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As Catholic chaplain's prexy

Father Davies honored Friday
at testimonial dinner by MCI

By LIBEIE POWELL

“You fust doa’t sit dowr and enumerale the many thirg:
Falher Davies has done. They re too nomerous and he does i1 a1l
20 bow iy’

“Tellmg abowt Father Lavics in a lew words = 1hal’s yme
possibln ™

“Ha's the man with (he contraband for all thees shifisal the
men working in the Control Center at Marvland Coorectional
Lnstilution. Ooee we get In there we can'l gel out and along
about B:5 am. we begin to be ready 1o chmb up the will aml
wonder where |8 Fatber Dovies? Then be comies wilh the
donuts.”

“He is @ workd lravelor, & frequent concullant with the Pope
In Rows: and A connalsseur of Festawrants.”

“And, he's human, ™

A deserving Fribufe

These were pust a fow of the many tnbules glern o Father
Diavies by [ellow associates a1 the Marcland Correctional Insg-
lution Friday evening when a “sucprise™ lestimenal dinnes
was giver al The Venice, heting his election as seesdend of
the American Calholic Correct! amal f'].‘lpl;.i'p"t ,ﬁn.;'-g:i; slinn

Falter Davies, who is the priest al & Joseph's Calhalie
Church, s served s chaplain for the past 13 yeers a0 MC1 and
has gomnered a bl of froends, bath w kb his working associates
and the men will whom ke has served as dather confossor,
spiritoal advi=or, and jusl plain friend

Nearly 200 people gathered for the dicnes, which brough
the honored guest te The Yenice i the guise af pleking up a
reast of venson, then o o Uhe bame of Soperiatondent Gerald
Kelior. for some ! Glx owr counlry enred Ram, Good food iz an
|.':|+‘r,:.' Lend 1B ng in Falher Davies' Hfe anad is Iricnds Lry 1o sec
lo ot that Jee shares the hes: . )

When ke realized thal Ihe party was for him apd ihat
former Sapetitiendent Fnhert I.Iri:.:.llﬂ- kad come back to pay
spreial tribule in Senall of sveryone al MCL, the honored guest
falred in the lestivities and had a goced Lirme.

A petrialic theme

The cammillee in clharge, thal consisied o Gerald Kellor,
sperintendenl of MOT: Marbin Racliell, assistani sLpTin
lendent for cusindy, who worved as ehairman Greg Callas,
Father Rigai and Carolyn Suman, kad docoraled the room Ln
red, white and Blig and cenlered eack table with old fasslozed
Viclorian lady slippers helding bady's breath, baker fern and
red. white and bloe llewers. Tlwese had been crealed by Mrs,
Barchiall.

Father Riggi. chaplaln at ihe Marylind Corvectionai
Tralning Cealer and a colleagin of The hooored guest, gave the
imvocatinn, while CIHf Kershner, training oflicer a1 M{1, sorv-
od 2% wigsler of cerernonies.

Tiobert McColley, now superintendent of the Maryland Cor
rectional Camp System and residing in Elldeall City, had a long
associafion with Father Davies and, with longue in clock,
rringled the humaorous wilh the serjous. He noled that the honor
of bwing clocled president of the American Catbolic Uor-
reclional Chaplaln's Assoctation is just cne of thy any boeors
bestowed upon Father Davies. )

“Me i« a member of the local and malional councll of ihe
Bov Scouts of America and has been honored with the Sibver
Beaver Award; he was the creatar of the first Feplorer's Post
in any eorrectional instiiotlon In the United Slales, and, when |
arcompanted bim o & meeting In Allante Cily for a meeling of
The Doy Scouls | saw first band (he tespecl Falbor Davies
received {rom these people.

“He bus been avlive in (he develogmend and has Imple-

inealed selldmprovement programs af MC] and b's kand has
been 3 greal parl of thelr suecess. He Is also 3 member af the
Board el 15 Volusleers of Ammeries '

Storted together

Vir. MoCetley revealed 1hal when be lirst went 1o wark al
MCT an assstant superatendenl Father Davies rame (here 3t
the e chaplain, The relationship has been clese and il was
wil™ 3 great amiunt of humes that b told o one pianer whom
botk Irusced. and o his linesse in geiting away and gelting con-
tratarnd. “He cleancd both cf us oul.” 1he beriner super
Imiendent lacghed, “aml we Dol had faith In Bim and thoggi
wir ookl o sonkelhing loe Rirm."

