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a15_ ) e tmdren 17, {Cf/ngh

nae_HJOEEGEN FPRANCIS EREpERLICK

(Last) (First) o (Middle)
. Date of entramce at St John's (Rrspoeirowi-oy colleuge)': S ELT. /64,?
I am p'resently enrolled at St. John's as: : /}/
(Senlor) (Junior) (Sophomore) {(Freshman
. HOME ADDRESS: STRR RTE. Box 112 MEnonnEE L1iICHLE An)  Tod- 86 3-36%
. i (Street) {City) (Zone) (btate} . (Phone)
Age in Y s"- [¥  pat fb th M ) Birthpl A6 &
ge in Year e of birx lth)Jt%g?L(Day) s T{e;a:f- irthplace /7 Ao ik
Place of Baptism: ”ﬂ!y IS 1 F 4]
{Chareh) {Town} (State)} (Year)

4

Confirmation . f ‘ . ; Al
{Church) {Town) . (State) : {Year)
* Parish(Presently emnrolled) &Qé k‘_ Z£ZMZZZ Paster: f’g;g ,{Zgém v é&zmﬂ’
Catholic Education: ElauT Wi A e hs &
~ {Years in Grade School} -~ {High School) (College)
Public $chool Education: WLy s ) Ad & o HE
: (Years in Grads School) (High School) {College)

When did you decide to study for the Priesthood? /_‘;’6 4

Plan: Diocesan:MManedictin&: s ' ‘ /l/;:;

: {(Which Diocese?} E (Priesthood) {Brother)
Veteran Z] 'ZQ War Experience: €
_ _ {Branch of Service) (Rank)
General Health: /r ‘ . = S
T (Bxcellent) {(Good) (Fair) .. (Poor)
Under Doctor's Care: D Reason:

FAMILY INFORMATION: ] R ‘ . .
# o . .
Petirer (or Guardian): ”ﬁ’- _ . Religion C’/ff,é{ﬁfé
’ .« . . {Lest Name), (First) (Middle) _ L
" Addressi_ i oceupation: [ffjunine b idd

{Street) ' {City) * (State) Y
Years of Educatjon: ? § ; 7 / T
(Grades) (High' S§chool) (College) Y¥Professional)
Mother: 2 /‘7/24 ) o . 3till living?
{last name) (Raxst) ¥ pidéder {Maiden name)

Religion »@M&;}du{:atioﬁ: <. & yd

_ (Grades) (Ha.g‘l School) (College) (Probessi

Does your mother work outside of the Home? Oceupations: m___”

" A
: I\U'nber of Brothers ) 8 A&e of each 7 Mumber of Sisters R4 age of eac ?

“"‘“ 3.5‘ ;_%iq | AU _9202__.._ |
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SCHOLASTIC INFORMATION

, Date of
Names of High Schosls and Kind of Schoeol Course years Graduatie
Colleges attended:

Sibiatoiins Sewn| Lol | 41-89| /PS5

What wgs your  approximate average your last yesr in school? é’?" Favorlte subjects:
Subjects disliked: ’

In which sub;?..ts dl@éu € s hxg‘le t marks "W

Lowest? M Zﬁ%j}lterary or scholastic awards in high school oxr
college: A 25?5‘ 2, .

OFfi s held in school or other organuations- Yp . » .

FINANCTAL STATUS: : - .
If wholly or partly dmpevde‘xt Upon Your own e ts, how much have you saved to pay for
your bwn way through college? , % »

pid you work during the summer?

Kind of work: /9/?’?., F:;}Am 8 am wﬂ&ﬁr Place'__—% /7!64(

Hours per week: L7 ) . Are you redeiving outside assms—
tance to attend college this year? ] g&mc:unﬂy/faa &P From whom?
.If the held is from St. John's, what kind of a scholarship

ar cu receivfhe? . o N £

QCCUPATICHAL EXPERIENCE :

Kind of wbrk ‘ Length of time ‘Salary

Which type of work did you like be)sg:‘? /i ﬂ - EE AT

Apert from the priesthocd or religious life, what professivgs have you ‘considered?
“ E .

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ‘INTERESTS -

3 sthletics, dramatlcs, ¢lubs, debating,
oo

. List activities in which you have partlcipated
mu_ﬁ_mc, school paper or yegf book: L s

dos CS Y o SO il pting Lessorca

V

-

One final questlow What major are you pursuing in college at the presanc time?

PHIL 0SptH F
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SAINT JOHNE ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
. 86321

OFFICE OH T'HE ABBOT

27 April 1970
My dear Confreres,

Very Reverend Berthgld Ricker, 0,8.B. became our Prior in
June, 1964, At that time he was willing to accept a six
year term of office. I would now like to have your advice
on the choice of a prioxr for the next six years.

iIf there is any doubt in the mind of anyone, I would like
to state at this time that Prior Berthold could not have
given me greater assistance, cooperation and encouragement
than he did during these six difficult years.

In 1965 1 became the president of the Congregation and alw-

most immediately had to leave for the fourth session of the

I Vatican Council. 'This meant an absence of more than three
months. A series of Visitations of the abbeys of the Congrega-
tion, the election and installatjon of eleven abbots and priorg~
and numerous other occasions that took me away on official
business placed the burden of directing the community on Prior
Berthold's shoulders, I was often asked how I could manage at
home with the frequent absences because of outside involvements;
1 invariably answered, "I have an excellent ptiorx."

In as far as I know, you, the members of the community, feel
very much as I do about Prior Berthold. He deserves our most
sincere gratitude as a community for leaving St. Augustine's
Parish to serve in an assignment which is always difficult, as
I can vouch from my own experience as prior.

There has been scant recognition and appreciation of the office
of prior, and, for that matter, of the offices of assistant prior,
procurator, master of novices, master of the juniorate and the
other offices that are needed to serve the best interests of the
community members.. If we have failed in this respect, we should
at least not fail to pray daily for those willing to gerve us in
these capacities. A growing lack of respect and appreciation of
the men who are willing to serve the community in these difficult
positions has made it very diffieult to find a willingness of
their part to continue in office for a reasonable length of time.
Personally I admit that I am in great debt to all who have served
in the past and are now serving in these difficult community offices.

I would appreciate it very much if you would return the enclosed
ballot within a week. Thank you!

Devotedly yours,

ﬁf":&&fl’-?“t:& Z)Zc“m’w-f;_ag¢ (;:5 R

Baldwin Dworschak, 0.5.B.
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Francis Hoefgen,

I am writing to you as the Director of Vocations for the Abbey,
having takem over from Father Paschal Botz. '

By February 9th I wust know what students will be applying for
this year's novitiate., From the information which has been
handed on to me, mostly from Father Paschal, T have been given
to understand that you have given serious thought to the priest-
hood and the religious life, TIf this is still true, I hope you
will give consideration to entering the novitiste here in July
with other members of the senior class who will be applying.

Whatever your declsion may be, I pray that the Holy Spirit will
be your guide in making the all-important step that will have so
much to do with your future and that of others. By all means
avail yourself of the guidance and counseling so available to you
while you are at St. John's,

Baldwin Pworschak, 0.8.B. Tel. 257

OSB HOEFGEN 00006




February 15, 1972

Rev. Baldwin Dworschak, O.8.B.

WiFh regards to my academic record, here are the point
averages for each{year-
Freshman 1968-1569 2.75
Sophomore 1969-1970  3.31
Junior 1970-1971 2.62
<Senior 1971 fall © 3,50

I hope this is sufficient for now and I will take care
of the application procedure as scon as possible.

A /_:;_‘/r_l‘t 3 —
E

’
Francls Hoe (gen

CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MEDIATION Lo ONLY
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PHILOSOFPHY DEPARTMENT SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

18 February 1972

Dear Father Abbot Baldwin:

This i a recormendation eoncerming the application of Francis Hoefgen for the
monastic community. TFran is a senior philosophy and psycholozy major. I heve
known him for ssverzl vears, both as a student and in informal situations in
student society.

would give my ungualified approval to Fran's application for the novitiate.

His academic recerd demonstrates that he is an intelligent and hard working student.
Fren is an exceptionally well balanced person., He is friendly with gveryons,
easy~going and popular on campus, well 1liked and enjoys a good reputation.

i~

¥y observetion is that Pran handles himsel? well in a variety of social situations
and that his knowledge of himself and of others ~- perhaps partislly throligh his
study of psychology —- helps him to be effective in dealing with other people.

He has the talent end ability to be a good influence on other people.

Tis moral ard spiritual character are zood, as far as T can tell. There is no
reason to suspect that there is anything in this area which would raise
guestions about his gualifications as a candidate.

If T had not learned caution about preising the gualifications of candidates
when T was clericwmaster and presenting candidates for vows to chspter in that
capacity, I would be inclined to praise Frani ¥y current impression is that,
givenr the knowledge and opportunity that we have had to cbserve him so far,

he appesrs to be an excellent candidate.

ancarsiy “3?'15{:,
»

f

oy /7

P_ v i\ Bayrond Ped Agettl, osb

St Johnts Abbey
Collegeville, Xinnesota
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TO:

Rev. Baldwin Dworschal , OSB |
{Name of Religious Superior)

S5t. John's Aboey
(Addreas)

Francis F. Hoefgen an Varch 13. 1977
(Date)

1 examined

and indicate the folowing
important findings:

G50d health with no exceptions except slight 1st to 2nd degres flat feet.
{(Asymptomatic)

Suggestions: None

CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MEDISTION Ygi OMLY
F Al
‘ ) M. D.

(signed )

(To the Physician: This transmittal form should be discussed with the examinee before malling to the
proper religious superior. ) )

0SB HOEFGEN_00009



Mount St. Benediet
Crookston, Minn.
March 26, 1972

Father Baldwin Dworschak
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minn,

Father Baldwin:

This letter comes to you in answer to & request from Francis
Hoefgen, for a recommendation to you ag a possible candidate
for your monastic community.

It is with a joyful spirit that I recommend him to you snd the
monks of St. John's Abbsy.

Prancis is a young man with a universal vislon in the church,
sincere and personable in his spproach to God, to his fellow
man and to the monastic way of life.

As Ffor his intellectual ability, you have access to his
scholastic schievement at St. Jokm's University, and personally,
I think that he is very capable of undertaking the studies
involved with preparation for the priesthood.

He is, I feel, sincere in wanting to develop & personal splrituality
within the monastic way of 1life, and has =z deep sense of prayer

and what monasticism can do to help continue this development. He
is concerned about, and interested in the community aspect and

the spproech to that way of life, as lived at St. John's Abbey.

I see his acceptance 1n the community st 8t. John's as your gain,
spirituelly, intellectually, and communally, as well as beneficlal
to him for developing into a more complete person living in a
brotherly, monastic community.

Slncerely,
17

OSB HOEFGEN_00010
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April 6, 1972

A Letter of Recommendation to the Monastic Community Goncerning Francis Hoefgen

It is not easy for me to try and put down on paper what Fran Hoefgen is

and what he means to me. In organizing my thoughts for this recommendation,

I began writing down his various traits. He is indeed responsible, loyal, sincere,
honest, humble, etc., but this list could go on for a long time and never give:a
true picture of this 'warm human being. I can best describe Fran to you by tell-
ing you he is a Christian and he lives his faith.

He is my friend and I've known him for four years. In that time I've seen
Fran grow from an individual who needed love as a means to security and happi-
nesgs and forced friendships to obtain this, to an individual who stands self-
confident and independent and constantly offers love, but mnot for self-grati-
fication. Fran has learned the fantastic art of giving and he will surely make-
a life of it.

I probably am Fran's greatest obstacle to the priesthood for I oftem chal-
lenge his vocation and tell him of my plans for marriage and a family. I'm sure
that though Fran has long wanted to become a priest, some of my comments have
"hit home" with him and made him consider alternate vocations. I believe his
dedication to the priesthood in his uncloistered and almost anticlerical en-
viornment points to his obvious derermination and strength of character.

My only hesitation in my recommendation of Fran would be a problem that
is somewhat out of his hands. Though I am convinced that Fran is dedicated to
St. John's and the priesthood, I am uncomfortable about Fran's strong religious
family ties and his somewhat domineering mother. I would fell more comfortable
if Fran's decision for the priesthood had been made later without such over=
bearing influence. Howevef, I am confident that Fran has considered his vocation
extensively and made his own decision.

In conclusion, 1 can only say that I am grateful for being able to <¢all him
my friend. I know he loves St. John's and the priesthood and will fit naturally
into a community life. Therefore, I feel that there is no better place than St.

John's for Fran to serve God. .
Sincerely,,

OSB HOEFGEN_00011




To be made out by every postulant or candidate in
accordance with Canon 643.

Declaration Concerning Remuneration

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that I,

FF}INCI S 5?606/915/( /4/05,5(:5/1/
otherwise known as F‘/?/?IUC/J [/-F&';Oé‘/?/ck ) //ocpc(/t)
of /lfmua% -, in the County of . P erneiminss

_., and State of w&ﬁ" wﬂ 7

IN CON SIDERATION, of the law of the Roman Catholic Church concerning the remuneration of can-
didates, postuldnts, novices, and members of a religious community acknowledged by said Roman Cathelic
Chureh (Codex Jurts Can. 643), swhich law I fully know and deliberately acknowledge and to which I volun-

tarily and fully submit myself, and

FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the benefits accruing to me as candidate, postulant, novice, or
member of the approved religious community, incorporated as

Opdpr. 5 S Bengdich Ineoper el A S0 Nt /ﬁé’@@ww

existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of /{AMJFJ{ZZI—

DO SOLEMNLY STATE AND DECLARE, that I shall never claim or demand, directly or indirectly,
any wapes, compensation, remuneration, or reward, either in specie or by way of annuity or pension, for the
time or for the services or work that I devote for or with said

i, 9 &MQ@%WJ;WMMJM% Mte, Mw

during the time I may remain there or e]sewhere in the name of or upon commission from said

lholle ff 25l Benad -.WM%WJMA%M {&M@‘”}{

26T
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto subscribed my name this .

of Wﬁ in the year of our Lord, 19..72 .
& (Signature) z/ (e [&%@%{%&

This instrument wag signed, published, and declaged by the above named

(\_ FrAtmias /’ //W /v/éfﬂf 5{;2«;4 y .. otherwise known as
(’/ifﬁ—%f W Fe ,@ZV/ v&é /%};2\, in the presence of us, who in A/ s

4»reseme and at u.j{f.ﬂf?m. request, and in the presence of each other, have hereunto subscribed our names
as witnesses the day and vear above written.
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' 5 *
'6'.

7‘
8.

S
1.0,

11,

12.
13.

14,

15,

HSR

™

SJU-PRErDIVINITY STUNENT QUESTIONNATIRE

_ /’E?HN&S : /L//{;A:!J[:)?f{"/( /%C: Vel X slied

(first name) - (middle) {last)
Date of birth (?/g!‘{f /0"'0

Name and address of p...rents/rmardlans

.~A : M!?S -

LN SRS

Réligionrbf Father C/%f?{(\i/iw' Of Mother C%4Z7fﬂékf
Ig Father living Ap Is Mother living . /$

No, of oldgf‘Brotheré ;_jz;_; Wo of older Sisteré 7

Na of vounger Brothers I} No. of younger Sisters O

Has your Fafher renarried — Has your Mother remarried /L)O

Hiigh School graduated from ,5%;’/}7"0/?//?@ SECLMARY ST MAZIAGL | /S
Other colleges attended e s e

My present hope 15 to become

__ & Brother QOrder

"a Priest Qaﬁmﬂgenzf*ﬁ”grﬁﬁﬁ“vr"plaoe'aﬁ“vf—yet)

a Diocesan priest Diocese
7 Benedictine priest = Abbey 5T . Jokw’s

__ & Religious priest Order

Are you receifing;scholarskip aid as ﬁ’pfeudivinity sfudent~
from 8JU : Amount per year
from another source // Amount per year 5?3753673 od

wWhat selective service classification are you sesking ,}b 89

For how long have you thought atout becoming
& prisst or I‘Bllgwus LSO 7B TEL S ’1"'/(’24,«‘§
Was another perbcn a” mwgor influence on your vocation

decision tfs  If so, who {/}3 LA AL zfﬁﬁ?

How -would you rate your present vocational decisiveness?

very stfong fairly strong wavériné ‘rather weak

® ok = & R % & R WM % ® ¥ & K 4 B ¥ $ ¥

-

cBv CBY acT
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APPLICATION FCR THE NOVITIATE

Full name Hosfeen Frahcis Frederieok
family name first name middle name

Address Star Route, Box 137 Henominge, Michiean (ASB5E . B63.3609
street city, state zip, telephone

Date of birth Adugust 29, 1950 Place of birth Menominee, Michigan

Name of father Living? ey

Name ©of mother Living? R

Religion of father Roman Catholic mother Roman Gatholin

Number of brothers (8) #4,32, 34,36,38,40,42,39 sisters {3y 27, 28, 3%
(give approximate age)

Were you always a practicing Catholic? veg
(if not, explain) ’

Have you ever scught admission to another religicus order? o
(if so, state whers, when, wheiher prefessed)

Were you ever married? no

Have you any debts or business invoivements? ves, srudent leoan for 7)=72: $1300.00

Is anyone (relative) in nezd of your suppor:? no
Are you liadble, or have you been liable, to any civil court charges? o
How do your parents feel about your choice of religious life? She  # Yo

Have you decided to be a priest ves or brother . at St. John's?

State briefly your reason (motive) for entering religious life ___ Bri v

for entering religious life is a desire te serve afd atiszmpt v léad vhom. I ssrve

- imea-ehristian wavy-the-vrelisious—1ife permirts me-to-devete wmy entire.self T

this goal and the deversified apostalate of the Benedictines would alsg allow

me g widlize my talents bo the limir I 'am sble. 4lse 1 feel I would be happy as

. a religious.
Are you aware of any influences or facters &
which make your decision and choice of
rsligious 1ife unfree? 'Pngeih"{:; 2 one time but no Tnngpr

How did you first learn of 5it. John's and Eznedictine 1life? I learned of St. John's

from a srudent in 1968 and learned of Benedictine life in the past three ang half

yéars as a gtudent. |
“ C@W@ﬁﬁﬁw AL
e ME@M\WOM USE oipgg i
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Reflections On Formation
Fran Hoefgen 0.S.B.

To begin with, formation at St. Johnts Abbey is much more structured than one will
find at any of the seminaries. TFor any member of the monastic commnity their daily

life involves prayer with the community four times daily, one of these being daily
‘Bucharist. From the day one enters the monastery to the day of his death the most

difficult vow cohtinues to be the wow of comversion. By that I mean that our dedication
to Christ as Christians invelwves a constant on-going process, as it does in all our
lives. Thus this vow of conversion invelves a great deal of self-discipline if cur

life in Christ is to be the focal point of cur lives, self-discipline in prayer, study,

- contemplation, reading of scripture, times for silence and private prayer.

Thus it is very crucial what our goals are in our lives: Do we desire to attain a
closer union with our Risen Lord? Are we serious about our life of prayer? OCOur
goals and ideals will exercise an extraordinary imperative in our lives. In this
way we can become more than merely a secular humanist with some expertise in the
academic study of religion. Both the Catholic and Lutheran traditions, as we know,
are plagued by superficial people whose value systems seem to be thoroughly
secularized. This brings me to the point I mentioned at the meeting with regards te
my discussion with one of my confreres at a parish in 8t. Paul, what is our ministezial
role in the parish? All I mean is that in order to be able to lead our people of
God in prayer we must be individuals of prayer ourself. We must first of all pray
curselves before we can help others; Christ must be the focal point in our lives
before we can hope to make Christ the focal point in ocur parish or congregation.

Just as we are expected to assist others in their search, or to lead others in prayer
we must gain assistance now at this early stage in our lives. If we never find out
what it means to pray we will not be able to teach or lead others on the road of prayer.

. This is where I contend we need some spiritual direction on a personal level, whether

that be from a Monk, a Pastor, Minister, or simply a friend who is more comfortable
than praver than we are. All this is a support and helps to add direction to ocur lives
as Christians. How can we expect to develope a personal relationship with our God if
we do not know how to approach God, or know where to find God? Many individuals are
blessed with such a relationship and have no need of 'directors'! in the spiritual

life. BPut even in our relationships with friends we realize that such relationships
take time and require an effort on our part. This discipline for us with. regards to
God also takes time and an effort for such a relationship to grow deeper. Then at
least we will be able to say for ourselves: "Thls is how I pray, let me share that
with you.®

What does all this mean for us with regards to spiritual feormation at Luther Seminary?
Basically what I am getting at is the fact that stxuctures, whether that be a class
or formulation of faith groups, do help but they can become "almost detrimental™.

What is crucial is our attitude toward prayer or the Word. If there is no. caTTy-over

'past the. seminary years then something is wrong. 'Alsc success is not in numbers,

if whatever program is established is influential in the lives of ten or fifteen
individuals every year,that must not be underminded. What I feel is we are attempting
to accomplish is to securé)nucleus which hopefully will blossom in the future as well
as in our own lives: May we support eachother in this venture.
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ERSONAL ACCOUNT

oad . From fefod 1972 1o

1

/2’/2‘?

A

EXPENDITURES:

Salary to Substirute

Wages for hired help

Food ond Beveroge

Tobueco

Ciothing ond Laundry

Room, Board, Tuition

Books, Newspapers, Magazines

7

Stationery ond Postoge

Dues and Subscriptions

Barber and Toilet

g1

Telaphone and Telegraph

Auto Maintenance

Medical Altendonce ond Medicine

Travel (other than Vﬁcaﬂon}
{bus, air, rail, taxi)

Entertainment and Recreation

Alms and Donatlons

Yacation

Ciher Expenses

PV\D‘\icm'ir 1o R,
PORER

Fil i

| Ba Dy
.- oo v B

WED?,;?.“\,W - },F%-
e

'

Surplus income to Abbey

Cash.on.hond 19

Total

oY

=1
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Mass Stipends to Abbey %
Moss Stipends fo Othars

Total $

Mass intentions on Hand PO

Dollar value of Stipends on Hand $e

To those residing auiside the Monastery, to
avold any difficulty ot time of fronsfer or deoth:

Please list items of value which are in your
possession ond belong to the Monastery,
such os comeras, tope recarders, rodics,
stereos, belevision sets, chairs, and veluable
objects of Art. (Do not list things which
belong to the rectory or parish.)

PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES.

{Even If you filled this out last year,
this. might require updating.})

Name: (1Rs
STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

MAME:

STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME:
STREET:
CITY AND STATE:

CONFIOENTIAL
FOR MEDIATION USE ORLY
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ERSONAL ACCOUNT -

’// 1973 to '7;’/.:76»_ .

=nl

1

From

3

192

EXPENDITURES:

Salary to Substitute

Wages for hired help

food and Beverage

Tobacco

Clothing ond Loundry

Room, Board, Tuition

Books, Newspapers, Moguozines

Stationery and Postage

Dues and Subscriptions

Barber and Tollet

Telephone and Telagraph ol
Auto Maintenonce
Medical Attendance and Medicine By
Trave! {other than Vacation)
{bus, air, rail, taxi)
Entertainment and Recreation /5o A
Alms and Denotions FD |8
Yacation
Other Expenses
LDAN REPAVHIL T e/
Pslelio c & G /216
Surplus Income to Abbey
Cush-on-hand 12
e e
Total 2 5‘; :Z- i;
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Mass Stipends to Abbey

I PLEASE

OF
Mass Stipends to Others S : {Bven
EERE . e i ! th
Total | ST S ‘
i ‘ MAME:
Muass“Intentions on Hand :‘ WWE f - . AI e
Dollar value of Sﬁpends'mn:.ﬂundn; 2t 447 CITY AND
g M.m.*:ﬁ %mw e ’
----- e i
To Iémse residing ouiside f}te«; ongsiery, Jo .. NAME:
«:N@ac% GBIy Gr e St i . -
“Plearaiist ;tm"o*?vakre-whmh“weﬂ;ryam : o - STREET:.
esseasion qnd belorg NS MGty ——"
* ssuchi- 0¥ cmeristtipe . necgrydgﬁ,}g?dms,” . CITY "ARD
Trevan TEIRVERGT SIS T aRd valille
.abiects of A6 nbl s Hisgs bhick
belang 1o the rectory.or.porish ). NAME:
' , STREET:
T CITY AND
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K r

S ot e e gy st}
S ‘/ Cé(nma{ W @&Ti:wa ay / 63 /73

i/”lﬂﬁh /4—;}% o f
wie we e em =, ) ” | | | -. )

1939 Haaad Boew WX ﬁc;; - 1685 1y
f A-r'm e ;fﬁ,‘:—,. 3 .
5 kA s, ) - 7.
2162 TRy _‘Q‘{,&(?‘,&,@Ww L ki
D
CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MEDIATION USE ONLY
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4.9 0000 HOEF GEN FRANCIS 0SB 398466

Muase Jedach thik stuh and mall with your ramittance. Your canceiled drech serves ns your receiph,

) . . BALANCE PREVIOUS STATEMENT $  209:17
1/09 CASH "12:59%. 1708 BK CRWbT

1/09 8K A8 b4 1/13 DUPL 93P

1729 CASH 110300%~ -1/23 BK B s T4 xR

1731 TLR 1260 2705 CASH 10400

2799 CASH “20:000 2722 CASH 15:00

2728 TLR 1i 15 3/01 GASH T bk o
3702 CASH 1000 3705 BK 3398 Ty (3
3/07 BK 3257 3710 DUPL _uadieeiTh

3733 CaSH 3505 3415, BRED SRS )5

B/27 CASH “T0 s Ol wiEY 2EEBUBL 67

3731 TLR z.1 %702 BK 3.24

3721 TELE 2:85 4/13 CASH . 15.00

4733 CASH - 30:0% 4/30 CASH 1.00

04/30/13 BALANCE DUF 491:76

PLEASE MAKE PATABLE TC) ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY

0SB HOEFGEN_00021
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Misslons at St. Joseph Church Missions at Bi. Joseph Chureh
Fouter Clty, Mich, 49834 Worthinnd, Mich. 40889

ST. MICHAEL'S CHUROCH

Pernonotlle, :‘/Wiaf;lgmz 20873
Phone
Bark River Exchanuge
485-7456

January B, 1974.

Dear Abbot John,.
First I certainly extend to you the warmest wishes for a blessed and

Happy New Yesri Also send my prayers for your health now and in the year to
come, My year started out rather coply-~--every night I've been here it has
been below zero with last night it getting to minus 22. That was when I
checked the temperature at 9:00. This evening it is snowinn thus it is a
bit warmer. This past Sunday when I went with my brother  to the mission
at Northland the furnace was out of gas. We certainly had a quick and cold
eucharist that day. '
A1l is well with me here and am very appreciative of the opportunity
to be here and to have a glimpse of parish life. I help with the Sunday
masses by doing the resdings, picking the hymns and leading the music. Onty
one of the three parishes has an organist so that makes leading more difficult.
I might get up eshough courage to try my hand at their electric orgsn and play
for mass if I can find the musicifor -the hymns. Am also helping with CCD
classes during my stay and am giving a talk to the Legion of Mery here at
Perronville this coming Tuesday, After having taken Kilian's class on the
Holy Spirit this past fall I decided to talk to them on the Holy Spirit in
relation of Baptism. Hape 1 don't say anything heretical, Will also be
helping with the parish census and taking a sort of survey of parish attitudes
concerning & Jot of tpoics that should help
Today had a doctor’s appointment in Escanaba so T went with him and
practiced the organ at 5t. Joseph's Church where they have a very nice pipe
organ. Afterwards and 1 had a very enjoyable meai and condersation with
the Franciscans there, Hove also met the priests at two of the other parishes
in Escanaba., Sometime before T leave we will be going to visit
asked to give greetings and I certainly will.

does know herr since he was an assistant at St. Patrick's for some time and
some how got to know her. Sometime in the next few weeks we will be going
1o visit some interesting places In Northern Michigan as well as visiting
a few of my old pastors, TIt-will be enjoysble to visit them again.

T U TThere ¥ ho hoUsekéépETThérd  and B B FESUTL T gave grown to sppreciate
good cooking very much though we have been doing rather well. reatly
appreciates jusi ‘having someone to sit down with him to eat with-~-it doesn't

«rgalty-metiar—what-we—are—havingithe-sempindonshipis-vary-inportant.
The selitude is very relaxing for me and my time is often spent reading
scripture and church history, Part of that is in preparation for Godfrey's
course this coming semester on Patristics. Also appreciate the psalter a
.great deal as I read it on my own, prayer helps me very much .
Days are short now with the change of time---it is odd not seeing the
sun rise til1 9:30 in the midmorning. But there is really nothing at all
I have to complain sbout---God is good. 1 wish to thank you for the strength
you give me from afar, as well as the love you show to all of us. Christmas
will always be & very happy memory for me because I could share the Christmas
mésTl with you. Just brought me some popcorm and beer and i is time to
close anyway. I hope Peter is havunq as good a month as I am. Good by for

now and God Bless,
with prayers,
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SANT JOHNE ABREY+ COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA
56321

QEFICE OF THE ARBOT

Jamuzry 11, 1974 ¢
Deaxr Brother Fram, '

Thank you for your goed letter of the 8th, which arrived this worning, and for
your greetings snd prayers for the new year and for my health. We, too; Tave
been having very cold weatber and apparently it is going to lask = Few mru days.
1 rejoice with you in that all is going well and that, despite ths help you are
giving your brother, you are finding tife for reading scripture and ahm:ch hisy
tory as wall as for prayer. I had a #ettar from Peter a few days a8go; ]‘1eg too
is enjoying his stay at the Honastery in the Deseyt. When you do wisitthe
Smiths in Escanaba, pleasz giventhem my greetings and good wishes. :

1 might have wasited until tomerrow with replying, when I could have written a
lenger letter. But I want to let you kmow that Father Conrad has bocomé very
weak. This morning for the first time in months he was roo weak to concelebrate
with Pr. Tabian and even to dress himeelf. ThHe doctor saw him yesterday and, be-
cause of weakness, judged that the end may be mear. I will anoint him at 42 30%,
and it is now 4115, I am sure wou will keep him in your prayers.

With greatings also to your brother, and with every good wish,
Devotedly yours,

Abhot

0SB HOEFGEN_00024



Missions st St. Joseph Church . Missions at St. Joseph Chureh
Foster City, Mich. 48014 Novthland, Mich, 48868

if
’)};-“}{N ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH

\ ffje.uon.ulllﬁlz, c/mie.{;i‘gan G4oET3
Fhone
Bark River Ewchange

46B-7456

“January 26, 1974

Dear Abbot John,
© 1 was filled with joy at receiving your letter of the 11th and have

waited ti11 I could spend some time with the reply. It is nearirg eleven
oiclock so this will be short. The eVenfng Titurgy went very well and
that pleases me. Maybe T was especially in the moed to celebrate the
eucharist since T felt in communion with my Jjunior confreres who had a
day of reflection.

This past Wenesday noon and 1 had tunch with the Smiths and that
was certainly enjoyable and T am very glad thet I had the chance to met them.
Stack told us some ingteresting points concerning your visit this past
fall or was it the summer. He really enjoyed the time when you put on the
red shirt and marcon tie and he did admit that you looked really sharp.

This past month has made me very proud to be a Benedictine and also
proud to ‘the fact that you are my ebbot. All who know you are very impressed
by you. Could you please yive my warm greetings to Frances Pond and to
Daniel Dutrken. Scon I'11 be back on the mail run and back in some sort of
routine.

I pray that Fr. Conrad is better and I thank you for sharing your
concern with me. He is surly in my prayers daily. We certainly can be
thankful for the health we have. I have nearly gotten over a culd that
took control early this past week. Unfortunately seems to be coming
down with it now. Mapy schools are closed in this areacbecause of the
‘flu so we can be thankful that all we have is the common cold.

January has been very good for me and I have felt the support that
1 have at St. Johns and am grateful for that. It seems:as if the §pirit
has worked hard also since has opened up to me a great deal and T feel
as if we are much closer now and that 1 have heiped him: in the best way that
1 know how and that is by showing my care and concern for him in my daily
actions. I daily pray that he grow stronger in the priesthood since there
are some paints that -he Finds difficult now and-he seems to be-a-very-lonely.

et man, o PTeASE prey for Thim.” T T pmmem e

About an hour ago I took some cold medicine and itiis making me feel

very sleepy now so I'11 close. Thank you very much for: the support you
P

_have-given-me-and—for,your-prayefsj—you-know-that—you~have-my—stuppari-and

cohstant ‘prayers. Will probably return to the Abbey on the 3rdww-hepe to
see you then. :

with warm love & prayers,

( z[‘m OS54,
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SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

NAME_ HOEFGEN, FRANCIS 7

EDERICK, 0SB |,

ADDRESS_ 5T, JUHN!S ABBEY,

COLLEGEVILLE, MM

IFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR PERMAMENT RECORD BIRTH, 29 _AUGUST 1950 macgt MENOMINEE, MICHIGAN
LEGE/UNNERSITY. MAJOR DEGREE DATE GRANTED enTERED ... 5. FEBRUARY 1974 r—
LHOMN'S UNIY. PH/PSY BA 1972 . | LANGUAGE ExAM PASSED DATE
; — — COMPREHENSIVES PASSED :
St T
PR T4 _GS 398466 | |
U 113C QRGAN/NONMAJORS us
HY (452 PATRISTIC THECL A
H 8338 SACRAMENTAL CONM s f
HY J441 PRBLM ECUM THED 3) W
S T4 GS 398466
HY J435 CHRESTOLOGY 3
HY J49B MUSIC/LITURGY QAU
MY J419  SYNQPTIC GDSPEL 3 ,
ALL 74 GS 398466 N
JER J111C EL GER I{READ} Bl
IV J400 MINISTRY SEM 1S
0 J113H DRGAN NONMAJORS us i .
AN 75 68 398466 1
HY J44& PRAYR SPIR MYST B
LPR 75 GS 398465
000 LUTHER THED EX 12¥

This treracvict is not efficiol enless it bears the aeme of the Realser and kne impress of the 4zo] of Saiat Jehe's Univarsity.

48.2000-7-78 Jata

Reqistrar
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N THE WAME OF oJwp LORY JESus CARIST

I, BMﬂck &f?mc!s FREAER/M( Aéff'éz_‘:/{)’
&) [fens m nce, /Vé:/n‘g/%}
W ‘?) W;

PROMISE w)mH Wows  VAL/D FOR TWO yeRRs,
Brrope Gob Aub Ms SRINTS, 1P THE TRE SENCE OF 04 F
FRTHER 10 CHRIST Mbor o f‘fb{i’x) SCH/NK, ARD
HE towrS OF TS PMop ASTERY
STABILITY w0 TS COMMawTh
bup SuT oF PERFECT CHARITY T oucH A
MoN ASTIC /?Mefﬂé‘ﬁ OF L1FE ~ Arid
ge) | ENCE  HCCORDING 7O THE
0673;,&6 pFOUR Jory FATHER BEOEDICT

Awp THE LAWS 0F buR LENERARTION,

T KITNESS WHercoF T HRVE PREPARED THIS

i HERT AWE §JENEN T RRE AT ST lorns A RS
COLLECEVILLE, H/WNESOTR | TN THE JEAR OF oam LOAL
(474 o THE (™ DAF OF Jucy
| , /
) FERST OF 04k Hiy TATHER peme b7,

(o . feterM. /0843,
G-, Qe . , @56,
M%@Wéf&ﬂ . 22
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Auygust 2, 1974

Father Alfred Deutsch, O, 8.B.
Dean, Bchonl of Divinity

Dear Father Alfred,

sifirother Francis Hoedgen has asked me to write a letter of
recopunendation to you in support of his application for sd-
misslaon to the School of Divinlty.

Brother Francis has informed me that he has now definitely
decided to study for the priesthood and that he har completed

his college work,

I believe he is sinceye in his desires and that he has shown
svidenae, during his two years in the commonity as a novice
and me a junior, of being serious abeut his monasfic life. 1
believe that he will confoyrm to the program of the Bchoel of
Divinity and therefove I do recommend him for admission to

the Scheol.
Thank you for your consideration of his application,
Bincerely yours in Christ,

John Eidenschink, O.5.5B.
Abbot

JE:ifp
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SAINT JOHNE ABREY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE ABBOT
This is to certify that . .
Brother Francis Hoefgen, O.S.B;
was instituted into the Ministyy of READER on September 24, 1974, the feast
of ‘St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist, by Abbot John Eidenséhink, C.S.B.,
of St. John's Abbey. |

Signed this 21st day of September, at St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minne-.

(Dbl ik,

_ y/&b%t d

sota.
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DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY / SAINT JOHN 'S UNIVERSITY

COLLEGEVILLE, PMINMNESOCTA 56311 ) (612) an3-2442

.

1B December 1574

Dear Abbot John,

I would like to give you my personal reflections and a professional evaluation
»f three members of 5t. John's Abbey who were envolled in rhe Divinity 400
Ministry Seminar this past sewmester. Mine is only an additional. evaluation
and supplementary to that of Facher Chazron.

Francis llonfgen tended to miss the point of assipnments relatively consistently
(the only one out of eighceen who did so in wy part of the semioar}; he was
openly hostile to me in class on two oceasions (the only persom who expressed
hostility sarcastically and publicly); he was absent about one fourch of the
time without excusing himself}; and he recerived a C~ from me, having donsz
unsatisfactory work on one paper and average work on the final exam. I think
that Francis has significant unconstious and conscious emovional conflicts,

and 1 recommend that he be encouraged Lo receive some professional personal

acadewic or psychological counseling. I think be is unhappy with himself.

Dunscan Moorse surprissd me favorably. His participation in class diseussicn
was minimal, and the few contribucicns he made Lo elass discussien wera poorly
received and unbalanced. However, one of his papers wags exceptipaally well
thought out, carefully written and cohersnr-—althcugh wordy. He received a

B- on bis findl exam and a B in my par: of the course. He was generally raspacs-
ted by the students, regular in atcendance, and, though he was over-—woriked olten
with outside acrivirties, I think his academic progress is sartisfactery to good,

In all cthree of the above Benedictines I observe a geneTal lack of econemy in

goals and directaon (as Oppased T8 SeVETEITEEREE
tines in the Div 400 seminar). 4Ll thrze arve dissipating energies in a
significantly counterproductive way., Personal identit¢y proeblems are avideat
in all three-—as well as professional identity problems. All three seriously
need personal attention from trustworthy adults.

Sincerely,

i k

Joloctde

;{I

James Wilde, 0.S.B. ’ COMPRIMENTIAL

Eopy toi Facher John Xulas PO MEDBTION DSE ORLY

OSE HOEFGEN_00031
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SCHOOL OF DIVINITY OF SATNT JOHNQS UNIVEKSITY, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

GRADE REPORT

i
i
I
i

!

STUDENT: M JYA-L/W, o.5.4 {
-4

TERM: Fall, 1974 : B

COURSE(S) : Divinity 400 1

CRADE: :

Pr. Joeph Chrano.

Fr. Joseph Charron, C.PP.S,, Director

Harking System: H (Honors) indicates excellent performance. :
. P (Fassing) reflects average, satisfactory work.
F (Failure) manifests unacceptable performancei

OSB HOEFGEN 00032



December 20, 1974

TO: Abbot John Edidenschink, Abbot of St. John's Abbey
Father John Kulas, Junicr Master
Father Alfred Deutsch, Dean of Divinity

RE: FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.5.B.

As director and coordinator of the Divinity 400 Semipar, I submit the follow-
ing preliminary evaluation of FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.5,.B.

Fran did average to good work in the Divinity 400 Seminar. He
kept up with a rather heavy load of assigoments and completed

the written reports in an acceptable manner. However, it was

evident at times that he was not satisfied with the program.

One of the aims of the Divinity 400 Seminar is to encourage
the interchange and discussion of ideas in regard to theology,
priestly mwinistry and spirituality. Fran took part 1n this
exchange, He was willing to challenge ideas that were being
expressed and to give his own opindion.
Finally, the twe Benedictine members of the Divinity 400 staff,
Fathers Danlel Ward and James Wilde, both had teservations about
. the quality of Fran's participstion in this program.

Fi. Joseph -Charron, §.PP.8,

SCHOOL OF D!Vih;"ﬂr’ SAIST JOHN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA 56321 TEL. 612-363-2444

Director, First-year Program
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EVALUATION ¥OR: BROTHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.8.B.

Prancis is spending the current semester at Luther Seminary in
St. Pagl in order .to broaden his ecumendeal sense of theology
and ministry. Apparently Fran is considered solid enough by
hie religious superiors that they would have encouraged him to
embark on this somewhat unusual program,

Fran presents a placid appearance and a scft-spoken manner and
generally ie most pleasant to visit with, Yet I ‘believe that

he has to wrestle interiorly with feelings of anger and hostility,
which occasionally emerge to the surface.

As Dean of Divinity my relatione with Fran have been gquite easy!
I sense for the most part his concern to prepare himself well
for the order of priesthood. From my vantage point I have no
hesitation in recommending that he coutinue onm the path toward
Holy Orders.

Respectfully,

{Rev.) Alfred Deutsch, 0.5.B.
Dean-Rector

SCHOOL OF DIVINITY SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA 56321 TEL. 612-363-2444
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EVALUATION FOR: BROTHER FRANCIS ROEFGEN, 0.5.B.

Francls '1s spending the current semestex at Luther Seminary in
St. Panl in order to broaden his ecumenical sense of theology
and ministry. Apparently Fran Is considered solid emough by
his religious superiors that they would have encouraged him to
embark on this somewhat unusual program,

Fran presents a placid appearance and a soft-—gpoken mannex and
generally is most pleasant to visit with. Yet T ‘believe that

he has to wrestle interiorly with feelinps of anger and hostility,
which occasionally emerge to the surface.

As Pean of Divinity my rvelations with Fran have been quite easy:
I sense for the most part his concern to prepare himseif well
for the order of priesthood. From my vantage point I have no
hesitation in recommending that he continue on the path towerd
Holy Oxders. -

Regpectfully,

(Rev.) Alfred Dautsch, 0.5.8.
Dean~Rector

SCHOOL OF DIVINJTY SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA 56321 TEL. 612-363-2444
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES

AT

1974

H COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

bovo_jigeenfre 3 ¢ 19 7%,

o

NAVE F/W*WLLA }M'Q/"‘W’
” u

1

£ASH RECEIPYS AND OUTSIDE CHARGES (A/F)

Plezse totul all A/P entries Which sppear o0 your
persenal print cut and enter the sum on jine 2
below. Thesé vepresant outxide charges. Then
total your CASH ontries awd enter this aobnt on
Tine 3. Total cagh received Trom other sourges
ts 'te be recorded on line 5. {This, of eourse,
wi1) not appear on your persanal print out.)

FROM J%{-q R
T

11

BAEAKDOMWN OF CASH PURCHASES AND- GUTSIDE CHARGES

Pleass jtemize the sxpenditures that you incurred
during this period through use of Cash Withdrawn,
Cash Recelved from other sources, apd A/P. The
sub-total ip this column will cbvicusly equal the
sub-total in Goluwn 1.

Ii1
CHARGES WITHIN THE ABBEY

:Please total all other items by category and

i record fhem below. FPlease spetify Bookstore

| charges |ss indleated. If the total for any of
i the otbar categories i3 large, please list the
imajor Vtems.

Cask on Hond at Begianing of Perind /o B Bevierdges Bookszo 3 Charges {8K)
Accourits Payaple (A/F) . tlothing /9 RY Hmoki 1//{ 50
CASH Withdrawn from Accourts 0ffice aé}g’ S0 Donations 6 0D Tobacco
Cosh Received from Other Solr¢es F A Entertaipment and Retrearion g jon : Tuili‘trics ¥ 1%
Eguipmnt andl Fureishings jtar ExE%nse - Parsonsl Use (AUTO)
Food ‘?2« e i Buplicating. (DUPL)
8ifss 261500 oos sebvice (Fo00) ]
Lodgln 7 o " Liguor from Abbey Supply (110) -
Repding Muterisls 2}’? 50 fLiturgi 2] Press (1¢) | "5
Tollstriss Lo !;Printin  Charges (LRNT)
Travel: Aute Maintenange 1aitor ‘hog {TLR); /L (e
Gas_and 0} é o e E
Tickets sad Fards 25 ¢S i .
arber: { Telephobe Chargss (TELE): /233
1)
323150  other
-Deducy Cash Turped in to Abbey ) g
-Beduct Cash on Hand at End of Perio /0 D : 2
COLUM. 1_SUB=TOTAL g'ﬁj AL COLUMN L1 SUB-TOTAL L1373 i COLUMY L11_SuB-TaTAL ¥Yite
sgé—mm. FRGH COLUMN |} g3 8¢
Sae veverse sida for key to abbrsviations and ezplmwstory notes. ! - >
Please submit origingl tc designated Supsrior ond redain yellow copy for your files. TU?’»AL THiS PERIOD 3? 7 7 4
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— S . L LT7E

i -
HEY TO ABBREVIATIONS USED HAMES AND ADDRESSES OF RELATIVES
AIP - Accoungs Payable, |f.this entry BPRESTS. Please regorduths. name and a&d?e&&!efuwur

On your personsl print out, a hill w4 nedFest Felatives Beliw. WMEwaald 'ike you 1o

HIASAONETA
hi

ey . paid by the Busipess Bf R OGS « PrPvide, whis, WFomard on ostyhen. the, JASARR. ..
LE P8 have teceived any ¢ in i A QTR FEREHRT ﬁh’»‘%,. E i rediag other %
kmELwarkh n‘bre “than ten dailars, o b timesy p1 ibnt
please hst tham talow. . seriptions, ate ' S tasas

{ AUT® - car expense for personal wse at:l0¢dnite: 2

8K - These are Bookstore charges made for pur-
chases @t the University Bookstore.

CARP - Barpenter Shop charges: 2 = )

GUPL - These are chargss made a® the Duplxcatln . A | o EPEET | L. Ve

| genter-for such services as: xeroxhngimeT

hlnthmg, or far pcstage. papar S“EBM’”' - . : .

. - EkR. B - .3» _«_&‘gr‘.‘,uihq - B Y - JL i

Electridg Shop charges : k

% Food subelce: charges which cotifd 1 e T 43

¢ quc.aagntwents fon Loignds on relatives,, ¥ $

: * rifresiments for persmi usey SAFCK BEFT e

[ charqesh [33-N e

i E1BR = L’hranﬂx%h&rqes For xeroxing, ete.

} arges Tor liguar ohtained from ) — AN [T

NESAS

N ubllcaﬁlun of the Press that may have Criy 4 State Zip
: been. putchased and chepged to yous peFsonale ] i
¥ Sécgunt)l Also included would be wrapp!
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PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES,

{Even if you filled this ou? lazt year,
this might. require updating.)

NAMEHrs .
STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

N,
AMEC e & Mes.

STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME: Mr. &

STREET:

CITY AND STATE

CONFIDENTIAL
O MEDIATION USE ONLY
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April 15, 1975

Evaluafionfn§ Brother Franqisyﬁoefgen. 0.8.8. g

Brothgy:rﬁancié seems to fit in well with theé activities and pro=
gram of the Junkorate. Somewhat quiet and reserved, he nevertheless

seems to pet along with all his confreres well, and he occasionally

{?%} displays a‘quietésense of humor.

% e I fiﬁd Brother Fran observant in all aspects of the Juniorate and

ié}} monastic way. of life; liis attendance at monastic exercises is very good;
'i;; < 'he gives regular atiention to prayer and spiritual reading. S

Brother Fran is spoperative and sincere, and I believe he is
honestly striving to develop in the sprit of the monastic life.s I

look for fhim to continue to progress.

Brother Fran is spending the spring semester attending Luther

Seminary in St. Paul,

b John Xulas, 0.5.B,
Master of Juniors
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA r6321
April 15, 1975

A SUMMARY of FRANCIS HOEFGEN's Progress as a First Year Theologian

Fran began theological studies in the summer of 1974, That summer he studied
"Christology" and "Snyoptics.” He enjoyed the summer very much and both Fr.
Peters and Fr, Dillon were pleased to have him for a student. In the fall of
1974 Fran fulfilled the first year Div, 400 requirement and also took a German
Reading courge and organ lessons. The first semester he excelled in teaching
an all-girl 9th grade CCD course at St. Augustine's in St. Cloud. His rather
soft and mild marmer won over the group and the course went very well. The
asslistant priest at St. Augustine's mentioned that Fran was more effective with
his class thap the assistant was with the class he had,

During January Fran took Fr, Don Talafous' course in "Prayer, Bpirituality
and Mystieism," This also was a good experience for Fran.

moved to the Luther ITheological Seminary in Minmeapolis.
"Wisdom Literature," "Later Middle Ages and Reformatiom,"
Listening' and "Kierkegaard,'" His stay there is for

TIn March of 1975, Pran
His courses there include
"Contemplative Living and
one semester.

1ike to audit a course in "John" and take two courses

This summer Fran would
I think Fran intends to go

for eredit. One would be "Eucharistic Liturgies,"
on the "Jervsalem Program' in 1976.

Simece Fran was away from the Abbey during the month of Japuary in 1974, at
Tuther Seminary for the second semester of 1974-75, and if he is gone to Jerusalem
second semester of 1975-7G, it means he has been away from the Abbey for a good
part of his juniorate formation. This may be a2 weakness in his "over-all'

formation.

I am happy the way Fran has progressed this year. His splritual life appeaxs
to be.sound.. He has. .a "duo-trait" about his personality. He can be warm, fziendly,
and very sensitive and then agaln he can be moody and unapproachable. "But I can
honestly say the good and positive traits are taking precedence more and more.
I am confident that he is going to be a truvly fine priest; a credit to St. John's

i _A0g_the entize Church.

Cletus Comnors, 0.8.B.
Assistant Prioxr
Director of Abbey Education
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May 2, 1975
Dear John

Thaitk vou very much for your letter, it was good to hear from you. First of
all T can happily tell you that the experience iz living wp to expectations

in many way. Classes are very interesting, especially my history class on
"Latéer Middle Ages and Reformation' which helps to be in an enviromment where
ane can see where all these changes have lead us. Also I enjoy the discussions

“in that cluss as well ag sutside of class. My class on 'Contefnplative Living

and Listening' is very rewarding too, enclosed is an article in relation to
that class. As you know I am on retreat this week-end at Winona with my
section of thé class, should be very fruitful and I hope to put together scme
of my thoughts Tegarding my paper on silence and solitude. When I d¢ finish
the paper I will send a copy to you because 1 want Lo share my ideas with you
in order to help you understand where I am at regards prayer. Right now I
intend to write on what one's attitudé should be with regards to silence and
what our 'expectations'! should or should not bes.

Also have been helping oul on a selfmstudy group here at Luther with regazds to
spiriteal formation. They are attempting to set up some sort of a program here
for next year. First of all the greup divided up and tried to find out what

je being done at the other seminaries of the consortium; so myself and two other
friends of mine set out to find out what is being done at St. John's seminary.
Obwiously the only places where there was any program was at St. John's and St.
Paul Seminary. Anyway, our group reported on St. John's and I gave some
reflections on formation as I have seen it at St. John's Abbey. And that is

the other sheet enclosed, also wanted to share that with you.

Dietrich called last Tuesday evening so I have heard the news of the chapter
vote, there seems to be so many changes taking place at the Abbey these days.
Will be a very different place when I return in se¢veral weeks. Things certainly
do seem to be rather busy there these days.

Yes I have been over to St. Bernard's 2 few times. About two weeks ago I was
over there on a2 Friday evening and bad an interesting discussion with Fr. Mel

and his relation to the Abbey after having been in the parish for so long.

Also was over there for Palm Sunday and had dinner there with two students from
here. Also saw Bob Wieber at St. Claf once when I went to mass there. AL1

of this helps me to put the Monastery in a different light and T do thimk it

has helped very much to evaluate my mopastic life and my prayer life in

relation to being away from the Abbey. One thing that helps is that seven of

us get together to pray évery momimgat 7:30 for sbout fifteen minutes or so. :
sometimes we use Abbey prayer but it varies a lot, we each take our turm at
leading prayer. There are a lot of other aspects of monastic life that look
different to me now and we can talk about that much mere when I return. FPlus
being here has helped very much to understand the Lutheran tradition and I can
see now how much emphasis is still placed on justification by grace through

faith as well as works-ripghtecusness. Also how they manage to relate almost
everything to Law and Gospel somehow. But it is truly and interesting experience.

Well it 18 time to go to chapel (10:00 A¥) so 1'1l close for now and may the
peace of our Lord be with you always! By the way I'1l be at the Abbey for
Ascension Thursday so I'11 at least be able to see you then. Am coming up with
the class on Western Monasticism. God Bless!

(b

&
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SAINT JOHNTE ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
66321
ORFICE OF THE ABBOT
This is to r;értify that
Brother Francis Hoefgenm, 0.5.B.,

was instituted into the ministry of ACOLYTE on December 22, 1975,

by Abbot John Eidenschink, 0.8.B., of St. Jobn's Ahbey.

Signed this 25th day of February, 1976

foe

N -~

OSB HOEFGEN _00042




April 6, 1975
Francis Hoefgen

T believe Brother Fran has come a long way in his years in the Juniorate. In
my opinion he has developed inte a seriocus and sincere monk, 4 generous and Sen-
sitive confrere. He has a clear perception of the monastic 1ife as a commitment
to Christ, and he is ready now to make that commitment here at 2t. John's.

Brother Bean is # quiet and tuoughtful, thoroughly convinced of the importance
of prayer and solitude in ths 1ife of the monk, and he devotes himself o this
with great persevesrance. At the same time he is an eager and generous community
mem.er, Though quiet, he possesses a fine sense of humor, and he seems to get
along well with all his confreres. He is sensitive to the needs of others, and
egger to he of service. “e is particular"y concsnned about the welfare of
guests and visitors, and he has deveted a lot of time te making caddidbes feel
welcome and at home.

Though in the past he may have been tense and even moody, he seems much mole
relaged now and at peace. He iz deeply concerned to be a gond monk and ultimately
a good priest. By his own admission he has no particular atlachments in terms

of future assignments, He feels that he is open to any assignment. He would,

T believe, be very interested in the pacochial apestolate,

Brother Fran has made very commendavle progress, and I have no hesitation in
recommending his acceptance for solemn vows,
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 6371

ANNUAL EVALUATION FROM THE SCHOOL OF DIVINITY

Date: 29 June 1976
RE: Francis Hoefgen, O0.5.B.
FROM: Director of Benedictine Priestly Formation

Fran was a second-year student in the School of Divin-
ity this past vear. It is apparent that he is a serious
and conscientious student. He is one of the most con-
scientious monks in the entire community when it comes
to helping individuale or at monastic functions. 1In his
own quiet way he does more good than most people realize.

During the second semester Fran's courses included: "New
Testament Creek," "Ecclesiology," "Eucharistic Liturgies,
and "Liturgical Preuching and Presidency.' His January
project was an independent study of "Monastic Spiritual-
ity" under the supervision of Pr. Alexander, 0.5.B.

i

Fran's priestly formation seems to be developing well.
He has struggled with several of the questions common
to priesthood students. I am confident that the coming
year will be a profitable cne for him. He is planning
to gpend the second semester in Israel.

O ,osnm

{(Rev. Cletus Connors, 0.8.B.
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

IN THE NAME OF GOD. AMEN.

otherwise known ag ... %,/Z‘i.{?&ﬁ Wf /%e/ % » being of legal age,

of sound mind and memory, do hereby make, pubhsh, and declare this to be my last will and testament.

FIRST: I give, devise, and bequeath to

all property, real, personal, and mixed, which I now possess or which I may hereafter acquire;

SECOND: I hereby nominate and appoint

of Mg F. o /féﬂ?&w )

as the executor of this will, without bond or inveniory.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand this day of 1 : 19.,%

(Signature) M’\/ M %fﬂ&w

otherwise known a8 M ? C}/ W a8 W

last will and testament, in the presence of us, who in ,,',M.w presence and at !é:'?ﬁ/. ..... request, and in the

presence of each other, have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses the day and year above written.
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ATNC 380 MOLEWMIOIN 3o

VLN

in joyful remembrance of our
Solemn Profession

1 Juby 1976

Peler Stanger
Francis Hoefgen .
Adam Kochlin
Michae! Kwatera
Justin Lombardo
Jason Griffith

monks of Saint John's Abbey
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‘13 July 1976

fReverend and dear Father,

|To Fulfill the obligation of Camon 576, par. 2, I wish to inform you,
| 8o that you may make the proper notation in the baptismal recoxds as
| prageribed by Ganon 470, par. 2, that BROTHER FRANCIS HOFGEM, 0.5.3.,

' profesesd EDLEMY VOWS for Saint Johm's Abbey ou 11 July 1378,

. Brother Francis Hofpen was born on 20 August 1950, in Holy Trislty
. Parish, Mensminee, Michipan, and was baptized in Foly Trinity. Parich
{now kntwn as Holy Redeener Porish) in Megominee shortly after birth.

" With all good wishes and tha prayer that God bless you and your work, {
am .

. Sincerely yours in Christ,

Jobn Eidenschink, 0.8.8.
i Abbot

. JR/ev

i
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EVALUATION FOR: BROTHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.5.B.

Brother Francis seems to fit ip well with the activities and
program of the Juniocrate. Somewhat quiet and reserved, he
nevertheless seems to get along with all his confreres well,
and he -occagionally displays a quiet sénse of humor.

I find Brother Fran observant in all aspects of the Juniorate
and monastic way of life; his attendance at monastic exercises
is very good; he gives regular attention to prayer and spiritual’

reading.

Brother Fran 1s ccoperative and sincere, and I believe he is
honestly striving to develep in the spirit of the momastic
life. I look for him to contimue te progress.

Brother Fran is spending the spring semester attending Luther
Seminary in St. Paul. :

Respectfully,

(Rev.) John Kulas, 0.5.38.
Master of Jupiors

CONFIENTIAL
FOR MEDIATION USE ONLY
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA g6321

ANNUST EVALUATION FROM THE SCHOOL OF DIVINITY
DATE: 29 November 1976
RE: Francis Hoefgen, 0.S5.B.

FROM: Director of Bemedictine Priestly Formatlion

Fran is a third-year student in the School of Divinity.
fie plans to take part in the Jerusalem program this
coming semester. He is in solemm vows and requests to
be & deacon this coming spring., I am pleased with the
progress Fran has made in recent monmths. In his gquiet
manner, he has served the community realistically and
in many ways, .He seems to be "spiritually healthy and
gound,"

This semester his classes included: "Liturgical History
Seminar,” "Pauline Corpus,* "Hebrew' and “clinical Pastoral

Education.'

C/Q nt;. (‘ LS80,

(Rev.) (letus Connors, 0.5.B.

CClev
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December, 1976
EVALUATION FOR: FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.S5.B.

T haven't seen much of Franm thils year, but from what
I have seen, I would say that he seems more settled,
The only real interchange I had with him was briefly
in connection with the hospital chaplainey course.
During this time he asked good questions and was
‘willling to participate,

If it 45 his wish to continue his career as a priest,
I recommend his ordination to the diaconate.

Respectfully,

(Rev.) Michael Naughton, 0.5.8.
Director, Pastoral Program
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21 Marech 1977

Brother Francis Hoefgen, 0.8.3.
Perra Sancta Youth Lodge

Post OLffce Box 17030

Ein Farim

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Brother Fren;

On this Feast of Saint Benmedict I not only wish te thank you for
your card, written on the 1lth, but alse to send you and the orher
members of the Commmity my best wishes for the Feast., I hope you
have had the opportunity to celebrate the Feast properly.

I am happy te kmow that sverything is going well -- T met Father
Kieran briefly lest evening and he was very happy about his op-
portunity to visit Jerugalem and to see the program in action.

He ir thoroughly enthused, I hope some day to be able to visit
Jerusalem also, but now T must get ready far a trip to Tokyo as I

leave tomorrow morning.

Tn the hope that others are keeping you abreast of the news, and
with zenewed grestingg to all, I am

Devotedly yours, —---

Abbot

Je/ev
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SPRING 1977 JERUSALEM PROGRAM
August 9, 1977
SELF BEVALUATION: FRAN HOEFGEN, OSB

Regarding a self-evaluation of one's spiritual progriss it seems im-
portant to look at expectations and present realities. First of all
I had ‘great expectations for this semester in Jerusalem though I did
not quite know what I was expecting. My basic approach was one of
openness tc the Spirit and an attempt to accept what the Lord would
show me in JTsrael. Because there are less obligations living here
than at St. John's, I actually found 1t somewhat easier to set aside
time daily for meditation and spiritual reading which focused around
Casgian's Conferenceg and Institutes.

Also around February I started attending the prayer meetings at Ecce
Homo on Tuesday nights and in that context I received spiritual direc—
tion from Francis Martin and thet for me was a turning point. After
that T found my days centered more on Christ in terms of my relations

in the group. Alsc I feel I've made great progress rvegarding a few
spiritual problem areas that I dealt with during my stay here. I an
confident that with my return to the abbey and my spiritual directoxr

I will be able, Cod willing, to continue in a more disciplined spiritual

life that I know 1s essential.

1 do believe that the Lord is working powerfully in my life as well as
seeing the Lord working through me and being willing to accept that
reality. As well as being able to accept that responsibility upon re-
turning to St. John's., Overall this Jerusalem experience has made me
much more comfortable with myself as well as a deeper feeling of the
Spirit in prayer and the peace that is within our reach if we tura to
the Lord with all our heart. As this time is drawing to a close I have
been preparing myself in prayer and discussdon for being prayed over by
“ the charismatic” community in Jerusalem for-a-fuller manifestatlon of- ~-.. .
the Spirit it my life. I began this time dn a powerful way by a week's
rrip to the Sinai, which for me was the most beautiful week in Israel
in many ways. This ds the Ffirst time that I've sotight out such a

PEAVET RpErTentE in -y chardsnat e conmuntty—and-F-do-beldeve-that
Lord will send his Spirit in a deeper way if we but ask and pray for
such a manifestation. I am happy, too, that this will aid me in my
commitment of golemn vows of last summer.
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SPRING 1977 JERUSALEM PROGRAM

Francis Hoefgen, 0.S5.B.

Fran Hoefgen is a guiet, reflective person, but is also ready to
join in fun. Constitutionally incapable of inflicting pain on another,
he seems sometimes puzzled to see that others do not have th; same
gensitivity. His gentleness algo makes it easy for others tec confide

in him.

Respectfully submitted,
Thomas Wahl, 0.8,B.
Jerusalem Program Director

August 25, 1977
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- ST. JOHN'S ABBEY
) COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 66321

Gctober 8,1977

Dear &bbet John,

On behalf of my Mom I am giving you thig gift for the dbbey. She
was with us from Saturdey through Wednesday and I know the stay will help
her very much through the long winter. She will continue to keap you in

her prayers and I know shs would appreciabe your prayers very much,

God Bless,

gﬁm

CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MEMATION USE ONLY
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10 Detober 1977

Dear Brother Fran:

Thenk you for your mote of 3aturday and with vhich you enclosed a check
of $25 from your Mother. I have written her & note to thank her. I
am happy that she was able to spend a few days with you and the communlty.

With & prayer that ‘God bless yon, I am

Devatedly yours,

4bhot

JE/ov
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10 October 1977

Dear Mre.

Yesterday Brother Fran gave me your check of $25 which yor had left
with him as a gift to the Abbey. I am grateful to you for this gifc
and I am happy that you were able to spend a few days hesre. I hope,

that you enjoyed your stay,

I am grateful, also, for your prayers and I assure you of & remembrance
in mine. A

With every good wish, and a prayer that God bless you, I am

Sincerely youts,

John Eidenschink, 0.5.B.
Abbot

JE/ev
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 6321

ANNUAL EVALUATION FROM THE SCHOOL OF DIVINITY
DATE: 18 November 1977

RE: Francis Hoefgen, 0.S.BE.

FROM: Director of Benedictine Priestly Formation

Fran 4s a third-year student in the School of Divinity.
He is in solemn vows and ig applying to receive the
diaconate In the spring of 1878,

Although his academic course "load" ig rather light in
the School of Divinity -=- "Rites of Initiation"” and
"Rites of Reconctliatlon" -- Fran also serves the
mopestic community as socius to the novices. Wearing
Y“two hats" has been a sourcée of some pain for Fran but
he seems to be dealing with it realistically and using
it as an opportunity to grow personally and as a

minister.

Fran's participation in monmastic exercises is good.

(Rev.) Andre Brissett, 0.5.B.

AB/ev
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THIRD YEAR THECLOGIAN EVALUATION
Francis Hoefgen, 0.5.B.
Fall Semester, 1977
January 9, 1878

I think Fran underrates himself. It seemed to me last year

in ‘the hospital program he began to discover some of the posi-
tive qualities that he has--tompassion, an ability to fesl
with others, an ability to ideatify comstructively with others’
weakness, ete. I hope this .growth continues, but I have net
been in close enough association with him to know.

I think he relates pretty well with his classmates, both
diocesan and Benedictine, but I don't know 1f he ever gets
Jnto discussing "things that matter' with them. In other
words, I'm not sure how much he uses his own peers to further
his own education. But I do experience him as pleasant to bhe
around, though sometimes guite anxious.

From what I know of him, I believe I can recemmend him posd-—.
tively for diaconate, with the proviso that the reception of
diaconate or even priesthood does mot sipgnal a halt in his
growth. ¥rankly, T believe it would do him well to spend his
deacon internship away from the Abbey, so that he can learn to
deal and cope with problems other than internicene struggles.

Respectfully submitted,
s = (Rar P Michael Havghton 07 STR—
Pirector of Psstoral Fermatlon
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DEACON EVALUATION
Spring Semestexr 1978-~79%

PRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.8.B.

This final evaluation from the School of Theclogy ought to be
read in eonjunction with previous evaluations. The scope of
this present evaluation is &) a summary of both my own per-
ceptions and the evaluations of others of Br. Fran during the
deacon internship and b) other perceptions, directions, etc.,

that I might note.

Fran found preaching a "powerful experience” and aid guite
well at.it. One of the two lay evaluators which filled ocut
the School form said that Fran's sermons were "obvicusly well
researched, good facts, very 'listenable’ and just a touch

of humgr. Not too long." The other person noted that Fran's
homilies are "meaningful, timely, sincere and show evidence

of conscientious preparation.” This particular evaluator also
noted, . . "His delivery is direct with the finesse which is char-
acteristic of the Benedictines.” During his stay in Hastings,
Fran noted that the feedback he got from people was "for the
most part realistic, largely positive in nature. The people
in the community are very receptive and attentive which helped

a great deal."

Fr. Florian commented that Fran would begin his preparation

for ahomily early in the week. He described Fran's prepara-
tion as "theorough.” Fr. Stephen said Fran's sermon delivery
was "excellent." His reading was described as "understandable
with good presence." Fran felt that he did well in teaching,
also. He felt that he was "effective without being authori-
tarian."” The pastor received "many good reports,” and the
associate noted that Fran "is able to start where the students
are and brings them to an understanding of the subject matter.”

Fran was able to relate, as ons evaluator noted, "splendidly”
T ey ith everyoney T Heowas “perceivedas-having a-charmeand -an -eut- - e —
going personality which was able to delight teenagers and chil-
dren. The other lay evaluator noted that Fran related well
with her family -~ eight children and "a seventy year old grand-

Ry EEr - whic ag - ad-weveralstroke st

Evaluators described Fran ag a "very sincere person who conducts
himself in a manner well suited to an individual of his status.®
Fr. Florian said, "He is very well liked and highly respected.
He would be regarded as a community-builder in the best sense
of that term. He is cheerful, hard-working, gives good example."
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FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.S5.B,
Page 2 .

Fr. Stephen ncted that Fran is a "pleasant and sensitive per—,
gonality, (his) conduct withal is good, (his) attitwde gives
direction to all that he does for the good of all.”

Fran also gave convert instruction, and one of the converts
filled out an evaluation. She described Fran as, “"warm,
persondble, very esasy to talk to." She notes, "I worked with
Deacon Fran on a one—-to-one bagis receiving my instruction in
Catholicism through him. He was very helpful and cooperative
in answering my questions and teaching me Catholic doctrine.
T LT E WO A Well Ln the instructitnal field,v

Fran's strengths are described by Fr. Florian as the ability

to impart a "real sense of community...tc others." Fr. Florian
notes that Fran's leadership is such that he can "exert with-
out dominating." Both Frs. Florian and Stephen noted Fran's
active life of faith and his dependence on God.

In reference to the guestion of skills that may need improve-
ment, Fr, Florian says, "Possibly a better willingness to

accept people who do not follow his leadership or suggestions.
He would accept the people but could become less enthusiastic.
Poggibly a better or more comfortable feeling when visiting

the sick. T believe that all his skills and assets will improve
further with experience." PFran notes that he would like his
initial contacts with high sgchoel students to be "smoother” and
feels he needs t6 improve in helping families that have experi-

enced a death.

It seemed evident to me, and is corroborated by the evaluations,
that Fran grew in self-confidence during his stay in Hastings.
One of Pran's goals secemed to be to explore how community could
be developed in 'a parish staff, :and that exploration paid off
in Hastings. The staff there worked well together, and gathered
each morning for prayer along with non-Benedictine staff members.
As an individual, Fran is committed to prayer and sees its rela—
tionship to ministry: "Faithfnlness to prayer will be my number
“tne ‘Goh@erh’ (this  Beméster at St. John's) and I"hénestly feel =~
that will be my biggest help in improving my gqualifications for
ministry because that will allow the Lord to more easily work
through me, wherever I will be.”

Relationships among staff members at Hastings were sugh that
they facilitated the growth of the deacon. There were weekly
staff meetings at which Fran felt comfortable with the exchange
of ldeas regarding "liturgy preparations as well as different

- ways to handle situations.”
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FRANCIS HOEFGEN, O.S5.B.
Page 3

It's my impression that Fran has, during his years of theological
study, matured conslderable. My impression is that he is better
able to gpeak his mind to those in authority, that he has grown
in confidence of himself and his work, and that his relationships
are personally and professionally productive.

I, with Frs. Florian and Stephen and the parishioners of
St. Boniface Church in Hastings, can positively recommend
Fran for ordination. .

Respectfully submitted,
{Rev.) Michael Naughton, 0.85.B.
Director of Pastoral Education
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15 Maxeh 1979

The Rawverend Franeis Hoefgen, 0.8.B.
Saint John's Abbey ‘
Oollegevilie, Minnesotas 36321

Dear Father Fran:

Father Aloysius, Vicar for Abbey Parishes apd Chaplaincies, has spobken
to you sbout an asgignment for the coming yeer. e, Father Prior and
1 have met seversl times both nmar the end of iast yesr and in the
first twe menthe of this yvear. About & wesk sgo I judged that the
time had come ko write eachk of the bishops invelved, awking easch to
approve the recormended changes smeng cur men werking in thelr -
reypactive dioceses, I hewe now heord foom esch of tht bisheps and

80 I em Horewlth esking you to accept the appointment, to be effeative
on July 17 of this year: as pssceiste pagtor mt Sxint Hondiface parish
in Cold Spwénz. I sincevely hope that the sesigtment will be Agreeebls
to you, and I pray that God will coutinue to bless 1ou end your work.

In the Totber to the swxposit! T mentioned that all in the community
freve ave well, I am sure you know thiz end I presume that you ere
dwaps that Patvher Comelius, vho returned from the Bahwmag about two
waphs age after suffering from heart svupcke thave, is nec mabiwg the

progracs he had hoped to make,

With every good wish for tlie vemainder of this Lenteén season, I ém

Devotediy yours,

Abbot

JEfev
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April 11, 1979
B P e

o)

-

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

City & State:

My name:

Francis F,., Boefpen

ADDRESSES OF MY CLOSEST RELATIVES

Name : Mrs.

Address: __

s 4ip Code: |

Telephone Number:
Name :Mr.

Address:

City & State:

, Zip Code:

Telephone Number:

Name : Mrs. |

Address: ___

City & Statre: _

, Zip Code:

Telephone Number:

Name ; Mra, ..
Address: |

City & State:i __
Telephone Number:

Nane: fr.

s Zip Code:

Address:

City & State:

, Zip Code:

Telephone Wumber: _

Name: Mr.

7)

Address:

City & Btate: _

Telephone Number:

Name: . Mrs.

Address:

s Zip Code: _

City & State: __

Telephone Number:

> Zip Code:

osB
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LENTEN INVENTORY FOR 1979

Please list below the more valuable items which have been committed to you
for your use. In additiom, those servimgdniparishéé amd ‘chaplaincies are
asked to mark these items so that they may be clearly distinguished from
items that are the property of the parfsh or the-institution.

The 1ist is to be returned to the Abbot :at.thetendsof Lemt. ON THE REVERSE,
please gilve the names, addresses, and phone mumbers of your closest relatives.
Thank you. Lo e

Those living and working in our missiox in Puerte FKico or in  Japan should give
thelr Inventory and their list of closegt relatives to thedr respective Priors,
though each Prior should send me his own IMVventory and list of relatives.

Two-Piece Set of Luggage
Electric Olympia Typewriter
Guitar

Paddle-ball racquet

Tennis racquet

12 Volume Interpreter's Bible.
Small AM-FM Radio

Lots :ofBooks
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Visuris Salutem in Domino!

Com &xl&cﬁx Nobis in {L‘hrxsm ki S :
FRAN vgm uazmmé_ 5

IAZG DQMHER
o i }m Twm

DALE LAUND;:«RVILLE

Nobis vi pm[es&xmus salemms subdm, in r' e suscepw DTACM%’IUS
ordme iaudabmtm ging vamm necmm, haﬁiﬁm Quaqua ratione de ecma&em Jurata uﬁ‘&‘»hf}ﬂaﬂi}ne intuity |

ingius orthrmnamb in saeris dzm degue subaemn scmtmu §e¥u:1 emm, d;gnum 5@ rs:xhzbuerwt et i s

crum ... EREEBYTERATUS ' _' Ur{hnem pmmm\"eamur No,s-, tanmepm wenmum, ois faeultas

i

gommunionern cum Serje Apﬁkmma h:&beme, ad - 5@@1"1 PS#S}:SYXE&A %33:“3 —— -(," m I

ordinari valeant: atte&tamms msmm] prﬁ&fa‘m; Pmmwemim vclun‘éu%&m é:xi.ld.ln ;]chitx {)rcim;s sliseipi- ’
gndi sponte sc pa!am nolis m&mfestas:w smdm Az p»m:u}a !chtzme perfagmw, pmesu xpaa ».xs:rutns
spxrztuahbus VHORESE, Nes niia :rzegtﬂarmm zmt aho, quao(i $u3mus, 1mpedmanm mras stve communis
Ve mhgmms nostrae par iz«::’ularzs wreixtcsa exsxwtere 5 S : y

In querum ndaem ha& Dxmisscnales L;ttet a8 mzmu N.’ostm subscr;pta& ssgﬁmqu@ “’\Tmtm muni{as’
«expedm msszmus K ' : :

Datum ex Abbatia 8. Joannis Bapt., Collegeville, Minn,,

Die. ALIUSIL L ADINIS.i o

CF )
émwm!ﬁwf@({%,&m Ve fie «f«L/’ ey

Abbas. ;" T
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GEORGE HENRY SPELTZ

By the Prmndence of God -and Fa‘vor of the Apostohc See

BISHOP OF SAINT CLOUD

By this letter we aonounce and testify that our beloved in Christ

PRANGIS HOEFGEN

; was ;o;‘dained, to-ﬁthe _pxdérj‘ of .

PR

_PRESBYTER

nthe’ 227 of . June o 1979 .

at L Bt Ioh'n‘s' Abbey Ch‘urch Collagelee
KT ' : Mznnesota

Given at St. Cloud, Minnssota on this_ 22~ day 'of ]u ne.

in the year of Omf”’Lord BEEE N

/ﬁé’%e 5%\30“’/4/

Pishbp of Saint Cloud
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Francis F. l—ioefgen, Q.8.B.

Monk of $t. John's Abbey

Ordained a Priest

June 22, 1979
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27 July 1979

Dear Mrs,

Thank you for your letter of the 25th and for the domation which you
enclosed in thenkegiving.

It was good to see you and meibers of the family vhen Father Fran was
ordained,

T hope that your health continues to be good apd that the Lowd will
give you many years to enjoy all of your children but especlally
the two priests.

Father Pran bes pgone to his new mssignment snd I am sure he will do
good thare.

With every good wish, and the prayer that‘God bless you and yours,
T am

Sincerely yours,

John Eddenschink, 0.5.B.
Abbot

JE/ev
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Dateline: GULids iUl V LLdax
News release from St John'’s University 61&-8035-809¢

Thom. Wm. Woodward, public information director

FR. FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0SB 168-79
TO CELEBRATE FIRST MASS
6-27-79
FOR RELEASE: Immediate
tw
COLLEGEVILLE, Minn. -- The Rev. Francis Heefgen, 0SB, a native of Mernominee,

Mich., will celebrate his first Mass at Holy Redeeﬁer Church in Menominee omn
Sunday, July 1. Fr. Hoefgen was ordained to the priesthood on Friday, June 22,
by the Most Rev. Ceorge Speltz, bishop of the Diocese of 5t. Cloud.

Fr. Hoefgen, the youngest of 12 children of Mrs. and the late

, attended St. John's Catholic Grade Schocl in Menominee and

galvatorian Semimary in St. Nazianz, Wis. He graduated from St. John's Univer-
slty here with a bachelor of arts degree in 1972 and entered St. John's Abbey
that summer. Fr. Hoefgen professed simple vows in 1973 and professed solemn
yows in 1976; he was ordained deacon in 1978. Fr. Hoefgen received his master
of arts degree in scripture fzom St. John's School of Theology here this year.

In 1975, ¥r. Hoefgen spent a semester at Luthe%b Theological Seminary ta
St. Paul; he spent Spring 1977 in Jerusalem through St. John's program there;
in 1977-78 he assisted the novice master at St. John's Abbey.

