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Popular priest takes leave of absence
BY GLORIA LaBOUNTY / SUN CHRONICLE STAFF
May 10, 2001

ATTLEBORO — Parishioners of St. Stephen's Church were stunned by an announcement during
last weekend's Masses that their beloved pastor, the Rev. William Boffa, had taken a leave of
absence for treatment of depression.

“ We were certainly very surprised,” said Claire Beauregard, a long-time parishioner who said there
had been no indication that Father Boffa would be leaving.

“ All of our family holds him in very high regard. He is a wonderful priest and pastor,” Beauregard
said. “ It was a shock and a disappointment for us.”

The announcement was made in the form of a letter from Father Boffa to the parishioners. It was
read at all the Masses by the Rev. James Morse, who has been assigned temporarily to the church
on South Main Street in Dodgeville.

Father Boffa said in his letter that he requested a leave of absence to deal with issues related to
stress and depression. He asked parishioners to pray for his healing and his return to priestly
ministry, and thanked them for their support during his five years as their pastor.

Father Boffa also said in his letter that he would always have a fondness for “ the little church with
the big heart.”

John Kearns, spokesman for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Fall River, said Wednesday the leave
had been granted by Bishop Sean O'Malley based on Father Boffa's request.

Kearns said there is no set time period for the leave. He said Father Boffa has asked that his
whereabouts not be announced.

Father Morse will now be serving in a temporary capacity, Kearns said. His most recent assignment
had been at Our Lady of Victory Church in Centerville.
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Beauregard was a lector at the 8 a.m. Mass last weekend, and said she had no idea that Father
Boffa had asked for a leave until Father Morse read the letter.

“ A lot of us were moved to tears,” she said.

Beauregard was so choked up that she said she could not finish leading the opening prayer.

“ Everyone is concerned for him,” she said. “ We are all hoping he is OK.”

Beauregard said she was astonished to hear about the depression after the wonderful year that
Father Boffa and the parish had in 2000 in celebrating the 125th anniversary of St. Stephen's, and
the 25th anniversary of Father Boffa's ordination.

Yet she said she can understand the stress that pastors experience in trying to handle all the duties
and obligations of a parish, even a small one such as St. Stephen's.

“ We hope this leave of absence will be sufficient for whatever ails him,” Beauregard said. “ We all
love him and miss him, and hope he is well.”

GLORIA LaBOUNTY can be reached at 508-236-0333 or via e-mail at
glabounty@thesunchronicle.com.

Daily Finance Stories | Sponsored

Brooklyn Textiles | Sponsored

The Jerusalem Post | Sponsored

David Muir Is Happily Married To His Partner

Clorox Disinfecting Wipes Are Back In Stock Here

The Israeli-made face mask Everyone Is Talking About in the US
Anti-viral Masks Coated in Zinc Oxide Nano-Particles.

Slotomania | Sponsored

Most Slots Players Don't Know This

mailto:glabounty@thesunchronicle.com
https://www.dailyfinancestories.com/celebrity-couples-david-muir/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=townnews-thesunchronicle&utm_content=6834205_1186560&utm_campaign=6834205#tblciGiDccb91Ubrya2f5tw4jxZ-_1GxYln0pefp4smexlzPxVSCxlksoiPz20qbjhIk8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-thesunchronicle&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%207:
https://brooklyn-equipment.com/collections/all/disinfecting-wipes?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiDccb91Ubrya2f5tw4jxZ-_1GxYln0pefp4smexlzPxVSDdxE8oy7SI6uCu5vYk#tblciGiDccb91Ubrya2f5tw4jxZ-_1GxYln0pefp4smexlzPxVSDdxE8oy7SI6uCu5vYk
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-thesunchronicle&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%207:
https://www.jpost.com/health-science/israeli-made-mask-eliminates-over-99-percent-of-coronavirus-lab-tests-suggest-644434?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=JPost_99_US_PC&tblci=GiDccb91Ubrya2f5tw4jxZ-_1GxYln0pefp4smexlzPxVSDq3U8ogrv4scj1_NfNAQ#tblciGiDccb91Ubrya2f5tw4jxZ-_1GxYln0pefp4smexlzPxVSDq3U8ogrv4scj1_NfNAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-thesunchronicle&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%207:
http://play-4-fun.com/os15a?pid=taboola_int&lv=1&clickid=GiDccb91Ubrya2f5tw4jxZ-_1GxYln0pefp4smexlzPxVSCMs0corKu5zeqDjfJF&af_c_id=6268165&af_ad_id=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F7c9205d7014c1771d00735d935faff36.jpg&af_siteid=townnews-thesunchronicle&af_sub_siteid=Most+Slots+Players+Don%27t+Know+This&af_sub1=1186560&af_sub2=Most+Slots+Players+Don%27t+Know+This&af_sub3=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F7c9205d7014c1771d00735d935faff36.jpg&af_sub4=2927935736&af_cpi=%7Bcost_bid%7D&c=SM_.com_US_Video_Exposed_RON&ch=ua&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral#tblciGiDccb91Ubrya2f5tw4jxZ-_1GxYln0pefp4smexlzPxVSCMs0corKu5zeqDjfJF
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-thesunchronicle&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%208:

