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Second Sunday of Advent – December 10, 2017

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F.
Pastor 

Rev. Gerard J. Sudol
In Residence

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, S.J.
Weekend Assistant

Rev. David Stump, S.J.
Weekend Assistant

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli
Principal

Mr. Jonathan Blevis
Pastoral Associate

Mr. Ben Rauch
Director of Music

Parish Office 
201-434-0798
Fax
201-985-0918
Email
pastor@olcjc.org
bulletin@olcjc.org
Websites
www.olcjc.org
www.olcschool.org
The OLC School 
201-434-2405
Little Harbor Academy
201-434-6708

Counseling, Ann Tedeschi, 
LCSW,*
201-339-3372, 201-725-8154

Counseling, Relief & Solutions 
Counseling,* 201-666-2400
*Not affiliated with OLC

Mass Schedule
Monday – Friday: 12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm)
Saturday: 5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass
Sunday:  10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm
Note:  St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8:00 am.

Faith Formation during 10:00 am Mass
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2½ years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from 
Mass after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Par-
ents are welcome to accompany their child if they wish.  

Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church and at other times by appointment with the 
pastor.

Weddings 
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage.

Infant Baptisms
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information.

The OLC School – A Blue Ribbon School
Shaping Young Minds for a Brighter Future
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302
Grades K - 8
Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools

The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of the OLC School
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302
Programs:  Tiny Tikes Program for 2-year-olds; Pre-Kindergarten Programs for 3- & 4-
year-olds

To Register and Be Part of OLC
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor.

Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources, and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ.

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church  
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302

Our Mission
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront.

Our History
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants in
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church.
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Dear Parishioners,
Beginnings are important.  They set the tone for what is to come and clue us in on what to expect

and how to prepare.
The Gospel text for the second Sunday of Advent gives us the beginning of Mark’s Gospel and an 

introduction to the now grown-up prophet John. People in Jerusalem and from all over the Judean 
countryside went to listen to John the Baptist preach.  Not only did people listen, they responded; they 
confessed their sins and were baptized.  Not only was he popular, he was also successful.  One would 
expect such a successful person to respond with pride but this was not the case. He had a job to do and 
he was determined to do it well.  John was here to prepare the way for someone else: Jesus Christ.
“The One who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of His sandals.  I have baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  (Mark 1:7-8)

Are you prepared?  Jesus has already paved the way for us and God wants all of us to join him in His heavenly ban-
quet.  God is patiently waiting for us to accept Him into our hearts and lives.  It’s time to let Him in.

With my love,

LECTURE SERIES
Father Tom is moderating

an RCIA lecture/study group.  
The next meeting will be next
Monday, December 11, 7:30 
pm, in the rectory.  The subjects 
of our series will be theological 
topics relating to our Catholic 

beliefs.  Our presentations are based upon a video pro-
gram with speaker Bishop Robert Barron.  We presented 
this popular lecture series in past years, but this year we 
will expand upon it.  

Our next topics will be entitled "The Indispensable 
Men - Peter, Paul and Their Missionary Adventure.”
Follow the bulletin for more details.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER COLLECTION
Our special collection for Christmas flowers and 

holiday decorations is 
next weekend,  Decem-
ber 16/17. Your gener-
osity helps us pay for our 

many poinsettias, wreaths, the Christmas tree and 
other miscellaneous supplies.  You can also make a 
special donation in memory of a loved one.  

OLC CHURCH ADVENT GIVING TREE
Our parish is participating in its annual Advent Giv-

ing Tree Program.  Our “Giving Tree” was decorated 
with “ornaments,” each of which listed
the name of an organization or individ-
ual, and specific item(s) that you are 
asked to purchase for a person in 
need.

The dead line for bringing the 
UNWRAPPED package, and placing 
it under the Giving Tree is TODAY

Sunday, December 10. All gifts will be delivered dur-
ing the week of December 11.

