Diocese struggles with f

Two go public with abuse charges

By KITTY McGARRY
Journal Staft Wiiter

| HECTOR — It is not an casy story
o kel

. But, Bob Schwiderski fecks it is
L impotant. Even (hough it makes hig
s palms sweat, he peeds to alk about
e sexunl ahuse he gays he endared
L years ngo as an jlkar boy at St John's
+Catholic Charch In Hector.

o Schwiderski, along with two other
1 former altar boys, is suing the church
and the Diocese of New Ulm. The
‘e, now in their 40, have sccused
“the Rov, Wim. J. Marks of sexually
+ mbuising Wiem. Miorks served in Hecior
WID’}Q n 1954 and 1961, He died in

The suil, which was filed at the cod
ol April, is abgit oblakning treatment
and healing the pain, said

ki, whonow lives in Ranier, in north-
em Minnesota.

“1 wam my mental health back . 1
want (0 be able to comect mistskes
I've mnde with my family," be said. "1
want 1 make sure my offspring an:
ot re-victimized becasse of actions 1
have for things | can't coatrol”

Schwiderski and another of the for-
mer Hector alinr boys, Robert Phil-
lips, have come forward 1o speak
publicty aboul their experience on the
advics of their therspists, Schwidons-

ki has spoken o two Twin Cities
newspapers, as well as his homedown
nEWs :
“My own menm! heatth says 1 have
o get it off my chest .. get itoul. By
tnlking about it, T ehange the power of
this thing," Schwiderskl said,
Another reason hie is speaking out
is becanse he fs convinced there ane

others who were victimized by
Marks, He hopes hls siory will help
them realize they wene viclims and
that they need help. L
Schwidersii became an slar boyin
1956. He was seven years old,
What shoald have been o lime o
buitd a basis of faith for life nasad
destroyed his fuith, he sabd. :
The abose allegedly began wilh
whiskerrubg and hugs, he sald. “From
that, he expanded his abuse through

kidsing, fondling," and finally, simu= ||
Twied nterenurse, Schwidersidl said, ||

In 1962, the parenis of ancther aliag
boy confromied the rusices of the
church about slleged sexual abuse,

Schwiderski sald. Marks Wwas then

transferred 1o St Clotikie fn Green

Valicy, whichwis his last assignment.
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belore he retired.

Schwiderski struggles with feel-
ings of shame and gilt, and lack of
understancing what had happened.
The others never said anything about
the incidents, he said.

After high school, Schwiderski
entered the military and served in
Vicanam. After three years in the ser-
vice, he went 1o school for a while,
without any real direction.

“In the service | staried o drink and
do drogs. Afier the service, that sl
did not stop,” he said,

In the mid-1970s, he bought 2 bar
in Bird Islond. Later, he moved inio
the economic development field,
achigving success for a few different
Minnesota cities. During this time, he
had married and staned a family,

However, in 1989, “everything just
kind of came crashing down .., that's
when | realized the aned guili.”

He guit a job where he held the s~
tus of dirscior for the first econemic
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development authorliy in Minacsot,
“1 just kind of diopped out com-
pletely ... my marriage was i
up... I just couldn't cope anymore.
couldn’t concentrase,” be said, At the
#ame tme, his three children were
about the tame age he was when (he
alleged abuse place. One of his
soms even became an alur boy,

He couldn't go o church on Sun-
day anymore, which cansed
with his wifie, a devout Catholic. They
finally divorced in law 1989,

When the James Porter sexusl
abuse case began receiving national
attention, Schwiderski began mlﬁut
the pieces togedher and realired that
hewnsnulh::mm Ly have the
&

late 1992, he began 1o contact the
“Boys of Hector," &3 he calls them, 1o
see i anyone else was having simikir
problems in their Life.
“The patiern of the Boys of Hector,
was a general understanding of, yeah,
i wis imppening,” be said.

