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MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170 o
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato% Vij
NS
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn]
Date: February 20, 2006

e,

PRA traveled with Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests to- Indiana on February
10, 2006 to meet with Rev. Nordquist and Rev. Joseph Bemnett. Fr. Nordquist agreed to
assist with the monitoring of Fr. Bennett upon his temporary withdrawal from ministry.

Fr. Grace and PRA arrived approximately 15 minutes late for the scheduled 1:00 pm
meeting. Fr. Bennett had already arrived at Fr. Nordquist’s parish and the two were
speaking until Fr. Grace and PRA had joined them.

Fr. Grace and PRA first met with Fr. Nordquist alone for approximately 30 minutes. Fr.
Grace began by explaining the situation of Fr. Bennett’s temporary withdrawal from
ministry and the resulting restrictions to Fr. Nordquist. PRA then provided Fr. Nordquist
with copies of the following information that was to be given to Fr. Bennett: Fr.
Bennett’s Individual Specific Monitoring Protocols, Daily Log form, and a
Travel/Vacation Agreement form. In addition, Fr. Nordquist agreed to have Fr. Bennett
call him one time per day to check in as well.

Fr. Bennett was then asked to join Fr. Nordquist, Fr. Grace,and PRA. When Fr. Bennett
joined the group, PRA asked how he was doing. Fr. Bennett stated that he was doing
well and expressed his appreciation for Fr. Grace’s phone calls the week before. Fr.
Grace and PRA spoke to Fr. Bennett about his temporary withdrawal from ministry and
the resulting monitoring protocols that were to begin immediately with the assistance of
Fr. Nordquist. PRA clarified for Fr. Bennett that his monitoring protocols to begin that
day were not the same as those men who have been withdrawn from ministry, especially
that Fr. Nordquist and Fr. Bennett would not be physically residing in the same residence.
PRA then went over each line of Fr. Bennett’s Individual Specific Monitoring Protocols
with him. Fr. Bennett was also provided with a copy of the Daily Log form he was to use
and send to PRA at the end of each week. PRA also provided Fr. Bennett with a
Travel/Vacation Agreement form and explained that it was to be used any time when he
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would plan to be overnight anywhere other than his home u- It was also agreed
that Fr. Bennett would place a phone call in to Fr. Nordquist at the beginning of each day
to check in.

Fr. Bennett informed those present that he met with a woman named Donna with
[ndiana’s Department of Children and Family Services the week before. He stated that

he also received a letter from the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services as
well.

PRA informed Fr. Bennett that copies of his Individual Specific Monitoring Protocols,
the Daily Log forms, and the Travel/Vacation Agreement forms would be mailed to him,
his canonical advocate Rev. Paul Golden, CM., J.C.D., and to his civil attorney Mr.
Patrick Reardon.

PRA asked Fr. Bennett and Fr. Nordquist to call with any questions or concerns. Fr.
Nordquist may be reached at*.

Ce: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
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MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170 /’
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Adminis’cratov(u://,/¢

Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseih [ Temporarily Withdrawn]/_;

Date: February 20, 2006

PRA made a call to Ms. Linda Williams, Supervisor at the Department of Children and
Family Services [DCFS] Hotline o o report the alleged sexual abuse
of Ms. d Ms. y Rev. Joseph Bennett.

PRA explained to Ms. Williams that the alleged victims are both adults and that the

alleged abuse took place in the late 1960s and early 1970s. Ms. Williams transferred
PRA to DCFS Hotline Operator Ms. Janet Headen to take the rest of the information.

When asked by Ms. Headen, PRA provided Fr. Bennett’s name, date of birth, and contact
information at Holy Ghost parish. PRA informed Ms. Headen that Fr. Bennett had been
temporarily withdrawn from the parish by the Archdiocese of Chicago that day. Ms.
Headen was informed that it was PRA’s understanding that Fr. Bennett would be residing
at his private residence in [l indiana. PRA also provided Ms. Headen with the
basic details of the allegations of sexual abuse made by Ms, B s
respectively against Fr. Bennett. Ms. Headen was also provided with the names, birth
dates, and current contact information for Ms. dnd Ms.

Ms. Headen informed PRA that she would discuss this matter with Ms. Williams. She
stated that she would then contact PRA if there was any further information and/or action
by the Archdiocese of Chicago needed.

Ms. Headen may be reached by contacting Ms. Williams directly at _or
via pager at

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priest
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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PO, Box 1979
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CHANCELLOR MEMORANDUM
To: File ~ PFR-170 /”\
Fo) ]
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administratoﬁ"i”_:/
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [ Temporarily Withdrawn]_
Date: February 16, 2006

PRA spoke with Ms. Linda Williams of the Department of Children and Family Services

[DCFS] via phone today regarding an allegation of sexual abuse made by Mr.
against Rev. Joseph Bennett. Ms. Williams was informed that Mr.

currently an adult and alleges that the abuse took place when he was a minor. Ms.

Williams stated that she would have a DCFS Hotline Operator call PRA 1o obtain
additional information.

1s

PRA received a phone call today from Janet Headen, DCFS operator approximately five
minutes after hanging up with Ms. Williams. PRA provided Ms. Headen with|ji}

date of birth, contact information, and the approximate time frames of the
alleged abuse by Fr. Bennett. Ms. Headen was informed that the initial information
received regarding the alleged abuse of Mr. by Fr. Bennett was obtained through
an e-mail request made by the victim to the Archdiocese of Chicago. PRA also informed
Ms. Headen that third party information of t ged incidents of abuse were obtained
from Mr. I 2dult sister, Ms.ﬂ It was clear that PRA did not have
any mformation in regards to specific incidents of alleged sexual abuse.

PRA provided Ms. Headen with Fr. Bennett’s contact information and with Mr.

contact information. Ms. Headen informed PRA that she would forward the call made to
the DCFS Hotline regarding the alleged abuse of Mr. | NNEGIN by Fr. Bennett to the DCFS
local office. PRA will expect to be contacted via phone by the DCFS worker from the
local office who has already been assigned to the recent reported cases of sexual abuse
made against Fr. Bennett.

Ce: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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~ To: File - PFR-170 2
6
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administraior d
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn]/’_
Date: March 7, 2006

PRA recetved a phone cail from Rev. Paul Golden, CM., 1.C.D. on February 7, 2006

regarding his client Rev. Joseph Bennett, and the allegations of sexual misconduct made
agains. i [

Er. Golden was calling to suggest that ||| G0 ooy <s-. ) be
notified of Fr. Bennett’s temporary withdrawal from ministry. PRA informed Fr. Golden
that his suggestion would be forwarded to Mr. John O’Malley, Director of Legal Services

so that [N s civil attorney | cou be notified on her behalf,

When asked, PRA informed Fr. Golden that the Review Board has not requested that [JJJi

I undergo a physical exam las | b2d indicated in past correspondence
through [ that she would].

Fr. Golden then informed PRA that he is “...working on pulling together all of the
information that the Review Board hasn’t seen yet...” so that the information could be
provided to the Board prior to the next review of this matter on the Review Board
agenda. He was asked to forward such information to PRA as soon as he is able so that it
could be forwarded to the Board members.

Fr. Golden may be reached at ||| | Gz

Ce: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Patricia Zacharias, Professional Responsibility Assistant Administrator
Lay Advisory Group
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
John O’Malley, Office of Legal Services
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PO. Box 1979
Chicago, Jllinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170 ;
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administra or!(
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Wlthdrawn]_
Date: March 7, 2006

PRA received a voice mail message on February 20, 2006 from Ms. Brigitte Broadway,
Department of Children and Family Services [DCFS] Investigator concerning the DCFS Hotline
call made to report_allegatlon of sexual abuse against Rev. Joseph
Bennett. PRA spoke with Ms. Broadway via phone about the aforementioned matter on
February 21, 2006.

Ms. Broadway began by asking PRA what she was to do with the information on the alleged past
Was the alleged victim is now an adult. She also asked PRA what had taken

so long” to report the alleged abuse to the Archdiocese of Chicago. PRA responded
by informing Ms. Broadway of the direction given to the Archdiocese of Chicago by the
leadership of DCFS to make DCFS Hotline calls on all matters received by the Archdiocese
where the accused is still alive, despite the age of the alleged victim. As for Ms. Broadway’s
question about the time frame of Mr. i report of alleged abuse, PRA informed her that she
did not know the answer to that question.

Ms. Broadway stated that she has spoken to _ about the alleged abuse and that she
asked him “...what he would like to see happen...” As per Ms. Broadway,- informed
her that he “...just wants Fr. Bennett to stop [abusing children].”

When asked, PRA informed Ms. Broadway that to date, no allegations against have been
received against Fr. Bennett where the victim is currently a minor. When asked, Ms. Broadway
stated that she is continuing to follow up on the information provided by PRA of

alleged abuse by Fr. Bennett. It was clarified that PRA would wait to hear from Ms. Broadway
of any further developments into the DCFS investigation of this matter.

Ms. Broadway may be reached at _

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Fitness Review N Post Office Box 1979
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Chicago, lllinois 60611

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

TO: Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancetlor
Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review
John O’Malley, Legal Services
vRev. Thomas Paprocki, Cardinal’s Delegate to the PFRB
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
, o .
FROM: Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Professional Fitness Review Office

DATE: October 23, 2002

RE: [PFR-170] Bennett, Rev. Joseph/J | KGKTKTcNcNGNGN

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 10/23/02. We are
opening a file and Leah McCluskey, Interim Professional Fitness Review Administrator will
begin the Review Process by attempting to arrange an interview with_ Please
advise this office of any information you may have in your files regarding Bennett, Rev.

Josep

Thank you.

Attachment

cc: Most Rev. Raymond E. Goedert

A/PCAC Notification Memo
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Jr. - 155 E. Superior St.
N A Chicago. Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

August 26, 2005

Ms. Leah McCluskey

Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair St.

Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Ms. McCluskey,

[ am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of August 24, 2005 in
response to your letter of August 22, 2005, regarding the matter of Reverend Joseph Bennett,
who was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Chicago and who is currently active in

ministri, and the allegations of sexual misconduct that were made against him by -

This matter was discussed in a Review for Cause by the Professional
Responsibility Review Board at their meeting of August 20, 2005.

[ understand the Review Board was unable to come to any conclusion about this matter at

this time. [ accept its recommendation to postpone a decision on the matter until the next
regularly scheduled meeting.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Ssd

<
/o%*\o [
E 5%

og Ii:L Sincerely yours in Christ,
.“ 1258 \ / 7

( P
: _ / ﬁm C\&//Q/(_/

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L
Archbishop of Chicago

,//Em /’e.oﬁuuc/ij '/ CM*OZC‘:

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc: Reverend George J. Rassas, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial Vicar/Vicar for Canonical
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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Office of Professional Responsibility F 2 P.O. Box 1979
f Chicago. lllinois 605690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 21, 2004

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.1.
Archbishop of Chicago

155 E. Superior Street

Chicago, [llinois 60611

Dear Cardinal George,

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 19,
2004 and conducted an Initial Review of_llegation of sexual
misconduct against Rev. Joseph Bennett pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review

Process for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Bennett is an active priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago.

The Board recommended in a 5-1 vote that the matter should be investigated and the
results of the investigation presented at a Review for Cause. Further, the Board
unanimously recommended that Fr. Bennett continue in his assignment with no
restrictions or monitoring. The Board suggested that the Vicar for Clergy advise Fr.
Bennett that he should be prudent.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Sincerely, ﬂ/ﬁ

i tﬁi
/}%a/(/ /% c ﬂ% 9\ V‘/ﬁ‘ N
Leah McCluskey "

Professional Responsibility Administrator &/ & Q’/
" W‘{
Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board /‘/'

Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar W

>
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O Box 1979
Chicagro, Hlinais 60690-1974

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-52605
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

TO: Raiph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O’ Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
ok
FROM: Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

DATIE: June 8, 2004

RE: [PFR-170}Bennett, Joseph R. (Active)/_

Attached 1s a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 12/3/03. We are
opening a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibiliti Administrator has begun the

Review Process by attempting to arrange an interview with Please advise
this office ol any information you may have in your files regarding Bennett, Joseph R/

Itis extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachment

cc: Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-3279

May 12, 2004

Sr. Barbara Bowers, SSND / A 1)357/7/
Provincial \/ C CF /fo &
1431 Euclid ’

Berwyn, Illinois 60402

Dear Sr. Bowers,

My name is Leah McCluskey and [ am the Professional Responsibility Administrator at the Archdiocese
of Chicago. I work in the Office of Professional Responsibility, where we receive all allegations of sexual
misconduct made against priests and deacons of the Archdiocese.

I'am writing this letter with respect to an allegation of misconduct made by Ms.

against an Archdiocesan priest and Sr. I o | believe was a School Sister of Notre
Dame. As is the procedure of this office, I met with Ms. as a result of her interest in formalizing
her allegation against both the accused cleric and Sr. I have enclosed all documentation that our
office has at this time regarding Ms, allegation concerning Sr.-s alleged involvement.
Nonetheless, due to the fact that Sr. is [or was] a School Sister of Notre Dame, [ am forwarding this
information to you so that you may follow up with your own process.

Once you have processed this allegation concerning Sr. -'s involvement in accordance with your

policies, I would appreciate receiving a letter stating your findings as well as any action taken by your
office. A letter from you stating your findings regarding Ms. h

allegation against Sr.
would be documentation necessary to close our file on the sister as well as respond to Ms.

Please contact me if you have any questions or need any additional information. I may be reached by
mail, phone, or e-mail:

Leah McCluskey

Professional Responsibility Administrator

P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, [llinois 60690

[312] 751-5205

. Imccluskey@archchicago.org

Sincer y, /
TEAAVC G oce
Leah McCluskey

Professional Responsibility Administrator,
Enclosure

Cc: Lay Advisory Group J/
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Sr. Joan McGlinchey, Office for Religious
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

(312)751-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)751-5279

COPY
of an original document from the files of
July 7, 2003 PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Fr. Joseph R. Bennett This is a red ink stamp!
700 E. 170" St. DO NOT copy
South Holland, Illinois 60473

Dear Fr. Bennett,

I'am writing this letter in regards to the Monitoring Protocols that you had agreed to and
cooperated with at the request of Fr. James Kaczorowski as a result of an allegation of
sexual misconduct of a minor brought against you.

Due to the fact that the Cardinal accepted the Review Board’s finding of no reasonable
cause to suspect that you were involved in the sexual misconduct of a minor, you will no
longer be asked to participate in the aforementioned monitoring. Both Fr. Kaczorowski
and myself appreciate your cooperation with the monitoring protocols.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 312 751-5205 or
Fr. Kaczorowski at 312 642-1837.

McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administrdtor

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 29, 2003

Dear Mr. _

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and
conducted a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct against

Joseph Bennett pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry.

In reviewing all information provided to the Board regarding this matter, the Board has
made a recommendation to the Cardinal that there is insufficient information to make a
finding of reasonable cause to suspect that Joseph Bennett did engage in sexual
misconduct with a minor. As a result, the Cardinal has accepted the Board’s
recommendation that there is no reasonable cause to suspect that misconduct did occur.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [Imccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at
312.751.8307.

Sincerely,
dﬁ%/ Wl
Leah McCluskey

Professional Fitness Review Admimstrat

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
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Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Dffice Box 1979

Chicago, Hlincis 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

April 28, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.
Archhishop of Chicago

155 E. Superior Street

Chicago, Hlinois 60611

Dear Cardinal George,

Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 26, 2003. The Board fully considered all
oral and written reports in the matter of Joseph Bennett [Active] in the allegation made by
I - Sccond Stage Review was conducted pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the

Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.

In 2 unanimous 7-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is no reasonable cause to suspect that
the misconduct occurred.

If you have any questions, please contacl me al your convenience.

e /"7 ' i : j ~ Ty o quﬁ
Léah McCluskey ' A4
Review Board Administrator TTLs :

Ln‘ X
. | et .
Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board E/)/ St
Rev. James Kaczorowsk:, Vicar for Priests ,45" | il
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry “ﬂ, i
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar i VB/
John O’Malley, Legal Services
RECEIVED
ST L BN
ARGHIDCESE OF CHICARN

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrat
Re: Bennett, Joseph [Active]
Date: April 4, 2003

PFRA received a return phone call today from B oy for-

PFRA had attempted to reach Mr. B March 31,2003 and left a
message following up with previous requests for information regarding Mr. ]
allegation of sexual misconduct against Fr. Joseph Bennett.

Mr. s 21cd that he would send coiies of wedding pictures provided by Mr.

B - s oo his allegation, Mr. stated that Fr. Bennett performed the wedding
ceremony Mr.

pictures of Fr. Bennett at the aforementioned wedding ceremony.

informed PFRA that there are

As for the Review Board’s request that Mr. ||} I SEEE bc 2sked to write a statement
regarding his alleged sexual abuse by Fr. Bennett, Mr. |IIIIEEEE indicated that the question
was asked of Mr. [N s Il Hovever, as per Mr. || R V- TN -

“is hesitant” to follow through with such a request.

PFRA thankedM; for the phone call and will await the documentation to be sent
on behalf of

cc: Most Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Peview Boarc
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
John O"Malley, Lé&gal Services
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Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

January 14, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.
Archbishop of Chicago

155 E. Superior Street

Chicago, lllinois 60611

Dear Cardinal George,

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003. The
Board fully considered all oral and written reports in the matter of Fr. Joseph Bennett [Active] in

the allegation made by . A First Stage Review was conducted pursuant to
Article §1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.

The Board recommends that at this time, there is insufficient information to make a finding of
reasonable cause to suspect that Fr. Joseph Bennett engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor.

In a vote of 5-1 [with one abstaining], the Board recommends the following:
1. PFRA contact Tom Fleischmann [attorney fori to request a copy of
_marriage certificate.
2. PFRA ask Tom Fleischmann to speak with Hregarding having the
alleged victim’s brotherﬂ write his accounts of alleged abuse by Joseph
Bennett.

3. PFRA contact Fr. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests to determine who is monitoring
Joseph Bennett and to ensure that it is not Fr. Leonard Dubi.

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,

CLH/(/’TL (ke

Léah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admiistrator

Cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar
John O’Malley, Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE,

A

F CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: {312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, December 20, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Members absent:

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
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MINUTES
December 20, 2003
Page 2

AOC 000196



MINUTES
December 20, 2003
Page 3

1I. Approval of Minutes — October 18, 2003

II1. Case Reviews

Initial Reviews:
0 U ] ! 0N

B. In the Matter of

IV. Other Matters
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MINUTES
December 20, 2003
Page 4

V. Informal update on matters in Office of Professional Responsibility
o New Cases

One [possibly two] new allegation(s] against Rev. Joseph Bennett [Active]

Next scheduled meeting is January 10, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc: Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESEOF CHICAGO

&
Office of Professional Fitness Review ; Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Professional Fitness Review Board

Saturday, April 26, 2003

MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Members absent:

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA]
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board

L Approval of Minutes — March 15, 2003

II. Case Reviews

Second Stage Reviews

A. In the Matter of Joseph Bennett [Active] -~ PFR-170

The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of -

I 1 claim is as follows: fondling over and under -:lothes by JB; oral
sex.

In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board determined that there is no reasonable cause
to suspect that misconduct did occur.

e |
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MINUTES
April 26, 2003
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MINUTES
April 26, 2003
Page 3

111 R Other Matters

1. In the Matter of |

Next scheduled meeting is May 17, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.

Cc:- Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop’s Delegate to Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

ch

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979

Chicage, Tllineis 60690-1379

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312} 751-5279

Professional Fitness Review Board
Saturday, January 11, 2003

MINUTES

Reviﬁ iIII ilmiers Present:

Members absent:

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA]

Non-members absent:
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

IR Approval of Minutes - December 21, 2002

H. Case Reviews

First Stage Review:

A. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [JB] [Active] — PFR-170

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation of IR

The claim is as follows: fondling and oral sex by JB on JJJjIn tight of
the information presented, the Review Board determined that there is insufficient
information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

The Board recommends in a vote of 5-1 [one abstaining] that there is insufficient
information at this time to make a finding of reasonable cause. The Board made the
following recommendations:

1. PFRA contact | NG (=ttorney for |G to rcquest 2
copy of IR crifcte
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MINTUES ~ January 11, 2003

Page 2
the alleged victim’s ite his accounts of alleged abuse by

Joseph Bennett.

3. PFRA contact Fr. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests to determine who is monitoring
Joseph Bennett and to ensure that it is not Fr. Leonard Dubi.

B. In the Matier of |

C. In the Matter of
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MINTUES ~ January 11, 2003
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D. In the Matterof I
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MINTUES — January 13, 2003
Page 4

Second Stage Reviews:

A. Inthe Matter of

HOI. ©Other

The next Review Board meeting will take place on February 1, 2003 and there will also be
the regularly scheduled mecting on February 15, 2003.

The April, 2003 Review Board meeting will take place on April 26, 2003 due to the third
Saturday of the month being April 19, 2003 [Holy Saturday]. NN vill be
available via phone on April 26, 2003.

The Review Board requested a revised yearly schedule for Board meetings due to the
numerous changes.
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility

N

] P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Ninois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, June 19, 2004 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

F ool A A R e

F

Members absent:

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

Approval of Minutes - May 15, 2004

1. Case Reviews

Initial Review
A. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph R. Bennett [Active] - PFR - 170

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation made by

The claim is as follows: Several incidents of abuse; Fr. Bennett
penetrated orced to perform oral sex on Fr. Bennett; mutual

masturbation; mutual oral sex involving Fr. Bennett and Sr. ; Fr. Bennett penetrated

ectum with handle of a paten; |IIBIMlllllvitmessed Fr. Bennett and Sr.
Ving Sex.

In a 5-1 vote, the Board determined the following determination that the information
presented warrants an investigation. Further, the Board determined that Fr. Bennett need
not be under monitoring or removed from ministry at this time. The Board also
determined the following:

1.

2.

3.

That PRA follow up with Sr. -s religious order in attempts to determine the stage
of the order’s process in investigating the matter.

That PRA speak with[JJJJ BBiliJottomey regarding the interest in PRA speaking
with isters as mentioned in her allegation.

PRA to attempt to identify St. Dorothy, principal of St. John de LaSalle [at the time of
the alleged abuse] as identified by “

PRA to attempt to speak with Rev. Ralph Mollan (former pastor of St. John de
LaSalle) regarding Fr. Bennett while assigned to St. John de LaSalle.

PRA to request that Fr. Bennett participate in a psychological evaluation.

AOC 000206



MINUTES
June 17, 2004
Page 2

B. In the Matter of

C. In the Matter of

Discussion with Cardinal Francis Geo O.ML.L
D. In the Matier of

Review for Cause

E. In the Matter of
F. In the Matter of -

AOC 000207



Cc:

G. In the Matter of

Next scheduled meeting is July 17, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.

Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1

MINUTES
June 17, 2004
Page 3
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

; - ; (312) 751-5205
Professional Responsibility Review Board Fax: (312) 7515279

Saturday, December 3, 2005 9:00 am to 1:00 pm .\ archchicago.org

MINUTES REVISED

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Absent:

None

Non-members present:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA@
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

Approval of Minutes - November 19, 2005
e No objections or proposed changes to the agenda

Other Matters
Bennett, Rev. Joseph/

e Meeting began with a review of Rev. Joseph Bennett’s file in regards to the
allegations of sexual misconduct made against him by ﬁnd -

Fr. Smilanic informed the Board that Rev. Paul Golden, C.M., J.C.D. is Fr. Bennett’s
newly appointed canonical advocate; Fr. Smilanic also informed the Board of Fr.
Golden’s request to have the entire file copied and sent to him

o Cardinal George arrived at the Board meeting at 9:30am to discuss the Board’s
recommendations made on the Benne and Bcnncn/_allegations

o The Cardinal explained that in the interest of procedure, he would like for Fr. Bennett
to address the Board in regards to the allegations made against him by
and [N [c!arification that Fr. Bennett did address the Review Board
at the November 19, 2005 Review Board meeting]

e The Cardinal stated that he wanted to ensure that Fr. Bennett is aware of his [Fr.
Bennett’s] right to appear before the Review Board

o The Cardinal informed the Board that he has read the entire file and that he was
prepared to converse with them regarding these matters, as he had questions he
wished to ask the Board members so that he could understand the Board’s
conclusions and recommendations of these matters

o [ then provided the Cardinal with a verbal history of the aforementioned
matters as they have appeared before the Board

o I informed the Cardinal of the Board members’ feelings of the evidence of
the existence of freckles on Fr. Bennett’s scrotum

AOC 000209



MINUTES
December 3, 2005
Page 2

I <>plained to the Cardinal the fact that “reasonable cause to suspect™ is not a
high standard of proof in these matters, however the freckles on Fr. Bennett’s scrotum
lead the Board to believe that something [sexually abusive] did happen in the matters
involvin oo

then referred the Cardinal to the medical documentation concerning
marks/freckles on Fr. Bennett’s scrotum

I not<d that Fr. Bennett initially denied the existence of freckles on his
scrotum and had his [personal] physician write a letter noting such; referring to the
more recent medical information obtained that states that Fr. Bennett does have marks
on his scrotum, NI made the point that when Il s allegation was
first read to him [Fr. Bennett], he did not remark something to the effect of, “...how
would she hﬂ know that [that there are marks/freckles on his scrotum]?”
B 2150 made the point that recall of Fr. Bennett having a
birth mark on his back “...does not stand up...” and that the back surgery that Fr.
Bennett underwent took place significantly after the alleged abuse

I 12 the point that [N h2d talked to the Board about such marks
on a male’s scrotum, that they are not age spots and they are also not common
I <::tcd that when he first reviewed the allegation {made by I
I 2c2inst Fr. Bennett, that he found it to be incredible until he read the
information concerning the existence of freckles on the accused’s scrotum; [l
I (o1 provided the opinion that freckles on the scrotum as alleged in the
matter of hllegation against Fr. Bennett would be a “flashbulb
memory” that a child sexual abuse victim would remember

I st2tcd that he believed something happened to | but not
convinced it was Fr. Bennett

The Cardinal stated that in regards to _allegation, other parts of her
allegation seem to be inaccurate, except for the presence of freckles on Fr. Bennett’s
scrotum

The Cardinal expressed his great support and appreciation for the Board’s review of
and recommendations on the matters of *ﬂd

allegations against Fr. Bennett

Fr. Smilanic suggested that Fr. Golden [Fr. Bennett’s canonical advocate] be allowed
to review the matters and provide a response on the behalf of the accused prior to the
Cardinal making his final decision [based upon the Board’s Review for Cause
determinations of || EEz-d _llegations against Fr.
Bennett]

The Cardinal questioned as to why Fr. Bennett did not have a canonical advocate
until recently; Fr. Smilanic stated that he cannot recall and does not know why
Responding to [ s question of “turn around time™ in the review of the
matters by Fr. Golden, Fr. Smilanic reiterated his [Fr. Golden’s] request to have the
file copied and sent to him

In regards to Fr. Golden’s request for having a copy of Fr. Bennett’s files sent to him,
the Cardinal expressed his concern for the integrity of the files if they are copied, but
that he is “open to discussion”

I s cccsicd that bascd upon confidentiality, the Office of Legal Services
could draw up an agreement that information from Fr. Bennett’s file copied and sent
to Fr. Golden could not be copied and/or reproduced

The Cardinal requested that Fr. Golden submit his information/response on behalf of
Fr. Bennett to the Board and then communicated to him S

AOC 000210



MINUTES
December 3, 2005
Page 3

e The Cardinal stated that he would like to follow through the matters of the two
aforementioned allegations against Fr. Bennett procedurally [with the defense of a
canon lawyer], as Rome would first ask and ensure that a matter [regarding such
misconduct] abided by procedure and “The Code;” the Cardinal expressed his
concern that he does not want Rome to send any cases back [to him] due to a lack of
following procedure

I cxpresscd the need to have the monitoring of Fr. Bennett continue, with
which the Cardinal agreed

o Itwas aﬁeed that all Board members would keep their files on Bennett//llland

Benne til hearing [a response] from Fr. Bennett’s canon lawyer

I Vil abstain from the matters, as he and Fr. Bennett are classmates and
friends

III. Case Reviews
Initial Review

A. Tn the Matter of [

AOC 000211



MINUTES
December 3, 2005
Page 4

In the Matter of

Supplementary Review
IV. Discussion
o Suggestion/question of possibility of a victim/relative of victim as another
member of the Review Board
Possibility raised of increasing the size of the Review Board
Suggestion to discuss expansion of the Review Board at the February 2006 Board
meeting

e Suggestion raised that the quorum for the Review Board be raised to six [voting]
members

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, January 21, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:  Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.

AOC 000212



ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility : PO. Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979

. T . (312) 751-5205
Professional Responsibility Review Board Fax: (312) 751-5279

Saturday, October 15, 2005 9:00 am to 1:00 pm www.archchicago.org
MINUTES
Review Board Members Present:

[ ——

Review Board Members Present via Phone:

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

L Approval of Minutes — August 20, 2005
e No objections or proposed changes to the agenda

1L Case Reviews

Initial Review
A. In the Matter of

AOC 000213



MINUTES
October 15, 2005

Page 2

B. e Matter of

C. In the Matter of

D. In the Matter of

AOC 000214



MINUTES
October 15, 2005
Page 3

E. In the Matter of

F. In the Matter of

Review for Cause
G. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [Active 2005] — PFR - 170
The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause of the allegation made by

- The allegation is as follows: Fr. Bennett penetrated || N
performed oral sex on Fr. Bennett; mutual masturbation; mutual oral

sex involving Fr. Bennett and Sr. [llll; Fr. Bennett penetrated

rectum with handle of a paten; -/itnessed Fr. Bennett and Sr.

baving sexual intercourse.

In a 8-0 vote [l 7as now present at the meeting] in light of the information
presented, the Review Board recommended that there is reasonable cause to suspect
that the sexual abuse of a minor did occur. However, the Board did not reach a
determination on all aspects of the allegation. Further, the Board recommended that
Fr. Bennett be immediately withdrawn from ministry and that restrictions and
monitoring be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and procedures.

AOC 000215



MINUTES
October 15, 2005
Page 4

In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [Active 2005] — PFR - 170

The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made
by The allegation is as follows: Fr. Bennett exposed himself and
then instructed to perform oral sex on him.

In a 7-0 vote [l vas not present for this matter at the meeting] in light of the
information presented, the Review Board recommended that there is reasonable cause
to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Further, the Board recommended
that Fr. Bemnett be immediately withdrawn from ministry and that restrictions and
monitoring be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and procedures.

H. In the Matter of

1. In the Matter of

J. In the l\&aﬁer of

K. In the Matter of

AOC 000216



MINUTES
October 15, 2005

Page 5

III. Other Matters
e Due to time constraints, a review of the “Other Matters” unable to be completed. The
“Other Matters” will be placed on the agenda for the scheduled November 19, 2005
Review Board meeting.

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, November 19, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:  Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L

AOC 000217



ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility
Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Professional Responsibility Review Board Fax: (312) 751-5279

Saturday, August 20, 2005 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  Wwwarchchicago.org
MINUTES
Review Board Members Present:

Members absent:

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

| R Approval of Minutes — July 16, 2005
e No objections or proposed changes to the agenda

11K Case Reviews

Initial Review

A. In the Matter of

AOC 000218



MINUTES
August 20, 2005

Page 2

C. In the Matter of

D. In the Matter of

Review for Cause
E. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [Active 2005] — PFR - 170
The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause of the allegation made by

The allegation is as follows: Fr. Bennett penetrated F
performed oral sex on Fr. Bennett; mutual masturbation; mutual oral

sex involving Fr. Bennett and Sr. . . Bennett penetrated
rectum with handle of a paten; |JJf»itocssed Fr. Bennett and Sr.

having sexual intercourse.

In light of the information presented, the Board voted 4-3. Due to the fact that there
was not a majority vote of at least five members, a recommendation could not be
made to Cardinal George. The Board then voted 7-0 that this matter be continued to
the next scheduled Review Board meeting for a Review for Cause.

The Board also requested that PRA attempt to obtain a written consent from Fr.

Bennett allowing a Board representative to speak with Dr. || ]} I in order to
clarify his April 2005 physical examination of the accused.

AOC 000219
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MINUTES
August 20, 2005
Page 3

In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [Active 2005] — PFR - 170

The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made
by The allegation is as follows: Fr. Bennett exposed himself and
then instructed o perform oral sex on him.

In light of the information presented, the Board voted 2-3-2 {abstain]. Due to the fact
that there was not a majority vote of at least five members, a recommendation could
not be made to Cardinal George. The Board then voted 7-0 that this matter be
continued to the next scheduled Review Board meeting for a Review for Cause.

The Board also requested that PRA attempt to obtain a written consent from Fr.

Bennett allowing a Board representative to speak with Dr. |0 order to
clarify his April 2005 physical examination of the accused.

In the Matter of

In the Matter of

In the Matter of

AOC 000220



MINUTES
July 16, 2005
Page 4

G. In the Matter of

Other Matters for Advice
H. In the Matter of

Other Matters

e There will be no Review Board meeting in September 2005 as there will not be a
quorum of Board members available to meet.

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, October 15, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.

Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.

AOC 000221



ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Iliinois 60690-197%

{312) 751-5205
Professional Responsibility Review Board Fax: {312) 751-5279

Saturday, July 16, 2005 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  www.archchicago.org

MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Members absent:

Nen-members present:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] @
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

L

Approval of Minutes — June 18, 2005

The Board then unanimously approved the minutes 7-0
Case Reviews

Review for Cause

A. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [Active 2005] — PFR - 170

The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made
b he allegation is as follows: Fr. Bennett penetrated NJjJij
performed oral sex on Fr. Bennett; mutual masturbation;
mutual oral sex involving Fr. Bennett and Sr. Il Fr. Bennett penetrated i}

r rectum with handle of a paten; itnessed Fr. Bennett and Sr;
having sexual intercourse.

In a 7-0 vote, the Board unanimously agreed to postpone the Review for Cause of this
matter until the scheduled Augnst 20, 2005 meeting until the following information
could be obtained/determined by PRA:

* That PRA speak with Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests, regarding the need
for clarification on Dr. il s report of his physical examination of Fr.
Bennett. Specifically, to determine if Dr. |l noted a birthmark on the back
of Fr. Bennett during his exam or not. PRA will ask Fr. Grace if he would prefer

to speak with Dr. Il regarding the report or if he feels that it is appropriate

for GGG o Jiscuss the matter with Dr. I on behalf of the

Review Board. | vorks with Dr. IIEE at Loyola.

AOC 000222



MINUTES
Tuly 16, 2005
Page 2

¢ That PRA check with Fr. Grace to determine if Rev. Leonard Dubi is currently on
sabbatical or not. Fr. Dubi is Fr. Bennett’s identified monitor.

In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [Active 2005] - PFR - 170

The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made
by The allegation is as follows: Fr. Bennett exposed himself and
then instructed to perform oral sex on him.

In a 7-0 vote, the Board unanimously agreed to postpone the Review for Cause of this
matter until the scheduled August 20, 2005 meeting until the following information
could be obtained/determined by PRA:

» That PRA speak with Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests, regarding the need
for clarification on Dr. IIIl s report of his physical examination of Fr.
Bennett. Specifically, to determine if Dr. ﬂ noted a birthmark on the back
of Fr. Bennett during his exam or not. PRA will ask Fr. Grace if he would prefer
to speak with Dr. Illlrcgarding the report or if he feels that it is appropriate

for [N - ciscuss the matter with Dr. I on behalf of the

Review Board. || voks with Dr. [ = Lovola.

That PRA check with Fr. Grace to determine if Rev. Leonard Dubi is currently on

sabbatical or not. Fr. Dubi is Fr. Bennett’s identified monitor.

B. In the Matter of

C. In the Matter of

AOC 000223
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July 16, 2005
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In the Maiter of

In the Matter of

In thé Matier of

D. In the Matter of

AOC 000224



MINUTES
July 16, 2005
Page 4

F. In the Maiter of

1v. Review for Advice
G. In the Matter of

V. Other Matters

o [/ ormed the Board members of the planned in-service scheduled for
the August 20, 2005 Review Board meeting

AOC 000225



MINUTES
July 16, 2005
Page S

e Fr. Smilanic informed Board of his responsibility to gather a nominating
committee in order to identify three deacon candidates to present to Cardinal
George; the Cardinal will then appoint a deacon to fulfill the third cleric position
cn the Board

» I cquested that the Board members begin to think about completing a
“self-evaluation™ and what is going well with the Board and what is not

s [ svecested the possibility of an off-site retreat for the Board; all

discussed support of a retreat to possibly take place in early 2006

o N rcquested that all bring calendars to the August 20™ Board meeting in
attempts to schedule a day for a retreat

» PRA discussed need to have packets of information [sent to Board members to
review for scheduled meetings] signed for upon delivery; agreed that Board
members would have the choice of where [home, office, other] and when
[Saturday or Monday before scheduled meetings] to have packets sent; such
information will be commmunicated to PRA’s Administrative Assistant, Laura
Neri-Palomino

» As of August 20" scheduled Board meeting, receipt of packets sent to Board
members will require a signature

I il not be present at the September 17, 2005 scheduled
Board meefing

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, August 20, 2005 al 9:00 a.m.

Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 1o the Review Board
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Francis Cardinal George, O.M..

AOC 000226



ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility g P.O. Box 1979

IL

Chicago, llinois 60690-1979

{312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING
Saturday, July 16, 2005 9:00 a.m.

AGENDA

Approval of Minutes — June 18, 2005

Case Reviews

Review for Cause:

A

In the Matter of Rev. Joseph R. Bennett (Active 2005) - PFR-170

Allegation made by [N
Initial Review 6/19/04
Allegation made by

Initial Review 3/19/05

In the Matter of

In the Maiter of

In the Matter of

In the Matter of

AOC 000227
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July 16, 2005
Page 2

Supplementary Review:

F. Inthe Matter of

Review for Advice:
. )

Other Matters:

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, August 20, 2005

AOC 000228



ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO
A

PO. Box 1979
Chicago, [llinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205

Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board www.archchicago.org
Saturday, March 19, 2005 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

MINUTES CORRECTED

Review Board Members Present:

Members absent;

Non-members present: @

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

L Approval of Minutes — February 12, 2005
. Unanimously approved {8-0]
1L Case Reviews

Initial Review
A. In the Matter of

AOC 000229



MINUTES
March 19, 2005
Page 2

B. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [Active] — PFR 170
The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation made b I
The claim s as follows: Fr. Bennett exposed himself to * Fr.
Bennett instructed _D perform oral sex on him.

In a 8-0 vote, in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this matter

warrants additional investigation. The Board also requested that PRA complete the

following tasks:

o That PRA contact Sr. [JJJ}’s order and ask for her assignment history as well as the
reason as to why she left the order.

o That PRA attempt to determine if Sr. Il was known as “the singing nun.”

e That PRA request to meet with Sr. [l in person.
That PRA review Fr. Bennett’s file in the Vicar for Priests and the Chancellor’s
offices.

¢ That Fr. Bennett is asked to undergo a physical examination by a doctor of the choice
of the Vicar for Priests office.

o That Fr. Bennett is monitored until the end of the Review Board process.

®

That Fr. Bennett’s monitor is either Rev. Thomas Cima or Rev. Thomas Cabala and
not Rev. Leonard Dubi

Review for Cause
C. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett {Active] — PFR — 170
The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made by
The claim is as follows: penetration; Fr. Bennett had N
perform oral sex on him; mutual masturbation; mutual oral sex between Fr. Bennett and
Sr. Jllll s well as intercourse [observed by [IMR; Fr. Bennett penctrated -

I it the handle of a paten.

In a 8-0 vote, the Board recommended to postpone this matter until PRA could complete
the following tasks:
e That PRA contact Sr. s order and ask for her assignment history as well as the
reason as to why she left the order.
That PRA attempt to determine if Sr. [l was known as “the singing nun.”
That PRA request to meet with Sr. Il in person.
That PRA review Fr. Bennett’s file in the Vicar for Priests and the Chancellor’s
offices.
e That Fr. Bennett is asked to undergo a physical examination by a doctor of the choice
of the Vicar for Priests office.
That Fr. Bennett is monitored until the end of the Review Board process.

That Fr. Bennett’s monitor is either Rev. Thomas Cima or Rev. Thomas Cabala and
not Rev. Leonard Dubi.

AOC 000230
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March 19, 2005

Page 2

D. the Matter of

E. In the Matter of

Supplementary Review
F. In the Matter of

M.  Other Matters

¢  Whenasked by [l the Board voted 8-0 in favor of when necessary, beginning
future mectings at 8:00 am and ending at 2:00 pm when there are additional cases to
present for their review.

e The Board made the recommendation that it is imperative that the Vicar for Priests
provide a written response of their file review of individuals who have been accused of the
sexual abuse of minors. This written documentation would be in response to an original

. memorandum sent from the Office of Professional Responsibility notifying the
appropriate offices of a new allegation.
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MINUTES
March 19, 2005
Page 4

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 9, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.

Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.

AOC 000232



ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHICAGO
A0

D
i

Office of Professional Responsibili G N Post Office Box 1979
“° l ¥ i Chicago, lllinois 60650-1979
Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, LSW 1-800-994-6200
Administrator 312-751-5279 (fax}
312-751-5205
Imccluskey@archchicago.org

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, July 15,2006 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Absent:

Non-members present:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

L Approval of Minutes — June 17, 2006
e Correction made to all incorrect uses of “it’s” and made “its” when referencing
the Review Board
¢ Minutes then approved 6-0

IL Case Reviews
Initial Review
A. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett [Temporarily Withdrawn] — PFR 170
Prior to beginning the discussion of the matter, mistakes to the “Summary Time Line
of Allegation” were noted [Fr. Bennett’s age and the Review for Cause

recommendations for ||| EGNGNGzGg:d m PRA will make
identified corrections and provide Board members with revised time lines in the

packets for the next scheduled Review Board meeting, as well as place correct copy
in Fr. Bennett’s file.

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review_a]lcgation of

sexual misconduct against Rev. Joseph Bennett. A summary of the allegation is as

follows: less than five incidents; after serving mass, Fr. Bennett would take i
into the rectory and down into the basement where collection money was

counted; Fr. Bennett would ask |JJic change into a I [ which
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-wou]d not do in the same room as Fr. Bennett] and return to the room; Fr.

Bennett would then haw: y on his lap, either face up or face down; Fr.
Bennett would then rub hest or back and genital area over and under his
clothing.

The Board discussed the details of the allegation. Fr. Bennett is a classmate of i
B As arcsult, JJ 25 2blc to confirm that Fr. Bennett did visit the
. /s per [
their class were ordained deacons in October 1965 and then ordained priests on April
26, 1966. _stated that at the time deacons were not given a parish
assignment.

In a 6-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
this matter warrants additional investigation. The Board recommended that PRA do
the following: '

e Speak with Rev. Francis [Frank] Kub, as he and Fr. Bennett were assigned
together at St. John de LaSalle. Ask Fr. Kub his recollection of where the
money would be counted after masses [to determine if an assistant associate
would ever count the money in the basement]

o Ask _1f he can recall when he was at the I and the

approximate time frame of the alleged abuse

B. In the Matter of

.

Review for Cause

C. In the Matter of [
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IV. Information Update
. -
‘ -

V. Other Matters
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. will not be present at the scheduled Review Board meeting on August
19, 2006; will not be present at the scheduled Review
Board meeting on September 16, 2006; | vi1! not be present at the
scheduled Review Board meeting on October 21, 2006

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, August 19, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.

Review Board Members

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Rev. John Canary, Vicar General
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility g b PO. Box 1979
Chicago, [linois 60690-1979

X

Professional Respensibility Review Board Fax- g% ;g%?;gg

Saturday, May 13, 2006 9:00 am to 1:00 pm www.archchicago.org

MINUTES Corrected

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Absent:

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

9:00am to 10:002m Cardinal George to meet with Review Board
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Suggestion that in matters of allegations of sexual misconduct that the accused is
promptly advised to obtain civil and canonical defense as well as psychiatric support

1sCuss1on t matter of anonymous cases against 1dentitied and active priests,
and the need for continued discussion of the question of what the Board can do with these
cases; Cardinal George stated that he cannot remove someone on the basis of an
anonymous allegation and offered the suggestion that the Board may request a file review
of such cases
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* Question was raised of PRA having the access to review all files of an accused cleric
when necessary; all present informed that the current procedure will be for PRA to
contact the Chancellor to request and gather all files [Seminary, Vicar for Priests,
Chancellor] and then contact PRA when all have been obtained for review

New Matter not on Agenda
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11:00am to 11:30am Rev. Joscph Bennett and Rev. Paul Golden to meet with Review Board

Board members introduces themselves to Frs. Bennett and Golden
Fr. Golden addressed the Board and expressed his appreciation for the time to meet and
the flexibility of changing the date from March 18, 2006 to May 13, 2006

Fr. Golden referred all to the binders of notes that he complied and provided for each
Board member

Fr. Golden provided a verbal history of the matters of T -
ia]lcgations of sexual misconduct against Fr. Bennett

As per Fr. Golden, he and Fr. Bennett were present on May 13" to jnform the Board that
I'r. Bennett never sexually abused r Fr. Golden stated that
be would “highlight evidence [from the referred to binders]” that support that Fr, Bennett
did not abuse either child [now adult women]

As per Fr. Golden, Fr. Bennett emphatically denies engaging in sexual intercourse with
St. I {now
Fr. Golden presented the Board with a paten for observation

Asper Fr. Golden, Fr. Bennett categorically denies the [sexual] abuse of ||| GGz
Fr. Golden spoke of _allegation against Fr. Bennett
Fr. Golden stated that each aforementioned allegation consists of “many factual errors”
Fr. Bennett then addressed the Board and stated that he did not abuse _

T

he stated that he was never close enough to them [N -- R

to touch them
When asked, the Board indicated that it did not have any questions for Frs. Golden or
Bennett
Discussion of Board after departure of Frs. Golden and Bennett; Board members
expressed feeling that no new evidence was presented
After consideration and at Cardinal George’s request, the Board considered the additional
information submitted in writing and the oral presentation by Rev. Paul Golden. The
Board adheres to its prior recommendations made on October 135, 2005.

Case Reviews
Initial Review
A, In the Matter of
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II. Review for Cause
B.

C. In the Matter of

In the Matter of
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Im. Other Matters

» Due to the lack of time, the following matters will be presented to the Board for
its review at the June 17, 2006 Board meeting:

c

o

o

o

I - il ot be present at the

scheduled July 15, 2006 Doard meeting

o Asper[JHHEE. PRA will have an e-mail sent to all Board members to
request changes and/or motions to approve the Review Board Meeting Minutes
from December 3, 2005, March 18, 2006, and April 8, 2006

Nexi scheduled meeting is Saturday, June 17, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc: Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Fragcis Cardinal George, O.M.L
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Rev. John Canary, Vicar General
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P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

Professional Responsibility Review Board (312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Saturday, March 18, 2006 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

www.archchicago.org
MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Absent: CORRECTED
]

Non-members present: _
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [P

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

I Approva)l of Minutes — December 3, 2005
e Corrections to the December 3, 2005 minutes still need to be made

Approval of Minutes — January 21, 2006
¢ Minutes approved

Approval of Minutes — January 25, 2006
e Minutes approved

11 Other Matters

Jimmy Lago, Chancellor

e Mr. Lago was invited to the Review Board meeting by - Chair to discuss
recent events in the Archdiocese of Chicago

o N :sked Mr. Lago to discuss his new position [in regards to matters of cleric
sexual misconduct with minors], the Archdiocese’s new agreement with DCFS, and
information on the consultants retained by the Archdiocese of Chicago to address two

. matters [monitoring; the _and Bennett, Rev. Joseph cases})
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Mr. Lago began by explaining that his new position he has been appointed to by
Cardinal George has to do with his responsibility to now coordinate the responses of
all offices regarding the sexual abuse allegations; he also spoke of the [positive]
unintended effects of strengthening the Archdiocese’s internal policies/practices
regarding reporting abuse cases to DCFS; he also referenced the training of
Archdiocesan employees and volunteers

Mr. Lago spoke about the agreement with DCFS and that DCFS asked the
Archdiocese to “step aside” until their [DCFS] investigation is completed in such
cases

Mr. Lago talked about the need of the Archdiocese to clarify with DCFS that the
diocese does not want to wait “forever” prior to following through with our own
investigation/follow up of a report of the alleged abuse of a minor by a cleric

Mr. Lago stated that he does not feel that this agreement with DCFS will affect the
Board and its work

Mr. Lago spoke of issues and need for clarification with DCFS on the reporting of old
cases that have been substantiated by an archdiocesan process; Mr. Lago stated that
he would discuss this matter with DCFS for clarification

Mr. Lago talked about the need to sharpen reporting and training of archdiocesan
employees and the possibility of involving the Child Advocacy Center [CAC], as the
CAC has offered its assistance with training

Mr. Lago stated that the reporting of all {old] substantiated cases to DCFS may assist
the Archdiocese with accused clerics who have left the priesthood [locating clerics if
their whereabouts are not known; determine if children are at risk]

Mr. Lago feels that the Archdiocese will share more information with DCFS on old
cases; this raised the concern that if DCFS “founds” an old case that the Archdiocese
has found to be unsubstantiated

I -2is<d the question of a time line with DCFS when they are investigating a
case and the delay that this may cause with the Archdiocese and related process
I 2 ccsted the need for clarification from DCFS as to when the 14 days
of their initial investigation begins to determine if DCFS will formally open a case for
investigation

Mr. Lago talked about the two consultants’ reports [monitoring; || | EEEand
Bennett cases] that are to be released by the diocese in the near future

Referring to the report on the | lland Bennett cases, Mr. Lago stated that the
consultant highlighted that if the Archdiocese had followed up on the information
contained in the files and communicated better, the JJjijratter would have
been very different [in terms of response and action by the Archdiocese]

As for the monitoring report, Mr. Lago spoke of the fact that the Archdiocese does
not have the power of the courts, but that we don’t really have a monitoring program;
as per the report, Mr. Lago spoke of the need for evaluation and therapeutic
intervention for those priests who have substantiated allegations of sexual misconduct
with minors against them; Mr. Lago spoke of the need for conversation to ask if the
Archdiocese can put elements into place for an effective monitoring program

Mr. Lago stated that the Archdiocese has pulled together a group of eight that will be
given the consultants’ reports [as the Review Board will be given copies of the
reports as well] and ask, “What kind of things do you think we [the Archdiocese}
should start with?”