Pr. Hoefgen's oldest brothex is a Salvatorian brother at St. Naziamz;
his brother 1s a diocesan priest for the Diocese of Marquette, Mich.,
stationed at Newherry. The entire Hoefgen family attended his ordination here.

Fr., Hoefgen will now serve as assoclate pastor at St. Boniface Parish Im

Cold Spring, Mimn.

- 30 -

T S M N e RETIRIIRIRRI <
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'CERTIFICATE OF FILING
. OF . o ‘
COPY OF CREDENTIALS OF ORDIN‘ATIQN |

 STATE OF WISCONSIN o
‘Office of Clerk of Circuit Court ) ss.
Waukesha Coﬁnl';r. Wilconﬁin '

1, Virginia E. Hunkins ‘ Clerk of the Circuit Court, wlthm and for the
Franc:Ls Hoefgen 0.5, Ras this « day filed

County of Waukesha, in said state, do hereby certify that Rev
in my office a copy of his Credentlals of Ordination .in compliance wnth the reqmrements of Section 245.17

Statutes of-1975 of the State of Wisconsin.
In te&tumo;nv wheraof, | have hereto set my hand and official seal at Waukesha this —30th ____ day of
November 3: . L

Pt} ircuit Court
Waukasha Cbunty, Wisconsin
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Jmn Order of St. Benedict ..
‘Grandmothers find peace in convent

Two widows, who between

them have 21 children, have en-

- tered St. Benedict’s Convent in St
. Joseph, Minn., and have been -
< ducted as novices. in the Benedic-

Zi tine Order.

They are Sister Eiva Hoefgen,
74, mother of 12 childrer, and Sis-
¢ fer Arlene Hynes, 64, mother of

-+ ning children, Both ar¢ grandmoih-

; ers,
+  Before his death in 1971, Hynes’
husband, Emerson, was dn side 10
: former Sen: Eugene McCarthy. He
- taught fromt 1940 to 1950 at St
© Johu's University, Collegaville,
Hoefgen's husband, Henry, was

an auté mechanic in Menominee,
Mich., and died in 1550 when their
12th ¢hild was only 4 month old.
Shé worked for 17 years as a
nurse's aide ‘after hér husband’s
death, The dozen Hoefgen children

Include two priests and a religious: .

brother.

Tn & télephone interview with
The ‘Mianeapolls Star, Arlene
Hymies, who has Spent a month as &
novice, said. she was happy about
her decision th enter the Benedic-
tine Order,

Asked why she had decided to
begome 4 nun, she suid she “had
spent a lifetime trying to llste!) to

mf/s Star

Oct,

17 1950
A

‘the Word of God for me,” and she ™
felt she was deing God's will—~a
feeling she 21so had when she was
married.

8he described- her routine as &
novice as “a very weli-halanced

“life of prayerand work.”

“We aren't given a lot of éirec-
tives, but -we [Hoefpen and. she]
live with four very fine nuns and
olserve them,” she sald.

The community has permitied
Hynes: to continue preparing a
book on biblistherapy, which she
started while working as'a librar-
ian-at St Elizabeth's Hospital in
Washington, D.C., after her hats-
band’s death.

The daily schedule for novices.at

St. Bepedict's includes morning

and, evening prayers, Mass and
glasses on the liturgy, on the rule
of St. Benedict and on what the
vowed life means.

The novitiate is a year's trial pe-
riod after which the novices make
their first promises. Their final

vows will come any time from one-

to thred yéars after that,
- ‘Hynes said she does not wear the

habit of a nun. She and Hoefgen

will be permitted to wear a veil, if
they choose, afier they have made
their first peamises. Each of the

Sster Hoefgen

Sister Hynes

five new novices Wears a Benedic-
tine medal on a cord that was pre-
sented at the reteption céremony

in September.

‘The five were welcomed into the’
Benedictine community at St. Jo-
sep! f—the world's largest—with
Lhe singing of prayers by sevaral
hundred sisters.

“it was a very wonderful experi-
ence,” Hynes recaiied.

Hoefgen's youngest son, Francis,
2 Benedictine priest 4t Cold Spring,
Minn., regularly visits his mother
at. St. Joseph and has fouad her
“jery pleased and happy to be
thera.”

He likes to see the puzzled re-
ection of peaple wken e intro-
duces her, $aying, “This is Sister
Elva, my mother, and [ am ber son,
Father Francis.”

Hoefgen and Hynes are by no
means the first widoews to enter
the Benedictine Order.

Another widow, Sister Lucille
Schramel, 60, formerly of Rich-
mond, Minn., took her final vows
at Bt, Bepedict's July 11. She has
two children and 12 gram}chﬁdren
She is now at St Mary's Convest
in Melrose, Minn., where she ig
helping teach the retarded in Con-
traternity of Chyfstign Doctrine
classes. She also will do some ¢
home nursing.
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Mon., Fob. 2, 1961/ Daily Times, st. Gioud, Minn./ 1€

Times phota by Steve Wolt K .

Cold Spririgy Rotor students needed a place to go after games,
so afew of them teamed up with thelr priest and lumed a
“church into a pizza paror, Fromi lgft are John Thels, Ann Svihel,

Cold Spring kids
find a new hangout

! L
COLD SPRING ~— Hangiqg ot after the "big
game’is an Ameriean tradition. - -
Mitkey Rooney went to the sodashop. The Fonx
goes 1o Arnold's . '
In Cold Spring, they go to ¢church.
It's not shat Cold Spring gouth gre any mire
holy orupright than others. But the only gather-

t. Bonitace Church building.

1 u;g giaw that's open to them alter games is'in the.
oig:
Called the Other Side, the choreh-hurned-pizea.

arlor hae atizacted crowds of up to 400 Cold
pring Rocord Hi%'ié School students after some
schooFevents.- Tt's been so suceesiful, students ex-
ect to continud operating itinext year, X
F ‘The Other Side f:the cfeaﬁon of severs) Rocord
students and St. Boniface assisiant pastor, the
Rev. Fran Hosfgren. . )
Traditionally, Cold Spring tesnsgers crammned
inte the 8idé Cale for their post-game
conversations. .
“But none of the kids would buy much food, just
a glass of pop and they'd it in the booths taking up
room,” expleined Cold Spring Rocori senior John
Thels. Frequently; the eros

" street. ‘ ) _
Sb this $ali the owners of the Side raled thabne
one under 19 would be allowed in the restaurant

-were, braught in and Hoef

- and radé the food.
“flowed out to the -

Alex Jerda. .

after games unless they were with an adult. -
‘That left Rogori students without a hangout.™

Hfi‘l;mt’a vhen Thels and a few of his friends calied
fe!

H wes g alternative o the vestauiaht,

“We had just moved intothe new charch andt'l;e;

old church wagw'l-being used for anything, so we
did it,” Hoefpren said. “The response was

“ineredible” :

The first time the Other Side epeheci aboitt f;ﬂ(}
people showed u&i Since then, crowds have

averaged 200 to. 3

With only & few modifizations, the students
turned the church inte a plzza parlor. Plaza ovens
n griered shout 80
cages of pop and other Tood, Students sindwiched
tables between the olé chureh pews, making whaj
Hoefgren called “intimate Yooths for 20,

Kids broughit vecords for playingover the chureh
sound system, setup gin ~pong and foosball tables

veigren was the only adult
involved in the hangout's ‘tréation.

‘Through the football season and the first part of
the basketball season, the Other Side opened alter
eath of the games.

1 closed regently for remodeling but probsbly

r: about using the 6ld church for s gathers
“ing plave. They called it the Other Bide because

- went out of there-and went right bome.

the Rev. Fran Hosfgran, Kéthy}bir’lgmann, Gary Fischbach and

By MARY [LAHR
Fltaws Raglonsl Editor

will be opes in another month, Hoofgren sid, The
building will have a pew kitchen, new windows, 2
nesw floor, mind & permanent spof forthe Other Side
in the church baleony,

Begides giving Cold Spring kids.a place fo %‘a,
Cold Spring Police Chisl Vince Konz credits the
Other Side with eliminating some rowdiness in
LoWn. B

*Ihad reservations about this thing myzelf
when 1 fivet héard ghout #,” Kepzsaid today. "But
since ['ve seen it o really impraased.”

On Hallawesn, for examble, the Other Sidehad
# tostume party that broke up al midnight. Kenz
admits he and his men were brased for the -
warst, .

"But you knowwhat,” the chief seid *Those kids

u

The Other Side haen't eliminated -all of the

‘earousing in Cold Spring, Heefgren: said, "But i

the kids come 1o the Other 5idé, at least for three
hours:they aren’t drisking.” ’

 Phe Other Side alse has made the church more

of ‘a center of the community, Hoefgren said.
“It’s not ﬁvery town where you cin say you're
going to church after a game,” he said.
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Parable of the talents comes to life in Cold Spring

COLD SPRING — When the people
of St. Boniface parish here agreed to
help Father Fran Hoefgen OSB with
ene of bishomilies they may nothave

- realized they would be working on it
for six months.

Father.. Fran, inspired by the
challenge an eastern Upited States
priest presented to his congregation,

handed an envelope to 43 parishion-- ,

.ers as they entered church for 10:30
a.m. Mass last November 15!

“Would you be willing to help me
with .the sermen this Sunday?"’ he
asked.,

The envelopes, containing varying
amounts of money from 55 to 320
were ‘used to illustrate the Gospel
parable of the taleénts, Father Fran
encotraged the participants to use the
money and their talents to make more
money-for the parish. ’

“One of khe peopie said it was the
first time he ever left church with

more. money than when he came,”

Father Fran recalled.
But this month they returned to

church with considerably more than,

the $400 with. which they left last
November — $2,978 more.

A variety of talents were engaged in
the meantime.

Three parishioners went to Las
Vegas and returned with a “slight in-
crease in funds.’’ Several other
parishioners successfully used the
money in card games.

Cne person entered a bowling
tournament and won the $85 prize.

Another bowler used the money in
his league. For every pin his score
went upduring the six months, he
tossed a doltar into the fund. His
average grew by 40 pins.

A nine-year-old girl bought a latch-
Wnab mie ¥it made it and onld it 1o

2 kA 2 b i S

At fhe conclusion of the parable. of the talents venture, Father Fran Hoefgen describes the creative methods his

e

parishioners used fo increase church funds. He also shows off the plants and eak plant holders that were purehaged from
the investment. He described them as “‘living remninders”’ of the talents thal people used (o heip him with his sermon

her father, He keeps it in his officc as

a reminder to use his talents,

Making craft items and sclling
chances on them was popular. Two
parishioners combined efforts und
money 1o buy a radic/cassette player
and made $256 on chances.

One fellow bought a case of beer
and threw a party selling the beer for
50 cents a bottle. Seventy-five cents
inferest wac earned on a five dollar

jast November. (phota cosrtesy of 5. Bonltace parlsh, Cold Spring}

bank account, over the six-month
pericd.

A gas station owner. invested the
money in hig business and returned a
percentage on every load of gas that
Carnme H, -

One woman made $225 through a
series of prejeets. She first bought
tickets on football boards and won,
She took the winnings and played

rarde and won aeain Rinally  che

bought rubic cubes and sold them
for Christmas gifts,

But one man decided to give of
himself, He took pledegés for each
-~ pound of weight he tould lose in a
two-week period. Fighteen pounds
later the parish was 81,044 richer,

Only four people did nothing.
**{t was a very intercsting com-

munity project,” Father Fran learn-
pd “Pennle eninved 5 7
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CONFIDENTEAL

CUNF TDENTIAL Maveh 23, 1984

Mr, Viacent Konz Ra: Francisg F. Boefgen
Chinf of Police .
418 Main Street

Cold Spring, Hinnesoraz 56320

Dear Chies Konz:

I am writing to yom in referepce to the above named patient of the Saist
Luke Institute, Father Framcis Hoefgen. 4s you may be sars, Pather MHoefgen
wes admitted to the Saint Luke Imstitnte on Mareh 22,11984 and will be
wndergcing a medical and pevchiatric evaluation Mawch 23430, 1984.

1 apalogime first if ¥ did not eonsult you prier to my streong recommendation
te Father Hosfgen his religious superier, ¥ether Jerome Theisen, of St
Jutm's Abbey that he lesve the Btate of MNimmesota for the poychistric evalua-
tion lmmediseely. After our consultarien together, T felr that it would be
in the best interest of Father Boefgea if ths evalugtion begpen immediately se
that 2 proper treatmemt dispesition conld he considered in the immedinte

future.

1

The Saint Luke Imstitute iz 2 properly licessed psychistrie facility which
deals suclusively with clergy and religieous men and woies who heve chemicel
depandency problems me well as other psychological probleams. Frisx to g
_sugpestion eoncerning the proper trestment plan, we always evaluate rather
thoroughly the person over a twe week paricd, The rasulte of that sysluatien
are shered with the patient and the relipglous commmity smd a treatment plan
then fashigped which would meet the individusl needs of that patieat apd

eomenallv. I bhave saclosed informatien esnceaming our diffarent programs for

your reference.

If I mey be of further help to wou or Steams Cownty with referepca to Father
Hoefgen, plesse de wnet hesitate to centact mz. I thank you persenally for
vour help te Father Hoefgen during the rather diffiewnlt time be experienced
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Chief Vincemt Konz e Mereh 22, 1984

this past week in confromting this complex soeial problem. If I may be
of particular help te the Cold Spring Commmity in the future, I hope

you will not hegitate to centact me.

T would also appreciats ir if yeu could inform me ae to the status of
formal charges againast Father Roefpen subsequent te the formal statement

he made to you end the County Police Dificer.

Sincerely yours,

Myt T Ceane W)

{%ev) Mlchael R, Peterson, M I.
Executive Medical Diveoior

amd

Clénical Assistant Professer
Department of Paychiatry

Georgetown Univarsity Medieal School

ec: (1) Reverend Freneis Baefgen
{Z) Bt. Reverend Jerome Thaisen, 0.8.3.
Abbot, Bt. Jolm's Abbey
(3) Rewerend Baniel Ward, 9.8.3.
Attorney at Law,
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SAINT LUKE INSTITUTE

CONFIDENTIAL April s, 1984

[ S
Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0SB >
Abbat " Re: Psychiatric Evaluation of
Saint John's Abbey Reverend Erancis Hoefgen, 0SB

Lollegeville, Minhescta 56321 .
Dear Abbot Jerome:

i thank you for referring Father Francis Hoefgen to me for a psychiatric
evaluation here at the Saint Luke [nstitute. As you are aware, Father
Hoefgen arrived on March 21, 1984 for the rather lengthy evaluation follow-
ing the allegations against him being made public through the Chief of
Police of ColdSpring, Minnesota, Mr. Vince Konz,

As we discussed, the reason for Father Hoefgen coming to the Saint Luke in-
stitute for this evaluation is our c¢onsiderable experience with these kinds

of human problems in clergy. Because there ate $o many complex factors which
are involved in any such allegations, it is my opinion that a tharough

medical, psychiatric and neurologic evaluation should be completed on each
person prior to rendering a psychiatric opinion for the use of the authorities.
Qur process of evaluation here is a rather complete one and includes the
following parts:

{1} Structured interview by a2 mental health professional for evaluation of
drug and aleohol abuse potential

{2) Psychlatric examinations by Dr. Frank Valcour and D¢, Michael Peterson

{3) Phystcal Examination-and Neurclogic Examination: - .

(k) Electrocardiogram {ECG)

{5) Chest X~ray

(6) Electroencephalogram (EEG)

(7) Computarized Tomographic Brain Scan Study {(CT Brain Scan)

(8) Blood and urine laboratory tests including endocrine studies

{9} Neuropsychological testing Including Wechsler Adult fntelligence Scale,
Wechsler Memory Scale, Halstead«Reitan Neuropsychological Battery, and
Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory.

B B

2420 Brooks Drive  Suitland, Marylund 20746-3294 (3013 967.3700

A pureprelic oreanization
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Rt. Rev, Jerome Theisen, 0SB -2~ April 5, 1584

-
A9
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At “the end of the evaluation period, | personally spent time with Father
Hoefgen discussing the different results of the various tests and inter-
views. Any abnormal laboratory or physical findings were discussed and
appropriate referrals to various specialists were made, This letter is a
brief summary of the findings of the evaluation and my recommendations for
his future psychiatric care.

First, it is important to put in perspective the actual allegations against
Father Hoefgen. From my interview and that of our ather psychiatrist, Or.
Frank Valcour, we were both quite convinged, that Father Hoefgen has struggled
with celibacy rather successfully since his ordination to the priesthood

and his assignment to the parish church in Cold Spring, Minnesota five years
ago. The two Tncidents with the 17-year~cld disturbed youngster were iso-
lated events which cccurred over a two day period. The young man was not a
minor according to Minnesota law. Hore importantly, Father Hoefgen realized
immediately the inappropriateness of his actions and discussed it with the’
young man immediately. He further arranged for the young man to leave the
rectory situation the following day and be placed in a more appropriate social
setting. Finally, he discussed it at the time with & support group of clergy
in the area and struggled to put into perspective the two Incidents with his
impartant vow of celibacy as a Roman Catholic priest, There were no other
sexual acting out incldents to my understanding either before or after the
two incidents with this young man in the five yvears since ordination.

Second, we attempt to place such an isolatel incident in a context and to make
sure that either psychiatric problems or drug/alcchol problems did not aggra-
vate the acting out behaviers. In the course of our evaluation and extensive
testing, there was no evidence of drug or alcohol abuse priar to the incident
or during the incident, Further, there is no evidence of psychosis or other
major psychiatric disorder in Father Hoefgen and no history of significant
emotional disturbarce in his family. The extensive neurological and neuro-
psychological testing demonstrated no abnormalities such as brain tumor,
epilepsy or other disorders which would contribute to a pattern of disturbed

acting out behaviors.

Third, the lifestyle and contributions of Father Hoefgen to the Cold Spring
Community over the years have been exemplary. There is fio evidence of hetero-
sexual or homosexual acting out or participation in any subculture activities.
There is further no evidence, in my professional opinion, of any history or
desire for pedophiliac activities (e.g., desire for sexual contact with minors).

In view of these findings, | would make the following recommendations to you
with reference to Father Hoefgen and future treatment for him:

(1) Farher Hoefgen should be allowed to return to the State of Minnesota in
the next two week period for dealing with the legal charges pending
against him; If my appearing in Court would be helpful to the Court, |
would accompany him at your request or that of his legal counsel.
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ft. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 058 3w April.5, 1984

«i‘r}

St e o e x|l 8 Gy omemmakedT = — - Cr Mt e

{2} If the Court is in agreement, | would recommend that Father Hoefgen
return to the State of Maryland following the legal proceedings and
begin a six month outpatient psychotherapy program here at the Saint
Luke Institute.

(3) During that six month period of rehabilitaticn and cutpatient psycho-
therapy, | would send to you on a regular basis and to the Court, if
requested, progress reports until the six months elapse.

e

{4) While in the cutpatlent psychiatric-:-program, | would suggest that
Father Hoefgen reside at Saint Anselm's Abbey in Washington, D.C,
where he can continue with his discernment and spiritual growth program
in parallel with his psychological program.

(5} | would further suggest that Father Hoefgen be allowed to continue in
some part-time ministry in the Archdiocese of Washington while residing
at the Abbey as arranged by you, Prior Leonard Vickers of Saint Anselm's

Abbey and mysalf,

(6) At the end of the six month period, it is my suggestion that Father
Hoefgen return to Saint John's Abbey with me for concrete planning of
his active ministry future in ¢onjunction with the plans you might have
for him as his religiocus superior.

{(7) For the general benefit of the Abbey and for Father Hoefgen himself
plus the family involved in the incident, | would suggest that Father
Hoefgen not be assigned at snytime in the future ta the Cold Spring
area if he returns to any type of parish ministry,

| hope that this psychiatric evaluation will be helpful to you, Abbot Jerome,
in your care of this very fine young monk. A copy of this report has been
sent to Mr, Daniel Eller, attorney for Father Hoafgen. |If you or Mr. Eller
feel that my personal presence at the Time of the hearing would be helpful
at all, | hope you will nmot hesitate to telephone me.

| thank you a&galn for referring Father Hoefgen to the Saint Luke .Institute for.
psychiatric evaluation. If ! may be of further assistance to you, please do
not haesitate to contact me.
Your brother in Christ,

i
l lufm;) R\&k—mﬁm'\_%
(Rev) Michael R. Peterson, M.D.
Executive Medical Director
and

e :;;ogzz;e;tgl;:r Clinical Assistant Professor
925 First Street South . Department of Psychiatry
Georgetown University Medical School

St. Cloud, MN 56301
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SAINT LUKE INSTITUTE

CONEIDENTIAL July 27, 1984
¥
Right Rev, Jerome Theisen, 0SB Re: Rev, Francis Hoefgen, 083
Abbot
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

t

Dear Abbot Jerome:

This is a very brief note concernming the progress of Father Fran Hoefgen.

I saw Fran today and he is indeed begimning to experience the painfulness
af the psychotherapeutic and growth process. 1 see nothing but good coming
from this experience for him.

The living arrangement at S5t. Anselm's Abbey is quite poor. The Abbey
suffers from a lack of warmth among the monks, little concern for each
other and Fran experiences this acutely in his loneliness and in his
introspection. 1 find bhis spiritual progress good and he is turning to
the Lord in a way that is most fmportamt for growth in all spheres of
hig life. .

I told him today that I would like him to comsider writing you and his
spiritual director on a regular basis. It is important thac you have
a glimpse of the patrtern of growth that he is experiencing so that you
will be better prepared to help him with the decigions csmcerming his
vocation and his vocatiomal/ministry placement in the future. I hope
this is acceptable 6o you. His spiritual director is not a member of
Sainr John's Abbey, or I would have ~simply asked him-to correspond with
him.

I look forward to seeing you in mid-August. I hope that this brief letter
finds you in excellent healrth and spirics. I think of you and the Abbey
everyday and pray for your conrinued good work in Christ's Church.

Your brother in Christ,

ST EAL ';_
g e s et S P 1 g e Rev) #ichael R. Peterson, M.D.
FOMR RIETHATON USE GNLY . ;msidenc '

2420 Brooks Drive  Suitlund. Marviand 20746-3294  1301) 457.3700

A nun-prolit seeanization

PRI
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The Reverend Francis F. Hoefgen, 0.5.3.
Saint Anselim's Abbey

4501 South Dakota Avenue, Northeast
Washington, D. C. 20017

& August 1984

Dear Father Fran:

It is apparent that you are dealing with some basic
issues in your life. 1 am happy that you have this
opportunity to delve into your psychic life and come
up with some regoliutions. I am sure it will take &
good deal of time to sort out the various dynamics in
your life. Thank you for your letter and the frankness
with which you spoke about the issues!

Sorry we did not get ta talk on the feast of Saint
Benedict, It was a busy day and 1 konow that you were
cunstrained to spend a good deal of time with your
Mother. I surely enjoyed the lituryy of the day! The
Liturgy Committee and the ministers have developed an
excellent rite of profession, one that moves along
geasily and is surely striking for all of us.’

Qur summer session ended last Priday and now I am
reading term papers and making out grades. It was an
enjoyable seminar on the Rule of Saint Benedict., The
eight students were quite different in background and
as a result brought to the class & good deal of different
experience. I learned much from their comments a&and

obzgervations,

Last week our Chapter wveted to postpone the revamping
of the plaza Dbetween the CGreat Hall and the abbey
church. Only now are we beginning to develop plans
for the hiring of an architect.s It will take months
and maybe a year or so to develop a master plan for
the buildings and grounds of our Campus. We hope to
~-delay -the- plaza-renovatlon antil it is. clearothat what
we have planned is suitableé for the site.

It is dood to visit with Father Michael Peterson from

time to time. He enjoys his stays at the abbey and I
enjoy talking to him about monastic 11Le and about his
work at Saint Luke's Institute.

We have not arranged fer an assistant at Saint Boniface
Parish in Cold Spring. It seems that Father Mel can
handle most of thé work and when he needs help he
calls the Prior for assistance. Father Michael Naughton
is working at the Liturgical Press and is also teaching
in the university. I suspect that he will help Pather
Mel on occasion.

I wish you well in your work! Blessingsg and peace
in the Loxd!

Fraternally,

OSB HOEFGEN 00090



ST. BERNARDINE CLINIC

CONFIDENTIAL August 27, 1984
Mr. Daniel Eller Re: Rev. Francis Hoefgen, OSB

Attorney at Law
525 First Street, South
St. Cloud, Minnesota 56301

Dear Mr. Eller:

I am writing to you in reference to the above-named patient of the St. Bernardine
Clinie, Rev. Francis Hoefgen. As you are aware, Father Hoefgen is a monk of

St. John's Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota. His abbot and religious superior
is- Abbot Jerome Theisen, 08B. T have taken the liberty te send a copy of this
letter to his superior for his own persommel records.

Father Hoefpen arrived on March 21, 1984 to begin a six month treatment program
here, &t the St, Bermardine Clindic. The trestment program basically consisted
of weekly outpatient individual psychotherapy with me, personally.

Prior to beginming individual psychotherspy, Father Hoefgen participated in a
five day Evaluation Program here at the St. Bernardine Climic. The evaluation

includes the following:

1. Structured interview by three members of the professional staff including a
psychiatrist;

2. Physical examination and meuroclogical examination,

3. Electrocardiogram (EKG);

4, Chest ®~ray and sinus/skull x-Tays;

5, Electroencephalogram (EEG);

6. Computérized tomopraphic brain scamstudy «(CI-brain scan);

Neuropsychological testing including a Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale,

Wechsler Memory Scale, Halstead-Reitan Neuropsychological Battery and

Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory;

v IEfrrma L Re T Wil thievarrentresident s of the—Saint—Tuke—Iustitute

Program;
9, Tormal psychologicsl interview with mental status examination by a psychiatrist.

Father Hoefgen has done extremely well in this six month rehabilitation format.

I have watched him bepin to deal with his feelings and his psychosexual development
in a very mature and straightforward way. In the beginning, he found it difficult
to recencile the human emctions and feelings which he has been always experlencing
with both his religious background as well as his previous instance of poor

2420 Brooks Drive—Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294—(301) 967-3700
A nan-profil organization
An alfilinted organization with the Suint Luke Instituie, Tne.
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Mr. Daniel Eller -2 August 27, 1984

Judgement or prudence,

1t is absolutely clear to me, in my professiomal opinion, that Father Hoefgen
has never had 2 pattern of sexual abuse with young people and would therefore
not be considered in any instance in the psychiatric diagnosis of pedophildia.
The two sexual instances which are documented with the same person could best
be deseribed as two wery peedy people who reached out to each other and with
some mutuality om both sides. However, Father Hoefgen has been able to see
what part he played and to deal with the guilt and shame invoived with that
particoular situation., He has demonstrated in a rather straightforward living
situation here in Washington, DC that he ip, indeed, capzble of handling and
dealing with his own emotional impulses and feelings.

Fatber Hoefpen also has experienced a one week Human Sexuvality Workshop with
other priests and gisters. This workshop is belpful in giving people guide-
lines in terms of psychosexual development and a great deal of education in this

area.

It is my decision that Father Hoefgen can return safely to 8t. John's Abbey

in Collegevillé, Minmesota at the end of September, 1984:. I will be coming to
Minnesota with Father Hoefgen o meet with his superiors and other important
persone in his life. He will not be in the Cold Spring, Minnesota area in the
immediate future and will not be dealing in the St. Jolm's Prep School with any

of the teenagers who are from the Cold Spring area. Further, his work will be
dealing with young adults and adults in the context of monastic life ar St. John's
Abbey for the indeterminate future, I have discussed these goals and possible
future assignment for Father Hoefgen with his superior, Abbot Jerome Thelsen.

He is in agreement with his return and his remaining in St. John's Abbey over

the next period of time.

I hope thie lerter is helpful to you and that it contains the information necessary

+o have the lepal implications of his behavior in the past be concluded once and

for all. T would appreciate any feedback you have from the District Attorney or

from hie office in the near future with reference to this letter and the completion
_of the pix menth program as degcxribed previpusly to you. I appreciate your com-
- tinued suppert and help for Father Hoefgen over this time periocd and over this

most difficult situvation. 1If I ever may be of further assistance to you or any

of your clients, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Your brother in Christ,

" W oh ;e'f E Q&«m.. vnd

(Rev,) Michael R. Peterson, M.D.
Executive Medical Director

and

Clinical Assistant Professor
Department of Psychiatry

Georgetown University Medical School

MRP /mz

ce:  Abbot Jerome Theisen, OSE
Rev, Francig Hoefgen, OSB
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Program in Human Sexuolity Suire 180
- 1300 Sourh Second Sireet
Departmant of Family Pracitce and p o
Community Health Minneapolis, MN 55434
Medica! Schoal (542-625-1500
Fux: 612-626-831]

Twin Cities Campus

GOALS FOR SEXUAL PERPETRATOR

Criteria for Completion and Graduation:

Completion and graduation from the Offender Program at PHS are viewed as a
process in which the participant, their family, therapy group, probation
officer or county social worker and the staff of PHS participate. Below are

the criteria for graduation.
patient must complete the following goals:

1. Stop the offending behavior, have total control,. and be able to define
"at risk" situations.

2. Be able to admit to and take vesponsibility for their role in the
inappropriate and appropriate sexual behaviors. -~

3. Arrange for and attend appointments for ali parts of the treatment; i.e.
family thevapy, therapy with P.0,, group, SAR, spouse's group, etc.

4. Participate in the group te the extent that (sYhe shares thoughts,
feelings and new Tearning with the group and respcends to other group
members’ comments and feelings openly.

5. Learn new problem-solving strategies which are not self-defeating, and be
able to appropriately apply these strategies.

ﬁh.;IhoroughWJ_examine_any“sexuaJ;behaViorwthatdhas.cauiﬁd“prob1ems,"idgntiﬁy
-~ +4he-originy and meanings of the problem, and share this insight with the
group and family.

L...Develop w plan to_prevent further offending bebavior by:

A Hdentdfping the patterns which conrtribute o the-offending behavior ---
B. Changing the patterns

C. implementing a program to maintain these changes

8. Experiences empathy and understands how sexual behaviors affect others.

9. Define his/her family roles in present family, family of origin-and
effects of sex offending behavior on his/her various roles.

10. Improve communication with their family by sharing feelings, discussing
conf¥icts, improving listening skills, and understanding the origins of
conflict.
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11.

12.

13,

14.

15.

16.

Acknowledge and accept their fantasies without fear, be able to describe
fantasies, to increase enjoyable Fantasies, and to learn that fantasy
does not cause behavior, but that behavior is based on choice.

Demonstrates an understanding of body messages and is able to share the
meaning of these with others. (This means patient is aware of feeling
pain, psychological needs, sexual needs, non-verbal and verbal
communications (s)be gives to others - to name a few.)

Define his/her sexual needs and be comfortable expressing these needs
appropriately.

Move from passive, helpless, and dependent behavior to more assertiveness
in his/her relationships. '

Demonstrate a more positive attitude and an ability to enjoy all areas of
T4fe--work, friendships, family relationships, and leisure activities.

Understand and integrate his/her sexuality into his/her intellectual,
social, and spiritual self,

Note that a participant will be choosing to leave the program prior to
graduation by these actions:

{a) Not complying with program requirements and goals;
(b) Fees for treatment are not kept current; )
(c) Demonstrates a more appropriate treatment {s indicated.

Copyright 1985

Department of Family Practice and Community Health
Program in Human Sexuality

Medical Schoel

University of Minnesota

S0Goals:md
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA sz6132¢

April 15, 1985

Dedar Abbot Jerome,

It has been two weeks since cur meeting on April Ist and I have spent considerabig
time in reflection and discussion about my future assignment.. You asked that I
think about the various possibilities and at this time I would 1ike to et you know
what I think and how I feel about the suggestions presented.

My reflections focus on two basie areas regarding St. Augustine's and St. Boniface
in Hastings, these two are a professional ministerial area and secondly the personal
and psychological area of my 1ife. I really want you to be clear about how I feel

gbout this important assignment for me.

First; The professional ministerial aspect of the assignmeni. As you know,I have !
spent a short time at Hastings as a deacon with Fr. Florian and Fr. Steve in the
fall of 1978. In honesty,l admit it was a good experience due in a large part to
the ongoing dialogue with Fr. Steve and our personal sharing on our experiences.
constant concern and suggestions were very helpful and it brought about a close
relatianship between us that continues to this day. He helped me with pre-marriage
counseling as well as convert instructions and other experiences, MWe talked at
Tength also about other struggles in monastic and parish life. His presence was
a great help and consolation to me in my first experience in parish ministry. We
also prayed together each morning with two of our coordimators and Fr. Florian,

as well as our music director. The only one left there 1s Fr. Florian and to be
equally honest,T do not recall him communicating on a personal feeling level that
brought -about personal growth. I did not experience a team approach with him and
his approach to some problems -there was not direct and interpersonal. He supported
me in my ministry of preaching and gave me encouragement,though he never suggested
I assist at Funerals or weddings. Fr. Steve arranged a wedding for me and set up
the instruction for me as well and it was a good experience, I also dealt with

His

- one-death-experience. of-a-child, through Fr._Steve's help._ Fr. Florian's approach

to ministry simply is not as exciting and innovative as Fr. Bob Wieber's, At
this point in my parish education I fee’l that my professional approach is that of
an internship in preparation for being a pastor in the future. I greatly desire

to-enperience-a-working-team-ministry with s _pastor who, is eager to share in decision
making processes and who can teach me new and creative approaches to many situations.
For several years both Fr, Bob and myself -have expressed interest in working together
and how exciting such an experience would be for us to work on a team. It certainly
is the policy of the abbey when someone goes away to get a doctorate that they go

to the best possible school for that education. I feel that when one desires to be

a pastor that I too would 1ike the best possible Jearning situation, one that is

both stimultating and encouraging as well as challenging. If we would 1ike to have
more young monks in parish ministry it seems to make sense to set up situations that
are inviting as well as exciting. This could only encourage - the future prospects.
I would also like to experience a parish that has a lay administrator; this too shows
that Fr. Bob's approach is focused on ministry that attempts to separate it from

the headaches of administration. This is exciting for me on a professional level

and I want to Tearn more gbout this aspect of parish 1ife, how to focus on ministry

and not get bogged down in administration.
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

My second point of personal and psychological growth is crucial to me; this is

an area of my life that I fully realize now cannot be ignored in any way,shape

or form. I have made a grest deal of progess personally in the past difficuit-
year, a year that has helped me to be in touch with my feelings and to understand
how they affect my 1ife. This integration of my feelings has helped to make me
feel more whole as well as much more understanding of myself and others. This

is also a Tife long struggle, because there are not toemany who cowmunicate on a
feeling Tlevel and whare cur feelings can be up front in our life.  When this does
happen it makes for very healthy relationships of growth and depth. This can only
help ones spiritual approach and monastic growth as @ constructive community
meémber. The support and ercouragment of thHig past yedr has helped a great deal

to make me a confident individual who can stand on my own feet while realizing

and accepting my limitations. Primarily what this means for me is that I know

I need to be in a situation where I can dpenly and hanestly communicate on a
daily basis and where this is a mutual experience. 1T need thisi If ] do not have
it in my living situation it is only natural that 1 look for it outside the
community in which I Jive. I don't want to do this and 1 don't feel this would

be healthy. I am grateful to have left Cold Spring; as you know Fr. Mel does not
communicate on a feeling level at all, at Teast not with me. That alsc was not

my experierice while 1iving with Fr. Florian. I have had more personal discussions
with Fr. Bob just from the times I've been with him than I did in the five months
1 1ived with Fr. Flortan. I have nothing against Fr, Florian; that’s just the way
he is and I don't want to be sent tp Hastings with the attitude that I could change
that way of interacting. 5o in terms of my continuing personal growth and
psychological health I desire to be'in a strong and healthy situaticn which 5t.
fugustine's would provide and in which 1 could be a strong contributing member.

As you know, one's psychological health in an ongoing process and-after this past
year I feel I need a good sound situation to continue being the best monk and

priest I can be in parish ministry. .

We have also talked previously that I desire to maintain my strong relationship
to the community at homej this too is important to me. There is also the factor

Ehatmy matRer, RAVIDY Erofested her sEYVein Vows Yast stummer, ISTANSE Thnged T

of my encouragemnt. [ do feel my responsibility on behalf of the family and 1
know this is fmportant for her. As mentioned above, whether one is 34 or 79, their
nsychological health must be considered. 5She is becoming more accustomed %o

community 1ife and L encourage.her wherever posEible, But Ay prosximity 15 Tmporiant
at this time.

8e assured that these feelings and thoughts have not come about in a vacuum but
after consultation with my spiritual director and a numbey of important people

in my 1ife. This is also after considerable prayer and reflection. As mentioned
at the beginning of this -letter, I wanted you to know how I feel and what I think,
T trust you will consider this in your decisions and reflections.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and for your support and help during
this past year and before.

Sincerely in the Spirit of Benedict, ‘ CONFIDENTIAL

FOR MERIATION USE ONLY
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Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

13 incd 1237
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May 30, 1958

Abbot Jesome,

On May 24th gou raised some important {ssues hegarding my request Xo go Zo Yugoslavia,

T would £ihe to Acke some time to nespond to the issues raised. T also desire Zo Let

you fnow how The deeision came aboud for me.,

Finst of all, reganding your concern that priests ane noit pemmitied to go on pllgrimage
by the Locaf, Bishop., On September 16th, 1987 the Yugosfay Bishops' Conference Lssued

‘o Dinective on Hedsugonie, a copy of the directive 46 attuched, Reganding the avfe of
priesis, it states An panagraph #2 ihat sathen than "abanding ithe jalthful to themselves. ..
b As necessary for prilests Lo assist those pifgrims spinitugbly, &0 as fo be ui Lhein
sehuiee fon confessdons. . .and providing Holy Mass in thedi own Languages." It alse
stutes dn pardghaph #5 £& 44 not propen ko sbsak dbul the wedsages of Mediugorje from
Zhe. wlian, non is 4t proper 4. attack those events, in the name of God and of Lhe Chuieh,
a4. .. diabolical.” Tn paragraph #6 it adwtes that Vhecondingly, 1 madnteln that the
folthiul may {neely make pilghinages. Endividuatly o in privately vhganized pilgnimages,
whish are not ofjicially organized by Lhe Chunch, £f.e., by Bishops, pdsbonst oh simdlion
" Chuneh Anstitutions.” 1t gues on in panagraph #7 that "Priests may meke pilgrimages Lo.
Medjugonge 44 they go there not as onganisens of pllgrimages, but nathen forn the sake

of spinitual assidtance io the feithéul, agaim with the fimm decision that they wifl obey
the final fudgement of the Church.”

T do have this "{imm decision' not to speak about the messages of Medjugorje grom Lhe
altan, and 1 will mot speak about it 1o other groups on in any pubbic forum. T will also
abey the ginal judgement of the Chuich.

Secondly, T spoke ar Length with my spinitust director Sisden Jeremy Hell about this
matten and we prayed about £t for  a month's time. She has not discouwrgged me and- An
et supports my decdsion o make this nequest. My confesson, Father Richarnd Rice, S.J.
of the La-gamsmamm:zwmm abso supports my deedsion. - Father Kevin Seasoliz

& 1 have wlse discussed this possibilily and he befieves 1 shoikd go s wetl. Tathen
Kilion MeDannelt sees ne reaion theokogioally on personably fon noi gaing, Ln fact he
intended o go at one podwt but did noi have enough time on a particular rip. fle also
pointed out that in tenms -of the "officdal investigations" that no siwtements are evek
made until the "so-cakfed" appraritions are. ai Least sald 2o have ceased.’ He atav
pointed out that some conservetive theologians of Fadima & Loundes feels these have
some vabidity., lasily, T abso talhed about this possdblility with Father FLorian and

he {eels that &f 1 want Zo go that he has no objections. and feels 1 should go if I have
the oppontunity. 1 mentioned these people for the sole purpose of Letting you hnow
Lhict this ih_not e winsledl decision ok a request made in haste. 1 wanted o check

At out with people who are veny Aigénificant Zo me and why have fnokn me fer a Ling
time. 1 also wanted 1o discussd this with them before comifg Lo you with This request.

13O sy ke & ORame Lo GOt sl howt - having—topublietze-whete-T-un
godng. Vacations ane a persomed matier in the parlsh., 1 wlso have no Lntent Lo spread
it wwound the monastery. 1 sincerely desire fo make this pilgrimage for my own
spinitual benefit and to deepen my relationship with my God. T thusl gou wilf believe
me, and twst that T will abide by the directives stated. above in This Leiten and given

by the Yugostave Bishops' Conference.
Obviousty Zhis is impontant to me.and T hope and pray you wild seriousty re-copsiden
my request in Light of what 1 have wriiiien in this Lettenr.

Thank You foh Listening to me Today.
With pragens,.

Ol
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June 1, 1588

Dear Abbot Jsrome,

I read the article you placed in my bex on Medjugorie. You know as well as
anyone else that there are many articles on both sides of the issue. But
“for me, the vaiidity is not the fssue and I wish to make that clear. Let

me try to be more precise.

As you know, that past nine years of my priesthood has been no picnic. There
have been good times but a great number of painful experiences. T accept
responsibility for the areas where 1 have failed and brought hardship to you
personally and 1 too thank God for the outcome that has resulted. ‘As you
recall I did accept your decision to go to Hastings three-years ago. The

first two years were good, I never felt Nathan would ‘work out but no one asked
my opinion. I tried to make the most of it, to no avaii. Now I try to
reconcile two parishes in an extremely painfu) situtaion that will not be
resolved for years to come. I strive to hand this over to the Lord daily and
try to Tive in peace myself. There is much more about Nathan that I have kept
+o0 myself and have tried to resolve with disconcerted parishioners who "have
never meet a priest like him." I mention this because his behavior has caused
me a lot of pain and anger this past year. HNathan might &s well have been
Tiving somewhere else for that matter.

Alsp this past year I have never felt so unappreciated as a priest. The reascn
for this was that many Guardian Angels Parishioners felt "the Benedictines”
took over their parish. It has been di¥ficult to "celebrate" the Eucharist

in this setting. Yes things are getting better but it is a siow process.

Goeffrey will help greatly.

As for me, I would like to get away to be rejuvénated with an extended time
of prayer to-ask for healing and conversion armd letting go of this past year.
Florian takes two weeks in the summer and -then another 8 days with family

in Arizona during the winter. If that's what he needs, fine., This June’l
am spending. five days with family as I will preach 3 weekend Masses for my
brother's 25 anniversary of ordination. For me that will not be a vacation.

T will be taking my Mother there and driving her. back here as well.

T desire %0 go the Medjugorje because T feel §4 is a good way to spend 12

days of my vacation for myself and to "get away from it all @nd be with the~
Lord in prayer and scripture. I don't feel it is to much to ask after S years
of priesthoed and service to this-community. I know it has not been . roses

g

for-you-but—I-a150-strived-to—do-my—best—in-my-ministry-and—to-be—a-person-of
praver. How often do individuals ask to spend their entire vacation on retreat
and prayer? 1 wish you would forego “the validity" of Medjugorje and simply
let me go to a place of prayer.and peace. I know you are very skepiical of
this place but I hope you will alTow me to go as a quiet pilgrim who wants.to
spend 12 days focusing on my relationship with God. in prayer and lexcio. I
feel 1 need to get away and others have recognized that need and support my
request. As the-retreat Master stated, "Even our Lord changed his mind." I
know you originally granted permission for me to go and I only ask ‘that you
re-instate that permission. 1 obviously still want to go and I pray that

you will grant this request. peace,
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MINMECOTA S FIRST NEWEPAPER

Twms Minnesota fans enjoying season-long love affair

OUT FRONT

By Thomas B. Kastling \_/"

sml vm

iy -sléps Up to the pulpit
o m’e a remfy mk;preiemncs to
the] aihx we snconnter in life.

is.

“Wa wed 16 sﬁck with cur Zaith just a3 we need lo
stick with “owr team,” Heefgen said Wednesdsy,
rnents after Iuying tickets 10 see his beloved Mir
rizsola Twins. "Aod just as wae supporl our team, we
supgiort earh siher”

Basehall snslogies help. e Benedictie priest frony
‘Hastings: bripg nigh' moral Jessns down to everyay

Me. '!'hey hdp im :pread bis.ressage to peapm otall

bnd ok ys they help him gel free tickets from
parisnloners.

The Twins have drawn
more fans than any other
club in the league.

it fhem fo ding, b:
name Lz b said mth 3 Broad ;nn "L gnen got Wcsrld

That kind of sbory bmgs smites to thie faces of

| Twins officials — 2385477 smley and eounling, fo be

spact, 'ms gear, wore than :my olbey by the dlub's

Twing and aps have en

joyed ) mm}mg vt affalt, sod thit passivn has
transtated talo-hoge vrowds at the Mabrodome:

Toight, 4z the Twins begin {hy final mobth of the

year-and theit Iogest cemaining homestand of the

‘senyon, bey are averagivy 30,081 fans per gewe. They
Buve dtawn moto han any other chib in the'Amesisan
and oged lo a\e:ﬂgc andy %#94 Tang for: w&z
of Lhe 17 cemuining howe ghnes 16 break the b
A:‘eggrd of 1, 3!37 386, sel by e Califorvia y\ngeh in

e drindling. hopes fov a divisions) Hte; ad-
vanece tickel saley already have vidlually gunrantesd
treaking (hat mark.

In additfon, ¥ the Twies avernge 87,325 fans for

irelt remainE ¢ zans; (hiey will bacome oty the
arte yae TWINS/SA
pu—
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Bnued ot Page 1A
Tourth elub in mafor icagen hasabaﬂ o break the
williea mark for senson altendan

The Los Jes. Dedgers hrc atcomplxshm‘l t!m
1eat six Hmes since 1850, and the Bt Lows O
and New York Mels both made u Iast yaar. Al\bougb
those zecomplishments should not be downpluged, the
Ms,eks. Dodgess and Mels 20 play In huge markets

the fervent oyalty of Cardinals fans s legendary.
hieh ldayes one quastion: Why tie Twing?

Some of the afiswers are sbvious some more subtle.
Bt all point b the eoitvergeties of thrpe factors thit
-~ whather or coinpidental — have conated 3
baseball by

 The World &crm vietory 1ast year.

It & viztually impossible 14 wdwﬁmnlu fheime
portance of the Twins mprovement vo the field, site

y becaose auy effort to creaiy communit excite

x';um; Wi Kal'( apart ¥ the feam's perforniaice
dida’t backit

At fat pertannme translates into fre adoertis.
ing 480 TeyEnne, Accorditg 1o Matt Yoy, Twins ditec:

tor ofi nm'el ogerations, the cled bag

< motion to lure sumé 35

e leity oul-ob the bulipen, people will see it azaxign

/ﬂaal we are commitied (o keeping: a. good product

Even {hough we're second tris year, they realipe we're-
playing beflel baseball.”

wihe husiness aod markeling tonls Instituted By
svger (ard Poblad.

Ynder the ownership of Calvin Griffith, the Twias
esgentinlly just fielded 2 team dnd axpacted yeopl lo
wealch therr, But ader Pollad, the club nses sophilite-
taled marketing technigads more ‘commua fo banks,
they ball cloby.

Twins lech ur\'egs on everything. frow what
2o twas favared to whal music was pepniis belween
inrings. They opeped anes Loll-free number for Htkel
orders Irom anywhere it thecountey, 2ad doubled e
size of their tickat office staff.
clul’s 31 ome datmsi 7% Faveinchided 3
af tw population %’he

préviows ligh was 50 g
The strategy o tbe hrst sreekend of the seanon wat
a tlessle example. The club hald opeulng-day fostive
ties 068 Fridey night, sased lhe championshxp 1;:5
the fallewing

3
almest & gollar: per person on novelties s0ld =t the,

el lmdmne. Dp 25 celts from poorer yea;

yeasy. Counding:
%’ products sold anyshers with the clul's Ighel, the

ranked belind eoly the Mew York Mets“and

Hew Yook Yankees last yéir, and are on the some

pace this gear.

] dan'l ses the pumbers {xkling off,” Roy said, "It
wa make one slgntficiet move ~ tue good pitcher or

for
ronaded oul the weekpnd witl “glave ﬂay" io}r' clitl-
desn, Over 130,000 people attended, crealing a sewse
that ihie Metradpme was theplace to be this summer,
Some ohsdrvers, such as lagldlative alde and well:
Kwowa hmbxll afielonado Julisn Bmpeon, would pre:
1o smaller crowds to tzmdy crown Empstm said
fie's heard tou miny stories that echo tie expatinnee
of 2 friend, who Isil his seal in cisgust alter hearing

fans sibging the Hardware Hank théme song instead
aying a{tention to the game.,
t fur Pohlad's team, suceess is measured in num-

into a bar,” said Twins
Weber “¥¢ you apd Tare
T thuie, the beer probably doasn’ taste
“But i we go across the stregt and s
packed smldenly the beer ssuns {o tadte betler tso”

kThe re-emergence of baseball as the natiomal pas-
time,

Listen to tadis parsoyality Tom Barnard on the
sports zepment of lis KQES-FM evrning show, and
yow'll bear- 2bout the improvement in- the Twins fans’
understanding of Me gorpe. Listen to Twine officials
talk about their competition, and you'll hear that the
North Shers are deing and
socear ix dead. And listen 16 J.Q. Preston, sports com-
mentator o0 ETCA-TV's “Almanac,” and
abotit, baseball still being the bast family entertain-

Vikings ave draary, the

thL all thees sourieqs a{heggmcngy z5;@3'{»“? %e. sme
hin; haseball is hot. teen e top 28 majol|
Teagus gc shifieacaton atendanee records have bees sab
mmz 10695, and Prestan sees 1{ as 2 divect ok to the

pahy-boorns
“I's postalgia, the gmemug of a gaamuun," Faid
bimm WMeyarand McGnLh the'rmnzpuhhcmlatm

Twins/ 72 of 81 home games have included promotions

football redlly caught on and pro basketball was a
faclur We'ze taking our kids to see.what we grew up

wikh

‘-’m’&é‘h i with thie guality of dhe el the niarketiog
And the game Jtedlf, ave 2 few other influences. The
Metrodome, for aif “ity Saaits, i Jarger than e okt
Met Hadine dnd & ooisetés away from Eousands of
downiown Workars. In: addifion, neither tha :lub ngs
{5 Jong- distance fans Yave to worry al

Which teads te the questitn of v ot mhether the B basebal}
fever ean last.

Twins officials are contident it will,

“Peoplé ate making, this a youtine stop for trips,”
said Twms ildwt Taanager Paul Froeble. “Theyre
coming from Tnivd, Wiseonsin and the Dakotag, and
tbg advarie Sales ‘dve. ok biggar- than. the Salic

50 sure.
g kelanswzrea!wnysumr bt thoy were wob ghve
a reason o elieve Lhe rodiet would be beiter™
id Barpard: ... 1 dod Polled has the inter-
estin Keeping the team cnmpehhv; n;t when his goal
avin mamy swn, e fans are going to
s Lt b

od in u:e end 1: might mme down Lo the small
efforts of the who sees the lessons nf
life in the gamie: 3¢ whether the Twins win

Tose,

“It's about trust/d [aith,” he said "You. just
have to believe y're always going to come
through”
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March 14, 1989
Dear Abbot Jerome,

Yes ‘there“has been a:change of plans. Here is what has
happened, Last Monday {March 6) I heard from MAGI TRAVEL
that not enough people had signed up for Rome, hence that
portion of the trip had to be cancelled, They never told
me there was a minimum number that was needed for this,

In fact, all their trips (4) to Rome have been cancelled.
They said they had an option to Medjugorje Only that flew
in & out of Zagreb with Yugoslavian Airlines out of Chicago
They also told me it would be sTightly shortered., The
price would be the same ($1414.00). 1 told them I wanted
to look at the best option for my parishioners & would have
to talk with them. They ware not willing or able to discus
possible changes or extensions. I them pursued Christian
Heritage Tours with Nancy to see if she had room since she
was leaving about the same time. I again called Magi Trave
and told them I was considering a tour that spent 3% days
in Northern Yugoslavia, A1l they did was cut down her tour
and said this was the best option available. In the mean
time I called the group together and told them we had 3
options: 1)canceli alltogether 2)go with shortened trip
3)go with Christian Heritage with slightly different dates
and at Teast see Yugosiavia & Dovrovik, Surprisingly the
cost differential was only $86.00. Since some were borrowi
rmoney and others taking Joans I wanted to offer them the
best option at the best price. MAGI offered full refund
bacause of their changes.. Not surprisingly the group wante
t6 go with Christian Heritage & I felt it was the best offe
Nancy had room and was willing to take us on her tour.

This was fine with Florian & Geoffrey and Florian felt T
should go with it. We had only a few days to decide &

that is what has happened, As you know, Nicholas Doub is
going with Nancy & we'! will be roommates, My two sisters
are a1so going on the new dates of April 14 to April 26,
These are the exact length of the original dates set with
Magi. I hope I have not offended you but as you can see,
our group had only a few days +to decide & hence the
quickness of the decision, T had not planned this out in
advance or anything Tike that, I honestly wanted what was
best and most cost-efféctive far -those-who had committed;
I feTt I was acting responsibly for them and they are very
happy with what has resutled, i.e. 12 days for $1499 rather
than 8 days for $1414, If you have any questions or concer

please et -me—know, T hope—this—answers—your—questions,—

PAX, Fran .. 3
m HoE FGEN
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SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH

520 RAMSEY STREET
HASTINGS, MINNESOTA 55033
Rugust 26, 1989

Abbot, Jerome Theisen, DSB
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Peace Be with you! I am writing to you on behalf of our Twin Cities
Deanery. We would like to invite you to our Deanery Meeting at Saint ”
Boniface Parish in Northeast Minneapolis with Father Mathias & Father
Ryan. This will take place on October 22, 1989 beginning at 3:00 PM
with a social, meeting at 3:30 - 5:00 followed by prayer and dinner.

Our Deanery medt in August and -initially reguested to meet with you

and Father Timothy Backous te voice our concerns about candidacy and
what our expectations are of our young men desiring to enter our
community., 1 realize that there has already been a change in the
position of Timo but I am sure ‘that 1 speak for our deanery that we
would sti11 wish to meet with you and have an "evening with the Abbot."

1 realize that you were unable to attend any of our meetings this
past year so I hope this will be possible for you.

We are planning on having Father Cyprian speak to us at Medina on
November 26th regarding his -trip te China and on April 29th we

hope to have Father Colman speak to us regarding his excellent paper
on “The History of Ministry" that he presented to the community
earlier this year. This meeting will take place at Saint Bernard’s.

Please let me know as soon as possible regarding this date for
you because I want to Tet the other members know so ‘they can plan

their schedules as well for our meeting.

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

Fraternally,

v. Francis F. Hoefgen, 0.5.B.

(612) 437-4254
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Qffice of the Abbot

11 September 1989

The Reverend Francis F. Hoefgen, 0.5.B.
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

520 Ramsey Street .

Hastings, Minnescta 55033

‘Dear Father Fran:

T am Ffinally responding to your letter of 26 August
1988, 1 consulted with Father Thomas Andert about
my presence at an initial meeting with -the ‘team
that ip examrining the prep school this fall. He
thought it dimportant for my being there since I
need to leave for Saint Touls the next day and will
not have an opportunity to visit with +the teanm
during the actual process of visiting the high
school. Thus, I need to decline your dnvitation to
be present at the October 22 deanery meeting.

T would be glad to come at some other time during
the vyear to talk about vocationg or anything else.
Tt occurred to me that 'you might wish to speak with
‘Brother Kelly Ryan about your concerns with regard
to candidacy and vocations.

Thank you for arrarging these deanary meetings and
making them attractive +to -the members of +the

deanery.

Blessings and peace in the Tordl

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jercme Theisen, 0.8.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612z 363-2544
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The School of Theology

Saint John’s University
Collegeville, Minnesota

Congratulates You and offers Prayers of Thanksgiving
During the Anniversary of
Your Tenth Year

Of Ordination to the Priesthood
Presented to

Reverend Francis Hoefgen, O.S.B.

in this Year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and eighty-nine
. by

P\

Revy. Kevin Seasolrz 5B Dr. Daniel Rush Finn
Rector Dean

%m

Rt Rev Jerome Theisen, Q.8 B.
Abbot
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SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH

520 RAMSEY STREET
HASTINGS, MINNESOTA 55033

May 18, 1890

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Peace be with youl! First of ail, I want to let you know that things are
going well here at Saint Elizabeth. We are busy with weddings and end of the
vear celebrations but those are fun. This coming Wednesday the Archbishop

is coming for Confirmation for 117 of our students. It will be nice to have
him for dianer as well. You might have heard that Florian was appointed as
one of the Archbishops Counselors for a 5 year term. 1 think Florian was

pleased to be appointed.

I have been elected President to the Hastings Ministerial Association for
the coming year and I am Tooking forward to that as well. Actually they

are always looking for someone to take the. position but it will be enjoyable
since I was secretary/treasurer a year ago.

Fach month I have an apportunity to visit with Sister Jeremy and that
continues to be a blessing for me. I have also sighed for the Monastic
Institute at the Abbey in Jduly and am greatly Tooking forward to that time
at home as well. It is a slow week here so it works out well. I am also
looking forward to having Thomas here to work with us. I trust it will
work out as well as it “has for Geoffrey. He certainly was well 1iked here
and will be missed as well. That is quite a challenge ahead of him at

Freeport but he certainly will do well.

There is another matter I am requesting permission for at this time. 1 have
discussed this with Florian and he feels it is certainly fine with him and
if it s meaningful and powerful for me then he has no problem with it. There
are a number of parishioners who want to go on retreat with me to Medjugorje

in October of 1990, It 15 a very powerful experience of inner convérsion and
“dedp Heating.  FOT UHOEE who THave gohie from the parish, ™Y hgy deepened theiv T
relationship with the Lord and their awareness of His Loving presence in their
Tives. It has been a quiet and Toving renewal for them and for me, I have
complied with vour previous requests not to preach about it directly but rather

about the message oT ColiVETE O, Teate, Prayver, and fastimg T would T ket~
use my vacation time for this trip from October 2 to October 14th. It is a

good time here at the parish and a parishioner has said they will cover the

$300.00 cost of the trip. Also as you probably know, Nancy Wenner no longer

takes the groups there. Her sister Coleen Rawlings is now in charge and it

is much better. Again I will not make a big event out of this, but a quiet
pilgrimage for those who wish to more deeply surrender their 1ife to the Lord.

I hope you will find it in your heart to grant this permission. It is a

wonderful faith-experience and a very powerful one for me. I Jook forward to

hearing from you on this matter. If you have guestions, Tet me know.

with faith & love,

(612) 437-4254
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

\ Office of the Abbot

21 May 1930

The Reversnd Francis Hoefgen, ©.S.B.
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
520 Ramsey Street

Hastings, Minnesota 55033

Dear Father Francis:

Yes, you may accompany a group of parishioners to
Medjugorje next October. I realize that this trip
is more like a pilgrimage for you and that you gain
much from it spiritually. - Father Kilian McDonnell
was there within the last six months and indicates
that people find the experience very prayerful and
moving. He did not make any judgment about whether
the visions were true or not. I am sure that you
feel somewhat the same about the situation.

In due time you may approach Prior Jonathan about a
replacement. I doubt that two priests could cover
all of the Eucharistic celebraticns that you have

in Hasgtings on a weekend.

Thank vou for your words about the work of Father
Geoffrey. T Xknow +that he will be missed in
Hastings but he has much work to accomplish in

Freeport!

May you receive the Lord's blessings in your life
and ministryl e o i e A et

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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May 24, 1990 ASCENSION THURSDAY

““May the God of peace
. make you perfect in holiness.
May he preserve you whole and entire,
spirit, soul, and body”
1 Thessalonians 5:23

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Last evening Archbishop John Roach was here for dinner and
Confirmation and we had a very enjoyable evening. The topic
turned to Medjugorje and I asked him what he felt and he
said that he "felt very good about it." He also said he cou’
not fmagine the Church making a statement against what is
taking place there. He also stated that everyone he has tall
to about it has.had a very positive experience and that

gach time indiviudals have a deeper experience of peace and
conversion. 1 do feel a desire to return and take some
parishioners with me and I do betieve that it will be a
deeper experénce of conversion and a closer relationship witl
the Lord. Many do not feel a need or a desire to go there,
that is fine. It has been very good for me and 1 do feel

a desive to more completely surrender my life to the Lord in
this pilgrimage. I know I did.this with my vows but I do
feel it s hecoming a more real experience for me and I
deeply appreciate ‘the opportunities 1 have had. If it hedps
me and others here, I don't see how it could be wrong. I was
at the Villa Maria Jast Tuesday fer a day of prayer in.the
hermitage they have there, a cabin in the woods. It was
very good. That's why I was not at -the Abbey this past
Tuesday. I will be there for Memorial Day and the Tuesday
following. I Jook forward to being at the abbey then and
Tearning of your vesponse. I1f you allow me to go, I will
commit Mondays and Fridays of each week to a complete fast
and prayer in preparation for the trip.. In a sense then the
pilgrimage could begin immediately. I know I have been a
burden to the abbey in the past and I regret that very much.
1 hope and pray that this will help e be a stronger member

B LRE Communi £y and give yoU some reifef and not paii.

PEACE, ﬁ;“,_,
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Cne point I would like to ask you.
Do you know if Cyprian is coming back soeon?
He is scheduled to teach this coming semester
and I could stay in my voom in the basement
C1ill moves to the seminary. I wonld
“1like to b€ 'moved out befors Cyprian returns.
Do you knew some dates. about this?

. ‘I.’w.i'll tal_}c_“_*t'o'you 1a‘té:‘r about myftrip'
to Michkigan and taking up ‘the jobs reguested.

With prayers and pratitude, .

Pt

A
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WILL OF
FRANCIS [FrREDERICK HOELAEN

1, A doones, __F . ' : of
LT Ap A 4 County, ynesota, revoke any prior

wiilie and codicils, and make this my will,

ARTICLE ONE
PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND TAXES

1. My personal representative shall pay from the residue of my
estate:

1.1 the expenses of my last illness and funeral, valid debts,
expenses of administering my estate, including pon-probate

assets;

1.2 any estate taxXes except to the extent paid from other
sources, provided that the estate taxes paid by my
personal representative shall be apportioned in accordance
with the dirvections set forth in the General Governing

Provisions,

ARTICLE TWO
SPECIAL GIFTS

2. T make the following special gifts:

2.1 I give all my tangible personal property to Saint John's
" ‘Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota (Order of Saint Benedict).

2.2 1 give to Baint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minneseota, all
interests in property used by me for residential purpeoses
and in all real estate contiguous to or used in connection
with such property, othexr than tangible personal property.

ARTICLE THREE
RESIDUE

3. T give the reside of my estate, consisting of all the property
I can distribute by will and not effectively distributed by the
preceding provisions of this will, except any propsrty over
which I then have a testamentary power of appointment, to Saint
John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota. . o

ARTICLE FOUR .
FIDUCIARY SELECTION

4, The following provisions shall apply to the selection of
fiduciaries:

63
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4.1 My personal representative shall be selected as follows:

4.1.1

4.1.2

I nomina&e the abbot or- admlnistratnr of Saint John's

Abbey as ‘my personal ‘representative.
He shall have the power to nominate an additional or
a successnr'pegsenal representative.

ARTICLE FIVE
FIDUCTARY. PROVISIONS

. " The following shall applvy ‘to my fidudidries:

5.0 ﬁéministrg%iﬁe Bowers. My vpersonal representative, in
addition to all other powers conferred by law that zare not
@incanamstentxwith ﬁhose ﬂanained in thig will, shall have

1o oﬁ ady court:

s 1ﬁua of my
estate in casgh or in Xind or partly dn-edéh, and for
this purpose to determine the value of property
digtributed in.kind;

To settle, cﬁﬁﬁéktf compromise, submit to arbitration
or litigate claims in faver of or agginst mg estate;

To . .make.any  -tax elect'an without reimbursement or
adgustmaﬂt

‘ v ‘%h “foT sucb period ag my persanal
representative deems advxsabla, or to inecorporate
such business and gontinue its opsration in corporate
form whether or not any probable distributee of suzh

Buginess—obiectes-~toisuch retention, continuation or

1nqorggrat1qg in my estate; and

5.2" Administrative Provisions.

5.2.1

5.2.2

Informal Admimzstratman., I requegt that my estate
be administered in as informal & manneft as my
personal representative deems advisable.

Waiver ofﬂBﬂ 1d; "o hand or other 1n&emnzty shall
be required of any personal representative
neminated or appointed by the abbot of Saint John's
hbbey or 'by ne.
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ARTICLE SIX
GENERAL GOVERNING PROVISIONS

6. In aprlying the provisions of this document, the follow;ng
shall govern:

6.1 Definitions.

6.1.1 The abbot of Saint John's Abbay is-the person duly
elected by the monk of Saint John's Abbey and duly
holding the office of abbot at the time of my death
according to the norms of the canon law of the Roman
Catholic Church.

6.1.2 The administrator of Salnt John's Abbey .is the person
. duly sppointed if the cffice of abbot is vacant to
govern Saint John's Abbey at the time of my death.

£.1.3 "rangible personal property" means ‘tangible personal
property ipeluding meney having value in excess of the
face value .but excluding evidences of indebtedness,
documents of title, securities and any property used
in a trade or business.

6.1.4 VEstate taxes" means any estate or other death taxes
that begome due because of my death, including any
interest and penalties but excluding generation-
skilpping taxes. .

6.2 .Rules of Construction.

6.2.1 Governing Law. Except as altered by this will, the
law of Minnesota shall govern the meaning and legal
effect of this will and the administration of my
estate. Except as otherwise provided, all references
to applicable law and Minnesota Statutas are to those
in force on the date of my death and shall incorporate
any amendments and successcr provisions. References
to the Internal Revenue Code are to the Internal )
Revenue Code of 71986, a&as amended. References to
a particular section of the Internal-Revenue.Code.shall—

incorporate any amendments and successor provisions.

€.2.2 <Captions. Captions are for convenience only and ate
not intended to alter any of the provisions of this
instrunent.

6.2.3 Gender. Where appropriate, the masculine includes
the feminine, the singular includes the plural, and
vice versa.

6.2.4 Writingm The regquirement that a person act in

"writing” requires a dated written document signed
by such person.
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€.3 Intentional Omission. I have intentionally limited gifts
to Saint John's Abbey, ca}leggville, Minnesota.

6.4 Estate Paxes.

6.4.1 Except as provided below there 'shall be no’@pportion-
ment of any estate taxes and I waive ofi bghalf of my
estate any right to recover any estate, taxes. from any
recipient, including any z:ﬁcipa.ent Bt pmpe::ty pass;ng
apart fram thls will. .

ve Pays any sstate taxes on
."f’“pmpart‘y, izncluded in my

I have signed this will consistlng “of four pages, this page
included, on 12 M rink 8 G e i

it ﬁt his request
ther, we have

66
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Self-Proved Affidavit

STATE OF MINNESCOTA )

COUNTY OF SEARMS ) =
We, (
FRANCIS F. ADEFBLEN, O8A .
DAVID 7 PETRup SK ¢, DS, and
AAMES A Fhjeens , the

testor and +the witnesses, respectively, whose names are signed to
the attached or foregeing instrument, being First duly sworn, do
hereby declare to the undersigned authority that the testator
signed and executed the instrument as the testator's last will,
that the testator signed it willingly or directed another to sign
it for the testator, that it was executed as a free and voluntary
act for the purposes therein expressed, and that sach of the
witnesses, in the presence and hearing of the testator, signed the
will as witnesses, and that to the best of their Kknowledge the -
testator was at the time 18 or more years of age, of sound mind and
under no constraint or undue influence.

TESTATOR

Witness
Wwitness
Subscribed, sworn to - and acknowledged  before me by
‘ 5
‘-f,ﬁ:\fmmmﬁ: : —E abY5. . the. testator, and subscribed apd  sworn  to
before me by ()fm ULJ 70 Frawshe {358 and
Dk on ¥
QMM@‘? A, (/})}»LHWS , witnesses, this
. ., o , ,
!] i day of d oy . 7 / .
%@w o
Nofary \P . ' DA
. oy MR WARD
e ME&ENS COURTY
Mnission oxpires g
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REINHARDT<: ARDERSON

Attorneys at Law

E-1400 First National Bank Building ' Jeffrey R. Anderson*f
332 Minnegota Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 Mark Reinhardi
Office: §12/227-9990 Fax: 612/297-6543 Mark A, Wendorl

Thomas C. Racetie
Joanne Jirik Muilen
Karen Kugler
Teress K. Feutt
Sara Madsen
Harvey H. Eckan
David 8. Burlescn
October 28’ 1992 Barbara J. Felt

Gavin 8, Witkinson

Father Pran Hoefgen
520 Ramsey Strest
Hastings, Minnesota 55033

Re: John KKK Doe v. Father Francis Hoefgen, The Diocese of St. Cloud, and the Order
of §t. Benedict of the Roman Catholic Church a/k/a St. Johns Abbey

Dear Father Hoefgen:

Enclosed and personally served upon you find the Summons and Complaint regarding the
above-stated matter,

For your information, plaintiff identified as John KKX Doe is

Very rily yours,

DT Yeffrey R Andersan

JRA:Itb

Enc.

ce: Client

{Certilied us Civil Trial Specialist *Also admitted in Wisconsin *Also admilted in Washingion, D.C, ttAlso admitied in Culifornia and Cojorado
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF DAKOTA . SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type; 11
John KKK Doe, SUMMONS
Plaintiff,

Vs.

Father Prancis Hoefgen, The
Diocese of St. Cloud, and
The Order of St. Benedict

of the Roman Catholic Church
a’k/a St. Johns Abbey,

Defendants. Court File No.:

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon Plaintiff’s attorney an
Answer to the Complaint which is herewith served upon you within twenty (20) days after
service of this Summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service.

If you fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief demanded

in the Complaint.

paet: 1O |SE(APX ReENHARDT AND ANDERSON

\

Gy: Jefitel X Adderson, #
e A. Kugler, #220462

Attorneys for Plaintiff

E-1400 First National Bank Bldg.

332 Minnesota Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

(612) 227-9990

16899
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF DAKOTA : SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
" Case Type: 11
John KKX Doe, COMPLAINT
Plaintiff,
Y8.

Father Francis Hoefgen, The
Diocese of St. Cloud, and
The Order of 8t. Benedict

of the Roman Catholic Church
a/k/a St. Johns Abbey,

Defentdants. Court File No.:

Plaintiff, for his cause of action against defendanis alleges that:
PARTTES
1. Plaintiff John KKK Doe isan adult male x"esiden‘t of the State of Minnesota whose
identity is made known to defendants by separate cover letter, Plaintiff John KKK Doe was a
minor at the time of all sexval abuse and sexual exploitation alleged herein.

2. At all times material, defendant Diocese of 8t. Cloud was and continues to be a

‘Minnesota non-profit religious .corpomtion under the Diccese of the Roman Catholic’Chu}éh, |

whose pringipal place of business is located at 214 South Third Avenue, St. Cloud, Minnesota.

3. At all times material, defendant The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman Catholic
Church (hereinafter "Order"), a Roman Catholic religious order of priests, was and continues
to be a non-profit religious organization authorized to conduct business and conducting business

in the State of Minnesota with its principle place of business at St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville,

16895
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Minnesota,

4, At all times material, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen was a Roman Catholic
priest, educated by, ordained in and under the direct supervision, authority, employ and control
of defendant Order. Defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, at all times material, was
contemporaneously under the employ and control of defendant Diocese of St. Cloud serving as
pastor at St. Boniface Church, Cold Spring, Minnesota. On information and belief, defendant
Father Francis Hoefgen is currently serving within the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis
at the Cr;urch of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Hastings, Dakota County, Minnesota.

FACTS

3 Plaintiff John KKK Doe wes raised in a devout Roman Catholic family, was
baptized and confirmed in the Roman Catholic church, and regularly attended mass and received
the sacraments through the Roman Catholic Church. Plaintiff therefore came to know, trust,
revere, obey and admire Catholic priests.

4. In approximately 1982, plaintiff John KKK Doc was hospitalized at St. Cloud
Hospital as 2 Tesult-of a suicicie attempt. Atthis time, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, as a
part of his employment duties, visited patients at St. Cloud Hospital. During the period of the
plaintiff’s hospitalization, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen visited the plaintff approximatety

three times a week to provide him spiritval and emotional cownseling. During the visits,

defendant Father Fxl'ancis Hoefgen wore his vestments. Subsequently, plaintiff was transferred

to North Memorial Hospital, Minneapolis, Minnesota. Defendant Father Francis Hoefgen

continued to visit and counse! the plaintiff at North Memorial Hospital.
S. Following the plaintiff’s release from the hospital, plaintiff returned home to live

with his family. Due to an unworkable living situation, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen

16899
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arranged with the plaintiff’s parents to have the plaintiff live with defendant Father Hoefgen.
Plaintiff’s parents agreed to this living arrangement because they believed Father Hoefgen was
a priest worthy of trust and respect,

8. In approximately 1982, when plaintiff was sixteen years old, he moved in with
Father Francis Hoefgen at the rectory of St. Boniface Church, Cold Spring, Minnesota. During
this. time, Father Hocfgen continued to counsel plaintiff on emotional, spiritual, and sexuality
issues. In the course of providing this counseling, defendant Hoefgen sexually abused and
exploited the minor plainff, John KKK Doe, on at least four occasions. This sexual abuse,
which consisted of fondling and oral sex, occurred at defendant Hoefgen’s residence located at
the rectory of St. Boniface Church.

7. As a direct result of the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation, plaintiff John KKK
Doe has suffered and continues to suffer severe emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-
esteem, humiliation and psychological injuries, was prevented and will continue to be prevented
from performing his -normal daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, has
sustained loss of eaming capacity and has incurred and will continue to incur expenses for
medical and psychological treatment, therapy and counseling.

8. The sexual abuse of plaintiff John KKK Doe and the circumstances under which
it occurred caused plaintiff to develop various coping mechanisms and symptoms of

psychological distress, including great shame, guilt, self-blame, repression and depression.

Because of this psychological distress and the coping mechanisms which resulted, plaintiff John
KKK Do¢ did not know, nor did he have reason to know that his psychological injuries were

caused by the sexual abuse until the summer of 1992, Plaintiff’s action is therefore timely

pursuant to Minn. Stat. §541.073,

16859
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COUNT I: DEFENDANT FATHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN - BATTERY

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, alleges
as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint -as if fully set forth under this count
and further alleges that:

9. Inapproximately 1982, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, inflicted unpermitted,

harmful and offensive sexual contact upon the person of the plaintiff John KKK Doe.

10.  During this time, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen further enticed, encouraged
and instrusted the minor plaintiff to perform sexual acts upon the person of defendant Father

Francis Hoefgen.

11.  As a direct result of defendant’s wrongful and unlawful conduct, plaintiff has

suffered the injunies and damagés described herein.

COUNT 1: DEFENDANT FATHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN -
BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY

Plaintiff, for his second cause of action against defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, alleges
as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count

_ and further alleges that: |

12, By holding himself out as a qualified, licensed Roman Catholic priest and by
undertaking-the-religious-instruction-and-spiritual-and-emotienat-counseling-of-the-plaintiff-John
KKK Doe, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen entered into a fiduciary refationship with the
plaintiff John KKK Doe. Defendant Father Francis ﬁwfgen breached his fiduclary duty to the
plz;intiff by engaging in the negligent and wrongful conduct described herein.

13.  As a direct result of defendant’s breach of his fiduciary duties, plaintiff has

16899
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suffered the injuries and damages described herein.

COUNT II: DEFENDANT FATHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN -
NEGLIGENT COUNSELING

Plaintiff, for his third cause of action against defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, alleges

as follows:

Plaix;niff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count
and further alleges that:

14. By bolding himself out and allowing himself to be held out as a competent,
qualified, moral ang safe priest and counselor of parishioners with emotional problems and by
undertzking to provide the plaintiff with spiritual counseling, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen
assumed a duty to use reasonable care in his conduct to avoid causing harm to the plaintiff. This
duty iﬁcluded, but was not limited to, acting as a compsetent, moral and safe counselor,
identifying and properly responding to the transference and/or ecounter-transference phenomena
as it may occur in the counseling relationship and refraining from engaging any counssles
entrusted to his care in sexual contact.

15.  Defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, while acting within the scope of his anthority
as 2 Roman Catholic priest, negligently breached this duty to the plaintiff by entering into this

__spiritual and emotional counseling relationship with the plaintiff whom defendant Father Francis
Hoefgen knew or should have known was a potentiaj victim of defendant’s sexual exploitation.
I?efen'd:mr}?atﬁerﬁmﬁi’s*ﬁcs@fgan*fmth&rbreached*th&s*duty"‘tO't}re*plaimiff'by”faﬁing"to*idanﬁfy‘w—“w
and/or properly respond to the transference and/or counter-transference phe;'lomcna which
developed within the counseling relationship, by continuing the spiritual and emotional
coﬁnseling relationship with the plaintiff after the first instance of sexual exploitation and by

failing to advise and direct the plaintiff to seek appropriate therapy and counseling.
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16.  As a direct result of defendant Father Francis Hoefgen’s negligent conduct,
* plaintiff has suffered the injuries and damages described herein.
COUNT IY: DEFENDANT DIOCESE OF ST. CLOUD - VICARIOUS LIABILITY
Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Diocese of St. Cloud, alleges as

follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count
and further alleges that:

17.  Atall imes material, Father Francis Hoefgen was employed by defendant Diocese
of St. Cloud, Father Francis Hoefgen was under defendant’s direct supervision and control
when he committed the wrongful and negligent acts described herein. Father Francis Hoefgen
engaged in this conduct while in the course and scope of his employment with defendant Diocese
of St. Cloud and/or accomplished the sexual abuse by virtue of his job-created authority and
therefore, this defendant is liable for the negligent and wrongful conduct of Father Francis
Hoefgen under the law of vicarious liability, including the doctrine of respondeat superior.

