
[Excerpt used with permission of the author.]
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til ' · 11 c Is) e~11· 11 ·ci a 111a ter's j11 theol d h 
it' · <>gy an t en enrolled · 

11 · I 1· . d e ormation of our values and 
-. 1 l ,n1 1 .. ,11 . c tsl:Ovcre <l lc>t elf 111ytl1s itl th~ 1·t· . 
11 11 ' 1 d , . .. e 1 •gation process. I couldn't 

k t) ~1, s . I C)tJI 11 t tol<:! t ate tl1e l1ypc)cri~y M h b d b 
, > t ,1 ~ ~ .. ,d ~ I · Y us an ecame a Eucha-
g . .11ist 1·. I l a1atc 111yse f fro111 tl1e religion. th t .. 
i,tt 1111 • • • ' e s ructure is insane. I felt I 

t l , l' '(J t1c1tl1 t: 111st1tt1 t 10 11 to resL1r11e my faith ]·f ,, I 
1988 

h 
1 11,\ t< t e. n t e coup e 

d' (lfl•t'll . 

'' 1 "' l i·i f tele1 l1011c i11 tcrview, Serritella declined to d· 
1
. . . 

fl ,, . ISCUSS any 1t1gat1on 
l ,.111 <, tl1 at .. l1cl10 ese. Asked aboltt general issues that a gi·ven d' f . 

111, l ' ,, 1 ocese aces 1 n 
,u h 3,c,, he told n1c : T here are a lot of issues. An issue of fact did the person 
·1 it . ond i \Vh tl1 r t l1ere was any prior knowledge on the part of a supervi­

' ir. Third i ,vl1ctl1er a person h ad been screened for his or her position." Asked 
; J di u the ar 11diocesan po~ icy toward child abuse accusations, he said: "I am 

t ~titl1o1·iz d to s1Jeak on their legal matters. . . . Our firm is not a spokesman fl{) ,, 

for any clients unless specifi~ ally authorized to do so." 

\Xll1t 11 I e111l)a1·kcd on a Chicago Reader assignment, Bernardin and other church 
otti ial de lined n1y interview requests. But in the January 12, 1990, edition of 
tlle ar l1dio a11 weekly paper, Netv World, Bernardin said of the archdiocese's 
attittide in uch cases: ''The child and family are handled with sensitivity and 
conlpa sio11." Detailed guidelines by the vicar for priests were promulgated in a 
Febn1ary 28 , 1 qC)Q, letter to local c lergy: .. 

[P]nit1stc1ki1ig efforts are 111ade to get to the truth of the situation. Complete 

coopert1tio11 is gi11eti to civil at~thorities investiga ting such cases. Counseling is pro­
vided for the victi111s. Psychiatric evaluation of the accused is required. Depending on 

tl1e fi11di119s, t11e appropriate re111edial steps are taken. 
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echoed powerfully in the lives o f two women w 
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· F M I Ebert tama 1 , ' in ederal Way, south of Seattle . arya yce 

of the city in Snohomish. . t an alcoholic. "My mother 
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3 2 8 twenty-five she had five 

11 ere 1n sc 00 
· ent1on a c 

kids. Once a w d She decided on interv . f '. d made her promise to 
band's drinking worsene . 1· . to treatment. A priest rien 

o 1c 1n rown. 

move out tf her u~ f ·t d she left. "I tried so har . round. I never had 
hen intervention at e ' t he was never a . 

my children s a . e deal of faith, and praye , 
f ·1 to help me. I had a great ,, 
amt y d d . t n my own. . ''I t 

The kids didn't think I coul o t o t hi'ldren in Colima, Mexico. wen 
. k' in stree c . C S Sh d about a priest ta ing h' d1·fficult Journey. asa an e re a · me 0 n t 1 s 

the floor got rid of lice, and wor e wb1 . l't'cs Then in t 98 t' a teenager 
' d d d jo tn po t t . , , 

returned to Seattle and Ian e a goo h . herself in front of Adele s car. 
d · ·d by t rowing 

named Theresa committe su1c1 e . . tim In the aftershock, Adele 
esa was an incest v1c . 

d d h to ee eresa s h 
resolved that Go wante er . . . I died a girl like the one s e 

. · · c minister, a gtr / . 

herself had been. What tf someone a e pe 

Plunging into researc , . . ms on the 

as a child. Adele said that if she needed help, JUSt call. . 

family long after he found sobriety. And like Adele, Maryalyce was an incest 
survivor, repeatedly molested as a child by a brother, and later by an uncl~. Wh.en 
the uncle died she began recovering suppressed memories. In 1986, married with 
five kids she wanted to confront the brother she feared. One day at a hospital 
she bum~ed into a chaplain, James McCrea!, who had once been a close family 
friend, taking her two brothers skiing. Although she had not seen h im in years, 
Father Jim's photograph hung in her parents' home. Now h e was remote. Only 
when she reminded him of her brothers did he ask about her parents. 