Fatker Davies' fame with dinners 2t his home were
deerribed. aed the eolebration of his 3Blh anriversary in the
privethond. Beld at Calvert Hall *Ii s a prvilege ta have the
ppreslunity 0 koow amd lo woark with Falher Cavies,” the
feawred speaker =aid. “"He thinks, be plars, Re werks, and he
never belleves thal anything o loo animporianl (o 3o well.™

Quatnig from Gibran's * The Prophel™ he sail, = "When you
pive of your possesaions you give bul litfle, Tt (= when you glive
of woursell 1ma1 youo give moch [1 5 through Rands weh ax hess
that God speaks for Father Davies is a respecter of people's
meeds. Me s 4 man. and 4 Lving wan of God,”

“There are wany joba that & chaplain perlofrms,” saud (he
masier of ooremanies, “He mol galy adei alstes s 10 1he pevds of
e incarcerated bul el Umes winn 7w beavy smle of dbdurbs
arce hangs keavy cver the inslltuticn be can be found walking
amang the enplayes. I is at these tunes thay yoa wilk B the
mea waliing with God.”

Awords ore given

Teore wore proscats, one bumerows one - an oversised
‘spwcin] doput,” goven in recognition of the many donals Father
Dawles bracg= i lo the men bn the coaliv conter cach moreing
e was alsa given a poupd of erdfoe far nix ‘TF'I‘H';JI da]::\' PN
and a @il cerslieats lor one doren donwle Thus was boslowesd,
romplele with a desoriplion af ihe protecdings, by Sgi. flobert
Harihart.

Falber Wigel distsosed (hal the word is oul that The lwe are
doing Welr cooking in a new micro-wave ovon, so he presentid
a micro-wave cooubodd o Falber Davier: while Superin
tenalend Kelter, aller lirsl *straighier ap soome ol the slorbe ot
ot had bees 1ok * gave bim this arcolads “Father [owvies hos
zeon a real, real azssl o the Divisien of Cerrections.” He len
peexctiled him wil® a plagee in recograie of “ e mape voars
af dcdicated service that yom have giver

Julian Brown, sedslonl supedinloiadent al MO jor frenl
mrenl, prescaied Lo & very persanal [riend’ g @ HsHingulshon
Award ' fram Covernor Marein Mandel: and Marlin Rachiell
gave him a plague and a badge making him **an bonorar cor.
reclional offseer.” *This reflects how we leel aboal vou,™ he
aibded.

A vorv special gill, a pabr of boadmcde horsrshors made
intn lexskemils, wax crealed by Charles Barnbacl, wlo, alier
falling off ke vool amd badly injuring Wimsell, returned 1o his
workshon to finish the horseshoes bedore pring to the Tospital
“Thiz glit ruggesls good heullth, gond luck and a sacecezial
carcer,” Chff hershrer told Father Davies whoen presenting if.

The seemaon beging

N was dlme for Falher Dovies. s e for (ke sermnn,”
e 1ol his Bstoners, e described Lbe ruse la gl hitn there even
thaugh be had made ather dinner plans, coling e was pbeased
braood words, “Belng president ol the Anverican Cathulic Car-
v bz ['I-_||:I.|in'\ Asarncdaiion 1< a l|l:|:1|-'_'|>' 'r;h_" he 1;-|.||.|.'1||-.r-|!_
“at one of che privaleges ks that you reccive wail from all over
(he counlry.”
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Paying tribute to Father Davies

Father Jesepk A, Dovies, seoted right, pustor of
St. Joseph's Catholic Church and Calholic enaplain nt
Moryland Carroctional lnshifulion, is shawn with sone
of the gifts he recerved during o leshmonial dinner Fri-
day evening, ond some of the persans who heiped
hanor him,

Seated lelt is Robert McColley, former

lie revcaled that be had been a guidsece counselor 53 a
hws' schond before comng here and (Rat s immediale per-
o fad told hicy, o e Bagerstows and correcl all (he mis-
Vakes you made o goidance.™ *And, sure crough, same of my
graduztes, mere bere! ™

He then mted, “Carrections in Hagerslown is @ vl wly anad

hreed al] its own. 1t ix 2 group of people with wham it 3ea joh ta
wor k. Il s (hose l‘ill"i'.li,,'ll.n‘L dﬁllﬁﬂ Lhedr besl For 1he rdrvidaals with-

-
o 1)

superintendent of Moryland Correclional Training
Center, wha went la MCI 03 ausisfent wperintenclgnt
al the some fime Fother Dovies wen! these 13 years
ofje ot chaplain, hul wha now it superintendent of the .
Marypland Correctiono! Comp System: and tlanding
cander, is Gerald Kefier, supennlendent of MCI.

in fhewr care. We have oo ups and dewns, sor moments of
deapaiz, W are sadly misrepreseated with (he pubdis Many
peple just de ool sndersiand our motives. All things have &
plizve in pulling Degether e pieces of the inmate’s li%e In arder
Toe mabe bl wehale. You can be especially prosd of what you
have done in Hagerstown.™

Al e concloson Father Davies received a five mirule

Flanding oviling, The benedic)ion was given by ibe Reversnd
Glles, Proleatant chaplain al M)



