Rev. Joseph A. Davies—Jail Priest

By JERRY DUNPHY

The Hev. Joseph A. Davies has
a whale of an imporiant job. lle
is counsclor tv 1,500 inmales al
the Maryland Correclional Insti-
Lution near Roxbury,

His o an ecumenical role,
When you're an inmale and you
wanl someone to talk to it does-
o'l matter much il the elerpy-
man s Prolesatol or Koman
Catholic. Parlicularly  when
Your queslion is on a secular
maller or a complainl about the
prison itsell,

Father Davies gave uvp a
“sof" job counselling teenag-
#ri at a middle class Balti-
more high school four years
age and moved to Western
Maryland.

Mosl of the men at MCI are
*two - time losers.” They range
from 16 o 26 and usually come
from the Ballimore - Washinglon
arca. Their priest shares a com-
mon bond with his charges.
Very few home boyvs arc around
lo stick up lor this part of the
slale,

Because they make a bad mis
take, the inmates arc confined
to the “farm" [or senteneces av-
eraging 30 months. Some are
murderers. olhers sold dope or
slole cars. MCl wollicials run

HE SERVES INMATES AT MCI

their instilution on the premise
the voulbful offender wanils lo
relurn lo sociely as a Jaw-abid-
ing. productive citizen,

With ao Irishman’s sardonic
wil. Falher Davies kids “the
boys* aml they kid him. The
priest’s blue eves [requently are
creased in lauphler behind his
tri - focal glasses, in a place
where a smile is all loo rare,

He is buffer between the au-
thorities and the prisoners. The
only full - time elergymaon on
the premises, Father Davies
soon will be joined by the Rev.
Kloman Ripgie, assistani pas-
tor al SI. Mary's Calholie
Chureh, Hagerstown, who will
work al the Maryland Corree.
lional Training Cenler starling
Sept. 1. The Rev. Aaron John-
son, pasior, of Asbury Methodist
Church, MHagerslown, docs a
splendid job as Prolestant cler
gyman, pro lem

It is a “tough™ for Father
Davies on Thursdays, when,
while interviewing a new
batch, he notices & familiar
face . . . The “alum® jokes
about seeing the Father again,
but he is not glad to be back.

A visilor can't understamd how
the boys [eel until he's been
around them awhile. They mask
Lheir thoughls because a slrang-

er from the “oulside" isn't lo
be trusted. Father Davies lives
willh them eighl howrs a day,
five duys a week and is aceept-
ed as a [rieml.

Prior o his arrival at MCI on
June 15, 1903, Falher Davies was
an assislant pastor in Ballimore
and served 11 years as a coun-
seior al Calvert Hall College in
the cily.

Of his high school experience,
Father Davies sees lillle simi
larily lo counseling al MCI,

“It's ‘weird,” he sayvs
“1 thought I knew all the ao-
swers, but I found oul I didn't
know a thing, when I  eame
here.”

Father Davies estimales 90
per cenl of the 1,500 inmates are
“unchurched." By this he means
they allended church or Sunday
School less than a year.

A man who doesn't piclure
himsell as a crusader, Father
Davies looks {o prison personnel
for help.

Referrals often come from
alert guards who spot polen-
tial trouble before it develops,
and guide a boy to Father
Davies. The administration
goes aut of its way to lend him
a hand.

At Sunday's Mass aboul 150
show up for a vaviely ol reas-

ons. Falher Davices has them
casl.

“I'he smallest group comes lo
pray." he says.

“The others want to get away
from the confinement of their
cell or simply visil."

Allthough they are angry, frus-
lraled voung men, Falhcr Dav.
ies says most ol his charges
have nol lost their [aith in God's
exislence,

“Most of them are honest
encugh nol lo blame Him," he
JaYs.

In Ballimere Father Davies
became interested in the Boy
Scouls of America and has been
an activist in the movement ev-
er since.

He is a member of the Na-
fional Commission of Scouling
and is in charge of scouting for
the archdiocese as well as serv-
ing as Calholic Chaplain lor
the Boy Scouls in the five-stale
mid-Allantic region,

Bringing his accumulaied ox-
perience o MCI, Falher Davies
is now in charge of an Explorer
Posl wilh asolher about lo be
chartered.

He is a priesl on lhe move,
who combines (he church and a
secular approach o the mims-
try Lo beller serve the inmales.
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FATHER DAVIES docsn't cram religion | ovcasion is a death in the [amily, a “Dear
down anyene’s lhroal. His Lask is 1o be avajl- | John" leiler or some olher personal problem,
able when the inmales need him. Usually it | the chaplain is available {0 eounsel apd ad-
lakes longer than five minutes for an immate | vise,
lo get to the chaplain's office. Whether the