For further information, you may call Pat Duemig 
(201-955-1495) or Maggie Englese (201-963-8761).   
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

BAPTISM
GATHERING TO REJOICE is 

the first component of our Baptism 
Program for those preparing for the 
birth of their child.  You must pre-
register for this program.  Register 
online at www.olcjc.org and reference 
“Formation and Sacraments.”  Fol-
low the link to “Baptism of Children,” or call the rectory.  Up-
coming dates are:

January 7, 2018; March 4, 2018
GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 

of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 
baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc. 

You can register online, by phone, or you can just 
walk in (however, pre-registration is extremely help-
ful).  Upcoming dates are:

February 4, 2018; April 1, 2018
Please register as parishioners before attending the 

baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 am until 5:00 pm.  The application 
is free and only takes a few minutes.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2017

Reconciliation/Communion, 9:00 am: Decem-
ber 17.  

Confirmation, 11:00 am:  December 17.
RCIA, 11:00 am: December 10.

FROM THE PASTOR
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MASS INTENTIONS
It is a long-standing tradition 

in many different faiths and cul-
tures to remember, and even ven-
erate, someone’s deceased rela-
tives and friends.  We keep alive 
the memory of our deceased rela-
tives and friends by remembering 
them in our prayers.  Through our 
prayers, we can also continue that 
spiritual and loving connection we 
had when they walked this earth.

Remembering someone in our prayers (whether 
alive or deceased) is particularly important to us as 
Catholics. Because the celebration of the Mass is the 
highest form of worship, the practice of having a Mass 
“offered” for an individual, deceased or living, or for a 
particular intention, is an excellent way of bringing our 
intentions to God.  This is a long-standing tradition in 
the church.  It is also a devotional practice whereby we 
keep alive the memory of our loved ones.  Through this 
practice, we can maintain that loving bond between 
ourselves and those whom we love.  A Mass can be 
offered on the anniversary of death or on a person’s 
birthday, or at any time.  You may also have a Mass 
celebrated for someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and 
for special intentions for family and/or friends.  

Take the time to have a Mass celebrated for your 
loved ones.  Simply stop by the rectory, call us at 201-
434-0798 or send an e-mail to: secretary@olcjc.org.

The OLC Adult Choir: The choir rehearsal takes 
place Sundays, 11:15 am and then sing at the 
12:30 pm Mass.  For additional information please 
contact our music director Ben Rauch at:  
Directorofmusic@olcjc.org.

Children’s Liturgy: Every Sunday during 10:00 am 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in!  

Juice & Donuts: Every Sunday after the 10:00 am 
Mass.  This event is usually outside church, but 
may be held in the church hall depending on 
weather.  Please call the rectory if you wish to 
volunteer to bring donuts.

RCIA Lecture Series: Monday, December 11, 7:30 
pm, in the rectory.  The topic "The Indispensable 
Men - Peter, Paul and Their Missionary 
Adventure.”  

Senior Citizen’s Christmas Party: December 13, 
Jacques Reception Center, Middlesex. For more 
information, please call Dorothy Bromirsk, 201-333-4888

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday.

Sunday, December 10, 2017
Is. 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt. 3:8-14; Mk. 1:1-8

Sunday, December 17, 2017
Is. 61:1-2, 10-11; 1 Thes. 5:16-24; Jn. 1:6-8, 19-28

WEEKLY OFFERING
Thank you so much for your 

financial support and for living your 
financial commitment to your 
parish.  We are grateful for those 
who generously support the parish.  
We need your support to achieve 
our weekly collection goal of 
$6,000 per Sunday.  

Recently ParishPay has Transitioned to LPI’s 
WeShare Service.  If you use ParishPay, you may ex-
perience and see a difference in the services they pro-
vide.  Others may find it difficult to log on.  If you are 
having problems with your account, please call 
Kathy Minihan, our WeShare customer service rep-
resentative at 732-421-2174.