AOC 000244



IHL.

MINUTES — March 18, 2006
Page 3

. _ spoke of -’s past recommendation of having a treatment
facility for men with substantiated allegations against them; a treatment facility that
would offer specific sexual offender treatment

o I <ferred back to Mr. Lago’s comments regarding DCFS; | I
expressed his concerns with the information [as a result of their investigations into a
matter] that DCFS would or would not give the Archdiocese and then the concern
with the time lost by the Archdiocese while DCFS investigates a case

o R succcstcd that it would be helpful if the resigned/laicized priests with
substantiated allegations could be placed on the DCFS Registry

o The group engaged in a discussion of forced laicization of men with substantiated
allegations against them, both the positives and negatives of such, and the need to
protect children

e Mr. Lago offered to return to meet with the Board members if/when appropriate to
share information as we go forward; all present agreed with the preference that Mr.
Lago come back to report to the Board as the Archdiocese continues forward in
addressing all discussed matters

o I <xpressed his concern to Mr. Lago of the release of Review Board
members’ names

Case Reviews
Review for Cause
C. In the Matter of

D. In the Matter of

In the Matter of |
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1v.
V. Supplementary Review
VI Other Matters
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Initial Review
A. In the Matter of

In the Matter of
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B. In the Matter of

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 8, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.

Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. O. Box 1979

Chicago, llinois 60690-1979
312.751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

REVISED

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Review Board
Saturday, April 14, 2007 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

MINUTES
Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Not Present:

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revi

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

L Approval of Minutes — March 17, 2007
e Requested changes will be made as directed; Revised March 17, 2007 minutes
will be sent out in the packets for the next scheduled Review Board meeting for
members’ approval

II. Case Reviews
Initial Review

A. In the Matter of
1
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B. In the Matter of

Review for Cause

. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph R. Bennett [Temporary Withdrawal 2006} PFR 170
The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause of

allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Joseph Bennett. A summary of
the allegation is as follows: less than five incidents; after serving mass, Fr. Bennett
would take qmto the rectory and down into the basement where collection
money was counted; Fr. Bennett would ask |IIEEllllo change into a [l
I (v hich [ ould not do in the same room as Fr. Bennett] and return
to the room; Fr. Bennett would then have -ay on his lap, either face up or
face down; Fr. Bennett would then rub _chest or back and genital area
over and under his clothing.

Due to a lack of time [and loss of a quorum]}, the Board was unable to review this
matter. Therefore, this matter was continued to the scheduled May 19, 2007 Review

Board meeting.
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D. In the Matter of

In the Matter of

3
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IV.  Other Matters

¢ Jimmy Lago and John O’Malley joined the Review Board members at 9:30am as
planned
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* Mr. Lago spoke of cases where there might be a question of a false allegation against
a cleric; continued by stating that in such cases, not as an assumption of guilt, but out
of the interest of protecting children, the cleric would need to step aside

o There was a question asked and subsequent discussion of cases of recommendations
of the preliminary removal of a cleric made by the Review Board; discussion
included that the Board does have the ability to make recommendations on
removal/other restrictions to the Cardinal; discussion that a conference call with
Board members can be arranged by Director in cases of such recommendations being
made in between scheduled Review Board meetings; further discussion that as per
policies, preliminary actions/recommendations in such matters are made by the
Director, Archbishop, etc. which are then presented to the Review Board so that the
members can review the preliminary actions made and either support or make
other/additional recommendations

I . the statement that there is no known treatment of pedophiles and
as a result, all treatment providers and others can do is struggle to contain their
[pedophiles’] behavior

° -expressed his opinion that the Archdiocese of Chicago needs to invest
moncy for a treatment center for the withdrawn clerics

e Question asked of Mr. Lago of what is the Review Board’s role in
monitoring/supervision; through discussion, agreed that the Board would continue to
make recommendations for the creation of Individual Specific Protocols

© MTr. Lago stated that one of the next steps being taken is to generate a “profile” on
each withdrawn cleric; the first option will be to get these clerics to resign from the
priesthood; second option is for the cleric to adhere to a life of prayer and penance;
last option is laicization

LA

AOC 000253



Cec:

s Mr. Lago informed the Review Board members that he would be willing to come
back to a meeting any time for continued discussion; he added to the discussion that
the Review Board’s point of view would be very helpful concerning the future of the
18 men who have been withdrawn from ministry

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, May 19, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.

Rev. John Canary, Vicar General

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Jimmy Lago, Chancellor

Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth P.0.Box 1979

Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Review Board Meeting
Saturday, May 185, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Not Present:

Non-members Present:

Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Rev. Jeffrey Grob, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

IL

. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett (Withdrawn) - PFR- 170

Approval of Minutes — April 17, 2010 and April 27, 2010
e Minutes approved

Case Reviews
Initial Review

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review of allegation of the
sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Joseph Bennett. A summary of the allegation is
as follows: massaging; Fr. Bennett rubbing his forearm over underwear
on his penis; Fr. Bennett W pornographic films between 6-12 times;
Fr. Bennett masturbated to climax; Fr. Bennett performed oral sex on [Jjj
I 1. Bennett provided [Jfith alcohol, cigarettes, and marijuana.

Ms. McCluskey provided the Review Board with a verbal overview and update of the
investigation of this matter.

In light of the information presented, the Board determined that this matter warrants
additional investigation.

Review Board Minutes
May 15, 2010
Page 1 of 3
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Review for Caus
B. In the Matter of

C. In the Matter of

D. In the Matter of

Review Board Minutes
May 15, 2010
Page 2 of 3
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II1. Supplementar
E. In the Matter of

IV. Other Matters

.

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, June 19, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Review Board Minutes
May 15, 2010
Page 3 of 3
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Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Review Board
Saturday, April 26, 2008 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

MINUTE

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Present Via Phone:

I ot from the meeting from 10:30am through
11:30am]

Non-members Present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

L Approval of Minutes — March 15, 2008 and April 3, 2008
e Minutes approved

e Discussion of next scheduled Review Board meetings took place; based upon
Board members’ availability, the following future meeting dates were confirmed:

o May 31, 2008 [no [ G o:

o June 28, 2008
o No meeting in July 2008
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e General discussion of Hillard Heintze reports and “When do we bring Hillard
Heintze into the cycle?”

e The Board members expressed their preference to have the following information
on matters for an Initial Review [in addition to the allegation and the response]:
school records of the alleged victim, review of accused files; background check
on alleged victim; noted that Ms. McCluskey needed to use discretion to send
cases to Hillard Heintze dependent upon allegation

Case Reviews
Initial Review
A. In the Matter of
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B. In the Matter of
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Review for Cause
C. In the Matter of]

D. In the Matter of

E. In the Matter of

F. In the Matter of
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G. In the Matter of

In the Matter of

III.  Request for Supplementary Review
e Bennett, Rev. Joseph R. (Withdrawn 2006) After
discussion of the information presented before it, the Board felt that there was no
compelling new evidence. The Board’s discussion included the opinion that the
information presented to it was not new.

In an 8-1 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this
matter not be reopened for a Supplementary Review.

V. Other Matters
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Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, May 29, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.

10
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ARCHDIOCES!::%OF CHICAGO
e,

Olfice Tor the Proteclion of Children and Youth i P. 0. Box 1979
Oflice ol Assistance Minisiry i A Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Oflice for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 312-334-3254, general
Saule Environment Oflice 312-751-8307, [ax

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Review Board Meeting
Saturday, July 17, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

M TFE

Review Board Members Present:

Non-members Present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Rev. Jeffrey Grob, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

1. Approval of Minutes — June 19, 2010
e Minutes approved

11. Case Reviews
Initial Review
A. In the Malter of

Review Board Minutcs
July 17. 2010
Page 1ol 3

AOC 000268



Review for Cause

B. In the Matter of Rev. Joseph Bennett (Withdrawn 2006} — PFR- 170
The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause of _allegation of
the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Joseph Bennett. A summary of the
allegation is as follows: massaging; Fr. Bennett rubbing his forearm over_
underwear on his penis; Fr. Bennettsh&ed_g pornographic films between 6-
12 times: Fr. Bennett masturbated to climax; Fr. Bennett performed oral

sex onjJJJ F:. Bennett provided ||| with alcohol, cigarettes, and
marijuana.

Ms, McCluskey provided the Review Board with a verbal overview and update of the
investigation of this matter.

In light of the information presented, the Board determined that there is reason to
suspect that Fr. Bennett sexually abused || +hen he was a minor.

C. In the Matter of

Review Board Minutcs
July 17. 2010
Page 2 ol 3
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TIL Other Matters
# Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1. met with the Review Board
¥ Jen Hibben, Assistant to the Director of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and

Review, met with the Review Board
# Matt Hunnicutt, Director of the Office of Assistance Ministry, met with the Review

Board

Next schediled meeting is Saturday, August 21, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Review Board Minutcs
July 17. 2010
Page 30l 3
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Office of Professional Responsibility

To:

From:

Re:

Date: December 3, 2005

/\RCHDIOCES OF CHICAGO

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

Revised
File - PFR-170

Review Board Meeting

Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]_

A summary of the discussion from the Review Board Meeting on Saturday, December 3,

2005:

Meeting began with a review\of Rev. Joseph Bennett’s file in regards to
allegations of sexual mj uct made against him by Ms.“
and Ms.

Fr. Smilanic mformed the Board that Rev. Paul Golden, C.M,, I.C.D. is Fr.
Bennett’s newly appointed canonical advocate; Fr. Smilanic also informed the
Board of Fr. Golden’s request to have the entire file copied and sent to him
Cardinal George arrived at the Board meeting at 9:30ai io discuss the

Board’s recommepdations made on the Bennett d
Benneﬁ/dd allegations

The Cardinal explained that in the interest of procedure, he would like for Fr.
Bennett ress the Board in regards to the allegations made against him by
Ms. ﬂnd [clarification that Fr. Bennett did address
the Review Board at the November 19, 2005 Review Board meeting)

The Cardinal stated that he wanted to ensure that Fr. Bennett is aware of his
[Fr. Bennett’s] right to appear before the Review Board ’

The Cardinal informed the Board that he has read the entire file and that he

F.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979
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Memo to File - PFR-170
December 3, 2005
Page 2

Mr. Gass explained to the Cardinal the fact that “reasonable cause to suspect”
is not a high standard of proof in these matters, however the freckles on Fr.
Bennett’s scrotum lead the Board to believe that something [sexually abusive]
did happen in the matters involving Ms. - s,
Dr. Renshaw then referred the Cardinal to the medical documentation
concerning marks/freckles on Fr. Bennett’s scrotum
Dr. Jenuwine noted that Fr. Bennett initially denied the existence of freckles
on his scrotum and had his [personal] physician write a letter noting such;
referring to the more recent medical information obtained that states that Fr.
Bennett does have marks on his scrotum, Dr. Jenuwine made the point that
when Ms. [ allcgation was first reag to him [Fr. Bennett), he did not
remark something to the effect of, ... how would she [Ms. [N know
that [that there are marks/freckles on his scrotum]?”
Dr. Jenuwine also made the point that Ms. || rccall of Fr. Bennett
having a birth mark on his back “...does not stand up...” and that the back
surgery that Fr. Bennett underwent took place significantly after the alleged
abuse
Fr. Rubey made the point that Dr. Renshaw had talked to the Board about
such marks on a male’s scrotum, that thev are not age spots and thev are also
not common
Dr. Jenuwine stated that when he first reviewed the allegation [made by M.
against Fr. Bennett, that he found it to be incredible until he read the
information concerning the existence of freckles on the accused’s scrotum;
Dr. Jenuwine then provided the opinion that freckles on the scrotum as alleged
in the matter of M. allegation against Fr. Bennett would be a
“flashbulb memory” that a child sexual abuse victim would remember
Fr. Dowling stated that he had doubts that Fr. Bennett is an abuser
The Cardinal stated that in regards to Ms. || IEGB allegation, other parts of
her allegation seem to be inaccurate, except for the presence of freckles on Fr.
Bennett’s scrotum
The Cardinal expressed his great support and appreciation for the Board’s

review of recommendations on the matters of Ms. and Ms.
e octons on the mat

Fr. Smilanic suggested that Fr. Golden [Fr. Bennett’s canonical advocate] be
allowed to review the matters and provide a response on the behalf of the
accused prior to the Cardinal making his final decision [based upon the
Board’s Review for Cause determinations of Ms. B - s,
allegations against Fr. Bennett]
The Cardinal questioned as to why Fr. Bennett did not have a canonical
advocate until recently; Fr. Smilanic stated that he cannot recall and does not
know why
Responding to Fr. Dowling’s question of “turn around time” in the review of
the matters by Fr. Golden, Fr. Smilanic reiterated his [Fr. Golden’s] request to
have the file copied and sent to him
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In regards to Fr. Golden’s request for having a copy of Fr. Bennett’s files sent
to him, the Cardinal expressed his concern for the integrity of the files if they
are copied, but that he is “open to discussion”

Dr. Jenuwine suggested that based upon confidentiality, the Office of Legal
Services could draw up an agreement that information from Fr. Bennett’s file
copied and sent to Fr. Golden could not be copied and/or reproduced

The Cardinal requested that Fr. Golden submit his information/response on
behalf of Fr. Bennett to the Board and then communicated to him

The Cardinal stated that he would like to follow through the matters of the two
aforementioned allegations against Fr. Bennett procedurally [with the defense
of a canon lawyer], as Rome would first ask and ensure that a matter
[regarding such misconduct] abided by procedure and “The Code;” the
Cardinal expressed his concern that he does not want Rome to send any cases
back [to him] due to a lack of following procedure

Fr. Dowling expressed the need to bave the monitoring of Fr. Bennett
continue, with which the Cardinal agreed

It was agreed that all Board ould keep their files on

Bennett | land Bennew until hearing [a response] from Fr.
Bennett’s canon lawyer

Fr. Rubey will abstain from the matters, as he and Fr. Bennett are classmates
and friends
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/\RCHDIOCESEOF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

October 15, 2005

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

155 E. Superior Street

Chicago, Illinois 60611

Dear Cardinal George,

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on October 15,
2005 and conducted a Review for Cause of llegation of sexual
misconduct against Rev. Joseph Bennett pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Bennett is an active priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago.

The Board made the recommendation that in light of the information presented, there is
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. The Board
recommended that Fr. Bennett be immediately withdrawn from ministry and that
restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and
procedures. '

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

X M"?,ﬁ;
7 ™

e

R

Professional Responsibility Admingtrator \

...
e L

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board :
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests !
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November 28, 2005

X . © Fax: 303/777-0468
Cardinal Francis E. George, O.M. pﬁl@goldemonsumng.com
Archbishop of Chicago NOV 3.0 2005
155 E. Superior Street / '
Chicago, IL 60611 OFFICE OF THE

ARCHBISHOP

Your Eminence,

The Reverend Joseph Bennett, a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago and
pastor of Holy Ghost Church, has recently appointed me his canonical
consultant. | am enclosing a fully executed mandate of representation. | am ailso
enclosing a copy of my curriculum vitae.

Two women have brought complaints of sex abuse of minors against Father
Bennett. These delicts are alleged to have taken place between 1969-1971.
The Office of Professional Responsibility has been investigating the truthfulness
of these allegations. The Review Board has considered the evidence gathered
to date. Father Bennett absolutely denies these claims and has begun to
produce evidence to demonstrate his innocence.

V.—Father Bennett has not had the assistance of a.canon lawyer until last week. He

has given both written and oral responses to the allegations and has met with the
Review Board. However, there are many important questions that have not been
resolved and there is exculpatory evidence that has not been presented. | would
like to assist Father in presenting this evidence and in posing these questions.
This will take some time. On behalf of Father Bennett, | ask Your Eminence not
to make a final decision about the truthfulness of the allegations until | have
presented a complete response to you. :

One of the complainants

could well be a classic case of false memories.

Ms, I remembers” many things that did not happen, She testified said
that Father Bennett, as an associate pastor, “presided” over her confirmation and

“confirmed” her. She does not apparently remember the Bishop, the ordinary
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Cardinal Francis E. George, O.M.1.
Page Two

minister of confirmation, being present. Ms.-remembers” Father
Bennett having a birthmark on his back. He does not have such a mark. She
“remembers” Father’s private quarters being “down the hall” from the kitchen. |
will present evidence that demonstrates that these memories are false.

Ms.- allegation of abuse by Father has many elements that do not .
seem true. The place of the abuse, the time of day of the abuse, the number of

“people involved in and witnessing the abuse are outside the norm for such a
crime. She alleges that Father inserted the handle of a communion paten into
her rectum. She says it felt like her mother inserting a suppository. This cannot
be true. Most models of these patens that | have seen either have a knob on the
end or the end is square. This certainly must have been very painful for a young
girl, but Ms. does not remember that.

The other complainant, Ms NN

apparently did not remember any such abuse until her sister mentioned it to het._

is so concerned about especially her
that she feels it her duty to help Il by supporting her
allegations and adding some of her own. | will present evidence that casts doubt
on Ms. story.

In order to fully assist Father Bennett to protect his right to his good reputation
and to his privacy, | request that you instruct the Office of Professional
Responsibility to forward to me the entire file, including the deliberations of the
Review Board. Father does not know what the former Sister | NN o\d
the investigators when she was interviewed. Also, there is no record that Ms.
was contacted. Ms. |JJlltestified that
witnessed the abuse.

Father Bennett told me that he has felt your strong support of him during this
devastating experience. He appreciates the careful attention you are giving to
this case. He is hopeful that you will allow us the time to present more evidence
to demonstrate that the allegations are totally false and without merit.

Paul L. Golden, C.M.
Director

cc: Reverend Joseph Bennett
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1579

Chicago, illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-527
MEMORANDUM Fax: (312) 751-5279

www.archchicago.org

To: File - PFR-170

From: Review Board Meeting
Re: Rev. Joseph Bennett
Date: November 19, 2005

\

His monitor Rev. Leonard Dubi accompanied Rev. Joseph Bennett when he addressed the
Review Board from 11:15am through 11:45am.
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% Q lfl t Ch h 700 EAST 170th STREET
0 9 g OQ U‘he SOUTH HOLLAND, ILLINOIS §0473-3438
TELEPHONE {708) 333-7011

FAX {708) 333-1996

November 8, 2005

Leah McCluskey

Professional Responsibility Administrator
Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Dear Leah,

Thank you very much for your letter and setting up the
meeting for me and the Review Board on November 19, 2005
at 11:00 am. I will be present.

Along with this letter 1 am enclosing the chart of the
dermatologist, SN This is the original.
1 am faxing it to you along with this letter today at 5:10pm.
I will bring copies of it to the meeting. I am hoping it will
be helpful.

Simgerely,
gtk f IS s

. Joseph R. Bennett

Cc: Patrick Reardon
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

AOC 000278



To: File o
From: Ed Grace y

Re: Joe Bennett
Date: November 9, 2005

This A.M. I spoke with Joe

* He intends to be at the 11/19/05 Board Meeting
* Father Emmett Gavin declined to act as canonical advisor (Joe’s friend).
* Ithen spoke with Msgr. Easton of Indianapolis who expressed great reluctance
due to workload. In crisis he would assist. &
* AtDan Smilanic’s suggestion I contacted Msgr. Rich B@ss of Detroit to request
he act for Joe.
B ]eft message
B awaiting attorney’s call

B Msgr. Bgss’s telephone number:_ (He apparently does not
have an office at the Tribunal.)

Concerning Joe’s 11/19/05 appointment with the Review Board:
1. He has seen the dermatologist.
2. He has a typewritten report from the dermatologist.
3. I'suggested points I thought he should make with the Board:
a) Accuser spoke of birthmark.
There is no birthmark
b) Accuser spoke of freckles
Even a child knows that “freckles” are not purplish-blue —
they are brown.
¢) Dermatologist characterized “purplish-blue marks as age
spots — not likely there at the time of the allegation.
4. Joe shared with me that his civil attorney felt the Review Board, or more
accurately, some members of the Board were hostile to priests.
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To: File

From: Ed Grace
Re: Joe Bennett
Date: Nov. 14, 2005

Today I received a copy of Joe’s dermatologist’s report.

I called Joe to suggest that he ask the dermatologist for a clarification:
* Specifically - since Joe had stated to me that the scrotum marks were/might be
aging marks —
Did the doctor have an opinion on whether the spots would have been
present years ago at the time of the allegation?

* Secondly, some mark, bigger than a golf ball/smaller than a soft ball was alleged
on his back.

Marks on Joe Bennett’s back according to the dermatologist report:

1. 9c¢m scar from laminectomy is post alleged abuse

2. Otherwise the largest mark on Joe’s back is a 2.1-centimeter
keratosis — only half the size of a golfball — a golf ball is 4.2 cm in
diameter according to Google.
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OF CHICAGO

ARCHDIOCESE,

P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

October 15, 2005

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.1.
Archbishop of Chicago

155 E. Superior Street

Chicago, Illinois 60611

Dear Cardinal George,

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on October 15,
2005 and conducted a Review for Cause of _allegation of sexual
misconduct against Rev. Joseph Bennett pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Bennett is an active priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago.

The Board made the recommendation that in light of the information presented, there is
reasonable cause to suspect that the sexual abuse of a minor did occur. However, the
Board did not reach a determination on all aspects of the allegation. Further, the Board
recommended that Fr. Bennett be immediately withdrawn from ministry and that
restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and
procedures.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Professional Responsibility Adminjstrato {\/ M/T WD(
: (

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

i

i

Office of Professional Responsibility FO. Box 1979

Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5079

MEMORANDUM www.archchicago.org
To: File - PFR-170
From: Review Board Meeting
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph (Active)/_
Date: August 20, 2005

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on Angust
20, 2005:

The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause of the allegaiion made by
The allegation is as follows: Fr. Bennett penetrated Ms. -; Ms,
performed oral sex on Fr. Bennett; mutual masturbation; mutual oral sex imvolving Fr. Bennett

and Sr. Fr. Bennett penetrated Ms. rectum with handle of a paten; Ms.
witnessed Fr. Bennett and Sr. having sexual intercourse.

In light of the information presented, the Board voted 4-3. Due to the fact that there was not a

majority vote of at least five members, a recommendation could not be made to Cardinal George.

The Board then voted 7-0 that this matter be contmued to the next scheduled Review Board
meeting for a Review for Cause.

