~cott',S '.r~cent 
visits :to::tJie;;parish. On· 1Friday 
night, Millet said he }).ad' spoken 
to George in recent days but had 
not been formally notified of his 
decision. · 
. 't'.At such time as we.dci receive 

. it;. ~e~ll respond,'~ Mi]le1<said: 
$iz!ce~•P,is. ri~ova:1 ;fro:th ~~oly 

Angels 18: months· ago,· Calicott 
hW?, been living in a ~monitored 
setting" at a ·M~delein 'semi
nary, where he is suppos~chto ac
coun:t for his comings an,d 'goings. 

"He wasn!t being strrug}it with 
the monitor;'1 · D':'17Yer. ·sa"id.. "We 
knew }le was :visitipg the parish; 

·he!'.i_ifast v{asn'f'.'si,ippose!f ·,to be 
arqtin,d ~hUdreri:" ·· · · · 

C~ntnliutfuW.·Cathleeri Falsani 
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Ousted priest barred from his old parish 

January 25, 2004 

BY SHAMUS TOOMEY Staff Reporter 

Cardinal Francis George on Friday barred the Rev. John Calicott from further visits to Holy Angels parish in Bronzeville after ruling the priest 
violated church rules concerning priests accused of sexual misconduct. 

George's move comes two days after it was disclosed that Calicott, who has admitted to sexual misconduct with two teenage boys in 1976, had 
returned to his former parish to talk to students about sexuality. 

"Father John Calicott's recent activities at Holy Angels Parish and School are in violation of the archdiocesan monitoring protocol which supports 
the Charter for the Protection of Young People adopted by the U.S. Bishops Conference," George said in a statement. 

"I have issued a canonical decree, effective immediately, to clarify the requirements of the protocol. Father Calicott cannot teach in or visit any 
school and must absent himself from Holy Angels Parish until his case is fully adjudicated." 

Calicott, 56, was first removed as pastor of Holy Angels by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin when the allegations surfaced in 1994. After parishioners 
pleaded with Bernardin to return Calicott to their pulpit, the late cardinal reinstated him. But in 2002, after the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops adopted new policies on clergy sexual abuse of children, George again removed him . 

Contributing: Cathleen Falsani 

Copyright© The Sun-Times Company 
All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten. or redistributed. 
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\PrieSt balks at George's order 
\cleric _told to steer clear of church Archdiocese .finds adman. 
; By Manya A. Brach~ar I Tribune staff reporter I/'}/) 
. ---

A popular priest who was re· 
moved from public ministry 
I over allega lions of abuse sa~d 
Saturday that he may remam 
active in his South Side parish 
despite an order from Cardi· 
nal Francis George to stay 
away until the Vatican decides 
his appeal. 

Rev. John Calicott, 56, said 
he does not wear a collar and 
has not said mass since his re· 
moval from ministry in 2002 

·because of misconduct that al· 
Jegedly occurred 28 years ago. 

But he has mentored young 

men who plan to go to college 
or become Eagle Scouts. He al· 
so has addressed 7th graders 
at Holy Angels Catholic 
School on the morality of hu· 
man sexuality and other fop· 
ics. And although he is re· 
quired to live at a monitored 
facility in Mundelein, he said 
Saturday that he spends three 
to four nights a week at the Ho· 
Iy Angels church rectory in 
Bronzeville. 

to help improve its image 
By Geneive Abdo 
~religion reporter / /t,. ) 

Ferdia Doherty's advertis· 
ing clients include a posh Ital
ian hair salon and spa, a na· 
tional brewery, and a social 
network for Irish singles. 

fer eternal salvation." 
"I thought I'd give it a try. I 

thought I'd give something 
back to the church," said Do· 
herty, whose first name in 
Gaelic means "man of God." 

Parish administrator Rev. 
Robert Miller said Calicott is 
still considered the pastor of 
Holy Angels, 607 E. Oakwood 

PLEASE SEE PRIEST, PAGE 5 

Tribune file photo 

Rev. John Calicott, who led 
Holy Angels Catholic Church, 
shown in 2002, is appealing 
his removal from public min· 
istry over abuse allegations. 

So when he saw a notice in a 
trade magazine that the Cath· 
olic Archdiocese of Chicago 
·was seeking an agency willing 
to donate work to help im· 
prove its image, he was tempt· 
ed to turn the page. But then 
he read the line print: "We of· 

On Monday, Doherty will be
gin distributing a four-page 
booklet to priests in the Chica· 
go archdiocese in hopes of in· 
spiring them to inspire their 
parishioners to give money to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal, a 
charity campaign. 

PLEASE SEE CATHOLIC, PAGE 5 

PRIEST: 

Parishioners 
, still await 
1Vatican ruling· 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

: Blvd. Calicott said that he is in· 
. nocent of the abuse allegations 
'andthat•••••••• 
- proved he was not a risk to 
children. He has appealed to the 
Vatican to be reinstated. 

"You have rights under the 
code of canon law," Calicott said 
during an interview Saturday at 
the rectory. "I've honestly tried 
to discern what is public minis
try: I've got to stand before Jesus 
one day too." 

The cardinal issued a decree 
Friday after he learned that Cal-

; icott had appeared before the 
parish school class. Calicott 
said he was invited there by 
teachers who were unable to an
swer all the students' inquiries. 

"Kids had questions they 
needed a black man to answer," 
said Calicott, who grew up in 
the neighborhood. "Given what 
AIDS and teen pregnancy are 
doing to my community, I'm not 
going to apologize for that." · 

In a statement, George said 
that Calicott's activities violat
ed rules adopted by the U.S. Con
ference of Catholics Bishops in 
June 2002. According to the de· 
cree, effective immediately, Cal· 
icott cannot teach in or visit any 
school and must "absent him· 

· self from Holy Angels Parish un
til his case is fully adjudicated," 

the statement said. 
Calicott said he would contin· 

ue his 2ctivities until he re
ceives the order in writing, at 
which time he will explore his 
options with a canonical advo-
cate. · 

He does not believe the 
church has a right to ban him 
from a house of worship. 

"I'm going to continue to 1msh 
the archdiocese's buttons on hu· 
man rights," Calicott said. He 
plans to attend mass Sunday, he 
said . 

Before the decree, Calicott 
had been permi~ted to attend 
mass at Holy Angels as a parish
ioner. He also is required to be in 
the presence of an archdiocesan 
monitor. Miller has been that 
monitor since 1995. 

Every month, Miller said, he 
prepares a formal report on Cal
icott's activities and submits 
them to a review board. 

"This man's life is an open 
book," he said. "I would have re
ported anything out of the ordi· 
narv." 

c:ilicott continues to be a role 
model for the community, Miller 
said. "We're in a massive de· 
pression because [Calicott) has 
been removed for 16 months and 
[there's] no progress in Rome," 
he said, referring to the appeal. 

Parishioners say their priest 
is a victim of double jeopardy. 
After two men alleged that Cali
cott had abused them in 1976, 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin re
moved him from ministry at Ho· 
ly Angels in 1994. 

But after•••••• 
-concluded that Calicott 
posed "no significant risk to 
children," Bernardin reinstated 
him in 1995. 

Leroy Gill Jr., 46, a member of 

the church for 18 years, said the 
congregation understood when 
Calicott was removed from min· 
istry the first time. 

"You do want a process that's 
good for everybody," Gill said. 

But the second removal seems 
unjust, he said. 

Gill recalled the first time he 
saw Calicott raise his hands in 
praise from pews at the rear of 
the sanctuary and receive com
munion from a Eucharistic 
minister with the congregation 
after he was rernoved in June 
2002. 

"Here we have our spiritual 
leader being stripped of his min
istry, which ishislife,"Gillsaid. 
"Here a layperson is giving him 
the body of Jesus Christ. I cried 
the first time I saw it happen." 

Barbara Blaine, founder of 
the Chicago-based Survivors 
Network for those Abused by 
Priests, said that in addition to 
Calicott, Miller should also be 
removed from ministry. 

"Even if another child had 
been molested, no other child 
was going to feel safe coming 
forward in the environment at 
Holy Angels, which was that Fa· 
ther Calicott had done no 
wrong," Blaine said. "If some· 
one like him can be found 
around kids, what about the 
quiet ones, what about the un
known ones?" 

Gill said he is proud of both 
pastors, especially Calicott. 

"That man is not sitting hack 
at Mundelein eating breakfast, 
lunch and dinner-he's still 
moving forward," Gill said. 
"He's still on the battlefield. 
That tells a lot about the man." 

Tribune staff reporter Hal Dar· 
dick contributed to this report. 

AOC 011-307 



1Trollb1edpriest hospit3lized 
I Holy Angels rallies to support stricken clergyman Rev. John Cali-

cott was re· 
moved from 
ministry at 
Holy Angels in 
2002 after U.S. 
bishops draft· 
ed new rules 
on sex abuse. 

to him, he's very torn emo
tionally about what's going 
on. It's been a very, very chal
lenging week for him." By H. Gregory Meyer tations after he attended the dergo tests and observatfon 

Tribune staff reporter ( ( 'l<.,. Saturday funeral of a member through Monday, church offi
of Holy Angels Catholic cials said. 

A beleaguered . Catholic Church, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd. Saturday ended a week of 
priest spent Sunday in a hos- Calicott was removed from tumult in which Cardinal 
pita! instead of the Bronze- ministry at Holy Angels Par- Francis George ordered that 
ville church he is banished ish in 2002 after U.S. bishops Calicott "must absent him
from, but the change of plans drafted new rules on sex self' from the church he once the cardinal's order arrived 
only emboldened more than abuse. led after reports surfaced that in writing, including attend-

Calicott was mentioned sev· 
era! times at the mass he 
missed. In a prayer, a woman 
described what she called 
"this modern-day crucifixion 
on Father John." In Calicott's 
absence, Miller laid his hand 
on the sash across Deacon 
Dexter Watson's shoulder and 
said, "I want to pray for him 
by proxy." 

100 parishioners to use a mid- Rev. Robert Miller, parish he was giving lectures to ing mass Sunday. 
day mass to rally on his be- administrator, said Calicott Catholic schoolchildren. "It's been an enormously 
half. was in stable condition in In an interview Saturday, stressful week," Miller said 

Rev. John Calicott, 56, was Mercy Hospital and Medical Calicott said he planned to outside the church Sunday. 
hospitalized with heart pal pi- Center. He was expected to un- stay activiiij~;;&~rsh until "With all the stuff happening PLEASE SEE PRIEST, PAGE s 
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I PRIEST: 
, Parishioners 
say allegations 
'unfounded' 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Roughly 150 parishioners 
reached with open hands to
ward the deacon. A woman wept 
in a pew. 

"We are about truth here, 
Lord, and the truth will prevail 
in the end. The truth will set us 
free," Miller said. 

Calicott had been removed 
from his post at Holy Angels 
once before, in 1994. When then
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
reinstated him in 1995, he made 
an exception for the popular 
clergyman, saying Calicott 
posed no "sig11jifii1icianiiit iriiisiikiitoil 
children" if he -At the time, Calicott publicly 
acknowledged sexual miscon
duct with two minors who, ac
cording to the Catholic Archdi
ocese of Chicago, were 15 years 
old when the incident occurred 
in 1976. 

James Dwyer, an archdiocese 
spokesman, said Calicott 
signed a covenant in 1995 admit
ting to misconduct. 

A written statement that ush
ers passed to parishioners Sun
day said that although Holy An
gels members "have the great
est empathy and compassion 
for true victims of clerical sex
ual abuse," they "wholeheart
edly believe in the innocence of 
Father Calicott of the now-repu
diated allegations brought 
against him." 

"The tidal wave is sweeping 

Tribune photo by Jes~ Mor~ 
Rev. Robert Miller, parish administrator at Holy Angels Catholic 
Church, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd., says of Rev. John Calicott: "It's 
been a very, very challenging week for him." 

'1'he tidal vave is 
sweeping up some 
innocent people in its 
path.' 
-Rev. Robert Miller 

up some innocent people in its 
path," Miller preached. 

Interviewed before and after 
the mass, a number of parish
ioners questioned the allega
tions and said one of Calicott's 
accusers later recanted his 
statements. 

"He's clean and always has 
been," said Anita Beard, 66, a 
Hyde Park resident. She said 
she would be happy to let her 9-
year-old grandson be taught by 
Calicott. "He has never been 

anything but a good priest. The 
allegations are unfounded." 

"My children have been lefi 
alone with Father John before. I 
trust him," said Denise Tho
mas, another longtime parish· 
ioner. 

Dozens of parishioners and 
most of the green-robed choir 
wore buttons that read "JUS· 
TICE for Father John." 

About 35 members of the 
church's African-American 
Men's Coalition attended a 
mass Sunday in Holy Name Ca· 
thedral, where they handed out 
fliers reading "Double Jeopar
dy Is Wrong!" and "Zero Toler
ance Is Not The Best Solution!" 

Dwyer said George is simply 
following sex-abuse rules 
adopted by the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops in 2002. 

"It is church law," he said. 
"There arc no exceptions." 

AOC 011308 
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Embattled Priest Tai\en To Hospital 

Rev. John Calicott 

Monday, January 26, 2004, 7:33 a.m. 

By Steve Miller 
WBBM Newsradio 780 

(Chicago)-- The Chicago priest at the heart of a fresh 
controversy over alleged sexual misconduct was rushed 
to a hospital over the weekend. 

Father John Calicott toldWBBM Newsradio 780he 
thought it may have been heart problems that sent him to the 
hospital. 

Calicott's story goes back to the.1970s and allegations of 
sexual misconduct. What Calicott told WBBM a year and a half 
ago was "It is something which should not have happened, that 
I have done." 

Calicott was on leave, then was reinstated. And 
in the wave of widespread allegations against priests last year, 
he was removed from ministry at Holy Angels. 

Now he's appealing. But he's also been mentoring young 
people at Holy Angels. 

Cardinal Francis George has ordered him to stay away from 
Holy Angels. Calicott was vowing to go to mass there yesterday 
anyway - until he was rushed to the hospital on Saturday 
evening. 

It was Sunday morning when the Cardinal says he learned 
about Calicott. 

"Certainly he's under a lot of strain. I think the best thing to do, 
however, is to go with the process, which we hope will result in 
a just finding." 

WBBM talked to Calicott yesterday, and he said he does not 
agree with the Cardinal's order for him to stay away from his 
parish. 

Page 1 of2 

~~ ... 

1 it..:: iacl::.~ 

AOC 011309 



---- '~·---#- ,...- ·-··----·---------- ---·------ --------------·----------- --- --·------~--· ·-·· -- -·· 

Parishioners rally behind priest 
ousted over sex abuse claims· 

Calicott, in hospital, denies 
ever admitting allegations 

~ J.A.L:.:;, I ( ·jAp, 
BY MAUREEN O'DONNELL AND CURTIS LAWRENCE 

Staff Reporters 

2002 because of sexual misconduct allega
tions. But Calicott violated church policy, 
the archdiocese said Thursd.ay, by returning 
to Holy Angels School to lecture studentsl:: ........ 
on sex and other topics. : 

Calicott was first removed from ministry· 

Holy Angels parishioners rallied Sunday 
behind a priest removed from ministry be
cause. of sexual misconduct allegations, 
blaming his on-again, off-again status on 
disgruntled critics, troubled accusers and 
double jeopardy. 

by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin in 1994, when .:J.( 
two men accused him of engaging in sexual ;,;;':.., 
misconduct nearly 20 years earlier. ::· __ 

.... 
_ .. ,..;~, .... 

The priest, the Rev: John Calicott, was in 
. Mercy Hospital on Stinday. He said he had 
suffered chest discomfort that may have 
been caused by stress - and said he has 
never acknowledged sexual misconduct with 
minors, contrary to statements from the Ro
man Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago. 

i Calicott, 56, wouldri't say Sunday 
whether he intends to continue playing a 
role at the parish at 607 E. Oakwood. 

"I can't say anything until I see the docu
mentation from the bishop, and I've got to 
deal with canon laws and things like that," 
he said from his hospital room. 

Some parishioners wore "Justice for Fa
ther John" buttons at Sunday mass. 

"He is our spiritual leader," said. LeRoy 
Gill, 46, who is studying to be a deacon. 

"This is double jeopardy," church mem
ber Jackson Lucas said of the latest dispute. 

Cardinal Francis George removed Cali
cott, the church pastor, from ministry in 

and 
the archdiocese said Calicott had "acknowl-· 
edged sexual misconduct with minors." 

At the urging of church members, 
Bernardin allowed him to return to Holy 
Angels in 1995, saying •••••••• 
showed he was not a danger to children. But 
Calicott was removed from ministry again 
in 2002, this time by George, after the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops forged new 
policies to protect children from sexual 
predators among the clergy. 

Calicott is appealing his removal and said 
Sunday he has never admitted to sexual mis
conduct. "I have never done that," he said. 
"That was a statement that was read that I 
neither acknowledged or condoned." 

But archdiocesan spokesman Jim Dwyer 
said Sunday Calicott had made such an ad
mission. George intends to follow the latest 
church policies regarding sexual abuse of 
children "without exception," Dwyer said. 

Calicott said he checked into Mercy Hos
pital on Saturday because of "pressure on 
my chest and lightheadedness .... I'm sure 
stress is a part of it." 

AOC 011310 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

ARCHDIOCJESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

MEMO 

Rev. Robert Miller 

Fr. Jim Kaczorowski 

January 27, 2004 

Rev. John Calicott 

Attached is the decree regarding John Calicott. The original document is at his residence, 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. Please share with John that I spoke with Father Vann, his 
advocate. He has asked that John please stay away from Holy Angels Parish until he 
talks with him. 

Know that you and John are in my prayers. Please contact me at 312-642-183 7. Thank 
you. 

AOC 011311 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO COPY 
Office of Professional Responsibility 

January 27, 2004 

Rev. John Calicott 
Post Office Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 

Dear Father Calicott, 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

I hope all is well and I regret that we were unable to meet yesterday when Rev. James T. 
Kaczorowski and I were at the retreat house. 

As you may know, Fr. Kaczorowski and I met with several of the men yesterday who are 
to be adhering to the monitoring protocols. In the absence of a face to face meeting 
yesterday, I asked your on-site monitor, Rev. Anthony Talarico to ensure that you 
received an envelope with copies of the current Individual Specific Monitoring Protocols, 
a Daily Log form, as well as a Travel/Vacation Agreement form. These forms have been 
adjusted with the assistance of Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Promoter of Justice as a result of 
the feedback that many of you have provided to me in the past. 

I ask that you review the aforementioned forms with your canonical advocate, Rev. 
Kevin Vann, as copies ofthis letter and the forms have been forwarded to Fr. Vann's 
attention. Cardinal George has agreed with the Review Board's recommendation that 
you review and sign the Individual Specific Protocol and return it to me no later than 
March 31, 2004. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. Fr. James 
Kaczorowski may also be reached at [312] 642-1837. 

Sincerjajy, 
/) :J 

-·······l·.'/1 1/ //1 {• . / \: ' 
'J 1: ---1i:.1i :1 ,. ' / 1.,. ~ . l-Dc?vt/~f ii V..,{1 lV0 lJv ,~_/. ~ 

Leah McCluskey / 
Professional Responsibility Adm~istrator 

\. ! 
'-~--··',., 

Endostttes 

Cc: Rev. Kevin Vann, Canonical Advocate 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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J.~N ~ @ 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

28 January 2004 

Mr. James Dwyer 
Office of Communications 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Winois 60690 

Mr. Dwyer: 

( p y 

I am highly suspicious of anything that I read in the press these days, so I must 
acknowledge that I am not sure if you are being quoted correctly. However, if you are, I 
should like to note: 

1. I have never acknowledged nor admitted that I engaged in sexual misconduct of 
any nature. The 1995 statement you are so often quoted as referring to was neither 
crafted by me nor approved by me. And it would not have been approved by me. 
It was read to the parish because of an unfortunate communication error. Once the 
statement was out there it was deemed, at the time, to have been far easier to leave 
it out there than to attempt to retract it. (So much for listening to the wisdom of 
the so called legal and professional experts in such matters). 

2. As you are neither God nor the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith or my 
Cardinal Archbishop I do not understand how you can make such inflammatory 
statements as "There are still a lot of people there who want him to be pastor, but 
that's not going to happen." It is my understanding that such a determination has 
not yet been made by those most responsible for such a decision. And your 
suggestion that they have made such a decision is a disservice to them and to 
those who continue to hope and pray for my return as pastor. 

3. While it may be true that the Dallas Norms are law, they are particular law with 
some very substantial murkiness relative to the universal law of the church. canon 
law. 

c0d cl6 
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Dwyer, p.2, 28 January 2004 

Again, I realize that you may not have been quoted correctly or quoted out of context by 
a press peculiarly prone to such editorializing. If so, I apologize for the brusque tone of 
my letter_ However, if the quotes are correct and you are a man of honor, you owe the 
parishioners of Holy Angels Church a public apology for such unfounded and misleading 
statements. 

c: Francis Cardinal George 
Bishop Joseph Perry 
Reverend James Kaczorowski 
Reverend Robert Miller 

£0d C:l6 s1s3r~d ~o ~~JI~ ££6vcv9c1£ 
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··························· ........................................................................................................................... . ............... 9 .......... . 

From: 
To: ....... 
Date: 1/28/04 8:56AM 
Subject: Re: 

Dear-. 

I appreciate you contacting our office and sharing your strong feelings about the article and priest you 
referred to in your e-mail. 

I assure you that Cardinal George has his own grave concerns and is very aware of the concerns of the 
parishioners and extended public about this matter. 

Your message will be heard--thank you again for your e-mail. 

Peace, 

Leah 

LEiah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: 312.751.5205 
Fax: 312.751.5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

>>> ......... <•••••••I> 01/22/04 09:36PM »> 
I was very upset when I read the article about a priest who was accused of 'sexual misconduct', a polite 
term for a child molester, rapist and/or adult molester, back teaching at the church. He was rightfully 
removed from teaching, but took his own will back. Even if he was invited, by some sick individual or 
individuals, he should have declined the offer. He took his own will back by returning after he was told 
not to teach anymore. In my opinion he is not a priest, because he did not model himself after Jesus 
Ctirist. Jesus would never had molested anyone nor did he take his will back. This was a temptation that 
was put in front of him by the devil himself. I am not saying I have never been tempted, but I do know 
when I am that prayer, communion and confession are the tools to use. I pray that he does not molest 
anyone else why he is doing his will. Thank you for reading my letter. God bless. 
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Wednesday, January 28, 2004, 4:23 p.m. 

By Steve Miller 
WBBM Newsradio 780 

(Chicago) -- The Chicago priest ordered to stay away from his 
parish by Cardinal Francis George tellsWBBM Newsradio 780 
he thinks the Cardinal's action is illegal in church law. 

To bring you up to date: Father John Calicott is out of the 
hospital, where he was treated for a racing heart rate. 

Father Calicott believes stress may have been part of the 
problem. 

Calicott was removed from public ministry almost two years 
ago because of sexual misconduct allegations from the '70s. 

What Calicott told WBBM last year was this: "It is something 
which should not have happened, that I have done," he said. 

Calicott says his record since then has been clean. 

Although he was removed from public ministry as part of the 
church's zero-tolerance policy, he has been doing some 
mentoring of young people at his parish, Holy Angels. He says 
his absence would leave them without a male role model. 

Cardinal Francis George has ordered Calicott to stay away 
from Holy Angels while Calicott's appeal is pending in Rome. 

But Father Calicott tells WBBM he'll fight the Cardinal's order. 

"Personally, I really believe his decree is illegal in the context of 
canon law. And I really intend to challenge him on that." 

Calicott says he has 1 O days to file an appeal to the Cardinal. 
He says he will stay away from Holy Angels. 

He also says he's asked friends who are lawyers to look into 
what the civil courts have done in the past on issues like his. 
Not to sue the church, he says, but to add fuel to his canonical 
case. 

Chicago Roman Catholic Archdiocese spokesman Jim Dwyer 
says, "the Cardinal feels the order is appropriate and he stands 
by it. The canonical process will run its course and we'll see 
what happens." 

Page 1 or L 
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:·Cardinal asks Vatican 
1
to speed priest's appeal 

: By James Janega 
; T~e staff reporter ( ( l-/ 

Cardinal Francis George has 

sexual abuse. 
Calicott has ·said he never ad· 

mitted to the. charges, which 
were brou hf in 1994. After 

asked the Vatican to speed the 
appeal of a South Side pastor re- Calicott was reinstated by i 

.. ,.: .. ,. -

moved fromministryfor charg- then~Cardinal Joseph Bernar- l. · 
es of abuse,.a spokesman for the din Jn 1995; He was removed .by ''. · ' 
carcti:hal.said Wednesday. George in 2002 but has appealed . · • · ..... 

Meanwhile, the suspended his case to Rome. . t. 
. pi;.est, ReV. John Calicott, said "Thetre doing what they can , 

he would. spend the coming to expedite procedures," arch-
. weeks with out-of-town· rela- diocesanspokesmanJimDwyer 
. tives after at first challenging said. . . . 

last week's order from George Calicott is still com~alescing .· 
; that he "absent .himself' from after having heart palpitations 

Holy Angels, his.former parish, while attending a funeral on 
as his case moved forward. Saturday. . · . 

Calicott's case has become a . The clay !Jefore, George . or- , 
·. sticking point within the Catho- dered Calicott to remove hi.hi~ · 

lie Archdiocese of Chicago and self from Holy Angels after it · 
at Holy Angels. Though parish- was discovered he had been ad
ioners have rallied around him, dressing students at the parh;h. 
rules set in 2002 by U.S; bishops school on yqrith issues ijlat iri: · 

I in Dallas require the removal of eluded. sexuality. ' 
priests found to have committed . Calkott also revealed last 1 

-·~~~·-· ---·...,...---...,,-·,,~,,,-:-----,·~~ . week that he had:been $pendip.g ' 
as much aS three nights a week, ;.; . 
at~eHoly Aiigeiirectory, map-. 
parent.defiance of an earlier or-_::. 
der to r.eside at a s_emmacy in 
Mundelein. ·. 

"'He agreed to it," I)wyersaid, 
CaliCottsaidhe thought sp~nd.~ 
ingjJart Qfthe Week atlio~y:An.-· 
gelS "was walking'sonie mitldle · 
ground." .. , - · ·· . --

Uni:lerthe Dallas:charter,:cal-
, icott also was supposed to re

frain from mmis~- which, as; 
Dwyer said', is defined as '~jil.s~ 
about anyth.4ig. And obviouslY.s 
counseling stud~nts." 

. ~ ,., . 

~J 
i 
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From: 

Fax Number: 

FAX 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE 

645 N. Michigan, Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Date: I - 3 o - Q '-( 

Number of pages including cover sheet: ~ 

MESSAGE: 

!PillEC1E~VrED 

JAN ~ @ 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

~URGENT ~FOR YOUR REVIEW ~REPLY ASAP _COMMENT 

S1S3I~d ~D ~~JI~ ££6vcv9c1£ 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01130/2004 

I""" Page 213 

~ 
I 

F. Vicar for Priests Agenda: January 30, 2004 11:00 a.m. 

G. 

I. Priests: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7. 

II. 

John CaJicott '74: John is now living in Mundelein at the Seminary. He will appeal his 
case to return to Holy Angels. 

4 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/31/2004 

F. Vicar for Priests Agenda: January 30, 2004 11:00 a.m. 

I. Priests: 

1. John Calicott '74 

G 

H 

3 
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Troubled 
priest lands 

.;in spotlight 
I Case illustrates church's challenges 
j By James Janega among advocates for priests' 
j Tribune staff reporter 2 ( 1 

rights and for victims' rights, 
\ -· "' as well as the U.S. Catholic 
i As the disgraced leader of a Church's apparatus for ad-

l
. South Side Catholic parish left dressing sexual abuse. 

town recovering from a heart Few cases illustrate certain 
condition and a public row challenges faced by the Catho-

1 with Cardinal Francis lie Church as much as Cali
: George, national church cott's. 
l abuse investigators said they Removed and reinstated un-

i
t would look into the priest's ap- der one set of rules in the 
. parentdefianceofGeorgeover mid-1990s, he was suspended 
l the last year. . . again after the bishops' Dallas 
; Banned from living in his convention in 2002. His case is 
. parish since 2002, Rev. John now under appeal in Rome, 
I Caiicott has frequently slept and his parish, Holy Angels 
. there, nevertheless. Church on Chicago's South 

Calicott has drawn increas- Side, is in turmoil. 
ing attention and irritation Beyond the continuing 

':"" ... ·---.-,,~ ·~ ................. -.......-- ·- . ..,._._.. ···-,:--r~ ,,._ 

r oo/l'/t7f-

Tribune file photo by Nancy Stone 

Rev. John Calicott waits to take Communion in May at Holy Angels Church, after sitting in a 
pew alongside parishioners. He was remo.ved from public ministry over abuse allegations. 

questions of sexual abuse and 
how to handle it, dealing with 
Calicott, a popular black pas
tor in one of the few thriving 
black parishes in Chicago, has 
exposed issues that lately 
have dogged the church in 
America and the Chicago 
archdiocese in particular: 

How to reach out to African
Americans? And how to 
preach forgiveness under a 

strict new policy of zero toler- Priests' Councils. "It demon
ance for abusers? strates the whole confused 

Complicating those notions way that the policy is being 
is the convoluted history of ·.carried out and the confusing 
how Calicott's case has been problems it has for the priest, 
handled in Chicago. for the community, and every-

"It's being looked at because one." · · 
it represents something of But the case has grown 
what has been happening in more complicated in recent 
other cases as well," said Rev. weeks . 
Robert Silva, president of the 
National Federation of PLEASE SEE CALICOTT, PAGE 4 

~ 



I CALICOTT: 
1 

Outsiders, 
insiders have 

I until his ~ppeal could be con
cluded, Calicott has spent up to 
three nights a week in the 
church rectory. 

The quiet standoff exploded 
last month when it was re
vealed Calicott, forbidden to 
preach or wear clerical garb, 

• • had last December addressed 

VarVlng Views• pupils at Holy Angels' paro-
J .1. · chial school. 

A beloved pastor at a church 
where 500 families· worship, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

"Cardinal George told him he Calicott has built on the work of 
could not be there in ministry. Holy Angels' former leader, the 
And he's there. Sleeps there a charismatic Rev. George Clem
couple times a week. Speaks to ents. The school is among the 
children. Is there every Sunday largest in Chicago, and the par
at mass. That's· in clear viola- ish has instilled a sense of pride 
ti on of the charter. Does the car- in the impoverished Kenwood
dinal know about it? Who's en- Oakland neighborhood. 
forcing this here? Where's the "We only have something in 
enforcement?" said Illinois Ap- the neighborhood of 250 Afri
pellate Judge Anne M. Burke, can-American priests in a 
interim chairwoman of the Na- country with a long history of 
tional Review Board of lay peo- racism and a church which his
ple monitoring the response of torically has difficulty reach
Catholic bishops to the crisis. ing African-Americans," said 

"This is one that certainly Rev. Raymond Kemp, senior fel
needs to be sorted out," said low at the Woodstock Theologi
Sheila Horan, deputy director cal Center at Georgetown Uni
of the U.S. Conference ofCatho- versity. 
lie Bishops Office of Child and "You've got a couple hundred 
Youth Protection. "It is my in- people saying we want our pas
tention to call the diocese and tor back, and those couple 
inquire as to the details." hundred people happen to be 

black in a predominantly white 
Calicott, George agree church, and the people who are 

-'<'•-:•,... - ·~ __ ... 

of many at Holy Angels and ;1 app~aling to tl_le Vatican on the 
elsewhere is the ambiguity sur- I basis that Cahcott had already 
rounding the charges against . faced the charges that led to a 
Calicott in the first place. The J second removal un~er the 2002 
case is complicated and un- · ch~ter, one quest.101:1 tha! re
clear, and unlike many similar mams unres?lved is if Cahcott 
abuse cases there is no ·corre- . has ever admitted to the accusa-
sponding c~iminal investiga- 'i' ti~~s. , . 
tion or civil suit. The accusers T~at ~part of the murkme~s 
have beenquietsincethecharg- ; ofth1s thmg: whether he adm1t
es in 1994. ted it or whether he didn't, 

"The facts of the case are so whether the accuser accused 
elusive " Perry said "That's him and recanted or whether 
hard to' deal with." · the accuser accused him and 

The alleged abuse of two 15· kept _it t~ere," said Perr~ "All 
year-old boys occurred in 1976, tha~ is still murky to me. 
while Calicott was an associate Smee the Dallas charter led 
pastor at st. Albius Church, to ~alicott's removal in 2002, 
said James Dwyer, a spokesman Calicott, . George, and others 
for the Chicago archdiocese. have praised the effort to pro- , 

Under sexual-abuse stan- I tect youths from sexual abuse, 
dards the archdiocese followed · but also questioned the zero-tol- . 
when tbe charges were made in I erance policy ~der which the . 
the 1990s then-Cardinal Joseph : document reqmres the removal r. 

' ' 1 f . d.bl d I Bernardin allowed Calicott to i o any priest er~ I Y accuse 1 
return to Holy Angels as long as of sexual abuse m the past. . I 
parishioners knew of his past The charter appea~s to fly m ! 
and he posed no further risk to the face oflor:igs_tan?mg church 
children said former archdio- i statutes of hm1tat10n and the 
cesan chancellor and current , ~eopening of cas~s adjudi~ated 
Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Pa- i m the past, said Monsignor 
procki. Thomas Green, p~ofes~or ~f 

Before that determination canon law at Cathohc Umvers1-
was made Calicott ty in Washington. 

' Though the Vatican has al-
lowed abuse cases lo continue 
despite the apparent conflicts, 
he said, few of the new guide
lines have been set on paper: In a relationship that has rallying are not looking around 

sometimes been adversarial, · and seeing a lot of Father Cali- Calicott said. He was or- · bl" h d 
sometimes supportive, Calicott cotts waiting to take his place," dered to live with a church Little pu 15 e 
and George have taken similar Kemp said. . . monitor and to have only super- "Right now, it's sort of word of 

, stances on abuse issues. They Victims groups fear the fer- vised contact with children. He mouth. Very little has been pub-
both called for leniency and for-· vor at Holy Angels will have a also had to admit he had com- lished," he said. "Unless you 
giveness after Catholic bishops chilling effect on reporting by mitted sexual abuse, said Pa- have a little clearer sense of 
in Dallas in 2002 demanded the other sexual-abuse victims at · procki. what is happening, you're real
blanket removal of priests the parish. "When he was returned to the ly in a quandary to figure it 
found to have committed sexual , "One of the really untold sto- parish, he signed a covenant, out." 
abuse. ries behind this is how hurt- and there was never any dis- That ha~ been th_e legal b_ack-

But they have been at odds ful--unintentionally to be pute or question but that some ; drop agamst ~h1ch Cahcott 
over how to carry on while the sure-these kinds ofparishion- , sexual misconduct was en-~ had been. returnmg to J:Ioly A~- I 
Vatican decides how to sort out . ers can be," said David Clohes- ! gaged in," Paprocki said. "It; gels.as his appeal contmued m 

:: sy, national director of the Sur-' was definitely a sexual act." Rome. . . 
-----···--- ; vivors Network for those Publicly; Calicott' has denied Holy Angels admm1strator 

''!f . Abused by Priests. "If you genu- that was the case but accepted Rev. Bob Miller said Cali~ott 
gou genuinely are inely are Christians, you will responsibility for mishandling ~ad frequently _spent _the mght 

Christians, you will pray pray for Father Calicott and a vaguely described "process of ii:i the_ rect.ory smce his suspen
mail him cookies, but you will trying to deal with a situation." s1on m 2002. Under the early 

for Father Calicott and express yo~ concerns privat~-1 "I denied doing what the hoy terms of his suspension, Cali-
mail him cookies, but .YOll ly, not pubhc~y, and m~k~ a ch- '! said, presuming what was read , cott had been permitted to at- . 

mate conduc1~~ for victims to to me [by the archdiocese) was tend mass at Holy Angels on I 
will express your come forward. . I what the boy said I did," Cali- Sunday, said Dwyer. I 

Th~ fact. that Calicott ~as a I cott said in a phone interview. But when it was revealed that 
concerns privately, not charismatic black pastor In one I "Two days after this thing Calicott had spoken to a health i 
Publicly., of thefew predomman~y black ' broke, one of the young men class in the parish school, I 

ch1~che~ m the archd10cese ?f who made the allegations came George ordered him to "absent 
· t -David Clohessy of the survivors Net- Chicago IS part of the re~son his to my rectory crying and said himself' entirely from Holy 

work for those Abused by Priests cause. has. been. champ10n_e~ so [the archdiocese] lied about Angels until his case has been 
lo_udly, said Chicago Auxiliary what he said had happened." concluded in Rome. 

A ----·--- ------ Bishop Jo~ep~ Perry, w.ho over- Longtime parishioner Moni- Calicott's stance appears to 
i the few priests who will per- sees the v1canate that mcludes ca Lewers, now Calicott's have complicated an already 

· ·, haps be allowed to remain in H~.ly Angels. _ spokeswoman, said the youth messy situa.tion in Chicago, 
ministry. 1 No other ~ommumty t:ias made another appearance at a said University of Massachu-

Meanwhile, parishioners at ! pl~ced trust m an offendmg Holy Angels mass to apologize setts at Amherst religious so-
Holy Angels have rallied pnest as Holy Angels has after Calicott was returned to ciologist Jay Demerath. · 
around Calicott, and in the 19 done,". he said. . . . ministry in 1995. "It's a situation where there 
months since George ordered ~t m the backs of the mmds Though Calicott's canon law- / are ncl.winners," he said. 
Calicott to leave Holy Angels yer, Monsignor Kevin Vann, is 
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62/12/2004 01:54 312-7515279 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS 

PAGE 01/01 
pl. 1 

Feb 04 04 10:14a Cardinal StritonR~treat H 847 566 soaz 

TRAVEL/VACATION NOTJFICA TlON RECEIVED 

(name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveli~f ~o 0 4 7 00 ~ 

iiii.----
~ACHO!OCESE OF CHICAl)O 

[destination address and contact phone nu~rffliHSIONAL RESPONS!Blllrt 

"(~~~departure date) through'?"~a~~,et_Jretum date]. 

-~~-(name of cleric} will be monitored by 

--[name of travel monitor]. ----[name of 

travel monitor] h.as accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of 

(name of cleric] duriDg the aforementioned time frar.11e. 

/see. att.ach.Ad correspondence] 

l. Contacts with minors byJ_a/11t C1\ls&Qtt {name of cleric] mu$t be in the 

2. 

presence of--[name oftr3vel monitor]. Inappropriate situationR 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle a.i·~ to be avoided. 

[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activiti.es and whereabouts ofJoliJl {yr..Last-b fcleric name} over 

l:J2.·o.1"t>Y ... Q2.&£.o-f [afore.metttioned ti.inc frame]. 

3. As previously noted, the date of return te>J~, Ctz. b.;~'s [cleric name] 

restdence has been scheduled foru.,..!3/_ •. ..-o ... t' ___ [aforementioncd return date). 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies th.at may arise, the date may be 

changed. fa the event of such a ~ircumstance, should the originiil plans be 

Date: ~.cn.o.af 

PRA Signnture: 1-t~ I olf_ -·-·-
A copy or tM11 document will be provid~li to lbc tle1 Theo 'gil'l11l will be plated in tile cll!n~·~ rue 
In the Oftke of l'rDfC3sional Rcspe>1uibdity 11nd n COJl. ill b '1111.:eLI \n the clerk's lik. in the Vicar 
fo1· Pric~u' Offic~ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop --, 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

February 6, 2004 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Ms. McCluskey: 

This letter is to confirm my handwritten note of January 23, 2004 in response to your 
letter of January 20, 2004, in which you reported on the recommendation of the Professional 
Responsibility Review Board with regard to the current monitoring protocols for Rev. John 
Calicott. 

I accept the recommendation of the Review Board that Father Calicott continue with. 
Once the canonical proceedings against him have been completed, I 

believe that this matter should once again be considered by the Review Board. 

Thank you for the manner in which you are handling this very sensitive case. 

Sincer~ly yours in Christ, ~· 

6 . r 1 0-1 
rt~ \_i,~ I 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 

[. 

Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial Vicar/Vicar for Canonical Services 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: {312) 642-4933 

February 12, 2004 

Dear Leah, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

I wasn't sure whether you informed the Bishop and Vicar General in the Jackson, MI 
diocese of John Calicott' s vacation in that area until February 21, 2004. I called the 
Ordinary, Bishop-' in Jackson, and the Vicar General, informing them that John 
Calicott will be at his mother's home during his vacation located at 
- I further informed them that he is restricted from celebrating Mass and 
performing any public ministry due to sexual misconduct with minors. 

If you already informed the bishop in Jackson, I'm sorry I repeated it. When I spoke with 
the Cardina] this afternoon, he inquired about it and requested that the matter be tended 
to. 

Thank you for all you do. God bless you. 

Kaz 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

February 12, 2004 

Most Reverend 
237 E. Amite St. 
Jackson,MS 39225-2248 

Your Excellency: 

Francis Cardinal George asked me to infom1 you that Rev. John Calicott, a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago is presently visiting his mother, who lives in your 
diocese. She is located at 

This visit extends until February 21, 2004. Rev. John Calicott should not publicly 
celebrate the Eucharist or engage in any public ministry. Father Calicott, ordained in 
1974, has been accused of sexual misconduct with minors. If you or your Vicar General 
have any questions regarding Father Calicott, please feel free to contact any of the 
following persons: 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Director of Professional Responsibility 
312-751-5205 

Rev. Jan1es T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
312-642-1837 

Rev. Patrick Lagges, JCD 
Judicial Vicar 
312-751-8384 
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Rev. Daniel Smilanic, JCD 
Adjutant Judicial Vicar 
312-751-8206 

This a most grave matter. Be assured of my prayers for you. 

Sincerely, in Christ, 

r-;;:7~~· I~· 

Rev. s T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George 
Most Reverend Edwin Conway, Vicar General 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

February 18, 2004 

Rev. John Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John: 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I am responding to your letter of February 8, 2004 in which you asked me to rescind my 
decree of January 23, 2004. I have taken into consideration the arguments you presented, but 
they do not persuade me that I should change my decision in any way. I also believe I need to 
correct some errors that are contained in your letter. 

First, the action which I took on June 25, 2002 was not a penal action. It was a directive, 
. under your promise of obedience to me, not to exercise ministry until your case could be 
. resolved. This was made in virtue of my responsibility as a diocesan bishop to regulate the 
exercise ofrights in the Archdiocese for the sake of the common good (c. 223). Since this was 
not the imposition of a penalty, c. 1353 cannot be used. Your appeal to-the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith was recourse against an administrative decree. Therefore, the canons on 
administrative hierarchical recourse (cc. 1732-1739) apply. These canons do not provide for the 
suspension of a decree pending its appeal. 

Second, we are not dealing with the actions of the Review Board that took place in 1994. 
As a result of their recommendations, Cardinal Bernardin decided that other means of pastoral 
action could be used in your case, as provided for in c. 1341. This was in place of holding a 
penal trial. Since a trial was never conducted, there is no question of what you called "double 
jeopardy." The Holy See has reiterated that unless there has been a trial, there cannot be a claim 
of"double jeopardy." 

Third, the Essential Norms for the United States, as well as the motu proprio, 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tuela, have clearly established that the pastoral solutions of the past 
are not acceptable. That is, a bishop is no longer able to continue using the provisions of c. 1341 
to allow priests who have sexually abused minors to return to ministry. Thus I could not 
continue the provisions Cardinal Bernardin had made in your case. It was for this reason that I 
initiated a preliminary investigation into the matter, as I mentioned in my letter of May 27, 2003. 
As a result of that investigation, I concluded that your cases had to be referred to the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith for further instruction as to how to proceed. I 
communicated this to you in my letter of July 15, 2003. 

AOC 011329 



I also want you to be clear, John, 
The issue is whether you sexually abused the two people who have accused you of 

abusing them as minors; and, if so, what enalt should be im osed on ou. 

The purpose of the canonical proceedings against you is to find out whether you 
committed an offense against the Sixth Commandment with a minor (c. 1395§2) and what the 
consequences might be. 

Finally, the issuing of a decree according to c. 1722 is provided for in the law at the 
discretion of the bishop. As I wrote to you on July 15, 2003, I refrained from imposing such 
restrictions at that time due to the fact that you were complying with my request of June 25, 
2002. When it became clear that you were no longer complying with that request, I felt it 
necessary ~o make other provisions in your case in order to preclude greater scandal among the 
faithful of the Archdiocese. 

Therefore, I am not rescinding the decree that I issued on January 23, 2004, and I again 
insist that you abide by it. Since this is a decree that is specified as part of the penal process, it is 
not subject to appeal. Should you decide to try to appeal this anyway, please be aware that such 
an appeal would not suspend the decree. 

I hope this clarifies the matter somewhat for you, John. I ask that you be patient during 
this time when we are awaiting further instruction from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. I would like to see these cases resolved quickly as well. However, I cannot act without 
the permission of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; and I cannot act against the 
Charter and Norms which have been established by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 

As soon as I hear from the Holy See, I will be in contact with you. In the meantime, I 
must insist that you abide by the terms laid out in my decree of January 23, 2004. I also ask that 
you remember me in your prayers, as you are always remembered in mine. 

?::om;;:;=t, ~Y 
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/20/2004 

Meeting: 
Date: 
Place: 

AGENDA 

#20t" - Twentieth Board 
February 20, 2004 
Priests' Placement Board 

Present: Rev.: John W. Clemens, William T. Corcoran, James Donovan, 
Leonardo Gomez, Joseph P. Grembla, Thomas Hickey 
David A. Jones, Robert G. Mair, Daniel J. McCormack 

I Opening Prayer: Bishop Joseph Perry 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Vote ___________ _ 

III Reports: 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: Vote ___________ _ 

V Business: 

B. Bishop Perry's Agenda: 

1. Priests: 

2. 

a) John Calicott '74 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 
f) 

10:15 am 

AM 

Page 253 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/20/2004 

--

s. TERM ENDS IN 2003 

·-
2 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/20/2004 

Meeting: 
Date: 
Place: 

MINUTES 

#201
h - Twentieth Board 

February 20, 2004 
Priests' Placement Board 

Present: Rev.: John W. Clemens, William T. Corcoran, James Donovan, 
Leonardo Gomez, Joseph P. Grembla, Thomas Hickey 
David A. Jones, Robert G. Mair, Daniel J. McCormack 

I Opening Prayer: Bishop Joseph Perry 10: lSA M 

Il Acceptance of Minutes: 9 - 0 - 0 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: 9 - 0 - 0 

V Business: 

A. Appointments: 

B. Bishop Perry's Agenda: l0:15 am 

1. Priests: 

Page 254 

a) John Calicott '74: John was issued a new decree about what he can or cannot do. We 
may have to act in next 2 or three months. Who can be the pastor at Holy? Perhaps 
Jerome Parrish could be assigned here. We need to talk to Jerome. Perhaps Thomas 
Walsh '86 or William Vanecko '65. 

b) 

c) 

1 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/20/2004 

3. 

4. 

s. TERM ENDS IN 2003 

10/27/91 John Calicott '74 Holy Angels 12 56 

3 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-13 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: John Calicott (Withdrawn) 

Date: February 21, 2004 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A summary of the discussion of the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on February 
21, 2004: 

• Fr. Smilanic explained the canonical background [c. 1722] of the Decree written by Cardinal 
George, forbidding Fr. Calicott on the property of Holy Angels parish and school 

• PRA provided an update on Fr. Calicott's status, monitoring, etc. 
• As a parishioner of Holy Angels,-offered insight to an anticipated reaction of 

parishioners on Fr. Calicott's behalf; senses there will be demonstrations 
associated with Fr. Calicott's removal 

• In the wake of the discussion of Fr. Calicott's case and his denial of the abuse alleged,. J 

- again voiced the opinion on behalf of the Board that there be a therapeutic group at 
Mundelein, in which all men withdrawn [for alleged sexual misconduct] residing there 
participate 

,. 
"-' 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Offire of Pwfo•Ooo'l ""'paruibilily f P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, February 21, 2004- 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - January 1 O, 2004 
• The Board requested in a unanimous 6-0 decision that a correction be made on page 

two, bullet point three of the January 10, 2004 minutes [see revised January 10, 2004 
Minutes] 
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II. Update from January 10, 2004 Meeting 

Rev. John Calicott 

MlNUTES 
February 21, 2004 
Page2 

• Fr. Smilanic explained the canonical background [c. 1722] of the Decree written by 
Cardinal George, forbidding Fr. Calicott on the property of Holy Angels parish and 
school 

• PRA provided an update on Fr. Calicott's status, monitoring, etc. 
• As a parishioner of Holy Angels, ffered insight to an anticipated 

reaction of parishioners on Fr. Calicott's behalf; senses there will be 
demonstrations associated with Fr. Calicott's removal 

• In the wake of the discussion of Fr. Calicott's case and his denial of the abuse alleged, 
again voiced the opinion on behalf of the Board that there be a 

therapeutic group at Mundelein, in which all men withdrawn [for alleged sexual 
misconduct] residing there participate 

Monitoring 
• PRA informed Board that Rev. Anthony Talarico will no longer be the monitor at 

Mundelein and will be replaced by Bishop Raymond Goedert on an interim basis 
until July 1, 2004 

• Board informed that Rev. James Kaczorowsk~ Vicar for Priests and PRA will meet 
with Bishop Goedert on March 4, 2004 to discuss responsibilities of monitor 

• Board informed that Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA will meet Fr. Calicott, Rev.••• ••I and Rev. John "Jack" Keehan at Mundelein on February 23, 2004 to review 
Individual Specific Protocol fonns and the request for compliance 

• made the suggestion that in the future, contracts for new priests would 
include the acknowledgment that one's pension is contingent upon his conduct 

• The Board again made the overall recommendation that men withdrawn from 
ministry as a result of allegations of sexual misconduct need to be involved in a 
structured, daily routine 
• Fr. Smilanic addressed two issues that affect the recommendation of a structured 

routine: 
• Definition of ministry 
• Final status of each man upon the conclusion of a canonical trial 
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ID. Case Reviews 

• 

IV. Case Updates 

v. 

Rev. John Calicott [Withdrawn 1994; June 25, 2002) - PFR - 13 
See above under II. Update from January 10, 2004 Meeting 

MINUTES 
February 21, 2004 
Page 3 
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VI. Other Matters 

MINUTES 
February 21, 2004 
Page4 

• The December 2004 Board meeting has been rescheduled for December 4, 2004 

Next scheduled meeting is March 20, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Danie] SmiJanic, CardinaJ's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 
Francis CardinaJ George, O.M.I. 

AOC 011339 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, February 21, 2004- 9:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - January I 0, 2004 

II. Case Reviews 

Preliminary Review: 
A. 

III. Case Updates: 

A 

B. John Calicott (Withdrawn 1994; 6/25/02)- PFR-13 

IV. Monitoring Meetings/Monitoring Update 

v. 

A 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 
H. 

VI. Update on New Allegations Received 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, March 20, 2004 
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3126424933 UICRR OF PRIESTS 12111 P1212 FEB 27 '1214 1121: 47 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

February 26, 2004 

Dear Brother Priests, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ClnCAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS S0811 

Attached is a copy of the letter which the Cardinal sent to all priests in the Archdiocese. 
This is being sent to you to keep you in.formed about the communication that is being 
sent at this time. If you have questions, please feel free to contact Leah McCluskey, Tom 
Tivy or myself. 

. :B.e assured of my prayers and support for you. The beginning of the season of Lent 
. reminds us of the One who sustains us through·the difficult times of our lives. May this 
Jesus be with each of you, now and always. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, in Christ, 

Rev. Jim T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 

Cc: Leah McCluskey 
Rev. Thomas A. Tivy 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archblsbop --.--

February 26, 2004 

Dear Brothers in Christ: 

First, thanks to all of you who shared with your parishioners a copy of my February 15 
letter concerning the Jolm Jay study in advance of that report's official release tomorrow. You 
will remember that there are actually two reports to be released tomorrow, both commissioned 
by the Bishops. The John Jay social science study wiU contain national statistics regarding both 
those abused and accused, as well as dollar amounts spent to respond to the crisis. TI1e National 
Review Board report will provide a coptext for the John Jay data. 

We have been asked to wait lintil the reports are officially released tomorrow to offer 
comment on them, when real figures and perspective become public. I am told that both reports 
will be available to be viewed by 10 a.m. Friday on the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
website (www.usccb.org, linked to our website at www.archchicago.org). I will meet with 
media tomorrow to respond to the reports in their entirety and at that time offer our own up-to
datc figures for the Archdiocese of Chicago about allegations made against clergy because of 
sexual abuse of children and youth since 1950. 

I am including in this fax an advance copy of a letter and attachment I would like you to 
share with your parishioners this weekend about the reports. (A clean copy of this letter will be 
available to you to download on Friday morning.from the archdiocesan website, 
www.archchjcago.org. in English, Spanish, and Polish.) We will share this same letter with news 
media at tomorrow1 s news conference. 

We will also be initiating a new service to access infonnation for the protection of 
minors and to assist those who may have been sexually abused by a priest. The service will allow 
self-identified individuals, upon request, to receive appropriate information, already made public 
in another forum, regarding whether there has been reason to suspect that a past or. present priest 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago may have abused a minor. All those inquiring will receive a 
written. response. For inquiries on 98% of archdiocesan priests, the information provided will 
simply include an ordination date and a description of a current assignment. It is likely that we 
will be asked to describe this service at the news conference. 

I was grateful to learn that some parishes are planning prayer services to coincide with 
the release of the John Jay report, because surely the issues raised by it are matters to be brought 
to prayer. I understand, too, that other parishes are planning discussions in which the report can 
be further evaluated. Because the release of this study could reopen some wounds among olll' 
people -- particularly among those who may have been abused -- I encourage you to have on 
hand contact information about how allegations of clergy sexual abuse can. be reported. 

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's official home page on the World Wide Web 
. http://www.archchlcago.org 
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February 26, 2004 
Page2 

No other group has faced the scrutiny involved in this type of study, and I know that this 
cannot be an easy time for you amidst the attention focused on the data that this report will 
contain. Yet, you are the "face" of the Church within your parish cominunities, in times both 
easy and hard. So many of you have told me of the kindness of your parishioners who have 
expressed their personal support for your priestly ministry - and, like you, I take great comfort 
from this support. 

My prayer for you today is the same one I pray for myself: that in our intentions and in 
our actions, we might be worthy of the trust placed i.n us by Jesus Christ and by those whom we 
serve in his name and with his authority. Thank you for your life and ministry as priests in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. Please keep me in your prayers. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

--.r~~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Visit the Archdiocese of Chlcago'9 official home page on the World Wide Web 
http://www.arehchlcego.org 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Assistance Ministry Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8267 
(312) 751-8307 (Fax) 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: File CONFIDENTIAL 
FROM: Mayra Flores X 

RECE~VED 

RE: [v. Calicott] 
FEB 2 7 2004 

DATE: February 26, 2004 ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Late yesterday afternoon, the office received a phone call from the pastor at St. Ailbe, Fr. 
John Breslin. Fr. Breslin called to alert us that he had been contacted by Mr.-

concerning an interview Mr. -and Mr. granted Jay 
Levine from Channel 2 regarding their allegations against Fr. John Calicott. Mr. 
••••said to Fr. Breslin that the interview was extensive and explicit. He related 
that they spoke to the reporter (Jay Levine) for "more than an hour" and shared with him 
the "graphic" details of the abuse and their personal journals detailing the events. 

Mr. -also shared his (and Mr.-anger with the Archdiocese over their 
"handling" of the situation. Mr.~e of his guilt that he may have let Mr. 
- "down" by not formalizing his own allegation against John Calicott, thus leaving 
the burden to Mr.-
When asked by Fr. Breslin, Mr.-thought the interview would be televised on 
Monday, March 15

\ but speculates that given the release of the John Jay Study (February 
2i11

) the reporter may use the material this week. 

Ralph and I told Fr. Breslin that we were not familiar with Mr.-(particularly 
since he did not formalize his allegation against John Calicott). We assured Fr. Breslin 
that we would communicate his call to the appropriate archdiocesan people. We 
immediately called the Communications Office ( , and 
alerted them to the upcoming interview. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office or lhe Archbiabop Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, llllnois 60690-1979 

·: .. 
.February 27, 2004 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

Today the John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York City released a nationwide 
social science research study, commissioned by the U.S. Bishops, on clerical sexual abuse of 
minors. The John Jay Study is a quantitative analysis based on confidential data gathered from 
almost every diocese, eparc.hy, and religious order in the U.S. on sexual abuse of minors by 
Catholic clergy from 1950 to 2002. The data wjJJ be crucial in searching for the causes of 
clerical sexual abuse and in pre\Tenting it in the future. This is the study's purpose. A report by 
the National Review Board providing conte.Xt. for the John Jay data will also be released today. 

Officials of the Archdiocese have already published basic data in two reports covering 
the periods 1950 to 1992 and 1993 to 2002. This information has been updated through 
December 31, 2003, and is shown on the attached information sheet. · 

Archdiocesan records reflect that 2,513 archdiocesan priests served in the Archdiocese of 
Chicago between 1950 and 2003. The Archdiocese has found reason to suspect that, during these 
53 years, sexual misconduct with a minor occurred in 142 cases involving 55 Archdiocesan 
priests, about 2 percent of archdiocesan priests. Of the 5 5 priests; 13 are deceased! 22 have 
resigned from the priesthood and 20. are withdrawn from ministry. None is engaged in any 
public ministry. All cases have been reported to.the public authorities. 

Money spent because of clerical sexual abuse includes $26.9 million for victim 
assistance, settlements and support in the period 1950-2003. Beginning in 1992, the year the 
Bernardin Commission established procedures for dealing with clerical sexual misconduct, 
through December 21, 2003, $5.9 million was spent for treatment and monitoring of priests, and 
$5.9 million for legal expenses. Of the $5.9 million spent on legal fees, $1.3 million was spent 
to defend a priest and a school principal judged to be in.no cent by a civil jury. 

The Archdiocese of Chicago, complying with the definition of"al.legation" supplied by 
the John Jay Study, reported for the study all recorded notifications of clerical sexual misconduct 
with minors, whether or not they resulted in any investigation or whether th.ere was reasonable 
cause to suspect abuse had occurred. 

Since 1992,, the Archdiocese of Chicago has addressed allegations of abuse of minors and· 
promoted healing of victims through .. an Assistanc!': Ministry office, an independent Review 
Board, and a regular process for repqrting .abuse allegations to the civil authorities and the 
public. More recently, the Archdiocese created an Office for the Protection of Children and 
Youth. It oversees child abuse training programs and background screenings of over 

VtSlt the Archdiocese of Chicago's offlclal home page on the World Wide Web 
http'./twww .a rehehieago. org 
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50,000 employees and volunteers. These measures have allowed us to reach out to victims and 
parish communities, to create safe environments for children and to remove from ministry any 
priest for whom there was reasonable' cause to suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor had · 
occurred. All of these initiatives will continue .in our seminaries, schools, parishes and ministry 
offices. 

The bishops of the United States have kept the promises they made during and following 
their June, 2002, Dallas meeting. All offending priests have been removed from ministry; an 
independent study was undertaken to Wlderstand the extent and causes of clerical misconduct; 
and policies and procedures have been put in place in every diocese in the United States to deal 
with abuse allegations, to insure the safety.of children and to communicate openly with the 
public. Most important of all, the care of victims has been formalized and will :remain high on 
the agenda of the Church. 

The publication of these results reminds us that some priests betrayed the trust placed in 
them by Christ, by the children He loves, and by families. Church leaders who failed to act on 
their behalf only added to the hann done. I again sincerely apologize to the victims and to their 
families for the anguish they have endured. I off er once again an invitation to anyone who has 
experienced sexual abuse by a priestor deacon to bring this information to our attention by 
contacting the Office of Professional~ Responsibility at 1-800-994-6200. 

The consequences of these failures have deeply affected the entire Catholic community. 
l know that many of you are angered.and embarrassed, as am I. We can learn from the 
transgressions of the past, however, and make as sure as we can that no other child or young 
person goes through what those who.have been victims continue to suffer. 

You are always in my prayers. Please keep me jn yours. 

Attachment 

.. •· 

'.· 

.·.' 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbisho_p of Chicago 

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's official hOma page on the World Wide Web 
http://www.arehchleago.org 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF ~HICAGO • INFORMATION SHEET 

ACCUSED PRIESTS: HOW MANY, WHERE THEY 
ARE NOW, WHEN OCCURRED 
The Archdiocese of Chicago found reasonable cause to suspect that sexual 
misconduct with a minor had occurr@d in 142 cases involving 55 Archdiocesan 
priests In the period 1950·2003. None is currently in ministiy. Most incidents 
occurred between 1970 and 1985. 

DATE OF INCIDENTS 

35 

30 
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15 
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5 

0 
1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000.03 

TO REPORT A CASE OF ABUSE 

To report suspected sexual abuse of a minor by a 
priest or deacon ~preserttly or In the psst- cell: 

Laah McCluskey, MSW, LSW Administrator 
Office of Professional Responsibility 

(800) 994-6200 
(Laf<e and Cook counties only) 

or (312) 751-5205 
Gtlnd written allegations to: 

Leah McCluskey, Administrator 
Office of Professional Rfff)Oll$iblllty 

AtchdiOCAI& of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, UUnois 60890-1979 
Email: fmccluskey@archchlcago.org 

. Fax: (312) 751·5279 

To report aOegaHons direc;Uy to 
civil authorities, call: 

The Department of Children 
and Family Seivices (D.C.F.S.) 

(800) 252-2873 

Cook County Slate's Attorney 
(312) 603-5440 

Lake County SllltB's Attorney 
(847) m.aooo 

ACCUSED PRIESTS AS PART 
OF TOTAL POPULATION 
Archdiocesan records reflect that 2.,513 
archdiocesan priests served In the Archdiocese 
between 1950 and 2003. Those priests for whom 
there was reason to suspect that they had engaged 
in sexual rnlsconduc:t with a minor represent about 
two percent of the total nurnber. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
The Archdiocese has spent $38. 7 million on 
clerical sexual abuse since from 1950 to 2003. 

$5.9 million 
Legal Fees 

$5.9 million 

Treatment and 
monitoring 
of accused 

priests 

-...._· 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicngo, Illinois 60690-1979 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
VR.ev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

,,w 
Laura Neri-Palomino~ Administrative Assistant 
Office of Professional Responsibility 

February 27, 2004 

[PFR-13] Calicott, John (Withdrawn) 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 2/27/04. We are 
opening a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the 
Review Process by attempting to arrange an interview with Please advise 
this office of any information you may have in your files regarding Calicott, John/ -

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent 
to this case to this office within 5 business days ofreceipt of this memo to ensure that the 
investigation of this matter be properly handled. 

Thank you. 

Attachment 

cc: Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway 
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In his room, 
in his bed, 

once a week' 
Men descrl'be alleged dark, and I was afraid for my life." 

That was· the first time, Lasley 

abuse by priest said, ·~nd it happened again_ the 
next rught, and the next rught, 

Who rema·1ns popular and the next night. It happened 
· _ . basically thereafter on every 

s· /1N-4 camping trip," over two years, he 

Religion Reporter .:> olf "Toward the end of it, it was no 
BY CATHLEEN FALSANI , /~· said. 

longer me laying there and pre· 
Two men who say they were tending to be sleeping. It was in 

sexually abused more than 20 his room, in his bed, maybe once a 
years ago by the popular Roman week, maybe twice a week. It "'as 
Catholic priest John Calicott at that point that I got so dis· 
broke t.heir silence Wednesday gusted with it that I just stopped 
and told their side of a story that coming around," said. 
has cost the priest his ministry. Calicott, 56, did not return a 

••••••· 40, who lives on call from the Chicago Sun-Times Chicago's North Side with his wife seeking comment. 
and two children, said Calicott he· In 1994, - and a second 
gnn molesting him on o camping man who snys Calicott also mo· 
trip in Canada in 1976. Jested him in the late 1970s took 

At the time, Calicott was an as- their complaints to officials at the 
sistant pastor at St. Ailbe Parish Chicago archdiocese. 
on Chicago's South Side, his first Because of their allegations, 
~ment ofter being ordained. Cardinal Joseph Bernardin re
- was o 12-yeor-old member moved Calicott from ministry in 
of the parish. 1994. But less than a year later, at 

"] was assigned to his tent," the urging of Calicott's parish· 
- recalled, saying he woke up ioners at Holy Angels Church 
to1'iiiil Calicott engaging in a sex- where he had been pastor since 
ual net in him. "I was petrified. It 1992, the cardinal returned the 
was the middle of the night. It was popular priest to the pulpit, soy· 

RIGHT:
was an altar boy 
at St. Allbe 
Parish on the 
South Side. He 
planned to be a 
priest and had a 
leather note· 
book giving him 
a title. BELOW: 
He says Calicott 
wrote him a let
ter that the 
priest asked him 
to destroy after 
reading. 
-JOHN J. KIM/SUN·TIMES 

~ 

iiiiiil•I says he's speaking out because the Rev. John Calicott 
recently has downplayed his actions. - says: "He makes It sound 

· like he touched me on the head the wrong way.'' -JOHN J. KIM/SUN·TIMES 

ing he did not believe Calicott 
was a threat to children. 

But in June 2002, Cardinal 
Francis George removed Calicott 
from ministry again in accordance 
with new church low that says no 
priest with allegations of sexual 
misconduct with children against 
him can be allowed to serve. 

Six weeks ago, 
George chastised Cali
cott once again after the 
priest violated church 
policy by returning to 
Holy Angels School to 
lecture students on sex 
and other topics. 

and locked himself in the bath
room. he said. A few minutes 
later,· Calicott knocked on the 
bathroom door and said, • 'Why 
don't you come back to bed? I'm 
not going to bother you,' " -
-said. 

and - both 

The second mnn who 
made allegations of mis
conduct against Cali· 
cott back in 1993 has 
maintained his 
anonymity. 

said they decided to go public 
with their stories be
cause of how Calicott re
cently has portrayed his 
misconduct. In January, 
Calicott snid he had 
never admitted to sexual 
misconduct, repeating 
what he said in 1995 
upon his rcinstntement 
at Holy Angels: "Some· 
thing that should not 
have occurred did OC· 

cur." 
"He makes it sound 

like he touched me on 
the head the wrong way," -
said. "No. He raped me." 

John Calicott 
Has defenders 

· But a third man bas 
come forward with new allega
tions. , 40, who 
lives in the Chicago area with his 
two teenage sons, says Calicott 
molested him when he was 16. 

It happened on a trip to Ken-

ii
tuiiciikllivlliiniiApril 1980, in a hotel, 

• recalled. 
"That night, [Calicott] had 

been drinking heavily," he said. 
•At 5 in the morning I woke up t.o 
find him masturbating me. At 
first I thought it was because of 
him drinking and that he was 
dreaming. I was scared. I casually 
yawned and then moved further 
away from him. 

"Five minutes later on. he 
scooted over and tried to mastur· 
hate me again. At that point, you 
realize that this wasn't a dream, 
this wasn't a mistake. this was 
something he intended. to do," he 
said. 

got up out of bed 

In a prepared statement, the 
Rev. Robert Miller, administrator 
of Holy Angels and one of Cali· 
cott's staunchest defenders, said 
-·s story is "directly contra
dictory" to statemen.,s t.he man 
made at Holy Angels ·.o years ago 
after Cnlicott was removed for the 
first time. 

"The accuser come to Holy An· 
gels Church on his 0"'11 accord and 
stated that nothing happened," 
Miller said in the statement. 

While he admits he did give a 
speech at a church meeting in 
1994, - denies any recnntn· 
tion ;;mr-p;oduced a yellowing 
computer printout of the speech 
he says he read that day. Nowhere 
in the speech, which talks about 
the need for prayer and forgive· 
ness. does recant his 
clarn:is. 

ONC 
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Diaries detail 
alleged abuse 
Priest accused 
by 2 of abusing 
them in 1970s 

Ii!! Head of Catholic panel of 
laity calls for further study of 
sex abuse scandals. PAGE 3 

By James Janega 7 /J 
~staff reporter .,,/I//(;'/ 

Angered by a decade of sup
port for a priest he insists 
raped him repeatei:Jdllyliinilthiie 
1970s, a 40-year-old• • 
•came forward this week 
with a box of diaries detailing 
how Rev. John Calicottalleg
edly abused him as a 13-year
old boy. 

Calicott reopen wounds at.HO:. · 
Jy Angels Parish on the South 
Side, where Calicott had been 
the church's pastor until his 
removal in 2002, when bishops 
adopted a zero-tolerance poli· 
cy for priests found to have 
committed sexual abuse. 

cese of Chicago also would not 
comment on specific allega
tions. 

Based on testimony -
and another man, who re· 
mains anonymous, gave to the 
Archdiocese of Chicago in , 
1994, Calicott already had ' 
been removed and reinstated 
after under earlier 
rules in the arclidiocese. .He was joined b~a life-Jong 

friend, • 1 • 40, 
who said he was oncueci by 
Calicott as a teen. 

Holy Angels released a 
statement Wednesday sup
porting Calicott, but neither 
parish officials nor Calicott 
would respond to questions 
about the allegations that fo. 
cus on a period when Calicott 
was an associate pastor at St. 
Ailbe Church. 

"We never discuss what the 
victims tell us. They can say 
what they want, but we don't," 
archdiocese spokesman 
James Dwyer said. "Ifwe talk 
about what they tell us in con· 
fidence, it may hurt our at
tempts to get other victims to 
come forward." 

When he was removed again 
in 2002, Calicott appealed to 

The accusations against Officials from the Archdio· PLEASE SEE ABUSE, PAGE 6 

·~--:====:::;::;:;;;;=;;;;;;;;;;::;::":;:~=;;;,;:;;:;;,.=::=;;~:,=.==o-~. ----~===::;;:===:::;::;;;;;;:;;::::::;N' ... l =------- -,...,,----

ABUSE~ 

Victim alleges 
priest sent 
many letters 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Rome. His case has raised na
tional questions about what is 
just for disgraced priests who 
have already been forgiven. 

But for years, Calicott had 
characterized his relationship 
with the two previously un
named boys only as his "mis
handling" of what he has said 
was a "process of trying to deal 
with a situation." 