She had severed ties with her brothers, John and Gregory, both o f who m had 
molested kids. John was in San Diego, sunk in drugs. Therapy had taught M ary­
alyce about dealing with addictive behavior like John's. After listening to women 
at Adele's conference, she flew to San Diego and confronted John; he startled her 
with bitter talk of how Father Jim had molested him. N umb , she returned to 
Seattle and had a cathartic discussion with her parents: Greg had told them the 
same thing. 

She believed that John had done to her what McGreal had sexually imprinted 
on him. Father Jim fired her rage. In autumn, 1986, her mother died. After the 
shroud of bereavement fell away she wanted to make sure McCrea} was not 
preying on kids. He had left the hospital. A nun at the archdiocese said he was 
out of state on a continuing education program. In fact, he was at the Paracletes' 
facility in New Mexico. McGreal was fortunate· the cn·m1·nal t tut f 1· · · 

. · s a e o 1m1tat1ons had expired, and the Seattle to which he returned had )"d f 
d h·1 so 1 programs or pe op 1 es. 
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J ith a therapist experienced ,,.,·th ff 
. n I 0 enders · · 

rv1ew ed1ca ' 
ts op unth 

.. neer1n e 0 . 

L...T·"t c arge . what ' 
- tg argue barring l"t" . s· 

- F rder ' ho directed the archdio . ' t 1gat1on. 1ster f G e cesan counsel1n ce . 

er or c rea Sm · . 

C1 Id F h j· rgy. arya yce told the chancery 
... t .,; e cou n t see at er 1m the press would t h S . 

t ...... _... G l h l ge er story. m1th and Ferder 
~e t at c rea s ou d face his past At Smith' ffi . J 1 ~g h · s 0 ce in u y 1987 Mary-

a . .:e too· notes at t e confrontation. ' 
Greal admitted molesting John but remarked of G ''I , b 1. h . . ,, reg: can t e 1eve e 

--'u a ometh1ng like that. She asked why her broth ld 1. b , er wou 1e a out some-
t g i ·e that. I don t '" fl0\'-1

," said ~1cGreal . ''Maybe he was angry at me." Denial 

·a'"" a c -ness so she to ld him ho\\' John at thirteen had begu 1 t . h - - ' , n mo es tng er 
o _he as four and ho''' a childless uncle saw them and moved on her when 

·ai ed the a\')'. She told him how Greg had run pornographic movie 

~es in a string of cities and \\'as involved in filming some, how he molested 

i 'ids and got _lohn involved in the same theater chain for nine years until 

_ - e eft him after he got shot in a porn-film dispute. "This is the legacy of 
seA.1.1a abuse in my fam ily that you contributed to!'' she shouted at McGreal. 

mith suggested that 1cGreal discuss his past. ''Well ," said Father Jim, legs 

cros·ed eyes closed, "I \Vas molested by a priest when I was thirteen. My mom 
and dad ' ere having a lot of trouble with their marriage and went to him for 
co nseling. They held h im in very high regard. How could I tell them what he'd 
one to me7 So I just kept all of the anger in and later projected that anger on my 

~ cnms. aryal)1ce asked if he saw parallels with her family. "Yes," he said, "all of 

t 
You kne\\' Dad \Vas not a terribly affectionate man and you knew about his 

drin ing. 
Yes I was helping him with that," said McGreal. 

ou took advantage of your knowledge, betrayed my parents' trust and re-

spect and vou betrayed and violated those boys!" 

. ers want from me. cant 

eep my hands off them. They want one thing and I think they want somet ing 

completely different." . . . . self . He can 
llm Smith told her: "Jim is very good at desens1t1z1ng him . . . 

· e sat w en e 

. Parac ete pro . 
. ,, · · e ucat1on. 