COUNT V: DEFENDANT ORDER - VICARIOUS LIABILITY

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Order, alleges as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count
andufu’rt’h ér"“allegcs‘ m;t et e 3 i e St S o e 2 e

18,  Atall times material, Father Francis Hoefgen was employed by defendant Order,

Father Francis Hoefgen was under defendant’s direct supervision and control when he committed
the wrongful and negligent acts described herein. Father Francis Hoefgen engaged in this
conduct while in the course and scope of his employment with defendant Order and/or

accomplished the sexual abuse by virtue of his job~-created authority and therefore, this defendant
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is liable for the negligent and wrongful conduct of Father Francis Hoefgen under the law of
vicarious liability, including the doctrine of respondeat su-perior.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgement against Defendants individually, jointly and
severally in an amount in excess of $50,000 plus costs, disbursements, Teasonable atforneys fees,

interest, ang whatever other relief the Court deems just and equitable.

Dated: O Y o B REINHARDT AND ANDERSON

dren A, Kugler, #220462
Attorneys for Plaintiff
E-1400 First Natl Bank Bldg,
332 Minnesota Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 227-9990

ACKENOWLEDGEMENT
The uridersigned hereby acknowledges that costs, disbursements, and reasonable attomey
and witness fees may be awarded pursuant to Mina. Stat. §549.21, subdivision 2, to the party

against-whom the allegations in this pleading are asserted.

CJellrey X, Apsbrson™
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Office of the Prior
SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321 US.A.

A Statement by Saint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota

A civil lawsuit of sexual abuse has been brought against
Father Fran Hoefgen, Saint John's Abbey and the Diocese of St.
Cloud. Father Hoefgen, assistant pastor at Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Hastings, Minnesota, since 1985, has returned to Saint
John's Abbey in Collegeville.

The lawsuit concerns sexual abuse of an adolescent boy in
1983 in Cold Spring, Minnesota, when Father Hoefgen was
associate pastor of St. Boniface parish there. When the abbot of
Saint John's Abbey learned of the abuse in March, 1984, he
immediately removed Father Hoefgen from the parish assignment.
Father Hoefgen was sent to St. Luke's Institute in Suitland,
Maryland, for evaluation and inpatient treatment. for a period of six
months. After receiving a positive recommendation from the
psychological staff at St. Luke's, Father Hoefgen returned to Saint
John's Abbey in October, 1984, where he remained until his
assignment in July, 1985, in Hastings.

Saint John's Abbey has no knowledge of sexual impropriety
by Father Hoefgen prior to or following the 1983 charges in Cold

Spring.

NOTE Enclosed is a statement by Saint John's Abbey concerning
sexual abuse and exploitation which was issued October 22, 1992.
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STATEMENT TO BE READ AT ALL THE MASSES
AT SAINT BONIFACE PARISH, COLD SPRING, MINNESOTA
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, AND SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1992

During this past week a civil lawsuit of sexual abuse was brought
against Father Fran Hoefgen, St. John's Abbey and the Diocese of
Saint Cloud. Father Fran was asscoclate pastor here at St.
Boniface from July, 127¢% through March 1884.

The lawsuit concerns sexual abuse against a teenager in 1983
while Father Fran lived here. When the abuse was made known to
the abbot of St. John's by authorities in March, 1984, the abbot
immediately removed Father Fran from the parish and had him
underygo inpatient treatment for over six months at St. Luke's
Institute in suitland, Maryland. After receilving a positive
recommendation from the psychological staff of St. Luke's, Pather
Fran returned to St. John's Abbey in October, 1984, where he
resided until his assignment at Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in
Hastings in July, 1985. He has now returned to St. John's abbey.

St. John's has no knowledge of sexual impropriety by Father Fran
prior to or following this 1983 repcort here in Cold Spring.

gt, John's and the Diocese of St. Cloud wish the parishioners of
St. Boniface to know that we may be feeling deeply saddened over
the pain which this abuse has caused the victim and also the
people of Cold Spring. St. John's, the Dipcese and all of us
view sexual abuse and exploitaticn as unguesticnably deplorable.
over the past several years, both St. John's Abbey and the
Diocese have undertaken a number of initiatives to prevent sexual
abuse, to respond to victims, and to intervene immediately when
sexual abuse becomes known. Just as St. John's responded
immediately when the sexual abuse in this' case was made known to
the abbot, S5t. John's and the Diocese continue to pledge the same
_response whenever we become aware of abuse by a priest, religious. . .. _

' or church employee.

In an effort to deal with the anger, pain and loss which people

Ay, Peel din ounr parish, there will be a meeting for paxishieners ..
only on this Monday evening, November 2, at 7:30 p.m. in the
grade school. Prior Jonathan Licari and Father Daniel Ward of
8t. John's Abbey, along with Father Daniel Taufen of the Diocese
and Maxine Barnett-Cermele, advocate for victims of sexual abuse,
will be present to answer questions, respond to concerns, and to
pray with the parish for all those involved in this matter.

Please support one another and pray for God's blessing and peace.

DIJW/ 10-29-92
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STATEMENT TO BE READ AT ALL THE MASSES
AT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, AND SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1992

During this past week a civil lawsuit of sexual abuse was brought
against Father Fran Hoefgen, St. John's Abbey and the Dioccese of
Saint Cloud. Father Fran has returned to St. John's Abbey in

Collegeville,

The lawsuit concerns sexual abuse against a teenager in 1983 when
Father Fran was associate pastor of St. Boniface Parish in Cold
Spring, Minnesota. When the abuse was made known to the abbot of
St. John's by authorities in March, 1984, the abbot immediately
removed Father Fran from the parish and had him undergo inpatient
treatment for over six months at St. Luke's Institute in
Suitland, Maryland. After receiving a positive recommendation
from the psychological staff of St. Luke's, Father Fran returned
to 8t. John's in October, 1984 where he resided until his
assignment here at Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish.

St. John's has no knowledge of sexual impropriety by Father Fran
prior to or following the 1983 report in Cold Spring.

St. John's wishes the parishioners of Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
to know that we feel deeply saddened over the pain which this
abuse has caused the victim and alse the people of Cold Spring
and the pecple here in Hastings. St. Jchn's and all of us view
sexual abuse and exploitation as unguestionably deplorable.
Over the past several years, St. John's Abbey has undertaken a
number of initiatives to prevent sexual abuse, to respond to
victims, and to intervene immediately when sexual abuse becomes
known. Just as St. John's responded immediately in 1984 when the
sexual abuse in this case was made known to the abbot, St. John's
continues to pledge the same responhse whenever we become aware of
abuse by oné of the monks.

In an effort to deal with the anger, pain, and loss which people
may be feeling in our parish, there will be a meeting for
parishioners only on this Tuesday evening, November 3, at 7:00
p.m. in the parish hall. Prior Jonathan Licari and Father Daniel
Ward of St. John's Abbey, along with Pather Kevin McDonagh of the
Archdiocese, will be present to answer guestions, respond to
concerns, and to pray with the parish for all those involved in

this matter.

Please suppeort one another and pray for God's blessing and peace.

DIW/10-29-92
CONFIDENTIAL

PO MEDIATION USE ONLY
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Star Tribune/ Friday/October 30/1892

+3B

Suit alleges priest’s abuse of boy in Cold Spring

By Martha Sawyer Allen
Staff Writer .
A 1aws\ﬂ§; alloging sexual abuse bas
been-filed against another Roman
Cathohr: priest, The Rev, Francis
Hoefaen, amanégwtor of $t, Bliza-
beth, Ann: Sezon Church in Hastings,
has been accused of molesting 2
young mar ‘while he was a pastor in
Cold. Spnng, Minn.

‘The man, who was 16 at the time of
the alieged incidents, is not identifiad
by nawme, His suit accuses Hoefgen
of molésting him o 1982, while
Hoefgen was pastor ‘st St Boniface
Camaliz: Chursh In Cold Spring.

The su.t said that the abuse occurred

shile the boy, who couldn’t Hve with
his famdly at the time, lived with
Hoefzen for'a while. He and Hoef
pen met while the boy ‘was being
treated for attemapted Suicide.

The su¥; filed by St. Faul ey
JeiT Anderson, a specinfist in clergy
sexual abuse, contends that op at
Teast four occasibng Hoefgen fondled
and had oral sex with the boy at the
parish center at the chorch. -

Also named in the suit is the Abbey
of 8t John, Collegevilie, Minn,, be
canse Hoefgen is a4 Benedicting
priest; and the Diccese of St. Cloud,

The suit contends that becanse of the
abuse the young man has suffered

considerable emotional damage, in-
cluding shame, goift, self-blame, re-
pression and depression.

1t asks for the typical «

sayinig that when theabbot lsamed of
1he abusé in 1984, he sent Hoeljen o
2 trestment otnter in Maryland for
m months. “Afer receiving o posi-
from: the psy-

p ry
damages of at least $50,000

Jm‘y Klein, spokesman for the Arch-
dincese of St, Paul and Mi )it

chelogm} staff at St Laoke’s, Father

Hibediren returned to 81, John'e Abbey
in Dotober 1984, the statement said.
He vas issigned to Hestings jn 1985,

said that Hoefsen has been removed
from the staff of the Hastings church.
He has returned to Collegeville, ac-
cording to information from St.
John’s Abbey.

Klein also said, “Prior to yesterday
we were unaware of any allegations
against hirm.”

St John's Abbey released & statement

However, attomey Anderson said
that the yousy jap dido’t tell spy-
one of the abuse yntil this summier.

“If they had knowo about ihe abuse

.in 1984 why didn't they some for-

witr] and hedp the victim?™ he said.
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why are citizens lurming?

illions
o Tty 56 fed up thal pull
f:i;.y‘:m sﬁ\clyafc considerio vn\wg
‘ot ftasy Ferot theean Lsagn:i‘;n :‘- R
et Bilfionaire wiig ACver Wi e 0

By Mariha Sawyer Allen
4 Stalf Writer

A lawsuit alleging sesnal abusc has
4 beene fjl‘:sd against apnther Roman
Catholie gries. The Rev.. Prancis
Hoefen, sysistant paster of S1. Eza-
beth Ao Seton Church is Hastings,
hds been acchsed of molesiing 4
young may while he was 2 pastor in
Cold Sprieg, Mian, :

The toan, who whs 1681 the fimé of
he afleged Mncidems, is not identified
by meme. His sult sccuses Hoofgen
of welesting him in 1982, while
tockeen was pasior 41 St Boniface
Catholic Church in Cold Spring,

4The suit said 1hat the abuse occutred

K !

acts of i

it

Szuit alleges prieét’ §buse of boy in Cold Sprin

while the boy, who couldn't live with
his family at the dimg, Jived wih
Haefgen Tor a while. He and lock
gon meh while the boy was being
Treated for atlempied suicide.

The suit, {iled by St Paul atiormey
Jedl Ancerson, a spectalist in clergy
scxual abusc, contends thai on at
Teast four occasions Hoefgen fondled
and had oral sex with tht boy 2t the
parish cenier at the church,

Also named in the 3ot 15 the Abbay
of 8t Yohn, Collegeville, Minn,, be~
cause Hozfgen. i 3 ‘Bopsdicing
priest, and the Dioeess of St. Cloud.

“The sull contends that because of the
abuse 1be young misn has suTercd

A Ly
iy pusds 4% Hrge, B
ﬁ;?:a’:ic;s sﬁeum just eelebrate at

home.

tgnd shnkors: .
.‘A:-Aﬁamnd B2 DERRE Sourana

considerable cmotiona! damage, in<
aluding shame, puilt, seif-blame, re-
pression and depression.

1 asks for the typical compensatory
charnages of at least $50,000. .

Jerry Klein, spokessan fur the Arch-
dipcese of S1, Paul and Minncapolis, -
satd that Hoefgen has been femoved
from the sialT of the Hastings church.
H¢ has retwrned to Collegeville, ac-
cording lo information {rom 51
Johr's:Abbey.

Kicin also said, "Prior to yoawiday
we were unaware of any allegatrons
against him.”

St John's Abbey released a statement

¥

idn U RNOW
?tg:n.‘ think we're altowad

win 1934 why €idn’'t they

o Go anyihang 1hey

. “These GFoups <08 iterty-

Te probabily was 2 ¥EY gi‘::]:{;‘:& ot said lﬁf‘?ﬂ:&;gm W
"y, But whan coffers & “They're 10 Jyxhins aboul fhe ads.

O

y aras was happy
S A ofihe
i prer e

MeKigney did S8 :
1o pel the mrmxmgf}lﬁfi

S :
“bic aiaAHTHAGon of 8 mdr: serious

g

learned of
{oefRen 10
rylsnd Jor
1% 2 pOsi-
the psy-

saying thul when the abbot
the abuse in 1984, he sent
a treatmient cénler in Ma
six months. “Aller reesivi
tive recomendation fion
chological shaff as 5t Luke's, Faiher
Hoelgen retsrned to S Jolin's Abbey
in October 1984, the statement sajd,
He was assigned 1o Hastings in 1985,

Howiver, dilomey Andirson. said
ihat the young man dida't tcll any-
shoe of the abuse uadl this spmmer.

4

XIT ey had known aboutithe abuse
come for-

ward and help the vieim? e said.

1
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George Pills!
in fatal huntir

A Triend of Rormer staiz Se
{George Pillsbury of Wayzata w
Kilieg Monday when Pillsbury
gun axcidentally fred as the o
men were duck hunting near Ag
by, tdinn,

Grant County avthaiities said o
shopting, wis an aecident. Pill
bury's friend. Chastan N, Foie
son, 46, kicked the shotgun Pl
bitry was holding 3¢ he was wall
ing past Rim 10 gerifio & bedt ¢
Litte Lake, just omtside Ashh
FThe barred of Pillsbury™ gib
parcody papped up and the go
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NOVEMBER 3, 1992

Iwould like 10 begin by reading our Parish Mission Statement....

‘We, of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish,
are striving to respond to the Lord's Call of Discipleship
by nurturing a sense of belonging among parishioners,
and providing opportunities for living out the Gospel.

We are 2 community rooted in our celebration of
WORD AND SACRAMENT
within the Catholic Tradition.
We accept our share in Christ's mission of reconciliation
and compassionate service
to bring about the kingdom in our time.

‘We are grouaded in our baptismal covenant
with the Lord Jesus Christ,
This commitment is manifest in
WORSHIP, EDUCATION, STEWARDSHIP and SERVICE
as we desire to do God's will under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and our patroness,
Elizabeth Anm Seton.

My name is and I am here tonight as a parishioner, not as a staff member.

- Since we've received this news concerning Father Fran, I feel that everything I stand for, we stand

for, all of our moval principles and Christian beliefs. especially the fibers weaving our Catholic

Christian values, are being publicly challenged; the Catholic Church is being scrutinized and we
have o be very careful how we respond to this challenge. We carmot let the press or the hievarchy
of the Catholic Church react to every accusation in the same manmer. Father Fram is residing at Si.

John's now, for his protection, for the good of the Parish, and the Catholic Church, until this matter
is resolved, but I don't believe we can guietly sit by and let z‘hzs o]j%nse thm‘ occurred 1 0 years aga

" remove FHim from our parish ¥ owr lives forever, . T LTI s S

This is not only an emotional and moral issue, it is a justice issue and he is a leader who has
raised pur awareness and enabled us to respond fo many areas of Svcial Injustice. What has hap-

- pened to-him; after so long, is not fair. He and St John's believed that the wmatter was handled
completely and dppropriately in 1984 when it was brought to light. Suddenly, Scripture passages,
my celebration of the Eucharist, and prayer after prayer have come fo life with new wrgency 1o
guide me in what I feel Jesus would do if these past accusations were presented before Him; if He
were physically sitting in church with us tonight. ;

Jesus taught us how 1o pray; "Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
Heaven." The Cross of Christ is signed on our heads at our Baptism, and the intended effect of
Baptism is the growing sign of the reign of God in our lives. Father Fran, by his example, his
preaching, his celebration of the Eucharist, and his courage to enter our pain with compassion,
Jorgiveness, and gentleness, has done nothing but nourish the Kingdom of God within us and show
us how we must spread God's reign by reaching out to others. Someone said that he may not have
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the same effectiveness in his ministry; that there may be some who won't be able to relate to him in
the same wqy because of this new information, but we can't make him responsible for all of the
souls in our parish. No Priest can carry that weight. We have two other wonderful priests here, as

well

"Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” 1o me this sqys
that we are asking God 1o be only as forgiving lo us as we are 10 each other - to Father Fran. Can
we expect more than we give? How could we ever feel we are forgiven and loved unconditionally
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, if this grace isn't open to everyone? God's Love is perfect, and
it is perfect for all of His children - including His Priest's. If not, in my heart, the Sacrament be-
contes invalid. Our commitment of faith in the Sacrament of Reconciliation is at stake. "Deliver us
from evil. " We must believe that God can deliver us, and Father Fran, from the evil that has taken
him from our parvish, We must believe in prayer! If we don't, what do we have 1o nourish Hope?
We end the Our Father with "AMEN" which means "I Believe"! Do we really believe what we
recite in our daily prayers and at Mass each week? If we profess our Faith, we must, also, act our
Faith.
Recall the parable of the Prodigal Son. This is a well-loved, powerful lesson of God's
Perfect Forgiveness and Love for us that 1 have remembered since childhood. Do you think this
parable would have a holy place in Scripture if the Father would have said, "Son, I do forgive you
and I love you, but I'm sorry, you can't come home. It isn't possible."? Yes, we can forgive Father
Fran for the mistake he made 10 years ago, and as his parish family we do still love him, but now
we must also show him that "he can come home again”. If we can’t do this for him, how can we
have confidence that we can ever come home to the Heart of God afier we have sinned and entered
inio the Sacrament of Reconciliation, steeped in repentance? The Word was made Flesh so that we
could understand. What would Jesus do? He would, and does, welcome us back with "open and
out-stretched arms”, not only 1o forgive, but to forget our sinfulness. Again, the strength of the
Sacraments, and our example of living out the Gospel, are being challenged. We must imitate Jesus
by loving each other with His Heart, How can we teach our children the Truth of the Bible and to
love unconditionally if these basic convictions are not upheld by the just morals of a "Living Faith”
- -~in the-Catholic-Church?- Why should they-belicve-in. the- Sacraments-if we. parents-as Sacrament,

can't or won't stand up to public criticism for the sake of Justice. We must show the public, the
other Christian religions, and ourselves that we do have a strong foundation built on the Rock and
Mmzsfm of Jesus Christ

Our Sunday Lwrurgy has been descrzbed as ”the school wkere we leam to model our lzves
after Christ”. We listen to the Word, we commemorate the sacrifice on Calvary and we unite as
"Hamily" when we come forth to the Table to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, but what if there had
never been a Resurrection? What Joy would our celebration hold if the miracle was never com-
pleted? I can only guess that Father Fran must feel like he is deeply united with Christ in re-living
the Pascal Mystery during this time. It is ironic that we had decided weeks ago to use the, Pascal
* candle in our environment during this month. Father Fran's faith and inner peace will sustain him
through his passover from this feeling of death - which we all feel - 1o the resurveciion and resior-

ation of his life and our life as a parish family:
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As we receive the Evucharist we have the power to say "Yes or No” to the miracle of the
resurrection within us. This is comparable to no other powe¥. When we leave Mass, we are the
Body of Christ walling the earth. We can either say, "Yes” to God and let Him Love, Forgive, and
Heal through us, or we can say "No" and stop the growth of His Kingdom. He has given us this
choice. Remember, also, that before we come forward, we proclaim: "Lord, I am not worthy to
receive You, but only say the word and I will be healed." Do we reqlly believe this? There isn't
one of us who is worthy, but God is Pure Love, and it is this Perfect Love that allows Him to do no
less than to forgive, heal and weicome us home lo His Heart. '

I dlso recall the story of Lazarus. Jesus could have intervened in time fo prevent his death,
but He knew that it would have fo be a miracle of the fivst magnitude before they would believe. If
He had cured Lazarus before he died and not let him become putrefied, they may have doubted the
entity of the miracle. Jesus wanted 1o show His Absolute Power and the heights to which God is
Glorified. Perhaps this is why He allowed this action to be taken against Father Fran now, afier
so long a time. In this type of situation we acknowledge our complete vulperability. We know that
the outcome is totally in God's hands but, also, we can not lose heart. Grace is obtained through
grief, which we deeply feel, mixed with unfaltering faith, and it is just that faith, in ourselves as true
Christians, in the leaders of St. John's Abbey, and of our Archdiocese, thal the miracle of Father

Fran being given back the choice of returning 1o our parish could be accomplished. The power 1o
do justice is not human; it comes from God, and His Spirit dwelling in us can lead us to do the
impossible!-

As a friend and co-worker, 1 feel like Christ is, again, harnging on the Cross in the person of
Father Fran, He is suffering isolation, pain, and humiliation not only for his own past sin, but also
for the sins of injustice and lack of compassion on the part of the lawyer who appears to be exploit-
ing this case for money and notoriety. We are the disciples standing at the foot of His Cross. We
have the choice 1o be silent, walk away, and accept to let church procedure take its course, or we

-can raise our voices against the injustice of treating this case as a stereotype of all of the other
cases against Catholic priests. It is clearly not the same. Luke 7:43,45 states, "A good tree does
not bear rotten fruit, nor does a votten tree bear good fruit. A4 good person out of the store of

- —.goodness.in his-heart produces good; _for from.the fullness. of the heart the mouth speaks.” Forall . _
"“of you who have béen touched By Father Fran's homilies' or’ celebration” of the Sacramenis it is™”

impossible to count the number of good fruits and blessings he has produced in aur parish over the
last 8 vears. We can ignore what has happened and blindly go on with our busy lives, or we can

* stop this hypocrisy that is challenging the core of our Faith. - We must enter into the passion-and
take Father Fran down from His Cross - that there may be a vesurrection, that God may be glori-
fied in him and bring him home!

Jesus defied the Law when he healed on the Sabbath allowing an act of Love to win out over

 the Law. We do need laws, policies, and procedures to facilitate and maintain the orderly structure

of our justice system ond our Church, but there are those extenuating circumstances, those excep-

tions 1o the rule, especially in the life of a Christian, when Love jnust outweigh the law, Chggeh

procedure, or whatever il is that stands between God and Justice for His Children. We were #ot
put here to judge each other. We have been created for Love, alone.

OSB HOEFGEN_00137



g

Father Fran has always been great for using visual props in his homilies. Holding this large
stone in plain sight, [ want to close with a verse from St. John; "Jesus straightened up and said to
them, "Let the one among yox who is without sin be the first to cast a stone at him'." Which one

of you could castthis sione?

Thank You.

POEM OF THE MAN-GOD Volume Five Page 62

Jesus says:

"I loved and still love little and weak people — you are an example -- providing they are
willing to love and follow Me, and I turn such "non-entities” imto My favourites, My friends, My
ministers. 1 still hake use ?Z}!ém, and they are a continuos miracle that I work to lead.-otfers
10 believe in BEe, ind not {6 Kl the possibility of miracles. "

OSB HOEFGEN 00138



{
333 Y
A

ST. CHARLES BORROMEC PARISH

ot

TELEPHONE

, .3
5“ thaﬁe;z Forromes

ﬂZ;yAQ/QG )
/g@"@gj@; %éu |
gw%ﬁ;/

/‘ﬂmf /é%&% /mﬂ%%g/"/

%@%MﬁwéwmﬁﬁWWMV ikt |
x’f ﬂﬁ( e,é,m’

977&3{ Mm J&Mm

j///‘;,fzz ?;’7 /73, V;A/;Wi M?@%‘W}% -

C/a &“}?Zéfwm (e, Loge=s = éy&@/
s &m%%@b?% j%kawj
GE M.aév o % @M / W(»ﬁ/ .

w"
(?g o /% /M*M/M&;Zf;& Pl

OSB HOEFGEN_00139

=



g =
qu, pal g ptt Ll oS ik
s [ g e
B ity %MW’%/"”‘”O |
e G 2ntat Sfee
J‘M’*‘/f .e,f!r"& no lx 852

D fpr il 9/25% 4T FES o

| ﬂw/””’”” % ﬁmﬂ/
S %ﬂmw"'ﬁ/ %}M‘é L e

/ﬁ/ WM%—

A /Wf
7/ %‘77%7 g 7
/é : Wé)/ %/7/&{“
7% %ﬁ% /ﬁ”’/’?w s
.,%,.4&(’ Lot . ? - Pon
f w.ﬁé%j‘v 4 g ol o it
o s ot ey
Dot « CHoiaZrntn?
e e S
w»

OSB HOEFGEN_00140



Decenper 31, 1822

The Most Reverend James Garland
Dioccesan Pastorel Office

444 Bouth 4th, P.0. Box BBOD
Marguette, Michigan 49855

Dear Bishop Garland:

Pather of 3t Charles Borremeo Church at

Michigan, recently wrote to de seking if I would allow his brother,
Father Fran Hoefgen, to take his place from about Faebruary 7 to 18,
1292, while he goes to St Louis, Missouri, for his continuning care

recovery progran,

Father Fran recently returned to the abbey Ifrom a parochial
aszignment in Ha&tlngs, anasota, where he was much appreciated
Tor his effective and sengitive pastoral work. About nine years
ago he was involved in an incident of sewual abuse iIn & parish he
wae aggigned o near the abbey. Immediately upon discovering this
+the abbet sent him to &t Luke’s Institote where he apent many
monthe. On his return 1t was advised that he could return to
Pparochial work with no danger to others. This proved to be wise
advice and his time at the Hastings’ parish was a good experience
for him apd Ffor the parishioners., Unfortunetely, the viotim of
nine years ago decided te bring sult several months ago and the
publicity forced us to bring Father Fran bhack to the abbay.

gince the incident nine vears ago there have been no new incidents
and I an guite convinced that FPather Fran is no danger to anyone.
Purthermore, he hag been faithful to spiritual direction and
regularly sees his confeseor. He takes most seriously his
gpiritual 1life and I have svery reason to believe that he would be
no danger and even an asset if You were to sllow him to minister as

& subgtitute for hig brother st

Befors glving my approval for him o go to Michigan in FPebruary T
will awalt your response and approval. Thaok yvou for considering

this request.

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy EKelly, 0.S.B,
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DIOCESE OF MARQUETTE

344 SGUTH FOURTH STREET
PEIST OFRICE BOX 550G
WARQUETTE, MICHIGAN 49855

January 7, 1993

QFFICE OF THE BISHOP
{o06) 425-114]
FAX {B09) 223-0437

Abbet Timothy Kelly, 0.8.B.
S8aint John's Abbey
Gollageville, Minnescta 56321

Dear Abbot Tlmothy:

Thank you for sharing the background and egperience of Fathar Fran
Hoefgan, 0.5.B, You have given me clear assarance of his ability for
parish ministry and the appropriatemess of his sohstituting for his

priest brother at Michigan.

1 am gratefnl for your aseistance and approve hie serving in the
Piocese of Marquette. By thils letter, I hereby grant to Father Fran

Hoefgen, 0.8.B., the faculties of the diocess.

With kindest regards,
Sinecerely yours in Christ,

H

t Beverend James K. Garland
Bishop of Marquetts

JHG: pp
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January 13, 1993
“Deay Abbathimothy,

_You had- asked ms to get back to you within
. a week regarding the job possibilities that rwe
"talked abeut last Wednesday., I worked in the-shop.
© this morning énd dm vigitiag my Mom this afitérmoon’

" .50 I decided to write ysu anmite,

1 sppke with Sister Jeremy yesterday afternoon
and she was ggually excitéd: about the possibilities
you offered to me, I feel-honored 'to be asked
“to take up the position of Guest Master -as well
as!working with persemnel.- I thank you for offerin
~ther te me, It is with gratituide and joy that

-1 wold serwve the vommunity in this way. Since
"1 %ill be helpiwg my byother in February perhaps
March lst would be a good date to begin.. Whatever
-you feel would -be best in That regard,

. o Also’ a word of.gretitude for the letter you

cyrote to -Bishop. Garland, My brother said you had
~written a'glowing leétter' about me. - Thank you

“'. . very mich, I leok forward:te that opportunity

as well . as the time with family din Menominee..

A word gbout Spndey's Blessing ceremohy.
As it turned-out, .J set behind Akbot .John and
. Bishop Spelti, . Bishep George was very kind at
the sign of pesce., . Alsp diring the homily when
Bishop -Jerome. was addressing the rsle of the Abbot
as the Good Shepherd dnd what Ahat implies, T must
wdmit it was. very moviag for me. In fact, T had
* tears:coming down my cheeks in gratitude for
dlreagdy hevinmg had that éxpeyience with you, 1T

oL -adweys cremember the-compaysion you haves -

given te me on my return to the .abbey, it is
good to be home, Thanks againj :

Sean- shared with me the job description
that he had drawn up while 4n the pésitdon of
Guest Mastér. Do you have a copy of i1t? If not
I'11 get you one. '

ommit to the Lord your vway,
{rust inHim and He will act”

., Psafm 375
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A Aawen 't guat head obmd Ahe. Aunieled .
funager and A Missl odouse. by S Snon.
LVE  UYED THRoUGH THE PROBLEMS. . THE
MIGHTMARES . - THE VAT . . . . .
awen. Aoughen. o deal wnth_night movc. A conndt
Jawidd io sugtfang. chond o e Hudk " OF Ahe
doang._Fimma, N pav. atll Aawing. a. Love/hate.
buhle. An oeafng ot Jham
douging., " K _ore okl slnnens. Dby thow b me
Apagncinesss A oomte_ sy, dhene s avg foghuens
S o sinreny. D com oguse_svith_ ou ome_“thad
phufemut, 0 nealing that by adwmitting dnan
didl ahat b s accused o, avonld ameare. the Ao

e Louninit g B Qohis siole.  Budt Hare.
can be mg Mealing o mupeld ond anany. fomid
bty pithont ot Aeast Poaring Fhans sdey
N il ot fend ouk ghond thio mpual
woupse il epttonben of (97 iRen. o Aeand
etk . Jlhey noa disoppeanede fom Lold dpring

ovrnight. Dxche, g padts lusie becane

Shan s e ok o wedding, heception Ga
ﬁam‘w%om 199 |. |

Thow will be mp avnens an his Aauwsio
N con m«-&é el ,ﬁﬁz/i?wd,&m@. There. will
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Institute of Erumenical and Cultural Research
P.0. Box 4222, Collegeville, MM, USGA D6321
T 612/363-3306 FOX: 612/3463-3313
Easter 1993

Dear Abbot Timothy,

Happy Easter! Would you please thank the community on behalf
cf the Ecumenital Imstitute for the privilege and joy of being
invited to join you for Holy Thursday dipner in your refectory?
Please thank them as well for all the Triduum services that were
no  tarefully preparad and 5o  reverently prayed. 1 teach
spirituality with & theplogical faculty of Jesuits in Torpnto and
it did wy seul good to pray  with & monastic  community  of
Benedictines this Holy Week. 1 welcomed the energy with which the
chioir and the choir fdirector led us in songs of praise. 1 loved
vour washing the teet of the nidest and youngest monks. And I
appreciated Father Dunstan’s sensitivity din asking two of us at
the Institute to be ministers of the cup.

In particuiar, I was impressad by Father Fran Hosfgen's
graciousness. In mig-March when he wrote us a letter invitipg eash
of us to Hely Thursday dinnery I phoned him to accept and asked i€
T cpuld sit with Godfrey Dieckmann. Sure enough, who turned up that
night to copnect with me but God¥rey! Later on that week, I phoned
Father Fran back to say that I prefer not to eat sugar and alcohol,
and it this was a problem, 1 would decline. He phoned me back to
tell me exactly what on the menu I could avoid without any
gifficulty, 1 was touched that he had taken the trouble o talk
with the cook about my concerns!

Tusagay night of Holy Week I got a phone message that Virgdnia
Barsch, opne of our puns who lives alone in Minnesota, was driving
down for the Triduum. Not knowing het plans, I phoned Father Fran
again to ask if she was on the guest list apd 1f =0, could | sit
with her at the dinner. Wednesday morning he phoned me batk to say
she wag not on the guest list. But then Wednesday atfternoaon he
phoned meg again to ask if I had found out her plans and to let ms
krow he had room in the guest wing 4or her. Wasn 't that something
that he would go out of his way that day when he probably had 2
million other details on his mind? Since I only played back his
phone message Wednesday night, I was so moved that T phoned
Virgipia back -to invite her to stay on rampus and to assure her a
“room Tiddtead of TR mpfel reservation TshE Thad Tmate.  HE &Ven
included her in the dinrner. And there he was at the reception ta
meel both her and me! By the way, Kathleen Norris, who sat with us
at-our—tebler—said—spontaneousty—thalt—tbe—astnosphere~whish-Father
Fran has created in the guest wing iz simply wonderful! I learned
something about the genuinsness and generosity of Benedictine
hospitality in these simpie epxchanges with your guest master.

fs yms ran see, this was a holy week for me, filled with all
these tangible signs of Bod’s personal love. Alleluial

The peace of the risen Christ,
Drepmisie Opilidnrrd Ralfy™
Bopnice Callaban, R.8.C.J.

Cr.4Fran Hoefgen,d.5.8.
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SAINT JOHN’'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

QFFICE OF THE ABBOT

6 April 1993

Ms.

Dear Ms.

First, I must apologize for the long delay in responding
to your letter of February 13, 1993. When it-arrived I
was out of the country and in the meantime have had to
travel to Asia. I have not forgotten you and do hope that
vou will forgive this delay.

Rather than put in writing any responses to your serious
concerns I would like to offer to meet with you if you so
wish. Initially I cannot offer to meet with you and
Father Fran together, but that could be a possibility in
the future. I am deeply sorry that vou are suffering at
this time and I will do what I am able to do to facilitate

healing.

The quickest way of making an appointment to talk these
matters over is to call my secretary at 363-2546. He will
be able to arrange a time suitable for you and for me.
Again, I am sorry this response has taken so long but I am
sincere in hoping that I can be of some help to you in
this situation.

Sincerely in Christ,

tbbot PTimothy Kelly, ©.S.B.

TK/kx

B FAX 612 363-3082

PHONE 612 363-2544
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April 23, 1983 '~

The parish of 5aint Elizabeth Bnn Seton has been a
tremendous part of my healing process, Titeray
flooding me with over 700 cards & letters during
my first fow months after returning to the Abbey,
After over 7 yesrs of ministry in Hastings, I

CUede very thankfiTl for the friends who have enterad

my 1ife a5 a result of that experience. T would
Tike to celebrate a Eucharisi of gratitude, very
deeply Telt, on Supcay May 23rd 3t 2:00 PM. A
simple celebration where 1 cib say Thank You and
8150 to bring to closure my time there. It would
be helpful for them and for me to ensble us bath
to move on with our Tives. Yes, it would be
difficult for me but I feel I am ready to celebrate
the presence of God in our lives together. Having
learned what compassion really means through this
entire experiesce the pain has begun to heal.
Having spoken with my Spiritusl Director, my
Confessor, my therapy group and friends, as wel)
as the pastor, al7 are supportive and feéi this
1s a good time to return after 7 months since
Jeaving the parish. This would be very helpful
for me personally, especially since after nearly
14 years in parish ministry I have never had the
oppartunity to say Good Bye and that feels very
incomplete for me. I deeply hope this will be
possible since to wait Jonger does not seem to
make sense for me, 1 would be very grateful

if this reguest would be honored.

Fran Hoefgen, 0SB

CERFE R T

Fa RAEDA T VSE omey
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FNTHER'S OCCUPATION S

INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

N AME: FRANCIS HOEFCEH
TReligious) {Bapdsmai) (Family)
BIRTH: MENCHINEE MENOMINEE MICHIGAN 8 29 50
City) (County) (Srare) (Month) (Day) (Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT: Francis of Aseisi NAMEDAY: October 4th
PROMISES '
ER P e rervs: _St. John's Abbey MA1/73 ~_Abbot John Eidensechink
(Place) {(Dzes {Before Whom)
y 7011/7 1 -Ei ink
FINAL VOWS OBLATION: St¢. John's Abbey 7111776 Abbot Jehn-Eidenschink
{Plave) (Daz) {Before Whom)

ORDINATION : ST Tpmins WZ"’«”L Ll T 0 S Al e m/“ :}

TPlace) Dz

(Bishop) » v

FATHER'S FULL NAME:

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE!

CONFIDENTIA;

German

FOR MEBM@JW@M USE onLy

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

FATHER'S RELIGION  Roman Catholic DATE OF BIRTH:

HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:... Hizd School

2/1/01

ey~ Deceased == GFRE50 T

(When You Entered Monasizry),

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME:

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE: Menominee, Michigan

French Canddian

MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

5/20/06

MOTHER'S RELIGION:. Roman Gatholic DATE OF BIRTH:

HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION:...seze collese
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LIST CHRONOLOGHICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lasting six months or mare) YOU HAVE
RECEIVED SINCE PROFESSION AND ORDINATION, Give () the rype or netsre of the work, c.g.,
assistanc pastur or plumber or mach zeacher in Prep School, (B) the focsrien, (2) the durarion, (d) 2oy

epecial achrerenonss or items of nute, ¢.g., buife parish hall in y48, or Dunforth graot in 1960.

Moderator St. Johu's University Bowling Team -— School year 1974-1975

Entered School of Divinity -- Fall 1975

Entered Graduste School - St. Jehn's Univessity -- Fall 1575

St. John's Fire Department - 1973 to present

B R TY

Abbey Schola - 1973 to present

Semester of Study at Luther Theolegical Seminary-St. Paul -- Spring 1975

Prior's Secretary - January 1876 = December 1976  Gordan Tavis -~ Friox

In Charge of Sunday Fucharist Broadcastérs - Fall 1976 to present

Semester of Study in Jerusalem -« Spring 1977 GONFIDENTIAL

FOR MEIDNATION USE ONLY

Abbey Mailman - 1973 to present

Socius to Novices - 1977-78 #*Jerome Theisen Novice Masterx

T inistry -of Reader .- -September-2ly 1974~ - Ministry of Acoly

to o Decamber 22,1875

< -"7, ey i
_ﬁ‘uw Lostgg, o 4 » /"::3 W kE g LGty e R A R 2
P o & (4 fx.l_\} A Y IV /’L'(-,!,/ / / J?}//@hmﬁa

VPR
e J*fm \ L?M;e, CFS( ot /['Lu i

/’/S'L": oe f/"g TOR, S EL (2R BETY ;ﬁ L’EL/‘JA///A/W/V“ <,
(/575274 7

(OCEST /78768, ST Tewa't fosap, /775 —
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YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY:

College Student

EDL'(..«fldN | ngﬁéL FRO.\I’ vTCV> M.«;_]OR ~ bﬁ(ﬂiEE D,-\:I'E
ELEMENT:\R\'-SL John The Baptist 1964 ;
SECONDARY  Selvarorian Seminary 6468 | 1968
UNDERGRADUATE: 5t Johr's University 68.72 Phil-Psy B.A. 1972

VTHEOLOG\ T L I AN PR S T

SER 0 gy N E p /}/f’f/ (2/

GRADUATE:

CONFIDENTIAL

POST-DOCTORAL: : ' . g
o SURBEDIETION USE ONLY

OTHER:
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GIVE YOUR PARENTS' PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING.

Mra.

LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIATH. INCLUDE YOURSELF,
For those still living give their preseat address; for those whe have died write “deceased ' Put an asterisk
before those whom you want contacted immediaccly and directly by the Abbey when you dic.

/
m&gﬁ‘”ﬁﬂ%&\.&

v _ _ PO MEDIATION UBE-ORNLY

X///L; 4 (bt i, T dots D s /%% By b Sone 27
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i ABBOT TIMQTH?Z ‘ MAY[QS,;19é3*'Af

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNlTY TO
TAKE ANOTHER RETREAT srwce THE ONE
HERE WILL.BE QUITE BUSY.. FDR ME.

B T wILL TAKE A. ;IRECTED'RETREAW.,:f
. WITH $§STER JﬁREMY HauL, 0SB
wj’FR@M JULY : 5TH: (BESINNING IN THE
o vnwxxal&rzuz JULY QTH {RETURN O
’(:THE Aanzy IN THE. MORNING)*,’; ,
;I WILL *s‘m WI‘I’H J-?zxmm GEE:FFREY
S AT FREE?QRT'EUR}NG THAT TARE

i I waL‘ngrvs 0. SEE JEREMY.

1 am REALLY LOQKING FGRWARD Ta i,
AT AND AGAIN I THANK You FﬂR
- ALLONING M 'TO DO THIS,

’7>E‘AN HOEFGEN; OSB

B f'fj’i@.ilff]UEST MAST%R ‘."i,_:*flgyxﬁ*:” s e s e

PS.1 SPOKE NITH BR@THER LUKE ABOUT FINIAN

‘BEING ASSISTANT SACRISTAN AND LUKE WOULD
BE -PLEASED, 1 WHENEVER YOU HAVE T IME "YOU
=CAN WRITE THE LETTER OF APPOINTMENT.

“Comeil 1o the ort your way,
teust: in Him and. He will agtss -
Pisaim 305
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T

/\ Archbishop John R. Roach

§3@9?i 226 Summit Avenue
Y

October 2, 1943

ti St. Paul, Minnesota
b 55102

Near Archbishop Roach;
Y am writing to ask an additional permission with regard to our confessor
for the sisters et Villa Maria in Frontenac, Father Fran Hoefgen, {58.

V|LLA Each year In June, Villa Maria zponsors two elght day retreats for sisters.
Some lay women have also begun to choose this experience at the recommendation of
MAR)A their spiritual directors. We smploy a staff of from four to fTive excellent
== men and women directors, a liturgist, and one priest whe gives a conference retreat
simultaneously. Toese six or seven persons work together as & team during
the retrest, providing conferences, opportunities for Sacramental Reconciliation,
quality liturgy, and day to day spiritual direction, Those making the retreat
choose the style of retreat they wish o make and the director or directress they
wish to walk with them through the eight days.
Father Fran has served as confessor singe 1985. We have racognized in him
wonderful gifts of discernment, listening, and knowledge of Scripture. Now that
he has returned to the abbey, he iz also doing some coursework to enhance this
hackground. His celebration of Fucharistic Liturgy is prayerful and renswing.
He would be a real asset to our retreat program, ard 1 have asked him to serve on
one of our June retreat teams as director for four or five persons who would
have the opportunity to choese him for direcied retreats. He would also celébrate
ane or two liturgies and serve as general tesm member for planning and coordinating
the eight days. The sisters of the Villa community, who know him very well and
who also make these June retreats, recommended him and are pleased to koow that he
might be among the directors they could select for the coming summer.

Father has discussed this with his prior, with Abbot Timothy, and with
Father Don Tauscher, 08B, who has participated in our program in the past.
your permission for him to serve in this manner, he would like to accept our
invitation to join our retreat team from June 16 through June 24, 1994,

Abbot Timothy has alsc agresd to write a letter of recommendation for Father
Fran should you requive it. Since you have alreagy given Father permission to serve
the Ville in a similar capecity, however, he felt that it might not be necessary.

_He prefers To await your reguest. i et o e
| would be grateful to hear from you as soon as pessible as to

1) Whether Father Fran Moefgen may join us as staff member for the June retreat.

With

2)Whetirer o wiTimeed g Tetter ot recompendat iy Tron-Abbot-Timothy
before confirming this permission.

We need to have our staff for the retreats confirmed by mid October. IF
Father Fran would not be able to serve op a team, I will need to move very guickly
to find another gquality director hefore calendars are filled for those dates.

Thank you very much for giving copsideration to our request.

Sincerely in Christ,

Copies to: Abbot Timothy Kelily, 08B
Sister Miriam Patricia Faricy, OSU, & et Pladhison, .
villa Maria Frioress Si;ter Chabanel Mathison, OSU
F en, 0SB Ler b \ .
gther Fran Hoefgen, 05 Administrative Direciress

,‘(W/f/u"w?a%
Vigte (ke Second Contury” W/ﬁr " e
A Cosidedll,, /ltis

:
Wil kdoitn Cnmtal Fanmtsnso dlnsaosls WONYND MO 8 Gall alga
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October 12, 1983 TR ONPTDTND:

Sigver Chabanel Mathison, 08U
Villa Maria Center
Frontenac, MN 55026-B598

Dear Sister Chabanel,

T am responding to your October 2 letter +to Archbishop Roach in
hiz name and at his reguest., I am happy to extend to Father Fran
Boefgen, OSB, permission to participate in the retrest next June.

gister, I want to raise one imsue of sensitivity, I do so in the
context of real respect for Pather Hoefgen’s gifts in
contribution in ministry, and it is not my wish to perpetuates a
tshame-based" approach to him. During the current sensitivities
in our Archdiocese, however, I want to ask you to be mensitive in
your promoting of the retreat. Your October 2 letter indicates
thet 2 number of lay people will pirticipate dn the gathering.
General promotional material that would be widely distributed,
for axample, in parishes of ‘the Archdiocese (ineluding Hastings)
and which would annowunce Father Hoefgen’s E@articipatinn might
prompt more of the press and public atbtention that nobody wants
to bring back down on bim. I am deliberately being vague in this
regard, put I simply ask you to exercise good Jjudgment in your

promotional materials.
" as to the particular setting, we aiready have assurances from thé =
-~ abbey-in regard to-Father Hoefgen’s -suitabillity for this sort of -
ministry. XNo other recommendation will be necessary. T hope
that it is a rich experience for all inveolved.

it e B YD eam&ym«fyem:&_&nmehm-s ey

Reverend Kevin M. McDonongh
Viecar General ;
Modaerator of the Curia

KMM:3a
cc: Archbishop Reach
Abbot Timothy Kelly, QSB

Sr. Marilam Patricia Faricy, O8U
Fr. Fran Hoefgen, OSB
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Detober 16, 1993

Rev. Xevin McDonough
226 Summit Avenue
5t. Paul, Minnesota
55102-2197

Dear Father McDonough;

Fo
VlL[A Thank you very much both for responding to us
F1M 5o promptly &nd for your caring and prayerful positive
MARM response with regard to Father Fran Hoefgen's participation
e onong of our summer retreal teams. We appreciates the
point of sensitivity you raise, and I think that the
way we promote this retreat will respect that issue.

In our general diocesan and state wide advertising,
we simply list the dates and describe the style of the
retreat, encouraging interested people to call or write
1o us Tor registration materiasls. They then receive
@ brothure listing stafTf members for both retreats so
that they may seleci a director or directress for thase
retreat days. We serve religious in nine states with
these retreats, and those who have been here previpusly
also receive a brochure automstically in January. We
do not do any advertising in newspapers, diocesan bulletins,
parish bulletins, ete. nor do we 1ist staff with genaral
publicity. The reputation of these retreats is sufficient,
and those who come know we have a good staff.

The lay people who have begun to participate are
women who are vecommended to ys by their spiritusal
direchors, therapisis, parish ministers who also know
our program and our reputation, Thsy do not normally come
to us through general adverlising or anhouncements.

We screen carefuylly not only stoff but participants, and
1 saw this opporiunity as & wonderful wesy that Father
Eran might extend the sharing of his gifts with us,

We are grateful-that you and Father!s community agree.

Thank you for your time and concern. Enciosed
nlease find samples of our general publicity and a copy

of-the-type-pf-spesi-fic-brochure sent-to-thuse raguesting
registration materials. - g .

. s Sincerely in Christ,

Copies: Archbishop Rozch -
Abbat Timothy Kelly, 0SB l atrsnf fRcfRrrt canis
Sister Miriam Patricia .y
Father Eyan Hoefgaﬂ, 0SB Sr. Chabanel Mathlson, osy

e ke Sacent Cunny”

Yipa dafie Con, Frontonae, Mindenpi W06 6179 3haLud

epess wn i G0
MMO"‘?W? wt
ko v,

OSB HOEFGEN_00156



MOV=II=53TTOE 470l
&

STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF DAKOTA

FRRCROOTZAERAT T,
npy ?i? }%

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Civil Divisien

mgnit P

DISTRYCT COQURT

o

Jdohn XKK Doesd,
Plaintiff,
Vo

Father Francis Hoefgen, The
Diccess of 8t. Cloud, and
The Order of St. Benedict

File No. C2~92~8300

FINDINGS OF FACY
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
ORDER FOR JUDGMNENT
AND JUDGMENT

of the Roman Catholiec Church
a/k/a St. Johns abbey,

pefendants.

s ——— et s A o o s i o e g o L AR A A St i S

- — - -

The above-entltled matter came before the undersigned onh
November 15, 1593 at the Dakota County Judiclal Canter, Hastings,
Minnesota upon Defendants motion <Tor summary Jjudgment and
plaintiff’s motion to impose sanctions.

Jeffrey R, Anderson, Esg., Thomas C. Racette, Esg. and Karen
Kugler, Esq. appeared for and on behalf of the Plaintiff. BSocott P.
Drawe, Esg. appeared for and on behalf of Defendant Father Francis
Hoefgen. Tohn Quinlivan, Esq. appeared for and on behalf of
Dafendant The Diccese of Bt. Cloud, Joseph M, Stooce, Esg.
appeared for &nd on behalf of the Befendant The Order of 8t.

Benadisk.

Based upon the court files, submissions and arguments of
counsel, and the proceedings herein, THE COURT MAKES THE FPOLLOWING!
FINDINGS OF PACT

1. The Plaintiff John KKK Doe is an adult male resident of

the State of Minnesota., That at the time of the zexual abuse and

. ol this 5&3 L)
T PEREIIER “"“Mm 97 4

NUV Z 3 1993 ; HORER W, SAMES, Dourt Adrinlétsalar

. ;(52 »ba.ﬂr Con .t

iy 51 s
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NOV-30 93 TUE 862 FAK NG 6123331940 .03

[N
-

sexudal exploitation, the plaintilff was a minor seventeen years of
age.

2. Tha Defendantlbiocese of St. Cloud i€ a Hinnesota non-~
profit religious oorporation under the Discese of the Roman

Catholiz ¢hurch,
3. The Defendant The Order of &5t. Banedict of the Roman

cathelic Church (hersinafter Order), a Roman Catholic religious
order of priests, ils & non-profit religious organization authorized
to conduct business and conducting business Iin the B8tate of
Minnesota with its principle place of business at $t. John’s Abbey,
Collegevilie, Mirmesota.

4, That Defandant Pather Francis Hoefgen (hereinafter Fathexr
Fran} is » Roman Cathelic prigst, educated by, ordained in and
under the supervigion, authority, employ and contrel of +the
defendant Qrder. '

5. This action was commenced by Pummpns and Complaint dated
Octoper 28, 1592,

6. In the spring of 1983, the Plaintiff was hospitalized at
st, Lloud Hospital.as a result of a saicide-attempt and troubles -

with hig family situation.
FPrior-to-the-plaintlfE-s-hospitalisattom—ne-had-numeroys———

[ 4as 4

confrontations with his perents. The plaintifi had thoughts of
auicids on a weekly basis when he was seventeen years old. At one

point he took a bunch of aspirih and on another occasion he stood

in the middle of a highway.
8. DPrior to the plaintiff’e hospltalization, the plaintits
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and his father engaged in gaveral physical confrontations resulting
in pushing and éame hitting.

8. Father Fran, as part of his employment duties, visited
patients at St., ¢loud Hospital, During the pericd of Plaintift’s
hospitalizatian, ¥Father Fran visited the Plaintiff approximateiy
three times a week to provide him with spiritual and emotisnal
counseling.,

10, puring the time Father Fran visited the plaintifr, thé
plaintiff indicated to Father Fran that he thought he might be gay.

L. In a -report dated January &, 1983 By Dr. O’Regan
regarding +the plaintiff, the recerxrd estates, "The client did
acknowlsdge some sexual concerns. For instance, he stated that
only vecently did he determine that his sexval orientation is
toward males."

13. Upon Plaintiff’e relezse from the St. Cloud Hespital, the
Flaintiff returned home to his parents. However, that situation
did not work and the plaintiff’s parente arrangsed for the plaintifr
to live with Pather Fran at the rectory of $t. Bonifavce Church,
cold Spring, Minnegora in Jung and July OF_1883.

13. Dporing the time the plaintiff resided st the rectory

houaawwith~ma£her~£xanr_EathaIHE:anmappzoachedwtnewp&aint¢ﬂﬁ—aneig—mm-—

evening and performed oral sex ou the plaintiff. This sszual
encounter occurred in the Iiving room of the parish house.

14. According to the plaintiff, approximately two weeks after.
the above encounter, while in the rectory house, Father Fran and

the plaintiff engaged In kis&ing and heavy petting. The plaintiff
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did not reaist and participated in the activity.

15. It has been ackncwledged by Father Fran that two separats
inecidents took place, however, according toe TFather Fran's
statement, the ssoond incldent took place the following evening
after the first incident and that oral sex was elso involved in the
second encounter,

16. Shortly followling these incidents, the plaintiff left the
rectory house and went to live in a foster home,

17. That between October &, 1983 through November 2, 1984,
the plaintiff wag seeing a counselor, Dr. John T. D/Regan, at the
Central Minnesota Mental Health Clinic for sexuality issues, among
other problems.

18, That during a dounsaling session with Dy, O'Regan on
¥arch 12, 1984, the pl%intiff told Dy, C'Regan that he kad a sexual
relationship with a priest, that being Father Fran.

19. Dr. O’Regan concluded that the plaintiff was in emotional
pain &8 he told him zbout the encounter. The plaintiff also
indicted to the Doctor-tﬁat he felt cheapened by the encounter and
felt anger towards the Catholic Church.

20. Dr. OfRegan told the plaintiff that he had to report this

t+o the authorities.

21, In the plaintiff’s next counseling session with Dr.
OfRegan on March 15, 1984, the plaintiff described in detail the

sexual relationship that he had with Father Fran.

22. That on March 3, 1984 Vincent Xonz, Chief of Police in

‘Cold Spring, Minnescta, received a report from Sergeant Joe Dvorak,
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that he had received 2 call from Michael ¢Chatt, a Sterns County
social service worker about an alleged gexual abuse that had
ocourred hetween the plaintiff and Father Fran.

21, That the Stearns County Sheriff’s DbDepartment took
statements from the plaintiff on Mareh 14, 1884 and March 192, 18984
regarding the incident.

24. - Vincent Konz tock Pather Fran’s statement on March 19,
1984 regarding the alleged sexual abuse incident wherepy Father
Fran acknowledged that the sexual incidents nhad taken place.

25. Vincent Konz’s office conducted an investigation snd then
brought the infermation to Roger van Hael of the County attorney’s
Office. The County Attorney’s Office did not charge the case out
and thus this ended the investigation for Vincent Konz‘s offlce.

26. That Dr. John T. Q'Regan, Ph, D. cpined in a letter to
Thomas Kritzeck of the Minnesota Department of Corrections dated
Septenber 20, 1985 thét tie plaintiff was moderately deprepsed and
apathetic and was struggling with gexwalily lggues,

27. That subseguent to the sexuyal epcounters with Father
Fran, the plaintiff had various other sexual epcounters from 1584
tﬁraugﬁ 1988 or 1989 with men and women.

28, Approgimately in September of 1992, the plaipntiff began

pounseling with Pan Keefe at Pamily and Childrens Service for

depression.

29, Tt was during the counseliny sessions with Dan Xeefe that
the plaintliff became fully aware that sowe of his problems may be

linked %o the sexyal sncounters with Father Fran.

o
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30. The plaintlff began using alcoohol and drugs at the ags of
19.  The plaintiff presently drinks ;lcohol on a daily basis and
smokes marijuana approximately 3 times a week.

31. The plaintiff has had approximately 20 - 25 different
jobs since his graduation from high smchool. Most of these -job
positions he was terminated from.

32. 7The plaintiff continuss to hHave conicerns and confusion
about hie sexual identity.

Based on the forsgoing, the Cpurt makes the following:
CONCLUSIONS OF LaW

1. THat the plaintiff Ffrom the time period of 1883 through
1952 remembered the sexual encounters that took plage with Father
Prafl.

2. That the plaintif¥f has suffered emotional problems and
geyuality problems from 1983 through 1992,

3, ®hat the plaintiff knew or had reason to know in 1983 and
1584 that his injurdes may have been caused by the sexual
encounters wilth Father Fran.

. 4. __That _pursuant ‘to Minn.. Stat. section 541.074, the
plaintiff’s claims are barred by the statute of linitations,

ORDER

1, 7That the plaintiff’s complaint against Father Francis

Hoefgeén is hereby dismissed with prejudice.

2. That the plaintiff’s complaint againgt the Dlocese of 8t.

Cloud is hereby dismissed with prejudice.
3. That the plaintiff’s complaint against The Order of &t.
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benedict of the Roman Catholic Church a/X/a St. Johns Abbey is
hereky dismissed witl prejudice .“
4. That the plaintiff’s motion for sanctions is hereby denied
based upon the Court’s summary Jjudgment ruling, ‘
§. Thig order dilsposes of all clalws and the plaintiffre
complaint is hereby dismissed in itrs entirety.
6. Memorandum attached bereto is made a part hersof.
LET JUDCMENT BE BNTERED ACCORDINGLY.
Dated! November 23, 1553 BY THE COURT

/&“u\r\_ui V- gm:m._,;

MICHAYL V. S0Vi8
JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT

JUDGMENT
T HEREBY ‘CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE CONCLDSIONS OF LAW CONSTITUIES THE

JUDGMENT OF THE COURT. .
ROGER Y. SAMES

DATE: NOVEMBER 23RD 19%3 COURT ADMINTSTRATOR
(SEAL) BY :éﬁ M’& ﬁg‘, ﬁézﬁ oA
DEFUTY GLERK
4
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HMEMORANDIM
SUMMARY JUDGMENT STANDARD )
Theé rules governing summary Jjudgment are well known. Its use
is available to all parties in a oivil actlon. (A defending party

has the rvight to wmove far summary Judgmwent, Minn, R. civ. B,

56.02). Summary Jjudgwant "should be employed only where it is
perfectly vlear that no issue of fact is involved.™ Donnay .
Boulware, 273 Minn. 137, _ ., 144 N.W.24 711,716 (1966). The rulss
providas

Judgement shxll be rendered forthwith if the
pleadings, depositions, answer to interrogatories, and
admissions on file, together with the affidavits, if
any, show that thers is no genulne issue as to any
material fact and that sither party is entitled te
Judgment as & matter of law.

Minn. R. Civ. P. 56.03. The court will determine if thers is an
issues of materizl Ffact to be trled, but it will not resolve any

lssnes of fawt, Illineis Farmers JIns. Co. %. Tapemark Lo., 273

N.%W.2d 630 {Minn. 1878). The party moving for summary judgment has

the burden of showing there is ne genuine issue as to any material
fact, and the non-moving party has the right to have &ll the doubts
and inferences resolved in his-favar. Mﬁiﬁmm,

305 Minn., 522, 232 N.W.2d4 776 {1978). If the movant/s papetrs shovw

that no genuine jssue of meterial fact exist, then the burden
shifts to the opposing party to introduce outside evidence to rebut
this eondlusion. Minn., R. Civ. P. 56.05,

In the case befores this Court, tha‘plaintiff’s nave the dburdan
to introducs cutside evidence to rebut the defendant’s position
that no issue of material fact existe. "When a motion for sunmary

i
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judgment is made and supported as provided in Rule 56, an adverse
party may net rest upo'n the mers averments or denial of the adverse
party’s pleading but muet present specific facts showing that there
iz a gunuine jissue for Lrial." Hinn. R, Civ. P. 55.05.
“Supporting and oppesing affidavits shall be made on personal
knowledga, shall set forth such facts az would be admiszible in
evidence, and ghall show affirmatively +that the affiant is
competent to testify to the matters stated therein.® Minn. R. Civ.
B, 55,058.
TYE PLAINTIFY KNEW OR HAD REASON TO KNOW THAT THE INJURY WAS CAUSED
BY THE SEXUAL ABUSE

In ovppesition to defepdants summary judgment, the plointiff
has submitted an affidavit by Joel Peskay, Ph.D. Dr. Peskay was
retained by the attorneys for the plaintiff to svaluate and render
& Yeport Tegarding the nature, extent and cause cof plaintiffs
injuries, if any, resulting from the sexual encounter with Father
Fran., Dr. Peskay revieswed the plaintiff’s deposition transcript,
treatment and therapy records, school and enployment records and

further copducted a psychologicel interviey and evaluation of the

’ plaintiff, therefore Dr. Pe'ska,y does have personal knewledge of the
plaintief, “in order to puccessfully oppose Mwﬁg@m@@mm

motion, a party cannot rely upon mere denial or general assertions
but must demonstyate that specific fatts exist which coreate a

genuine issue for trial." Jobnson v, Van Blaricom 480 Nw2d 138,
140 {Minn, App. 1592). ‘YConclusionary allegatioms to a right to
trial are insufficient to deny summary judgment.® Ehillips-Kledin
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v, Tiffany Pertnership, 474 NW2d 370, 373 (Minn. App. 1591).

The plaintiff has Tailed to sssert with specifitl' facts that
the plaintiff did not know or have resason to know that his injuries
ey have besn céused from the sexusl abuse. Br. Peskﬁy gtated in
his affidavit, "Pricr to the stugmer of 1292, it is my opinion thst
mich of the emoticnal turmoll suffered by the Plaintiff wag the
result of self~blane and guilt for engaging in mexual contact with
another males." Based upon ﬁhe;fact that the plaintiff admitted he
was depressed, had feelings of guilt and confusion about his sexual
crientation and further scught éut counseling with Dr. O’Regan
gives rise t& the notion. that the plaintiff knew or should have
knowh that this was a result of sexual dbune.

Evan though the plaintiff way not have been fully awars 0f his
“injuries until 1%9%2, he had reason to know in 1983 and 1934 that
the injuries may have stemmed from the4sexua1 encounter with Father
Fran, In Klespka v, 6.0, Searle and Co. 963 Fad 188 {8th Cir.
1582}, +the court applied a "discovery rule! not unlike the one

thig court has bafore it. This court inp interprating Minn. Stat.

§541.077 has given credenos to other courts who have interpreted-
simtlar language regarding the discoevery of an injury. Klempka

dnvolved an IUR products liabllity clain.—She—plaintiff-—was

hospitalized in 1977 with chronic pelvie inflammatory disease {PID)
and wag at that time informed by her physician that her injuries
were caussd by the Cu-7. The plaintiff argued that she wae not
aware of the full extent of her injuries until 1982 after she was

unaple to conceive and was diagnosed as infertile. The court
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declined her interpretation and stated "2 plaintiff who is aware of
both her inﬂury and the likely caupe of her injury is not peruitied
to circumvent the statute of limitations by waiting for a more
serioys injury to develop from the sama cause." Elsmpka at 170.
"(Under Minnesota law, "[i]t is not necessary for the Ffinal or
ultimate damages to be known or predictable, however, the statute
begins to run when <ome damage ocours which would entitle the
vietin to maintain a cause of sction, ™", ZRlempks at 170, ses aleg

Sontinental Grain Co..v. Yeogles Conmtr. Co., 480 ¥, 24 793, 787

{BLth cir. 1973).

The wourt in Klempka found that the plaintiff’es infertilicy
was not a ssparate and digtinet injury thah would start the statute
of limitations to run in 2982, rut instead, it was a conseguential
damage resulting fronm the PID. JId., =t 171. Lee zlsp Adkison v,

G.D. Searle & Co. 971 F2d 132 (Bth Ciy, 1992}, A plaintiff ie not

permitted to eplit one’s initial and consegquential injuries in
order to meet the statute of limitations’ deadlines.v Id. at 171
In DeRose v. Carswell 196 Cal. App- 3d 1011, 242 Cal, Rptr.
368 (1987), the plaintiff was sexually abused by her .step- =

grandfather as & minor and denied, repressed and dissociated

herself from the svents until she sought counseling Just prior to

the commencement of the compliant. The plaintiff argued that she
could invoke the delayed discovery doctrine bécause she did not
appreciate untll recemtly the casual relationship between the
alleged assault and her emotional injuries, even though €he was

aware of the assaults. "The delayed discovery doctrine eapplies
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only when a plaintiff has not discovered all of the facts essential
to a éauSE of action.' 198 gal. App. 34 at 1017. The plaintifs
vas aware of the repeated sexual molestatlon that ocourred, but
argued that she wap unawars of +the later sgesrious and oﬂgmipg
injuries that plagusd her adult life untll one year prior to the
£iling of the complaint.

There are times when # tort initlally caugdes injurles so
insubgtantial that it is not reasopable to expect the viotin
to file & lawswit, even though she would be entitled to at
least nominal damages. When such a person does not sug, and
later suffers substantial Injuries that do justify a lawsuit,
the statute of limitations way already have run. This is
because the Jimitations period begins teo run, under the
traditional view, as soon as the plaintiff is aware of any
harm, however slight. {citation omitted). . . More recently,
courts bhave modified the traditional rule in order to avoid
purilshing the plaintiff, wvho, having acted réasonably in not
prosecyting a lawsuilt for ingignifieant dansges, later suffers

' more substantial harm. . . Rather we generally now subecribe
to the view that ‘the period cannet ryun befare plaintifyf
poszasses a true causa of action, by which we wean that events
have developed to a polnt where plalntiff is entitled to a
legal remaedy, not merely a symbolic judgment such as an avard
of nominal damages. .., the infliction of appreclakle and
actual harm, however uncertain in amount, will commence the

statutory period.
DeRose at 196 Cal, App. 3d at 1021-1022.

The Court however, rejescted DeRosa’s argumant ot delayed

dlscovery am afflrmed the &151&155&1 :»f her c&cmplmn’c The cou:t

reasoned that it did not matter that DeRose had not disceovered the

causal connection to 81l her ipjuries, but that when she reached
the age of majority she knew that she had substantial damages
agsociated with the sexual sbuee and failed to commence the actien
within the statute of limitatiens. DeRose 196 Cal, App. 3d at
1020, Under Minnesota’s delaved discovery rule, the statute of
limitavions begine to run wher the plgintiff knew or had reascn te

S
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¥now that the injury was caused by the sexual abuse.

As a matter of law, this court has determined that the
plaintiff knev or had reason to know of his injuries based upon the
undisputed facts in this case. Subsequent Lo the sesxual encounter
with Pather Fran, the plaintiff continued with counseling regarding
his depression, In Dr. O'Regan’s letter of September 20, 1%85 he
opined that the plaintiff was depressed and struggling with
sexuality iesuss, Based upon the plaintiffrs alcohel and drug use
and his puwerous Jjobs, the facts ars undlsputed that the plaintiff
had reason to knov the injury nay have been caused fby the sexual
abuse. Tha plaintiff was on notive of the elements of his injury
and that the inoidents may have had @ negative impact on his
emotional well-being. He felt gullt and felt alienated from his
parents and didn’t have many friends at school. Vincent Xonz of
the Cold 8prings Pollce Department took the plaintifif‘s statement
regarding the inecident and even at that time the plaintiff was on
notice that 2 possible orimingl investigation may be undertaken and
that he was a victim, The fact that his counselar reported the

ingident to the awthorifies gave him notice that-he. may - have — - —
;;L{ffered harm fram 1:,he —inoident and that through counseling the
. plaintife had.reason-to-Xnow-thot-his-pain-nay-have—been-casnally
connected to the sexual relationship with Pather Fran. Further,
the plaintiff hed reason to know by the fact that Dr. 0/Regan
reported the incident to the authorities that the doctor saw this

a2 & Bexual abuse and that a prlest should not be having sex with

males. Therefore it is undisputed that the plaintiff suffered
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appreciable and actual haxm that comiehced the etatutory period in
1983 pr 1884,

In view of the s-year statute of limitatilons, the plaintiff
falled to timely commence this action and his complaint again?.t,
Father Francls Hoefgen is dismissed. Since the plaintiff has based
hig claim against The Diéaese of 8t. Cloud and The Ordsey of Bt,
Benedlct on thae theory of vicarious liability, those claims must

also be dilamissed.
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REV.FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.5.B.
Retura to: Fr.Daniel Durken, OSB
§t. John's Abbey

Collegeville, MN 56321
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March 8, 1994

Fran Hoefgen, 0SB, Guest Master
St, John's Abbey

St. John's University
Collegeville, Mionesota 56321

‘Dear Brother Fran?

Enclosed please find a copy of the magazine in which the piece on my pilgrimage
appears. The editors cut the piece substantially but it still captured the spirit of what I

was trying to do. :

Thank you so much for your kind hospitality. My visit at St. John's was wonderful.
There is something about the Abbey and itg environment has become a permanent part
of me. Tts a bit like having visited the pristine wilderness of the BWCA - Jjust kmowing
its there, somehow gives me strength and assurance. At seven in the morning, my
thoughts often drift o the quiet shuffling into the choir loft and 1 am encouraged as my

day begins.

Your personal kindness and gentle gnidance made me feel welcomed and refreshed. In
John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress there is a wonderful passage where a battered and
travel weary Christian stops at a guest hovse and is refreshed and ministered too, Asa
boy, T often tried to imagined the master of that wayside stop. J know longer need to
imagine, Tve met him,

I am exploring the possibility of doing an article on your fire department for 2 national
magazine, Would this be possible? It-would require another visit, preferably on a day

Whet you are’ Aviig & afill; 8 Well @ chince (0 ik hidfe 10 you and Some Ot 1hEGET
firefighters. ‘

Tharik you again for your hospitality. The bread was wonderful and my sons and 1
have been savoring the meple syrup on our special Sunday moming waffles. Thank
you. All God's best to you, Abbot Timothy, and your community.

Sincerely Yours,
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NAME: wm%c@ T O T IATHAD
’I’ITLE» ér’w&ﬂ*u

H i DEPT. : Thvfon vemathiove. Oeapion

ORDER OF ST. BENEDICT, INC,
Conducting St. John' s Abbey, University, Freparatory School, Liturgical Press

Box 5000
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA. 56321-5000

Hiuman Resources TON DE - (612) 3632508
POSITIO SCRIPTION FAX (612) 3632115

JOB TITLE: Bupervisor
DEPARTMENT: Saint Joklm's University Information Cerfiter

FURCTION OF THE JOB:

Under the pupervision of the Director of Financial Systems, this position
is responeible for thé day-to-day operation ancd staffing of the
Information Center.

{maracte:ista.c Duties =nd Responzibilities:

Assures +hat the Information Center is staffed during the operating
hours of 7:30 a.m. - 12;00 a.m. WMonday toc Fridayv and 8:00 a.m. -

11:00 p.n, Saturday and Bunday.

1,

2. Interview, enploy, train and evaluate student emplovees, and maintain
current <ok descriptions,

3. Supervise the distribution of mail to faculty and administrative
smployees. _

4, Supervise and maintain appropriate records for the sale of Saint
Jehn's Bread and Greyhound Bus Tickets.

5.  Provide informatdon and d.\,rectmn regardmg programs and aCtlvlties

oaeurrinmm—oanpuwm'; T e

6. Bupervige the FAX service,

i} e P e g par b eipabe-da-bhe-nonthly—stadi-nevtinga-
8. Performs other duties as zeslgned,

MIWNIpMP¢ DESIRABLE QUALTFICATTONS |

1. Excellent communicabion skills.

2 Confidentdality.

oy

An Egual Opportunlty Bnployver
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Pdsition Description
Supervisor - Saint John's University Informatlon Center

Page Two

3. PC experience.

4.  Working knowledge of ATET Definiity, 6-2, AUDIX, Manager ITI, Monitor
I, UNIX, helipful.

5. Supervisory experience preferred.

ADDITIONAL, REQUISITES:

1, 2bility to interact with the community of S5t. John's as an integral
part ¢f the staff and faculty.

2 Eroject a positive image of sérvice which represents the unit to
which assigned. - :
3. Ability to acquire an understanding of the character and mission of

8t. John's.

4, A willingnees to maintain a high level of competence. Discreet
Judgment snd confidentiality are expected at this level of
responsibility,

APPOINTMENT:  Part-time, Support Staff. Grade V.

* 2 preferred Benedictine candidate has been identified for this pegition,

03/24/%4
Reviewed znd Accepted
by Human Resources
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April 21 1994

Fran.

Over a year has passed since | sent you my last letter. While
I do not know the present stateof lawsuit. I do knew there is
one thing I need to do. And that is meet with wvou face to face.
There have been many trying times for me in the past year. With
the help of a therapist. I ve besn able to werk through most of
them.

At the pregent time. I still carry a lot of anger with me each
day. aimed at you and St. John’s Abbey. I was brought up believing
the Cathslic faith taught people to be caring and loving towards
one another. I ¢an recall many of vour own sermons that dealt with
these subdects. Not a Sunday has gone by. since this lawsuit
became public, that I have not struggled to get through Mass.
Whyv?? Mavbe. becavse the very people that are doing the preaching
cannot even attempt to acknowledge the pain I deal with. Not
because thev do not know dbout it. but because thev are toc busy
protecting their money. Abbot Zelly told me last April (1993) that
I could not speak to wvou face to face until this lawsuit was
settled. That statement alone told me what was more important in
the eyes and hearts of St. John s Abbey. And it definitelv isn’t
the people ..... it’e the money!! Is that the message God was
trying to deliver to all of ug?? 1 have a hard time believing that
is trde.

I want nothing but to have some of my guestionz answered. 1
wrote about them in my first letter to you.

Why??
Were vou Jjust using me to get to
TWHS any of vour loVE real? T ‘
Again. I need to meet with vou face to face to talk about these
guestions. My healing process cannot be ccmplete until this has
Thappened. You can continune to keep vourself protected behind the

AREEY WELTE OF VST SRR e et IR R TRE T EER T IRV ERER arewaTE
T have been robbed of so much from this whole incident ..... but if
vou rob me of my Cetholic Fzith as your sctions and those of 5t.
John’es Abbey have so far. then in the end. vou have robbed me of
the most precious thing I will sver have in my life.

You make the call .....
I will await your answer.
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OrOCESSUS

800 South 25th Avenus

Suite 211
St Cloud, MN 56301
(612) 2622076
TO: Fr. Fran Hoefgen kéﬁ[.
)
FROM: Sondra Lawrence, M.S., L.P. 8
DATE ; April 25, 1994

RE:

I am writing to request that you participate in a meeting with
, aimed at resolving conflicting feelings she has

regarding your role in her life as a female adolescent.

hag been working quite hard to understand and integrate her
life experiences. Your willingness to meet with her would
provide her with the opportunity to put closure on some difficult
memories and further complete her healing process.

is willing to meet with you at an office of your choosing
at a time that is convenient for you., She wants to meet
individually with you, but has stated that she would be open to
having the Abbot attend if this would be helpful to you.

It ig ﬁy hope that you will be able to meet with her and assgist
in this important vart of this healing process. To reduce the

amount of anxiety may experience in waiting for your
response, I a6k that you reply to this reguest by May 4th. You
can reach me by phone at ! or mail and I will inform

of your reply.
cc: Abbot Tim KelIV'b/f

“Englosure
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

BOX 2015
“ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE - ABBOT

April 27, 1954

Father Fran Hoefgen, O.5.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Fran:

I received a copy of the letter ment to you concerniang
mesting with .+ X want to aspure you that I will not
approve of this meéting unless you have with you a
counsellor’® who emn serve to protect you in  this
encounter. I have ne particular need to be a part of
that meeting since I have no particular desire to be
battered either. If wyou want to talk to me about this
feel free to come in.

Sincerely in Christ,

ol iy B "ZJ

- ity el )
bot Timothy Kelly, 0.8.B.

IK/kr

> FAX 612 363-3082

PHONE 612 363-2544
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JUNE 1%, 1994
ABBOT ‘TIMOTHY.

A 'PERSONAL THANK YOU FOR ALLOWENG ME
TO TAKE |A RETREAT GTHER THAN THE

COMMUNITY RETREAT. IT WAS EXTREMELY
F’EECEFUL ANiJ FRUITFUL FOR ME.;‘ - ‘

1 WENT. TO' LUTSEN. MAY 3“5 AND LZSTENED

To TAPES BY STENDL RAST & DEMELLO,

INTHE AFTERmoams 1 HxKEm ON THE

erzms TRAILS NEAR BY. ig

zv was VERY MﬁANINGFUL FOR ME.
'~,ecn.BL§ss,

SINCERELY,

[FRAN HOEFGEN, 0SB
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June 24, 1994

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0SB
3t. Joha's Abbey

r.0. Box 201%
Collegeville, Minnesota
56321

Dery Abbot Timothy;

For the past elght days we have been gifted with the presence of one
of your communiiy members on our eight day summer rétreat staff, Father Fran
Hoefgen. Some-years ago, when he wes still in parish ministry, I sensed that
Fathar Fran had gifts for retreat work and spiritual direction, but his schedule
did not allow him to test thet on one of our sumner teams. He also hesitated
because he felt he lacked training for spiritual directiop and did not have

enough experience in this area.

This summer, Fran agreed to come to the Villa to be pari of this ministry,
and it has obviously been gift for everyone. His experience with his three
vetreatants, as is:chear on the enclosed sheet of comments from his avaluations,
was clearly positive and fruitful. He has also been a wonderful collaborator
on the retreat team, sensitive to issues, concerns, and needs; and as you know,
he has a gentle but clear sense of liturgy and appropriate wayste enhance the
celebrations. We would have a place for him on any future retrest teams here,
and he would be welcomed hy staff and retreatants as well.

We have encourdged Fran to consider spiritual directton/retreat:ministry
as a possible direction for the future, and {f he would want to pursue some
programs in this area, we can certainly#pecommend him, We have many good staff
pembers at our center over the year, and he already has what seems riecessary 4o
be among the most requested and exceptional of them.

Thank you €o much for sharing in his discernment to be with us this
_summer and for your suppori of his work with us net only for this retreat: bt
IF Satramental WiRTsEry <uring the year, - i
Sincerely,

Sr. chabanel Mathison, OSU
Administrative Directress

Copy te Fathér Fran Hoefgen, 058

R B RS IR
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June 24, 1994

Archbishop Jokn R. Roach
Chancery

226 Summit Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesqta
55102

.Dear Archbishop Roach;

Last winter, we asked your permission for Father Fran Hoefgen, 058,
to serve on one of our summer retreat teams for sisters' retreats, and
after referring the matter to Father Kevin McDonough for review, you both
agreed that this would be possible. I would just 1ika 1o take the opportunity
now, at the close of these retreats, to thank you and to tell you what a gift
his presence has been on this team of direction staff.