Last rnonU1, he went further, 
saying "I denied doing what the 
boy said, presuming what was 
read to me [by the archdiocese 
in 1994] was what the boy said I 
did." 

On Wednesday, - said 
Calicott's public iienTaTs had 
spUITed him to publicly discuss 
sexual acts he said Calicott ini
tiated with him on a camping 
trip in 1976, and with a st.ill un
named victim on subsequent 
outi.li.gs. 
-said Calicott fust per

formed oral sex on him on a 
group camping trip in Canada 
in 1976. -said he was te1Ti· 
fled arid didn't know how to stop 
him. 

"It happened the next night 
and the next night, and the next 

night. It wasn't just confined to stood up in church 91!. years ago 
this trip," he·said. "It was other and said nothing happened. So 
trips, and it was in the rectory we are massively confused," 
in his bed. Over two years." Rev. Robert Miller, parish ad. 

At limes- said it in· ministratoratHolyAngels,said 
volved the other victim, who Weclnesday of-'s renewed 
has not come forward publicly allegations. 
but whose allegations also were - provided the Tribune 
part of the archdiocese's case with a copy of the statement he 
against Calicott in 1994. said he read to the parish at the 

And for the first time, a third time. While ii expresses sympa
alleged victim, -s long· thy for the pain Calicolt's origi. 
time friend also de- nal removal brought to Holy An· 
scribed an unwanted sexual ad· gels and anger at the public way 
vance he said Calicott made on a in which the archdiocese car
camping trip in 1980. ried it out, it neitherrenews nor 

F • said he woke up to recants his charges against Cal-
find Calicott sexually touching icott. 
his genitals and that when he -also showed reporters 
moved away, Calicott waited a copji;SOf rambling letters he 
short time and then did the said Calicott wrote to him in the 
same thing again. Jate-1970s and early-1980s. 

"About a week later, Father "I try to sleep and my mind 
had called me over to the recto· turns to sexual things I wanted 
ry, and had told me something todowithyouwhenweweredo
about he had been dreaming," ing it but was too afraid to ask 

said. and the thought of these things 
said he remained keep me awake nights," part of 

silent when made his al· one letter reads. "Then I'll think 
legations to the archdiocese in of the really good times we had 
1994, and quietly supported him together and I am saddened be· 
when he apologized to angry cause they were tainted by the 
Holy Angels parishioners for sex thing that I had at least 
their pain weeks later. He said helped to cause." 
he came forward this time out of Miller looked at a copy of the 
guilt. letters and said they were not in 

"I didn't want him to be on his Calicott's handwriting 
own as he was in 1991," - ~· • 
-aidof-

Holy Ange~hioners-
who still emphatically support ered the priesthood. 
Calicott-have said they took llilniiisiitieaiidii'ihiie became a
-·s statements at the time and tried to lead a 
to be a: recantation of his accusa· normal life. 
tions against Calicott. "At differenttimes, itdicl ruin 

"This is the same man Who my life,''-said. 

- - ___ ... ______ ~ 
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2120 - Served 
2220 - Not Served 
2320 - Served By Mail 

2121 - Served 
2221 - Not Served 
2321 - Served By Mail 

2420 - Served By Publication 

SlJMMONS 

2421 - Served By Publication 

ALIAS - SUMMONS (Rev. 9/3/99) CCG 0001 

IN THE CIRCIDT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, Il.LINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION 

JOHN DOE, 
Plaintiff, 

No. 
vs. 

.: ·-CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, 
IndividuaJJy; JOHN CALICOTT, Individually and as an 
Agent and/or Employee of CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 
CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, 

Please serve defendant(s) as indicated on reverse. 

Defendant. 

SUMMONS 

To each defendant: 

YOU ARE. SUMMONED and required to file an answer to the complaint in this case, a copy of which is hereto 
attached, or otherwise file appearance, in the office of the Clerk of this Court at the following locations: 

§!___Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W. Washington, Room 801, Chicago, Illinois 60602 

Q District 2 - Skokie Q District 3 - Rolling Meadows Q District 4 - Maywood 
5600 Old Orchard Rd. 2121 Euclid 1500 Maybrook Ave. 
Skokie, IL 60077 Rolling Meadows, IL 60008 Maywood, IL 60153 

Q · District 5 - Bridgeview Q District 6 - Markham 
10220 S. 76th Ave. 16501 S. Kedzie Pkwy. 
Bridgeview, IL 60455 Markham, IL 60426 

You must file within 30 days after service of this summons, not counting the day of service. 
IF YOU FAIL TO DO SO, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED IN THE COMPLAINT. 

To the officer: 

This summons must be returned by the officer or other person to whom it was given for service, with endorsement of 
service and fees, if any, immediately after service. If service cannot be made, this summons. shall be retuffl;~~. ~!>endorsed. 
This summons may not be served later than 30 days after its date. ,,;~,: . p. 6- ~?ft 

!\.~ ;,§'\t,\: 
Name WITNESS, 20 

Attorney for 
Address 
City 
Telephone 
Atty. No. 

-----

(To be inserted by officer copy left wi · 
defendant or . ~5s~)R 

- ~ ~ ... , ~ .1 •• \ • 

HService by Facsimile Transmission will be accepted at: 312-236-0920 '. . '~ (~:~;'.. JJ 
(Area Code) (Facsimile Telephone Nuiriber) J 

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

. AQC,A1 .. 1352 
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IN TIIE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUN1Y, ILLINOIS 
COUN1Y DEPARTMENT - LAW DMSION 

JOHN DOE 
Plaintiff, 

v .. 

CA TIIOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a 

Corporation Sole, Individually; 
JOHN CALICOIT, Individually and as an 
Agent and/or Employee ofCATIIOLIC BISHOP 
OF ClDCAGO, a Corporation Sole, 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) No. 04 L 002661 "C" 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER 

FIRM ID: #31444 

TIIIS CAUSE coming to be heard on Plaintiffs Motions to Bar Plaintiffs Identify and Motion to 

Seal Record, due notice having been given, and the court being fully advised; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Plaintiffs Motions are granted. That all parties and all court 

personnel and Court Clerk are barred from disclosure of the identity of the Plaintiff in this case. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the record in the above-captioned matter be kept in a 

separate and private location by the Clerk of the Court and sealed from disclosure to anyone. 

Attorney for PlaintifT(s) 

·11.• •. 

ENfER: 

JUDGE ~7LLIAM MADDUX 

MAR 0 9 2004 

CJRCUJT COURT· 1559 
JUDGE 



JOHN DOE, 

V. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - LAW DIVISION 

Plaintiff, 

No. 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a 
Corporation Sole, Individually; JOHN 
CALICOTT, Individually and as an Agent 

and/or Employee of CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 
CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, 

Jury Demanded 

Count J 

Count II 

Count III 

Count IV 

Defendants. 

COMPLAINT AT LAW 

Negligent Retention - Catholic Bishop of Chicago - John Doe 

Failure to Exercise Reasonable Care to Control Its Employee -
Catholic Bishop of Chicago - John Doe 

Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress - John Calicott- Catholic Bishop 
of Chicago - John Doe 

Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress - John Calicott- Catholic Bishop 
of Chicago - John Doe 

Count I 
Negligent Retention 

Catholic Bishop of Chicago - John Doe 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, by his attorneys, . complaining of 

defendant, CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, pleading hypothetically and in the alternative, 

states: 

Backeround 

1. On or about 1975, 1976, and 2004, and at all times material, CATHOLIC BISHOP 

1 



OF CHICAGO was a duly licensed Illinois corporation. 

2. On or about 1975, 1976, and 2004, and at all times material.CATHOLIC BISHOP 

OFCHICAGOmaintained,controlled,operated and managed elementary schools, including SAINT 

Ailbe's CATHOLIC ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL which had a rectory on the premises. 

3. On and after I 975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHIC AGO was a religious 

institution which provided, inter alia, help, spiritual guidance and counseling to its parishioners. 

4. On and after January,1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO owned and 

operated an elementary school (her:einafter referenced to as the "Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary 

School") located at the intersection of 91 51 Street and Harper in Chicago, County of Cook, State of 

Illinois. 

5. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO employed 

JOHN CALICOTT as an associate pastor to work at Saint Ailbe's Parish and Elementary School. 

6. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO employed 

individuals other than JOHN CALICOTT to work full time at the Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary 

School on a daily basis. 

7. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO had the 

authority to directly supervise and control its employee JOHN CALICOTT. 

8. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO had the 

authority to terminate its employee, JOHN CALICOTT. 

Sexual Abuse of Minors 

9. On and after January, 1975, JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused multiple children 

who were students or parishioners of the Saint Ailbe's Parish and/or Catholic Elementary School. 

i 
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10. The aforesaid sexual abuse included, but was not limited to, touching of genitalia, 

fondling genitalia, and/or oral sex with these minors. 

11. On and after January, 1975, JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused multiple children 

from the Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary School in and around Chicago, Illinois. including JOHN 

DOE. 

Lack of KnowDedee of John Doe V 

12. That JOHN DOE's date of birth is December 16, 1961. 

I 3. That JOHN DOE was sexually abused by JOHN CALICOTT in 1975 and 1976 on 

multiple occasions. 

14. That JOHN DOE is currently a member and parishioner in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago. 

15. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT'S conduct was reported to the CATHOLIC 

BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

16. That in 1995 the Archdiocese contacted JOHN DOE to confinn the allegations of 

abuse against JOHN CALICOTT. 

17. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT was removed from his priestly duties at Holy 

Angels Church 

18. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT was reinstated by the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 

CHICAGO. 

19. Sometime in 2002, JOHN CALICOTT was again removed from his priestly duties 

and assigned to a residence in Mundelien. 

20. While assigned to the residence in Mundelien, JOHN CALICOTT was assigned to 
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a monitor whose role was to ensure that JOHN CALICOTT did not resume his priestly duties. 

21. In 2002 the monitor assigned to JOHN CALICOTT was an agent and1or employee 

of the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

22. That at all times relevant to this action, the monitor assigned to JOHN CALICOTT 

was acting within the scope and course of his/her agency and/or employment relationship with the 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

23. That on or about January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT came forward to declare his 

innocence in relation to abuse of children. 

24. That on or about January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT has returned to Holy Angels 

Parish and slept in the rectory on numerous occasions. 

25. That on or about January 2004, Reverend Robert Miller was a pastor at Holy Angels 

Parish. 

26. That on or about January 2004, Reverend Robert Miller knew or should have known 

that JOHN CALICOTT had been relieved of his priestly duties. 

27. That regardless of this knowledge, Reverend Robert Miller allowed JOHN 

CALICOTT to sleep in the rectory at Holy Angels Parish on numerous occasions. 

28. That regardless of this knowledge, Reverend Robert Miller allowed JOHN 

CALICOTT to lecture to students. 

29. That Reverend Robert Miller is an agent and/or employee of CATHOLIC BISHOP 

OF CHICAGO. 

30. That at all times relevant to this action, Reverend Robert Mill er was acting within the 

scope and course of his agency and/or employment relationship with the CA THOLJC BISHOP OF 

: 4 



CHJCAGO. 

31. That sometime in January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT lectured to students on sex in a 

health class at Holy Angel Parish School. 

32. Prior to 2004, JOHN DOE, did not know that he suffered emotional injury caused by 

the childhood sexual abuse committed by JOHN CALICOTT. 

33. Prior to January 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover that he suffered emotional injury 

caused by the childhood sexual abuse committed by JOHN CALICOTT. 

34. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover or know that any emotional 

injuries or condition he suffered from were a result of the childhood sexual abuse of JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

35. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE repressed memories of the childhood sexual 

abuse committed upon him by JOHN CALICOTT. 

36. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE knew of no relationship between the abuse by 

JOHN CALICOTT and the current emotional injury from which he suffers. 

37. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not appreciate that his current condition and 

problems were, in fact, injuries. 

38. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover: (a) that the condition he now 

suffers from was an injury; or (b) that the condition was caused by the sexual abuse of JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

Negligence of the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHJCAGO 

39. Jn 1975, 1976, and 2004 and at all relevant times, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 

CHJCAGO owed a duty of care to protect the members of its parish including JOHN DOE to 

5 



properly supervise its employee JOHN CALICOTT. 

40. On and prior to 1975, and at all relevant times, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 

CHICAGO knew or should have known that JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused children. 

41. On and prior to 1975, the CA THO UC BISHOP OF CHICAGO knew or should have 

known that JOHN CALICOTT had a particular unfitness for his positions at the Saint Ailbe's 

Catholic Elementary School so as to create a risk of harm to the youth parishioners. 

42. In 1975, 1976, and at all relevant times, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO 

owed a duty of care to JOHN DOE to terminate JOHN CALICOTT when it knew or should have 

known that JOHN CALICOTT was a threat to the parishioners and youth of the Saint Ailbe's 

Catholic Elementary School. 

43. On and prior to 1995, the CATHOLJC BISHOP OF CHICAGO knew or should have 

known that JOHN CALICOTT had a particular unfitness for his position at Holy Angel Parish. 

44. On and prior to 2004, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO knew or should have 

known that JOHN CALICOTT had a particular unfitness for sleeping al the rectory of Holy Angel 

Parish, and for lecturing students al the school. 

45. That the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO knew or should have known that 

allowing JOHN CALICOTT to sleep in the Holy Angels rectory and lecture lo the children al Holy 

Angels would cause emotional distress to children previously sexually abused by JOHN 

CALJCOTT, including JOHN DOE. 

Actual and Constructive Notice of the Catholic Bishop of Chicago 
of the Sexual Abuse Committed bv John Calicott 

46. In 1975, 1976, and 2004, mulliple employees of the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 
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CHICAGO, other than JOHN CALICOTT, knew that children were being sexually abused by JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

47. On and after 1975, 1976, and 2004,, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO. by 

and through its agents and/or employees, was negligent in one of more of the following respects: 

a. Failing to supervise JOHN CALICOTT in 1975; or 

b. Failing to supervise JOHN CALICOTT in 1976; or 

c. Failing to supervise JOHN CALICOTT in 2004; or 

d. Failing to investigate JOHN CALICOTT prior to 
1975, when it knew or should have known that JOHN 
CALICOTT was sexually abusing children attending 
the Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary School; or 

e. Failing to terminate JOHN CALICOTT prior to 1975, 
when it had actual know ledge oft he sexual abuse 

committed by JOHN CALICOTT upon children; or 

f. Failing to permanently remove JOHN CALICOTT 
from his priestly position and from all contact with 
children when it knew or should have known that 
JOHN CALICOTT was sexually abusing minors on a 
repeated and systematic basis; or 

g. Allowing JOHN CALICOTT to continue contact with 
students after being removed from his duties in 2002, 
including but not limited to· allowing him to sleep in 
the rectory at Holy A nge.l Parish and to I ecture to 
students. 

48. As a proximate result of one or more of the foregoing negligent acts and/or omissions, 

plaintiff JOHN DOE was sexually abused in Chicago, Illinois; has endured and will in the future · 

endure tremendous mental suffering and psychological injuries. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, JOHN DOE demands judgment against Defendant, CATHOLIC 
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BISHOP OF CHICAGO, in such sum in excess of the jurisdictional limit of the Law Di\'ision of the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, as shall represent fair and just compensation. 



Count II 
Failure to Exercise Reasonable Care to Control its Employee 

Catholic Bishop of Chicago - John Doe 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, by his attorneys, . complaining of 

defendant, CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, pleading hypothetically and in the alternative, 

states: 

Backeround 

1. On or about 1975, 1976 and 2004, and at all times material, CATHOLIC BISHOP 

OF CHICAGO was a duly licensed Illinois corporation. 

2. On or about 1975, 1976 and 2004, and at all times material, CATHOLIC BJSHOP 

OF CHICAGO maintained, controJled, operated and managed elementary schools, including SAJNT 
' . 

Ailbe's CATHOLIC ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL which had a rectory on the premises. 

3. On and after I 975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHJCAGO was a religious 

institution which provided, inter alia, help, spiritual guidance and counseling to its parishioners. 

4. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BJSHOP OF CHJCAGO owned and 

operated an elementary school (hereinafter referenced to as the "Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary 

School") located at the intersection of 91 '1 Street and Harper in Chicago, County of Cook, State of 

Illinois. 

5. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO employed 

JOHN CALICOTT as an associate pastor to work at Saint Ailbe's Parish and Elementary School. 

6. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO employed 

individuals other than JOHN CALICOTT to work full time at the Saint Ailbe' s Catholic Elementary 

School on a daily basis. 
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7. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO had the 

authority to directly supervise and control its employee JOHN CALICOTT. 

8. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO had the 

authority to tenninate its employee, JOHN CALICOTT. 

Sexual Abuse of Minors 

9. On and after January, 1975, JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused multiple children 

who were students or parishioners of the Saint Ailbe's Parish and/or Catholic Elementary School. 

I 0. The aforesaid sexual abuse included, but was not limited to, touching of genitalia, 

fondling genitalia, and/or oral sex with these minors. 

1 I. On and after January, 1975, JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused multiple children 

from the Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary School in and around Chicago, Illinois. including JOHN 

DOE. 

Lack of Knowledge of John Doe V 

12. That JOHN DOE's date ofbirth is December 16, 1961. 

13. That JOHN DOE was sexually abused by JOHN CALJCOTT in 1975 and 1976 on 

multiple occasions. 

14. That JOHN DOE is currently a member and parishioner in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago. 

15. That in 1995, JOHN CALJCOTT'S conduct was reported to the CATHOLIC 

BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

16. That in 1995 the Archdiocese contacted JOHN DOE 10 confim1 the allegations of 

abuse against JOHN CALICOTT. 

10 
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17. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT was removed from his priestly duties at Holy 

Angels Church 

18. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT was reinstated by the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 

CHJCAGO. 

19. Sometime in 2002, JOHN CALICOTT was again removed from his priestly duties 

and assigned to a residence in Mundelien. 

20. While assigned to the residence in Mundelien, JOHN CALICOTT was assigned to 

a monitor whose role was to ensure that JOHN CALICOTT did not resume his priestly duties. 

21. In 2002 the monitor assigned to JOHN CALICOTT was an agent and/or employee 

of the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

22. That at all times relevant to this action, the monitor assigned to JOHN CALICOTT 

was acting within the scope and course of his/her agency and/or employment relationship with the 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

23. That on or about January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT came forward to declare his 

innocence in relation to abuse of children. 

24. That on or about January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT has returned to Holy Angels 

Parish and slept in the rectory on numerous occasions. 

25. That on or about January 2004, Reverend Robert Miller was a pastor at Holy Angels 

Parish. 

26. That on or about January 2004, Reverend Robert Miller knew or should have known 

that JOHN CALICOTT had been relieved of his priestly duties. 

27. That regardless of this knowledge, Reverend Robert Miller allowed JOHN 
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CALICOTT to sleep in the rectory at Holy Angels Parish on numerous occasions. 

28. That regardless of this knowledge, Reverend Robert Miller allowed JOHN 

CALICOTT to lecture to students. 

29. That Reverend Robert Miller is an agent and/or employee of CATHOLIC BISHOP 

OF CHICAGO. 

30. That at all times relevant to this action, Reverend Robert Miller was acting within the 

scope and course of his agency and/or employment relationship with the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 

CHICAGO. 

31. That sometime in January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT lectured to students on sex in a 

health class at Holy Angel Parish School. 

32. Prior to 2004, JOHN DOE, did not know that he suffered emotional injury caused by 

the childhood sexual abuse committed by JOHN CALICOTT. 

33. Prior to January 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover that he suffered emotional injury 

caused by the childhood sexual abuse committed by JOHN CALICOTT. 

34. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover or know that any emotional 

injuries or condition he suffered from were a result of the childhood sexual abuse of JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

35. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE repressed memories of the childhood sexual 

abuse committed upon him by JOHN CALICOTT. 

36. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE knew of no relationship between the abuse by 

JOHN CALICOTT and the current emotional injury from which he suffers. 

37. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not appreciate that his current condition and 
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problems were, in fact, injuries. 

38. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover: (a) that the condition he now 

suffers from was an injury; or (b) that the condition was caused by the sexual abuse of JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

Failure to Exercise Reasonable Care to Control Emplovee 

39. · During 1975, the sexual abuse of JOHN DOE occurred, i11fer alia, in the rectory at 

St. Ailbe's Parish. The aforesaid sexual abuse by JOHN CAUCOTT occurred while JOHN 

CALICOTT was a full time supervisory level employee and servant of the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 

CHICAGO. 

40. On and after 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO knew that it had the 

authority to control JOHN CALICOTT including, but not limited to, the right to tem1inate him 

and/or revoke his clerical privileges. 

41. On and after1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO knew or should have 

known the necessity to control its supervisory level employee, JOHN CALICOTT. 

42. On and after 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO owed the youth at Saint 

Ailbe's Parish and School, including JOHN DOE, a duty of care to control its own employees. 

43. On and after 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO owed the youth at Saint 

Ailbe's Parish and School, including JOHN DOE, a duty to protect them from harm committed by 

its agents and/or .employees. 

44. On and after 1975, and all times relevant, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO 

was negligent and breached its duties to JOHN DOE by failing to control its employee, JOHN 

CALICOTT, in one or more of the following respects: 
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a. Allowed JOHN CALICOTT to take custody of 
children, including JOHN DOE; or 

b. Placed JOHN CALICOTT, a sexual predator. in a 
position to supervise minors, including JOHN DOE; 
or 

c. Placed minors in the custody and control of JOHN 
CALICOTT, a sexual predator; or 

d. Placed JOHN CALICOTT, a sexual predator, in a 
position of trust or confidence with minors, including 
JOHN DOE. 

45. As a proximate result of one or more of the foregoing negligent acts and/or omissions_, 

plaintiff JOHN DOE was sexually abused in Chicago, Illinois; has endured and will in the future 

endure tremendous mental suffering and psychological injuries. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, JOHN DOE demands judgment against Defendant, CA THOLJC 

BISHOP OF CHICAGO, in such sum in excess of the jurisdictional limit of the Law Division of the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, as shall represent fair and just compensation. 
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Count Ill 
Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress 

JOHN CALICOTT & CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO- John Doe 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, by his attorneys, . complaining of 

defendants, JOHN CALICOTT and CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, pleading hypothetically 

and in the alternative, states: 

Backeround 

I. On or about 1975, 1976, and 2004, and at all times material, CATHOLIC BISHOP 

OF CHICAGO was a duly licensed Jllinois corporation. 

2. On or about J 975, 1976, and 2004, and at all times material, CATHOLIC BISHOP 

OF CHICAGO maintained, controlled, operated and managed elementary schools, including SAINT 

Ailbe's CATHOLIC ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL which had a rectory on the premises. 

3. On and afterl975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO was a religious 

institution which provided, inter alia, help, spiritual guidance and counseling to its parishioners. 

4. On and after January,1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO owned and 

operated an elementary school (hereinafter referenced to as the "Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary 

School") located at the intersection of91" Street and Harper in Chicago, County of Cook, State of 

Illinois. 

5. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO employed 

JOHN CALICOTT as an associate pastor to work at Saint Ailbe's Parish and Elementary School. 

6. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLJC BISHOP OF CHICAGO employed 

individuals other than JOHN CALJCOTT to work full time at the Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary 
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School on a daily basis. 

7. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHIC AGO had the 

authority to directly supervise and control its employeeJOHN CALICOTT. 

8. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO had the 

authority to terminate its employee, JOHN CALICOTT. 

Sexual Abuse of Minors 

9. On and after January, 1975, JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused multiple children 

who were students or parishioners of the Saint Ailbe's Parish and/or Catholic Elementary School. 

l 0. The aforesaid sexual abuse included, but was not limited to, touching of genitalia. 

fondling genitalia, and/or oral sex with these minors. 

11. On and after January, 1975, JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused multiple children 

from the Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary School in and around Chicago, lllinois, including JOHN 

DOE. 

Lack of Knowledge of John Doe V 

12. That JOHN DOE's date of birth is December 16, 1961. 

13. That JOHN DOE was sexually abused by JOHN CALICOTT in 1975 and 1976 on 

multiple occasions. 

14. That JOHN DOE is currently a member and parishioner in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago. 

15. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT'S conduct was reported to the CATHOLIC 

BISHOP OF CHJCAGO. 

16. That in 1995 the Archdiocese contacted JOHN DOE to confirm the allegations of 
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abuse against JOHN CALICOTT. 

17. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT was removed from his priestly duties at Holy 

Angels Church 

18. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT was reinstated by the CA THO UC BISHOP OF 

CHJCAGO. 

19. Sometime in 2002, JOHN CALICOTT was again removed from his priestly duties 

and assigned to a residence in Mundelien. 

20. While assigned to the residence in Mundelien, JOHN CALICOTT was assigned to 

a monitor whose role was to ensure that JOHN CALICOTT did not resume his priestly duties. 

21. In 2002 the monitor assigned to JOHN CALICOTT was an agent and/or employee 

of the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

22. That at all times relevant to this action, the monitor assigned to JOHN CALICOTT 

was acting within the scope and course of his/her agency and/or employment relationship with t.he 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHJCAGO. 

23. That on or about January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT came forward to declare his 

innocence in relation to abuse of children. 

· 24. That on or about January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT has returned to Holy A.ngels 

Parish and slept in the rectory on numerous occasions. 

25. That on or about January 2004, Reverend Robert Miller was a pastor at Holy Angels 

Parish. 

26. That on or about January 2004, Reverend Robert Miller knew or should have known 

that JOHN CALICOTT had been relieved of his priestly duties. 
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27. That regardless of this knowledge, Reverend Robert Miller allo\\'ed JOH:!\ 

CALICOTT to sleep in the rectory at Holy Angels Parish on numerous occasions. 

28. That regardless of this knowledge, Reverend Robert Miller allowed JOHN 

CALICOTT to lecture to students. 

29. That Reverend Robert Miller is an agent and/or employee of CA THOLJC BISHOP 

OF CHICAGO. 

30. That at all times relevant to this action, Reverend Robert Miller was acting within the 

scope and course of his agency and/or employment relationship with the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 

CHICAGO. 

3 I. That sometime in January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT lectured to students on sex in a 

health class at Holy Angel Parish School. 

32. Prior to 2004, JOHN DOE, did not know that he suffered emotional injury caused by 

the childhood sexual abuse committed by JOHN CALICOTT. 

33. Prior to January 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover that he suffered emotional injury 

caused by the childhood sexual abuse committed by JOHN CALICOTT. 

34. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover or know that any emotional 

injuries or condition he suffered from were a result of the childhood sexual abuse of JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

35. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE repressed memories of the childhood sexual 

abuse committed upon him by JOHN CALICOTT. 

36. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE knew of no relationship between the abuse by 

JOHN CALICOTT and the current emotional injury from which he suffers. 
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37. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not appreciate that his current condition and 

problems were, in fact, injuries. 

38. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover: (a) that the condition he now 

suffers from was an injury; or (b) that the condition was caused by the sexual abuse of JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress 

39. On and after 1975, 1976, and 2004, JOHN CALICOTT owed a duty of care to JOHN 

DOE by virtue of their relationship. 

40. On and after 1975, 1976, and 2004, JOHN CALICOTT breached the aforesaid duty 

owed to JOHN DOE when he knowingly and intentionally sexually abused him in and around 

Chicago, Jllinois and when he returned to Holy Angels Rectory in 2004 and began lecturing to 

students at Holy Angels School. 

41. On and after 1975, 1976, and 2004, CATHOUC BISHOP OF CHICAGO owed a 

duty of care to JOHN DOE by virtue of their relationship. 

42. On and after 1975, 1976, and 2004, CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO breached 

the aforesaid duty owed to JOHN DOE when it allowed JOHN CALICOTT 10 knowingly and 

intentionally sexually abused him in and around Chicago, Jllinois and when it allowed JOHN 

CALICOTT to return to Holy Angels Rectory in 2004 and lecture to students at Holy Angels School. 

43. As a direct and proximate result of the foregoing breaches, plaintiff JOHN DOE was 

injured; has endured and will in the future endure tremendous mental suffering and psychological 

mJunes 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, JOHN DOE demands judgment against Defendants, JOHN 

19 



CALICOTT, and CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHJCAGO, and each of them, in such sum in excess of 

the jurisdictional limit of the Law Division of the Circuit Cou11 of Cook County, as shall represent 

fair and just compensation. 
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Count JV 
Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress 

JOHN CALICOTT & CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO- John Doe 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, by his attorneys, . complaining of 

defendants, JOHN CALICOTT and CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, pleading hypothetically 

and in the alternative, states: 

Background 

1. On or about 1975, 1976, and 2004, and at all times material, CATHOLIC BISHOP 

OF CHJCAGO was a duly licensed Illinois corporation. 

2. On or about 1975, 1976, and 2004, and at alltimes material, CATHOLIC BISHOP 

OF CHICAGO maintained, controlled, operated and managed elementary schools, includingSAfNT 

Ailbe's CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL which had a rectory on the premises. 

3. On and after 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO was a religious 

institution which provided, inter a/ia, help, spiritual guidance and counseling to its parishioners. 

4. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO owned and 

operated an elementary school (hereinafter referenced to as the "Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary 

School") located at the intersection of91" Street and Harper in Chicago, County of Cook. State of 

Illinois. 

5. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO employed 

JOHN CALICOTT as an associate pastor to work at Saint Ailbe's Parish and Elementary School. 

6. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO employed 

individuals other than JOHN CALICOTT to work full time at the Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary 
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School on a daily basis. 

7. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO had the 

authority to directly supervise and control its employee JOHN CALICOTT. 

8. On and after January, 1975, the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO had the 

authority to tenninate its employee, JOHN CALICOTT. 

Sexual Abuse of Minors 

9. On and after January, 1975, JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused multiple children 

who were students or parishioners of the Saint Ailbe's Parish and/or Catholic Elementary School. 

I 0. The aforesaid sexual abuse included, but was not limited to, touching of genitalia, 

fondling genitalia, and/or oral sex with these minors. 

11. On and after January, 1975, JOHN CALICOTT sexually abused multiple children 

from the Saint Ailbe's Catholic Elementary School in and around Chicago, Illinois. including JOHN 

DOE. 

Lack of Knowledge of John Doe V 

12. ThatJOHNDOE'sdateofbirthisDecember 16, 1961. 

13. That JOHN DOE was sexually abused by JOHN CALICOTT in 1975 and 1976 on 

multiple occasions. 

14. That JOHN DOE is currently a member and parishioner in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago. 

15. That in I 995, JOHN CALICOTT'S conduct was reported to the CATHOLIC. 

BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

16. That in 1995 the Archdiocese contacted JOHN DOE to confinn the allegations of 
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abuse against JOHN CALJCOTT. 

17. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT was removed from his priestly duties at Holy 

Angels Church 

18. That in 1995, JOHN CALICOTT was reinstated by the CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 

CHICAGO. 

19. Sometime in 2002, JOHN CALICOTT was again removed from his priestly duties 

and assigned to a residence in Mundelien. 

20. While assigned to the residence in Mundelien, JOHN CALICOTT was assigned to 

a monitor whose role was to ensure that JOHN CALICOTT did not resume his priestly duties. 

21. In 2002 the monitor assigned to JOHN CALICOTT was an agent and/or employee 

of the CATHOLICBISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

22. That at all times relevant to this action, the monitor assigned to JOHN CALICOTT 

was acting within the scope and course of his/her agency and/or employment relationship with the 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

23. That on or about January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT came forward to declare his 

innocence in relation to abuse of children. 

24. That on or about January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT has returned to Holy Angels 

Parish and slept in the rectory on numerous occasions. 

25. That on or about January 2004, Reverend Robert Miller was a pastor at Holy Angels 

Parish. 

26. That on or about January 2004, Reverend Robert Miller knew or should have known 

that JOHN CALICOTT had been relieved of his priestly duties. 
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27. That regardless of this knowledge, Reverend Robert Miller allowed JOH!\ 

CALICOTT to sleep in the rectory at Holy Angels Parish on numerous occasions. 

28. That regardless of this knowledge, Reverend Robert Miller allowed JOHN 

CALICOTT to lecture to students. 

29. That Reverend Robert Miller is an agent and/or employee of CA THOLJC BISHOP 

OF CHICAGO. 

30. That at all times relevant to this action, Reverend Robert Miller was acting within the 

scope and course of his agency and/or employment relationship with the CA THO UC BISHOP OF 

CHJCAGO. 

31. That sometime in January 2004, JOHN CALICOTT lectured to students on sex in a 

health class at Holy Angel Parish School. 

32. Prior to 2004, JOHN DOE, did not know that he suffered emotional injury caused by 

the childhood sexual abuse committed by JOHN CALICOTT. 

33. Prior to January 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover that he suffered emotional injury 

caused by the childhood sexual abuse committed by JOHN CALICOTT. 

34. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover or know that any emotional 

injuries or condition he suffered from were a result of the childhood sexual abuse of JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

35. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE repressed memories of the childhood sexual 

abuse committed upon him by JOHN CALICOIT. 

36. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE knew of no relationship between the abuse by 

JOHN CAUCOTT and the current emotional injury from which he suffers. 
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37. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not appreciate that his current condition and 

problems were, in fact, injuries. 

38. Prior to January, 2004, JOHN DOE did not discover: (a) that the condition he now 

suffers from was an injury; or (b) that the condition was caused by the sexual abuse of JOHN 

CALICOTT. 

Ne2li2ent Infliction of Emotional Distress 

39. On and after 1975, 1976, and2004, JOHN CALICOTT owed a duty of care to JOHN 

DOE by virtue of their relationship. 

40. On and after 1975, 1976, and 2004, JOHN CALICOTT breached the aforesaid duty 

owed to JOHN DOE when he negligently sexually abused him in and around Chicago, Illinois and 

when he returned to Holy Angels Rectory in 2004 and began lecturing to students at Holy Angels 

School. 

4 I. On and after I 975, I 976, and 2004, CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO owed a 

duty of care to JOHN DOE by virtue of their relationship. 

42. On and after 1975, 1976, and 2004, CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO breached 

the aforesaid duty owed to JOHN DOE when it negligently allowed JOHN CALICOTT to knowingly 

and intentionally sexually abused him in and around Chicago, Illinois and when it negligently 

allowed JOHN CALICOTT to return to Holy Angels Rectory in2004 and lecture to students at Holy 

Angels School. 

43. As a direct and proximate result of the foregoing breaches, plaintiff JOHN DOE was 

injured; has endured and will in the future endure tremendous mental suffering and psychological 

mJunes 
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WHEREFORE, plaintiff, JOHN DOE demands judgment against Defendants, JOHN 

CALICOTT, and CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, and each of them, in such sum in excess of 

the jurisdictional limit of the Law Division of the Circuit Court of Cook County, as shall. represent 

fair and just compensation. 

By: 
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Holy Angels Church / 607 E Oakwood Blvd /.Chicago IL 60653 
773-624-5375 (church) 773-624-8393 (fax) 

Francis Cardirial George O.M.I. 
Archbishop's-Residence 
1555 N. Sta~e Parkway 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Dear Cardinal George, 
co PY 

Greetings once again in the good Lord. ay that this letter finds 
you well and being blessed with all good Grace and Blessings from our great 
God. 

I write today to thank you for the conversation we had Sunday evening 
about my frustration and anger at the media's treatment of this delicate 
situation and myself, and our conversation in general about the Holy Angels 
situation. I was glad to have the opportunity to reassure you that I have 
indeed complied with your personal request of January 23 not to speak to the 
media about this volatile situation. We spoke about both Jay Levine's pure 
dishonesty in leading John into the Feb 28 interview, and then the Tribune's 
deception in purporting to have "interviewed" me personally. I thought that 
the level of deceitfulness and antagonism towards the Church by some in the 
media had ceased to surprise me, but this week truly showed me how they will 
use anyone to earn ratings and "a story". 

I also tried to describe for you the volatile situation here at Holy 
Angels, and the reasons why some here express such strongly vocal support 
for Fr. John Calicott. This includes the fact that as black folk they are 
defe~sive about their popular black leader in a church that has had 30 years 
of black pastors & priests; the fact that dozens and dozens of people claim 
to have heard(and indeed signed multiple affidavits to assert such fact) the 
accuser deny that anything happened; and the existence of a independent 
channel 9 interview reporting that their conversation with this accuser made 
similar denials. The fact that John grew up here, went to school here, still 
has family and friends here further deepens the bond of connectedness many 
have. 

However, as a result of the unfortunately dramatic and climactic events 
of the past several weeks, as well as our conversation, I am focusing now 
towards the delicate future of expressing to our troubled membership honest, 
simple truths about ours and John's future. I believe that I have a distinct 
advantage in doing this because of the trust built up with many over the 
past 8 years of my time here. The members here now need a strong, confident 
voice they trust urging them to look past this crisis - not to leave the 
Church, staying prayerful and focused on the Lord, remaining united in 
mission, purpose and sacrament. This is my goal and intention during my 
remaining time here. 

Finally, however, we did not in our conversation get to discuss my 
personal plans for the future. For quite some time, it has been my desire to 
be pastor on my own - indeed you may recall that on Feb 2, 2002 I wrote 
requesting St. James, and then in the spring of 2003 I began the process of 
applying for St. Ailbe's but was halted when Fr. Breslin's 12 years were 
extended for 2 more. I wish to re-iterate again my desire to be pastor 
elsewhere, and believe that I have a plan which can work to all our mutual 
benefits. I would ask that I be allowed to remain here as Administrator 
until the end of 2004 (at the latest January 2005) which would help bring 
stability and healing to a wounded situation here; and then be allowed to 
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.,, 
take a 3-4 month much-needed sabbatical, prior to applying for a parish in 
the spring of 2005. I have already had a very preliminary conversation with 
Clem on the Personnel Board about this, and expect to have the same with 
Bishop Perry soon as well. 

Your Eminence, I thank you again for our conversation of Sunday 
evening. In these very difficult times, when we are seemingly being called 
to walk through our own passion with Jesus Christ, I pray that we may indeed 
find Resurrection joy, healing and freedom in our Faith and Hope. I pray 
that the future will bring continued blessings for both of us, our 
ministries and our Archdiocese. 

Cc: Fr. Jim Kazczorowski 
Bp. Joseph Perry 

Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

Rev. Robert Miller 
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, Ex-Holy Angels priest sued for alleged abuse 
BY CATHLEE~~~ !J(q In 1995, after Calicott ii Holy Angels, even lectur-

Religio1i Reporter ing school children about 
sexuality. George has 
since forbidden Calicott 
from going to the parish 
or having any contact with 
children. In the wake of 
this latest rebuke, Calicott 
has denied publicly on nu
merous occasions having 
committed any sexual 
misconduct with minors 
in the past. 

A 42-year-old man filed a lawsuit 
Monday against the Rev. John .Cali
cott, a suspended Roman Catholic 
priest, and the Archdiocese of Chi
cago, alleging that the priest sexu
ally abused him when he was a stu
dent at St. Ailbe parish in the 19.70s. 

The man, who filed the lawsuit 
under the name "John Doet said 
Calicott, now 56, sexually abused 
him on multiple occasions in 1975 
and 1976, according to the suit. He's 
seeking in excess of $50,000 in dam
ages for emotional distress. 

Doe is one of two men who com
plained in 1994 to archdiocesan offi
cials about the alleged abuse, 
prompting the late Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin to remove Calicott from 
ministry at Holy Angels parish, 
where he had been pastor since 
1992. Calicott was an assistant priest 
at St. Ailbe at the time of the alleged 

·abuse. 

and at 
the behest of Holy Angels 
parishioners who begged 
for his return, Bernardin 
reinstated Calicott at Holy 
Angels, saying he did not 
believe the priest was a 
threat to children. 

John Calicott 
Suspended 

It was a combination of 
revelations of his lecturing pupils in 
a Holy Angels classroom and his 
public denials of wrongdoing that 
led Doe to file a lawsuit against Cal
icott and the archdiocese, said his 
attorney, 

Calicott served again as 
pastoi: of Holy Angels until June 
2002, when Cardinal Francis George 
once again removed the priest from 
ministry because new church law 
governing the handling of cases of 
clergy sex abuse went into effect, 
barring any priest with a past allega
tion of abuse against him from any 
public ministry. 

In January, a Sun-Times report 
revealed that despite having been 
removed from ministry, Calicott had 
been spending much of his time at 

"He's very upset that the archdio
cese would allow [Calicott] to have 
contact with children," -said. 

Calicott did not return a request 
for comment Monday left at the 
Mundelein Seminary retreat where 
he now lives. 

3rd man accuses priest of sex abuse 
By James Janega 
T ~_:staff reporter 3 J °J 

Days after two men publicly 
accused Rev. John Calicott of 
sexually abusing them as mi
nors, a third alleged victim 
filed a civil suit Monday 
against the South Side priest 

· and the Catholic Archdiocese 
. of Chicago. 
; All three men say they took 
~

1 
action because they are angry 
over Calicott's recent state
ments of denial and at the 

,archdiocese;s handling of the 

I Calicott case. 
. Calicott was removed from 

· r·· ministry at Holy Angels Par
ish on the South Side in the 
mid-1990s over abuse allega
tions from two men. One of 
them, 40-year-old lilililliilllliiil 
ley, spoke publicly last week 
about the accusations, saying 
the priest had repeatedly as
saulted him over two years in 
the 1970s. 

The other man is the 42-
...... 

··.:. 

40, also 
came forward last week to say 
that Calicott had abused him, 
but said he had not previously 
reported his allegations. 

The lawsuit filed in Cook 
County Circuit Court alleges 
that, beginning in January 
1975, Calicott "sexually 

·abused multiple children"
including the plaintiff-from 
St. Ailbe Catholic School but 
gives no details of the abuse. 
Calicott was an associate pas
tor at St. Ailbe Parish at the 
time. 

Under rules in place in the 
1990s, Cardinal Joseph Ber
nardin allowed Calicott to re
turn to ministry at Holy An
gels after he admitted to the 
abuses and after officials de
cided had showed 
he posed no further threat to 
children. 

But new Catholic sexual
abuse guidelines established 
in 2002 r~quire priests be re
moved from ministry if they 
are found to have committed 
sexual abuse in the past. Cali
cott was removed again but 
has appealed to the Vatican to 
be reinstated. 

Earlier this year, Calicott 
said he "denied doing what the 
boy said" he did. Parishioners 
at Holy Angels have rallied to 
Calicott's support, and it re
cently was revealed that Cali
cott had been staying at the 
Holy Angels rectory and had 
addressed pupils at the parish 
school in December. 

- said his client "was 
angered by the fact that Father 
Calicott was denying it, and he 
was angered by the fact that 
the archdiocese was allowing 
Father Calicott to have con
tact with children." 

A spokesman for the archdi
ocese declined comment on 
the lawsuit. 

.,~ 

. "' 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 ;(\\ 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator~ 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

March 14, 2004 

PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests met with Rev. John Calicott at 
the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House on February 23, 2004. The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss the revised Individual Specific Protocols that are asked to be signed by 
March 31, 2004. 

PRA initiated discussion regarding the Individual Specific Protocols that were hand 
delivered to the retreat house for Fr. Calicott on January 26, 2004. Fr. Kaczorowski then 
informed Fr. Calicott of the possibility that Cardinal George may choose to reduce one's 
salary if the monitoring protocols are not followed. 

Fr. Calicott very calmly informed Fr. Kaczorowski that he would "make it a public 
nightmare for the Cardinal if he tries to cut my salary." He continued by informing Fr. 
Kaczorowski and PRA that he "is not convinced with the canons he [Cardinal George] is 
using." In response, Fr. Kaczorowski suggested to Fr. Calicott that he discuss such 
concerns with his canonical advocate. 

Fr. Calicott shared his view that "cutting my salary and making me get a job will make 
the church look very, very bad." He informed Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA that his brother 
and his wife are renewing their vows at Holy Angels in March 2004 and that he plans to 
be in attendance. Fr. Kaczorowski advised Fr. Calicott to discuss the situation with 
Cardinal George. 

Fr. Calicott continued, "Until someone tells me I'm a risk to children, I will continue to 
do what I'm doing." In response, Fr. Kaczorowski referred to Fr. Calicott's actions of 
teaching sex education classes at Holy Angels school despite being withdrawn from 
ministry. Fr. Calicott acknowledged Fr. Kaczorowski's reference to Holy Ang~ls and 
stated that he [Fr. Calicott] would "do it [teach at Holy Angels despite his status of 
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. .2 . Memo to File -PFR-13 
March 14, 2004 
Page 2 

'withdrawn'] again." Fr. Kaczorowski then suggested that Fr. Calicott have a one on one 
discussion with Cardinal George, to which he responded, "I'll think about it." 

Fr. Calicott then spoke of his "dog and other belongings" that are still at Holy Angels and 
that "the Cardinal's name will be mud in the black community [if Cardinal George cuts 
his salary]." He then shared his own "solution" regarding clerics who are accused of 
sexual misconduct of minors. Fr. Calicott referred back to past monitoring in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and " ... to work with victims and accused." He spoke of 
working towards "healing" for both victims and accused and " ... to return those to 
ministry who can." Fr. Calicott shared his opinion that "I do not feel that the no tolerance 
policy is right [any cleric with at least one substantiated allegation of sexual misconduct 
of a minor may no longer function as a priest]." Fr. Kaczorowski responded to Fr. 
Calicott by suggesting that he share his feelings with his canonical advocate and with 
Rome. Fr. Calicott informed Fr. Kaczorowski that he has already done so. 

Fr. Kaczorowski initiated a conversation regarding the.period of time canonical trials 
may take, to which Fr. Calicott shared his feeling, "We [the Archdiocese of Chicago] had 
a system [involving cases concerning abuse of minors by clerics] that worked ... [and that 
the Archdiocese] should go back [to the 'system']." Fr. Calicott informed PRA and Fr. 
Kaczorowski, "I'm doing this [speaking against his removal; monitoring] for my 
people ... for Holy Angels ... for black people ... " Fr. Calicott also confirmed for Fr. 
Kaczorowski that he has his own press people. 

When asked by PRA, Fr. Calicott stated that health-wise, he is "doing much better." • 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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MAR I 3 2004 
COPY 

TRAVEL/VACATION NOTIFICATION . . 'd cument trom the mes ot 
ot an ongma o lT 

r.s: Of PROFESS\ONAL RESPONS\Bl~ 
c] has infonned this officPfif!\.1ie~S£dlCAGO 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL R ., " ~ J I ."'I"'. 

'Ibis.bi.l~ip_k stamp\ 
[destination address and contact pbou"' ~-'Hat eaPV 

;~f1W4. '2btf [departure date] through/~•;4 g1.1q;' [return date). 

[name of travel monitor]. [name of 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of 

~d .... ct .... c.._,+C_.,_M .. i.-t&M..__ __ [name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

{see attached co17espondence] 

l. 

presence o [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. [name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of dg_/,,,_ CaJ.;t«;t [cleric name] over 

[aforementioned time frame). 

3. As previously noted, the date of return to J11J..,.._ C,\.~ff 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for~:4 :l~(J,t/ [aforementioned return date]. 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, t11e date may be 

changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be ,----, 
I 

ale c ntact PRA at [312) 751-5205. 
I' 

Cleric Signature Date: JJ.;}'f~«ttl~ 3'2.1),Y 

PRA Signatur. . , 6S., Date: 3( ( l\ { 04 
A copy of this document will be provided to the cl ric. he original will be placed in the cle1ic's file 
in the Office of Professional Res1>onsibility and a iJI be placed in the cledc's file in the Vicar 
for Priests' Office. 
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3125424933 UICAR OF PRIESTS 

FAX 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE 

645 N. Michigan, Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

To: *~ 
From:O,,.T' 

Fax Number:· 

Date: 3/t.rj~ 
Number of pages including cover sheet: 

MESSAGE: 

041 P01 MAR 15 '04 15:42 

REceuveo 

MAR 1 5 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE 

DFFICE OF PROFESSIO OF CHICAGO 
NAL RESPONSIBILITY 

_URGENT _FOR YOUR REVIEW _REPLY ASAP _COMMENT 

,. 
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3126424933 VICAR OF PRIESTS 

Off: (312) 642·1837 
Fax:(S12)842-4933 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, IWNOIS 60611 

MEMO 

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert 
Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway 
Mr. Jimmy Lago 
Dr. Carol Fowler 
Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Reverend Thomas A. Tivy 
Reverend Daniel A. Smilanic 
Reverend Anthony Talarico 
Reverend Edmund J. Siedlecki 

Reverend James T. Kaczorowski 

March 15, 2004 

Residents at Koenig Hall 

041 P02 MAR 15 '04 16:42 

RECEIVED 

MAR 1 5 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE D . 

OFFICE DF PROFESSION F CHICAGO 
AL RESPONSIBILITY 

Attached is a copy of the letter sent by Francis Cardinal George to each of the residents at 
Koenig Hall, Cardinal Snitch Retreat House. 

AOC 011387 · 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois (,0690-1979 

Rev. John Calicott 
POBox455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear Father Calicott, 

March 15, 2004 

I would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the Most Reverend Raymond E. 
Goedert will assume the responsibilities of interim monitor at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat 
House, Koenig Hall, effective Tuesday, March 16, 2004. While he serves in this 
capacity, Bishop Goedert will reside at the retreat house. I am deeply grateful to him for 
accepting this responsibility at the present time. As this transition occurs, I also wish to 
thank Father Anthony Talarico for having served in the capacity of monitor for the past 
two or more years while, at the same time, performing his primary duties of administrator 
at the retreat house. · 

Sometime within the next two weeks, Bishop Goedert, Father Jim Kaczorowski, my 
Vicar for Priests, and Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator, 
will meet with the residents at Koenig Hall as a group and review the contents of the 
protocol. We are also inviting Father Talarico and Father Siedlecki to be present for this 
meeting since there will be occasions when they will function as monitor in Bishop 
Goedert's absence. 

I am sorry this process is taking so much longer than I believed and expected it would. I 
want to assure you of my prayers for you. Likewise, I ask that you pray for me. May this 
season of Lent be a time of special blessing for you. 

Sincerely, yours in Christ, 

f~.~~ 
Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 

AOC 011388 



Cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert 
Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway 
Mr. Jimmy Lago 
Dr. Carol Fowler 
Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Reverend J aines T. Kaczorowski 
Reverend Thomas A. Tivy 
Reverend Daniel A. Smilanic 
Reverend Anthony Talarico 
Reverend Edmund J. Siedlecki 
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RECEIVED 

MAR 1 8 2004 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO --- ..• _A_R~~piOCtSE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE RE fROfESSlf1'1AL RE8PB~S1Bill l y 

Office of Legal Services 

John C. O'Malley 
Director 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. Michael J. Howlett, Jr. 
Cook County State's Attorney Counsel 
69 West Washington Street, 32nd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

Dear Mr. Howlett: 

March 16, 2004 

RE: 
Date of Birth: unknown 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Tel: (312) 751-5379 
Fax: (312) 751-5252 

mail: jomalley@archchicago.org 

Date of alleged abuse: unknown 

lease be advised that the Archdiocese of Chicago has received an allegation from 
current age unknown, that he was the victim of sexual misconduct 
·est, Rev John Calicott. 

The Archdiocese will conduct an appropriate inquiry and advise you of any 
developments. Mr. - is not currently represented by an attorney. 

JCOM:sm 

cc: Ms. Shauna Boliker 
Ms. Leah Mc Cluskey 
Mr. James A. Serritella 

SC:03SC043\Cook\Letter to State's Attorney Office re 

Very truly yours, 

~£~M1J 
Director of Legal Services 

AOC 011390 



ARCHDKXESE OF CHIC.AGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago .. Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751 -5279 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato(f)\ 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn]~ 

March 19, 2004 

PRA received two messages on March 17, 2004 from Mr regarding an 
allegation of physical misconduct against "Fr. John who was on the news." 

PRA returned Mr. -s phone call today and was able to cl~t the allegation of 
physical misconduct is against Rev. John Calicott. As per Mr.-the physical abuse 
took place when he was in 6th and 7th grades at Holy Name of Mary school. According to 
Archdiocesan Archives, Fr. Calicott ~ned to Holy Name of Mary from June 8, 
1980 through October 27, 1991. Mr.-explained that he saw "Fr. John" on the 
news and had "always thought" that Fr. Calicott had behaved strangely [at Holy Name of 
Mary]. 

PRA explained to Mr.-that it would be determined the appropriate person for him 
to speak with regarding this matter. It was agreed that PRA would contact Mr. - at 
the end of the day after speaking with her Director. 

When asked by PRA, Mr. ~tated that his birthdate i 

Mr.-appreciated the return call and will be expecting PRA's phone call this 
afternoon. He can be reached at 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-13 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator 

Re: Calicott, John (Withdrawn) 

Date: March 20, 2004 

A summary of the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting March 20, 2004: 

• PRA and Fr. Smilanic provided an update on Fr. Calicott 
• Fr. Calicott completed the appropriate paperwork to visit his mother out of state for one 

month 
• New allegation of physical misconduct received against Fr. Calicott 

----------------------------a-l-H 011392 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Members absent: 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, March 20, 2004- 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Revision 

• PRA will have copies of the revised January 10, 2004 Meeting Minutes sent to all Board 
members in the packets for the April 17, 2004 Review Board meeting. 

I. Approval of Minutes -March 20, 2004 
• The Board approved the meeting minutes in a unanimous 5-0 vote. 

II. Update from FEG's decisions from March 20, 2004 Review Board Meeting 
• PRA provided the Review Board with the information that Cardinal George accepted 

and supported their recoinrnendations from March 20, 2004 concerning the following 
matters: , and Calicott. 

ID. Case Reviews 
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MINUTES 
March 20, 2004 
Page2 
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IV. Otherl\tatters 
• 

• 

• PRA and Fr. Smilanic provided an update on Fr. Calicott 

MINlITES 
March 20, 2004 
Page 3 

• Fr. Calicott completed the appropriate paperwork to visit his mother out of state for 
one month 

• New allegation of physical misconduct received against Fr. Calicott 

• 

Next scheduled meeting is April 17, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Members absent: 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, March 20, 2004-9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

• PRA will have copies of the revised January 10, 2004 Meeting Minutes sent to all Board 
members in the packets for the April 17, 2004 Review Board meeting. 

I. Approval of Minutes - March 20, 2004 
• The Board approved the meeting minutes in a unanimous 5-0 vote. 

II.·· Update from FEG's decisions from March 20, 2004 Review Board Meeting 
• PRA provided the Review Board with the information that Cardinal George accepted 

and supported their recommendations from March 20, 2004 concerning the following 
matters: and Calicott. 

m. Case Reviews 

Initial Review: 
A. 
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MINUTES 
March 20, 2004 
Page2 
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IV. Other:M:atters 
• 

• 

• PRA and Fr. Smilanic provided an update on Fr. Calicott 

MINUTES 
March 20, 2004 
Page 3 

• Fr. Calicott completed the appropriate papetw0rk to visit his mother out of state for 
one month 

• New allegation of physical misconduct received against Fr. Calicott 

• 

Next scheduled meeting is April 17, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSffillJTY REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, March 20, 2004- 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - February 21, 2004 

II. Update on decisions made by FEG from 2121/04 

III. Case Reviews 

ill. Other Matters 

• 
• 
• Rev. John Calicott (Withdrawn 2002) - PFR-13 

• 
• 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, April 17, 2004 

AOC 011399 



ARCHDIOC:ISE OF CHICAGO 

Offire of P>ofe.,;oru>I R"ponfilbility ····!': __ ·'. _' __ , .. ·.· ------------P.-0-. B-o-x -19-79 
. ~ . Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

Carol Fowler 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

Laura A. Neri-Palomino 1,..-JJP 

Calicott, Rev. John (Withdrawn) 

March 24, 2004 

Fax: (312) 751-5279 

I have been asked to forward the above allegation of physical misconduct to the Vicar for Priests 
Office. 

Enclosure 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccors~ Assistance Ministry 

AOC 011400 



ARCRDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus 
Most Rev. Raymond E. Goeden 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Leah McCluske~ A _ 

Bishop Goedert~ 

Father JobnCaliC().t,t 

April 20, 2() .. 0,4,, .... ,,~. 

. ::;· <~. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 337-5952 
Fax: (312) 255-1019 

RECEIVED 

APR 2 0 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE DF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPDNSIBIUTY 

I just wanted to let you. know_ that Father Calicott has arrived here at the Retreat House. I 
saw him for the first time at dinner on Saturday, April 17. 

. .. :. . ..... ~ ... 
•• 1" 

AOC 011401 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Auxiliary Bishop Emeriws 
Most Rev. Raymond E. Goedert 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Leah McCluskey~ /J _ 

Bishop Goedert '¥" r 
Logs of Retreat House Residents . 

April 20, 2004 

J. Calicott 

--_, -
)l\C..--'i.:.2-!_LI ~,:;.)\. ..,· 

4/5-18/04 

4/11-17/04 

4/11-17/04 

4/10-18/04 

4/5-11/04 

4/11-17/04 

No Iog submitted 
! 

No log submitted 

3/1-4/18/04 

4/11-17/04 

4/11-17/04 

4/11-18/04 

4/11-17/04 

4/12-18/04 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 337-5952 
Fax: (312) 255-1019 

RECEIVED 

APR 2 0 2004 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, !llinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 /Vi.. 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility AdministratoV 

Calicott, Rev. John 

April 27, 2004 

PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests, contacted Rev. John Calicott via 
phone today. Fr. Kaczorowski had informed PRA that he has received information 
within the last two days that Fr. Calicott has been seen at Holy Angels at least five times 
since he was presented with a Decree signed by Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I on 
January 23, 2004. As included in the Decree, Fr. Calicott is forbidden "from being 
present in any way at any time on the property of Holy Angels parish in Chicago ... [and] 
from being physically within the canonical territorial boundaries of Holy Angels parish in 
Chicago ... " 

Fr. Calicott stated that since being presented with the aforementioned Decree, he has 
been present at Holy Angels parish to pick up his mail and tend to his pets. Fr. 
Kaczorowski clearly communicated to Fr. Calicott that he is not to be present within the 
boundaries of Holy Angels parish at any time until the matter involving the allegations of 
sexual misconduct against him is concluded [canonically]. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Most Rev. Raymond Goedert, Monitor 
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ARCHBISHOP 

QUIGLEY I 03 EAST CHESTN!IT STREET 
Cfl!CAGO, ILLINOIS 606I 1·2093 

312·787·9343 
Fax 312-787-9167 

Website: www.quiglcy.org 
e-mail: inf<X§lquigley.org 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

AOC 011404 



Page 364 
A. 

n. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/14/2004 

5. Hojy Angels: Bob Miller should move from Holy Angels and go to St. Philip Neri. In 
addition to this scenario, the Board recommends that. Thomas Walsh '86 who is done at 
Presentation next year would be an excellent candidate to go to Holy Angels when the 
Calicott situation is settled. 

2 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/21/2004 

Page 377 

E. 

F. 

G. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. Brian Walker OP: The Cardinal has asked Brian to consider Holy Angels when John 
Calicott's situation is settled. 

4 
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Ma~ 24 04 01:20p Cardinal StritchRetreat H 847 566 6082 
RECE1v{o

1 

TRA VELN ACATION NOTIFICATION MAY ·2 5 2004 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
.......,.LL<A__._..a.u ......... .-....- [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be tffi\lieifl'l{feHss10NAL RESPONSIBILITY 

tination address and contact phone number] from 

~lf-41~,1 .212(t,' [departure date] throughzz Vw4/ :l.t)()I{ [return date]. 
r-- . ( ,.... 

Jot1. ~11.!\~htt [name of cleric] will be monitored by 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of 

[name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

[see attached correspondence} 

l. Contacts with minors by Joi U4. (.}_,'l.L~~ [name of cleric] must be in the 

presence o [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2 [name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of JClfuL 6.tL4Ntt- [cleric name] over 

:.;: 1.,£4 f ~ :.J. :l'r. ~r,t [aforementioned time frame]. 

3. As previously noted, the date of return toJoL Cttl'tH 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for £'Al· bi [aforementioned return date]. 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be 

changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be 

Cleric Signature: Date: 2~4fu!'( Z~<J i 

A copy of this document will be provided to the cleric The riginal will be placed in the cle1ic's fi~ 

PRA Signature· . ~ate: , 5{~ l@lf 

in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy w1 be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar ·~,. · 
for Priests' Office. 

Post-it" Fax Note 7671 Date .f'. :z (, 

Co./Dept. Co. 

Phone It ..Jtl, "15'· !510~ Phone# 

Fax# 
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••, .. 
' fl •• · •. ~ .. 

• ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO rR< ~(Fi IS~ ~.!!re rR1 
PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAYROtL~SE1'--UP1 ~ t_O; 

JTJ R 0 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 

~ 

u_f~a~ 
Last Name~dUinitiai 

Active FIT _J(_ Active P/T ___ Active PIT Benefits ___ Position------------

Ordination Date u;?i Transfer to P.C. ____ DateTransfer from Agency/Parish/School# ___ _ 

Dept. Name __________ No. /@?jt:Jff Agency ________ No. lfJ§$'f 

Pay through payroll 

Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

Effective Date: 

$. ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

Total through Payroll $ J~ ?JJ4/ 
Comments ~~ 

Ht 1 ;AotY/ 
Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

Total Non-Payroll 

$. ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

$. ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

Birth Date. ______ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ oc __ SW SL ADM Other Veteran __ 

Home Phone _________ Work Phone __________ Handicap: Yes ___ No. __ _ 

Mailing Address __________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_Name of Dental Plan. _______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Forms attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes __ No __ Amount per year$ ___________ _ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE ...,--------------------
Transfer From _______________ _ To _______________ _ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From---------------- To _______________ _ 

Personnel Services - Interim Salary# Name Parish #, School #, or Agency # 

Transfer From----------------
To ________________ _ 

Location Location 
Termination/Resignation/Date _________ _ Reason ______________ _ 

Agency Director/Date Department Director/Date DirectorA'iuman Resources/Date 

Chancellor/Date Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Created: July, 2000 
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(Rev. 4/12101) CCL 0530 

v. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLil'{OIS ~ 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION ;;\ ,_,,.,:~ ~ l 
;::i,\ . Cl·:::: ..,,, 1' ·•:i re:-· ..... , . 
,c, ~;r:: .-· ' frn 
-~;·\ c-;=:~. - ~ 
~~ -;--.--;::, ~ 
.... ~ -;:.r- ...-' "1"l -' \ j} (;..,,-,.... tit 
·,7u §~~ @ (J) 
:J ~ .. -- Ci " •"' 
~C? <l>O ;:.c a <P. 
:t .. f""\ -r ·=> 
~ 

Plaintiff 

No. 04 L 002661 

JOHN DOE 

Calendar: C 
------------~ 

JOHN CALICOTI 
Defendant 

APPEARANCE 

EJ GENERAL APPEARANCE 0900 .. APPEARANCE- FEE PAID; 0909 - APPEARANCE - NO FEE; 
0904 - APPEARANCE FILED - FEE W AJVED 

0 SPECIAL AND LIMITED APPEARANCE 0905- SPECIAL APPEARANCE- FEE PAID 

0906- SPECIAL APPEARANCE .. NO FEE 

0 JURY DEMAND 1900-APPEARANCE & JURY DEMAND FEE PAID; 1909 APPEARANCE & JURY DEMAND NO FEE 

The undersigned enters the appearance of: 0 Plaintiff 0 Defendant 

JOHN CALICOTI 
(INSERT LITIGANT'S NAME) 

~ INITIAL COUNSEL OF RECORD 

0 ADDITIONAL APPEARANCE 

0 PROSE 

0 SUBSTITUTE APPEARANCE 

A copy of this appearance shall be given to all parties who have appeared ancl have not been found by the Court 
to be in default. 

ATTORNEY 

NAME: Patrick G. Reardon 

AlTORNEYFOR:~Jo=hn=-C==al=ic=o=tt=---------

ADDRESS: 221 N. LaSalle Street. Suite 1938 

CITY /ST ATE/ZIP: Chicago, Illinois 60601 

TELEPHONE: 312-372-5716 

INSURANCE COMPANY: __________ _ 

ATTORNEY NUMBER: -=2=05=-=3;....::8'-----

PROSE 

NAME:-----------------

ADDRESS: ______________ ~ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP:-------------

TELEPHONE: _____________ ~ 

INSURANCE COMPANY: __ _ 

ATTORNEY NUMBER 99500 

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
AOC 011409 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION 

JOHN DOE, ) 
) 

PJaintiff, ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a Corporation ) 
SoJe, lndividuaJJy; JOHN CALICOTT, IndividuaJJy ) 
and as an Agent, and/or Employee of CATHOLIC ) 
BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a Corporation SoJe, ) 

) 
Def end ants. ) 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

04 L 002661 

CaJendar C 

. To: James C. GeoJy 

1:··; 

' 

Burke Warren McKay and 
SerriteJJa PC 
One IBM PJaza 
330. N. Wabash, 22°d FJoor 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

fh 

... 
'' 
' 

JOiCO 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT on the 2-5 day of June, 2004, at~ 

a.m. I shall appear before the Honorable Judge Sharon Johnson Coleman in Room 2001, 
Chicago Daley Center and present the attached Motion to Vacate Any TechnicaJ DefauJts 
and to File Appearance and Motion to Dismiss Instanter. 

Patrick G. Reardon 
Attorney for Defendant John Calicott 
221 North LaSa11e Street, Suite 1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312) 372-5716 
Attorney No. 20538 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Patrick G. Reardon, an attorney, certify that I caused a copy of the foregoing Notice, 

Motion, Motion to Dismiss Plaintiffs Complaint and Appearance to be served upon the above 

mentioned individuals via first class mail this I st day of June, 2004 before 5 :00 p.m. 

[. ~J~ 
Patrick G. Reardon / 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION 

JOHN DOE, ) 
) 

~a~ti~ ) 
) 

TI. ) 

) 
CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHJCAGO, a Corporation ) 
Sole, Individually; JOHN CALICOTT, Indlividually ) 
and as an Agent, and/or Employee of CATHOLIC ) 
BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

04 L 002661 

Calendar c 

(""~ 

' -:-:;(··· 
:2~: ·:·:- .. 

-·~·, 

~~:: ... ~· 
(';:"j £:".-· ·::~ . 
:;:: ::~: ·-< 
(,~gr:.; 

~i~;~~ 
···- --;~ ::c .. :· ... 
-; 

MOTION TO VACATE ANY TECHNICAL DEFAULTS AND TO FILE 
APPEARANCE AND MOTION TO DISMISS INST ANTER 

N;) = = ~ •. . . ·'t 
S:: f 
'--:..-c: r-· 

fTJ 
~ . 

-u ('"1 
:JI': "-" 

i 
N ,·,,.~j 

~} ,; 

0 

NOW COMES the defendant, JOHN CALICOTT, by his attorney, Patrick G. Reardon, 

and respectfully asks leave of this Honorable Court to vacate any and aJI technical defaults and to 

file his Appearance and Motion to Dismiss Plaintiff's Complaint Instanter. Grounds for this 

Motion are as follows: 

I. By agreement of the parties, defendant CALICOTT was served in this ca.use, at the 

office of his attorney. 

2. Within 30 days of service, defendant did file a Motion to Dismiss Plaintiff's 

.Complaint. 

3. At the time that defendant filed his Motion to Dismiss Plaintiff's Complaint, his 

attorneys inadvertently failed to file an Appearance. 

WiIEREFORE, defendant, JOHN CALICOTT, requests as follows: 

A. For this Honorable Court to enter an Order vacating any technical defaults and 

allowing him to file his Appearance and Motion to Dismiss Plaintiff's Complaint instanter. 

AOC 011412 



B. For ·this Honorable Court to set a briefing schedule for his Motion to Dismiss 

. Plaintifrs Complaint. 

C. For what other relief that this Court deems equitable and just 

Patrick G. Reardon 
Attorney for Defendant Calicott 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312) 372-5716 
Attorney No. 20538 

Respectfully submitted, 

2 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEP ARTM·ENT, LAW DIVISION 

JOHN DOE, ) 
) 

Plaintiff, ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a Corporation) 
Sole, Individually; JOHN CALICOTT, Individually ) 
and as an Agent, and/or Employee of CATHOLIC ) 
BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

04 L 002661 

Calendar C 

DEFENDANT CALICOTT'S MOTION TO 
DISMISS PLAINTIFF'S COMPLAINT 

NOW COMES the defendant, JOHN CALICOTT, by his attorney, Patrick G. 

Reardon, and pursuant to 735 ILCS § 2-615; 735 ILCS § 2-619(a)(5), 735 ILCS§ 2-619.l and 

Ill. Rev. Stat. Ch. 110 §13-202.2 requests that this Honorable Court dismiss the plaintiffs 

Complaint against this defendant. Grounds for this Motion are as follows: 

I. INTRODUCTION 

·The plaintiff has filed a Complaint against defendants JOHN CALICOTT 

and THE CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO. 

2. Theplaintifffiledhis Complaint on March 8, 2004. Atthetime the Complaint was 

filed, plaintiff JOHN DOE was 42 years of age. See Complaint, paragraph 12 of Count I. 

3. The plaintiff alleges intentional infliction of emotional distress against defendant 

CALICOTT in Count III of the Complaint and negligent infliction of emotional distress against 

CALICOTT in Count IV of the Complaint. Counts I and II of the Complaint make no claims 

against defendant CALICOTT. Both the claims of intentional infliction of emotional distress 

AOC 011414 



and negligent infliction of emotional distress allege that defendant CALICOTT sexually abused 

the plaintiff in 1975 and 1976. 

II. MOTION TO DISMISS INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF 
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS CLAIMS AND NEGLIGENT 

INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS CLAIMS FROM 
1975 AND 1976 PURSUANT TO 735 ILCS § 2-619(5) 

Statute of Repose 

4. The plaintiff was over the age of 30 when the instant Complaint was filed. 

5. The alleged sexual abuse by this defendant against the plaintiff allegedly occurred 

in 1975 and 1976. See Complaint, paragraphs 13 of Counts III and IV. 

6. The Illinois legislature enacted Ill. Rev. Stat. Ch. 110 § 13-202.2 (now 735 ILCS 

§ 5113-202.2) with an effective date of January 1, 1991. Section (b) of this statute provided the 

following: 

An action for damages for personal injury based on 
childhood sexual abuse must be commenced within 2 years of the 
datt: the person abused discovers or through the use of reasonable 
diligence should discover that the act of childhood sexual abuse 
occurred and that the injury was caused by the childhood sexual 
abuse, but in no event rriay an action for personal injury based on 
childhood sexual abuse be commenced more than 12 years after 
the date on which the person abused attains the age of 18 years. 