We continue to face a financial crisis. Our 
collections keep dropping below our $6,000 weekly 
goal.  Therefore, we still expect financial difficulties as 
we go forward.  We ask a few things of you:
1. Use an electronic payment service if you cannot 

attend Mass each weekend. This is possible 
through LPi’s WeShare Services or you may have 
your bank or financial institution send us a check 
on a regular basis..

2. Increase your weekly donation. We really need 
people to be as generous as possible each week 
to support the parish.

3. If you do not use Parishpay, please “make up” your 
regular donation the next time you attend Mass. To 
sign up for ParishPay, go to www.parishpay.com and 
follow the prompts.  
For the weekend of December 3/4, 368 people at-

tended Mass.  The collection in church amounted to 
$3,864. ParishPay donations for the past week were
not available at the time of Bulletin printing.

If you have been away from church traveling for 
any reason, we encourage you to “make up” your 
contributions.  Remember that although it is important 
to support your parish financially, your donation is 
ultimately a gift back to God for his blessings.   

OLC’S FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS SONG
TODAY!!!

Fa la la la la!  Join us at OLC’s 22nd Annual Festival 
of Christmas Song 
TODAY December 
10, 4:00 pm.  Every-
one is welcome!  
Bring guests.  We will 
serve refreshments 
in the church hall af-
terwards.  If you wish, 
you may donate de-
serts, cookies, cup 
cakes, etc.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday December 9, 2017
5:00 pm Chester J. Sienkiewicz

From Dorothy Bromirski
Sunday December 10, 2017
10:00 am Anna Glodek

From Daughter and Family
12:30 pm In Memory of the Kwiatkowski Family

From Arthur and Carol
7:00 pm People of the Parish
Monday December 11, 2017
12:30 pm Aniela Ciba (34th Ann.)

From Family
Tuesday December 12, 2017
12:30 pm Deceased Members of the Polish 

Women’s Alliance of America
From Polish Women’s Alliance of 
America

Wednesday December 13, 2017
12:30 pm Communion Service 
Thursday December 14, 2017
12:30 pm Intention of Tom Consentino

From Michael Burke
Friday December 15, 2017
12:30 pm David Penaga

From Vangie Penaga Campomanes
Saturday December 16, 2017
5:00 pm Bruno and Frances Ruskowski

From Bruno Ruskowski
Sunday December 17, 2017
10:00 am Severo Salcedo

From Children and Family
12:30 pm Intentions of Tom and Dana 

Monaghan
From Michael Burke

7:00 pm People of the Parish
Attend daily Mass.

It will make a difference in your life!

STEWARDSHIP
“Prepare the 

way of the 
Lord…” 
- Mark 1:3 

We are all 
called to live a 
holy life.  We are 
all called to invite 
others to live holy 
lives.  Living a 
stewardship life-

style, being grateful and generous with our gifts, does 
just that – it puts us on the path to holiness and it invites 
others to be holy, too.

LUCIE GOOSIE TODDLER ENRICHMENT
Lucie Goosie Toddler Enrichment is at OLC 

Church!  Lucie Goosie is a toddler drop-off for children 
18 months to 3½ years old.  Drop off your little ones in 
a safe and nurtur-
ing environment 
Monday to Friday
from 9:00 am to 
12 noon.  They 
offer play-based 
learning, featur-
ing creative movement, music, and literacy develop-
ment in a social environment.  Please check us out on 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/luciegoosieplayspace.
To register, please email us at:  info@luciegoosie.com.  

FAITH WORKS
Food for Those in Need - Winter Coat Drive

“Food for Those in Need.”  We 
are asking all parishioners to be espe-
cially generous this time of the year by 
making donations of non-perishable
food items.  Leave your donations on 
the table in the rear of the church.  Sug-
gested donations include: canned cof-
fee, tea, jelly, peanut butter, canned 

vegetables, canned and dried soups, cereals, pastas 
and noodles, brown gravies, Italian gravies, toiletries 
(soaps, shampoos, body washes, toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, etc.), canned meats and tuna fish, and condi-
ments (mayo, mustard, ketchup, salt, pepper, sugar, 
etc.).  Thanks again for your generosity to the neediest 
of our community.  