The Bda.rd also requested that PRA attempt to obtain a written consent from Fr. Bennett allowing

a Board representative to speak with Dr. I i o:d:r to clarify his April 2005
physical examination of the accused.
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ARCHDIOCESE

F CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, {llinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

www.archchicago.org
MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]_
Date: November 22, 2005

PRA spoke with Rev. Ralph R. Mollan [Retired] via phone today regarding the

continuing investigation of || 2cgation of sexual misconduct

apainst Rev. Joseph Bennett.

At the beginning of the phone conversation today, Fr. Mollan made it clear to PRA that
he is bard of hearing. PRA did need to raise her voice and speak slowly and clearly,
which seemed to be helpful to Fr. Mollan. He also needed PRA to again clarify for him
where she was calling from as well as explaining to him that the Office of Professional
Responsibility is an office of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

When asked, Fr. Mollan indicated that he recalls speaking to PRA regarding the
aforementioned matter approximately one year ago [see Memorandum in file dated July
8, 2004]. Fr. Mollan then informed PRA that he had provided all of the information that
he knew at that time.

PRA expressed appreciation for Fr. Mollan’s cooperation in the past and asked if he had
time to provide additional information regarding this matter. Fr. Mollan indicated that he
did have the time and would answer what he could for PRA.

PRA asked Fr. Mollan if he had a “policy” regarding priests having visitors in their
rooms in the rectory while he was pastor of St. John de LaSalle. Fr. Mollan appeared
confused by the word “policy.” PRA then apologized for the use of the word policy, and
asked him if he recalls giving any instruction to the other priests assigned to St. John de =
LaSalle regarding having visitors in their private rooms.

Fr. Mollan stated that it has been 25 years since he was assigned to St. John de LaSalle
and as a result, was not sure if he did or did not instruct the other priests assigned in
regards to visitors in their private quarters. Fr. Mollan then asked if he could «...think
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Memo to File - PFR-170
November 22, 2005
Page 2

about it for a couple of days...” and then get back to PRA. He suggested that due to the
Thanksgiving holiday, he might not contact PRA again until next week.

PRA thanked Fr. Mollan for his time and for his willingness to think about his time as
pastor at St. John de LaSalle prior to calling next week.

Fr. Molian was ordained in 1943 and currently resides as the Bishop Lyne Home in
Lemont, Illinois. The main phone number for the facility is ||| NEGzNGEG

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

e —
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility Chi linois 60690-1979
hicago, Hlinois -

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312} 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

November 2, 2005

Rev. Joseph Bennett
Holy Ghost Parish

700 E. 170th Street
South Holland, IL. 60473

Dear Fr. Bennett,

I am writing this letter in regards to the voice mail message that you left for me on

November 1, 2005 in regards to the alle ations of sexual misconduct made against you
by Ms. ﬂand MS-HI do understand that you have
discussed this matter with your civil attorney, Patrick Reardon,

As you know, the aforementioned matters were presented to the independent Review
Board for Initial Reviews on June 19, 2004 and March 19, 2005, respectively. As you
might recall, I initially requested your responses to the aforementioned allegations on
April 29, 2004 and January 6, 2005, respectively. 1 am grateful that you have requested
this opportunity to address the Board and completely respond to the allegations, as this is
what was requested of you over one year ago.

Due to the fact that the aforementioned matters have so recently been brought before the
independent Review Board for their consideration, you will have the opportunity to
address the Board if you wish from 11:00am until 11:30am on Saturday, November 19,

Fr. Bennett, I ask that you notify me no later than November 9, 2005 if you wish to
appear before the Board on the aforementioned date. IfT do not receive any response

from you by November 9 I wili assume that you do not wish to appear before the
Board.

If you have any questions, please contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Sineprely,

S:"*I’;eah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Adminj

7

§

s:e\)
o
N
{

Ce: Patrick Reardon, Civil Attdn
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCES‘E’,,\OF CHICACO

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM
To: File — PFR-170

From: Laura A, Neri-Palomino

Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph (Activc)_

Date: July 16, 2005

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on July 16, ‘

2005:

The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause regarding the alle
ﬂ The allegation is as follows: Fr. Bennett exposed himself 2

to perform oral sex on him.

* That PRA speak with Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests

——

PQ. Box 1979
Chicago, 1llinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

gation made by
nd then instructed Ms.
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICACO

PO. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility 1o
Chicago, Illinois 60690-197

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato@)
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]
Date: June 2, 2005

—_——

As requested by the independent Review Board, PRA reviewed Rev. Joseph Bennett’s
respective files in the Chancellor’s Office and the Vicar for Pri ffice. This request
was made by the Board in connection with Ms. ﬂallegation of sexual
abuse against Fr. Bennett.

As of'the file review that took place on April 20, 2005, PRA noted nothing out of the
ordinary in Fr. Bennett’s file kept in the Chancellor’s Office. There were many
documents praising Fr. Bennett’s work as a priest and a chaplain at Cook County Jail.
There was also documentation present pertaining to Fr. Bennett’s appointment as a Dean
of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

employee of St. Agnes was dated June 1,2000. In this same letter, the author refers to a
time period of financial difficultics at Our Lady of Fatima between 1991 and 1997 when
Fr. Bennett was pastor. Our Lady of Fatima was a parish formed with the merge of St.
Agnes and St. Joseph & Anne.

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry |
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

MEMORANDUM
To: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator
From: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Date: April 5, 2005
Re: Bennett, Joseph (Review Board Meeting, 3/19/05)

It was the Review Board’s recommendation that Father Bennett undergo a physical
examination, the choice of doctor to be made by the Vicar for Priests, Dr. I !
who practices medicine at Loyola Medical Center, will conduct the physical exam
at a time arranged between him and Father Bennett.

Regarding the recommendation of the Review Board that Father Bennett be monitored .

until the end of the Review Board process concerning the alleged victims, -
-an“y someone other than Father Len Dubi, both Cardinal
George and Rev. eorge Rassas, Vicar General, withdrew consent from this proposal

when I consulted with them. They did not support the Review Board’s recommendation '

best monitor because he himself continues to be in the One of the |
tenets of this program is the pledge to tell the truth to which F ather Dubi earnestly

commits himself, Furthermore, Father Bennett and Father Dubi spen
Father Dubi contacts Father Bennett on a daily basis. m
together. For these reasons, Father Dubi would proba y be the best monitor for Father

Bennett.
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility 4 2 ) P.O. Box 1979
! Chicago, HHinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 757-5279
MEMORANDUM 2 (312)

www.archchicago.org

To: File — PFR-170

From: Review Board Meeting

Re: Benneﬁ, Joseph (Active)_
Date: March 29, 2005

—_—

A summary of the discussion from the Review Board Meeting on Saturday, March 19, 2005:

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the aﬂeiation made by

The claii Is as follows: Fr. Bennett exposed himself to Ms. ; Fr. Bennett instructed Ms.

to perform oral sex on him.

Ina 8-0 vote, in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this matter warrants
,additional investigation. The Board also requested that PRA complete the following tasks:

® That PRA contact Sr. -’s order and ask for her assignment history as well as the reason asto
why she left the order.

* That PRA attempt to determine if Sr. [ was known as “the singing nun.”
* That PRA request to meet with Sr. Il person.
® That PRA review Fr. Bennett’s file in the Vicar for Priests and the Chancellor’s offices.

* That Fr. Bennett is asked to undergo a physical examination by a doctor of the choice of the Vicar
for Priests office.

* That Fr. Bennett is monitored until the end of the Review Board process.

e That Fr. Bennett’s monitor is either Rev. Thomas Simma or Rev. Thomas Cabala and not Rev.
Leonard Dubi.
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State of Illinois )

) ss.
County of Cook )

AFFIDAVIT

On affirmation and oath the affiant, _ Doctor of
Osteopz;thy> _ states the following:

1. Thave been the personal physician of Father Joseph Bennett for
approximately thirty-seven (37) years. 3

2. During those thirty-seven years I have performed physical €xaminations on
Joseph Bennett on at least an annual basjs. :

3. In more recent years I have seen and examined Father Bennett more
frequently to monitor diabetes related conditions, high blood pressure and
“cholesterol; these examinations have been approximately every two months.

4. In the course of these medical examinations I have personally examined the '
anatomy of Father Joseph Bennett, '

6. I further state that Father Joseph Bennett has no freckles on either of his
testicles. ' : '
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7. The above observations disc

ussed | | '
Father Joseph Bennett duriy S€d 1n paragraphs 5 and 6 have been true of

g the entire time I have been hig physician.
FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

SIGNED AND AFFIRMED

to befor eo ) AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAAA
OTEme on 22¢ day of Qe 2004 OFFICIAL SEAL

L

[

) ROSEMARY MAGGIO

- Notary Public, State of linois

v A A A
VYV VYV

B A A AN
g

P AP AN AN AR S P AST AR A
NARAARAARAAPSPININAAANAANS
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Iltinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 7515279

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCIuskey, Professiona] Responsibih’ty Administrator
Re: REV. JOSEPH BENNETT’S [ACTIVE] RESPONSE TION
OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT Mapg Byﬂ
Date: February 1, 2005

January 6, 2005

Date of Meeting: Time of M eeting: 12:00pm

Present at M. eetin
—===2elt at Mieeting

Rev. Joseph Bennett
Rev. Leonard Dubi, friend of Fr. Bennett

- Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

Face-to-Face Meetin
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski and PRA traveled to Holy Family Villa to meet with Rev., Joseph
Bennett. Frs, Kaczorowski and Bennett arranged the meeting date and Place, as all involved

Fr. Bennett was provided with a copy of Ms. _aﬂe ation of isconduct
made against him_ Tt Was agreed that PRA wou forward a copy of ﬂnalhegaﬁon
to Mr. Patrick Reardon, Fr. Bennett’s civil attorney.

PRA proceeded by reading Fallegation of sexual misconduct against Fr. Bennett
in its entirety. Upon completing the reading of the allegation, PRA informed Fr. Bennett that if
he did not fee] comfortable, he would not be expected to make an initial response to the

allegation without Mr. Reardon present. Fr. Bennett then indicated to PRA and Fr. Kaczorowski
that he felt “okay” to respond to the allegation at that point in time,
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RESPONSE - PFR-170

January 6, 2005

Page 2
Fr. Bennett stated that Ms| allegation against him is false. Further, he stated that he
does not recall providing Ms. with confirmation instruction as stated in her

allegation.

As per Fr. Bennett, his bedroom at St. John Baptist de LaSalle overlooked 102™ Street and that
Rev i

Bishop Lyne Home.

Fr. Bennett also spoke o the housekeeper at St. John Baptist de LaSalle who was
mentio. s. in her allegation. As per Fr. Bennett, would have never Jet
Ms|

or her sisters back into his bedroom. He stated that he was surprised by Ms.
allegation against him_

Fr. Bennett does remember Ms._parents and recalls that be never saw the children
[Ms. i and/or her siblings] without their mother  Other than the noted memory, Fr.
Bennett stated that he does not remember Ms. tamily very well. Fr. Bennett then
stated that his heart goes out to Ms. and her family.

At this point in the meeting, Fr. Kaczorowski brought up the point that Fr. Bennett is not under a
monitoring protocol, as suggested by Ms. i Fr. Kaczorowski then stated that Fy.
Bennett was only monitored on one occasion in the past, but no longer.

LaSalle for one year. He suggested that possibly Ms.
might have been Fr, Kub, According to Archdiocesan
hn Baptist de LaSalle from 1965 through January 6,

and is currently serving his third term ag pastor of St |
Speaking of Ms, mother’s funeral, Fr. Bennett stated that he did not attend the

mass, as he was no Jong riest of the parish [where the fimeral took place]. Fr. Bennett noted s
th him over him not celebrating her mother’s -

f

!

|

funeral mass. He described Ms.

other as “an exemplary woman” who never
let ber children out of her sight.

Fr. Bennett stated that he absolutely denies Ms. _allegati'on against him. He does not ‘ |
remember baving any Separate or specific conversations with Ms. and/or with her
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RESPONSE - PFR-170
January 6, 2005
Page 3

siblings. He only remembers “the kids | ey siblings]” being with their

mother. As per Fr. Bennett, the only time that he went to Ms.ﬂfamﬂy bome was

with [Jlfwhen he would give her a ride there.

aving Ms_ mother and siblings visiting in the kitchen
He feels that he might have walked through the kitchen of the

mother and the childre would have had with her.

e mught have been in Ms, family home on one or
ith a ride there to vistt,

Fr. Bennett does recall-h
of St. John de LaSalle rectory.
rectory and said hello to Ms.

Fr. Bennett then estimated thay
two occasions when he provided

PRA and Fr. Kaczorowski thanked Fr. Bennett for his time and his response to Ms. _
ennett

allegations. It was agreed that PRA would forward a copy of a draft response to Fr.
based upon the January 6, 2005 meeting. Fr. Bennett will then review the draft and make any
corrections necessary prior to returning it to PRA.

Rev. Joseph Bennett _ Date

}/( A//CMOW/% 3(2]ps
L'hh McClusl.cey, Administrator (}\ Date |

A R - 7i0~0y

Bﬁy/ J/imes Kafgowski, Vicar for Priests Date

/
/)
b ,/ /
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces the summary prepared by Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Responsibility, of Victim
DO's statement, given to Ms. McCluskey on August 31, 2004, formalizing her allegation of
abuse against Rev. Joseph Bennett. The alleged abuse consisted of Fr. Bennett forcing Victim
DO to perform oral sex on his. The alleged abuse occurred in the rectory of St. John Baptist de
LaSalle parish in approximately 1969-1970. The alleged abuse occurred began when Victim DO
was approximately 12-13 years old and ended when she began attending high school. Victim
DO recalls that Fr. Bennett told her not to tell anyone about the sexual abuse.
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility F.O. Box 1979

Chicago, Hlineis 60690-1979

(312} 751-5205

P RRCERIED
MEMORANDUM NOV 1 6 2004
| o OF s, S
To: File - PFR-170 ¢
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato@

Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]/ | .

Date: November 3, 2004

PRA and Mrs. Mayra Flores of Assistance Ministry met with Ms, on
September 7, 2004 regarding her sisters' *aﬂd
allegations of sexual misconduct against Rev. Joseih Bennett. As requested by Ms.

BN :1:c meeting took place at her hair salon located at |||
I i» Chicago.

After introductions were made, PRA provided Ms. I vith information regarding
the Office of Professional Responsibility, as well as a copy of §1100 Sexual Abuse of
Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures for
Determination of Fitness for Ministry. Ms. B s then asked to begin wherever
she felt most comfortable sharing her memories of her sisters and Fr. Bennett.

Ms. Jlb<can by stating that at this point in time, her recollections are that she was
a "bystander" during the time period that Fr. Bennett allegedly abused her older sisters
ﬁ and [l She does not have any memories at this time of herself being abused
by the cleric. As per Ms. I when I vegan o disclose the abuse by Fr.
Bennett, she began to relate her own recollections [from her childhood).

Ms. [ showed Mrs. Flores and PRA a picture of her and [lflon their First
Communion, which took place at St. John de LaSalle. She was between seven and eight
years old at the time. Ms. shared that her mother held her sister back in
school one year so thatﬂld be with her in class. As per Ms. .she was
painfully shy as a child and her mother felt that being in the same First
Communion class with her would be a help. Ms. nd -were in the same

CCD class at St. John de LaSalle so that they could make their First Commusion
together,
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Ms. - father worked evenings, so between 3:00pm and 4:00pm her mother
would be making dinner for him and such so that he could get ready and leave for work.
As aresult, Ms. I and I had 1o wait in the classroom after CCD for

approximately 20-30 minutes until their mother could pick them up. w recalls

waiting by herself and that she did not like doing so. She recalls that was not
with her waitin ause she [l had to so something after CCD class downstairs.
At the time ﬂwas "the favorite," so it was not unusual for her to be asked to do
something extra after class. When asked later in the meeting by PRA, Ms.

stated that she recals there being a door at the bottom of the stairs fin the school where
CCD was held] and that she waited a lot at the top of the stairs as she was told. Again
when asked, Ms. [l stated that she does remember knowing that she had to wait at
the top of the stairs, but not who told her to wait there.

Ms, - remembers one occasion when she was scared while waiting at the top of

I v <t downstairs, where she was told not to go. She recalls that Sr. JJJll ran
out from somewhere and opened and closed the door [located at the bottom of the stairs],
Ms. [ stated that Sr. BEEid not have her veil on and as a result, saw the nun's
short, coarse hair. She also recalls watching Sr. [l adjusting her skirt and the buttons
on her blouse. At the time, Ms. [ vas "...really upset and crying..." and Sr.
I :0!d her that all was well and that there was nothing to worry about,

Ms. I then shared another memory of being in the basement hall outside of the
CCD classroom. She recalls crying, being scared and upset, and backing away from

vestments. Ms. [Mbacked herself into a coat rack and fell. After falling, she
remembers being comforted by Sr. Il

Ms. - spoke of_ [please refer to nd-

allegations against Fr. Bennett]. She recalls visiting often with her
sisters and their mother and that the woman gave them Irish sweaters as gifts. Ms.
escribed [l 2s one of her mother's dearest friends. As per Ms. || N
took care of the priests at St. John de LaSalle. She stated that was an elf-like
woman with an Irish brogue, which made her difficult to understand. As Ms.

mother attended church at St. John de La Salle every morning, she and-became
good friends, and in turn became friendly with Fr. Bennett.

Ms. - spoke of a time when she, -and their mother went to visit -
They sat in the kitchen of St. John de LaSalle rectory and had orange juice and

coffeecake. Ms. [ :-ecalls Fr. Benneit being present and taking
into the back area of the rectory to see the scapulas/medals in his bedroom area.

ith him

Ms. - spoke of another time when she- their mother, and were out
to dinner. She and her family had moved out of Pullman and to Worth by then and Fr.
Bennett had been assigned to Our Lady of the Ridge [According to Archdiocesan
Archives, Fr. Bennett was assigned to Our Lady of the Ridge from 1973 through 1976].

the stairs and feeling that she really wanted her sister-with her. As a result, Ms.
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Ms. - then shared that ttended morning mass with their mother often.
At this point in the meeting, Ms. apologized to Mrs. Flores and PRA for being

"scattered” in terms of time frames and the memories that she was sharing.

Ms. - stated that her mother passed away seven years ago. She spoke of a Fr. Pat
who was a good friend of her mother's who is now assigned to St. Christina's [According
to the current Archdiocesan Directory, there is no priest listed as assigned to St.
Christina's with the first name Pat or Patrick]. As per Ms. - her mother
"mothered"” Pat and "...pushed him in the direction to become a priest.” Upon the
passing of her mother, she called Fr. Pat and Fr. Bennett, to request that they con-
celebrate the fimeral mass at St. Albert the Great, She shared that Fr. Pat was more than
happy to say the mass. When she called Fr. Bennett about her mother's death and the
funeral mass, she was shocked that the cleric- did not remember her mother. As per Ms.

she spoke to Fr. Bennett at that time about - and St. John de LaSalle. She
shared with Mrs. Flores and PRA that Fr. Bennett had been to her family's homes fin
Pullman and in Worth] for dinner in the past. Referring back to the time when her
mother passed away, Ms. I s:atcd that she was upset and grieving when speaking
with Fr. Bennett. She stated that Fr. Bennett agreed to say the funeral mass [with Fr.,
Pat]. Shortly prior to the funeral mass, Ms. || I brought Fr. Bennett family pictures,
which included her mother and father to share with him. She stated that Fr. Bennett
looked at the pictures quickly and then told her that he was sorry for her loss.

PRA thanked Ms. [l for all that she had shared of her memories of Fr. Bennett's
involvement with her and her family. She then agreed to answer clarification questions
for PRA.

When asked, Ms. | stated that she is unsure of who taught the CCD class at S,
John de LaSalle that she and B cnded. She does recall that Sr. [Jllllwas the -
"singing nun," and also has memories of the nun playing the guitar. In regards to Fr.
Bennett, she remembers him to be "stoic” and not one to say much, She referred to her
memories of her mother taking a picture of her and [l with Fr. Bennett. Ms,
I stoccd tho: I 15 o picture and that it looks as if Fr. Bennett is
attempting to move out of the shot as it was being taken.

Ms. -described her mother as very religious and her father as a Lutheran who
"went with the flow." Her father would attend Catholic mass on Sundays with the
family, but he never converted to Catholicism.

While living in Worth, Ms. I cembers talking with her mother about the media
coverage of the sexual abuse of minors by priests. She stated that her mother remarked
that the allegations [against all priests] were not true and felt that . ..it would all come
out that people [who alleged abuse] were lying." Ms. || cecans that her mother
was upset and offended with the media coverage of people alleging that they were abused
by priests.
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When Ms. -and her siblings were growing up, their mother taught them that
priests walked on water. As a result of these teachings, Ms. [JJJJJill feels that i ]
or- told their mother something regarding the abuse by Fr. Bennett, they would not
be believed. Ms. -addcd her feeling that her mother would not have believed any
of them if anyone had anything negative to say about a priest or a nun. She described her
mother as sweet, innocent, and naive. Ms. -thcn shared that if her parents were
not dead, this fthe abuse of her sisters by Fr. Bennett] would kill them.

Referring back 1o her childhood, Ms. [ shared that B 2 the most book

smart of the five children in the family. Ms. also shared that it was easy to play
a practical joke or "pull one over on” As a result of her sister's intelligence, Ms.
as always thouiht that would become a lawyer or a doctor. Ms.

hared that was always outgoing as well.'As per Ms.JJJJJE when
did not become a doctor or a lawyer, she was surprised and disappointed. Ms.
shared that -Strugglcd with concentration when she was in college.

as earning good grades, but dropped out of school, even when she was
‘attending classes at Moraine Valley [Junior College]. ’

Ms. described - as a devout Catholic as an adult. As per Ms. | EGczcIN
is active in church, prayer meetings, and is "...a big church go-er." s

always been a prayerful person and does quote from the bible.

Ms. then spoke of the current state of her family and their feelings of discomfort
that Fr. Bennett is still in a parish [Holy Ghost]. She stated that she has been extremely
close to going to Holy Ghost to speak with Fr. Bennett. Ms. |l shared that her
sisters' abuse by Fr. Bennett has been devastating to their family. She remarked that if
her father and brother were still alive today, Fr. Bennett would not be currently active in a
parish. She described her family as close-knit and shared that Fr. Bennett's abuse has
ruined the lives of [ 2nd Ms. I stated that both [ and
have suffered from depression and have been suicidal. She described herself as a
backbone for her sisters,

Ms. - spoke of phone calls that she has had with [l where she I- has
been suicidal. She has often wondered if the next phone call she receives is to inform her
that - 1s dead. As aresult of her sisters' abuse, work and friends have not been
"first” for Ms. |l The abuse by Fr. Bennett has been * _ a very big thorn" in her
family's side.

Ms.-shared that she has done well for herself, but feels guilty that her sisters
have not. She owns her own business, property, and a summer home. Ms. [N
recently bought- anew car as well. She wants her sisters to have happy, normal
lives and to function as normal people, which devastates her. At this point in the
meeting, Ms. became visibly emotional. Up until this point, she had been able
1o speak clearly and directly regarding the memories of her childhood involving Fr.
Bennett and her sisters' difficulties as a result of the alleged abuse.
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Ms. -stated that the past year has been very difficult and that "pieces of the
puzzle" have been coming together. She shared that she is fearful that she may have a
"weird" memory [involving Fr. Bennett], but does not think that she will.

PRA thanked Ms, 'for sharing all that she had regarding ¥r. Bennett and her

sisters, - and
Ms. _ may be reached at the following:

1/tel ey

Date
Jollons gy

M Q&W’v hJ“eIO"—I

Mayra Flol@;, Assistance Ministry Date '

Cc: Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorst, Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, lilinois 60690-1979

{312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

TO:. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O’Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace,?Vicar for Priests
N
FROM: Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

DATE: July 30, 2004

RE: [PFR-170]Bennett, Rev. Joseph (Active) | KGN

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 3/2/04. We are opening °
a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the Review
Process by attempting to arrange an interview with ||| | | |} BBl Plcase advise this office
of ani information you may have in your files regarding Bennett, Rev. Josep

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachment

cc:  Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator(@
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]_
Date: July 8, 2004

PRA contacted Rev. Ralph R. Mollan [Retired] via phone on July 7, 2004 regarding Ms.
allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. Joseph Bennett and "Sr.
" Fr. Mollan was ordained in 1943 and currently resides at the Bishop Lyne
Home. He was pastor of St. John de LaSalle at the time of the alleged abuse of]
by Fr. Bennett and Sr. ||

At times during the phone conversation, Fr. Mollan requested certain statements by PRA
to be repeated as a result of his apparent difficulty of hearing. However it was clear that
Fr. Mollan comprehended all that was discussed.

