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Former prieat says he warnad of acts againat children

By Colin €. Haley and Della Klamovich

The Patriot Ledger : “ )

A former priest who worked with the Rev. John J. Geoghan in hia first
asgignment said he warned church officials 3@ years ago about Geoghan’s
pahavior with children.

But Geeghan continued as a prieat for the next 30 years, moving from
parish to parish, allegedly molesting more than %0 children.

‘+1 don’t know thet it could have been atopped,’’ said Anthony J.
Benzavich, who servad with Geoghan at Bleased Sacrament in Saugus in the
sarly 198Qa.

Benzevich alao served at St. Clare‘s in Braintree and othear parishes .
before leaving the priesthood to get married. He said Geoghan’s behavior was
a fastor in hia decision to leave.

‘sI could see that achéthing wes amiss in Saugus, vears ago; “*-and told
church officiala, Benzavich said. *'I didn’t get anywhers.’’

Published reporte yesaterday baeaad oOn unnamed sources asaid the Arehdiccese
of Boaton has paid millions of dollars to pecple who claim Geoghan molested
them.

The archdiccese acknowledged there have bean settlements in the Geoghan
cases, but refused to discuss details, issuing only a general statement about
aadneas;at“‘apisodes of clargy sexual miseonduct.’’ The statement did not
admit reaponsibility for Geoghan’s behavior, nor epologize directly to his
alleged victima. e

Tn addition to the .¢ivil Cades, the Suffolk County district attorney’s
office is inveatigating allagationa againat Geoghan. They may be ready to
present et least one caae toc a grand jury by fall. _

While pleased the church is providing sone compensation to the alleged
vietims, Benzevich said Gacghan has nevar been properly punishad.

~*If Geoghan geta off scot-iree, . . . others will do the same thing,’’
grenzevich said. *‘He should nevaer be allowed to take part in any church
activities.’”’

Benzevich, who now lives in Derchaster, said he became suapicious when
Geoghan repaatedly brought &hildren to the rectory and met with them for long
pericda of time Dbehind closed doors.

© s“They would come cut in various states of undress. He would put his
jacket over tham and said he was trying to show them how to be little
priests,’‘ Benzevich 53¥9¢
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Benzevich said he was branded saa a troublemaker for reporting Geoghan.
Benzevich aaid church officiale hinted that he might be sent to do missicnary
work in Peru if he parsistad.

Benzevich recently picketed ocutside Massee held to halp heal victims of
clargy saxual abuae.

Although he hea been a mail handler for the poatal gervica for years,
Benzevich said pecple who come to him for help with their disillusionment
with the chureh atill call him **father.”’’

**They want to see Jjusticae, aa I do. They uant to see aomething happen to
alleviate tha bitterness bncauaa o£ Geoghan doing what hae did,“’ Benzevich
said.

He said he atill venerates the church,.

Archdiocesan spokesman John Walsah, while declining to comment on
Benzevieh or Gecghan, said the churgh aims for juatice and healing for
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victima of aexual.abuaa.by clergy.. He said stepa have. been..teken to-address
the problenm. '

*“In the last five, six yeara, we’ve talked a great deal abaut this
tarrible issue,’’ Walsh said.

**There are pending lagal claims and a criminal inveatigation (regarding
Geoghanl}, so we just don‘t think it’s appropriate to discuss the detaila of
the casgse,’’ Walsh said. “But 28 things devalop, we’'ll try to respond with as
nuch information as we can.

‘Walsah emphasized the church reapects the rights of victima to =meek

" redresa through the courts.

*‘When somsone conas to us. for ‘pastoral support or counaeling, we make
sure they underatand they have rights in the area of civil litigation or
eriminal complaints,’’ Walah asaid. ‘‘Their access to theas servicas will
continuae, aven if the individual chooses to purmsue civil litigation or
criminal chargea, and we’ll cooparate fully with civil authoritias in any
investigations.’’ ,

In tha asrly 19605, Geoghan was regarded as a priest with energy and
charjisma. He was eapeciaslly popular with children. He started baseball and
basketball teams and refriended altar boys who were honored to serve Mass for
him.

John Sacco of Seugua was one of those boys. Sacco, 37, =aid Geoghan vwas
like a surrogate father to him and his five siblings. But Gaoghan betrayed
their truat and took advantage of thair devotion and frmandshlp, Sacca asaid.
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In February 1997 the Sacco family vecana the third to file a lawsuit
againat Geoghan. Tha suit alleged that 11 family nambers ware sexually and
paychologically abusaed by Geoghan betwaan 1962, when he wasa aasigned to the
Blassed Sacrament Parieh in Seugua, and the early 1980s. Since the Saccos and
othara went public, dozena of people have cone forward with similar shocking
charges. ‘

Sacco, 37, alac declined to comment on any sattlement of his family’s
lawsuit.

»+J’d like to make a astatement but T am not allowed to talk abcut the
man, the factsa or the church, *’ he said in e telephone interview yeaterday.
“+T am atill weiting to be healed. Thet will only come when the church doea
the right thing.”’’

Tha *‘right thing,’’ Sacco said, is for church leaders to admit they made
2 miataka by not protecting young pariahioners fxom Geoghan and providing
r¥agtment to victims. .

A meriea of Masses were hald last £all in an attempt to heal some of the
apiritual scara .left by prieats who committied sexual abuse. But many vietims
falt the church still was not taking enough responaibility for the actions of
its priesats. . . . : '

Geoghan served as pastor at St. Paul‘’a from 1968 to 1974, but hase not
bemn publically accused of molesting Hingham children.

.--- He alac-served at St. Andrew’s in Boston”s -Forest ‘Hill neighborhood, Sti'
Brendan’s in Dorcheatar and St. Julia‘’s in Weston, as well as Blessed
Yacrament in Sauguas.

Geoghan, 63, ia living in a Scgton homa for ratired priests. He has
declined to comment on the allegations againat him.

Mitchell Garabedian, a Boston lawyer handling a dozen lawsuita atill
pending againat Geoghan and the Archdicceae, said two more alleged victims
cana forward yeatarday. .

Garabedian would not say whather other clienta of his have agresed LO
settlements.
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