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6 years later, a former Yonkers priest is
quietly defrocked

AFRIL

7

Bacl in 2005, several Mew York prizsts who had been accusad of
sexual sbuse were defrocked at once by the Vatican.

But there were other priests accused of abuse, priests who had
been remaoved from ministry years before, whose cases were nat
closed.

Mot surprisingly, no word was given on when their cases might be
zdcreszad.

Every now and then, one such priest is quietly defrocked—er, in
Cathaolic parlance, "returned to the lay state” or "dizsmissed from the
clerical stare.”

1 waas finally flipping through the latest editicn of Catholic New York
and saw this brief near the bottom of page B:

ol
Ir accord wiith the provisions of the Charfer for the Bratmstion .Z'J'
of Children amd Young People of the ULS. Conference of Cabholic
Bishops, the following priest of the Archdipcese of NMew Yok,
having had his cose pressabed to b Congregabion for bhe
Dockine of the Faitk, has been dismissed fom the clencal

siate: John Lenmon

&nd that's it

Lennon was the 74-year-old pastor of 5t John the Baptist Church in
Yonkers and a Yorkers Fire Department chaplain when he was
removed in April 2002—just as the national sex-abuse orisis was
exploding. He weas accused of abuse from his days 25 a teacher and
sdministrator at Cardinal Hayes High Schoal in the Bronx, more
than 2 decade before.

Days later, an official from the archdiccese told the parish that the
allegations against Lennon were "unsubstantiated” and that Lennon
was insisting on his innecence.

Mensignor Edward O'Donnell, then vicar of priests for the
archdiocese, said:

It wes my hope et this whole thing would be resolved vnr_li‘;'r 4
guickly, wery expediliously, smd a¥ Ehis noforety wowld have
bemr ponececeany. oo i has fxloen more Sime to get to bhix
than I had hoped and [ had snbicpated, so I'm sory for any
disaproimbment or confusior Ghat may have been caused by the
daiay in winch information came o you.

Six ymar later, #'s salfe (o say that the cas= was not handle=d guickly or
mxpeditioushy.

Lennon’s acoueser played on the hockey team at Cardinal Hayes in
the mid-1970s, when Lenron was in charge of athletics, The man
zlleged that Lennon fondled him on weskend trips.

For manths, supporters of Lennan protested his removal. Seme
doubted the credibility of Lennon's accuser, But things have been
quiet for some tme now.

Lennon is said to be living in Maine,
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ABDUT THIS ELOG

Religion writer Gary Stem comments on news
e ds in the world of religion — in the
Lowsr Hud=on Valley and beyvond.
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Gary Stern’s new book
Can God Intervene?
How Religion Explains

Natural Disasters

surveys how our major faiths
make sanaq of tha 2004
twunami & othar arts of God

Click to order it now from Amason.com

Click to order it now from BarnessNobl
ABDUT THE AUTHOR

Gary Sterm has covered religion for Tiee Joumal

Mews for & d=cade. He's reporbed on just about

every major religious groug in New York's

spiritusl mix and covered many of the significant

trends, stories and people of the dmy.

Thv= world of refigion, we dor't
you, is wast. The

{ thiz blog is for Stem to
noie, flag and comment on some
of the more interesting r=Bgious
develppments on the scene -
weighty and quirky, somber snd
Imughebie, far awsy =nd just down the rosd, He
wzn't interprat Scrigture, take =ides in conflicts
or judge anyone. Sut he will Eake sdvantage of
the journalist’s ficense to chs=rve.

Sle=rn ‘was o =ry of taking on the neligicn
bemat. It's & zen subject, you know_ Bul =
wize adibor Todd him "Just cover it like you would
cover sy hing.”

Sino= Than, he's l=amed = k27 about many Rard-
to-define elements of religicus lif=, induding the
medern meaning of religious hizlzry, the myriad
ways that peopls reconcile their Meith with
myeryday life, and the unspoken cuftursl

o= Chat help to defline =sch f=ith sed

He's won some awsrds slong the way, including
the two highest honors given by The R=ligion
Mewswrilers Associstion: National Pefigion Writ=r
of e Yesr (2001} and Mationsl Religion
Reporter of the Year {2005).