Schwiderski is now in therapy once
a weck and wkes medication 0 treat
depression, He is seeking reatment at
the Rogers Memorial ital near
Milwankee 2nd asked the New Ulm
Diccese 1o fund the reatment. The
program there is specifically sct up
for victims of ¢ abuse, he said.

However, Schwiderski said, (he
diocese's response was: “for that t
of treatment [ should be suicidal.”

Psychologist Eugene Burke —
Bishop Raymond Lucker's delegnie
in mallers peraining o sexual :ﬁj‘
conduct — confirmed Lhal the request
had been made through Schwiters-
ki's attomey.

evidence thal residentinl treatment
are betier than outpatient
treaments, he said.

“We looked at the pattern of treat-
ment before,” Burke said. The dio-
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cese was not convinced that
Schwiderski had tried out-paticnt
trealment on @ continual basis,
Schwiderski finds fault with that
ling of thinking.
*Because | was having a hard tme

dealing with this thing, it was felt by
professionals that an in-patient group

: specifically dealing with my
m — because 1I'm a victim of
clergy abuse — would be ideal eat-
ment” he said, 1 don’t want to fall
into a suicidal depression and then

w;-'. now help me.™
of all, Schwiderski wants 1o
better and get on with his life.
king publicly about it has helped,
e said,

_ “For & while, T had the guill. But,
It's been addressed 10 me that 1'm ihe
wictim 50 1 have nothing 1o be guilty
of." he said. “But, the shame is there,
By being able 1o talk shout it these last
‘couple weeks, T feel that the shame
issuc is leaving."
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The diocese is not denying that the
alleged misconduct could have taken
place. However, Burke said he could
not tlk about the specific delails of
this case. L

"ot tnlking aboul this particular
case .., but, these things happen,” he
snid. “We're a church, we have a mis-
ghon 1o aid and assist people. That
remaing even for these people.

“After all thess logalities are over,
we don't go home ... we still have a
bond, a responsibality o these peo-
ple,” Burke said. ;

The church is still leaming how
ck_&imm thesa kinds of inchdents, he
st

The first case in the nation came to

national agention in 1981, he said.
Since then, the Catholic Church and
New Ulm Diocesa have worked o set
up policies 10 deal with sexual offen-
ders within the clergy.

*] feel sorry for these bishops who
were thrown into these sitwations and
didn’t know what they were doing
and they acted like they did,” Burke
suid. “ and we apologize "

Years ago, when it was suspected
that 8 menber of the clergy was
engaging in misconduct, they were
often relocated, Burke said.

Marks was relocated from St
John's 10 5t Clotilde’s in 1962 fol-
lowmg allesations from parents that
he was sexually obusing their son,

aceording 10 Schwiderski,

“They didn’t know any beller,
We're not shying away from the fact
that these «ings happened.” Burke
safdd. “We're just as devastaed.,.”

Since that first case surfuced in
1981, Burke smid, the church Fas
made strides. In fact, he has recently
finished writing a set of documenis
catlining policy for dealing with alle-
gations of sexual mi uct,

They were wrilten not becauss the

llegations have become more wide-
i bu[bocuusethﬂ;‘::wssﬂ@“ﬂ
Licy, Burke sai
“"Tﬁﬁ d.gcmms were dlso wrillen
4o that church members could relax
within them, said Paola Marti, direc-

1o of cominunications for the New
Ukm Diocese.

“They can be confident that ¢
will be handled consistently,” Marti
said. “That people will be safe within
thase structures.”

“The church’s atention has been
got,” Burke said. “And while we can’t
undo the past, we can try lolrcpwlhc

damage that's been done.” ’
There are three cases going on in
the Dipcese right now, Marti said.

Alzo accused of sexual misconduct
have been the Rev. Douglas Schigis-
man, and the Rev. Michael Skoblik,
whir died in 1989, Legal procecdings
in the Schleisman case began in June
1993 and proceedings in the Skoblik
case began in Oc . 1993,



