
get it corrected. There are priests that can be corrected 

and others that cannot. And, unfortunately, some do 

not even pose the issue to their bishop. 

SKORKA: What do you mean by "corrected"? 

BERGOGLIO: That they would do penance, that 

they would maintain their celibacy. The double life 

does not do us any good, I do not like it; it means sus~ 

taining deceit. Sometimes I tell them: "If you cannot 

deal with it, then make up your mind?' 

SKORKA: I would like to make a distinction be

tween a priest who falls in love with a woman and con

fesses, and pedophilia, which is something completely 

different. It is a very serious problem that needs to be 

rooted out completely. It is another story if it is just 

two adults having an affair or falling in love with each 

other. 

BERGOGLIO: Yes, but they need to correct the 

situation concerning pedophilia. We can rule out that 

celibacy carries pedophilia as a consequence. More 

than 70 percent of the cases of pedophilia occur in the 

family and in the neighborhood: grandparents, uncles, 

stepparents, neighbors. The problem is not linked to 

celibacy. If a priest is a pedophile, he is a pedophile 

before he is a priest. Now, when this happens, you can 

never turn a blind eye. You cannot be in a position of 

power and destroy the life of another person. In my 

diocese it never happened to me, but a bishop called 

me once by phone to ask me what to do in a situation 

like this and I told him to take away the priest's facul-
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ties, not to permit him to exercise his priestly ministry 

again, and to initiate a canonical trial in the tribunal 

that corresponds to that diocese. For me, that is the atti

tude to have; I do not believe in the positions that some 

hold about sustaining a certain corporate spirit so as to 

avoid damaging the image of the institution. That solu

tion, I believe, was proposed at some point in the United 

States: to move priests from one parish to another. That 

is stupid because, in that way, the priest carries his 

baggage with him. The corporate reaction carries such 

a consequence, and because of that I do not believe in 

these ways out. Recently, in Ireland, they uncovered 

cases that occurred for twenty years, and the current 

pope clearly said: "Zero tolerance with this crime?' I 

admire the courage and the straightforwardness of 

Benedict XVI on this point. 

SKORKA,":'-In Judaism we do not have the type of 

religious hierarchy that the Church does. Therefore, 

each congregation is on their own to monitor their 

religious leaders. There is an aphorism in Talmudic 

literature55 that says, "Respect everyone, and suspect 

them as well?' Every man has to struggle with his 

feelings and can make . mistakes; therefore, congrega

tions have to have some kind of control mechanisms 

in place where the rabbis keep watch over their dis

ciples, and vice versa. When a rabbi is found to have 

behaved incorrectly, he should be removed from his 
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Bcrgoglio: Que hagan penitencia. que guurden su celi· 
bato. La doble vida no nos hace bien, no me gusta . significa 
sustanciar la fa lsedad. A veces les digo: "Si no lo podés so· 
brellevnr, dccid ite~. 

Skorko: Me gustar ía adarar que una C08Il ClI el cura que 
se enamoro de una chica y se conliClla. y otra muy distinta 
son 108 cal108 de pcdofilia. Eso hay que cortarlo de cuajo. es 
muy grave. En tanto dos pen¡onas adultas tengan un amorío. 
que se a men. es otra cosa. 

Bergoglio: Sí. pero que se corrijan. Que ell'Clibato trai · 
ga como consceuencin la pedolilin estÁ dellCn rtado. Más del 
setentll por ciento de los Cll808 de pedofilin SI! da en el en· 
torno fnrnilinr y wdnlll: !.huelos. t íOll. pndrnstro~. v~'Cinos. 
EI]lroblcmll no está vinculado con el celibnto. Si un cura es 
pcdófilo. lo es untes de ser cura. Ahorn. cuando eso ocurre. 
jamás huy que hacer la vista gorda. No ti(! puede estar den tro 
de uno. posición de poder y des t rui rle la vida a otra pen¡onll. 
En la di6cesis nunca me palIÓ. pero un obispo me llamó unll 
vel. por teléfono para preguntarme qué había que hacer en 
una si tuación así y le dije que le quitara las licencias. que 
no le permitiera ejercer más el lIacerdocio, y que iniciaru un 
juicio canónico en el tribunlll correspondiente a esa diócesis. 
!'nra mí. ésn es In actitud a tomnr. no creo en In! posiciones 
que plantean sostener cierto espírilU corporativo para evita r 
danar In imagen de la institución. Esn solución creo que se 
propuso alguna vez en los Estndos Unidos: ca mbia r a los 
curns de parroquia. Eso es una es tupidez porque. de esa ma · 
nera. el cura ti(! lleva el problema en lo mochi la. La reacción 
corporativa lleva a ta l consecuencia. por ellO no acuerdo con 
CIIIlS salidas. Recientemente. en Irlanda se destaparon casos 
que llevaban como vein te a ños. y el Pnpa ac~u!l l dijo clara· 
mente: "Tolerancia ccrocon ese crimen~. Admiro la valentia 
y la recti t ud de Benedicto XVI e n este asunto. 
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