Section (e) provided that: 

This Section applies to actions pending on the effective date 
of this amendatory Act of 1990 as well as to actions commenced 
on or after that date. 

Under this Statute of Repose, plaintiff DOE would have had to file his lawsuit by 

December 16, 1991, which he obviously has not done. 

7. Although this Statute of Repose was repealed in January, 1994, it still applies to 

2 
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the plaintiff because the Statute of Repose is the defendant's vested right which the legislature 

cannot remove. See M.E.H. v. L.H., 177 Ill.2d 207, 685 N.E.2d 335 (1997). 

8. As such, the Statute of Repose is applicable to the plaintiff and is a complete bar 

. to allegations against this defendant based upon alleged behavior allegedly occurring in 1975 

and 1976. 

III. MOTION TO DISMISS INTENTIONAL INFLICTION 

OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS CLAIM FROM 

2004 PURSUANT TO 735 ILCS § 2-615 

9. In Count III of the Complaint, plaintiff alleges a cause of action for intentional 

infliction of emotional distress. Defendant CALICOTI has already responded to the allegations 

of sexual abuse allegedly forming the claim ofintentional infliction of emotional distress which 

allegedly occurred in 1975 and 1976. However, in Count III of the Complaint, plaintiff also 

alleges intentional infliction of emotional distress due to actions that defendant CALICOTT 

ailegedly performed in 2004. 

I 0. These actions include defendant CALICOTT allegedly returning to Holy Angels 

Rectory in 2004 and lecturing students at Holy Angels School in 2004. See Complaint, paragraph 

42 of Count III. 

11. Initially, the plaintiff alleges a duty on the part of defendant CALICOTT to 

plaintiff in 2004 "by virtue of their relationship." See Complaint, paragraph 39 of Count III. 

Why defendant CALICOTT has any duty to plaintiff in 2004 is not explained, except to state 

that is based upon their "relationship." But, even assuming arguendo that plaintiff and defendant 

3 
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CALICOTT had a relationship of some kind in 1975 and 1976, this still does not explain how 

or why this prior alleged relationship created a duty by defendant CALICOTT to the plaintiff 

in 2004. Moreover, it stretches aJI credulity to believe that this aJleged duty to plaintiff was 

breached when defendant CALICOTT a11eged1y went to Holy Angels Rectory in 2004 or 

lectured students at Holy Angels School in 2004, especia11y when there is no a11egation in the 

. Complaint that the plaintiff was ever present at Holy Angels Rectory or School in 2004. 

12. Adams v. Sussman and Hertzberg, Ltd, 292 J11.App. 3d 30, 684 N.E.2d 935, 950-

951 (I st Dist. 1997) states the fo11owing with respect to pleading the necessary elements of a 

cause of action for intentional infliction of emotional distress: 

To prove a cause of action for intentional infliction of 
emotional distress, the plaintiff must establish three elements: (I) 
extreme and outrageous conduct; (2) intent or knowledge by the 
actor that there is at ]east a high probability that his or her conduct 
would inflict severe emotional distress and reckless disregard of 
that probability; and (3) severe and emotional distress. Public 

·Finance Corp. v. Davis, 66 l11.2d 85, 4 111.Dec. 652, 360 N.E.2d 
765 ( 1976); Knysak v. Shelter Life Insurance Co., 273 I11.App.3d 
360, 210111.Dec. 30, 652 N.E.2d 832 (1995); Hearon v. City of 
Chicago, I 57 I11.App.3d 633, 110 111.Dec. 161, 510 N.E.2d 1I92 

. (1987). · Extreme and outrageous conduct sufficient to create 
liability for intentional infliction of emotional distress is defined as 
conduct that exceeds a11 bounds of human decency and that is 
regarded as intolerable in a civilized community. Public Finance 
Corp., 66 I11.2d 85, 4 111.Dec. 652, 360 N.E.2d 765; Khan v. 
American Airlines, 266 I11.App.3d 726, 203 111.Dec. 171, 639 

· N.E.2d 210 (1994). The tort does not extend to "'mere insults, 
indignities, threats, annoyances, petty oppressions, or other 
trivialities"' (McGrath v. Fahey, 126 l11.2d 78, 127 I11.Dec. 724, 
533 N.E.2d 806 (1988), quoting Restatement (Second) of Torts§ 
46, comment d, at 73 (1965)); and the infliction of such emotional 
distress as fright, horror, grief, shame, humiliation and worry is not 
sufficient to give rise to a cause of action. The emotional distress 
required to support the cause of action must be so severe that no 

4 
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reasonable person could be expected to endure it. Public Finance 
' . Corp., 66 Ill.2d 85, 4 Ill.Dec. 652, 360 N.E.2d 765. See generally 

Restatement (Second) of Torts§ 46, comment j, at 77 ( 1965). The 
intensity and the duration of the distress are factors to be 
considered in determining its severity. Lundy v. CaJumet City, 209 

· Ill.App.3d 790, 153 Ill.Dec. 874, 567 N.E.2d I IOI (1991 ). 

13. With the above standards in mind, it is inconceivable that defendant 

CALICOTI'S alleged visit to Holy Angels Rectory in 2004 or his alleged lectures to students 

at Holy Angels School in 2004 could be considered "extreme and outrageous" conduct, 

especially when there is no allegation that plaintiff was present at Holy Angels Rectory when 

defendant CALICOTT allegedly appeared there or was present at Holy Angels School when 

defendant CALICOTT allegedly lectured there. No rational jury could ever decide that such 

alleged conduct exceeded all bounds of human decency and was intolerable in a civilized 

community. There is no allegation that defendant CALICOTT abused minorswhenhe allegedly 

appeared at Holy Angels Rectory in 2004. There is no allegation that defendant CALICOTT 

abused minors when he lectured students at Holy Angels School in 2004. There is absolutely no 

allegation that defendant CALICOTT'S alleged visits to Holy Angels Rectory and School in 

2004 in any way involved the plaintiff. 

14. Moreover, such conduct cannot satisfy the second element of the tort ofintentional 

infliction of emotional distress. Again, it is inconceivable that defendant CALICOTT intended 

or had knowledge that his alleged visits to Holy Angels Rectory and his alleged lectures at Holy 

Angels School in 2004 would inflict severe emotional distress on someone that he had allegedly 

last seen in 1976, and that he recklessly disregarded that probability. Defendant CALICOTT'S 

5 
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alleged conduct in 2004. did not even rise to the ]eve] of "mere insuJts, indignities, threates, 

annoyances, petty oppressions, or other triviJiaties" to pJaintiff, much Jess conduct that exceeded 

a11 bounds of human decency and was into1erab1e in a civiJized community. None of the a11eged 

conduct in 2004 directly or indirectly involved the plaintiff. 

15. FinaJly, there is no indication in the CompJaint that the pJaintiffhas suffered from 

the severe emotional distress that is required under this cause of action from the a11eged conduct 

of defendant CALICOTT in 2004. PJaintiff mereJy a11eges in the CompJaint certain conc]usions 

regarding his emotional damages. See Complaint, paragraph 45 of Count III. He alJeges 

"tremendous menta] suffering and psychological injuries." He does not mention how these 

injuries manifest themse]ves or what they consist of. As such, pJaintiffhas fai1ed to satisfy the 

third element of the tort of intentionaJ infliction of emotiona] distress, since it is impossible to 

determine whether these alJeged mentaJ injuries are severe enough to satisfy the requirements 

of this cause of action. 

IV. MOTION TO DISMISS NEGLIGENT INFLICTION 

OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS CLAIM FROM 

2004 PURSUANT TO 735 ILCS § 2-615 

16. In Count IV of the Complaint, plaintiff a11eges a cause of action for negligent 

infliction of emotional distress. Defendant CALI COTT has already responded to the alJ egations 

of sexual abuse alleged]y forming the claim of negligent infliction of emotional distress which 

allegedly occurred in 1975 and 1976. However, in Count IV of the CompJaint, plaintiff also 

alleges negligent infliction of emotiona] distress due to actions that defendant CALICOTT· 

6 
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allegedly performed in 2004. 

17. Defendant CALICOTT re-alleges paragraph 11 as paragraph 17. 

18. · When analyzing the tort of negligent infliction of emotional distress in Illinois, 

a plaintiff can either be a direct victim or a bystander. See Rekosh v. Parks, 316 Ill.App.3d 58, 

735 N.E.2d 765 (2nd Dist. 2000); Hiscott v. Peters, 324Ill.App.~d114, 754 N.E.2d839 (2nd Dist. 

2001 ). In the allegations relating to the alleged conduct of defendant CALICOTT in 2004, the 

plaintiff is obviously a bystander, since there is no allegation that he was ever present or in 

contact (physical or otherwise) with defendant CALICOTT in 2004. 

19. As such, the plaintiff has failed to state a cause of action for negligent infliction 

of emotional distress. As stated in Rekosh, supra at 771: 

In Rickey v. Chicago Transit Authority, 98 Ill.2d 546, 555, 
75 Ill.Dec. 211, 457 N.E.2d 1 (1983), our supreme court 
recognized a limited exception to the "impact rule" known as the 
"zone of physical danger rule." The "zone of physical danger 
. rule" requires that the bystander must have been in such proximity 
to the accident that injured the direct victim that there was a high 
risk to himself of physical impact. Rickey, 98 Ill.2d at 555, 75 
Ill.Dec. 211, 457N.E.2d 1. The bystander must also show physical 

· injury or illness resulting from the emotional distress caused by the 
defendant's negligence. Rickey, 98 Ill.2d at 555, 75 Ill.Dec. 211, 
457 N.E.2d 1. 

20. In the instant cause, there is no allegation that the plaintiff was in any danger of 

physical impact and there is no allegation that the plaintiff was physically injured or developed 

a physical injury as a result of this defendant's alleged negligence. 

7 
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v. CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, the Statute of. Repose bars plainti:frs claims against defendant 

CALICOTT for behavior which allegedly occurred in 1975 and 1976. Further, the plaintiffhas 

failed to state a cau.se of action against defendant CALICOTT for behavior which allegedly 

occurred ill 2004. As such, plaintiffs Complaint must be dismissed with prejudice. 

· Patrick G. Reardon 
Attorney for Defendant Calicott 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312) 372-5716 
Attorney No. 20538 

Respectfully submitted, 

8 
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John O'Malley 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Re: 

Dear John: 

July 15, 2004 

RECEUVIED 

AUG 2 5 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

This letter is to confirm our prior conversation informing you that has 
retained me as his attorney to represent him in regards to his claim from being molested as a 
child by John Calicott at St. Ailbe's Parish. I understand that you will be putting me in touch 
with counsel for the Archdiocese who can negotiate this matter on behalf of the Archdiocese. 
Please have whomever this is contact me at the above number at their earliest convenience. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office.of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File-PFR-13 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Rev. John Calicott (Withdrawn) 

Date: July 17, 2004 

A summary of the discussion from the Review Board Meeting on July 17, 2004: 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
.Fax: (312) 751-5279 

• Rev. John Calicott has refused to complete a Daily Log as per the Individual Specific Protocols. 
The Cardinal has approved a cut to Fr. Calicott's salary as a result. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Members absent: 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, July 17, 2004 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

L Approval ofMinutes - June 19, 2004 

II. Case Reviews 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 
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D. 

MINlITES 
July 17, 2004 
Page2 
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B. 

c. 

MINUTES 
July 17, 2004 
Page3 

m Other Matters 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• Rev. John Calicott has refused to complete a Daily Log as per the Ind1vt 
Protocols. The Cardinal has approved a cut to Fr. Calioott's salary as a result. 

• 

• 
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MINUfES 
July 17, 2004 
Page4 

• PRA updated the Board with Cardinal George's decisions based upon their recommendations from 
the June 19, 2004 meeting 

Next scheduled meeting is August 21, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel A Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James T. Kacz.orowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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I MaryArn1 Zrust - Calicott 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Sr. Mary Ann, 

Leah McCluskey 
Zrust, MaryAnn 
8/3/04 2:57PM 
Calicott 

:: 

Welcome back! Hope the last day of the conference went well·) 

Could you please ask Kaz to check . . . 
[on behalf of Calicott] to lllllllllllls Calicott file to see if there is a ·tt 
such a document, could I plea h s allegation from when the alleg::'t" e~ response from Pal Reardon se ave a copy for my files? ion irst came in 1994? If Kaz has 

Thanks. 

Leah 

Jt,, d'~"-ud,..~k ;,.._,_~-<._,,~--u ~ C7..v1-GP~J 
,u~.1(f?Vtfd'~y 79u~ ;t:;. 

Page 1] 
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C. 

JAMES A. SERRITEUA 

OOO!CT DIAL NUMBHR 
(312) 840-7040 
jsenitclla@burkelaw.com 

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA 
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE 
CHICAGO, ILllNOIS 60611-3607 

TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000 
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900 

www.burkelaw.com 

August 3, 2004 

VIA FACSIMILE (312-541-0520) & U.S. MAIL 

Re: Father John Calicott 

Dear 

I am following up on your letter regarding the above matter. I have passed your 
correspondence on to Ms. Leah McCluskey, the Fitness Review Administrator of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. It is my understanding that someone from her office has been or will be in contact with you 
about this matter. Either you or your client may contact Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi (312-751-8267), 
Assistance Minister of the Archdiocese, for therapy at the Archdiocese's expense from a licensed 
therapist, pastoral counseling or related assistance. We would also note that in reviewing our records, 
we found that crune forward before in 1994 concerning Father Calicott and did not 
advance a claim at that time. 

Please call me if you have any questions. 

lj 

cc: Leah McCluskey 
Ralph Bonaccorsi 

8/J/2004/9: 14 AM/098911004461323991/1 

17. d 

Very truly yours, 

W~0S:80 170, E0 ~n~ 
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August 3, 2004 
Page 2 

bee: Reverend James Kaczorowski 
Reverend Edward Grace 
John O'Malley 

8/3n00419:14 AM/09891/00446/323991/1 

£"d 
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RECEIVED 

AUG 0 3 2004 

BURI<E, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C. i1RCHDIDCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

2:ZND :R..OOR IBM PI..AZA 
330 NORTH WABASH A VENUE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607 
TELEPHONE: (312) 840-7000 
~ACSIMILE: (312) 840-7900 

FAX TRANSMITTAL FORM 

SEND TO: Leah McCluskey 

SEND TO: Ralph Bonaccorsi 

SEND TO: 

DATE: 8/3/04 

SENfBY: James A. Serritella 

ORIGINAL TO FOLLOW: NO 

COMMENTS: 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: 

FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

FAX#: 
PHONE#; 

FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

751-5279 
751-5205 

751-8307 
751-8267 

CLIENf IMATIER#: 09891-00388 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 4 
(lncllldll CoYCr Shc~t) 

If you have received this fax and ere not the addressed recipient, please notify the sender immediately 
by telephone and return the original message by mail. Thank you. 

Please call our facsimile center at (312) 840-7030 if there is a problem with this fax transmission, or if 
you wish to confirm the transmission. 
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!: ~:~.a.:h.::ti;;~¢I~:~~~:Y.: <¢~:ii~9i~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::· .. ::::::::::::::::::· .. ········:·::::::::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::······ ~- _ ... : : :.· .. ·:::::. :·· ....... :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::. ::~~ii~ .. 1::1 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Leah, 

MaryAnn Zrust 
Leah McCluskey 
8/6/04 11 : 59AM 
Calicott 

I reviewed J, Calicott's file and found no document from Pat Reardon to on behalf of John 
Calicott when the allegation first was made, 1994. If there is anything else that can be done, please let 
me know. 

Mary Ann 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

August 9, 2004 

Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Mr. Reardon, 

I am writing this letter in regards to your client, Rev. John Calicott. 

y 

In a review of files, it has come to my attention that Mr. came forward to 
the Archdiocese of Chicago in 1994 with an allegation of sexual misconduct of a minor 
against Fr. Calicott. According to documentation in the files, you as Fr. Calicott's 
counsel indicated that a response to Mr.-allegation would be written on behalf of 
your client and forwarded to the Archdiocese. 

A copy of a written response on Fr. Calicott's behalf is not present in the files in the 
Office of Professional Responsibility [formerly Professional Fitness Review]. I request 
that you forward a copy of Fr. Calicott's response to Mr.-allegation to my 
attention as soon as possible. 

I thank you in advance for your cooperation with this matter. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 
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RECEIVED 

TRA VELN ACATION NOTIFICATION AUG 1 8 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

~ .......... ..._4--........., ................... [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to 

destination address and contact phone number] from 

_$~,11J~, <Yi~-- [departure date] through £ 9. 0 i [return date]. 

_4 .... ~.,._.,}L"'"""~-C--=-''"""l=~"""(.,,..c...,-tf-.__ __ [name of cleric] will be monitored by 

[name of travel monitor]. [name of 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of 

4olw tfik'~ctk [name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

/see attached correspondence] . 

1. Contacts with minors by joluL t~4:¢L>lt [name of cleric] must be in the 

2. 

presence of~ [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of ~1.u ~+t..l4..'d}t- [cleric name] over 

[aforementioned tiine frame]. 

3. As previously noted, the date of return to,.1,Jµ, t!"2~~4ff 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for£ 9. ay [aforementioned return date]. 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be 

a circumstance, should the original plans be 

at [312] 751-5205. 

Date: 8, Jr. ()f 

<t( \vi\ Ol/ 
A copy of this document will be provided to the cled T original will be placed in the cleric's file 
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a cop Ill be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar 
for Priests' Office. 

,. ,,. - ---------~--
-~-=- t_:........._-.:-..- ·-· ~ - ... • ... -----· ..... 

- - -.. 
-~-.. "· ... -
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/10/2004 

E. 

F. Bishop Perry Agenda: 1:00 
1. PASTORS TERMS 
TERM ENDS IN 2004 

PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 2005 

TERM ENDS IN 2006 

-
5 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/10/2004 

2. Priests: 

John Calicott '74 

3. 

7 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/10/2004 

Page 493 

F. Bishop Perry Agenda: 

1. PASTORS TERMS 
TERM ENDS IN 2004 

PARISH 

6 
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2. Priests: 

3. 

a) John Calicott '74: John's case continues, but Bishop Perry and David Jones feel people 
are thinking he is not coming back. 

8 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: File - PFR-13 fl1' 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrat~ . From: 

Re: Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn 

Date: September 15, 2004 

Upon a review of files, it was determined that a third party [Rev. John Breslin] contacted 
the office of Assistance Ministry via phone on February 26, 2004 regarding Mr. -

allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. John Calicott. This 
information was then forwarded to the Office of Professional Responsibility. 

Due to the fact that PRA has no contact information for Mr. ~d that he has 
not contacted PRA on his own accord, this matter is considered to be Inactive at this time. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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" ''. )(' " ~ \ . : 
' ' . " 

• • • ~ J 

CODEOFCONDUCTACKNOWLEDGEMENTFORM 
Archdiocesan, Religious and Extern P~iests 

Par;sh/SohooYAgency ~[t 

DA TE 2¢ $~ . ,,l~"i 
<-

I have received a copy of the CODE OF CONDUCT FOR CHURCH 
PERSONNEL. I have read and understand the Code of Conduct, and I 
agree to abide by it. I have also read .and understand the "Measures to 
Aid Observance of the Code of Conduct" and the "Practical 
Suggestions" and will employ them to help me observe the code of 
conduct. · of this code can result in discipli,nary action, up to 
and . cl i atio and/or removal from ministry. 

o Extern 

o Religious Community ______________ _ 

The signed Code of Conduct Acknowledgement Form shall be kept in 
personnel files at the Pastoral Center. Please return the 
acknowledgement form to: 

Archdiocesan Priests: 
Office of the Chancellor 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

155 K Superior 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Religious/Extern Priests: 
Rev. Jeremiah Boland 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 E. Superior 

Chicago, IL. 60611 

; . 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

October 4, 2004 

Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Mr. Reardon, 

I am writing this letter in follow-up to the August 9, 2004 letter that I wrote to you in 
regards to your client, Rev. John Calicott. 

As I stated in my August 9th letter, I am asking at this time for a written r~ to Mr. 
's allegation of sexual misconduct against Fr. Calicott. Mr.-first 

notified the Archdiocese of Chicago in 1994 of his alleged abuse by Fr. Calicott. 

I ask that you please forward Fr. Calicott's written response to Mr. -·s allegation to 
my attention by October 18, 2004. I will then present Mr. -·s allegation and Fr. 
Calicott's response to the independent Review Board for their recommendations to 
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Sincerely, 

~Ytfc~~ 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 

Cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Kevin Vann, Canonical Advocate 
Rev. John Calicott 
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October 19, 2004 

Mr. James A. Serritella 
Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, P.C. 
330 North Wabash Avenue, 22nd Flooor 
Chicago, Illinois 60611-3607 

Re: 

Dear Mr. Serritella: 

Please find enclosed several documents regarding Mr. 

. ather John Calicott 

of a date and time in which these matters can be discussed with Mr. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at the office. 

Enc. -
AOC 011442 



F. 

G. 

H. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/22/2004 

Page 549 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. Ro_beI1: Miller '76: A memo from the Cardinal says no to Bob's sabbatical and that Bob 
must stay at Holy Angels until after John Calicott's trial. 

3 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a letter written by Victim IO, addressed "To the Hierarchy of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago" and dated November 1, 2004. The letter is carbon copied to Leah 
McCluskey, Ralph Bonaccorsi and Cardinal George. In the letter, Victim IO describes how his 
abuse by Fr. John Calicott in 1980 and the actions of the Archdiocese in response to the 
allegations against Fr. Calicott over the years have negatively affected Victim I O's life. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/12/2004 

Page 16 

VIII ~Q.iQJJ.mm~!!t! 12:50p.m. 
MOTION: 6-0-0 

John Calicott '74 57 

2004 CALENDAR OF THE 2151 BOARD 

VI Holy Angels 

6 

10127191 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a letter written by Victim IN, addressed to Cardinal Francis George and 
dated November 19, 2004. In the letter, Victim IO describes for Cardinal George a proposal for 
a reconciliation commission to reunite the church and the victims of clergy sexual abuse. Victim 
IN then details for the Cardinal how Victim IN's allegation against Fr. John Calicott has 
progressed over time and the effect the abuse, its disclosure, and the actions of the Archdiocese 
had on Victim IN's life, as well as his financial situation. Victim IN requests that the Cardinal 
help to facilitate the resolution of Victim IN' s claim against the Archdiocese to give Victim IN 
financial assistance. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/19/2004 

G. Letters to John Keehan and John Calicott: 

H. 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/19/2004 

UPCOMING PARISHES 

John Calicott '74 57 VI Holy Angels 10127191 

10 

AOC 011448 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, November 20, 2004 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. New Board Members Introduced 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Correction 

• , fulfilling the role of attorney on the Board 
• fulfilling the role of social worker on the Board 
• Newly appointed Chair of the Board, provided background 

information on the Review Board and it's process 

Il. Approval ofMinutes - October 16, 2004 
• Unanimously approved [6-0] 

Ill. Case Reviews 
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MINUTES 
November 20, 2004 
Page2 

C. In the Matter of Rev. John Calicott [Withdrawn 2002) - PFR- 13 
The Review Board was presented this matter by PRA as an Initial Review regarding the 
allegation made by The claim is as follows: mutual oral sex; the cleric 
kissCd- the cleric would arrange overnight trips on which he would have• 
~yhim. 

The Board spent much time and discussion on this matter regarding procedure and how to 
proceed with this case. 

In a 6-0 vote, in light of the information presented, the Board made the following 
recommendations: 
• The Board acknowledged that this matter was presented to the Board for a First Stage 

Review on April 6, 1994 and subsequently was presented for a Second Stage Review 
on January 21, 1995. 

• The Board has no evidence that the Second Stage Review of this matter was 
completed. 

AOC 011450 



MINUTES 
November 20, 2004 
Page 3 

• Presently, the Board considered the matter and recommends that the investigation 
continues prior to voting on a Second Stage Review. 

• That PRA schedule a meeting with -where he is able to formalize his 
allegation against Fr. Calicott. 

• +That PRA then follow procedure and present the formal allegation to Fr. Calicott for 
his response. 

• That PRA [separately] ask and Fr. Calicott if there are any other 
individuals they might identify for PRA to contact regarding this matter. 

• That PRA as~ if she may speak with his sister, and/or 
regarding this matter. 

• That PRA attempt to determine if-s sister is related to-
• That PRA det:erm.ine if she may speak with-'s former counselors [as 

identified in his allegation]. 
• The Board advised PRA to be aware of time limits/constraints on this matter. 

AOC 011451 



IV. Otherl\latters 
• Arrival of Francis CardinaJ George, O.M.l to swear in new Board members-

Next scheduled meeting is December 4, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel A Smilanic, CardinaJ's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James T . .Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, November 20, 2004 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator {PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. New Board Members Introduced 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

• , fulfilling the role of attorney on the Board 
• fulfilling the role of social worker on the Board 
• Newly appointed Chair of the Board, provided background 

information on the Review Board and it's process 

II. Approval of Minutes - October 16, 2004 
• Unanimously approved [6-0] 

III. Case Reviews 

AOC 011453 



MINUIBS 
November 20, 2004 
Page2 

C. In the Matter of Rev. John Calicott [Withdrawn 2002] - PFR- 13 
The Review Board was presented this matter by PRA as an Initial Review regarding the 
allegation made by The claim is as follows: mutual oral sex; the cleric 
kissed - the cleric would arrange overnight trips on which he would have-
- accompany him 

The eoard spent much time and discussion on this matter regarding procedure and how to 
proceed with this case. 

In a 6-0 vote, in light of the information presented, the Board made the following 
recommendations: 
• The Board acknowledged that this matter was presented to the Board for a First Stage 

Review on April 6, 1994 and subsequently was presented for a Second Stage Review 
on January 21, 1995. 

• The Board has no evidence that the Second Stage Review of this matter was 
completed. 

AOC 011454 



MINlITES 
November 20, 2004 
Page 3 

• Presently, the Board considered the matter and recommends that the investigation 
continues prior to voting on a Seco~ew. 

• That PRA sche.dule a meeting with-where he is able to fonnaliz.e his 
allegation against Fr. Calicott. 

• +That PRA then follow procedure and present the formal allegation to Fr. Calicott for 
his response. 

• That PRA [separately] ask and Fr. Calicott if there are any other 
individuals the mi identify for PRA to contact regarding this matter. 

• That PRA ask if she may s~ with his sister, and/or 
regarding this matter. 

• That PRA attempt to determine ~s sister is related to 
• That PRA determine if she may speak with -s 

identified in his allegation]. 
• The Board advised PRA to be aware of time limits/constraints on this matter. 

AOC 011455 



IV. Other Matters 
• Arrival ofFrancis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. to swear in new Board members-

NexJ scheduled meeting is January 15, 2005 at 9:00 a.m 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel A Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, 0 .M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - October 16, 2004 

II. Case Reviews 

Initial Review: 

A 

B. 

C. In the Matter ofJohn Calicott (Withdrawn 2002) - PFR-13 
• Allegation made by 

Review for Cause: 

A 

B. 

III. Other Matters 

• Review of revised monitoring forms 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, December 4, 2004 

AOC 011457 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File-PFR-13 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Calicott, John (Withdrawn 

Date: November 20, 2004 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A summary of the conversation from the Professional Responsibility Board Meeting on November 20, 
2004: 

The Review Board was presented this matter by PRA as an Initial Review regarding the allegation 
made by The claim is as follows: mutual oral sex; the cleric kissed Mr. -; the 
cleric would arrange overnight trips on which he would have Mr.- accompany him. 

The Board spent much time and discussion on this matter regarding procedure and how to proceed 
with this case. 

In a 6-0 vote, in light of the information presented, the Board made the following recommendations: 

• The Board acknowledged that this matter was presented to the Board for a First Stage Review on 
April 6, 1994 and subsequently was presented for a Second Stage Review on January 21, 1995. 

• The Board has no evidence that the Second Stage Review of this matter was completed. 
• Presently, the Board considered the matter and recommends that the investigation continues prior 

to voting on a Second Stage Review. 
• That PRA schedule a meeting with Mr. ~here he is able to formalize his allegation against 

Fr. Calicott. 
• That PRA then follow procedure and present the formal allegation to Fr. Calicott for his response. 
• That PRA [separately] ask Mr. -and Fr. Calicott if there are any other individuals they might 

identify for PRA to contact regarding this matter. 
• That PRA ask Mr. - if she may speak with his sister and/o 

regarding this matter. 
• That PRA attempt to determine if Mr. - sister is related to 
• That PRA determine if she may speak with Mr.-'s 

allegation]. 
• The Board advised PRA to be aware of time limits/constraints on this matter. 
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\RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAG 
Professional Responsibility Review Board 
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 Chicago, IL 60611 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on ! l!uJ { Qlf to conduct a(n) 
(eter date: month/day/year) 

{checkone:J~itial Review D Preliminary Review D Review for Cause D Supplementary Review 
ITTtatus Report 

regarding the allegation of ___ _ 
\Aenter name of al~ed victim) 

1 
/, 

against _&dV\ V\ U..AA (,Otr 
(enter name of accused priest or deacon) 

{check one:) priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of __________ _ 

(enter name of {Arch)diocese) 

D a religious priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

D a resigned priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) D the information at least seems to be true of an offense. 
D the information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed. 

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that 

(check one:) D the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. 
D the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry. 
D the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) D there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
0 there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

{check one:) D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.. 

The Board further recommends: I/ -CJ l<9V\b V\IVl<, 

AOC 011459 



Nov 21 04 11:20p 
Cardinal StritchRetreat H 84? 566 6082 p. 1 

TRAVELNACATION NOTIFICATION 
RECEIVED 

......,us_~-==-=,____ [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be travel~&' 2 2 zon4 

1 "' [destination address and contact phone nullfib:elJ}RG1i~;~~OF CHICAGO 
AL RESPDNSIB/LIT'f 

µg;:,.4.f [departure date] through 1..i. 4n 4'{ [return date]. !{· 

.j4lw C,.v.i.utt [name of cleric] will be monitored by 

[name of travel monitor]. [name of 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of veri~ying the location and activities of 

J"'"" 6Mibtf:= [name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

[see attached corresp01tdencej 

1. Contacts with minors by Jal.u. C.,A.J.~oik [name of cleric] must be in the 

presence of [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situat{ons 

and loc_ations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. --[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of&/"' ()..z.'Hlt- [cleric name] over 

[aforementioned time frame]. 

3. As previously noted, the date ofreturn to JDLul ~tott" 's [cleric name] 

residence has been sc~eduled for JJ., "f.o'{ [aforementioned retilln date]. 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be 
I 

changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be 

Date: JI '91&1fll1U,iy· Jop,i,/ 

PRA Signature: U(1-2--((Q~ 
A CO}lY of this document will be 1>rovided to the cleric. Th original Will be placed in the cleiic's file 
in the Office of Professional· Responsibility and a cop will e placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar 
for Priests' Office. ' 

-~ 

,_ 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/03/2004 

P. Letters to John Keehan and John Calicott: Keehan's letter went out, but there is a hold on 
Calicott's. 

Q. 

R. 

s. 

T. 

u. 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/03/2004 

VI Old Business: 

VII New Business: 

VIII Adjournment: 

MOTION: 

2004 CALENDAR OF THE 21'1 BOARD 

~COMING PARISHES 
John Calicott '74 57 VI Holy Angels 10127191 ???? 

8 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/03/2004 

Page 40 

P. Letters to John Keehan and John Calicott: Keehan's letter went out, but there is a hold on 
Calicott's. Patrick Lagges has approved John's letter being sent. Kacz will inform him that his 
term is up. 

Q. 

R. 

s. 

7 
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12-07-2004 5:25PM FROM DEPT OF COMM/PR 312 751 5306 P. 1 

'°!"':••:•••/•••••• ,\·•··••••, ··•"•''·'•" "'•••'lo!'\h•'\ 11"•'"'"''""'",. .. ~"'"'t'~·'."l'"'''"'"""'l'I~"'"'\' "l"""'l·'~'t•\!"'""'' ••·~:'' • '! ••··••'• "' •' 
'·•••I\,., ... ,,,,,.,.,,,.._, .. ,·•'"'''''.-\"'~:·~··:·····~' .. ' " . '•,•. ..~ ... .,~.. ' 

JPrieSt 
iwiH'":.... ' 
i . ·:never 
'retrirn to 

. ' . . 
:nnmstry 

· ( Soutb Side cleri£ 
. ' .. 

:· ·· · ·1 to. under.go church 
. .... ..-'.:' .. ~ <:·-- ... ·.: .. · J tnal, san~tions 

... · · · · · 1 ay Man~ A. Bradaear 
j Tr~!it:iffreponw fJ..fY 

Hev. John Calicott. the priest 
who ha..'I ~·t)ghtill,e to return 

I to his South Sid(:I · • h :e 
; sincelW.~.a ..... tl~r' ':·~ 
1 ab~:~f~,.ig~~~~': 

· J ge}u=-:~~k··~:.;;....,:~.:~', 
· I irantea·a afu~ ~ur 

,this m.bnth.·the p~·ottbe~ 
.. t;1rocess is1t9t to~~ ;µUt· 

. or innocence but to ·.eek~ 
• ·C:ation: ot th\1. aecUs'atio ,;. Qm
<.~l~ Witti·tlie'&tholiC'~cnc.;> 
:--~~~~~~()~· 

. ·.w~~-~ ...... . 
~. not re~ to·~~? 

, 9aici Chancellor Jimmy Lago. . : ;\ 
. ; 'fhe archdiocese forwarded·:' ' 
~ ~ppe~ for I~ accWled priee:'ts:;;f.:. 
·. mcludm.g Calicott, to the VaW.t;·" 
can in the sunnner of .fr,; 

· When the rulings came back Utt 
August of this year, 12 of ~J: 
cases wQre judged to be "cl~!,. 
and grave" enough not to war~:·· 
rant canonical trials. An admin:/: 
istratlve review o(those cases i$ ' 
expected to conclude by the end; 

. oI the year, when sanctions will ~ 
be announced :· · 

But in the .cases of Calicott : 
·and Rev. ThollUlS Swade, former'•: 
:; coordinator Of the archdiocese'iii ·' 
. :9ffice of_R~ial Justic..~. thA Vat~ 

·~ . · .• ·.-· :11. 
': :·"=·: 

........ ,, 

Jean called tot c.Jariilcatlou 
.. ~ugh a trt.alprocess. Swade's · 
:tr:ia.I is ab-eady under WU}~ ·: 
: The trials are CQnductea ill . 
, Chtcago before a t.bree-persoJ! , 
'chlltth tribunal. Victims can~ 
'called as witm~. althougl: 
•!hey a.re not reqnil"ed to test(\" 
;mi>erson. . 
: "Thewholep~oftbeCU· 1 
'nonical trial is to get !O the CALIFORNIA 
; truth," saidarchdiocesespokeS.:. -rTl.18 1ilt. 
: man Jim Dwyer. BIS" hop 'at pea ' 
i Calicott was n-moml from ' ce 
' D1hUStry at Holy ~s Parish : after Settlement 

on the South Side in the ·~ . ., ..•. ,.... . . ., ... ··· · · .. · 
. ~icl-1990s over abuse a.Uega" ~ : : ''., :,' .: ORANGE--The bi9hop of the t·:':':";\:L<'.<'·": ·: 
tion·s~m!wome.n..This~~ i(: . :'.': Roman Catholic Diocese of Or- ;;.::.:, ::·;:: .. \·:::/ 

,.:;, thirdmanfiledac1villawsu1tal- ~~;'!'*Ol,'.1'":,<~;' ange told par1shtoners SUnday ~:-~·"J;,;,'i,,;.'::~i:·.);,-: 
· ; legingCalicott abused him. ·· ·'' ''~ ·'> ::~;' thath~finally cansl~p.through ::;:; .. :/:.:~::,.":>~::!(i,;: 
:,:n Under rules in place in th~ .\/i:;t~')it the nisht after- enchng·a legal {,::;.'.•;···""'::-·:'.'' 
:''<! .wgo,. CanOmil Joseph. Bernar· ·:•:·,;, ':•'."'.''.: ~'/''. battle by agreeing to the na- ·f·:" ~~?:;:::\'·'",:,.: .. \ 

•

. • Calie<>tt to ·· .· . tton·s lariest settlem.entfor vie-
., · t::tis:; after: ll!',nu: :· · tirns of sexual abuse by clergy. 

: . . ~~=!: ~; •· m;,~~::sbo: ~~~:~~fd 
' that he. wOuld never · llbnse · in brief remarks after mass at 
i again. ·1· Holy .family cathedral. "The 
j But after U.S. bishops adopted . victims will be fairly compen· 
: a stricter national child sex- . . sated and ... our diocese will be 
'. ab~ policy at their 2002 me.et- · able to continue our lniuion." 
· · ing in Dallas, eight priests were · ; Brown did not disclose details 
· removed from their jobs in the i of the settlement but sai~ tt in· 
i Chicago archdioceR. At least . ! valves "many rnllliom · of "dol-
. five of those priests, includilag· :

1
1 :: lars" and will be "very painful" 

; Swade and Calicott. filed ap; , Jror the diocese. Participants in 
: peals. : ;, the negotiations bavo said pri-
'. On ~ officials said none · ·1; vately that the church and its in-
! of the 14 accused prtests would 1 ·. su.rers will pay 8100 rn.Wion to 87 
: return to public ministry. · l t victims . 

"The DaJlas pro:iW.se was no ,: 
one ~ be in public ministry," •. 
Cardinal Francis George sail .· 
..Public m.iniStry in its cleareSt .' 
r~ is ~~igned to a pa.rish an~ · 
dolllg ~work as a priest .. '.' ' 

· Lago said the abuse allega~ 
tions had been thoroughly vet· r 

t~ an~ deemed crledible ~ / 
they were sent to the Vatican. . : 

· "We reached a certain level of• 
certitude, n Lago said The trUi'l 
process ~doesn't change the .. 
comm.innent that the cardina'I: 
:made. If t~ere is an offense ii. .• 
tho priest's past, whether it · 
reaches the canonical level 01' 

~~~;o~~t .. ;~,9~~~e; 

. . ~· .... ~. :.• . ( .· .. :, '. .: 1~· 

. ... · ·:·-· ........... . 

''.l,1:, 

··-··•\'•\ 

'• ...... 
. . '• . ·' ....... ~ ... ~ .... 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

c 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: 

From: 

Rev. Patrick Leggas, Judicial Vicar //)J 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator(!; 

Re: Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

Date: December 9, 2004 

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Promoter of Justice and the Cardinal's Delegate to the Review 
Board requested that this memorandum be written in regards to the status ofMr.

's allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. John Calicott. 

Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Director of Assistance Ministry and PRA met with Mr. -
on November 2, 2004 where he formalized his allegation of sexual misconduct against 
Fr. Calicott. Once PRA has completed a draft copy of the report based upon Mr. 
-s allegation, it will be sent to him for his review. When PRA is in receipt of 
an approved report of the allegation from Mr he report will be read to Fr. 
Calicott in its entirety for his response. This matter will then presented to the 
independent Review Board for an Initial Review, the first stage of the Review Board 
process as defined in §1100 Sexual Abuse of Minors: Policies/or Education, Prevention, 
Assistance to Victims and Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry. 

Both aforementioned reports will be circulated to the appropriate Archdiocesan offices as 
current policy and procedure state. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

December 9, 2004 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago DEC l 5 2004 
155 E. Superior Street ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 OFFICE OF PRDFESSIO~JAL RESPONS18i~ 1rv 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on November 
20, 2004 and conducted an Initial Review of s allegation of sexual 
misconduct against Rev. John Calicott pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review Process 
for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Calicott is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. 

The Board determined that in light of the information presented, it is evident that the First . 
Stage Review of this matter took place on April 6, 1994 and was moved to a Second i ~ 
Stage Review on January 21, 1995. However, the Board has no evidence that the Second 0 
Stage Review of this matter was completed. Presently, the Board considered this matter 
and unanimously recommends that the investigation continues prior to their vote on a 
Second Stage Review. The additional information obtained will be presented to the 
Board along with all other information regarding this matter for a Second Stage Review. 

Leah McCluskey ~ \j. /yY'_ .l<fl 
Professional Responsibility Admin~ !fv, (~; -r- 1 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

December 10, 2004 

Dear Father Calicott: 

This letter is written, in fulfillment of Canon 186 and the Diocesan Priests' Placement 
Board policies regarding terms of office for a pastor, to let you know that your term of office 
as pastor of Holy Angels Parish has expired. 

John, I realize the past months have been extremely difiicult for you and I hope that 
all of this can be resolved as soon as possible. You did love and care for the people of Holy 
Angels, and I thank you for your work as we proceed now to find a new pastor for that parish. 

You remain in my prayers, please keep me in yours. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

/J) ~ ~-H.~~ 
Francis Cardinal George O.M.l. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesias~:tary 
Reverend John Calicott 
P 0 Box455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

cc: Reverend George Rassas, Vicar General 
vMr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 

Reverend James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend Joseph Perry, Vicar 
Reverend David Jones, Dean 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 

a '·' 
~c 13 . 

20t 
.... 
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' ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO c 
Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312i 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

December 14, 2004 

Dear Mr. 

First let me apologize for the delay in sending you this information. I also hope that this 
letter finds you doing well. 

Enclosed you will find a draft report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. 
John Calicott. The report is based upon our meeting that took place on November 2, 
2004. 

I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy. 
Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then 
return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures are provided, a copy of 
the final report will be forwarded to you. 

Mr. - in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you return the 
enclosed report with your changes by December 28, 2004. Please know that you may 
also respond by December 28th with a written request for a two-week extension to review 
the report, which then I would ask that you return it to me by January 11, 2005. In the 
event that I do not receive a response from you by December 28th, I will assume that the 
draft report is accurate and I will proceed forward with this matter. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

liJ/j)/{)~ 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Administ 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

To: 

From: 

MEMORANDUM 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 

Laura A. Neri-Palomino t,tl~ 
Administrative Assistant 

Re: Calicott, John (Withdrawn 

Date: December 14, 2004 

Your Eminence, 
Leah McCluskey asked that I forward you the attached letter from Mr. 
allegation of sexual misconduct against Father Calicott. 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago. Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

regarding his 

For your information, this matter is now being addressed by Leah and will be presented to the Review 
Board in the near future. 

If you have any questions please contact Leah directly at 312-751-5205. 

Attachment 

ll 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
c 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administratore 

Re: Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

Date: December 15, 2004 

This memo is in response to Francis Cardinal George's request for advice on the attached 
letter written by Mr. dated November 19, 2004. 

Due to the fact that Mr.- is represented by a civil attorney and that he is pursuing a 
claim for settlement, it would be the recommendation of PRA for Cardinal George to 
refer this matter to Mr. John O'Malley, Director of Legal Services. 

Please contact PRA at [312] 751-5205 with any questions or concerns. 

Attachment 

Cc: Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Director of Assistance Ministry 
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Present: 

Absent: 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/17/2004 

Meeting 
Date: 

Place: 

AGENDA 

#<Jh - Twenty-first Board 
December 17, 2004 

Priests' Placement Board 

Rev.: John W. Clemens, William T. Corcoran, 
James Donovan, Matthew E. Foley, Thomas Hickey, 
David A. Jones, Daniel J. McCormack. Richard Milek 

Rev. Kevin Birmingham 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. John Clemens ________ _ AM 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Vote------------

III Reports: 

1. 

Page 56 

2. John Calicott '73: This letter is written, in fulfillment of Canon 186 and the Diocesan Priests' 
Placement Board policies regarding terms of office for a pastor, to let you know that your term 
of office as pastor of Holy Angels Parish has expired. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
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Present: 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/17/2004 

MINUTES 

Meeting #61
h - Twenty-first Board 

Date: December 17, 2004 
Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Rev.: Kevin Birmingham (arriv 11:20), John W. Clemens, 
William T. Corcoran (arriv. 10:40), James Donovan, 
Matthew E. Foley, Thomas Hickey, David A. Jones, 
Daniel J. McCormack. Richard Milek 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. John Clemens 10:20 AM 

Il Acceptance of Minutes: 7-0-0 

III Reports: 

1. 

Page 57 

2. John Calicott '73:. This letter is written, in fulfillment of Canon 186 and the Diocesan Priests' 
Placement Board policies regarding terms of office for a pastor, to let you know that your term of 
office as pastor of Holy Angels Parish has expired. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

1 
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1Josl Offieo Jiox 4JJ 
lt!)qudolalo, J..f, 600(1() 

Francis Cardinal George 0.M.I. 
Office of the Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Your Eminence, 

December 18, 2004 

;<"etl"Wlt .SOuse: 847.;66.6060 
._;At'Jt: 77J.624.8J9J 
e-i(: preAeher.eAl@Att.nef 

r--~~~ 
d~~~ 

~( lf ~ J-L'~~ ~~ 
Peace. x ~ .. ~ r~ 
I am in receipt of your letter of December 10, 2004 indicating your understanding that my '5{;J' ) 
term of office .as pastor of Holy Angels Parish has expired. I believe that there has been ( ~ { 
some error. My term of office does not expire until February 2006. (Please confer the 11 o.,,. t- / 
enclosed copy of my letter of appointment.) My canonical advocate, Mgsr. Kevin Vann, r--t;J:s , 
has noted a number of times that this is a matter of some canonical importance relative to _.,,, 1¢-
my pending Tribunal trial. 

Thanking you for the pastoral concern evidenced in your le ~ 
and happiness of the Christmas season and with cordial bes 

- -- - - -- . - - - - . 

I 
l Cc: Reverend James T. Kaczorowski 

•,sen..) Am{..) SAill7 'semi me!' 
..)&aiAh 6:8 
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l • 
~ev. ~c~!' 1~· 

Cnl1cott 

'Po•r Offi"" Jioll 4H 
~v!D, J._t, 600fo0 

Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Office of the Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

December 18, 2004 

~ecrtMt J.;ousr. S47.f66.6060 
ja'Jl: 77J.6l4.S:l9:1 
£-il: prvAeher.e.l@Att.net 

?004 

Your Eminence, 

r-~~~ 
df; ~~ 

~, if~ J.L'yU ~~ 
Peace. ~ ~--~ r~ 
I am in receipt of your letter of December 10, 2004 indicating your understanding that my ~' ) 
term of office _as pastor of Holy Angels Parish has expired. I believe that there has been l ~ { 
some error. My term of office does not expire until February 2006. (Please confer the /1 o.,, t- _..,, 
enclosed copy of my letter of appointment.) My canonical advocate, Mgsr. Kevin Vann, _.,.,,..-~ 1 

has noted a number of times that this is a matter of some canonical importance relative to _., ~ 
my pending Tribunal trial. 

Thanking you for the pastoral concern evidenced in your letter, wishing you the blessings 
and happiness of the Christmas season and with cordial best wishes, I am, 

Cc: Reverend Jam es T. Kaczorowski 

•,sere..) Am;'..) SAill; 'semi me!" 
.JscnAh 6:8 
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Dec 18 04 11:45p Cardinal StritchRetreat H 847 566 6082 p. 1 

DEC 2 0 2004 
TRA VELN ACATION NOTIFICATION 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

~~----~----~~ 
[name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to 

i------ [destination address and contact phone number] from 

+l'f.J,.._•_,.l-£..1.~"__,,,f __ [departure date] through IJ, tlJ, ~"/ [return date] . 

..... J41 ....... """==--iC--'1'.L:_'t.~'1~tf_.__ __ [name of cleric] will be monitored by 

--[name of travel monitor]. [name of 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of 

[name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

[see attached corre~pondencej 

l . Contacts with minors by .111"'- Cd.4.tlli [name of cleric] must be in the 

presence of [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2.--[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of 4'£4 (jY.i.41it [cleric name] over 

/1•19, o'{ .c... l.l• :J,4'( [aforementioned time frame]. 

3. As p~eviously noted, the date ofretum toj,J .. , ~L:hltr 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for IA , AJ. 4'I [aforementioned return date]. 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be 

changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be 

Date: a. IA. 4'1 

PRA Signatur te: /2-(ZO/Ol 
A copy of this document will be provided to the cler· . T e original will be placed in the cleric's file 
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a opy w· I be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar 
for Priests' Office. 

·i';· 

Revised 8/28/03 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

December 30, 2004 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter 
of December 9, 2004, regarding the matter of Reverend John Calicott, a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago who does not currently exercise public ministry, and the allegation made 
by , following the Initial Review conducted by the Professional Responsibility 
Review Board on November 20, 2004. 

In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept 
the Board's determination that the information they received merits a further investigation to see 
if a canonical deli ct has been committed. 

With this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an allegation of 
sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against Rev. John Calicott. The terms of this 
investigation are spelled out in the decree. 

Tharik you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~CJ:x,~ 
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.l. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Reverend George J. Rassas, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

s,' 

JAN I 0 1~ oS" 

DECREE . ~ ~ -·~-·-· ..... --~ 
:~ ~ :·' ~-: 

.. :· .......... _., - . J 
Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Professional Responsibility Review 
Board that information at least seems to be true that Reverend John Calicott engaged in sexual 
misconduct with a minor at the time of the alleged incident, I have concluded that 
this constitutes information which "at least seems to be true" ( c. 1717). 

Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into 
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to Father Calicott. 

Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint 
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms. 
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717. 
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm of law 
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and 
from any witnesses (cc. 1530-1538 and 1547- 1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc. 
1540 - 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574 - 1581 ), and to 
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation. 

In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does 
nothing to harm Father Calicott's name or to violate his right to protect his privacy. 

After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written and- oral report to 
the Professional Responsibility Review Board, no later than one hundred eighty days from the 
date of this appointment. This report is to address the facts, circumstances, and imputability 
concerning the alleged offense. This report is to be sent to me, along with the advice of the 
Review Board. 

Given on December 30, 2004, at Chicago, Illinois. 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
· PFR-13 - REV JOHN CALICOTT 

January 3-8, 2005 
July 14, 2005 to August 4, 
2005 

TRA VELN ACATION SCHEDULE 
JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2005 

(Travel Monitor) 

(Travel Monitor) 
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Jan 02 05 10:4lp 
H 847 566 6082 RECEIVEl!i" 1 

Cardinal StritchRetreat 

TRA VELN A CATION NOTIFICATION 
DEC 3 0 2004 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

~~-r-!"="'>a.&UIL--- [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to 

r----- [destination address and contact phone number] from 

+/.;...;• j~·-1)=-'5° ___ [departure date] through/, (J,/l, oS: [return date]. 

_.d_c,....l='';..' _,c,1--... ,t .... l.._,,·, ..... ·Mt ____ [name of cleric] will be monitored by 

[name of travel monitor]. [name of 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility ofveri~ying the location and activities of 

[name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

[see attached correspondence/ 

1. Contacts with minors by Jal''" d.i.4tett" [name of cleric] must be in the 

presence o [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. - [name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of Jol\'fo. ~,l,'caf= (cleric name] over 

/. q, 0 ( ~ /, 91/. ar [aforementioned time frame]. 

3. As previ.ously noted, the date of return toJch'l Qtl,·,~c>H-- 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for t{ "8, £ [aforementioned return date). 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be 

circumstance, should the original plans be 

Date: ~'1J . (JC 

PRA Signatur . . {~ate: t{ ?.> { 0 S 

A co1>y of this document will be provided to the cleric. e riginal will be placed in the cleric's file 
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy w e placed i.n the cleric's file in the Vicar 
for Priests' Office. 
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-=--= ARCHDIOCES'E Of CHICAGO 
Office of Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Reverend John W. Clemens ' · 
312 751-5270 

' .-

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IUinois 60690-1979 

Fax: 312 751-5281 

TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 
RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Francis Cardinal George CJ.JJV 
Reverend John W. Clemens V 
January 4, 2005 
Term of Fr. John Calicott 

Your Eminence, 

I will take responsibility for your getting the wrong information about 
the end of Fr. Calicott's term. I was unaware of the appointment letter for 
a second term dated February 1 7, 2000 since it was before my time in the 
office. When I asked Fr. Lagges if the time John spent out of the 
pastorship counted toward his term as pastor, I was figuring from the time 
he was first appointed pastor. Pat said it counted so I figured that his 
second term was over. What I didn't know was that the start date of his 
second term was delayed until February, which means that it is not over 
until 2006. I am very sorry for this mistake but I thought I had the right 
information. 

Would you like me to write John a letter saying it was my fault and 
assuring him . and his advocate that they are correct in their date of 
February 2006? 

Please let me know. 
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MEMO from the office of: 

CARDINAL GEORGE 

For: __ lnformation 

__ Please advise 

__ Please comment 

__ Signature 

Date: 1/5/CJJ 

__ Draft reply for my signature (return original 

correspondence and this form) 

__ Reply in your own name (return copy of 

response with this form) 

__ Circulate 

>( Please handle 

I 

Remarks: ~ ~ ~ 

~~-

. ~+n-<-~ ~ 

~~~~-
Please return this form. Thank you. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Reverend John W. Clemens 
312 751-5270 

Rev. John W. Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
Post office Box 455 
Mundelein IL 60060 

Dear John, 

January 6, 2005 

file COPY 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Fax: 312 751-5281 

On behalf of the Cardinal I am writing to you to let you know that due to a clerical 
mistake, we incorrectly mailed you a notice that your second term as pastor at Holy 
Angels had ended. 

After further review, we find that this was not correct. Your second term will last until 
February 17, 2006. You were correct in your letter of December 18, 2004. 

John, I hope this clarifies the situation for you and I am sorry for any difficulty this has 
presented for you. 

John, you remain in my prayers. Keep me in yours. 

Sincerely, 

Reverend John W. Clemens, Executive Secretary 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 

JWC:mac 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

. File-PFR-13 f)) 
Leah McClu~key, Professional Responsibility Administratorv 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn]/Miller, Rev. Robert 

January 12, 2005 

PRA received a return call from Rev. Robert Miller, pastor of Holy Angels parish on 
January 11, 2005. Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests and PRA had attempted 
to reach Fr. Miller earlier in the day on January 11th and requested a return call. 

PRA reached Fr. Miller this morning and thanked him for his prompt response. It was 
then explained to Fr. Miller that the reason for yesterday's phone call was to determine if 
he was aware and/or could confirm Rev. John Calicott's presence at Holy Angels church 
on Saturday, January 8, 2005 for a funeral. Fr. Miller immediately responded that Fr. 
Calicott's godson's grandmother had passed away and that yes, the cleric was present at 
Holy Ange Is for the funeral the Saturday before. 

PRA then reminded Fr. Miller of the canonical decree forbidding Fr. Calicott's presence 
within the parish boundaries of Holy Angels until the conclusion of the pending 
canonical trial against him. Further, Fr. Miller was directed to contact either Fr. 
Kaczorowski or PRA in the event that Fr. Calicott is at Holy Angels at any time in the 
future. When PRA did not receive any response from Fr. Miller, PRA asked if he was 
still on the line. Fr. Miller then simply stated, "Yes." When asked if he had both PRA 
and Fr. Kaczorowski's phone numbers, Fr. Miller responded, "Yes." 

PRA thanked Fr. Miller for his time and the cleric responded by promptly ending the 
phone call. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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~· ~ k Q°Q 1/Jojos 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAYROLL SET UP 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 
l 

L~~i~ Social Security Number 

ctooa(~3 
Employee Number 

Active FIT ~Active P/T ___ Active PIT Benefits ___ Position-----------

'J!I Ordination Date z_ Transfer to P.C. ____ DateTransfer from Agency/Parish/School# ___ _ 

Dept.Name _________ No. /IJ350 Agency ________ N.o. I() 35'3 

Pay through payroll 

Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

t"J Effective Date: J~. ~ d ()05 
$~~705 ~~~~----~ 

$ ______ _ 

$ ______ _ 

Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

Total through Payroll $ ~ /, S /5 Total Non-Payroll 

Comments /4fo ~~~/Z_~L 
$ _____ _ 

Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone _________ Work Phone __________ Handicap: Yes ___ No __ _ 

Mailing Address _________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_Name of Dental Plan ______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Forrns attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes __ No __ Amount per year$ ___________ _ 

TRANSFERS -EFFECTIVE DATE -------------------
Transfer From To --------------- ---------------~ 

Name Parish#, School #, or Agency# Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From To --------------- ---------------~ 
Personnel Services - Interim Salary # Name Parish#, School #, or Agency# 

Transfer From ---------------
To ______________ _ 

Location Location 
Termination/Resignation/Date _________ _ Reason _____________ _ 