As you can see in the comments of the retreatants with whom he walked
these eight days, the gifts we sensed in him for direction/retreat work have
been validated universally. He has also been 2 wonderfully sensitive
collaborator on the team, and his sense of liturgy brings much to our
daily celebrations during retreat. We would welcome him back for any future
petreat team on which he would agree to serve, and this welcome would intlude
our out of state team members and our retreatants, all of whom have recammented

his return.

Again, we thank you ¥or -the prayerful decisicn that was part:ofiFather
Fran's decision to be with us this summer, Perhaps this is a new ministry
direction to which he can continue to bring his gifts.

Blessings from all of us at the Villa on a fruitful snd renewing summer
for you.

Sincerely . in Christ,

Lldntinid FrFleacsss i,

Sr. Chabanel, Mathison, OSU

" Copies to: Abbott Timothy Keily, 0SB

Sister Miriam Patricia Faricy, OSU
Reverend Kevin McDonough
Father Fran Hoefgen, 0GB

Vit 8 derlon Frambne AARLT M aawiit A Cibrd Fuapimemr bdlnnoannia SEMAAL (Canl Al 00N
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Evaluation Comments for Father Fran Hoefgen, 0SB

-=from his retreatants

This was an éxceptional reireat. Father is perceptive, an excellent listener,
not bound to a preplannad program, gifted with a delightfui sense cf humor, DbV1ously

.a man of deep preyer.

+

He is God's gift to me at this time of my 1life, and I am most grateful to you
for having him and assigning me to Walk with him thls retreat.

Fran has been very good: & good listener, has a heart that can ‘eue in" to important
1ssues, .

He is gentle and asks the rlght questions; he's respectful of the individual's ability
or inabllity to share something.

He helped me thyough prayer to pull together my life's issues.

OSB HOEFGEN 00182



e

i

3

SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

June 27, 1554

Sister Chabariel Mathison, 0.8.U.
Administrative Directress

villa Maria Center

29847 County 2 Blvd.

Frontenac, MN 55026

Dear S8ister Chabanel:

Thank you fer your letter concerning Father Fran Hoefgen
and the contributlon he has made to your program. It is
gecod to hear words of praise for the work he does so well
and to kpow that he is appreciated for his use of a
talent God has blessed him with.

May your program continue as well te be blessed and the
efforts you ancd others make be a Bource of growth for the

many whe come to yow.

Sincerely in Christ,

PHONE 612 363-2544 ARSNNNGNRIEENIND-FAX 612 363-3082
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#® 8T. CLOUD
Times

R p——

People - Integrily - Informadion - Profil

July 29, 1894

The Rev. Daniel Durken
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 58321

Dear Father Durken,

This is to confirm our conversation about an interview with a prisst accused of sexual
ghuse and the use of his hame. As we discussed, the priest has given his consent for
the hewspaper to publish all the information disclosed during the Interview and the
newspaper has agresd that this priest’s name will not be used in the article resulting

from that interview.

Sincerely,

AV S

John Weleh

o

mhén“
FORE PO PSS o A e GNAA L, P 1V NP IO L APTAY LS RECE DN
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

Baturday: July 30, 1994

Dear Abbot Timothy and Fathers Rene and Fran,

T tope we willi be able to meet Sunday evening, July 31, after Evening Frayer
4n the abbot's office te discuss the Interview of Fr,. Fran by Johm Welsh of

the 8t, Cloud Times., :

I am atbaching & copy of the lerter John Welsh sent to me with the agreement
not to uge Tr, Fran's name din the article resulting from this interview.

When I asked John to give me an idea of the gueatfons he might esk and the

L
information he ie locking for, he stated the following:
He would like to have enough Biogrephical informstion to make the pérsmn bedng
interviewsed a real person so that Re fs not writing about a wumber or a4 sratlstic,

He would 1ike to know the person's theughts -abgout the allegations ‘that were made,
about the lawsuit itself, about the larger issues involved Zn this matter, and
gbovt the overalireactiona to the case from the viewpoint of the petrson being
progscuced. T reminded John that there may be aspeets of legal comfidentiality
involved in seme of these areas, and I think John appraciates that,

See you Sunday evening,

Fraterually,

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-201%
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COQLLEGEVILLE, MINNESQTA 56321-2015

QOFFICE OF THE ABBOT

Augmust 23, 1534

Mr.

DPear Mr.

Thank you for your letter of August 14 and your kind
words abhout Father Fran. He Ig indeed a good priest with
a wonderful pastoxral pense and greatly appreclated by so
many who have recelved from his effective ministry.
Although he ie mo longer at the pardsh in Hastinge, let
me agsure you that his pastoral talents are mot geing to
waste., He is the guest master at Saint John's and 4s
very effective in welcoming all guests as Chript, Also
he is quite active im giving retreats and pecple have
rasponded #o well to his gentle approach.

Your care and concern for Father Fran speaks well of you
and T am sure vou will continue to pray for him =and for
his community. May God bless you and give you much peace
in your lifs as .well.

8incerely in Chriet,

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.8.B.

AXiﬁtJ‘.}:r SNSRI

PHONE 612 363-2544 <NEIBERNNND |~ X 617 363-3082
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October 13, 1994

Dear Abbot Timothy,

As we ai 5t. Elizabeth Ann Seton begin this week of dedication of our new church to Gad
and His service, a majority of us do so with joy, but mixed with deep sorrew. While we love and
respect Fy. Florian as the head of our parish fiomily, our hearis and souls were traumatized
when Fr. Fran was taken from our lives. It is hard 1o iry and begin a new erq in this worship
space without him by our sides. 1t is a loss that has not faded over the last two years, but has
endured. There has been no one with his spirit and compayssionate heart to minister 1o and
guide 50 many of us on this arduous journey to God since he lgft. The lingering moral sin is tha
becguse of the actions of a few and the lack of courage and moval canscience af a small group
of church leaders, about 90% of our parish feels betrayed and abandoned by the Carholic
Church as a Christ-fike, forgiving, carhpm_siondte support system.. In one quick aceusation of
the past, and the hasly response made by St John's and the Archdiocese of St Paul in tearing
Fr. Fran away from the people who love him as a "Good Shepherd", we saw our Selid rock

Joundation crumble into sard,

I dow't kriow what position you held a1 St. John's back ther, but I know that Abbot Jerorne
was in laly at the time. I'wanted, so much, to write w0 him and thank him for sending Fr. Fran
1o us eight years prior. The "presence” of God that Fr. Fran brought to our parish is absolutely
- immeasnrable-F'm-sure Our Lord inspired-the-Abbot 10 make that decision.- One has 10 experi-

ence someone of great value before feeling the excruciating pain of his loss. If he could see the

Jrits of Fr. Fran's laber; he swould-have no doubt of the wisdom exercised in ussigning him 10
us.

The dedication cevemony will be beautiful and festive, but il is in no way an indication of the
health of this parish. There are many varieties uf deep, festering wounds hidden by superficial
smiles that have never been properly acknowledged or tended to, and are eating away at out
Spirits. I know, Abbot Timothy, thai we are in a transition period, and this will include a change in

the priests who will be serving St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.during the coming vears. We have such

OSB HOEFGEN_00188
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wonderful, generous people in our parish, but we are woandering around like scontered sheep. [love
Py, Rlorian and he does the best he can, but with the wremendous responsibilities he has with a
parish this size, there is no time or way he can, also, be present lo minister to all of the people. We
are a "Body of Christ” with a head for administration, but inadequate represenuation of the heart,
and how healthy can that be? We need 10 have a balance of persondiities. We need to have a priest
assigned here that trulv loves, understands, and journeys with the people of God in our joy and our
sorrow like Fr. Fran did We may have a "New House" to worship in, bul we have moved into it
with the same spivitually starving family members, We need a spivitual Father to bring us together,
s0 it's not only the church building that is being consecrated, but the sauls within who give it life.

Please consider our faith family verv carefully when you choose a new priest to shepherd us.

1 am awife, mother of four children, and a very shy, quiet person who worked as a liwrgical
assistant when Fr. Fran was with us. At the very hour he was taken from us, back 1o St John's, on
October 28, 1992, unbeknown to me, I was ironing his vestments, preparing for his next Mass. The

Jollowing days eaused pain and darimess in my soul that can not be described. My mind would not
shut off and 1 begam writing. When a parish meeting was called 1o begin processing what had taken
place, I knew that along ﬁz‘-th prayers and letters of support to Fr, Fran, I had to stand up and
publicly defend fim and challenge our Catholic leaders to act justly.

s 1 said before; | have nevet beenable 10 speak-in front of a group, bt evenwith so-many

present ~ Prior Jonathan, a lawyer fiom St. John's, Bishop Welsh, our other priests, the pasioral

——ggnpci, and abom 500, parishiowers = Tsod utthe ambo-and gxpressed- my-mosr-intimate———————

Jeelings as though I were alone with God. As I stoed there speaking, 1 realized that it wasn't me,
but the Holy Spirii giving me strength, courage, and working through me te give a message. 1 felt
greai peace at the gift of love and support i was able to gtve Fr. Fran when 1 had 1o idea ow the
others would react 1o the acensation against him. The measure of love for him was clearly visible
and audibiz when I often had to stop mamentarily because of their applauding an idea or principle.
When Fr. Florion felt it was getting too long and interrupted, the peaple soid, "Let her finish".

OSB HOEFGEN_00189



Their show of forgiveness and support was overwheiming, but 1o see the church officials roll over
and lay down in the face of public persecution was, ond is, devastating. A few hnd a negative
perspective, but the. "vast majority” would have done anything to bring him back. We had no say,
though, and.as a result, we are all viciimized with Fr, Fran. We still love him, and need someone to

help us understand why the Catholic magesterium is such a weak example of living the sacred
Sacraments,

L have enclosed a copy of my alk. 1 realize you are an extremely busy man, Abbot Timothy,
but please read it at your convenience. I jyst want you to have some idea of what a special "gift
Jrom God" Fr. Fran is as a priest, a friend, a confessor, and ar extension of (God's Love among us,
haw much we still love him, and how needy our parish is to have him or someone like kim to be our

priest.and shepherd, May God bless you and guide you,

Your sister in Christ,

P.S. I had great joy and hope for St. John's when 1 heard you had become Abbot. I'm Irish, tool!

1 kmow you will put a "Lsparkle;" in their eyer and hearts! Peace.
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BOX 2015
COILLECEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56821-2015

QFFICE OF THE ABBOT

December 6, 1554

M¥re.

Dear Mrs.

By now vou will have thought that I have not taken seriously your
letter of October 13, 1854, but I gan assure you that it has been
on my desk and in my mind and heart all this time. When I was. at
st Elizabeth ann Seton parish for the dedication of the new church
T had hoped that perhaps I would meet you then, but such was not to

be the cass.

Yours is the kind of letter that T simply do not want ko make a
guick responge to, for it speaks cut of 3 depth of feeling amd
compassion that I believe reguires mors than a so-s8o0 Tegponse. I
could give yvou all the external and surface reapons why the action
that was taken was in fact taken and then leave 1t at that.
There are reascns for doing what was done and, T belisve, these must
be respegted. If we could pgparate the Church from all institution-
al foma I suppdse ansther way of reapondine wmight be poasible, We
dlive in a highly litigious society where dootoers have to pay
putragecus emounts Ffor insurance coverage, and anyone ‘who might be
a frequent target of law salts can be brought to bankriptey 4in mo
‘time even because of litigation where they winl When the law suits
come in everyohe who might be able to contribute to the settlement
i included, and in thiep case that would be the abbey, the dibcess,
- . _the loeal parish., This of courswweans that—it Iswot lnstitutions
that get hit Bso hard but the individudls 41 those institutions who

are servad by them.

But ERErE I E e V,‘t‘“a‘ap“&nt”‘tha“t—‘l’”wauld“like"“&:o*’“ccnten————
trate on here, I always wonder why there is paln in cur lives and
whethexr or not there is anythlng salvific about it. My experience
would tell me that there 1s, whether that pain is caveed by others
or by our own failures. One thing that does come clearer ir that
there is no such 'thing as & totally isolated act that doesn't have
bearing on the lives of others. Thie helps me understand the
concept of original sin. Bscause I am nobt a better follower of
Christ there are others in this world who have not come te know him
ag he would be known. And becauvse ag a follower of Chript X have
betrayed cthers in some way, the only way some would have known him
has in scme way be vitiated by my own carelasgness;

PHONE 412 363-2544 SN -/ X 612 3563-3082
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December 6, 192854 .
Page Two :

Thie is why in cames of sexual abuse and exploitation we insist on
putting firet the victim.  The obligation of the Christiam is to be
hospitable and receive Christ in the other. Abuse and exploitation
ig an inhospitable act, and the primary duty than is to repair the
damage of inhoppitality. PBach person muat be aware that sinning
against ancther hag dimensions of hurt that spread far beyond the
individual sinned againgt and touch with inhospitality even people
unknown. If there is pain for you and for others din the parish
because of waat has happened and the actiochs taken by the abbey and
the archdicaese, X¥now that this 18 & pain that can teagh us
something about the real problem of sin in this world.

One other thing that strikes me is what thip pain has dome to the
accused parson. At first it is clearly not pleadast. But it does
have its positive side ag well., One of the reasons that you found
kim to be sc¢ kind and compassionate ig that he has grown through the
vears as a result of his own journeying through this trawma in years
past. He ig a good man and be has grown greatly as a result of what

be has bhad to go through,

Finally, I would have you be agsured that in his current position
here hs is doing an ocutstanding job. AaAgain, I believe he is who ha
is today because he has endured this pain and has chosen to allopw
it to mature him and bring him to a deeper understanding of others'
pair. Many are stild touchad by his ministry and will coantinue to
be blessed as he continues o let God bring forth the fruit of the

Spirit in him.

When these events occecurred that took him £from Hastings back to 5t
TJohu's T was rector of the seminary and not in administration im the
abbey. However; I would be dighomest if I told you ether than that
I would likely have handled the situatlion in the pame way. I N

.believe there was mp nthers choice. Youmay nobt agres with this, but

I~ h.ape-“yun- van—~at least—see-the-henescy of-ansther viewpoint -

My prayer is that for zll who have suffered through these events and

— e econtinne. to_de sn. will ses their oppariunity té grow in love,
compasaion aid mercy: May the Advent season budild dn ali of us the
hope and trust that is ours im God's sending of the Son.

Sincerely in Christ,

/)/x/cii’j //x( (

aBbot Timothy KaJi’;’, {J 5.8B.

TR/ kr
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FATHER FRAN HOFEFGEN, 0.5.B.

Qetober 2, 1885

Fran came in to see me voluntarily at about 8:30 A.M. and told me

of an encounter he had with a student the evening before. The

student’s name is
He had been with him at the Palaestra in the weight room, went with

him to his room in to massage out some aches he had.
When they arrived at his roonm, closed and locked the door.
He stripped down to his briefs and Fran gave him a massage. In the
course of the massage became arocused, not by TFran’s touch
Fran says, but then Pran masturbated him. Fran did not undress and
there wds no touch hy of Fran. When it was over they
remained together talking for about an hour, talking about how
father has wlthdrawn frem contact with They did not
talk about any similar encounters may have had with others or
anything about his past sewxual history. Fran did not reveal
anything of his own past histery. The only thing I can gather Fran
did tell at one time (not necessarily last night) was that
when Fran "came out" to his mother it was & healthy and relieving
thing to do. Fran ¢gave no sign to at the time of his
remorse, nor did they particularly dwell on what had happened,

When Fran did come to see me, which was as soon as he was able to,
he demonstrated a sincere remorse for what had happered. I asked
him to arrange for counselling as scon as possible and that I would
iike to have a written report on the results. Fran has already

. been through St Luke’s (about 11 years ago) and this is the first

slip since then, according to hiw. He said he was in no way in a
counselling relationship as monk/priest +o student. They have been
friends for about a yeaY and fregquently ran into each cther in the
Palaestra, including in the sauna.

+ about 11:00 A.M. I arranged a meeting between Bro. Dietrich, Pr.
Rene, and me in my office. I had earlier told Fran that I would
have to talk to these two about the incident. We met for more than
a half hour. Both of them are acguainted with Rene has
bean in the sauna with. him and noted that the way he sits in the
gauna seems to. ihvite notice, and in the shower room seems to like
to display himself. Rene referred to him as "flirtatious”, perhaps
even ‘inviting by his introduction of topics that would seem to want

“to-lead-to-sexual-falk. . They both seoonded my intent te talk with

and express my pastoral concern Ifor RIW CEFHTTImromgHratee s
happened.

at 2:30 P.M. I again talked with Fran and went over some
clarifications with him as to what had happened. I *old him that
he is not to use the Palaestra weight room or pool or sauna or
shovers anymore. He asked if playing recket ball there with &
confrere would be all right anéd I agreed. But even then he is to
return to the monastery for his shower. He readily agreed. I alse
told him T thought that the encounter with probably canme
after he had gotten well acguainted with him and that it would seem

OSBE HOEFGEN 00193



that the real danger is in getting toec close to any one attractive
person over a period of time, that it was prebably unlikely that he
would do esuch a +thing whimsically on early acduaintance.
Nonetheless, T told him that as guest master he should keep his
distance from the young and attractive, leave directed retreats to
such to others, and aveid chumminess with attractive guests. As I
had asked him to in the morning, he has chosen a monk in whom to
confide this, one he will keep in contact with: Bric Hollas.

My schedule today has not allowed me to call yet but I will
do so tomorrow.

TK
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October 4, 189%5 8:05 P.M.

I met with with Father Fran Hoefgen in my office for
approximately 10 to 15 minutes. T tried calling on Tuesday,
October 3, twice in the worning, twice in the afiernocon, and once
in the evening. Finally, I left a voice mail message asking him to
call me on Wednesdey moryning if possible. Fran asked me in the
afterncon whether had called or not and I said no and
suggested he call and dsk him to see me this evening with
Fran. © #0l1d Pran he had tried to call me but got no answer.
I can think of about a ten minute period during the whele day when
I was not within earshot of my phone, so I would be surprised if he
i@ im fact call or if he did perhaps he had the wrong number
{though I gave him the correct office phone number of his voice
mail}.

Fran met in +he Grest Hall and brought him to my office. T
told I was making no judgment whatsoever on his part in what
had happened on sunday evening, but that from the standpoint of the
monastery and our commitment to celibaey what happened was clearly
not acceptable and that Fran has acknowledged this as wrong-dolng.
On behalf of the monastic community I apologized and noted that
Pran had already done this as well. I offered help in the form of
counselling if should ever decide that what happened has
patged him any stress. When I asked him how the meebting we were
having strdck him he said he felt it was somewhat welrd, and I
understand hinm to mean that he saw no big deal in what happened and
he really does not understand why we are making a big deal of it.
He said he hasn’t much thought sbout it and that it has not had a
bad effect on him and does not anticipate that it will. I
reiterated that if in the future he should find that it causes
problems that he should feel free to contact me and we will
certainly provide whatever ls appropriate to pay for counselling.
He was net wery verbal, mestly because he did not seem to perceive
why we were making any big thing of this.

Following this meeting T talked with Fran about going for
evaluation to 8t Luke’s Institute where he had been in ocut~patient
. freatment in 1983, I will try o make, such arrangenments. LOomorrow.,

October 5, 1985

i LGB LLEA L BE. Inke) 8. this morning. but. fhey are having a_ shaff retreat
day and will get back to me later.
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

MENORKITBIEE OF THE ABBOT

20 Pather Fran Hoefgen, 0.5.B.
FROM: Abbet Timothy Kelly, £.8.3.
RE: Fvaluation
DATE: Outeler 8, 1995

1 talked with Bonnie at St Iuke's this morming. You are scheduled
to go there on Saturday, November 11, begln the evaluation on
Monday, Wovember 13. On Friday, November 17, I will be with you
for the report on the evaluation at 9:30 A.M. I will probably
arrive on the 16th and stay overnight. We should be able to get
oul of Washington National on the flight to Mpls. at sbout noon eor
thereabouts, So make vour reservabions now and get the best fare

available,

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 812 363-30BL
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15 April 1996

Steve Montana, PhD

Director of Clinical Services
2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Steve,

1 am writing to you at ithe request of Abbor Timothy fo report what steps have been taken as
a result of my evaluation at Saint Luke’s in November 1995, . . - . C

In early February 1 spoke with Margretta Dwyer, R.S. M., M.A. ot the University of Minnesota
Program of Human Sexuality. With the approval of Abbot Timothy and the staff in the
Program of Human Sexuality, I had my intake interview 12 February and began the Sex

Offender Treatment Program on 14 February 1996.

The aspects of the program that I have already participated in include the following:
Diagnastic Interview
Individual/Family Psychotherapy Sessions with Primary Therapist Margretia
Phallometric Assessment 4
Six-Member Support Team Established
Attended Large Group Presentation with Support Person
Weekiy Phone contact with Group Members
Meeting with Group Member apait from Group
Read list of major secrets in Group and received feedback
Began writing history
Role-played offending in Group
Weekly Group Psychotherapy with Thempzsts Margretta & Simon
Delivered Physical Report from St Luke’s
Discussed Offending Cycle in Group.
Have plans to attend Sexual Reassessmeni Seminar
.. Attached. a list of Goals for Sex Offender Program =
Completed weelldy group assignments T

An important aspect of the program 18 to develop a maintenance plan as a prevenitative

measyre lo any fulure Genuvior. TRETE Gre alyy gudarterly reviews.

If you need any further information please let me know. I apologize for not getiing back io
you sooner, 1 was not aware that there had not been further contact with you forin the
University of Minnesota. A copy of the letter has been given to Abbot Timothy.

Stncerely,

Francis Hoefgen, OSB
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SAINT JOHN'5 ABBEY

December 12, 1996

Dear Abbot Timothy,

Happy Feast Day! I know yon have been very busy so I decided to take this
opportunity to updaie you on a few things aud to share some reflections as well,

At this point in my journey 1 have completed the first phase of my work at the
TDutversity of Minnesota and now meeét monthly with 2 follow-up grotp: The
experience has been very helpful for me personally and L appreciate all they did for
we. But I also admit that I worked very hard as well and have come to a deeper
understanding of myself and for that I am very thankful. ¥ also want to Thank You

for your support and prayers.

This has been an exciting autumn for me professionally as well, I greatly enjoyed
giving a preached retreat to the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in
LaCrosse in October. In fact it went so well that last week they invited me back in
March of 1998, ¥For the third time I will also be on the refreat team doing directed
retreats at the Villa Maria in Fromtenac this Spring, I always enjoyed by visits there
as confessor and it has blossomed as well. A few years ago I gave their Advent
retreat to their community. They have been a marvelons support for my venturing

in retreat work as well.

Sister Ephrem callod me last week to give the preached retreat at Saint Raphael’s
Convent in Sepiember of ‘97, she requested that I givé the similar retreat that [ gave
at Saint Scholastica Convent in October of ‘94, T feel honored to have heen asked.
Lastly the School Sisters of Notre Dame asked that T give one of their preached
retreats at Xing’s House in Buffalo the first weak of July ‘97. This has been a
marvelous blessing for me and have talked at fength with Sister Jcremy about this a5

" welland she has beer very supportive and encouraging for me.

The difficult point in my life at this time is the slowly weakening condition of my
Mom:Sheis-no-longer-able-to-wallewhile-at-the-same-time-Esee-her-walkimg-to-her
heavenly home in anticipation of Dad meeting her,” Our time Is extremely blessed
and am grateful for all the support I have on the journey as well, This will be the
first Christmas in 16 years that she will not be going home to visit family. Hence the
ctining holidays are bhittersweet for me.

Will close for now and I offer my prayers of support for you as well, Thanks for
your long hours of service to our community, way God Bless you with strength for

the journey.

7.y
CDLLBGE,VILL«E, MINNESOTA 56321-2018

i
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Kelly, Timothy

From: Hoefgen, Franals

Sent: Wadnesday, Aprll 30, 1987 10220 AM
To: Kelly, Timothy

Subjest: FW; Deep thanks

Abbot Timothy,

May | shate this with you? Basides her kind note stie has written and pledged $1200 to our guest
This Is unsoliched by me.

Fran

From: — .

Bant: “Thirsday, Aprit 24, 1997 437 PM
Tar g)nnrm- Fimrnily .
[+ '

Subject; Weap thanks

Father: Grestings In the Mame of our Lord Jesus! | an wriling this brief

HOtB o BXpress my pratibde but another fole is haded yeur wav Dy regutar
mall with @ gift ancicsed. | was wiih the slster of., .
und was your guest from Monday to Wednesday nis week. | havé NEVER EVER
neen treaed so gradiously (ull smahasis on “greoe” o thet woed) anyahere,
including the most expensive hotsls or even in the home of a relative. From
the-firsL minute to the last, the greatest delall to the smallest, {was.

mage to jee! that | was as weleome &8s the Lord Himself wauld have been to
you, | was a stranger and you truly welcomet me. 1 was upknown 1o you and
you treated e a8 If you knew.me. What 2 lesson In falth to be on the
receking end of such fiospitality - hat you would have the faith to pless

mie With generosiy and kindness and 1o take i on Faith that 1 matter enough
to be cared for- without having sver seep me. | foal that Hhave fruly been
with Christ- Him present fn you - and that He has loved me, with your hentis,

I do a Iot ¢f volurteerwork In pay chureh and community and | don't ofien
take fime 1o "take." Or maybe | mean to "raceive”. ltis certainlytrye
thatlit is mare blessed to give thai to recsive bul how fike our Losd ta use
His biessed irony to give g leason in “recuiving”, the lesser blpssing, to
téach us how much more meaningful is "giving" making that greaterblessing
even greater] | will hov b ableo cary the holy.expetience of being
. “givan to” with me every time | givé, and | will be indesoribably ‘
-~ - ~strepgthaned in my sommitment to the grace-sharing potential of giving, when -
# 15 done as unto Chilst - the way you gave 1o me 1his wesek. Alse how like
sl Lowd to t8ke your gift and make g hundred gifts of it through Impressing

use ftingd.

L Hstruthso much more deeply.on my mind by yoursxample, so.that cantake_.
that gift o others. Your hospllally is @ parable absullove. Bio book
could have taugrt me what | expefinced this week. If | say that | have seen
Chyist in dairy creamer, it Is more than humor, bt & delightful truth |
saw Him in the guest parier, the juloes, the cookies, the CHOICES oftea and
coffee, the EXPENSIVE sppies and fulls, the cleantiness, ihe books and
ghiahs — have seen Him in the Abbty dining room where an iffvisiils
presentce had a full banguet-spread 8t sach meal, the Host never appearing
put falt sverywhere; | have seen Him T crisp sheels aad Amist quits; |
have even saen Ml in the mirror cabipet i+ e bathroom where iy every
possitsie need had baen foreseen and mel, along with a loving note signed
"Guest Misster " How beautlful that my rame, "Guest” and His name, "Mastar”
come togather in that term that Jwill now always remnember with such lovs,

Page 1
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»Guest faster” You have truly been the Lord 1 this guest and | pray that

iy deep appreciation will bs understoed by you, for what you fiave doneto my
self, and through that, 1o my soul, May God iaugh with Holy Joy forsver when
He seos alt the heattty you have brought by your quigt and perfect

Benedicing hospiiatiy to His thidren who have come to you inthe gulse of
sstangers’, Thank you with alt of my heart,

Page 2
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Fr. Ray Ho

Father R d Hoefgen

has begun bis ministry as
pastor at Precious Blood
Parish in Stephienson and as
canonical pastor and Sacra-
mental minister 1o St. Bruno
Parish, Nadeau.

Father Hocfgen, a nalive
of the Birch Creek area, has
served parishes in several
communities including
Rapid River, Perronville,

ising, Kingsford, Saujt
Ste. Marie, Escanaba,
Rockland, Greenland,
Newberry, Vulcan, 5t.
Ignace, Mackinac Island and
Moran, A priest for 34
years, be also served eight
years as a chaplain at the
state hospital in Mewberry,
wo years as a prison chap-
lain and dig¢ missionary
work in Papama.

Three othets in his family
are invalved in the relipious
life of the church, he said.
His oldest brother, Brother
‘William, is a Salvatorian in
Californta and his youngest

n . Thirsany, Juty 24, 1997
20 . Yt Mehoriee Cs

brother, Father Fran, is a
Benedictine at St John's
Abbey, Collegeville, Mn.
His mother, widowed early,
raised her 12 children and
then entered a convent when
she was 71 years old. She is
now 91 years old and lives
in St. Cloud Mn. *I call her
Sister Elva,” Father Hoefgen
said, "and she calls me
Father Ray!*

Father Hoefgen, who came
to Stephenson from St
Charles Bowromeo Parish in
Rapid River, said that he is
“very happy and homored to
be here.”

efgen to minister at area churches

R
FATHER RAYMOND
HOEFGEN
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In full refreat at St John's Abbey http:/fwebserv1 startribune.com/cg,..g=STTR19&date=19-Oct-97& word=Abbey

[B Minnesota Orchestra [ Iverson's Scandinavian Imports

Published Sunday, October 18, 1987

In full retreat at St. John's Abbey

Chris Welsch / Star Tribune

& storvdtone.com Nearly 1,500 years ago near Rome, a Christian ascetic named
%%ﬁg{g Benedict founded an order of monks.

Telaiedin He wrote a simple, well-thought-out set of rules about how the monks
@ ;{ﬁiﬂm' 3 ﬁﬂé[& . " should live together and conduct themselves in the abbey.

[l Monasiic Mianuseript

TﬂL’bra Among the rules is this one: "All guests who present themselves ate
ﬁ% ST%}gng‘s Abbe to be welcomed as Christ, for he himself will say: I was a stranger

,......:.._._._._M.............._....mY. 1"
@8 St John's and St and you welcomed me.

Benedict
5 Tf}-é%%e.« of St. About 1,500 years later, I presented myself at a Benedictine

Benedict monastery 75 miles northwest of my home in 8t. Paul on a cold, gray

November Monday. The 95-book called "The Rule of Benedict" is
still in force; the welcome was as he wrote it.

The Rev. Francis Hoefgen, the soft-spoken,

smiling guest master of 81, John's Abbey, shook
my hand, escorted me to my room, and said: "Get

settled in. I'll bring you to noon prayer."

Seekers

In coming to St. Johr's, I was doing as pilgrims
have done for hundreds of years: seeking to
balance the tumult of the secular world with the
solace of a monastery, a place with the solitude
and silence one needs to think, pray or simply Rev. Francis Hosfgen
rest.

It's an old tradition that's gaining new followers; Kathleen Norris'
popular books about her experiences in monasteries ("Dakota" and
*The Cloister Walk™) have been followed by the publication of
guidebooks, telling travelers about monasteries, abbeys and retreat
centers open to visitors.

Most of them -~ 8t. John's included -- charge a nominal fee for room
and board that is well below what a chain motel costs. But unlike a
motel, St. John's Abbey is on 2,500 acres of forested land that
embraces a college campus, the world's largest collection of medieval
manuscripts on microfilm, a publishing house and a bakery, among
other things. ‘

As close as St. John's is to the Twin Cities, it was foreign territory.
I'm not Catholic, and while I've visited dozens of Buddhist and Hindu

l1of7 10/25/97 5:21 PM
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In full retreat at St. John's Abbey
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monasteries in Asia, I had never been in a Christian one in America.

But what brought me to St. John's was the same thing that piqued my
interest about the monasteries in Asia: an interest in people who have
time and silence in their lives, who have forsworn material goods and
sexual relationships to dedicate themselves to thinking about the
world, the divine and their relationships with both.

1 am not naive; I didn't expect that I'd cure all my disassociations or
perfect my relationship with the divine in four days. But I did want to
leam about St, John's, and, in the process, see what I'd find.

Prayer

Hoefgen knocked lightly on my door a half-hour later, We turned
down two hallways and entered the cathedral -- a masterpiece of
modern architecture designed by Marcel Breuer and completed in

1661.

We sat in the guest area in the pews, which are arrayed in a sericircle
facing a massive, honeycombed wall of stained glass. It acts.as a.
sieve of light, filtering rays of color into the cavernous, gray interior.

A fevwr monks were already seated, Others came down the center aisle.
Some young, some old. Some wore robes, others wore jeans-and
sweaters or suits and ties. The monks were mostly white, but there
were black and Asian monks, t0o. Also in our number were women,
children and farmers in seed caps -- the daily prayers are open to all.

The muted sounds of shuffling feet and books being opened filled the
air. Then, silence as the service began, The three daily prayers are
centered on the Psalms, which are read at each service,

There was no sermon, just our voices in call and response, punctuated
by long silences between each hymn or Psalm.

1 found myself reading aloud - with feeling ~- words written and
spoken thousands of years ago. Open the Bible to the Psalms aad you
find human voices speaking of heart-rending losses or glorious
victories with passionate anger and overflowing joy.

"By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept/when we remembered
Zion./ There on the poplars/we hung our harps,/for there our captors
asked us for songs./our tormentors demanded songs of joy./ . . . How
can we sing the songs of the Lord/while in a foreign land?"

The space of the unadorned, concrete cathedral - which seemed so
stark in the silence before the réading -- drew the words out of our
mouths; the space grew baroque with the music of language. It wasa
sweet, longing sound, our voicss resurrecting the miseries and hopes
of a people on another continent in a different age.

Soul tourists

After the prayer, Hoefgen joined me in the guest dining room for
Iunch.

10/25/97 5:21 PM
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In full retreat at St. John's Abbey hitp//webservl startribune.com/cg,..g=STTR19&date=19-Oct-97 & word=Abbey

An unimposing man of 46 years, he wore a thick brown sweater
adorned with a silver crucifix, He had thinning hair, a broad black
mustache and an easy, sincere smile. When he spoke, he chose his
words carefully, When he listened, he focused intently.

1 asked if he had any suggestions about how I should spend my time:
What does cne do on retreat?

He said he usually tells people not to set up a lot of expectations or
demands. The shock of going from = daily Hfe of constant input and
interruption into one of quiet solitude and prayerful ritual can be
enough to deal with.

"Sometimes people don't realize how tired they are until they get
here," he said. "Then they sleep for the first day or two.

"I tell them to give themselves the gift of solitude. Take a walk in the
woods, Sit down by the lake. See what happens. Inevitably,
something does.”

1 asked him if going on retreat had become more popular. He said it
bad -~ the abbey's guest rooms are often booked weeks in-advance -
and he mentioned that Kathleen Norris' books "Dakota” and "The
Cloister Walk" have created an awareness and curiosity sbout:
monastic life, "Cloister Walk” is largely Nowis' expetiences at St.
John's Abbey during two extended residencies there.

"] always ask people who call how they found out about us," he said,
"but I never know what they're going to say.

"One woman called from Gréen Bay wanting to stay, and [ asked her
where she heard about us. T'm embarrassed to say,' she said, 'but1
read about it in Glamour magazine.'

"I saw the article later," Hoefpen said. "It was an article about places
where women could getaway from it all. They described the abbey
as a 'spiritual spa.' "

We both laughed. Fifteen hundred years after Benedict set down his
rule, he's trendy.

The narrow path

True to Hoefgen's words, I was more tired than I thought, Without a
TV or radio, I ended up falling asleep by 8 p.m. and not waking up
until 12 houss later,

My ground-level room was simple - concrete brick walls painted
off-white, hardwood floors; a modern wooden desk, two single,
unadomed beds. It was the size of-a dorm or small motel room.
Granite bookends propped up a few religious books on the desk. The
north wall of the room was glass, which made me feel disconcertingly
exposed at first.

When I imagined going on retreat at a monastery, I envisioned a dark,

grotto-like room in the woods with a candle and a Bible for diversion.
Maybe one small window through which T could contemplate the

3of7 10/25/97 5:21 PM
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In full retreat at St. John's Abbey httpi/iwebserv] startribune.com/cg...g=STTR19&date=15-Oct-97&word=Abbey

mysteries.

This wall of glass let the whole community into my room. One side
of the view was dominated by the entrance to the Great Hall ~ St.
John's cld cathedral. On the other rose the massive concréte banner
that fronts the new cathedral. Students and monks walked by on their
way to classes or work.

I the guest dining room, | ate Grape Nuts and a banaua by myself
while eavesdropping on a priest at a different table as he told a story
about falling asleep at the wheel and skidding into a ditch.

I went back to my room, put on some boots and headed into the
woods that surround the abbey. Light fog had descended.

1 walked along the original St. John's entrance road to the Stone Gate,
which once marked the entrance to the abbey. I passed through it
onto an empty, quiet footpath.

The thick forest is made up of many varieties of hardwoods -- oaks,
basswood, ash, maple - along with several stands of pine planted by
the monlks, who first came here in 1856, The tangle of trees was
reduced to simpler terms by the fog, which rendered everything into
shades of gray, except for the ground, freshly covered with falien
leaves in various shades of brown and gold.

It was cool but not cold. The trees without leaves became other things
entirely, Hands, legs, twisted bodies. A knot in a birch tree stared
back at me like a wise eye.

It was an aimless walk, and I didn't see another soul, but my
conversations with myself followed the steady falling of my feet, one

after another.

I couldn't escape the metaphors in what I was seeing. When the trail
disappeared into the fog, it recalled Buddhist and Christian warnings
about the difficulties of "the narrow path." It seemed & fitting symbol
for a soul searching; we're lucky if we get to see that much -- a trail in
the fog -- to provide direction.

Work and pray

As I got'to know St. John's better, I began to feel the familiarity that
makes a place seem like home. I didn't want to hide in my room; the
big window seemed less and less like an invasion of privacy and
more and more like a connection 0 a comfortable community where I

was welcome,

Or -the first day at 8t John's, I found myself daunied by the silence; 1
hear péople's voites, the noise of cars, music, advertisements all day,
every day. From the moment the clock radic wakes me up until I furn
off the news before bed, there are-constant diversions,

It took a couple of days until all those voices -- and the need for them
-- dissipated, and then I found the silehce peacelul and inferesting. It
made room around each interaction -- be it the prayer services, a
conversation, something I'd read -- to think about it, to appreciate it,

4 of 7 10/25/97 5121 PM
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In full retreat at St, Johm's Abbey
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to be grateful for if,

My days fit neatly into the thythm of life in the abbey. I got up in
time for morning prayer at 7 am., and with a good dose of the anger,
passion and joy of the Psalims, was wide awake by the time [ sat down
for breakfast, I went for walks, I read, I worked, taking photos and
interviewing people at the monastery. I learned about St. Benedict,
whose presence is strong at St. John's,

As much as is possible, the monks live according to "The Rule of S§t.
Benedict." He set down his ideas on communal living during a
turmaltuous time and place: Rome in the Sixth Century, The
crumbling empire was besieged by enemies on many sides. Little is
known of Benedict's life. He lived for a time as a hermit in a cave
outside Rome; he had a religious epiphany, and he founded this order
of Christian monks. He left behind a few writings, most importantly
"The Rule.”

While some of the harsher dictates have been modified (monks can
have some personal possessions, for example, and they no longer
sleep all in one place - they have their oW rooms), other rules stand.
For example, most of the monks stil take a turn at helping to serve
meals.

Dwring meals, the monks eat in silence while one brother reads aloud,
as Benedict instructed. But nowadays the reading isn't always from
the Bible. Hoefgen invited me to-dine in the cloister twice, and during
the time I was there, a monk was reading from Norris' "Cloister
Walk."

The silence was broken by laughter more than once during the
chapter headlined "Monks and Women," which begins: "It is, of
course, a tangled history."

Seribes

In 1,500 years, some traditions have transmogrified in interesting

ways. One can be witnessed at the Hill Monastic Manuscript Library,

The director of the library, the Rev. Eric Hollas, said that in the early
days of the abbeys, before the invention of movable type, religious
writings had to be copied by hand. Many brothers worked as scribes,
copying sacred texts into calfskin books and illustrating them with
intricate, colorful paintings (hence the term “illuminated
manuscripts"}).

Hollas and the library staff are continuing that work in a setise, by
microfilming illuminated manuscripts stored in European monasteries
and archives, When I was at St. John's, thelibrary had teams at work
microfilming manuscripts in Malta and Switzerland. Since ifs
inception in 1965, library staff members have filmed more than
85,000 volumes; they are working on making them available online.

It's part of the continuity that Benedictines seek, Hollas said, working
10 save the labor of their brothers in antiguity. What those brothers

did in the past, copying texts by hand, Hollas and his crew do now
with modern techniques, copying manuscripts onto microfilm and

10/25/97 5:21 PM
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In full retreat at St. John's Abbey
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CD-ROMs.

"Our goal was 1o make sure that if there's another cataclysm like
World War II, there'd be a place these writings could survive,” Hollas

said.
Pottery

Another place to see the ethic of St. John's at work is in the pottery
studio, where Richard Bresnahan -- who is not a monk, but a sort of
artist-in-residence - crafts museum-quality ceramics.

He sees his studio, tucked into a ground-level brick building on the
edge of campus, as a place to educate people. If you want to buy one
of his teapots, cups or vases, you'll hear hun or oneof his apprentices
talk about how it was made and the ideas behind it

While working ot a bowl at a potter's wheel, Bresnahan explained
how his work is connected to the pattemns of nature, His students
harvest clay, clean and process it themselves. They make glazes out
of plant ash -- sunflower, flax straw, navy bean straw. The cells that
gave the plants their color are still there, and the elements reemerge
through the heat of the kiln.

"Ninety-five percent of the work is preparation, and having respect
for the matenials provided," Bresnahan said. The work at the pottér's
wheel and {11 the kiln are just the finishing touches.

He doesn't hide his contempt for industrially processed clay and
chemical glazes. He describes them as wasteful products of a soulless
system. "They have no relationship to the food that will go in the

pot."

By making all the ingredients of the pot, and being familiar with the
whole process, from digging clay to cutting wood to fire the giant kiln
across the road, Bresnahan and his students connect with a broader
cycle, he said, "If you don't have a deep regard for the environment,
how ean you have any regard for yourself or anyone else?"

Bresnahan, a graduate of St, John's, described how Benedictines
value stewardship of resources, self-sufficiency and a view toward
future generations; those qualities have made his studio a good fit at
the abbey.

When he asked the monastery to fund the harvest of a 300-year
supply of good-quality clay from an abandoned roadway, it agreed.

"The Benedictines have been here for 1,500 years -- they don't get all
panicked every time there's a crisis," he said. "So to them, acquiring
300 years' worth of ¢lay doesn't seem all that odd."

Souvenir of solitude

On my last day at the abbey, I visited Father Fran Hoefgen one last
time, in his small basement office. The room was covered with
framed photographs that he'd taken in places as close as the woods
near the abbey and as far away as the Holy Land.

10/25/97 5:21 PM
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1 told him how nervous I'd been on the first day about silence and
solitude, and how relaxed and clear-minded I felt four days later, I

said I'd probably be back.

He again talked about the shock of going fiom the frenzy of secular
life to the relative solitude of the monastery.

"People are forced to rely on their own resources. That's often hard.

"As monks, we realize that if we're not comfortable with ourselves in
solitude, then it's no wonder that other people are not comfortable
with us, either,” :

I asked him what kind of responses he normally gets from people on
retreat for the first time.

"Gratitude," he said, and paused. "The gift they take away with them
is some peace. And all we do is provide a place where they can open
themselves up and find it."

& Copyright 1997 Star Tribure. All rights reserved.
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Priest & Religious Jubilees

BROTHER GEORGE

BROTHER PATRICK

FATHER HOEFGEN

FATHER KWATERA

Eight St. John’s monks will note anniversaries of profession

COLLEGEVILLE — Xight Benedic-
tine monks of St. John's Abbey will cel-
ebrate profession anniversaries on Sat-
urday, July 11. Two monks professed
first momnastic vows 60 years ago, in
1938; four professed first vows 50
vears ago, in 1948; and two professed
first vows 25 years agg, in 1973,

60-year jubilarians
Father Benedict Nordick
Birthplace: Kent
Assignments: .
* 8t. John's print shop, 1938.46
* Abbey beekeeper, 1946-47

+ Maintenance, carpentry and care of
the goat berd, St. Augustine’s Monas-
tery, Nagsau, Bahamas, 1847-51 and
1952-57

» (ardenmer and mechanics teacher,
monastery and scheol of San Antonio
Abad, Humacao, Puerto Rico, 1951:52
» St. John's carpenter shop, 1957-59

« St. John's blacksmith shop, 1959-61
e Farm, taflor shop and kitchen, St
Maurs Priory, South Union, Ky., 1961-71
» Studied for priesthood, 1974-78;
ordained in 1978

= Subprior of the Kentucky monastery
and pastora] work in Kenttcky parish-
es, 1978-88

s Currently lives zt St. John's Abbey
where he makes crucifixes and canes
for golden jubilarians

wok$
Father George Wolf
Birthplace: Rockville

Assignments:

» Seminary studies; ordained a priest
in 1944 .

« Asgipned to St..Augustine’s Monas-

tery, Nassau, Bahamas shortly afteror-

dination and has remained in Bahamas
ever since. He has served as associate
pastor and pastor of several parishes,
including St: Francis Xavier Cathedral,
Nagsau; Sacred Heart Church, Nassau;
and parishes on the Bahama Family Is-
lands of Exuma, Bimini, Noith Eleu-
thra and Harbour Island. }e has also
served ag bursar and consultor for the
Diocese of Nassau, supervising the
building of a dozen schools, churches,
convents and rectories

+ Business and plant manager, St. Au-
gustine’s Monastery and College, Nas-
sau, 1972-91; subprior of the monas-
tery until 1997

» Currently takes a Bahamasair flight
each weekend to the island of Exuma
where he is pastor of St. Teresa Church

A
50-year jubilarians
Brother Michael Laux
Birthplace: Menasha, Wis,
Assignments:

» St, Jobn's paint shop, gardens, green-
houvse and grounds, 1948-54

= St. Mary’s Mission, Redlake, 1954-
72; 197475

s San Acotoniec Abad Monastery and
School, Hiimacao, Puerto Rice, 1972-74

* Security officer, St. John's Univer-
sity, 1975-80
* Director, Life Safety Services, 3t.

John's, 1980-92

« Since retirement in 1992, he serves
as a driver for residents of the abbey's
‘health and retirement center

‘ o
Father Hilary Thimmesh
Birthplace: Osakis
Assignments:

* Seminary studies; ordained a priest
m 1954

« Graduate studies in English, Cornel}
University, Ithaca, N.Y., earning a
doctorzl degree in 1963

» Professor of English since 1958

= Director of pre-seminary students,
St. John's, 1956-61

* Director of Benedictine oblates,
1964-61

» Assistant academic dean, St. John's
University, 1965-67

« Academic dean, St. John’s Univer-
sity, 1967-69

* Chair of English department, Bt.
John's University, 1976-78

« Apogtolic administrator, St. Martin's
Abbey, Lacey, Wash., 1978-80

* Prior, St. John’s Abbey, 1980-82

¢ President, 5t. John's University,
1982-91

EE
Brother George Primus
Birthplace: Melrose
Assignments:

» Bookbinder for The Liturgical Press
of Collegeville, 1948-50

= St. John's business office, 1948-50

= Tailoring and care of daity herd, St.
Maur’s Priory, South Union, Kentue-
ky, 1950-55

+ Tailor, St. John's Abbey, since 1856;
and part-time work in the abbey gar-
den and apple orchard

A
Brother Patrick Sullivan
Birthplace: Ivarhoe;, Minn.
Assignments:

= 5t John's butcher shep, blacksmith
shop, plumbing shop, dairy herd, 1948-52

» Machine shop, laundry, bookstore at
San Antonio Abad Monastery and
School, Humacao, Puerto Rico, 1952-64
* Returning to St. John's in 1964, he
alternated assignments in the electri-
cal department and on the maintenance
eraw of Benilde-5t. Margaret Hipgh
Sehnol, St. Louls Park
bt .
25.year jubilarians

Father Francis Hoefgen
Birthplace: Menominee, Mich:
Assignments:
* Theology and seminary studies at St.
John's School of Theology and Semi-
nary; ordained to the priesthood in 1979
» Agsociate pastor, St. Boniface Church,
Cold Spring, 1979-84
+ Associzte pastor, St. Boniface Church

and then 5t Elizabeth Ann Seton
Church, Hastings, Minn., 1984-92

0SB monks, cont. on page 23
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IN JOYFUL REMEMBRANCE |
OF MONASTIC PROFESSION.
July 11, 1998

Jubilarians

j

!

|

|

1938 }

Benedict Nordick, 058 |

‘George Wolf, OSB {

1248

Michael Laux, OSB ;
Hilary Thimmesh, OsB

George Primus, OSB }

Patrick Sullivan, O3B ;

:

§

i

i

H

1973
Francis Hoefgen, 0SB
Michael Kwatera, OSB

Solemn Profession :

John Brudney, OSB
Edward Vebelun, OSB
Paul-Vincent Niebauer, OSB

“Letthem preferoothing whatover to Chirfst,
ard ay e bring s il 1o everfasiing Wa s
Rule of Benedict 72.1 -1

i

REV. FRANCIS HOEFGEN, O.S.B.

Return to: Fr. Daniel Durken, OSB
St. John's Abbey ‘
Collegeville, MN 56321 e

e bt

In joyful remembrance of our
Solemn Profession

11 July 1976

Peter Stanger
Francis Hoefgen
. Adam Kochlin
Michael Kwatera
Justin Lombardo
Jason Griffith

monks of Saint john's Abbey

Francis F. Hoefgen, O.8.B.
Monk of St. John’s Abbey

Ordained a Priest

June 22, 1979
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Sunday, Feb. 21, 1599
e 7€0: 21, 1399

Titanic sounds its voice for first time in 8 decades

Crowd of more than
. 80,000 gathers for
historic moment

ST PAUL (AP)— The voice of
the Tivanic, sileused for dlmost §7
yeaxs, boomed deep and steady
as one of the ship’s bionze whis-
‘tles recovered from the ocean
Hioor was scunded twice Savar.

day.

Thousands of peaple standing
iRty streets responded with
cheers, applavse and whistles
after the Isecond biasts, which
Gesurred ahout two Mk gt
shordyafter4 pan

The fres whistlesouriding deve-
mory was held outside the old

Usndon Depot where ather arti-
aigts from the Titanic are on dis:
Py

’Thm,’sgreat,tha{tmt.t}m’s

grear” enthused Thomas Gould-
ngof Maplewood, who'said he
bz been intrigued Theanic
sinee he heard stories about the
!sungen oean lineras e boyin e
an

I fove it Pyeslways been fastl

nated with the sea,” Goudding 4

said,

Police ssrimared the crowd
on/the.cold but sumny afternoon
1o be between 80,000 and
100,008 — much higher than
the 2,000 1¢'3,000'crganizers
bagd predictad,

Songs like “Mon Coeur 00
vie A Ta Voix® (My Heart At Thy

K

Sweet Voice) and orhers thar
sere plaged by The White Star
Orehestra as the ship sank were
piped ints the crowd while it
waited for the Ihree-bell whistle
to sommd.

“Let the memory of the Titanic
bencrabout the failure of tedimol-
ogy but about the enduring great-
ness of e inan i
Noim Colemazn said.

The Rev. Francis Heofgen of Bt.
Joho's University blessed the
three-bell whistle and led a
moment of prayer before it'was
spupded.

Heofzen’s presence. was fittidg
because ongof the Txmmc wiee
Hiims was a Bepedictine monk,
Joseph Peruschits, who was
Boumd for 8¢, John's Abbey where

he was going 1o teach at the
preparatory. sthool -in Col
legaville, Pernschitz was said to
he sne of fwo priests whe, ai the
very end, gathered pastengers
around them on deck as the ship
Tegan fo sink.

Afrer the whistls ‘sounded;
three bursts of fireworks were set

off from the.roof of the depoi to

replicate the distress flares that
wete sent from the ship.

¥or Jan Johmsoy, a 45yearold
English teacher from Estelline,
8.5, the sound of thewhistie was
4 fitting cay (o a day of touring
the éxhibit, which includes such,
artifacts as Jetters and jewelry, as
well as guorations from passen-

gers.
*The quiotations and the arti-

facts gave me the diflls” she satd.
“And hearing the whistles gavens
a chnnce 1o be ‘part of history.

ley’ll probebly never sound

Toaveid damags, workels sent
compressed air vather than steam
throngh the 750-pound whistle
and used Jess prassire thar ftwas
designed to withstand,

Alr was blown through the
whistle during tesis Jast week to
make-sure i wouldw erack from.
age and decades submetged in

-saltwater:

Lacal promoter Ereh Mische
said bisresearch shows the last
tiime one Of the Titanicy whistles
was heartd was 12:15 am, April
15,1912, after the Kner's collision
with the ireberg.

AP PHCGTO

St Paul Mayor Norm Cole-
man defivered a speech at
Saturday's ceremony:
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Kelly, Timothy

To: Hoefgen, Francis

Subject: RE: Juna Guest Mastar.
Father Fran:

The-prayers and blessings of ma and the community go with you, This will b & great time of growth for yau end
through you for so many others: Keep In louch and know that you will be missed. Thanks for imaking the summer

arrangements. | look forward fo your retun.
Abbot Timothy

s tininal Message
From: Hoslgen, franc

Sant: SaEind_?y, gy 22, 1508 10:08 AM
To; Kally, Timathy

Subjseti dugio Gues! Mastar

Abbal Timathy, . .
A litlle Updlale on plans. As we tatked last December, | lalked wilh Francisco atter the st of the yest for him lo

covar the Guest Master office white | arm studying af Crelghlon this June. Becsuse of his recent dlagnosis Michae! Blk
i= also helping him with Ihis task. | beffeve they are well prepared, sl lzast Cisco s, This Spring Is wrole up a Guest
Master Handbpok with the insirlictions for all thel Is done here. Thankfully & number of: monks as helping with the bus
{ours, currently. 27 are schaduled for the summer. Father Wiifred, Brennan, Allen Tarlton, Michae! BIK, and Jason are
helping. ' ' '

My program beging next wask with an 8-day directed relreat at the Creighton Retraat Center outside of Omaha,
It's @ wondarful way to prepare for the progrem and 1o unwind, There are s0 many delalls to gel covered before | leave

antt | blieve all is-sst. _
Fwarnded o again thank you for your support and permission to lake part In this program for giving retreats and
spiritual diraction, | hope and belleve it will be a blessing for e and for the communily In terms of future guests who
will come to our new guest house, The program Is for 3 or 4 summers but since | am only golng far June it will
?mtzabty he four Junes, If you have any questions pisase lst me know and 11| get right back {o you. 's an exclting fime
or me.and alsofest like It is the right tme for fre. I'm really glad [ wailed uritl Mon went homé® before baginning this

programn. Now she can halp me from: har place-of glory,

Shalom,
Fran

Francly Hoefgen, (BB

Salnt Jabna Abbd

Box 2015 Guegt Moster

Collogeyviia, MN 56321

Tel £320) 363-2673 Fax |350) 3632504
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IRDAY
2, 2002

62 high
47 low
ZAST, 68

AING
1DAY

trip back
I, thanks
sus data
atday's

-er Press

MANKESQTA'S FIRET WEWSEATRR

Tredtment, but
no charges,
came after a

St Cloud-area

priest admitied:

to sex mthw :

ateen- agcr

And then he

returned to
ministry.

BY }‘M?‘SBPRMAN
Fitnger Press’

-Although this Rev, Francls Hust
gent sdmitted: to-potiee iu 1984 thar
he“had Seudfmenaters Wil g
teen-apes i thg Bt Cloug ares, the
Stearns County Attorney’s Office
dsd DuL prosecute the Cathalie

Haefgem 51, 1% one of 18 monks

o pritsts livipe under restrictions

- 88t $6hw'e Ahbey o Collegeville

berayse of aflegations or admis-
sfois of vetdal abuse: Hoefgen is

inkzis ef‘ &t the abbns' and.
refreats at Villa

i tidnd Conférente Cen-
taf nem Pantenac. He cectined to
comment for {hs article.

aventil ghestion as the pation-
wide story of the Catholic Charel's

handling  of

atiuse  allegations

unfolds is why rigve priests weren't

prossouted. fn

many cases, the

answer is that the abuse 2liegations
were never veguited o ypolice or
weré reparted alier the statule of
liftations had gxpired. But in Hoel
pen's case, suthorities kmew zbout

ihe allegationg

apd iad a confes-

NEVER !‘RASPLU'TE») RS

ose

“RELATED STORI

w The cuerent seandal is

~sprgmpringtuictin frem ma

~ {aiths to corme torward.

"Faith, Page 108

" Mitwackee Archbishon
Rembert Weakland plans &

_public apalagy. Page 104
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Klassen, John

From: .

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2002 1:00 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject; new horizons...

Dear Abbet John,

I'm abie to see a bit more clearly after . visit and woulid like to share to core insights with you in ordert to find some
peace. | recognize her willing participation in what happened to her bere, yet t'm also aware of how vulnerabile she was.
However, it is the point where this impinges on me that | want to address here. i've been touching her pain in order {o
get In touch with my own. | need to separate out my own pain in order to be able to let i go. This has been a problem,
though, since her pain is directly linked o mine since | befieve that she 'ran for help’ at a moment when my problems with
the SOT were particularly acute. But now, with so much time passed, and with her own life on the mend, | feel [ can
move forward with my own as well,

The way 1o do this, though, is 1o note that both of us hiave experienced g similar kind of wound... that is of going 1o
someons who reprasents the Churehand asking for help and getting stuck in a situation where the opposite happens,
where the person in power does the wrong thing and makes the situation worse rather than befter. This is a really painful
experience that goes to the core of one’s being. It becomes really hard to trust the Church after that, and this makes it
very difficult tp find a reason for life itself, since the Church is ourway {0 God. I'm being direct here because [ wani fo
touch this wound at its. deepest point. | am trying to leam from.  pain what it is that | need to face in my own case, and
1 want to direct my attenlion to the SOT without having to speak of it in relation to her. | had previously tried to tefl-you all
the detalls of what went wrong with my grogram, and why | have so dittle trust in the SOT at this point. | have no idea
whal you did with that information, or even if | was able to explain the situation well enough for you 10 understand what it
was that 1 actually experienced.

At this point, though, things are improving. 've beeh able fo read and write some of what | came here locking for. in
the process 've come to understand seme of the divisions within the SOT that t was caught in. My theotogy is one that
explicitly offers reconciliation to these people, and it points to a path beyond the argument that is life giving. Because |
am now better able to take up this new vision in my own life | am no fonger so dependent on the SOT to "give me this
visien®.  Pye baen ableto find my own'way inte theology and am now trying t0 work around those who had originatly tried
to- stop me from watking down this path. In fact, |.doubt now if they undersiood enough of where | was geing to even
know what it was they were rejecting. However, this unwillingness to accompany me was not ever made very clear.
That has been the source of my pain, since | was continually giving of myself and getting only silence and negative
grades. Instead of academic dialogue, | experienced only a stream of negative criticism about my emational state,
which, of course, produced what they were expecting of me. Thenwhen  fell, | jost-all hope. | knew that she had been
reacting to this academic double speak by refusing to work on her own research project... then it got so much worse, |
reafly felt betrayed by her, and this came on top of everything else...

Can you see more clearly now what it was that was pulling me down? It was a maller of being vuinerable, first of gl
But now I'm not so vulnerable, 1'm not sure how | got back on the path, but 'm traveling down it again and with a most
wonderful vision. Maybe now | can work on reestablishing some positive relationships with the SOT. | don't need much,
just the freedom to continue my studies and fo complefe them. Thanks to my job in the retirement center | can pay for
the extras classes...and | give of my labor there most gladly. | gusss | just wanied to write you so that | can challenge
myself to keep going down this path... and to face the pain that had stopped me previously.

| would hope, though, that the SOT could recognize what they did to me, and in general ieam how to be mare
sensitive (o the needs of individual students and to try not meke their own particutar theologies “live" in the words of their
sludents by presenting them i ¢lass as unrivaled “truth”. Such victories are cheap and o nowhere. They are like hungry
hugsin a dark hall. These poor studenis dom't know enough 1o take on the whole of the argument, so they end up saying
violent things without realizing what they are dolng. Yes, there is a kind of rape here, 1o use some very strongwords. It
is indeed the Truth that we gre studying, but more so, it is ocur path to the future. It is whal we are going to put our hope
in. It's not too hard o figure out after awhlite if it really doesn't lead to a heatthy space. To teach theology to such
students is a huge responsibiity,

{ hope that things are getting better in the last year or so since | first experienced getting caught up in these "theclogy
wars’, One cannot be so aaive as 1o deny that such divisions exist in the Church, but itis an entirely different matter to
further them, and especially by such dubious means. If there is any hope for me now in the Church, it is in this
opportunity 1o find a way for theologians to come tegether and help build 2 common, healing 'school of the Lord's
service'... a place where we car really learn from each other about God, That's rea! love. There has just got to be some
Giood-News heré somepiace, and some way to respect what each parson brings to the table. In my experience il really
helps to isten to people like Sro. Julius, and to the poordirect. This heed not lead to Marxist thinking, or anything that
would aylamatically be ‘anti-rich’. God knows the heart; sothere is nothing automatic here.  it's just that everyone needs
to be at the table in onder for the fuliness of the truth to become visible. My theology reaches for this fuliness with the

1
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help of sams really good new theologians who happen to be Hispanic. And | want to thank you, Cisco and Gad for
helping me find this path. That's enough for one letter.
Peace and continued prayer,

-—Criginal Message-----

From: Klassen, John

Sent: Tueedav. Auoust 21, 2001 3:16 PM
To: .

Subject: Some questions...

Hello

over the past weeks you have wrilten a number of e-mail messages to me and | have not been able to respond
promptly. Coming back from vacation | was immediately confronted with the backlog of work, Father Athanase's
death and funerai, and you know the iist goes on.

1 do think we should meet to talk about our plans for the future, Tomorrow is pretty well gone, | am gone all day
Thursday, butthere is room on Friday. Let me know if something here works for you. Abbot John
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Klassen, John

From:
Sent: vwednesday, February 20, 2002 10:58 AM
Ta: ilassen, John

Subject: update

Dear Abhot John,

Thinas nave shifted substantially since | wrote you Sunday. 'm back in a seriously vuinerable position, or polentially
0. Informed me that either or . and: {or both) were planning on insistina that one of them be on my
comps boaru. This is after a clear, but merely verbal message was given to me through eanly last fall thal they had
five people that would aualify to be on my hoard to fill the two required systematics positions... and thet f wouldir have fo
have either or.  onmyhoprd. This last minute insistence that either or  be on the board goes against
what they had promised. { understand their desire to have a “non-moral theologian® on the board, but the probiem rests
on the prior record of both and  in refation to my particular case.

| have taken the matter to the President's office, asking only that the previous promise made to me be honored. |
have absolutely no desire 10 confront either or  with any formal charges, despite her having breeched
confidence speaking to an outsider about me without my permission and in a manner that slandered my character, and
his inaction on this matier which was associated with an aggressive counter threat against me whereupon he informed
me that my theology was *idolatrous™. | wish oniy to quietly complete my degree with facuity who are more reutral and
collaborative. At this point, If | am forced to have sither ar’  oh my board, | would want to have a lawyer
present, or at least someone independent of their adminstrative sphere and knowledgeable of the theological details who
could protect me from further abuse.

I understand that these sorts of problems ought to be brought to the President’s attention. So that is what | have
done. However, | told the secretary that Bro. Dietrich might went to consult with you as well. As always, | trust you to
know what is best, and don't wish to mention to anyone else under you any of the details that | have shared with you over
the last year if it is not absolutely necessary.

{ just thought you'd like to know how | am addressing this iatest problem so that you and Bro. Dietrich can deal with it
in an orderly mannar.
Peace and lots of prayer,

~=Qriginal Messagg---—-

From: Klassen, John

Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2001 3:16 PM
To:

Subject: Some questions...

Hello

over the past weeks you have written a number of e-mail messages o me and | have not been able to respond
promptly. Coming back from vacation | was immediately confronted with the backlog of work, Father Athanase's
death and funeral, and you know the list goes.on.

{ do think we should meet to talk about our plans for the future, Tomorrow is prefty well gone, | am gone all day
Thursday, but there is room on Friday. Let me know if something here works for you. Abbot John
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NEWS

Never

feanrinued)

stun in hand - less than 2 vear
after the sexuad incidents ok
plane. A Lounty DEOAECULOT &iin.
oly decided not to dle chargesiy
theease.

The case helps shed ¥ght
hovw allégations of abuse by
priest were handed in at fi
oie ¢ase, in 8 smyl, close-kd
CHCHE commimity woeee o
weilice chiel had to interiogs
Wy own priest and admitily
Halar that e worrigd about i
2fert of negative publfoine
he thorch.

Two eriminal oy professy
interviewed for this slory. 33
Hoefgen. would huave  Bobn

TRERESk-T

=3

charged wday. But in the 1980s,
they sgree, authgriiies would
have bteen veluckant @ prose-
cufe a priest

s pinclear Dow Jong & took
the county attorsey’s office to
drop the case, bul Prosecutat
Patrick Strom wrote 4 memo [
1885 — move than two years
aRer hig offic received the case
-— tisrjne ressons (or not prose-
cuting ' Hoefgen Strom drgusd
that the allsgations did net Gt
the statutes and that {he. prlest
nad  ¢ompleted  (realment.
Strom was nol avalabie for
comment regarding the reino
and s unelear why there 15
two-vear gap between the date
his office received the case and
whe the meme was writlen

Thé wictim, now . 3ayear-old
Minneapolis resident who did
et avant to be parmed, said In an
Iolerview this week that he
later woodzred why oo action

FROM PAGE 1A

was taken againgt Hoefgen But
a the e e yeporied the incd-
dents, he didn't nnderstand that
the priest was under investiga-
ton When he was called info
the principals office and
quizzed by police abovt i's tela-
tionshin with the priest, the vie-
tirn said he thought authotities
were invesligaling him.

“1 thougn! it was all me, that
1 wag the one who was 4 bad
persen,” he said.

Hoefgen was an assuadste
pastor at 5t Bonifage churchin
Cold Spring newr St Olwed o
15984 vrhen pedics learned aboit
the allegations of sexual sbuse,
aecoiding to sourt vecords. Ha
vras senb tu 31 Lake matilule in
Maryland for treatmant foc sev-
aral monihs and |

3

Hogigen lelt ihal post tn 1382
when the victio fled a oivii suil
n Daketa County Diserict Gt

A judge dismissed the st
against Heefgen and the ehuroh
ia 1888 because the statule of
Tnmitations had expired

somecng for loving scmeone,”
the viciio recsunied o a 1993
deponiltion.

Toay, the: victim feely the
priest preyed ¢n his uncertainty
cvernls sexunl Hentine

"I thonght-he was  redlly
graat guy, someone who under-
stood we and waswt putiing sy
PIEGSULE on e SOMmeone very
supportive” g said

After tesving the hospital,
the teen-ager Mticued home
beieily. But after fighting with
his parents, he wmoved i with
Hoefgen for o [ew wesks, the
victhn told lawyers during his
deposition. Several manlhs Jater
tise teenager fold a paychologist
what had hizppened. Foliowing
the state's m;ujdatory repurting
law, the psyehologist reporied
the pifegation o 8. soclal worker
who contacied Cold  Spring
po!u:c 1 March 1054

gen
W”fund}&d Ao
fppaned oFALSEX Or-him.in 1583,
according to the coury rezord
When Hoelgen gave bi -
a0 iter” i1

“A REALLY GREAT GUY" ™Fid b ot the nﬁb?&"é&%ﬁﬂm

\he vicirn  Best  recsied

meeting Hoolgen wien the
priest visited blin i & bosplied
in St. Clond afler he attempted
sofeide In 1983, conrt records
show The teen-ager told the
priest that he worried shat e
was gay.

"He :said Lhat that was O
because Gool  couldn't hate

it was hig fault, Asked by
}%ﬁibﬁhes wﬁy “he ol n&'t

[gg;,%-{s%; qist did mot

wﬁ@wﬂlﬂ&"‘n

Hoefgea gave the police chiet
s stodlar aceownt: He sald he
performed oral sex on the {een-
eger and tonched his genitals
tivice, court records  show
When Konz asked the ypriest
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what bad come gver him, Lie
said he was trying 0 reach out
Ly the troubled teen, secording
to eourt vecords.

In an interview eariier this
week, Konz sald Hoefgen was
s priest, Asked whether it wag
swlward to fnferrogate his own
priest, Konz said; "Il was ong of
tha hardest Bngs T éver had 9
do. T ndways bked Mo

Kemz: lurned over the gasgto
Connry Atwormey Reggr Van
Heel and dispigsed B with him
i Murch 1884 abcording Lo the
courl reeord? wl'm! Konz con-
firmed 0 anierylew ‘this
weels. Konz S il e noveresrd
ahout it fomiie county stfor
ney agaih, -

Konz wanted to got the pas-
for out' of thwn, and pghed
chureh  offiedaly 1F*Bere ™ woe
stemething they eould do, conrt
records showe When gbbey offi-
oials seld they could sond Hoet
gen to St Like's for' treatment,
Konz asked for aysurances thet
the priest would be made syafl-
alde to answer any ghalges.
Those cliErges never cama,

Wher he wos deposed In. lhe
civil sult, Bong asld st the tme

of his investigotion bs wae con-

cernid aboul the bopast on the
aymmunily

“There's so maty small peo-
#e in a small town Uke this,

e gy en - eriet-tioefgeny...menis-foreriminul sean_con.

And maybe he had it coming,
but that wasp't the way things
were handled in thoge days. ...
My concern was what it would
do to the feith communily. I
knew that Lhad o job to do sad J

;anoifwr priege  with
alge In @ gephvkle odse Ih

thok my statements and wy
paperwork angd irned it aver bo
the county atloyney ond T'm
fing o hring e chargoes
againgt the guy, bl b owoiid
eather not blov 1t up You katw
hoy the news media is”

YCOVER YOUR BUTT
MEMOY

wen Vay Heel, whnds sifl)
A ,,thr' eounbyALOEneY, AVas
s:mstmisd ihis week, he said he
didwd recudd, the igvestigarion
Fe guid documunts had boen,
dastroyed because the case iy
more thitn 10r yanps, ol hen
faxed. 8 copy - of dhevmemo that
Bsploins why -the, case A
dropped, Van . Heel sald bis
agdistant Pawdel Slrom bad
written it
wyan Heels offize 44l charge
sextml

100 Puther ol Ganinervas
charged  withsfourtindogeet
criiinal sexuglnonductaRerhe
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clergy.
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and prosecutors did nob discuss
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Hieity ahoul priests. The vietim
sald he agreed U6 an Inferview

alter a co-worker lold him
“sllence  makes 1t happen
sgain.”

The vietim suid he =Ul an
fers from deprosaion every sum-
mor — the (e of year Lkt
abtse took piace, TIE RS Eonid.
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CHBUE CRlteeh; If he sees B
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to turn: e chaimol,  And the
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

CFFICE OF THE ABBOT

June 12, 2002

Father Fran Hoefgen, 0SB
Saint John’s Abbey

Dear Father Fran:

T know that this haes been o very ditficull and challenging fime for you and for the whele
pommuyity.

Because Saint John's is a very beausiful place with great facilities, we arttract und have
developed outstanding programming for young people each summer. Thus, thousands of
kids and teenagers come Lo our campus each summer, Because of all the negative
publicity that we have received this apring, Jeaders of thise various programs contacted
me and asked e to speak directly o the 1ssue of safety for the young people involved in
these programs, specifically the Leadership Camps at Prep School, Youth in Theology
and Ministry (YTM), National Catholic Youth Choir (NCYQ), and Anencalest 2002,
So Imads some promises to these groups, stch as the following:

It 15 the poliey and commitment of Saint John's Abbey to protect all childran end

vinerable adults from abuse by members of the monastic community, When it does

Geeny, vl primary concern (5 that vietims of abuse are fnken seripisly and receive

suppors and healing. Iy addition, steps are taken to insure that those who have abused

receive psychological ireatmendt, face their issues, change their way of living, and respect

__the restrictions placed on them. If they are given work assignments, their contact with
others who are vulnerable is restricted and their supervisors and COUTEEIES are informead

of the allegarions thar were made against them,

Almonkswhohavergstrichons-on-them-becanse-of post-alleguions.nfsexual.nbuse,
sexual harassment, or inappropriate behavior, will have the following restrictions placed
on them during the time that the Nationa Catholic Youth Choir (or AmericaFest or YIM
or Leadership Camps) is on campis. They will not be allowed ot practices or
perforinances by the chotr. They witl not be allowed in the dining spaces, classroom
spaces, or the living areas that the choristers.use, As a conitunity we are leoking
farward ta this third year of the National Catholiy Youth Choir,{or AmericaFest... ) 10 the
wanderful growth and positive energy that is already part of its tradition.

PHONE 320 363-2544  FAX 320 363-2082

OSE HOEFGEN_00221



1 am sorty to have io write this to you and maks this request. However, no maiter how 1
have tried (o communicate how abuse occurs, that it is not random, that you are not a
sexual predator, that you are in recovery and acting with the highest inlegrity, this does
not fit the media’s template and goes right out the window.

Furthermove, travel has been a buge concem on the part of the media in relationship to
those on restriction. So apart from your routine assignments, I ask that you pblain
permission from your immediate superior for all trave] off campus, This is a reel
change from our present situation and, no doubt, it will pinch. However, we do need to
attend to those issues that are most alarming 1o the public.

We will ger through this together and in a way that is consistent with the Gospel and the
Rule.

Blessings znd peace,

ol

Abbot John Klassen, OSB
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Tuly 2 2002
Right Reverend Abbot John Klassen
Saitit John's Abbey
Box 2000
Collegeville, MN 56321-2000

Dear Right Reverend Abbot:

1 am sure you are pained as we, the laity, are pained by the scandals rocking the Catholic
Church 2t this time. I appreciate your forthright manner in acknowledging that St. John’s
Abbey is providing home and shelter 1o acknowledged sexuol abusers.

As the rocipient of Br. Dietrich Reinhart's statement letter of May 13, 2002, Whereby he
references your proactive role in reviewing past allegations and instances of sexual abuse
and your desire 10 work to achieve resolution and healing, I foel compelled to respond
because of the newspaper arficle, Priest Never Prosecuted,” in the May 25, 2002 Pioneer
Press concerning the Rev. Francis Hoefgen, | have enclosed the article.

T-would like to guote the following from the article. 1t states ...,
The 17-year-toid told then police chief Vincent Konz and a sherifT’s deputy that
Hoefgen twice fondled him and performed oral sex on kim in 1983, according to
the court record. When Hoefgen gave him absolution after the first incident, he
said he got the impression that it was his fault. Asked by authorities why he did
not resist, he suid, “T just did not know what to do,” according to court records.
The article conittues stating that...,
Hoefgen was piven another parish post afier receiving treatment because St,
Luke’s determined thiat he had no serious chropic problems.,

“Fran’s ministey at Hastings was very much appreciated by the people there as it
was in Cold Spring,” Skudlarek said. “This was one isolated incident. He went
into treatment. He received an excellent evaluation from St, Luke’s. He has done

Covery well® A B, - -

What shocks me¢ is the glaring fact-that it appears that Rev. Hoefgen was the confessor
. farthe victim, giving him the Sacrament of Recongiliation. However, it is my
understanding that according to Church Law; a priest who is complicit in-the singis
antomatically excommunicated if he hears the confession of and absolves the sinner with
whom he hag sinned. Furtharmore, only the Vatican can restore him to his priesthood.

If. in fact, all is as has been stated above, in charity and for the salvation of this priest’s
soul, Rev. Francis Hoefgen should be immediately removed from his priestly office, If he
is saying mass and involved in performing other sacraments, he continues to blaspheme
the Lord Jesus Christ and woe to all who have perpetrated this nightmare. It alsa would
seem, given William Skudlarek’s statements as official spokesperson for the Abbey, that
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Skudlaredk is not at all aware or concerned about this serious, gravely serious issue. Ifhe
is aware, then it would appear e is not being truthful in his statements to the mesdia.

The tragedy and hotror of this young man; who it appears has now embraced a life of
mortal sin znd cut himself off from the very Church and sacraments that could restore

him to a grace-filled life, must pierce the very heart of heaven. No womder there is no
peace for this child of God, Justice has not been served. God in his mercy has chosen to
allow this offense to be exposed so the work of justice can begin—hopefully in the life of

the priest and in this young man,

May God bless you with wisdom in your painful task of resolution and as God’s
instrument of justice.

Swmcarely,
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Skudlarek, William

From;
Sent: Saturday, August 03, 2002 8:34 AM
To. Klassen, John
Subject: more stuff is happening
Dear Abbot John,
I'm struggling with some serious problems. . . . has agreed that the President needs 1o hear my case, so I'm

putting it in writing, in a single long letter. This has been a painful process for me, but 'm getting it down. The case with
i5 50 intertwined with the SOT issues, though. s so clear lo me that they go together. For example, the timing of my trip
to Notre Dame cut inte the spring term because of her being in a sericus life-ihreatening depression all of January... Thal
Spring term was when first cut. inte me (Hlegally) for not rmaking adeqguate progress. Thé message wis not
sent to me, but to a SCS sister {not the vocation direstor) who had been nosing around looking for something negative
about me to keep me from establishing myself in her community. - actions in discussing my case with her were
iegal, besides she didr’t have any idea what was going on. | returned to St. John's a very alienated person.

But there’s so much more than this... attacked rne for even suggesting that had done this and in the
same hour-and-a-halfl canversation accused me of ¢linging fo an "idolatrous” thecloay (US Hispanic theology) and-of lying
to hirt that | had come with peaceful intent. 1 left his office a broken person. is urging me now not 1o set fool in
gither person's office, Buf there’s more... and more... and maore. The pattern is that the SOT promises me things (in
writing or orally) then back out. Just this summer | had a professor who agreed to work with me on one of imy two final
“grad papers” that | need to graduate. told me that it was in his contract to do so even if | didn’t take a class from
him, but | signed up for his class anyway. | told him the first day of class that papar was the only reason | was taking his
class. He knew how important it was to me. Then the second to last day of class he announced that he didn't have o
read that paper because the Dean said it'was no lenger going to be part of the responsibilities of summer facully. |
switched the credit to audit and left class. Then when l-asked for clarification, both and the professor said they
nadn't read a “contract” in years and didn't know for sure if he was bound by it fo help me. | just isft the whols mess
behind. 1 have no one loread that paper now, The whole summer’s efforis were wasted. | had been trying to ‘work with
the system' one more time.

