
The Catholic 480.726.7773 v.ww.AMERICAREHOSPlCE.COM 

HEWS VlWS BISOOPOOISlID Bloo flUlSIBOOKS stliBU.MSCAWW.IJt russJl£DS .I.BOOT 

Vatican dismisses Fushek from clerical 
state following investigation 
Robert Oefro""".oo I fobnJ.ry 16, ",,10 11 C<mmont 

A former East V alley pastor has lleen officially dismissed from the pri esthood, officials for the Diocese 

of Phoenix announced Feb 16 

D.le Fushe k was recently notified of his dis missallrom the cleric.1 state , • process mo st often referred 
to as i aiciz.tion · The Vatic.n 's Congregation for the Doctrine althe Faith had !>e en irrvestigating the 
former pastor of SI Ti mothy Parish in Mesa and one -ti me ,,;car general for the diocese for his alleged 

sexu.1 aoose of minors The V atican 's findings in that im'estigation resulted in his re mova llrom the 

pri esthood 

Questions and AnswefS: On bei~ dismissed from the delical state 
Pope Benedict XVI ordered the dismissal according to a diocesan statement This means Fushek is no 

longer bound to the duties and obl igations he incurred upon ordination to the JKiesthood in t978 and he 

no longer has the rights of a cleric under Church law A s a result , Fushek can no longer refer to himse~ 

as ' r",,,,rend: ' monsignor" and 'father ' 

Bishop Thomas J Olmsted rece"",d the ' Decree of Dismissal' in January fro m the V atican 

congregation notifyi ng him that the laicization had lIeen imposed on Fushek as a penalty for acts of 

sex ual aoose of minors 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith addresses ' sexual sins' perpetrated by pri ests and 

deacons against minors , according to Church law 

Fushek, 57 currently faces charges on seve ral misdemeanor counts of sexual misconduct in San Tan 

Justice Court The ~ndings by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith relate to Fushek' s status 

as a pri est only and have no lIearing on any cri minal or c MI case that he may lie involved in 
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Vatican dis""sses Fushek from derical state 

follo"';n ~ investi~ation 

Friends, Faceoook followers mourn death of 

youn~CatflOlic 

Year of Faitf1 adMties aimed at bfin~ in ~ 

Catf10lics doser to Jesus 

'Charter' report prc,.,;des look back at tO years of 

healing ";dims, proteding ""n(}l's 

'Confess ion Is Beautiful' at st. Mne Parish 

Su~rtth! Socidyof st VJWI1t d! Pa ul 



"The Catholic Ourch is 'I1!ry cOf'cerned aboot th e we~are and spO ntual health of the alleged ,,;cti ms of 
sexual aoose by clerllY ' sa,d F, Cnns F'aser ,..d ,c ,al ..car lor the o.ocese of Phoenix_ 

The i""" st'g.at,Of' by th, COf'Q"eg.at'on for thl Ooctnnl of the Faith was mlt,ated a few years agoo 
according to F, F,au, ",,"0 OS an upeot on Church law The o.ocese of Phoenix cooP'"rated 'Mtn tnu 
i""" stog.atoon 00(:' tne alllg.alOons Wilre found to hlMl credibility 

Fusnek was mad, aware oflnl 'fI'I1!SI'gaI'on and of hOI nghl 10 defend h,mself He wa s also irmted 10 
halle canonlC3I counSII 

Fushek was excommunlC~ted ~m Inl Cnurch on 2008 for hOI corrt,nued ,nvo/vement wrth a small 
Mesa-based /atth anembly call..:! Inl PnuSl and Wonh,p Center - I Censure tha! camed wrth ~ the 
consequence of bemg forbIddin from r6CI"'"9 Ihe Euchan,1 celetnlmg Mass or panlC'pallng III other 
sacraments of the Church H, wu aI,o barr..:! from representmg hlmsd ~s ~ priest Despite Ius 
dismissal from the cleneal stat, the penally of excomtnulllCat,on rema,ns III place according to 
dious,," oIIic,31s 

"There 05 no doubt that the Church hll been scandalized by the aoo,e of minors by Catholic cI~rgy ' 

Fr Fras~r n ,d What makes Ih .. cast unoqut .. Ihat Ihere" an addil,onal scandal related to the 
SCh05ma11C actMlles of Ihe Pr .. se and Worsh,p Center Consequently those who suppaot and promote 

Fushek', public mln'stry must be mll>(Iful of tht spontual danger and gr"''' harm the" act,ons create by 
s uppaot'ng and "l1ending hos seMen ' 

Fus hek gain ed prOminence throlighOll1 the 1980s and 1990s for co·foonding L~e Teen an intemat,onal 
youth mi nist ry progr"m BIShop Olmsted suspended hiS lacu~ l es in late 20~ aIIer an allegat ion was 
made that Fusho k ong"9od In Inappropnlle behll'o1or In the presenct of a mi nor at the Mesa parish in 
1985 Fushek later reSignod as th e pastor on Jun. 30 2005 

In the diocese's statoment thi S week Bis ho p Olmsted upressed his Concern for Catholics ",,"0 may IK! 
mi sled or confu sed by th o continUing actions 01 Fushek pa ~lc u l ar1y as they relate to the Praise and 
Worshi p Ce nt er o.ocosan ofllel8l s "mind ed CatholiCS th at any Ce re""""es - baptis ms wedd ings 
cOf'fessiOf's and th e ,nCON lng of thl lICk - performed by Fus he k or others at the Praise and Worshi p 
Cente, are not leglt",.no sac'aments for CatholICS and woold not be ,ecogn lz ed by the Catholic 
Cnurcn 

The bisnop ashd for Inl dioc"I" Catncbcs 10 pray for recOO(:iliat,on and healing in Ihi s srtualoon 
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About the Aullu (N.Rh0l' Pralle) 

Robeot DeFrancISCO" Ih, n5oc'ate publ,.her of The Catholic Sun the newspaper and 
_bsu seMng the /atthful of Ih, Dooces, of Phoenox He has been " member of The 
Catholic Sun $Once 2000 DeFrancnco also leM. as the director of communlCat,ons for the diocese 
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