C2: /- J3-tf,/S-
Agency Director/Date Department Director/Date 

~~~ 
Chancellor/Date Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources 

Director, Human Resources/Date 

PinJ<;: Agency Gold: Benefits 
r.r<>ntpr/· ./11/v lnnn 
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John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels [02/10/06] 
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F. First Readings: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. Others: 

Holy Angels Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's term is not up until 
02/10/06. 

4 
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John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels [02/10/06L 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/21/2005 

Holy Angels Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's term is not up until 
02/10/06. 
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1:.xcerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/21/2005 

Holy Angels Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's term 1s not up until 
02/10/06. 
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John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels [02/10/06] 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/28/2005 

Holy Angels Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's term is not up until 
02/10/06. 
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John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels [02/10/06] 
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3. 
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5. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/28/2005 

Holy Angels Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's term is not up until 
02/10/06. 
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John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06] 

14 

-------------------·-·-----··· 
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ARCliruOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAYROLL SET UP 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 

ctltJO ::lb'g 
Social Security Number Employee Number 

Ordination Date __ '_/_4'--_ Transfer to P .C. _____ Date Transfer from Agency/Parish/School# ____ _ 

Dept. Name __________ No. I{) 3 00 Agency _________ No. I{) 5 5 'f 

Pay through payroll 
Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

EffectiveDate: J~ I, 61005 
Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

$ _____ _ $ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ $ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ $ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ $ _____ _ 

Total through Payroll $ OJ D1 9 l/3 Total Non-Payroll $ _____ _ 

Comments~~ ai.vv~ 1aZ 4~!fvm~ 
Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone'--------- Work Phone. ________ _ Handicap: Yes ____ No ___ _ 

Mailing Address __________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_ Name of Dental PISJn_·-----------------------

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Fonns attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Fonns attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribl.!tion Plan (AETNA) Yes_. _ No __ Amount per year$ ___________ _ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE----------------------

Transfer From To ----------,,,..--------------Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From To -----------------Person n e I Services - Interim Salary# Name Parish#, School#, or Agency# 

Transfer From To ________________ _ 
Location Location 

Termination/Resignation/Date Reason _______________ _ 

Agency Director/Date Department Director/Date Director, Human Resources/Date 

~ef~ 
Chancellor/Date Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Rev. 5104 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File- PFR-13 

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administra~ 
Re: Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn 

Date: January 31, 2005 

PRA received a copy of a letter from attorney dated July 
15, 2004 stating that he was representing Mr- in regards to his claim against Fr. 
Calicott. As a result, PRA presented this matter to the Independent Review Board for an 
Initial Review on November 20, 2004. The Board recommended to Cardinal George that 
this matter warrants additional investigation. 

However, there is much history on this matter. Mr. - first came forward to the 
Archdiocese of Chicago on March 31, 1994 with his allegation of sexual abuse against 
Fr. Calicott. Mr. Steve Sidlowski, the Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
interviewed Mr.-on March 31, 1994 and presented the allegation to Fr. Calicott on 
April 5, 1994. Mr. Sidlowski investigated the allegation and presented the matter to the 
Review Board for a First Stage Review on April 6, 1994. At that point in time, the 
Review Board determined that there was reasonable cause to suspect that the misconduct 
occurred. The Board also recommended that Fr. Calicott " ... should be immediately 
withdrawn from his ministerial assignment." These determinations/recommendations 
were presented to and accepted by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. 

This matter was presented to the Independent Review Board for a Second Stage Review 
on January 24, 1995. At that time, "The Board deferred from making a determination 
and recommendations to the Archbishop in the matter pending further inquiry." 

Upon receiving s letter dated July 15, 2004, PRA reviewed the 
Calicott- file. It appeared that this matter never completed the Review Board 
process, in which case PRA presented it to the Board on November 20, 2004 for an Initial 
Review. The Board made the following determinations in a December 9, 2005 letter to 
Cardinal George: 
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Memo to File PFR-13 
January 31, 2005 
Page 2 

The Board determined that in light of the information presented, it is evident that the 
First Stage Review of this matter took place on April 6, 1994 and was moved to a Second 
Stage Review on January 21, 1995. However, the Board has no evidence that the Second 
Stage Review of this matter was completed. Presently, the Board considered this matter 
and unanimously recommends that the investigation continues prior to their vote on a 
Second Stage Review. The additional information obtained will be presented to the 
Board along with all other information regarding this matter for a Second Stage Review. 

-hen Mr.-s allegation against Fr. Calicott was presented to 
the Independent Review Board on April 6, 1994, the then First Stage Review is 
equivalent to the presently used Review for Cause. Meaning, that at First Stage Review 
and Review for Cause the Board determines if there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
the alleged misconduct occurred. If there is reasonable cause to suspect, the Board also 
determines if the accused should be withdrawn from ministry or remain in ministry. At 
the time the First Stage Review was used in April 1994, the Board also had the option to 
determine if the priest should remain in limited ministry as a result of an allegation of 
sexual misconduct. 

when this matter was presented to the Independent 
Review Board on January 21, 1995, the Second Stage Review was designed to allow time 
for evaluation of the accused as well as further investigation into the allegation itself 

no need for the Review Board's consideration of this matter at this time. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

February 2, 2005 

Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Mr. Reardon, 

c 
P.O. Box 1979. 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Enclosed you will find a copy of Mr. 's report on the allegation of 
sexual misconduct against your client, Fr. John Calicott. 

If you have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205. 

Sincerely, 

t £) 
~aa,~ 

/ 

Laura A. Neri-Palomino 
Administrative Assistant 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO c . . 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

February 3, 2005 

Rev. Kevin Vann 
1725 S. Walnut Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62704 

Dear Father Vann, 

Enclosed you will find a copy of 
against Fr. John Calicott. 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

s allegation of sexual misconduct 

If you have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205. 

Laura A. Neri-Palomino 
Administrative Assistant 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File-PFR-13 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Adminiruato(!) 

Re: REV. JOHN CALICOTT'S [WITHDRAWN] RESPONSE TO -
S ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 

Date: February 4, 2005 

Date of Meeting: February 3. 2005 Time of Meeting: ll:OOam 

Present at Meeting 
Rev. John Calicott 
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

Face-to-Face Meeting 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski and PRA traveled to the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in 
Mundelein, Illinois to meet with Rev. John Calicott on February 3, 2005. The meeting time and 
place had been arranged and agreed upon by Frs. Calicott and Kaczorowski. 

PRA apologized to Fr. Calicott for beginning the meeting slightly late. Fr. Calicott had been 
waiting for Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA in the designated meeting area. 

Fr. Calicott began by stating that he and his canonical advocate Rev. Kevin Vann would be 
reporting this meeting to the tnounal judges [of the upcoming canonical trial in which he is 
involved]. As per Fr. Calicott, he has been advised by his advocate that PRA presenting him 
with Mr. s allegation at this point in time is a violation of the upcoming trial. 
Fr. Calicott then stated that Fr. Vann instructed him to provide no response to Mr. -s 
allegation at this point in time. 

PRA expressed appreciation for the information that Fr. Calicott had shared. Acknowledging the 
involvement of the different offices with this matter, PRA informed Fr. Calicott of his right to be 
informed of allegations that have been made against him in accordance with the policies and 
procedures of the Office of Professional Responsibility. 
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RESPONSE - PFR-13 
February 3, 2005 
Page2 

PRA provided Fr. Calicott with a copy of Mr. -s allegation against him. Fr. Calicott 
was informed that copies of the report would also be forwarded to his civil attorney Mr. Patrick 
Reardon and to Fr. Vann. 

PRA then asked Fr. Calicott if he had any questions or other concerns to share prior to having the 
allegation read to hini. Fr. Calicott informed PRA that he did not need to have the allegation 
read to him and that he would be able to read it himself. He was then informed of PRA's 
preference to read the report in its entirety as opposed to [PRA) attempting to summarize the 
allegation against him. 

PRA proceeded by reading Mr. -s allegation of sexual misconduct against Fr. Calicott 
in its entirety. 

Once PRA had :finished reading Mr. -·s allegation, Fr. Calicott stated that he was 
extremely angry, which was also visible to those present. Fr. Calicott also requested copies of 
the other allegations made against him. PRA agreed to send copies of the other allegations to Fr. 
Calicott, Mr. Reardon, and Fr. Vann. 

Fr. Kaczorowski then advised Fr. Calicott that he provide some sort ofresponse to Mr. 
-s allegation in the future with input from Fr. Vann and Mr. Reardon. 

Fr. Calicott again stated that Fr. Vann had told him to make no response to the allegation read to 
him [on February 3, 2005) due to the pending canonical trial. 

PRA and Fr. Kaczorowski thanked Fr. Calicott· for his time. PRA will forward a copy of a draft 
response based upon the February 3, 2005 meeting. Fr. Calicott will then be asked to review the 
draft and make any corrections necessary prior to returning it to PRA. 

Rev. John Calicott Date 

Date 
3(vi(os 
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RESPONSE - PFR-13 
February 3, 2005 
Page 3 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

February 4, 2005 

Rev. John Walter Calicott 
P. 0. Box455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

As you know, restrictions have been imposed on you as precautionary measures according to the 
norm of Canon 1722. These restrictions were confirmed by the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, and were done also to protect you. These measures include a restriction forbidding 
your presence on the property of Holy Angels parish and within the canonical territorial 
boundaries of Holy Angels parish. These restrictions remain in effect until all the canonical 
processes directed by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith are completed. 

It has come to the attention of the Vicar for Priests and the Professional Responsibility 
Administrator that you were present and spoke at a funeral service at Holy Angels Church on 
Saturday, January 8, 2005. This is the second occasion since November 2004 that your presence 
has been noted at Holy Angels Church. These are direct violations of the previously referenced 
restrictions. 

We have discussed this matter with Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. He has determined that 
your continued violation of the decree may cause anguish to your alleged victims, may put the 
Archdiocese of Chicago in jeopardy, and has also made a mockery of the canonical process. For 
these reasons, Cardinal George instructed us to inform you that as a consequence of these 
violations, your salary of$23,314.00 will be reduced by 10% effective February 1, 2005. 

If you have any questions or wish clarification, please contact Fr. Kaczorowski at [312] 642-
1837 or Ms. McCluskey at [312] 751-5205. 

Sincerely, IJ+1· 
ReV:-Jatnes T. Kaczor 
Vicar for Priests 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Rev. George Rassas, Vicar General 
Dr. Carol Fowler, Director of Personnel Services 
Rev. Msgr. Kevin Vann, Canonical Advocate 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Adjutant Judicial Vicar 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/04/2005 
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Holy Angels Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's term is not up until 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/04/2005 

Holy Angels 
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Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's term is not up until 
02110106. 
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' ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

February 7, 2005 
(312) 751-52.05 

Fax: (312) 751-52.79 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

Enclosed you will find a draft report of your response to Mr. s 
allegation of sexual misconduct against you. The report is based upon our meeting that 
took place on February 3, 2005. 

I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy. 
Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then 
return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures are provided, a copy of 
the final report will be forwarded to you, your civil attorney Mr. Patrick Reardon, and 
your canonical advocate Rev. Kevin Vann. 

Fr. Calicott, in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you return the enclosed 
report with your changes by February 18 2005. Please know that you may also respond 
by February 18th with a Written request for a two-week extension to review the report, 
which then I would ask that you return it to me by March 4, 2005. In the event that I do 
not receive a response from you by February 18th, I will assume that the draft report is 
accurate and I will proceed forward with this matter. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Professional Responsibility Administr 

Enclosure 

Cc: Mr. Patrick Reardon, civil attorney 
Rev. Kevin Vann, canonical advocate 
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~ev . ..John W• 
Cnlicot:t 

. ' ' . I 

February 9, 2005 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 

posr Offi .. J;os 4ff 
~a, .JJ, 60060 

~°'"""' ,SOuse: 847.;66.6060 
Jd: 77J.624.SJ9J t-11: ___ _ 

RECEnVED 

''· 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CH!CAGO Professional Responsibility Administrator 
Office of Professional Responsibility 

OFFICE OF PROtESS!ONAL RoS?ONSIBllliY 

PO Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

I am in receipt of your draft report regarding my response to Mr. s 
allegation of sexual misconduct against me and your cover letter to that draft report. 
Please consider this the written request for a two-week extension to review the report 
inasmuch as I will not be able to meet with my canonical advocate, Mgsr. Kevin Vann, 
until February 15th or 17th. 

The most glaring error in the report is the fact that Mgsr. Vann was not the canon lawyer 
I consulted before meeting with you. He was away on vacation. I consulted another 
prominent canon lawyer, in his absence, and it was he who gave me the canonical advice 
that I mentioned to you. He·may or may not want his named involved due to 
circumstances particular to his own situation. I do still agree with him and, with the 
matter already before tribunal judges, it is perplexing as to what, if any, response I can 
make to these allegations at this time. I certainly would not like to make any response 
that may interfere with the tribunal process, thus my need to consult with my canonical 
advocate prior to responding to the allegations and/or your draft report. 

I also request this extension due to my need to consult with Mr. Patrick Reardon whose 
legal counsel, I feel, has been keen and insightful as he has helped me deal with these 
matters over the years. 

With cordial best wishes, I am, Ms. McCluskey, 

Cc: M{ Patrick Reardon, Civil attorney· 
.. Rev: Kevin Vanti, canonical advocate • -5ere.,,) Am( .,,) SA111; 'semi me!' 

.]...,.;ab 6:8 . 
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Holy Angels Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's term is not up until 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

Laura A. Neri-Palomino t-"1 f 

Calicott, John (Withdrawn) 

March 9, 2005 

Please sign and return report to this office at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you. 

Enclosure 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 
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~ev. dohn W· 
CAiicott 

. ' 

March 29, 2005 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 

.,,..., Offico .:gox 4fJ 
J>V-lobio, ..J.,f, C.0060 

Office of Professional Responsibility 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, lL 60690-1979 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

~""°' .SOuse: 147-9'66.6060 
..j%cr• 77;.624.8;9; 

£.111111il:······ 
RECEIVED 

APR 0 1 2005 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

My reply to the allegations of sexual misconduct placed against me by 
this: 

lS 

There has been no sexual contact between me and ,at anytime ever ... · 

~ J.;ero .,) nm~' .,) Mill: "semi mel' 

.JacnAh "" 
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Holy Angels Lawrence Duris '69 - John Calicott's tenn is not up until 
02/10/06. 
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DATE, TIME 
FAX NO./NAME 
DURATION 
PAGE(S) 
RESULT 
MODE 

TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT 

04/03 20:55 
%424933 
00:00:43 
02 
OK 
STANDARD 
ECM 

TIME 
NAME 
FAX 
TEL 
SER.It 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Profcs~innal Rcspon~ibility 
676 :N. $~. C::laU, Suite 1910 
Clti~n. 1L 60611 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

'L'O: FROM: 

Rev. Ja.tnes Kacwrowski, Vicar for Lauta A. Neri-Palomino 
Priests 

FAX NUMBERS: 0.A"l"& 

312-642-4933 4/4/05 

04/03/2005 20:56 
OFF OF PROFES RESPON 
312-7515279 
312-7515206 
BROM2J864224 

(312)751-5205 
~ -800-994-6200 

fi'X (312)751-5279 

l'HQNll .N!.:MBEJl: J:'O'l'ttL NO. OF PAGES lNCLCDJNG COVER: 

2 
RP..: PflONr;; NUMBER: 

Rev. John Calicott 312-751-5205 

DcCJPIES ATTllCHED 0 PT.:P . .ASE REVmw 0 AP!?ROVAT .. NEEDED 0 T'LEASE REST'OND ASAP 

li!I SEG ATTACHED DPLEASE PROVTDE COPY 0 FOR YOUR lNFORMATlON CiP.LEASg SIGN/RR'T'URN 

Deat Fr. Kaczorowski. 

Lesh asked that I fax you the follo\Ving letter. dared Februa.ty 28, 2005. Please call Leah to 
discuss. 

Laut a 

A ttachtnent 
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT 

DATE, TIME 
FAX NO./NAME 
DURATION 
PAGE(S) 
RESULT 
MODE 

04/03 20:53 
97518314 
00:00:34 
02 
OK 
STANDARD 
ECM 

TIME 
NAME 
FAX 
TEL 
SER.It 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Rcspon9ibility 
676 N. St. Cl!li~, Suite 1910 
Chicago, lJ. 60611 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO: l'RC'lM: 

Rev. Da.nicl Smila.nic, Tribunal Laura A. Neri-Palomino . 
PAX NU~F.TlS: DATE: 

312·751-8314 4/4/05 

04/03/2005 20:54 
OFF OF PROFES RESPON 
312-7515279 
312-7515206 
BROM2J864224 

(31.2)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

rax (312)751-5279 

PHONI! NUMB!::lt: TOTAL NO. OF PAGES lNC:LUDING COVER: 

2 
RC..: PHONE NllMHl?.R: 

Rev. John Calicott 312-751-5205 

DcOPTF.S A1'1'AC!-l:ED D PLEASE REVIEW D APPROVAL NEEDED 0 PLEASE REST:'ONn ASAP 

Iii SEE ATTACHED. Droi.:BASE PROVIDE Cbl:>Y . 0 FOR YOUR INFORM A.TT ON DPLEASE SIGN/RETURN 

Deai: Ft, Smilar.iic, 

Leah asked that I fax you the following letter dated Febxuary 28, 2005. Please call Leah to 
discuss. 

Laura 

Attachtneot 
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d UNffEDSTIJ.TES 
POSTIJ.LSERV/CE 

VERIFICATION OF EMPLOYMENT 

(Company Name) 

(Street Number/Name) 

Oft '{'Jo :!1. I 
(City, State, Zip Code) 

Dear Employer: 

The individual below has applied for a position with the United States Postal Service and has given your 
·name as a previous/current employer. We would appreciate your assistance in evaluating the applicant for 
employment by answering the following questions and then signing and returning this letter in the enclosed 
envelope. 

1. Has this individual worked for your company? Yes.K_ No 

2. If yes: "M/ /t:l 'i '/ 
a. What were the dates of employment? F"-'(1- t ftfest vt 
b. What was the job? _ __,if}iL.....L..f<_.;..... -'-I -'-E_-_S_T...__ __________ _ 

c. If no longer working for you, would you rehire this applicant? Yes_ No_ 

If "No", why not? -----------------------

3. Was the individual's attendance dependable? Yes No 

4. While in your employment did this applicant display nny behavior that could be considered? 
violent or threatening? Yes_ No_ · 

5. Would you recommend employment with the U.S. Postal Service? Yes No 

Please make any job related comments that you believe to be informative about this applicant's 

qualifications: ----------------------------

Verifying Signature: 

Title: V1 ( 4,e_ 
Thank you for your assistance. 

Danny R. Zeigler 
Human Resources Specialist 
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8. 

9. 

E. Bishop Perry Agenda: 

1. PASTORS TERMS 
ADMINISTRATORS 

TERM ENDS IN 2005 

TERM ENDS IN 2006 

TERM ENDS IN 2007 

5 
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E. Bishop Perry Agenda: 

1. PASTORS TERMS 
ADMINISTRATORS 

TERM ENDS IN 2006 

TERM ENDS IN 2007 

6 
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4. 

5. 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

i) 

j) 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/08/2005 

Page 222 

k) Holy Angels: If the John Calicott '73 thing ever does get settled, perhaps Robert Miller 
'76 would be willing to be pastor. 

9 
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l-~~ 
Ollke of Prof~•ional Re;po~ibi~CHOICXESE O_f _C_H_l_C_f.J_C_O _____ P.0-.-Bo-x -197_9~\' ~~ • 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, April 9, 2005 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Non-members present: /)) 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA:ltJ 
Rev_ Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - March 19, 2005 
• One typo on page 2, 
• Unanimously approved pending one correction [ 6-0] 

• 

II. Case Reviews 

Initial Review 
A. In the Matter of Rev. John Calicott [Withdrawn 2002] - PFR - 13 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) ?Sl-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation made by

•••• The claim is as follows: Fr. Calicott slept in the same bed as ••••• 
Fr. Calicott attempted to masturbat on two separate occasions in the same 
evening while in the same bed. 

In a 6-0 vote in light of the infonnation presented, the Board determined that this matter 
warrants additional investigation. The Board also requested that PRA complete the 
following tasks: 

AOC 011537 



B. 

MINUTES 
April 9, 2005 
Page2 

• To attempt to locate by speaking with Assistance Ministry, and/or 
~a letter to s last known address, and/or contacting Rev ... 
~r of St Ailbe's to determine if is currently involved with 
the parish 

• Fr. Smilanic will attempt to identify a contact at St Ailbe's with whom PRA may be 
able to share knowledge of and/or his family. 

• Due to relevance o 's allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Calicott, 
the Review Board has requested that PRA do the following: 
• Request written explanation of the status of this matter from John O'Malley, 

Director of Legal Services 
• Provide Board with copy of 

for its review. 
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MINUTES 
April 9, 2005 
Page3 
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III. 

MINUTES 
April 9, 2005 
Page4 

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 16, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel A Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, April 9, 2005 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - March 19, 2005 

II. Case Reviews 

Initial Review: 
A In the Matter of John Calicott (Withdrawn 2002)- PFR-13 

• Allegation made by 

B. 

III. Other Matters 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, April 16, 2005 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

To: File - PFR-13 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75I-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Calicott, John (Withdrawn) 

Date: April 9, 2005 

A summary of the conversation from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on April 
9, 2005: 

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation made by 
The claim is as follows: Fr. Calicott slept in the same bed as Mr. -Fr. Calicott attempted to 
masturbate Mr. on two separate occasions in the same evening while in the same bed. 

In a 6-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this matter warrants 
additional investigation. The Board also requested that PRA complete the following tasks: 

• 

• 

To atte~ Mr. -by speaking with Assistance Ministry, and/or sending a letter 
to Mr._...last known address, and/or contacting Rev pastor of St. Ailbe's 
to determine if Mr __ is currently involved with the parish --
Fr. Smilanic will attempt to identify a contact at St Ailbe's with whom PRA may be able to 
share knowledge of Mr. -and/or his fumily. 
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RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGr 
Professional Responsibility Review Board 
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSmON 

The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on tt l q ! 0 5 to conduct a(n) 
{eter dat: month/day/year) 

(checkone:J ~itial Review 
Status Report 

Preliminary Review Review for Cause Supplementary Review 

regarding the allegation of ____ __,_.,....---

against ______ __.fl0ii--::(e,_nt-er_n·a-me_o ..... 'Wh.'11egllt..G .... ~,.....·~=-im ..... ~ _.....UM.._._~0=-~() __ .ft-'-'-------------
(enter name of accused priest or deacon) 

~riest of the Archdiocese of Chicago a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of __________ _ 

(check one:) 

(enter name of {Arch]diocese) 

a religious priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

a resigned priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the .. R~vjw B~etermined th~,., /.-, 
(check one:) ~e information ~s~e ~Fl~. (Ill v..cshvJ""' .,fn-

(check one:) 

the information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed. 

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that 

the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. 
the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry. 
the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

fcheckone:J there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

· (check one:) the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 
no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

The Board further recommends: (, ro Wflv{v"r!VV\Js t1dd . I 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-13 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Calicott, John (Withdrawn 

Date: April 9, 2005 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

A summary of the conversation from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on April 
9, 2005: 

NOTE: 
This matter was not scheduled to be discussed at this meeting but was brought up for discussion 
anyway. 

• Due to relevance of 's allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Calicott, the 
Review Board bas requested that PRA do the following: 

• Request written explanation of the status ofthis matter from John O'Malley, Director of 
Legal Services 

• Provide Boa,rp witq ~opy of for its 
review. 
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.. 04111 /2005 13: 45 FAX 3126069133 SUITE 1938 ~002 

Or de.- <Rev. 9/13104) CCG 0002 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

v. No. tJl.f '- oo -:<66 I 
. ,, 

(. 

QRDER 

_~h.J ltlor/t>..V or- PEPe;ViJP1JJ/· r ·l"//Ltc.uff-/Jr1£-~- Heif~1111c.-/Tr u.lfc~E8Yo.<t¥".e.u 
.. h<.;: . / . I 

TH11-f;{#..!;r-EA.1/)efA)r ~,,,, '-ICo-rT 5 /Jlo"f"/ON 7P /)t.>/Jll~S J.f ~~AAJ l.e.D /}pf) n1c

/JIJ~~-;·~~i"fU.Sc /15 To 111.41 Is 0!5MIS s E )> wl ill ?.e.£Jt.<.DIC €, 

rrli~ O~i>C!<. I 5 ~P£C..1 FtC."'1L c.. "r 8fl5C"i> I{~ 71-ltf <~~TS C.0Al51.])"-e~/IT10Al 
C>F m.t l4~Es Ci/;:' /ti.Fl! Jt: ~ 179 .ZL'-~ ::u:>?;, fiµD LLJIJY J! KutJL, 

I-Sf' Iu .. 2J) t,03, {i-115 CC41'l.I ~rcc,.,;:::-,_c/J.L.l..Y F/.;VJ>$ THHT 

l.1-/_l/Ne;.-£"· 7H1~ coul<7 'S 

flND !HE C'-//Y CAse:.,· 

Atty. No.: ~ o_s- ~-='8·: 
Name: P. Re-.4~-"" 
A~ty. for: St CAL 1 c: o r'T 
.l\.d<1ress: ;;>.?-../ . ;fJ. L/-J ~/fl /;;C-l?.38 

1~ty/State/Z.lp: c..» I P,19-G-Q r 1 L l,. 60/£J/ 

l'elepbone: ~/ 2- 3 72---5'7 / 6 

ENTERED: 

Judge Judge's No. 

DO'ROTBY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
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PATRICK G. :REARDON 

ATIORNEY AND COUNSELOR /tiJ LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO. IWNOIS 60601 

/I.Rf.A CODE 312 

372-5716 

Rev. James Kazcorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N. Michigan Avenue - Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Father Kazcorowski, 

April 11,2005 

This letter is to advise you that I appeared before the Circuit Court of Cook 
County, Judge S. Zwick, today on the case of John Doe v. John Calicott and 
Archdiocese of Chicago. After lengthy briefing and legal arguments, Judge Zwick 
granted my motion to dismiss the case with prejudice against Father Calicott. This 
means that the only avenue left to the plaintiff is an appeal to the Illinois Appellate 
Court. 

I have previously sent a bill for legal services on behalf of Father Calicott. 
This bill has not been paid. I include a copy of that previous bill herein. I also 
submit a bill for time expended since that previous bill. I originally accepted service 
for Father Calicott·in this matter at the request of Archdiocesan lawyers. I sincerely 
hope that these bills for successful work on the matter will be honored promptly. 

I also wish to discuss with you whether I should continue representing Father 
Calicott, if indeed the plaintiffs attorney makes good on his statement that he 
wished to appeal. I will be happy to provide more detailed information to you when 
we speak. Please contact me at your convenience. In the meantime, thank you for 
your constant concern for Father Calicott and the many others you serve. 

S~ely., 

~~ 
Patrick G. Reardon 
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-- ----- --------------------------------: :--:-:-.---~--------------------·---·- ---· ·-· . 

BILL FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

ON BEHALF OF 

FATHER JOHN CALICOTT, DEFENDANT 

PATRICK G. REARDON, ATTORNEY 

CABE NO. 04 L 002661 

Bill through April 11, 2005 

Legal Fee: 13.7 @$200.00 per hour 

Total Due:$ 2,740.00 

Date Description Time 

1-20-05 Court Appearance 1.0 

2-25-05 Court Appearance 1.2 

3-20-05 Review Plaintiff's Supplemental Memo and Being 4.0 
Defendant's Supplemental Memo 

3-22-05 Complete Defendant's Supplemental Memo and 4.0 
Prepare for Service 

4-11-05 Prepare for Argument on Defendant's Motion to 2.0 
Dismiss 

4-11-05 Court Appearance: Defendant's Motion to Dismiss 1.5 
Granted With Prejudice 

13.7 Hours 

$200.00 x 13.7= $2,740.00 
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BILL FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

ON BEHALF OF 

FATHER JOHN CALICOTT, DEFENDANT 

PATRICK G. REARDON, ATTORNEY 

CASE NO. 04 L 002661 

Bill through. October 15, 2004 

Legal Fee: 21.5@ $200.00 per hour 

Total Due: $ 4,300.00 

Date Description Time 

3-10-04 Initial Meeting with client at Mundelein 1.5 

4-8-04 Review file, P.G.R. 3.0 

5-17-04 Draft Motion to Dismiss Complaint, P.G.R. 5.0 

5-18-04 Draft and File Motion to Dismiss Complaint, P.G.R. 5.0 

6-01-04 Motion for Leave to File Appearance and Motion to 1.0 
Dismiss Instanter, P.G.R. 

6-25-04 Courtappearance,P.G.R. 1.0 

8/11/04 Court appearance, P.G.R. 1.0 

9/29/04 Court appearance, P.G.R. 1.0 

10/10/04 Draft Reply Memorandum to Response to Motion to 3.0 
Dismiss Complaint, P.G.R. 

21.5 Hours 

$200 x 21.5= $4,300.00 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Ralph Bonaccorsi 
McCluskey, Leah 
4/14/2005 10:04:52 AM 
Re: Contact? 

My last contact withllwas March 2,05 .... lt was regarding his need to get an atty. to represent 
him .. Ralph 

>» Leah McCluskey 04/13/05 1 :25 PM >» 
Hello all, 

Just wanted to know if any of you have had recent contact with I last heard from him 
via a voice mail between the Christmas and New Year holidays and left him a message on his cell today. 
But wanted to double check with you. 

Thanks. 

Leah 
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John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06] 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a series of e-mails sent by Victim IN to various Archdiocesan employees 
between April 17 and April 27, 2005, in which Victim IN expresses his frustration at how the 
Archdiocese has responded to abuse victims, including himself. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a series of e-mails sent by Victim IN to various Archdiocesan employees 
between April 17 and April 27, 2005, in which Victim IN expresses his frustration at how the 
Archdiocese has responded to abuse victims, including himself. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

April 18, 2005 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75i-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Please be advised that the Professional Res o · · · Review Board met on April 9, 
2005 and conducted an Initial Review o allegation of sexual 
misconduct against Rev. John Calicott pursuant to Artie e 104.8 of the Review Process 
for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Calicott is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. 

The Board determined that in light of the information presented, additional investigation 
of the matter is warranted. The additional information obtained will be presented to the 
Board along with all other information regarding this matter for a Review for Cause. 

If you have any questions. please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

ah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Adm· 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests RECEIVED 

APR 2;, 9 2005 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Leah McCluskey 

4/19/2005 4:38:27 PM 
Upcoming Canonical Trial 

Fr. Smilanic and Mr. -

Smilanic, Daniel 

~and I spoke via phone today regarding the upcoming canonical trial involving John 
~had some specific questions regarding the trial that I suggested you might be 
able to answer more accurately than I could. Mr. requested that I initiate contact between the 
two of you via e-mail. 

Mr. e-mail is: 
Fr. Smilanic's e-mail is: dsmilanic@archchicago.org 

The suggestion at this point would be that the two of you correspond with each other via e-mail. 

If I can be of any additional assistance, please let me know. 

Thank you both. 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: 312.751.5205 
Fax: 312.751.5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Mr. 

Daniel Smilanic 

4/23/2005 6:57:14 PM 
Re: Canonical Trial 

I apologizefor not getting back to you sooner - I am dealing with a medical problem in my family. I did try 
an call you tonight, Saturday night at about 6:45 pm. 
The work of the trial you refer to is being organized - there was a delay because another trial is reaching 
a conclusion and it was difficult to organize it. You and the others you referred to will certainly be asked 
to testify. I am forwarding your message to the one whom the Cardinal has asked and appointed to 
manage the trial, an current, active Circut Court Judge, Daniel Welter. He is also managing the earlier 
trial. 
One of the delays presented by the earlier trial was finding and contacting those who would be witnesses; 
as they grew up, they moved on both occupationally and geographically. It finally became necessary to 
hire a professional to trace them. Consequently, I would as that you please keep us informed of any 
change in your address or telephone number. 
I will not be available on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday of this-coming week, but I will after that. 
Fr. Dan Smilanic 

04/21/05 2:48 PM»> 

I was one of the victims of Fr. Calicott. I would like to speak with you regarding the status of the 
Canonical Trial. My understanding was that the victims would be involved in the process to have our 
voices heard. Please give me a number by which I ca~and a time that you would be 
available. If you wish to call me, my home number is ~It would be preferable for me to call 
you. 

CC: . mflores@archchicago.org 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a series of e-mails sent by Victim IN to various Archdiocesan employees 
between April 17 and April 27, 2005, in which Victim IN expresses his frustration at how the 
Archdiocese has responded to abuse victims, including himself. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a memorandum to file, prepared by Leah McCluskey of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review and dated April 29, 2005, 
summarizing a meeting between Ms. McCluskey; Ralph Bonaccorsi, of the Office of Assistance 
Ministry, and Victim IO to fonnalize Victim IO's allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. John Calicott 
when Victim IO was a minor. According to the summary, Victim IO alleged he was abused 
when he was 16 years old in approximately 1980, when Fr. Calicott was assigned to St. Ailbe 
parish. The abuse consisted of two instances of Fr. Calicott masturbating Victim IO while on an 
out-of-state trip with other minors. According to Victim IO, Fr. Calicott admitted to Victim IO 
shortly after this trip that he had abused Victim IN. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

To: 

From: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 

Laura A. Neri-Palomino 
Administrative Assistant 

Re: Calicott, Rev. John (Withdrawn) 

Date: April 29, 2005 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Please note that the I in Mr. s name should be removed per his 
request. 

Cc: Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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, 
ARCHDIOCtSt OF CHIC/\CO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

May 2, 2005 

Enclosed you will find a final report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. 
John Calicott. The report is based upon your revisions you returned to me. Thank you so 
much for your additions and changes. 

Upon your review of the report, please provide your signature and date and return the 
document in the envelope provided. 

Mr. - in the interest of continuing to expedite this process, I ask that you return 
the enclosed report to me by May 16, 2005. In the event that I do not receive any 
response from you by May 16th, I will assume that the final report is accurate and I will 
continue to proceed forward with this matter. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Sino ely,, 
/ 'l 1/ 
1 UA1/lll! 11 

. 1'.:f.-t VlcuVor,0° 
lleah Mc luskey 
Professional Responsibility Ad 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

May 7, 2005 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter 
of April 18, 2005, regarding the matter of Reverend John Calicott, a priest of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago who is currently withdrawn from ministry, and the allegation made by .. 

- following the Initial Review conducted by the Professional Responsibility Review 
Board on April 9, 2005. 

In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept 
the Board's determination that the information suggests further investigation into whether 
Father Calicott engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. 

Since a penal trial is already underway, the matter will be investigated in the course of thr 
trial. I will hand the material already collected over to the judges and ask that they incorporate 
this material into the acts of the case. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~LDvk 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

cc: Reverend George J. Rassas, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 

Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Cano··-"~ej?'@ fC: n M fC: [O] 
Reverend James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests !.!; U ~ 1£ 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor MAY R ~ 2005 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

OFFICE OF THE 
CHANCELLOR 
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APPEAL TO TI-IE APPELLATE COURT OF ILLINOIS 
FOR TI-IE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

FROM THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - LAW DfVISION 

JOHN DOE 
Plaintiff, 

V. 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a 
Corporation Sole, Individually; 
JOHN CALICOIT, Individually and as an 
Agent and/or Employee of CATHOLIC BISHOP 
OF CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, 

Def end ants. 

) 
) 
) 
) Appeal from Cook County 
) Circuit Court No. 04 L 002661 
) Judge Susan Zwick Presiding 
) Date of Order: April 11, 2005 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

NOTICE OF FILING 

To: See Attached Service List 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the IO'h day of May, 2005, we shall file with the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, Plaintiff-Ap ant's Notice of 
Appeal, a copy of which is attached hereto. ·· 

.. . , 
~:.:~ --
c..·, •• 

c-.. .: , 
·-

--

\) 

o 
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DOE v. CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, et al. 

James A. Serritella 
James C. Geoly 
Patricia B. Carlson 
Bradley I. Schecter 

No. 04 L 002661 "C" 
Our File No. 04-5327 

BURKE, \V ARREN, MacKA Y & SERRITELLA, P.C. 
330 N. Wabash, 22"d Floor 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Phone No. 312-840-7000 
Fax No. 312-840-7900 
{Attorneys for Defendant, Catholic Bishop of Chicago} 

Patrick G. Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 6060 I 
Phone: 312-372-5716 
Fax No. 312-606-9133 
{Attorney for Defendant, John Calicott} 
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APPEAL TO THE APPELLATE COURT OF ILLINOIS 
FOR TI-IE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

FROM THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - LAW DIVISION 

JOHN DOE 
Plaintiff, 

) 
) 
) ,-, 

··- ~ ) Appeal from Cook Counfy .. - :1': 

V. 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a 
Corporation Sole, Individually; 

) Circuit Court No. 04 L 002661 ~ :::< 
) Judge Susan Zwick Presiding 

CJ 
) Date of Order: April 11, 2005 -

JOHN CALICOTT, Individually and as an 
Agent and/or Employee of CATHOLIC BISHOP 
OF CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, 

) . ~ ~ _,_ 
) - . .. :.: -:: 
) ~~.~ '., c-

: J C") 

) .-
Defendants. ) 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 

Now comes the plaintiff,.JOHN DOE, by and through his counsel, -

and pursuant to Illinois Supreme Court Rules 30I, and 304(a) 

hereby appeal to the Appellate Court of Illinois, First District, from the Order of the 

Circuit Court of Cook County of April I l 1\ 2005. On that date the Honorable Susan 
j 

Zwick entered a Motion to Dismiss Plaintiff's Complaint at Law in favor of John Calicott 

and against the plaintiff. Plaintiff respectfully requests that this court reverse the trial 

court's order of April I I, 2005 dismissing John Calicott and remand the matter for 

further proceedings. Plaintiff brings this appeal pursuant to Illinois Supreme Court Rules 

30I and 304(a). 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff JOHN DOE prays that the order of April I l 1\ 2005 in 

the Circuit Court of Cook County, Law Division, be reversed and remanded to the trial 

court for further proceedings, and all other relief deemed just and appropriate. 

i-:; . . 

~· ' 
: 'J 

·~_; 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

; 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
p . 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

May 10, 2005 

Dear Mr. 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on April 9, 
2005 and conducted an Initial Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct 
against Rev. John Calicott pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Calicott is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, 

Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the 
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. The additional information 
obtained will be presented to the Board with all other information regarding this matter at 
a Review for Cause. If you have any additional information at this time, please forward it 
to my attention. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be 
available to you. They may be reached at [312] 751-8267. 

::!'J/:;rel~ J1 e , • ~/ 
\Jf!!bi W,(J2 i11c{Lv2s.r-
teah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Admin· _ or 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 

AOC 011570 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

May 10, 2005 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

c 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibilit~t on April 9, 
2005 and conducted an Initial Review regarding Mr . .......--allegation of 
sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. 

Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the 
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. The additional information 
obtained will be presented to the Board at a Review for Cause of this matter. If you have 
any additional information at this time, please forward it to my attention. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
(312] 751-5205. Also, please know that your Vicar for Priests Rev. James T. 
Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at [312] 642-183 7. 

s· ely, 

[JlJ/0L(iMift(S 
McCluskey 

Professional Responsibility Administr O!..,. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Kevin Vann, Canonical Advocate 
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Civil Attorney 
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BURI<E, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C. 

/AM~ A. SBRRITSLLA 
OIR8Cf DIAi. NllNBl!ll 
(l 12) 840-1040 
jscrri~Ua@bultcelaw.com 

De3r 

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA 
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE 
CHICAGO, lLUNOfS 60611·3&17 

TELEPliONE (312) 84M'000 
FACSIMILE (3t2) 840-1'900 

www.burkel.il\·.com 

May 11, 2005 

l am following up on an e-mail dated April 24, 2005 from in which he 
identified you as his attorney regarding the above matter and your letter of May S, 2005. I have passed 
these materials on to Ms. Leah McCluskey, the Professional Responsibility Administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. It is my understanding that someone from her office has been in contact with 
you about this matter, and the Professional Responsibility Board is processing Mr. -s 
allegation_ With respect to your claim against the Archdiocese, we are not authorized to resolve claims 
until the Professional Responsibility Board has completed its review. 

As you probably already know, either you or your client can contact Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
(312-751-8267), Assistance Minister of the Archdiocese, for pastoral assistance or therapy at the 
Archdiocese's expense from a licensed therapist of your client's choice. Your request for emergency 
assistance has been referred to Mr. Bonaccorsi's office for processing. His office considers requests on 
a case-by-case basis and ordinarily does not provide such assistance Wlless the person requesting it is 
also receiving therapy. Amounts advanced will be deduoted from any scttlemeat that may be reached. 
Depending on your preference, Mr. Bonaccorsi will communicate with either you or your client about 
emergency assistance. 

Please direct all your communications about this claim to the undersigned. 

lj 

cc: Leah McCluskey (via facsimile) 
Ralph Bonaccorsi (via facsimile) 

S/111200513:19 PMm891/0044-0/J5584911 

c0rc0"d 

Very truly yours, 

R:::s~~ 
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BURKE, WARREN, MACK.A Y & SERRITELLA, P.C. 

SEND TO: Rev .. T:. Kaczorowski 

SEND TO: Rev E. Grace 

SEND TO: John O'Malley 

SEND TO: 

SENT BY: James A. Serritella 

CLlENT#: 09891: 

DATE: 5/12/2005 

COMMENTS: 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: 

:llND flLOOR IDM PLAZA 
J30 NORTH WABASH AVBNUE 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60611-3607 
TELEPHONE: ()12) 840·7000 
FACSIMILE\: (312)840-7900 

FAX TRANS MITT AL FORM 

FAX#: 642-4933 

FAX#: 642-4933 

FAX#: 

FAX#: 

MATIER#: 00440 

PHONE#: 642-1837 

PHONE#: 642-1837 

PHONE#: 751-5379 

PHONE#: 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 11 

If you have received this fax. and are not the addressed recipient, please notify the sender immediately by 
telephone and return tre original message by mail. lbank you. 

Please can our facsimile center at (312) 840· 7030 if there is a problem with this fax transmission, or if 
you wish to confirm the transmission. 
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MAY-12-2005 13:39 FROM: T0:312 7515279 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF LEGAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago IL 60690·1979 

(312) 751-5379 
fax (312) 751-5252 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 2 2005 
ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

fax 
llfFICE Of PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Leah McCluskey 

from: I 
'---~~~-~----~~~~---! 

Jan Leonatti, Office Manager 

date: I 
'--~~-~~~~~-~~~-~.....J 

May 12, 2005 

subject: 

pages: .... I _____ 2_(i_nc_·l_ud_in_g_co_v_e_r) ____ ____1 

NOTES; 

F:\Userdirs\Forms\Janfax: 
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BURKE, WARREN, MACK.A Y & SERRITELLA, P.C. 

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA 
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611·3607 
TELEPHONE: ()12)8.40-7000 
FACSIMILE: (312) 84-0-7900 RECEIVED 

MAY l 2 2005 
FAX TRANSl\fiTT AL FORM ARCHDIOCESE DF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONS/B/UTY 

SEND TO: Leah McCluskey 

SEND TO: Ralph.Bonaccorsi 

SEND TO: 

DATE: 5/12/05 

SENT BY: Jame~ A. Serritella 

ORIGINAL TO FOLl!.OW: NO 

COMMENTS: 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: 

FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

751-5279 
751-5205 

751-8307 
751-8267 

CLIENT/MA TIER#: 09891-00440 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 10 
(lnclud• Co\l\!T Sheet) 

If you have received this fax and are not the addressed recipient, please notify the sender immediately 
by telephone and return the original message by mail. Thank you. 

Please call our facsimile center at (312) 840-7030 if there is a problem with this fax transmission, or if 
you wish to confirm the transmission. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces an e-mail from Victim IO to Leah McCluskey on May 12, 2005 in which 
Victim IO expresses his frustration at the letter he received on May 10, 2005 from Ms. 
McCluskey's office notifying Victim IO of the Review Board's detennination that the matter of 
Victim IO's allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. John Calicott when Victim IO was a minor 
warrants further investigation. Victim IO wants to know what further infonnation is needed and 
is concerned that the Archdiocese's style and timing of communications with victims is partially 
to blame for victims not wanting to come forward with allegations of abuse. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/13/2005 

J'~E P.t,\.STORS WERE EXTENDED -··-----···----·-------------·--·--·---·-·----··-----~.'."_TO: 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/13/2005 

Page 273 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/20/2005 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06 

8 
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John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/27/2005 

Page 296 ,,,... 
IHES~_:eA-~J]2RS..WERJt~~-T.~rillEJt__________ __ ------··-···--

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02110106 
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JUN - 6 2005 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Most Reverend Joseph N. Perry 
Episcopol Vic.1r - Vicariate VI 
Auxiliory Bishop of Chicago 

Post Office Box 733 
South Holl;:ind, IL 60473-0733 

Phone: 708/ 339-24 74 
F;ix: 7081339-2477 

June 1, 2005 

Carol Fowler 
Department of Human Resources 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Dear Carol, 

Enclosed, please find an employment reference for Father John Calicott that came 
in the mail yesterday. I feel uncomfortable responding to it thinking that it probably 
more appropriate for Human Resources to do so given the ramifications of the categories 
for 'vhich they a.re ai'k:iog response .. Rmnor has it that Father Calic0tt ha.s appli.~d fo.r 
employment with the U.S. Postal Service. Fr. Patrick Lagges in the Judicial Offices 
would have more information about that. 

Anything remaining, don't hesitate to contact me. 

Ase~er, (; 

~j-i'L ,)-----x 
Mo~t Reverend Joseph~. Perry 
Auxiliary Bishop 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/03/2005 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

June 9, 2005 

United States Office of Personnel Management 
Federal Investigations Processing Center 
PO Box 618 
Boyers, PA 16018-0618 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The enclosed references for John Walter Calicott come under the purview of the above 
named office. Hence, both references are being sent from the Office of the Vicar for 
Priests, Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Jam es T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 

JK: maz 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/10/2005 
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excerpt; u1ocesan t'rresrs· t'lacement l:joard, 06/17/2005 

THESE PASTORS WERE EXTENDED --TO: 

6 

·------ ·-------·---------~--~~-·-· 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/17/2005 

Page 324 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02110106 

8 

AOC 011588 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, June 18, 2005 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

MINUTES CORRECTED 

Review Board Members Present: 

Members absent: 

Non-members present: ~)} 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [P~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - May 21, 2005 
• Change made to last bullet point at the bo~ [see "Corrected" 

minutes]; then approved by a vote of6-0 [--was not yet present] 

• 

• 

II. Case Reviews 
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B. 

MINUTES 
June 18, 2005 
Page 2 
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MINUTES 
Jwie 18, 2005 
Page3 
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MINUTES 
June 18, 2005 
Page4 

C. In the Matter of Rev. John Calicott (Withdrawn 2002) PFR-13 
The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made by 
•••••• The allegation is as follows: Fr. Calicott slept in the same bed as Mr. 
•••;Fr. Calicott attempted to masturbate Mr.-on two separate occasions 
in the same evening while in the same bed. 

In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board recommends that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Further, the Board 
recommends that Fr. Calicott's withdrawal from ministry continues as well as the current 
restrictions and monitoring imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

III. Other Matters 

• 

AOC 011592 



• 

• 

MINUTES 
June 18, 2005 
Page 5 

• PRA provided an update of new allegations to Board members 

• PRA provided an update of Cardinal George's decisions to accept all Review Board 
recommendations made in regards to the May 21, 2005 and May 31, 2005 meetings 

• will not be present at the July 16, 2005 scheduled Review Board 
meeting 

NexJ scheduled meeting is Saturday, July 16, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, June 18, 2005 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Review Board Members Present: 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Non-members present: A, 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - May 21, 2005 
• Change made to last bullet point at the ho~ [see "Corrected" 

minutes]; then approved by a vote of6-0 ~was not yet present] 

• 

• 

Il. Case Reviews 

Review for Cause 
A. 
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B. 

MINUTES 
June I 8, 2005 
Page2 
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MINUTES 
JWJe 18, 2005 
Page3 
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MINUTES 
June 18, 2005 
Page4 

C. In the Matter of Rev. John Calicott (Withdrawn 2002) PFR-13 

D. 

The Review Board oonducted a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made by 
. The allegation is as follows: Fr. Calicott slept in the same bed as Mr. 

-; Fr. Calicott attempted to masturbate Mr. -on two separate occasions 
in the same evening while in the same bed. 

In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board recommends that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Further, the Board 
recommends that Fr. Calicott's withdrawal from ministry continues as well as the current 
restrictions and monitoring imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

ill. Other Matters 

• 
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• 

• 

MINUTES 
June 18, 2005 
Page 5 

• PRA provided an update of new allegations to Board members 

• PRA provided an update of Cardinal George's decisions to accept all Review Board 
recommendations made in regards to the May 21, 2005 and May 31, 2005 meetings 

• will not be present at the July 16, 2005 scheduled Review Board 
meeting 

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, July 16, 2005 al 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar fot Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, June 18, 2005 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - May 21, 2005 and May 31, 2005 (Conference call) 

IL Case Reviews 

Review for Cause: 

A 

B. 

C. In the Matter of Rev_ John W. Calicott (Withdrawn 2002) - PFR-13 
• Allegation made 
• Initial Review - April 9, 2005 

D. 

III. Other Matters 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, July 16. 2005_ 
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ARCHDIOCESE ()F CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File- PFR-13 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Calicott, Rev. John (Withdrawn) 

Date: June 18, 2005 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60fii:!0-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax.: (312) 751-5279 

www.;:irchchicago.org 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Board Meeting on June 18, 2005: 

The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause regarding the alle~e b~ 
The allegation is as follows: Fr. Calicott slept in the same bed as Mr.~; Fr. Calicott 
attempted to masturbate Mr. - on two separate occasions in the same evening while in the 
same bed. 

In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board recommends that there is reasonable 
cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Further, the Board recommends that Fr. 
Calicott's withdrawal from ministry continues as well as the current restrictions and monitoring 
imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 
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\RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAG' 
Professional Responsibility Review Board 
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSmON 

The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on (p t q. 0 S to conduct a(n} 

(check one:) Initial Review 
Status Report 

regarding the allegation of ___ __, 
(ent'\'~~ 

Supplementary Review 

against ________ --..!:!.lN-=....i.~.:....1-=--~~~~--------------
<enter name of accused priest or deacon) 

(check one:) VJ. priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of __________ _ 

(entar name of [Arch]diocese) 

a religious priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

a resigned priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

a deceased priest or deacon of ________________ _ 

which claims as follows: S -..=..!:~~'-'--='-4----"-.!......!........=~.:....:..._~---1~.=....;;__~~~L-.::..::;,--=.-+---

V\f\tl~ dfi ei.--

Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) the information at least seems to be true of an offense. 
the information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed. 

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that 

(checkone:J the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. 
the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry. 
the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(checkone:J yiere is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

{check one:) \/\he priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
,f-F ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 

Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 
no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

The Board further recommends: I ~O @~V\tl!kLt CIA.Mt;£ /:fJ 
41ASl'{¥11-
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

June 20, 2005 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751'-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

RECEIVED 

JUN 2 I 2005 
ARCHDIDCESE OF CHICAGO 155 E. Superior Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 DFFICE OF PROFESSIONAl RESPONSIBILITY 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Please be advised that the Professional ResQonsibility Review Board met on June 18, 
2005 and conducted a Review for Cause of 's allegation of sexual 
misconduct against Rev. John Calicott pursuant to Article§ 1104.9 of the Review Process 
for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Calicott is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. 

The Board determined that in light of the information presented, there is reasonable cause 
to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. The Board also recommended that Fr. 
Calicott's withdrawal from ministry continue as well as the current restrictions and 
monitoring that have been imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

. . ' 1/ttifwJtt . 
LOah McCluskey ~ 
Professional Responsibility Admin~ 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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Office of Professional Responsibility 

June 28, 2005 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 18, 
2005 and conducted a Review for Cause regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct 
against Rev. John Calicott pursuant to Article § 1104.9 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Calicott is withdrawn from ministry. 

At a Review for Cause, the Review Board determines, based on the information that has 
been gathered and made available to it, whether there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
the priest engaged in the sexual misconduct of a minor. If the Board determines that 
there is reason to suspect that sexual misconduct of a minor has occurred and Cardinal 
George accepts the recommendation, formal proceedings commence under Canon 
[Church] Law. 

In the Review for Cause of this matter on June 18th, the Board determined that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. The Board also 
recommended that Fr. Calicott's withdrawal from ministry continue as well as the current 
restrictions and monitoring that have been imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies 
and procedures. Cardinal George has accepted the Board's recommendations. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
(312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be 
available to you. They may be reached at (312] 751-8267. 

1'bttfffe 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Administ 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardina s elegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75J-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

June 28, 2005 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility ~et on June 18, 
2005 and conducted a Review for Cause regarding Mr-allegation of 
sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article§ 1104.9 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. 

In the Review for Cause ofthis matter on June 18th, the Board determined that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. The Board also 
recommended that your withdrawal from ministry continue as well as the current 
restrictions and monitoring that have been imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies 
and procedures. Cardinal George has accepted the Board's recommendations. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, your Vicar for 
Priests continues to be available to you. He may be reached at [312] 642-1837. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Civil attorney 
Rev. Kevin Vann, Canonical Advocate 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop !SSE. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

June 29, 2005 

I am writing to you in order to fonnalize my handwritten note of June 21, 2005 in 
response to your letter of June 20, 2005, regarding the matter of Reverend John Calicott, a 
priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who is not presently exercising priestly ministry, and the 
allegations of sexual misconduct that were made against him by . This matter 
was discussed in a Review for Cause by the Professional Responsibility Review Board at their 
meeting of June 18, 2005. 

I accept the Review Board's determination that there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
the alleged misconduct occurred. Since there is already a penal trial underway against Father 
Calicott, I ask that the Promoter of Justice be informed of this matter and that the material from 
the preliminary investigation be incorporated into the acts of the case. 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~ u;c~ ~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Reverend George J. Rassas, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical 
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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· ·,"'" . ', . ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 1_~'-1_:," ?;;\ 

PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAYROLL SET(.9f6Ki,} 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS ,H.~/ 
dfJb~~g 
Employee Number 

Ordination Date I f 7J Transfer to P.C. _____ Date Transfer from Agency/Parish/School# ____ _ 

Dept. Name __________ No./ 6 3 S'O Agency _______ No. I tJ 5S'1 
Pay through .payroll 
Regular Sa'lary . 
(Compensation Book) 
Qther: Type 

Effective Date:----------

Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

. . ' . $. ______ _ .$ _____ _ 

$ ______ _ $ _____ _ 

$ ______ _ $ _____ _ 

$ ______ _ $ _____ _ 

Total through Payroll $ ______ _ 

Cqm~ents o1o /!> ~ W ~on;;(!_~~ ~I ~ 
Birth Date_·-;------ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone_-'--------- Work Phone _________ _ Handicap: Yes. ____ No ___ _ 
. ; . " . 

M~ilingAddress~-----------------------------------

'Street~ CitY, State, Zip Code · 
// 

Oental lnsuran~: Yes_·_ ~o- Name ~f Dental Plan _______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct D~posit: Yes_·_ No_Forms attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defin.~d ContribU,tion Pl~n (AETNA) Yes__ No __ Amount per year$ ___________ _ 

. . ·. 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE-------------------

. Transfer From-----,-,--------------
Name Parish #, School #, or Agency # 

Transfer From----------------
Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From· ________________ _ 
Location 

Termination/Resignation/Date _________ ..___ 

Agency Director/Date 

To _________________ _ 

Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

To _________________ _ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# 

To. _________________ _ 

Location 
Reason _________ ~------

<~ 2.,DOS YiQ 

Director, Hum~esources/Date 

Chancellor/Date Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Rev. 5104 
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IV Acceptance of Agenda: 6 - 0 - 0 

V Business: 

A. Parish Consultations: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. Holy Angels: John Calicott's term will come due in February 2006. 

B. 
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ARCHDIOCESE. ()F CHICAGC) 

Office of Professiona 1 Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75J-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Adrninistratog 

Department of Children and Family Services [DCFS] Investigations 

July 9, 2005 

PRA spoke with Ms_ Yvonne Gillie-Wallace, DCFS investigator via phone on June 22, 
2006. The phone call began discussion a different matter. Ms. Gillie-Wallace then 
expressed her need to speak with PRA about "other pending cases." 

Ms. Gillie-·wallace referred to DCFS investigator Artis Cook and their need to go out to 
"Mundelein." PRA informed Ms. Gillie-Wallace ofher [PRA's] June 16th phone 
conversation with Ms. Gailyn Thomas ofDCFS regarding the needs of the investigators. 
Ms. Gillie-Wallace was able to clarify that she was interested in the location of where the 
clerics withdrawn from the priesthood [for substantiated allegations of sexual 
misconduct] reside. PRA informed Ms. Gillie-Wallace that "Mundelein" is the location 
of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary and that the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House is on the 
seminary grounds. Ms. Gillie-Wallace was informed that the clerics she has spoken of 
reside at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. PRA spent much time attempting to explain 
the set up of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in relation to the location of the Cardinal 
Stritch RetTeat House. Ms. Gillie-Wallace did eventually express her understanding of 
the campus. 

Ms. Gillie-Wallace then requested clarification for the addresses of the following clerics 
[which PRA provided]: 

• 
• 
• 

. A. also informed Ms. Gillie-Wallace that~""" 
registered sex o 1der] · 

• 

.. .. _. __ . ] hen asked, PRA clarified that the·Cicero address is fo-
ome 
- - RA clarified th~oved to Holy Family Villa 

• 

• 
1 the last two months] 
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• clarified tha~esides at Resurrection 
Life Center on a skille nursing floor] 

• Rev. John Calicott 

• 

Ms. Gillie-Vvallace also asked about the former 
~and.-RA mformed Ms. G1lhe-Wallace that all 
three men have resign~d and therefore, the Archdiocese of Chicago 
does not have any control over where they reside. 

. -

• -~....3-......... '"".~ .... \~- ---...:::::- - -

When asked, PRA agreed to fax Ms. Gillie-Wallace a list of all clerics who have been 
withdrawn from ministry and residing at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. Ms. Gillie
Wallace provided the fax number of[708] 210-3546. 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Rev. John Canary, Vicar General 
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TRA VELN A CATION NOTIFICATION 
RECEIVED 

JUL 1 3 2005 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

J3£~0.u.il...11.---'l'----'"" ... 2...,L.¢...,,o'""#-"'-- [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will bUJ=d!cailQting;:tiewAL RESP0Ns1e1L1TY 

[destination address and contact phone number] from 

41 "'< ;?.,., [departure date] through~ • .r./;- .,,p£' [return date]. 

.do tu«- . (!;x-1 .~ · [name of cleric] will be monitored by 

[name of trayel monitor]. [name of 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of 

[name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

/see attached co"espondence) 

I. Contacts with minors byJJus. [name of cleric] must be in the 

2. 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of 4L" (}rl,'catt- [cleric name] over 

::r.&.o.r - 8· </. oS- [aforementioned time frame]. 

3. As previously noted, the date of return to !l,1,H 4L,·~ [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for e.1. () !C [aforementioned return date]. 

• 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be. 

ii-cumstance, should the original plans be 

~~~~~-lrf~71_1 Date:/(? sJ~ &xz~ 

PRA Signatur • · ~ Date: 1 / '/ 3 {OS 

A copy of this document will be provided to the d~ri~e original will be placed in the cleric's file 
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy will be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar 
for Priests' Office. 
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CA~~llJL. UIU~~!>i:UI l""ll~!>L!> l""li:t~~lll~llL ouctru, Uf/ 101.::uuo 

AGENDA 

Meeting #28th - Twenty-First Board 
Date: July 15, 2005 

Place: Priests' Placement Board 

Present: Rev.: Kevin Binningham, John W. Clemens, William T. Corcoran, 
James Donovan, Matthew E. Foley, Thomas Hickey, 
David A. Jones, Daniel J. McCormack 

Absent: Rev. Richard Milek 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. Daniel McCormack--------- AM 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Vote ___________ _ 

III Reports: 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: Vote------------

V Business: 

A. Parish Consultations: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. Holy Angels: John Calicott's term will come due in February 2006. 

B. 

Page 343 
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6. Holy Angels: John Calicott's term will come due in February 2006. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

2 
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OD/17/0S SAT 10:59 FA.I l1% :l8 0920 
ll)002 

---------------------------------------

IN 11lE APPEll-1-'fE coURT OF OJJl'IOIS. f!RST JUDICIAL 01ST1UC1 
No. OS-1561 

JOHN DOE Plaintiff-Appellant, 

CA moue BISHOP Of c!UCAGO •• 
Corpontion Sole, Individually; 
JOHN cAUCO'il. !ndividually and BJ an 
Agent lll)dlor Eroployee ofCATHOUC BISHOP 
Of OUCAGO, a airpora!ioo Sole, 

) 
) 
) 
) Appeal ftonl Cook Co\lllty 
)Circuit Couil )lo. 04 L002661 
) Judge Susan Zwick Preiiding 
) Dale of ()rder. April II, 2oos 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Dcfc;ndaots·ApP<ll«>. 

nwmff·.ill~!QTION TO DI~ 
~ WMES the plaintiff-uppcllan~ JOHN DOI!, by his attom<yS-
- and moves thi• Honor.lb\< Court to enter an dismi...I order of the 

abov~oocd appeal. \n support borwf, Plaintiff -Appellant stAteS as follows: 

I. Thi• matter arises out alleged •«ual misconduct again~ the defendants. 

2. That a Notice of Appeal was filed on May 10, 2001. 

J. Thal all man en in eontrovcr<y bav< been sen led among the parties and a seulement 

has bcr:o accepted b)' the plaintiff. 

4. Plaintiff-Appellant bcrthY moves to dismiss and withdraw his appeal. 

. :m'EREFORE. the Plaintiff.Appellant pny> that this Honorable Court enlcr an Order 

to mmu .. and withdnw the Appeal med in this mallet· 

By: 

No. OS- IS6S 

APPl!AL TO THE APPE 
FROM 11iE ~il:ci'ili~~~~~VJ}[~~OIS 

COUNTY DEPARnreirrCOOK. COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
-LAWDMSION 

JOHN DOE ) 
Plaintill; 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHI 
Corporation Sole,. lodividuall CAOO, a 
JOHN CALICOTT Ind' · y; Agent and/or k, IYldually and as an 
OF CHICAGO ~c yce of ~ATiiOUC BISHOP 

• orponboo Sole, 

Defendants. 

) 
) l ~from Cook C-Owity 

) 
lud u11 Coun No. 04 L 002661 

gc Suson Zwick Prcsdins l DatcofOnler: April 11,'2oos 

) 
) 
) 
) 

NOTICE OF flLING 

To: Sec Atllu:bed Service List 

PLEASE TAK.I! NOTI . ~with lhe Clerk oftheCE that we have filed on the / (,*'-
ot1D11 "'Dis mist. a copy of wh ~b . Court of UliooiJ, Fint 0· . day of Sent ember 1c IS attached ~to. 1stnct, Plolntiff..App~lanJ's 
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09/17/05 SAT 11:00 FAX 312 236 0920 

DOE v. CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, et al. 

James A. Senitelia 
James C. Geoly 
Patricia B. Carlson 
Bradley I. Schecter 

No. 04 L 002661 "C" 
Our File No. 04-5327 

BURKE, WARREN, Mac KAY & SERRITELLA, P.C. 
330 N. Wabash, 22nd Floor 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Phone No. 312-840-7000 
Fax No. 312-840-7900 
{A. ttorneys for Defendant, Catltolic Bishop of Chicago} 

Patrick G. Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 
Phone: 312-372-5716 
Fax No. 312-606-9133 
{Attorney for Defendant, John Calicott} 

@003 
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09/17/05 SAT 11:00 FAX 312 236 0920 

NO. 05-1565 
IN THE APPELLATE COURT OF ILLINOIS, FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

JOHN DOE 
Plaintiff, 

v. 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CIDCAGO, a 
Corporation Sole, Individually; 
JOHN CALICOTT, Individually and as an 
Agent and/or Employee ofCATIIOLIC BISHOP 
OF CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) Appeal from Cook County 
) Circuit Court No. 04 L 002661 
) Judge Susan Zwick Presiding 
) Date of Order: April 11, 2005 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER 

This Matter Coming to Be Heard on Plaintiff-Appellant's Motion to Dismiss 
AppeaJ No. 05-1565, due notice having been given, and the Cow1 being fulJy advised; 

It is hereby ordered: 

Plaintiff-Appellant's Motion to dismiss appeal 05-1565 is hereby dismissed. 

Justice 

Justice 

141004 
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09/17/05 SAT 11:00 FAX 312 236 0920 

FIRM ID: #31444 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, lLLINOIS 
COUNTYDEPARTMENf- LAW DIVISION 

JOHN DOE 
Plaintiff, 

V. 

CA TIIOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a 
Corporation Sole, Individually; 
JOHN CALICOTT, Individually and as an 
Agent and/or Employee of CATHOLIC BISHOP 
OF CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) No. 04 L 002661 .. C .. 

) 
) 
) 
) TO BE FILED UNDER SEAL 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER 

TIDS CAUSE coming before the Court for trial, all· parties having been notified and in 

agreement; and the court being fully advised; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above-entitled cause be and is hereby dismissed as to all 

Defendants, with prejudice and with costs waived; all matters in controversy having been settled. 

IT IS FUR TJIER HEREBY ORDERED that this Court shall retain jurisdiction to enforce the 

settlement of this matter and to approve an Order of Distribution of Settlement Proceeds. 

ENTER: 

Judpe Susan Zwick 
F~·-. ~-----

@005 
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Last Name, First, Mi8dl~al Social Security Number Employee Number 

Active FIT __ Active PIT Active PIT Benefits Position _____________ _ 

Ordination Date Transfer to P.C. Date Transfer from Agency/Parish/School# ____ _ 

Dept. Name __________ _ 

Pay through payroll 
Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

Total through Payroll 

$ 

$ 

"' $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

No. Agency No. 

Effective Date: 

Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Total Non-Payroll $ 

Comments __________________________________ ~ 

Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone. _______ _ Work Phone ________ _ Handicap: Yes ____ No ___ _ 

Malling Address _______________________ ___,. __________ _ 

. Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_ Name of Dental Plan ______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Fonns attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_• No_ Fonns attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes__ No __ Amount per year$ __________ _ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE ----..,~oi'---....r~~----~-e>_D_..;;:5;;.._ _______ _ 

Transfer From---------------
Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# 

Transfer From __ /~t:>~3~:5~0~ ____ /_0~3~!£ ........... '.9~-
Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From----------------
Location 

Termination/Resignation/Date __________ _ 

To __ =---....,......,-----------
Pers7el Services - Interim Salary# 

To IO ''fui;parish~~:r!o1 #, or Agency# 

To ________________ _ 

Location 
Reason _______________ _ 

Agency Director/Date Department Director/Date Director, Human Resources/Date 

Chancellor/Date Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Ori_ginal: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Rev. 5104 

--". 

AOC 011633 



NO. 05-1565 
IN THE APPELLATE COURT OF 1LLINOIS, FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

·JOHN DOE 
Plaintiff, 

v. 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, a 
Corporation Sole, Individually; 
JOHN CALICOTT, Individually and as an 
Agent and/or Employee of CATHOLIC BISHOP 
OF CHICAGO, a Corporation Sole, 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) Appeal from Cook County 
) Circuit Court No. 04 L 002661 
) Judge Susan Zwick Presiding 
) Date of Order: April 11, 2005 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER 

This Matter Coming to Be Heard on Plaintiff-Appellant's Motion to Dismiss 
Appeal No. 05-1565, due notice having been given, and the Court being fully advised; 

It is hereby ordered: 

ORDER ENTERED 
SEP 2 8 2005 

APPllLATE CDURT,. FIRST DISTRICT 
Justice 

JpJ 4 ~---.;._. -
-
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Mu9~cleim
0

pollce want 
list of punished priests 
BY MAOHU 
KRISHNAMURTHY 
AND Boe SUSNJARA 

Dail] H<mld SJdf!Wrii= 

Mundelein officials want the 
Chicago Archdiocese to provide infor
mation on several priests living on 
seminary grounds in the village who 
have been removed from public min
istry after allegations of sexual 
misconduct with minors. 

Cardinal Francis George last week 
reside on the grounds of University of 
St. Mary of the Lake off Route 176. 
Some of the priests have lived there 
since 2002, but village authorities 
learned of it only recently, Police Chief 
Raymond I. Rose said. 

VINCENT PIERRI/DAILY HERALD 

Critics are concerned about several priests llvlng on 
the grounds of the University of SL Mary of the Lake 
in Mundelein recently removed by the Chicago Arch
diocese on allegatlons of sexual misconduct 

Some of the priests are in nursing 
homes, an archdiocese official said. 

Seven of the priests had ties to 
churches in Cook, Lake and DuPage 

Nearly all the 11 priests ousted by See UST on PAGE 13 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2005 ContiDUel 

List: 11 priests' activities being 

11 froni Page 1 DAILY HERALD SECTION I PAGE 13 

L134 

monitored, according to church 

reason for alarm about the 
accused priests living on the 

counties. The allegations date seminary grounds. 
back 50 years, past the starute of. "It's not like this just hap
limitations for criminal prosecu- pened last week," he said. 
tiOIL "These people have been there 

Rose said the priests don't and there have been no prob
have to register as sex offender.;, lems to date. We acrually have 
but police would like to follow far better ability to know what's 
the s~e ptOced\Ue arid hav@ going on with an organization of 
the\r files available in the event that nature than what's going on 
of a future Incident: He said the up arul down the streets o.f regu-· 
village is aware of the archdio- : Jar old, private Mundelein" 
·~s co~ about the.priests' ·,Still other.; are calling for that 

. iriformatiqn I!> be made public.. 

receive regular counseling, 
Dolan said. The priel;ts also can 
move out of the seminary and 
leave the priesthood at any time, 
she said. 

But critics say the archdio
cese's monitoring system does 
not work. One such priest 
accused of sexual misconduct, 
the Rev. John Callicott of 
Chicago, slipped under the 
radar. . · 

Callicott was removed as 
pastor of Holy Angel!l parish on 
Chicago's South Side in .20~2 

. t,. ·sat ·~Check a·morutor re 
; ::,; 'Co!1,ien D'oian, .archdio.cese · leaving university grounds., At·; work o ., ........ , , 

director of cornrnun!Cations and times, they may be accompanied "The re 1s no way ta. III 
public relations. "I would pre- by a chaperone. Theyareallawed theseguys24.houisaday." •. 
sume the~ would hilve co co· drive cars. They are forllidden ' . The cardinal has ordered a 
look at .. the legalities of this frombeingalonewithrninors. chun:httialforcaDicott'scase. 
because ytiu'Can't just put (the ·Their living qu.arters were Dolan said there won't be a 
priests') names on a list." once a retreat house now used repeat of that case because ail 

Though the archdiocese has solely as a home for removed 
not released a full list of the · priests. It is separated by a lake 
removed priests' names. officials from the seminary campus. 
there confirmed a list obtained· "They are noi mixed in with 
by the Daily Herald. It has been .the seminarians, and they defi
widelypublished. nitely should not make plans to 

Mundelein police are asking go where there are children," 
for more than just names. Ofli- Dolan said. "Each one of them, 
cials want to know bow to in order to maintain this · 
identify the men, details of the process, have signed a docu- · 
allegations against them, and ment to the cardinal saying that 
how they are being monitored. they will abide by these. rules:" 

Mundeleiri Mayor Kenneth The priests are required to 
Kessler said while police are "lead a life of prayer and 
being cautious, there is no penance." They should abo 

parishes have been informed of received a letter from the cardi- th 
the 11 priests' removal nal," she said. "The 1iriests that ey are in a restrlcted setting. 

'"Every prieSt in the diocese ace up in Mundelein know that ~~~g~"elong in any parish, 
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ARCHDIOCESE C)F CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

MEMORANDUM 

From: 

File ,~~ 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato~) 

To: 

Re: Cardinal Stritch Retreat House Residents 

Date: October 7, 2005 

Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests, Mr. John O'Malley, Director of Legal Services, 
and PRA traveled to the Mundelein Police Department today to meet with Mr. Raymond 
Rose, Chief of Police and Mr. Cameron Eugenis, Deputy Chief. The meeting was 
arranged to discuss those archdiocesan priests who have been withdrawn as a result of a 
substantiated allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor and currently reside at the 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House located in Mundelein, Illinois. Chief Rose made it clear 
throughout the meeting that the discussion was not to include any withdrawn priest living 
in Mundelein who is already a registered sex offender. 

After preliminary discussion surrounding the process of a priest being withdrawn from 
ministry and the Review Board process, Mr. O'Malley informed Chief Rose and Deputy 
ChiefEugenis of the information that Francis Cardinal George had wished to share with 
the Mundelein police concerning the aforementioned priests. 

Chief Rose stated that basic information they would like to be provided on any priest 
removed from ministry and living at the Retreat House would be their date of birth, a 
picture of each man, and a picture of each man's car. Through further discussion, the 
following information was also requested on each aforementioned priest: height, weight, 
eye color, hair color, social security number, driver's license number and expiration date, 
employment information, vehicle information [make, model, year, color, license plate 
number]. 

It was also agreed that PRA would contact Chief Rose and Deputy ChiefEugenis via 
phone in the event that one of the aforementioned priests moves into or out of the Retreat 
House. 

PRA then verbally provided the following information on each withdrawn priest residing 
at the Retreat House, which was recorded by Chief Rose's secretary: name, date of birth, 
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Memo to File 
October 7, 2005 
Page2 

date removed from ministry, and the date of the last substantiated allegation. PRA also 
verbally provided a basic summary of the monitoring protocol that each withdrawn priest 
has been asked to follow. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 
John 0 'Malley, Legal Services 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/07/2005 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/14/2005 

Page 427 

14 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/21/2005 

TERM ENDS IN 2007 

TERM ENDS IN 2010 

I 
I 
I 

--- - --==i 

6 

I 
I 
I 

AOC 011642 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/21/2005 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/21/2005 

Page 434 
C. Bishop Perry Agenda 

1. 

2. Parishes: 

3. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) Holy Angels: Robert Miller ' 76 [administrator] should be named pastor as soon as John 
Calicott's decision is made or his term ends. 

i) 

j) 

k) 

I) 

m) 

n) 

o) 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/21/2005 

Page 441 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02110106 

13 

AOC 011645 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/28/2005 

THESE PASTORS WERE EXTENDED --TO: 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06 

5 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/28/2005 

Page 448 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02110106 

6 
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Office of Legal Services 

Mr. John O'Malley 

155 E. Superior 

3rd Floor 

Chicago, IL. 60611 

Mr. O'Malley, 

RECEtVED 

NOV 0 2 ZOOS 
ARCHDIOCESE Or CHICf,GQ 

OFFICE Or PROfESS\Q!~AL RESr:::: ~:~ILITY 

10/29/2005 3:34 PM »> 

October 24, 2005 

Per my prior correspondence and the subsequent lack of a reasonable response from your office or Mr. 
Serritella's office, I have decided to retain the services of . Effectively immediately,• 
-will be representing me in whatever course of action needs to be pursued in order to bring this 
matter to a resolution. Any and all future correspondence should be directed through 's office. 
I again reiterate to you that it is my desire to come to an amicable resolution to this matter, however the 
responses that I was receiving through Mr. Serritella's office were not only inconceivable, but insulting at 
best. There is far more to a rape than the actual rape itself or the number of times rape occurs. What are 
also important are the effects and damages of the rape to the individual, which is a matter that you and 
Mr. Serritella do not want to address at this point. I am sure you will be hearing from in the 

. Pa.ge 1 I 
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near future. 

Sincerely, 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/11/2005 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/10/06 

8 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/11/2005 

Page 459 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02110106 

10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/18/2005 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02110106 

7 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/18/2005 

,,,... Page 469 

THESE PASTORS WERE EXTENDED 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/17/06 

8 

AOC 011653 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/02/2005 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/17/06 

8 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/02/2005 

Page 478 
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Dec 09 05 03:48p Cardinal StritchRetreat H 847 566 6082 p.3 

~ 

~ 
© 
~ 

December 9, 2005 

Dear Fr. Calicott: 

The Vicar for Priests and Leah McCluskey have requested that 
I ask you to meet with them on December 16 at 9:30 am. I am told 
they would like to meet with you for thirty minutes. 

I suggest you all meet in the retreat master's room, numberlOO. 

~ Sincerely, 

© fl;j)J) 
~ Deacon Richard F. Rudzik 

Cc: Leah McCloskey 

RECEIVED 

DEC 9 2005 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/09/2005 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/17/06 

7 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/09/2005 

Page 488 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/17/06 

8 
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TRA VELN A CATION NOTIFICATION 

- . . , ame of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to 
----

____ [destination address and contact phone nuR!Ctfveo 

[departure date] through ) j"-'' ,t 0'16 [return datq]ifC I 5 2005 

_j.=-o<,.q=/u'6-t--1~----" ..... l.:4.,·!U,, ... t*=-- [name of cleric]. will be monitored by . ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

[name of travel monitor]. [name of 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility ofveri~ying the location and activities of 

Jl'~'' t,n.4c-& [name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

/see attached correspondence) 

1. Contacts with minors by Jo1Lu. t4tt'.cott ·. [name of cleric] must be in the 

presence of [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations 

and locations llicompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided .. 

2. [name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of. Jal"' t•LHwt= [cleric name] over 
. . 

I'/ 1)114 Uo£ .. J Jg 11,i[aforementioned time frame]. 

3. As previous! y noted, the date of return to J""°'' {JJdietll: 's [cleric name] 

:~.. residence has been scheduled forJ Jq ~446 [aforementioned return date]. 

However; due to weather conditions or emergencies that niay arise, the date may be. 

changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be · 

PRA Signature: 

Date: J,2 · ~, 2. bt>L 

·Date: 12..l ls{ 05 

A copy of this doc ent will be provided to ~ecle1 c. · T e original will be placed in the cleric's file 
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy will be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar 
for Priests' Office. . . . ·- . · 

..... " ': 
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John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/17/06 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Vicar General Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690· l 979 

(312) 751·8271 
Fax: (312) 337-6379 

Most Rev. Joseph N. Latino 
Diocese of Jackson 
P.O. Box 2248 
Jackson, MS 39225-2248 

Your Excellency: 

December 20, 2005 

Rev. John Calicott, a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, is presently visiting 
his mother in - Mississippi, which is in your diocese. He will remain there until 
January 3, 2006. He is one of our priests who has been removed from public ministry 
and currently resides at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in Mundelein, Illinois. It is 
our presumption that he will not be engaged in any public ministry while he is in your 
jurisdiction. Should this not be the case, please let us know. 

Wishing you the Peace and Joy of this season of the year, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

{~ 
Bishop-Elect George J. Rassas 
Vicar General 
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Vicar General 

Date: 

To: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

FAX MEMORANDUM 

December 20, 2005 

Most Rev. Joseph N. Latino 

Diocese of Jackson 

P.O. Box2248 

Jackson, MS 39225-2248 

Time: 2:00 PM 

From: Bishop-elect George Rassas 

Phone: (601) 969-1880 Phone: (312) 751-8271 

Fax: (601) 960-8455 Fax: (312) 337-6379 

Re: Pages: 2 

cc: Email 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8271 
Fax: (312) 337-6379 
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•• 

Date(s) 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
PFR-13 John Calicott 

TRAVELNACATION SCHEDULE 
JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2006 

Location/address Name ofmonitor(s) 

April 21-23, 2006 Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center 

May 21-22, 2006 

50 E. Freedom Way 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

(See Notification) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/06/2006 

.I!-

THESE PASTORS WERE EXTENDED --TO: 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02/17/06 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/13/2006 

John Calicott '73 59 VI Holy Angels 02117106 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC~,SE OF CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Olicago, IUinois 60690-1979 

Reverend Anselm Lawani 
Holy Angels Church 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Lawani: 

. 
. 

January 23, 2006 

I am, in accord with canons 539-540, pleased to appoint you as Administrator of Holy 
Angels Church. The appointment is effective immediately and will terminate upon the 
appointment of a new Pastor or on April 25, 2006, whichever occurs first. Enclosed are the 
Archdiocesan guidelines for Temporary Administrators of parishes. 

Your willingness to undertake this important ministry is appreciated. I am confident the 
staff and parishioners will support you in your responsibilities. If I can be of assistance, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 
cc: Most Reverend Joseph Perry, Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 

Most Reverend Ayo-Maria Atoyebi, 0. P., Bishop ofllorin Diocese 
Very Reverend David Jones, Dean, Deanery A, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Robert Miller, Administrator, Holy Angels Church 
Dr. Carol Fowler, Director, Department of Personnel Services 
Reverend John Clemens, Priests' Personnel Board 
Reverend Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests· 

AOC 011667 



Mother Doe 100, individually and as 
representative of the minor John Doe 100, 
on behalf of themselves and all others 
similarly Si~!e e 

---
) 

APR I 8 2006 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIO~AL RESPONSIBILITY 

Plaintiffs, 

'·· ~: 

vs. 06CH020l7 
The Archdiocese of Chicago d/b/a The Catholic 
Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole, 

Defendant. 

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 

NOW COMES the Plaintiffs, individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated, by and 

through their attorneys, JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES and KERNS, PITROF, FROST & 

PEARLMAN, to obtain declaratory and injunctive relief against Defendant, states as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This Complaint seeks declaratory judgment and injunctive relief against the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. The Archdiocese of Chicago has established a policy of harboring and 

protecting suspected child molesting agents, thereby endangering numerous children in Illinois. 

The Archdiocese has information about a number of suspected child molesting agents that it has 

never disclosed to law enforcement or the public at large, thereby causing children such as John 

Doe 100 to be harmed. Further, on information and belief, the Archdiocese has a policy and 

{00030426.DOC} I 
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practice of document destruction. This declaratory relief and injunction action seeks to have the 

Archdiocese produce all documents regarding the molestation of children by its agents for court 

supervision, to release the names of all agents accused of molesting children to the court and to 

the public, and to enjoin the Archdiocese from destroying any documents regarding .suspected 

childhood sexual abuse by its agents. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE· 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over this action because it seeks to redress violations 

of the plaintiffs' rights and to protect children in Illinois that are in imminent danger. Venue is 

proper because the Archdiocese resides in Cook County and the majority of the allegations 

herein involve occurrences in Cook County. 

PARTIES 

3. Plaintiff John Doe 100 is a minor. Mother Doe 100 is John Doe lOO's mother and 

legal guardian. At all times material, Plaintiff John Doe 100 was a resident of the State of 

Illinois. At all times material, Mother Doe 100 was a resident of the State of Illinois. 

4. The identities of all Doe Plaintiffs are made known to Defendants through 

separate cover letter. 

5. Plainti~ a thirty five year old Chicago resident.~as 

sexually molested as a child by._.... religious order priest who was serving at a parish 

within the Archdiocese at the time of the abuse. 

6. At all times material, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a Corporation Sole 

(hereinafter "Archdiocese of Chicago") was and is an Illinois corporation. Defendant has 

approximately eight hundred fifty four Diocesan priests serving in two counties in the State of 

{ 00030426.DOC) 2 
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Illinois. At all times material to the complaint, Defendant Archdiocese was conducting business · 

in the State of Illinois. 

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 

7. Plaintiffs bring this action on behalf of themselves and, pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-

801, as the representatives of the class of persons who have been molested as children by an 

agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago and on behalf of those children who have not yet been 

abused, but who are in imminent danger of abuse because the Archdiocese has not released the 

names and files of agents that have been accused of molesting children or accused of 

iriappropriate sexual behavior with children to either the public or to the court. 

8. The Plaintiff class is so numerous that joinder of all members is impracticable. In 

its own self report, the Archdiocese asserted that there were 142 cases where they had reason to 

suspect that an agent had sexually molested a child. These numbers only include information 

that was reported to the Archdiocese. The underlying data for the results was not disclosed to the 

public. 