How can | make any progress towards graduation with such opposition? . wrote me a letter (May 30)
saying again that | wasn't making adequate progress and that | would be asked to leave In a year if | didn't pass my comps
by then, There's another story there, but | don’Lhave room here for it. My point is that this all just doesn’t ft together,

Then on July 30" | received a letter from saying that | cottld turn that paper in that | was working on this summer
and that it would be autematically counted as "done” without anv further reading. This is a tempting offer, bul | can't actept
it.in good conscious since the paper-was initiafly read by e deemed at the time to be folally inadequate for a
grad paper. | have sense realized the logic error | made in the paper and had made areat strides towards correcting i,
The paper is now lofally different from the one | turmed into , but wants me to turn in the older,
horribly jnadequate version of it. That would only give him more opporiunity to discredit my writing ability. | had turned that
first draft in during a busy semester and never-never thought it was good enough as /s.

recent letter to me really does sound good, though. It sounds like he's trying to help me, but it cuts like a
knife. He is out of touch with where | am and doesn't know how much support | have from certain professors. In fact, he
seems to push the notion that | den’t have this support and to hold it over me, when it seems to be mostly his desire to see
me in such straights. Linder such conditions 1 hesitate to tell him what Is warking out and with whom | am working, since
he has in the past faken actions thal have caused professars fo withdraw their support from me, Again and again, he has
not acted in & way that would allow me to trust him. That is why P'mywiiting everything down now.

All L wanst is some protection from hm and from . Qutside of their attempts to discredit me things have actually
been working out well, crisis is most over now (as of May, | think). | have changed my major to History and am
reading 8 complete set of new beoks for comps. This promises to bejust the right thing for me. Fm'encouraged to
conlinue and fell that { will do well. : has Iderdified me a8 a“first rate mind” and & gentle soul willing to help my
classmates and evarything. (1 have this in writing). This {otally contradicts evaiustion of me. Something is
deeply wrong hera,

| have asked Fr. William SK. lo help me 16 negotiate with 1 did that becsuse I'm stil! hesiant to turn in my
“story” o Fr, Districh since be has to work so closely with. — Butthere’s so jittle room for secrets. Fr. Joseph has warned
me that my vocational discernment would be'in jeopardy if | didn't finish this degree. | told him | couldn't even imaging not
finighing it. Given the exira variables In this case, he thought that | should talk with you again. So herg, | have now written
you another long ietter. Sorry, I've been frying to work through all this by myself, but it's not working. Fr. Wiliam seemed
s0 very reluctant to meet with me, especially after returning my cali at a moment when | was really panicked. He doesn't
know me from Adam. I'm rather afraid of him actually.

I need to go at this siowly. What was upsetting me the most yesterday was my realization {after re-reading two years of
long emails) that | have given up hope of writing a thesis afler so much struggle. never did.give me a straight-
nonest answer as o why | am not being sliowed to write one. In his July 30% letter ne craims that everyone has been

1
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willing to work with me and was hinting again that something was wrong with me. At this point he has a lot to cover up. He

just doesn’t seem 1o want me to succeed, perhaps because it makes him look bad. During that last long talk | had with
him in his office {a year ago) he actually said to my face that if | succeeded in writing a thesis on my own that was viable, “it
wauld make the SOT look bad.” Fr. Luke had encouraged me to write it under those conditions the previous May, but
said he had no right to tell me that (another example of an official promise and subsequent rejection of me).
Well, it goes on and on and on. it's true | don't want to mess with a thesis at this point. 'm a lot more private now. It's
not warth the hassle. But even the basic requirements of the degree would seem to be problematic now. Justice is not
being served here. Maybe there is something you could do? Know that | remaln loyal to the Abbey in all this.

Peace,

----- Original Message-----

From: Klassen, John

Sent: Sunday, July 22, 2001 8:41 PM
To:

Subject: RE: request for clarification

Dear

| did want to respond to this e-mail because you sent to me, but when 1 read it, it seems oriented to someone else.
| have never commented about the thesis, either pro or con. My previcus message was aimed at helping to sort
outinternal, spiritual issles from basic academic ones. As you suggest in the e-mail right below these words, at
some level these are not separate and distinct. But | want to write this to you to confirm that | don't have an
agenda driving anything in these e-mails. Abbot John

----- Original Message-~-

From: ,
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2001 9:43 AM

To: Klassen, John
Subject: RE: request for clarification

Dear Abbot John,

} am hearing and responding to the communal prayers for healing, frust, hope... even if they were not
especially targeted at me. 'm worrled, though, that the “problern” might get defined merely as my need for
healing, | sertainly don’t want to ieave this part out, but the source of the wound is &n important component,
and espedcially since this source shows no signs of stopping. m getting closer these days to calling is &
prejudice against my person/cultural background that needs to be identified as such. One can say and do
hurtful things to another without meaning or intending it: 1 know there is good will here, but it is not working out
that way.

To pinpoint one of the most painful (death dealing) aspects of this deeper, hidden problem | would point to
the faculty's répeated declarations that "l don't need to write a thesis”. | do. And [ sald so to them many times.
What is in this thesis is-vital to my being. it contains the very essence of my knowledge of theclogy. And as
lony ‘ag it remains misunderstond and devalued, | too remain so...and 1o a very deep and serious degree. The
success of my grad-papers, comps, my search for a place in the Church, . .these all hinge on my ability to
express what 'm lesrning. The thesis is not a side trip, but deals with the way | access the core of the
curriculum... it is about my ethnic, cultural makeup, how | think through the faith of the Church. If I'm not
allowed to enter into the discourse of the Church as myself, from my own parish experience, from my own
baptism, how can | participate???

1 have much.more to say about this, but need to step for class now. Cisco continues to be my main
contact in these matters and Fr. Gene Donahue 8.4, is helping a lot foo, so T do have hope. But please don't
raduce this thing to some personal resistance to the good will of others. I've tried again and again to go that
route.. to be repentant. .. to fix what others see as wrarig with me. This is not working., My thesis helps me fo
understand why. .. it is essential.

Gratefully,

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Kiassen, John

Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2001 3:15 PM
To: ‘

Subject:  RE: request for clarification

Hello

Just wanted to respond to you quickly to let you know that there is no hidden message by my lack of response
2
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- | have been overwhelmed -- June was the month where my former commitments, such as the retreatin
Yankton, converged with my new responsibilities as abbot and there was no give. Sc | will be back to you in &

few days to say more -- Abbot John
-~—Qriginal Message---

From: ‘
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2001 12:06 M
Tot Klassen, John

Subject: request for dlarification

Dear Abbot John,

Grestings after a fine feast day. |1 continue to ponder over this year's developments and your current
sitence, trying to understand and to find some peace so that | can move forward. But | don't understand.
It worries me that your silence might mean that you don't believe what I'm sharing with you. ttwas
because Fr. Luke doubted me that | have felt it necessary to talk with you. Thinking more deeply on this
dilemma of having so few witnesses, | have begun to wonder if you might aiso be doubling the veracity of
my words (both about the SOT and about the situation last winter with

Again, my current unirest comes only from not knowing how you are perceiving of all this (whether or
not you are taking me at my word). In January, when you said that F's account confradicted mine, | began
to doubt  account, taking your words seriously. This is what led to my confrontation of.  and to her
silence and denial. All I had to hold onto was a lot of contradictory information, with the more detailed
information being repeated the most often and the denials of these being later and less detailed.

My accounts of the SOT are also detailed and confirm the same basic problems over and over again,
But they are also scattered through time and mostly unwitnessed by others (except perhaps what Fr.
Johnathan knows). I'm aware that the SOT has passed on “information™ about me between themselves
and even to others outside. | would assume that these bear a certain inner consistency, but they also
seem to be linked with a certain defensiveness and to be related to certain self interests (such as when |
negatively evaluated Dr. Connell's teaching performance and he later refused to continue to advise me).
Construclively, at root here is @ general distaste for my research methods along with an unfamiliarity with
certain people who uss them--—-e.g. with Lonergan and certain Latin American phifosophers. That's tough
to deal with, but it Is impossible if (and when) peeple insist on dealing with these tensions indirectly by
frying to discredit me on personal matters.

I continie to feel powerless, but minimally, my concern at this point is only to know how you are
‘reading” me, | have consistently fried to communicate as accurately as | can. The issue of what might
be “done” is not mine, but | do have a need to know in what manner you are taking my accounts. If this is
something that is difficult to communicate formally given the gravity of some of these topics, | would be
open to some indirect news from you. It's just that 'm finding the current situation a bit foo ambiguous to
live with. [ will try to do my part to work through the tensions to a mutually acceptable end, but need o
know what it is that I'm working with.

| hope this makes some sense to you. I'm late for class now, so need to run.

With continued prayers,

~~~~~ Criginal Message-----

From: Klassen, John
Sent: Tuesday, Aprit 24, 2001 6:54 PM
To: ‘

Subject: RE: conversation

Helio

A brief time here before prayer and chapter meeting this evening, s there any faculty member that you
know who you have good working relafions with, that can help you sort through the issues thal you are
dealing with? They are academic, structural, and conceptual. Is there @ way lo narrow the topit down to
ari area that someone will be able fo fesl comfortable as a director? What you are describing to me
sounds like an scademic issue or issues, not an emotional or spiritual one. You need help getting your
mind around the objections that are being raised, at least that is what | am faking from what you say
below. | need to get to prayer but thought this might be helpful.

----- Original Message---—-

From: T B

Sent: Thursday, Aprit 19, 2001 9:15 PM

To: Klassen, Jnhn
Subject: RE: conversation
Dear Abbot John, April 19, 2001
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Pm still having some major difficuities in the wake of problems. it is fast becoming impossible
to talk through them as Fr. Johnathan is so preoccupied with his new assignment {1 pray for him and
admire him on that one). 'm not sure what to do. | firstlearned of  problems the night that | was
trying to face serious difficulties of my own related o my degres...She preempted my own needs and
even caused Fr. J. to become nrecccupied with them... My life has not been the same since then,

Now that I've returned from has been taunting me with hints of what had been our
friendship yet never returnina ta it
| had came back from with a most beautiful thealogical discovery that | had wanted to

put into thesis form, but Cisco is unable to commit to helping me furn it into a thesis due to his
ilness...and the others at the SOT seem to be very much against my cultural approach to theology
and have totally rejected my request 1o be allowed to write this thesis (claiming that they don't have
experiise in that particular field).

{ am shut down. | had a goed talk with Fr. Luke before asking the others about my thesis proposa!
and he said that the topic (U.S. Hispanic theology, Wyoming and the Catholic Worker) was not too
political. The book (published ih 2000) that it emerges from was indeed filled with scholars that he
seemed to actually be attracted to. | can sense how the world is changing and want so much to write
about my little part in this. Yet, the SOT has been resistant to it. | started talking with Fr. J. about
these problems a year and a half ago...as they were seriously affecting me emotionally...l didn’t
understand what | was doing wrong...and still don't.

But all this seems so difficult to deal with now...F'rt all alone with it.. .except for Cisco who carried
me through a very sad Holy Week. However, he is so ill and has so much else to pray about. | know
that he wauld love to mentor me on these matters if he were well, but the problems are larger than
him... and with him out of the picture, things seem so muctt more difficult. Some of this is not new.

.and | used to analyze the SOT for hours...hold all the politics and give each other hope. | have
made lots of progress towards a viable (less provocative) theology since then and had thought that it
would be acceptable to the SOT. But it seems that nothing has changed. | am left voiceless and
alone.

I need someone to talk to about it...all of it. It's not just an academic game for me. My faith in the
Church is caught up in it... My life here and my future in the Church seem to be less and less livable
the longer these problems go addressed. | found out just this week that | have been accepted to
continue discermnment with the Ferdinand Ben's in Indiana.. .they could use my miinistry skills and my
jove of things Hispanic and rural. They are also open to me continuing to study here through next
winter...

| could see myself working through all these probiems here If only | could get my feet on the ground
again, I'mwas doing OK as long as | had Fr. J. totalk things through with... .but not sure who woudd
be willing to help mie at this point.. | don't want to force change on the SOT, but am confused by thelr
biehavior. It seems as if there should be a plece there for what | study, who 1 am. At this pointall 'm
asking for is someone to help me hold onto the enthusiasm of the new. Pve accepted that it may be
impossible to turn it into & thesis, but it still naeds to find a home---some place, someone who could
help it to grow, or atieast help me to survive with it in me. Maybe you would know what would work,
what would be best. I'm half tempted to ask Fr. Fran to help me survive the daily challenges at
least...since he had offered his help last fall just before things got crazy. But maybe you have a better
idea??? friendship helps some, but she can't follow me on the theclogical-political stuff at the
core.of the prablem the way that Fr. J did. Fr. Larry the Maryknoller had been the most insightiul
company {(we even have mutual friends overseas)...but who is here now that could help? m
expecting to get through this eventually, but all these extra issues have gotten in the way. l've lost the
path and am getting rather beat up....piease help me if you can.

Peace,
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Sisters of the
Order of Saint Benedict

Augusl 8, 2002
Dear Father Fran,

It has been & Hitle over a month since Abbot John informed our community that you would ap

Jonger be & Eucharistic presider for our community, On behalf of the community, I wish to
acknowledge the pain ead agony you have suffered as a result of this decision , and to thank you

for your service to us in the past.
We thapk you particulirly for your commitment and faithfulpess, your sensitivity to the needs of

4 women’s community, and your flexibility in responding to our unexpectsd needs. Thank you
alse for the many times you responded in service to us for the sacraments of reconciliation and

anointing.

Wepledge our continued prayer for you individually and for yotr community, as you move
forward in the healing process, wherein God provides the grace, strength and courage that will

lead to deep and lasting peace.
ith gratitude and prayer,
G sonn |09
Sister Ephrem Hollermann, 08B, Prioress

ce. Abbot John Klassen, OSB
Sister. Elalne Schroeder, SR

Saint Bengdict's Monastery”
104 Chapsl Lane, &t Josepk, MN 58374-0220
Phone (320) 363-7100, Fax (820) 563-7130, www.sbm.osb.org
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SAINT JOHN’'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2025

DRFICE OF THE ABBOT

August 26, 2002

Ma.

Dear Ms.

This is @ very belated responae 1 your letier of July 2. Ihave been
overwhelmed with correspondence and Other tasks related to the sexual abuse
erisis i our Church and the situaron of our abbey, Lat me tespond W your
concerns 85 best as I am Able.

¥ our inluitions regarding the appropriateness of Father Fran Hoefgen
being the confessor ta the viatim of his abusjve action are correct. Canan 977
says that the absolution of a partner in a sin against the sixth commandment of the
Decalogue is invalid, except in danger of death. A prisst who acts against the
prescription of Canon 977 incurs excommunication reserved 10 the Apostolic See

Father Fran Hoefgen has been removed from all priestly ministry, I am
sure that 2t the time of the interview Father William Skudlarek was speaking of
Father Fran’s minisiry, he was speaking in & context without taking direct
cognizance of the serious jssue you raise. As an abbey we wonld never be
dismissive of such serjbus issnes. In hus response to the media, Pather William
was not aware of the rest of the story.

As a monastery we will continue to work with all those who have been

victime of abuse by our monke. - We hope that over many yearg justice can be
served, that faith in Jesus Christ can be restored.

Sincerely.

el

Abbot lohn Kiassen, OSB

PHONE 320 363-2544 FAX 320 363-3082
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st, Cloud Times

& Monday, Sept. 30, 2002

Monk
regrets
sexual

Hoefgen apologizes
for actions against

Cold Spring teent =

By Michelle Tan
mian@slcloudtimes.com
COLLEGEVILLE — One
of the monks living under
restrictions at St. John's
Abbey has issued a written
apology for his actions.
The Rev. Francis Hoef-
gen, 52, wrote the spology

* Friday and it appeared in
- the Sunday edition of the

Star Tribune:

. . “One-of the challenges

soirie of these men face is
the desjre to express their
apolu{y publiely, but not
really haying a forum to do
that,” said the Rev. Columnba
Stewart, abbey spokesman.
“This was & chance for one
of the men to speak in the
first person and that was
very importam.” )
Hozfgen, who was put
under restriction in 1992, is
acensed of sexually abusing

abuse

When the allegations
against Hoefgen were
brought forward in the

1980s, Hoefgen completed -

a treatment and rehabilita-
tion program, Stewart said.
After completing the pro-
gram, Hoefgen was reas-
signed to lead a parish in
Hastings. -

Hoefgen returned to the
abbey whes the allegation
became puliic.

Eleven monks @ at the
abbey are on restriction and
two are on leave'of absence,
Stewnrt said. These men are
limited to whiere they can
go, what they can do and
whom they might en-
counter.

Each of the men has
worked hard on his own re-
pentance and his own ther-
apy;, he said.

“Almost all these guys
have acknowledged what
they did and have had coun-
seling and work on this,”
Stewart gaid, “What was
new with this (Hoefgen's

" St John's Abbey .
released a written apology
fram one of the manks on
restriction, This s the
entire ‘apology: ’
| express my persanal’

apology for the Incrédible
pain | have caused so
many by my actions in the

. past. | apploglze both to

my victtm and all in the
Chureh whose faith | havé
shaken. Absolutely every
day 1 fieel prafound anguish’
and sorrow and it weighs
heavily on me. | can only
turn to my God for healing
and forgiveness for me

_stroubled tean-ager in the . apology)was the more pub-
-early 1980s i Cold Spritig, Yo dhiaractar ofit?
Hoefgen's apology

and for those | hév_e
harmed in any way. as 2
minister in the Church and

« as a frisnd, Every day |

bririg this to prayet s |
prave Insmy. awsraness of
the damage.this hag -«

‘causad, [ humbleask for

forgiveness and prayers
from my victim, from afl
connected with St. John's,
from those | served In
parish ministry, my fellow
monks, and personal
friends.

— The Rev. Francis
Hoefgen
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n a way, nobody sees a
flower, really. It is so
small, we haven’t time,
: and to see takes time,
like to have a friend takes tirme,”
writes Georgia O’Keeffe.

Gardens provide peaceful
morments for the monks of Saint
John’s Abbey who take care of
flower plots on the monastery
grounds. We grow gardens in our
backyards, on balconies, rooftops
and windowsills. We continue
the tradition that God began with
the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2).
Gardens help to nourish our
senses and deépen our connec-
fion to the earth, provided we
take time to see the flowers all
around us.

David Rothstein, who tends three
gardens around Greg House, a
student residence, comaments, “1
was surprised this year at'the joy I
fel in planting these gardens, help-
ing these hittle sprouts take root'to
delight us all through the surnmer.
A few plants were raised from
seed in my room. Seeing those
finy heads break through the soil
was a joy that I hadn't experienced
since working in our family garden
as a child.”
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In these autumn days the birch and maple trees in the
monastery garden radiate with splendorn

photas by Fran Hoefgen, OSB

“Then the LORD God.
planted a garden...”

(Genesis 2:8)

#y Fran Hoefeen, OSA

Fimian McDonald
adds that his garden
“gives me great pleas-
ure, both to watch it
grow, taking care of it
and to know that
other peaple enjoy Iits
changing beauty.”
Jerome Coller also
congibutes a bit of
color to the backyard
with his perenmial gar-
den by the back door
of the monastery.
Alberic Culbane dili-
gently attends an array
of geraniums in the
raised garden at the
entrance to Mary Hall, e

For many monks their paydens gronics
a respite from teaching classes or other
work. Columba Stewart bus oue s:}i o
quiet places where he tenids Jug
garden on the hillside thas ove
Lake Sagatagan.

*raiclle

Aclred Tegels nurtures i
shop garden” that brings
delight near the plumbing «
and woodworking shop. Yeaes agy Fdw
Zwalk. used to harvest strawberyies and
horseradish in that very spot before he
passed this garden on to other morniks.
Gardens do get handed on from one gen-

3 poppiss emind v
Offesdta’s paincings,

s o wid

{:r_r;;ﬁx:sﬂ of g
ks o the

fiice

{earde 2 i
%Z?f., i "1 &

pes ) i".ii"f" i

Vo
C nr“mrly I
tend this
choice proper-
Ty that over

These delicale fall asters
are a weicome flash of calor
in September.
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These prairie cone flowers are a beautiful addition to the
garden at the abbey beach,

looks Lake Sagampgan. 1 also emyoy pho-
tographing individual flowers in vanous
gardens so others can enjoy these “sacra-
menis of nature.”

Gregory Eibensteiner grows gourds that
become purple martin birdhouse clusters
on the shore of our lake near the ceme-
tery. Simon-floa Phan and Roman Paur
have nurtured herb gardens in vanious
jocations.

This brave tulip in Hilary’s garden is ready to
proclaim the glory of God.

Hilary Thimmesh regularly contends
with rabbits and deer in his gardens on
the east end of the monastery and the
“Prairie Plant Border Garden” along the
lakeshore below the memastery bath-
house. Because his garden is just above
underground heating pipes it1s often the
st one to bloon

Francis Peters has helped to beaudfy
our monastery grounds with guet and
tender care. His special domain is the
monastery garden south of the quadran-
gle. Geoffrey Feclit began worlung in the
*Scary Mary/Fish Pond/Reck/Sunken
Garden” twenty vears ago. Abbot John

Klassen erjoys
a resgpite from
his work as he
tends the gar-
den across from
the entrance of

Emmaus Hall.

Young men
spending time
at Saint John's
and who are
congidering
joining the monastery have enjoyed
plantmg and weeding gardens, for exam-
ple, the “Quadrangle Inner Court
Garden” tended by Joseph Feders with
help from Zachary Wilherding, Doug
Mullin and Thomas Thole. Urban - -
Pieper grows beautiful liies among the
vegetables he produces. David Manahan
maintaids a rose garden at The Liturgical
Press. o

Many monks are invelved in gardefimg
beciuse of Paul Schwietz, owr land marn-
ager of Happy memory who was respon-
sible for restoring our wetlands and cre--
ating an arboretumn along the entrance
road to the campus. He always encour-
aged monks to get involved in garden
plots to help beautify our home.

- (eraiiab 81:12). + 1.

Yes, gardens are a part of our'
family history. They are sacred
places that-we speak kindly abeut,
walk softly through, prune and

weed gently, and tell more stories.

Wherever your garden is, nurure
it andl enjoy it as you do.your ‘
friendships and “your life shall
become like a watered garden, and
yon shall never languish again®’ -

‘Fran Hoefeen, OSB, &5 an.abbey .
photographer who has put-together
awesome albums. of pictures of colorful
Jlowers, trees, buttesflies and other
wonders of God’s world.

This corona in the Grotto Garden is an early sign of hope im spring.

The Abbey Banner Fall 2002  page 19
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Skudlarek, William

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2002 6:54 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subjact: first response

Dear Abbot John,

1 juist want to make a quick reply to today's news that | received about Cisco. Please know that | accept your authority
and will follow your recommendation that | not ask him to'help me finish iy paper. The emotion 'm faeling is nof over the
continued difficully that 'm experiencing in getting someone to study with me who is qualified in anything remotely related
to the figld of Hispanic theology. Rather, | am remembering witli tears what happenied two Easter's ago... when | came
back from srushed by a combination of events {those associated with problems, and with

breach of connidentiglity, and with refusal io help me wiile a thesis). [Lwas during these excesdingly
dark gays that Cisco literally saved my life. He didnt turn the sther way when he saw my pain... but iifted me up in prayer
and continued to keep me infouch with God. There is'no way | can deny that he gently and confidently relurned back to
ma the gift of life itself... I is nekt o impessible for me to think of him as the cause of another’s pain. If this was done, |
wold ask you to consider carsfully what he has done for me and how well he did it. | would be willing to stand before any
court of law and testify on his behalf. |justwanted you to know this part of my story for his sake.

Peace,
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Skudlarek, William

From:

Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2002 3:30 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: as concerns my motives

Dear Abbot John,

'm told that you will be mesting with the Provast and some others.about my case on Oct 17%. While talking with Sherry
Smolik-Day who sel upihis meeting, | realized that she didr't understand the whole of the situation well enough and was
misinterprating my mofives for wanting to talk with you. {fear that her fear is that | am wanting to push case forward on
her bahalf (and without her consent), This is simply notso, I've been maintaining a seriously debilitating silence for ysars
now and need lo reevalugle my role inher case in order 10 move beyend the lingering sense of responsibiiity that 1 have
towards her. This entails many things, the first being a clarification of what my role has been, paying attention to what
parts of it continue to linger... keeping my life tied to hers. The main worry that continues to haunt me is that she tends to
pull in people like myself when she crashes. | feel that she might crash this same way again and reopen all these same
wounds, repeating past behavior when she loaded ori my shoulders the whole of her initial encounters with F. At that time
I walked her through some miaior suicidal depressions, sought out legal advice for her, found her housing and connected
her with 2 support network in Since then, | have kept in touch with her, sending her news from her and bringing
her the books | stored for her. Even now | cortinue to listen to her story as it unfolds, not convinced at all et she is
beyond the trauma,

But i cannot keep doing this! Recently { went to in order to leave a final testament of how | saw her case at this
point. My main concern here was that she was far from free to seek out help from you all and that she still may notbe
emotionally free of what seerms o be a false sense of guilt {for having “seduced a priest”). What | gained from talking with

was the realization that things might have been differentif and | had known earlier that F already had a record of
abuge. This realization cuts inlo py soul rather deep. 1 know for a fact it would have helped me to deal with the case
more effectively and to come more quickly to-an understanding of what was going on. This lingering ambiguity with regard
to P’s state of mind/hesrt kept me emotionally torn up since | didn’t know what my role needed {o be. If she had bsen
engaging in consensual acts, that would have been her problem and her responsibility, but in situations where abuse is
occurring and the victim is emotionally or psychologically impaired, the role of the victim’s close friends changes
considerably.

To make matters worse, though; the very context of the situation has been gradually shifling as the whoie topic of
$exual ahuse has suddenty come under such a fierce public sorutiny. Even the public standards defining responsibility
{and the-way that vocabulary is used) have become moving targeis for me... Every day the news would buiid. | saw the
monks | care for in the infirmary being sensationalized as monsters on the news moments after lending to their ordinary
daily needs... | heard you make repeated claims thal there were no new cases since 1992... and that many of the abusers
were pmbabty “cured” and “safe”. | fell a sense of relief when viclims becdine kee 10 speak out, then | found myself &ll the
mare in fear of doing so myself since  case seemad 1o tontradict everything. | feared for her continued recovery if |
aven began to inquire about her case.

All this took a severe toll an my mental heaith. I'm already in the midst of a very difficult situation in the SOT where my
most basic rights had been violated and the Dean’s office was continuing to lay the full blame on me rather than e
investigate my charges. The biggest threat against me now is that | will be forced to leave school in May. However, for
years now | had even worse fears-warrled almost daily that they had the power to expel me on & moment's niotice (and that
there was no one 1o take my side). The President's Office had completely fanored my cries for heip since early last spring
when | first want to them. Most recently | have been denied access even lo on-tampus counseling as they complained
somewhat vaguely-of belng unable to provide me protection from:cerlain “powers” that might crash in from above”

've been feeling really vulnerable... and continue toe fear that you would aiso want to have me gone “as soon as
possible”... 50 as to not have to deal with the rest of what | know about her case. But again, my questions come out of this
lingering sense of respansibility, which continues to build the more | hear you all talking about your new policies and about
the nature of sexual sbiuse in general. . The more these developments move forward, the more | realize that | didn't lotally
openup .  situation to you. The whole of her story is much larger and my role in it much more precarious than you rmight
have understood at first, She is @ very complex person with a long history of problems which shé is good at hiding. She
also plays one person off another, which rakes it hard to help her. Bul nonetheless, she has been abused, this V'm sure
of and the effects of it could easlly be festering inside her still,

l'gave a new accounting of her story and asked her to make it available toyou, so | don't wish lo spell out the
detalls again here. Rather, what | am seeking is meraly to tighlen up and to "give away" as much of my part initas lcan.
've learned a lot from irying to help her, but recognize certain limits on my part and ways in which she took advantage of
me. What | want now {my motive for talking with you all) is to find a way lo definitively define the situation so that | can
detach myself from it. This motive is far from one which would wish to press charges. When 1. say that | wish | had known
about F's former abuse case, | don't wish to hold that-against him or you, but rather to show just how much turmol | had
been experiencing back then... Not knowing who he was made things much harder to figure out.

1
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The whole problem cut a deep hole in my life (due to my previous vulnerability in relation to the harassment coming
from the SOT which intensified at this same time). I'm hurting tremendously still from having to keep this all so secret, and
| need some help to recover my balance. Since  problems began i've felt it necessary to withdraw from life in the little

community that | live in to ensure that my ongoing support of  not come into the view of the others. People here
don't know who | am and this has made me feel very strange. | want o reenter life here and find that it is necessary fo teli
people here some of {he story of where | have beer... This is especially true now that [ am under threat of expulsion.
People just don't know what all I've been dealing with and make wild guesses as to “what's wrong with me”. I've been
living a monster’s life... an outcast who must be weird simply because | spend so much time alone. They see me as a
person who can't live normally and are simply not motivated the break the silence. My desire to enter religious life
compounds this social isclation in a number of ways. My lingering anger and frustration with the SOT aisc isolates me
because people know that this kind of retribution could happen to them if they associated too much with me.

People of all sorts have been steering wide around my life for a while now. My experience with professionals echoes
this. | was denied access to confession by two monk-prigsts who didn't want to hear about one of their own; | lostmy
spiritual director who was a monk, and now I've even been turned away from counseling for fear of the secrets I'm holding.
There is a sense that I'm being buried along withr what | know. And now that the main abuse cases have been publicly
settled and now that | have begun a formal grievance with the Provaost over problems in the SOT, | fear that the goal Is
turning out simply to extract me from the scene entirely with the logic thal | am not coping (not going along with the plan). |
don't see any attention is being paid to how others have dropped me cold. It is for this reason that I've mentioned that |
feel powerless. I'm feeling really abandoned, actually, and understand this to be a serious injustice. Rather than be taken
seriously, my speaking out and trying to get to the roots of the problem (both in the SQT and in the Abbey's policies for
dealing with abuse victims) seems to have caused people to make further claims that | am emotionally unstable {and need
io leave). The whole problem is being placed on my shoulders... which of course makes me rather emotional since 'm stil
trying fo figure out why all this is happening to me and why people aren't able to address the issues 'm bringing up. The
sHience surrounding sexual abuse is like a cancer. | have this cancer and am slowly being choked fo death, so please help
me recover from this. I'm asking for the truth to come out, at least in some quiet place where the right peaple tan start to

tieal with it
I think this would entall some simple falking about the situation, about what we have all lsarned. And then what | need

is_some compensation for the time lost. | need {0-ba able 1o stay here tif nexl Seplember hassle fee. I need o be
vindicated snd given enough freadom from recrimination to-study my way through the'remalinder of my remaining projecls.
{ am now asking the Provost to be granted a blanket-allowance for this so that | not be required 1o fight for each partof
what | nesd. The issueis compensation for wrongs done to me rather then me needing to-plead for each lithe "favor’. |
realize that the SOT doesn't Know thig full story and. maybe thinking they are acling in my bestinterest by asking me fo
“hurey” and 16 “kick bt in order to finish, Butthe real story is different from this... [ feel tiie need to pause briefly and io

heal first and 1o ba enabled fo pull the whole of my story back fogether agaln so fial | might finally have a brdef time of

peacelul study before moving on. I've been fesling really trapped by so many surprising tangles and need to have thess
untangled so that | can move forward. Does this make more sense now? Please feel free to ask me questions about this
if you wish anything to be further clarified.

1 will be leaving for a trip on this Tuesday mid-morning retumning on Saturday the 12%. I'd be open to talking with you
before or after that if that would help. I'm a bit nervous about you all having a meeting about me and me hot being invited.
Is this proper??? Please let me know what you're thinking. | really do want to get on with my life. Thank you for listening.

Peace,

p.s. as for the nature of the troubles in the SOT, L have had eight years of experience teaching college at a State
school in Wyoming. Inever experienced this much foul play. Any and all written contracts with students
needed to be accounted for and were upheld on a routine basis. Even after an administrator left office his/her
signature was honored and his/her promised kept. There was a general attitude of trust and collaboration,
Policies were never applied retroactively and there were clearly visible channels for dealing with problems such
as favoritism. Our friend  (who is certainly qualified to evaluate the situation here in the SOT and who spent a
lot of time actually doing so) would concur with me that the standards of accountability in the SOT are
shockingly low.

I recently shared with you (via Br. Doug) a copy of the 11 page compiaint that T turned in to the President and
Provost earlier this fall. You heard some of these complaints over a year ago but in fragmented form. Now that
T am going through the proper channels and am more organized, you might wish to review my case. This report
leaves out a great number of smaller happenings which were less easy to document, and it intentionally shelters
those professors that [ still need to work with. But those items mentioned in it ought to be enough, especially
since [ can provide the documents rieeded to prove that they really did happen.

Again, though, T am asking simply for sore time as compensation and would hope that my efforts would
somehow indirectly pressure the SOT into considering a reform of the way they are actually implementing their
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policy (i.e., that what’s on paper really happens). I'm certainly not the only one having such troubles, so 1
would hope that some gradual, gentle changes are indeed made. The SOT does have a lot of potential-so it’s
worth the effort.

p.s.s. Please note that 'm nof upset with the Provost’s generosity in helping me work these issues out, but it
would seem that the SOT continues to feed him biased and incomplete information.. It simply would take too
much of his time to be able to evaluate/investigate every little detail of my case... and it takes ne time at all for
the SOT to make a fresh attack on me. It’s been over a month now and we continue to go in circles. The loss of
Cisco’s help was also a serious set back. But let’s go on from here, OK?

Wishing you peace once more, '
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Skudlarek, William

From: Smolik-Day, Sherry

Sent: Monday, October 07, 2002 4:21 PM
To: . :

Subject: RE: as concerns my motives

1 received and read your latest email to the Abbot. It restates what you've told me your reasons are for connecting the
alleged sexual abuse of your friend to your current situation with the SOT. | see your reasons here for connecting the two
situations, but | don't see that the Abbot needs to be involved in finding & resolution. You have provided Henry this
infoermation, and he is the one to consider it as he strives to find a suitable resolution for both you and the SOT.

| am unsure as to what you mean when you ask me to "be careful” in how | deal with the "complexities™” of your case. Cauld
you explain that a hit?

I must also tell you that | am uncomfortable with your asking me not to share this information with the Provost. It feels like
we're keaping some information hidden fram him -— and he's the one in charge of handling your case. | hope you will
provide him with all the necessary information he may need to understand your situation and arrive at & resolution.

At the end of your letier to the Abbaot, you ask him if he thinks it is "proper” for those working on your siluation to be
meeting without you present. My response would be yes, it is proper, but if it feels uncomfortable to you, maybe | can
clarify the reasons | asked for this meeting. Since you had contacted a number of different people about your situation, it
was my hope to bring these folks together, so we could approach your situation in a holistic manner. [ felt it may help us to
work together to find a satisfactory resolution. | wanted to let you know | had scheduled such a meeting, so that you

wouldn't think that nothing was being done.

One last impartant point:
zarlier | thought | understood you to report that the Abbot was aware of the situation involving.  and the monastic

mernber, and that he was dealing with it. In reading your latest email, | am not sure that that is the case. | would like to
folliow up with  and contact her myself, to ask her if she has experienced a violation of our Human Rights policy, and to
make sure she 1s aware of resources and recourse available to her.

Would you be willing to provide me with her name and contact information at this point?

I will wait to hear from you. Meanwhile, please contact me with further comments and thoughts.

Respectiully,
Shesry

Sherry Smolik Day

Joint Director of Student Human Rights and Diversily
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's Universily

37 So. College Ave.

St. Joseph, MN 56377

Phone; (320)363-5485

Fax: (320)363-5006

Email:
----- Criginal Meseana....-
From:
Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2002 3:49 PM
To: Smclik-Day, Sherry
Subject: FW: as concerns-my motives
Dear Sherry,
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Skudlarek, William

From: Smolik-Day, Sherry

Sent: Tuesday, Ostober 08, 2002 3:24 PM

To: Kiassen, John, Smorynski, Henry; Schnettler, Nadine

Subject: CONFIDENTIAL

{ wanted to keep you all in the loop as to the direction of my conversations with since you are both referred to often
by in her correspondence with me. {see below)

Fro my part, | needed to be assured that the alleged victim had received some follow up. has indicated that Abbot

John asked her io provide information o about recourse and resources available to her, such as Maxine. According to
refused to contact Maxine, and refused to come forward and make a complaint. If this is accurate, | see no
further role for me to play in this situation and will, once again, try to exfricate myself.

Abbot, can you let me know if presented me with an accurate understanding of the way that you responded to the
sexual abuse that she alleges happened to her friend.

{ will come to the meeling on the 17th, to offer what [ ¢an in terms of arriving at some resolution that and SOT are
amenabie to.

Respectfully,
Sherry

Sherry Smolik Day

Joint Director of Student Human Rights and Diversity
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University

37 So. College Ave.

St. Joseph, MN 56377

Phone: {320)383-5485

Fax: (320)363-5008

Email:

From: Smolik-Day, Sherry

Sent: Tuesday; October 08, 2002 3:05 PM
To:

Subject: RE: as concerns my motives

Dear )
Thanks for your feedback to my email. | would like to make a few comments in response to your message, and then

suggest a way to move forwerd that | hope would be most beneficial to you.

I have no intention of re-fraumatizing either you or by wishing to follow up with  and by asking questions about what
happened. ! acknowledge though, that for victims, the process of investigation and follow-up may truly feel like re-
traumatization, no matter how careful and sensitive one attempts to be. It goes without saying, that you understand

state of mind better than | do, and | respect your decision to not provide me with identifying information: My reasons for
asking these questions have to do with my respansibility to folfow up on allegalions of sexual abuse and/or exploitation,
Early on, | understood you to say that the Abbot was awere of and following up on this situation. As we discussed things
more recently, | became confused as to what the Abbot knew in regardte  situation, and as to how he responded to
My intent in asking about  identily was to make sure that  was informed about her rights and about any rescurces and
recourse available to her as per ourhuman rights policy. You have assured me that this has happened,

I agree with you that the Abbot should decide how and if he will be involved in any resolution regarding your situation with
SOT. It is not my position to tell him how to be involved.

In response to your cormrnents In the last paragraph regarding & decision by a viclim to not report sexual abuse, yes, |
understand that a decision 1o NOT report doesn’t indicate thal sexual abuse did not ocour. Indeed, very few people actually
everdo report, probably for many of the same reasons that you state that s choosing to not report. As part of our
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responsibilily o and others, we must try to offer them the information they may need to bagin the healing process.

At this point, being satisfied that we have tried to address the sexual abuse allegation as best we can without a complaint
or any identifying information about the alleged victim, | will mave back from involvement in your situation, and allow you to
work with those best able to provide resolution to your situation --- the Provost, and perhaps the Abbot and/or Maxine.

Please contact me if you have any questions, or if | can be of further assistance,
Respectfully,
Sheyvy

Sherry Smolik Day

Joint Direcior of Student Human Rights and Diversity
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's Universily

37 S0. College Ave.

8t Joseph, MN 56377

Phone: {320)363-5485

Fax; {320)363-5006

Email: ju

----- Original Message----

From: )

Sent: ‘Tuesday, October 08, 2002 9:12 AM
Tot Smolik-Day, Sherry

Subject; RE; as concerns my motives

Dear Sherry,

I'm on break at work.. and will address a bit more of your concerns. The Provost clearly stated 1o me at our last
meeting that he DOES NOT WANT TO KNOW ABOUT the non-agademic parts of this. I'm very surprised that you
would think otherwise and especially that you seem to be thinking that I'm trying to hide stuff from him for any other
reason than 1o profest miy friehd.  He's on board with this. You seem lo be the one who doesn't understand that the
whole of the story can’t tome out {sven In a high-level meeting such as you propose). The SOT and the highest level
college administrators in particular are the people who tould hurt har the most if thay knew who she was (that's her
view of things anyway). The fact that the Provost would {probably} do no such thing Is irrefevant here. Nooone can
convince her of me that no risk éxisis. Even the Abbot was too rnuch of a risk for her. But with the SOT proper
there's no telling what they would be willing and metivated to do to her.

The twist here (from the perspective of my own case) is that the whole story down 10 the most infimate details
needed to be khown heéfore my own case could become understandable (to the SOT)... and | refrained from doing so
for all this time...and I'm still constrained for the sake of . case, But things have changed some, and it has changed
in several ways. Wilh the passage of tirne 've béen able 1o piece fogether parts of the story that had made no sense
before and 1o learm more about ahuse in general so Lhave gradually become "enabled” to abbreviate parts of the story
and to séparate out what is important for my case and still keep the rest under wraps. All | want to do now is to make
the connections that would heip me with my own situation (and | would like to make these connections before the
smailest number of people possible). The challenge for me is simply to explain that which has impacted me over the
years and caused a defay in my program and a worsening of my relationships with the SOT-that which | have not been
able to {(not been free to) speak about due to this intense problem of confidentiality.

You and the Provost are simply not going to hear everything. There is anctherlayer underneath what you are
gelting... | need this to tell the last few details of . case which explain why the whole of it traumatized me so much.
Maxine alone holds this piece and will tell the Abbot only what is necessary and only what the Abbot is willing to hear.
You seem to want to retraumatize  (and me) all over again in order to have it proven to your satisfaction that there
was trauma here, Or maybe you're thinking it's your responsibifity 1o defend oo, Even the official courl proceedings
don't operate that way, The Provost seems to understand this full well, ‘Agam, be careful. Defer to Maxine. fyou're
“uncomiortable;,” know that you're nof the only one. That's the nature of sexual abuse cases... that's part of what pulled
me in and trapped meinside  world. But you'te riol being invited in. Whet yau are calling "holistic” sounds o me
mors like gang rape. Let the Abbot decide if he needs to get involved AND HOW. What kind of expectations is he
placing on you anyway? The more you seem fo "clarify the reasons” for getting this group of high-level people
together, the more I begin fo doubt your whole approach. Again, let thie Abbot do what he thinks is necessary. | trust
him more than you at this point.

2

OSB HOEFGEN_00240



As for contacting , the Abbot aiready tried that promptly and tastefully by having me send her the information about
Maxine and giving . the option to contact her. She got very angry at him and at me for interfering, He knows this.
The key issue that remains is this-that she is far from free to make such a complaint... and will not do so for fear of
recrimination. Her entire career lies in the balance. That is very clear to her. But it in no way implies that no sexual
abuse occurred, (i.e., that the relationship was "consensual") or that she would not seek out help if she was frae to do
so. If she said no to Maxine, she will certainly say no to you. Pleass back off.
gotta get back to work,

p.5. | proof read this one more time this am. 'm on my way out.of town now. Hold tight. 'l be back on Saturday.

wmeQriginal Message--—

From:  Smolik-Day, Shery

Sent: Monday, October 07, 2002 4:21 PM
To: [

Subject: RE: as concerns my motives

I received and read your latest email to the Abbot. It restates what you've told me your reasons are for connecting
the alleged sexual abuse of your friend to your current situation with the SOT. | see your reasons here for
connecting the two situations, but | don't see that the Abbot needs to be involved in finding a resclution. You have
provided Henry this information, and he is the one 1o consider it as he strives to find a suitable resolution for both

you and the SOT.

1 am unsure as to what you mean when you ask me to "be careful” in how I deal with the "complexities” of your
case. Could you explain that a bit?

{ must also tell you that | am uncomfortable with your asking me not to share this information with the Provost. it
feels like we're keeping some information hidden from him --- and he’s the one In charge of handling your cass. |
hope you will provide him with all the necessary information he may need to understand your situation and arrive at

a resolution.

At the end of your letter to the Abbot, you ask him if he thinks it is "proper" for those working on your situation to be
meeting without you present. My response would be yes, it is proper, but if it feels uncomfortable to you, maybe |
can clarify the reasons | asked for this meeting. Since you had conlacted a number of different people about your
situation, it was my hope to bring these folks together, so we could approach your situation in a holistic manner. |
felt it may help us fo work together to find a satisfactory resolution. | wanted 10 let you know | had scheduled such
a meeting, so that you wouldn't think that nothing was being done,

One last important poink:
earlier | thought 1 understood you to report that the Abbot was aware of the situation involving. and the

monastic member, and thal he was dealing with . In reading your latest email, | am not surs that thatis tha case. |
would like to follow up with  and contact her mysetf, to ask her if sha has experienced a violation of our Human
Rights policy, and to make sure she is aware of resources and recourse availiable to her.

Would you be willing to provide me with her name and contact information at this point?

| will wait to hear from you. Meanwhilé, please contact me with further comments and thoughts.

Respectfully,
Shervy

Sherry Smolik Day

Juint Director of Student Human Rights and Diversity
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University

37 So. College Ave.

St. Joseph, MN 56377

Phone: {320)363-5485

Fax  (320)363-5008

Email:
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-----Original Message-----

From:

Sent: Sunaay, Qctober 06, 2002 3:49 PM
To: Smolik-Day, Sherry

Subject: FW: as concerns my motives
Dear Sherry,

This is my last communication with the Abbot. it addresses some of your concerns about why 'm even
bothering to taik with him at this point. | would ask you to be careful in how you deal with the “camplexities” of
my case. The parts that are underlined are the most relevant for you too. Thanks for your goodwili and
energy. Only you and the Abbot have this email... | may send it o Maxine, but it says a lot of negative stuff
about my friend so | really don’t want it in anyone else's hands, especially not the Provost... He will prabably
need to deal with  later on since they are colleagues working in the same field.

Peace,

From:

Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2002 3:35 PM
Ta: Klassen, John

Subject: as concerns my motives

Dear Abbot John,
I'm told that you will be meeting with the Provast and some ofhers about my case on Oct 17%. While

talking with Sherry Smolik-Day who set up this meeting, | realized that she didn’'t understand the whole of the
situation welt enough and was misinterpreting my motives for wanting fo talk with you. | fear that her fear is
that | am wanting to push  case forward on her behalf {and without her consent). This is simply not sc. I've
been maintaining a seriousiy debilitating silence for years now and need to reevaluate my role in her case in
order to move beyond the lingering sense of responsibility that | have towards her. This entails many things,
the first being a clarification of what my role has been, paying attention to what parts of it continue to linger...
keeping my life tied to hers. The main worry that continues to haunt me is that she tends to pull in people like
myself when she crashes. | feel that she might crash this same way again and reopen all these same wounds,
repeating past behavior when she loaded on my shoulders the whale of her initial encounters with F. At that
time | walked her through some major suicidal depressions, sought out legal advice for her, found her housing
and connected her with a support network in Since then, | have kept in touch with her, sending her
news from her and bringing her the books 1 stored for her. Even now | continue to listen o her story as it
unfolds, not convinced atall that she is beyond the trauma.

But | cannot keep doing this! Recently | went to Maxine in order 10 Jeave a final testament of how | saw her
case at this point. My main concern here was that she was far fiom free to seek out help from you all and that
she still may not be emationally free of what seems to be a false sense of guilt (for having "seduced a priest”).
What | gained from talking with Maxine was the realization that things might have been differentif and I had
known earlier that F already had a record of abuse. This realization cuts into my soul rather deep. [ know for
a fact it would have helped me to deal with the case more effectively and to come more quickly to an
understanding of what was going on. This lingering ambiguity with regard to F's state of mind/heart kept me
emotionally torn up since | didn't know what my role needed to be. If she had been engaging in consensual
acts, that would have been her problem and her responsibility, but in situations where abuse is occurring and
the victim is emotionally or psychologically impaired, the role of the victim’s close friends changes
considerably.

To make matters worse, though, the very context of the situation has been gradually shifting as the whole
topic of sexual abuse has suddenly come under such a fierce public scrutiny. Even the public standards
defining responsibility (and the way that vocabulary is used) have become moving targets for me... Every day
the news would build. | saw the monks | care for in the infirrary being sensationalized as monsters on the
news mornents after tending to their ordinary daily needs... | heard you make repeated claims that there were
no new cases since 1992... and that many of the abusers were probably “cured” and “safe”. | felt a sense of
relief when vistirns became free to speak out, ther | found myself all the rnore in fear of doing so myself since

case seemed to contradict everything. feared for her continued recovary if | even began fo inquire about
ner case:

All this took a severe toll on my mental health. Y'm already in the midst of a very difficult situation In the
50T where my most basic rights had been viclated and the Dean's office was continuing to lay the full blame
on me rather than to investigate my charges. The biggest threat against me now is that | wili be forced to
leave school in May. However, for years now | had aven worse fears-worried almost dally that they had the
power to expel me on a moment’s notice (and that there was no one to take my side). The President’s Office
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had completely ignored my cries for help since early last spring when | first want to them. Most recently | have
been denied access even o on-campus counseling as they complained somewhat vaguely of being unable 1o
provide me prolection from certain “powers” that might crash in from above”.

I've been feeling really vulnerable... and continue 1o fear that you would also want to have me gone “as
s00n as possible”... so as to not have to deal with the rest of what | know about her case. But again, my
questions come out of this lingering sense of responsibility, which continues to build the moere 1 hear you aif
talking about your new palicies and about the nature of sexual abuse in general. The more these
developments move forward, the more | realize that | didn't tetally open up. situation to you. The whole of
her story is much larger and my role in it much more precarious than you might have understood at first. She
is a very complex person with a long history of problems which she is good at hiding. She also plays one
person off another, which makes it hard to help her. But nonetheless, she has been abused, this 'm sure of
and the effects of it could easily be festering inside her still.

| gave Maxine a new accounting of her story and asked her to make it available to you, so | don't wish to
spell out the details again here. Rather, what | am seeking is merely to tighten up and to “give away" as much
of my part in it as | can. I've learned a lot from trying to help her, but recognize certain limits on my part and
ways in which she took advantage of me. What | want now (my metive for talking with you all) is to find a
way to definitively define the situation so that { can detach myself from it. This motive is far from one which
would wish to press charges. When | say that | wish | had known about F's former abuse case, | don't wish to
hold that against him or you, but rather to show just how much turmoil | had been experiencing back then...
Not knowing who he was made things much harder to figure out.

The whole problem cut a deep hele in my life (due to my previous vulnerability in relation to the harassment
coming from the SOT which intensified at this same ime). I'm hurting tremendously still from having to keep
this all so secret, and | need some help to recover my balance. Since.  problems begarn I've felt it
necessary 1o withdraw from life in the little community that | live in to ensure that my ongeing support
of not come.into the view of the others. Peopig here don't know whao | am and this has made me feg] very
strange. | want to reenter life here and find that it is necessary to tell people here some of the story of where |
have been... This s espacially true now that | am under threat of expulsion. People just don’t know what all
I've been dealing with and make wild guesses as to “what's wrong with me”. I've been living a monster's life...
an outcast who must be weird simply because | spend so much time alone. They see me as a person who
can't live normally and are simply not motivated the break the silence. My desire to enter religious life
compounds this social isalation in a number of ways. My lingering anger and frustration with the SOT also
jsolates me because people know that this kind of retribution could happen to them if they associated too
much with me.

People of all sorts have been steering wide around my life for a while now. My experience with
professionals echoes this. | was denied access to confession by two monk-priests who didn’t want to hear
about orte of their own; | lost my spiritual director who was a monk, and now I've even been turned away from
counseling for fear of the secrets I'm holding. There is a sense that I'm being buried aiong with what | know.
And now that the main abuse cases have been publicly setfled and now that I have begun a formal grievance
with the Provost over problems in the SOT, | fear that the goal is turning out'simply to extract me from the
scene entirely with the logic that | am not coping (not going along with the pian). | don’l see any altention is
being paid to how others have dropped me cold. It is for this reason that I've mentioned that | feel powerless.
I'm feeling really abandoned, actually, and understand. ihis to be a serious injustice. Rather than be taken
seriously, my speaking out and trying to get to the roots of the problem (both in the SOT and in the Abbey’s
policies for dealing with abuse victims) seems to have caused people to make further claims that i am
emoticnally unistable {and need to leave). The whale problem is being placed on my shoulders... which of
cosirse makes me rather emotional since ' stifl trying to figure out why all this is happening to me and why
people aren't able fo address the issues I'm bringing up. The silence surrcunding sexual abuse is iike a
cancer. |have this cancer and am siowly being choked to death, so please help me recover from this. ¥m
askirig for the fruth to corma out; at least i some quist place where the right-paople can start o deal with i,

1 think this would entail some simple laking about the situation, about what we have sl learned. And then
whal | need is some compensation for tfie time iost. 1 needio he able fo stay here fil next September hassie
free. | need to be vindicaled and given enough freedom from recumination to study my way through the
remainder of my remaining projects. | arm now asking the Provost to be granted 2 blanket allowance for this
so'that | not be required 1o fight for each part of what | need. The issue is compensation for vrongs done to
me rather than me neading o plead for each lithe “favor®. | realize that the SOT doesn't know the full story
and may be thinking they are acting in my best inferast by asking me to "hurry” and to "kick butt” in order to
finish. But'the real storyls different from this... [fgel the need fo pause briefly and to hesl first and o be
enatied to pidl the whole of my story back together again 8o thet | might finally have 2 brief time of peacsiul
study befora moving on. Pve been feeling really trapped by so many surprising tangles and need to have
these untangled so that | can move forward. Does this make more sense now? Please feel free {0 ask me
questions about this if you wish anything to be further clarified.

| will be leaving for a trip on this Tuesday mid-morning returning on Saturday the 12%, )'d be open to
talking with you before or after that if that- would help. I'm a bit nervous about you all having a meeting about
me and me not being invited. Is this proper??? Please let me know what you're thinking. | really do want to
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get on with my life. Thank you for listening.
Peace,

p.s. as for the nature of the troubles in the SOT, I have had eight years of experience teaching college
at a State school in Wyoming. Inever experienced this much foul play. Any and all written
contracts with students needed to be accounted for and were upheld on a routine basis. Even after an
administrator left office his/her signature was honored and his/her promised kept. There was a
general attitude of trust and collaboration. Policies were never applied retroactively and there were
clearly visible channels for dealing with problems such as favoritism. Our friend. (who is certainly
qualified to evaluate the situation here in the SOT and who spent 2 lot of time actually doing so)
would concur with me that the standards of accountability in the SOT are shockingly low.

T recently shared with you (via Br. Doug) a copy of the 11 page complaint that I turned in to the
President and Provost eatlier this fall. You heard some of these complaints over a year ago but in
fragmented form. Now that I am going through the proper channels and am more organized, you
might wish to review my case. This report leaves out a great number of smaller happenings which
were less easy to document, and it intentionally shelters those professors that I still need to work
with. But those items mentioned in it ought to be enough, especially since I can provide the
documents needed to prove that they really did happen.

Again, though, T am asking simply for more (ime as compensation and would hope that my efforts
would somehow indirectly pressure the SOT into considering a reform of the way they are actually
implementing their policy (i.e., that what’s on paper really happens). I'm certainly not the only one
having such troubles, so I would hope that some gradual, gentle changes are indeed made. The SOT
does have a lot of potential-so it’s worth the effort.

p.s.s. Please note that 'm not upset with the Provost’s generosity in helping me work these issues
out, but it would seem that the SOT continues to feed him biased and incomplete information. It
simply would take too much of his time to be able to evaluate/investigate every little detail of my
case... and it takes no time at all for the SOT to make a fresh attack on me. It’s been over a month
now and we continue to go in circles. The loss of Cisco’s help was also a serious set back. Butlet’s
go on from here, OK?

Wishing you peace once more,
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Skudlarek, William

From: Smaolik-Day, Sherry

Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2002 5:07 PM

To: Reinhart, Dietrich

Cc: Klassen, John; Smorynski, Henry; Hoye, Gregory, Schnettler, Nadine
Subject: CONFIDENTIAL

President Reinhart,
| wanted to inform you that we are addressing a very complicated situation involving a student at the SOT, which involves

an sallegation by this student of past sexual abuse by a monastic member against a different SOT student.

The student we are working with states that she has been unable to complete her SOT coursework in a timely manner,
due to her contention that she had to minister to a close friend who she alleges was sexuaily abused by a monk at SJU,

while she was a sfudent at the 80T,

This alleged abuse occurred some years ago, and Abbot John is more aware of the circumstances involved in this
situation than 1, and has responded to this allegation. As | understand the situation, the alleged victim has refused o fils a
complaint and denies that the abuse occurred. However, the student alleging this incident, states that she was traumatized
by this incident, and therefore could not complete her coursework In a-timely manner. In the process of trying to get this
time extension, she is talking to certain staff about this alleged sexual abuse.

"This stugent has also gone fo Maxine Bamett, an advocate for victims of clergy abuse working with the monastery, about
this issue. Ms. Barnett doesn't feel that this issue fits her role as an advodate for those abused by clergy.

We are working on finding a resolution to this situation, and we will keep you informed if new information becomes
available.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions, comments or concerns.
Respectfully,
Sherry Smolik Day

Sherry Smollk Day

Joint Director of Student Human Rights and Diversity
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University

37 So. College Ave.

St. Joseph, MN 56377

Phone: (320)383-5485

Fax:  (320)363-5006

Email:
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Skud!larek, William

From:
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2002 6:16 PM
To: Klassen, Jobn
Subject: developments
Dear Abbot John,
{ just returned from a visit with She was hospitalized last week; she is exhausted and withdrawn within herself. |

faar for her life, but can do nothing. | feel that this tangle of lives has also drawn me fo the edge as my own situation
continues to get torn apart by all this. [ feel that it is not my responsibility to prove that sexual misconduct happened, I'm
niot trying ic play games here, but only need 1o find a way to deal with the lingerina effects of the past, bothin  life and in
my own. The pain continues sc | am asking again for your help and prayers. is making serlous plans to isave the
Church, and 1 find myself encouraging her in her efforts to seek out help out there beyond this mess we have here. Maybe
this will help her to heal, but the condernnation rests on us... | too need a way through all this, but feel that all this pain is
calling me closer to the sacrifice on the altar... to stand at the center of everything with Christ. It's a painful place to be, |
continue to pray for reconciliation, but find myself repeatedly torn apart by the silence that is covering our lives.

L ask for one thing today. That the paper | was working on with Cisco (the one you asked him to disconnect from) now
be guided by Dr. David Fagerberg who was my first feacher here that first summer. He is willing to mentor me, even
though he is busy with his new job at Mundelein as head of the Liturgical Institute. 1am honored by this but unsure if Dean
Cahoy is going to accept his offer. | will not have an answer for another week since Dr. Cahoy is out of the country. But
this gives me time to let you know about the situation. 1 need a way to continue what | was working on with Cisco. It's just
something that I'm not willing or able to let go of. | think that it would also heip Cisco to live with the restrigtions placed
upon hir and with his fading health if | could continue.

'm in the midst of emailing the Provast about Dr. Fagerberg's generous offer, but wanted to make contact with you first.
Please help in whatever way that you can. | need some way to move forward now; some way to do something positive in
the midst of alf this negativity. Cisco’s vision is truly life-giving and | don’t want to run from it. Dr. Fagerberg's vision is
similar, and it also tums out that he has an amazingly positive view of monasticism as well (which is where | had wanted to
take Cisco’s ideas too)... His next book focuses directly on the importance of asceticism in prayer which gives me plenty of
common ground to share my work with him. He sent me a draft copy of the first chapter. Please dori't let Dr. Cahoy

destroy this one small path that | have.

In search of God’s peace,

p.s. I'm talking with Maxine again this Wednesday and continue to keep you and all the monks in my prayers.
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Skudlarek, William

From:

Sent: Weanesday, October 16, 2002 4:51 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: after talking with Maxine

Dear Abbot John,

{ Ieft Maxine this morning knowing that she was going to contact you. | assume that you are at least a little aware that
J've been dealing with some intense feelings this week. Know that taking communion from your hands last Monday
calmed my soul considerably. | chose to stav with the Church at that moment... ali the while feeling crucified by it. After
trying to "pastor”. : on the streets of trying to see if 1 could get her to go and talk with Maxine, | found myself
moving along with her further from the Church. Her frailly is strangely attractive. |can understand Fran's emotions,
perhaps, as being like this too.

This morming, what I had asked Maxine to ask you was if | could talk with you briefly with her as a guide. Somehow |
need to let go of s pain,.. Oddly, it feels like a return to the faith to o do... a confession of having been too angry
about her being abused (and me silenced and reduced to a secondary victim). | have been closed in on myself, on this
pain, on the memories that don't fit.... But at the same time [ have a strong desire to forgive Fran, to forgive your monks
who have hidden his guilt, who have pushed me away along with what | hold in my mernory. This is hard for me to do.
The pain is fresh and it has gone deep within me. I'm not trying to pul anyone on trial for these abuses... but to move
bayond the tangle of huriful secrets by letting God wash them clean with his awn sacrifice of love... the cross.

That's what made me so emotional during prayers on Monday, It was almost a mystical experience for me... in talking
with you, if you would like to do this for me, | would ask only that | be allowed to forgive the Abbey for the pain | have
experienced here while helping © * to survive. This desire to forgive is not a cheap thing... It involves putting myself on
the cross and accepting what | am asked to bear ... It amazes me that my one short talk with you over a year ago had this
same core theme of touching what is inside me... | had not planned to “cry for the poor” in front of you. It just happened
that the core of me broke open in front of you.

Know that | am aware that the connections in all this sound a bit serious, and that | am also planning to talk therm out
with a professional counselor. But the core of my faith is also held within these experiences. | need to “be” with them and
get to know them better... It is there at this core that | experience God very, very close beside me... a God who suffers with
love for us.

But | don't want to think this al! out... only fo act on it in faith... and to seek to forgive as | am forgiven. If you are too
busy for this or too worried about how it might go... § would ask if maybe you know a mank-priest who could walk through
this with me... someone who could take Cisco's place for a while. 'm hoping to stay here until next September if the
Provostlets me... and | want to work gently on my papers and exams and to seek out the help of both a spiritual director
and a counselor during this time. Yes, | want to seek out and get to know this suffering God who is calling me to the altar
o be near him... the one who is with . now... the one who continues to seek her out after the rest of us have
abandoned her to her pain.

Does this help you understand ... and perhaps to trust me at this point???

Prayerfully,
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Dear Al,
) would ke to suggest a meeting of many of those involved in the situation involving SOT student
. ' has been in contact with most of you and | know you are working hard to
resolve the concerns she raises, However, she has been cailing me almost daily and cantinues to
be very distressed about her situation, and feels that she is not getting any resolution that is
agreeable to her. She has mentioned twice in the last two days that she is considering going to
go an attorney about some of the concerns she feals aren't being addressed as she believes they
should be, and therefore, she believes she is being prevented from having the amount of time
she needs !o finish her studies at SOT.

| would see the purpose of this meeting as allowing us to approach her situation in a less
fragmented manner and to discuss the many issues involved hers, to discuss what all has been
done to address her concerns to date, and determine how we can best meet this student's needs
and put some closure on this situation for now.

One additional note: has been speaking with Maxine Barnett, the Direclor of the local
hattered women's shelter, whao is also an advocate for victim's abused by the clergy. The clergy
abuse issue that alleges happened to her friend, is a large part of this problem (in

mind).

Maxine would be willing to meet with us. If you decide we should meet, would you like me fo
invite her to this meeting, or would you prefer to keep this an internial group at this time?
Is there anyone else that should be at this mesting?

Thank you,
Sherry Smolik Doy

Sherry Smolik Day

Joint Director of Student Human Rights and Diversity
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University

37 So. College Ave,

St Joseph, MN 58377

Phone: {320)363-5485

Fax:  {320)363-5006

Email:
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Skudlarek, William

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2002 7:31 PM
To: Klassen, John

Ce:

Dear Abbot John,

My name is and I am a grad student here at Saint John's. You spoke with my father a
couple of weeks ago concerning my difficulties with the Abbey monks that I have scen on campus
and in the newspaper. My father can be guite sensitive to this issue and so he responded. This time it
is coming from me. At the time you spoke with my father, you said you would take care of it. On
Monday of this week I ended up in the same (public) elevator, alone, with Fran Hoefgen. Iam not
sure of the level of his restriction, but I am sure about the right I have to attend the school that I pay
for without being forced back into my own trauma.

Normalty I would wait this out as I am leaving (because of this) in December to finish my degree
from home. However, at this point I am the only person standing between my father and the Star
Tribune. Above and beyond that, it makes me angry that I generally feel unsafe on campus. ©have
gotten rid of my meal plan at the refectory because I don't want to face even the possibility of seeing
any of the restricted monks, and, as much as possible, I study off campus so that I can concentrate. [
don't suppose you know how far I have come in the past 2.5 years since T have told my family about
the abuse I endured starting at age six. I have worked very, very hard to get where Iam. Iam twenty
three, finishing my graduate degree and living of fairly social and productive life--I am a survivor.
Your monks are threatening this--I cannot afford to go back to that time--1 wouldn't make it through
again. Every time I deal with this issue, especially when it is thrown in my face, 1 begin to relive
what happened to me. They call this re-victimization. Idid not come here to let this happen to me
again. Iam already leaving in December and have pretty much isolated myself from the community--
I don't even go to Mass. That is all I can do, and frankly it is way too much and I ought not have to
be put in this situation. I am becoming increasingly mentally and emotionally distressed and that is
effecting me intellectually. I becoming less able to do what I came here to do,

In this situation, I am dealing with you--not Susan Wood, Patty Weishaar, or Bill Cahoy. They are
wonderful people, but they can't solve this problem--only you can. That being said, I would prefer

that you deal directly with me and no one else. If the time comes where I feel it necessary to speak
with any of the above, T will.

10/23/02

OSB HOEFGEN_00249



Page 1 of 2

Skudlarek, William

From: McGraw, Rene

Sent:  Thursday, October 24, 2002 4:23 PM
To: Skudtarek, William

Subject: RE:

Hello Wiiliam,

Wy instinct is to say that in this case, we cannot do any more than what we have done. | think that we need to
say that we are surely committed to helping her in any way that we can, but that we feel that our first
responsibility is simply to make things safe. The Abbot may feel it necessary to alert Fran to this concern and
to ask him not to ride an elevator with just one other person, but | think that beyond that, what we can offer her
is only sympathy and concern, The re-victimization, though surely an aspect of her experience, would not be
seen as re-victimization since, though she may not be personally ready for such contact, riding the elevator
does not seem to me to put anyone in jeopardy, nor eating in the refectory when monks on restriction are
ealing there with their guests. 1t is sad for her to feal the necessity to withdraw because of that fesling of being
re-victimized, but | think that it will be a necessary part of her growth to health to be sble eventually 1o do thatl,
That she can not yel feel corfortable does not seem tome to necessitate that the warld should be changed for

her sake.

| am also sorry that her father plans to go to the Star Tribune, but if such be the case, then such is the case.

Rene
----- Criginal Message-----
From: Skudlarek, William
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2002 4:10 PM
To: Mullin, Doug; Stewart, Columba; McGraw, Rene
Subject: FW:
Folks,
Abbot John would like your advice on this one.
William
--Qriginal Messaqe-----
From:
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2002 7:31 PM
To: Klassen, John
Cc:
Subject:
Dear Abbot John,
My name is and I am a grad student here at Saint John's. You spoke with my
father a couple of weeks ago concerning my difficulties with the Abbey monks that I have
seen on campus and in the newspaper. My father can be quite sensitive to this issue and so he
responded. This time it is coming from me. At the time you spoke with my father, you
said you would take care of it. On Monday of this week I ended up in the same (public)
elevator, alone, with Fran Hoefgen. I am not sure of the level of his restriction, but I am sure
about the right I have to attend the school that I pay for without being forced back into my
own trauma.
10/24/02
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Skudiarek, William

From: McGraw, Rene

Sent; Thursday, October 24, 2002 4:43 PM

To: Skudlarek, William

William,

| had an additional thoughl. Probably the best person to ask would be Susan Wood. | gather from the letter of that

she must have talked to Susan already, so it would not be breaking any confidences. But | think that we have to be careful
not to try to respond to every suggestion that people have, especially when they seem irrational. My own understanding,
drawn from alcoholism, is that the alcoholic needs to be able to be around people who are drinking alsohol. | would gather
that the same thing might be true here. Sometimes | think that the sense of anger and frustration often comes out in
wanting to control others. | don't think that is healthy for her nor fot Fran or others.

Rene
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Skudlarek, William

From: Mullin, Doug

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2002 8:36 AM

To: Skudlarek, William; Stewart, Columba; McGraw, Rene

Subjest: RE:

I get the sense from the letter that Abbot John has talked with her father, but has not
communicated with her. I'm wondering what is behind about her stated preference
that SOT leadership not be involved—especially since she has already made the
decision to leave. It doesn’t seem that she would be concerned that their involvement
would jeopardize her status. On the other hand, she may just want to contain
information about her past experiences with abuse.

It sounds like her goal is to “feel safe.” While it seems unlikely she will ever feel safe
in her present state of mind, she seems to believe she will feel safer if she can avoid
seeing any monk who has been publicly identified as “on restriction.” Irecommend
that we cooperate with any reasonable accommodations she might suggest. I suggest
that the abbot (or you, William) listen to her to find out what it is that she really wants.
1 also recommend that she be invited to propose some sort of a plan (i.e., times she
might be in particular places relevant to her life as a student so that we might be able
to determine if it would be reasonable to accommodate her. For example, if she

typically studies in the Alcuin during the evenings, or has class on ond Quad Monday
mornings and uses the elevator to get there, I would think we could accommodate her
until she leaves in December. Listening to her would be the first step. If what she
requests seems reasonable, we should go with it. Otherwise, I think SOT leadership
needs to be brought in to propose reasonable accommodations.

----- Original Message-—---

From: Skudlarek, William

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2002 4:10 PM

To: Mullin, Doug; Stewart, Columba; McGraw, Rene
Subject: FW:

Folks,
Abbot John would like your advice on this one.
William

-----QOriginal Message---—-

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2002 7:31 PM
To: Klassen, John

Cc

10/25/02
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Skudlarek, William
From: Stewart, Columba
Sent:  Friday, October 25, 2002 9:34 AM

To: Mullin, Doug; Skudiarek, William; McGraw, Rene

Subject: RE:

Folks:

I am less optimistic than Doug that stated needs can be readily

accommodated. We have been clear about what our policy on restriction means
and doesn't mean. It does not mean incarceration or that offenders will never be
seen on campus. I think we have been responsible on this matter and I don't know
what more we can or should do. ] am sensitive to her comments about
revictimization but I don't see what we can do for her at this stage of her recovery:
I would think that any place in the Church could present similar challenges to her
at this time.

Columba

10/25/02
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From: Epsky, Patti

Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2002 3:36 PM
To: Cahay, Bill; Wood, Susan; JBK

Cc: Reinhart, Dietrich

Subject: SOT Student

Importance: High

Dear Bill and Susan,

came to my office today asking to see Br. Dietrich fo discuss her situation. We had a fairly lengthy
conversation about the situation, and | shared with her my own summary of conversations | have had with her father, Sr.
Susan, Abbot John (brief), Br. Dietrich, and Sherry 8molik Day.

Toward the end of the rheeting | asked her what & was she hoped that the President wouid be able to do for her. She said
she would fike to have the same resources as she would if she were here and she oullined the following:

1. Library - to be able to work with # librarian who could forward articles and books 1o her as needed (o1 a weekly or
bi-weekly basis as necessary), and to be able to Use the books she currently has checked out until the end of the

year. :

2. Accommodations - 1o have g pliice i stay with a computer when she needs to come here to be on campus; the
cost 1o be borne by the SOT - either Emmaus or the Seminary (not the computer in Emmaus, which she states is
quite oid), This woyld for sure be during the last two weeks of the semester while she is taking written and oral
comps and some other times as necassary, (It is my sense that she could sehedule this out for the semester.)

3. A desk which she would be able 1o use at home.,
4. For the President to call her father,

1 told her | would do what | could to find out if these accommodations could be made. | stated that | would be in-contact
with her tomorrow afternoon (Wednesday) as to the:status of the requests.

thave already tatked with Mike Kathman and he doesn’t see any problem with accomrodating #'1. With Internet actess,
a proxy setvice can be set up whereby san have everything available electronically in her home, Books in the Saint
Johw's coliection and periedicals will not be & problem - though inner ibrary loaris have a very short time allotrent and
she will need to be atlentive to that. s .

Bi%a?’r;d Susan, can you please respond with your thoughts about.whether you are willing to accommodate #s 2
an .

| will ask Br. Dietrich about #4.
Thank you.
Patti
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SOT Student Page 1 of 2

JBK

"From: Cahoy, Bill o - ’
Sent:  Wednesday, December 11, 2002 12:57 AM

To: Epsky, Patti; Wood, Susan; JBK

Ce: Reinhait, Dietrich

Subject: RE: SOT Student

This is fine with me--though I'm not sure what the rationale is for subsidizing her campus housing in
the spring when we are not doing so now. But that is not an out of pocket expense and I see no
reason to make an issue of it. Practically, how do we get her a.desk?

Bill

-----Original Message-----

From: Epsky, Paiti

Sent: Tue 12/10/2002 3:36 PM

To: Cahoy, Bill; Wood, Susan; JBK
Cc: Reinhart, Dietrich

Subject: SOT Student

Dear Bill and Susan,

came to my office today asking to see Br. Dietrich to discuss her situation. We had a fairly
lengthy conversation abaut the situation, &nd | shared with her my own summary of conversations |
have had with her father, Sr. Susan, Abbot John (brief), Br. Dietrich, and Sherry Smolik Day.

Toward the end of the meeting | asked her what it was she hoped that the President would be abie to do
for her, She said she would like to have the same resources as she would if she were here and she
outlined the following:

1. Library - to be able to work with a librarian who could forward articles and books fo her as needed
{on a weeldy of bi-weekly basis as necessary), and to be able to use the books she currently has
checked out until the end of the year.

2. Accommodations — to have a place to stay with a computer when shé needs to come here to be
on campus, the cost to be borne by the SOT -- either Emmaus or the Seminary (not the computer in
Emmaus, which she states is quite old). This would for sure be during the last two weeks of the

semester while she is taking written and oral comps and some other times as necessary. (It is my sense
that she could schedule this out for the semester.)

3. A desk which she would be able fo use at home.

4, For the President to call her father. -

| told her | would do what | could to find out if these accommgdations could be made. | stated that1
would be in contact with her tomorrow afterngon (Wed;r_mé’sgay) as to the status of the requests.

| have already talked with Mike Kathman and he doesn't see anv rroblem with accommodating #'1.
With Internet access, a proxy service can be set up whereby zan have everything available
electronically in her home. Books in the Saint John's collection and periodicals will not be a problem -
though inner library loans have a very short time allotment and she will need to be attentive to that.

Bill and Susan, can you pleasé respond \)Vith your tﬁoughts about whether you are willing to
accommodate #s 2 and 37

12/11/2002
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| will ask Br. Dietrich about #4.
Thank you.

Patti

12/11/2002
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Skudlarek, William

From: Hoefgen, Francis

Sent: Thursday, December 26, 2002 9:30 AM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: Personal

December 26, 2002

Decembar 26 doc

Abbot John,

Sister Rachel Crotti in San Francisco is helping me with placement for the three month volunteer time in Africa,
Her phone number is 415-433-1588,

She has requested a curriculum vitae from me (which I will FAX) and a recommendation from you. 1have sent
you an email version so you could make changes that you feel necessary. Some have suggested that I write one I
would like you to send and you can adjust it as you feel necessary.

A hard copy is enclosed for you as well. Could you give me a copy of what you send as well?
Sister Rachel has requested that you FAX it to her at this number: 415-421-6049.

The reason ] am doing this now is that T am going to visit family on Friday December 27% and will return
January 5™,

I hope you can find it in your heart to send this in the next few days or so. If you have any questions while I am
in Michigan please feel free to call at my sister in laws. Her name is and her phone number is
I will be here beginning Saturday the 28™.

Peace,

Fran
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December 26, 2002

Dear Sister Rachel,

First let me extend to you greetings for a blessed Christmas Season and a New Year
nurtured in God’s grace!

Several weeks ago Francis Hoefgen and T spoke about the possibility of taking some time
to do volunteer work in Africa and we had a good conversation. Just recently I learned that you
requested a recommendation from me to support his desire at this time. It is for this reason that 1
am writing to you today. Ido believe it would be important for our community to have a
connection with Aftica anid I feel very positive about his request.

Fran has been a faithful monk of this monastery since his graduation from Saint John's
University in 1972 with a degree in philosophy and psychology. Following his profession of
final vows in 1976 he pursued ordination to serve in the local Church and in our monasiery. He
was ordained in 1979 and served in two parishes for a period of 13 years, during which time he
has done wonderful work and has many friends in both parishes he served in during that time
period. He has manifested a deep love of the people of God and been very creative in his service
10 these parishes.

In 1983 Fran did have a sexual incident with a 17 year old boy while in parish ministry.
Following the incident Fran did receive professional help to understand his actions and to make
the necessary changes in his life. He completed an extensive time of therapy at Saint Luke’s
Institute and received a positive evaluation to return to ministry. Following treatment he served
in positions of trust without incident and then returned to the abbey after seven years where he

has served with great care as Guest Master for the past nine years. During both periods of
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service he did extraordinary work and I do not have any concerns about giving him a positive
recommendation for a period of volunteer work in Africa.

Over the past three years Fran also completed a program of study at Creighton University
in Omaha in their Christian Spirituality Program to be Spiritual Director and to give directed
retreats. He has also given community retreats to Ursuline Nunis, Franciscan Woman’s
Communities, Benedictine Sisters, School Sisters of Notre Dame, and Sisters of the Sacred Heart;
all of which have given very positive feedback following the retreats.

1 also want to say that Fran has a solid prayer life and is seeking to deepen his awareness
of the presence of God in the poor and with those who suffer pain. Over the past ten years Fran

')\ as also grown to become quite a good photographer and his photographs are used for many
publications here on campus. His sensitivity is manifest in his capturing nature and wild life
which manifests his eye for beauty.

I believe that Fran’s experience in Africa will enhance our own community upon his
return as he desires to open his-mind and heart through this experience with the poor. At this
time in his life he simply desires mwfgmmadically new experience and is open to hew
directions this may lead him in his life. I could write more but I believe you perceive my positive
support for this new experience for Fran that will certainly have a profound effect on him and
those who come in contact with him. Also those who work with him will certainly enjoy his
gentle presence and his willingness to work will be obvious in whatever capacity he is needed. If

you have any questions please feel free to call me directly at 320-363-2544. Peace be with you!
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, Dec 28", 2002

Dear Abbot John,

I've been talking with Maxine since August and have been able to disentangle much of
what was previously tangled. I've also talked through an informal grievance process with
the Provost that has brought some much needed order to my MA program. Icame close to
complete closure on all this in about mid-November actually. I want to be settled inside
and to have what I know match with what is now being proclaimed as well as with what is
now happening. But this is not happening. Iam struggling to retain a belief that the
Church (the one we live in day-to-day) rests upon the Truth. I need to reestablish trust in
this Church so as to rest in this Truth... otherwise I will need to find another path towards it.
This trust has been broken and remains so, most especially in my case. To be enabled to
contribute to the Church in any positive way at this point, I need your help.

Things still don’t match up between what I experienced these last few years and what is
being said and done at this point. Although much progress has been made, there have been
a few sizeable gaps in the logic that I'm hearing. I have no desire to confront anyone
publicly... absolutely no desire for this. But I'm finding it impossible to proceed without
asking for some sort of process that would help me to work through that which remains.

The problem for me is this. My friend’s case is hung up with her not wanting to push it
forward. In order to cope with it, she has thrust the incongruent parts of it onto me. I fully
understand how her behavior effects you, and I have no desite to push the case forward for
her. She is incapable of it and this reality must be honored. Yet the rub comes when 1
think through the reasons for why she cannot move forward at this point. 1 realize that you
cannot do anything more for her until she does, but the issue for me is that she is still very
much caught in a vulnerable spot due to her unfinished dissertation and the way this
project renders her dependent on the good will of the Abbey and school. She will not be
free of this complication until she is done with her degree. So we all must sit in the void
and wait.

I do trust that you will act appropriately when and if the time comes to do so. But in the
meantime, my life is being put on hold in 2 way that is intolerable for me. My situation
has been greatly effected by all the constraints and secrecy surrounding her case. Ilost my
spiritual director, I’ve been denied access to a confessor for over two years now... and
when [ talk through what has happened to ine with anyone, the topic immediately shifts to
questions that relate to my friend”s situation. I've lost the support of friends, of the SOT,
and of the monks. Frankly, I've lost my identity, except for my own mner ability to
remember what it was before all this happened.

T’ve even been denied access to counseling on campus due to the possibility that it
would be interfered with “from above”. Even this logic that was so clearly stated to me in
secret has been denied by the very people who voiced it ... such that it has been replaced
with a weak and unsubstantiated defensive claini that I “might” need more specialized help
than they could provide. This claim further cuts into my being, accusing me of being the
source of certain imagined problems that could cover up for what is really happening here.
Gradually I’ve been asked to take on the full brunt of what is not happening. I hold
information that goes contrary to what is being presented to the public. I cannot keep this
knowledge inside without sharing it with at least those closest to me... It is too essential...
and too seriously shattered to ignore. It is most basically a matter of sharing my struggles
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time to spend on such things. The Provost and the SOT are asking me to finish my degree
by May and I have my doubts as to this happening so fast after having had to switch
majors. The deal I cut with the Provost leaves no room for any emotional or legal
struggles. Thus, in reality, [ cannot follow through with any of this. Even wrxtmg this
letter is taking precious time away from my studies. A solution worked out in the abstract
is no solution at all.

I need more time ol the very least. 1 have no one who is willing to grant me this time.
I’ve asked to be able to stay on campus until the end of the fall term in order to have the
time needed to do all that needs doing, but this has been denied. No one is willing to
acknowledge the whole of the problem. I need your help here. I’m caught within a lot of
partial solutions that T cannot follow through on in the time remaining without failing at
something that would be vital to the success of the whole. I am willing to pay for and
follow through with counseling if it is done within a more supportive environment (and its
limitations are acknowledged). But at this point, such an environment does not exist. The
second problem here is that my job in the retirement center is ending in May as well (I was
told by a friend that they have another candidate in mind for it).

I don’t want to stay any longer than [ need to, but it seems that I need a liitle more time
than what has been allotted to me. I am asking only that all of these deadlines be extended
until Dec 2003, It would be a serious injustice if T was to be pushed through this mess too
quickly and without the support that is due to me. Ireally don’t feel that I'm asking for
mugch here.... just to be treated with the same fairness that others are treated. Even if this
would extend my stay longer than what others are allowed, it is a matter of giving back to
me the time that was lost due to these years spent in limbo... Because what I know of my
friend does not fit with official established truth, the support I needed had been withdrawn
(and withdrawn in an irrational way piece by piece, painfully)...

Over and over again, I’ve been abandoned after an initial offer of assistance. At first 1
look normal (or at least I did) but then as a share myself with others, I find that I cannot
truly participate in anything due to what I know about my friend... T hold a poison cup in
my hand and cannot rid myself of it. I need your protection here. I'm asking for the very
basics of support... merely to be allowed to continue to work towards a reasonable solution.
Please, can we talk this over before things get worse? 1think it would belp a lot just to
speak openly together about what is happening... that way we can let God help us to heal
what is wrong. We canniot solve my friend’s problems, but these more hidden (smaller)
problems with my own situation are a separate case. 1 would hope that my case could be
resolved, at least now that so many of the details have already been worked through by
Maxine and by the Provost. I just need the time to take both of these partial solutions
seriously... and I need to be respected for what it is that T have done well in the midst of all
this chaos. I’m not the thorn here.., please don’t let them thrust me out as if I was. That
would not serve the truth, but only bury it further.

Sincerely in Christ,
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Skudlarek, William

From:

Sent: Friday, January 03, 2003 9:33 PM
To: 'Klassen, John'

Subject: please....

Dear Abbot John,

I'm not sure that you got the letter | sent to you on Dec. 28", | was expecting to get a reply of some kind.
I'm not sure that you are understanding my intentions... or the grave importance of my need to talk with you.
I'm not even sure that you are receiving the correspondence that ! sent to you, given all the others who are
helping you with the crisis. | am rather surprised at the total silence on your part. It scares me tremendously,
in fact. | feel bound by it to continue in my own silence and isolation. I'm not sure how much longer | can live
this way. | know that it is fearing into my life blood, this whole thing about my friend’s situation needs o be set
behind me.

I don't think you realize that | need you to tell me that it is OK to do so. | don’t want to accuse you of wrong
doing here, but your silence is keeping me bound in the past... Every time | reach out to start over, the old
story of my previous silence and lack of silence shouts out to me and | back off again. | need to talk with Fr.
Landelin or somecne about where I'm going next, about what | feel called to do with my life, what is bringing
me joy today that | would like to move toward... but | fear the curse of knowing too much negative stuff and
having that so visible in my heart... The whole weight of the first line of that conversation stops me cold. | just
don't feel free to BE with anyone. The scar on my soul is too large... | can't explain who 1 am without talking
about it.., But then, the problem repeats, as each time that | try to touch it and move beyond, I'm rejected
again for it.

I need for you, at least, to say that it's OK of have this scar... and that life can go on with it being there...
Otherwise I'm not going to move passed this. Even though | am willing to be free of it, I end up having to hide
it again... After awhile, | end up doing nothing at all to reach out. Potential new friends become walking
strangers to me... That's because 1 really can't hide it. | have long since grown tired of trying to explain the
whole of it fo anyone... It defies explanation. So I'm really not into breaching anyone’s confidentiality in search
of “full understanding” of the problem. | really do want to let it pass into the past.

But the fact remains that I'm stuck where | am. | would like to tell Fr. Landelin so that | can move passed it,
but I'm afraid this will start the whole rejection process all over again. I'm not even sure that he can hear the
rest of my story or know how to respond to it... but | haven’t been able to even start the effort {again with him
or anyone else). Life has really gotten so very tangled. This spring 'm going to be facing a few very difficult
tasks with comps especially. | need to be able to start over or these tasks will crumble before me...

| need to feel free to lean into the future that is coming. But when ) don't hear from you, | wonder what my
status really is around here. If you're not willing to speak with me, | can’t imagine that anyone else would be
willing to do so. As long as you are silent, | remain condemned by mere association with things unspeakable.
If you're not willing to take in my story, how can | imagine that it is OK to move hevond it? -— | think for the
most part that the core of this story is that | was betrayed by the SOT { slanderting my character
to start with) and that this happened at the very moment that | was the most engaged in extracting my friend
from her mess. | feel that the lack of resolution on the SOT problem (the Provost's inability to gain justice for
me after three months of negotiating) is linked with this lingering curse... I'm feeling that the whole of this place
{Abbey and SOT) wishes that | would simply disappear, period... To be wished into a retroactive non-
personhood is to BE dead. And when [ get no further reply either from the Provost or from you, my fear is
confirmed.

The facts here are that | was hurt twice in rapid succession and that | have taken these two simultaneous
events on as one event since they are now reinforcing each other in very real ways... This double silence has
proven impossible to break through in reality, thus it must indeed be a real constraint placed on me. | would
like to push both events into the past together now... but | can't since they linger in the eyes of each of you as
you look at me and remember to n1ot say anything to me. Could you please help me to break this silence???7?
! pray to God that you can understand this.

| hope this makes more sense to you.

Sincerely in Christ,

jory
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From: Klassen, John

Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2001 3;16 PM
To:

Subject: Some questions...

Helio

ovet the past weeks you have written a number of e-mail messages to me and | have not been able to respond
promptly. Coming back from vacation | was immediataly confronted with the backlog of work, Father Athanase’s
dsath and funeral, and you know the list goes on.

| do think we should meet to talk about our plaris for the future. Tomorrow is pretty well gone, | am gone all day
Thursday, but there Is room on Friday, Let me know if something here works for you. Abbot John
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Skudiarek, William

From:

Sent: Tuesday, January 07, 2003 11:08 AM
To: Kiassen, John
Subject; new developiments...

Jan. 7™, 2003

Dear Abbot John,

I need to continue my one-sided dialogue with you. T pray that this further information will help you.
There are several new events which you should know about. At this point T found out through informal
channels that my werk contract with the Abbey is not going to be renewed for another year... and that
this complies with a request made by the school of theslogy (who ought not to have any say in the
matter). This situation is paralleled by harassment on the job by I ynderstand that my

met with you to witness Yo my good conduct at work and to the problem of on-going
harassment. She and I both fear that her coming to my aid will also put her own job at risk. This is yet
one more example of the hidden effects that  abuse case has had on me, though the SOT is the more
direct cause of this problem. It is very trying on my nerves to be singled out in this way.

These employment problems are paralleled by a refusal on the part of my third committee member on
my MA comps board to grant me access to her class this spring even though this is not an unreasonable
request (and it is one that other students are allowed). The fact that this access is being denied me is
a serious indication that this professor is not willing to work with me. I am currently making plans to
have her removed from my comps board at all costs. I will be meeting with the Provost on this matter
next week.

This is a continuation of a larger problem with the school's inability to protect student's rights. In
this regard, the part of this latest problem which the Provost does not yet know is that I have
circumstantial evidence that she also breeched confidential information about me to persons outside the
school (in a similar manner to the way that did). I have not gotten any compensation for
the damages caused by actions even though my case against her is fairly well documented.
There seems to be no effective means for guaranteeing to students that they do indeed have a right to
confidentiality. I have kept this second incident secret (not reporting it to the Provost) since I feared
that her retaliation could endanger my success of comps. I feel strongly that this recent refusal on
her part to let me sit in on her class is a defensive move on her part or at least a continuation of the
same maltreat of me and that this warrants her remaval from the board.

As T laid open to you in my last letter, the problem seems to be snow-balling. Thus far I have taken
quiet measures to solve it since it is connected my ~ more sensitive case, but my protection of her is
turning out to be my undoing. I'm feeling more and more that I need a lawyer. Still I dream of
resolving things minimally so that I don't have to. I still feel that you are committed to a fair resolution
to all this, but expect that you are having difficulty figuring out what is really going on. T too have had
a lot of trouble sorting through all the tangled pieces of evidence. However, after so many attempts to
explain the whole of the mess, I'm more inclined to just focus on what would allow me to move beyond it.

I think that I have indeed become a secondary victim here and that I have very few means available for
1
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extracting myself. Meeting with you to workout a minimum arrangement would bring me great peace.

T feel that your help is essential here given that both the interests of your representative, Fr. Bill 5.,
and those of the SOT have been well served by ignoring my case and playing it off against itself. I have
thus far been willing to try to keep my story out of print in order  case not be exposed. But it is also
true that the SOT has taken advantage of my silence, justifying inaction due to my case being so closely
linked with the Abbey's need for secrecy. This even interfered with my search for counseling support
as I reported fo you previously, and the same happened when I sought out a confessor, ... Now I'm losing
my good reputation at work over this. Can't anything be dane? T am more than willing fo forgive anyone
for past events once some order can be reestablished, but need some rather tangible help first.

Lwould need just this minimum:

1. that a new third member be appointed to my comps board. (I would be willing to change my minor to
systematics in order to do this)... and I would ask that this person be Dr. Evans (and that he not evade the
politics involved by refusing the request). I will work with the Provost on this.

2. that I be given the assurance of residency on campus until September to finish comps if this arrangement
doesn't bear fruit this spring. (I remain committed to trying to complete the MA this spring, but need the
assurance that prior improprieties of certain faculty not be allowea to interfere with this process). I don't feel
that it should be necessary to take these people to court before being granted this protection, either, since this
effectively nullifies the promise that students do have a right to confidentiality. What is not proactively
protecied cannot be assured. Thus far the Provost has not been able to protect me on this count,

3. I would also ask that my job situation be reviewed by neutral persons and that its continuance not be hinked
with the school's politics since I am most clearly an employee of the Abbey and not merely a student worker.

T look forward to your reply as soon as you get the chance,
Sincerely in Christ,
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Some questions... Page 1 of 1

Skudlarek, William

From:
Sent:  Wednesday, January 15, 2003 10:51 AM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: RE: Some questions...

Dear Abbot John,

I wish to clarify one point, I've been trying to be brief in hopes of being heard, but that might be
making me sound a bit threatening. I'm in a dialogue this week with Patty Epski that is helping. She
recognizes the need to address certain legal issues in the SOT. What I want to make clear is that I
have an absolute mirimuam in mind when I speak of "compensation" for the damages caused, and that
this refer solely to the situation in the SOT. This means simply and specifically that I need to be
given back the time lost. I'm not talking about any monetary settlements or even of any need to bring
out the whole of the story in public in order to "punish” anyone. I fully plan to leave both my job and
my apartment when I've finished with school. I would hope that would be as early as the end of the
sunmer term, but if things continue to take more time than they should due to interference coming
from fallout related to these legal issues, I will need more time (it might even be that too much time
has been lost already in order to finish the MA by May, but I will try to do so).

1 feel that this is a focused, minimal and reasonable request. The talks I have had with the Provost
also seemed to concur that this is reasonable. The vulnerable point seems to be with his not having a
strong power base from which to speak and act. So far I'm willing to go with the process. I'm not
looking for an easy way out, but only a fair one. If the process cannot come up with a fair resolution
we will need to do something mote.

I hope this helps you. At this point I am focused solely on the coniplications caused by

slanderous breech of my right to privacy and how this seriously compromised my tature at a
time when the case with A required that I rernain absolutely silent. I trust you far, far more than I do
the SOT. Let us pray that all these problems will slip into history with no more trouble. My friend
is on her own now. 1doubt if1 will ever talk with her again... though I am praying for all involved.

Peace,

1/15/03
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" JBK

From: Reinhart, Dietrich

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 11:57 PM
To: JBK

Subject; ’

John, Patti has been working on this.