PRA explained to Fr. Mollan that he was contacted as a result of an ongoing investigation
of M. allegation against Fr. Bennett and Sr. Il Fr. Mollan indicated that
he was pastor of St. John de LaSalle in the late 1960s and early 1970s as identified by
Ms. [ in her allegation. He stated that he does know Fr. Bennett and that "there
was never a charge [of misconduct]" against Fr. Bennett when the two clerics were
assigned to St. John de LaSalle. Fr. Mollan added that he is also not aware of any current
charges of misconduct against Fr. Bennett.

When asked by PRA, Fr. Mollan stated that he does not remember a nun by the name of
Sr. Ml He identified the nuns assigned to St. John de LaSalle at the time as School
Sisters of Notre Dame. As per Fr. Mollan, many of the nuns took names such as "Sr.
Mary Benedict," but again stated that he did not remember a Sr. . PRA then asked
Fr. Mollan if he recalled any nuns who played the guitar while at St. John de LaSalle. Fr.
Mollan stated that he does not remember any nuns playing guitar at St. John de LaSalle
or at any other assignment of his.

For clarification purposes, PRA then asked Fr. Mollan if he recalled any inappropriate
behavior on the part of Fr. Bennett. Fr. Mollan stated that he does not recall any
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inappropriate behavior by Fr. Bennett and remembers the cleric as a "steady, good
priest."

Fr. Mollan then asked if PRA knew the name of the principal at St. John de LaSalle at the
time. PRA informed him that Ms. [IEMllidentified the principal as Sr. Dorothy. Fr.

Mollan confirmed that Sr. Dorothy was the principal along with his feeling that she is still
alive.

PRA thanked Fr. Mollan for his assistance and cooperation with this matter. Fr. Mollan
stated that he would keep this matter confidential and would not discuss it with anyone.

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Lay Advisory Group
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Sr. Joan McGlinchey, Office for Religious
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Mininstry
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM
- To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator {{* ’/
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]_
Date: December 19, 2003

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

PRA received a phone call from Ms. on December 3, 2003 regarding an
allegation of sexual misconduct against a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. During
the initial phone call, Ms. stated that she did not wish to have her name released,
nor was she intending of providing PRA with the name of the accused. After some
conversation and an explanation of the process of formalizing an allegation of sexual
misconduct, Ms. |l named her alleged abuser as Rev. Joseph Bennett. However,
Ms. [ requested that PRA not release her name or any detail of the alleged abuse
[to follow] until she had been able to obtain legal representation. PRA received two
messages from Ms. |Jllllltoday allowing PRA to release her name and any detail of
the allegation against Fr. Bennett provided on December 3, 2003. However, Ms.

has yet to obtain council, but will contact PRA once she has been able to
identify appropriate representation.

During the phone conversation on December 3, Ms. informed PRA that she had

spoken with a parish priest in her home state of] regarding her allegation against
Fr. Bennett. As per Ms. [ she sought advice from her priest as to how she should
go about addressing the alleged past abuse and he advised her to contact the Archdiocese

of Chicago.

Ms.-stated that she is 43 years old and

described 2003 as "a rough year" but that she had
mentioned the fact that she "had a great childhood” and grew up on the south side of
Chicago. During 2003 Ms. |l had participated in a women's' prayer group through
her church and began to "clean house" as directed by the leader of the group. It was at
this time that Ms. NI began to experience "memories that didn't make any sense."
The memories were of her grammar school years, when she was approximately eight
years old and in CCD classes prior to her First Communion. As per Ms. I she

She
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was in third grade at the tirne,F
Il Their CCD teacher was Sr. [Carmelite nun] whom Ms. | EEGEGzG
described as "a sweet young nun." Ms. Il also referred to a priest [alleged abuser]
as "wonderful." She recalls that the priest was reassigned to a parish in the suburbs at
one point. However, the priest would be present dW's CCD classes from
time to time. At this point in the conversation, Ms. still did not feel comfortable
disclosing the name of the accused as she was advised by her parish priest not to disclose
such information over the phone.

PRA began to explain to Ms. the purpose and responsibilities of PRA and the
Office of Professional Responsibility. After some discussion and Ms. || Gz
information that the accused is an active priest in the Archdiocese of Chicago, Ms.
-named her abuser as Rev. Joseph Bennett. She referred back to her recent
memories of the alleged abuse and stated that she has "clear memories of Fr. Joe and Sr.
B B s ihat St [l was "present and a part of the abuse.” She
also informed PRA that Fr. Bennett has a birthmark on a part of his body that she
"shouldn't know." Later in the conversation, Ms. informed PRA that Fr.
Bennett has a freckle on his left testicle. When asked by PRA, Ms. |JJilllstated that
she and her sister attended CCD classes at St. John De La Salle at 106™ and King.

Ms. Il informed PRA that she is coming forward at this time out of her "concern
for the kids" and that Fr. Bennett is "only 61 [years old] now” and assigned to a parish in
the Archdiocese of Chicago. She stated, "I don't want any money and I don't want
revenge. I just want the truth." As per Ms. |l the alleged abuse took place when
she was between 7 and 9 years old. She moved out of St. John De La Salle parish with
her family when she was 11 years old.

When provided information regarding formalizing her allegation, Ms. [ informed
PRA that she would be interested in PRA and Assistance Ministry traveling to

to meet with her. Ms. also came to the decision that she would like time to
obtain an attorney to protect her interests prior to PRA releasing any information
regarding her allegation. Upon her identification of an attorney, Ms.-stated that
she would contact PRA and schedule a meeting,

It was agreed that PRA would send Ms. || ]I 2 copy of §1100 Sexual Abuse of

Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures for
Determination of Fitness for Ministry. Her contact information is as follows:

Ms. I birth date is _
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Ms.- contacted this office on December 17, 2003 and left a message approving
the release of her name and information regarding her allegation of sexual misconduct
against Fr. Bennett. She informed PRA that she continues to seek an attorney and will
contact PRA when she has found an attorney and is ready to schedule a meeting. Ms.

I <o mentioned in her message that [N 125 menmories
of misconduct involving Fr. Bennett and Sr. [} As per IR, her sister

I 2y be interested in coming forward as well. Ms. [ left the following
contact numbers and requested a return call from PRA.

PRA left a message for Ms. Il on December 19, 2003.
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OF CHICAGO

ARCHDIOCESE,

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illincis 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 2, 2004

Rev. Joseph Bennett W \)u&t\’\

C/o Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938

Chicago, IL 60601

Dear Fr. Bennett,

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Professional Responsibility Review Board
regarding Ms._allegation of sexual misconduct against you.

In light of the information presented, the Review Board has requested that you participate
in a psychological evaluation. If you are in agreement with the Review Board's request,-
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests would be able to assist with making the
necessary arrangements. I ask that you respond to this letter in writing with your
decision.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. As you
know, you may also reach Fr. Kaczorowski at [312] 642-1837.

Sincefgly,
Leah McCluskey

s

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Joseph Bennett

Professional Responsibility Admi
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of the Archbishap AL Post Office Box 1979
i Chicago, Rlinois 60690-1979

February 23, 2004

Dear Father Bennett:

In light of the recommendation of the Diocesan Priests’ Placement Board, which
reflects the endorsement of your Episcopal Vicar and Dean, I am pleased to appoint you to
serve a second term as Pastor of Holy Ghost in South Holland, commencing July 1, 2003, the
date your previous term ended. Your term of office will be for an additional six years, but
will officially remain in effect until you are reappointed or transferred or your successor is
named.

The support you have received for this reappointment is an indication of the fine
pastoral leadership you have rendered to the people of Holy Ghost parish as you have
prociaimed the Gospel message through your time and effort these past six years.

Joe, it is my hope that this will be a time of renewal for you personally as you

continue to offer your priestly gifts with the people of God who have been entrusted to your
care.

Fratemally yours in Christ,

W .
Francis Cardinal George O.M.1.

ﬂ P % :2 | , Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

Reverend Joseph R. Bennett
Holy Ghost Parish

700 E 170™ St

South Holland, IL. 60473
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PATRICK G. REARDON

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
SUITE 1938
221 NORTH LASALLE STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601

AREA CODE 312
372-5716

May 2, 2003

Rev. James Kazorowski
Vicar for Priests

645 N. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL 60602
Dear Rev. Kazorowski,

Enclosed please find an update statement of the legal fees regarding the representation of

Joe Bennett.and a copy of the first bill which is currently outstanding.

Sifcerely,

Patrick G. Reardon

PGR/bi
Encl.:
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BILL FOR LEGAL SERVICES
ON BEHALF OF
JOE BENNETT, DEFENDANT

PATRICK G. REARDON, ATTORNEY

\

Legal Fee: $175.00 Per Hour
Hours: 2 hours
Total Amount due: $350.00

Date Description Time
4/18/03 Review file, draft letter to PFR 1.0
4/26/03 Meet with PFRA to review additional 1.0

information relating to accusation

Total >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 2.0

N
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PATRICK G. REARDON
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
SUITE 1938
221 NORTH LASALLE STREET
CHICAGO. ILUNOIS 60601

AREA CODE 312
372-5716

February 13, 2003

Rev. James Kazorowski
Vicar for Priests

645 N. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL 60602

Dear Rev. Kazorowski,

Enclosed please find an update statement of the legal fees regarding the representation of

Joe Bennett. . )
‘ ~Sincerely, _ '
forl
Patrick G. Reardon ‘
PGR/bi
Encl.: (1)
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BILL FOR LEGAL SERVICES
ON BEHALF OF
JOE BENNETT, DEFENDANT
PATRICK G. REARDON, ATTORNEY

Legal Fee: $175.00 Per Hour

Hours to date: 4.7 hours

Total Amount due: $822.50

Date ‘ Description Time

12/17/02 Meet with Review Board Administrator at 1.2
office of Vicar for priests

12/30/02 Calls with client regarding response .5

1/3/03 Meet with client to draft response to Review [2.0
Board

1/7/03 Prepare final draft and fax response to PFRB |1.0
Leah McCluskey and mailed hard copy

Total SOODDDDODDOIIDODDISISISIIDZDDSISSSSSSSSSSSSSS | ¢ .7
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO
;}Z.‘ %

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, lllinois 60690-197¢

MEMORANDUM (312) 751-5205

Fax: (312) 751-5279%
To: File -PFR-170
From; Professional Fitness Review Board Minutes
Re: Bennett, Joseph (Active)_
Date: April 26, 2003

e R ————

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on April 26, 2003:

The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of _
. The claim 1s as follows: fondling over and underﬁ clothes by JB; oral sex.

In a unanimous 7-0 voté, the Review Board determined that there is no reasonable cause to suspect
that misconduct did occur.

. »
&) 1
¥ e
3 >
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

'\ d '

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

February 14, 2003

Rev. Joseph-Befiietn
C/o Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938

Chicago, Illinois 60601

Dear Fr. Bennett,

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003

and conducted a First Stage Review regarding ||| | | I 2!ccation of sexual
misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.08 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.

The Board has determined that it has insufficient information at this time to make a
finding, and has asked me to seek some additional information. The Cardinal has
accepted this determination. As requested by the Board, I have requested to speak with
_ again about his allegation. I will then contact Fr. Kaczorowski to
schedule an another meeting with you if there is any additional information that I would
need to present to you. The Board feels that the additional information would benefit its
ability to make its recommendations to the Cardinal. I do appreciate the fact that this
process has been emotionally trying to this point, and I ask for your understanding of the
Board’s request for us to speak again.

1 will be following up with you about this matter within about 10 business days from the
date of this letter. If you have questions or concerns prior to my contacting you, please
feel free to call me at 312.751.5205. Also, please know that Rev. James Kaczorowski
continues to be available to you. You can reach him at 312.642.1837.

Sincere

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admin

Cc:  Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
John O’Malley, Legal Services
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CJJOQU g‘\OSf (‘J‘Ulld\ ‘ 700 EAST 170TH STREET

SOUTH HOLLAND, ILLINOIS 60473

TELEPHONE (708) 333-7011
February 9, 2003

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests' Office
645 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Dear Jim,

As per our telephone conversation of several weeks
ago, I am giving you the information of vacation
reservations which Len Dubi and I have made for the
two weeks of February 15 through March 1.

We are traveling on Aeromexico Airlines and staying
at Royal Sunset Club in Cancun, Mexico. The telephone
number is (1998) 881-4500. Rather than put down other
details in this note, I enclose copies of the
Confirmacion Vacacional.

I hope these plans are OK with you. Thank you very

much for all your support and prayers.

It}nChrist .

ﬁ&-/g-“%‘éw
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January 6, 2002

RESPONSE OF FATHER JOSEPH BENNETT
10 accusations or G

ASREAD BY LEAH McCLUSKEY

On Tuesday, December 17,2002, Father Joseph Bennett appeared
at the office of the Vicar for Priests to meet with Leah McCluskey and
Father Kaczorcewski. Ms. McCluskey read a report of an interview with
" B using Father Bennett of certain acts of sexual

misconduct allegec to have occurred over 25 years ago. Father Bennett
denies these accusations.

Father Benne't deplores the fact that he is now in the position of
attempting to defend hiraself from accusations so remote in time that
memories fade and facts are difficult to establish. Nevertheless, Father
Bennett wishes to point out some of the factual inaccuracies evident in
the reported accusation. In exposing these untruths, Father Bennett
intends no uncharitable “attack” on his accuser. He feels he must do so
in the interest of the truth and in the preservation of his reputation.

First, the accuser states that in the summer of 1976 he was a minor
‘working at Our Lady of the Ridge Parish | | | EEEEE. He states
~ that it was during this summer work that he was in a rectory room at
Our Lady of the Ridge of Father Bennett where certain acts of
misconduct occurréd. In denying these accusations of misconduct,
Father Bennett further points out that he did not reside at Our Lady of
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the Ridge Parish during the summer of 1976. In the spring and summer
of 1976, Father Bennett was assigned and resided at the parish of St.
Joseph and St. Anne, 2751 W. 38" Place, Chicago, I 60632. He had
finished his term at Our Lady of the Ridge in January, 1976. These
‘assignments ate verified by records of the Archdiocese Personnel Board.

Father Bennett is rorally certain that ||l ncver visited Father

Bennett in his personal rooms at Our Lady of the Ridge Parish or at St.
Joseph and St. Anne Church.

Second, the accuser states that Father Bennett presided at Mr.,
I v/ dding when Mr. was[lycars old. Father
Bennett did not pecform this wedding and did not even attend the
ceremony. Official documents show a wedding between a [ NN
-« - . B -

FThe priest at this wedding was Rev.

Third, the acvuser states that while a minor he went to Father
Bennett’s office at the Cook County Jail to carry out some materials.
Father Bennett has no memory of any such occasion. Father Bennett
served as a Catholic chaplain of the Cook County Department of
Corrections for several vears. His office was in the PACE Institute
section of Division I of the jail facility. This area was reached by going
through locked inimate cellblocks. The passage of time has made it
impossible to provide any witnesses or documentation. However, based
upon his years of experience at the facility, Father believes it to be
extremely unlikely that a minor would have been permitted to pass
through the areas of the jail necessary to reach his office.

Father Bennéit remembers | N|GzGNGz 2nd his mother. He
believes he was instrumental in introducing them to the Catholic Faith.

Father Bennett remembers his relationship to || || | I and to his
mother as being cordial and friendly. He can offer no reason to explain

why _would make such an accusation. Nor can he explain
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the timing of such an accusation regarding conduct alleged to have
occurred so many years ago.

Father Bannett submits that for 37 years he has faithfully served as
a priest of the Chicago Archdiocese as an associate pastor, pastor,
chaplain, since his ordination in April, 1966. He makes no claim of
perfection and humbly acknowledges his imperfect human nature.
Nevertheless, with the help of God’s grace he feels that despite this false

accusation he is profess:onally fit to continue his service to his Church
- and to God’s peOp .

Q/M,W

Revereé@f J oseph Bennett

g;@‘ /AJ Mz&sp_

Patrick G. Reardon

Attorney and Counselor at Law
+ 22]1.N. LaSalle - 1938

Chicago, lllinois

312-372-5716
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces the summary prepared by Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Responsibility, of Victim
DP's attomey's statement, given to Ms. McCluskey on November 25, 2002, after Victim DP
formalized his allegation of abuse against Rev. Joseph Bennett. Victim DP's attorney spoke
regarding the veracity of Victim DPs claims and the effect the alleged abuse had on Victim DP.
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces the summary prepared by Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Responsibility, of Victim
DP's statement, given to Ms. McCluskey on November 25, 2002, formalizing his allegation of
abuse against Rev. Joseph Bennett. The alleged abuse began as brief touching of his genitals,
and Fr. Bennett soon progressed to fondling, masturbating and performing oral sex on Victim
DP. According to Victim DP he was abused on approximately 25 occasions over a period of
three years. The alleged abuse occurred at the Our Lady of the Ridge parish rectory when
Victim DP was between 15 and 17 years old between 1976-1979.
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Law OFFICES
THOMAS J. FLEISCHMANN

& ASSOGIATES

THOMAS J. FLEISCHMANN 473 DUNHAM ROAD

SUITE 200
ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 60174

(630) 584-5555
FAX (630) 584-9868
EMAIL TJFLEISCH@AOL.COM

November 12, 2002

Ms. Leah McCluskey

Acting Fitness Review Administrator
Office of Professional Fitness Review
The Archdiocese of Chicago

676 North St. Clair

Suite 1910

Chicago, Illinois 60611

Mr. James A. Seritella o
Burke, Warren, MacKay & Seritella, P.C.
22nd Floor IBM Plaza

330 North Wabash Avenue

Chicago, Ilhnois 60611-3607

Re: _and Rev. Joseph Bennett

Dear Ms. McCluskey and Mr. Seritella:

As I mentioned to Ms. McCluskey, my client, _ is willing to
discues this matter with whomever the Archdiocese deems appropriate. However,
you will only interview my client once. Therefore, Jim if you or one of your
colleagues wishes to attend and intexrview _We have no objection.

By way of background, was born on‘ 18
one of eight sons and one daughter of and
He currently resides at
His social security number is His INlinois driver's license

number is | Gz He is currently employed by

' Er_lcloséd is the report of the polygraph examination conducted by Steven
Kirby. Itis my understanding that Mr. Kirby conducts polygraph examinations for
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Ms. Leah McCluskey
Mr. James A. Seritella
November 12, 2002
Page 2

the Joliet Diocese. The report states many of the facts of the case. Additionally,
during the time Father Bennett was “seeing” my client, Father Bennett was also
the chaplain for the Cook County Jail. According to Father Bennett, one of the
individuals he “counseled” was John Wayne Gacy.
After you review the facts, please contact me to arrange for the interview.
Very 'truly yours,
/ .
S A A
Thomas J. Fleischmann

em

Enclosure
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EDWARD R. KIRBY & ASSOCIATES, INC.
PROFESSIONAL INVESTIGATORS
783 N. YORK ROAD
ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 60126-1313" -
PHONE (630) 941 - 1700 - o
FAX (630) 941 - 1750

et i ) o www kirbyinvestigations.com

2 Kevin M. Read
STEVEN L. KIRBY " John J. Murray
PRESIDENT : )
JAMES R. KIRBY - - Jill M. Longmi
VICE PRESIDENT October 14, 2002 gmire
_— Kay M. Hall
EDWARD R. KIRBY

1919-1991

Dorothy V. McGuire

To: Thomas J. Fleischmann, Esq.
437 Dunham Road Suite 200
St. Charles IL 60174

On Monday, October 14, 2002 I o untorily submitted himself for 2 polygraph
examination to investigate the truthfulness of his allegations that in the mid 1970s he was
sexually abused by a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, whom the subject identified as Father
Joseph Bennett.

Prior to the examination, the subject signed a form agreeing to submit to the examination and
allowing the results of the examination to be released to Thomas J. Fleischmann and anyone else
Mr. Fleischmann might designate. He also released all parties to the examination from any
resulting liability. A copy of that document is retained in the investigative file in this case.

During the subject’s pretest interview, he stated that he first met Father Bennett in 1976 when he
was about 15 years of age. The subject said that he met Father Bennett when the subject’s mother
was converting to the Catholic faith. According to the subject, Father Bennett became friends of
the family and invited the subject to the parish rectory to do yard work. At that time, Father
Bennett was assigned to Our Lady of the Ridge in Chicago Ridge IL.

The subject stated that the first time he was subjected to any type of sexual activity with Father
Bennett was on a summer day when he was sunbumed. The subject stated that Father Bennett
started to rub lotion on his back and then began to rub the subject’s genital area. The subject said
that a couple of weeks later Father Bennett took the subject to his living quarters in the rectory
and performed oral sex on the subject. According to the subject, this type of activity continued to
take place over a three-year period on at least twenty-five occasions. The subject stated that the
sexual encounters continued at two other parishes, St. Joseph and St. Anne’s near 39" &
California, in Chicago and at a church located around 111" & Central Park. According to the
subject, sexual encounters occurred about 90% of the time he visited Father Bennett.

The subject denied that he ever performed oral sex on Father Bennett and denied that the two ever
engaged in intercourse. In fact, the subject stated that he never saw Father Bennett unclothed.
According to the subject, the extent of the sexual activity was Father Bennett fondling and
performing oral sex on the subject.

The subject denied ever engaging in any other homosexual activity at any other time in his life, or
with any other person.

Centified International Investigators * Certified Fraud Examiners
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The subject alleged that Father Bennett gave him money on several occasions, including i)aying
in part for a senior trip on a cruise ship to St. Thomas. The subject also alleged that Father

Bennett offered him alcohol (beer) and showed him pomography, both print and video/movies
prior to the sexual encounters.

The subject stated that his brother [ ihas alleged that Father Bennett fondled him -) but
denied any other sexual activity with Father Bennett. The subject stated that Father Bennett also
intimated that he (Bennett) was engaging in sexual activity with another teenager, a Filipino boy
named JJJij during this time (mid 1970s). '

The subject said that sometime in 1978 Father Bennett began coming around their house
intoxicated and “acting real strange.” The subject said that his older brothers told Father Bennett
that they did not want him around their house and he stopped coming over. The subject said that a
few years later, when he became married, his mother insisted that Father Bennett say the wedding
mass. The subject stated that that was the last time he has seen or spoken to Father Bennett.

Beside from his legal counsel, the subject said that he has only told this information to his brother
, (who also said that Father Bennett fondled him) and his current girlfriend,

According to the subject, he never discussed the molestation with anyone as a child and
only recently came forth with his allegations, after it became widespread knowledge about priests
molesting children. The subject stated that the reason he never reported the abuse was because he
was embarrassed and confused. The subject stated that he feels victimized by the abuse and also

feels that some of the relationship problems (two divorces) he has had in his life are a direct result
of the abuse.

There were no significant emotional disturbances, indicative of deception on the subject’s
polygraph records when he was asked the following questions:

1)  Did Father Joseph Bennett perform oral sex on you several times when you were fifteen
to eighteen years of age? ANSWER: YES

2) Between 1976 and 1978, did Father Joseph Bennett perform oral sex on you over twenty
times?  ANSWER: YES

3) Did Father Joseph Bennett fondle your genitals on several occasions when you were a
teenager? ANSWER: YES

4) " Between 1976 to 1978, did Father Joseph Bennett show you pornography at his rectory?
ANSWER: YES .

5) Are you lying about Father Joseph Bennett performing oral sex on you when you were a
teenager? ANSWER: NO

It is the opinion of the examiner, based upon the subject’s polygraph records, that he is telling the
truth when answering the five aforementioned questions.