9. There are questions of fact or law common to the class, which predominate over 

questions affecting only individual members. The common questions of law or fact include, but 

are not limited to: whether the Archdiocese of Chicago has failed to protect children by not 

releasing the names of its agents who have been accused of molesting children to the public and 

law enforcement and whether the Archdiocese has or is destructing documents in order to cover 

up or conceal crimes against children by clergy serving in and/or employed by the Archdiocese. 

10. The Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the class. The 

interests of the plaintiffs are the same as those of aJl class members because they have all been 

{ 00030426.DOC} J 
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sexually abused by an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago or are in danger of being moleSted by 

an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago because the Archdiocese's information is not public. All 

ha~e an interest in preventing the sexual abuse of any further children by agents of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

11. A class action is an appropriate method for the fair and efficient adjudication of 

the controversy alleged in this complaint. The expense and burden of individual litigation would 

make it difficult or impossible for individual members of the class to redress the wrongs done to 

. them. The cost to the court system of adjudication of such individualized litigation would be · 

substantial. Individualized litigation would also present the potential for inconsistent or 

contradictory judgments and would magnify the delay and expense to all parties and the court 

system. By contrast, the conduct of this action as a class action presents far fewer management 

difficulties, conserves the resources of the parties and court system, and protects the rights of 

each class member. In addition, the prosecution of separate actions by the individual members 

of the class would create a risk of inconsistent or varying adjudications with respect to individual 

class members which would establish incompatible standards of conduct for the defendant. 

ALLEGATIONS OF FACT 

12. . (hereinafter " . ) was ordained a priest of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago in approximately 1994. 

13. At all times material,. as employed by the Archdiocese. 

. . was an ordained Roman Catholic Priest educated, trained and ordained by, and 

under the direct supervision, employ, agency and control of the Archdiocese. Among 

ties in his employment was to provide pastoral care and counseling for 
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members of his denomination. 

14. In approximately the winter of 2000, a nun at Holy Family Church in Chicago 

r~rted to the Archdiocese of Chicago tha ·· ked a fourth-grade boy to pull 

down his pants in the sacriSty at Holy Family. 

15. 

16. 

The nun reported this numerous times to the Archdiocese. 

On infomlation and belief, on one occasion when the nun reported it to the 

Archdiocese, an official told her that "if the parents aren't pushing it, let it go." 

17. After these reports, the nun made a final report to the Archdiocese, this one a 
. . 

written report of 
~ 'i 

ehavior. 

18. On information and belief, in 2000, the Archdiocese did not report 

to law enforcement, did not tell any of the parishioners at any of the parishes; 

worked at in the past about the report, did not tell any of the parishioners at any of the parishes 

where .. worked after these reports, and did not tell any other children or parents 

about the report. 

19. On information and belief: after the nun reported the abuse to the Archdiocese, 

the Archdiocese transferre~to another parish, St. Agatha's in Chicago. 

20. On information and belief: despite the report, the Archdiocese allowed 

. o teach at an Archdiocesan school and coach a boys basketball team. 

21. In response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic Conference of 

Bishops passed the Dallas Charter. 

22. On information and belief the Bishops passed the Dallas Charter in 2002. The 

Charter was only enforced, if at all, from within. There was no meaningful external non church 
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oversight over its enforcement 

23. Cardinal Francis George represented to the public that the Charter was a "zero 

tolerance,, policy that committed them to removal of priests in childhood sexual abuse cases. He 

also represented to the public that a priest with even one act of sexual misconduct with a child 

should not be allowed in public ministry in order to protect children. 

24. In January of 2003, the Archdiocese released a "Ten Year Report" that purported 

to give information about the Archdiocese's efforts to stop childhood sexual abuse by clerics in 

the previous ten years. 

25. On information and belief, the Ten Year Report purports to give the current status 

of priests that were accused of molesting a child anytime from 1993 to 2003. The report 

indicates that no priest accused of abuse during that time period is in ~Y form of ministry in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

26. The Ten Year Report also states that officials of the Archdiocese have reported all 

allegations, including those not deemed credible, to the appropriate public authorities. 

27. On information and belief, the Archdiocese did not include~ the 

Ten Year Report. 

28. Also in response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops agreed to participate in a self report survey conducted by the John Jay 

College. 

29. As part of the John Jay survey, each Diocese submitted the number of priests that 

had allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor within the particular Diocese. 

30. · On information and belief there was no oversight over the information that was 
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given to the John Jay College. It was completely up to the particular Diocese to respond 

honestly. 

31. The John Jay College defined "allegation," as all recorded notifications of clerical 
' 

sexual misconduct with minors, whether or not they resulted in any investigation or whether 

there was reasonable cause to suspect abuse had. occurred. 

32. In 2004, the Archdiocese reported that it had reason to believe that 55 priests had 

se~ misconduct with a minor. 

33. In 2004, Cardinal George and the Archdiocese represented to the public that there 

were no priests that were accused of childhood 5exual abuse that were in public ministry in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

34. On information and belief, the Archdiocese did not includ~ the 

2004 John Jay numbers. 

35. On information and belief in Auiust of2005, the Archdiocese learned that law 

enforcement was investigating·- for childhood sexual abuse. 

36. On information and belief, in August of 2005, the Archdiocese did not inform the 

law enforcement that a nun had reported that-ad acted in a sexually inappropriate 

manner with a child in 2000. 

37. On information and belief, just as it did in 2000, the Archdiocese did not report or 

warn any of the parishioners, the public, or the parents at St. Agatha parish that law enforcement 

. was investigatin~for childhood sexual abuse. 

38. On information and belief, the Archdiocese elevate~to a position of 

authority in the Archdiocese on September 1, 2005. It appointed him as Dean of a Deanery of 

{00030426.DOC} 7 

AOC 011674 



) . ............ 

the ArChdiocese. This is an honored, respected, and supervisory position within the 

Archdiocese. This meant that~as still at St. Agathas, but also had some 

su~rvisory authority over roughly 20 parishes in the Archdiocese. 

39. The Archdiocese allowed._to remain at St..Agathasand in the 

position of Dean until at least January of 2006, more four months after the Archdiocese received 

at least its second report of sexual misconduct ~ainst a minor b~ 

40. In January of 2006, Chicago law enforcement arrested~d charged 

· him with sexually molesting two boys on multiple occasions. 

41. On information and belief, the nun who reported the abuse to the Archdiocese in 

2000 was contacted by the Archdiocese the day befor~as arrested. The 

Archdiocese indicated to the nun that it did not have the nun's letter. 

42. On information and belief, the Archdiocese also stated publicly that it has no 

written record of the nun's reports or the actual letter. 

43. On information and belief, the Archdioceses and Dioceses across the United 

States, including the Archdiocese of Chicago, have been instructed to destroy documentation of 

sexual misconduct by priests and/or to send any of this material to the Holy See in order to claim 

it is immune from public discovery or disclosure. 

44. On infonnation and belief, the Archdiocese has not released the names of the 55 

priests that it deemed as having reason to suspect committed sexual misconduct with children. 

45. On infonnation and belief, the Archdiocese has also not released the names of any 

of the other clerics, lik~who were accused of sexual misconduct and are still in 

parishes, but not included in the Ten Year Report or the John Jay Survey. 
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46. Although the Archdiocese had not released the names of offendel'S, some names · 

of Archdiocesan clerics accused of sexual misconduct have been released during the course of 

liti~ation. These names were"released in 2005: 

1) Richard "Doc" Bartz 

2) Robert Becker 

3) R Peter Bowman 

4) Daniel Buck 

5) Eugene Burns 

6) John Callicott 

7) William Cloutier 

8) Robert D. Craig 

9) John Curran 

10) Walter DeRoeck 

11) Jeremiah Duggan 

12) Richard Fassbinder 

13) Joseph Fitzharris 

14) Robert Friese 

15) James Hagan 

16) Daniel Mark Holihan 

17) Walter Huppenbauer 

18) Thomas Job 

19) Robert Kealy 

{00030426.00C} 9 
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20) John Keehan 

21) Thomas Kelly 

22) John "Jack" Keough · 

23) Joseph Kissane 

24) Leonard Kmak 

25) William Lupo 

26) Norbert Maday 

27) Robert Mayer 

28) Vincent McCaffrey 

29) Donald Mulsoff 

30) Thomas O'Gonnan 

31) James Ray 

32) John Robinson 

33) Kenneth Ruge 

34) Raymond Skriba 

35) Marion Snieg 

36) Victor Stewart 
~ 

3 7) Ralph Strand 

38) Thomas Swade 

39) Anthony Vader 

47. Names that have not previously been released but who, on information and belief, 

have been accused of sexual misconduct with a minor: 

{00030426.00C} IO 
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1) James Flosi 

48. There are also a number of religious order priestS who worked in the Archdiocese. 

~information and belief, the Archdiocese had control and/or supervision over these clerics 
r . 

while they were working in the Archdiocese. On information and belief, the Archdiocese knows 

about these clerics' misconduct On information and belief, those religious order clerics that 

have been accused of sexual misconduct are: 

I) Robert Berlet (Christian Brothers) 

2) Robert Brouillette (Christian Brothers) 

3) Vincent Bryce (Dominicans) 

4) George Dyer (Dominicans) 

5) Terrence Fitzmaurice (Benedictines) 

6) John Huels (Servite) 

7) Augustine Jones (Benedictines) 

8) Donald McGuire (Jesuits) 

9) John Murphy (Augustinians) 

10) Robert Murphy (Camelites) 

11) Michael O'Connor (Augustinians) · 

12) Jean Baptiste (J.B.) Ormechea (Passionists) 

13) Eusebio Pantoja (Claretians) 

14) Thomas Paramo (Claretians) 

15) Carlos Peralta (Salesians) 

16) John Powell (Jesuits) 
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17) Andrew Ronan (Servites) 

18) Wilton Skiffington (Jesuits) 

19) PatrickStrong (Augustinians) 

49. .--sexually molested John Doe 100 at some point between 

approximately 2000 and 2005, when John Doe 100 was a minor child. 

50. Neither John Doe 100 nor Mother Doe 100 knew that the Archdiocese had 

received reports about-exual abuse of children. 

COUNT I 
(Injunction -Release of Names) 

51. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

. Count!. 

52.. . Plaintiffs bring Count I on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of similarly 

situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint. 

53. The practices of the Archdiocese of Chicago have endangered numerous children 

in the past and these practices will continue to put children at risk in the future. 

54. Plaintiffs and the class have the right to not be sexually molested by clerics of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

55. The Archdiocese owes a duty to warn all children and their parents that come into 

contact with its clerics of allegations of sexual misconduct by the clerics because these children 

and their parents hold clerics in an esteemed position, which gives clerics virtually unlimited 

access to children. 

56. The Archdiocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of 

the names of clerics against whom the Archdiocese has deemed to have credible allegations of 
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sexual misconduct with children to the court and to the public at large. 

57. The Archdiocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of 

the names of clerics that have been accused of sexual misconduct with children to the court and · 
1 •· 

to the public at large. 

58. Unless injunctive relief is granted numerous children in Illinois are at risk of 

being sexually molested by clerics of the Archdiocese. 

59. In order to ensure that children are protected and free from sexual molestation by 

clerics, the plaintiffs .and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the 

Archdiocese do the following: 

a) Release the names of all 55 of the priests that it reported to the John Jay Survey to 

the court and to the public. 

b) Release the names of all other clerics, like-that were not included in 

the John Jay Sµrvey, but against whom the Archdiocese has received allegations 

of sexual misconduct by the cleri~ with children to the court and to the public. 

COUNT II 
(Injunction - Documents) 

60. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

Count II. 

61. Plaintiffs bring Count II on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of 

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint. 

62. On information and belief, the Archdiocese still has documents that are evidence 

of crimes committed by clerics against children. 

63. The Archdiocese has a duty to the public at large and to law enforcement to not 
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·· · -. destrO}' any _documents that evidence a crime. 

64. . The Archdiocese has a duty to children that were abused by clerics to not dest1'9y 
·,..,· .. 

any; documents relating to the sexual misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct of any cleric at 

anytime in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

65. On information and belief the Archdiocese has destroyed documents and/or 

concealed documents and/or failed to give documents to law enforcement relating to sexual 

misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct by clerics of the Archdiocese. 

66. Unless injunctive relief is granted, children will be at imminent risk of being 

molested by clerics of the Archdiocese, law enforcement will be prevented from doing its job, 

and those children that have already been molested by clerics will have their rights negatively 

. affected. 

67. In order to ensure iliat children are protected and free from sexual molestation by 

clerics, the plaintiffs and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the 

Archdiocese do the following: 

a) Tum over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexual 

misconduct by a cleric against a child to the Illinois Courts for supervision of . 

these documents. 

b) Turn over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexual 

misconduct by a cleric against a child to law enforcement. 

c) Cease in the destruction or spoliation of any documents with any connection to 

any allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child. 

d) Cease to conceal or misplace any documents with any connection to any 
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Count ill. 

69. 

) 

allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child. 

COUNTm 
(Declaratory Judgment) 

Plaintiffs repeat arid reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

Plaintiffs bring Count ill on their own behalf arid on behalf of the class of 

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint 

70. There is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of not releasing the names of 

those clerics that have been accused of molesting children. 

71. There is also an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practice of not removing a cleric that is 

accused of molesting a child from any position where the cleric has any contact with children. 

72. Finally, there is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of 

the plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether 

the Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of destroying and/or 

concealing documents evidencing allegations of sexual misconduct by clerics. 

73. The plaintiffs and members of the plaintiff class are entitled to a declaration that 

the Archdiocesan practices of not releasing the names of clerics accused of sexual misconduct 

with minors, not removing clerics that are accused of sexual misconduct with children from 

positions where they have access to children, and by destroying and/or concealing documents, is 
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not adequate to protect children. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court grant the relief requeSted 

within this complaint or any other relief the Court deems just in order to protect children. 

Dated: January 31, 2006 . JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES, P.A. 

<i1Pff! 
Illinois Bar # 6281587 
E-1000 First National Bank Building 
332 Minnesota Street 
St Paul, Minnesota 55101 
(651) 227-9990 

KERNS, PITROF, FROST & PEARLMAN, LLC 
Marc Pearl.man 
Michael Brooks 
70 W. Madison Street, Suite 5350 
Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 261-4550 
Facsimile: (312)261-4565 
Firm No. 38776 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Daniel Smilanic 
Burns, Linda; Clemens, John 
2/16/2006 1 :56:47 PM 
END OF PASTORATE LETTER 

Dear Linda and Fr. Clemens, 
As the attachment, please find my draft of a letter for Calicott ending his term as pastor. I have included a 
number of other points (avoid the parish, no public celebration, etc.) in order to cover all the bases. For 
that reason, I suggest that the Cardinal should sign it and that it be ecclesiastically notarized. 
If you are in agreement, the draft would go in hard copy form to the Cardinal via Fr. Flens with a email 
attachment going to Mary Hallan-Fiorito. If he okays it, then his staff would format it onto his stationary, 
have him sign it, notarize it and mail the original/copies. The "cc" list could be the "cc" list on this email. 
Fr. Dan Smilanic 

CC: Costello, Vincent; Dolan, Colleen; Flores, Mayra; Fowler, Carol; Grace, Edward; 
Jones, David; LAGGES, PAT;· McCluskey, Leah; Perry, Joseph; Rassas, George 

t 
! 

~ 

I 
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I 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mary FioRito 
Burns, Linda 
2/16/2006 2:36:20 PM 
Re: Fwd: END OF PASTORATE I 

Ok, thanks for the explanation. I printed the letter 01 

message so that she has the list of cc's should it co1 

>»Linda Burns 02/16/06 2:31 PM»> 
I was talking to Carol Fowler yesterday about some 1 
considering the changes (parochial administrators b1 
"out going" pastor) and Calicott's name came up. I t 
me to check with Smilanic about a letter informing C 
about such a letter and he sent it to me to send to ye 

His suggestion of cc's is: Vincent Costello, Colleen I . ___ -· _ -· -· . -···-., ~~""''" ""'' avd, 

David Jones, Pat Lagges, Leah McCluskey, Joseph Perry and George Rassas. 
Whoever does the letter, can I ask that DPPB be one of the cc's so we have it for our file? 

Thanks. 

Linda J Burns 
Priests' Placement Board 

»>Mary FioRito 02/16/06 2:17 PM»> 
Linda, Father Smilanic's secret<=>~· -
for expediency's s;:il<r ' 
Smilanic at 

»>Linda B 
This is what, 
suggests? Pl 

Linda J Burns 
Priests' Placerr, 

>»Daniel Smila 
Dear Linda and F. 
As the attachmenl 
number of other pc. 
that reason, I suggt 

~ Cardinal asked him to draw up the letter, but 
as a draft. I'll have to follow up with Father 

it down or just give you the draft as Dan 

his term as pastor. I have included a 
11 order to cover all the bases. For 

__ clesiastically notarized. 
_,,,1 co the Cardinal via Fr. Flens with a email 

-"dys it, then his staff would format it onto his stationary, 
If you are in agreem 
attachment going to 
have him sign it, nota 
Fr. Dan Smilanic 

--·· .. 1e original/copies. The "cc" list could be the "cc" list on this email. 

CC: Celine Swezenski 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mary FioRito 
Burns, Linda 
2/16/2006 2:36:20 PM 
Re: Fwd: END OF PASTORATE LETTER 

~x •.•. Pa e fj 
---- g _) 

Ok, thanks for the explanation. I printed the letter out and sent it home. I am copying Sr. Celine on this 
message so that she has the list of cc's should it come back tomorrow with a signature. Thanks, Mary 

»> Linda Burns 02/16/06 2:31 PM »> 
I was talking to Carol Fowler yesterday about some of the "guys" and what their positions should be 
considering the changes (parochial administrators being appointed and what I am supposed to do with the 
"out going" pastor) and Calicott's name came up. I told her Friday was the end of his term and she told 
me to check with Smilanic about a letter informing Calicott of that. I went to Dan about it and asked him 
about such a letter and he sent it to me to send to you. 

His suggestion of cc's is: Vincent Costello, Colleen Dolan, Mayra Flores, Carol Fowler, Edward Grace, 
David Jones, Pat Lagges, Leah McCluskey, Joseph Perry and George Rassas. 

Whoever does the letter, can I ask that DPPB be one of the cc's so we have it for our file? 

Thanks. 

Linda J Burns 
Priests' Placement Board 

>»Mary FioRito 02/16/06 2:17 PM>» 
Linda, Father Smilanic's secretary should really do that, if the Cardinal asked him to draw up the letter, but 
for expediency's sake, I will just print it out and send it home as a draft. I'll have to follow up with Father 
Smilanic about the ccs. mhf 

»>Linda Burns 02/16/06 2:13 PM>» 
This is what Smilanic gave me - do "I" do the printing and send it down or just give you the draft as Dan 
suggests? Please let me know. the cc"s aren't on the draft 

Linda J Burns 
Priests' Placement Board 

»> Daniel Smilanic 02/16/06 1 :56 PM >» 
Dear Linda and Fr. Clemens, 
As the attachment, please find my draft of a letter fot.C8iiccill ending his term as pastor. I have included a 
number of other points (avoid the parish, no public ceietiration, etc.) in order to cover all the bases. For 
that reason, I suggest that the Cardinal should sign it and that it be ecclesiastically notarized. 
If you are in agreement, the draft would go in hard copy form to the Cardinal via Fr. Flens with a email 
attachment going to Mary Hallan-Fiorito. If he okays it, then his staff would format it onto his stationary, 
have him sign it, notarize it and mail the original/copies. The "cc" list could be the "cc" list on this email. 
Fr. Dan Smilanic 

CC: Celine Swezenski 
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Rev. John W. Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
PO Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John, 

February 18, 2006 

This has been a difficult time for you and I begin by assuring you that you are in my thoughts and 
prayers. In fact, I know that this letter will be difficult for you to receive. 

As Fr. John Clemens wrote to you on January 6, 2005, your office as a pastor of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago was due to expire on February 17, 2006. That date has passed. Therefore in accord with Canons 
184, § 1 and 186, by means of this letter I notify you that your canonical term of office as the pastor of 
Holy Angels parish in Chicago has been completed. The end of your term of office is effective 
immediately. In due course, a new pastor will be appointed. The Diocesan Priests' Placement Board and 
the Episcopal Vicar will notify the parish about this, and they will work with the parishioners. 

Customarily, a pastor's completion of his term office and his departure from the parish would be 
recognized with a liturgical celebration and some type of parochial reception. In your situation, that is not 
possible; the on-going canonical adjudication of the allegations against you precludes such publicity. 
However, in spite of those allegations, I want to acknowledge your hard work and your great efforts in the 
African-American community, both with Catholics and with those of other denominations; for such work 
and efforts, the Archdiocese of Chicago will always be grateful. 

With regard to the canonical trial that you are involved in, I continue to be frustrated by how long it is 
taking. This is due, in part, to a reality that we have no control over; a considerable number of those 
involved in the trial come from outside the Archdiocese. Hopefully, we can move the process along more 
quickly. While the trial continues I ask you to be mindful of the provisions of my decree of January 23, 
2004 which enjoined you, for the good of the people of Holy Angels parish and for your own good, from 
being present in any way at the parish. Because you are no longer a pastor of the Archdiocese, there will 
be an adjustment of your salary to the scale of an Associate Pastor. Your benefits and your residence 
arrangements remain the same. 

Again, let me assure you of my continued thoughts and prayers. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George OMI 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesiastical Notary 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

February 22, 2006 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

This has been a difficult time for you, and I begin by assuring you that you are in my thoughts and prayers. 
In fact, I know that this letter will be difficult for you to receive. 

As Fr. John Clemens wrote to you on January 6, 2005, your office as a pastor of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago was due to expire on February 17, 2006. That date has passed. Therefore in accord with Canons 184, § l 
and 186, by means of this letter I notify you that your canonical term of office as the pastor of Holy Angels parish in 
Chicago has been completed. The end of your term of office is effective immediately. In due course, a new pastor 
will be appointed. The Diocesan Priests' Placement Board and the Episcopal Vicar will notify the parish about this, 
and they will work with the parishioners. 

Customarily, a pastor's completion of his term office and his departure from the parish would be 
recognized with a liturgical celebration and some type of parochial reception. In your situation, that is not possible; 
the ongoing canonical adjudication of the allegations against you precludes such publicity. However, in spite of 
those allegations, I want to acknowledge your hard work and your great efforts in the African-American community, 
both with Catholics and with those of other denominations; for such work and efforts, the Archdiocese of Chicago 
will always be grateful. 

With regard to the canonical trial in which you are involved, I continue to be frustrated by how long it is 
taking. This is due, in part, to a reality that we have no control over; a considerable number of those involved in the 
trial come from outside the Archdiocese. I hope that we can move the process along more quickly. While the trial 
continues I ask you to be mindful of the provisions of my decree of January 23, 2004 which enjoined you, for the 
good of the people of Holy Angels parish and for your own good, from being present in any way at the parish. 
Because you are no longer a pastor of the Archdiocese, there will be an adjustment of your salary to the scale of an 
Associate Pastor. Your benefits and your residence arrangements remain the same. 

Again, I promise you my prayers, and I ask you to remember me in yours. 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

q-~L,u)~ 
Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Rev. John W. Calicott 
February 22, 2006 - Page two 

Cc: Very Reverend John Canary 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Reverend Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend Joseph Perry, Vicar 
Reverend David Jones, Dean 
Reverend Pat Lagges, Judicial Vicar 
Dr. Carol Fowler, Dir of Personnel Services 

vDiocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Ms. Colleen Dolan, Dir of Communications 
Ms. Mayra Flores, Office of Assistance Ministry 
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility 
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I Leah McCl!;!ski{ John q~licott :: :: : :==::: : : 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dan Fitzgerald 
Zacharias, Patricia 
3/13/2006 4:12:43 PM 
John Calicott 

:: 

I received a call today from a who had some concerns about the 
administration at Holy Angels School. I took the call because the Assistant Superintendent for that school 
was out. 

After relaying her concerns about the school she asked me if Fr. John was supposed to be around 
children. I made sure that she was speaking about John Calicott and she said that she was. She said 
that he is working with the Boy Scouts at the rectory and also at a neighboring Baptist church. She was 
not clear if he was the scout master but did say that he took them on field trips and was at last month's 
meeting. 

She was concerned because of the allegations made against him. 

Dan Fitzgerald 

CC: Wolsonovich, Nicholas; Yerkes, JoAnn 

Page 1 I 
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From: Leah McCluskey 
To: Costello, Vincent; Flens, Daniel; Fowler, Carol; Grace, Edward; Lago, Jimmy; 
O'Malley, John; Smilanic, Daniel 
Date: 3/14/2006 8:22:48 AM 
Subject: Re: Fwd: John Calicott 

I already talked with Grace, Costello, and Carol Fowler about this late yesterday. I am calling the principal 
of Holy Angels and the parent who Dan talked to yesterday this morning. I will then give Fr. Costello a call 
to speak with Calicott. One of my other concerns this morning is a suitable [and strong enough] 
consequence. 

Leah 
>»Jimmy Lago 03/14/06 6:34 AM>» 
If this is true, it is outrageous!!! Who should look into this today? 

j. Iago 

>» Nicholas Wolsonovich 3/13/2006 7:40 PM >» 
Jimmy, 

FYI, 

Nick 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICACC) 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
ChicJgo, illinoi~; (10690-1979 

(3 l 2) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 7Si'-5279 

;J www.archchicago.org 

MEMORANDUM /<--e.<c1·t "!c. / ...., /_. , / 

/" / j/2- v;oc 
To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

~f> {/L, I r O./-f·, . 
File - PFR-13 . 

0
; (._Q 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato~} 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

March 16, 2006 

PRA received a voice mail message on March 13, 2006 from Mr. Dan Fitzgerald, 
Assistant Superintendent Vicariate HI regarding a phone conversation he had that day 
with , a parent of a child at Holy Angels School. Mr. Fitzgerald stated 
that had originally contacted the Office of Catholic Schools to report her 
concerns with the Administration at Holy Angels. As per Mr. Fitzgerald, he took the 
phone call due to the fact that the Assistant Superintendent for Holy Angels was not 
available. 

One - spoke with Mr. Fitzgerald about her concerns with the administration at 
Holy Angels, she asked him about Rev. John Calicott and his continued involvement with 
the Boy Scout troop at the school. As per Mr. Fitzgerald, - informed him that 
Fr. Calicott "runs the Boy Scouts" at Holy Angels. Mr. Fitzgerald then called PRA and 
forwarded-s name and contact phone number ] for follow up. 

PRA received Mr. Fitzgerald's voice mail message on March 13th and played the 
message for Carol Fowler, Director of Personnel Services and Revs. Vincent Costello and 
Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests. Upon listening to the message and-'s 
question about Fr. Calicott's continued involvement with the Boy Scouts, it was agreed 
that PRA would attempt to reach the principal of Holy Angels the next morning as well 
as attempt to reach- PRA would then contact Fr. Costello to discuss next 
steps to take to address this issue. 

PRA spoke with Ms. Shirley DeSadier,.principal of Holy Angels School on March 14, 
2006 regarding the aforementioned matter. PRA informed Ms. DeSadier of information 
that had been received from the Office of Catholic Schools the evening before regarding 
Fr. Calicott and his possible involvement with the Boy Scout Troop at Holy Angels. Ms. 
DeSadier first informed PRA that Fr. Calicott has not been around the school at all. She 
stated that she has been at Holy Angels since July [2005] and that " ... they told me that if 
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Memo to File - PFR-13 
March 16, 2006 
Page 2 

he [Fr. Calicott] is around the school that I need to call them ... " Ms. DeSadier also 
indicated that ''they" had informed her upon her hiring that Fr. Calicott is not allowed at 
Holy Angels School. When asked by PRA, Ms. DeSadier did not appear to be certain as 
to who ''they" and "them" are. Ms. DeSadier then informed PRA that she assumes that 
she should call her Assistant Superintendent [Mrs. Jo Ann Yerkes] when and if she sees 
Fr. Calicott at the school. 

When asked, Ms. DeSadier agreed to contact either PRA or Fr. Costello in the Vicar for 
Priests office when and if she sees Fr. Calicott at Holy Angels. In terms of contact 
information, it was agreed that PRA would e-mail both PRA and Fr. Costello's contact 
information to Ms. DeSadier for her records. PRA clarified for Ms. DeSadier that Fr. 
Calicott is not allowed at the school and/or within the parish boundaries. Ms. DeSadier 
noted that she has only seen Fr. Calicott at Sunday mass [at Holy Angels]. She did not 
inform PRA of how often she has seen Fr. Calicott at mass. 

When asked, Ms. DeSadier informed PRA that she did not know anything about the Boy 
Scout Troop associated with Holy Angels, as it is a parish run program and not a school 
run program. Ms. DeSaider did share her awareness that the Boy Scouts at times meet at 
the Baptist Church on Oakwood down the street from the schooi. When asked, Ms. 
DeSadier suggested that a female parishioner named-might know something 
about the Boy Scouts, as she works with the Girl Scouts at the school. Ms. DeSadier was 
informed of PRA's interest in speaking with whoever was in charge of the Boy Scouts at 
Holy Angels. 

After placing the call with PRA on hold, Ms. DeSadier returned and stated that -
-did not know anything about the Boy Scout Troop at the school. However, Ms. 
DeSadier provided PRA with the name of Miss Holt, the secretary at the "Parish House" 
at Holy Angels [773 624-5375]. Ms. DeSadier suggested that Miss Holt might have the 
information regarding the Boy Scout Troop that PRA was seeking. As per Ms. DeSadier, 
the Boy Scout Troop is a parish organization and not a school organization. She noted 
that she was never given any flyers to hand out at the school for Boy Scout 
involvement/recruitment. 

Ms. DeSadier may be reached at [773] 624-0727. 

PRA contacted Miss Holt via phone on March 14, 2006 at the Holy Angels Parish House. 
Miss Holt was informed that Ms. DeSadier provided her name and number to PRA. 
After identifying herself to Miss Holt, PRA asked her if she had any information in 
regards to the identity and contact information for the individual who runs the Boy Scout 
Troop associated with Holy Angels School. Miss Holt informed PRA that she would 
need to look through her papers to attempt to identify the contact person and information 
for the Boy Scout Troop. 

When asked if this was "good or bad," PRA informed Miss Holt that the phone call was a 
follow up to information received by the Office of Catholic Schools of Fr. Calicott's 
involvement with the Boy Scout Troop at Holy Angels. Miss Holt's demeanor changed 
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Memo to File - PFR-13 
March 16, 2006 
Page 3 

as she became short with PRA. She stated that Fr. Calicott " ... picks up his stuff [from 
the rectory] and is in and out ... " one time per month. Miss Holt continued by stating that 
Fr. Calicott" ... is not around children at all.. .I can vouch for that ... " 

Miss Holt then told PRA that she couki not locate the Boy Scout leader information and 
that she would need to call the part-time secretary of the Parish House to determine if she 
had the information. It was agreed that Miss Holt with call PRA back with the 
information. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Vince Costello, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Ralph Bonaccors~ Assistance Ministry 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Leah McCluskey 

3/16/2006 10:56:52 AM 
Contact Information 

Dear Ms. DeSadier, 

==== 

I apologize for just sending you this information today, after our phone call on Tuesday, March 14th. 

As we had discussed on Tuesday, if you are made aware either by your own observance and/or it is 
reported to you that Rev. John Calicott is on the grounds of Holy Angels School and/or parish, I ask that 
you please either contact me or Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests directly. Our contact information 
is as follows: 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 
[312] 751-5205, direct office number 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

Rev. Vincent Costello 
Vicar for Priests 
[312] 642-1837, office number 
vcostello@archchicago.org 

As you indicated your knowledge of to me through our phone conversation on Tuesday, Fr. Calicott is not 
to be on the grounds of Holy Angels parish [including the school]. 

If you have any questions at any time, please feel free to contact me. 

Thank you again for your assistance with this matter. 

Take care, 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: 312.751.5205 
Fax: 312.751.5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

CC: Costello, Vincent; Wolsonovich, Nicholas 

r" 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAYROLL SET UP 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 

Employee Number 

Active FfT __ Active PfT Active PfT Benefits Position--------------

Ordination Date Transfer to P.C. Date Transfer from Agency/Parish/School# ____ _ 

Dept. Name. ___________ No. _____ Agency __________ No .. ____ "_ 

Pay through payroll 
Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

$. _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$. _____ _ 

$. _____ _ 

Total through Payroll S If'; /l 3 b 
Comments ,~ 1~_//.-/ /tfO: 

Effective Date: ~k. I '0 ciloorp 
Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

$. _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

$. _____ _ 

$ _____ _ 

Total Non-Payroll $ _____ _ 

~d'te iZ.ailu; ,KJ&.~J 

Birth Date. _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone. _______ _ Work Phone. ________ _ Handicap: Yes ____ No. ___ _ 

Mailing Address-----------------------------------

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_ Name of Dental Plan. ______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Forms attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes __ No __ Amount per year$ __________ _ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE----.,,.....----------------

Transfer From----------------
Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# 

Transfer From----------------
Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 

Transfer From _______________ _ 
Location 

Termination/Resignation/Date __________ _ 

To ________________ _ 

Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

To. ________________ _ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency # 

To ________________ _ 

Location 
Reason--------.-------~ 

Department Director/Date Direcdian Resource~ate 
Original: Payroll 

(7:::::.7 3- !J'-~& 
Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Rev. 5104 
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A. 

FAX 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE 

645 N. Michigan, Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

To: J ,M Geo[/ 
From: 1f Vtt00 L:r6t: ({J) 

LI J __\-z_ 
Fax Nu1nber: 3, IL-/~/- L 

Date: J/<lf!f o/ Cb 

Number of pages including cover sheet:l__ 

MESSAGE: 

J( URGENT~ FOR YOUR REVIEW REPLY ASAP _COMMENT 
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Mar 17 06 03:31p Cardinal StritchRetreat H 847 566 6082 

1 7 March 2006 
Phone II Phone N 

Fax ff JI Fax# 

Vince, 

The leaders to whom I handed over the reins of the Scout Troop are: 

John Calicott 

p. 1 
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To: The File 
From: V. Costello 
Re: John Calicott 
Date: March 17, 2006 

~ago someone in the Office for Catholic Schools received a phone call from a 
-(?)claiming that Father John Calicott had been around Holy Angels Parish 
on at least a few occasions and that he had been actively involved with the Scout troop. 
Leah McCluskey and I promised to follow up on this. 

Leah contacted the school principal who said she(?) hasn't seen John around Holy Angels 
except for Sunday Mass. The principal also said she had no information about whether 
John had been involved with the Scouts. Leah also spoke with Mrs. Holt in the parish 
office who said that John was around the parish about once a month but knew of no 
contact with children. - spoke with Leah as well and told her that she has not 
been at a Scout meeting since last June but believes John still organizes Scout trips and 
stops by the parish school. There seems to be other people, -and-' 
who may know something about John's involvements, or lack thereof, in the parish and 
the Scout Program. 

On the afternoon of March 141
h I spoke with Jolm on the telephone and asked him about 

whether he had been visiting Holy Angels recently and whether he had been involved 
with the Scouting program. He denied that he had been at Holy Angels except to pick up 
mail and to check on his personal belongings. Although he claimed he is frequently in 
telephone contact with some of the Scout leaders he said he does not patiicipate in the 
Scout outings. I reminded John that he was not to visit Holy Angels and that he should 
determine some way to get his mail forwarded to him at Stritch. I also asked John to 
think about what he wanted to do about getting his possessions out of Holy Angels. I 
further told John that at the order of the Vicar General he should stay on the retreat house 
campus until Friday. Because he asked about it, I told him he could go to the store in the 
area but no further. I likewise called Dick Rudzik and infonned him about the 
restrictions placed upon John. During our conversation Dick corroborated John's 
statement about being on Stritch's campus a major portion of the time. I shared the 
substance of the phone call with the Vicar General - Father John Canary and with the 
Chancellor - Mr. Jimmy Lago. I think I also shared it with Leah McCluskey. 

This morning I spoke with Leah once again. 

claims to have seen John at Scouting events last May, June, and November. 
likewise asserted that the week after Father Bob Miller left Holy Angels, Jolm visited the 
parish school and was warmly greeted by the children who said how much they missed 
him. Leah likewise spoke with Brock Bigsby, the Assistant Scout Master for the Chicago 
Area Council, and he promised to get he the names of the Scout Leaders at Holy Angels 
Parish. 
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I called John Calicott on his cell phone this morning and requested 
that he phone me at the office. 
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.. 03/17/2005 15: 05 

Chica.go Area 
Council 

FAX 
Fa>c: 

'" I 

Phone= 

BOY SCOUTS O~ERIC PAGE 01 

CC: 

CHICAGO AREA COUNCIL #118 
Boy Scouts of America 

1218 W. Adams Street 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Phone: 312 421..SBOO 
Fax: 312 421-4725 

RECEIVED 

MAR 1 7 2006 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

, 0 Urgent 0 Please Comment D Please Reply D Please Recycle 
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@3/17/2005 15:05 
BOY SCOUTS OF .RIC PAGE 02 ·--- ·-·--· --

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

March 17, 2006 

RECEIVED 

MAR 1 7 2006 

OFFICE O~~~D~~~~/~~~F CHICAGO 
L RESPONS/B/LJry 

To: Ms. Leah McCuskey 

From: Brock L. Bigsby 

Re: Troop 484, Holy Angels School 

Following is the current roster for Troop 484, chartered to Holy Angels School. You will 
notice that it expired on February 28. Troop charters are for one year, and as luck would 
have it, they are renewing their roster at this time. As soon as the new roster is 
processed, I will forward it to you. 

1 218 WEST ADAMS STREET • Cl-llCAGO, IL 60607-2602 

le:L. (31Z) 421-8600 •~AX (312) 421•4725 • WWW.CHIGAGOBSA.OF!G 
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BOY SCOUTS OF .RIC 

ECEIVED 
PAGE 

Report #: 
Date 
Time 

1istri.ct; 

0105 v6.03 
03/n/2006 
14;38:47 

Troop 0484 

118 - Chicago Area Council, BSA 
Greater Southside - ~ 

Roster 

44-1\ Greater Southside • A 
R 

county: 
Term: 12 

ioly Angels School 
507 E Oakwood Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60653-
Meeting Place: 

HOLY ANGLES SCHOOL 

Code Executive Officer 
039 Fr Robert Miller 

Frequency: 
Day, 

607 E Oakwood Blvd 
Chicago, !L 60653-2309 

MAR 1 7 2006 Page l of 2 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Expire Date: 02/28(2006 

100% Boys Life y 

Top Leader Trained y 

Tenure 114 Months 
Quality unit y 

Boys 1 Life: 
Term: 12 
Begin Date: 05/01/2005 
End Date' 04/30/2006 

--~---··----·----~·----·~---··----·-----·----~~----·----··----~·----·----·----~·----------------~---·------~---··---··---~~--

Position B/L Birth 
Trained Name Address Stat Sub Date sex Phone 

-~•---·••----•w·--• ~----·-----·----~·-----~ ----·-----·~----------•P----· 

...... _______ -'•P---""·----•r--
committee Chairman 

N 
As5istant 
scoutmaster 

N 

Chartered 
Organization Rep. 

N 

Scoutmaster 
y 

Committee Member Don Ehr 607 B Oakwood Blvd R N 12/20/1941 M 624-5375 
N Chicago, IL 60653·2309 

Committee Member 
y 

Committee Member 
N 

Adults ?rinted: 

03 
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Report#: 0105 v6.03 
Date 03/11/2006 
Time ~ 14:38:47 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERIC 

110 _ Chicago Area Council, BSA 
Greater Southside - A 

Roster 

e PAGE 04 

RECEIV;Efl't 2 

MAR l 1 2006 
• ·-- _. ___ ··-- _________ • _ --· ---· -Alii:MaJOCt:sem:-c-H"ic.4Go • -- -• 

--··---··---·· Youth Members . ___ . ___ . ____ • ___ •. _ -_. ---•• --- · -- - · · - -- • --- · ---- · - -- •• -- OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RfSPONS/B/UTY 

Address Rank 

Paid Adults: 1 
Paid Youths: 10 
Total B/L suos: 10 

·--- End of Report ---· 

B/L 
Stat Sub 

Birth 
Date Grade Sex Phone 

Youth Printed; 10 
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To: The file 
From: V. Costello 
Re: John Calicott 
Date: March 21, 2006 

For the last several days we have been very concerned about whether John Calicott has 
been adhering to the requirement that he not set foot in Holy Angels Church, be on the 
property of Holy Angels Parish, or be involved in any parish sponsored activities such as 
the Boy Scouts, etc. 

This all started last week when a -(Sp?) phoned the Office of Catholic 
Education to report that she had seem Fr. Calicott around the parish and that he had been 
involved in some of the scouting activities during the last year. 

Leah McCluskey said she would follow up and speak with various people at Holy 
Angels. She made contact with the rinci al who claimed she had seen John at weekend 
litur at Hol An els. 

Mrs .• , who works in the parish, said John regularly comes to the parish to pick up his 
mail but also said John is not around young people when he does so. told 
Leah that she believes he has been involved in planning s~nd said she had 
seen Jolm at scout events last May, June, and November. ....... further asserts that 
John has been in the school and has seen the children who greeted him warmly. As we 
investigate these alleged violations of protocol I phoned John twice last week. Each time 
he asserted that the only time he visited Holy Angels Parish was to pick up his mail. He 
denied attending weekend liturgy there and said he did not attend a farewell to Father 
Bob Miller. Jolm claimed that his only contact with the scouting program at Holy Angels 
was by telephone. He answered questions that scout leaders posed to him about various 
scout outings. John agreed to have his mail forwarded to him at Stritch and I encouraged 
him to consider places where he could store his personal property that was still in Holy 
Angels rectory. 

During that first conversation infonned John that we wanted him to stay on campus at 
Stritch until Friday of last week so we could continue to conduct our investigation. 
Although Leah called a few other main characters at Holy Angels she did not receive 
return calls, so last Friday we extended the restrictions on Father Calicott until Tuesday, 
the 21st. Each time these restrictions were placed on John I inforn1ed Deacon Richard 
Rudzik at the retreat house. 

Today, after consulting with the Vicar General - Father John Canary, I intended to extend 
the restrictions until this Friday. I spoke on the phone this afternoon with John Calicott 
and told him we asked that he remain on campus a little longer so that we could continue 
to accumulate information about how often he was present at Holy Angels. During our 
conversation John admitted that he had attended a few funerals in the parish. I reminded 
him of the Cardinal's orders that he not be present in any way in the parish. He 
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' 
suggested that we discuss the matter tomorrow when Ed Grace, Leah, and I are scheduled 
to meet with him. I agreed to do so. 
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Mar 21 06 12:26p 

I. 

Cardinal StritchRetreat H 847 566 6082 

RECE~VEt) 

MAR 2 l 2006 
ARCHDIOCC:SE OF CHICAGO 

p. 1 

OFFIC:E OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBIL\n 

Please sign up for meeting with Vicars and Leah McCluskey on 

March 22, 2006 

10:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

11:00 AM 

11 :30 AM 

1:30 PM 

2:00 PM. 

2:30 PM 

3:00 PM 

3:30 PM 

4:00PM 

Post-ir' Fax Note 7671 

To 

Phone# Phone# 

Fax# 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Fr. Costello, 

Leah McCluskey 
Costello, Vincent 
3/23/2006 4: 15: 16 PM 
Calicott--Boy Scouts 

I did speak with Dwayne Hunter of the Boy Scouts this morning re: Fr. Calicott and his questioned 
involvement with the Boy Scout Troop at Holy Angels. 

As I explained the situation to Mr. Hunter, he informed me that Fr. Calicott was "removed" from the Boy 
Scouts around what seems to be the time when he was withdrawn from ministry. When I asked him, Mr. 
Hunter stated that he did see Fr. Calicott at a Boy Scout function [some type of awards ceremony] within 
the last three or four months. It was Mr. Hunter's understanding that one of the parents had invited Fr. 
Calicott to the ceremony that was held at a "convention center" at 87th and Ashland. When I asked him, 
Mr. Hunter clarified that Fr. Calicott was not affiliated with the Boy Scouts when he saw him. 

I clarified again for Mr. Hunter that Fr. Calicott is a withdrawn priest of the diocese as a result of at least 
one substantiated allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor. 

I also asked Mr. Hunter if he knew the name of the Baptist Church where the Boy Scouts from Holy 
Angels [#484] at times meet. Mr. Hunter did confirm that he is aware that the Boy Scout troop does meet 
at the Baptist Church when Holy Angels is not available. When I asked, Mr. Hunter did not know the 
name of the Baptist Church, but said that he would find out and get back to me with that information. 

I communicated this information to Jimmy today, as he called to ask the status due anticipating his phone 
call with the Cardinal earlier this afternoon. 

I will let you know when/if I find anything else out. 

Thanks. 

Leah 

CC: Lago, Jimmy; O'Malley, John; Smilanic, Daniel 

pag~.1 J 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Vicar General 

CDF 309/02 
Jn re: Rev. John W. Calicott 

DECREE 

In the name of the Most Holy Trinity. Amen. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago. Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8271 
Fax: (312) 337-6379 

Mindful that since 1994, the Archdiocese of Chicago has been addressing allegations of 
sexual misconduct against the Rev. John Calicott, and that in 1995, the Review Board found that the 
were credible and determined that it was not reasonable to return the Rev. John Calicott to ministry at 
that time, and that Cardinal Bernardin had accepted that detennination, and that Supplementary 
Reviews did not dispute the credibility of the original allegations or the reasonableness of the earlier 
findings; 

Mindful also that on May 23, 2003 in accord with Canon 49, Cardinal George issued a 
precept that enjoined the Rev. John Calicott, among other things, not to exercise the rights of any 
ecclesiastical office and to observe the Individual Specific Protocol that in the practice of this 
Archdiocese secures his refraining from ministry until the canonical processes are completed; 

Mindful that on July 15, 2004, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith directed that 
judicial penal trial be conducted and in the same instruction confirmed the precautionary measures 
adopted according to the norm of Canon 1722, and that in accord with the norm of law on December 
17, 2004 the judicial penal trial began with the citation of Fr. Calicott as the reus; 

Mindful that on January 23, 2004 because of credible reports of the continued presence of the 
Rev. John Calicott at Holy Angels parish and in the lives of the parishioners, Cardinal George 
forbade him "from being present in any way at any time on the property of Holy Angels parish in 
Chicago, from attending any Eucharist celebrated in Holy Angels Church, from ever going into the 
Holy Angels parochial school, from being physically within the canonical territorial boundaries of 
Holy Angels parish in Chicago and from being physically within any school, parochial or otherwise, 
primary or secondary, in the Archdiocese of Chicago, and I further forbid him from engaging in any 
behavior which might imply, suggest, infer, or simulate sacred ministry until the canonical processes 
directed by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith are completed"; 

Mindful that on February 22, 2006 he was informed that with the expiration of his term of 
office he is no longer the canonical pastor of Holy Angels parish; 

Having received credible reports that he frequents the rectory on at least a monthly basis, that 
he has attended funerals and perhaps other celebrations of the Eucharist at Holy Angels parish 
church, and that his social activities with parishioners involve his presence in their homes and that he 
may have been present to youth activities; 

Conscious that at the very least, these reported episodes constitute violations of both the 
penal precept of May 23, 2003 that was issued according to the norm of Canon 49 and the decree of 
January 23, 2004 that was issued according to the norm of Canon 1722; 

Page I of2 
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Noting that in accord with the norm of Canon 1341, he has been admonished about his 
compliance with these canonical restrictions, most recently through the letter of Cardinal George date 
February 22, 2006 that reminded him that he was enjoined "from being present in any way at the 
parish"; 

Gravely disturbed about the scandal caused to the faithful of the Archdiocese of Chicago and 
the diminishment of the credibility of the Church before the general population of this metropolitan 
area by the continued presence of the Rev. John Calicott at Holy Angels parish, 

Having cited the accused through the Vicar for Clergy, the Rev. Vincent Costello, and the 
Professional Responsibility Review Board Administrator, Ms. Leah McCluskey, and having 
consulted the Promoter of Justice in causa poenale, the Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic JCD; 

Having obtained the direction of the Archbishop, His Eminence Francis Cardinal George 
OMI, who is away from the archdiocese, 

I, the Very Rev. John Canary, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Chicago, 

invoke Canon 1722 and do hereby reiterate the prohibition forbidding the Rev. John 
Calicott from being present in any way at any time, at any time and for any reason 
within the canonical boundaries of Holy Angels parish in Chicago and from engaging 
in any behavior which might imply, suggest, infer, or simulate sacred ministry until 
the canonical processes directed by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith are 
completed, and 
invoke Canon 1342, §1, and do hereby direct that the salary of the Rev. John W. 
Calicott, as computed for an Associate Pastor of the Archdiocese of Chicago, be 
immediately reduced by 50%. 

After six months, if he has been in full compliance with the specifications of both the original decree 
of Canon 1722 and this decree, half of the amount removed will be returned and his salary 
computation will be restored to its level at the date of this document. 

In accord with Canons 1339, §§2 & 3 and 1341, this decree is also a canonical warning about further 
consequences if he does not abide by the stipulations of this and earlier documents which are still in 
force. If he has not been in full compliance, his canonical maintenance and sustenance as required by 
Canons 28 l and 1350 will be provided in a restricted facility outside of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
where he will be domiciled and his salary will be adjusted accordingly. 

This decree and directive are effective immediately. I direct that this decree be communicated 
without delay to the Rev. John Calicott, to his Canonical Advocate and to his Civil Legal Counsel. 

td:!cf:.ry~ 
Vicar General 
Archdiocese ofChicago 

March 24, 2006 

Page 2 of2 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Daniel Smilanic 
Canary, John; Lagges, Patrick; Lago, Jimmy 
3/24/2006 11:41:17 AM 
Re: Further penal sanctions against Fr. Calicott 

As an attachment, please find a draft. I have to go up to Mundelein and teach this afternoon. If you need a 
re-write/re-construct, that's fine because I would also use it to polish some of the language and canonical 
citations and perhaps shorten the whole thing. Just leave a message on my VoiceMail and let me know 
the deadline - Saturday by 12 noon would be best for me, but if you need it earlier, let me know. 
Fr. Dan Smilanic 

>» Jimmy Lago 03/23/06 4:28 PM »> 
Father Dan, Father Pat, 

After reviewing information relating to allegations that Fr. Calicott has violated the terms of his monitoring 
protocol by being present on frequent occasions at Holy Angels, and after hearing confirmation by Fr. 
Calicott based on a report of a meeting with Fr. Calicott with Leah McCluskey and Fr. Vince Costello on 
March 22nd, and after discussing this with Fr. Canary and Cardinal George, we are recommending that a 
new decree or letter of advisement be issued to Fr. Calicott. 

The substance of this decree (or other notification) would be that based on violations of his monitoring 
protocol, we are reducing his compensation by 50%. If after six months, he has been in full compliance 
with his protocol, half of this amount would be returned. If he is compliance for a full year, the entire 
amount would be refunded to him. 

Additionally, we should advise him that if he violates his protocol again, we will consider sending him to a 
more restricted facility, such as that in St. Louis (Wounded Brother?) 

Who will draft up this document for the Cardinal to sign when he returns? 

Jim Lago 

PS. Fr. Canary does this reflect accurately our conversations? 

CC: Costello, Vincent; Fowler, Carol; McCluskey, Leah 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

March 28, 2006 

Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle St. 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Mr. Reardon, 

1COPY 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Enclosed you will find a packet of information rel¢ased by the Archdiocese of Chicago 
on Monday, March 21, 2006. This information waf also provided your clients at Cardinal 
Stritch Retreat House. Here are the names ofyour!clients: 

! 

i:~/ i 
~:, I 
5. ' 

I 
l 

If you have any questions please direct them direc~ly to Leah McCluskey at 312-7 51-
5205 _ I 

I 
~u-~:-~! 

Laura A. Neri-Palomino 
Administrative Assistant 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

March 29, 2006 

Rev. Kevin Vann 
1725 S. Walnut Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62704 

Dear Fr. Varm, 

COPY 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l'-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Enclosed you will find a packet of information released by the Archdiocese of Chicago 
on Monday, March 21, 2006. This information was also provided your client, Fr. John 
Calicott at Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. 

If you have any questions please direct them directly to Leah McCluskey at 312-751-
5205. 

Sincerely, 

tif~t2- ~-f?~ 
Laura A. Neri-Palomino 
Administrative Assistant 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCE.St OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

April 3, 2006 

Rev. John Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~ 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

I want to thank you again for meeting with Revs. Vincent Costello and Edward Grace and 
myself at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House on March 22, 2006 to review the enclosed 
Individual Specific Protocols [ISP]. 

As we discussed on March 22nd, I am returning the ISP and the related forms that we 
reviewed to you and have forwarded copies to your canonical advocate and civil attorney 
as well. I ask that you review and discuss the ISP with your counsel and then return the 
signed protocol to me no later than April 17, 2006. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205 or Fr. Grace 
at [312] 642-1837. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Admi 

Enclosures 

Cc Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Patrick Reardon, civil attorney 
Rev. Kevin Vann, canonical advocate 
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. '.J:heJndividu~l Spec;ifi~>Proto~ols (ISP) implement the primary goal of promoting the. safety b(inii10rs., 
Additionally, the ISP protects the integrity of the Church and serves as a safeguard for individual priest · 
or'deaccin. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office of Professional Responsibility, he will be subject 
to ·appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under the authority of the Vicar for Priests and .. 
supervised by the Professional Responsibility Administrator (PRA);. The agreement of a priest or deacori 
~o abide by thes~_.prot9_c0Js:is.not unqerstood to. prove'the' truth"of ariy affegatfon arid.is 11ot intended to be .. 
·a.n admissio_n· of guilt for any delict or crime, whether inCarion Law, or State and Federal Law: This 
agreemep.trepr(;:sents the coope:t:(!.tion of.the clericwith.his·bishcm:as;he ·ex~reises'his,.pastoral office (e.g.; 
Canons369 and39~). . · . . : ._.. __ . , ·'.\ '.:-. · ... · '.:· ·: ::._ .·. '.: _.:- . ·· ·: ... · · _; . · 

ThisISHfor _: .. V!JN .. ·'<n)~V\ · ~-;·: '' · f{a~~t6ifows (PRA·f~ i:riiti-~I.all.tha/~ppiy):. 
• • • • • : ... • • • • .. • • • • ~ ; • •! • < .· . 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The client is restricted from being al~~e witli:.a inino~-~r.~iri:ors, t.h"~t 'i~.· ~yon·~ under the age of 
18;'-without the presence of another responsible adult. 

4. ~The "Clergy- Daily Log" ~o be completed on a daily basis and co-signed .by the monitor. The 
~s a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the cleric, the monitor and the Archdiocese. 

Although it identifies time periods, it is intended to provide a general record of the day rather than 
a detailed cfock. · If you are describing an off-site activity, please include your destination and the 
ge_nei:al purpc:>_s~ .o.f the visit_ or .activity. For example, itjs ,Ei~qugh. to_,~ngjc~t~ ,tha~'. you. did personal 
shopping at·a given Shopping Center rather"-than the defailS''ofeach iridivii:lual ·store. However, if 

· .: ,.ypur .,_se.~~7.~~sc_ription is challenged or a complaint is lodged with the Archdiocese, som~ 

···'._,~:~ta~~~n -:~.d.veri~ca,t~o~.~'.:y ~e ~~c_e.~s~~Y_.t~.~-~~~~~i~~!.~~:.~~~e~·~'.·.t_h~,,~-i~~ti~h." .... .':.· .· · · -:·.::." 

s .. . -.(~b-ide:b,J'.·~h~·~s~i~e~t~~f·r~sidenc.~t~ ··w~·<<;fiv!ff.ri,<l" · . : · 
. ... . . -~lhiit~ 
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6. ,{')\Must complete and submit the "TravelNacation Agreement", and obtain concurrence with . 
~greement, prior to a scheduled departure. · In the event of a prolonged stay in a particular 

location, the Archdiocese is required to notify the Ordinary of that place of your presence there. 

7. A\ I LA-- Attendance at a recommended support group 
'~e indicate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month 
(please circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy 
Daily Log" forms. 

8. No inappropriate use of computers, software, Internet capabilities, communications tools or video 
technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees apply as they do to all Archdiocesan 
personnel. . · · · 

9. No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other Sacrament or 
Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests. 

10. Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a 
priest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the 
'clerical shirt'). 

11. On-site visits by the PRA and the VP annually to include a meeting with the cleric. 

This Individual Specific Protocol is to be reviewed annually with PRA, VP, and the cleric. Also, there 
can be additional, written notations tailored to the needs of a specific situation which are signed by all 
parties and appended to this document. Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve 
consultation with the cleric, his monitor, the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PRA, or the 
VP can initiate the discussion for change or alteration, or request that this Individual Specific Protocol be 
reviewed by the Profe · l Responsibility Review Board. At the discretion of any of the parties, the 
legal and/or.cano · 1 c sel 1of the cleric may be involved in the discussions. 

gree to all of these individual specific Protocols. 

Additional, written notations appended to this document? 

(Revised l/XIl/04) 
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RECEIV,ED 

APR 0 7 2006 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

TRA VELN ACATION NOTIFICATION OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

NOTE: This form must be submitted to PRA three weeks prior to planned departure 
In· event of an emergency need, contact PRA or Vicar for Priests to discuss travel 

Jclut & 1i.utr [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to 

will be chaperoned b [name of chaperone]. PRA may contact 

the chaperone at the following phone number prior to departure-· The 

identified chaperone has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and 

1. Contacts with minors by{)o1!-" (;4'.,'blt' [name of cleric] must be in the 

presence of the identified chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations 

incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

[cleric name] over the aforementioned time period of travel. 

3. As previously noted, the date ofreturn toJAJrn. C/•fu/:t 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for .tZ;t!11•12. ~ [aforementioned return date]. 

However, due to weather conditions or .emergencies that may arise, the date may be ... 

changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be 

Date: tfb'ri.l.. 2Q" & · dJj_ t«Jf 

· Date: ~ { ( i { <J Ce CllJ). PRA Signatur 

A copy of this document will be provided to the cleri . 
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a cop 
for Priests' Office. 

. rJJt,ailll'A'6"Jlte 
Th original will be placed in the cleric'sflle-tQ · 

· be .Placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar I iJVlh'Vl 
Revised 3/!7706 · 
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Apr 13 06 07:22p Cardinal StritchRetreat H 847 566 6082 

ECEIVED 

PR 1 7 2006 
RCHDHiCESE Or CHr~Ae;o. 

PRDFESSIONALRESPONSIBtllTY TRA VELN ACATION NOTIFICATION 
NOTE: This form must be submitted to PRA three weeks prior to planned departure 

In event of an emergency need, contact PRA or Vicar for Priests to discuss travel 

41..," Cf-li..Mbt [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to 

[destination address and contact phone number] from a1~1,~ Zoo' [departure date] 

through.zi("'~~~I 2oa6 [returndate]. j.,)Ltl .. &u'"* [nameofcleric] 

will be chaperoned by---[name of chaperone]. PRA may contact . 

the chaperone at the following phone number prior to departure--. The 

identified chaperone has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and 

activities of &,t,,, Q,.zs.•.:-o!t" [name of cleric] during the aforementioned time 

frame. 

1. Contacts with minors by ..1alw.. tJ..i.-.-fl!t [name of cleric] must be in the 

presence of the identified chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations 

incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

Jol\tl ~l~oit [cleric name] over the aforementioned time period of travel. 

3. As previously noted, the date ofreturn to .,Jo&,, (2«L:.•Mb¢' 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for,.u ff)o."f k"' [aforementioned return date]. 
I" "" 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be 

stance, should the original plans be 

p. 1 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

April 18, 2006 

Rev. Mr. Richard Hudzik 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 

Dear Mr. Hudzik, 

lCOPY 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Enclosed with this letter are the "Summary Time Line of Allegation" forms against the following 
priests who are withdrawn from ministry as a result of substantiated allegations of sexual 
misconduct with minors and currently residing at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. 

"' ~ - -

If you have any questions, please contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Adn inistra or 

Enclosures 

Cc Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 
Carol Fowler, Department of Personnel Services 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Leah, 

Jan Slattery 
McCluskey, Leah 
4/19/2006 2:34:34 PM 
Virtus training 

Richard Hudzik-have both attended the Virtus training. 

Jan 

AOC 011720 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 Al 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility AdministratoV 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

April 25, 2006 

On March 14, 2006, PRA contacted the National Office for the Boy Scouts of America 
via phone at [972] 580-2000. PRA explained to the operator at the National Office the 
reason for the call was to identify a specific Boy Scout Troop and it's leaders in Chicago. 
The operator suggested that PRA contact the Chicago Area Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America at [312] 421-8800. 

PRA contacted the Chicago Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America on April 14, 
2006. When asked, the secretary at the Chicago Area Council confirmed for PRA that 

is the current Scout Master of Troop 484 out of Holy Angels 
parish. The operator also remarked that " __ . has been there for years._ . " 
The operator suggested that PRA speak with Mr. Dwayne Hunter for additional 
information as he is the Difector for the Greater Southside of Chicago of the Boy Scouts 
of America. 

When the operator transferred the phone call to 
message and requested a return phone call. 

s voice mail, PRA left a 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File -PFR-13 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administra~ 
Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

April 25, 2006 

PRA attempted to reach via phone on March 14, 2006 regarding her 
report to Dan Fitzgerald of the Archdiocesan Office of Catholic Schools that Rev. John 
Calicott was currently involved with the Boy Scout Troop at Holy Angels School. • 
~ormed Mr. Fitzgerald that her son is a member of the Boy Scout Troop. 

PRA obtained-s home and work phone numbers listed at the school office at 
Holy Angels. 's home phone number ] was disconnected. 
When s work phone number was called, PRA was informed that she no 
longer worked there. The.individual who answered the phone stated that-had 
beena 

PRA attempted to reach - on her cellular phone. PRA left a message and 
requested a return phone call. 

-returned PRA's message the same day. It was explained to -that 
Mr. Fitzgerald provided PRA with her name and contact information. Prior to continuing 
the phone call, PRA confirmed for - that Fr. Calicott has been withdrawn from 
ministry for at least one substantiated allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor and is 
not to be present in any way at Holy Angels Parish. 

When asked, -stated that Fr. Calicott "runs the Boy Scout group" at Holy 
Angels. -spoke of '~times has been the "actual host" of 
Boy Scout meetings at her home at-· Later during the phone 
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Mem" •" File - PFR-13 
AprL 2006 
Page 2 

conversation, - informed PRA that she had asked - if Fr. Calicott was 
still supposed to be involved in the boy scouts [after he had been withdrawn from 
ministry]. As per -told her, " ... don't let anyone know about this 
[Fr. Calicott's continued involvement with the boy scouts]. 

informed PRA that Boy Scout meetings were normally held at Holy Family 
rectory and all were "let in [to the rectory] by Fr. Bob [Rev. Robert Miller]." When 
asked, - stated that the last meeting she could recall that took place in the 
rectory was last year.· While attempting to recall when she last saw Fr. Calicott involved 
with the Boy Scouts, -stated that the cleric organized and attended the scouts' 
trips to the Auto Show and horseback riding at the end of the previous school year [2004-
2005]. 

-stated that when meetings cannot be held at Holy Angels rectory, they take 
place at a Baptist Church around the comer from the rectory. When asked, -
stated that she does not remember the name of the Baptist Church. Also when asked,• 
-stated that Boy Scout Troop meetings take place two times per month, normally 
on Saturdays at 12:00 pm. -stated that the next troop meeting was scheduled 
for Saturday, March 18th. 

When asked, -stated that to her knowledge Fr. Calicott is "in charge" of the 
Boy Scout Troop at Holy Angels. -stated that Fr. Calicott writes the letters to 
be distributed to the parents about the upcoming meetings and functions [field trips] to 
attend. When asked, -stated that she did not have any of the letters written by 
Fr. Calicott, as she had thrown them away. stated that Fr. Calicott also "sets 
up" the events for the Boy Scouts to attend, such as last [school] year's trips to Great 
America and the Auto Show. 

-also shared her knowledge that Fr. Calicott attends mass on Saturdays at Holy 
Family. She noted that Fr. Calicott was also at Holy Angels School the Monday after Fr. 
Miller left the parish [the event took place in early January 2006]. -informed 
PRA that "everyone [at Holy ~els]" knows that Fr. Calicott is still present at the 
parish. She named Mrs. YoungLFr. Miller's secretary at the rectoi]}.Miss Holt at the 
rectory, and a retired policeman who is involved with the Boy Scout Troop as individuals 
who know of Fr. Calicott's continued involvement in and presence at the parish. • 

explained that the retired policeman is present at the Boy Scout meetings and 
assists boys when they become " ... in trouble with the law." 

It was agreed at the end of the phone conversation that would call PRA if she 
was able to obtain any additional information to share regarding Fr. Calicott's 
involvement with the Boy Scout Troop at Holy Angels Parish. 

Cc: , Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 /)) 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility AdministratoiV 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

April 25, 2006 

PRA contacted Rev. Daniel Flens via phone on March 14, 2006 in attempts to reach 
Francis Cardinal George. Fr. Flens informed PRA that Cardinal George was at a meeting 
at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops [USCCB]. Fr. Flens was asked to 
attempt to reach Cardinal George and ask that he contact PRA regarding a situation 
involving Rev. John Calicott. 

After speaking with Fr. Flens, PRA received a phone call from Cardinal George later the 
same morning of March 14th. PRA informed Cardinal George of the information 
received late the day before that Fr. Calicott continued to be involved in the Boy Scout 
Troop at Holy Angels parish. Cardinal George was also updated on the steps being taken 
by PRA and others to follow up on the information received from the parent of a member 
of the Boy Scout Troop in question to determine Fr. Calicott's current involvement with 
the troop and his reported continued presence at Holy Angels school and parish. 

Cardinal George expressed his frustration and anger with the report of Fr. Calicott's 
actions at Holy Angels School and parish. He informed PRA that if it is determined that 
Fr. Calicott is involved with the Boy Scout troop and/or Holy Angels parish that the 
cleric's consequence will be a significant reduction in salary. 

Cardinal George expressed his appreciation for the information. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Pi:ofessional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 ' 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

File- PFR-13 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administ~ 
Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

April 25, 2006 

PRA received a phone call from on March 14, 2006 in response to 
PRA's inquiry made to Holy Angels School about the parish Boy Scout Troop. 

When asked, stated that Rev. John Calicott is no longer involved with the 
parish Boy Scout Troop. Also when asked, estimated that it has been 
" ... a little bit past a year ... since he [Fr. Calicott] left Holy Angels ... " since the cleric had 
been involved with the parish troop. 

stated that he was the Assistant Scout Master of the troop to Fr. Calicott 
prior to the cleric's "dismissal" from Holy Angels. He identified himself as the current 
Scout Master for Boy Scout Troop 484 out of Holy Angels Parish. stated 
that he" .. .learned it all with Fr. John [Calicott]." When asked, estimated 
that Fr. Calicott had been involved with the Boy Scout Troop out of Holy Angels for 10 
years or more. 

When asked, stated that Troop 484 meets two times per month in the 
basement of Holy Angels Church. Also when asked, stated that when 
there had been scheduling problems with the church, Troop 484 met on two occasions at 
a Baptist church " ... down the street from Holy Angels ... " When asked, •• 
stated that he did not know the name of the Baptist church and that the meetings had 
taken place " ... a while ago ... " stated that he does not see Fr. Calicott 
now. 

When asked, stated that the next scheduled meeting for Troop 484 was to 
take place that coming Saturday [March 18, 2006] in the basement of Holy Angels 
Church. Also when asked, stated that the troop is made up of boys from 
the parish as well as boys who live in the Chicago area. estimated that 
there are 15 boys in Troop 484 ranging from grammar school age to high school. 
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When asked, agreed to identify the Baptist church where some meetings 
had been held and contact PRA with the information. 

may be reached at 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Boad 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 /\:\ 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administratct::J 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

April 25, 2006 

PRA received a voice mail message on March 14, 2006 from Ms. Conchetta Holt as a 
follow up to a phone conversation the day before. PRA had spoken with Ms. Holt in 
regards to the Boy Scout Troop at Holy Angels Parish. 

Ms. Holt referred to and her assumption that he had spoken with PRA the 
day before regarding this matter. is the current troop leader for the Boy 
Scout Troop at Holy Angels Parish. Ms. Holt referred to "Fr. John [Calicott]" and the 
fact that he had been at a going away party for "Fr. Bob [Rev. Robert Miller]" that had 
taken place at someone's house and not on school grounds. Ms. Holt's tone was harsh 
throughout her message and expressed her feeling that the Archdiocese of Chicago is not 
treating Fr. Calicott in a fair manner. She referred to Fr. Calicott "being on lockdown [at 
the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House]" and that he only ever " ... comes in [to the Holy 
Angels rectory] for five minutes and is out ... " 

Ms. Holt stated her opinion that Fr. Calicott is a nice person and that the Archdiocese of 
Chicago " ... should work on saving people's souls and stop working on people's 
minds ... " She then abruptly ended her phone call. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE. Of CHICAGO 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File-PFR-13 ~ 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrat~ 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

April 26, 2006 

PRA spoke wit-via phone on March 17, 2006 regarding her report of 
Rev. John Calicott's continued involvement with the Boy Scout Troop at Holy Angels 
Parish. 

PRA asked if she had found "-'s" phone number [see April 25, 
2006 memorandum]. stated~ not yet been able to locate -
... s phone number. She informed PRA that -has two sons who are 
involved with the Boy Scouts at Holy Angels. 

-then continued to provide PRA with information regarding Fr. Calicott's 
recent involvement with the Boy Scout Troop. She stated that Fr. Calicott was involved 
with the Boy Scouts as recent ~May, June, and November 2005. As per- Fr. 
Calicott organized a Boy Scout trip to a Jazz club in November 2005. 

-again stated that Fr. Calicott was also present at Holy Angels when Rev. 
Robert Miller left Holy Angels [see April 25, 2006 memorandum]. She recalls that all of 
the children from the school gathered around Fr. Calicott to tell him how much they 
missed him. As per the nuns who live across the street from Holy Angels 
also know of Fr. Calicott's continued involvement and presence at the school. -
••I.stated that she sees Fr. Calicott's truck at the rectory on Saturdays. 