~~~~~ Original Message-—--

From: Reinhart, Dietrich

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 11:55 PM
To: Ensky, Patt

Subject: FW: disturbing memories

Welcome back, Patti. There is a human rights procedure. It is the only one which we follow.

D

-=--Original Message-----

From:

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 11:40 AM
Ta: Reinhart, Dietrich

Subject: disturbing memorles

Dear Br. Dietrich,

Fm making headway on my MA, Things look good for me now {| like the theology that is going into roy final paper-it's a
truly beautiful view of God). ‘At this point | fee! thai | have been given a fair deal for taking comps, and that | will be able to
finish my degree relatively free of the tangles that had praviotsly blocked progress. _

But there are a few lingering memories that | feel | need to share with someone really high up. They are making me feel
rather ugly inside. I'm aware of a second sexual impropriety case that is further within the SOT than the other. | was only
told about it from a distance and don't have any desire to have it probad into, Theworry | have is that my friend who told
me about it might use it against the school in order to direct the way her-own case is dealt with (the one | reported fo the
Abbott).... Itis also possiple that the SOT would be more likely to keep her case secret (and not cooperate with an
investigation of it} for fear that she would uncover this second case.

} didn't really comprehend all these possible interconnections until now. My only concern thus far (from my perspective)
has been that | ghould never try to make too much of what | know. Al | know is what my friend told me (all | can do is
repeat her words). She reported this second case to me in the midst of some rather foggy days when she was fesling
really guilty about her own case... Perhaps she was using the existence of this other case to help her fesl less socially
deviant, in the sense that its OK to engage in deviant behavior if it's something that other (respectable) pecple are going
too. But even here, | don't think that she understood her own tangled motives enough to compare the two cases. Her
case seemead to me to be ruch more tangled in emotions that were linked to childhood fraumas. | get the feeling that this
second case was not 8o tangled (perhaps not abusive). | have not ever had a reason fo report this second case, not just
because it is so buried, but because | have no informiation that would make me think itwas abuslve. Sp, | really have
r;:athing' to give you that would help you investigate it.....although, | do know who she woukl name if she wanted to expose

eI

| wanted to talk with Pati E. about this but she is gone for a while. The whole thing is distracting me now, though, so |
wanted to email you. | wouldn't ever wish to talk about this with anyone lower than Patii.... never ever. The only reason
that Fm doing this much is that I'm realizing that one sgcret has the power to keep another tied down. Itis power that
shiould be in the hands of the highest authority. My friend's case is much more serious... and she needs to have control
over it {f don't wish to talk with anyone about any aspect of her case now and re?ret having been even indirectly talking to
peaple about i), As my own vulnerable condition improves, | am able to stand clear of tha whole of these issues. For
awhile | needed to communicate how my own case was being hurt by the need to keep hers secret, but | fesl that need is
passing since my case is now being dealt with. But | worry that the SOT is stift a bit tangled in same-of these deeper
problems. | would hops that the truth of what has happened weuld not ever be suppressed for any less worthy reason.
Still | acknowledge fully that it must not emerge in a manner that would cause further pain to the viclims.

To be clear about the way | sse my own case, | would summarize that what happehied to me was that (starling two
years ago) the SOT couldr't understand why | was s¢ disturbed and unable to focus onmy stidies. They used thelr
pbservations of me in ways that profoundly damaged me emotionally and professionally. And ingluded in their treatment
of my case, there were multiple breeches of my right to privacy {including retribution and a clear fallure to investigate in
the part of the Dean}. ! wish only to be given a fair charice to heal and emerge from this situation. 1 have no desrre to
punish anyene, especially since my case is tangled with another that is far more serious. But i wouldn't wish to have such
a thing happan to anyone else in the future. Towards insuring that the SOT acts appropriately in the future (in my case
and in any future case), } would hope that you are taking some achion, but that is up to you. | deeply appreciate the
actions that you have faken with regard to my case. Knowing what you have done thus {ar is helping meio heal.

Enough said,
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-1 Y'd be willing to talk with you, or Patti, or the Provost about this other case. Let me know what you would prefer and 1 will

comply.
Sincerely and with a desire that a gentle spirit prevait,

From: Reinhart, Dietrich

Sent: Fridav. November 01, 2002 8:29 PM
To:,

Ce: Smorynski, Henry; Smolik-Day, Sherry
Subject: Response to your e-mail of Oct 29

Dear

Today 1 had an opportunity to discuss with Patti Epsky your e-mail from earlier in the week. [ was
encouraged to hear that you are continuing to work with the Provost to come to a resolution about
your masters program in the SOT. I am very grateful to Dr. Smorynski for his efforts to facilitate
the agreement between you and Dr. Cahoy. The agreement is a positive step and I urge you to
follow its provisions.

You indicate that you are bringing various concerns to 6ur Human Rights Office. I have full
confidence in Sherry Smolik-Day's abilities to interpret the applicability of our Human Rights
policies to complaints which are brought to her. At the same time, I urge you to take advantage of
Dt. Smorynski's assistance in resolving whatever aspects of your academic program still need to be
worked out, so that you can simply work to compilete your degree. Being able to focus on specific
tasks is often a powerful way to find some peace of mind, however provisional, a peace of mind

that no one can take from you,

Dr. Smorynski has worked hard to facilitate that capacity to focus on a trusted path. He speaks
with the ultimate decision-making authority in academic matters and has my full support. He is an
eminently fair and wise man and will ensure that your rights are protected in completing your

studies at Saint John's.

Sincerely,
Br. Dletrich

Dietrich Reinhart, OSB
President

Saint John's University
Collegaville. MN 56321
e-mail:

phone: 320-363-2247
fax: 320-363-2984
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& TeSponse. . Page 1 of 2

JBK

re S— - R ——
Sent:  Tuesday, January 21, 2003 8:13 PM

To: JBK

Subject: RE: a response...

Dear Abbot John,

! arn not emotionally prepared to respond to all of your letfer at this time, bul't have & few worries thal | nesd
to Jay out on the table tonight: The first is that 've been wondering if you are receiving my fetters and are the
author of this one or if someone else is. I'm left these days with such worres, due to there being so little
response from you and to the curiness of it. | cannot retfact what | have said about .. twaswhat !
experienced. | tannot remake the fruth for you. Bul ! can choose io not formally challenge the discrepantios
you poirit oul. | have already said that i am most fully willing to do this and that { understand the need to let
lead the process. | pray for her hegling. It does not surprise me at all that she would deny what she told me it
asked to.confirm . Thal's not bothering me at this point.

What is hothering me is the way all this fangled mess has come very near fo destroying my life... all of n{}y
lifo. When | ask for help it is centerad in this as one might be expected fo focus on niet falling off a high clifl.
Yat | have notTeltfree to axpose my own danger to you explicitly for fear that 1 will be pushed off the cliff rather
than be listened to. There are no fights that would protect me, and | conliniig to-ba fearful of this. So, I'd beller
stop here. I'm not af all sure that you understand iy situation with regard to. - or the complex wey that it
relales to my troubles in the SOT. | would like very much to finish miy degree in peace and not have tp worry
any more Jf I've done the right thing with respect to-this other stuff. Again, 1 hotd parts of the truth that you
have nof been fold, that you will never be toli. This has been adeeply disturbing experience for me... one
which has burned deep scars info my soul.

My best responss at this point (o the discrepancy you have brought up} is to totally extract myself from
fife. Fve done that That does not {cannot) in any way reverse all the many, many ways that she-corvinced
me of things that-she now denies. The only thing | can do s to put the whole of the situstion behind me
permanently. | have only to deal with some sour memories now... The only problem these are giving me is that
they tend (o keep me. from focusing on my sfudies whenever | fiave fo work with someone who was a part of
these last year's tangles (the list of people who destroy my focus in this way is short, but thess people cetinto
my soul it terrible ways and | need to separate mysell from them if | ain to.make.progress). | now have a
comps committee that will work, so 'm thinking that all most all of this problem is now resolved.

About the retirement center job... You imply below that it is a student work award... it is not. {am an
Abbey employes. | think that makes a huge difference here, and a difference thal | confinue to be very,
very gratefid 1o you monks for..| continue 10 desire deeply that 1 hot meke the situation any worse. One of the
?reaiest pains that | fesl these days is the fear that 1 have hurt you all duting all the confusion, IU's hard for me

o express this pain to you. I'm feeling that I'm being rejected by you for this very resson. The cliff is very close
to me sometimes wherr | fael this way. It seems that there s no way forme fo escape faitire. ['ve been
carrying a heavy burden by knowing whal it is that 1 know... and then you try ko tell me ihat it ist so. | have no
plave to go with such a suggestion. | had thought that the job helping your eldery could bring me back into
some sort of "good-person’” status again... kind of like my part of the penance that so many of your monks afre
doing {in paying out rmoney to the victims)... 1 warit to do good not evil... | want to be transformed by the truth...
but I'm stuck here with the facts in my head... As long as you condemn thoke facts, you are cohdemriing me
too. ! cannot be other than this parson whom you have heard and seen.

But that's 2l | have the emolional energy for naw. | reafly want tc:fut this all behind us, but you must
realize that st has plenty of secrets even though | trust that you don’t. She is indeed the only one who can
clear this up... You are indsed correct here, but the problem | have is that [ carry the whole of the load as long
as sﬁ?I insists on denying it... By myself [ am not strong enough to do this. 1 really do-need yotirhelp....
somehow.,

Peace to all how can hear it and to those who can't...toe,

----- Original Message-----
From: JBK

Sent: Tue 1/21/2003 11:11 AM
To:

Ce:

Subject: a response...

January 21, 2603

2/5/2003
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14 Tesponse... Page 2 of 2

School of Theology

Dear

I have received several letters from you over the past month regarding your situation in the
School of Theology. 1 have not been eager to insert myself into this situation, which centers
around your completing requirements for a degree in the spring of 2003. As you can imagine, if
{ did interfore in issues such as these, no one would ever take the job of leadership in the SOT.

I met with . at Thanksgiving time when she was here for a visit. 1 asked her directly if there
had ever been any inappropriate behavior on the part of a monk spiritual director. She said
absolutely not, that the monk in question observed boundaries caréfully, Somehow in your
conversations with  you have moved e conclusions that - does not support. No further
emotional or other investment in this issue will be helpful to vou, Nothing more can be done
or said that will change this situation. I cannot assume that , who is an adult woman, is lying
to me and that somehow I need to extract a “confession” from her. There is no need for
secrecy on the part of the abbey. There is only one person who can make a relevant comment

on this issue

.1 may not insert myself into the issue of who the third member of your board for
comprehensives will be. To do so is to violate normal academic procedures. I believe that
Provost Henry Smorynski is the person who needs to weigh in on this because he is the chief
academic officer for the University. | am confident that the University will facilitate this to
ensure that your progress is not hindered.

I did meet with Ms. Theresa Berg who is your nursing supervisor in Raphael Hall. As part of a
larger conversation, she spoke highly of your work and mentioned the dilemma you face with
respect to student work award from the School of Theology. I think that it is important that
your work be evaluated fairly and that its continuance through the summer is a matter for the
staff of Raphael Hall to decide.

1 do hope that this is helpful to you and that you are able to focus on your studies and your
future. 1 pray that the Holy Spirit will guide your study and work this spring.

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB

2/5/2003
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFRICE OF THE ABBUT %
)

Jamuary 23, 20063

Sister Reche] Crotti (415 433-1588 phone)
(415421-6049 fax)

Dear Sister Rachiel,

First 1et me extend 1o you greetings for a blessed Christmas Season and 2 New Year
nurtuzed ip God’s grace!

Several weeks ago Francis Hoefgen and I spoke about the possibility of taking some time
to do yeluntesr work in Afiica and we had a good conversation. Just recently I learned that you
reguested a recommendation fom me to support his desire at this time. 1t is for this reason that T
any writing (o you loday. 1 do believe it would be important for our community (o have a
conuection with Africy and I feel very positive about his request.

Fran hag besn a faithfil monk of this monastery since his graduation from Saint John's
University in 1972 with & degree in philosophy and pgychology. Following his profession of
final vows in 1976 he pursued ordination to serve in the lncal Chureh and in our monastery. He
was ordaified in 1979 and served in two parishes for a petiod of 13 years, during which time he
has done wonderful work snd has many friends in both parishes he served in during that time
period. He has manifested a deep love of the people of God and been very creutive in his service

in these parishes.

In 1983 Fran did have a sexval incident with a 17 year old boy whils in parish ministry.
Following the incident Fran received professional help to understand his actions and to make {he
necessary changes in his life, He completed an extensive time of therapy at Saint Luke’s-
Institute and recoived a positive evaluation to return to wipistry, Following treatment he served
in positions of wrust without incident and then returned to the shbey after seven yeers where he

ThES SETVEN S great carcas-Suest Master-for the.past.nine years, _During hoth periods of

sarvice he did extraordinary work and T do not have auny concerns about giving him a positive
recommendation for a period of volunteer wourk in Africa,

Over the past three years Fran also completed e program cf study at Creighton University
in. Qmaha i their Christian Spixttuality Program 1o be Spiritual Director and to give directed
retreats, He has also given conununity tetreats to Trsuline Nuns, Franciscan Woman's
Communities, Benedictine Sisters, Schoot Sisters of Notre Dame, and Sisters of the Sacrad Heart;
all of which have given very pasitive feedback following the retreats.

FHONE 320 363-2544 FAX 320 353-3082
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1 also want to say that Fran hias a solid prayer life and i5 seeking to deepen his awareness
of the presence of God in the poor and with those who suffer pain. Over the past ten years Fran
ag also grown to become quite a good photographer and his photographs are used for maty
publications here on campus. His sensitivity is manifest in his captiting nature and wild life

whicl, manifests his eye for beauty.

1 believe that Pran’s experience in Africa will enhance our own community upon his
return as he desites to open his mind and heart through this expexience with the poor. At this
time in his life e simply desires a riew and radically new experience and is open 10 new
directions this may lead him in his life. [ could write more but I believe you perceive my positive
support for this new experience for Fran that will certainly have a profound effect on him and
those who come in contact with him. Alsg those who work with him will certainly enjoy his
gentle presence and his willingness to work will be obvious in whatever capacity he is needed, If
you have any questions please feel free 1o call me direcily at 320-363-2544. Peace be with you!

Blessings and peace,

~ A

AbHat Johm Klasser, OSB
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Skudlarek, William

From: Hoefgen, Francis

Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2003 8:17 AM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: Information/Personal

Abbot John,

Thank you for sending the recommendation before you left for the Bahamas. The pieces are
coming together well and | hope to have final dates next week for my departure with more
information as well. Since it looks like it will be around the week of February 16t perhaps you
could walt on the information in your letter? A note could be put up before my departure or
whatever you feel is best. | am away from Saint John’s until February 2 and will get back to
you as soon as | have information for you. Are there specific things you would like to know? |
may not know myself just yet but will do my best.

Again, ) thank you from the bottom of my heart; | am so excited and energized about this
possibility of grace. | spoke with Timo, chair of the Peace and Justice Committee, about the
committee supporting me from their discretionary alms and donations. He was very excited
and felt this would not be a problem. | am planning on meeting with them after February 2",
This should take care of the financial concerns that | have and will be all set. | hope this helps
Benedict knowing that he does not have to find funds from somewhere. |look forward to
talking to you soon.

Peace,

Fran
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‘From:  Feders, Joseph - h ' -
Sent:  Saturday, January 25, 2003 3:51 PM

To: JBK

Subject: Abuse related

Dear Abbot Jchn,

Sorry to bother you with this, but | received this email and I thought you might want to see it
since she makes certain accusations about you. Plus, she suggests toward the end that |

send it to you.

| don't want to meet with her. | met with her twice last year to talk about vocational
discernment, and it ended up being a lot of babble. She needs professional help.

Peace,

Joseph

----- Qriginal Message-----

From;

Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2003 3:25 PM
Ta: Feders, Joseph

Subject: can we meet?

Dear Fr. Joseph,
T am wondering if I could have another talk with you. It's been a while and a lot has

happened to deescalate the crises that overwhelmed our last talk. Seme of my emotional
tangles have been unwound; I still need some help with others. My time here at St. John's has
had both positive and negative aspects that I need to begin to integrate if I'm going o be
able to attain the freedom I need to move on, I'm still keeping up correspondence with a few
communities of sisters, but it is more obvious than ever that I need to let go of "here” first
before making any definite plans for the future. There are three good choices on the horizon
at this point, but I reaily do need to focus first on the lessons I'm learning here.

I keep hoping that a resolution can be reached on a few tingering misunderstandings. This
is rather serious business that needs to be done quietly and with a solemn focus that would
allow me to respect everyone involved, and allow them to respect me. I need to build a solid
wall around the “abuse” case that I have been involved with so T don't have to keep bringing it
up. There are some rather large (life-threatening) ethical questions still dangling. If I don't
address this in some sort of formal way, I'm going to carry it with me and most probably
continue to expose it in the presence of athers in ways that are not healthy or respectful
(despite my desire to table it). There are just too many sharp edges and open wounds that
need to be healed. Still, I remain optimistic here and committed to some deep, serious honest
talk, However, it seems as if I tend 1o be perceived of as trying to "reopen the case” for
merely selfish, short term gain... like to gossip or with intent to extort favors that would help
me to win power over the SOT, It hurts to even think of the situation in such terms,

Still, that's what I'm having to live with since certain people seem 1o not be able to
attribute any better motives to me. This view of who I am and what I'm looking for has
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devastated my self-esteem and left me no place to live out and explore who I really am. Every
time this part of my experience at St. John's comes up in a high-level conversation, my needs
get entirely covered over by those of the primary victim. I have been described by an expert
on trauma as a “secondary victim" having been so close to the case as to even take on "primary
victim characteristics”. This kind of language scares me, most especially since the very
existence of the whole case has been officially denied. My life has been very much distorted
and discredited in the process and no one seems to notice or to care. I was asked to report
the case to the Abbot and was initially very, very hesitant to do so. I did so only to helpmy
friend. Now I'm slowly turning into a villain in some people’s eyes since I know things that are
now of ficially declared to NOT EVER HAVE HAPPENED.

I have no “official” way to make sense of my time here except to go along with this
negative label and try to return back inte silence. There is so little left of me to go forward
with, though, since so much of my problems with the SOT really are interwoven with these
secrets. I continue to hold rather serious information that just doesn't fit with the surface
of things and feel that this has caused me a lot of real damage that may even cause me to fail
to finish my MA, Even if T focus solely on the abuse case, thaugh, there are some real
problems. What I know contradicts the Abbot's claims to the point that it sounds like he's
trying o cover things up.

I have asked to talk with him about the lingering ethnical issues so that I can come to
terms with the situation somehow and go on with my life. But I'm guessing that there are
some hard legal issues involved with doing this face-to-face. I'm thinking that maybe you
could help by hearing my side of things and helping me to explore them in a safe context?

Maybe that would be enough for me. I keep hoping that there is a wdy for me to tell the
whole of the story to someone on the "inside” of the Abbey and have this be heard quietly
(and have me hear a real human person respond to me). The idea would be to explore the
rough edges and put them into a context where some common ground could be found... some
way to say the same thing so more completely so that it makes sense and respects the
goodness that all of us bring. I don't doubt this goodness. The problem is with the continued
need for secrecy and the way that this cuts info the truth. Know that I have no desire o
speak this truth in any other setting. The primary victim is currently totally unable to deal
with the case at this point. Still, this doesn't negate the fact that she fully and freely
consented to sharing it with me for days and months on end. What I have heard is real. At
its core it is most certainly not mere gossip. In fact, my listening ta her and taking away the
shock of the events was what helped her to choose life over suicide that first spring. If's no
mere coincidence that T have taken on some serious emotions related to her situation, They
were given To me by her and with her consent. I just need to find a way to settle (fully tatk
through) the lingering ethical questions this insider knowledge has left me with. If the case is
covered over oo soon, it may never come to a peaceful space later on. We're talking deep
truth here. I don't want to be the one to ohstruct it (and then have to meet up with God). It
comes to that, really,

Thus, T have no desire to do violence here, but just the opposite. I do believe that we can
all be found to be acting in genuine ways that can be respected.... so that no one needs to
stand convicted by the truth claims of the other. This needs to be done fact-to-face with
someone on the inside, though. I keep trying to make sense of things by talking with other
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people and that's not good. It's hurting me as much as anyone. Still, I can't just stop without
some sort of closure. The whole thing has been coming open like a smelly old wound. I don't
want to live with this wound.

T can trust you to be honest and not evade the issues (since I already know you well enough
at this point to trust you)... Also, you all on the inside can trust that, if it is you that T talk
with, I will need to be deeply honest (since I need to be this way with you on my vocation
discernment too). I don't ever want to separate my life here from what I'm sharing with the
sisters. Tt would never work to run from these problems in that way. I need to settle things,
period. That's the only way I'll be free enough to move on. Can you understand what I'm
asking here? I expect that you would need fo talk with the Abbot first (perhaps) before
responding to what I have put down on paper here. You can share this email with him if you
like. However, the point of talking with you on this stuff would be to avoid the kind of legal
tangles that seem to be obstructing healthy conversation. With I'm suggesting here feels a
lot like the sacrament of reconciliation to me, but a bit more mutual. We tend to be more
informal with such matters out in Wyoming, so I have great confidence in the process.
There's lots of room for the Spirit in this. It's just that T just need to be able to close things
off-and can think of no other way to do it that would work. But enough said. T hope this
makes sense to you.

Peace,

2/5/2003
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Skudlarek, Willlam

From: Hoefgen, Francis

Sent: Friday, February 14, 2003 12:08 PM
To: Klassen, John

Ce: Pedrizettl, Raymond; Backous, Timothy
Subject: Alfrica Update

Abbot John,

Prior Ray called me this morning at your request about an Africa update. This Is what |
have learned thus far. | just spoke with Sister Rachel this morning in California and probably
the biggest thing | am realizing that something like this does not bappen quickly. African
people simply work on 2 much longer time frame and at a slower pace and that preparation
take a longer time. | have come to realize that my expectation that | could go to Africa to do
volunteer work for three months this spring is logistically not possible. What has happened is
that thare have been volunteers in the pipe line for several months and a number of the places
are §full at this time. 1t was not possible in Insert me on a short nofice.

Sister Rachel has been calling places in Ethiopla, Tanzania, & Kenya and the situation
Is the same. | need to plan ahead to take advantage of this opportunity. Sister Rachel
suggested that | attend the three week training sesslon in Texas in June and then | would be
more prepated to do volunteer work in Africa. I've also come to realize that a three month
time frame for volunteering is too short. She felt that a six month time frame is more realistic
to be an effective volunteer. | would also be in the ‘pipe line’ to work in Ethiopia, which is my
original desire. The greatest need is in Ethiopia and that is still my desire.

Quite honestly, your support of me has been very uplifting and sustalning during this
time of transition. WHh that support | would be more than happy to continue my work with
Landetin while holding on to'my desire to do this volunteer work when the door is opened for
me. To have that opportunity on the horizon s very lifs giving for me and | hope and pray you
find it In your heart to continue your support of this request of mine to do this voluntear work.
| do not want to let go of this chance of a life time and the additional fime can only help me in
my preparations.

| do believe this will be an important connection for our monastery in the future and wiil
be both healing and life giving for me personally, | spoke with Timo about this possibility
since he is the chair of the Peace and Justice Commitiee and he felf strongly that the
committes would support my request financially to do this important work. | afso spoke with
Benedict about the support of the Peace and Justice Committee and he felt comfortable with

that situation as wall,
At this time [ still fee| strongly about my request and | pray that it can move forward with

thewgt@g@%s?ﬂbova to make it a reality. Perhaps we can talk about this more upon
your return atthe end of February. :
Peace,

Fran
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Skudlarek, William

From:
Sent:  Sunday, February 23, 2003 2:03 PM
To: Klassen, Jehn

Subject: reflections and prayer for peace

Dear Abbot John,
Your last email arrived only hours after ] voiced a fear that certain links between . case and the

other case (that she named--in the SOT) might be mterfering with my current efforts to find a fair
settlement of my own problems with the SOT. I get the feeling that you continue to look teo
narrowly at . situation. I fully acknowledge the appropriateness of obstaining from any public
statements, but [ was referring to what . had freely divulged to me and trying to address only that
part of it which seems related to my own defense. Icontinue to suffer from all this silence... and I'm
shocked at depth at your distancing yourself from me. It seems punitive and self-seeking. 1came to
you over two years ago under pressure to tell you about a case that was confirmed by others as having
a reasonable amount of certainty that it was a real case of abuse. I gave you information whenever it
seemed to shed some light on the situation and was thanked by Licari for doing so. Iconsistantly
obstained from divulging extra, peripheral information that  had given me (such as this other case in
the SOT) because it didn't pertain to the issue at hand. Ionly add it now because it seems reasonable
that the person involved might know that I know of that case. The fear that this might be yet one more
cause that could explain why the SOT has been so unresponsive to me and so aggressive in treating
my own case... in pushing me out of the school without a fair hearing.

The tangle here is emmense even if this "other case" turns out to not be a part of it. I have been
severely damaged emotionally and have consistantly asked for your help as well as for the help of
others and have had these requests entirely ignored for months if not forever. I'keep slipping further
away from belief in the church; there is no tangible evidence that you all are capable of an organized
loving response to such problems and it would seem increasingly evident that both school and
Abbey are intent on ignoring, covering up my case and pushing me beyond this place without doing
anything to compensate for wrongs done against me. Ihave been cut out of the circle of life, and I'm
becoming weary of trying to retumn to it since I continue to be ignored and even more painfully
1 continue to be blamed for the whole mess. Such an aggressive defense would seem to be a
deliberate attempt to mask the reality here. Recently, Fr. Luke asked me to believe that your word
came direct from God, even when your word consisted only of silence. Trefused. I cannot interprete
your silence as the will of God for me Icontinue to fear that.  case did not follow the public policy
which you now have in place for dealing with potential abuse cases, I wake up with this fear
repeatedly What you say to me in secret and how things really happened do not match what you say
in public about "policy now inplace”... and then you go on to say that even previous Abbots had been
following this. I'm confused deeply.... very deeply.

The public complaints that you monks are "above the lJaw" seems to be true... buf even more s in
niy-own case than.in I'm trying to live with this reality and find it demorahzmg 1 don't wish to
seek out justice here for  with her not willing to do so, but I do need to find some inner peace. This
can only come from hearing you speak to me (both of her case and of mine, but at least for hers)... It
would help to see the words emerge from your face. The silence just makes me more worried.

Words are sacred utterances... they don't exist in reality without consequences. Ineed some way of
trusting you and the Church. Dialogue is essential. I see no way to do this with the SOT, but maybe
we can start with.  case?

What lies the deepest in my heart about this case is that it (the inappropriate touching) was for her
only the tip of a larger problem. The confusing thing for me, experiencing her case from the inside as
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I have done, is that the sexual part of it is/was related in qit inverse way to the deeper issues she had.
She became sexually vulnerable at the very point at which she was experiencing the lifelessness of
the school's administrative and theological stance. She was looking for life, spiritual life, and kept
striving to clean up her relationship with F at every tum... I fear that she was unable to do so because
of F not being willing to do so (which is related to his position of power that allowed him to set the
tone). I fear that she was not free to back out of the physical commitment since she feared that she
would be abandoned entirely for doing so. I'm also desturbed by your withholding information about
F's past record which would have helped  to judge the situation more realistically. I also worry that
her ongoing Visits with him for a year and a half beyond this point gave F ample time to convince her
of whatever he might have wished to do, leaving her with a false consciousness of being a seducer
and eventually of being the cause of his defrocking. Even I felt some sorrow for this and continue to
believe that he could still function as a priest. We are a broken people. Tdo not stand in judgment
here (as one wishing to punish anyone), but only in amazement that an abuse policy so well worded
could not penitrate this case any further than this... It hurts me deeply to hear that  has now been so
humiliated as to need to lie to you in order to ensure that she is included within the circle of favored
friends of the Abbey. Iknow that you would never require this, ever. But she is trapped in this logic
and unable to speak for herself. This is degrading for her, despite your best intentions, I'm sure,

However, what I can see that is potentially growthful here is some sort of commitment to
reforming the school. I don't sce this happening. Your conversations on Benedictine values arc a bit
thin, most especially when placed next to all the silence that I am experiencing. I do not place the
blame on you monks, but rather on the people directly involved in running the school. For example,
lonig ago you suggested that I should be given a reason for why I was not allowed to write a thesis.
None was given, my theology was crudely labeled as “"idolatrous” in the midst of a harsh conversation
with the Dean that also covered up the breach of confindentiality case that I wished to bring forward.
This case was confirmed much later by teh Provost as serious one, yet still not acted upon in any way
that would return to me the time that I lost. My writing continues 1o be rejected (even before it is
read), and I continue to be blamed for my failure to progress towards the completion of my degree
(with absolutely no meantion of any of these other matters--even the illegal ones). There has been no
justice despite your claim that they were capable of this. I continue to hesitate to take legal action due
to. case being linked to this one and now also due to my emotional state. I'm not able to endure so
much hostility without encuring more damage to my person. I'm feeling very, very trapped by all
this,

1 too am a victim here. Istand naked before power stripped of my right to speak--deformed by the
willful contortions of my voice. Like a doll, I am dressed up to appear as someone undeserving of
serious attention. This is a childish response, yet the more ] protest, the more it is inflicted on me. T
continue wounded, but I must strive, for the love of God, to bring this deeper darkness to light, Tam
not trying to expose  here, but to speak for her at this deepest level. If sex appears as a dim glimmer
of light here (though also a trap), it is because of the harsh, eternal darkness that surrounds it...
because of the pride and ego involvement that has so distorted the theological vision of St. John's and
so thoroughly compromized the public voices of those representing its school. You must remember
that is a specialist in evaluating such things. She and I found plenty to talk about that year she was
here, and it is this deeper, dark tension which drove her to seek a more spiritually meaningful
relationship with F.

I carry these things in my heart, Abbot John, They are at the center of my experience here, an
experience that continues to work its way into the core of my being. 1 could never hope to move
beyond it merely by leaving this place. This has not been possible for  either. Isaw last fall in

a shell of herself. She continues to wobble, Tam doing no better. I wish only to walk
beyond this by attaining some assurence that justice is possible, at least for those who are able to
pursue it. I continue to ask for this justice with the hope that'it will also give .hope. Weneed to
start someplace, OK?

2/24/03
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This is where my case stands. I will need to extend my time here until December duc to
difficulties and delays experienced in transferring the authority for reading my paper to a professor
outside the circle of those who have black-listed me (a professor from ). It took four
months of hard, traumatic negotiating with the Provost to make this alternative happen... Now I'm
struggling with ongoing abuse while I write it and a severe shortage of time. I will be seeking a
“psychological” release from the time limits that I was forced into agreeing to so that I can continue
to make progress on this paper and move on to the comps next fall. Ihave been accused of not
wishing to make progress (of stalling out intentionally for God knows what reason). This is not true.
I want like hell to get out of here, but need to do it with my dignity intact. There is no one to take my
side here. I can contest their judgments of my motives and ability, but there is no one listening to
me. The conversation simply does not happen. Iam guilty without a trial here. Pushed into the
garbage by people who have plenty of their own sins to hide. Where is that justice here? Where is the
hope of a better future? What is left to cling to besides someone's fleshy body? Do you see where
the sexual temptations come in? Not that I am tempted, but that this can sometimes be the only
source of light for people. Please, could you turn on the lights?

Sincerely,

2/24/03
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JBK

From: Klassen, John

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2003 8;30 AM
To: JBK

Subject: FVW: Personal/Africa Blessing Update

From: Hoefgen, Francis

Sent: Sat 3/8/2003 7:49 PM

To: Klassen, John

Ce: Pedrizetti, Raymond; Backous, Timothy
Subject: Personal/Africa Blessing Update

Abbot John,

An update at this time, at the suggestion of Sister Rachel Cotti, Father Killian
McDonnell, and Father Kevin Seasoltz | had mentioned to you my offer of six
months of service to Africa to enable my request to come to life. | am thrilled to let
you know that | have been invited to six months of service in Tanzania beginning
in November of 2003. The good news about this offer is that the three week
training in Texas is no longer needed; hence | can be here for the community
retreat in June. It's a long story how this all evolved through phone calis and
emails over three months but it has given me an injection of life. More later,

Fran

3/10/2003
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JBK

From:

Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2003 11:10 AM
To: JBK

Subject: Fr Fran

Good morning Abba:

With many things on your plate, this is small potatoes, but because we have discussed it before, | want to check in with
you again:

| spoke with Fr. Fran yesterday, and he told me about his plans for Africa'and his new timeline. He is very excited—and |
am very happy for him.

Because he is going to be here through this Spring (and Summer), he asked if | wanted to go ahead and schedule a Muffin
Morning/Card Sale. 1would like to dc this. But ! want to check with you.

We had talked about this before because of our concern about some students’ concerns; those students are not on
campus this term. | have also had a large number of students ask for the card sale. Itis a welcomed tradition and

enjoyable {but low maintenance) event.

Fr. Fran and | looked at Wednesday morning, March 26, and Wednesday morning, July 16, as the two dates for a card
sale (one for Spring, one for Summer).

I'd like to do this, with your permission. My plan is to not advertise these very much—since the March one is soon, | will
simply put a note in our students’ mailboxes a couple days before and it wilt be a pleasant surprise and nice event—we do
not have classes that day, so | think a number of students will enjoy the refreshments and time to shop. The summer
event will just be part of our traditional line up (the summer card sale was the beginning of this tradition).

| hope to hear from you seon. Thanks for your time with this. (And so many things...)

Peace to you,

OSB HOEFGEN_00286



Page 1 of 2

Skudlarek, William

From: .
Sent:  Thursday, March 13, 2003 7:55 PM
To: Kiassen, John

Subject: searching

Dear Abbot John,

I'm searching for a path back into life. I'm writing to you te clarify my thinking, but also because I
want to reconcile and start over, I'm not sure how to do this or what exactly needs doing. I feel much
more peaceful now after sending you that last email with all the lingering details in it. I didn't want to
write all that down and would have been happier to tell you all that verbally so that no lasting record of it
would remain. But you resisted my attempts to do so, so T wrote it. What seems good about it is that T
haven't been worrying about any of that stuff after I wrote it down and sent it to you. I think that the
urge 1o talk it over is passing and that my need (to act responsibility on what I know) is indeed ending. I
could not end this on my own, because it wouldn't end, peried. I believe that God himself was stirring in me
so that I would try again and again o organize and distil the truth from ali the talking and listening I did
with . She is a very complex woman and very much able to get me hooked on frying to help her. That has
ended. I do feel free of her even though it might not have had to come to this.

But there is a lot in my own life that is still very, very tangled. I'm facing a lot of it now by seeking
professional counseling help. However, I still doubt that this will "settle’ matters. My inner map is just so
different culturally. Well meaning advice can cause me a lot of damage. I need to test everything
thoroughly and there is no guarantee that a counselor will be willing to fet me keep so much power over my
life. T've met some recently that just aren't helpful. I've spent a lot of money on these attempts and will
be doing more of this. The financial bind alene is destabilizing in a big way. I am asking very seriously (with
a strong, strong need) to be allowed to stay on campus until December, The Dean has been strongly
resisting my request and is requiring that I get a “psychological release” in order to justify staying on, I
will net be able to take comps this spring due to the stress and anxiety that I'm struggling with {and to my
reading disability and the lingering trauma of writing a paper that is not well understood by the professors
here). It would be really easy for me to lose my balance now. T have so very, very few supports, Mike
Ewing is going to help me ta ask the Provost for an extension on my housing till December.
continues to be a great source of anxiety for me after all that he has done to block my progress. I don't
have the capacity anymore to face him, period. Too much has happened. I'm really wounded now.

I need this degree to be able to have any confidence at all in myself. I know that it is not too hard, but
just the opposite. I needed more of a challenge, and a fair one. The professor I'm writing my paper for
(David Fagerberg) will be starting tenure-track at Notre Dame next fall. He and I have had some edifying
emails over the topic. I confinue To be grateful for the insights that we are working out, It's turning into a
modern theology of the Cross as it appears in the lives of the traumatized poor. I'm following Dorothy Day
into the forest of modern Russian thought. It binds together a lof of what I've been trying to say on my
own. It is essential for my future to pound my way through all the doubt that my life has presented me
with. The hypocrisy of the rich Christien haunts me. I don't wish to peint it out directly, but to look at all
the unconscious twists and rationalizations that have developed over the centuries. Compassion digs deep
into compulsion, gradually and feebly exposing its false logic from below. Yet the results are no less
sturdy... but really much more so. The principalities of this world exude strong temptations which hide and
contort the Truth. The Russian literary critics are powerful friends to have and I rejoice that they are
now somewhat free from the terror which imprisoned them these long years, I also just picked up a book

3/14/03
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(2003) on the Pakistani Bishop who committed suicide/martyrdom recently to bring attention to his people's
suffering at the hands of a new fanatical Muslim government. The story was covered over and swamped
soon after by the explosion of Pakistan's first atomic bomb. I'm studying the dreadful political silences
that today's prophet/martyrs live in and how their lives don't translate into English very well (similar to the
way that mine doesn't).

I have been willing to let this project take over my life.. and I continue to be totally serious about if.
Few native English-speaking Americans can travel this path. I just barely have the courage to do so.. and
the current resistance from the SOT makes this all the harder.. then with . case added, I have had too
much happen to me. But I still want nothing mare than to finish this paper (responsibly to the end ag
always). The topic lends itself to an emotionally exhausting conclusion. It is "extreme” Christianity to say
the least and it demands my all just to be able to grasp it even on ani elemental level. I'm no longer trying to
write o "thesis” here, but o just be able to say the minimum that would reveal the pattern that I'm
experiencing so vividly. I can't let go of this pattern. If's is the work of God that I'm getting a glimpse
of. But then, when it ig finally on paper, I do want to rest and gain back some strength, I think God has
this in his plan for me too.. and that I can do all this before December (paper, rest and then comps).

I'm telling you all this sa that you will hear what's at the center of my heart and not just hear "about”
me from others. I am also very much searching for any kind of gesture or action that might help me to
unburden myself from the secrecy that I've had to carry for the Abbey. I want to ask you to consider two
things. One is still to provide me with some small way to reconcile with you directly (or perhaps indirectly
somehow)~Either way, maybe Mike Ewing even, or Maxine could help me do this).. or maybe this could take
the form of a new challenge to replace the old (unrelated to it). If you remember, I was compelied to come
to Abbot Timothy by Fr. Jonathon and then  pushed my hard to come to you—then later accused me of
terrible things. During these early days I had claimed I was willing to de so, and I will own this claim. But
the event as a whole still cut a hole in my heart.. I need ta deal with this hole.. but I'm not sure how. Is
there some opposite (healthy) challenge that I could be called at this point that would reverse all these
bitter tangles? Like Br. Julian, I wish to be a loyal person.. but lately I've been forced to contradict myself
with no way out. At this point, maybe there is a way out?

The second request T have is to have my job in the retirement center extended for the fall term since

I will still be a student and will need to finance all this extra stuff. I could time share the job with
someone or cut some of the hours and still get by, Evenmore than the money, though, I will need a place to
feel positive about myself and to have some sort of supportive community around me. After June my
current contract ends and I will have very little to structure iy life around, I don't want to stay after I
graduate in December but it would really be an affirmative action to give me that much of an extension. My

needs some support at this fime too. We work well together, and I really depend
on the depth of her compassion for your elder monks. She has been sunshine for me as well as for many
other people.

But this is enough said. T will continue to pray for the sunshine that I need now to recover, I cannot
give much to others 1ill T work through some of this pain. My entire future is riding on what I do with all
this in the next few months in particular. Please, do what you can do. I'in feeling really vulnerable, but I'tn
not entirely without hope. Please, if you can, send me something, some sign that will increase my capacity to
hope. I feel that I've been doing what I can do to move beyond the tangles and rebuild... That's afl I can

do.

Praying for Peace,

3/14/03
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Outober 4, 2003

Abbot Jaoha,

1 am requesting one year of exclaustration for the purpose of vocational
discernment.

Sinocerely,

P, (78

en, Q.8.B.
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Gotobeér 8, 2003

Abbot John, :

. Asldepart for Africa I want you o kiove that P hold o to your words of January g%
“Ive decided to support your request. because not ondy do I veant you 1o be & monk hut ! want
youto be a monk fully afive™ Thatis the blessing I'carry with me on this jouney.

1 lave no idea what anguish and Paint you carry et T waat you to know that T will pray
for yéu and the community each and evely day. Auything you need o give to e, Justputinmy
mail box and {1} get it eventually. Even though i was wiapped quite poorly, I trust that you pave
me 8 gift this past Thursday. As  friend of inine said, “for alf the blegslngs that will come, ]
thank God ahead of time.”

Peace,

e
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0772072011 13:44 PAX 2200833082 Abbot-8%t John's Abber @ooL
Jet 0% 03 10:07a Holy GrossUhureo (BI21789-5768 Bl

IR IS Y7 P911E ATBDTAET JONN'S HESCY

P 1L

INDULT OF BXCLAUSTRATION
Por Pather Francie Hoafgen, O.5,B.
Monk and Prisst of Sndni Jonn's Abbey,
Collegeville, Minnesoty 5632)

iy aocord with the Code of Canrn Law, dnd the request of Father Francls Hoefgen, O.8.8., en
ingult of sxclanstration 15 pranted for & period of one yeur from the dale of sceepiance of the tndult
for this teason: To complete & one-yeur probationary peried for the purpose of diuceming hia
monaslic vocaton.

During the psriod of cxelaustraticn; the motik i consideredt 28 dapenyed from those obligations
incompatible with his new condition of Tife except thac the monk shall romein bound to celibacy.
He shall not execcise hie priesthood unlets e i8 batag Incandingted into & diocese, it which oase he
will be gubjest 1o the ordinary of that diocese; He shali kesp the Abbot of Skint John's Abbey
informed of his residence aod telephone number e may ot wear the monastic fabit, His right lo
active and passive volog in the monsste chapter 38 suypended.

Dusing the period of oxclatstration, the menit shall be responsible for wi his financial obiigatons
and Beint Johw's Abbey shall not bs responsitle for any of his Fmanclal obligations whatsasver,
Saint Johm's Abbey wil! not be responsible should any lawslits emerge.

At the expiration of thie fndult, the monk shall be obligated € retumn lo Sufnt John’s Abbey or
formally seek diapensation fram monaetic vows, Failure lo wtum shall be wutometic ceuse for the
declization of nop-Hability provided for in the Congiltutions of tho American-Cassinese Congrege-
Han (C 82), This indulr shall serve e the raquisiie notice for the declugation (D 92.2.2).

Grantet 3t Snint Johu's Abbey, Collegoville, Minnesots, U.S.4,, on 8 October 2008

e

Feczetary of the Codicl

1, Father Francis Hosfgen, 0.8.8., heroby acoepi Uiis Indult of Exeloustration and lts terms.

/8, ,;f'«f’:ﬁ’

Drate

e, EB.
”ﬁ%ﬁ _.as;éﬁzféfx%.s.}i '

Mok of Saint John's Abbey

¢ o e N iy
FEA Tt hen MR e S 2

OSB HOEFGEN_00294



Update

Date of Ordination
22 June 1979

2001 Certificate in Spiritual Direction and Directed Retreats (Creighton

3 November 2003

Last Name First Name (Religious Name)

Hoefgen Francis

Datle of Birth

29 August 1950

Date of First Profession  Date of Final Profession

11 July 1973 11 July1976

EDUCATION

B.A. 1972  St. John’s University (Theology)

M.A. 1978  St, John’s University (Scripture)
University)

ASSIGNMENTS

Socius of Novices

St. John’s Abbey 1977 - 1978

Transitional Deacon

St. Boniface Parish

Hastings, Minnesota 1978 - 1979

Associate Pastor

St. Bomiface Church

Cold Spring, Minnesota 1979 - 1984

Associate Pastor

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Hastings, Minnesota 1984 — 1992

Guestmaster

St. John’s Abbey 1995 — 2002

Chaplain
St. Benedict Monastery

1695 — 2002
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Guest Program Supportive Role July 1, 2002 - 2003

CURRENT NON-PAYROLL JOB
Cocrdinator of monastic gardening projects May, 1, 2003-2003

INTERESTS OR HOBBIES
- Photography
Greeting Cards and Postcards from his Photos
Flower Gardens by BVM shrine
Icons
Twins Baseball
Retreats and Preaching
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Fran Hoefgen letter 3-11-04.doc Page 1of2

Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Hogfgen, Francls

Sent;  Friday, March 12, 2004 10118 AM

To: Abbot Joir Klassen's private account

Ce: Pedrizetti, Raymond; Richards, Paul Leuthnar, Bepadict;, Kufag, John

Subjest: RE: Fran Heefgen Jetter 2-11-04. doc

March 12, 2004

Dear Abbot Joluy,
Peace be with you! I'm writing first of 21l fo acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 11,

2004, which I only acpessed this month, I do have a nuniber of concerns that I want to share with you
now, First of all, you wrote in your letter that you were “sure that (your) letter angers and fiuystrates™
me. Letme say that your letter saddened me and dissppointed me greatly, Why? 1 am saddened
primarily becaunse of how T am treated in this relatiouship. For some resson you énuld not find it in yow
heart, as my abbot, To even ask how " doing 1 this time of xenewal here in Africa, There were no
hopes expressed about my personal relationship with iy Lord and God or how 1 have Jived out my
monastic life here it Africa; basically no written concern about how T"m doing personally: sither
physically, emotionslly, mentally, or spiritually...this saddened me the most. Since you did not ask, 1
wil! not burden you with that right now since that is not uppermos: in your mind or heart.

T do have some questions after praying about how to respond to your request. 1 need to ask you!
#(Vhat is in your hear regards me and my monastic ife?” In early January 2003 when you supported
my requesito go to Africa ] said to you: “This tells me that you want xme to be a monk.” I distinetly
remember your feply which touched me deeply and I'll never forget what you said: “Fran, not only do 1
want you 1o be a monk, T want you to be a monk filly alive.” Those words helpad to give me hope and
sustaimed me in the patnful weeks and months that followed while 1 was planning my time here,
especially the words fully alive.

We both know a lot happened since our meeting that January until thet memorable day in
Qelober 2003 when you said to me: “T don™t know what 1 was thinking,” A comment, which left :ue
spuechless and deeply grieved at the time, but perhaps it was for the better sinee it lead me to follow my
heart and to make my request for a year of exclaustration in order to go to Afiica as planned. Atour
fitnal mesting you also said “Since you are on leave you do not need to release your file.” Needless fo
say, 1 wes surprised, saddened, and disappeinted with your letter of Februsry 11, 2004,

My question to-you now is, “Du-you still want meto be *a monk-filly alive '?” ;
I wejcome your tesponse since T don’t know what is in your heart in this regerd and it is important to me
ay my abbot. Also in yesponse to your request, 1 am asking you to honor my desire fo be fzithful to my
prictice of the past thirty two years as & monk, namely that | need to pray about your request and T need

to tali aboul it personally Witk my Spiritual director smes | 06 1ot 1aKe your FequesT Hightiy:

Secondly I rost you understand that Thave the right to see what is in wy file before signing a
release and I certainly want to see what is in ry file, Regardless of what Is n the £ile, T want you to
kutow thet, in privciple, 1 Feel that I would be sactificihyg the personal and confidential relationship that
has existed between past abbots and myself he many years that 1 have been a monk, 1t also seems that
iy relationship with my abbot would no longer be private and confidential, in effest the core
relationship of imonastic life for me would be dramatically changed. I also still wonder what has
happened to forgiveness, reconciliation and conversion in monastic life? Are they to be only personal
matiers between myself, my confessor and my God and no longer part of the public commaunity Jife or

the life of the Church?
1 lool forward to talking to yon in person about these matters, perhaps with another persen

117472004
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Fram Hoefgen letter 2-11-04.doc Page 2 of 2

present, since the relationship is no longer confidential anyway. Since my file covers thirty-rwo yeats,
as T mentioned, 1 irust you will nnderstand if T ask that we wait 2 few wore months and I ask you to
support me in that request. 1am esking that we meet sometime in June after I have had a chance to
speak. with my director as well, Iwill cail to set up the appointment upon wy return,

1 also have two other requests. First, when I come to the abbey in June I trust that I can pick up
some things in my reom fot the remainder of my exclausiration period. Secondly, 1 have lived a very
simple life here in Africa, especially since I had $1,000.00 (half my mouey) stolen on my journey here.
Brother Benedict iold me in October that if T did not plan on returning to the shbey immediately upon
returning to America that he “would supplement the payment at that time and he would send you an
emnil to that effect.” 1 don’t know if he did that, but those were his words to me last October, ThusI
ain making my request now since I did not request anything additional support beyoud the $2,000.06 10
sover minimal African expenses wiich yon agreed to. Hence, now lam asking you to support iy
request for $4,000.00 for the remaining gix months of my year on leave uniil oy retuen {o the Abbey in
October, this amourits to abowt $22.00 per day for room and meals, T hope you will support me so 1 do
not have to ‘beg’ from my fanily for support,

Most fmportantly, i¥ 1 am to be a monlk “fally alive” 1 need to know what is in your heart in
regards to me. 1s there & parl of you that is able 1o be my abbot and not just ¢ CEO? Do you want me o
be 8 monlk of Saint John's Abbey for years to come? Now that fifteen months have passed since you
imtially supported my request, I need to know wherc I stend in this primary relationship. 1 also reguest
that you do not put a copy of this letter inmy file.

Thenk you for prayerfully considering this lotier and I await your response. May the remainder
of your Lenten days be blessed and the up-coming Easter season a time of renewal for all of us in the

risen Lord.
In the peace of Christ,
Tran

Fromz Abbot John Klassen's private account
sent; Fri 2/13/2004 2:38 PM

To: Hoefoen, Frands

Suhject; Fran Hoefgen letter 2-11-04.doc

<<Fran Hoefgen letter 2-11-04.doc>>

11/4/2004
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Leuthner, Benedict

From: Héafgen, Francls

Sent:  Friday, May 07, 2004 12:29 PM
To: Leuthner, Benedict

Subject: RE: Oclober conversation

Benaedict,
Thank you for your kind and prompt response. In response, it woltld be very helpful If the check could be for

$5,000, thank you for your awarenass of the needs "in the outside world". Also would it be possible for me to go
. to 8tyles and Cotton Dentist In $t. Joe to replace a filling which felf out here? Thank you:so much.
The address requested Is as follows: 1044 13th St., Menominee, Ml 49858

Lastly; should | come to the business office to pick up the check on the 28th?

peacs,
Fran

From: Letthner, Benadict

Sent: Wed 5/5/2004 11:38 AM

To: Hoefgen, Francls

Subject: RE: October conversation

 spoke to the abbot this morning — OK to fund $4,000.
If you need more than that, please make request.

I Wil have the check ready on May 28 for your pick up. | need an address to write check to you. Can you
please give me zn address where you will be staying during your extended leave?

Thanks
Benedict

From: Hoefgen, Francis

Sent: Wednesday, May 05, 2004 8:32 AM
To; Leuthner, Benedict o
Suhject: October conversation

Benediet,

[ Faps thig Tste firdsy o well-and-enjoying therspringtime-and-also-that your-trees-survived-the-wiktar . .
and the deer, With graduation here I'm sure this is & busy fime for you, though you are always busy !
know,

[ trust you remember the letter | sent to-the Abbet in March, | sent a copy to you. |write to you know in
regards to the ‘supplement’ that you spoke fo me abouit last Ogtober. Since then a lot of things have
heppened, many of them awful | realize and as | wrote to the abbot around easter, this past lent was a
time of deep conviction and contrition for the pain and anguish | have caused the abbey over the years.
I'm personally sorry for the sadness and anguish | have caused you and | hope you accept my apology In
that regard. There is nothing more that | can do in that regard. Know thatl keep you and the monks of
the abbey in my prayers.

I'm planning on seelng my spiritual director on May 28th before going te visit farnly in Michigan. |am
writing now to request that | could plck up a check on that Friday. | also fully realize whatever you feel is

_fair and just Is what | will accept. | thank you In advance for your thoughtfulness in this regard and | wouid

5/7/2004 ;
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apprecalte a reply to know i this ls possible, OFf course you may share this note with the sbbot, | have nat
written fo hirm and at this polnt don't pian on seelng him In May since he wlif be in Rome, | balleve. Also |
have ot wiitten since he sald he would respond so | am jus{ walting.

Thanks for your consideration of thls important matter for my future bafore returning to the abbey In
October. } did write to Prior Ray about budgat for next year upon my retur.
Deacs,
Fran

51712004
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Check RQest

College of 8t Bensdirt Order of 5t Benedict
Business Office, Main 230 Accounds Payable Wimm 201
St Joseph MN 56374 + Collegeville MIN 56321 K
320/363/5187 320/363/2995

Submit OSB reguests to the Accounts Paysble Office Wimm 201 - cxbishuLi Hie, iy éslislts it s b siness el

Submzt CSB requests 1o 1hc CSB Busmtss Office Main 230

Does payment-inglids personal service (1099)?

Pay ta:
wamp [ rancis Hoefgen

First Middla Initia) Lest
1044 13th St

YES | NG
IR YIS, MUST include Social Seourity or Federal Tax 1.D. Nomber

Lasgat TAX Residence nof CSB/EIY

Menominee, M| 45858

and supply the middie inftial and legal addrass: A W-9 must be
anached if one is not slveady on file with the Business Office.

City St Zip Codo W-9 forms are available in the Business Qffice and on the Busitess

€85 - if mailing is requested, include a stamped, addressed ervelope with raquest, ; .
QIS ~ if mail to sddress Is different than sbove, pleese altech an addressed envelope. Soeial Becurity or Tex 1,13, Mumber

Qffiee wob prge.

§ AMOUNT-

$5,000.00

Abbot's Denations

$5,000 CHECK TOTAL

 ssevotbomioomommssmomsormorecseadiliitiieiseibmiidet

Razson for expenditure(s)

Gitt - To cover expenses while on |eave per Abbot John,

date(s) of service,
event, expense, eic.

L

w» ATTACH ALL ORIGINAL RECEIPTS I"OR I’AYMI}N’I‘ RIJQUESTIED TO THIS FORM

it afPﬂ:iwp Chich— cheskloivelo one

s
S7uzr

Axuthorized ngnatme s> S

Date

processed withgut the appropyinte stenntures,

Individeals are iot'16 approve their own reguests. Requests canriot e

CSB check request — Check fequests in fiie business
offive by 1:00 pm. will be available the next working day,

0SB check request — ;{imgimm"&mmm

A i
. The deadlmes for other requests are:

10:00 a,m. Tuesday for checks needed Wednesday

10:00 a.m. Thursday for checks needed Friday
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ORDER OF ST. BENEDICT 456444

GHECK DATE o CHEGKND,
8T, JORN'S ABBEY BT, JOHN'S UNIVERBITY
ST, JOHN'S PREPARATORY THE LITURGICAL PRESS
0571172004 . COLLEGEVILLE, MN 56321

paY FIVE THRUSAND DOLLARS AND MO CENTE $3B43RHR 2840 4SS0 8N 4350 HE 00 bHppd

AMOUNT
FIRST AMERIGAN
o7 0LoD, e %3, 000,00
o FRANCIE HDEFGEN 75280018
THE 1644 137H 87 \ VOID AFTER B DAYS

ORDER i ; ST
oF NJNDM;N&E %I 4‘?8;1:3’ % . -
2 sl i e ” 3 Y

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

B T L S Y Boe s e o a rm e = N

. ORDER OF ET. BENED)CT
REMITIANGE . &7, JOHI'S ABI 4T, JOHN'E UNIvERiSt DETACH BePORE
VOUCHER ST JDLNS PAEPARNIORY TS LrUAsoA FAEGS 45 6 4 4 DEPOSITING
COLLEDBVILLE, M SB028

DATE IRVOICE # < AUCOUNTY 8 -

05741704 LEAVE EXPENSES S5.000. 00 5.000.00

5, 00000 0060, 00

O5/11/E004
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Meg Funk (Thoughts Matter; Practices Matter) gave the community retreat and
focused on the eight thoughts of John Cassian. She did a fine job. One only has to sit
down with the Institutes and Conferences to realize how much material she had to
synthesize in order to give the conferences. And each evening about 15-20 people got
together with her for an hour and discussed the material for the day. It was good to get
confreres engaged in this material.

I hope that your summer is good and that you have some time for relaxation and
renewal. If you arc on campus please stop in and see me — I'will do whatever it takes to
get some face time.

Blessings and peace, Abbot John Klassen, OSB
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Novembet 29, 2004

Dear Abbot John,

1 am writing to request a three year exclaustration to discern my monastic
vocation, beginning Decémber 14,2004, In my mind and heart, my fime in Africa was

my sabbatical time; this was the only sabbatical that T hav
monk.

Sincerely,

traneis Hoefgen, 0.8:8. .

& taken during my 32 years as a
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November 30, 2004

1 am requesting the following for transition support for explaustration,

Lodging $900 per month x 12 months $10,800.00
Food $100 per week x 6 monthis © $2400.00
Car/(Gas/insurance $6000.06
Clothing ' $1900.00
Furniture/Domestic expenses $3500.00
Utilities $1000.00
Counseling $1000.00
TOTAL $26,600.06

*Health insurance for one year or until covered by employer
gnd Im asking 1o remain on ebbey health care during exclaustration,

*Legal expenses, none anticipated .
£ 1 do notreturn,  would like to discuss the retirement fimds from my 13 years

in parish ministry at the end of my exclaustration.

Fran Hoefgen, 0.8.B.
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To:  Fran Hoefgen
From: Bradley Jenniges
Date: December 9, 2004

Re:  Exclstration - transitional support

1. Health Care .
a. Sajnt John's will cover your general health care expenses excluding prescriptions for

six months or until you get a job which ever comes first. Please use the Select
Care/Sheffield,0lson & McQueen, card for doctor’s visifs,
b. Saint John’s expects you to transition to an employer health insurance program if at

all possible.
Saint John’s will cover your major medical expenses {cancer, heart attack, etc) for the

two-year period of your exclustration if the above options have been exhausted. Saint
John’s expects you to cover ordinary health expenses (doctor visits, check ups, colds

& flu, ete) from your own resounrces.

2. Transitional Money.- Saint John’s will provide money to cover transitional costs as follows:

a. Lodging §10,800
b. Foed § 2,400
c. Clothes § 1,900
d. Car/Transporfation $ 8,000
¢, Fumiture/Domestic $ 3,500
£ Utilities $ 1,000
g Counseling $ 1,000
Total §28,600

" Payment ~ A check will e igsued to you for the amount of the transitional money.

3, Computer and printer, Youmay keep the computer and printer you currenily have. The
computer will have to be re-configured by IT Services to allow you to use it off of the Saint

John's natwork.
4,--Social Security ~Saint J 0h11’s%ad11 pay social-security tix for you through December 2004,

As of the end of 2004, our payment of Social Security tax will have sarned you 32 quarter
oredits in the Social Security program. Under current regulations, you need 40 quarter

credits in orderto be elipitle for Medicare at age 65 and Social Seeurity retirement checks.

-For a person bom in the years 1943 1o 1904, foll TeRrenent age il sucial Secunty 1506
Electing to teke retirement payments earlier would result in a reduction in the amount of the
monthly check. In 2005, $920 of eamings.subject to Social Security Tax is required to earn a
quarter credit, and you may earn up to four credits each year. You probably also have a few
credits from work prior to entering the monastery. You can request an official statement of
your Social Security tecord online by following the link below. (The statement would not
show quarters samed during the current year.) Please note that the amount of your Social

OSB HOEFGEN 00328
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INDULT OF EXCLAUSTRATION
For Father Francis Hoefgen, O.5.B.
Monk and Priest of Saint John's Abbey,
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321°

In accord with the Code of Canon Law, and the request of Father Francis Hoefgen, 0.S.B., an indult
of exclaustration is pranted for a pexiod of two years from the date of acceptance of the indult for this
reason; To compleie a probationary period for the purpose of discerning his monastic vocation.

During the period of exclaustration, the monk is considered as dispensed from those obligations
incompatible with his new condition of life except that the monk shall remain bound to celibacy. He
shall not exercise his priesthood unless he is being incardinated into a diocese, in which case he will
be subject to the ordinary of that diocese. He shall keep the Abbot of Saint John's Abbey informed
of his address of residence and telephone number. He may not wear the monastic habit. His right to
active and passive voice in the monastic chapter is suspended.

During the period of exclaustration, the monk shall be responsible for all his financial obligations
and Saint John's Abbey shall not be responsible for any of his financial obligations whatsoever,
Saint John’s Abbey will not be responsible should any lawsuiis emerge.

At the expiration of this indult, the monk shall be obligated ‘o return to Saint John's Abbey or
formally seek dispensation from monastic vows. Failure to return shall be automatic cause for the
declaration of non-liability provided for in the Constitutions of the American-Cassinese Congrega-
tion (C 92). This indult shall serve as the requisite notice for the declaration (D 92:2.2).

Ciranted at Saint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, U.8.A., on 10 December 2004

Abbot fo o e 5

Abbot John Kiassen, 0.5 B.

Consent of the Council of Seniors given ai Saint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, on {’?1
December 2004

{e Council

Sccretary of f

I, Father Francis Hoefgen, 0.8.B., hereby accept this Indult of Exclaustration and its ferms.

(2[00

Date
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Sent:  Friday, February 04, 2005 11:51 AM
To:

Subject: words from the north...

Hello Fran —

{ was just in touch with to get this address from her. | was sure that you might check the Saint
John's address but perhaps less frequently than this one. We afe having a heat wave here in Minnesofa. 1think
every day has been in the 40s and 50s ~ so much of our snow is melting and running off. And it took so long to
get the snow in the first place. | just returned from the abbots meeting at Oceanside, San Diego. It was very fine,
with presentations by Archbishop Fitzgerald, an expert on Islamic spirituality and dialogue between Christians and
Muslims. He was able to lay it out very clearly.