· un o a pa 
· d1ct1on an ,, 

I done said McGreal. "I know my ac t 
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d ·bl hollow to her. I d d 
His apology seeme terr1 y h h" treatment was not sec u e : a 

h d" vered t at ts , d 
Not long after that s e isco. . . h tory of St. Theresa s in Fe eral 

1v1n in t e rec 

Way and was a regular celebrant at · f t. e before I found a priest. When 
I k .twas a matter o tm k d h 

ences on child abuse, new 1 . I . d f three nights. Then I as e t e 
Id . y parish cr1e or h d 

Maryalyce to me tt was m ' I told him parishioners a to . · d to come over. 

ntact wit c t re ' 

friended an older couple, who provt e ay 
December 18, 1987, Maryalyce wrote Hunthausen: 

You have set an example to your people and the entire church on ~our stand 
. l p and then not once not twice, but three times [refer-against nuc ear wea ons . . . ' 

ring to victims of McGreal], take this man, who has scarred God knows how many 
beautiful young boys' lives you take him and reshuffle him around from one place 

to another. Sir, with all due respect, this is an atrocity · · · Please remove Fr. 
McCrea! from his priestly duties . . . where he will never hurt another child. 

On February 1 O, t 988, the week after the USCC issued its pedop?ilia state­
ment Hunthausen wrote back that sexual abuse of children was an area he was 

' "just beginning to recognize in its totality." · 
The prelate expressed his sadness over the impact of McGreal's ''disorder'' on 

her family, and assured her that his current assignment in ''limited ministry'' and 
not involved "directly with young people'' had been made after consulting with 
therapists. He offered consolation, saying, ''I know my words can in no way make 
up for the deep wounds caused you and your brothers," and asked her prayers for 
him and his advisors, as he would be praying for her. 

But his soothing words stopped short of what she wanted. Adele implored the 
Rev. George Thomas, the chancellor, to remove McGreal. After coadjutor Arch­
bishop Thomas Murphy spoke at the parish, Adele and several friends followed 
him to his car. She had a memo requesting that McCrea} be moved and parish io­
ners be told. Murphy refused to take it. She continues: ''Father Kramis called with 
a message fro~ t~e archdiocese: they would sue me for breaking confidentiality if 
we made public disclosure about McGreal. I said, 'Nothing's ever been told to me 
in confidence.' '' 

Seven months after Maryalyce's letter McCrea} was st' ll · th h 
F h P I C 

. , 1 1n e rectory w en 
at er au onn, in Port Angeles was indicted on fi f k· · d 

l.b . . h ' ve counts o ta 1ng tn ecent 
1 erties wit young boys. (Conn later went to · ·1 ) Th hd' · 
h f h · . Jat · e arc 1ocese provided 

t erapy or t e v1ct1ms. When Adele learned that KING-TV' ''G d ,, 
I · d· · h s oo Company 

ucer. e e went to the rectory and told McGreal that ·f . 
Maryalyce would go public ''Sh , f 1 1 he did not vacate, 

· es out or reven e '' 11 , 

S . ou nee someone to talk w·th ,, 
tomach churning, Maryalyce sat in th d ' . 1 , come see me. 

· en t e 1 · 

r s ory a out a priest in Federal Way-
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1c, Iii 11amc. Federal Way had two C h 1. 1111 t t r 1 ,., d . at o 1 c p · h 
n 

1 
wcr IJcJ1nl)arde with calls. aris --s and sv1itchboards at 

,, ,( l h. f d 
I l't (>nus 11ow s 1 te to the church T d 

• · •PrJe by Ad·J'6 s 
I M. Ost1"01n attended Mass at St Th , c e, eattle Times reporter 

( ,1r,1 · eresa s on Su 

r,1r1 ' fl k ''F s ram s rst re Aft 
nii~ told the oc : ather McCrea) is a d h· port. er communion 

J<1n pe op 1le '' Fae 
(I 0111)1 stared; an older couple gasped ''H· 

1 
· es crumbled. A w1de-

c r 1s rea y is 
(I Kra111is, as waves of emotion rocked his fl k H a success story, cont1n-

t1 rJc_ • e told 

)c , par1s meeting ~,.: b 
II 

11 Jear·ly, its the secrecy that has angerPd F wou "'" e open to 
n . ~ many at ather fJ, e's · h 
0 tron1. S11c quoted the unnamed pastor fK ram · ''B J par1s , vrote 

1 s J: ecause t ' 

Back-to-back revelations about pedophiles n . . 
d V 

· ow Jeopard.'zed Hunthausen 
wJ1ose grace un er at1can pressure the year befor h d d h· ' 

) h d f 
. e a ma e 1m a hero to 

111ar1y. l-lu11t 1ausen reac e or high ground in a May 25 bt· J . . . 

h 
. '' b k h P 1c etter, 1dent1fy1ng 

McCrea), oping to rea t e cycle of silence that perpet t b . h 
f 

.
1 

,, ua es a use 1n t e 
}1t1n1an am 1 Y. 

