
4th October 2017

Post #138, 4 Oct. 2017

 [https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-
t7m1MAX6cyA/WdUZPdCuV3I/AAAAAAAAVdU/VKgZLlJ31qAUll0axOiFddYtE6XF7kIAQCLcBGAs/s1600/Screen%2BShot%2B2017-10-

04%2Bat%2B11.48.20%2BAM.png]

1977 Dome, p. 182
 

Many of our classmates have widely varying opinions about Father James
Burtchaell, C.S.C. The first two adjectives about him that come to my mind
are brilliant and controversial. Classmate Dan Saracino had this to say about

In Memoriam: Rev. James Tunstead Burtchaell III, C.S.C.
(1934-2015)



how Father Burtchaell impacted Dan's Notre Dame experience and career
choice in an interview this past June (link
[https://notredameclassof1969blog.blogspot.com/2017/06/an-interview-with-
69-domer-dan-saracino.html] ):

There were many great homilists at Notre Dame…I got hooked on
those late-night hall Masses and got to know many of the priests
personally, especially Father Burtchaell, who said Masses at Dillon Hall
on Thursday nights. His homilies were brilliant…As our graduation
approached, Father Burtchaell asked me what I was going to do. I told
him I planned on going to ND’s law school. He asked, “Do you see
yourself as a lawyer?” I told him no. Then he asked, “Do you love
Notre Dame? Why don’t you give us a year in admissions? You can
take advantage of our tuition remission program and take some
courses.” I forgot law school and went to work in admissions.

James T. Burtchaell, C.S.C. graduated from the Notre Dame with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in 1956:

James T. Burtchaell, C.S.C.
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Bachelor of Arts, magna cum laude

Notre Dame, Indiana
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Below are Father Burtchaell’s obituary and his autobiographical essay
celebrating his Golden Jubilee as a Holy Cross priest. Father Burtchaell’s
body rests next to Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh’s in Holy Cross Cemetery.
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Update, 11 Oct. 2017   

Errol Flynn had the following comment about Fr. Burtchaell:

Like Dan, I, too, was close to Fr. Burtchaell, and beneficiary, or at least
respondent, to his advice.  I stayed at ND during the summer between
our Jr. and Sr. years when I was in pre-med and intent on med
school. Fr. Burtchaell asked me a question similar to his to Dan, and,
after I indicated I wanted to be a doctor so I could help people, he



suggested, "I would do more people more good by something I enjoyed
doing rather than something that was of itself useful." While I've never
been sure that I would not have enjoyed being a doctor, I'm certainly
happy with the paths my life has taken since that talk.  I should also
mention that I was pleased to have Fr. Burtchaell come to Fostoria,
Ohio to marry Mary Ann and me in 1971. 

 
Sources:
* “Fr. James Tunstead Burtchaell, CSC,” 2010 Holy Cross Jubilarians: Sixty

– Fifty – Twenty-Five Years, p. 29-30. (link
[https://www.holycrossusa.org/PDF/special_publications/2010_jubilee.pdf] )
* Rev. James T. Burtchaell, C.S.C. obituary, The Province Review, June
2015, p. 19. (link [https://www.holycrossusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/02/Province-Review_June2015.pdf] )
* Rev. James Tunstead Burtchaell, III Findagrave.com Memorial. (link
[https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?
page=gr&GSln=burtchaell&GSiman=1&GScid=640718&GRid=145042312&] )
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