PRA thanked - for all of the information that she has provided as well as her 
cooperation with this matter. When asked, -expressed her concerns, but stated 
that she would be willing to speak with Mr. James Geoly, attorney with Burke, Warren, 
MacKay, & Serritella regarding her knowledge of Fr. Calicott's recent presence at Holy 
Family parish. It was agreed that PRA would provide Mr. Geoly with -s name 
and contact phone number. 
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Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-13 /\'\ 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrat(V 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

April 26, 2006 

PRA received a return voice mail message on March 20, 2006 from Mr. Dwayne Hunter, 
District Director for the Boy Scouts of America concerning Rev. John Calicott. Mr. 
Hunter requested a return phone call at [312] 421-8800, ext. 242. 

PRA spoke with Mr. Hunter via phone on March 22, 2006. When asked, Mr. Hunter 
informed PRA that Fr. Calicott had been removed from any involvement with the Boy 
Scout Troop out of Holy Angels parish at least five years ago. Also when asked, Mr. 
Hunter stated that he last saw Fr. Calicott approximately three or four months prior to the 
March 20th phone call at a convention center located around 87th Street off of Ashland 
Avenue. Mr. Hunter stated that he stopped by the Boy Scout function at the convention 
center and saw Fr. Calicott there in passing. It was Mr. Hunter's understanding that Fr. 
Calicott had been invited to the function by a parent of one of the Boy Scouts. 

When asked, Mr. Hunter stated that he is aware that the Boy Scout Troop out of Holy 
Angels parish does occasionally meet at a Baptist Church located down the street from 
the school. Mr. Hunter could not recall the name of the Baptist Church, but stated that he 
would work on identifying the church and forwar~g the information to PRA. 

PRA informed Mr. Hunter of past phone conversations with Mr. Brock Bigsby, Assistant 
Scout Executive for the Chicago Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America. Mr. 
Hunter was then informed that if needed, PRA would provide the Boy Scouts of America 
with documentation from the Archdiocese of Chicago noting Fr. Calicott's status as a 
priest withdrawn from ministry due to at least one substantiated allegation of sexual 
misconduct with a minor. Mr. Hunter appreciated the information and again informed 
PRA that the Boy Scouts of America records note that Fr. Calicott is not to be associated 
with any of their programs as of approximately five years ago. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

File-PFR-13 A 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Admilli~ 
Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

April 26, 2006 

PRA attempted to reach Mr. Brock Bigsby via phone on March 14, 2006. Mr. Bigsby is 
the Assistant Scout Executive for the Chicago Area Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America. PRA left a voice mail message for Mr. Bigsby and requested a return phone 
call. 

PRA spoke with Mr. Bigsby via phone on March 17, 2006. Mr. Bigsby was informed of 
the nature of the call, to determine if Rev. John Calicott is currently involved with Boy 
Scout Troop 484 out of Holy Angels parish. PRA explained to Mr. Bigsby that a Boy 
Scout's parent had contacted the Archdiocese of Chicago earlier in the week [of March 
17th] to report Fr. Calicott's involvement with the Boy Scout Troop. Mr. Bigsby was 
informed that Fr. Calicott has been withdrawn from ministry as a result of at least one 
substantiated allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor and is not to be present within 
the parish boundaries of Holy Angels. 

Mr. Bigsby informed PRA that he would look through his files in attempts to determine if 
Fr. Calicott is registered as a member of Troop 484. He explained to PRA that the Boy 
Scouts would have a record of the members of each troop, both youth and adults. Mr. 
Bigsby also informed PRA that troop leaders must file a "Tour Permit" with their offices 
when a field trip is planned. The "Tour Permit" forms indicate when and where the field 
trip is to take place as well as the leaders who are going and the troop members who will 
attend. 

Mr. Bigsby informed PRA that it would take him approximately 24 hours to go through 
his files in attempts to obtain the list ofleaders and members of Troop 484 as well as any 
Tour Permits filed with his office. He informed PRA that he would touch base with her 
at the end of the day. 
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Mr. Bigsby contacted PRA via phone later in the day on March 17th. After reviewing the 
files, Mr. Bigsby informed PRA that Fr. Calicott was separated from scouting [Boy 
Scouts] several years ago when he was first removed from Holy Angels. When asked, 
Mr. Bigsby stated that Fr. Calicott had been separated from the Boy Scouts at least five 
years ago and was informed by the Boy Scouts of America that he was prohibited from 
being a part of scouting. 

Mr. Bigsby informed PRA that Fr. Calicott is not currently registered in the Boy Scout 
program out of Holy Angels parish. He also determined that Fr. Calicott is not listed on 
any "Tour Permits." 

It is Mr. Bigsby's understanding that Fr. Calicott continues to be "highly visible" at Holy 
Angels. Mr. Bigsby spoke with Mr. Dwayne Hunter regarding this matter, as Mr. Hunter 
is the Director for the Greater Southside of Chicago [Boy Scouts]. As per Mr. Bigsby, 
Mr. Hunter informed him that it would not be unusual for him to see Fr. Calicott in the 
neighborhood of Holy Angels parish and school. Mr. Bigsby suggested that PRA speak 
directly with Mr. Hunter. PRA informed Mr. Bigsby that she had left a message for Mr. 
Hunter earlier in the week and would attempt to reach him again. 

After concluding the March 17th phone call with Mr. Bigsby, PRA attempted to reach Mr. 
Hunter via phone at [312] 421-8800 ext. 242. PRA left a message for Mr. Hunter and 
requested a return call. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

April 27, 2006 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

COPY 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of your current completed and signed Individual 
Specific Protocol. Please note that copies of this document have also been sent to your 
canonical advocate, civil attorney, Vicar for Priests, and to your on-site monitor Deacon 
Richard Hudzik. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Sin~lyLWid~tioV& s· 
Professional Responsibility Ad~rato Leah McCluskey 

Enclosure 

Cc: Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Deacon Richard Hudzik, On-site Monitor 
Patrick Reardon, Civil Attorney 
Rev. Msgr. Kevin Vann, Canonical Advocate 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File -PFR-13 0;\ 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator~ 

Calicott, Rev. John [Withdrawn] 

May 14, 2006 

PRA received a voice mail message on March 20, 2006 from Mr. Dwayne Hunter, 
District Director for the Boy Scouts of America. Mr. Hunter was returning PRA's phone 
call. He asked for a return phone call at [312] 421-8800, extension 242. 

PRA attempted to reach Mr. Hunter via phone on March 21, 2006. Mr. Hunter was asked 
to contact PRA at his convenience. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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Memo from: 

Sister Pat 

To: !°~ Date: S'fa41/o t '____!oL~-\--~--- f I 

;j; : 
1-n. ~ ~?~d---1 
~ r ,,,_ ~ 1 /:k,,.u 

~~. 