We are just getting ready to approve funding to get detailed design schematics for the Guest House. We are
continuing to work to attract funding for the addition to the Breuer church, the restrooms, elevator, and access to
the chapter house. But it is quite costly, about 2 million. So even though we will save 250,000 - 300,000 dollars
if we bid it at the same time, we aren’t sure we will have the funding pledged at the time.

I just met with Kathy Matthew, the chair of the Prep Board of Regents. We are just setting out the parameters for
the search for Gordon's successor, who will leave as Head of School in June 2006. The board has really
advanced in its taking ownership for the governance of the school.

In early January we had two deaths.— Father Burkard Arnheiter and Brother Patrick Sullivan. We had many
people come to both funerals, despite the cold and for Burkard, the nearly twenty years out of parigh ministry. But
each was dearly loved.

| heard from * that you might be coming back to the States because the work with AIDS victims did not work
out. 1 hope that this is not the case because | am sure that it would be a great disappoeintment to you. If you are
coming back to the States, please do let me know when you arrive back and where you are planning to live.

All the best, peace, +John

2/4/2005
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Ryan, Kelly

From: Hoefgen, Francls

Sent: Monday, March 07, 2005 8:14 AM
To: Ryan, Kelly

Subject: New Address

Kelly,
Here is my current address and phone:

Francis Hoefgen

3/7/2005
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1:42 PM
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

April 8, 2005

Most Reverend Harry J. Flynn, D.D.
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

226 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55102-2197

Dear Archbishop Flynm:

Greetings in tht;sé 50 days of Easter! And as we grieve the loss of and
1ejoice in the ministry and life of Jobn Paul II, May he rest in peace.

1 write this letter to inform you that one of our priest-monks, Francis
Hoefgen, has taken a two-year exclaustration and is Hving in the Archdiocese.
Fran is also one of our monk offenders though I have no reason to believe that
Fran will harm anyone. Fran had inappropriate sexual contact with 2 teenage boy
in the Jate 1970s, He went through out-patient treatment at Saint Litke’s

Maryland,

By the terms of his exclaustration from Saint John’s Abbey and by the
terms of the Norms and Charter, Fran may not exercise his priestly ministry in

any shape or fortn.

Sincerely in Christ,

PHONE 320 363-2544 FAX 320 363-3082  E-MAIL abbot®osb.orp

OSB HOEFGEN_00345
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Fran Hoefgenr
Sent:  Saturday, Aprit 09, 2005 3:39 PM

To:
Subject: Fran's City Hermitage & Phone Number

Hello from Minneapolis!

I have "My Own Place’ now!

My little hermitage in.the city!

You are welcome to visit when vou.can or call,

Know that you are always welcome!

It's in "the Kenwood Area" near the Walker Art Center.

Fran Hoefgen

Phone:

In a week or so I'll liave internet access in my apartment...but until then I'm using a friend's computer so
if 1 don't respond right away please forgive me... Thanks!

Lastly, on May 15th, I doing the MINNESOTA AIDS WALK, and have joined a friend's team to walk.
If you wish to sponsor me that would be great...if you are already sponsoring someone, that's great too.
If you wish to do so, just make the check out to: Minneosta AIDS Project and send it to me. You'll be
going a good thing and I'll get something in the mail in my new apartment. Plus your donation is tax
deductable. Ilook forward to hearing from you and know you are always welcome in Minneapolis!

With gratitude & affection,
Fran

Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around
http://mail.yahoo.com

8/27/2005
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“Yesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever,” v, axn

]

April 15, 2005

Abbot John Klassen, 0.S.B.

Saint John’s Abbey

Box 2015

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2015

Dear Abbot John,

I have received vour letter of April 8, 2003, in which you inform me that Francis
Hoefgen, one of your priest-monks, has taken a two-year exclaustration and is living in
the Archdiocese. Fran is one of your monk offenders, but one whom you have no reason
1o believe will harm anyone. You also indicate that this man is restricted from any
exercise of priestly ministry, both under the terms of his exclaustration and by the terms

of the Norms and Charter,
I arn grateful to you for this information.

May God’s rich blessings be with you, and all the monks at Saint John’s Abbey.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Harry J. Flynn, D.D.
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

226 SUMMIT AVENUE » ST, PAuL, MINNBSOTA 55102-2197 » Tgi: (651) 291-4408 » Fax: (651) 290-1629
E-MalL: archcom®archspm.org

0SB HOEFGEN_00348
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From:
Sent:  Sunday, April 17, 2005 9:10 PM
To: Abbot John Klassen's private account

Subject: two things

Hello Abba John:
Two things....always communicating....or trying to....

1) Thanks so much for coming fo cur birthday dessert party last night, It was good to
celebrate Y-O-U] And to celebrate with you. I'm glad you could be with us.

2) |'know you will be in the Bahamas soon, bit wanted to let you know that Fran Hoefgen will be up o
campus this Friday--he is soming to bring mg:cards to sell at ancther of our
muffin /oard sale events, and I'm guessing he may see other folks when he's here,

I'm not sure how ex-claustration things are supposed to work, but | didn’t want you to get word of his being
here for something at the SOT through the back door, If there is any problem with this. He'll be here about an
hour, and I'm taking care of the sale. As far as | know we do not have any students who are adverse to his

being with us for this short event. But | didn't want you to not know and find out through the grapevine that he
was here, especially if there Is any problem (do let me know if there is a problem? Thanks.).

Thanks, Abba John. I'll see you soon, | hope!

4/20/2005
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: i
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2005 10:21 AM

To: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: Observations of a layman

Abbot John,

J am one of St. John's oblates, and recently Fran Hoefgen was living at my home as he
transitioned out of —he monstery. The experiernce of living with Fran was interesting in
that it gave my wife and T a glimpse of modern monastic/clerical life. Admittedly, a very
narrow glimpse from one individual's perspectives and behaviors.

These observations do me very little good as they have very lititle to do with the course
of my own life, I wonder if they might be of some use to you? I°ve been struggling to
decide if T should even approach you about what I have seen and heard as I must respect
Fran's privacy, and some part of that will surely be sacrificed if I speak with you., But,
there is a larger community to consider and your own right, as zabbot, to know the
challenges you face in your stewardship cf that community.

In discussicns with Fran, hé does not believe speaking to you would serve any purpose as
you would already be most familiar with your own community. This should be true except
that I've noticed a tendency amongst the merks I've met that suggests your discussions
with some of them are guarded and evasive. T fear there is an assumption that you have
some special knowledge or understanding concerning your community and I know that cannot
be the case.

So, I leave this up to veou. If you would like te speak to we, I will make an appointment
with your administrarive assistant. If not, I certainly understand as you have had an
incredible amount to deal with in your tenure as Abbot and one more thing is not
necessarily helpful.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

0SB HOEFGEN_00350



June 19, 2005

Dear Abbot John,

I think that this email address will get to you in a safe manner. Today I would like to
untangle an old situation that is not going 1o resolve itself. Lately, I've been discussing
my history at St. John’s with an outside Church official who is helping me to move
beyond it. 1keep returning to a need to talk with you to set things straight. As I reflect
on this need I see that it touches on a rather unfortunate misunderstanding related 1o
matters that had not gotten investigated properly at the time, You are the only one to
even broach this topic (with me) that keeps coming up in'my heart. It might seem
peripheral and unimportant to you, but it is tied to a lot of what hurts me the most... It
seems that you were accusing me of “stealing”. Iknow that I ate a lot of food that was
ear-marked to be fed to the pigs, so I thought you were getting at me for this. But it
seems that you had been told (1 think) that I had stolen some clothes. No one ever talked
to me openly about this, which really hurts me. Consequently, there is an explanation for
this which was never uncovered. I took a pile of clothes that where placed in the hall (I
thought) by a woman who had promised to bring me a second load of clothing for me to
take to the Catholic Worker in St. Paul. She had brought me a load of her own clothes
and said that she would be bringing her husband’s clothes too (he had recently died, so I
was expecting a pile of nice things)... It took me years to figure out that these clothes
may have belonged to someone else because no one asked me about it.... Most sadly, I
feel that this failure to ask is wrapped up in a strong desire to affix on me some sort of
unredsemable quality. That’s what makes this all so painful. I think that a lot of bad
things were laid on me from all sorts of sources to make me Jook unworthy of a degree.
This sort of character assassination is intensely degrading. Whether it is tied to.a simple
“unbearable” difference in theological opinion, or if it is linked to some sort of cover up
of sex offenders, is not the point I wish to investigate. Either way, it’s hard for me to
trust any of you now. I feel that I risk further retribution for bringing these matiers up
even at this point (as if there was anything left of my personhood that you could destroy).

My friend from Wyoming is coming back to St. John’s this week for a summer SOT
class. So, maybe you would consent to meet with me in her presence (or without her) to
discuss what might be done at this point to patch up my soul. The damage done to me at
St. John’s is not going to disappear on its own. I’d like to enter the future with the
dignity that I first brought with me from Wyoming. Ihad been trying to help you all at
first, and I continue to reflect on and defend the heroic actions taken by certain of the
abusers who I came to know whose character seems to me now to be far more upright
than that of certain administrators who have been so bent on keeping the truth from
emerging. Polite silence is sometimes not the best way to deal with things.

Tearfully,

Delivery feo the following recipients failed.
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Skudlarek, William

From:

Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2006 12:55 PM
To: Kiassen, John

Subject: second attempt

Attachments; Letter to Abbot John-June 19-2005.doc
Dear Abbot John,

’m trying hatd to get this message to you. It’s important for me to make sure that you get it and that
I have a chance to talk to you about it. Please let me know that you received this.

Sincerely,

6/21/2005
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Skudlarek, William

From: Backous, Timothy

Sent:  Thursday, December 08, 2005 9:31 PM
To: Skudlarek, William

Subject; RE: priest

I'm sure you have an easier time finding him than | do! 1 note from reading this again that she didn't necessarily
say he presided.

Timo

From: Skudlarek, William

Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2005 9:29 PM
To: Backous, Timothy

Subject: RE: priest

I think so. Should I pass it on to him or will you?

From: Backous, Timothy

Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2005 8;55 PM
To: Skudlarek, William

Subject: FW: priest

Do you suppose the Abbot needs to see this? This is a note from the Administrator at Ascenion Parish,

Timo

From:

Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2005 4:00 PM
‘To: Backous, Timothy

Subject: priest

| forgot to add something. | was having a hard time finding someone to do a vigil service tonight at Washburn
McGreavy Funeral Home so | called and left a message for someone to call me. | received a call from Fr. Francis
Hoefgen, a Benedictine from St. John's, who said he works for Washburn McGreavy. What's the story? Does he
live down here? Who is he? Louise and | are very curious............

Peace,

Parish Administrator
Church of the Ascension

12/9/2005
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From:
Sent:  Wednesday, December 14, 2005 10:26 AM
To: Abbot John Klassen's private account

Subject: RE: priest...

Hello Abbot John,
Here is what transpired:
*We were working at Ascension with the funeral for

«The timing of the wake and funeral were rather quick and we were struggling to find a presider for the wake
service which was oceurring at the Washburn McGreavy Swanson Chapel on Thursday, December 8. To
complicate matters our various priests had masses for the holyday and a Guadalupe celebration in one of the
prisons. | was not available either due to a prior commitment. It is highly unusual that we cannot find scimeone to
preside at a wake service, so | called Washburn McGreavy and tald the woman working there, Arlene, our
situation, and asked to have someone call me.

*We received a call back from Arlene saying they Had someone wha could help, that he worked &t Washburn
McGreavy and was either a Dominican or a Benedictine — our staff member answering the phone couldn't

remember.

*In the meantime Fran calied and spoke with me and said he could lead a wake service since we couldn'tfind a-
priest. | wasn’t'sure how he was connected, so | simply asked if he worked for Washburn McGreavy and he said
yes. | thanked him for being willing to help. | was In a pastoral appointment at the time, and stepped out tc take

the call so it wasn’t lengthy. He personally didn't represent himself as a Benedictine to either myself or our staff

person answering the phone. He did however, volunteer to lead the wake service.

«Thinking this entire situation was unusual, and that something wasn't adding up, | asked our staff person ta call
Arlene back and clarify. She gave us the name of Fran Hoefgen and said he was a Benedictine. | looked in the
Minnesota Catholic Directory, St. Cloud Diocese, and saw that he was listed as Fr. Fran Hoefgen, with an

address at St. John's.

«Inthe meantime, (this'was all happening within about a 15 minute time period), Fr. Joe Gillespie called and said
he was at Washburn McGreavy and he could preside at a wake service.

+The entire situation continued to be confusing for me, and | was curious that there was a Benedictine monk living
and working in Minneapolis that | hadn’t heard about, so | emailed Timo.

«Fran did not represent himself as a Benediciine to any member of the Ascension staff or to Fr. Gillespie. He did
volunteer to lead the wake service.

| hope this information is helpful. If there is anything else | can do in terms of clarifying with Washburn McGreavy,
ete. | would be happy to assist.

Peace.

Parish Administrator
Church of the Ascension

12/14/2005
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Minneapolis, MN 55411

----- Original Message-----

From: Abbot John Klassen's private account |
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2005 3:22 PM
To:

Subject: priest...

Hello

1 received a forwarded e=mail from you to Timo that a Father Fran Hoefgen gave you a call, apparently
responding to your call for someone to lead a wake service. Fran is one of our offender monks who is on
canonical exclaustration from the abbey. He does not have faculties and should not be functioning in any
ministerial sense. | hope that this did not oceur. He has undergone a risk assessment and is working a

Safety Plan. Can you let me know more? Thanks +John

12/14/2005
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Skudlarek, William

From: Ryan, Kelly

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2006 10:43 AM

To: Kiassen, John: Pedrizetti, Raymond; Richards, Paul; L.euthner, Benedict; Jenniges, Brad
Ce: Jackson, Ruth

Subject: FW: Address Change

FYI

Br, Kelly Ryan, OSB
Secretary, Office of the Abbot
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville MN 56321-2015
Tel, 320'363-2546 | Fax -3082 | 20060917
Retreats at Saint John's
htpr/hwww saintiohosabbey. org/sipfindex hm)

A natlon of sheep wlll beget a government
of waolves.

Edward R. Murrow (1908-1965)

From: Hoefgen, Francis

Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2006 11:36 PM
To: Ryan, Kelly

Subject: Address Change

Hello Kelly,.
Here is my new address and phone number...
Autumn Blessings,

Fran Hoefgen

9/28/2006
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New Addresses
Fran Hoefgen
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Leuthner, Benedicl

Sent:  Monday, December 11, 2006 9:13 AM

To: Hoefgen, Francis

Ca: Abbot John Klassen's private account; Jenniges, Brad
Subject: Extended Health Care

Fran,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB hae agreed to your request to extend Saint John's Abbey health care to you during
your additional exclaustration period of 3 years for which you are petitioning to Rome.

We will follow the sama arrangements, In you have any questions, please see Brad.

Peace
Benadict Leuthner, OSB

12713/2006
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Decembell 13, 2006

Abbot John Klassen, 0.8.B.
Saint John’s Abbey
Coliegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

At this time T am writing to request a three year extension of my indult of
exclaustration to discern my monastic vocation.

When I went to Africa in October of 2003 it was my desire to enter into a
sabbatical to renew my monastic vocation. Since other circumstances came into play
and it became clear that I needed to request a leave to enter into this renewal time. It
was my intention to return to the abbey after Africa, which I did in October of 2004.

At the abbey I continued to feel the need to discern my monastic vocation and
began & two vear period of exclaustration on Decemiber 14" 0f 2004. T am not feeling at
peace about leaving the abbey after being a monk for 30 years and that is my reason for

requesting the extension ‘of my indult.

If you wish to discuss this with me please have Brother Kelly let me know and 1
would be willing to corne tothe abbey to answer any questions you may have.

Advent peace,

rancis Hoefen
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December 13, 2006

Abbot John Klassen, O.8.B.
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

1 hope this letter finds you able to enjoj some to the wonderful offerings of this
Advent Season of waiting. It goes by all too quickly.

On December 8% I was able to have a very good conversation with Brother
Benedict regarding my two year time of exclaustration. We talked about my work
experience and how 1 have been fairing on different levels. I also want to thank you for
allowing me to undergo evaluation with Pathfinders in the spring of 2005, Currently I
am also working with a job coach at the Basilica of Saint Mary to achieve my goal of
meaningful full-time employment during this time of discernment.

Brother Benedict suggested that I write you two letters: one requesting my
extension of the indult of exclaustration, which is included; and this second letter to
discuss my other problems around employment. In April of 2005 I became working in
a greenhouse part-time until June of that year. Then while pursuing other avermes of

) employment I began working part-time with Washburm McReavy Funeral Chapels in

Minneapolis. Gradually the hours increased to 40 hours per week but they still have not
changed my status to reflect my increase in hours and to allow for benefits. I have
written a letter to the President of the company requesting an official change of my
status to be brought under health care coverage but that has not yet happened. It seems I
may need to look for employment elsewhere to achieve that goal.

Because T have not been able to secure meaningful full-time employment with
benefits I am writing to request an extension of health care coverage from the Abbey

-~ while on exclaustration: 1 am-working hard with my current employer while attempting

to remedy this situation. I am also working with my job coach to look at all solutions. I

. .am asking for your support in this important matter of health care coverage,

If you would like to talk to me about this situation as well as my request for a
three year extension of the indult of exclaustration please let me know and I will set up

an appointment through Brother Kelly.

Advent peace,

ﬁmcis Hoeigén
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Leuthner, Benedict

From: Hoefpen, Francis

Sent:  Thursday, December 14, 2006 10:58 AM
To: Leuthner, Banedict

Subject: RE: Extended Hsalth Care

Benedict,
Thank you jor al that you have done to assist me. You have given me the giff of pasce as we journey these

Advenidays. My time with yeu on December 8ih was & gift to me, you are a big part of the healing of my soul,

Thank you so much,
Fran

From: Leuthner, Benedict
Sent: Mon 12/11/2006 9:12 AM

Ta: Hoefgen, Francis
Ce: Abbot John Klassen's private account; Jenniges; Brad

Subject: Extended Health Care

Fran,

Abhet John Klassen, 0SB has agresd to your requsst to axtend Saint John's Abbey health care to you during
your addtional exclaustration period of 3 years for which you are petitioning to Rome. ) '

We will follow the seme arrangements. In you have any questions, please see Brad,

Peace
Renedict Leuthner, OSB

12/14/2006
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SAINT JOHN’'S ABBEY

Office of the Abbot

December 19, 2006

Francis Hoefeen

Dear Fran:

Ireceived your two letiers last week, the first giving a summary of your work situation and the
second a request for a three year extension of the indult of exclaustration. Thank you for the information
about your present work situation and the dilemmas regarding health care. Tam full agreement with
Brother Benedict Leuthner in keeping you covered for health care by the abbey for three years or until
you zble to be insured at your place of employment.

I also will support your request for an additional three years of exclaustration. However, the
Senior Council and I cannot grant the request, which needs to be addressed to the Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societics of Apostolic Life (CICLSAL). So you write the letter
addressed the cardinal, send it to me. I take the request to the Senior Council. We approve it. Ithen send
a formal letter to Abbat Timothy Kelly as President of the Congregation and he forwards it to the
Congregation, The turn-around time for this is not all that bad, given the steps.

I think that the letter to the Congregation has to include a little more detail than you have included
in your letter. Would you mind having your letter reviewed by Dan Ward {I spoke to him abonut this and
he is willing to give counsel)? His e-mail is In addition, he will have the right
address for the Cardinal at the Congregation.

We.are in the last week of Advent, shockingly shert this year, and toward the remembrance of
that great day of our salvation, the birth of Jesus, our Savior. Be sure that  hold you in thought and
prayer, always hoping for goed things in your life. May grace and peace be yours!!

Blessings,

P.O. BOX 2015, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNIESOTA 56321-2015
Phone: {320} 363-7546 » Fax (22011 1632087 o Fomunil abduafiaet e o W o0 0 o
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January 19, 2007

Abbot John Klassen, OSB
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

Enclosed is my request for an extension of my indult. T am writing to ask you at
this time to forward this request to Rome with your support.

My work is going well though it’s been a difficult week with three painful
funerals, one from an overdose, one from hanging, and the third a young man
whd,shot in his car in North Minneapolis. So much pain and anguish in our
society.

I’m glad to see that things are going well at Saint John’s, I was happy to see that

the basketball team defeated St. Thomas this past week. They must be very
good.

Peace,

ﬁﬁmé //z%yw

l Francis Hoefgen, OSB
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January 19, 2007

His Eminence Franc Cardinal Rode

Congregation for Ingtitutes of Consecrated Life
And Societies of Apostolic Life

Piazza Pio X1, 3

00193 Rame, Italy

Your Eminence:

| request that that the three year indult of exclaustration granted by my abbet, Abbot John Klassen, OBB, be
extended by your Congregation for an additional three years. '

| made monastic profession on July 11, 1873 and was ordained a priest on June 22, 1679. | servedin a number
of parishes and then returned to the monastery o be part of the spiritual ife program. In 20011 received a

cerlificate in spltitua) direction.

in 2003 | requested an induit of exclausiration for the purpose of serving in the African missions. | did this
because | felt called to religious iife and the priesthood but not necessarity within the monastic context. | feit that
perhaps | should serve the disadvantaged as a missionary. Howevet, | came o realize that this was not the
place | could best serve as a religious and a priest, | returned to the United States but continued on
exclaustration. Presently, | am working for a funeral homs corparation. in this position, | have been able to
provide persons with spiritual comfort, although 1 am not doing this in the capacity of a priest. However, this

position is only part-time.

The reasan for requesting an extension s that ! still feel called to refigious life and the priesthood but not
necessarily within monastic life or at least at St. John's-Abbey, Aftet my return from Adrica, | had to adjust back
1o U.5. culture and also establish myself in a living situation, | have been able to find employrment but not full
time. However, | have learned from my work at the funeral homs that | want to continue in some way to provide

spiritual comfort to people.

=~} @ now settied and befieve-that within the-next three years-| -will be-able to-make a devislon-abeut-my-future-—---

and how [ can best serve soclety and the Church. Therefore, | ask that you grant the requested three year
extension of the indult of exclaustration.

Sincerely, ’ E
. ¥

72@@ A7 i, 255

Francis F. Hoelgen, 3.5.8.
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January 31, 2007

Francis Hoefgen

Dear Fran:

T received your letter of petition to Cardinal Rode and your letter last week. I'brought
your petition to the Senior Council yesterday (January 30) and it readily approved it. Ihave
written the follow-up letter to Abbot Timothy as President of the Congregation and he will

forward it to CICLSAL.

As in pastoral situations you have beenpart of in the past, I am sure that your work in.a
funeral home brings you into direct contact with the impact of trauma and enormous pain. And
for you it is not simply a news report on WCCO or KARE-11, but real flash and blood human
beings who are trying to deal with the consequences of the pain, anguish, and random viclence mn
our society, Do take care of yourself — emotionally and spiritually. You cannot take this pain
into yourself — it will overwhelm you. 1know, easier said than done. Pray, do lectio, read good

fiction, listen to good music, and enjoy the renewing power of fiiendships.

... BesurcthatIhold you in thought and prayer, always hoping for good t;hmgs in your hfs‘
May grace and peace be yours!! .

Blessings,

Abbot Jolm Klassen, OSB-
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January 31, 2007

The Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, O.8.B.
Abbot President

American-Cassinese Congregation

Saint John’s Abbey

Coliegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Timothy:

Father Francis F. Hoefgen, 0.S.B., a perpetually professed member of Saint John’s
Abbey, requests an extension of his Indult of Exclaustration for a period of three years. On
October 8, 2003, Father Francis requested an Indult of Exclaustration for one year, which the
Senior Council and I approved, Father Francis returned to the abbey in September of 2004 but
then requested a two-year Indult of Exclaustration, which the Senior Council and 1 granted.
Since the Code of Canon Law requires that the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
and Societies of Apostolic Life grant indults of exclaustration beyond three (3) years (canon
686.1), it 1s necessary to request the extension from the Congregation.

Both my council and I support this request. We believe that Father Francis is correct in
saying that he has not been able to establish himself in a living situation with full time
employment. Furthermore, he still feels called to religious life and priesthood but not necessarily

within monastic life or at least not at Saint John’s Abbey. We support his decision to-do careful
discernment of these issues.

Enclosed is the petition for extension.

Sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B.
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CONGREGAZIONE
PER GLI1 ISTITUTI DI VITA CONSACRATA |
E LE SOCIETA DI VITA APOSTOLICA

Prot. n. 39913/2007

MOST HOLY FATHER,

Father Francis Hoefgen, a solemnly professed monk and priest of Saint
John’s Abbey, of the American Cassinese Congregation of the Order of Saint
Benedict, diocese of Cloud, requests of Your Holiness an extension for three
years of the indult of exclaustration granted to him by the Abbot President, for

the reason set forth.

The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life 4nd Secietes of
Apostolic Life, after careful consideration of the teasons submitted, grants an
extension of the exclaustration in conformity with the petition. All other
provisions of the law are to be observed.

All things to the contrary notwithstanding,

Vatican, March 3, 2007.
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AMERICAN-CASSINESE CONGREGATION

OF THE ORDER OF SAINT BENEDICT
SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
BOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015 .
Qffice of the President

March 30, 2007

Right Reverend John Klassen, O.5.B.
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2015

Dear Abbot John:

Enclosed is the rescript from the Vatican granting Father Francis Hoefgen a three year
extension of exclaustztation as requested by him,

The original of the document is to be kept on file at Szint John’s Abbey and a copy sent
to Father Fran.

Peage.
Sincerely in Christ,

+) @7{%9

- Abbet Timothy Kelly, O.8.B...
President
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SAINT JOHN’'S ABBEY

Office of the Abbot

March 31, 2007

Fran Heefgen

Dear Fran:

1 am sending you good news. The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
and Societies of Apostolic life hes granled you an extension of your exclaustration in
conformity with the petition you submitted, and in conformity with the initial conditions of
the exclaustration. Iam including a photocopy of the rescript because the original of the
document must stay in our files. For the sake of mutue! undersianding, ] behieve that the

clock on this starts with the date of the rescript, March 3, 2007.

1 hope that you have had a good Lent, with fuitful prayer and meditation. My March
zoomed by, probably because of & couple of short but intense business trips. Tam Jooking
forward to a good Holy Week — so powerful because of the monastic liturgies and the overall

rich scriptural and human context for the Tridmim.

Be sure that I hold you in thought and prayer, always hoping for geod things in your

life. May grace and peace be yours!!

Blessings on your Triduum and Easter!

Enclosure:  Photocopy of rescript from CICLSAL dated March 3, 2007

F.O. BOX 2015, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESQOTA 56321-2015
Phone: (320) 363-2546 » Fax: (320) 363-3082 + E-mail: abbot@osb.org » Web: saintjohngabbeyv.org
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June 3, 2010

Abbot John Klassen, 0.8.B.
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

First of all I thank you for the discussion that took place on March 30" It was good
to share more of my faith journey as well as my current life situation. I also thank you for
your expressed support for the extension of my indult.

I have been in contact with Dan Ward who as reviewed the enclosed letter to
Cardinal Rode. I believe it expresses my current situation accurately. I also thank you for
presenting my request to the Senior Council. Following this, I understand a formal leiter
would be sent to Abbot Timothy Kelly as President of the Congregation and that he would
forward the letter to the Congregation.

I pray that the retreat went well for the community and provided some strength and

peace for the community. As for me, I continue to strive to live in simplicity and truth as 1
trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit on my journey of faith,

Blessings,

ranci ) Potfyer | B

vancis F. ~Ioefgen, 0.8.B.

Enclosure: Letter to Cardinal Rode
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June 3, 2010

His Eminence Franc Cardinal Rode
Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
And Societies of Apostolic Life

Piazza Pio X11, 3

00193 Rome, ttaly

Your Eminence:
I request that an extension of my indult of exclustration be granted for a period of three years.

In 2004, 1 received an indult of exclaustration for three years from my abbot, Abbot John Klassen. At
the end of that period, ] requested an extension of the indult by your Congregation. The extension
ceased in March of 2010.

The reason for seeking an extension is that [ do not believe that at the present time I am able to return
to the monastery and live in peace. Through these last years, I have felt tension when I live within the
monastery because of the sexual abuse and also the changing nature of the community.

In my present life, I work at simple employment to support myself in a very simpie manner of life in
keeping with the life of a monk. Shortly before receiving my first indult of exclaustration, I became
certified as a spiritual director. This three year process has helped me continue with a deep and
teverent prayer life in this discernment process. It is clear to me that I wish to continue to serve the

Lord in some manner of life.

I do know that I must make a decision within the next three years how to continue to live the simple
life of prayer and work that I now live. Can I live with the tensions that I feel when 1 live at the
monastery or can I live without the blessings of monastic profession as a lay person. It is becoming
clearer that perhaps 1 will have to live without the blessings of manastic profession, but I do not want
to set aside monastic life and priesthood without peace iri my heart that this is the right decision.

I hope that you can understand the gravity of my decision and also the pain that I experience in making
a decision. I truly believe in the deep and abiding way of spirituality taught by the monastic fathers
and want to continue to infegrate this into my life.

In conclusion, I request that I be granted an extension of the indult of exclaustration for a period of
three years.

Sincerely,

Francis ¥. Hoefpen, O.5.B8.
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June 4, 2010

Abbot John Klassen, Q.8.B.
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MIN 56321

Dear Abbet John,

First of all T thank you for the discussion that took place on March 30", It was good
to share more of my faith journey as well as my current life situation. I also thank you for
your expressed support for the extension of my indult for two years.

1 have been in contact with Dan Ward who as reviewed the enciosed letter to
Cardinal Rode. I believe it expresses my current situation accurately. [ also thank you for
presenting my request to the Senior Council. Following this, I understand a formal letter

would be sent to Abbot Timothy Kelly as President of the Congregation and that he would
forward the letter to the Congregation.

1 pray that the retreat went well for the community and provided some sirength and
peace for the community. As for me, I continue to strive to live in simplicity and truth as I
trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit on my journey of faith.

Enclosed is the corrected version of my letter to Cardinal Rode for a request for a
two-year extension as we agreed upon and not a three year request.

Thank you for your kindness to me and be assured of my prayers.

Blessings,

Ferielf. Podfy o
Frangis F. Hoefgen, 0.8.B.

Enclosure: Letter to Cardinal Rode
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june 4, 2010

His Eminence Franc Cardinal Rode
Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
And Societies of Apostolic Life

Piazza Pio X1I, 3

00193 Rome, Italy

Your Eminence:
I request that an extension of my indult of exclustration be granted for a period of two years.

In 2004, 1 received an indult of exclaustration for three years from my abbot, Abbot John
Klassen. At the end of that period, I requested an extension of the indult by your Congregation.
The extension ceased in March of 2010,

The reason for seeking an extension is that I do not believe that at the present time I am able to
return to the monastery and live in peace. Through these last years, | have felt tension when I
live within the monastery because of the sexual abuse and also the changing nature of the
community.

In my present life, I work at simple employment to support myself in a very simple manner of
life in keeping with the life of a monk. Shortly before receiving my first indult of exclaustration,
I became certified as a spiritual director. This three year process has helped me continue with a
deep and reverent prayer life in this discernment process. It is clear to me that I wish to continue
to serve the Lord in some manner of life.

1 do know that I must make a decision within the next three years how to continue to live the
simple life of prayer and work that I now live. Can I live with the tensions that I feel when I live
at the monastery or can I live without the blessings of monastic profession as a lay person. It is
becoming clearer that perhaps I will have to live without the blessings of monastic profession,
but I do not want to set aside monastic life and priesthood without peace in my heart that this is
the right decision.

1 hope that you can understand the gravity of my decision and also the pain that | experience in
making a decision. I truly believe in the deep and abiding way of spirituality taught by the
monastic fathers and want to continue to integrate this into my life.

In conclusion, I request that [ be granted an extension of the indult of exclaustration for a period
of two years,

Bincerely,

@fr'ancis Y Hoefgen, H.8.B,
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1 1 APEERRANCES

2 2

3 ¥ THE MUTTER OF TRE IAIM OF 3 PATRICK WORKER, Attorney at Law, JEFY ANTERS(M
4 : BERINST 4 & BSSCCIATES, P.R., 366 deckson Street, Suite 100,

5 THE CRDER CF ST, RENRDICT 5 St. Paul, Mivmesota 55101, mpesred telephonically on

§ & benalf of the Flaintiff.

7 TELFEICONIC (RSWORN THUSRVTEN OF 7

[} 1 NICHARL: EORD, Attoragy at Law, QUINGIVAY &

] 8 USRS, P.A., 400 South Fixst Street, Suite 600,

0 Taken at the law flm of 16 P.0, Box 1008, St, Cloud, Minnesota 56302, apgeaed on
11 11 bshalf of the Grdar of St. Bemdict,
Y] CURGIVAN & HOGHES, BA 1

VELLS FARGO BUSLBDNG
14 406 SUCLH FIRST STREET, SUITE 600 13 TATRT STICK, Attomey at Taw, 250 Second
BT. CIOUD, bR 56301

14 14 Avenue Scuth, Sufte 120, Minmespslis, Mimnescta

15 and taken on 15 55400-2122, ppuared telephonically on behalf of Father
16 Janary 13, 2010 16 Francis Boefgen,

1 17

18 ogmenciny at approximitaly 18 £ r

13 1:00 p.m. ]

20 20

b2y auﬁsfm%%% it THEREORON, the following preceedings were dily
7 TAlG, MIRBSTA 55219 70 had, to-wit:

23 23

24 Pl

25 25

1 3

1 TnoER 3 {Bnibit No. 1 mazked for ddentification.)
H ’ 2 . BRUIMATION

) THEERIER OF Page 3 By Mr, Pord: .

¢ 4 @ My rame is Mke Ford, T'm an attomey in St. Clowd.
5 BY M. FOId 4ovirinsiinpmnnmnrnenninriasarene 4 3 I'mhere-today reprssenting the Omder of

§ By M. SEIER vurimsrerivmenrnsnnininnvirnnes §  8t. Benedict., Bob Stich is also on the line and is

7 BY ML BOTE oovrvevons vt eraiinwssmsranesons A0 7 here today representing Fran Hosfgen, We'ee going to
8 By ME, SEEY .oviesvusaaiavinssineriasarass 89 & bake arecorded interview, And I've got a court

H 3 reporter bere with me inmy office, ldsa Staudinger;
1 EIBTIS 3 and she'll type up my qebstions and your answers when
n oo 1 oo ve wmdntand ey 0
17 Exhibit 1 merked ......o.ool T | 1 & . ;

X 13§ Clay. Ifve got before pe a docunent that T've asked

o )] Sraudinoey bomirk as Bhinit 1) And what 4t is

i 1 is a Confidentizl For Mediation Use Only statspent

15 16 that your attorneys have fumished to me and

1 11 Mr, Skich that kind of cutlines your situation, the
1. 18 abuse, the injury that you have, and 86 on. Mave you
1 19 seen that documnt yet? ’

il 20 & I have not.

7 21 0 That's been generally true for the other folks whose
d 3 stabements ve've taken, so what I'¢ like to do at

4 : 2 this point is kind of go through it with you just to
Z 7 make sure that we got it all xight. Do you

5 , 2% understand that? .
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1A Yes, 1o, 1 the dse, ad this s abar it teds U waz

2 Q0 Ohay. It tells us that your age s 48 ysave of age; 7 placed in foster care and mas sealng . Hoefgen for

3 is that right? 3 tharepy dn 1978 aftera suldidd avtenpt.  During

43 L an w8, 4 these cmmseling sessionm, By, Hodinen sold

5 0 Okay. What is your date of hirth, please? 5 Testithate and bizve TiEatirbate him,  This

6 X 6 happened nmerous times imtil +3s able to go

T ¢ Okay, Jnd it fells us that you'ze merried and have 7 back ke, at Micipdint tha-smeal abwse shopped.”

[} children; 3s that right? b Toes that sowd roughly correct?

9 & That is corzect, 9 % ‘That does sound Tughly Correct, with the exception
10§ It says currently you'rs wempioyed, I that still 0 of the tim lne again, . 'I'm sure it couldTof have
n the case? i oponcred in 1978 becanse my suicide atbespt sas in
12 & That a5 not toxrect, 12 Nevarber of 1878,

13§ Wt ave you curgendly doing for drcome? 13 0 Ckay. later on, it talks about having adiificesl
14 3 T'm curmently sorking for a oapany by the rame of ¥ ssicide sthecpts; so TUIL get to-that jn o mimte.
15 15 Bet's ooms hack. Snenowes the Hest tine yom
16§ Andwhat do you do for them? b uthowpred sulcide? X8 cthat Yownbar of 1782

17 R They 12 It sxidd hare beap In fugust of 1978,

1 and I amthedr sanagee of Jogletins planning, W O Okay, $hen ams the sepond tine — well, did you
18 0 Clay. Hoen did you take 1p that jeb? 19 atbenpt swicide after that? )

20 & In Fme of 218, A T did atbemt nuicide on thyee separate occasions,
21 O Prior to June of 2010, whenhad you last surked? 21 9 Oy, S0 dugust of ‘78 28-Fi st one; oorvect?
72 & My last date of enplowent sould have been in Harch 22 A That e correct, '

35 of 2000, 7 sas vmepdoyed Srom Hanch uptil e, 73§ Whien yms the second coe?

24 { Wag there anything about that peried of smpleyment 24 A Weuld have been in Hovesber of 1978,

25 that yoo think is related to vhat happand between . #5  hnd then the third one? )

1 you and Frap fioafgen? 1 A Hag alsu in Novesber of 1378,

2 & 7 quess I Gan't anmer that ab thispotot. T dm't 7 W cight. Bow, it sayr Dere that you were placed in

3 lmor 1 foster care and hegan seeing Fr. feefgen.: $owld that

4 Fair enowgl, the focument goed onto say that the & have been soeetiss after Mugust of 78 that you were

5 person that you bedieve sicted Inapprepristely with 5 placed in the fostar cars?

6 youwas Tr. Francis Hosfgen; Js that right? § A It would have been in the Jate winter of Deteder,

7 B That is camech, 7 Usrwary tive frae of 1973

8 0 Okay. Wndthe peried .of abuse adire this took place 8 O Mell, letwe o onto this drjury/dmeges section 80

5 was In 1978; is.that cormoct? 9 we can claxify sorething., In-the injury/demages
10 A 1 don't-doww the st tine poztad:  Ttawould haw 16 section of this exhibit — this Codfidential for
11 been bemess 13, IRETTION. Tkl rewsbnt i 31 Mefarion Use Caly statmmnt — it says;

12 exact yadr that 3t started 12 puffers from depreseion, and he attemphed suleide on
13 § Tt said that 1€ hapored at the pazish esitaee at 13 bwe sore comesions after the sewml abuse by

RO - S 1 A - A6 that wighty 1 Tr. Hoetpe, 135 takeo antidprssants on and
1% A That's right, 1% off for the past 30 years. I8 an Alegelie g
16 Q0 oSt Benifses, ust sosweccandmve it recordsd, 15 has been for the past 30 years. e vas scer for 2
17 what dincese is that.St. Bouiface in? 1 mmber of years before relapsing in 2008, 188
1M A It's in the dlotwse of St. Clond, and it's Jomated in 16 pesvined sober since that tine. "
18 Cold Spring, Moresota, 18 Boything about what T just said that
20 ¢ ‘The summry of the amse says that “Fr. Heefgen 28 strikes you as nending to be clarified?
21 pewually abused on several coeasions under the 71 What does need to be clavified 15 that there was not
2 yulse of ohweelinghis after 4 sunide sttempt® 2 any aditional suicide attenpts after Novembor 1978,
23 boes that sewd Toughly pight? 23 0 AL right, Sodf it says hers that - suffers frm
20 & That's corvect. 24 depression and atterpted suivids on wo more
25 @ Then tha dooment goes ua 1o deserdbe dn wore detail ‘ 2% obcasions after the sexudl abuse by Fr. Hoefoim, that
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CONFDENTAL

would be incorrect?

B that would be e different —
I don't Yoy A it was the same thevspist that I saw

1
2 A 1 would to have to agree with that suabesent. H
3 0 Okay, 8o all the spicice ottewpts ocourred before 3 after 1 had Jeft the hospital or pok, 1 don't recall
4 the sexoal atmse by Fr, Hoefgen; is that rignt? 4 thar,
5 4 That is correct, 5 Q Okay. MHow, how was it that you were eent into festmr
6 0 8o ler's come back to it. So you get put isto. foster §  care? Wy was that, if you know?
7 care wmetime in the late winter, possibly January, T R I dan't understand your guestion,
g of 1875, Doey that sound right? # Q Oy, Wien yo had this fizst —~ well, the three
5 I doos. Sumelime in that time freme, that is 5 suicide attenpts, were you Miving at heme with your
W correet, 1 pazenfs?
1§ How Jong were vou in foster eare? 11 A T was, .
12 & 1wps in foster cave for agoronidatedy six months, 12 0 So do you koow why you went into foster caxe?
13 possibly seven wonths, 1A 1goa't recall, I don't remamber what the
14§ So that would take us to Jume or July of "19? W clirogstasces vere sursounding wy rewwal fzom the
15 A That is corssct. 15 home and gt into foster care.
16 0 Then when did yonl Firet see Fr. Hoefyen for thetepy? 16 0 Al right. So mow you starb counseling with
17 A It wuld have been meetive in that time frame as 1 Fr. Hoefgen, How did this —~ this mutual
18 weld, 1 don't know the exact time frave. 1§ meytudation ome up? I rean, just describe that for
14 ¢ So you went to Fr, Reefgen for therapy after you were 19 us, the first time. What hagponsd?
3 placed In foster care; is that right? 7 A T guess I wudd go to the residence or the rectory
N & fhat is-eocrect. A for i, Boniface., And it didn't injtdially stert from
2 0 How, who suggested that you go see Fr, Hoafgen for 22 the get-go Tram oir meetdngs, Fr, Frap was Just
25 thempy? 13 counseling g2 v tams of who T was as an dndividezl
2 A T dm't recall if anybody specifically suggested I 21 endoaperson, And I don't recall if 4% occirred
25 kee him. The foster how that T wan living in at the . 25 within the first six months or within the first year, "
1 tire was located fn Cold Spring, apprdimately fuo 1 T don't remember that tive frame. Aud honestly, I
2 blochs from St Bouifade church. And T beliete & don't zemeder 1f it ooqurred or Atarted in 1978, 1o
3 that's how I fixst became to koow of of bestee — 0L 3 that.sumer, or if 1% was after that time frame., It
§  jnvolved yith— but céme to know of Fr. Fran in 4 was someting in the 1979, 1880 tiwe frame,
H St. Boniface Chuurch, 5 0 Oy, #ell, in Janwary of 1978, lopking at your date
§ 0 New are you a Cathalie? & of birth, you would have been 17 yeass of age, 1
TR Yes, Iam v think,
8 0 Was 5t. Bonifans — did you attend Sk, Hmdfave while 4 & That is corsect.
9 you were living in the foster how? 5 ¢ Okay. And theg your birth date being
604 44, 18 you would have becore 18 years of age dn of
10 In akition tw Fe. Boafun, did fou mee mmyicdly else 1 BREERS e o
1z for counseling about your swicite attespts back at 1z A fhab I cooretl.
13 the Yiee you vere al the foster hame? 130 Okay, B framwhat you've alrexly told s, T take
o LG R D st s T e e A Vit voree sob ontioddy sure wiether the fivst
’ 15 was, Tt was g therepist located in the City of 15 instance of this mebval masburbation with Fr. Fran
16 Bt. Clowl. Yhat's dating back 30, 31, 32 years age. ¥ oocurred while you were going throwgh trestngnt with
170 Yep. [y pecall where you sav this theraplst? 17 him or whether it occursed after the troatment with
18 Was it like at the hogpitad, or was it at-an office 18 him, Ts that fair to say?
19 or vhat? 19 & Tt ves during the time T was meeting with him, ut 1
203 It wes at e office hullding or office facility. 26 think that, fo answer your guestion further, I don't
21 After ¥ had first attenpied suicide — not first, 71 reeall if 5 was prior to me turning 18 or mot.
17 ob the third attaept after the adtarpt of suleide, I 2 0 Oy, Hoen did the coumseling with Fr. FPran end? I
23 spent approziimtely vix or seven veeks in in-patient B think we've — I've already asked you that question,
26 therapy at the St. Cloud Hospital, saw a therapist ab 98 b now I'd like to clarify that, if T ean.
25 the hospitad ab that time as well, " 2% % You mean when did it end dn tewms of my continuing to 1
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CONFIDENTIAL

Lok Y

meat with hin?

1 1 statemants in this confidensial meciation statésent.
7 0 Yes. i Chay?
3 A Wpen gld 1 ansver-that question? 3 MR, FORD: “That’s wmeeratood.
4§ Well, I thowht avhile back yoo toldme it )asted ¢ A right. Othek than your wifeand yor atimimey,
5 abewt sixormevenfonths;ao T ses assaning that by 5 have you talked abowt what happinied batwesn you and
§  Juns, July, Bugust of 79, you bad stoppet colmseling ¢ Fr, Franwltheanybody other than that?
7 with hime Yot mavbe I'nwrong. 1 A Towy recolleftiad; no.
8 A No. Thab's not howD anowired that question, . T hed § ( Okay. Have you ever sought tyeatmemt forwhab you
9 imdicated that Tudidn't'dmow if the abuse ootutred 9 thihk resulted from you getting inwolved with
16 within the flrst six aooths or first year after I 1w Fr. Fran? .
11 started eoimseling with v, Fran, My sessions sith 1L A Bok specifically, mo.
12 Fr. Fean enkd shenhe st seapwnd From the parish 12 0 ¥ell, you seem to have qualified that statesent. Did
15 and sent oot to — I-beldeve dtaes a sexmal 13 you have some ovboome, Like aleholizs or sepethitg
14 treatnest hospital oot insthe State of Marylad 14 else that caused youtp seek-trwabwent that you think
15 soetie in 1083, 1982, T don't segirber the date 15 might be therefore yalated +o what happéned with
15 exactly, . 16 Fr. Praw
7 Olay. 30 you actually.continusd %o treat with 11 A I sould agree withthat -statement aswell-as some
1 Fr. Fran dnto '8, 1832 o 1 counsitling that 1 had invthe sprisgasl dumer of
12 K T cootimzd to weet with b and tovark woth him and 19 2009,
30 talk with Mme Besasteomaslingane dewell dnto 0 ¢ Okay. Viwen did you-— havs yeid ever fisd oomseling
71 joining Yhestrdariof e mbandicaing tonks at 2 for alesholin
iz st John’s, w s 2 8 7 hava, yes.
1 Q Oy, Andsothitigthatsenhe v il he vy 77 0 When was the fizst such effort ab tounseling?
2 sent off for trepteent, fihere saetld be these 24 B Wauid have boen somitinme in the-sarly 1980s I put
5 Jnvidents efamitval mestorbation 35 that corect? o 25 myself into-treateent at the St. Cloud Fospital. "
1A T aeudd Have £o say yes to that Stateent. 1 @ #es thet an Inmatientor wiipatiert process?
2 0 Oy, lo you havd any way of sshizeblny hew often | 2 A ¥ould have been inpatient protess,
3 this cooresd] 50 I3 that, like, 3 3D:dsy Program or something else?
¢ & Indy cstimafe, stiegiud hew been oo dess than a ¢ & Yoo koow, 1 don't meesll, Toremember.being if the
©5 rloren tines and 1 move Hhan teo tiaen tines, 5 progean for apmadsately a week, Taybe a dittle
§ 0 5012 to M occasions? ¢ less, and actmlly took myeelf cut of the progra and
7 & T would say yes. 7 did not coplets the program at that tim,
§ ¢ Mo, at any time docivg-this - doring these B0 Oy, Now hve yosi-ver forgotten about what
v oocasions or durdnyhis Hioe pexiod, did you object Y happeted betwesn you and Fr. Frad, or bes it alsays.
1 or protéest orsay anyflideg.bo Tr. Eran gboet it? ) 10
iy R Hou ek, T aoR M Decdll IETY ijited ok provested. N FLD s
1 T delt as if Taman't dn a pesition 1o say vo. 12 forgetten sboot it :
13 p Chay. Did yovever disouss it with snjbedy other 15 O How would you say that what happered between youl and
. San Pr. Pean? : 4 Fran bag affected youy dffected yourdife dnshat
15 3 Inthe years snbseuent o the moasions ocroering, 1 way? T
16 T've discossediibavithatheattornay that s 16 3 How tho I quantidfy that atateent? You jufi; it's
17 representing e, asswell<as my sife, 17 smething being born and taised 4 Catholi, grtsby
1 { Ohay. Whenwas the First time you talked to anybeiy 1 ap inthe Catholicrfalth, thinking-ar cbe peint I
18 about what hagprssd detszen you and Tr, Fran? 18 santed to become a Catholic priest and join the
2 & It voddd have been probably daling back to the early 3 Berssfictine Order-5178t, -Johm's, ‘1 Just fesl that
71 15%0s vhen I had disqusged Jtwithmy adfe, 2 st ccourréito e~ TYneta hemitinan.,  I'n
2@ Oy, e . 3 & hobexoyenul WIS SENTHE Just i ETMEAT, T
2 MR, SEENER: And Just forctheversrd, Mike 33 baliewe has wselly dewmdtabedme fnfemsiof an
24 and Bob, we're not waivdng sponsal Commication 3 individual dnmyselfecteen dn terw Of Mut
76 priviieges or any of Uiosesprivileges by himmakdng 2 ooowered, I believe it wes an insgprepriste thing to 16

LY}
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18

1 heppen 1o me, and it disgusts me to this day. 1 © And what cawsed you to ressver fraw this relapse?

2 0 Bas it affected your relationship with your wife? 2 % Belf-perseverance and my oun will,

3 A I beliéee 3t has affecred my relationship with my 3 0 So it was prefty much self-directed, You did it

i wife in regards to o intimacy. ) yourself?

5 ¢ Okay. Hag it affected your relalicoslip with your 5 A That, along with comseling at that point in time

§ chdldem? ¢ that T met with a counselor in the late winter, early

v A& 1 also believe it has affected my relatdenship with 1 gprigy early sumer of 2008.

g . oy children, and { will guantify that o little bit t 0 This counseling that you just desuribed, would you

4 Further along with wy wife, In tewms of how T cove 9 congider that o ke aledil commeling or more

16 across at ties In verms of being angry or baving 3 genazalized counseling?

1 litte things bother ne, Blesisg up at ives, those 1t A T wuld consider that to be more generalized

® o type of eoents. 17 oousseling.

13 9 Do you feel you have anger-mansgwent lasues that you i3 0 Dig any of this counseling have snything to do with

1 selate to vhat happersd between you and b, Fran? M vhat apmel hetween you and Br, Fean Xosfgen?

15 B 1 don't any longar, mo. 3% & 7 did-discuss the abuse with a cowselor at thet

16 ¢ Dot at sore poiot An time, did you Feel that yon had 16 point in time; yes.

31 such anger-endgement dssues related to whal happened 11§ So-that would be a tird parson dn additicn to your

18 between you and Fr. Fran? 1 wife and your attorssy vhat yeove discussed vhat

19 & I balieve so, yes. 1 hoppensd betieen you and Fr. Fran; zignt?

20§ hen ves it that you beliswe you vere able to resolve 20 & That is correcw, yes,

¢l thoss anger-winagement 1ssues? 71 0 Do you know i in the 19808 eounseling the sublett of

22 A Ater I went through tzeatwent for aleoholisn back in 2 wast happessd between you nd Fr. Fran cans up?

13 184 23 & 1 do pot belisge it did, w,

7 O Ohay. Thehsoonds Like @ second tpestuant for -2¢ ) Then in 1990, that comseling in New Ulm, do you

25 alocholis is that correny? . 25 think vhat hegpened bebeen you and ¥r. Fran came up? 15

1 A That is corpect, 1 B Ido oot believe so. 1 don't believe T brought it wp

2 © Bo the Firsf one thet I've got woted 1s sppetuinersly 7 at that point,

3 week dn the 1980s; 1s thet might? 3 Q Do you Xoow, as you sit hete today, vhy you would not

4 3 that s conzett. . ¢ ‘have brongit that up in 1980 or 1990%

5 @ hnd then wou had another ore in 199); is that right? 5 A Ican't answer that guestion, 1 don't know.

& & 'Mat 15 correct. § Q0 Okay. ‘the Confidantial for Hediation Use Only

7 Q ¥Was that also at the S, Clood Bospital? 1 statement that your attomeys have provided us

8 & ‘that wes not, That was lovated at the Hew Ulm 18 ooncludes with 2 peragragh called "Noteworthy,” and

9 Rospital down in New Ulm, Mingesota, 9 it =ays thim states that he haw a Bible from

9 ¢ New long a period ~ ves there any inpatient on that? 1 ¥r. Hoefgen vith an inscription-to him. Fr. Hoefgen
1% Thatwasan outpatient treatment program; and T 11 aduits o heving sexual contact with-another troubled: -

12 bzlewe, 1f 1 sewear correctly, T wEs 3 seven-week 12 rale in the John KKK, Toe verpus Pr. Hoefgen

13 or nine-week prxgran. 13 matter,” Is that roughly atpurate?

3 ¢ RM right. - Did youshave ~- have you had any other 4% “That inscripbion 15 ot in The Bible, Thée'sa

15 commssling treatwents sinee 19907 15 iescription in The Bible in temts of that it's frow

16 & 1 hawe not, {6 ¥r, Fran and it has g date in it, bot 1 don't recall

17 {0 oy, Bas the 1980 treatwent in New Ulm effective? 11 uhat the date of it 4y at Hds point,

1 & Abaclutely, Yes, it was. 1 0 3o there is an inscriptios; It's got a dale, but

15 0 Okay. T think it says in the — amd T already read 19 it's mot directed to you, I3 that vhat yor'rs

2% this ~ you fepl that vou had 2 relapse in 2008 bt W sayim?

71 lave renained sober since that time; is thab correct? 27 K Bo. It is divected — it's 3 — 1 beldeve It says,

2 & Thet is cormect. 2 "Werry Christres® or sonething, Amd 1 don't

73 ¢ How Jong 8 peried of relapse did you suffer? 1 specifically recall what the dnscription says, hut

M A Foom appropimataly Pehyuaxy or Maxch of 2008 anbil 2 it's from Fr, Fran, sigoed by himy and it has the

2 Februry or March of 2008, 25 date dnside the cover, "
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CONFDENTAL

1 Q Okay. ‘Recegmizing sthat wedon't have The Bible here, 1 ym some questions, Jemay haveseorsiolloeup and,
2 do yeu koov zoughly shen 1t w35 yousweuld have gutten 2 of oouree, 1f Hr: Noaker wants 47aBk-you Hora
3 that Bible? 3 cuostions, ha-cas, -althoxh he camtalk:ts o any
+ B 1 palieve it was in 1986, ¢ thm be wants; so oftentines, be'lljmt'doﬂ\atm
5 0 1'mgoing to-goback. “There's amma;rpomtlwanted 3 private,
§  to clarify io the stabewent that ymr attorneys have § Iﬂnnkymfatmatyw‘wtoldm
1 fupished to us. The dast sentence in the section v already. It there any-quesrion yousantad to ask 1
8 titded "Mbowe” zeads as Tollows -~ and T think 4e've §  or even mure diportantly, 15 theresamy question that
9 already covered this, dmt T amnt to make sure T 3 you think Trshould<wee asked'and you're wardéring
70 usderstand it Tt says, "This heppersd nmerom 10wy I didn't that you thinksould give us 2 fair
U tloesutfl  wvamiablecto go back home, b shich 11 uvsderstanding of your sitiation as it relates to vhat
12 point tire the seual abuse stoppud.” 12 bappesed betwesn yoo aud Fr, Fran? Any amess 1
hk] Ti-point of fact, it somds 1ike #he Sexal 1 missed?
14 abuse actually vonkinend after you went hoge-and gnly b T, WEMESS:  You dnow ¥ appresiate you
15 shopped when Frodoeloon wms sent off for treipenty 15 bringlsy that wp and asking that, Me. Foed, but =t
1% isthat right 36 this polnt, T don't Hhinkithere's anyrhing-sdditional
17 & I would agreeswith that, yes. 3 that I could providedin ey of whetsyon e taledady
28 O Okay. MNow, haswitiat hwppened befweensyou and 1 ashed, ’
19 Fr. Hoefgen interfpred with your slility to vork-ever 13 MR OERD: Chay. and I've told Thds to
I the years? A other peppbedrryour situation:t “Srentived dfter An
2R T dm't kmews spmiﬁaally.hm “to.apewer that, T 2 event like this you do think of smemng, ekl
2 vould eay it hashadsors affect wony Suilityto 1 waider wat canyomb“&&x‘:‘t:tt ity
23 olda i, 2 peffectly apgropricte to'tdlkto yollt attormey shaut
24§ Bave you had diffioulty bolding jebs over the years? # i, of course, and betweenthe bwooT you decdile
25 A Yes, n 25 whether you semt to have him send vs.-‘gomthing that "
1 Q Okey. Do you hevesny estimate that wouldn't be & 3 poinks ont an adiitionad polnt we didn't cover, so
2 yuess a8 towhat sort of Jucane loss you wey bave 2 4ust =0 you — Towonsupderstand fiut?
3 suffered ovex $heyears because of your fnsbility to 3 TEWNBsS: 1 do, yes.
4 bhelda job thit you attribute to what happened 14 bR, PORD: Okay. Thank you, That's all T
5 between youand Fr, ¥em? 5 have.
§ 4 I wadén't be able to smswer thatat this polst, X ] THE WITHESS: ‘Thank vou.
k ton't know, wt 1 MR, STICR: Ahis s Feb
8 Q Do you have any idiasstosdistroost youmayshave ¢ Stich, I've got a couple of questions, Some of it
9 incurred over the years for coungeliny of-one:mory or ¢ 15 sort of Tollow-up.
10 the other that you think is reiated to what happoaed i RNTRTIN
LI bt yoarans B 111 ByMoo-Btidn-
12!11xmidm‘remmwhatﬂmmmy,mmrd. 12 O Vo, the Teference here s being placad in foster
1 I don't kmow. 13 care, Where did you live before you wexe placed in
14 G Gkey. Uid yowaverdwep.a. dlary oris Jolmal that i foster care?
1 mldralamtosdmthmmbewmnwumﬁ 15 A T lived withmy parents.
16 Fr. Eran? 16 0 %ere did they live?
17 AT el mk 17 A Toey Lived in ~ at the tive, they Llved in Richwsd,
B Q Do you curreptly atbesd chreh? 18 Minnesola,
19 A Xdo. 19 Q Bud did you belong to-a ‘perish in Risteen?
20 Q Was thers sver & period when because of shat happensd 20 A Yes, 1.dld
¥ between youand Pr. Pran you stopped atbending chirch 21 0 Okay. hud dig you.and wour fanily go to chureh 2t
2 oo oa reqular basisy 722 that pacish in Fdehesd?
23 A 1did oot Y've alyays qttmmdma, 283 3 Wedid, yes,
4 MR, FORD: Olay. Well; I think that covers 24 O Now, acoording to the dates that'T have here, you
2% it. The way this process works is Mz, Stich will ask " 25 were about 17, it looka Like, when youwere placed-dn 9
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when you were placed into foster

1 foster care. 1 @ St you were
2 h That is corvect. 2 care, Vhere was the foster care? Wnere were you mt
3 Q Woat were the clvounstances? #hat do you recall of 1 into foster care?
¢ that? X 4 & In Cold Spring, Minnesota.
5 & Tre circumstances were specificatly centered ard s 0 With vham?
¢ circled avond my suieide stbenpt in Roveder of 6 A The individual's name was
718, 1 I pelieve,
g Q0 Okay. o1 have this right: You said that there was 8 0 What was the first name?
g one suicide atbempt in Ruqust? 9 A
Wk That is corzect, w0 .
1 0 Ard then another — and then two in Nowesdier of ‘767 11 & That is correct.
12 & That is cormect. 12 0 Oxay. hod iz int
13 ¢ Andwes it after ane of the ones in Fovseber that you 13 right?
14 went in to foster care? 14 & That is correct.
15 b That is coreect, 15 @ So when you were Living in Richwond, you were
16 0 Rfter wnich on2? 15 attending scheol in
17 & 1t would have been after the third sulcide atteml. 17 & That ds correct,
18 @ Bftar the thind. Chay. 16 ¢ Then you moved in — what was your first contact,
19 & My By and parents apd friemds, no one was avare 19 then, with Fran Howigen?
20 of the previoss two suicide attempts. ' 20 B T don't recall. It would have been at the parish at
21 0 Okay. Bub they beceme aware of the third attempt. 31 St. Boniface parish, but T.don't recall the initial
22 B They wodd have been because ) 2 first mestivg. -
21 % g Phat were you dolng st thie parish ay Sk Bondface?
34 Q Okay. What was the reacon for rhe suicide atbenpt? 24 A Attending church and I was also a member of the youth
25 A You know, Yooking back was because —- centered avound 5 25 ghoir, »
]
1 depression and doug use. 1D Okay. Aud you stbeagid cmrch. DA yoo attend youth
2 @ Do you recall what you were depressed about? 2 grawp there?
3 b Brobably the dnyg use at that point, 3 A Tt vas net 2 youth gowp, It vas the youth chedr,
{ {0 Okay, 4 0 Olay., And it wms in that context that you mme into
5 & You knw, Tdon't mesn Uo somd cavalier and laugh §  contact with Fr, Hosigaw?
£ about it, but that's redlly T'm suwe what it was ¢ A That is correct.
T mostly centerad around. 7 0 Okay.
2 ¢ Yean. Yhey sort of go mand in hand often. When did 9 A Twant to clarify, Me. stich. I con't rerall il it
5 you start using dgs? 5 was in the mmmer or fall or spedng ov swmer of 1974
10 A I would assume when I was in -~ J started drinking 10 or 1580, It was smetime in that time frame.
LT nheEd e T s 15 A Staved st{RING O iihg 1D A e st vane £ eonfant with hinl
12 diugs probably sien T ves sixteen-and-a-half, 12 & That is correct.
13 0 Okay. 2od at that time vhere wire you sttending 13 Q Spring or wmeer or fall of '79, Now, by the fall of
44 school? : W'D well, bhen did you yoback home?
15 A T wes attending schood at 15 & During the summer of 1479
16 15 0 Okay. 86 if your first confact was in the summer of
17 @ Okay. Were you using alcohol and dougs with other 17 fall of '79, were you living hack at heme; or were
19 people? Imean, were there a group of you or friends 1 you still living in Cold Spring?
18 who wsed aledhol and deugs, dlso? 19 A T can't answer that question specifically, Idan't
20 & It was, yes, 22 rmecall if it was before I mowed houe or ool
21 § And were they other gtudents at 20 (0 After you moved home, did you remain in the youth
2 A They were, yes. @ choix?
13 Q 2nd sp after the third suicide attespt —- vhat year 23 & 1 did.
@ were you io high school in 24 @ Ckay. Can you tell us anything abont the first
25 A I wvas 2% intident of this masturbation with Fran Jpefgen? You 2

26
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kaow, hows itmcame aboutsor anything you recallabout
ity the first Incident?~

It wonld have been ~ 1 doo't spaelfically recall the
Tiest instance, other than it oocurred.ab De rectory
or the reidence where both Fr. Fran and Fr. Brerman
were Living. You know, itweuld have-oourred after
1 hed wet ard had Jmown bim for a peried of time. It
dide't cocur or didn't happen in a relabively ebort
perind of time after we hed met.

(hay, Now, Bremnan wag ~ he was the pastor gt that
time; right?

¥, Brernan vas bispastor and T believe Fr. Fran sms
the asaociate pastor,

Okay. At that time shere was the - vhere sere they
Living? .

At the residence: or the rectogy for St. Doniface
Chuech dn Cald Spring.

freve was that locatesd?

It was pight ecress the street from the chupch,

Ghay. 15 thab-theduiidinh what Eatmerly had been
the convent?

T doa't knowthat of o, It's a hoge yranite
batlding Kty comer to St Beaifsce Chureh; hut I

- W ke e

13

14
13
18

18
13
P ]
2

7

g

13 3

2

11 A

¢

2
Q

B

you have any peowwsnt injucy or praslem fran that

suicide Attenpr?

T hava 4o teomanest effects from that-event in
Tegamds 1

Okay. -

Other than the scarring, the scar tissue.

You've got a schr,  How, the — o you zecall when
¥, toefoen gave you'The fible? Pould Jt be
conbaparanecns with the date in The Blble?

T quess T don't understand «at you mean by
egrtemriraneous, ¢

You szid there's a date in The bidble,

There is. )

¥y questdion in: Would ‘that have been a date — &
dare in or aroond the tie that he actually gave it
to you?

Yes,

Or en the day that ke gave it to you or the week that
be gave it to you?

Yes, .

Okay, Do you reeall any:citowsistanmes Jeading to him
giving you-a Sible?

On & Trisieiiy bigls, T'n dsspping; HRoans 1 sus

don't krow if 3% wes Tomerdy 3 Sontmed or ot 24 part of the-youth cholr, somethingalong those lines,
Okay, The big propite building, Lot of roces? 2 25 ¢ Do you recall nim yiviny Bibleg to othar pereons? »
1ot of oo, 1 % That I do not zecall.

A you — it says something hare about counseling, 2 G Were you still coumscking when — or still sesing
What sork. of comseling were you baving with fioefgen? 3 Tr, Doefgen when Mel Taylor becems the pastor?

1 believe the vounseldng centered around me belfy 4 3 Tidon't recall that,

watched dn tarms of wy Cepressive state becayse T bad 5 0 Ckay. ¥ow, these incidents that are desuribed here
sttarpten suiwide, And the comseling besically 5 of the mashudabion, dichal) of those instances take
centered aromd getting together and meeting and 7 place in-the Tesidesos — in the priest's esidencs?
talking, I dontt specifically recall how 1o answer 4 A That is coprect.-

yoir questisn inzore. detail, ot that's what it wés 3 0 The one that you desaribed —

centerad around, P 19 b Ihat's correst,

Oy, W, wen 1€ rore pyctialoagical Bometlizyor - T PR iy il bl bdingd

cowneeling about cewch matters or 17 A That is corprect.

Ho. It vasn't abowt — T don't belisve it vas about 11§ And this went on over-s period of e many yeazs?
ity sswhnlondeally or chucthmabies, 14 we 1§ A It went on for a peried of a couple of years,

more of a meeting one On ong, get fo know vou, 160 Mow T take 4t thar you crsbmtad dre RGN G
Exiership-tyon cosmeaiing. Just tokeep & banyeler 1% wat? Probably the

on o T vas Juterms of whore Toms inny Life 11 3 Tt s oorrest.

Tecame 1 had abtegted sulcide 18 0 Bt did you do.after you grasated fremigh school?
Ohay. Now, this suicide, were you hospitalized? 15 A Actuslly, went fo aork for 2 gentlemsn in-Cold Spring
1 vas. 20 by the nama of

Where? 2

Mt the St, Clégd Hospital. 2 ,

How Jong were you in the hospital? 21 @ And I take it that the seetings seith Fran Hoefgen
I'believe for a périod of gix to seven weeks, 2 coptimed -

Chviously, you survived, Me-know that mxch, But do a0 25 B It did, 2
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1 @ — while you were dnployed and also going to scheol 1 about?

2 ak the 2-h 1 would agree with what yoo said in tems of the
3 3 The meetings contimusd; but again, I need to clarify. 3 insplration plece, and that I had survived my
¢ Idm't recall if it was that fall or spring or 4 attenpt.,

5 mmmer of 1980, It was semetizs in that tlme frams. 5 O You had survived, You were able to move oh, and sort
§ 0 Youmesn the first one — & of encouraging cther pecple to do the same?

7 A That is correct, 7 A That is correct.

§ Q --the first incident. 8 0 Did you atterd more then one of these rotreats?

9 A Or the fixst — ever the first mectings with 9 A That I do not recall.

10 Er. Fram. That is cerrect. 10 0 Ckay. In the priest's residence, do you recall where

11 Q Might have been the spring or fall of 1980; is that 11 these incidents took place?

12 correct? 12 A In¥r, Pran's study or his office.

13 & It could have besn, I .lelieys:the inccription in The 13 @ 'There's mention bere on this shest of paper that was

14 Bible was from 1980, but T can look that up tomight 14 given to us that Fr. Heeffen admits to having sexual

15 and clarify that with ny attamey. 15 oomtact with acother tréubled male. Are you aware of

36 0 Yeah, Wby don't you do that ard give that 15 Fr. Hesfgen having sexual contact with anyone other

17 dinfommtios to your atiowsey, and be would probably 17 than you?

10 pass that oo to us, 38 A 1 have oo personal ¥pumifedye of that, no.

18 Did yon ever mest with Hoefyen when there 19 0 Ckay, You know that now because stusmone has sald

20 were any other pecole at the meeting? 0 that

21 A HNo, just myself. 21 A I know that now because ~- that is correct, yes.

22 § Just the two of you? 22 Q But you didn't have any mowiedge of that at the

23 & That J mcall, yes. 23 twme?

24 0 Did he have soe Swolvenest with youth cholr? 24 X I didmot,

25 A I do't know AF be had specific inwivesent other . 25 0 Or did you ever— prior to contacting your attorney, 5
U than the fact that be was the asscciate pastor and 1 did you ever learn — do you know of anybody else who
2 was part of the cosgregation for the parish in tems 2 ever had any cosplzinty about Fr. Hosfgen?

3 of the leadseship position that he hedd, 3 A The only koowledge that T had at that point in tine
4 Q Ckdy. Do you recall attemiing a retreat at 4 s uhat T hed stated earlier that he was removed
5 3. Boniface? 5 fromthe parish and sent cat to — T believe it was
6 X Ido §  smeplace out in Maryland.
7 Q0 And yeu gave onz of the talks at the zetreat; do you 7 Q Do you recall when that was?
8 recall that? 8 A I'mwanting to recall, I'p thinking it wes in 1982,
9 A Ido 9 1483, .
10 Q Do.you recall what year thak was? 10 0 And were your meetings with him and these seasions
"0 BTTENYE Y et to say — I wail To aky the Sprig T TP v e L contin YTl 0 ol et

12 of ~— Jate winter or early spring of 1979, but I 12 left?

15 don't specifically recall. I do recall the retreat, 13 R Idon't recall that, I don't know.

Y Bl e’y cecall the dat, ‘ ; 3¢ 0 Do -you secell how you eammed that he'left or vas

15 0 Oiay. It wes either that — either "9 or '807 15 leaving the parish? :

16 & I'm thinking somewhere in that tine frams, yes. 16 3 Be had been removed from the parish. #nd T don't
170 This was a retreat for youny people? 17 went to say it was a rumor, but that he had been sent
18 A It yas, yes. 16 out to this facility out in Meryland, and that's
19 § Do you recall how it came aboot that yob gave one of ‘19 really as much a¢ I Tecall. You kmow, 1 recall
20 the talks at the retreat? ) 20 actually calling him-and contacting — trying to

2t A I think it centered aroind ny swrvival from my 21 contact him at that facility,

72 swicide attemt, 22 0 Ckay, Did you ever get a hold of him?

23 Q Okay. 3nd you were — it vas smme — you were 22 A 1 did not,

24 talking to them about how you stcvived or trying to 2¢ O What wes your parpose for trying to contact him?

25 inspire people or what? Do you zecall what that was ” 25 B T believe at that polnt in time was. becawse he had .
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Elizabeth A Seton Parish in-Bastings, tinnesckn,

been my mentor, and T omeidered hin & friend, 1

Di you ever consicer st youwere coingwith ¥ and dn I belleve thexbummed 6041992, oy

Noefen a3 soaething-thativas dwirong?: 3 wifeand I and cur thi Idrenat wthat hine drove

I djd, yes, that it was wvng and ddppropriate, 4 ower to Bastings and met Pr. Franthere after eme of

But you contimd dolng it? 5 the masses.

It conbinued to heppen, T dm't think T can sy I § 0 Okmy. This vas a social visit?

continged dofng it, It ovatissssd to voour, Y h Tewes & seclal wislt, but it was also a vislt to

AL1 right. Did yosever talk to him abmt i, aboot ¢ show him that I wes a nomsl map, asd T had a wife

your feekings aboot What you vere doing? g and Kids,

Mot specifically, wo. Yewer — if you're asking me, 10 tkay. You vanted him Io meet your fmlly, your wife

did T evey confront him sboat 87 Wb, I did not. 11 and family?

Or did he ever ask you about 17 12 & That is oorrest.

T dn't Leldpyeche tid, 13 ) Tals sas a vordial pesting, s 102

R right, oTrssaysiere — 1 think it said that yod 14 A& It was a cordial mesting.ap to where I mmally felt as

bagically wetineduntil he leff toqo it east or 15 if — I'1 leaw it ot thet, It sms a-vordial

s sent uf-there, Do T have that right? 16 meeting, yeu

Yes. Yes, 17 0 AL right. s this before-or after you had told

T'm Just checking my notes here. 1 your wife aboxt your ingidents with Tren?

You koow, I considered him-the parish priest andmy 19 A Xt would huve:been wight-aroud. the sae tine- pexiod:

spiritual advisor. 26 0 Okay. Have you -~ did yod“conbinueany’omtact with

Okay, Rad themd take 3t that after the — Ithink 2 Yim by phone, ewall, cants, letters?

you zaltl sseen-ientls, Yo mvedheck e with your 22 A T have som edmil correspondence with hin wwal)

parens? 23 vhen be sof the guest-plstol at St. Jow's, a1

Yesh. I gon't know the specdfic time frame. It was 2 helleve the soail eorrsiponine actually — 1tame

a8 six- to sighit-wenth tire frame vhen T wms in foster 5 25 exbremisly intemdtient, but I beliove the last time ]

care and when T had miowed back home to Live withmy 1 it pecusred sas dn 2005 after the birth of our

folks. 7 child,

Ckay, Aud J-take it that by that tive bad you 2 0 Ohay. Were do you Hiwerrew?

discontinued the use of .alogh] and drugs, o sexe ik TIn ¥nnescta:

you atill uaing? § 0 Ckay. Zzg you work in

¥ wes still using. § A I,

Did that have — were you using aloohol and trugs 7§ Phat's quites haul, isu't 427

with Fran? 8 A

T was not. 9 ¢ Poughly.

Did he evar pwnde moy-alochol to you? oA Yes

% ddmot, Wog Gy, Beb's wrking out-for you,dsudt? oo

Or any drgs? 13 A Verymch so. Yes,

e did rat. 13 WSO Olay, Good, AL mighb. I

¥em Uage oocanivns whisre yeu bad used aleoho] or 1§ think-thet's all the questions T have mignt oo, I

drngs hefore eeting with him? 1 zppreciate you taking fhe-time o talk Yo s At

e, B 1§ this, It's helpful-forzail oftaw, dor us amddor

Since the time-that he Jeft, he vss sent oub east, 17 wour attormey. Thank you,

have you had any pontact.with Fran Beefgen? i THE WITHESS:  Thank you.

On ooe ocoasion, yes, 1 MR, FORD: Mr, this ig Mike Ford

Ard when vms that? What was that .all abent? #  agalo. I justhave ae.

That would have bean in — my family-and T were 21 FIRTHER B{RMIDATION

ldving In Hinmessta, W swersoved towur 7 By Mr. Ford:

crrent regidence in Minnesota, ! — and 23 0 T don't koow if this ds 2 follow-ipiquestion or a

T don't recall how T Jearned this, but T leamed that M question 1 forgot to a5k, tut hawe you thiught about
25 and do you koow what yowwant to accsplishwlth this

hw w3 the priest or the pastor.at &t A — %

40
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CONFIDENTi
then talked to Fr. Fran about it? L‘U L

1 mediation? 1
2 A N5, Iguese Y haven't, I haven't zeally mwch thought 2 A %o, de did net.
3 abcut. vhat the outese s, I thought T would be 3 0 Ckay. 8o it's just 2 aihwtion where ¥Fr. Bremuan
¢ nervous todey and that I waddn't sleep Jast night, 4 yalked in, saw vhat the two of you were ching. Was
5  Yhat didn't cocar. That didn't happen. Ang I don't 5 it cleat From whdt you were doing ard his vantage
5 have any hopes or expectations In tems of the ¢  point that he had to know that you were enguged in
1 wedistion ab this point. 7 potual masturbation at. that point?
g § Oy, Usually going into a medfaticn ke tis 4R Yes.
& people in your position may have — and you'll 3 @ A theo Fr, Kiersn Holan, yow made 2 report to him
30 prebably talk to your aktomeys sove about this - w0 while you were going throogh this process with
1. but feve a combinaticn of edther mooebary and 13 8t. John's to detemine whether you could join the
17 noownetary things or cpe ox the other. 12 Ehbey?
13 . Unen T say Pronetary, money, thal means 13 3 'hat is correct,
14 worsy. Rod sormenetary eans smetines people wank 16§ Do you hnow vhen that prosess was that you were
15 toget a chance to geb fome validation for their % oomsidering foining the Apbey? What yeaxs that was?
18 feelings or vhat happeoed to them  So anyway, that's 16 A Twant to sgy 3t was 1n the 1982 to 1984 Lime frame,
1Y viat I'n talking about — take the mystery out of 17 0 Okay, hnd how long a process was that? Was it a
1B if — is jest trying to find o i you've given that 1 cage of oneeeting of did it go on for weeks ox
19 any thought. Sounds like you aud yowr attorneys il 18 monthe?
20 be telking about that Sarther, 20 & It went on for ronths, T had sumercas weebings at
21 A Rl T do vant to answer coe of yorr ouestions a 2t that point with Fr. ¥ieran Nolan, 2w, also, opat
22 littde bit furthey in clarity. You had asked if 22 least ope and Ihelisws Tvo occasions, spenk a might
23 there vere any adiitiomsl thiegs 1'd Mke to acd, 1 2% or a weekond at the monastery at St Jowm's.
o did indicate T went through a process of welking soms 2 Q Corionsly you dide't join the Abbey. Can you share
25 notes, Fr. Bremnan cid walk in on ug onee - “ 75 withous vhy that is? o
1 MR, STICH: Okay. 1 B Because I mst the wost wonderful, besetifil weman in
7 A -~ vhen this was-oloorring.  Mso, when 1 wes baing ! the world,
3 yethed, for lack of a better ward, to join the 10 Okay. S0 your interest jo-the joining the Mibey
i noesstery at 8t goho's, the epiritual director or 5 thanged because of the relatichship with your wife?
5 the director of wsitions there was a priest by the 5 & That is correct.
¢ name of Fr, Kleran Molan, amd I did report the 5 G Dkay. It wase't a case where the Shbey burned you
7 pomack to him ay well. T dea? .
§ MR, STICH: Okay. § A To, ot at all, '
§ By Mr. Yord: 9 { Ckay., Bnd then when you discossed this with
10 0 Okay. let's go back ovey that a little hit, @nen 10 Fr. Klersn Nolan, hov long of & commrsabion wes
10 Fr. Brewen walisd 36 ob you, wae that - how fer no g
12 into the — to the zelstiomship with Fr. Frab was 12 A 1 don't recall specifically. I'msure it was
13 that? Vas that in the beginning, the middle, the 13 extrensly brief, but I don't rscall off the tup of my
R - ) o . ' 14 -head, : ; :
15 A That T do net recali. 18 @ Do you hate any recollection what respomse, if ang,
36 O Okay. Vat, if anything, did fr. Brewsn 38y when he 16 you got fras Fr. Klersn on thst?
17 velked in oo the tio of you? 17 & Idop't recall that either,
18 & I'masswwing at the point it was oonplete 1# O [hd Fr. Kleran ever oame back to you to discuss ity
19 enbsrressnent and tuoied around and velked out 19 or did 3t just ceour that one time?
20 0 I take it, then, from what you're telling us that 20 b It was just op that ohe oocasion,
4 Fr. Brosnan never came to you and talked to you about 21 Q Oy, Do you recall st it was you told Pr. Kieran?
27 22 & That there had been sexual contact between Fr. Fran
23 A Be did not, % aodopself. And T do recall in joining the Order,
24 Q Jhod you don't have -~ T'm asuming, them, that 2¢  you join the Ordar and are to becams what's called a
25 Fr, Fran pever fenticoed to you that Fr. Brennan had 42 o mwitiate. Aod samevhere in that time frame, I wes Ny

0SB HOEFGEN 00386



45

1% close to beotiny £o Join the Crder 2nd Fr, Kieren 1 both. ;

7 had asked g2 to wait a year. 2 MR FORDD That's all I'we gob as all.