Respectfully submitted,

“Steven L. éfb{a‘%/
IL License 094-000279
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May 4, 2007
Dear Vince,

Thank you very much for giving me perm1551on
to spend the night at Len Dubi's rectory

on Tuesday May 1. Len and I drove alone

to Springfield, leaving at 6:30 A.M. Wed.
May 2. We metshundreds of people in front

of the State Capital for a rally to promote
funding for all the public schools on an
equal basis. We left around 1:00 P.M. to -
drive back to Len's rectory. I:then returned

to La Porte, leaving Len's around 6:00 with -

a stop in Valparaiso to eat athtrongﬁow's-

Agai thaw |
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SUMMARY TIME LINE OF ALLEGATION

ACCUSED ACCUSER
Name: Rev. Joseph Bennett _
Address: _ _
pateof Birt: [ I I
Current age: 66 54
Name of civil attorney: Patrick Reardon N/A

Date of Ordination [of accused]:  4/26/66
Location: Mundelein
Age at ordination: 25
Assignment location of accused:  N/A
Status of accused: Temporarily withdrawn from ministry

Name of canonical advocate: Rev. Paul L. Golden, C.M., J.C.D.

Date allegation received: ~ 2/9/06
Date allegation formalized: 2/14/06
Date of initial incident of alleged abuse:
Date of last incident of alleged abuse:

Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse: more than one, less than five
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Brief summary of alleged abuse: less than five incidents; after serving mass, Fr.
Bennett would take ]Il into the rectory and down into the basement where
collection money was counted; Fr. Bennett would ask GGG o change into a sports
uniform [which IINIEll would not do in the same room as Fr. Bennett] and return to
the room; Fr. Bennett would then have NIl 12y on his lap, either face up or face
down; Fr. Bennett would then rub chest or back and genital area over and
under his clothing

Brief summary and date of response from accused: 6/12/06; Fr. Bennett denied the
allegation; Mr. Reardon stated that a more detailed written response would be provided

Stage of disposition by Review Board: Review for Cause

Additional allegations made by accuser: None
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ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED

Name of accuser: _
Date of Birth: -

Current age: 51
Name of civil attorney: N/A

Date allegation received:  2/6/06 [third party reported by AOC priest on behalf
of Mr. hsister]

Date allegation formalized: N/A; as per DCFS investigator of this matter, Mr.
I docs not want to speak with AOC

Date of initial incident of alleged abuse: 1963

Date of last incident of alleged abuse: 1964

Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse:

Brief summary of alleged abuse: oral sex
Brief summary and date of response from accused: N/A

Stage of dispesition by Review Board: N/A

Additional allegations made by accuser: None

Signature of Director:\ . /] ? | - Date: ‘-{(?/‘5( 07
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility 9 ki (]:c;;t ir(‘)ofif;cgolzga igz
cago, -

1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
Imccluskey@archchicago.org

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

August 23, 2006

Rev. Francis Q. Kub X Q /g E W
St. Simon the Apostle ’ ”

5157 S. California

Chicago, Illinois 60632

Dear Fr. Kub,

I again want to thank you on behalf of Rev. Daniel Smilanic and myself for agreeing to
meet with us on August 7, 2006.

Enclosed with this letter you will find a copy of the typed report of our August 7®
meeting. Please review the report and if you find any corrections or additions that you
wish to make, I ask that you write or type them out on a separate sheet[s] of paper, sign,
date, and return to me at the following:

Leah McCluskey

Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Ilinois 60611

If you have any questions Fr. Kub, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Sincgrely

ah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Admi

Enclosure

Cc:  Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests
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TRAVEL/VACATION NOTIFICATION

Joseph Bennett [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to

Pacifica Resort in Ixtapa [destination address and contact phone number] from
Guerrero, Mexico Tel.: 52-755-3 10 27 RECEIVED

Sat.Jan. 13,2007  [departure date] through Jgan.27, 2007 [return date].

DEC 1 12006
Joseph Bennett [name of cleric] will be monitored by ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

OFFICEUFPRUFESSIUNALRESPGKS‘BEL\TY
Fr. Len Dubi [name of travel monitor]. Fr. Len Dubif™¢(yD)

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of venfymé){}@lggm QRS‘HEBW&‘M“"’ files of
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Joseph Bennett [name of cleric] during the aforementlonﬁﬁcﬁmm OF CH'CAGO

This is a red ink stamp!
DO NOT COPY

1. Contacts with minors by Joseph Bennett [name of cleric] must be in the

[see attached correspondence]

_ presence of Fr. Len Dub1 [name of travel momtor] Inappropnate 51tuanons
and locatlons 1ncompat1ble wnh a pnestly hfestyle are to'be avoided.”

2. Fr. Len Dub1 [name of travel momtor] may be asked to attest to the

activities and whereabouts of _le_eph_B.enne_t_t [cleric name] over

01-13-07-t6 01-27-07 [aforementioned time frame].

3. As previously noted, the date of return to Joseph Bennetts [cleric name]

residence has been scheduled for_jan. 27,2007aforementioned return date].
However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be

substantially changed, please contact PRA at [312] 751-5205.
Cleric Signature: ; /F/W Date: Dec. 4, 2006

Date: ”,( I M(ﬂ

"originﬂ will beAp'léced in the cleric’s fil¢
be placed in the cleric’s file in the Vicar

PRA Signature:

A copy of this document will be provided to the clg
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a
for Priests’ Office. :

Revised 8/28/03
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Blinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

Office of Professional Responsibility

Leah R McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
Imecluskey@archchicago.org

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator

312-867-8793

pzacharias@archchicago.org
MEMORANDUM

To File — PFR-170

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator @

Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn]

Date: October 24, 2006

PRA contacted Brigitte Broadway, caseworker with the Department and Children and
Family Services [DCFS] via phone on October 23, 2006 to request an update on a DCFS
investigation. During the phone call, Ms. Broadway provided PRA with information
regarding the DCFS investigation of Rev. Joseph Bennett.

Ms. Broadway informed PRA that she concluded her investigation of Fr. Bennett and
recommended to her supervisor Tammy Bates that this matter be unfounded. She stated
that she is still waiting to hear Ms. Bates’ response to her recommendation. Ms.
Broadway stated that she would call PRA once Ms. Bates has made a decision based
upon her [Ms. Broadway’s] investigation of this matter.

Ms. Broadway may be reached at |||

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, llinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6200

312-751-5279 (fax)

Office of Professional Responsibility

Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Administrator

. 312-751-5205
Imeccluskey@archchicago.org

Patricia ]. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
From:  Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administratm@
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn]_
Date: July 27, 2006

PRA placed a phone call on July 17, 2006 to Rev. Francis [Frank] Kub, pastor of St.
Simon the Apostle at 51* and California. Fr. Kub was informed that the nature of the
phone call was in connection with a confidential investigation of an allegation of sexual
abuse against Rev. Joseph Bennett when the accused was assigned to St. John Baptist de
LaSalle. When asked, Fr. Kub agreed to answer questions for PRA related to Fr. Bennett.

Fr. Kub acknowledged that St. John Baptist de LaSalle was both his and Fr. Bennett’s
first assignments. When asked, Fr. Kub stated that he was one year ahead of Fr. Bennett
in the seminary and as a result, had been at St. John Baptist de LaSalle one year prior to
the accused. Fr. Kub stated that he was first assigned to St. John Baptist de LaSalle in
June 1965. According to Archdiocesan Archives, Fr. Bennett was first assigned to St.

John Baptist de LaSalle on May 16, 1966.
AV &/ﬁ n }"""?

When asked, Fr. Kub stated that the money collected after masses-t St. John Bapfiét de
LaSalle would be counted by the pastor Msgr. Murphy with two or three of his friends
[who were parishfc')niers]. As per Fr. Kub, as assistants he and Fr. Bennett were expected
to help open the envelopes from the collections. When asked, Fr. Kub stated that ke nor

I. bennett were ever allowed/asked o count any of the collection money alone. Also
when asked, Fr. Kub stated that Msgr. Murphy and the two or three parishioners would
count the money in the rectory basement. Fr. Kub stated that there were two meeting
rooms in the basement, one on the north wall with mirrors and another on the south wall.
As per Fr. Kub, Msgr. Murphy would count the money on Sunday mornings on a table in
the meeting room on the north wall, Fr. Kub stated thai the meefing toom on the south™
wall ﬁw_as a “credit union.”
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Memo to File - PFR-170
July 27, 2006
Page 2

When asked, Fr. Kub stated that Msgr. Murphy was the pastor until approximately
October or November of 1967. Upon Msgr. Murphy’s departure from the parish, Fr. Kub
was named administrator until Fr. Mollan [Rev. Ralph R.] was assigned as pastor in
January 1968.

PRA asked Fr. Kub of his recollection if any kids/children/teens were in and out of the
rectory at the time. Fr. Kub stated that a girl in her mid-teens who was the daughter of a
woman who worked at the rectory was present. However, Fr. Kub stated that the girl
died in a car accident in 1967. Fr. Kub also stated that the girls [between the ages
of six and ten]” were present often in the rectory as well, as their father helped out at the
rectory.

PRA then asked Fr. Kub if he recalled the name ||| G- association with St.
John Baptist de LaSalle. Fr. Kub stated that the name ||| EGE is familiar to him
and that it “...sounds like a name from the parish [St. John de LaSalle].”

When asked, Fr. Kub stated that the altar servers were all boys from the parish school and
that on occasion, boys from Quigley would be servers as well. Also when asked, Fr. Kub
stated that the Sunday masscs during the time he and Fr. Bennett were associates were:
6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 9:30am, 10:30am, 11:30am, 12:15pm, and a 4 or S5pm. Fr. Kub
remarked that Fr. Bennett was “.. never allowed...” to say the 11:30am mass because his
homilies were too long and there was a shortened time period between the 11:30am and
the 12:15pm Sunday masses. As per Fr. Kub, either he or Msgr. Murphy would say the
*11:30am mass.

PRA asked Fr. Kub if he recalls Fr. Bennett having any contact with _ Fr.
Kub stated that he remembers that Fr. Bennett “...used to have contact with kids in
trouble...” As per Fr. Kub, Fr. Bennett would have these kids in his room [private
quarters in the rectory] with the door closed. Fr. Kub noted that this took place during
Msgr. Murphy’s time as pastor. However, when Msgr. Murphy left St. John Baptist de
LaSalle and he was named administrator, Fr. Kub told Fr. Bennett that he no longer could
hw_g_@m&%en asked for clarification, Fr, Kub stated that he was named
administrator of the parish from approximately October 1967 through mid January 1968
until Fr. Mollan’s arrival.

When Fr. Kub informed Fr. Bennett that he was no longer allowed to have kids in his
room, the accused began to bring the kids to the downstairs of the rectory. Fr. Kub
remarked that Fr. Bennett “...was helping them [the troubled youth] or something...”
Shortly after Fr. Bennett was informed that he could no longer have these youth in his
room, a friend of the accused Rev. Leonard Dubj came to meet with Fr. Kub. As per Fr.
Kub, he and Fr. Dubi talked for an extended period of time. Essentially, Fr. Dubi told Fr.

Kub to “...mind his own business...” regarding Fr. Bennett and his interactions with the
“troubled youth.”
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Memo to File - PFR-170
July 27, 2006
Page 3

When asked, Fr. Kub stated that Fr. Bennett randomly had kids over at the rectory and
that the kids were «. . -mostly young men.” Fr. Kub st ver ny
girls around the rectory. He added that he always thought that Fr. Bennett .._had an

* aversion to gils...” Fr. Kub stated that he never heard any gossip or specific incidents

- Nabout Fr. Bennett during this time period at St. John Baptist de LaSalle. He added that he

only heard from girls in the parish that they were not getting any attention from Fr.
Bennett [in the context of a parish priest paying attention to girls and boys in the parish].

When asked, Fr. Kub stated that he does not remember any kids from
serving as altar servers. Fr. Kub also does not remember any kids from the parish during
his assignment there spending any time at the Audi home.

PRA thanked Fr. Kub for his time and the information that he provided. Fr. Kub agreed
to have PRA contact him in the future with any additional questions. He provided his

cellular phone number of ]

After speaking with Fr. Kub, PRA spoke with Rev. Danie] Smilanic, Promoter of Justice
and the Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board the same day. PRA shared the context
of the conversation with Fr. Kub, Fr. Smilanic then asked PRA to contact Fr. Kub and

ask if he would be willing to provide a formal canonical statement regarding this matter.

Afier speaking with Fr. Smilanic, PRA spoke again with Fr. Kub via phone on July 19%,
Fr. Kub stated that he would be willing to provide a formal canonical statement. It was
agreed that Fr. Kub would meet with Fr. Smilanic and PRA on August 7, 2006 in the
Office of Professional Responsibility at 1:30pm.

Cec: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Office of Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Pasi Office Box 1979
Chucago, Hlinois 60650-1979
1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 {fax)

Office of Professional Responsibility

Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, 1SW
Administrator
312-751-5205
Imecluskey@archchicago.org

Patricia ). Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAFP
Assistant Administrator
312-B67-8793
prachartas@archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: Iile - PFR-170
From: Review Board Meeting
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph (Temporarily Withd:rawn)_
Date: July 15, 2006

——

A summary of the discussion from the Review Board Meeting on Saturday, July 15, 2006:

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review _ allegation of sexual

misconduct against Rev. Joseph Bennett. A summary of the allegation is as follows: less than
five incidents; after serving mass, Fr. Bennett would take ﬂ into the rectory and down
into the basement where collection money was counted; Fr. Bennett would ask | NN o

change into _ [which

I o 1d not do in the same room as Fr. Bennett] and return to the room; Fr. Bennett
would then have _ lay on his lap, either face up or face down; Fr. Bennett would then
rub _ chest or back and genital area over and under his clothing.

The Board discussed the details of the allegation. Fr. Bennett is a classmaie of 'S
a result, was able to confirm that Fr. Bennett did visit
As per [, thei class were ordamed deacons in

65 and then erdained priests on April 26, 1966, I st:tcd that at the time
deacons were not given a parish assignment.

Ina 6-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that this matter

warrants additional investigation. The Board recommended that PRA do the following:

*  Speak with Rev. Francis {Frank] Kub, as he and Fr. Bennett were assigned together at St.
John de LaSalle. Ask Fr. Kub his recollection of where the money would be counted after
masses [to determine if an assistant associate would ever count the money n the basement]

o AskIEEEEE f he can recall when he was at ||} 2nd the approximate time

frame of the alleged abuse
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Date: June 2, 2006

F A x

i
i
To: Cardinal Francis George, O-M.I.,éArchbishop of Chicago

[

From: Fr. Joe Bennett i

Number of pages: 2 (including éhis page)

Phone Number: | |
Fax wumber: | |

) i
Your Eminence, . :

If this letter meets with your approvél, then fine.

However, if you want any changes, pledse call me or FAX back
to me what you want, :

For the parish bulletin..... is SundayﬁSaturday June 11 OK?
Thank you for your prayers and suppord.

In Christ,

A
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FAX TRANSMISSION SHEET

Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of the Archbishop

155 East Superior Street

Chicago, Illinois 60611
DATE: June 3, 2006
TO: Rev. Joseph Bennett
FROM: Rev. Daniel Flens (for Cardinal George)
RE: revisions to your draft letter

You should recetve __2 _ pages. This number includes the cover sheet. If you do

not receive all pages, please call ||  REEN-:

Joe,

Cardinal George made a few changes to your draft letter, which can be seen on the
following page. In case his handwriting does not come through clearly on thxs fax, the
last two sentences of the second paragraph now read as follows:

The Cardinal has told me that for the present time | will still hold the office
of pastor, for which | am grateful. But the Cardinal needs to see to it that

you are pastored day by day, and | encourage your cooperation with the
arrangements he made.

You may prnt the revised letter in the June 11 bulletin. Please give me a call if you
have any questions about these changes. God bless you.

Phone Number
Fax Number
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June 2006

|
|
i
Dear Parish Family of Holy Ghost, 1
|
i

Your prayers and support over the past | few months have been a
great source of strength and encouragement to me. I cannot thank
you enough for your kindness to me, I miss being with you, praying
with you and sharing your faith journey. I have 1ifted you up to
the Lord in my daily prayers and will continue to do so each day.

|
I have worked closely with my lawyers and consultants in preparing
a strong defense of the allegations against me that I know are not
true. I just received word that my case will be sent to the Holy
See for further review. This review process by the Congregation for thi
Doctrine of the Faith in Rome will take a good number of months.
Unfortunately, this means that I will not be returning to the
parish any time soon. The CardinalifBIS me that for the present
time I will still hold the office ©f pastor. f which I am grateful.
Again I ask you for your continue prayers that I might embrace’ this
suffering and find the will of God in @ll of this. I take a great deal
of comfort in knowing that you are strengrh ening your faith
through prayer, sacraments and comnunal activities under the
leadership of the parish Administratori S/

Sincerely in Christ, g Gkvz?g*ﬁr
, i 'Aﬁb
i
i

Father Joe Bennett
Pastor S
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

A0

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170 .
"\
3]
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato@:‘
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn] || N
Date: May 3, 2006

PRA received a phone call today from Ms. Brigitte Broadwa of the Department of
Children and Family Services [DCFS] regarding Mr. h allegation of

sexual misconduct with a minor against Rev. Joseph Bennett.

Ms. Broadway asked if PRA had any knowledge of Mr. -statement that his
brother [ Bci\dren were molested by Fr. Bennett. Ms. Broadway was
informed that PRA has never spoken with| | BBl dircctly. PRA again informed
Ms. Broadway of the past information shared that she [PRA] has only spoken with I
,ﬂ sister regarding the alleged abuse. Ms. Broadway was
reminded of the verbal information shared with PRA that _had informed a
DCFS investigator that he did not wish to speak with PRA. Ms. Broadway
acknowledged the information shared.

Ms. Broadway stated that she was calling to clarify if PRA had or had not spoken with
I /o knew of his claim that Fr. Bennett had molested his children. PRA
informed Ms. Broadway that this was the first information received regarding the alleged
abuse of I hildren by Fr. Bennett.

Ms. Broadway thanked PRA for the clarifications. She also remarked of her intent to
close the DCFS investigation concerning Fr. Bennett in the near future.

Ms. Broadway may be reached at [312] 492-3770.

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Rev. John Canary, Vicar General
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
John O’Malley, Office of Legal Services

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, llinois 60690-1979
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To: File %

From: Ed Grace
Re: Joe Bemmelt Assignment/Paul Golden
Date: 4/26/06

Paul Golden asked me about associate pastor transfer procedures, as they would have been
applied to Joe Bennett in 1973. Specifically whether Joe would have been able to choose
among several options as a young associate.

I spoke with Mike Adams who was on the Personnel Board from 72 -77.

Mike remembers that the Board established the open list for associates during his time, 1.e.
after 1972.

However, this was in response to associate gndlock.
» No one was to be moved without consultation.
* So no one who was happy would move.

As aresult Personnel Board members, prior to open listing, were reduced to calling and asking
associates if they would be willing to consider being transferred to parish A, B or C. So in the
years immediately before open listing for associates, it is possible that Joe would have been
given a choice among a number of parishes for a transfer even though there was not yet a
policy of open listing for associates.

April 28, 2006

I spoke with Paul Golden today.
- 1. Joe was transferred in >73 not *70
2. 1gave Paul the above information from this memo.
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From: Leah McCluskey p
To: I /gf ane Db

Date: 2{17/2006 8:24:51 AM
Subject: Re: sexual abuse

Dear [N

| want to thank you for vour e-mail and for sharing your memories of and information regarding your friend
ﬂ with me.

Due to practices of confidentiality, | am unable to provide you with any specific information regarding
allegations received by this office. | hope that you understand. Again I | thank you for writing to
me and sharing all that you have.

If you have any other questions or a need for any other clarifications, please do not hesitate to contact me.

You will find all of my contact information at the end of this e-mail.
Sincerely,

Leah McCluskey

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago

Office of Professional Responsibility

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910

Chicago, lllincis 60611

Office: 312.751.5205

Fax: 312.751.5279
Imccluskey@archchicago.org

>>> < | - 02/16/06 4:03 PM >>>

Dear Ms. McCluskey,

My name is (N =nd ! iive in (NN | o wiiting to
you with a person who was once a close friend
of mine, I have not seen or heard from her for
about 2 1/2 yrs. | was taking her to [ llland trying to support her as a
friend as she had begun to remember and tell me about being sexually abused
at the parish she attended as a child in Chicago by Fr. Joseph Bennett and a
nun who assisted in this when she was around 8-11 yrs. old. The stories were
very difficult to hear and broke my heart. She kept going over them and
over them. It was difficult because she could not seem to even look toward
healing. After awhile she dropped me, and seemed to drop off the earth. This

had happened a couple times in the past also. Later on I heard she had been in
She had been a star personality at our local
and was loved by everyone. She had lost her job there and her

life was on a very steep downward curve. She had been a person very gifted by
God whose life totally fell apart.

The reason | am writing to you now is because | believe the Holy Spirit
led me to look up the Arch. of Chicago website last week to see if | saw
anything about Fr. Bennett on it. | was shocked when | saw that he had been
removed from his parish on Feb. 5 and it said there were incidences that
happened over 35 yrs. ago. That would fit with the time and age of my friend
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|.Vincent Costello - Re: sexualabuse "~~~ T T T T T T Bage 5]

I would like to know if she has come forth at this time. | believe she
had told me about being i a couple years ago. | had come
to think maybe she wasW imagining all this. Also ! can
tell you that she told me that Fr. Bennett had a mole or marking on his
testicle that she remembered. Only someone who had been abused could have know
this.
I love our Church and our priests but if it is true that he did abuse
minors, he needs to be put away. was a wonderfully, gifted human being
whose life has been plagued with terrible depression and mental problems
that God did not intend for her to have. | do not know if she is alive or dead.
I do not know if this is of any help to you or to but|felt|
had to speak up. | pray for her healing and for all our priests often. Do
not hesitate to email me if you have further questions that you think | can be
of help with.
In Christ,
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Saint John de la Salle Catholic Church
10205 S. Martin Luther King Drive
Chicago, IL. 60628
Phone: 773-783-2022  Fax: 773-785-0112

February 14, 2006

Rev. Vincent Costello

Vicar for Priests

Archdiocese of Chicago

645 N. Michigan Avenue
. Suite # 543

Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Vince,

At the advice of Fr. Dan Smilanic | am sending along some information that parishioners of St.
John de la Salle conveyed to me regarding Father Joe Bennett days after the allegations against
him went public. This information was given to me out of concern for Joe by very upstanding
parishioners who claim to have known him well when he was stationed here. I encouraged all
four of them to ¢all the 800 number but all four people vigorously declined stating that did not
want to be directly involved.

. Three of the people mentioned that they had knowledge of Fr. Joc Bennett being sexual active
with women in the parish when he was here back in the late 1960s and later when he was
Pastor, One of the people mentioned that when he was a teenager here in the late 1960s his
teenaged friends “often” spoke of going to the rectory and being given alcoholic drinks by Fr.
Joe Bennett. Please note that none of the four stated that they had been directly involved
personally with the alleged behavior mentioned above.

I pass this information along without passing any judgment on Joe Bennett, I have just been
uneasy receiving this information and keeping it to myself and taking the risk that it could be an
issue in the future, The four people who came forward told me these things with the
understanding that [ would be pass it on.

1 continue to hope and pray that soon there will soon be a just and equitable resolution to all this
for all parties involved.

If you have any questions please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

Copy: Leah McCluskey
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MUNDELEIN SEMINARY 1000 East MAPLE AVENUE ®* MUNDELEIN, IL 60060-1174 ®* WWW.USML.EDU
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OFFICE OfTHE RECTOR/PRESIDENT
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February 13, 2006

Ms. Laura Neri-Palomino

Office of Professional Responsibility
Archdiocese of Chicago

P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, IL. 60690-1979

Dear Laura,

I received your memorandum of February 9, 2006 regarding [PFR-170] Bennett, Rev. Joseph,
(Temporarily Wlthdrawn)f_ You asked for any information we might have in our files
regardmg Fr. Bennett. .

Fr Bennett entered St. Mary of the Lake Senﬁnary in 1959. | He studied philosophy for three years
(1959-1962) and he studied theology for four years (1962-1966). He was ordained a priest on April 26,
1966.

I'have enclosed copies of the yearly evaluations of Joe Bennett. I also have enclosed a copy of the
rector’s file which summarizes the academic and formation performance of Joe Bennett.

Finally, I am sending you copies of his pastor’s evaluation which was written to the rector after each

summer Joe Bennett was at home, as well as the pastor’s recommendation of Joe Bennett for Sacred
Orders.