Jr~ /J. ~J-L_ ~· 
·~.4;1/· 'tv. ~..L ~ ~~ 

~~~·~· 
·~ 

dfr-~~uJ.~ 
~ Q, '/?.._€A- r-· . 
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Rev. Vince Costello 
Vicar for Priests 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
645 N. Michigan Ave. 
Ste 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Father Costello, 

CAr4i11AI ..,Shitth .<'et...,..t 
Qou&e 

1JOO ..,smich ,2)ri"" 
'Post (Jffire .go:ir 49'9' 

ll'!:Jun4elein, .)..[, 60060 

6 July 2006 

.,,,,_, "J.194.J616 

847.f66.6060 
e-tnAil: J"'eAeher.cAl@Att ..... t 

Please consider this my formal request for permission to remove my personal effects 
from Holy Angels' rectory. 

My brother, - who is a parishioner there, has informed me that the old rectory is 
beginning to seriously deteriorate and my belongings are, thereby, in some jeopardy. 

I would like to do this beginning the week of July l 7'h and would hope to have it 
completed prior to the end of the month so that my brother can assist me before he goes 
south to visit with my mom. 

I 
! 

------·-... --·-~··--- I 
I 

\ 
'· 

.-cF:~d~ )%0!( 
Sf!t~7/ 

AOC 011736 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAYROLL SET UP 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 

a1oo:?63 
Employee Number 

3J. Ordination Date #°I 14/ Transfer to P.C. Date Transfer from Agency/Parish/School# 
uA<u /e1r~ ~~~ 

<f - Dept. Name __________ No. llJ;§§e Agency No. I tJ If/ I 
Pay through payroll 

.;~ 3!/tJ 
Effective Date: ~ !, dloo~ Regular Salary $ • 

(Compensation Book) Non.Payroll Compensation 
Other: Type Type ) $ $ 

=d(o 7a $ 1j g1~ $ 

$ $ 

$ $ _____ _ 

Total through Payroll $ / 9
1 

5 D if Total Non-Payroll , $ _____ _ 

Comments ~~~~tJjh~ 

'· Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ QC __ SW __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone _______ _ Work Phorfe ________ _ Handicap: Yes ____ No ___ _ 

Mailing Address __________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_ Name of Dental Plan. ______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Forms attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes__ No __ Amount per year$ __________ _ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE-------------------

Transfer From----------------
To ________________ ~ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

Transfer From----------------
To ________________ ~ 

Personnel Services - Interim Salary# Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# 

Transfer From---------------- To -----------------Location Location 
Termination/Resignation/Date __________ _ Reason _______________ _ 

Department Director/Date Director, Human Resources/Date 

~#: &h7-@Crt 
Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Rev. 5104 
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To: The File 
From: V. Costello 
Re: John Calicott 
Date: August 7, 2006 

This afternoon I had a telephone conversation with John Calicott. He asked permission 
to go to Holy Angels rectory this Saturday, August lih, in order to tag his personal 
possessions in preparation for having them moved. I gave him permission to do so. At 
the present moment we are uncertain as to where these items will be moved. John has 
apparently been in contact with someone who spoke with him about storage, but John 
claims she quoted him a price of $200 per month. John asked about the possibility of 
storing his stuff on archdiocesan property. We agreed that it should be stored in a facility 
where someone is living, like a one-man rectory, lest it be easily stolen. John said there 
is no room at Stritch Retreat House. In fact, he said, they are trying to clean out the 
facility. 

We agreed that it might be a good idea for John to make a few phone calls to priests he 
knows who live in rectories where there are spare rooms. The place we discussed are: 
St. Dorothy, St. Columbanus, and St. Joachim. 

It seems that we do not yet have a date to complete the move, but John thought he was 
told by someone that his possessions would be moved on August 23rd. I still don't know 
when that move will take place. John and I agreed to remain in dialogue with each other 
on this matter. 

Cc: Father John Canary, Ms. Leah McCluskey 
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To: The File 
From: V. Costello 
Re: John Calicott 
Date: August 9, 2006 

This afternoon John Calicott phoned me. He had originally planned to spend much of 
this Saturday, August li\ at Holy Angels Parish so that he could prepare his personal 
possessions for their moving some time in the near future. However, John recently 
noticed that the Bud Billikin Parade was also scheduled for this Saturday and therefore 
many of the streets in the area would be blocked off. This would make access to the 

rectory extremely difficult if not impossible. For this reason John plans to visit Holy 
Angels next Saturday, August 19th. I have no objections to him doing so. 

Cc: Father John Canary, Ms, Leah McCluskey, and Deacon Dick Rudzik. 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Richard Hudzik 
Costello, Vincent 
10/9/2006 3:14:23 PM 
Re: Camera system 

The website is www.jwcalicott.com wherein you will see a reference to being a pastor and associate 
pastor. The reference to having a son and granddaughter would, of course, contraindicate being a 
Catholic pastor. 

Dick 

Deacon Richard F. Hudzik 
Director 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 
www.stritchretreat.org 
tel 847.566.6060 
fax 847.566.6082 

»>Vincent Costello 10/9/2006 12:16 PM»> 
Dear Dick, 

By the way, is John Calicott playing by the rules as far as you know? It's about time to evaluate the salary 
reductions we visited upon him. Please let me know what you've seen and heard. 
Thanks, 

Vince Costello 

Dick 

Deacon Richard F. Hudzik 
Director 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 
www.stritchretreat.org 
tel 847.566.6060 
fax 847.566.6082 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Leah R McCluskey, MSW, ISW 
Administrator 
312-751-5205 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CAOC, CEAP 
Assistant Administrator 
312-867-8793 
pz.acharias@archchicago.org 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, November 18, 2006 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

MINlJTES 

Review Board Members Absent: 

Post Office Box 1979 
aucago, mmois 60690-1979 

J -800-994-6200 
312-751-5279 (fax) 

Non-members present: d 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes-October 21, 2006 and October 25, 2006 
• October 21, 2006 Minutes approved 
• Changes made to October 25, 2006 Minutes [clarification on page 2, fourth bullet 

int 

• 

• 
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II. 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

MINUIBS 
November 18, 2006 
Page2 
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m. 
E. 

F. 

IV. 

MINUTES 
November 18, 2006 
Page3 
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Other Matters 

MlNUTES 
November 18, 2006 
Page4 

• Board members requested a verbal update of the canonical trial of Rev. John 
Calicott; Fr. Smilanic informed the Board that the trial had been delayed due to 
Msgr. Kevin Vann being appointed to Bishop of Fort Worth and therefore no 
longer able to serve as Fr. Calicott's canonical advocate; as per Fr. Smilanic, Fr. 
Calicott has recently been assigned a new canonical advocate 

• 

• Discussion concerning receipt of anonymous allegations against identified clerics; 
concerns expressed with recording and reporting of such allegations, as the 
accused cleric is identified, but there is no name/identity of the accuser 

• Cardinal George swore in new Board member, 

• 2007 Schedule: all meetings scheduled for the third Saturday of every month 
except for December, which the meeting will be on 12/8/07 

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, January 20, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. John Canary, Vicar General 

AOC 011744 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Leah R. l\.1cCluskey,l\.1SVV, LSVV 
Administrator 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

1-800-994-6200 
312-751-5279 (fax) 

312-751-5205 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CAOC, CEAP 
Assistant Administrator 
312-867-8793 
pzacharias@archchicago.org 

To: File -PFR-13 

Memorandum 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Rev. John Calicott 

Date: November 18, 2006 

A summary of the discussion at the Review Board Meeting on November 18, 2006: 

Board members requested a verbal update of the canonical trial of Rev. John Calicott; Fr. 
Smilanic informed the Board that the trial had been delayed due to Msgr. Kevin Vann 
being appointed to Bishop of Fort Worth and therefore no longer able to serve as Fr. 
Calicott's canonical advocate; as per Fr. Smilanic, Fr. Calicott has recently been assigned 
a new canonical advocate 
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[§Ciward Grac_e __ ~ Fr. Calicott 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dick, 

Leah McCluskey 
Hudzik, Richard 
11/21/2006 2:36:39 PM 
Fr. Calicott 

After determining that we do not have a vacation travel form here, I called Fr. Calicott on his cell phone. 
did reach him briefly before the phone service disconnected us. Fr. Calicott stated that he did send me a 
vacation form in the mail, but to our old address prior to his receipt of our change of address card. I then 
asked Fr. Calicott for the day that he left for the trip and when he planned on being back. That is when the 
phone went dead. 

I tried to reach Fr. Calicott again and left him a voice mail on his cell phone requesting a return call. 

Fr. Calicott just called back. He was driving in an area where he did not have good cell service. He said 
that he sent the travel form about one week ago and was surprised that it had not reached here as of yet. 
When asked, Fr. Calicott stated that the form reads that he left today for- Mississippi to stay with 
his mother--phone number and will be back on December 7th. Fr. Calicott's cell phone 
number is 

Thank you for being so on top of this Dick. Happy Thanksgiving\ 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: [312] 751-5205 
Fax: [312] 751-5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

CC: Grace, Edward; Neri-Palomino, Laura 

Page 1] 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Richard Hudzik 
McCluskey, Leah; Neri-Palomino, Laura 
11/21/2006 2:01 :48 PM 
Re: Fwd: John Calicott 

Then he is AWOL. 

Deacon Richard F. Hudzik 
Director 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 
www. stritch retreat. org 
tel 847.566.6060 
fax 847.566.6082 

»> Laura Neri-Palomino 11/21/2006 2:00:57 PM »> 

No, I did not receive anything for Fr. Calicott. Laura 

>»Leah McCluskey 11/21/0611:14AM »> 
Laura, 

Did you get anything from Fr. Calicott? If so, please fax a copy to Dick Hudzik. If not, please let me know. 

Thanks. 

Leah 

»>Richard Hudzik 11/21/0611:06AM »> 
Leah: John Calicott just rode off south--to Mississippi, I understand. He did not give me a copy of a travel 
report, although I had reminded him to complete such. I saw him faxing something last night--the travel 
report to you, I hope. Assuming I am correct in this, could you fax me that as soon as convenient? Calicott 
did not let me know when he would return. If my assumption is incorrect, Calicott is AWOL. 

Thanks. 

Dick 

Deacon Richard F. Hudzik 
Director 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 
www.stritchretreat.org 
tel 847.566.6060 
fax 847.566.6082 
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Appointment of Procurator and Advocate 

I, John W. Calicott, with this document hereby authorize and appoint the Reverend Michael P. 
Joyce, CM, J.C.D. to act as my procurator and advocate and give him my mandate in accord with 
canons 1481-1489 and 1725. By this mandate, I authorize the aforesaid Procurator and Advocate 
to act on my behalf before my local ordinary and any ecclesiastical tribunal. He enjoys all the 
privileges and rights accorded him in canon law including those actions requiring a special 
mandate. 

He serves with the agreed upon remuneration. I reserve the right to revoke this mandate with due 
notice to the Reverend Michael P. Joyce, CM. 

Memphis, Tennessee 
December 5, 2006 
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Office of Professional Responsibility 

Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Administrator 

ARCHDIOCES'E. OF CHICAGO 

. 
. 

312-751-5205 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CAOC, CEAP 
Assistant Administrator 
312-867-6793 
pzacharias@archchicago.org 

January 19, 2007 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

1-600-994-6200 
312-751-5279 (fax) 

I am writing to you in regards to the TRA VELN ACATION NOTIFICATION form 
that you have agreed to fill out and return to me three weeks prior to any planned 
overnight absence from your residence of the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. Upon 
filling out the form, please provide a copy to Deacon Richard Hudzik prior to sending it 
to my office. This is to ensure that Deacon Hudzik is aware of your plarined overnight 
absence in the event that he does not receive a copy of the notification form from my 
office prior to any planned departure. I have enclosed a blank copy of the notification 
form with this letter. 

Rev. Edward Grace and I will be in contact with you regarding any future additional 
changes to your Individual Specific ProtocoL Daily Log, and/or Travel/Vacation 
notification forms. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (312] 751-
5205. 

L ah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Ad 

Enclosure 

Cc Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Deacon Richard Hudzik 
Rev. Michael P. Joyce, CM, canonical advocate 
Patrick Reardon, civil attorney 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
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I Vincent Cosiello - Re: Salary for J,ohn caficotf .. · 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Carol Fowler 
Lago, Jimmy 
1/25/2007 2:30:14 PM 
Re: Salary for John Calicott 

I talked with Fr. Vince yesterday about this. I think the problem is that I am not always copied on decrees, 
decisions, etc. Apparently this slipped through the cracks because I didn't get word, and I am not sure 
where this decision originated. I am sorry it happened. I don't remember the decision which doesn't mean 
I wasn't told. We (Vince, Sr. Pat and I) discussed how to avoid such problems in the future. 

Carol Fowler 
Department of Personnel Services 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
312-751-8349 

»>Jimmy Lago 1/25/2007 8:54:58 AM»> 
Carol, 

Fr. Vince thought Fr. Calicott's salary had been reduced last year 
due to non-compliance with his protocol. But when he talked with Fr. Calicott, Fr. C told him that his salary 
was never reduced. 

This presents an issue of communication between Personnel Office (I presume) which pays these guys 
and the Vicar who has to deal with the priest himself. 

Can you clarify this situation. Please copy the Vicars in your response. 

jimmy 

Jimmy M. Lago 
Chancellor 
312 751-5382 - office 
312 751-5381 - fax 

CC: Costello, Vincent; Grace, Edward 

-- Page 1 J 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Jimmy M. Lago 
Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312 751-5382 
Fax: 312 751-5381 

Memo 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

Father John Canary 
Father Vince Costello 
Father Dan Smilanic 
Dr. Carol Fowler 

Jimmy M. Lago ~ 
Salary Reduction for Fr. Calicott 

January 25, 2007 

On March 24, 2006, Father Canary signed and issued a decree (see enclosed) against Fr. Calicott 
reducing his salary by 50%. ) Neither 
Father Costello nor Dr. Fowler was made unaware of this decree. Thus, the salary reduction was not 
imposed and the Vicar for Priests did not advise Fr. Calicott. 

This decree is still in effect, since no document has been received from either Cardinal George or 
Father Canary recinding the decree. 

Therefore, I believe the decree must be implemented. Fr. Calicott's salary should be reduced and Fr. 
Costello should notify Fr. Calicott of the reduction. 

Ifl am in error with this direction or have not been made aware of subsequent action, I ask Father 
Smilanic to advise me of such. If we no longer believe that this action is necessary, a formal letter needs 
to be drafted and signed by Fr. Canary or Cardinal George and put in Fr. Calicott's file, recinding the 
March 241

h action. 

Thank you. 
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I Vincent Costello -

From: Vincent Costello 
To: Canary, John; Fowler, Carol; Lago, Jimmy; Smilanic, Daniel 

Let me clarify a few points about Jimmy's January 25, 2007 memo regarding John Calicott. Let me raise 
another point or two about - as well. 

I spoke with John Calicott on the phone this afternoon. He confirmed my suspicion that I had indeed sent 
him a copy of the March 24, 2006 decree. I sent it to him months ago. Although I did not chronicle the 
telephone conversation I had with him last March, I am pretty sure I read the substance of the decree 
before I sent a copy to him. I remember Fr. Calicott being very animated in a conversation I had on the 
phone with him last spring and I think it was about this decree. So Fr. Calicott was made aware of the 
decree by phone call and by receiving a copy of it. He knew that his salary was to be cut and why. During 
our conversation today I reminded him that his salary was to have been reduced last spring but it was not, 
due to the fact that I did not know that I was the one who was supposed to do it. I told John that his salary 
might still be reduced and that I would get back to him about that matter. 

If we wish to impose a penalty for past offenses I have no problems reducing Fr. Calicott's salary by 25% 
for the next six months starting February 1, 2007. I say this because to the best of my knowledge, since 
he received it, he was compliant with the stipulations of the March 24, 2006 decree reminding him of the 
order not to be in around Holy Angels Parish or in any Catholic school. When John sought access to Holy 
Angels' rectory last summer in order to remove his possessions before the building was demolished he 
commuincated his plans with me. I summarized those conversations with Fr. Calicott in memos I placed 
in his file and sent copies of those memos to Father Canary and Leah McCluskey. In October, when I 
conferred with Dick Hudzik about Fr. Calicott's level of compliance, Dick said he believed that John was 
compliant, as far as he could tell. We have no reason doubt Fr. Calicott substantially abided by this decree 
for six months. The decree provides for a restoration of 50% of a salary that was supposed to be 
withheld as long as Fr. Calicott conformed to the decree. 

However, we might also wish to consider not reducing his salary becaue the decree apparently motiviated 
a change in behavior on the part of Fr. Calicott. It was my understanding that changing behavior was one 
of the major reasons for the decree. (By the way, today John Calicott disclosed to me that it was not the 
reduction of salary that threatened him the most. It was the possibility that he might be compelled to leave 
Stritch Retreat House and move to a more restircted facility.) 

Page iJ 
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\ TRA VEUV ACATION NOTIFlCATION 
'•~OTE: This form must be submitted to PRA three weeks prior to planned departure 

"Ii! eve.nt of an emergency need, contact PRA OT Vkar for Priem to dis~ss travel 

"-. 
Jgh.i. (3.l;c# [name of~~J has informed this 

[destination address- and contact ph~ nwnber] 

will be traveling to 

~from a.DZ. 121 fdepmtmedate] 

through /f. ot.o1 [retllllldale]. Jof..t C:;r,1.'cot!c [nameofclericJ 

will be chaperoned by ---(name of chaperone]. PRA may contact 

the chaperone at the following phone number prior to departure . The 

identified chaperone has accepted therespo11S1bility of verifying the [ocation and 

activities of Jo&~ (la lttoit- [name of cleric] during the aforementioned time 

frame. 

l. Contacts with minors- by .1,.i.~ & >:eoH- [name of cJeric] must be in the 

presence of the identified chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations 

incompatible with a priestly lifestyle me to be avoided. 

2.. The identified chaperone may be asked to auest to the activities and whereabouts of 

... J'"'ok,......._C~"11.J1..._,;ez,""-'<!fj='--- l cleric name] over the aforementioned ti.me period of travel 

3. As previously noted, the.date ofretu.rn to J.c.., C:'l."l'tl(t;: 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for If: 11,z,. Of= [aforementioned return date]. 

However, due to weather conditions OT emergencies that may ame, the date may be 

c umstance, should theoriginal plans be 

I I 
~copy of tJLls doct1men.t will be pmYided to !he cleric. The D · nal will be pla~ i.n t~e cleric's file 
lll the Office of Pr@fesmimll Respo~sihili~ amd a copy wi p ced in lhe cleric'~ file io the Vit:ar 
ror Pries ls' Office. 

RECEIVED 

FEB 1 2 2007 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Fax# Fax# 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Fr. Grace, 

Leah McCluskey 
Grace, Edward 
2/13/2007 1: 19:40 PM 
Re: John Calicott's presence at his uncle's funeral in Mississippi 

Thank you for the information. 

Leah 

»> Edward Grace 2/13/2007 11 :40 AM »> 
February 13, 2007 

Leah, 

I called and spoke with John Calicott today concerning his presence at his Uncle's funeral in Mississippi. 
Vince, who was in my office at the time, and I reminded him of the requirements that he not present 
himself in clerical garb or act as a minister at the funeral Mass of his uncle. John assured us that he had 
no clerical garb and informed us that this was not a Catholic funeral as his late uncle had not been 
Catholic. 

John did indicate that he was angry because his elderly mother had been upset by the phone call she had 
received concerning John's visit and his restrictions. 

I replied to John, gently, that his mother had been named on the travel form and it was your responsibility 
to confirm the information provided on that form. 

Ed 

CC: Costello, Vincent 
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SUMMARY TIME LINE OF ALLEGATION 

Name: 

Address: 

Date of Birth: 

Current age: 

Name of civil attorney: 

ACCUSED 

Rev. John Calicott 

Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
Mundelein, IL 

58 

Patrick Reardon 

Date of Ordination [of accused]: 5/8/74 

Location: 

Age at ordination: 

Assignment location of accused: 

Status of accused: 

Name of canonical advocate: 

Mundelein 

26 

NIA 

Withdrawn from ministry 

%)~ ~ 
Date allegation received: 4/13/94 

Date allegation formalized: 

Date of initial incident of alleged abuse: 1976 

Date of last incident of alleged abuse: 1978 

ACCUSER 

Chicago, IL 

Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse: more than one 
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Brief summary of alleged abuse: Mr ... met Fr. Calicott through a third party; 
mutual oral sex 

Brief summary and date of response from accused: 

Stage of disposition by Review Board: 4/94-reasonable cause to suspect; 8/95-
return to ministry; 6/02-withdrawn from ministry after Dallas Charter adopted zero 
tolerance policy 

Additional allegations made by accuser: None 
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ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED 

Name of accuser: 

Date of Birth:-

Current age: 42 

Name of civil attorney: 

Date allegation received: 3/31/94 

Date allegation formalized: 3/31/94 

Date of initial incident of alleged abuse: 1975 

Date of last incident of alleged abuse: 

Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse: more than one 

Brief summary of alleged abuse: mutual oral sex; Fr. Calicott would kiss Mr.
Fr. Calicott would arrange overnight and/or camping trips with Mr.-

Brief summary and date of response from accused: 4/5/94; Fr. Calicott denied the 
allegation 

Stage of disposition by Review Board: Concluded 4/94-reasonable cause to suspect 
that the alleged misconduct occurred 

Additional allegations made by accuser: None 
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. . 

ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED 

Name of accuser: 

Date of Birth: -

Current age: 42 

Name of civil attorney: 

Date allegation received: 2/26/04 

Date allegation formalized: 11/2/04 

Date of initial incident of alleged abuse: 1979 

Date of last incident of alleged abuse: 1979 

Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse: one overnight at a hotel 

Brief summary of alleged abuse: •••I 
Fr. Calicott attempted to masturbate Mr••••I 
same evening 

Brief summary and date of response from accused: 2/3/05; Fr. Calicott denied the 
entire allegation 

Stage of disposition by Review Board: Concluded 6/05-reasonable cause to suspect 
that the alleged misconduct occurred 

Additional allegations made by accuser: None 

Signature of Director: ~WM()~ Date: ttl 1i-(07 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Proiection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistince Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

April 13,2007 

Deacon Richard Hudzik 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 

Dear Deacon Hudzik, 

HAND DELIVERED 

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the summary of allegations of the sexual abuse of 
minors against Rev. John Calicott that have been received by the Office for Child Abuse 
Investigations and Review to date. You will also find copies of the· most recent "Clergy 
Daily Log" and "Travel/Vacation Notification" forms that Fr. Calicott will be directed to 
use as a client of this office. 

As you know, one of our Vicars for Priests Rev. Edward Grace and myself are scheduled 
to meet with Fr. Calicott today to review with him his updated Individual Specific 
Protocol [ISP]. Once I have a signed copy of Fr. Calicott's updated ISP, I will forward a 
copy to you for your information and records. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

;JJ:iJMJ;cAO/(t 
\l~key 
Director, Office for Child Abu e Invest' ations and Review 

Cc Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar TorPriests 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Vicar for Priests 

To: 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

His Eminence Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Fr. Ed Grace 
Fr. John Calicott 
April 17, 2007 

Your Eminence, 

645 N. Michigan Ave. 
Suite 543 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Friday April 13, 2007 Leah McCluskey, Vince Costello, and I met with Fr. John Calicott at 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House for our annual Individual Specific Protocol review. It was a very 
difficult meeting. 

Fr. Calicott entered the meeting in a very angry and abusive mood. Fr Calicott was outraged that 
his mother, an elderly woman, had been called by Ms McCluskey to confirm the contents of a 
travel notification, which Fr. Calicott had submitted prior to a recent trip he took to Mississippi. 
Fr Calicott had listed his mother as the identified chaperone for the trip on the notification form 
he· submitted. Moreover, the Travel Notification form notes that the chaperone may be contacted 
by phone. 

The most troubling aspect of the altercation, to my mind, was the use oflanguage that implied a 
threat. "If my mother is ever called again someone will get hurt." I took this to refer to a physical 
injury. John and I had an unpleasant verbal exchange at this point. I stood and asked him what he 
meant by "someone would get hurt". He then said that he knew things about the diocese and he 
would call a press conference if such an incident reoccurred. I took this to be a pull back from 
the physical injury language. Still, the verbal exchange continued for a short time during which 
John offered to "go outside and settle the matter". The conference continued and ended on a 
more or less civil fashion. Please note, Ms McCluskey had pointed out that John had named his 
mother as the chaperone and the form note that the chaperone might be called. Nonetheless, John 
did not acknowledge that he was in any way responsible for his mother being phoned about the 
matter. 

In summary, I found the exchange very troubling on several levels: 
• John's implied physical threat 
• John's inability or unwillingness to see himself as in any way complicit in the call being 

place to his mother. 

1 
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• John's willingness to threaten some unspecified damaging disclosures concerning the 
Diocese. 

John's trial is still, of course going on and we do not know what the verdict will be .. Whatever 
the verdict, dealing with Fr. Calicott has the potential to be very difficult. 

2 
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C> 

= 

</> 

= 
C> 

= 

n:s 
c: 

TRA VELJV ACATION NOTIFICATION 
NOTE: This. form must be Sllbmitted to Director of the Office for Child Abuse 

Investigations and Review three weeks priDr to planned departure 
In. eveat of eo emergeuy need, contact Director or Vicar for Priests to disellSS travd 

J 0J11~ £11'1:.i..:eo!!t- [name of traveling cleric] has infurmed this office that he will be 

f.raveling to [destination address and CDnlact 

phone number] from /g. oP. o1 [departure date] through ~2"=·~0~~-.o~1 ___ _ 

[1eturndate]. The traveling cleric will be chaperoned by ___ 

[name of chaperone]. The DireciDr may contact the chaperone at the following phDne 
number 

prior to departur~. The identified chaperone has ecoepted the 

responsibility of verifying the lDC!ltion l!Ild activities of the traveling cleric during the 

aforementioned time frame, as well as assuring that the traveling cleric will be spending 

the identified overnights in the same residence as rum/her. 

1. Contac(s with minors by the traveling cleric must be in the presence of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations incompatible with a priestly 

lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to 1he activities and whereabouts of 

· travt;ling cleric over the aforementioned time perioo of travel. 

3. As previDusly noted, the date of return to the traveling cleric's residencehllS been 

scheduled fur,Rl, .,£ o}. I aforementioned return date}. However, due to 

weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In the 

d the original plans be substantia.JJy changed, 

ws. 

Director Signa 

A copy of this doc11mem will be provided to tfle cleric. Tbe orl:gjHI will be phicetl in the cleric'~ file 
iD the Office for CIJikl Ab11se Investfg:atioru and Review and a copy wiU be pieced ill the. clerie'J file 
ID file Vicarfor Priests' Oflke.. · JleviPed 2.ll 2NT 

'P~CEIVED 
APR 2 6 2007 

BY: 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

May 4, 2007 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5388 
312-751-8307, fax 

As we discussed on April 13, 2007 when you met with Rev. Vincent Costello, Rev. 
Edward Grace, and myself, I am now returning the Individual Specific Protocols [ISP] 
and the related forms that we reviewed to you, your civil attorney, and canonical 
advocate. I ask that you review and discuss the ISP with your counsel and then return the 
signed protocol to me by May 21, 2007. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (312] 751-5205 or Fr. Grace 
at [312] 642-1837. 

Sincerely, 

rl4A-fnc~ 
Leah McCluskey Cf! 
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

Enclosures 

Cc Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests "/ 
Most Rev. Kevin Vann, canonical advocate 
Patrick Reardon, civil attorney 
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The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of promoting the safety of minors. 
Additionally, the ISP protects the integrity of the Church and serves as a safeguard for individual priest 
or deacon. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review, he 
will be subject to appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under the authority of the Vicar for 
Priests and supervised by the Director of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
(Director). The agreement of a priest or deacon to abide by these protocols is not understood to prove the 
truth of any allegation and is not intended to be an admission of guilt for any delict or crime, whether in 
Canon Law, or State and Federal Law. This agreement represents the cooperation of the cleric with his 
bishop as he exercises his pastoral office (e.g., Canons 369 and 392). 

Thi~ ISP for Rev. John Calicott is as follows (Director to initial all that apply): 

1. The client is restricted from being alone with a minor or minors, that is anyone under the age of 
18 without the presence of another responsible adult. 

2. 

3. 

4. The "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the on-site 
supervisor. The log is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the cleric, the on-site 
supervisor and the Archdiocese. Although it identifies time periods, it is intended to provide a 
general record of the day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-site activity, 
please include your destination and the general purpose of the visit or activity. For example, it is 
enough to indicate that you did personal shopping at a given Shopping Center rather than the 
details of each individual store. However, if your self-description is challenged or a complaint is 
lodged with the Archdiocese, some documentation and verification may be necessary to 
sufficiently address the situation. 

5. f.f)_ Abide by the assignment of residence to Cardinal Stritch Retreat House, Mundelein, IL. 
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6. t\) ust complete and submit the "Trave!Nacation Agreement," and obtain concurrence.with 
~eement, prior to a scheduled departure. In the event of a prolonged stay in a particular 
location, the Archdiocese is required to notify the Ordinary of that place qf your presence there. 

7. !\) k \ f /Jr Attendance at a recommended support group 
c:/~e indicate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month 

(please circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy 
Daily Log" forms. 

8. No inappropriate use of computers, software, Internet capabilities, communications tools or video 
technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees apply as they do to all Archdiocesan 
personnel. 

9. No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other Sacrament or 
Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests. 

10. Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a 
priest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the 
'clerical shirt'). 

11. On-site visits by the Director and the VP annually to include a meeting with the cleric. 

This Individual Specific Protocol is to be reviewed annually with the Director, VP, and the cleric. Also, 
there can be additional, written notations tailored to the needs of a specific situation which are signed by 
all parties and appended to this document. Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve 
consultation with the cleric, his on-site supervisor, the Director, and the VP. The cleric, his on-site 
supervisor, the Director, or the VP can initiate the discussion for change or alteration, or request that this 
Individual Specific Protocol be reviewed by the independent Review Board. At the discretion of any of 
the parties, the legal an nical counsel of the cleric may be involved in the discussions. 

Printe 

Signature of Director:--"4-b"""'~~.__;_-""'-'~..:;__----b.- Date: _i:;--4-( _,_l s--+'I-=o_J+-----
Signature of VP: _______ --''--,,__.__;;~~"-"---\ 5-/; P fa/ , 

Additional, written notations appended to this document? yes D no D 
(Revised 4/5/07) 

RJE:CEf\TE.f): 

I MAY 1 5 2007 ,i 
/ I 
1.·,1,·~\'.... J It:) i,.': 
~===··-· 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5388 
312-751-8307, fax 

Rev. John Calicott 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 

Dear Fr. Calicott, 

May 25, 2007 

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of your current completed and signed 
Individual Specific Protocol. Please note that copies of this document have also been 
sent to your canonical advocate, civil attorney, Vicar for Priests, and to your on-site 
monitor Deacon Richard Hudzik. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Ad 

Enclosure 

Cc: ~~. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Deacon Richard Hudzik, On-site Supervisor 
Patrick Reardon, Civil Attorney 
Rev. Michael P. Joyce, CM, canonical advocate 
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C> 

= 

a.> 
v> 

= 
C> 

= 

-= 

I 
r--
= = c-...... 

= 

TRAVEL/VACATION NOTIFICATION 
NOTE: This form must be rubmitted to Director of the Office fur Child Abuse 

Iovestigations and Review three weeks prior to planned departure 
In event Df en emergency need, wntact Director or Vicar for PriestB to diswss fnrve! 

d11 J,.. 6\1,';.o«:- [name of traveling cleric) has informed this office that he will be 

traveling to ·on address and coo1act 

phonellllDlber] from.[.!~ ~•<>1 (departuredate] through t2 ~ &1 

[return dateJ. The trave~ng cleric will be chaperoned by-

[name of chaperone]. The Director me.y contact the chaperone at the following phone 
mnnber 

prior to departwe -· The iden1ified chaperone has accepted the 

responsibility of verifyiog the location and activities of the traveling cleric during the 

aforementioned time :frame, a.s well as assuring lha1 the traveling cieric will be spending 

the identified overnights in the same residence as him/her. 

1. Con1acts with minors by the traveling cleric must be in the presence of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situatioru and locations incompatible with a priestly 

li.festyle are to be avoided. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest lo the activities and whereabouts of 

traveling cleric over the aforementioned time period of travel. 

3. As prevjously noted, the date of return to the traveling cleric's residence has been 

scheduled for/? "''!J .zoo 1 [aforementioned return date]. However, due lo 

\ 
weather eonditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In the 

Date: I ,144 2.tu1'l -
Date:------

A copy (}f dtis documeet win be provided lo lhc: de.rie. The original will be placed i~ ttie cleric's ffie 
ID Ille Omce for Oli.ld Abuse Innsligalioas a11d Re~iew and a oopy will l>e placed in the cleric's rile 
im the Vicar for Prlests' Office. Revised UJl/07 ~.._ ______________________________________________________________ ..,. __ ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;I.I 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO . ;-·tr'- . ·'A . 
PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/P~'fiR~-L~~~SET UP 

, . 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIES,T~~.~ _.,i.P 
J \ 

-~ /; 
--...__ __ _ 

1oor,r; lfir-

Last Name, First, Mid~elflitial So~ial Se_kti1rfty Number 
c2t>oc:l. /:J~ 

Employee Number 
l .J 

Active Frr ~ Active Prr ___ Active Prr Benefits __ __./ Position--------------

Ordination Date / q 14 Transfer to P.C. _____ Da~iTransfer from Agency/Parish/School# ____ _ 

Dept. Name _________ No.lo fi 5':L /Agency No./{)'/;{ 

Pay through payroll 
Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

! 
Eff~.ctive Date: ~ 11 cf). 001 

No9-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

$ _____ _ $ _____ _ 

' $ °' ~01 $ _____ _ 

$ _____ _ $ _____ _ 

$ $ _____ _ 

Total through Payroll $ J", 3 ¢ 8 Total Non-Payroll $---...---- ~ 
Comments_~_t>+--ft>~~---_'~-~----A-' __ ,_;av>! __ ~_____....._.,e; -tJ~=---4M1-----· _· ---.+-,P_. ' __ _ 

Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ QC __ SW __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone _______ _ Work Phone ________ _ Handicap: Yes ____ No ___ _ 

Malling Address __________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_ Name of Dental Plan ______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Forms attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes__ No __ Amount per year$. __________ _ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE-------------------

Transfer From----------------
Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# 

Transfer From---------------
Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

Transfer From ----------------Location 
Termination/Resignation/Date __________ _ 

To ________________ __ 

Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

To ________________ _ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency# 

To ________________ __ 

Location 
Reason _______________ _ 

Department Dire or/Date 

___,.;...~~~-t-1--ro\ /or e4 -J - ~ ~ -/ 
.. . ~ eol2B}o-r 

Director, Human Resources/Date 
. -~ 

'/ < Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Rav. 5104 
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Nov.12 .. 2007. 8:23P~Cardinal Stritch Retreat House--~~!!!!!!!!!~No.1916~P. l!!!!!llllB-11!1 

TRA VELN ACATION NOTIFICATION 
NOTE: This form must be submitted to Director of the Office for Child Abuse 

Investigations and Review three weeks prior to planned departure 
In event or an emergency need, contact Director or Vicar for Priests to dlsc11S8 travel 

traveling 

phone number] from4' ••w.Mf,departure date] through& IJ1't11.!1tW 3001 

[return date]. The traveling cleric will be chaperoned b 

[name of chaperone]. The Director may contact the chaperone at the following phone 
number 

prior to departure . The identified chaperone has accepted the 

responsibility of verifying the location and activities of the traveling cleric during the 

aforementioned time frame, as well as assuring that the traveling cleric will be spending 

the identified overnights in the same residence as him/her. 

1. Cont.acts with minors by the traveling cleric must be in the presence of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations incompatible with a priestly 

lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

traveling cleric over the aforementioned time period of travel. 

3. As previously noted, the date of return to the traveling cleric's residence has been 

scheduled for6,Q---· ~aforementioned return date]. However, due to 

weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In the 

event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be substantially chang~ 

Date: 
--~-----

NOV 1.3 2007 
A copy of this document wlJI be provided to the cleric. The original wtll be placed in the cJerlc's file 
In the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review and a copy will be ~~~~- rue 
In the Vicar for Priests' Office. INVESTIGATIONS AN~d 2/12/07 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

--•. Office of the Metropolitan Tribunal 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D 
Phone: (312) 751-8384 
e-mail: plagges@archchicago.org 

TO: 

FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Jimmy Lago 
cc: Father Canary 

Father Costello 
Father Grace 
Father Smilanic 
Colleen Dolan 
Carol Fowler 
Leah McCluskey 
John O'Malley 

Father Lagges y\l>
John Calicott 
9 January, 2008 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Fax: (312) 751-8314 

Yesterday Cardinal George and I went to Mundelein to present John Calicott with a copy of the 
sentence that was handed down in the penal case against him. As you already know, the judges 
found that John was guilty of sexual abuse of minors and, in accordance with the Essential 
Norms for the United States, is to be dismissed from the clerical state. 

John also has the right to appeal this decision to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. I 
believe he intends to do this. Therefore, it will not go into effect unless an appellate court 
confirms the decision of the first court. 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith typically appoints a tribunal in the United States 
as the appeal tribunai. According to Church law, the appellatt: process is to last no more than six 
months. 

Thanks. 

<;. ;·:~:l 
. ···-~ . '. q 

. ,, 
1 
i 

I 
; 
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OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW 

... , , '· · :ilEvfEw BOARD MEETiNG. · 
Saturday~ Jamiary 19; 2oos 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - October 20, 2007~ November 17, 2007 

II. Case Reviews 

... 
· .. ' 
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III. Canonical Updates 
• Calicott, Rev. John 

• 
• 
• 
• 

N. 

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, February 16, 2008 

Cc: Matthew Hunnicutt, Office of Assistance Ministry 
Rev. Vincent Costello,. Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

2 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Olftce for the Prnlection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

Review Board 
Saturday, January 19, 2008 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

MINUTES 

Review Board Members Present: 

Non-members Present: X} 
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

• 

• 

I. Approval of Minutes - October 20, 2007 (revised] and November 17, 2007 
• October 20, 2007 (revised] and November 17, 2007 minutes approved 

II. Case Reviews 
Initial Review 

A. 
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Review for Cause 
F. 

G. 

4 
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III. Canonical Updates 

IV. 

• Calicott, Rev. John - there was not ample time to address this matter during the 
Review Board meeting; therefore, this matter will be before the Board at the 
scheduled February 16, 2008 Review Board meeting 

• 

• 

• 

• 

s 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Next schedlded meeting is Saturday, February 16, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. 

6 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, nlinois 6069()..1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307. fax 

OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes- January 19, 2008 

II. Case Reviews 

Review for Cause 
G. 
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, 
• 

III. Canonical Updates 
• Calicott, Rev. John 

• 
• 
• 

IV. 

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, March 15, 2008 

2 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

Review Board 
Saturday, February 16, 2008 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

MINUTES 

Review Board Members Present: 

Review Board Members Not Present: 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Jllinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

Non-members Present: 0 
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revi~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board · 
Patricia Zacharias, Assistant Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

I. Approval of Minutes -January 19, 2008 
• Minutes approved 

II. 

A. 

1 
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B. 

2 
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c. 

D. 

3 

AOC 011783 



E. 

4 
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F. 

5 
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Review for Cause 
G. 

7 
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III. Canonical Updates 
• Calicott, Rev. John - Fr. Smilanic reported to the Review Board that Fr. Calicott 

was found guilty in a canonical trial and he was dismissed from the lay state; Fr. 
Calicott is appealing the decision, which could take up to three months; the appeal 
trial would take place in the United States [not in the Archdiocese of Chicago] 

• 

• 

• 

IV. Other Matters 

• ~d Fr. Smilanic then provided the Review Board with a verbal update 
of some of the changes made to the policies §1100 Clerical Sexual Abuse of 
Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures 
for Determination of Fitness for Ministry dated November 27, 2007 

• 

• 

• 

9 
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• 

• and-will not be present at the scheduled March 15, 2008 
Review Board meeting 

• and-would not be available for a Review Board 
meeting if it remains scheduled for April 19, 2008 

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, March 15, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. 

10 
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p.1 
Mar 24 08 10:17a 

,IU\.u.CK uroup Page I of 1 

.CCYB ERWlZU The Home Business Solution 

REV. JOHN CALICOTT 

Welcome to My \'Vr.bSitr. 

Welcome to my web-site. This is a preview of the most lucrative RISK FREE busi 
in America. This is an opportunity where many people just like you are earning 
incomes while working from home. Let's get started. 

There's an old adage that says, "lt matters, with whom you do business" So cli< 
and let me introduce myself. Another adage worth remembering is "Suc:cess brc 
click on MY LINKS, and then click on the first article. This will give you a feel fc 
want to share with you. 

Now I would love to know more about you so please spend a few seconds and T. 
This will help me help you. If J don't know what you want or need, I can't help 
for spending this time, you get a reward. I'm personally going to send you the r 
audio "Can An Egg Fly" FREE. Be sure to leave me your address and if you prefe 
in the comments section at the bottom of the survey. 

~ow let's take a look at this incredible opportunity where you can start making 
Simply scroll down to the bottom of this page to the Archived Web-Meetings. N1 
You will now see and hear a complete explanation of our company, products ar 
compensation and marketing plans, as well as how to get started. 

After you have watched this presentation you can go back to MY LINKS if you lH 
the voicemail people hear when they call your ads, as well as go to my Cyberwi 
details about the opportunity. 

Email me once you've reviewed this info. (Please make sure you have watched 
before we speak again) and I'll show you how easy it is to start making Serious 

Thank you for visiting my site. 
I currently do not have any WebMeetings listed. Please check ba1 

http://www.hmgwebmeeting.com/jwcaJicott/index.cfm 312412008 
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CYBEftWIZU The Home Business Solution 

. Born in Mississipi, just a stone's throw from Memphis, TN, my family re-located t 
was six years old. However, virtually every summer we were sent back to the fa1 
Mississippi. This blessing enabled me to knol'V both sets of my grandparents and c 
family.Also, this gave me a great love for nature and a desire to care for the ear 
environment. This love was enhanced by my backpacking and camping experien< 
in virtually every state in our country. 
My travels to Israel and Africa have given me a sense of how important travel is 
rounded human being. It has also given me a sense of how important it is that 01 
type of travel agent. 
I answered the call to ministry and became an associate pastor and then a pasto 
theme, "I will trust in the Lord,· is a theme that is still intricately intertwined in 
I have a son and a grandaughter, both of whom I am very proud. My son has just 
into navigator training for the United States Air Force, a mm1e towards fulfilling 
of becoming an Air Force pilot. 
Because of my love for nature and our environment, I am proud to be a part oft 
team, a team that works to develop products that are natural and friendly to ou 
Jam also happy to be with a company whereby I can earn some residual income 
retirement. Studies indicate that most Americans do not put aside enough to ma 
lifestyles after they retire. And, even if that is not the case for me, a little mon 
come in handy. 
Thanks for visiting my sight. Take a look at our products, I am sure that you will 
them that will be very useful for you. The next time you travel, come back to m 
certain that we can put together a package that wilt provide you with expertise 
arrangements. 
Have a blessed day! 

http://W\vw.hmgwebmeeting.com/jwcalicotVindex.cfin?Page=MyStol)I' 3i24/2008 
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From: 
To: 
CC: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mayra Flores 
Smilanic, Daniel 
Costello, Vincent; Hunnicutt, Matthew 
3/26/2008 2:43 PM 
Re: Canonical Trial 

Thanks for your reply, Fr. Smilanic. The question about the website information came about after .. 
went onto Google (as he said he usually does) to "see if there's anything new" on Fr. Calicott. 

I will share with him that the canonical adjudication is still in process, and wait to hear from Fr. Costello 
about the other matter. 

Peace, 
Mayra 

Mayra Flores, Assistant Director 
Assistance Ministry 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
312/751-8256 
1-866/517-4528 (toll free number) 
312/751-8307 (fax) 
mflores@archchicaqo.org 

>>> Daniel Smilanic 3/26/2008 12:30 PM >>> 
Mayra -
I would say that since Fr. Calicott's canonical adjudication is still in process, that is all that should be said 

to••• 
Thank you for the additional information about John Calicott's progeny, but I wonder if that is directly 
relevant to the matter of his canonical adjudication? 
Fr. Smilanic 

»>Mayra Flores 3/26/2008 10:18 AM»> 
Happy Easter, Fr. Smilanic. 

This is an e-mail I've been meaning to send now for two days ... 

I received a call from asking about the results of Fr. John Calicott's Canonical Trial. (He 
checks in "yearly" to see if there is some conclusion.) I said I would check with you and get back to him. 
My understanding is that there was a decision reached that Fr. Calicott is appealing. I don't know how 
much of that I can share with-. or if I should be the one to answer his questions. I'm sure that any 
answer will prompt others for him. 

Secondly, - asked about a website he came across in Google about Fr. Calicott. The website, 
Cyberwize.com, has a profile on Fr. Calicott in which he says he is proud of his "son and granddaughter". 
-asked me if I knew of this to which I answered 1 did not. I had sent Fr. Costello a fax of the website 
pages, and would gladly send you the same, if you wish. Fr. Costello is providing me with information 
related to the son (i.e., adopted). However, if you have information you; can add that I can share with 
... I would appreciate it. 

Please advise. 

Peace, 
Mayra 

AOC 011793 
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Mayra Flores, Assistant Director 
Assistance Ministry 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
312/751-8256 
1-866/517-4528 (toll free number) 
312/751-8307 (fax) 
mflores@archch icago .org 

AOC 011794 



Mar. 26. 2008!!!! 7:40PM-Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 

TRA VELN ACATION NOTIFICATION MAR 2 7 2008 
NOTE: This form must be submitted to Director of the Office for Child Abuse 

Investigations and Review three weeks prior to plarmed departure ARCHDIOCESE oF cH1cAGO 
OFFlf.E FOR CHILD ABUSE 

In event of an emergency need, contact Director or Vicar for Priests to discuss tJillX~'1GAT10NS AND REVIEW 

J.,,J.... C,Co!i.L:ca Mr [name of traveling cleric] has informed this office that he will be 

traveling t 

phone number] from.1~ . ...z 2Qel [departure date] through =u.~~-· .... · .... ~--

(return date]. The traveling cleric will be chaperoned by 

[name of chaperone]. The Director may contact the chaperone at the following phone 
number 

prior to departure The identified chaperone has accepted the 

responsibility of verifying the location and activities of the traveling cleric during the 

aforementioned time frame, as well as assuring that the traveling cleric will be spending 

the identified overnights in the same residence as him/her. 

1. Contacts with minors by the traveling cleric must be in the presence of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations incompatible with a priestly 

lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

traveling cleric over the aforementioned time period of travel. 

3. As previously noted, the date of return to the traveling cleric's residence has been 

scheduled for,rz,tJfAl ha& [aforementioned return date]. However, due to 

weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In the 

o Id the original plans be substantially changed, 

Date: ------Director Signa 

A copy or this document will be provided to the cleric. The ori1inal will be placed in the cleric's nie 
in the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review and a copy will be placed In the cleric's nle 
in the Vicar for Priests' Omce. Revised 2112/07 

AOC 011795 



I· Lea_h McCluskey : Re: Fa. 9alicott .. • 
From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Matthew Hunnicutt 
McCluskey, Leah 
4/1/2008 8:51 :28 AM 
Re: Fa. Calicott 

Leah: Thanks. Will do. Matt 

Matt Hunnicutt 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
(312) 751-8267 

>»Leah McCluskey 3/31/2008 4:45 PM>» 
Matt, 

I would send this information to Fr. Calicott's Vicar, who would be Fr. Grace. I would also send to Fr. 
Smilanic for his FYI. 

It seems to me that the follow up on this would be by Fr. Grace ... and Shawnte when she is caught up. 

Leah 

»>Matthew Hunnicutt 3/31/2008 4:41 PM»> 
This is the link to Calicott's website. From what I can tell there's nothing salacious on here, but I haven't 
looked at it all yet. The victim's concern is primarily with the personal history part, where Father C. talks 
about his child and grandchild. 

http://www.healthywize.com/jwcalicott 

Matt Hunnicutt 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
(312) 751-8267 

P(;!g_e 1 j 
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Office of the Chancellor 
Jimmy M. Lago 

April 9, 2008 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Reverend John Calicott 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
PO Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 

Dear Father Calicott, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5382 
Fax: 312-751-5381 

This letter is to update you on actions we are taking to upgrade our monitoring and 
supervision program_ For the past year, we have been reviewing the recommendations from the 
consultants we hired in 2006 as well as the Ad Hoc Committee who worked with us this past 
year to redesign our programs for oversight and compliance. We are now in the process of 
implementing improvements to both of these programs. 

We have engaged Dr. Monica Applewhite, former president of Praesidium, Inc., the 
national accrediting body for religious communities seeking to comply with the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Youth and Essential Norms, to design and recommend an individual 
protocol with each removed priest. Secondly, we have hired a new compliance supervisor, Ms. 
Shawnte Jenkins, to oversee compliance with these agreements and protocols. 

The Vicar for Priests and members of the Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
will be in contact with you to discuss these changes. 

Please give them your cooperation. 

cc. Cardinal Francis George 
Fr. John Canary 
Fr. Vince Costello 
Fr. Ed Grace 
Jan Slattery 

AOC 011797 



Hager Marketing Group 

REV. JOHN CALICOTT 
PHONE 
EMAIL 

• 
o Webmeeting_s 
o Click Through 
o .S.2anish Click Through 
o Multimedia . 

• 
• 

o Mx Story 
o Mx Links 

• 
• 
• 

CyberWize powered by Tunguska Blast 
"Creating Bette,r Health and Greater Wealth" 

Page 1of2 

~Born in Mississipi, just a stone's throw from Memphis, TN, my family re-located to Chicago when I II 
LI was six years old. However, virtually every summer we were sent back to the farm in Mississippi.This U 

blessing enabled me to know both sets of my grandparents and other elders in my family.Also, this 
gave me a great love for nature and a desire to care for the earth's fragile environment. This love was 
enhanced by my backpacking and camping experiences. I have camped in virtually every state in our · 
country. 
My travels to Israel and Africa have given me a sense of how important travel is to the well rounded 
human being. It has also given me a sense of how important it is that one has the right type of travel 
agent 
I answered the call to ministry and became an associate pastor and then a pastor in Chicago.My 
theme, "I will trust in the Lord," is a theme that is still intricately intertwined into my life. 
I have a son and a grandaughter, both of whom I am very proud. My son has just been accepted into 

_ navigator training for the United States Air Force, a move towards fulfilling his life long dream of 
'·;becoming an Air Force pilot. 
Because of my love for nature and our environment, I am proud to be a part of the CyberWize team, a 
team that works to develop products that are natural and friendly to our environment. 
I am also happy to be with a company whereby I can earn some residual income as I move towards 
retirement. Studies indicate that most.Americans do not put aside enough to maintain their lifestyles 
after they retire. And, even if that is not the case for me, a little more money can always come in 
handy. 
Thanks for visiting my sight. Take a look at our products, I am sure that you will find a number of 

http://www.hmgwebmeeting.com/jwcalicott/my _story .cfm 6/25/2008 
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Hager Marketing Group Page 2 of2 

them that will be very useful for you. The next time you travel, come back to my sight and I am 
. certain that we can put together a package that will provide you with expertise and quality travel 
'·arrangements. 
Have a blessed day!· 

http://www.hmgwebmeeting.com/jwcalicott/my _story .cfm 6/25/2008 



Hager Marketing Group 

REV. JOHN CALICOTT 
PHONE. 
EMAIL 

• 
o W ebmeetings. 
o Click Through 
o S.12anish Click Through 
o Multimedia 

• 
• 

o My Story 
o My Links 

• 
• 
• 

CyberWize powered by Tung~ska Blast 
"Creating Better Health and Oreater Wealth" 

Ge.tting To Know You! 
Question 

First and Last Name: 

Email Address: 

Page 1 of2 

Answer 

Timezone: !Eastern Time (US & Canada) (GMT-5:00) . El · 
State/Province : 

Home Phone: 

Fax Number (if available) 

What is the best time to reach you by phone? 

Tell Me About You.rself 

Have you ever owned a horn~ business before? 

If yes, what did that business involve? 

What type of work have you done in the past? 

In starting a home-based business what would be 
important to you? 

What about working from home appeals to you 

' . 

I Select One !EJ 

I Select One !EJ 
I It yes select one EJ 

l_s_el_ec_t _O_ne _____ El 
l_s_el_ec_t _O_ne _____ EJ 

http://www.hrngwe bmeeting.corn/j wcalicott/ getting_ to_ know _you.cfm 6/25/2008 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

To: Fr. John Calicott 

From: Shawnte Jenkins-Compliance Supervisor 

Date: July 2, 2008 

RE: Noncompliance with daily log sheet protocol 

Fr. Calicott, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312.867.2595 
Fax: 312.731.8307 

On Jtine 18, 2008 all residents of the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House were notified that the Clergy 
Daily Logs have been revised and must be complete in their entirety, on a daily basis. On June 
26, 2008 you were informed in person of the changes to the form and the requirement for 
verification. At this time you agreed to follow the protocpl. To date you have yet to complete the 
daily log sheets as required by the Prayer and Penance Program. This is considered 
noncompliance and is a violation of the Individual Specific Protocols. Such violations are subject 
to canonical action. It is imperative that you begin completing daily log sheets immediately, as 
well as submit all missing daily log sheets since June 18, 2008. Further delay of the completion 
of the logs will be considered serious noncompliance with the program. 

CC: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I., Jimmy Lago, Fr. Ed Grace, Jan Slattery, Richard Hudzick 

AOC 011801 



• 
Memo 

To: Ms. Shawnte Jenkins 

From: Rev. John Calicott 

CC: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Jimmy Lago, Rev. Ed Grace, Jan Slattery, 
Richard Hudzick, Rev. Michael Joyce 

Date: July 3, 2008 

Re: July 2, 2008 memo on noncompliance with daily log protocol 

The Clergy Daily Log sheet states: "The log is completed daily each time you leave and 
return to the residence ... " On the referenced days in your memo, I never left the residence. 
And, truth being told, quite frankly I did not feel compelled by any overwhelming urgency to · 
attempt to figure out how to log out of the residence and then to log in to the residence when 
I never left the residence. To my mind, handing in a blank sheet is not an option due to the 
possibility, however remote, that someone could just fill in anything over my signature. 
However, I will attempt, posthaste, to figure out something so as to be in "compliance." -

Finally, by way of future reference, I am formally requesting that any memo or letter that you 
forward to me threatening and/or initiating "canonical action" also be forwarded to my 
canonical advocate: · 

Rev. Michael P. Joyce 
Judicial Vicar 
The Catholic Center 
5827 Shelby Oaks Drive 
Memphis, TN 38134-7316 

AOC 011802 



.-------------------,-.-, -,-- -------- ---

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO r:-

PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAY~'t! ~ 
ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS -~ 

ca @a cl h ;¥ 
Employee Number 

Ordination Date I q N Transfer to P.C. ____ DateTransfer from Agency/Parish/School# ____ _ 

Dept. Name _______ No. fa# ;\2
1 

Agency ______ No. I fJ eJ{f 

Pay through payroll 
Regular Salary 
(Compen1atlon Book) 
Other: Type 

s ~ 
Effective Date: ~ !ptJtil 
Non•Payroll CompenHtfn ~ 
Type 

s 
s 
s 
s ,LfS G.1747 

Total through Payroll s ~ Total Non-Payroll 

·-----
•·-----
·-----
··-----
··------I 

Comments. _____________________________ _;,_ ______ __ 

Birth Data. _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ oc __ sw __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone _______ _ Wori< Phone. ________ _ Handicap: Vea. _____ No. ____ _ 

MalllngAddraas ____________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Coda 

Dental Insurance: Vas_ No_ Name of Dental Plan _____________________ _ 

Pa·yroll Direct Deposit: Vas_ No_Forms attached: Vas_ No_Fedaral/Stata Taxes: Vas_ No_· _ Fonna attached: Vas_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Vas. __ No __ Amount par year$. ____________ _ 

TRANSFERS- EFFECTIVE DATE------------------

Transfer From-------------....,....---
Name Parish #, School #, or Agency # 

Transfer From--------.,.._-.,.-----
Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

Transfer From---------------
Location 

Termlnati.on/Resignation/Date. _________ _ 

To __ ,,,_ ______________ ...,.... ______ _ 

Personnel Services - Interim Salary # 
To __________________________ _ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency # 

To·----------.,.--------------
Locatlon Reason. _____________ _ 

Department Director/Date Director, Human Resources/Date 

~ :Z-;?.../ arr 
Dif9 or, Personnel Services/Date 

Gold: Banefltt Vallow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Ortglnal: Payroll 
Rev. 6104 

AOC 011803 



Dat12/2008)ShawnteJenkins-Cal~ottJenkins_m~e_m_o_r_e_vi_se_d_.d_o_c~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-P_a~g_e_1~~ 

. . - . 
... 

~_,/ ;!·"'·-
.. 7.. ••• ·\.. • 

. r(~r !;,:. 

(8:' 12/2003) 

'J 
~ 

Y.~ !s..: 

,/ 

Memo 
To: Fr. John Calicott 

From: Shawnte Jenkins 

CC: file 

Date: 8/12/2008 

Re: Travel request 

Archdiocese of 
Chicago 

I am in receipt of your travel request. However, the information on the form is too difficult to make out to 
complete the verification. Please resubmit. I would suggest writing larger and/or printing in block letters 
as this may transmit more clear when sending the document by fax. 

AOC 011804 



TRAVEL REQUEST FORM 
NOTE: This fonn must be submitted to Compliance Supervisor three weeks prior to 

planned departure. Traveling cleric to attach itinerary to travel request. 

In the event of an emergeney9 cleric must contact Compliance Supervisor, Sbawote Jenkins, 
pfitJr to aoy umebeduled departure at Jl:J-:Z37-l606 (cell p:b.one). 

Jolm Calicott [Name of traveling cleric] is requesting pennission to travel 

to 
-----~ 

[destination address 

and cont.act phone number] from 30.08.08 [departure date] th.rough 31.08.08 

(return date] for the purposes of assisting family [reason for the trip i.e. vacation, 

retreat] by means of. _____ s_uv ______ [mode of transportation]. The 

traveling cleric will be chaperoned by _si_ste_r __ (ne.me of chaperone 

wid relationship to cleric]. The Compliance Supervisor may contact the chaperone at the 

following phone number prior to departure---· 

The identified cha}'erone is aware of the traveling cleric's restrictions and 

has accepted the responsibility of verifying the locetion and activities of the traveling 

cleric during the aforementioned time frame, as well as assuring that the traveling cleric 

will be spending the identified ovemights in the same residence as him/her. Identified 

i;:haperone also accepts the responsibility of intervening in any observed inappropriate 

b~havior with minors and reporting to Compliance Supervisor. 

1. Contacts with minots by the traveling cleric must be in the pres~ce of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations incompatible with a priestly 

lifestyle are to be avoided and reported to Compliance Supervisor. 

2. The identified chaperone may be BSked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

traveling cleric over the aforementioned time period oftra.vel. 

3. As previously noted, the date ofretum to the traveling cleric's residence has been 

scheduled for 31.08.08 [aforementioned return date]. However, due to 

weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In the 

l 'd 6L9£ '0 N V'JdLl:9 800L ·vt·2nv 
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event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be changed, please contact the 

Compliance Supervisor at 312.867.2595 (office) or 312.237.1606 (cell phone). 

Authorization for Travel 

Approved __ 1/ __ 
• • _ -' • Uf '- 1 n regarding verifications: . .,..· __ {!_-=:--S_' ----==''""'.+-.......... 

11 - " I o Ct.: C/.'0 Sa/11,,, 
('01-~ 'v=11U' oi :/n;,p ( fl b nc:i n 1v:f ha~ tJ c. (<{fie{ -lo w ·-f- c<s 

If denied, reason for denial of travel request: --------~------

CompliBllce Supervisor Signature: .f-11£r,IJ,~,~ Date: 11/1s /oa 

A copy ot tllls document wlll be provided to the cleric. The orizinal wUI be placed in the cleric's file 
tn tbe Office for the Protection of Children and Youns People and a copy will be placed in the cleric's 
file ln the Vicar for Priests' OMce. 

Revised 6/1.2/08 

ili!;;m;;;iiiiiiii ... ~ 'diiiiiiiiii6L9£ ·oN-iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii .... asnoH paJp~ Pl!JtS ['eLI!PH:J~d£l:9 -BOO~ ·vl ·~nv-
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CLERGY DAILY LOG· 
Participarits in the Archdiocesan program of Prayer and Penance are required to keep a "log" of daily activities. The 
log is completed daily each time you leave and return to the residence and is available at all times for verification of . 
whereabouts. Please complete prior to your departure. 

Log out time 

Revised 6.12.08 

Today's Date 25": 128; a8 

Destination(s) Times at 
destination(s) 

Address·and telephone 
number of destination 

and/or chaperone 
Log in time 

____________ Date: _______ _ 

Date Revfew q \ tl \ CJK . · . 
Compliance Supervisor: ~ J'.---= 
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CLERGY DAILY LOG 
Participarits in the Archdiocesan program of Prayer and Penance are required to keep a "log" of daily activities. The 
log is completed daily each time you leave and return to the residence and is available at all times for verification of 
whereabouts. Please complete prior to your departure. 

Log out time 

/{ /rff 

Revised 6.12.08 

Today's Date :Z6 . aA. d S 

Destination(s) 

( 

Times at 
destination(s) 

Address and telephone 
number of destination 

and/or chaperone 
Log in time 

CSRH (Recei Date: --------

Date Review . Q } Y [ 0 2' . 
Compliance Supervisor: ~Ci&= 
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CLERGY DAILY LOG 
Participarits in the Archdiocesan program of Prayer and Penance are required to keep a "log" of daily activities. The 
log is completed daily each time you leave and return to the residence and is available at all times for verification of 
whereabouts. Please complete p~ior to your departure. 

Log out time 

Revised 6.12.08 

Today's Date .zl 128 , "8 

. Destination(s) Times at 
destination(s) 

Address and telephone 
number of destination 

and/or chaperone 
Log in time 

): Date:--------

Date Review : __ C1"-"-l-~_l_o~[.__ ___ -=----

Compliance Supervisor ~d}_, ~~ 
•/ 
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CLERGY DAILY LOG 
0 

Participarits in the Archdiocesan program of Prayer and Penance are required to keep a "log" of daily activities. The 
log is completed daily each time you leave and return to the residence and is available at all times for verification of 
whereabouts. Please complete prior to your departure. 

Log out time Destination(s) 

J{ 

/{ 

CSRH (Recei 

Date Review 

Revised 6.12.08 

Times at 
destination(s) 

Today's Date 2f. t>B . 08 

Address and telephone 
number of destination · 

and/or chaperone 
Log in time 

' 

l/f 
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CLERGY DAILY LOG 
Participarits in the Archdiocesan program of Prayer and Penance are required to keep a "log" of daily activities. The 
log is completed daily each time you leave and return to the residence and is available at all times for verification of 
whereabouts. Please complete prior to your departure .. 

Log out time 

Revised 6.12.08 

Today's Date ~P. og 08 · 

Destination(s) Times at 
destination(s) 

C~ S JIU:. IL 

c. ~'>ti.I( 

Address·and telephone 
number of destination 

and/or chaperone 
Log in time 

CSRH (Recei ): Date: _______ _ 

Date Review q) t\ I ()g 

Compliance S~pervisor: ~vk[\/'~ .. J/-
/ . ~ . 
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. CLERGY DAILY LOG 
Participarits in the Archdiocesan program of Prayer and Penance are required to keep a "log" of daily activities. The 
log is completed daily each time you leave and return to the residence and is available at all times for verification of 
whereabouts. Please comple.te prior to your departure. 

Today's Date 3D. t'f, . C8 

Address and telephone 
Log out time Destination(s) Times at number of destination Log in time . 

destination(s) and/or chaperone 

3:50{f 2l••Vus~ 
oF 

i. re-zo ?vr tZ. Ifs: s IA.Hf.UC. l.. ~ 8:1-pp 
st-- Uta• l\S 

I{ 

CSRH (Recei ): Date: --------

Date Review q I ti l 0?5 

Revised 6..12.08 

Compliance Supervisor: ~-b._oM.i---
~ ·~ 

AOC 011812 



Memo 
To: Revs. Ray, Keehan and Calicott 

From: Richard F. Hudzik 

CC: Shawnte Jenkins 

Date: September 8, 2008 

Re: Individual Specific Protocol interviews 

Fathers: 

Cardinal Stritch 
Retreat House 

Give or take a bit for traffic, Jim Ray will be at 9:00 or 

9:-15 AM on Wednesday and Jack Keehan at 9 or 9:15 on 
Thursday. John Calicott will be at 1 :00 PM on 

Wednesday. 

Given the other uses of the house this week, it looks as if 
we will have to do this in the Meditation Room in Stritch
Room 303. 

AOC011813 



APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

JENKINS: 

APPLEWHITE: 

JENKINS: 

CALICOTT: 

JENKINS: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTI: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

Calicott Interview 

Monica Applewhite and it's September 10th, and we're here with 
Father Calicott. Could you start by saying and spelling your name? 

John Calicott. C-A-L-1-C-O-T-T. 

You know I've seen your name misspelled I think more times. It's 
amazing. 

Yeah I know. 

And Shawnte Jenkins is also here. 

Shawnte Jenkins. S-H-A-W-N-T-E. 

RECEIVED 

rocr ® @ 2ooa 
ARCHDIDCES~ Uf CHICAGO 
DFF/CE FDR CHlfo ABUSE 

INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW 

His name has only been misspelled a few more times than yours. 

Right. 

Yours is spelled like it is said. Shawnte. 

No one would ever get it. 

They always want to put a 'tay' at the end. 

Okay. 

Well let's just start with general background. Were you raised in 
the Catholic church? 

Okay I was born Baptist from Mississippi. My parents and 
grandparents were the good ole bible thumping Southern Baptists. 
We came up during the migration of blacks up here. My father 
came up looking for a job. He had gone to WWII and he couldn't 
deal with the racism in the south and sharecropping situation. So 
he came up here to basically get a job. He was promised a job in 
Milwaukee by his brother and the job wasn't there so he came to 
Chicago and got a job. 

My mother, being a dutiful wife, followed him and brought us up 
here. We always joke that she never liked up there cause every 
time we moved it was farther south. We moved a lot until finally 
she relocated back to Mississippi and she sent us south every 
summer. We'd get out of school and it was to Mississippi. So I tell 
people I'm the only priest I think who's slopped hogs, plowed 
behind mules, everything. We did the whole farming thing. 
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I feel pretty confident you might be right about that. 

Yeah. We've done the whole nine farming yards, but she was 
always a stickler for education. Always a stickler, so when the 
public schools ... they were overly crowded in the African American 
community so they started what was caused a shift ... they would 
have two shifts ... some go in the morning and some go in the 
afternoon and my mom didn't like that at all so she put us in 
Catholic school and I remember when she came down to get us 
from Mississippi and she said, I just. .. put us all together on the 
porch and everything and I want you know I have put you in 
Catholic schools. We're like Mom, those nuns beat those kids. 
She said, I know, okay. 

And don't you forget it. 

Right, right, don't you forget it and she put us in and I really 
admired one of the nuns, Sister Julinder and that's how I wound up 
becoming Catholic. We went to the Catholic services and 
everything like that. Sister Julinder was just a saint I thought and I 
was the first one to become Catholic. I wanted to be like Sister 
Julinder so I went up to Father Howard Tuite who is still my friend 

and I remember I told him I wanted to be a 
priest. And he says, but you're not Catholic and I said so. I had no 
idea. So and that's all the whole ... then I became Catholic and then 
the rest of the family converted. 

My mom was the last to controvert cause she said she wanted to 
make sure cause she said if I become Catholic, I want to make sure 
that this is what I wanted to do and so that's how I came into the 
Catholic church. 

So several of your siblings also converted. 

Yes. 

How many siblings do you have? 

And one 
brother who was baptized Catholic has now jumped back Baptist. 
He's a Baptist preacher down in Mississippi. 

What's his name? 

- So my mom says she's covered on both fronts. 
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Just in case. 

Yeah right. 

Howard Tuite. That name sounds familiar. 

Yeah he's my friend and you will see cause I 
go out with him to plays and things like that. 

And he's the one who originally went to. You knew him years and 
years ago? 

Yeah I knew way back. He and Sister Julinder were the two that 
really inspired me toward priesthood and we've been in touch since 
I was a little kid. 

That's really amazing. That's a very long-term involvement. 

Oh yea right. 

Is he a diocesan priest? 

He's a diocesan priest. He's retired now. We call him the walking 
priest. He never learned to drive. He still. .. he's almost 80 and he's 
just now given up his chaplain seat at the old Provident Hospital 
because he has the street people that he constantly works with. 
He's that type of priest, deeply engaged and just a fine wholly 
spiritual man. 

Okay. And it's Tuit? 

T-U-1-T-E. 

TE, okay. And so did you enter the seminary in high school? 

In high school, right. 

Which seminary? 

Quigley South. 

Quigley South okay. 

Yeah right cause they baptize and confirm and went into Quigley. 
wanted to become a Franciscan. I almost became a Franciscan, 
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but Howard was the one who convinced me to go with the diocesan 
and the priesthood cause we need black priests in the city. 

Okay. 

And so that's how I wound up there. 

Okay. Then you went into college and you had decided ... were you 
pretty sure that you wanted to become a priest? 

No, I didn't really make up my mind until I entered the major 
seminary. That's when I began to really sort of focus on this is 
what I believe God is calling me to. Until then it was like just for me 
anyway it was well maybe yes, maybe no, but I'm open to the idea. 

Did ... what year did you enter the seminary? 

That would have been 66, I believe it was. 

And what was it like in the major seminary back then in 1966? 

Oh the major seminary. No, I entered the major seminary in 70. 

70. Oh you went into high school. So in 1970, what was the major 
seminary like? 

It was major seminary. It was open. I liked the country, I like being 
in the country cause of my background from Mississippi and 
everything like that, prayerful and you had some people who were 
just wild, but I mean that was sort of ... it was the time of the open 
seminary type thing. 

I've heard a lot of stories about that era. 

Yeah. 

Are you still comfortable in Mississippi? You visit Mississippi. 

OH yeah, yeah, I love ... that's my home and I've always ... if all of 
this hadn't happened I had intended to when I got to about my age 
now to ask the Cardinal to let me incardinate in Mississippi down 
there and take a little small parish or something. You know I love 
the country. Your energy level is not what it once was. 

Okay. And your first few assignments. What year were you 
ordained? 
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74. 

74 and you were assigned to what parish? 

I was assigned to ... the first parish was St. Albies. I was there for 
six years. Then I was assigned to Holy Name of Mary and I was 
there for ten years. 

How did you like St. Albies? 

Oh I loved that. I loved ministry. I thought it was great. Yeah, I 
loved it. 

You loved it from the beginning. 

Yeah and I had ... I would say initially because I had a great first 
pastor <inaudible 08:29> ... we called him Chizi and he was the man 
who just really sort of introduced me to ministry and took the young 
associates sort of by the hand and led them and everything like and 
he had a resident there, Art Kruger, who was just a highly intelligent 
very very good priest. And I think in a sense they sort of prepared 
me for pastoric that I was going. 

I remember something Kruger said, Ah Calicott, one day you're 
going to be a pastor. One thing you must remember when you are 
a pastor is that if you drop dead all of the people are going to ask 
us who's the new pastor. That kind of wisdom I really enjoyed and 
loved. And so I left Albies because I didn't get along with the pastor 
that followed him, Cahill. He and I just didn't hit it off well and I just 
felt basically why I loved the people and I loved the ministry there, 
the type of negative energy just wasn't worth it. 

That started to work against your ministry after awhile. I think for 
both of us. So that's why I asked for an assignment, another 
assignment. 

And then you went to? 

Holy Name of Mary. 

Oh, okay. 

So that was at St. Albies where you left because you didn't get 
along with the pastor. That was St. Albies. 
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Right, right. 

Now Holy Name of Mary, you were there for a long time? \l~pf 
Right, much longer than normal primarily because Tony~· he 
was the pastor and I mean we were just a very good team. And we 
worked very very well in the community and ... 

Tony@as here for a while right. 

Right. As a matter of fact, he's at a nursing home now. And we 
were just. .. because we were big into evangelization, big into 
ecumenism, big into trying to build the community around so 
we ... they told me people couldn't live with him which surprised 
because I didn't have any ... I mean he has ways, but we got along 
fine. So that's why I would up ten years there. 

This is primarily a African-American parish, Holy Name of Mary? 

Both are. 

Oh St. Albies is too. 

I work only in the African-American community basically. 

I'm sorry ... why was Tonehere? 

He had accusations against him. 

Oh okay. Is he still in the priesthood? 

Well he's still withdrawn from ministry; he just lives in the nursing 
home instead of here. 

Oh okay. Do you ever see him or visit him? 

Oh yeah I see him fairly regularly because I have his power of 
attorney and everything so yeah. 

Oh I didn't know that. 

Yeah I see him and he's a friend. 

Okay. And I think as far as looking at the materials and the 
information in the file that there was a period of time that you've 
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said and you've acknowledged that you had some issues. When 
did that start? 

Okay, what the issues were that these guys said that I performed 
oral sex on them or got involved with them sexually when they were 
at St. Albies I think it was like in 74 or 75 or something like that. 

Okay, right at the beginning of your ministry. 

Right, right. Which quite honestly it's a very confusing thing. So at 
the time that the issue was, "was I a risk to children" or something 
like that. So, I'm the type of person that if you're going to do 
something, do it right. I certainly don't remember doing anything 
like that to be honest okay so I don't know where this stuff was 
coming from, but I did tell Pat O'Malley at the time I'll go to the best 
place to see and that was Patrick of Holy Angels at the time. I had 
been moved from Holy Name of Mary. I told him let's go to the best 
place 

so I really came back 
figuring maybe I did something to these people and just didn't 
remember something until I went down there and my lawyer 
wouldn't let me go by myself which is one of the big things in the 
tribunal. I don't know how much ... is this public forum? How much 
of this ... 

This that we're talking about? 

Yeah. 

It's definitely external forum. You can't say something to us and 
say don't say anything. We can't do that. So I mean ... we want you 
to tell us and we want you to be honest with us, but it's not like you 
can tell us something and we can keep that to ourselves. That's 
not possible. 
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Well maybe I can say it. I'm just going to say cause this maybe sort 
of put it. .. we went down to one of the guys, I knew where he was, 
- and I said I don't remember doing anything to you guys and 
I'm so glad my lawyer was with me cause he said I know because 
you didn't. I'm like ... he said that's why I called down and told them 
to take my name off the whole thing, that there was only one 
person accusing you, etc etc etc which is one of the things about 
this going to the tribunal cause my lawyer, I mean I was just 
flabbergasted. 

And that was your canon lawyer or your civil lawyer? 

My civil lawyer. Yeah he went down there with me. And he just 
said, I don't want you down there by yourself. And then he wrote a 
letter to the tribunal verifying this. So I contacted - cause 
now, of course, I'm mad. I mean I'm like you put me through all this 
kind of stuff ... and - they ascertained you're not a risk, 
there' s no reason you shouldn't be working with children and 
actually in about three months they wanted to let me go and usually 
they keep people for six months, but the tribunal board ... 

I mean not the board, but the review board, which is a child 
advocacy board, they want to hear it and I felt like I was a pawn 
okay so I wanted to track down the other guy and they told me ...• 

To track down people. 

Yeah, to just leave it alone and just deal with the issues you have 
and so I left it alone until the tribunal and part of the tribunal thing 
that's going on is I presented and I didn't know he had done this. I 
had heard rumors that he had come down to the parish and he had 
spoken to people and said nothing had happened. I had heard 
those rumors. 

That-had done this. 

-
I'm confused on the timeline. Is this something more recent in your 
appeal or is this back in the 90s? 

No, this was way back then but in the 90s ... see what happened 
was because they said it's . In other words, I went 
to .. after I got out of because I. .. 
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You wanted to talk to him. 

Yeah about what is going on and that's when he said that all thing 
that nothing happened and everything which <inaudible 17: 1 O>. I 
did track down - at the time, but when the tribunal because 
the whole issue at that time was risk, whether you're a risk. There's 
nothing about a civil thing. So I just and I was told to leave it alone, 
get back to the parish and that's what I did. 

Okay. 

I got back in the parish and I left it alone. Well now with the tribunal 
what I did was I talked to Bob Miller who had come and he had 
spoken with people ... there was a reporter that he spoke to also and 
he said nothing happened okay. So this time I got all these 
notarized letters from people that he had spoken to, as well as a 
videotape of the reporter saying she has spoken to him and he said 
nothing happened. 

This is not •• but-

-· So now both of these guys and I'm like what is going on? 
So that's part of the reason this whole thing was in limbo because I 
don't even know what happened. 

Did the third person who came forward ever retract? 

No he didn't. No he never said as far as I know. I don't know what 
the whole thing. I know that all three of them were friends. And I 
also know that-is an alcoholic and if anyone that I might need 
an apology to, it might be him, but I think he's messed up because 
what happened was cause I recall that event cause I mean it 
started with both of us cause in those days people were 
homophobic basically and I have a tendency when I'm sleeping in 
bed to throw my arm over the side of the bed. 

Okay ... he was on the floor. He was not in the bed and when I did 
that I remember waking up and it startled both of us cause my 
hands were definitely closer than they should have been to who 
knows what so I said maybe, I don't know, but that was just that. 
But I just think the three of them ... I really believe that's what's 
happening ... I really believe ... you see that's part of the problem ... 

I can't even go any farther there without involving things they did as 
kids okay and also disinterested third parties, but that's sort of the 

Page 9 of34 

AOC 011822 



JENKINS: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOIT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

Calicott Interview 

problem that I'm faced with. I could do it in a tribunal cause typical 
secrecy and all that kind of stuff, but -said when I came 
back, - said they thought he had significant problems 
cause he also kept calling up there and they got a chance 
apparently to talk to him and everything. 

This would be -· 

-yeah right. You see the big thing seemed to be involved 
because he made the initial allegations and everything like that. 
And then he said then said no, nothing, don't. .. next thing I 
know suddenly there's brought in. Started out with just 
something that was supposed to have happened in a tent or 
something like that. I don't even sleep in tents with scouts. I've 
never done that. 

I've absolutely forbidden that. I don't let my assistant scoutmasters 
do that. And then it was supposed to have been something that 
we_nj~_for-~ year then two years and the last I heard from 

,. Casarowski was it was supposed to have been the entire time I was 
LaLSLAlbies' and then suddenly there's group sex and something 

and I mean it's just, but the long and short of it for me is I don't 
know what in blazes is going on with that whole thing. What I know 
is the only contact I remember is and I think he was trying to work 
out some issues that he had as a kid and I woke up with him trying 
to do oral sex on me. He was about 12 years old. 

I have just never been into ... I mean I went to great lengths to 
show ... and the wanted to et me back. 

Yeah because they said ... - said we need something 
concrete to show that you're not a risk to children. I'm attracted to 
women, I'm not attracted to males period. That's the big curveball 
so all I can do is ... 

I'm attracted to females. 

Okay. 

I'm not attracted to males. 
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Okay. 

So I knew that. I felt that. I mean you've got to deal with your own 
feelings which is another thing that it's a curveball in this whole 
thing. 

Is that someone knocking. Oh, I'm sorry. 

We should probably go on to start talking about - there was 
another issue in there. Was there alcoholism? 
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Right, I went to his place and he was another one who just said, 
there is nothing wrong. So the ironic thing is that 
• I have a tendency to be overly protective towards children, not 
the other way around. Then alcoholism. I'm a teetotaler practically. 
I don't drink. There are members of my family that don't know I 
drink at all, so I don't know where all this stuff is coming from, so I 
just never had that issue. 

So you never had a treatment for alcoholism? 

No. I've never been treated for alcoholism. That was never-

When you say, I'm not sure, I guess when I was listening to you 
say, I'm not exactly sure what happened, this was a very confusing 
situation, I thought that there might be alcohol involved in that 
situation. 

No, no alcohol really. I mean, I drink, but it was not anything about 
being drunk or anything like that. I still drink, but like I said, it's just 
not a big -

Were you aware that some of the allegations included that there 
was alcohol provided? 

I didn't know that. See, that is one of the things, see I do not 
provide alcohol because I just don't drink that much and I would 
never give alcohol to kids anyway, but which is another confusing 
thing in this whole thing. I just would not have done that. So it's 
confusing to me, I'm going to honest, it's just totally confusing to 
me. 

You mentioned that your attraction is primarily to adult females and 
that there was a relationship that was a long-term relationship. Is 
that still a relationship or is that still part of your life? 

No, unfortunately. I had to make a decision whether or not to go on 
~od and I didn't feel - her name was -· -
-· and I just did not feel it was fair to her to not let her go 
on, it just would not be fair, so I just informed her of that and it was 
a difficult thing to do, one of the most difficult things - I'm in love 
with her, I'm still in love with her, I'll tell anybody that. 

I read that. Did she get married? 

I don't know, she just disappeared. 
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Was she in Mississippi? 

No, she was her in Marcum and I went out to her house and she 
was gone. 

How long ago was that? 

That would have been - I was at Alby's, so that would in the 70s. 

I thought that that was still a relationship now. 

Oh no. See a lot of stuff in the files is just not right. 

Maybe they got that was how you just said you were still in love 
with her now, even in the 90s when you did the interviews, you 
would have said that and made them think it was current. 

That's why I like the idea of getting transcripts because see, 
initially, part of the thing with the whole part of the confusing thing 
was the allegations period. What makes it more confusing is they 
didn't do it like this and they would take notes, and I mean they got 
dates messed up, they got names messed up, they have events 
juxtaposed, it is just a mess. So I'm getting the feeling, because I 
was looking like I gave kids drinks - I don't give kids drinks, but I 
don't know if Steve gathered right or, it's that type of thing, but what 
I meant was I fell in love with her and I'm glad she's gone because 
I'm not going to promise anybody, I may love her again, I'm going 
to say that. 

Are you involved with any intimate relationships then? 

No. 

Any sexual relationships? 

No. Haven't been since- to be honest. 

And that was back in the 70s. The other thing I want to clarify that 
was hard to decipher a little bit in the file was what happened as far 
as you were in ministry and they pulled you out and they pulled you 
out and you went back, I mean there was a little bit - so the 
allegation came forward in 92? 

I'm really going to try to cause part of the tribunal things because I 
think it is so complex that people are having a hard time with the 
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time li~Y.Llthink the allegations would have been early 90s and 
JoerBlJrnim~~ulled me which was, you know, part of the process 
andl-agre-ea to it. I said, I believe that parishioners have a right to 
know whether or not I'm a risk to children. 

because that's the way I am, okay? And then the battle came after 
- determined, look, there is nothing wrong with the guy, 
put the guy back to ministry and he's not a risk to kids, etc. The 
problem was the review board at the time, they were just 
recalcitrant, they were sort of a child advocacy_ roup and they just 
refused to budge and at the same time , .--::rniman didn't feel he 
could go over them without looking bad. 

The thing is Chicago was sort of ahead of the curve, we had a 
process already that was there. And that the people who were real 
problems, we had gotten rid of. I mean ther?~~-uy who was 
up here with me when up here initia~Y,(Efurnima told him, he 
told him, he said . rniman said he's not-gcin- o put me back 
because he can't tr e. 

That was the way he approached things, so we went through this 
whole thing of trying to get me back and again it was comprise in 
language and this and everything and that's the big problem with 
the tribunal because it's looking like I ~thing when I didn't 
because the whole thing was legally, ~an wouldn't never let 
me say I did something like that because he was with me all the 
way through as a civil attorney. 

All I said was something happened basically that should not have 
happened and I take responsibility for it which I was thinking of 
basically I got him into Quigley and they got involved, that was my 
fault okay? Because we were trying to say things and at the same 
time I was unwilling to say things that were -

To implicate other people-? 

Not just implicate other people, but I wasn't going to say I did 
something that I didn't know I did. 

I think I just got confused. You were saying you acknowledged, 
you took responsibility for getting into Quigley? 
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I got him into Quigley and they wanted him involved in the sex 
groups in Quigley. That, I felt, I could take responsibility for 
because I had to say something, basically. 

So you feel like you indirectly -

Because I didn't know what was going on over there. So I could 
say that, but that was about as far as I was going to go. So then, 
they asked the board -

This is a little convoluted -was this when you acknowledged that 
something had been wrong and you thought it was getting them 
into Quigley? Are you saying that you had some insight and then 
later discovered or began to believe that you didn't do anything.? 
Was this after that period or was it during that period when you 
feeling like something may have happened because of -
~ I'm confused. 

No, this - I got them into Quigley near the end of my stay at Alby's. 
All of this happened, should have happened when I was being put 
back at Holy Angels, so that was years later. 

because the whole process was so long trying to get me 
back in. And we were trying to find a language because the idea 
was basically if we could give the review board something so they 
would not have egg on their face, maybe what we could do is get 
them to agree. 1,." 

~r/J(.,,'0--

So To~wound up asking them what-will it take to get 
Calicott~a:c-k?-;Which I respect, I love E(u';niman)for this because 
instead of just giving me a desk job, w'nicnhe could have done, he 
ended up trusting me to try to put me back to a parish. I love that 
man to death. 

And that's when they came with this whole list of things, which I 
understand was a lot worse even that it is now before they pared it 
down, and all that kind of stuff, you've got to have a monitor, you 
can't be around kids, you've got to report this, report that, because 
that's what the board - the proverbial camel is a horse put together 
by a committee-type thing, that's basically what it was. 
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So with all of that and the covenant and me, I was able to stand up 
in the parish to say before the parish, because I was not the type of 
person who wouldn't stand up in front of the parish and said I made 
a mistake. I could get up there and say that something happened 
that shouldn't have happened and I take responsibility for it and just 
put me back in the parish with the conditions that you have a 
monitor, you report your activities, etc., and so forth and everything. 
And I was in a parish and I was happy and I just went on. 

Until 2002. 

Until Dallas. Then when Dallas came along, all of a sudden we 
were told you've got to leave the parish and we were told that 
although it was a greatly flawed document, it would only be a short 
time because you're back, etc., and all the canonical things, it was 
canonically confusing. So I wasn't sure, do I stay up here? Go 
back to the parish and then come back up here, but that's how the 
whole thing started, so that's I ended back up here after Dallas. 

We're kind of up to the present as far as this new phase since 
Dallas. I want to talk about your life today and what happens, 
where you go, who you spend time with and things of that nature. 
Do you want to take a break before we do that? Let me know if you 
need to take a break. Tell me about a typical day. 

Typically I get up and say my prayers, read the paper, do a little 
work on my genealogy. I'm big into genealogy, so I enjoy that. 
Make a few phone calls, read some books and that's about it, do a 
little shopping. 

Where do you shop? 

Okay, I usually go to Dominick's for food and stuff like that. I'll go to 
a little place called Countryside Market. I'll go out there for like 
vegetables and stuff like that, sometimes gas and things like that. 
There is a mall over there, I go over there every now and then if I 
have to get clothes. 

You go to the Chop Shop Barber Shop. 

The Chop Shop Barber Shop. I've been going there for years, 
that's where they call me "Rev." 

That's not around here, is it? 
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Chicago Heights. Actually a lot of my shopping and stuff, my 
personal stuff I'll do in Chicago Heights because I was from the 
south side. My mom lived in Chicago Heights; my brother now lives 
in the house that my mom lived in before she moved south, so I do 
a lot of stuff while I'm out over there. I'll go see Tony Vader 
sometime at Holy Family. But other than that, I eat at Egg & I 
Restaurant sometime. 

The what? 

Egg & I. 

What's the I for? 

Egg & I. 

Any other favorite restaurants around here? 

That's on the south side too. I don't go out to a lot of restaurants. 
don't know a lot of restaurants around here. I don't have the money 
to go out, so I'm not inclined to go out to restaurants, I usually eat 
here. 

Do you visit family? 

Usually I will visit, certainly on the holidays, I will visit my brother in 
the Heights. 

What's your brother's name? 

-
Is he married? 

Yes. 

And his wife's name? 

-we call her-

And do they children? 

Oh yes. 

And do their children have children? 
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Yes. 

Can you tell us about their children and their children's children. 

They're all grown. Their children are all grown. 

How many do they have? 

Which of 
those are married with children? 

I don't think any of them are married here, but they have children. 
-has kids. 

How old are they? 

I guess they would be like in the mid to late teens, somewhere in 
there. · 

How many does he have? 

- has two. Let me give you a picture. I'll give you a broad 
stroke. I call my nephews and nieces "nephew" and "niece" 
because there's so many, I just don't, I can remember my 
immediate like nephews and nieces, but when it comes to my great 
nephews and nieces and what happens is, in the black community 
one thing is, my brother - has this open house thing. 
Everybody in the neighborhood calls me Uncle Jack, so I don't 
know most of these people, so I just come in and I say, hello 
nephew, hello niece, and just go on basically. So that's where the 
confusion is. 

A boy. I think that's about it. 

Where is this household? 

Chicago Heights. 

All of them live in Chicago Heights. 
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Do you ever go to -s house or-house or do you see 
them at your brother's house? 

I see them at my brother's house; I've never been at their homes. 

You haven't been in their homes. 

I just see them - I'll go out there usually on holidays, I don't usually 
go out other times, I will, if there is a special need to go out there 
for some reason or something like that, but usually I go out on 
Labor Day or 4th of July. I try to spend one of the big holidays up 
here, like Thanksgiving up here and Christmas down there, or 
Christmas down there and Thanksgiving up here, that's how I try 
and do it. 

Do you have any other siblings that live in the area? 

I have -· my sister, and she lives in Hyde Park right now. 
She's looking to move, but right now she lives in Hyde Park. 

And does she have children? 

Yes, she has three. My baby sister. 

And who are her children? 

Are they adults? 

Does - have children? 

No. 

Does-

No. 
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This is a totally different family than your brother's. Is -
married. 

Yes, she's going through a lovely divorce right now. 

Well, that's hard. -s out in California, he's also an adult? 

Right. He's an accountant. 

Any of your other sibling? 

The others are down South. 

In Mississippi? 

In Mississippi, right. 

So there's three more and they're all in Mississippi. 

There's-. 

Is he married? 

Yes. - is his wife. 

You should know this all by heart now if you do the genealogy, 
right? 

I do the genealogy but see. 

He's got a bunch of boxes that say niece and nephew. 

I told - and see what happens even in genealogy now, 
because if they don't get married and stuff like that and so forth, it is 
so complex and convoluted, I told -would you give me a list, 
which he still has to put together, of my nephews and nieces and 
great nephews and nieces because I really don't know and there 
maybe some great-greats in there. I don't know, at this point. 

Okay, is married to - You mentioned genealogy 
because it makes me think if so and so is married to so and so, 
they begot so and so - and a dotted line instead of a straight line. 

Actually in genealogy programs now they actually recognize that as 
a problem because they have friend of - instead of husband - or 
there's another term they use, mate or partner, things like that now. 
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Okay, -and -have children? 

All adults? Do any of them have children? 

How old are-children? 

I would say about 5 or 6. 

And~ 

About 2 or 3, I think? 

Are they boys or girls? 

I think -has two boys, and - I think a little girl. 

And you second sibling who is in Mississippi? 

-
Is her last name Calicott? 

Calicott, right. She was married, but it didn't work out. 

So she's a Calicott again. Does she have children? 

No, she has no children. 

And your third sibling? 

-
Is he married? 

No, he didn't marry. 

Does he have children? 

He has a daughter and her name is -

Page 21 of34 

AOC 011834 



APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTI: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTI: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

Calicott Interview 

Does she have children? 

I think she does, but I haven't seen her in so long, I think she's out 
in Massachusetts, she's way out East somewhere. 

She's not living in Mississippi? When you go to visit in Mississippi, 
is your mother still living? 

Yes. 

May I ask how old she is? 

She'll be 80 in December, we're trying to decide if we want to do 
something special for her, so we're trying to decide on what. 

Does anyone live with your mother? 

No. 

Where does she live? 

She lives in the family home down there. We are presently trying to 
- because the doctor feels that she's just sort of at the point where 
she shouldn't be living alone. 

It gets hard to make meals and keep up with nutrition. 

Hard to make meals and then it's a farm and her brother and sister 
live right down the hill, but we're worried about her falling and just 
being at that point and she has, they say, mild to moderate 
Alzheimer's. It's not bad at all, she still works the computer and 
everything the doctor said, but so -

I bet she didn't like that idea very much. 

You don't know my mother, no, but she's always been - I told her 
I'm not worried because as long as she's working the computer and 
she's reading and so forth and everything, the doctor says they 
notice very little of the build up on the brain. 

Dementia. She's staying at the house, she doesn't walk out or 
anything? 

She stays at the house and we got that emergency thing if she falls, 
she can push a button, but my sister is going to down with me when 
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I go down and- she's thinking about whether she's going to 
relocate down there. 

-
Or bring mom up here or what. 

When you go to Mississippi, where do you stay? 

We usually stay between either my brother's house or my mom's 
house, depends. 

Brother -or brother~ 

Are there ever kids who spend the night when you're there? 

No, they are usually with their families. 

Do the kids that are there, - or~ kids, do they stay with -and-
Sometimes, I think, sometimes they do. 

When you're in town? 

When I'm in town, usually they're gone. And most of the time, I'm 
over at mom's house anyway. I spend some time up there is 
- says we want to go fishing somewhere tomorrow early or 
something like that, but other than that. 

So in terms of your lifestyle, whether you stay at - house or 
your mother's house, is that important to you? 

It's important to me right now, all I do now is basically is I take two 
vacations, and I'll explain why, but I go down usually in the fall and 
in the spring and it is important to stay with my mom now because 
what I do I do stuff around the farm and the house and chop back 
the weeds, fix things in the house, things that break, get her 
computer back up right, I do the hands' on stuff to keep things sort 
of - and then staying there gives me an opportunity to see her 
health condition. 

Observe her directly. 
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It's not a matter - because like - will come by usually maybe 
once a day or something like that and - could come in and 
out, but it's just when you're there, you begin to see, like I know 
she's not eating right, and then - I mean, I do -

Just in terms if we were to say that staying with your mother is a 
better situation than staying at-. would that be problematic to 
you or is that something that makes a difference to you? 

That's not a problem for me. 

Tell us about the two vacations a year. What were you going to say 
about that? 

See, I don't go anywhere else because I really disagree with the 
system and really, I have a friend of mine, , we 
went camping and it was near the end of the trip, he confided to me 
that he really felt it was demeaning that he was asked to keep an 
eye on me. And as I thought about it, I said, you know, I would feel 
the same way. So as long as my mom is alive, I'm going to make 
those two trips, but other than that, I'll just stay here. 

He felt it was demeaning to him or to you? 

Both. That's he was saying. Because of our friendship, he said 
friends just don't do that. So I just said, and I thought about it, and I 
said, I'm not going to put my friends through that. I put my family 
through it, but as long as mom is alive, I mean this type of thing, I 
will do that, but after the Lord calls her home, I'll probably just pretty 
much stay here. 

Could you tell us about your son and your granddaughter. There're 
a big piece of your family. 

- I'm so proud of that guy. 

--last name? 

-
Is he married? 

No, no, he's not married yet anyway. He's seeing a young lady 
though that might be. 

How old is he? 
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He's about 30 now. 

And how did he come to be your son? 

When I was at Holy Angels as pastor, - was about 11 
years old and he came up to me, he was one of my scouts and he 
came up to me and asked me if I could adopt him and, of course, 
Father Joyce Cumings, who was the previous pastor had adopted 
four sons, so that's where the idea sort of came. 

But I told him and he tried to tell me the reasons and explain why 
and so forth because he was having problems at home, etc., etc., 
etc. Well, I am of the opinion that most kids think things are worse 
at home than they really are, so - try to work it out and 
etc., etc., don't - No, I'm not going to adopt you basically. Why I 
ended up adopting him was because it was about four or five 
months later his mother came in and asked for an appointment and 
she asked me to adopt him because of the tension between him 
and his stepfather. She said, they're going to kill one another. 
Apparently - had taken and ash tray and tried to bash his 
old man in the head or something like that. 

Was it a domestic violence situation? 

That's what it was. So that's how I wound up and I said, okay, I'll 
do it. 

And it was legal, through the court system? 

Basically, he became a foster child type thing. 

Did he come to live with you at the rectory? 

Yes, he did, he came to live and we had our moments, but we got 
him through high school and it is interesting they talk about the 
sociology of what is going on in the black community towards 
education and everything because I remember we got him through 
high school and he was about a junior and I told him, you need to 
start thinking about a college. He didn't confide in me until I think it 
was about his second year in college that he had never even 
considered going to college until I mentioned you need to get ready 
for college. 

Whereas, because I think my mom was such a stickler for 
education, I had already assumed he was going to go to college. 
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So I sent him south, - because he would be close to Memphis 
and close to family for his initial year. I wanted to get him out of 
Chicago because he almost got shot and killed. He knocked on my 
door and woke me up one night and he had been out and 
apparently in his car and apparently two gangs got to shooting at 
each other and he was in the middle and the police said that if he 
hadn't ducked down when he did, he would have taken a bullet in 
the head. 

So, I wanted to get him out and I figured in the middle of the cotton 
fields, there would not be a lot of trouble for hi~into, 
although he proved me wrong. And then he went to-and 
wanted to join the - was what he wanted to do and he got 
in and once a commander talked to him, he became an honor 
student and he's been going. While in college, he had a girlfriend, 
-· and they have a beautiful little granddaughter, ... 

Do you still see~ 

I wish I could see that child. I haven't seen - for so long. See 
they split and so-really is in California now and he can't 
have custody of the child because he's in the military, because he 
may have to be deployed and - is out in Michigan somewhere, 
so I really don't get - he sends me pictures of her and everything 
like that. 

How old is she? 

She would be six now, I think it is, six or seven, something like that. 

And he's still in the military? -

-.right. 

What's his area of specialization? 

what he's trying to do is to become the 
people that watch those missiles or something like that. He's going 
through security clearance for that right now. So right now, 

So he will probably be deployed at some point? 

He's deployed, I suppose that would be deployment, but that would 
be in the United States, because I guess you're watching missiles 
in the United States. 
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In the U.S. Okay. And you never travel to go visit him? 

I'm not going to beg people, I've talked on the phone, I've explained 
it to him. 

So he knows your situation and your restrictions? You're not going 
to beg people to what? 

I have to beg people to go with me and babysit me, I'm not going to 
do it, I told him that. And you're just bringing strangers in and part 
of the thing is with family; it just doesn't work that well with my 
family. 

But he's an adult now, do you want to go and visit him? 

I'll see. I'll have to get the money and all that kind of stuff, but he 
could be the chaperone. That's right, but then I don't want to put 
him. See, that's the whole problem like my family, he's going to 
feel like he's watching his old man. 

I know there's a limit to what you can expect them to do. It's not 
like we would say, oh, you know what's a really good idea is for you 
guys to go to Bangkok together. But for you to go and visit your 
son, your adopted son, I mean that's certainly something that I think 
is a reasonable request that we can think about and see if it could 
work. 

If I get the money, I might work on that. 

Are you on good terms with him? 

Oh yeah, I love that boy. He called me yesterday just to check on 
me to see how things were going. 

Other households where you go and spend time? 

I really don't spend a lot of time in other households. I will, like for 
example, if there is a special event or they call and say, Father, 
we'd like for you to come over for this. But other than that, I go to 
see Tony, I do my shopping and stay up here. 

Do you go overnight to - house? Is -the one in 
Chicago Heights? 
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- house. No, no,-has too many, it would drive me 
crazy, I love them to death, but it's a small house and I've been 
staying alone and used to your own space and everything like that. 

One of the things I want to ask you about, it's kind of a little bit 
touchy, but I just wanted to ask anyway. There was a time in some 
of the progress notes where they said that you had thoughts of 
violence during the time when the allegations had come out against 
you. Do you have thoughts of violence now? 

No, no. Once again, a communication thing, they're not writing 
stuff down. Obviously if somebody says something like that, and 
the way I think I put it was because he went out, made these 
allegations against me and I think it was like the very next day or 
day after that, he comes up to me to apologize and I'm trying to 
listen to him and counsel him when I should have been strangling 
him. I think that's how I put it, no, I'm a nonviolent person, anti 
guns, anti war, anti death penalty. 

Do you own any weapons now? 

Yeah, I have a shotgun, I'm a hunter. 

Here at the retreat house? 

No, no, in Mississippi. I'm not going to hunt around here. It's illegal 
and then the only thing I really hunt was squirrels and I have don't 
have them any more because my granddad died and he was the 
only one that would eat squirrel and I never ate squirrel and you 
can't rabbit hunt because you don't have dogs. 

Do you hunt now? 

No, I haven't hunted in years. If somebody wanted me to go out, I 
would. 

No duck hunting? 

No never duck hunting, it was rabbit and squirrel basically, those 
