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Volunteers of America celebrate
80th birthday at Waldorf Astoria

There was a gala celebration
for the 80th anmiversary of the
Valonteers of America jo the
Waldorf Astoria Holel In New
York City this week and several
kxcal persoas were on haml for
this sperial occasion

Lt Colone) Hobert 5. Coles,
director of the Voluntesrs hege,
led the delegation with Father
Joseph Davies, a member of
the board, and Father Kilmare
Riggl. Alsa present were 1wo
sans of (4, Col. Coles, Captain
Nelena Coles and Staff Caplam
Robert N, Cales Jr.. cacrently
altendiog (he University o
Lawisville in Louisvilbe, Ky.

Falher Davies, who is pastor
of 8L Joseph’s Cathalic Charch
im Virginia Ave., had the honor
of giving the invocation al (he
farmal birthday dwner in the
ballraoim of Lhe Waldoerd
Astoris . He was alsa appinted
to the National Advisory Hoard
of the Volynlcers of Amesica at
this ression.

Many sarvices

General Johe F. MiMakon,
who heads the Volunleers and
who has kean %ere In
Hagersiown on several cc-
casions, hay noled that (he
overall policy gumeline of the
Volunteers of America the
national sgcial welfare

urganizalion, 5 flexibllity,

A= it tegins us B0ih year of
service Lo those in aeed ieneral
MeMahon has sard, Tt may be
a rlirhe 12 say 1ha! [he pablic’s
attludes and mores ars chang-
g fastes than our laws and in-
litlngs are adapting to Lhe
mew social Cumate. bul there's
a goad deal of truth in it We're
copung with that diffivulty hy
resirwing reguolariy our
mMogcams 1o make them rele
vam 1o the needs of the com:
NS Served Dy OUr pasts.”

Litipg as an example of the
activities of Ibe Volunleers
arganizalion, General
McManan neled thal in
Vogsion. Texas, the Volunteers
ol America was sel 1o npen a
prw Hal'swav House lor male
aleohelics. But 2% the request o
cily officiale it suddenly was
ceaweried 1o & Tieovery home
for wormen aleohalics. ~'There
are so (rw facilities for women
thal Joral authorilies suggesied
b need for them was more
pressiag than another installa-
lion for men.

Rehobilitation
Faghty years agn. on the Now
York Bowery, the Voluntecrs ol
Amierica roncentrated op
rehasbililating derelicts amd
lorwmer conviels and relleving

poverly in the slwms  Today,
the fcus is InCreasingly on im-
proving the qualily of hie for
low- amd moderale- Income
farmhies. the cideily ad han-
ivapped chillren and adults

Activities operated by (he
Vilaaleers inchide 21 nosprofi;
houting complexes ac-
conmizakaling mobe than 14,000
lepands. aiie  pursing  lones
W ith | 4RT bedds, 25 group homes
lor childrea with family and
bohavioral problems, 12 group
limes for retarded children
and adults, H'Hallwaf Houses
for rehabilitating alenhelics
and len pre-rclease cenlers
whith prepare paroled
prisoners for re-enlry inte
s bl Y

It is in the Tield of pgroup
hames for children with family
anid hehaviocal prodblems (hat
the Volunleers of America in
Hagerstown s asscyialed
There is 2 group hume far heys
nn Migh Steevl and & groud
hame far girls. known as
“Quality W1 Neuse” on §
Prospevt 1., which 15 under Lhe

ihres o of T4 Colenel Roberl
5. Unles and bis wife, LL
{wtanr] Variha Celes.

Many 1ervice zenfars

There are 750 sefvice centere
with 4 variely of prograins,
Aviong themn aurseries for
wlngive-bmund infams, mater
nity hoioes. day Care realers
e thikiern and shellers for
rraway  edolescents, Eamily
~ealers «hick provide health
vare woCdlinnal guidarie and
pecsunal  counseilng. Senior
Utigens Fedlers with health
clig.ers, muttilional and
reereatlonal programs, and
wissiors where pomeless men
are giver food, Tndging.
emplosmen! in shellered
workshops and spirilval
ropeneration,

The work of the Yolunteers of
america 13 all eocompassing
wiel pver vhanging to meet ihe
noeds of the tinke. There is @
weallh of beart thal goes into
all of the dedicated work of its
inembers.