Sincerely yours in Christ, ‘A e %:q "M:/f" ”VJ;L,\ :W W t ?&u ‘
(na“m:g Pleare Dol e Wowows of Oiane 25
Very@fé;:ndlo anary A W’A&/z M\ :éwa:‘l M? ‘4/“‘7

Rector/President
JFC dg
ec: ‘Ralph Bonaccor51 ' | - John O’Malley -
=~ Rev. Vince Costello Rev. Daniel Smilanic
. Rev. Edward Grace Patricia Zacharias
Jimmy Lago ' Bishop George Rassas .
Leah McCluskey Very Reverend James Presta
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility 4 i P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Hllinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

ev. Vince Costello, Vicar for Priests
ev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O°Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Office of Professional Responsibility

TO: /[ﬁalph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
R

FROM: Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

DATE: February 9, 2006

RE: [PFR-170] Bennett, Rev. Joseph (Temporarily Withdrawn)_

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 2/2/06. We are opening
a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the Review
Process by attempting to arrange an interview with_ Please advise this office of
any information you may have in your files regarding Bennett, Rev. Josepl/ N

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.
Attachment
cc: Bishop George Rassas, Vicar General

Very Rev. John Canary, Vicar, Mundelein Seminary
Very Rev. James Presta, Vicar, St. Joseph Seminary
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICACO
s

Office of Professional Responsibility PO. Box 1979

Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-527¢
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Admxmstratonf( - ;
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Wlthdrawn]_
Date: February 7, 2006

PRA received a voice mail messaie on February 6, 2006 from Ms. _ [sp?]

on behalf of her adult brother, Ms. -received PRA’s contact
information from Rev. Mark Walter, current pastor of St. Christopher in Midlothian.

Ms- stated that her brother Mr. - has an allegation of sexual abuse to report
against Rev. Joseph Bennett. She requested a return phone call at —

PRA attempted to reach Ms. [ this afiernoon via phbne. PRA left a message for
Ms.‘ on her answering machine and requested a return phone call at her
convenience.
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICACO

PO. Box 1979
Chicazo, Nlinois A0690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

{312) 7515205
Fax: (312} 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
;o
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Admmistratorfi{::
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporanly Withdrawn]_
Date: February 7, 2000

PRA received a voice mail message on February 2, 2006 from Rev. Mark Walter, pastor
of St. Christopher in Midlothian regarding an allegation of sexual abuse against Rev.
Joseph Bennett. Fr. Walter indicated that one of his parishioners had approached him and
stated that her brother recently disclosed to her that he was a minor when Fr. Bennett
sexually abused him. Fr. Walter contacted Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests to
discuss the matter. As per Fr. Walter, Fr. Costello directed him to contact PRA.

Fr. Walter requested a return phone call at either the parish or on his direct line, -
- or _

PRA spoke with Fr. Walter on February 3, 2006 regarding the aforementioned matter.
Fr. Walter stated that his pari‘:hioner spoke with her brother Wednesday [February 1,
2006] evening and then again the following morning. As per Fr. Walter the
parishioner’s brother disclosed 1o her on the morning of February 2" 4 that Fr. Bennett
sexually abused him when he was a minor. Fr. Walter stated that his parishioner
informed him that _ her mother and Fr. Bennett
had become friends and established trust.

Fr. Walter informed PRA that he had akeady directed his parishioner to the Archdiocesan
website in order to review information on the Office of Professional Responsibility. It
was agreed that Fr. Walter would speak with his parishioner over the weekend and then
be in touch with PRA at the beginning of the upcoming week. Fr. Walter was informed
that PRA would like to meet with the parishioner’s brother regarding the allegation
against Fr. Bennett. It was also agreed that Fr. Walter would communicate this
mformation to his parishioner.
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

Memorandum

To: PFR-170

From: Patricia Zacharias, Professional Responsibility Assistant Administra@

Re: Phone call from a concerned parent regarding Fr. Bennett-Holy Ghost
Parish
Date: February 1, 2006

PRAA received a ihone call this morning from a woman who identified herself as | IEIEzIzN

She said she was on the website for the Office of Professional Responsibility and had
tried to reach Leah McCluskey. She said Ms. McCluskey’s voice mail message
indicated she would be in meetings most of the day and she wanted to speak to
someone for some assistance.

Ms I cxplained that her I <o, named [ s 2n employee at
Holy Ghost Parish working directly for Fr. Bennett. She said he attends [N
-and then sometimes goes to the rectory after school to work. She said she has heard
that Fr. Bennett is being removed from the Parish and she has two questions she is
hoping to have answered:

e She is unsure if-was supposed to go to work after school today, should she
still have him go if he is scheduled to be there? She believes that all of the
scheduling went through Fr. Bennett and he is Il only contact/supervisor.

 Ifit were true that Fr. Bennett is being removed, she would like to share what
she can with [Jlllnow before he hears it elsewhere. She described i as

being close to Fr. Bennett for quite some time.

She said she understands no official information has been released yet. She said
whatever information she can get she would keep confidential between her and
until the public is informed.

PRAA explained that Ms. McCluskey works on all cases of priests in active ministry.
She offered to do all she could to speak with Ms. McCluskey today about Ms. ﬁ
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Memo to File - PFR-170
February 1, 2006
Pace 2

request; however, she does not know when she will next see Ms. McCluskey due to her
being out of the suite in a meeting. PRAA told Ms. [l she would call her back this
afternoon even if she has not spoken with Ms. McCluskey yet. Ms.-thanked
PRAA and gave her cell phone number as the best contact number for her.

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smiilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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To:
From:
Re:
Date:

File

Ed Grace .
Joe Bennett -
2/7/06

Today I received a call from DCFS:

Mr. Gene Gnffin
Ms. Liz Yore, General Counsel
Ms. Galen Thomas, Deputy Director

The call concerned the Joe Bennett matter:

They were seeking Joe’s Indiana address and phone number, which I provided.
They were curious about restrictions on Joe so I read from Cardinal’s letter to Joe
dated Feb. 3, 2006.

They asked general questions which I answered to the best of my ability while
stressing that every pastor/parish routine is different.

Ms. Yore indicated someone would probably contact Joe and might visit him at -

I
DCFS might phone
Indiana officials might visit.

Subsequently I returned a call to DCFS worker Bridget Broodware ().

She asked a few questions about Joe’s duties/activities at Holy Ghost.

I answered in generalities while stressing that every parish and pastor has its own
routine.

I called Joe Bennett and informed him:

Leah and I will be there Friday about 1:00 to see Father Nordquist.

We will also meet with Joe — either after Nordquist or with him.

I also informed Joe that DCFS had called me and that I had given them his address
and phone number.

Also he should expect a call from DCFS and possibly a call or visit from Indiana
authorities.

He should discuss with Pat Reardon his interaction with DCFS or Indiana authorities.
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979

Office of the Archbishop

February 3, 2006

Reverend Joseph R. Bennett p y

Holy Ghost Parish
700 E. 170" Street
South Holland, IL 60473

Dear Father Bennett,

I'am aware of your years of faithful service to the Archdiocese of Chicago. However, for
the time being I must instruct you to remove yourself completely from public ministry. This
instruction is effective immediately.

As you know, formal allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor have been brought
forward against you. These allegations were presented to the Professional Responsibility
Review Board. Iaccepted the recommendations of the Board that the allegations should be
investigated. In accord with Canon 1717, I decreed the instruction of a canonical Preliminary
Investigation of the allegations.

While the investigations continue and during the continued instruction of the canonical

Preliminary Investigation, in accord with Canon 1722 and in the spirtt of Norm 6 of the USCCB

Essential Norms, I instruct you to observe the following restrictions:

1. You must absent yourself from Holy Ghost parish in South Holland, and you may not
enter any edifice on the property of Holy Ghost parish in South Holland;

2. You may not be alone with anyone under 18 years of age unless a responsible adult is
present;

3. You may neither preside at, nor concelebrate at, the public celebration of the Eucharist,
nor provide pastoral care in any form to the faithful;

4. You may not publicly celebrate any sacrament of the Catholic Church or engage in any
behavior anywhere which might seem to be sacred ministry; and

5. You must abide by the monitoring protocols and residence arrangement that my Vicar for
Priests will provide for you.

In addition, I dispense you from the obligation of wearing ecclesiastical garb (Canon 284);
for the good of the Church, I ask you to refrain from wearing any garb that suggests or infers that
you are a Catholic priest with canonical faculties, such as a ‘clergy shirt’ and a ‘Roman Collar’.

I dispense you from the obligations incumbent upon a pastor (e.g., Canon 533, §1), and I ask that
you not exercise any faculties that are given to you de jure as a pastor. In addition, I ask you not
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Reverend Joseph Bennett
February 3, 2006
Page 2.

to exercise any canonical faculties that you enjoy that are customarily given to a priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago who is engaged in pastoral ministry.

In accord with Canons 281 §2, and 1350, your salary as presently structured and all benefits
(e.g., PRMAA payment, auto insurance, etc.) remain the same. The Vicars for Priests will attend
to the pastoral needs of Holy Ghost parish, and, should it be warranted, an Administrator will be
appointed (Canon 539). Should you need any assistance, or require some clarification of my
instructions that I have outlined above, please contact one the Vicars for Priests; this includes
any variance or exception which a particular situation might necessitate.

My instructions, restrictions and requests will remain in force until the matter of the
allegations is resolved, including if necessary until a response of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith is received.

Father Bennett, this is a very difficult time for you, for the Chicago presbyterate, for the
Archdiocese of Chicago and for the whole Church. Please be assured of my continued prayers.

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1
Archbishop of Chicago

Given at the Chancery

b &/&M,u WM,« ,C4 g:
Ecclesiastical Notary
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

February 3, 2006

His Excellency Bishop Dale J. Melczek
Bishop of Gary, Indiana

9292 Broadway

Merrillville, Indiana 46410

Dear Bishop Melczek,

Thank you for the very helpful conversation we had earlier this afternoon. I am
writing this letter at your request in order to help clarify the situation regarding Father
Joseph Bennett.

Because Father Bennett is involved in an ongoing investigation of allegations of
sexual abuse of minors, Cardinal George has determined that it would be the best for all
parties involved that Father Bennett absent himself from Holy Ghost Parish in South
Holland, Illinois.

Father Bennett owns a home in your diocese. The address is

_His telephone number at that residence is Because of the
current circumstances we believe that this would be an appropriate place for him to live
until his case is resolved. I know the Archdiocese of Chicago would be extremely
grateful if you could designate a priest in the area to serve as his monitor. I would ask
that the monitor make contact with Father Bennett and meet with him periodically. If
Father Bennett has any plans to leave the _area he should share that information
with his monitor including where he plans 1o go, when he intends to leave and return, and
in whose company he will be during his time away. Even more specifically, may I
request that the monitor help to insure that Father Bennett comply with the following
restrictions placed upon him by Cardinal George:

1. That Father Bennett absent himself from Holy Ghost Parish in South
Holland and not enter any edifice on the property of Holy Ghost Parish.

2. That he not be alone with anyone under 18 years of age unless a
responsible adult is present. '
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3. That he neither preside at, nor concelebrate at, the publc celebration of
the Eucharist, nor provide pastoral care in any form to the faithful.

4. That he not publicly celebrate any sacrament of the Catholic Church or
engage in any behavior anywhere which might seem to be sacred
ministry.

5. That he abide by the monitoring protocols and the residence
arrangement that the Vicars for Priests will provide for him.

Cardinal George has also dispensed Father Bennett from wearing ecclesiastical
garb during this time, and we desire that refrain from doing so lest someone be confused
and consider him a priest with faculties.

Bishop Melczek, please accept my personal gratitude and that of the Archdiocese
of Chicago for your gracious assistance in this matter. If you or the monitor have any
questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

Rev. Vincent F. Costello,
Co-Vicar for Priests

Cc: Cardinal George, Bishop Rassas, Father Ed Grace, Father Smilanic, Mr.
Jimmy Lago, Mrs. Colleen Dolan, Mr. John O°Malley, Ms. Leah McCluskey,
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Vicar General Post Office Box 1379

Chicago, Rlinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-8271
Fax: (312) 3376379

Febrvary 1, 2006

Most Reverend. Dale J. Melczek
Diocese of Gary

9292 Broadway

Merrillville, IN 46410

Dgar Bishop Melczek:
A priest of our Archdiocese, Rev. Joseph Bennett, pastor of Holy Ghost Parish in

South Holland, Illinois, has been place on leave. As of this moment, he has been asked to
reside at his home that is within the Diocese of Gary. His address is:

The incident in question occurred about thirty years ago and surfaced about two
years ago here in the Archdiocese. The circumstances have been under review for some
time, but the information is not completely clear. For this reason, he has not been
canonically removed from his parish. To the best of our knowledge, there have been no
other reported allegations related to him.

I would ask that, if possible, someone of your choice would act as a monitor for
him during the time he will be on leave. Rev. Edward Grace, one of our Vicars for
Clergy, will be happy to be in contact with the person who will act as monitor.

Thank you for. your kind cooperation and assistance in this matter.

Fraternally yours in Christ,

*
Most Revcrid George J. Rassas

Vicar General

cc:  Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1
Rev. Edward Grace
Jimmy Lago
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of Professional Responsibility 4y A P.O. Box 1979
: Chicago, Ilinois 60650-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

TO: Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Rev. Vince Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O’Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Office of Professional Responsibility

NE
FROM: Laura Ncri—Paiomino%Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility
DATE: February 27, 2006
RE: [PFR-170] Bennett, Rev. Joseph (Temporarily Withdrawn)/Unknown

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 2/24/06. We are
opening a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the
Review Process by attempting to arrange an interview with Unknown. Please advise this office
of any information you may have in your files regarding Bennett, Rev. Joseph/Unknown,

Thank you.

Attachment

Cc:  VeryRev. John Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Tom Baima, Acting Rector, Mundelein Seminary
Very Rev. James Presta, Vicar, St. Joseph Seminary
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICACO
e

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, llinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312} 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170 ;
~~
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn]_
Date: February 10, 2006

PRA spoke with Ms, ja phone on February 7, 2006 regarding the alleged
sexual abuse of her brother y Rev. Joseph Bennett. Ms. stated
that her brother was a minor when the alleged abuse began.

Ms.-stated that her brother’s abuse by Fr. Bennett began when the cleric was not
yet ordained and in the seminary. She provided much general information in regards to
Fr. Bennett’s presence in her family home when he was a seminarian. Ms T stated
that Fr. Bennett was “like family” and described the cleric as “like an uncle” to her and
her siblings.

Ms JJJJBstatcd that Fr. Bennett “...got hooked up...” with her brother and their
family, I
s

. Ms.
Dubi]” and Don Ciebak. To Ms.
seminary...”

also mentioned “Fr. Dubi [Rev. Leonard
knowledge, Mr. Ciebak “...didn’t finish the

Ms. informed PRA that her brother’s recent disclosure to her of the alleged abuse
by Fr. Bennett has been difficult for her to process. She mentioned “similar stories” exist
within her family about the time that Fr. Bennett was involved with the family. Ms.

tated that the last her family saw Fr. Bennett was when he was assigned to Our
Lady of the Ridge. According to Archdiocesan Archives, Fr. Bennett was assigned to
Our Lady of the Ridge from June 15, 1973 through January 30, 1976.

During the February 7" phone call, Ms. - accepted PRA’s offer to provide her with
information regarding the Office of Professional Responsibility and the Office of
Assistance Ministry. Ms. [JJJJJJj indicated that her brother is interested in meeting with
PRA to formalize his allegation against Fr. Bennett.
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It was agreed that Ms. |JJJlf would speak with her brother about his interest in

scheduling to meet with PRA.

again stated that she would contact her brother and then call PRA
so that a meeting could be scheduled. She stated that her brother lives in Southern
Mlinois. PRA informed Ms. [ that the meeting could take place either in Chicago
or in Southern Illinois, wherever her brother is most comfortable. Ms. lso stated
that her brother has already indicated that he would like her and Rev. Mark Walter
present fher pastor at St. Christopher’s in Midlothian].

Ce: ~ Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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Office of Professional Responsibility SN PO Box 1979
vl Chicago, lHlinais 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170 N\
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato@
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn]_
Date: February 16, 2006
PRA spoke with Ms. Linda Williams of the Department of Children and Family Services

[DCFS] via phone today regarding an allegation of sexual abuse made by Mr.
against Rev. Joseph Bennett. Ms. Williams was informed that Mr. 15
currently an adult and alleges that the abuse took place when he was a minor. Ms.

Williams stated that she would have a DCFS Hotline Operator call PRA to obtain
additional information.

PRA received a phone call today from Janet Headen, DCFS operator approximately five
minutes after hanging up with Ms. Williams. PRA provided Ms. Headen with Mr.

date of birth, contact information, and the approximate time frames of the
alleged abuse by Fr. Bennett. PRA then informed Ms. Headen of the location of the
alleged abuse [St. John de LaSalle] and the information provided by Mr o regards
to the incidents of abuse.

PRA provided Ms. Headen with Fr. Bennett’s contact information as well as with Mr.

icontact information. Ms. Headen informed PRA that she would forward the call
made to the DCFS Hotline regarding the alleged abuse of Mr. -by Fr. Bennett to the
DCFS local office. PRA will expect to be contacted via phone by the DCFS worker from
the local office who has already been assigned to the recent reported cases of sexual
abuse made against Fr. Bennett.

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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i i ibilit
Office of Professional Responsibility Chicago, llinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File — PFR-170 -
/’\‘
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrat U)
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn]
Date: February 10, 2006

PRA received two voice mail messages from - one on February 7" and the other
February 8, 2006 regarding his alleged sexual abuse by Rev. Joseph Bennett.

PRA reached via phone on February 8", He then identified himself as I
and stated that the abuse by Fr. Bennett took place “at the church on 103" and
King Drive [St. John de LaSalle}” in Chicago. Mr. stated that he was 11 or 12
years old at the time of the abuse.

Mr. informed PRA that this “all came back” to him when he “...saw on the news
that Fr. Bennett molested two girls.” His call to PRA was to inform the Archdiocese of
Chicago that, “...it [the alleged abuse of two girls by Fr. Bennett] was more than that.”

When asked, Mr.-agreed to have PRA verbally provide him with information on
the Office of Professional Responsibility. PRA also provided him with information
regarding the Office of Assistance Ministry. Mr. -indicated that he would be
interested in scheduling a time to meet to formalize his allegation against Fr. Bennett.

Mr. I then provided some information of the time period of the alleged abuse. He
stated that he was adopted and that for a point in time, his adoptive parents placed him in
“the Audi Home” where he says he was raped. Mr_ then continued by stating “Fr.
Bennett was a Brother at the time...” He stated that Fr. Bennett was “...at the church at
103" and King Drive.” PRA identified the church as St. John de LaSalle. Mr IR
stated “...other young males [besides himself] were involved...” and lived in the area of
St. John de LaSalle.

Mr. - stated that he first met Fr. Bennett while a resident at the Audi Home. He
informed PRA that once he left the Audi Home and was back with his adoptive parents,
he would travel on Sundays from the North Side of Chicago to the South Side to serve as

AOC 000361



Memo to File — PFR-170
February 10, 2006

Page 2
an altar boy at St. John de LaSalle. As per Mr. r. Bennett invited him and
another boy to stay overnight at the rectory. Mr. stated that he declined Fr.
Bennett’s invitation. Mr. mentioned that the abuse by Fr. Bennett included the

cleric “playing” with him, en asked for clarification by PRA, Mr. - stated that
Fr. Bennett “grabbed my privates [genitals].”

Mr. -also mentioned that he knows of a boy who did stay overnight at the rectory
' with Fr. Bennett. When asked, Mr. stated that he does not remember the boy’s

name. Mr. stated that he met Fr. Bennett’s parents and that the cleric invited him
to his ordination.

Mr. had become audibly emotional as the February 9" phone call continued. PRA
Spent some time on the phone with Mr. attempting to settle him.

It was agreed that PRA and Mrs. Mayra Flores from the Office of Assi ind
would tray _ to meet with Mr.-at
ﬂ a Catholic Church in the Joliet Diocese O hishome. The meeting is

Scheduled to take place on Tuesday, February 14" at 11:00am. It was aq.]eed that PRA

would contact Mr. ith confirmation of where to meet at

Mr. - provided the following personal information:

Mr- also informed PRA that his is disabled and living on Social Security.

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:
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(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

" /Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

Rev. Vince Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jhmmy Lago, Chancellor
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O’Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Office of Professional Responsibility
pot€
Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

February 10, 20066

[PFR-170] Bennett, Rev. Joseph (Temporarily Withdrawn)/ || N

A new allegation was received by this office on 2/9/06. We are opening a file and Leah
McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator has begun the Review Process by
arranging an interview with ||| P icase advise this office of any information you may
have in your files regarding Bennett, Rev. Josept/ ||| EEGN

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

ce: Bishop George Rassas, Vicar General
Very Rev. John Canary, Vicar, Mundelein Seminary
Very Rev. James Presta, Vicar, St. Joseph Seminary
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ARCHDIOCESE  OF CHICACO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Winois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

To: File - PFR-170

From: Leah McCluskey; Professional Responsibility Administrator

Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]_

Date: December 5, 2005

PRA received a voice mail message from Rev. Ralph R. Mollan [Retired] today as a
follow up to the November 22, 2005 phone call regarding the continuing investigation of
ﬁaﬂegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. Joseph Bennett
see file].

In his message, Fr. Mollan stated that he has no memory of having “restrictions” on
clerics at St. John de LaSalle having visitors in their rooms. Fr. Mollan was pastor of St.
John de LaSalle during the time period of the alleged abuse of ﬁ by Fr.
Bennett.

Fr. Mollan was ordained in 1943 and currently resides as the Bishop Lyne Home in
Lemont, Illinois. The main phone number for the facility is ﬁ

Ce: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
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I s:id that J. Bennett brought the affidavit with him when he came to see Dr.
I Bl said that he sent a fax with his discoveries and repeated them. J. Bennett
has a huge “birth mark” on his back, a healed scar from the removal of some lump or the
like. On the scrotum there is a purplish mark on either side of it. The average person
would not notice this as a “freckle”
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Office of the Cardinal

Dear Mr. -:

Yours is one of many letters I have received regarding the future of Father Joseph
Bennett, Pastor of Holy Ghost Parish. Each letter contained very personal testimony to the
effective ministry of Father Bennett and concern about his being returned to pastor your parish. I
am grateful for these letters and for the witness to the effectiveness of Father Bennett’s ministry.

As you may know, the Archdiocese of Chicago follows the national protocols for
investigating an allegation of sexual abuse against a priest. The allegation against Father Bennett
was made about two and one-half years ago, and the investigation has taken an extraordinarily
long period of time because of its complexity. Normally, the investigation is finished and a
decision has been made before the future of a priest is decided. In the case of Father Bennett,
because the investigation had taken so long and there were external pressures, he was asked to
step down from active ministry until the investigation could be completed. The examination of
all the material by the Archdiocesan Review Board has taken place, and they still believe that
some form of sexual abuse took place.

With you, T hope that Father Bennett is innocent of these allegations. The Review Board
does careful work, but, should the Holy See find that he is innocent of these charges, he will be
returned to active ministry, unless there are other charges to be investigated.

Again, thank you for your concemn for Father Bennett and for the life of faith which
continues to unite you to him in prayer. You and Holy Ghost Parish are in my prayers, and I ask
for yours in return. God bless you. :

Sincerely yours in Chris,

s ;
o LA

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

P.S. We have no choice but to send the case to the Holy See for review - that is the regulation for
every case. Of course, I hope Fr. Bennett is innocent — who would not? Rather than with me, I
suggest you talk to his accusers.
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B P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IHinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM
To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Temporarily Withdrawn]
—_——
Date: June 29, 2006

PRA contacted Department of Children and Family Services [DCFS] investigator Brigitte
Broadway via phone on June 28, 2006 regarding the status of the DCFS investigation
concerning Rev. Joseph Bennett.

Ms. Broadway initjally expressed her frustration that her DCFS supervisor[s] would not
let her “close” this matter. She noted that each time she has attempted to close this DCFS

_investigation, her supervisor gives her additional questions to ask/requests additional
information regarding Fr. Bennett. When asked, Ms. Broadway stated that her supervisor
is Carla Jackson.