3 Q0 lud wes it duming :fhat areyrarsait that you 3 Pat, it fhere snyiling youswant to agd?

1 developad & mlat;wnship writh the womanthat beocame { VR, WIGER: Mo, I appreciate it. I you
5 your wife? 5 don't wind, and T soutd Like to.stay on the line
§ A Ho. Tat would have ooturred after that. 5 and talk just for a misute after you guys getb off,

1 0 Okay, SoTr. Eierap asked you to wail a yeat. Rad i MR, ORD: Okay,

§ at the end of that year, what happenai? § MR, STHH. #e')l hang up. Thanks.

9 & I hed ot that pointimovs! onand had aleeady chamed g THE SITNESS:  Thank you, gentlesen.

1 my mind in tems of joining the Order, H MA. WORD: Yep. Thankwyou.

11 Q fhay. %o even before imesting yoor-wife, you denided 1

12 that jeining ths Order was not smithing that you 12 {EREURCH, the dnterview uas vencluded at

13 were Interested in doing? 1B 27 pa)

1¢ B It vee in that wemchine frame, L

15 Q Okay, Do you hava-aeorilsatins of getiing backto 1

16 Pr. Kieran afterthe péir gnd telling himthat you i

7 were no Jonger Juterbstedirn sioluing the (zder? v

15 R That T do met wegdlls 1

b ¥R, FORD: Okay. That's ail the quesbions 1

0 I'we got on-thab, Thank yousvery mah. Mr. Stichomy a

2 or Ty mob bEve.a Lev. 24

) MR 5TH M Lels see: 2

L3 i nbarin #

7% By bir. Stich: L

25 @ Do you have any réonllection of whal year that might 2 o
1 have heen sihen you sey Brennaz walked o on you? f c&m@&?&w
¥ A Tdm't. Itwcald have been betwesn 1381 aw] 1883, 2 Fe T KON THRE, T ook the foraing
10 Okzy, Tubmothingwas-ever said:by you to Brennan or 4 mpﬁch FaRAGnY ¢ Hotine and
¢ Breman to you about that? ¢
5 & fhat i concect. : oy, 1 owhn dhen andd Share & sobioy plle
11 M, STIeH: Oy, L think that's all the % in and Ras siw Duayy of Hbdeing, Shace nf Wumesotas
7 questions I bave, ! TR, T cgoupolon The pover of Tt office
§ {0 Cb, 1wz going o agk you — soetdnes din some ¥ in teklng sald inleveisw
! gitmtions pergoes dn.your Position vent o — ’ T, T b nediBar atddssye e seisand doz,
10 ackually sant to.confront mepe.xson that they Te W ror pelaced woor ﬁégﬁ by uiy a;mnz@: £
B zcousivg or recelve ah apdlidy, & T I st e s e 8 *ﬁlmi’v;‘g o:mcgﬁ &sz;tgngk
1z wwthing 1is that dn your mind of ﬁu!ethm I‘ha““ 17 Hipans ;my intozestod An-thin Aomion

13 might be helpful to you in resolving these 1ssues? 4 p— lﬁ,ﬁf‘“’é@m’:’f&z’& tg@n mﬁgm
R Tou kney,_sgreainly do not anticipate nor do T want I ey “"“‘ﬁ“’;ggﬁ y&iﬁg@e sl fresest

15 to huwe a fonfronbationswith Fr, Fran; but cervainly w s T 20 SER o Tt ey of
16 anapelogy T badieve wild be incorder. Yes B Jamery, 201N

17 ¢ Okay, Since you don't want to Jewe a confrontation, 17

15 how vould vou Like 4o have anapology’ By Jetber? 1

18 By email or jnst oonveyed fram Fran through sousbody 14 Ii-;gm Ha;ﬁ-?mﬁmia L s

% clse such as we? 20

21 A 1 believe o written spology mnldhn a;;m;u,am L8

4 MR, STIGHY Ukav: - Allspight, {fimiskess 2

23 note of that, Iuthink that's all T have zight now 3

24 Agein, thanke Tor.yonr time. i

25 THRFITHESS:  You'resmleome. Thank you 4 "
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Marital Status: Married
Children:

Age:
Occupation: Unemployed
Perp: Fr. Franols Hoefgen

Period of Abuse: 1978

Location of Abuse: Parish residence at 81, Boniface’s

Summary: Fr. Hoefgen sexually abused on several «oﬁﬁ%’hs i
him efter a sulcide attempt. &
| il N

3. ABUSE: -
was pla;;ed in foster care and was segifig L’ 2 inr merapy in 1978 efter & siicide
attempt.  During thess counseling sessionSgr. s Srguld masturbate rend have
3 vas able to go back home dt which

masturbate him. This happened samgious &
point the sexual abuse stopped. o i

3. INJURY/DAMAGES: , ’% g,
suffers from dﬁ;ﬁmd %ﬂfﬁeﬂ suicide on 2 more opeasions after the sexusal
abuse by Fr. Hoefy ‘ms taled) antj-depressants on and off for the past 30 years. is
an alcoholle and }ms 30 years. He was sober for a number of years before
retupsmg m@ﬁ%ia mud sober sifice that time.

A
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

April 7,2011

M.

c/o Mr. Jeffrey Anderson

Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A.
366 Jackson Street, Suite 100
Saint Paul, MN 53101

Dear”

1 am wreiting you to formally apologize to you for any harm that came to
you as a young man in Saint Boniface Parish in Cold Spring, especially in your
relationship with Father Fran Hogfeen, OSB, who was associats pastor.

Representing Saint John’s Abbey, I apologize for his wrongdoing at 2 very
vulnerable time in your life, and pledge my determination to assure that
appropriate boundaries between members of this monastic community and other
persons are never violated again,

1 hope that now that you have named the pain, recognized it, and

confronted it, and gone through the settlement process that yon will begin to know
- the-healing you lengfor, though the process will smely continug for many years.

Sincerely,

ot John Klassen, 0SB

Office of the Abbor
Box 2015 - Gollegeville MN 56321-2015 . 320-363-2546 « www.saintjohnsabbey.org
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SAINT JOHN'S
* ABREY

May 11, 2011

Fran Hoefgen

Desr Fran:

Greetings and Baster blessings! 1know that the recent publicity regarding sexual abuse
st be difficult for you as it is for all of us. I saw the awful WCCO report and I cannot imagine
how dreadful this has been for you, Iwant you to know that I hald you in prayer.

You have forwarded to me a petition for a continuation of exclaustiation. Per our
conversation last spring, T was ready to move in that direction. However, after much preyerful
consideration, I cannot recommend this to the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
and Societies of Apostohc Life. I have not forwarded your petition, However, if you wish me to
do so, I will convey it as is my obligation. But I will have to write a letter opposing that it be
granted. Because of my recommendation and the issue of sexual abuse, it is my understanding

that it will not be granted.

If you do not wish to return to the monastery, you may make a simple petition for
dispensation from your obligations as a priest and your monastic pmfassmn The petition is
simple and the process does not require a lengthy process since it is granted by the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith which has competence in cases of sexual abuse of minors,

I understand that one of your concerns is health coverage. If you are dispensad and no
_longer a member of the monastery, then you will not be eligible for health coverage under the
Abbey’s policy. Therefore, if you receive a dispensation, the Abbey will give youa gift” = ™
(therefore not taxable) of $30,000 to assist you with payments for health coverage.

fyowdo not- wishrte-petition-for-dispensation-but-wish-ta-petition-for-an-extension-of—

exclaustration, I will forward your petition but with a negative recommendation. If your petition
is denied, I will then begin the process of dismissal from the monastery, This will result in your
dispensation from your mouastic profession and the continuing suspension of your exexcise of
priesthood. If you are dismissed you will no longer be eligible for health insurance from the
Abbey and the above offer of assistance will not apply

I ask that you let me know by June 1 of your decision. IfI have not heard from you by
this date, I will begin the process of dismissal,

Office of the Abbor
Box 2015 + Collegeville MN 56321-2015 + 320-363-2546 « www.saintjohnsabbey.ocg

OSB HOEFGEN_00400



Fran, this has been a difficult letter for me to write. However, T write it with your interest
in mind. It is necessary for you to move into the future. I wartt to do this positively, not
negatively with a dismissal. I am concerned about your health care needs.

Sincerely in the Risen Christ,

lassen, OSB

Abbot Johu

Enclosure:  Petition for Reduction to the Lay State

OSB HOEFGEN 00401



May 27, 2011

His Holiness Pape Benedict XV1
Vatican City, Burope

Your Holiness,

May I respectfully submit herewith my formal request to be dispensed from all
the obligations attached to the Sacred Orders and religious profession and to return

definitively to lay status.

1. Curricylum Vitae:
Francis Frederick Hoefgen,
Phone:
Birth: 08/29/1950 in Menominee Mmh]gan to. Hoefgen
Siblings: 8 Brothers, 3 Sisters
Salvatotian Seminary 1964-1968
Saint John’s University Collegeville, Minnesota 1968-1972 BA
Novitiate Saint John's Abbey 1972-1973
First profession July 11, 1873
Final profession July 11, 1976 -
Saint John’s School of Theology 1976-1979 M.Div.
Ordination to priesthood; June 22, 1979
Parochial vicar St. Boniface Parish, Cold Spring, MIN 1979-1584
Parochial vicar St. Boniface Parish, Hastings, MN 1985-1952
Guestmaster Saint John's Abbey 1992-2002
Exclaustration 2003-present
Africa Service Trip 2003-2005
Receptionist at Washburmn McReavy Funeral Home 2005-present

2. Motivation
1 began my exclaustration October 2003 until present. Since [ have been away

_ from monastery for eight years I have made the decision that I cannot return to
five religious life at the monastery. I believe that it isin the best interest of the
Church, the Abbey and myself that T em no longer a priest and monk and

identified as such.

3. Doctrine
1 have no problem with the deposit of faith as taught by the Roman Catholic

Church,

4, Authority
I respect the authority of the church,

OSB HOEFGEN_00402



5. Precautions .

1 have taken the past eight years discetning my decision with prayer and a
Spiritual Director. It has become clear that I need to move in a different
direction in my life. My initial time in Afiica made me realize that this was

the path I needed to pursue in terms of my discernment process. Inmy time .
away from the monastery and on return visits it has become clear that I can no
longer live religious life.

6. Definitiveness

1 have no doubt that thisis what T want to do and that my decision is final. I have
made this decision freely and without reservation.

7. Health
My physical health is.good.
My emotional health is stable and sound.
My spiritual health is grounded in faith and is good.

§. Summary.
Since I have taken eight years of exclaustration, I have come to realize that I can

no longer live the monastic life at Saint John’s Abbey and am formally requesting
to be dispensed from all the obligations attached to the Sacred Orders and
religious profession and to return definitively to lay status.

9. Oath
T solemnly swear to the truth of all my statements.

Humbly submitted,

I Hofir—
‘Francis F. Hoefgen

0SB HOEFGEN_00403
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

July 15,2011

Amy Strickland, J.C.L.

Assccizgte Director for Canon Law

The Resource Center for Religious Institutes
8824 Cameron Street

Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Amy:

These materials include a copy of all Father Fran Hoefgen’s “biographical”
materials, starting with his acceptance into formation, as well & copy of all the materials
you have from his treatment at SLI, as well as any other indications of problems over the
years. You will note that there was an evaluation at Saint Luke Institute in the mid-
1990s, but there is no report in the file from that evaluation. Abbot Timothy must have
had the report sent Fran’s legal counsel, Mr. Bob Stich. Do you need this for the file? If
s0, we will need Father Fran’s release so that it can be sentto you by Mr. Stich.

Thave included everything related to the allegations of misconduct, for the

incident in 1983, for the most recent allegation, for inappropriate contact with Mr.
_in the spring of 2002, and for an incident with an undergraduate student in

the fall of 1995, I have also included the documentation for the exclaustrations, including
Father Hoefgen’s letter requesting release from vows and priesthood. T have tried to put
the materials in more or less chronological order.

. . Thank you for your work on this important matter,

Sincerely,

Office of the Abbor
Box 2015 « Collegeville MN S6321-2015 + 320-363-2546 - www.saintjohnsobbey.ory
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

from: Licar, Jonathan

Sent: . Monday, July 25, 2011 6:13 PM

To: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: FW: Fran

Jonathan, osbh

From: Robert T. Stich [maiito:rstich@stichlaw.com]
Sent: Mongday, July 25, 2011 1:19 P
To: Michael J, Ford (MFord@quinlivan.com); Licarl, Jonathan

Subject: Fran

Fran Hoefgen has given permission for the Abbot to use the documents referenced in your e-mail of Friday luly 22 for
preparation of a votum to support an application to Rome to grant Fran & full dispensation from monastic life and
priesthood.

Bob
. Robert T, Stich

STICH, ANGELL,
KREIDLER, DODGE & UNKE, PA,
e Rar™

The Crossings, Suite 120

250 Second Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2150
{612) 333-6251 {phone)

(612} 305-4559 {direct dial)
{612) 333-1940 {fax)

The information contalned in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential, attorney work product, or
__subject to the attorney/client privilege, The informatlon is intended only for the person or persons to whom it is
addressed, If you are not the intended recipient, or the agent or employee responsible to deliver it to the intended”
recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distrthution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. {f you have recelved this e-mail in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone, and destroy the
——originalmessage without-making-a-copy-Thank-you-foryour-assistance-and-eo0 pefation.— ‘ -

OSBE HOEFGEN_00406
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

The Reverend Francis Hoefgen
Formal Dispensation

MANDATE TO CONDUCT THE DISPENSATION PROCESS

I, the Right Revetend John Klassen, OSB, Abbot of Saint John's Abbey in
Collegeville, Minnesota, hereby appoint the Reverend Daniel Ward, OSB as Instructor
and the Reverend Chatles Benoit, OSB ag Bcclesiastical Notaty, in the request of the
Reverend Prancis Hoefgen for dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state,
including celibacy, as well as a dispensation from his monastic vows.

/Ma%&ww,&sg,

Abbot” . ..

Given at Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota on July 26, 2011, j -26-/ /

Qffice of the Abbot
Box 2015 « Collegeville MN §6321-2015 - 320-363-2546 . www.ssintjghnsabbey.ory
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August 1, 2011

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
Vatican City, Burope

Your Holiness,

I have been perpetually professed as a Benedictine monk at Saint John’s Abbey in
Collegeville, Minnesota since 1976, and I have served the Church as a priest since 1979.

However, I have struggled with the obligations of celibate chastity, aud some of my more
serious lapses regrettably have caused scandal, dus to media attention and civil Jawsuits.

I do not wish to cause further harm to the Abbey and, after having lived apart from the
monastery since 2003, it has become obvious to me in my discernment process that it is
in the best interest of the Church, the Abbey and my own sou} that I amno longer a monk

or a cleric.

Therefore, | humbly request to be dispensed from my monastic vows and from all
obligations of the clerical state, including celibacy.

Respectfully yours in Christ,

0SB HOEFGEN_00409
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

August 2, 2011

Amy Strickland, J.C.L.

Associate Director for Canon Law

The Resource Center for Religious Institutes
8824 Cameron Street

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Amy:

T am including the three items that I believe you will need to advance this case to
the Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.

Thank you for your expert and patient work on this case.

Sincerely,

Ab ohn Klassen, OSB

Enclosures: Votui';x f&f inthéf Franc:ls F,‘ Hoefgen, 0.8B.
Mandate to Conduct the Dispensation Process
Petition of Father Francis F. Hoefgen, ©.8.B.

Office of the Abbor
Box 2015 + Collegeville MN 56321-2013 - 320-363-2546 » ww w.saintichnsabbey.org
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Luft, Matthew

Sent: Saturday, August 13, 2011 10:08 AM

To: Abbot John Klassen's private account

Subject: Fwd: Letter to St. John's

Artachments: Hands.pdf; ATT0000L.htm

Dear Abbot John,

I hope this finds you well. Lhave set up a meeting through Br. Kelly with you on August 22, One of the major
items Twould like to discuss with you is the attached letter that Mrs. sent you. I wanted la give you a

heads up so that we can discuss & pastoral possibilities.

Peace,

Matthew

i oo

Fr. Matthew Luft, OSB
Monk of Saint John's Abbey

In omnibus glorificetur Deus.

Begin forwarded message:

From: o
Date: July 28, 2011 9:50:53 PM CDT

To: "Fr, Matthew Luft" <

Subjeet: Fw: Letter to St. John's

Reply-To:

Here's the e-mail...know I'm forwarding it o you and deleting It. Whether there's a response at this point
or not a part of me will aiways wonder why.,

oo Bopparded Mecosss

From;

To: Fr. Matthew Luft <
Sent: Wednesday, February 4, 2009 8:11 PM

Subject: Letter to St. John's

February 4, 2008

Abbot John,
Fr. Matthew,
St Jehn's Ahbey,

Jve tried many times to put my thoughts, my feelings down on paper since the sarly 1890's when the news of the saxu
abuse of my brother by Fr. Fran bscame public. | wanted to let you know about the hurt, abou! the anger, about the gz
about how one bad cheice after anather nearly destroyed me. Every time | got started....the words got blocked behind!

wall { buift around my heart.
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One hug.
One simple hug.

That was the key. That truly was the starting point lo lefling go of the hurt. The deep down hurl that I've carried with me
50 many years. | don' believe it will ever go away compiately. For so many years, | longed for someone 1o reaily
understand. That one simple hug toid me things will be olc. It was the one that | kinew was wrapped in the welcorming &
of Chiist,

For many years, | carried a hatred in my hearl, | have leamnsd hate is a vety powen‘u! word and if one lets it, it can dest
rany goad things. | aimost let it destroy the one thing that will always be the most precious gift | will ever receive, my f
in Christ. But that ong simple hug.... truly saved me.

I no longer hafe.....| continue 1o work on the part of forgiveness. That Is no easy task but yst I know It is what Christ ce
' me o do, So i continue to work on it

I no longer feel the nead to tell you about the hurt, the anger, e tears. | think the community at 8L John's Abbey know
pray that | will never again have to listen to news of such abuge. But ! aiso know that God gave us all a fres will and 4
ne matter who we are, we ton't always use if in the way He intended. | wiite this now because | do want you o know
about the peace | now carry within me from that one simple hug that came from someone in your community. That of
simple sign - that | langad for, for so many years, For me, it made the difference between anger 2nd paace,

“Look Ints my ayes
and you will hold my heart
for they speak the words my voice cannot.”
-w (2D08)

Fr. Matthew, you know about my statement written above, For you ook the time when | was struggting, you
disteried and you did just thal....you looked into my eyes and you held my heart, You held the pain. You held the hurl ¥
hedped bring Christ's peace back to me... | don' think you realize it though....if didn't start the day | walked into your oft
and asked for your help.. ... 1t started with that one skmpic hug. The one simple hug that you asked if vou could gi
me. The one simple hug that was wrapped in the anms of Christ.

I there is one thing that T pray St John's Abhey carries away from this letter, no matter where you are oy wi

vou do..... NEVER, EVER forgel about the people whont your actions may touch..... There's a spirit of a "lis

girl" that was crushed many years ago that was set free by this one simple gesture, A "little girl” now grow

who is Jearning to again trust in others. A woman whe i3 again finding the peaceof Christ because of one
simple hug.

Peace be with you,

P.S

H

Fr. Matthew,

I was geing to mail this letter to you bul thought I'd e-mail it to you first before I mail the copy off to St. Joh
1t took a 50 manty years to lel the words come oul, For so many years my attempts came out as anger and 1 ji
knew that wasnt right. The more [ thought and prayed about it - the feeling of peace was more and more
present, Over the past few days, [ was able to put tiie words above on paper and for once they felt right. St
tonight, [ let go of sume of the pain, some of the anger and allow the peace of Christ to fill it's place.

Know that T am forever grateful for your help. In the past year, I have discovered many things about mysel
There are many things to work on and [ will continue to do this one small step at 4 time - sometimes walkir

2
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side by side with the Lord and soretimes allowing Him to carry me. But I know and truly belleve without G 1
in my life, I am nothing, Thank you for helping to restore my faith in so many things. ’

1 am Torever grateful and will continue to keep you in my preyers.

Peace,

OSB HOEFGEN 00412
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

August 15, 2011

His Eminence, William Cardinal Levada
Catdinal Prefect

Congtegation for the Doctting of the Faith
Piazza del 8, Uffizio, 11

00193 Roma

ITALY

Your Eminsnce:

As Abbot of Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota, 1 am wtiting to submit the petition of
the Reverend Fiancis F. Hoefgen, OSB for dispensation from his religious vows, as well as
dispensation from all the obligations of the clerical state, including celibacy ( see petition at Tab A)

Fran was born on August 29, 1950. His formation with the Benedictines was unxemaxkabie, with the
exception of the concetns raised by one instractor in 1974. This Benedictine wrote:

Francis Hoefgen tended to miss the point of assignments relatively consistently (the
onily one of eighteen who did so in my part of the seminary); he was openly hostile
to me in class on two occasions (the only person who expressed hostility sarcastically
and publicly); be was absent about one-fourth of the time without excusing hitnself;
and he received a C- from me, having dqpe unsatisfactory work on one paper and
- average wotk on the final exam. I think Francis has sigoificant uneonscious and -
conscious emotional conflicts, and I recommend that he be encouraged to receive
some professional personal academic ot psychological counseling, 1 think he is

urhappy with himself.

However, all other assessments during Fran’s formation wete favozable, and he was perpetually
professed on July 11, 1976 at Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville (sz formation records at Tab B).

As Fran prepared for ordination, some conceint was raised by the Dean-Rector of the School of
Divinity about Fran’s temperament: “Fran presents a placid appearance and a soft-spoken manner
and generally is most pleasant to visit with. Yet I believe that he has to wiestle intetiorly with
feelings of anger and hastility, which accasionally emerge to the surface (see Tab C). Nonetheless, the
Dean-Rector recommended that Fran continue on the path to Orders, and he was ordained to the

preshyterate on June 22, 1979 (see Tab D).

Dfige of the Abbor
Box 2015 - Collegeville MN 56321-2015 + 320-363.2546 . www.saintjohnsabbey.org
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Fran’s fiust assignment was as an associate pastor at Saint Boniface Church in Cold Spring,
Mionesota. Five years into that assignment, hewas sent to the Saint Luke Institute for an evahuation.
This was plempltate by two incidents of a sexval natute with a ttoubled seventeen-
year-cld boy, in June- ]uly 1983. Mr, had come to live in the tectory with Fran after being
released from. the hospital following a sulcide attempt.

Fran admitted o sexual involvement with My, which resulted in six months of ourpatient
psychotherapy at the Suint Luke Institute, during which Fran lived in a nearby Benedictine
monastety. Fran tetarned to Saint John’s Abbey at the end of Scptcmbei 1984 (see Tab ).

In July 1985, Fran was asslgaed to Saitnt Elizabeth Aan Seton Parish in Hastings, Minnesota. He wras
temoved from that patish in 1992, when the 1983 incidents with M. became public as e
result of 2 civil lawsuit. This suit was satiled in 1993 (52 Tab F), :

In 1995, Fran self-repoxted that he had masturbated o male college student, (age 18 or
19), in the student’s bedrocm. This was preceded by Fran giving Mr., 4 massage whils the
latter was weating only briefs. As 2 result, Fran went back to the Saint Luke Institute (se¢ Tab G).

In 2002, a laypesson brought to tmy attentdon that Fran had incarred excommunication, based upon
a newspaper report which mentioned that Fran had absolved Mr. after their first sexual
encouniter. Howevet, no canonical acion was taken by me, as Fran had alteady been removed from
ministey (ser Tab H). Now, I -would ask that this censure be lifted, ad aautsiam.

In 2003, Fran requested and was given a yeat’s exclaystration for vocational discernment (sez Tab 1).

Later the same yeat, Fran asked for a three-yeat exclaustration for vocational discermment. He was
given two yeats, aud thé Asichbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis was informed in wiiting of
Fran’s domicile in that Archdiocese (s Tab ).

Next, Fran requested and was gianted an extension of his exclaustration for an additional three
years, He also asked foy, and was granted, an extension of health care (paid for by the Abbey) for the
duration of his.exclaustration (e Tab L).

In 2010, . } alleged that he had been molested 1epenredly by Fran
in approximately 1979, This abuse extended over a munber of years, during which tme Pran
reportedly was counseling Mr. after 2 series of suicide atternpts. While a financial
settlement was paid to Mz e Tab M), Fran denies any abuse ocentted,

In 2011, Fran requested another extension of lus exclaustration, but I wis vnwilling to support the
réquest. Instead, T encouaged Fran to petition for digpensation from his religious vows and from
the dbligations of the cletical state, Transitional assistance was offered, and Fran concuered that the
time had come for him to formally sepatate hiself from the Abbey and the priesthood (see Tab N).

2
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1 see no potential scandal occurting if Fran’s petition is granfed, whereas such may be the case if
othet accusations of misconduct surface while he is still a monk and priest of the Abbey. Theréfore,
I respectfully request that you grant his petiion for dispensation from his monastic vows and from
all the obligations of the clerical state, incloding celibacy, .

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Fratetnally youts,in Christ,

Aot foros K ttin, 0383

Abbot John
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August 24, 2011

Abbott John Klassen, OSB
St. John’s Abbey

P.0. Box 2015
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbott Klassen,

An invoice for spiritual direction services for Fran Hoefgen during August 2011 is attached.
Hengceforth, I witl bill monthly for services. Please contact me if you have any questions about
this invoice. : .

Sincerely,

OSB HOEFGEN_00417



Date: August 25, 2011

Spiritual Direction services provided in July 2011

Spiritual Direction 1.00
Total hours of spirttual direction during July 2011 _ 1.00
Rate par Hour $ 85,00

S 65.00
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY
August 25,2011
Ms
Dear

P'm responding lo your letter, albeit belatedly. Initially, [ wes not sure how or what I
could say that would add to your thoughis and feelings, but Father Matthew and I (with your
awareness) Had a conversatinn that has helped me with the general countext.

I'm so grateful {o vou for the steady and persistent funer work that you have done1o move
toward forpiveness. There i% a lot of confusion about this important action for famnilies and
communities. Many individuals who have been harmed say that they will never forgive because
in doing so they believe that somehow they are condoning the harmful action. Such is not the
case at all. Still others believe that forgiveness iz an uplicit denial of the haun done - this is not
the case eithier.

Today many practitioners/therapisis/rescarchers are defining forgiveness as "letting go of -
the anger or resentment that one feels because of harn dope and that one is entitled to, 50 a5 to
be free o hayve one's Hife again, 1o this frame of reference, forgiveness is a personal decision, 2
choice. From reading your letter, it seems that you ave Hving and working with this
understanding of forgivensss. The godl of this act of forgiveness is 1o have peace in one's mind
and heart, to no longer give rent-free space (o the one who has done harm.

“agsured that neither St John's-Abbey nar Hat least to the besLof my ability]
will ever torget how much is required of us in the ministry we do, how careful we need o be'in
making sure that our ministry is suthentically loving, earing, and within the best undersianding
-afgoed boundaries. Recently ] veviewed the file that describes the sequence of events that you
veference i your letter. What struck me again was 3 high level of effectiveness 6f Father Feang’s ™
minisiry and the enormous trust that you and othermembers of the community placed in him, the
genuine affection and regard that existed, It was precisely this high level of trust and regard that

was betrayed by his action in relationship to your brother.

I'm grateful to you for writing this letier as o lestimony (o the healing that can ocour in
these situations. I'm grateful for the praced moment of the "one simple hug" that somehow began
the pathway vou describe so well, It is obvious that you were ready in some profound spiritual
manner for this free, siple gesture,

Dffice of fhic Abbot
Box 2015 - Collegeville MN 56321-2015 « 320-363-2546 . www.saintjohnsabbey.org
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If you ever wish to meet, I'm willing to do 50, and at & place of your choosing. Orace and
blessing to you as you continue on this path of healing. ’

Bincerely,

__4%_.

Abb

Klassen, OSB
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Abbot John Kiassen's private account

From: Fran Hoefgen <

Sent: - Thursday, September 01, 2011 3:23 PM

To: Abbot John Klassen's private account

Subject: * Re: Hello and spirituzl direction 2
%

Abbot John,

Thank you for letting me know the status of my petition. Also thanks for your words about Patricia Jones and
spiritual direction.

T wish you peace,

Fran

Fran Hoefgen

From: Abbot John Klassen's privata acesimnt
To: "Fran Hoefgen _
Sent; Weadnesday, august 31, 2011 §:44 P
Subject; Hello and spiritual direction

Hello Fran -

Grestings from Collegevillé 4s we approach Labor Day! I recetved word from Dan Ward’s office that your
petition has been sent to CDF and it will be at least December before we hear from them, But I wanted you to

know that the petition has been prepared and sent.

1 just received a bill from Ms. Patvicia Jones for a session of spiitual direction. T think itis important that you
have a professional foruim for speaking and reflecting about your direction and the abbey is willing to pay for
this; through the time when the dispénsation coines through, I hope that this is agreeable to you.

We are gearing up for next Tuesday when we will have the final vote on creating a new corporation for the

university, On the one hand, confietes arerenlizing that this isa big deal.-On the other-hand, the provisions......
and agreements are so well written and thought out that the university and abbey will have to continue to-work

together in a cooperative manner. 1 am hoping that my confreres will come to see that there will never be a

—hettertime-in-de-this-than-right-now

All best to you — be assured of my prayers for you in all things! Abbot John
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CONGREGAZIONE XN Cietdy del Vipticano, "
PER LA.DOTTRINA Pabio e 5, Uil 6 September 2011
DELLAFRDE

' ¥58/0011°1 36332

Pror. M.

CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Father Abbot,

The Congregation for the Docirine of the Faith acknowledges reteipt of your
letter of 15™ August 2011 and the documentation you forwarded conceming the
case of the Reverend Francis F. Hoefgen, OSB.

You are kindly advised that the case has been assigned the Protocol Number
558/2011. Tt would be appreciated if all future correspondence could bear this
indication.

With every good wish, Ireroain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

‘Mons. Charles J. SCICLUNA
Promoter of Justice

TheRight Beverend Fathex

Abbot John KLASSEN, 0SB

Saint John’s Abbey

Box 2015

Collegeville, MIN 56321-2015
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI

Prot. N. 558/2011
Congregatio Americana Casinensis O.S.B.

(St. John’s Abbey - Collegeville)

D.nus Francis F. HOEFGEN humiliter petit dispensationem ab omnibus
oneribus sacrae Ordinationi conexis

Summus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI
Die 16 m. Decembris a. 2011

habita relatione de casu a Congregatione pro Doctrina Fidei,
precibus praedicti supplicantis annuit iuxta sequentes rationes:

1. Dispensationis Rescriptum a competenti Ordinario oratori quamprimum notificandum
est:

a) Eius effectum sortitur 8 momento notificationis;
b) Idemque insuper secumfert, quatenus opus sit, absolutionem a censuris.

2. Notificatio dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter ab ipso Ordinario eiusve
delegato aut per ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per "epistulas praescriptas” (registered).
Ordinarius unum exemplar restituere debet rite ab oratore subsignatwm ad fidem receptionis
Rescripti dispensationis ac simul acceptationis eiusdemn praeceptorum.

3. Notitia concessae dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae
oratoris.

4. Quod attinet, si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae
sunt normae quae in Codice Turis Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute
peragantur sine exteriore apparatu.

3. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Rescriptum oratori rite notificare, hunc enixe
hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione,
participet, aedificationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae filium se exhibeat. Simul autem
eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur:
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a) Sacerdos dispensatus eo ipso amittit fwra stati clericali propria, dignitates et

officia ecclesiastica; ceteris obligationibus cum stapy clericali conexis non amplius

adstringitur; .
blitem nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminariis ef in Institutis aequiparatis. In aliis

Institutis studiorum gradus superioris, quae quocumgue modo dependent ab Auctoritate

ecclesiastica, munere directivo fungi nequit;
clin aliis vero Institutis studiorum gradus superioris ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica non

depepdentibis witlam theologicam disciplinam tradere potest:

diin Institutis qutem studiorum gradus inferioris dependentibus ab Auctoritate
€cclesiastica, munere directive vel officio docendi fungi nequit, Eadem lepe fenetur
preshyter dimissus ac dispénsatus i tradendo Religione in Instituis eiusdem. generis
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica,

6. Ordinarius curet, quantum fieri potest, ne nova condicio oratoris dispensati
fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus abutendi, Ordinarius
potest factum dispensationis necnon causam canonicam divulgare.

7. Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinariug competens breviler ad Congregationem de
peratla notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio adsit, prudenti explicatione

provideat.
Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus.

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 16 m. Decembris a. 201 1

Gulielmus Cardinalis LEVADA
Praefectus

 Aloisius Franciscus LADARIA, S.J.
Archigp, titularis Thibicen.
a Secretis

Dies notificationis M £6,2002

o & 4
e ! e aon . Dok fdins Kolatisn, B2
’ {f / Subsign&@g Oz{atorﬂj ixﬁ;igx}um 5(1bsignatia Ordinarii

" acceptionis
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Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Prot. N. 558/2011

Reverend Francis F, Hoefgen, priest of the American Cassinese Congregation,
humbly requests a dispensation from sacred celibacy and from alf obligations

connected to sacred ordination.

MOST HOLY FATHER, POPE BENEDICT XVI
on December 16, 2011

having received a report on the cause from the Congregation of the Doctrine of
the Faith, has granted the request according to the following provisions:

1. The rescript of dispensation, being made known tc the petitioner by the
competsnt Crdinary as soon as possible, according 1o the nom of n. 2: .

&) becomes effective from the moment of notification;

b} inseparably includes a dispensation from sacred ceiibacy and, at the
same time, lost of the clerical state. The petitioner never has the right to
separate these two elements, that is, to accept the first and to réfuse the second;

c) if the petitioner is in fact a rel|g|ous ‘the rescript also grants a

dispensation from vows;
d) also, in addition, it carries with i, in sofar as it is necessary, absolution

from censures,

2. The notification of the dispensation can be made to the petitioner either
personally or by one delegated by the same Ordinary or through an ecclesiastical
notary orthrough "registered mail.” The Ordinary ought to retain one copy (cf the

rescript) sighed by the petitioner testifying to his reception of the rescript of the
dispensation and at the same time his acceptance of its regulations.

3. Notice of the granting of the d;spensatlon is to be noted in the baptlsmal
register offhie petitiohel's patish.™

4, With regard to the celebration of a canonical marriage, the norms established

ir-the-Code-otCanon-Law-must-be:applied..The:Ordinary, however, isitotake-
care that the matter be handied without pomp or external display.

5. The ectlesiastical authority who is to duly notify the petitioner conceming the
rescript, should earnestly exhort him to participate in the life of the People of
God, in a manner congruent with his new mode of iiving, to give edification and
thus to show himself as an upright son of the Church. At the same time,

however, he shouid be informed of the following:
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a) a dispensed pfiest:autematically {oses the-rights-preper to the clerical
state, as well as ecciesiastical dignities and offices; he is no longer bound by
other oblxgatlons connected with the clerical state;

b) he is not able o carry out any function in Seminaries and in equivalent
institutisns dnwotherdnstitutes obhigher studies;that aregin.any way.dependent on
ecclesiastical authority;*He-may-notexercise the functian of director;

¢) In institutes of higher education which are net.dependent on
ecclesiastical authority, he may not teach any discipline which is properly
theological ar closely connected to the same;

d) however;'in. ingtittites ofilgwer studies that are dependent on
ecclesiastical authority, he may not hold a directive function or an office of
teaching a discipline that is properly theological. A dispensed priest is held by
the'same Tawiin-teaching:Religlemin:an institution of-the same kind not
dependent upomecolesigsticaliauthority, o, S

6. The:Ordinagshoylddakecare that thenﬁ@m;gﬁemlp,rr,est net give.scandal to
the faithfubthiough,a-lack:o iprudence. This o astoral sql;gziud'e weighs eyen
more heavily o the di:na ffherc? ‘Ls‘;;aggr 3%&?"1;{3@%@@@‘ :Qt, of° ihe

abuame,,qf g:,;nors i b 4 iDaks
7. At aVBEsS ffuﬁé‘fmﬁ'@’*’th‘e"cémﬁéteﬁ%@T&fln ma,;ynazﬁaweporf to»the

Corigregation thatihe nofification: has been mads;. andsfdheresis any
wonderment-on-therpart-of thefaithful, he sheuld give a prudentexplanation.

ﬂl.

All things to the-contrary notwithstanding.

From the offices of the Congregatior, the 16" day of December, 2011,

+William-Cardinal-Levada
Prefesti« .

Aloisius Franciscus Ladaria, S.J.
Titular Archbishop of Thibica - Secretary - -

The.date_of nofification:

Signature of the Petitioner Signature.of the Ordinary
as a sign of'acceptance
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00120 Cita del Valicano,

CONGREGATIO / A
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEL Palsizo del 5. Ulfeie 9 January 2012

Pror. N, 2382011 - 37375

CONFIDENTIAL

Reverend and Dear Father Abbot,

On 1. Beptember. 2011 you presented and supported the petition, dated 1 August 2011,
of the Rev. Franciy F. HorrGen, 08B, a monk and priest of the 8t John’s Abbey,-
Colegeville, who has heen accused of sexually abusing minors and has regquested from the
Holy Father the grace of dispensation from all the obligations of priesthood, including

celibacy,

This Congregation, after having carefully exemined the documents of the present
case, forwarded the petliion to the Holy Father for his decision. Subsequently, on 16
Decomber 2011, Pope Benedict XVI granted Rev. Francis F. Hoefgen the grace of
dispensation fuxta petira, from ail priestly obligations, including celibacy, 2s well as fom his
perpetisal vows: Enclosed you will find two copits of the relevant Decree: You are kindly
réguested to enstre that the priest is duly notified theieof. 1 would agk you also to return one:
of the signed copies of the Decree to this Office, ' :

With prayerful suppert and every best wish, 1 remain

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

# Luois F. LADARI, 5.,
-~ Titular Archbishop of Thibica
Seorviary

-Enclosures-

The Right Reverend Father

Abbot John KLAssEN, OSB

St. Johu's Abbey.

Box 2015 :

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321.2015
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABREY

January 26, 2012

Fran Hoefwen

Dear Fran:

Greetings in this New Year and may the Lord’s blessing with you through its entirety!

‘With this letter I am able to say that you have been granted a full dispensation from all
priestly obligation, including celibacy, as well as from perpetual vows. Iam inchuding the
confidential letter in English which gives the main points of the dispensation. Please keep this

copy of your records.

1 also include two copies of the actual dispensation that I need you to sign (over the
footer Subsignatio Oratoris in sigmum acceptionis) and return to me. One of these will be on file
here and the other I need to return to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. [alsc
imclude a copy of this docunent that is signed by me.

Fran, this has been 2 long process and I am sure that this is a bitter sweet moment. Know
that you are always in my prayers, for your well-being and happiness. Brother Benedict is off
campus right now but we will follow up with the financial arrangements that we agreed on.

Sincerely i Christ, .
-
| AblyrTohin Klassen, OSB

Enclosures:  Explanatory letter from CDF
2 copies of Dispensation from CDF

Office of the Abbot
Box 2015 - Collegeville MN 56321-2015 . 32D-363-2546 -« www.saintiohnsabbey.org
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: fran Hoefgen

Sent:- Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4,58 PM

To: : Abbot John Klassen's private account

Subject: Re: February 6th meeting

Dear Abbot John,

Thank you for your reply. I appreciate the gift very much and I'll see you Monday.
peace,

Fran

Fran Hoefgen

From: Abbot Junn Kiagean'e nrivata arraimt
To: 'Fran Hoefgen'

Sent: Tuesday, January 31,2012 3:25 PM
Subject: RE; February 6th meeting

Dear Fran,

With regpect to the meeting on Monday,

Two copies of one document need to be signed. 1 also have a copy of the letter and a the document you are signing for

your records,

With respect to-the gift, we are offering $30,000. There is no more money. Our resources are stretchied to the nyax.

1 fook forward to seeing you on Monday. Feace, +Joln

¥rom: Fran Hoefgen [mailto _
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: Fetruary 6th meeting

Dear Abbot John,

[ have set up a 9:30°AM appointment with you oni Monday February 6th. Sirice this is such an impoitant”

meeting T would like to know what to expect. It is my understanding that T will sign several documents and

receive copies of them. In your letter dated May 11, 2011 you wrote that the abbey will give a gift when the
dispenisation-is-granted:-It-was-my-understinding that Brother- Benedict was-goingto look ifito the possibility of____
adding the retirement benefits fiom my years in parish ministry to the check. It is my hope that this matter will

be taken care of at our meeting. Your assurances will help me to prepare for next Monday. I will also return my

caculla at that time.

I appreciate your work in assisting with the dispensation, This meeting will be a fitting closure to a long process
of discerriment. Thank you for your your help and I await your reply.
gratefully,

Fran

‘Fran Hoefgen
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From: Abbot John Klagtan's nrivate asennnt

To: 'Fran Hoefgen' ‘
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 9;15 AM
Subject: RE: Dispensation has come through...

Fran, this sounds good to me. T will forward your message 1o Kelly, +John

From: Fran Hoefgen [mailto:..

Sent: Friday, Januery 27,2012 8:43 AM

To: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: Re: Dispensation hag come throngh...

Abbot John,

This has been a long road for all of us. Afier 39 vears of monastic life it is my request to bring this to a formal
conclusion in your office. I would also symbolically return my caculla at that time.

You did say you would look into the possibility of the retiremnent payments made during the twelve years I
was in parish ministry to be included in the $30,000.00 check that you said would be given when the

dispensation is granted.

It is my desire to bring this to to friendly conclusion in your presence so I look forward to seeing you in person.
1 will contact Brother Kelly in regards to an appointment once I hear from you.

Thank you for your assistance in this important matter.
peace, '
Fran

From: Abbot John Klassen's nrivate seraint
To: *Fran Hosfgen

Ce: "Ryan, Kelly" <

Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2012 .8:04 AM
Subject: Dispensation has come through...

Hello Fran — greetings from Saint John’s and a blessed New Year to you!

With this email I am able to say that you have been granted a full dispensation from all priestly obligation,’
including celibacy, as well as from perpetual vows. Ineed to send you some documents to sign, that need to be
retirned. Because of their official nature I wish to send them either by registered mail or by Fedex. IfTdos0,
what is the best address to send the package to? Let me know.

EO S i
onn
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

February 6, 2012
Most Reverend Carlo Maria Vigano
Apostolic Nuncio for the United States of America

3339 Massachusetis Avenue N. W,
Washington, DC 20008

Re: Transmittal by Diplomatic Pouch

Your Exceliency:

Please find a letter to Cardinal William Levada of the Congregatidn for the Doctrine of
the Faith.

This letter contains confidential materials reques:ted by Cardinal Levada.
1 would be grateful if you would send the enclosed by diplomatic pouch.

Thank you for this service and for your service to the church in the United States.

Sincerely,

/ﬁ Sy / s Py /"—7 -
&WW ) 23T
John B. Kiagsen, OSB

Abbot

Office of the Abbot
Box 4015 « Collegeyille MN 563212015 - 320-363-2546 « www.saintjohnsabbey.org
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

Bebaary 7, 2012

His Eminence, William Cardinal Levada

Cardinal Prefect
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Piazza del S. Uffizio, 11
00193 Roma
TTALY

Protocol Number 55872011

Your Eminence:

I write this letter regarding the dispensation received for Rev. Francis I. Hoefgen,
0SB, a monk and 2 priest of Saint John’s Abbey, Collegeville. On behalf of Father Hoefgen
and our monastic community, I express my gratitude for your Congregation’s prompt review

of the case and its positive response to the petition.

With the letter I include one of the signed originals of the dispensation.

Blessings on you and the work of the Congtegation,

Sincerely in Christ,

Signed Dispensation for Rev. Francis F. Hoefgen, OSB

B

Abbot John Klasgsen, OSB

Enclosure:

: Office of the Abbot
Box 2015 « Collegeville MN 56321-2015 » 320-363-2546 - www.saintjohnsabbey.org
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HEMIC AL REARTIVE RARER.

Brenor Bank
XU Wrst S1 Bdrmisin ?trt%
&t iiwﬂ. “, SGJBJL

§
AMOUNT

" 40,000.00

A P

/ﬁ "
TOTHEQRUBRDE « R
FranclsF, Hogfgen 0.

A

* L authorized xsfbni it qudlred

Check Mummber:
Date! 0210772012

Qrder of Saint Benedict-Abbey
To: Francis F. Hoefgen
vendor ID Number:

F Invoice Number pate I Gt Acct i Gl Amount Reference Invoice Amount U;CWN TacWH | Paid Amount
ien §
02/06/2012 30,000.00 : $30,600.00 $.00 %.00 £30,000.00°

TOTAL A3L000.08
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

February 8, 2012

Fran F, Hoefgen

Dear Fram:

Thank you for Monday’s mesting. It-was good 16 be zble to put the dispensation in an
historical context, in a face to face meeting. In other situations that has not been possible
but it was possible this time and the right way to do it. It is my understanding thai you
will remrain covered for health coverage by the abbey until June 30, 2012 or il you get

insurance, whichever comes first.

After forty years of relationship to this monastery, beginning as a candidate in the spring
of 1972, know that you always welcome here,

Blessings and peace,

7

ot John Klassen, O8B

Enclosures: Check
© " Translation for-dispensation ... ..

Copy: Brother Benedict Lenthmer, 0SB

B Office of thr: Abbot
Box 2033 + Collegevifle MN 563212015 + 320-383-2546 « wwiv.snintjohnsabbey.ory
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G%@ & 2 WASHINGTON, I.C. 20008-3610
Oy (7]
456
AposTOLIC NUNCIATURE O .
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
798 February 15, 2012

[ R e vameinns
This No. Shouid Be Prefized to the Answer

Right Reverend John B. Klassen, OSB

Abbot

American-Cassinese Congregation

Saint John's Abbey ' ’
Box 2015 :

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2015

Dear Abbot. Klassen:
I acknowledge your kind letter of February 6, 2012, with enclosure.

Rest assured that a sealed envelope has been forwarded through the
diplomatic pouch to the Congregation for the Docirine of the Faith.

With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigand
" Apostolic Nuncio ©
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Francis-Heefgen

Tuly 17, 2012

Dear Abbot John, : o | ;

Now that you have successiully celebrated the feast of Benedict and, hopefully, survived the
onslaught of summer guests at choir, I am writing to update you on my post surgery situation,
Today | had my final meeting with my surgeon, Doctor Kyle. I'm happy to report that he 18 very
pleased with how everything went in terms of the surgery and recovery. As he said, “This should
last yow 25 to 30 years.” My next appointment will be in six months just to check in with him,

1t's amazing how many “horror stories” Pve heard post surgery regarding hip replacement
surgery, they all make me feel very grateful that all went well, 1t's also amazing to me that for
much of the past year this was 2l] misdiagnosed ag a knee problen. I did have some shots in my :
right knee for seme mild osiecarthritis bui the pain continued and worsened. It wasn’t until late
April that another doctor realized it was not my knee but the complete deterioration of my right
hip joint.. to the point of it heing “bone on bone”™. There were days at work when I could
literally not walk after sitting for only an hour or Jess. Much of the time | vwas using 2 cane that
David Paul Lange’s dad had made out of corkserew willow. It helped a great deal, As T tell my
friends: It's great to be cane and pain free! 1 have my life back again. .. Thank you for that gift.

[ am also writing today io let you know what this has been like for me and my family. I amnot
sure if you are aware of the sequence of ovents surroumding this situation, but here goss, ]
stopped by the abley on May 15" to talk 1o Brother Kin regarding the surgery snd cobra
insurance coverage. 1 did nol know what eonversation took place between you and Brother
Benedict, if any at all, but on May 17" I veceived his enail stating that the abbey would not
cover “elective surgery”. I was complelely shocked and felt terribly saddencd with his note. 1
responded with my hemt and for four days I did not hear from him. Those days were hell for me,
Thad to decide if T could go forward with the surgery or simply become disabled and thus unable
to walk or work. What saddened me most wags the fact that there was no coritact regarding the
medical situation with me but the simple nots that this was “elective” for me. I don’t know if'I
every felt more disconnected from the abbey.

“Asyou know nothing was said 1o me abowt, what were the consequences of being “self-insured”
for the abbey and what this would imply in‘my situation- My sister il law, S
wotks for and she said that “is not the way self inswrance works”, Perhaps it is

L different in Wisconsin than in Minnesota, T do not know. Even after 40 years with the abbey 1

believe what this mean§ is hot Uniderstood by the majotity ef monks, myselfineluded. .

Afler talking with my family, who were equally shocked at the response 1 received-from the
abibey, 1 had 10 decide what I would do. 1 had no idea how I woeuld pay for this but [ kaew that if
the surgery did not take place 1 would bocome disabled and shortly be unable 1o walk or work. 1
felt that somehow | had to go forward. [ desperately tried to plead my case to Benedict. You will
not be surprised to read that it feit like it was all about money and not about my well-being. 1
thus mmade some offers and after fowr days of agony Benedict thank{ully did respond. T suspect he

had no idea how difficult those days and sleepless nights were for me.
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It felt remarkable that I received his email reply on my Mom’s birthday. It felt like her
intercession made it possible when I recsived the note Sunday evening, I felt relieved that I was
going 1o get better and get healthy again. You must realize that | was never attempting to have
this surgery to “take the abbey for a ride”, since I was the one who notified the abbey, Quite
frankly I put my trust in your words of our last meeting, I also greally appreciated yvour words
where you said “I apologize for my lack of compassion”. Those words have stayed with me. 1
also told you that I “did not take the gift from the abbey lightly”. It meant a great deal to-me and
always will, In fact it was only becavse of this gift that I was able to send the requested check of
$21,000.00 prior to surgery. those kinds of resources were in my checking account only because
of the gift from the abbey. You know it would talke me well over a year to carn that amount of

money.
o ot b

At this point | do feel like 1 also have a better understanding of what “Obumacare, I say this
because my hip surgery has created 2 “pre-existing condition” for me interms of getting health
care coverage. 1 was ableto get coverage from Minnesota Comprehensive Health Association
and that is the good news. The bad news is that even with a deductible of $5,000.00 the cost is
still $5,580.00 for the year, And this deductible is for each calendar year. So that takes care of
the remainder of the gift from the abbey. It wasn’t how I expected to use those valuable

TeSOUTCEs.

To make matters worse, when 1 returned to work my part time hours were cut back as well and
you know what that means Needless to say I have been stressing out about this. Thus with my
rent, car and health insurdnce that leavas nothing left for other expenses.

1 have beenréflecting on this sitvation every day since my surgery and prayed about what to
write to you. ] also tried to male my stay at the hospital as short as possible and to limit my
recovery time at Paxk Health and Rebab to four days to sirive to do my part. Throughout it all 1
was slways thinking about money. 1 do not knew what the additional costs would be expected of
me but T can only ask for-debt forgiveness since I do not have the resources at this time to make

those payments.

‘What also makes me very sad is that I bave strived very hard to remain on good tenms with you
__during my exclaustration and thus with the abbey. You also acknowledged that when we last
met. Forthat 1 am very gratéful. I Hope these cifclinistances do not make-all that to go-upin--
smoke. As these chapters of my life at the abbey come to a conclusion after 40 years 1 trust that
your compassionate heart will enable us to move forward in peace. I will always strive o hold on

torthe-blessings-and-will-hold-youwand-the monks.of. the.abbey. in.my prayers. T will await your
response. Thenks for your gift of time in reading this letier,

Pax,
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RECEIVED

January 17, 2013
JAN 22 2101

Dear Abbot Johr,

It has been seven weeks since our good conversation an November 27", 2012, which as
you $aid, “needed to take place face to face.” I felt you listened attentively and I very
much appreciated your thoughtful questions-and concerns. Tleft your office that day
feeling you understood my situation.

As you acknowledged, my hip sirgery was neither optional nor elective. The operation
was successful and 1 am gratefully walking pain free. However, surgery was expensive
and the total cost paid by me was $21,000.00 not inthuding five weeks without income
from waork. Tn addition to a1l this we have received 4 recent mémo at work in anticipation
of the health care law, stating that all part-time workers will have to limit their time t0 25
hours 2 week. As you cah appreciate, all this has further strained my finances. Lam
writing to request that & decision bemade about some reimbursement of miy costs of

surgery.

- Also with tax season upon me, my tax preparer said I necd a letter from the abbey stating
that I paid $21,000.00 to help cover the cost of surgery since the abbey is self-insured.
This letter, stating the amount paid less any reimbursernent from the abbey, is needed for

proper tax deductions.

Ithenk you in advance for your prompt attention to my request. If you have any questions
please feel free 1o contact me at: ¥

Gratefully,

gq whéran ﬂoefﬁﬁn e ot o T A s LS ot A58 S s
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY
Febroary 12, 2013
?;s.n Hoefgen
Dear Fran:

1 write this letter to you as a formal statement that your costs for the hip surgery in the
spring of 2012 were $18,000. Below is a short recap of how your payment was applied to the

various health providers involved:

enlth Pravider Name Amount Description of service
Hennepin County Medical Center 15,874.42 Room Charge/Medical/Labs & X-rays/Surgery & Anesthesia
Park Health & Rehabilitation Center 1,805.93 ° Room Charge/Medical/Therapy
North Memorial Clinic Northeast Tamily Phy 305.96 Medical/Labs & X-rays
Healtheast Medical Laboratory LLC 13.6% Xeray ’
_18,000.00
Sintersly,

bl Lyl lareon, O3R
Abbot Jogi K lassen; OSB

Office of the Abbot

Box 20315 « Collegeville MN 56321-2015 - 320-363-2546 -

www.saintjohnsobbey.org
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Lawsuit expected against St. John's Abbey, priest ] §t. Cloud TIMES ... hutp://www.sctimes.com/article/20131118/NEWS01/311180062/Law...

Lawsuit expected against St. John's Abbey, priest

Whitten by David Unze

Nov. 18 sctimes.com

ST. PAUL — A press conference has been scheduled for Tuesday morning in St. Paul to
announce the filing of a clergy sex abuse lawsuit against a former St. John’s Abbey priest.

The lawsuit names as defendants the Rev. Fran Hoefgen, St. John's Abbey, the archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis, and St. Luke Institute, a renowned treatment facility in

Baltimore.

The lawsduit is being filed on behalf of a 30-year-old Minnesota man who accuses Hoefgen
of sexually abusing him at a Hastings parish where Hoefgen was assigned after being sent
to St. Luke for evaluation.

Hoefgen before that had served at a Cold Spring parish, where he was accused of sexually
abusing a boy. That accusation led to his evaluation at St. Luke. No criminal charges were

filed against Hoefgen.

He was among the list of monks named in 2002 as being on restrictions at the abbey, That
same year Hoefgen wrote an apology that ran in a Twin Cities newspaper and which
expressed his anguish and sorrow at what he had done in the Cold Spring incident.
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Ex-abbey prlest faces abuse Iawsult

Attorney claims -
Hoefgen kept his
‘predatory ways

By David Unze
imas com

5T, PAUL — A lawsuit filed
Tuesday accuses a former St
Jolm's Abbsy priest of sexusily
ebusing-& child 4t & Hostings
parish wheis e was assigned
after hiz superiors knew'he Had
sexually abused

a boy in Cod
Spring.
. ‘TheRev. Fran-

cis “Fran” Hoef-
gen atmitted in
Mareh 1984 that
be Had sexually
»ghused 2 boy' in the S, Bonifsce
parishresidence’in Cold Spring.
Hoefgen was sent
ty St Luke Inghi-
tute in Maryland
for evaluation and
tregtment  and
never was
charged with a
crime in Stearns
County.
Frands .. After his stint
Hoefgen in the Maryland
institute, officials
in the Archdlogese of 5. Paul
and Minegpolis then atsipned |
Hcefgemonpanshm Hasﬁngs,,‘
vehere b st cabesEd

atherboy fr m1989w1992,a0 i
cording te the lawsiuit. The vie T g

See LAWSUIT, Page 4A |

.\aﬂ‘Andmn spedks ata news d )gmsu; ing a former 5t. John's Abbey priest; the Rev. Francis Hosfgen, of sexual
mm Tuesday at the law ofﬁ;es of Jeff Anderson & Assotiates in St Paul. Bne MCGeE, SPECIALTO THE TIMES
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Lawsuit

FromPage 1A

tim in the Hastings case
wag 10-13 at thetime and is
suing Hoefgen, St. John's
Abbey, St. Luke Instihute
and the Archdiocese of St.
Paul and Minneapolis.
Hoefgen’s  superiors
were aware of his record
of abuse when they as-
slgned him to Bastings,
sald attorney Jeff Ander-
son, who filed the lawsuit.
But they did nothin,
alert anyone in the Has-
tmgs congregation about

"There, he continued
his minlstry, and he con
tinued . tory
ways,” Andsrson-said of
Hoefgen,

Anderson said he be-
lieved the ubuse Hoefgen
perpetrated on the Has-
tingz boy s able to be
prosecuted in criminal
court. The victim has giv-
en a statement to Has-

ings police, he said,
trick Wall was the
priest whoreplaced Hoef-
gen in Hastings. Wall was
an abbey monk whoe later
left .the prtaethoad and,

done of Why he wag being
yemoved from R”@nnis
Wall and -other m
eren’t told that Hoi

d been to 8t Lukd ed-
ther, Wallsadd, =~

Wall did hear about
other vietims of Hoef-
gen'’s in Hastings, he said,
but not throngh pubhc
conversations. “In’ the
confessional,” Wall said
when asked where he
heard of additional viq»

5.
"Fran is the lion. These
guys are the lion tamers,”

S,

0,2013 - LOCAL/NATION

o wWorks for Andersbn. | leh
Wzl said the monks in. vietims,

the abbey  weran't’ told

sbout what Hoefgen Had -

B

periors, “And they tarnad
the lion loose on: Has«
tings." :
Wall gatied on the vic.
tims from Hasﬁngs £ call
police; notithe church, i
they pere %bused

ynushou!dmtsﬁffbrinav
.-he sald to thuse

clergy s abﬁseamt*ﬁey
He 15 sccusing .the ye
nowned tteatment faoill:

with whatit knew aboug
Hoefgen. -
Anderson said that St.

Luke, a treatment center
run by the bishops for -

clergy with substance
abise and:other psycho-
fogical problems, “recy-

cled” known offenders by
allowing them to get back

. telling parishe

it ministry, ev shme-
- times fecommending it to

the religious ordérs from -

which ~ the &ffending
prlest had come for treat«

ent. -
’Ihey should have imm
it

Iméw about Hoefgen and
oifending. priests

. Whe went thére for treat-

ment, Anderson said,
~The abuse :I;al Eoif-‘
perpatrated, on' the
go!d Spring boy.Wwas re-
ported to polics, who took
statements from the vie-
tim and from Hoefgen, at-

goriding to0 documents An-
. dorgon made available at

theprebsconference. The
case:’ was sgent to the
Steams County  Attor-
ney’s Office for a decision
on whether to charge
Hoefgen,

But within a few days,
8t. Luké had made a
“stron, recommenda-
tion" that Hoefgen come
to Marylsnd for treat-
ment. Hoefgen was sent

they

-would spend six months.

¥1.$t: Cloud Thmes. -

therejust tﬁreedays after

glving a statement to po-
fice in which he admitted

sextially abusing the Cold

Spring boy, Anderson’s
documents say. .
Wall pointed out the
quickizss - with  which
church officials conpect-
ed with St, Luke Institute
after Hoefgen's superlors

lgarnkd about the abuse
allegations; Within just'a

: few days of him heing In-
terviewed by law enforge- -
ment; Hoefgen wat Flows -

to Marviand, where he
“They can move very

gudekly when they rieed

m," Wall said of the

‘church -superiors, wham
arf of the .

ha said were
“Catliolic ¢landestine ser
viees”

After bis stay, at- S,

*Loké fnstitate, Hoefgen
retuimed to 8t John's Ab-

bey snd was assigned o
Hastingsm&uiy; 85,
BHS DOME Was

on a kst pnb!{cized by the -

- £redibly .accused. mem-

ﬁer this

Jofn's Abbey

. privst, the Rev.
Frangls
Hoefgen, of
sexual abuse
Tuesday at the

iaw offices of

deff Anderson

"& Assoclates

“In St Paul, 4
Walllsa
former priest
who now
works for:
© Anderscn.ere
E MCGEE, SPECIAL
TO THE TIMES,

abbeyiuﬁogzof irsmonks
am'l priests with-credible

atiéns of sexual mis-
co et “ageirzst them,
That st has been

" moved from the abbey’s
- website withis the last
few raonties,

The Jawsalt Anderson
filed asked for the albay,
tés pifease the names of all-

pory and their last nown - ) .

- wldress. He made the

same demand ofthearch-

‘ Ttm lawauit wis: fited
sislature pare

year: passed the
Child Victime Act, which
eliminated the statute of

“limitations  Tor: | sextal

abuswfmbm

’ 'lhechmgehasiadw&
cofonew lawsuits
raligious “ovders,

&

.wzawsuita ‘shat wemausif'

wouldn’t “haveé bieen s
Iomdmpmeeedmconﬂ

. mtmmvliﬂazsmw

emﬁmmam -
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§t. Cloud Times )
Thursday, May 22, 2014

SEE MIORE GNLINE- -
AT WWW.!";CTIMES com

Dakota Co. files
criminal charges
agamst ex-priest

s of firstdegree criminal

' sexual conduct. Heisac- -

Hey i‘gen,ﬁzi isa defen~

in

cligio e

- riors of assxgmng Hoef-

gento Hastings aftevtiieya
h all

Sp’?ig)g‘ ey >!&

el’tﬂ

f?&

cused of abusing the boy
«Stearns didn't Fom iy 58 0
according to acourt
4 m 1986af:cer cemplamt The boy a??t:ﬁ
s, g Y
kan admission m
Dayid Unze St Eliza-
dunzeB@skloudtimes.com ,beth Ann
. . Setfm par-
* HASTINGS — A former Hsh in Has-
St. John’s Abbey monk . tings,
who then - served- St. - where
Cloud diocele as 2 priest =¥ Hoefgen
h “Was charged Wednesday = Fran was a
“ Daketa County, ac- Ho.efgen priest.
" cused of sexually abus- The al-
. ing an altar boy in Has- leged victim told police
 tings . in November that oaf~
£, Fran Hoefgen is gensexually abligé .
iﬁt:harged with two courits  “on several oecasmns

“See HOEFGEN. Page 8A

“Blit withih 8 few davs,
St. Luke Institute l}gﬁd

tatement to further contact with
H&)efgen sex;mﬁy abnsé@, ith He admit- ~ young persons has been
he: 8t .Boniface * abusing the. identified and dealt with
F’°‘“ Page1A: - fesidence in Cold igboy. in an’approptiate man-
© ¢ Hoefgen was sent‘to'St. xeémsﬂc:intym- ner”
over an extended permé Luke, Institute in Mary- ffice in 1986 4e- Hoefgen was rgmoved:
of time,” acnqrﬂing to the jand’ for evaluation and ;'clined “fo file criminal from the priesthood in -
coyrteomplaint, ¢ treatment but was not charges against Hoefgen, . 20(1:He had beén placed - -
Hoefgen was, zn'reste& charged:with a crimedin ; saying thal the statutesat  on restriction by the ab-
d was$ ordefed  Stearns County. - the timeididn't ﬁf ‘the’ciz-+ bey in{2002 ‘after it re-
of $150,000  The abuse that Hiel " cunistaiickSOryE I;—{mf— _celved ; credible allega- .
L withaut co nditiens or  gen pErpetratad on b gen did, nihg  tions: agamst Lof sexu-
$25,0005hth. Seweral con- Cold Sprmg boyiwa to press char; Gifdi- . al misconduct,
‘didloné; including not hav- dth policeswho .cated that th 4 at-
ing giry contact: ‘With the ‘torsey’s offic ‘Been  Fellow Divid Unge on Twitter
allegl g victim. Hoefgen o “rel@?b} o “fhat  Gsctimesunze,
} poste ‘the lower bail dnd ' £ fen's)y - !
was 1hleased. S —

OSB HOEFGEN_00443



* B4« METRO » STAR TRIBUNE « THURSDAY, MAY 22,2014

P

Ex-Hastings priest charged with abusing boy

Francis Hoefgen is arcused
of abusing altar bay in the
Iate 19805 and early 19905,

By PAT PHEIFER and PAUL WALSH
Star Tribune staff writers

Aformer priestata Catholic
parishin Hastings was chaged
- Wednesday with repeatedly
sexually abusing an altar boy
from 1989 to 1992 acts that
allegedly occurred z&erhems
_removed from a central Minne-
sota ‘parish following similar
behavior N

Francis Moefgen, 63, of
Columbia Helghts, ‘was
charged with two counts of ,
first-degree crimins}l seyual
conduct for allegedly abusing |
thie boy, who was between. 9
and 12 yfms old -
Dozens of Minupsota priests
have been accused of sexual

taisconduct, and the names of
neatly 100 have been revealed
in the past year. Many have
been the subject of fawsuits;
but Hoefgen becomes one
of only a few 1o face criminal
charges for allegedly abusing
children, ;

*It is not surprising that this
victim waited over 20 years
to report this matter,” Dakota
County Attorney Jim Back~
strom said at a news confer—
ence We

“Most child victims repress,
the tronbling memories of their
abuse for many years. While
these vietims suffer fror ongo-
ing emotional and psyche-
Togical pain ... they often have
feelings of guilt, humiliation,
shame and confusion.”

- Fhe criminal coraplaint said
the abuse peenrred Yon several
occasions over an extended

period” and involved analand
oralsex and fondling: -

The abuse allegediy hap-
pened in a room behind the
altarat St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Gatholic Church (formerly St
Bomiface).

The victim, now.in his mid-
308, eported the incidents ©
Hastings police last Novem-
ber, and Chizf Bryan Schafer
sajd officers wete ableto tale
him to the building, which is
nerdonger used as a church, to
carroborate details about the.
abuse. .

Backsizom sald Wednesday
that before 1989, the statute of

Aitmitations requared that crize

inal charges be filled within
seven years of the abuse,
Changes made by the Legs-
Jature in 1989 and in 1991 now
rexquire that criminal chiarges
be Aled within three years of

the abpse being reported tolaw
enfircement.

“The wheels of justice are
sometimet slow to start,” Rack~
strom said. “But they are now

" moving forward.”

Hosfgen's dlleged abuzes
were outlingd in a lawsuit
filed in Dakota Colaoty by St
Paul attorney Jeff Auderson in
Novembar against a Marylind
treatenent center for abusive

.priests, the Twin Cities diocese

and St Johi's Abbeyin Coﬂeg«
evilles M,

‘The plamﬂff, identified as
Doe 27, is the sarae man-who s

' theanegedvicmmthem' i

nzl charges filed Wednesday,
According tothe lawsain -
Hoefgen admitfed 10 police
in-Cold Spring, Mins, roughily
30 years ago that he sexually
abused a ¥ryeaz-old boy while
assigned to St Boniface of Cold

Spring in 1983, In 1984, Hoefpen
‘was sent to:St. Luke Instifute in
Silver Spring, Md., and stayed
for about six months.

Despite Hoefgen’s admis-
sion, the Cold Spring case did
not result in ¢riminal charges.
*T'm not persuaded that the
interests of justice require fur-
ther prosécution in this mat-
ter,” a Stearns County prosecu-
tor wrote in 1986, according to
ap internal memo,

" In July 1985 Hoefgen-was ~

assigned to St. Boniface in
Hastings, which merged with
Guardian Angels parish in 1987
to'become $t. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, The suit alleges that
the institute, 5t. John's Abbey
and the Twin Cities archdio~

- cese concealed Hoefgen's past
“abuse and failed to warn par-

ents in Hastings.
Hoefgen was removed from

osB

the ‘ministry in 2002 and left
the St. Johnw's Benedictine order
in 2012, the Twin Cities dio-
cese said, Backstrom said that
the last he knew, Hoefgen was
wotking at 4 funeral home in

* Minneapolis.

Hoefgen turned hlmself in

at the Dakota County jail on. -

‘Wednesday morning and made
his first court appearance, He
wasreleased onbail later nthe
day:

- Hleis repmsented hmene—
apohs attorney Michael Colich.
A woman who answered the

-phone Wednesday-at Colich’s

office said that Colich had
no comuient on the charges
ageinst Hoelgen.

pavtwalshstmtribne com
612-G73~4452
pat.pheifer@startribune.com
952-736-3284
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Former prlest pleads not guﬂty to abusmg Hastmgs aitar boy startnbune com -

sk vie P Priest accused of repeatedly raping a Hastings altar boy in the late 1980s
i tzr and early '90s pleaded not guilty in a Dakota County courtroom Friday.

ph .
92 Francis Hoefgen, 64, who has left the priesthood and now lives in Columbia

Henghts wore street clothes and appeared subdued during the court appearance He
waived h;s rightto a speedy trial. . :

Dakota County District Court Judge Thomas Pugh set a trial date of May 18 and granted
Hoefgen permission to take an out-of-state trip at the end of the month :

Hoefgen was charged with two counts of first-degree criminal sexual conduret. According to
the criminal complaint, Hoefgen abused the 10-year-old boy repeatedly at’ St Ehzabeth Ann
Seton parish in Hastings between 1989 and 1992. '

H‘oefgen formerly a monk-at St. John's Abbey, alse has been sued under the 2013
Minnesota Child Victims Act, which opened a three-year window for the filing of cnwl lawsuits

for decades-old child sex abuse claims. -

' Dazans of clvd lawsuzts agamst priests and the Catholic church have been f’ Iex:i since then,” -
and observers have predicted more criminal cases as well.

The civil suit against Hosefgen also names the Archdlocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, the
Order of St. Benedict (also known as St. John's Abbey) and a Maryland treatment center
called St. Luke Institute, where Hoefgen was sent for six months fo receive psychological

treatment in 1984,

According to the lawsuit filed by St. Paul attorney Jeff Anderson, Hoefgen admitted to police
that he had sexually abused another minor in Stearns County in 1983.

Filings in Ramsey County

Meanwhile, hundreds of pages of church files were released Friday in connection with a
high-profile clergy abuse lawsuit making its way through Ramsey District Court that claims
the church created a public nuisance by transferring abusive priests.

The files document the: history of thé Rev. Richard Jeub, one of 34 “credibly accused” priests
whose names were made public by the Archdiocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis last year.

He served in eight Twin Cities parishes from 1966 to 2002, and exemplifies how the church
moved priests who got in sexual trouble, said Patrick Wall, an investigator at the Anderson

law fim,

The documents show that as early as 1969, a priest found Jeub, assistant pastor at Our
Lady of Grace Church in Edina, on a bed with a young woman. Jeub was transferred to St.
Mark's Church in St. Paul, where documents said he had an exploitive relationship with a
woman from 1972 to 1980. Jeub moved to Christ the King Church in aneapohs in 1976,

" and two years later was transfarred to hospital mlmstnes By 1981, he was pastor at St.

Kevin's Church in aneapons

L) ERC P LS »

e U W ARt e SCOT o Cal St/ 2 T A T3S ) i

OSE HOEFGEN_00445



Torsst et plodds ot By th AR g, Altar A WA Tbtar bl st sal S o2 T TBAI5 L heni
R priest. He was sued for sexual misconduct with a teenage girl, and reached ‘an out-of-court
settlement,

After that he was transferred to Sacred Heart Ghurch in Robbinsdale in 1996, to St':Johﬂ%he ‘
'Evangelistin 1997, and St. Rose of Lima Church in"Roseville in 2000. He resigned from St.
Rose after a newspaper article revealed his past, but was allowed to work in a Duluth parish

through 2010.

“The question remains, whathas the archdiocese done, and the Diocese of Duluth done; as "
far [as] momtonng Richard and his dangerous proclivities?" Wall said. "Is he anywhere near

kids?”

Jeub now lives in Crosby, Minn.

] FRH E"J bca):
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iﬂingeman, Digvid

From: Fran Hoefgen

Sent: : Thursday, January 22, 2015 7:51 PM
To: Klingernan, David

Subject: Bulletin Request

David,

Thank you for your phone call and information.

Please send copies of the five bulletins from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

for the date listed from July 1987; July 1988; March 1989; October 1990; and September 1991.

The only one I do not need 1s April 1993.
1 appreciate your belp in this matter.

Francis Hoefgen
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Just in case you need this information from the Code of Canon Law.

William

Can. 977 The ghsolution of a partner in a sin against the gixth comuandment of the
Decalogue is invalid, except in danger of death. '

PP ———-

Can. 1378 §1 A priest who acts apainst the preseviption of Can. 977 incurs a jatae
sententiae excommunication reserved to the Aposiolic See.

§2 The following incur a Jatae sententiae interdict or, if a cleric, a latae sententise
suspengion: :

1° a person who, ot being an ordained prest, attempts to celebrate Mass

2° aperson who, apart from the case menfioned in §1, thoughunable to give valid
sacrarental sbeolution, attenpts to do so, or hears a sacramental confession.

§3 In the cases menfioned in §2, other pénalties, not exeloding excompmnication, can be
added, according to the gravity of the offence.
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Legal Documents, Healthcare
Forms, Next of Kin,
Baptismal Certificates,

Wills, etc., etc.
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Erancis F. Hoefgen, 0.58.5.
Ordained 1979

1979- Not listed
1980- Cold Spring, MN: St. Boniface’s Church (Diocese of St. Clond)
1981~ Cold Spring, MN: St. Boniface’s Church (Diocese of St. Cloud)

. 1982- Cold Spring, MN: St Boniface’s Clurch (Diocess of St. Cloud)

1983~ Cold Spring, MN: St. Boniface’s Church (Diocese of St. Cloud)
1984- Cold Spring, MN: St, 'Bomface 5 Church (Diocese of St. Cloud)

" 1985- Not Listed

1986- Hastings, MN: St. Boniface Church {Archdiocese of St, Panl and Minneapolis)
1987-Hastings, MN: St. Boniface Church (Archdiocese of St, Paul and Minneapolis)
1988-Hastings, MN: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1989-Hastings, MN: 8t. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1990-Hastings, MN: 8t Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiccese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1991 -Hastings, MN: 5t. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of 8t. Paul and Minneapolis)
1992-Hastings, MN: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of 8t. Paul and Minneapolis)
1993-Hastings, MN: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1994~ Collegeville, MN: St. John's Abbey (DMocese of St. Cloud)

1995-Collegeville, MN: St. John'’s Abbey (Diccese of St. Cloud)

1996-Collegeville, MN: St. John's Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud) '

1597-Collegeville, MN: St. Johii’s Abbey (Diocese of §t. Cloud)

1998-Collegeville, MN: St. John’s Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)

1999-Collegeville, MN: 8t. John’s Abbey (Diocese of St Cloud)

2000-Callegeville, MN: St. John’s Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)

2001-Collegeville, MN: St. John's Abbey (Diocese of St. Clowud)

2002-Collegeville, MN: St. John’s Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)
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~RANCIS HOEFGEN ST. BON!FACE COLD SPRING A 1979 1984
FRANCIS HOEFGEN  ST. BONIFACE HASTINGS A 1984 - 1987
FRANCIS HOEFGEN ~ ST. ELIZABETHANN SETON HASTINGS A 1987 - 2368 [ G 7
FRANCIS HOEFGEN  ST. BENEDICT'S MONASTER ST. JOSEPH C 1995 TO PRESENT
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