I 1.vant to express my deep concern and compassion J or all those whose lives have 
been directly affected by this painful situation I assure them that the Archdiocese will 

do all in its power to provide them with pastoral care in the days ahead. At the same 
time, we wish to create a new atmosphere based on education and dialogue. . . . 

• 

With the parish in an uproar, Chancellor Thomas announced that cGreal 
would be moved. Emotions surged through a parish meeting. Kram1s apologized. 
"Confidentiality was never intended to protect offenders from the consequences 
of their acts," declared one man. ''Why do we have to send him a~'ay?'' a \\'Oman 

tearfu lly cried. ''I cannot see any reason . . . to turn our backs on father Jim. 

That July, after McGrea]'s departure to a ministerial retirement center, al)' ­

alyce, Adele, and Maryalyce's father went to the chancery in hopes of achie\1 ing a 

sense of reconciliation with Hunthausen and Thomas. Adele continues: ' Her fa­
ther tried to explain his pai n in trying to come to grips \Vith his sons, calling 
Hunthausen 'Excellency,' groping to express h imself. H unth_au

1

sen folded his a~n1s 
over his chest and said, 'What do you want me to do about it? I could have cned. 
This man is known for compassion and belief in world peace. When 4aiyal)•ce 
started talking about victims there was no response . I said the archbishop should 
Write a letter to be read at , the pulpits apologizing to the victims. H.~.nthausen 
s 'd 'I ·11 · h a letter at 1 have nothing to apologize for and w1 not write sue · 

' / . 1versa 1st 

rnin· C f th Prevention o exua an 
rster-therapist and director of the enter or e f 

Do . ' · san treatment program or 

offe d . d F h John Heag e, ecame a mo 
n ers, under therapists Sister Ferder an at er 

of its k· d 1n 1 · S · ,, le did not have many awsu1ts 
ays a knowledgeable insurance source: Seatt 
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3 3 2 . ht thing.'1 The greater courage 
the rig . 

· rch is op oran, 

· M ryalyce er . J M1 er e . 
lay in a . f ublic opinion eanne f d common denominator: 
came in a cltmate o p men shared a pro oun 

collectively, they had broug 

• • 
11. 

h r information on pedophilia · ontinued to gat e 

h . ith a coup e t en . . h 
cases which she was s aring w h t I figure in a lawsuit against t e 

' Id was t e cen ra . 
Jane Doe.* Their seven-year-o son h d molested and beaten the boy in 

. h t uburban pastor a . f 11 d archdiocese, charging t a a s Of the many lawsuits I o owe , 
· · I a former nun. 

. ane oe were ust . 

he arc 1ocese a 

· e wa t e c ur 

I · l'ty had s ape t em or e Catholic faith taught the Does, every esson in mora 1 ' 

we followed the Adlai Stevenson Expressway into the glinting sun of a February 

afternoon. ''South Side Irish in this city have always been a different breed: you 
took your identity from your neighborhood, parish, and school." 

He had buddies who had stayed in the old neighborhood, but Doe wore a 

fine dark suit and his home in the suburbs was a world removed from the Chicago 
his forebears found three generations ago. He was an attorney, with a guarded 

quality to his speech, as if to keep memories of the recent past at bay: ''My 
mother and father grew up next door to each other. In the Depression, I've been 
told, when people didn't know what they were gonna eat, neighbor would help 
neighbor with a slab of bacon, a piece of this, a piece of that. My mother took 
care of four older people in two next-door houses. Nobody got medals for it. 
That was the way people lived. I'm the first in my family to finish high school. I 
bought my mother a house a few years ago, but she spends a good deal o f time at 

I '' our pace. 

We drove past row upon row of trim bungalows. As darkened brick and medi­
eval spires of churches emerged and receded, Doe grew animated. "The guys who 
really ran things, the figures you looked up to, were the old monsignors. Just 
about ~very pari s~ in the t 950s had the man who came out thirty years earlier 
when 1t was nothing but farmland and he built the church and built the school 
and was himself a cornerstone of the neighborhood. 

"People would say, 'That's Father Green he built St R·t ' Th 
M · H h h b ' · 1 as. . . . ere goes ons1gnor is en, e uilt St. Gall.' A guy who hut.It f h · h Id 
h . one o t ose parts es cou ave built a factory, could have practiced law or be d Th h d 

en a actor. ese guys a 
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