Ms. Broadway then asked PRA the following questions [PRA’s responses are noted in
bold print]:

o What is the status of the allegations made by_
_ and * The Review Board process is concluded in

the matters of Ms. [ and M. [N - !lccations. Cardinal

George will send these cases to Rome [the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith] for their final decision on the matters. PRA just presented Mr.
allegation to Fr. Bennett yesterday [June 27"]. This matter will be
before the Review Board at the next scheduled meeting for an Initial Review.

e Asked if PRA feels that the “adult survivors [those who have come forward with
allegations against Fr. Bennett]” were truthful or not. Ms. Broadway was
informed that PRA does not make any oral or written opinion if an
individual who comes forward to report abuse is telling the truth or not.

o Asked if PRA has been in the any of the “rectories” identified in any of the
allegations against Fr. Bennett. Ms. Broadway was informed that PRA and
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board viewed the
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rectory at St. John de LaSalle in December 2005. When asked, Ms.
Broadway was informed that some details of the description of the rectory
provided separately by Mr.- and Ms. deemed to be
accurate, but not all. When asked, PRA directed Ms. Broadway to contact
the current pastor of St. John de LaSalle to request to walk through the
building. Ms. Broadway did not ask for the pastor’s name or any contact
information for him.

Asked PRA for contact information for Rev. James T. Kaczorowski [former Vicar
for Priests], as he was present when PRA “talked to the adult victims.” PRA
clarified for Ms. Broadway that Fr. Kaczorowski was not present for any
meetings with any of the aforementioned “adult victims” of Fr. Bennett. Ms.
Broadway was informed that Fr. Kaczorowski was present for meetings
where PRA read/presented the allegations to Fr. Bennett. Ms. Broadway
then indicated that she would not need to speak with Fr. Kaczorowski.

Asked PRA if she had ever heard of an alleged victim of Fr. Bennett named e
om[ M PRA responded that the name _was not
known to the Archdiocese of Chicago as a reported victim of Fr. Bennett.
Ms. Broadway informed PRA that Mr. has an attorney who has
“filed suit.” When asked, Ms. Broadway stated that she would locate the

name of Mr._attorney and contact information and forward it to
PRA.

Asked PRA if anyone at the Archdiocese of Chicago has spoken with either Ms.
or Ms. _ PRA provided Ms. Broadway with

Dr. Michael Bland’s name and contact information. Ms. Broadway was

informed that Dr. Bland is the Clinical and Pastoral Coordinator for the

Archdiocese of Chicago and that he may have spoken

Ms. Broadway was also informed that PRA has not spoken with either Ms.

I o M.

Ms. Broadway thanked PRA for the information provided. She had informed PRA
earlier in the phone conversation that she has admittedly “pushed” this case aside [the
DCFS investigation of Fr. Bennett], as she has 27 other cases on her desk to address. Ms.
Broadway again expressed her frustration that “...they [supervisors at DCFS] won’t let
me close this case [DCFS investigation of Fr. Bennett].”

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Dr. Michael Bland, Clinical & Pastoral Coordinator, Office of Assistance Ministry
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Office of Assistance Ministry
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(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
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MEMORANDUM
To: Brigitte Broadway, Department of Children and Family Services
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato@
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph

Date: May 31, 2006

Please find the answers to the following questions regarding Rev. Joseph Bennett that

were asked in your May 17, 2006 note:

1. Did i from ?

is alleging that he was a at Our Lady of the Ridge in 1974, No.
[ salleging that he was a S y of the Ridge in 1974;

far

. Can I get a phone number for Vicar James Kaczorowski? Fr. Kaczorowski
conchuded his term as Vicar for Priests in July 2005. Fr. Kaczorowski is currently
pastor of Queen of Angels and may be reached at

J. What is the status of Father Bennett being reinstated? What needs to
happen in erder for Father Bennett to be reinstated? Fr. Bennett’s status
contimues to be “temporarily withdrawn.” Cardinal George is the only individual
who can make the final decision to have Fr. Bennett reinstated or not.

. Need to know the final recommendations of all the allesed victims:

It was learned from the Department of Children and Family Services
[DCFS] that did not wish to speak with PRA. The matter
concerning 1s in process. The final decision in the maiter of
was “no reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged
misconduct occurred.” The matters concerning the allegations made by -
and || cotinve © be in process.

5. Are there other open investigations regarding Father Bennett or open
investigations that the Diocese is working on in terms of Father Bennett? No.
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6. Can I get a copy of the sworn statement of Father Bennett’s doctor stating

there are no identifying marks on Father Bennett’s private parts? Due to the
fact that this question concerns medical confidentiality, PRA is awaiting the
response of Archdiocesan attorneys. Once a response is received from the
attorneys, PRA will be able to notify you.

. Can you tell me who is Ralph Mollan? And how can I get in touch with him?

Rev. Ralph R. Mollan is a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago and was
assigned with Fr. Bennett at one point in time in the past. Fr. Mollan was
ordained in 1943, which would make him somewhere in his early to mid 80s. He
currently resides at the Bishop Timothy J. Lyne Residence for Retired Priests in
Lemont, Illinois. The main number for the facility is

Pleasc contact PRA at [312] 751-5205 with any additional questions.

Ce:

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L

Jimmy Lago, Chancellor

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

Ralph Bonaccorsi, Office of Assistance Ministry

John (}’Malley, Office of Legal Services

James Serritella, Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, P.C.
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Saint john de la Salle Cathelic Church
10205 8. Martin Luther King Drive
Chicago, II. 60628
Phone: 773-785-2022Fax: 773-785-0112

URGENT

TQ:  Francis Cardinal George

Bishop George Rassas

Mr. Jimmy Lago

Bishop Joseph Perry

Mr. John O’Malley

Fr. Ed Grace

Fr, Vince Costello

Mr. Relph Bonaccorsi

Ms. Colleen Dolan

Mr. James Dwyer
FROM:; Fr. Michael Knotek, Pastor
DATE: ~ February 8, 2006
SUBJECT:  Father Joseph Bennett

After a confusing phone conversation with Frs. Ed Grace and Vince Costello yesterday I am contacting all of
you to urgently request that someone from the Archdiocese come down to St. John de 1a Salle and meet with
me face-t0-face soon o help me deal with the effects of the allegations against Fr. Joseph Bennett.

Last June I was informed by Fr. Jim Keczorowski that there were allegations of child sexual abuse made

concerning a priest who had been stationed at St. Jokn de la Salle. Last December Fr. Dan Smilanic and a

worman from the Fitness Review Board met with me and informed me that the allegations were concerning

Fr. Joseph Bennett. I was cooperative with thesn in showing them around and answering their questions. On

January 22, 2006 Fr. Joe Bennett came to St. lohn de Ia Salle to take numerous photos of the rectory and

school. He 10ld me, “We are going to be doing some renovating at Holy Ghost and I wanted to get some ;
ideas from your place”. Last Wednesday, 1 was informed by watching television that Fr. Bennett was placed |
on administrative jeave while these allegations are being investigated. .

Someone from the Archdiocese should have called me to tell me that this situation regarding Fr. Benneti had
gone public, I should have been given immediate assistance on how 10 help parishioners cope and keep the i
media at bay. Since then | have been grateful 1o recaive assistance from Jim Dwyer and Ralph Bonaccorsi.
However, at this moment 1 stil! have the following concerns and don’t know where to turn:

L. Fr. Joe Bennett called our parish office yesterday and instructed our secretary to make copies of all ;
sactamental records for two women whose names he provided and send the copies to Holy Ghost Parish. !
Does be have a right to this privete information? Are me and my staff in danger of violating privacy laws? i
2. Four people have come forward to report unseemly conduct they ¢laim to have knowledge of re, Fr.
Bennett while he served here. T have urged them to call the Archdiocese. They have declined saying they
don’t want to be involved in this. Do I ignore what they told me or am I bound to report it and to whom?

My patish records are open to any official of the Archdiocess, [ have no opinion re. Fr, Bennett’s guilt or
innocence but I am uncomfortable with responding to his requests without advice from the Archdiocese.
Should he even be contacting us at St. John de Ia Salle? He seemd to have many peopie advocating for him at
the Archdiocese, The question is; who advocates for the Pastor and parishicners of the parish where the
alleged abuse took place? I would appreciate a prompt and civil response from someone soon!
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces the summary prepared by Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Responsibility, of Victim
DQ's statement, given to Ms. McCluskey on February 14, 2006, formalizing his allegation of
abuse against Rev. Joseph Bennett. The alleged abuse consisted of several incidents of fondling
both over and under Victim DQ's clothing. The alleged abuse occurred at the St. John Baptist de
LaSalle parish rectory when Victim DQ was a teen in the mid-1960’s.
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces the written statement made by Victim DR to the Archdiocese of Chicago’s
Office of Professional Responsibility on or about February 10, 2006 as part of his request to the
Archdiocese of Chicago for additional information regarding Fr. Joseph Bennett. In the
statement, Victim DR stated that he was abused by Fr. Bennett in 1963 and 1964. The alleged
abuse consisted of oral sex and took place at state parks, in Fr. Bennett’s car, and in other
secluded locations.
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
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MEMORANDUM
To: File — PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato@
Re: Bennett; Rev: Joseph"[Active]-
Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]
Date: November 23, 2005

Rev. Joseph Bennett requested to address the independent Review Board at the
November 19, 2005 meeting. Fr. Bennett addressed the Board from approximately
11:15am until 11:45am. He arrived at the Office of Professional Responsibility promptly
at 11:00am with Rev. Leonard Dubi, who is also his monitor. PRA escorted Frs. Bennett
and Dubi into the large conference room to meet with the Board at approximately
11:15am. The following is an overview of information that Fr. Bennett shared with the
Review Board.

e Fr. Bennett expressed his appreciation to the Board for the opportunity to meet
with them; he stated that he would read from some notes that he had brought with
him

e Fr. Bennett stated that he does remember the- Family from St. John de
LaSalle parish

e Fr. Bennett spoke of I [dcceased), the former housekeeper at St. John
de LaSalle; as per Fr. Bennett, he would have met the - Family through

e Referring to

I
mon against him, Fr. Bennett did confirm
that he was the signatory for ’

o Fr. Bennett stated that he never would have told the-Family that he did
not remember their mother [at her death; see reports of allegations]

Fr. Bennett then sr)oke of his own anatomy: referring to the allegation made by

Fr. Bennett stated that he does not have a birth mark on his
lower back; Fr. Bennett stated that he does not have any freckles on his scrotum
and/or testicles; Fr. Bennett spoke of his own medical history and brought a copy
of his medical file with him [he left a copy of his medical history at the request of
the Review Board; see file] '

e Referring to allegation, Fr. Bennett stated that he never
provided her with instruction for confirmation nor did he ever have her or any
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other minor in his room for instruction; Fr. Bennett stated that this part of Ms.
I 11ccation, «...reads like a horror story...”

Referring to the allegations, Fr. Bennett stated that his room at St. John de LaSalle
did not overlook Martin Luther King Drive

Fr. Bennett stated that the pastor at the time, Rev. Ralph Mollan [Retired], did not
permit any of the clerics to have visitors in his room; Fr. Bennett also described
the rectory at the time as having “...close living quarters...”

Fr. Bennett stated that Fr. Mollan is still alive and residing at Bishop Lyne Home
Fr. Bennett stated that he does not feel that [Nl would have let others
[visitors] go into the priest rooms in the rectory out of fear of Fr. Mollan and his
instruction against having visitors in the rooms

Fr. Bennett stated that he believes that he recalls seeing ‘mother of
-nd-n the kitchen of the rectory visiting with ; he stated

that he has no doubt that Mrs. ould have been there
As per Fr. Bennett, it “amazes” him that Ms. -and Ms.

«...made up these stories [of alleged abuse] and told their family members...”
Referring to Ms. -llegation, Fr. Bennett stated that he cannot
remember and/or picture “Sr. [

Fr. Bennett stated that he was never asked to give private lessons to anyone to
update him/her [as alleged by Ms. i

Fr. Bennett stated, “I have never seen any female genitalia in person in my entire
life...;” he added that he has [infrequently] seen videos and photos of female
genitalia

When asked by [} Review Board Chair, Fr. Bennett stated that he would
leave a copy of his medical records for the Board members and for his file in the
Office of Professional Responsibility

Fr. Bennett described himself as “overly modest” and that he has never opened his
clothes and/or his pants to expose himself

Fr. Bennett stated, “I don’t’ like people seeing my body. Even from the waist

"

up.

then asked Fr. Bennett about the current set up of St.
John de LaSalle’s rectory
Fr. Bennett stated that the set up of the rectory has “drastically changed” since he
has been assigned there
Referring to the allegations made against him, Fr. Bennett stated that he did not
have a shelf in his room with a statue of Mary on it
When asked by Bl Fr. Bennett spoke of the phone call that he received
from Ms. [ (sce file]; Fr. Bennett stated that he does remember the phone
call, but that at the time he did not know that it was Ms. - Fr. Bennett
stated that while speaking to the female caller, he pretended to know who she was
even though he did not
Fr. Bennett stated that he believes that he married- the oldest girl in the

I Fomily
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When asked by NI what Fr. Bennett remembers about the -Family,

the cleric stated that he recalls that “the girls” were almost always at daily mass

with their mother

Fr. Bennett stated that he cannot remember at any time going to any Religious

Education classrooms, as alleged by Ms.i

When asked by [JJJJ], Fr. Bennett stated that he believes that he was at the
home in i Illinois on one occasion for lunch; Fr. Bennett explained

that he would have been invited by [l 2s he was her transportation

Fr. Bennett shared his recollection that Mr. ... was not received into

church...” but that he did attend mass on Sundays with the family

When asked by IIIIlll, Fr. Bennett stated that he “...may have seen...” Ms.

d/or Ms in the rectory breakfast-nook with their mother as
invited by

' Fr. Bennett then asked the Review Board members for an approximate time frame
as to when this matter would be concluded

I informed Fr. Bennett that a time frame could not be given, but that the
Board would take into consideration the additional medical information that he
shared [at the November 19, 2005 meeting] and the information that he verbally
shared as well

Fr. Bennett then asked PRA about his request to speak with “Sr. [Ill” PRA
informed Fr. Bennett that his request was made to Sr. [l s civil attorney, but

that no response had yet been received

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM www.archchicago.org
To: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L
From: Laura A. Neri-Palomino VI\W
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph/_nd_

Date: November 2, 2005

Leah McCluskey asked that I forward you the following documentation in regards to-

- R -.lcotions of sexual misconduct of a minor against Rev. Joseph
Bennett.

Cc: Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar

Enclosures

AOC 000377



12/07/2005

11:35 FAX B51 287 8543 JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOC. @002/002

JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES, P.A.

ALINOIS OFFICE: Jeffrey R. Anderson * '
2201 Waukcgan Road, Suite 200 Attorneys & Counselors at Law Patrick W, Noaker
Bannockbumn, L 66015 Katht Stafford
CALIFORNIA OFFICE: 10th Floor - East Michael G. Finnegan
Z15 North San Joagquin Steet First National Bank Building
Stockton, CA 95202 332 Minnesota St. * 5t. Paul, Minnesota 55101
MISSOURI OFFICE: tel. ‘65” 227-9990 * fax (65” 2976543
8390 Deimar Boulevard, Suite 210 www.andersonadvocates.com
St Louls, MO 63124
NATIONAL TOLL FREE
B88-567-
**7  December 7, 2005 RECEIVED
SENT VIA FAX DEC 72005
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHIG
Leah McCluskey QFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL ﬁes:nsuaslamw
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, L 60690

RE: _and Fr. Joseph Bennett

Dear Ms. McCluskey:

When I met with you in our offices in connection with another matter on October 24, 2005, 1
asked you about the status of this matter and you rcported to me that it was being given
immediate consideration by the Cardinal at that time and would let us know immediately. Thave
not received anything from you, the Cardinal’s office or the Archdiocese in connection with this.
We remain in the dark in other words and very anxious to get this matter moving and find out
what determination, if any, has been made. You will recall that the original review board met on
June 19, 2004 and conducted an initial review of the allegation and the Cardinal accepted the
Board's determination that an initial review of sexual misconduct against Rev. Joseph Bennett.

Please advise us of the status of this immediately. Your prompt attention to this is greatly
appreciated.

Very truly yours,

éJe:ffrey E Anderson

jeff@andersonadvocates.com

JRA:tat

cc:  James Serritella
Ralph Bonaccorsi
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
David Haynes (via fax)

Marc Pearlman (via fax)

*Cerufred Civil Trial Specialist by Natonal Board of Tal Advocacy and Minnesota State Bar Assoclation
! Also Admiitted In Hlinols ¥ Also Admitted in Wisconsin - M Also Admitted in Misseurl
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MANDATE OF REPRESENTATION

To assist me in the understanding and protection of my rights in the Church
according to the Code of Canon Law (cc. 220, 221, §1), |, Reverend Joseph
Bennett, hereby appoint REVEREND PAUL L. GOLDEN, C.M., J.C.D. o be my
canonical consultant and, when approprate according to canon 1481, my
advocate and procurator.

| authorize him to render all canonical legal services on my behalf such as
advising, negotiating, researching, cormresponding, representing and other such
actions that he may deem advisable and reasonably necessary to effectively
represent me and protect my rights in the Church regarding my current dispute
with the Archdiocese of Chicago.

While it is my understanding that the Archdiocese will compensate Father Golden
for this service, | accept responsibility for payments that are not so covered.

| understand that | may terminate this agreement at anytime by submitting to
Father Golden a written notice of withdrawal of representation with a copy to my
local Ordinary. | further understand that Father Golden may terminate this
agreement at anytime by submitting a written notice to me.

end Joseph Bennett

Date //~/% ’dS'—

| hereby accept the appoiniment as canonical consultant for the Reverend
Joseph Bennett as provided for in this agreement.

(12bet o

Reverend Paul L. Golden, C.M. J.C.D.

Date MW&JII 2005~
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Legal Services

John C. O’Malley

Director Tel: (312)751-5379
Fax: (312) 751-5252
e-mail: jomalley@archchicago.org
June 14, 2004 RECEIVED
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL JUN 1 4 2004
Mr. Michael J. Howlett, Jr. oo D CHITAGD

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Cook County State’s Attorney Counsel
69 West Washington Street, 32" Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60602

re: I
Date of Birth: Unknown
Date of alleged abuse: late 1960°s

Dear Mr. Howlett:

Please be advised that the Archdiocese of Chicago has received an allegation from

on behalf of her sister [ thot I >s the victim of sexual

misconduct by Fr. Joseph Bennett when she was approximately 7 years of age. | and

I 2ttcnded CCD classes at St. John de La Salle Parish in 1968. In February 2004 our
office reported an allegation from I of sexual abuse to her by Fr. Bennett.

Fr. Bennett is an archdiocesan priest and was an Associate Pastor at the parish at the time
of the alleged abuse. The parish is located at 10205 South King Drive, Chicago and in Cook
County. The priest is currently in active ministry

If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let

me know.
Very truly yours,

john C. O'Malley

Director of Legal Servic

JCOM:sm

cc: Ms. Shauna Boliker
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Mr. James A. Serritella

SCDirs\:04SC128 \Cook\Letter to State’s Attomey Office _
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JOHNNIE L. COCHRAN, JR. rg HE C 0 C HBAN F IRM HAug:%ESN& %‘ST%'ELC
&

SENIOR PARTNER OF COUNSEL

700 13TH STREET, NW ¢ SUITE 1150 » WASHINGTON, DC 20005
(202) 682-5800 * rax: (202) 408-8851

March 11, 2004 RECEIVED

MAR 1 R #774

; imi ; ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, LSW

Adininistrator

Archdiocese of Chicago

Office of Professional Responsibility RECEIVED

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910

Chicago, IL 60611 MAR 1 § 2004
ARCHDIOCESE GF CHICAGO

re: [ WL F RSSO SIS

Dear Ms. McCluskey:

In follow-up to our meeting of March 2™ regarding the above matter, I have not
heard back from you regarding our immediate concern about the suspension of Father
Bennett and Sister [JJJJj as 2 result of the horrific abuse which Ms. || lllsuffered at
their hands. It 1s imperative that they are removed from any environment where they
have access to children.

You advised us that you would bring this report of abuse to the attention of your
supervisors including the Cardinal that same day. Please advise our office as soon as
possible what steps have been taken regarding the suspension of these two abusers
pending the administrative process which has now begun as a result of Ms.
recitation of the abuse she suffered as a child given to you here in our offices on March 2,
2004.

As I discussed with you, our firm is working in association with Jeff Anderson,
Esq. of Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A., in the representation of ||| GG
Please copy Mr. Anderson on any and all correspondence as well. Although I know that
you have Mr. Anderson’s information, I have provided it at the bottom of this letter for
your convenience.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA CHICAGO, ILLINOIS Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA NEw YORK, NEW YORK
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Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, LSW
March 11, 2004
Page 2

I look forward to your prompt response regarding this most urgent of matters.
Very truly yours,
L')David E.Ha
'DEH:grg
cc: Jeff Anderson, Esq.
Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A.
E-1000 First National Bank

332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, MN 55101
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i Leah McCluskey - Re: Review Board Members e - Page 1

From: Leah McCluskey

To: Golden, Paul

Date: 3/2/2006 9:02:56 AM
Subject: Re: Review Board Members
Fr. Golden,

The Board member's names are public information, but no other identifiers. They are the following:

Ray Gass

Michael Jenuwine

Dr. Domeena Renshaw
Rev. Charles Rubey
Rev. Lawrence Dowling
Patrick Walsh

Carol Richter

Richard Donohus

Have a good day,
Leah

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Res.ponsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago

Office of Professional Responsibility

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910

Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office: 312.751.5.205

Fax: 312.751.5279
Imccluskey@archichicago.org

>>> "Paul Golden" <paul@goldenconsuiting.com> 03/01/06 3:41 PM >>>
Leah,

Are the names and qualifications of the members of the Professional
Responsibility Review Board public?

1 would like to sec the membership, but know that some dioceses do not
publish the names. Is that true in Chicago?

Thank,

Fr. Paul
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ases 2003

Dear members of the Holy Ghost Parish family,

| stand before you today with great sadness because | have painful news
to share.

Your pastor, Fr. Joseph Bennett has been temporarily withdrawn as pastor
of Holy Ghost Parish, pending further inquiry into allegations received by
officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago that he engaged in sexual
misconduct with minors. The sexual misconduct is alleged to have
occurred more than 35 years ago while Fr. Bennett served as assistant
pastor at St. John de la Salle Parish in Chicago. This allegation has been
reported to the Cook County State's Attorney.

The independent Review Board of the Archdiocese is continuing its review
of the allegations. Pending the outcome of this review, Fr. Bennett is
cooperating with archdiocesan officials and is residing in a monitored
private setting.

If anyone has additional information or a concern to raise regarding Fr.
Bennett, please contact our Archdiocesan Professional Responsibility
Administrator directly at 1-800-994-6200. You may also contact the Office
of the Cook County State’s Attorney at 31 2-603-5440.

This is very difficult news to share and even more difficult, | know, to hear.
If there is more information about the situation to share, it will be shared.

For the immediate future, | will serve as administrator of Holy Ghost Parish.
| have assured the rest of your pastoral staff that they shall have additional
assistance they need going forward.

May | ask you to join me in praying for all people in need of the Lord's
peace and healing: for the adults who brought this concern to the
Archdiocese, for Fr. Bennett, and for all those affected by the horror of
sexual abuse. At this sad time, now, | want to assure you of my prayers -
and of Cardinal George's - for all of you. When | have any more information
about this situation, or about the future of pastoral leadership at Holy
Ghost, | will share it with you promptly.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry

Episcopal Vicar of Vicariate Vi

hﬁn'//www.archdiocese-chgo.org/news_releases/news_2006/news_020506.Shtm 2/8/2006
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FhA- 757 3377
RECEIVED
OCT 0 5 2005

ARCHDIDCESE OF CHICAGD
OFEICE OF PROFESSICNAL RESPONSIBILITY

CONSENT TO RELEASE INFORMATION

1, Rev. Joseph Bennett, hereby grant the permission for a represcutative from the
Archdiocesan Professional Responsibility Review Board to bave a verbal conversation
with Or. [ regarding the physician's April 6, 2005 report of my physical
examination. } alse gramt permission for the Review Board representative to share this
information with the Board members and with Ms. Leah McCluskey of the Office of
Professional Respensibility at the Archdiocese of Chicago. . o

1 expresaly resarvo the right to revoks my consent st any time by giving written notice of
tevocation To all parties named in this form. Any such revocation will have no effect
upon disclosures properly made prior to the vevocation. Unless earlier revoked by me,
this time lirmited consent to release of informedion shall rermain in affect for tovelve
months (12) from the date that I have signed i1, ‘

My sigbature beio<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>