were the two types and what's happened it's developed so much 
around there that you really have to go down state and then my 
uncle, he got rid of his hunting dogs and you can't hunt rabbits 
without dogs, so it just sits there. 
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And are you seeing a therapist or involved in any kind of program? 

No, they said I didn't need it so I didn't. 

What was her name again? 

Any other - do you celebrate mass here? 

I say mass individually. 

In your room or in the chapel? 

In the chapel. There's a chapel on the other side over there. 

Anything else that you consider to be part of your support network, 
any people or things that you do that are important in your life now? 

No, it is what it is, that's what I say and I think a lot of the stuff like I 
said is internal forum and you know the moment you lie down on 
the floor of the altar before a nation you might have to go down 
protecting internal forum, so if I have to go down for it, I have to go 
down for it and make the best of it. I just don't want to pull, as 
much as possible, my family and friends into it, so I do my little 
things here and go my few little places and just leave it at that. 

Do you walk or exercise? 

I walk around the lake from time to time. I'm getting so it's a little 
more difficult because of my left ankle. 

Do you smoke? 

No, used to. 
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Do you have any close relationships with other men who live here? 

Not really. I know them, I feel more sorry for them than I do for me 
in some instances. Because I'm sort of a hard nosed and I've been 
that way, you get your hard knocks, you take them and some of 
these guys, I think, it's very negative up here some times, 
extremely negative; it's just not a good psychological space 
sometimes I think. But I get along with everybody because I just do 
my own thing. 

Are there things that you feel could make the environment better as 
far as you said it was negative, are there things that you feel are 
missing? 

Costello brought that up, and I've been trying to think of some 
things. I'm not sure what, it's sort of a monastic community but, 
unfortunately, it doesn't have the focus of a monastic community. 

A monastic community without the liturgy of the hours. 

Liturgy of the hours, there's no work and that's what the monastic 
community was founded on and there's no work and so guys are 
just here and part of the most difficult thing I find about it is for most 
of your life from the time you're in the seminary, your training is to 
be productive, that's what you've been trained to do. And now 
you're nonproductive. 

Do you do any kind of volunteer work or anything? 

They don't let you do anything. If it's like it might be ministry, you 
can't do. 

I thought there was a time, were you doing a business, an internet 
business? 

I'm doing my little internet business and I'm doing my genealogy. 

What's the internet business? 

It's called and what it is selling a nutrient and travel 
basically. The supplement is by calling and going over the internet 
and you call and its conclusta glass is the product, the major 
product at 
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Would you be interested in doing some type of part-time work or 
volunteerism now? 

It depends on what it is. 

Do you work with anybody face to face in the business? 

It's primarily over the internet, basically. The only time you phone, 
you call, every now and then if I want to bring somebody in the 
business, I'll go and sit face to face, but the business is set up in 
such a way that you primarily do stuff through phoning and internet 
calling. 

Do you generate a lot of income through that? 

Not a lot, not much. 

It's not volunteer because you eventually make some money, right? 

That's the objective, that's the idea. 

How long have you been doing that? 

I've been doing it for about two years now. 

How many face-to-face meetings do you think you've had in that 
two-year period? 

About three. And when I got into the business and I don't know if it 
was a mistake because when I got into the business, what I had 
hoped to do was to be able to make presentations at various 
churches, but they won't let me do that, even on business, so that 
undercut because that was going to be my original plan. 

I notice that your email address was preacher. Do you people ask 
you what kind of preacher you are? 

I call that because I'm a preacher, I don't preach the average 
Catholic teaches. I preach like a black preacher. I'm a preacher. 
I've preached in non-Catholic churches too. Just preach the word, 
just get up and talk the word. 

Do you people ask you about it though? 
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CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

Calicott Interview 

Nobody's really asked me. I think my email really only goes to most 
of the people, other than my business, people know me so they 
know where I'm coming from on that point. 

Do you still have trouble as far as the ministry piece of it, people 
asking you to do ministry. A lot of men in your situation that have 
touched so many people, they get asked to do a lot of things. Does 
that happen? 

Not as much now because people know we can't and I'm very 
upfront about it. See, the thing is I have not hidden really, I made 
my going back to Holy Angels as public as possible and the reason 
I did that was because if there something else out there, I want 
people to know. I don't think this happened, I don't think there is 
anything, so I went back publically and I've been public with people. 

My ma came up when my brother celebrated his 35th Anniversary 
marriage or something and she was tears begging me to come 
down to Holy Angels because she felt it was the last time that she 
would have all her children together in what was our home church. 
And I just told her I couldn't come. And that's the way I am, I've just 
put it out there. 

Was there an incident, I couldn't find a date, that found that you had 
been removed from ministry and was teaching a sex education 
course at Holy Angels. 

That was the year of Dallas. 

2002. 

The curious thing is no one asked me what I was teaching kids. 
That's the curious thing and part of what I teach to kids is protecting 
yourselves from sexual abuse. That's part of what I teach the kids 
upfront that there are adults out there who will hurt kids. And you 
have got to trust your feelings and you have got to someone 
responsible know. And it's part of a regular, and I've taught that 
course since St. Alby's every year and the reason I did it at the time 
was we weren't sure what was going to happen in the key stability 
in the parish, so I just went on with everything. And in the fifth 
grade you teach sacraments, because that's what I did, just kept it 
that way. 

Is there anything like that now that we need to know. Is there any 
activity like that as far as educating people? 
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CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

JENKINS: 

CALICOTT: 

JENKINS: 

CALICOTT: 

JENKINS: 

CALICOTT: 

Calicott Interview 

I'm not doing anything but staying up here. 

Are you doing that anywhere else now? 

No, I'm not doing anything. My day is here primarily. The only time 
I leave this place when I go to visit Tony Vader, if I go to see my 
family, and do my little shopping, Chop Shop. 

When your mother passes on, do you think will be buried in 
Mississippi or do you think here? 

I'm pretty sure she'll be buried down there. I built her church down 
there, and people know me in her church down there. 

Have you heard anybody ask for permission to preach at their 
mother's funeral? 

At this point they haven't been giving any exceptions. 

We're not sure, at least from what we're hearing across the United 
States and I believe what's going on basically. I'm in a tribunal and 
I am not sure you can get a fair trial here at this point. From groups 
that are helping priests from what we're hearing is that they are just 
basically just rubber stamping what bishops are saying. In which 
case, I suspect I will laicized because that's what they're doing. If 
the tribunal comes back, they're forcibly laicizing. 

And that's what you're currently appealing now is the sentence of 
being laicized? 

No, I'm appealing the tribunal would say that I did this. 
-~~ 

Actually that may be a piece when Father egus gets here we can 
clarify because they're thinking that the ap eans your sentence. I 
got that clarification before we came here and it came back that 
your sentence was to be laicized and you're appealing currently 
that sentence as opposed to the decision, but their understanding, 
from a lot of people's understanding, is that what's in the appeal 
now is the sentence of being laicized, and I'm glad we cleared that 
up so we'll know there's a question because I can go back and try 
and check that. 

We're appealing basically that the judge left out an awful lot of our 
evidence and that they came to their conclusion in a bad way. And 
I'm sure the sentence is part of it. But at least from our perspective, 
that's the larger type of thing I think they were looking at. 
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CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTT: 

APPLEWHITE: 

CALICOTI: 

APPLEWHITE: 

Calicott Interview 

If that happened, if you were laicized, do you have a plan or have 
you thought th rough that? 

No, I don't. My family is not a wealthy family. I'll be 61 this month; I 
have a pre-existing condition, so I don't know where 
I'm going to get medical insurance and it would be a mess, so I just 
don't - so really what guys are talking about, we felt the church 
would take care of us so we didn't put a lot, like my monies went 
into helping people, I was in poor parishes, so I helped people, 
that's what I did. 

I'm wondering, you seem to be the kind of person that you don't 
want to burden your family with this whole situation, you're not in 
any therapy, do you have the 
appropriate support to help you with that because I wouldn't you to 
feel isolated or having symptoms of depression and not having a 
way to process that outlet. 

I think my family is very, very supportive and they are very 
knowledgeable of the whole thing. That's why I told them, they're 
very supportive, very close-knit family and that's just not my 
brothers and sisters, there's uncles, aunts, my family is just close 
knit like that so I'm getting a lot of support there. And then there 
are parishioners who still call and support. They're angry at the 
church about this so I still get that support too. And I get support 
from so I'm not feeling isolated, I just feel this 
is a very disturbing time for the church because I just feel we have 
compromised our soul. 

How do you get your intimacy needs met now? 

I think I get my intimacy needs met by talking to my son, I'm very 
close to him and I know he loves me very, very much. That makes 
me feel good. I think my family because the thing inside that says 
I'm worth something, that you have love. I think my family does 
that kind of stuff. And I feel I'm in a pretty good space, to be 
honest, mostly psychologically, I think I'm in a good space. 

I just think theologically I'm disturbed about the whole thing and like 
I told the guys, I just don't know what's happened to my church. 
That bothers me more than anything personally. I ran into a close 
friend of mine up here who we went to high school together, so I'm 
pretty good, I think. 

Thank you. 
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TRAVEL REQUEST FORM 
NOTE~ This form must be submitted t<> Compliance Supervisor three weeks prior to 

planned departW'e. Traveling cleric to attach itinerary to travel request. 

la tbe enat of an e•er&ency, cleric must contact Complhlllce Su1Mrvisor, Shawnte Jenkins, 
prior to any unselleduled departure at 312-237-1606 (cell phone). 

_J_o_hn~C_a_lic_o_tt_~ [Name of traveling cleric] is requesting permission to travel 

to -·~M~SL~:.I~~~~----- [destination address 

and contact phone number] from 24.11.08 [departure date] through 13.12.08 

[return date] for the purposes of visiting with mother [reason for the trip i.e. vacation, 

retreat] by means of. _____ S_U_V ______ [mode of transportationJ. The 

traveling cleric will be chaperoned by =r-.oth=er'---_[name of chaperone 

and relationship to cleric]. The Compliance Supervi5or may contact the chaperone at the 

following phone number prior to departure----· 

The identified chaperone is aware of the traveling cleric's restrictions and 

has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of the traveling 

cleric during me aforementioned time frame, as well as assuring that the traveling cleric 

will be spending tb.e identified overnights in the same residence as him/her. Identified 

chaperone also accepts the responsibility of intervening in any observed inappropriate 

behavior with minors and reporting to Compliance Supervisor. 

1. Contacts with minors by the traveling cleric must be in the presence of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations incompatible with a priestly 

lifestyle are to be avoided and reported to Compliance Supervisor. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

traveling cleric over the aforemention.ed time period of travel. 

As previously noted, the date of return to the traveling cleric's residence has been 

scheduled for 13.12.08 [aforementioned return date]. However, due to 

weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In the 
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event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be changed, please contact the 

Compliance Supervisor at 312.867!2595 (office) or 312.237.1606 (cell phone). 

Authorization for Travel 

Approved / 

If denied, reason for denial of travel request: --~--~--------

Complian<e Supervisor Signature: ~ ~ate: 

A copy of this document wm be provided to the cleric. The original will be placed in the cleric's file 
in the Om~e for the Protection ofChlldren and Young People and a copy wUI be placed in the cleric's 
file in the Vicar for Priests' Office. 

Revlsed 6112108 

RECEIVED 

. NOV I 72008 
ARGHOlOt;~SE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE FOR CHllD ABUSE 

INVESTIGATIONS JJJJ R£Ylf\'1 

lliimiiiiiiiiiii-l 'diiBii~O£v·oNiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiU11~1iiiiiiiiiiiijiji•~snoH re~q~~ Pl!JfS 1iiu!PH:J-V4Jdll:l -sool 'Ll 'A 0N;;;w;
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,-·------·-- - ·- --------~--·-·-----·--·- ----- -- ------ --- - -- ·- --------·-----· 

'. ~~~~-~cCluskey _- Fwd: Movement i~-~~!12_~ __ ... ______ --·-----·-·· _____ -···-·-· _ . 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Jan Slattery 
Jenkins, Shawnte; McCluskey, Leah 
11/19/20084:22:19 PM 
Fwd: Movement in Rome 

FYI - not to be shared with John Calicott by us. 

Jan 

Jan Slattery 
Director Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
312-751-5319 
This message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader 
of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the 
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying 
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify 
us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you. 

»>Patrick Lagges 11/19/2008 3:59 PM»> 
Just wanted to let you know that yesterday we received word from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith that they have designated the Detroit Tribunal to hear John Calicott's appeal of the decision of the 
Chicago Tribunal. I have made a copy of the case and will be sending it to Detroit tomorrow (November 
20). The law says the appeal is to be heard within six months. Given the fact that the case is slightly over 
900 pages, it may take a little longer than that, especially if the Tribunal feels that more information needs 
to be gathered. 

Please inform other people in your agency who may have an interest in this matter. I will let you know 
when the case has finally been resolved. 

AOC 011850 



To: Shante Jenkins 
From: John Calicott 
Date: 1 S December 2008 
Re: December 15, 2008 Memo 

Shante Jenkins, 

I am in receipt of your December 15, 2008 memo uRe:ISP." 

I should note that my previous ISP required me to in order to be returned 
to the pastorate of Holy Angels Church. My removal from Holy Angels Church negated 
that as well as a number of other provisions in that ISP. 

Scheduling conflicts aside, the fact is that I had not received my new ISP and was 
unaware of any- requirements it contained. The call 0 out of the blue" from
••• was treated pretty much as I treat any other ''out of the blue" call. I am not, for 
example, going to give someone my social security number over the phone just because 
they call me and tell me that I am on some list given to them by the archdiocese. 

I greatly rue the loss of a more civilized and congenial time when such confusions were 
avoided by way of a simple courtesy phone call informing someone to expect a call from 
someone he or she may not know rather than by some terse memo attempting to fmd fault 
after the fact. 

John Calicott 
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To: John Calicott 
From: Shawnte Jenkins, Compliance Supervisor 
Date: December 15, 2008 
Re: ISP 

John Calicott, 

Recently, you were out of town traveling to visit your mother. Before you left, I 
spoke with you regarding your Individual Specific Protocol. I informed you that your 
protocol had been completed, signed by the Cardinal and was ready to be presented to 
you on December 2, 2008. On that date, you were still away in Mississippi. 

Your previous ISP stated that you would , as will your new ISP. 
Your new ISP requires that 

She attempted to contact you to schedule an 
initial meeting. She is available to meet with you on Friday, December 19, 2008 at 9:30 
am. Please let me know as soon as possible if you have a scheduling conflict during this 
time. Otherwise, you can contact directly at to 
confirm. Assuming you are confirming the time and date, she will be looking for your 
call tomorrow. 

If you are unclear or have any additional questions feel free to contact me at 
312.534.2595. 

Shawnte Jenkins 
Compliance Supervisor 
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To: John Calicott 
From: Shawnte Jenkins 
Date: December 16, 2008 
Re: ISP 

John Calicott, 

I am in receipt of your response memo. I have again reviewed your previous protocol and 
find no mention that the purpose o~ was in order for you to be returned to Holy 
Angels Church. I have enclosed a copy of the latest protocol I have on file. Please let me 
know if you are referring to a different document. Additionally I will forward your 
response to Fr. Lagges to ensure that this is also the current protocol you are under 
canonically. 
As it relates to communication, I am at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House every week 
and available to speak with you. I was there on December 12, 2008, however you were 
still out of town at that time. Written documentation is always maintained for clarification 
purposes and not to find fault. I hope that you can understand this, as all of my 
communications will come in the form of written documentation. Verbal correspondence 
will also be followed up in writing and placed in your monitoring file. 

If you have questions, please submit them in writing with the understanding that the 
requirements of your protocols are not altered by further questions or clarifications. 

Shawnte Jenkins 
Compliance Supervisor 
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, News Releases 2ooa---···-· .. STATEMENT OF FRANCIS CARDINAL GEORGE, O.M.I. 
RE: Fr. John Calicott and Holy Angels Parish and School 

• News Releases 2007 January 23,.2004 

• . News Releases 2006 Fr. John Calicott's recent activities at Holy Angels Parish and School are in violation of the, 
monitoring protocol which supports the Charter for the Protection of Young People adopted 

• News Releases 2005 Bishops Conference. I have issued a canonical decree, effective immediately, to clarify the 
of the protocol. Fr. Calicott cannot teach in or visit any school and must absent himself frorr 

1 News Releases 2004 Parish until his case is fully adjudicated. 

STATEMENTS/LETTERS 
OF CARDINAL GEORGE 

• Archives 

OBITUARIES 

• Archives 

Fr. Robert Miller, who will remain temporarily as administrator of Holy Angels Parish, must i 
implement in Holy Angels Parish the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young Peo~ 
by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and recognized by the Holy See. 

I am grateful to the parishioners of Holy Angels Parish for their understanding and patience 
Calicott's status is finally determined. This is a painful moment for all concerned. 

a Return to Top 

© Archdiocese of Chicago. All Rights Reserved. Privacy Policy 
To direct your questions or comments about this website click here 
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT NETWORK FOR JOHN CALICOTT 
i 

Name Relationship Contact information 

\ 
i 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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NAME: JOHN CALICOT 

DATE OF REQUEST DATE OF APPROVAL DATE OF DENIAL DAY/OVERNIGHT DATES OF TRAVEL DAYS USED DAYS REMAINING 
5/14/09 0 5/21 /09 0-1, 0-0 0-29, 0-30 
5/28/2009 6/1/09 0 6/3/2009 0-1, 0-0 0-28, 0-30 
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~.~~7. =:;:;;~=;-.=. ~-:::~=--==. ~=::--~;::;::._.= ... = •. _:'"'_.,_· The media attention of the conspiracy to cover-up sexual abuse by me 
'.~); Brea1$_ing Ne~{:~ of the Roman Catholic Church (ministers and employees) is very similar 
"~·-.·-·. -~-~ "~~ past actions (and inactions) of thekBoy Scouts of America. Peter Boyle'sd · ;.t'r: g;g Scout's Honor - is an insightful loo at how BSA mishandled sexual pre 

~-iiiil wi~~~P~~n°~~~~i~=t~~he issues BSA rejected in dealing with this situatic 
· ~ [.::JSK§fiil · the linking of homosexuality with pedophilia. Unfortunately, the Roman C 

- --~ ~ Church has yet to move out of the Dark Ages and learn what modern sci 
-~ . - and -- ironically -- BSA knows about this falsehood. Although, in talking t 

' support groups of survivors of clerical abuse, more than half have turned 
~--~::-:----1--g~· · be women -- not men. 
,a&.\S r:i!i~,· However, since the Catholic Church has historically been a major pers 
;:yJ- !:aBfl!~ of men who have engaged in same-sex acts (at least in the West) and h; 

' ~) · "BJ!M , in public denial of the number of gay priests (both priests who do and do 
~-·-} .i.·~~ .. · . . chaste lives) within the church, we've decided to highlight the sexual abL 
:::g)l lSWS~ committed by some national Catholic Scouting leaders. (A recent review ·/ · :·GIRi~ historical documents and news articles reveals several other priests invo 
~l ;;iei!9isi~ with Scouting who sexually abused youth. One of them was honored by · 
~I:' ·: Jiil.& with the Silver Buffalo award! For more information on these past incider 

· ~lliifiMil here.) .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~I. . Ei 
·~[:JDillm· 
~ r::lifliii 

• Information about Brother Edmund (AKA Robert Coakley), is now a 
This Franciscan brother was a Scoutmaster who sexually abused a 
his troop. Edmund's victim later committed suicide. 

• The Rev. Thomas M. Kohler, was laicized in January 2005. He was 
accused in a lawsuit of abusing a Bucks County (PA) boy from 197: 
1978 during trips to the Jersey Shore and elsewhere. The suit, filed 
1994, was dismissed because the statute of limitations had expired 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia removed him from active ministry that : 
the time, he was the Archdiocesan Scout Chaplain. 

• The Rev. Robert Ray Peebles, Scout Chaplain for the Diocese of D 
was accused of molesting a 15-year-old boy in 1984 at Fort Bennin 
Peebles admitted molesting the boy, according to court documents 
testimony, and was allowed to resign from the Army instead of bein 
prosecuted. For more information, click here. 

• The Scout Chaplain -- Rev. James McShane -- for the Burlington D 
(Burlington, VT) resigned from ministry due to sexual abuse allegat 
2004, the diocese settled a lawsuit from on of his victims. What his 
status with the Church is, is not known at this time. 

• The BishopAccountability.org web site has accumulated an impres~ 

http://vvww.bsa-discrimination.org/html/sexabuse.html 1/21/2009 
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amount of documents regarding the former (1980-90) Scout Chaple: 
the Diocese of Davenport (IA), Rev. James M. Janssen. To learn m 
about his background and victims, click here. 

• A former Scout Chaplain for the Spokane Diocese is not only a self 
confessed sexual predator, but has testified about his actions. For r 
information about Patrick O'Donnell, click here. 

• Bishop Gerald Gettelfinger (Evansville, IN) is the current Bishop Ad 
the National Catholic Committee on Scouting (the Catholic Church': 
between the BSA and the Catholic Church, NCCS). At the May 200 
Bishop's meeting, he.was a vocal opponent of the one-strike policy 
USCCB adopted Charter for the Protection of Children and Young I 
At the November 2002 Bishop's meeting, he was one of only seven 
bishops who voted against the new policies the US Bishops voted 
prevent sexual abuse of minors. He has admitted to allowing at leai 
convicted child molester serve as a priest in the diocese, as well as 
known molesters. 

"In late March 2002, Bishop Gettelfinger told parishioners that pries 
sexually abuse children are guilty of "grave sins" and that he would 
tolerate them. A couple months later, news accounts detailed the 
backgrounds of six diocesan priests," some had been convicted for 
abuse, yet allowed to remain ministers in the diocese. One had bee 
Scout Chaplain. For more information, click here . 

• In the Diocese of Providence (RI), the Rev. Edmund Micarelli, who 
been the Diocesan Scout Chaplain, the NCCS Regional Scout Cha 
member of the Executive Board of the NCCS, and at one time, the · 
for a council scout camp, caused the diocese to settle with his victir 
millions of dollars. For more information, click here. 

• Rev. Thomas Rainforth, an Eagle Scout and a priest of the Diocese 
Paterson (NJ), who has received the Bronze Pelican and St. Georg 
awards from the NCCS, was returned to ministry after a diocesan b 
determined that he had genital contact with a minor. The board fel1 
such action did not rise to the level of sexual abuse. Until recently F 
Rainforth had been a unit leader for a unit sponsored by St. Philip ti 
Apostle Church. It is unclear if Fr. Rainworth has rejoined the BSA. 
However, a lawsuit has been filed by his alleged victims. For more 
information, click here. 

• Bishop Joseph Hart, who retired in September 2001 as the Bishop · 
Cheyenne, WY, was also a former Bishop Advisor to the NCCS anc 
Eagle Scout. It recently came to the public's attention that he had a 

·assaulted several children while serving as a priest in Kansas City. 
more information, click here, 

• Rev. Donald Peters, who had served until 1993 as Scout Chaplain · 

http://www.bsa-discrimination.org/html/sexabuse.ht.ml 1/21/2009 
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Milwaukee Archdiocese, has recently confessed to having sex with 
children. He also was a member of the NCCS Executive Board and 
for 20 years as his OA lodge's Chapter Advisor. For more inform_atit 
here. 

• Richard M. Boucher, while serving as a Vice-Chairman of the NCC: 
arrested, charged, convicted and sentenced for the crime of child 
molestation. For more information, click here, 

• The Dallas Morning News has reported that several priests who se: 
abused children were also serving as Diocesan Scout Chaplains . 

............•••....••••.••••.......................••••••••........ 

According to the Dallas Morning News, the following Bishops knew tha 
had sexually abused children, yet allowed them to stay involved with Cat 
Scouting: 

Ft. Worth - Bishop Joseph DelaneY-

"In the late 1980s, Bishop Delaney hired an old friend, the Rev. Ph 
Magaldi, who had been suspended in his original diocese of Provid 
R.I., for stealing from a church. Rhode Island authorities said he us 
some of the money for tropical vacations with adolescent boys and 
gave a teenager he met in a park enough money to buy a car. Fatt 
Magaldi, who has denied wrongdoing, served as chaplain of the Fe 
diocesan scouting program . Bishop Delaney no longer allows him 
a public ministry." 

Dallas (Victoria. TX) - Bishop David Fellhauer 

"As a high-ranking Diocese of Dallas official in the 1980s, he helpe 
the Rev. Robert Peebles to different jobs after molestation complai 
made. One transfer made him a military chaplain in Georgia, wherE 
sexually assaulted a boy. He was sent back to Dallas to avoid a co 
martial and became the diocesan scouting director. "We made the 
decision at the time in view of the circumstances," Bishop Fellhaue 
The Dallas Morning News in 1994. "There are also matters of 
confidentiality and people's reputations." Mr. Peebles was forced o 
priesthood in the late 1980s after he acknowledged abusing other I 
but he was not prosecuted. The diocese has paid millions to his vie 
and also paid for him to get a law degree in New Orleans. Bishop F 
has ack~owledged making a mistake regarding Mr. Peebles." 

ChicagQ_{St. Thomas, USVI) - Bishop George Muny 

"Despite the Rev. John Calicott's admission that he engaged in se> 
misconduct with two teenage boys in the mid-1970s, the Chicago 
archdiocese reinstated him in 1995 - contrary to its policy against h 

http://www.bsa-discrimination.org/html/ sexabuse.html 1/21/20d9 
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known abusers work. Bishop Murry, then an auxiliary to the late Cc 
Joseph Bernardin, was supervising the archdiocesan region where 
Calicott was stationed. And he led Father Calicott's reinstatement 
ceremony. Bishop Murr)i said at the time that church members had 
assured him that they wanted Father Calicott returned to their paril: 
the victims had come forward in 1994 and an archdiocesean revie\I 
recommended removal, Father Calicott was placed on leave and s1 

u~ 
return, Father Calicott described himself as "angry" that the church 
removed him lfie".'atch-cl 
did_order,that:a:monitor·be,present-whe~eyer;:he·had·contactwith~c 

~hicntoday-includes:his:workas:-a:Boy:Scout:master;and:a.gramrr 
,s·chool teaclier." · · 
'\...-·-

...•...••........••..............••••••••.•.......•.......••••••••• 
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~- Fr Galicott-Curriculum Vitae-

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Pastor Holy Angels Church 

Page 1of2 

An African American born on to and in 
-Mississippi. Ordained to the Roman Catholic priesthood by John Cardinal Cody on May 8, 1974 in the Main 
Chapel at the University of St. Mary of the Lake ~n Mundelein, IUinois. Sees self as "just a little old country boy trying 
to tell everybody about Jesus." 

PARISH ASSIGNMENTS 

St. Leo The Great Parish 1973 

Transitio11al Deacon Cllicago, Illinois 

ST. AILBE PARISH 1974 - 1980 

Associate Pastor Cllicago, Illinois 

HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH 1980-1990 

Associate Pastor Cllicago, Jlli11ois 

HOLY ANGELS PARISH 1990-
Pastor 

Education 

http://www.holyangels.com/CALICOTT-CURRICULUM-VITA.HTM 1/21/2009 
AOC 011861 



~ Fr ~alicott-Curriculum Vita. Page 2 of2 

Bachelor of Arts 1966 - 1970 

Niles College of Loyola University Niles, llli11ois 

Baccalaureate of Sacred Theology 

Master of Divinity 

Licentiate Of Sacred Theology 1970 - 1976 

University of St. Mary of the Lake Mundelein, Illinois 

Some past ministerial endeavors and responsibilities: 

Adjunct faculty member - University of St. Mary of the Lake 

Dean - Deanery 13 

Member Archdiocesan Presbyteral Senate 

Member Archdiocesan Priest Personnel Board 

President: Morgan - Maple Park- Beverly Ecumenical Ministerial Alliance 

Teacher: Morgan Park High School 

Community activist against proliferation of liquor establishments and street gangs 

Youth Minister 

Revival and Mission preacher 

Board Member - Hales Franciscan High School - Chicago 

1~ 

HOLY.ANGELS CHURCH, AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CATHOL.IC CHURCH. 

http://www.holyangels.com/CALICOTT-CURRI CUL UM-VIT A.HTM 1/21/2009 
AOC 011862 



INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOLS: JOHN 

CALICOTT 

Implementation Date 

ASSIGNMENT HISTORY 

Date of Birth: 

Ordained: 197 4, 

Review Date 

FebntaF)' 1 fir2008 

Apc<I 2.J, -2.oc) 

May, 1974 to June, 1980 ·St. Ailbe, Chicago 

June, 1980 to October, 199 l Holy Name of Mary, Chicago 

Octpber, 199 l to 1995 Holy Angels, Chicago 

1995 Removed from parish ministry 

·HISTORY OF ABUSE ALLEGATIONS: SUBSTANTIATED AND 

NON SUB STA TIA TED 

Allegation l. Timeframe: 1979 

Victim stated that he met John Calicott at St. Ailbe School when he was·in the 

sixth grade and John Calicott was the Boy Scout leader and .in charge of the 

altar boys. 

Calicott would take the boy scouts on trips out of state. On one occasion they 

were going to-and stopped at a hotel on the way there. He stated 

that John Calicott had been drinking.heavily for at least one year at the time. 

The victim stated that he later learned that one of the other boys that had 

accompanied them on the trip was also John Calicott's victim. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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The victim stated that he and the other boys talked about the 

abuse of John Calicott amongst themselves. This allegation was substantiated. 

Allegation 2. Timeframe: 1976-1978 

Victim stated that the abuse occurred a few times He 

2 

stated that the sexual abuse included mutual oral sex. He stated that he was 

about 14 years old at the time of the abuse. The abuse occurred over the course 

substantiated. 

Allegation 3. Timeframe: 1975-1977 

Victim stated that John Calicott abused him while he attended Holy Angels Parish. He 
was in the sixth grade when he first met John Calicott. He stated that at 
the time Joh.n Calicott was the associate pastor of St. Ailbe and lived in the rectory there. 
The first incident of sexual abuse occurred at the end of his seventh grade year when he 
was about 12 years old. John Calicott had taken approximately 20 boys camping in 

•••· He stated that 

He stated that this happened two or three more times during the same 
trip in the same manner. He stated that the friend whom he shared the incident with is 
another one of John Calicott's victims. 

· -Over the course of two years there were approximately 20 more incidents of 

abuse. He stated that all of the abuse was oral sex and would occur in the rectory, -
After confronting John Calicott about 1he abuse it became 

an open occurrence, and he would then perform oral sex on John Calicott. 

allegation was substantiated. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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There are no unsubstantiated allegations at this time. 

CURRENT CANONICAL STATUS 

April 6, 1994 the Professional Fitness Review Board found allegations of sexual 

misconduct of minor credible and John Calicott was immediately removed from 

ministry. He was later returned to ministry, but again removed in 2002 after the Dallas 

Charter.On May 23, 2003 a precept was issued that required John Calicott not to 

exercise the rights of any ecclesiastical office and to observe the Individual Specific 

Protocol until the canonical processes were completed On July 14 2003, His Eminence,· 

Francis Cardinal George accepted the findings of the preliminary investigation that the 

allegations did have the required semblance of truth and the given matter had been 

commended to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. In a decree issued 

January 23, 2004 John Calicott was forbidden from "being present in any way at any 

time on the property Holy Angels Parish in Chicago, from attending Eucharist 

celebrated in Holy Angels Church, from ever going into the Holy Angels parochial 

school, from being physically within the canonical territorial boundaries of Holy Angels 

parish in Chicago and from being physically within any school, parochial or otherwise, 

primary or secondary, in the Archdiocese of Chicago, and I further forbid him from 

engaging in any behavior which might imply, suggest, infer or simulate sacred ministry 

until the canonical processes directed by the Congregation for the doctrine of the 

Faith are completed." 

John Calicott was found guilty of sexual abuse of minors and, in accordance with the 

Essential Nc;irms for the United States, is to be dismissed from the clerical state. He has 

appealed this decision to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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Individual Specific Protocols 
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COMPLIANCE HISTORY 

While there have been some past instances of John Calicott refusing to comply with 

protocols, he is currently adhering to all of the protocols established in the 2008 system. 

Historically, the violations were as follows: On July 19, 2003 a violation occurrep when 

John Calicott preached at a funeral. As a result, a decree issued forbidding him from 

being on the property of Holy Angels. As of July 17, 2004, John Calicott refused to 

complete daily log sheets. As a result, his salary was decreased. On January 8, 2005, 

John Calicott was prE?sent at Holy Angels for a funeral, which was in violation of his 

decree. The funeral was for the grandmother of his godson. 

CURRENT LIVING ARRANGEMENT AND INVOLVEMENT WITH MINORS. 

5 

John Calicott is currently living in the Cardinal Stritch Retreat house with 8 other 

members of the Archdiocesan Priesthood who have been removed from ministry due· 

to substantiated allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. His daily log sheets 

reflect that he spends most of his time at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House and running 

errands within the community. He routinely visits his brother's home, where he calls all of 

the many children who visit the home, "niece" and "nephew" and they call him 

"uncle." He reported that he is not very close to any of his real nieces or nephews and 

that he has not seen his adopted son's daughter in several years. Although he 

expresses love for his adopted son, he did not report an urgency to visit with his 

adopted son (who is now an adult·in military service) in the near future. John Calicott 

did not report any environments in which he either spends the night in the same home 

with minors or spends social or personal time with children or youth. 

RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 1: SEXUAL OFFENSES AGAINST MINORS 

RISK REDUCTION STRATEGY METHOD OF COMMENTS 
T 'r ....... 'T""lo T,_,T,...., l"T"'T- .. T • 

With a prudent companion who is present from Verification with 

the time he arrives until the time he leaves, John Community Support 
Calicott is permitted to spend time with families Network. 

who have minor children. This includes time in 
Oversight by Compliance 

their homes, his mother's home or in public 
Supervisor. 

places. Such contact must be disclosed and 

Unannounced 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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logged for review by his Compliance Supervisor. verification (telephone, 

John Calicott is prohibited at all times from being 
visits, GPS) of daily logs. 

alone with anyone under the age of 25. 

RISK REDUCTION STRATEGY METHOD OF VERIFICATION COMMENTS 

John Calicott is required to complete the 

''Request for Travel" in accordance with its 
Verification by 

timelines and procedures, prior to any trips or 
Compliance Supervisor. 

·overnight stay~ away from the residence. 

John Calicott is required to log out his Verification by 

whereabouts on the "Clergy Daily Log Sheet" Compliance Supervisor. 

daily as he leaves the Cardinal Stritch Retreat 

House. 

John Calicott is prohibited from exercising priestly Verification with 

ministry in all forms, including, but not limited to Community Support 

public celebration of mass, wearing. the Roman Network. 

Collar or other symbols of ministry, wearing-
Oversight by Compliance 

clerical garb and being called "Father." (or any 
Supervisor. 

garb that denotes priesthood or ministry). 

Unannounced 

verification (telephone, 

visits) of daily logs. 

John Calicott will provide to his Compliance 

Supervisor a listing of the close friends and 
Completion of 

relatives who support him, including contact 
Community Support 

information, for the purpose of verifying his 
Network form 

adherence to the protocols and ensuring his 

ongoing support and accountability (to be 

submitted_ within 5 business days of 

implementation of protocol). 

John Calicotfis required to disclose all income- Verification by 

earning and volunteer work activities to his Compliance Supervisor. 

Compliance Supervisor. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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John Calicott is prohibited from viewing, 

downloading or otherwise possessing 

pornography or sexually explicit materials of any 

kind. 

Online chat, social networking involvement, and 

other internet_relationships, as well as sites visited 

are subject to review by John Calicott's. 

Compliance Supervisor for the first six months of 

the program. The need for ongoing review will be 

evaluated following this period of time. 

RisK REDUCTION STRATEGY 

John Calicott is permitted to stay overnight at his 

mother's home located at 

-MS-· pending verification. John 
Calicott will not be permitted to stay in the home 

if anyone under the age of 25 routinely spends the 

night in the home. This protocol includes family 
members. 

John Calicott is prohibited from engaging in 

liturgy,' or any aspect of parish community life at 

any parish· in which he has served in ministry. 

Participation at any level in a Roman Catholic 

Parish must be disclosed to Compliance 
Supervisor. 

John Calicott is prohibited from communicating 

or contacting by telephone, email, birthday card, 

text or letter with anyone under the age of 25. 

John Calicott is prohibited from providing 

Verification by 

Archdiocesan or 

contracted Information 

Technology Personnel 

and Compliance 

Supervisor. 

Verification by 

Archdiocesan or 

contracted Information 

Technology Personnel 

and Compliance 

Supervisor. 

7 

METHOD OF VERIFICATION COMMENTS 

Verification with 

Community Support 

Network. 

Verification with 

Community Support 

Network. 

Unannounced 

verification (telephone, 

visits, GPS) of daily logs. 

Verification with 

Community Support 

Network. 

Unannounced 

verification (telephone, 

visits, GPS) of daily logs. 

Verification with 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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educational programs. working or volunteering 

with any organization that provides services to 

persons under the age of 25. 

Once established, John Calicott will be required 

Community Support 

Network. 

Unannounced 

verification (telephone, 

visits, GPSf of daily logs. 

Verification by . 

to attend monthly meetings at the Cardinal stritch Compliance Supervisor. 

Retreat house. 

Once established, John Calicott will be required Verification by_ Retreat 

to attend dinner and faith-sharing evenings at the Director . 

. Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. 

John Calicott will meet every two weeks with his 

Compliance Supervisor at the residence in 

Mundelein. 

Verification by 

Compliance Supervisor. 

Verification by 

Compliance Supervisor. 
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RISK REDUCTION STRATEGY METHOD OF VERIFICATION COMMENTS 

Verification by 

Compliance Supervisor. 

CONSEQUENCES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROTOCOLS. 

Depending on the gravity of the instance of non-compliance, any of the following 

consequences may apply: 

• Immediate polygraph to determine whether abuse may have occurred. 

• · Restriction from travel. 

• Canonical action, up to and including involuntary removal from the priesthood. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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SIGNATURES 

-;:::./ r 11_,. ~ 
Signed: :~~~~ 
·6 

Date: 

Printed Name: ~~ G:f5eJO--~ 

Signature of Vicar for Priest: ~ti~&~ Date: J .;:~. 2--l 1-0o 'f 
(2e,..,. 11tc4\ F. <;,5-oe{(.G 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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COMMITMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

The Romon Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago hos initiated a program of support and 
accountability for the priests of the Archdiocese who hove been removed from ministry due to 

their sexual misconduct with minors. The program is voluntary in that a priest may choose to 

participate or may choose to leave the priesthood. John Calicott hos expressed his desire to 

engage in this program, fully recognizing it will mean a significant increase in accountability and a 

. decrease in his overall levels of privacy. This is seen as a positive sign, as openness to support and 

intervention by others is one of the essential components for long-term abstinence from sexual 

offending. 

The Archdiocese hos asked John Calicott to identify the friends and family members who would be 

willing and able to offer support and accountability to him as he moves through his doily life. You 

were among those he identified. 

If you ore willing to accompany John Calicott in this way, the following is asked of you: 

1. That you review John Colicott's history of allegations and substantiated offenses, 

2. That you review his Individual Specific Protocols. which tell you what he is permitted to do 

and what he is not, 

3. That y9u_ogree to support Jo~n Calicott through interrupting high-risk behaviors (such as 

his attempting to be alone with a minor) if they occur and informing his Compliance 

Supervisor of any <?ther concerns or violations of the protocols, 

4 .. That you agree to on-going, open communication with John Colicott's Compliance 

Supervisor so that any problem.s may be identified and addressed before they become 

serious. 

I om personally grateful to you for considering what con only be considered a ministry to John 

CoHcott and for the support you hove offered him thus. for. If, for any reason, you do not wish to 

participate in this program, please do not feel on obligation and please do not turn to the pages 

that follow which contain confidential information. If you would like to move forward with the 

commitment to participate, please indicate with your signature below. Once you hove reviewed 

all of the information, you will hove another opportunity to indicate your willingness to move 

forward. Thank you once again for considering this important work. 

Signature and dote 

I hove a commitment to support John Calicott in his personal program of wellness. I om willing and 

able to assist him in avoiding situations that could lead to further sexual misconduct and further · 

harm to others, including misinterpretations of his behavior or false allegations of abuse. 

Signature and date 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT NETWORK FOR JOHN CALICOTT 

Name Relationship Contact information 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Check List for Supervision 
Personal Information 

~L~ I - I 1
1 

' 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312.534.2595 
Fax: 312.751.5279 

2. Name of Supervisor: Jl(Al1JVl=j-e_, \ J...e v\ IL l V\S 

3. Frequency of Supervisory sessions: o weekly ~eekly o monthly 

4. Are all aspects of the Continuing Care Plan in place? o Yes ~ 
a. Supervisor for the follow-up care: J\;u u ml:e;I \,..\9 Vl k:.t h) 
b. Any areas not yet implemented: -+~t~IA l'\YltJ v11~5 
c. Plan for their being online: _'2--_ _,_/ _o_j+---------------

5. Are any medical concerns and issue? utf.s oNo 

a. If so, describe: 

b. Who is monitoring these? _,.._pv~J~' M~C:~"-N'""""~(---C~<,r~vx~_.,..p ...... !~1 .... ¥~S~1~c_~c._~h-----

6. 

7. 

8. Does the member make an annual retreat? 

a. Is the retreat with his confreres? 

9. Does the member have a regular Confessor? 

10. Does the member actively seek the expertise of such helpers? 

oYes ~ 

o Yes 12(No 
~oNo 
~s oNo 

AOC 011875 



11. Is their choice of television program, internet use, or other 

entertainment notable in any way? 

Comments: 

oYes E(~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'--~~~~~---:;,......-~~~ 

12. Is his use of telephone, cellular, e-mail, or other communication erYes o No 

media notable in anyway? 

Commen~s: , \d/\\I\ Ct'\.LCP\t \rVA_) vll'if\ h-15 01DA i@vVVL+ b9S1(l,q,c;:S ~ C~(V'M '~ 
V\U'Vl ott.-fv'"'t1c... . T ,.--

13. Does member have his own bank account? ~es o No 

a. Supervisor of financial issues: John {1a {/(115if: ··· 
b. Supervisor of members use oftime: ~[AWY1fe 1J;Vl tih~ I Compl1a Y\

0 

ex-SvrevV\Sl)ll 
c. Who gives permission for vacation? J\l\2u..m{e' "Je JI? b n S 

1 
Comp/, a nCA.,SL-f' NlS<7Y 

i. Are particulars of vacation provided (i.e. names and phone numbers 

of contact persons, itinerary, mode of transportation, etc.)? 

14. Do the answers to questions 9, 10 or 11 above cause oYes 

concerns around appropriate Boundaries? 

a. I~ so, comment: Jn\A \11 l C( \ _1 (& \S a:V\b_ ~ ~:~~-p °'-~ V' j +\A~\- ~ 
w \ \\ lo-t ~v te_J --\-D vz._cA.1.J·.e.../J{t '-/-tu_ prUl\S'\- \t\<!-(()6_ rA 0 J_ Vu_. l _s 0a-\ 
:f., ~'\ ~ 11 c.c--... \ l '-/ p \I '-e_ f'?i. "<.c\. • I 

With regard to personal issues, how would you rate his functioning? 

Poor Adequate 

1 2 3 4 5 6 8 

Community Issues 

15. Does the member participate in Community Activities? 

a. Community Prayer? o Yes iz(No 

b. Meals? o Yes ilNo 

c. Faith sharing? o Yes ~ 

Exceptional 

9 10 

16. Is the on-site monitor actively part if the member's supervision? 

17. Is there a clear and agreed upon set of boundaries when 

involved with the public/outside community? 

oYes ~ 

oNo 

/ves oNo 
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With regard to Community Issues, how would you rate his functioning? 

Poor Adequate ~ Exceptional 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ~ 9 10 

18. Does the member have his own vehicle? 

List any restrictions: N 1N'+- u:.A- -:\;I.A ·1 s .--\-i /'}'\.( 

19. Is he restricted from wearing clerical garb in public? 

20. As supervisor, do you have any specific concerns at this time? 

a. Describe: 2io\o (\ UA ~ \ ~ ,t\f ~ -:::i 0 \\\\ \\ o4-cd.. o s 
~\v_ v-.J-tlo 5 ;~ Ob \-\0\~ IAV\&e..,ls I 

~s 

/ 

CA:s 

o Yes 

'=(CAS-\vy-

Overall, with the above issues in mind, how would you rate his present functioning? 

Poor 

1 2 3 4 

Adequate 

5 

Exceptional 

6 7 (J 9 10 

oNo 

oNo 

oNo 

()·-('\ 

if z.oi {o Oi 
Date 

AOC 011877 



To: File 
From: Shawnte Jenkins, Compliance Supervisor 
Date: February 19, 2009 
Re: John Calicott bi-monthly meeting 

CS met with John Calicott on February 19, 2009 for bi-monthly meeting as required by 
his ISP. CS asked John Calicott to discuss his daily activities for the past few weeks. He 
stated that he has not really left the retreat house, with the exception of running a few 
errands. He stated that thus far the protocol has not been a problem for him. He stated 
that he is still in the process of going through and making changes to the history and 
background information included on the protocol. John Calicott asked CS to explain to 
him again what a "prudent companion" is and what information they will be given. CS 
explained the purpose of a "prudent companion" and when they would be utilized. CS 
informed John Calicott that a prudent companion would need to know his history and 
what his current protocol requires, in terms of restrictions. He asked CS would a prudent 
companion need to know . CS informed him they would not. John 
Calicott stated that he would probably be using his brother - and his good friend 
Fr. Tuite as his prudent companions. He stated that they both know his history, however 
he does not want them given anything in writing. He stated that his attorney advised him 
against giving anyone, close friends and family included, anything in writing because it 
may tum up somewhere later on if there is ever a falling out. CS suggested that he sit 
down with his prudent companions and go over the protocol but don't leave the protocol 
with them if it makes him uncomfortable. He stated that is probably what he will do. 
John Calicott stated that he is still trying to decide if this is the way he wants to spend the 
rest of his life. He stated that even if he wins his case in Detroit he does not know if he 
wants to continue with this program for he rest of his life. He stated that he might leave 
and preach in his brother church. He stated that once a priest, you're a priest for life and 
no one can take that away. He stated, "I don't have an ice cubes chance in hell" of 
winning his case in Detroit. He stated that no one can get a fair canonical trial in the 
United State because the courts do whatever the Bishops say, so he is exploring his legal 
options. He stated that he is planning on suing the Archdiocese of Chicago for the good 
of the church. 

AOC 011878 
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~f )('; TRAVEL REQUEST FORM 
/ .~ ~ \) S 1 NOTE: This form must be submitted .to C. omplicince s.upervisor three weeks prior to 
VJ~ 

0
1- planned departure. Traveling cleric to attach itinerary. to travel request. 

1J' C\ In the event of an emergency, cleric must contact Co~pli~~ce Supenrisor, Shawnte Jenkins, 
prior to any unscheduled departure at 312-237-1606 (cel1 phone). 

_J_o_hn_C_al_ic_o_tt ___ [Name of traveling cleric] is requesting permission to travel 

to ______ (destination address 

and contact phone number] from 17.03.09 [departure date] through 21.0~.09 

(return date] for the purposes of bring mother to Chgo. [ reason for the trip i.e. vacation, 

retreat] by means of _____ S_UV _______ [mode of transportation J. The 

traveling cleric will be chaperoned by c.....::..c.r_o=th=e.:....r __ [name of chaperone 

and relationship to cleric]. The Compliance Supervisor may contact the chaperone at the 

following phone number prior to departure-----· 

The identified chaperone is aware of the traveling cleric's restrictions and 

has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of the traveling 

cleric during the aforementioned time frame, as well as assuring that the traveling cleric 

will be spending the identified overnights in the same residence as him/her. Identified 

chaperone also accepts the responsibility of intervening in any observed inappropriate 

behavior with minors and reporting to Compliance Supervisor. 

I. Contacts with minors by the traveling cleric must be in the presence of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations incompatible with a priestly 

lifestyle are to be avoided and reported to Compliance Supervisor. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

traveling cleric over the aforementioned time period of travel. 
\ 

3. As previously noted, the date of return to the traveling cleric's residence has been 

scheduled for 21.03.09 [aforementioned return date]. However, due to 

weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In the 
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event of such a circumstance, should the original plans b.e changed, please contact the 

.867.2>95 (office) or 312.237.1606 (cell phone). 

Authorization for Travel 

Approved --'i/ __ _ 
If approved, information re 
. \ 

If denied, reason for denial of travel request: -------------'-------

Compliance Supervisor Signature: ~ate: -'''-'~<+-/;......,(...,~'4-/..W:.ll--17._·_ 

A copy of this document will be provided to the cleric. The original will be placed in the cleric's file . 
in the Office for the Protection of Children and Young People and a copy will be placed in the cleric's 
file in the Vicar for Priests' Office. 

Revised 6/12/08 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Shawnte, 

Jan Slattery 
Jenkins, Shawnte 
4/3/2009 4:22 PM 
JCalicott 

I spoke with Carol Fowler today and in the course of the conversation mentioned J Calicott wanting to work. She thought 
the data entry idea was the best -- putting him in Eva's office out in the public. 

The cemetery hires a number of high school/college-aged students to work outdoors on the cemetery grounds during the 
summer so that doesn't seem like the right place. Can you ask Richard who maintains the seminary and Stritch grounds? 
Carol thinks that may be maintained by an outside lawn service. I'm not sure of that. 

Jan 

Jan Slattery 
Director Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
312-534-5319 
This message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is 
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender ofthis e-mail. Thank you. 
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INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOLS: JOHN 

CALICOTT 

Implementation Date 

~ 
$\1\..uo...r'I "'2.J, 2.-()()r, 

ASSIGNMENT HISTORY 

Date of Birth: 

Ordained: 197 4, 

Review Date 

Febn~ery 1fi, 2998 

Afir~ I "2..J, -2.t:io "'j 

May, 1974 to June, 1980 St. Ailbe, Chicago 

June, 1980 to October, 1991 Holy Name of Mary, Chicago 

October, 1991 to 1995 Holy Angels, Chicago 

1995 Removed from parish ministry 

HISTORY OF ABUSE ALLEGATIONS: SUBSTANTIATED AND 

NONSUBSTA TIA TED 

Allegation 1. Timeframe: 1979 

Victim stated that he met John Calicott at St. Ailbe School when he was in the 

sixth grade and John Calicott was the Boy Scout leader and in charge of the 

altar boys. 

Calicott would take the boy scouts on trips out of state. On one occasion they 

were going to-and stopped at a hotel on the way there. He stated 

that John Calicott had been drinking heavily for at least one year at the time. 

The victim stated that ~1e later learned that one of the other boys that had 

accompanied them on the trip was also John Calicott's victim. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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The victim stated that he and the other boys talked about the 

abuse of John Calicott amongst themselves. This allegation was substantiated. 

Allegation 2. Timeframe: 197 6-1978 

Victim stated that the abuse occurred a few times He 

2 

stated that the sexual abuse included mutual oral sex. He stated that he was 

about 14 years old at the time of the abuse. The abuse occurred over the course 

substantiated. 

Allegation 3. Timeframe: 1975-1977 

Victim stated that John Calicott abused him while he attended Holy Angels Parish. He 

was in the sixth grade when he first met John Calicott. He stated that at 

the time John Calicott was the associate pastor of St. Ailbe and lived in the rectory there. 

The first incident of sexual abuse occurred at the end of his seventh grade year when he 
was about 12 years old. John Calicott hod token approximately 20 boys comping in 

•••·He stated that•··················· 
he felt John Calicott performing oral sex on him. -

He stated that this happened two or three more times during the some 
trip in the some manner. He stated that the friend whom he shored the incident with is 
another one of John Colicott's victims. 

- Over the course of two years there were approximately 20 more incidents of 
abuse. He stated that all of the abuse was oral sex and would occur in the rectory, -

. After confronting John Calicott about the abuse it become 

on open occurrence, and he would then perform oral sex on John Calicott. •••I 
This 

allegation was substantiated. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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There are no unsubstantiated allegations at this time. 

CURRENT CANONICAL STATUS 

April 6, 1994 the Professional Fitness Review Board found allegations of sexual 

misconduct of minor credible and John Calicott was immediately removed from 

ministry. He was later returned to ministry, but again ri:;moved in 2002 after the Dallas 

Charter.On May 23, 2003 a precept was issued that required John Calicott not to 

exercise the rights of any ecclesiastical office and to observe the Individual Specific 

Protocol until the canonical processes were completed On July 14 2003, His Eminence, 

Francis Cardinal George accepted the findings of the preliminary investigation that the 
allegations did have the required semblance of truth and the given matter had been 

commended to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. In a decree issued 

January 23, 2004 John Calicott was forbidden from "being present in any way at any 

time on the property Holy Angels Parish in Chicago, from attending Eucharist 

celebrated in Holy Angels Church, from ever going into the Holy Angels parochial 

school. from being physically within the canonical territorial boundaries of Holy Angels 

parish in Chicago and from being physically within any school, parochial or otherwise, 

primary or secondary, in the Archdiocese of Chicago, and I further forbid him from 

engaging in any behavior which might imply, suggest. infer or simulate sacred ministry 

until the canonical processes directed by the Congregation for the doctrine of the 
Faith are completed." 

John Calicott was found guilty of sexual abuse of minors and, in accordance with the 

Essential Norms for the United States, is to be dismissed from the clerical state. He has 

appealed this decision to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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John Calicott has a family history of alcoholism. He 

acknowledges of a period of approximately sixth months when he was drinking heavily 

and his victims report that he was a heavy drinker. 

John Calicott self-reported homicidal ideation toward a family member and a victim. 

Both instances involved him shooting the other person because he was angry. John 

Calicott reported feeling extreme anger at his victims because he felt that they 

coerced and seduced him and he in turn is now being victimized. He stated that his 

last physical fight was in 197 6 when he was 29 years old, two years after he was 

ordained. When questioned in 2008, John Calicott reported no thoughts of violence or 
revenge. His demeanor was consistent with this self-report. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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COMPLIANCE HISTORY 

While there have been some past instances of John Calicott refusing to comply with 

protocols, he is currently adhering to all of the protocols established in the 2008 system. 

Historically, the violations were as follows: On July 19, 2003 a violation occurred when 

John Calicott preached at a funeral. As a result, a decree issued forbidding him from 

being on the property of Holy Angels. As of July 17, 2004, John Calicott refused to 

complete daily log sheets. As a result, his salary was decreased. On January 8, 2005, 

John Calicott was present at Holy Angels for a funeral, which was in violation of his 

decree. The funeral was for the grandmother of his godson. 

CURRENT LIVING ARRANGEMENT AND INVOLVEMENT WITH MINORS. 

5 

John Calicott is currently living in the Cardinal Stritch Retreat house with 8 other 

members of the Archdiocesan Priesthood who have been removed from ministry due 

to substantiated allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. His daily log sheets 

reflect that he spends most of his time at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House and running 

errands within the community. He routinely visits his brother's home, where he calls all of 

the many children who visit the home, "niece" and "nephew" and they call him 

"uncle." He reported that he is not very close to any of his real nieces or nephews and 

that he has not seen his adopted son's daughter in several years. Although he 

expresses love for his adopted son, he did not report an urgency to visit with his 

adopted son (who is now an adult in military service) in the near future. John Calicott 

did not report any environments in which he either spends the night in the same home 

with minors or spends social or personal time with children or youth. 

RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 1: SEXUAL OFFENSES AGAINST MINORS 

RISK REDUCTION STRATEGY METHOD OF COMMENTS 
T-- ...... --T-.t. --T 

With a prudent companion who is present from Verification with 

the time he arrives until the time he leaves, John Community Support 

Calicott is permitted to spend time with families Network. 
who have minor children. This includes time in 

Oversight by Compliance 
their homes, his mother's home or in public 

places. Such contact must be disclosed and 
Supervisor. 

Unannounced 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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logged for review by his Compliance Supervisor. verification (telephone, 

John Calicott is prohibited at all times from being 
visits, GPS) of daily logs. 

alone with anyone under the age of 25. 

RISK REDUCTION STRATEGY METHOD OF VERIFICATION COMMENTS 

John Calicott is required to complete the 

"Request for Travel" in accordance with its 
Verification by 

timelines and procedures, prior to any trips or 
Compliance Supervisor. 

overnight stays away from the residence. 

John Calicott is required to log out his Verification by 

whereabouts on the ''Clergy Daily Log Sheet" Compliance Supervisor. 

daily as he leaves the Cardinal Stritch Retreat 

House. 

John Calicott is prohibited from exercising priestly Verification with 

ministry in all forms, including, but not limited to Community Support 

public celebration of mass, wearing the Roman Network. 

Collar or other symbols of ministry, wearing 
Oversight by Compliance 

clerical garb and being called "Father." (or any 
Supervisor. 

garb that denotes priesthood or ministry). 
Unannounced 

verification (telephone, 

visits) of daily logs. 

John Calicott will provide to his Compliance 

Supervisor a listing of the close friends and 
Com pie ti on of 

relatives who support him, including contact 
Community Support 

information, for the purpose of verifying his 
Network form 

adherence to the protocols and ensuring his 

ongoing support and accountability (to be 

submitted within 5 business days of 

Implementation of protocol). 

John Calicott is required to disclose all income- Verification by 

earning and volunteer work activities to his Compliance Supervisor. 

Compliance Supervisor. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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John Calicott is prohibited from viewing, 

downloading or otherwise possessing 

pornography or sexually explicit materials of any 

kind. 

Online chat. social networking involvement, and 

other internet relationships, as well as sites visited 

are subject to review by John Calicott's 

Compliance Supervisor for the first six months of 

the program. The need for ongoing review will be 

evaluated following this period of time. 

RISK REDUCTION STRATEGY 

John Calicott is permitted to stay overnight at his 

mother's home located at 

MS~, pending verification. John 

Calicott will not be permitted to stay in the home 

if anyone under the age of 25 routinely spends the 

night in the home. This protocol includes family 

members. 

John Calicott is prohibited from engaging in 

liturgy, or any aspect of parish community life at 

any parish in which he has served in ministry. 
Participation at any level in a Roman Catholic 

Parish must be disclosed to Compliance 
Supervisor. 

John Calicott is prohibited from communicating 

or contacting by telephone, email, birthday card, 

text or letter with anyone under the age of 25. 

John Calicott is prohibited from providing 

Verification by 

Archdiocesan or 

contracted Information 

Technology Personnel 

and Compliance 

Supervisor. 

Verification by 

Archdiocesan or 

contracted Information 

Technology Personnel 

and Compliance 

Supervisor. 
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METHOD OF VERIFICATION COMMENTS 

Verification with 

Community Support 

Network. 

Verification with 

Community Support 

Network. 

Unannounced 

verification (telephone, 

visits, GPS) of daily logs. 

Verification with 

Community Support 

Network. 

Unannounced 

verification (telephone, 

visits, GPS) of daily logs. 

Verification with 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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educational programs, working or volunteering 

with any organization that provides services to 

persons under the age of 25. 

Once established, John Calicott will be required 

Community Support 

Network. 

Unannounced 

verification (telephone, 

visits, GPS) of daily logs. 

Verification by 

to attend monthly meetings at the Cardinal Stritch Compliance Supervisor. 

Retreat house. 

Once established, John Calicott will be required Verification by Retreat 

to attend dinner and faith-sharing evenings at the Director. 

Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. 

John Calicott will meet every two weeks with his Verification by 

Compliance Supervisor at the residence in Compliance Supervisor. 

Mundelein. 

Verification by 

Compliance Supervisor. 
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RISK REDUCTION STRATEGY METHOD OF VEHIFICATION COMMENTS 

Verification by 

Compliance Supervisor. 

CONSEQUENCES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROTOCOLS. 

Depending on the gravity of the instance of non-compliance, any of the following 

consequences may apply: 

• Immediate polygraph to determine whether abuse may have occurred. 

• Restriction from travel. 

• Canonical action, up to and including involuntary removal from the priesthood. 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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SIGNATURES 

Signed: ~.-"-,,,;r'. ~ ~ 
Printed Name: fmett. · G:tJ;eJ~ 

SignatureofVicarforPriest:~r,11~~ Date: J-u. l-; UJor 
(2ev. I -\G(.,\_l r cp5pe { ~ 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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COMMITMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago has initiated a program of support and 

accountability for the priests of the Archdiocese who have been removed from ministry due to 

their sexual misconduct with minors. The program is voluntary in that a priest may choose to 

participate or may choose to leave the priesthood. John Calicott has expressed his desire to 

engage in this program, fully recognizing it will mean a significant increase in accountability and a 

decrease in his overall levels of privacy. This is seen as a positive sign, as openness to support and 

intervention by others is one of the essential components for long-term abstinence from sexual 

offending. 

The Archdiocese has asked John Calicott to identify the friends and family members who would be 

willing and able to offer support and accountability to him as he moves through his daily life. You 

were among those he identified. 

If you are willing to accompany John Calicott in this way, the following is asked of you: 

1. That you review John Calicott's history of allegations and substantiated offenses, 

2. That you review his Individual Specific Protocols, which tell you what he is permitted to do 

and what he is not, 

3. That you agree to support John Calicott through interrupting high-risk behaviors (such as 

his attempting to be alone with a minor) if they occur and informing his Compliance 

Supervisor of any other concerns or violations of the protocols, 

4. That you agree to on-going, open communication with John Calicott's Compliance 

Supervisor so that any problems may be identified and addressed before they become 

serious. 

I am personally grateful to you for considering what can only be considered a ministry to John 

Calicott and for the support you have offered him thus far. If, for any reason, you do not wish to 

participate in this program, please do not feel an obligation and please do not turn to the pages 
that follow which contain confidential information. If you would like to move forward with the 

commitment to participate, please indicate with your signature below. Once you have reviewed 

all of the information, you will have another opportunity to indicate your willingness to move 

forward. Thank you once again for considering this important work. 

Signature and date 

I have a commitment to support John Calicott in his personal program of wellness. I am willing and 

able to assist him in avoiding situations that could lead to further sexual misconduct and further 

harm to others, including misinterpretations of his behavior or false allegations of abuse. 

Signature and date 

Individual Specific Protocols 

AOC 011891 



11 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT NETWORK FOR JOHN CALICOTT 

Name Relationship Contact information 

Individual Specific Protocols 
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Please consider this a formal re~uest to make a ''Day Trip" with cellular 
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TRAVEL REQUEST FORM 
NOTE: This form must be submitted to Compliance Supervisor three weeks prior to 

planned departure. Traveling cleric to attach itinerary to travel request. 

ID the event of an emergency, cleric must contact Compliance Supervisor, Shawnte .Jenkins, 
prior to any unscheduled departure at 312-237-1606 (cell phone). 

_J_o_hn_C_al_ic_o_tt ___ [Naine of traveling cleric] is requesting permission to travel 

to Drury Lane Oakbrook Terrace, 100 Drury Lane - 630.530.0111 [destination address 

and contact phone number] from 03.06.09 [departure date] through 03.06.09 

[return date] for the purposes of_B_an_qu_e_t ______ [ reason for the trip i.e. vacation,. 

retreat] by means of SUV [mode oftransportationJ. The 
------------~ 

traveling cleric will be chaperoned by_c_e_ll~p_h_o_n_e _______ (name of chaperone 

and relationship to cleric]. The Compliance Supervisor may contact the chaperone at the 

following phone number prior to departure--· 

The identified chaperone is aware of the traveling cleric's restrictions and 

has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of the traveling 

cleric during the aforementioned time frame, as well as assuring that the traveling cleric 

will be spending the identified overnights in the same residence as him/her. Identified 

chaperone also accepts the responsibility of intervenin~ in any observed inappropriate 

behavior with minors and reporting to Compliance Supervisor. 

1. Contacts with minors by the traveling cleric must be in the presence of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations incompatible with a priestly 

lifestyle are to be avoided and reported to Compliance Supervisor. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

traveling cleric over the aforementioned time period of travel. 

3. As previously noted, the date ofretum to the traveling cleric's residence has been 

scheduled for 03.06.09 [aforementioned return date]. However, due to 

weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In the 

AOC 011895 



'event of such a circumstallce, should.the original plans be changed, please contact the 

595 (office) or 312.237.1606 (cell phone). 

Authorization for Travel 

Approved / 
If approved, information regarding verifications: ---------------

Den.led 

If denied, reason for denial of travel request: ----------------

Compliance Supervisor Si~ature~~ Date: . (p {1 / Q f 

· A copy of this document will be provided to the cleric. The original will be placed in the cleric's file 
in the Office for the Protection of Children and Young People and a copy will be placed in the cleric's 
file in the Vicar for Priests' Office. 

Revised 6/12/08 
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Memo 
To: John Calicott 

From: Shawnte Jenkins, Compliance Supervisor 

CC: File 

Date: 5/28/2009 

Re: Day Trip request 

Archdiocese of 
Chicago 

I have received your fax requesting a "Day Trip" on June 3rc1. Please use the "Travel Request Form" to 
submit "Day Trip" requests and complete all fields. Once I receive the completed "Travel Request 
Form" I will send back to you the approval/denial of your request for your records. Feel free to contact 
me if you have any questions. 
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Name: John Calicott Assessed: June 4, 2009 

Assessor: Shawnte Jenkins Purpose: initial assessment 

There are seven items that are scored on the ACUTE. They are as follows: 
1. Victim Access 

2. Hostility 

3. Sexual Pre-Occupation 

4. Rejection of Supervision 

s. Emotional Collapse 

6. Collapse of Social Supports 

7. Substance Abuse 

Questions for Item 1. Victim Access 
• What have you been doing for fun since we last met? 

"basically watching movies and genolological research 

' .'/ 

• Who have you spent time with since our last meeting two weeks ago? (if he has trouble 

remembering, bring out the sign-out sheets) 

"Uhmm my brother, my sister, my mother,- you the guys here and my God son was 

here too. One of his best friends got married I went to the wedding, Fr. Tuite. 

• Tell me about times when you have encountered children in the past two weeks. 

"I don't run in circles with children, there were kids at the weddings, there are kids in stores. 

My grand daughter was not here. I talked to my great nephew on Memorial Day he just 

graduated high school he may be 18 I consider him a kid. 



Questions for Item 2. Hostility 
• Tell me about the most pleasant conversation you've had with someone since the last 

time we met. 

Just talking with my son and God son and his friend- at the wedding. 

• Since we last met, when were you to most irritated? Tell me about that. 

The prayer and penance program irritates me. This guy gave me the finger in traffic. I think it 

was my fault I did I didn't see him I think I cut him off I deserved it. 

• How did you handle being so irritated? 

I deserved it so nothing just said god bless him 

• Did any of the events involve women? 

no 

Questions for Item 3. Sexual Preoccupation 
• Since we last met, have you found yourself thinking about sexual matters? 

"I don't pay attention I don't keep track I think about sex though everybody does 

• Sometimes people find themselves thinking about sexual things when things in their life 

have gone wrong. Does this ever happen to you? 

Not really that I can recall I usually focus on what is going wrong 

Questions for Item 4. Rejection of supervision 
• Scored by the Compliance Supervisor 
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Questions for Item 5. Emotional Collapse 
• What is the best you have felt since we last met? 

"Probably memorial day with my family sitting around swapping lies 

• What is the worst you have felt since we last met? What caused this? What did you do 

about it? 

"in the emergency room with my mom" 

• How have you been feeling since we last met? 

Okay, fine I'm an up beat person 

Questions for Item 6. Collapse of Social Supports 

no 

• Let's talk about the people who are closest to you, have there been any changes with 

them since we last me? (Use the Community Support System if he doesn't begin to talk 

about them). 

• What are your plans for the weekend? What did you do last weekend? 

Hopefully rest. To stay up here, hopefully nothing. I'm going to the Congo Theater with Fr. 

Tuiite on Friday. 

The weekend from Hell when I moved my mom in and was in the ER with her. 

• We want to be sure you continue to have positive relationships. Have you met anyone 

new in the past couple of weeks? 

You always meet people new. I never had a problem making friends. 

Questions for Item 7. Substance Abuse 
- • Are you taking any medications that were prescribed by a doctor? What are they? How 

much? 
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I'm not a big meditation person. I'm not a drug person. 

• How much have you had to drink since our last meeting? 

"Uhhh I guess maybe two rum and cokes" 

The last time you were drinking, who was it with? 

"Was with my family at memorial day I think it was" 

-

I 

I 

I 
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Rev. Vincent Costello 
Vicar for Priests' Office 
980 N. Michigan 
Suite# 1525 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Vince, 

10 June 2009 

Please consider this a formal request to review any and all of my records and files regarding, 
pertaining to and relevant to the accusations placed against me by 
and 

I:,.; :i ''[;'\' \. :··.'· ,; ; : ; : : ( • • ~ '. ; I ' ( : 

~ :. < • • ,. "': i • 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Vicar for Priests · 980 N. Michigan, Suite 1525 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 534-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

John Calicott 
Post Office Box 455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Dear John, 

July 1, 2009 

First of all, please allow me to apologize for not responding more quickly to your 
letter, dated June 10, 2009. Unfortunately, my desk is often awash with paper, and I 
:frequently start one project only to be interrupted and asked to start another. 

It is my hope that within the next few days I will have a 
clearer picture of what we will be able to share with you . 

. 
Sincer~ yours, 
(0-v(_!/~~ 
Rev. Vincent F.C~ 
Co-Vicar for Priests 
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IL@t2bo9}teah MccTUskex - Re: Caficoft 

From: 
To: 
CC: 
Date: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Hi All, 

Leah McCluskey 
Leonatti, Janet; Welter, Daniel 
O'Malley, John 
817/2009 8:53 AM 
Re: Calicott 
Leah McCluskey.vcf 

""=--

I just re-checked the Calicott file yesterday and unfortunately did not see the memo in question. 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: (312) 534-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
infonnation that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender 
of this e-mail. Thank you. 

»> Janet Leonatti 817/2009 8:47 AM>» 
Hi Dan, 

Jan 

Janet E. Leonatti 
Legal Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
j leonatti@archchicago.org 
312534-8319 

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
infonnation that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender 
of this e-mail. Thank you. 
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TRAVEL REQUEST FORM 
NOTE~ This fonn must be submitted to Compliance Supervisor three weeks prior to 

planned departure. Traveling cleric to attach itinerary to iravel request. 

Ill tbe event of an emeqeaey, clertc must contact Compliance Supenrbor, Shawnte Jeok.lm, 
prior to any unscheduled departure at 312-237~1606 (c:t!ll phone). 

_J_o_lm_C_ali_'c_o_tt __ [Name of traveling cleric] is requesting permission to travel 

l!!ll!ll!!ll!!ll~----- [destination address 

and contact phone number] from 04.09.09 (departure date] through 04.09.09 

(return date] for the purposes of Assisting sister ( reason for the trip i.e. vacation, 

retreat] by means of._~ ___ SlN ______ ~[mode of transportationJ. The 

traveling gleric will be chaperoned by~cc_l_l ~pho_n_e _______ (name ofc:haper~ 

md relationship to cleric]. The Compliance Supervisor may contact the chaperone at the 

following phone number prior to departure.-__. 

The identified chaperone is aware of the traveling cleric's restrictions and 

has aCQepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of the traveling 

cleric dW"ing the aforementioned time frame, as well as assuring that the tra~eling cleric 

will be spending the identified ovemights in the same residence as him/her. Identified 

chaperone also accepts the responsibility of intervening in any observed inappropriate 

behavior with minors and reporting to Compliance Supervisor. 

I. Contacts with minors by the traveling cleric must be in the presence of the identified 

chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations incompatible with a priestly 

lifestyle are to be avoided and reported to Complian~ Supervisor. 

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of 

traveling cleric over the aforementioned time period of travel. 

3. As previously noted, the date of retum to the traveling cleric's residence has been 

scheduled for 04.09.09 [aforementioned return date]. However, due to · 

weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be changed. In tho 

V'Jd9L: L 600L 'L l ·~n~ 
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, AutborlzatioLavel 

Approved 

~-uld the original plans be changed, please contact the 

If approved, infonnation regarding verifications: ---------~----

Denied 

If denied, reason for denial of travel request: ---------------

Compllollce Supervisor Signature: Jii1tuvdl. ~ Date: q~ /o'J 

A copy or this document wUI be provided to tbe cleric. The original will be placed In the cleric's file 
in the Office for the Protection of Children and Young People and a copy will be placed In the cleric's 
file iu tbe Vicar tor Priests' omce. 

Revised 6/12/08 

L'r.iiiii!alri!llllll!&lii£ 'd-mG 6 l 9 ·o Nliiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii._.•a s no H i -ea J p ~ 4 J l ! J l S l -e u ! p n :Jiiiiimim~d 9G : L ii6 0 0 G . L l ·2 n v~iiiiiiiiiiiiml 
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I C!Q{.?ll?QQ~LL_e~b_IV!c<;luskey - M_~n_y_-a_&_s_N_A_P _______ -'-------"---'-"'-'-'---'--'--..=-o_'-'====-==--=-P= __ a=g=e"--'1 'I 

From: 
To: 
CC: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Colleen Dolan 
Lago, Jimmy 
Burritt, Susan; 
10/27/2009 10:14 AM 
Manya & SNAP 

Archdiocese ousts accused molester from priesthood 
October 27, 2009 8:57 AM I 1 Comment 

McCluskey, Leah; 

A Roman Catholic priest who previously was removed from public ministry because of credible allegations of sexual 
misconduct with children has now been removed from the priesthood, the Archdiocese of Chicago said today. 

John Calicott was removed from ministry at Holy Angels Parish on the South Side in the mid-1990s over abuse allegations 
from two men. Later, a third man filed a civil lawsuit alleging Calicott abused him. 

Calicott has never been charged criminally. 

Today, one of his accusers, welcomed the archdiocese's action. "We feel it's a vindication that they finally 
acknowledged what we are saying is the truth," he said. 

Barbara Dorris, outreach director of Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP) said: "Fifteen years after being 
removed from ministry for molesting boys, church officials have finally defrocked this dangerous predator." 

"Cardinal George's responsibility doesn't end here," she continued. "Catholic officials can't recruit, educate, ordain, hire, 
transfer and shield predator priests, then when the heat gets too intense, deny any responsibility for them. It's crucial that 
George use his considerable resources to aggressively reach out to others who were hurt by Calicott and warn others who 
could still be hurt by Calicott." 

--Manya Brachear 

Share this story: 
Twitter Facebook Email 

Recommend this? [?] 

Colleen H. Dolan 
Director of Communication & Public Relations 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
312.534.8289 
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8 NEWS WI ONf.~l)AV, ul TOillR 28. 2009 
CHICAuO SUN l IM[S 

ncvc.1 v cu 

Church defrocks popular ex-priest accused of abuse 
Five years after be waa removed 

from public miniBtry amid llllt!p
tiolld of sexual misconduct with 
children, former Roman Catholic 
priest John Calic..-oll bas been de
frocked, the Archdiocese of 

Chicago said TueBday. ministry in 1994, after two men said 
be bad ahuaed them when they 
were teenagen. Bernardin rein
stated Calicott in 1996 at the urging 
of parisbioners at Holy Auce1s in 
the Bronzeville neigbborbood. 

He was ofticially laicized by the 
Vatican Monday, the archdiocese 
said. 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin re-
moved the popular Calicott from 

WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 28. 2009 I SECTION 1 I CHICAGO TRIBUNE 13 

Priest in 1994 abuse case ousted I 
Vatican orders 
c:x-pastor removed 
from priesthood 

Punished:. fo~vtm, then · 
punisru!d again. . 

The 1&-year saaa of a South 
Side priest expelled from 
public minis~ 'reinstated, 
then remowd again ended 
this week with hJa penna· 
nent ouster from the priest
hood. 

John Calicott. the former 
pastor of Holy AQ88ls Roman 
Catholic Church in Chl
ca~o·s Bronzeville neighbor
hood, received word earlier 
th is month that he is no 
longer a member of the 
cteiu the Archdiocese uf 
Chicago said Tuesdalt citing 
a decree from the Vatican's 
Congre~tion for the Ooc· 
trine of the F"dith. 

The Vatican decree caps an 
arduous and drcuitous jour
ney since allegations first 
surfaced Ul 1994 that Calicott 
abused two teena"ers during 

his first assignment at SL 
Ailbe Catholic Church on the 
dty's South Side. 

"We feel it's a vindication 
that they finally acknowl· 
edged what we are saying is 
the truth," said ••• -now 46, one of 
the boys allegedly 
abused by Calicott. 
Calicott. who could 
not be reached for 
comment Tuetldq 
was initially placed 
on leave in April 1994 

:i~en-
carne~ c:.tlcott 
sexual abuse allega-
tions dating to 1976. At the 
time of the allegations, Cali· 
cott admitted to "miscon
duct," but called it isolated 
and insisted and he was not a 
threat to children. 

A year later. after parish
ioners pleaded for Callcott's 
return. Cardinal Joseph Ber
nanlln made an exception to 
his policy barring priests 
removed for sexual mlscon
du"'t with minors from re
turning to parish ministr): 

But in ~ America's 
bishops adopted a zero-toler
ance policy that ordered the 
removal of all priests from 

ministry for a single 
credible allegation 
of sexual abuse. Car-
dinal Francis 
George remowd 
Calicott again. 

Two years later. 
Holy Angels invited 
Calicott to the parish 
school to lecture stu
dents on issues in-
cluding sexualitle He 

also liwd part time at the 
rectory despite orders from 
George to llYe at Mundelein 
Seminar)t George rebuked 
him and petitioned the Vati
can for a speedy canonical 
trial to determine Calicott's 
status as a priest 

During his deposition, 
Calicott denied the allega
tions. But after a review by a 
three-judge panel and a sec· 
ond review at Callcott's re
quest, he was removed. 

lo 2002, Cardinal Fnmci.s Georg\! 
removed him under a. new church 
law that barred priests with past al
legations of sexual abuse from pub
lic minimy. 

Choyl V. Jot:Gon 

. ' 
. ,; JlWNJ:WYORK~ '11JF.SD~.,:. OCTO~~.Zl.,~ 

... World Briefi~ . 
.,. • • • • • -f • • ·' ·' "'·~ • ,, 

tlJJROPI .' / · ., .. 
r ,• 

AJel)f5 C/y;s 
Oct cJ6e r ;;i.f/;;? oo er 
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Former South Side pastor accused of abuse ousted from priesthood - chicagotribune.com 

www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-pri9removedoct28,0,6244436.story e 
chicagotribune.com 

Page 1 of2 

Former South Side pastor accused of abuse ousted from priesthood 

Vatican decree is latest step in case stemming from 1994 charges 

By Manya A. Brachear 

Tribune reporter 

October 28, 2009 

Punished, forgiven, then punished again. 

The 15-year saga of a South Side priest expelled from public ministry, 
reinstated, then removed again ended this week with his permanent 
ouster from the priesthood. 

John Calicott, the former pastor of Holy Angels Roman Catholic 
Church in Chicago's Bronzeville neighborhood, received word earlier 
this month that he is no longer a member of the clergy, the Archdiocese 
of Chicago said Tuesday, citing a decree from the Vatican's 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

The Vatican decree caps an arduous and circuitous journey since 
allegations first surfaced in 1994 that Calicott abused two teenagers 
during his first assignment at St. Ailbe Catholic Church on the city's 
South Side. 

It's all 
about you. 

"We feel it's a vindication that they finally acknowledged what we are saying is the truth," said now 
46, one of the boys allegedly abused by Calicott. Calicott, who could not be reached for comment Tuesday, was 
initially placed on leave in April 1994 when and came forward with sexual abuse allegations 
dating to 1976. At the time of the allegations, Calicott admitted to "misconduct," but called it isolated and insisted and 
he was not a threat to children. 

A year later, after parishioners pleaded for Calicott's return, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin made an exce tion to his policy 
barring priests removed for sexual misconduct with minors from returning to parish ministry. 

But in 2002, America's bishops adopted a zero-tolerance policy that ordered the removal of all priests from ministry for 
a single credible allegation of sexual abuse. Cardinal Francis George removed Calicott again. 

Two years later, Holy Angels invited Calicott to the parish school to lecture students on issues including sexuality. He 
also lived part time at the rectory despite orders from George to live at Mundelein Seminary. George rebuked him and 
petitioned the Vatican for a speedy canonical trial to determine Calicott's status as a priest. 

. 
During his deposition, Calicott denied the allegations. But after a review by a three-judge panel and a second review at 
Calicott's request, he was removed. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-priest_ removedoct28,0,4193 512,print.story 10/28/2009 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION/CHANGE FORM/PAYROL~~i5-'[~e_ ,~ 

ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS A~ 
.:?iood63 
Employee Number Last Name, First, Midd1E0itia1 

Active FIT __ Active PIT Active PIT Benefits Position --------------

Ordination Date Transfer to P.C. Date Transfer from Agency/Parish/School# ____ _ 

Dept. Name __________ _ 

Pay through payroll 
Regular Salary 
(Compensation Book) 
Other: Type 

Total through Payroll 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

No. Agency No. 

Effective Date: 

Non-Payroll Compensation 
Type 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Total Non-Payroll $ 

Comments __________________________________ _ 

Birth Date _____ _ EEOC: OM __ PR __ OC __ SW __ SL __ ADM __ Other __ Veteran __ 

Home Phone _______ _ Work Phone ________ _ Handicap: Yes ____ No. ___ _ 

Mailing Address __________________________________ _ 

Street, City, State, Zip Code 

Dental Insurance: Yes_ No_ Name of Dental Plan ______________________ _ 

Payroll Direct Deposit: Yes_ No_Forms attached: Yes_ No_Federal/State Taxes: Yes_ No_ Forms attached: Yes_ No_ 

Defined Contribution Plan (AETNA) Yes__ No __ Amount per year$ __________ _ 

TRANSFERS - EFFECTIVE DATE _0---=cn ..... Mu.........__~)'-----'.::li"'-'o~l.....;;;;dl.~CJ'-"'o""-9---------

Transfer From----------------
To _________________ ._~~ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency # Personnel Services - Interim Salary# 

Transfer From __ l...::6:....11../-=5:'-"':1.._-__._/""'0'-L/_,__,_~r-J _____ _ 
Personnel Services =Interim Salary# 

To ________________ _ 

Name Parish #, School #, or Agency # 

Transfer From---------------- To -----------------? e / LocaJion ) 
Reason d/~4;;(?(/b{(.. _ 

Location 
Termination/Resignation/Date __________ _ 

c!-£2 I/ It /P/ 
Department Director/Date ' Director, Human Resources/Date 

C~ncellorf.D'afe Director, Personnel Services/Date 

Original: Payroll Yellow: Human Resources Pink: Agency Gold: Benefits 
Rev. 5104 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Canonical Services 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

-·--....... 

Memo 
( 0 p y 

To: Francis Cardinal George OMI 

/ 
CC: Rev. John Canary, Rev. John Collins, Rev. Vince Costello; Ms. Colleen 

Dolan; Ms. Carol Fowler, Mr. Jimmy Lago, Ms. Leah McCluskey, Mr. John 
O'Malley, Ms. Jan Slattery. 

From: Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic - ~ 
Date: November 11 , 2009 

Re: Calicott return to the lay state (Prot. No. 67/2008) 

A definitive sentence with a penalty was give on September 18, 2009 by the Apostolic Tribunal of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith adjudicating on appeal, in 2nd Instance, the penal case in 
which John W. Calicott was the accused, the reus. The Apostolic Tribunal was 'hosted' by the 
Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Detroit. 

The Apostolic Tribunal confirmed the sentence and the penalty of the Tribunal of 151 Instance, the 
Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Chicago. That is, John W. Calicott was found guilty of the 
offenses and the penalty of 'dismissal from the clerical state' was imposed on him [c. 292]. The penalty 
is effective from the moment of the decision of the judges in 2nd Instance. Although he had knowledge 
of it in an undocumented fashion from early October of 2009, on Thursday, November 5, 2009 I 
published the text of the decision to him. Before reading it, he signed the Agreement of Confidentiality 
and took the Oath of Secrecy; such a condition for his review of the sentence had been imposed by the 
Apostolic Tribunal. In accord with Article 23, 1° of Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela, the matter is now 
res iudicata. The penalty does not include a dispensation from celibacy; however, he is no longer 
bound by the obligations of the clerical state (e.g., ecclesiastical garb [c. 284), the Liturgy of the Hours 
[c. 117 4, § 1]) and he loses all the rights of the clerical state (e.g., sustenance [c. 1350]). 

Earlier, John Calicott stated that his own Canonical Advocate, the Rev. Michael Joyce CM, was now 
too busy to assist him. In order to understand the juridic nature of a res iudicata, I suggested that he 
contact another canonist who has worked as an advocate for accused clerics, the Rev. Paul Golden 
CM. He contacted Fr. Golden, who later told me that he had tried to make it clear to him that an appeal 
against a res iudicata was pointless. Nevertheless, after he had read the sentence, Calicott indicated 
that he was considering an appeal and had made initial contact with another canonist through 'Opus 
Bono Sacerdotii'. I told him that the only appeal was personally to the Holy Father though the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. I further told him that he would be asking for a restitution in 
integrum, which is granted only when the injustice of the sentence is clearly established; it is not 
granted for minor procedural irregularities that may be sanated by the CDF nor is it granted because 
the petitioner disagrees with the manner in which the judges have weighed the proofs and their 
decision [c. 1645). 

I also told him that an attempt to appeal a res iudicata does not suspend the execution of this sentence; 
the execution of this sentence has already begun [c. 1647, §1]. I made it clear to him that the 
Archdiocese would not pay any future bills rendered by a canonist whose services he sought. 
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MATERIALS SENT TO VARIOUS AGENCIES WHEN A PRIEST 
.LEAVES ACTIVE MINISTRY 

· To the Chancellor's Office: 
.bllf ~ Letter ofresignation 
Pill!i.• Letter of resignation of pastorate, if a pastor 
~~· Acceptance letter from the Cardinal 
~ Copy of Exit Agreement 

QU.e Copy of Request for Laicization 
yr Copyo-

• · Escrow, if applicable 
O~J'.Ae Annuity, if applicable 

T~l-¥fear /J11A {;Ja.(-ier-
.~ ~ • Request for laicization 

To the Vicar's File: 
• All of the above . 

· • Notation for notification of termination of auto and health insurance 
• Copy ofW9 

To Vicar General, Episcopal Vicar and Placement Board 
twA • · Copy of resignation letter · 

To PRMAA and Risk Management . . 
v • Information about health and auto insurance, i.e. termination dates 

To Human Resources 
• W9 signed form 

Vicar's office: 
• Call Priest Placement and PRMAA to delete from mailing list. 
• Notify Personnel Services . 
• Notify resigned priest one month prior to termination of auto and health 

msurance. 
• Notify Risk Management & PRMAA at the time of termination. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-534-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

·Very Rev. John Canary, Vicar General 
· Rev. John Collins, Vicar for Priests 
· Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 
.. Colleen Dolan, Communications and Public Relations 
·Carol Fowler, Personnel Services 

J Rev. Jeffrey Grob, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vtvtatt Hunnicutt, Assistance Ministry 
· Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
. Very Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Canonical Services f\J 
Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revi~ 

[PFR- 13) Calicott, Rev. John (Laicized)~ 

May 18, 2010 

Attached, please find a copy of a new allegation forwarded to the Office for Child Abuse 
Investigations and Review today. 

Please advise this office of any information you may have in your files regarding the 
former Rev. John Calicott and/or 

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent 
to this case to my attention within 5 business days of receipt of this memorandum. 

Please contact me at (312) 534-5205 or lmccluskey@archchicago.org with any questions or 
concerns regarding this matter. 

Cc: J-Review Board Chair 
·John O'Malley, Office of Legal Services 
. Jan Slattery, Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Attachment 
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,_(5/18/2010) Leah McCluskey - Re: Phone Call from 05-17-1 O 

From: Leah McCluskey 
To: 
CC: 

Hibben, Jennifer; Hunnicutt, Matthew 
Robinson, Ruth 

Date: 5/18/2010 10:59 AM 
Subject: Re: Phone Call from 05-17-10 
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vcf 

Hi Matt, 

Thank you for the information about As per your e-mail, I will not contact at this time. I will 
wait to hear again from you and/or directly if he decides that he would like to schedule a time to meet and 
formalize his allegation against the former Rev. John Calicott. In the interim, I will open a file and circulate a PCAC 
memo. 

Thank you. 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: (312) 534-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender 
of this e-mail. Thank you. 

»>Matthew Hunnicutt 5/17/2010 4:42 PM»> 
Leah, 

I just spoke with a man who identified himself as - He stated that he was abused by John Calicott when 
he was minor at St. Albe's. He gave no other details regarding the abuse. asked for referrals for therapy, 
and I provided him with three options. I informed him that there is a specific office and process for formalizing his 
allegation. He said that he would contact me for specific details on formalizing should he decide to do so. •••I 
stated his phone number is He thanked me for assisting him with the therapy. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Matt Hunnicutt, M.A., L.C.S.W. 
Director 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
(312) 534-8267 

Page 1 I 
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lr(5f24/2010J Leah McCluskey-Re:r=~-------e--. ___________ P_a--=g_eJ]__.J1 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Hi Sr. Pat, 

Leah McCluskey 
Cummings, Miriam Patrick 
5/24/2010 1:50 PM 
Re: •• 
Leah McCluskey.vcf 

Thank you very much for the information. 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: (312) 534-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable Jaw. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender 
of this e-mail. Thank you. 

» > Miriam Patrick Cummings 5/24/20 I 0 I :43 PM » > 
In respo~emo of 5/18/10 we do have files on Rev. John Calicott. However, the only information we 
have on --is from your office. 

Sister Pat 

Sister Pat Cummings 
Associate Director 
Vicar for Priests 
312-534-1837 
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• e 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Legal Services 

John C. O'Malley 
Director 
jomalley@archchicago.org 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Ms. Shauna Boliker 
Chief, Criminal Prosecutions Bureau 
State's Attorney of Cook County 
2650 South California, Room I I 036 
Chicago, Illinois 60608 

Dear Ms. Boliker: 

RE: 

t 
June 16, 20 IO 

Our File #10 SC 036 
Date of Birth: Unknown 
Date of Incident: Unknown 
Location of Incident: St. Ailbe 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 534-5379 

Fa\f~>(!4E2j\( ED 

JUN ~ li 2010 
ARCHDIOW:i~ Uf CHlt:AGO 
OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE 

INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW 

Please be advised that the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse 
Investigations and Review has received an allegation from that he was sexually 
abused as a minor by Fr. John Calicott. There is no further information available. The alleged 
abuse occurred at St. Ailbe parish. Fr. Calicott is laicized. 

If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let 
me know. 

JCOM:dd 

cc: Ms. Leah McCluskey~ 
Mr. James A. Serritella 

Very truly yours, 

~£'!!:1S 
Director of Legal Services 

Ms. Dixie Peterson, DCFS Counsel 

SC Di rs\ I OSC036\SANotificationRe-
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-534-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

MEMORANDUM 

FIL£ COPY 
To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: December 9, 2010 

On May 28, 2010, this office received a communication from Matt Hunnicutt of the 
Office of Assistance Ministry that reported that John Calicott sexually 
abused him when he was a minor. 

Due to the fact that 180 days has passed since -s report that John Calicott 
sexually abused him, and that this office has not received any contact about this matter 
from-or anyone on his behalf, this matter is considered to be inactive at this 
time. 

Received 
DEC 132010 

Office Of th 
Chancel/ore 
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August 10, 2012 

Bl.ACK CATiiOLlC DEACONS OF CHlCAGO 
3847 S. GILES AVE. 
CHlCAGO, ll 60653 

773-933-0027 
deacongill@sbcglobal.net 

MEETING NOTES-August 1, 2012 ( ML'jEJ<. f!'£N11fii'<) 

On Wednesday, August 1, 2012, the Black Catholic Deacons (BCD) of Chicago hosted a dialog to 

discuss the issues and concerns within the communities of Vicariates Ill and VI. The following 

attended: 

Mike Ahlstrom Abelardo Gabriel Andrew Lyke Greg Shumpert 

Vicar, Diaconate Community St. Anselm Office for Black Catholics St. Agatha 
Thomas Belanger LeRoy T. Gill, Jr. Thulani Magwaza Tom Walsh 
St. Phillip Neri Holy Angels St. Sabina Holy Trinity H.S./St Agatha 

Rameau Buissereth Teresa Pennix Gill William McKinnis Dexter Watson 
Our Lady of Peace Holy Angels St Columbanus St Malachy 

~~ohn Calicott 3 1) Wallace Harris Harold Neiman Robin Watson 

sacred HeartS( 3oi..tJ3. St Dorothy St. Sabina St Malachy 
Alfred Coleman Tom Jackson Anita Owens Paul Whittington 
St Basil Visitation Holy Name of Mary Office for Black Catholics St Benedict the African West 
Roscoe Dixon Merv Johnson William Pouncy 
St. Joachim Holy Angels St Martin De Porres 
Carol Dixon Mike Knotek Frank Sasso 
St. Joachim St Columbanus St Thaddeus 

Deacon Greg Shumpert facilitated the meeting and introduced the topic: Prescription 4 Change 

- Addressing social issues facing our communities/families in Vicariate Ill & VI. The purpose of 

the meetings is to listen to the varying concerns from priests, deacons and wives regarding 

issues within the communities they serve. Many of the same issues and challenges defined as 

serious problems over a decade and a half ago continue to plague our communities. 

Deacon Alfred Coleman shared that the challenges of our communities are on-going and that 

individuals, groups, parishes, have worked to deal with the concerns through various initiatives. 

He asked that all present be open to new ideas and options for the solutions to our issues. As 
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individuals the challenges seem overwhelming - the mission is such that we need to work in 

solidarity to address the concerns of our people. 

Are we stuck by the magnitude of the challenges? What's going on in our communities? 

Deacon LeRoy Gill began the conversation stating that the BCD of Chicago began focusing on 

the problem of violence in November 2009. As Deacons, we felt that we were not doing enough 

as a church and were compelled to gather initiatives of others who were working to tackle this 

issue of violence in concrete ways. Currently, the Black Catholic Deacons of Chicago are hosting 

lakefront prayer services on several beaches. These services help to unify our communities in 

prayer and hopes of bringing change through awareness and community involvement. Even 

though there is support for the prayer services, and fairly good attendance, our beaches are not 

overflowing with church participation. Our hope is that we move our communities not only in 

prayer but also to action. What can we do collectively to bring about change? 

Fr. Tom Walsh highlighted that there are many faces of violence - domestic, emotional, verbal, 

street, and gun violence to name a few. Our youth have learned attitudes accepting aggressive 

behavior as appropriate. The more they are exposed to violent and immoral behaviors in their 

homes, in the media, and in their neighborhoods, the higher the risk for them to act out what 

they see. For example, how do we help our youth understand that selling drugs is immoral? 

We must address the root causes. We are the advocates for the communities we serve. 

Additionally, let's consider gathering issues/concerns/thoughts/ideas from youth by having a 

listening session - just sit and listen to what they have to share. 

Deacon Gill stated that our youth need more support - they have troubling issues going in their 

home life. Maybe we need to place greater focus on outreach to the youth and parents in our 

schools, churches and surrounding communities. 

Andrew Lyke reminded that that family is the vital basic cell of the church. We are not doing 

what we need to do to strengthen the home. We feed our church families on Sunday but it is 
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not enough for the rest of the week. The Office for Black Catholics is creating a Family Resource 

Center which will identify workshops that provide skills/instruction that strengthen families, 

i.e., positive parenting skills, healthy relationships for couples, career exploration and lifestyle 

choices, expenditure decision making, and money management. 

Fr. Abelardo Gabriel stated that there is violence in the home. Children need a safe haven, a 

safe place where they are free to talk and someone that cares will listen to them. We need to 

listen to our children demonstrating care and compassion, creating an environment to help 

them to feel like they belong. Additionally, men play an important role with our children. 

Fr. Mike Ahlstrom shared that youth need healthy self-esteem and he has witnessed the 

positive impact of a program called "Teen Power" which helps to boost self-confidence. Self

esteem is the key to life-long success and achievement. When teens feel bad about themselves 

they are more likely to engage in high-risk behaviors and make choices that are self-sabotaging 

and counterproductive. Add to that, the task of adolescent social development - many teens 

have a tough time feeling good about themselves. Having a program that helps youth learn 

strategies and exercises to build healthy self-esteem increase their level of confidence and 

uncover their strengths would be beneficial. Help them have a feeling of self worth. 

Fr. Mike Knotek- Suggested that we intentionally create relationships within the communities 

by showing our presence - Fr. Kotech walks through the community and introduces himself. 

Invite the Deacons/Clergy to walk and show a presence in the communities in which we serve. 

Fr. Knotek noted that the Lakefront Prayers services have brought about awareness. 

Deacon William Pouncy highlighted that our youth need to be inspired by our sermons. Many 

of the sermons do not engage our youth or are un-relatable to the issues and concerns they 

may have. He also mentioned the success of the "Peace Corner" which is a safe haven on the 

Westside. The Peace Corner is an alternative to gangs and drugs. The Peace Corner provides 

tutoring, athletics, academic enrichment, and opportunities for youth to connect with other . 
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youth in a positive way. The Peace Corner offers services that help youth stay on a positive 

track and provides legal services, transportation assistance, mediation support, conflict 

resolution support, housing referrals, neutral ground, and ex-juvenile detention services. 

Deacon Pouncy suggested that we solicit corporations to donate funds to help our youth for 

initiatives such as the peace corner. 

Fr. Tom Belanger spoke about having an intergenerational exchange between the elders and 

youth of different denominations. Bring the elders together with the young adults and youth 

from various faith based churches i.e., Baptist, Methodist, etc., to discuss and develop a 

community based plan for addressing the issues and concerns of the community. 

Deacon Dexter Watson spoke to the systemic racial injustices that still plague our communities. 

Unemployment is still an issue in our communities. There needs to be employment 

opportunities for our youth. 

Fr. Frank Sasso shared that there are families that feel ashamed to come forward with their 

problems, such as having a family member who is incarcerated. How do we encourage the 

people in our communities to share their concerns and needs so that we can help them directly 

or gain access to the resources needed to address their problems and provide solutions? 

Deacon Wallace Harris stated that kids sometimes don't trust adults. We are living in times 

where even if someone knows who has victimized them, they may not tell. We must begin to 

empower our youth - showing mutual respect, encouraging self-confidence and self esteem. 

Deacon William McKinnis spoke about the loss of moral values in our society today and began 

with issues surrounding corporate controls and immoral legislation affecting our communities. 

Misconduct of the financial industry no longer surprises most Americans and corporate 

wrongdoing is becoming routine. Corporations have lost their moral compass and our 

communities are suffering because of it. There are many issues which could and should be 
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addressed through legislation. The corruption isn't happening in one part of our country ... or in 

one type of institution. It is happening across the landscape of our society, in almost every 

institution. It's a kind of moral decay ... a kind of greed ... a kind of desperate grasp for power ... 

and it's destroying us. Some of the biggest factors in the decline of our communities are the 

link between welfare, education, crime, and politics. There is something fundamentally unfair 

about the huge "wealth gap" between the poorest Americans and the wealthiest. There is 

something fundamentally unfair with our public education system when our youth are not 

achieving academically and lack resources, and access to camps and enrichment activities. 

There is something fundamentally wrong with the privatization of prisons for profit. There is 

something fundamentally wrong when the NRA influences our politics. Too, we need to 

encourage good citizenship, moral values and political responsibility. Other issues for future 

discussion are unemployable - ex-offenders, work ethics, school expulsion, training - skilled 

labor, mental healthcare, gun control/assault weapons. Where is the Black Catholic 

communities' voice in the Archdioceses? 

Fr. Tom Jackson asks can we be all things to all people - does the community trust or look to the 

Catholic Church only for social services and suggests that the group focus on specific goals. 

@nn~ggests that the group will likely be more successful if focused on a single goal 

and to include young adults in these discussions. 

Fr. Paul Whittington recommends we break Into sub groups to address more than one goal. 

Fr. Larry Dowling, St. Agatha was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following 

suggestions/comments: 

1) In terms of the ongoing violence on the streets, I think we need to find ways to establish 
Safe Havens with activities for youth and young adults. Since CPS has pulled back from funding 
these initiatives and on the Culture of Calm initiatives, there is a greater need for the churches, 
Catholic and non-Catholic, to respond. 

2) We also need to find ways to engage the Catholic community outside of the areas with the 
most violence. I think many people want to help, but they don't know what to do. Concrete 
suggestions would be helpful. · 
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3) I do think it's time for the Cardinal to do a pastoral letter on anti-violence. We need a call to 
consciousness of all Catholics in the archdiocese as to how we participate, consciously and often 
unknowingly, in 'violence' that encompasses not only abortion and euthanasia, but also the 
violence of guns, the violence of a racist criminal justice system, the violence of poor or no 
educational choices for parents for their children, the violence in homes against spouses, 
partners and children, etc., etc. 

4) I'm all for stricter gun laws. I'm not sure what our chances are against the NRA to get 
reasonable gun laws passed. Closing gun stores is extremely difficult. We managed to do it with 
Bell's Guns in Bridgeview a number of years ago. Accessibility to guns is definitely a problem. We 
should get behind any initiatives from the Governor or others promoting stricter gun laws. 

5) Marching and praying is all well and good and we need to continue to raise awareness. The 
question is 'How do we move people to really do something as a result of our marching and 
praying?' 

6) We need to realize that to make real change is going to take time. Our culture wants the quick 
fix. The headlines go to the marches and rallies and killings and shootings. We need to approach 
this to engage the hearts and minds of our Catholic community and beyond. Pushing restorative 
justice strategies in schools, parenting training, domestic violence support and other similar 
initiatives are not 'newsworthy'. But it's what we need to focus on. Violence intervention is 
important, just as continued social outreach is necessary. But the hard part, the oftentimes 
unquantifiable part, is what happens when we engage prevention strategies. Violence is a choice, 
and we need to teach people, including ourselves, how to make alternative choices to violence. 
At the same time we need to work toward changes in the systems that promote and oftentimes 
glorify violence, the systems that continue to imprison our children, families and ex-offenders in 
ghettos of poor education, fractured homes and extreme levels of unemployment. 

REMINDER: Praying for nonviolence in our Hearts, Family, Schools & Streets - 6 Back-to-School 

Sunrise Prayer Services are scheduled for Saturday, August 25, 2012. 

Fr. Tom Walsh suggests a method for connecting people who are unable to attend the beach 

services but would like. to somehow be involved/participate. For example provide the names of 

those victims who lost their lives to violence, or some type of symbol to be used in prayer. 

The next meeting will be held September 12, 2012 from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm at the Cardinal 

Meyer Center. We will continue our discussions for addressing the issues facing the 

communities of Vicariate Ill and VI. 
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