OLC will also have a “Winter 
Coat Drive.” There are many in 
Jersey City who need winter coats 
to stay warm.  If you have an extra 
winter coat (men’s, women’s or chil-
dren’s) please leave them in the rear 
of the church.  We have local charities that can dis-
pense them to those in need.

THE FIFTH ANNUAL
BIG SMALL SHOW 2017

The biggest small works 
show in Jersey City is coming!  
Featuring over 100 artists from 
New Jersey, New York and Con-
necticut, the Drawing Rooms will 
host their opening reception the 
weekend of Friday, December 
15, 6:00 - 9:00 pm and Saturday, 

December 17, 2:00 - 6:00 pm.  Affordable artist works 
range from paintings and framed drawings to three-di-
mensional works available for purchase.  For more in-
formation, call 201-208-8032 or email:  victo-
ryhall1@msn.com or info@drawingrooms.org. We hope you 
will join us!  The Drawing Rooms are located at the 
OLC Convent on 180 Grand Street.  
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JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY
Please consider joining one of our parish ministries 

which are always in need of new members.  Schedules 
for Masses are flexible and take your preferences and 
availability into account.  For information, call the rec-
tory, speak to Fr. Tom after Mass, or contact one of 
the following persons: 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist.  We 
welcome candidates to regularly attend the 12:30 and 
7:00 pm Masses.  Contact Fr. Tom

Altar Servers – Fr. Tom, OLC rectory, 201-434-
0798

Choir – Ben Rauch, email: Directorofmu-
sic@olcjc.org.

Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495
Serve Donuts After 10:00 am Mass – Sign up by 

going to the following link:  http://tinyurl.com/olcdonutsfall
or please text Francis Sacr, 201-281-4655 with any 
questions or issues with the link.  

CHRISTMAS GIFT APPEAL
Last weekend, members of 

our Parish Finance Committee 
spoke at Mass about our An-
nual Christmas Gift Appeal.  
This parish tradition dates back 
more than 20 years.  

For those who may not 
know about this, we make a 
special appeal at Christmas to 
raise additional money for
physical improvements to our 
church that we often take for 

granted (the handicap ramp, the bathroom in the nar-
thex, our organ and piano, additional air conditioning, 
etc.).  It also allows us to maintain the church.  All of 
this, and much more, was made possible thanks to the 
generosity of parishioners in the Christmas Appeal.

This Gift Appeal continues to take on greater signifi-
cance.  Over the previous fiscal years, our Sunday col-
lections have declined. If you have followed the bulletin, 
you have read each week how our Sunday collections 
have not reached our weekly goal of $6,000.

This year’s annual Christmas Gift is a very im-
portant part of our commitment to the financial well-be-
ing of our parish.  Without it, we will struggle to make 
improvements to the church.  Our goal this year is to 
raise additional money to undertake several high-priced 
parish projects.  We need to repair the church floor, ren-
ovate the kitchen in the church hall and improve the 
acoustics in the church hall.  We cannot undertake these 
projects unless we are certain that we have sufficient 
funds to complete them.  Last year’s Gift Appeal helped 
to raise some money toward these projects, but it wasn’t 
enough.  

Therefore, our goal is to to raise $65,000 this 
Christmas.  This may appear ambitious but it is very 

possible.  We can do it if everyone contributes and we 
are asking, please, for everyone to participate.  Our 
practice is to recommend every family to donate $400 to 
the Gift Appeal.  For those parishioners who earn six
figures or more, or even in the high five-figure range, 
please consider making a more generous contribution.  
For those who may be on a fixed income, we simply ask 
that you give what you can afford. For your conven-
ience, you may also contribute electronically.

Let us also remember that this is a perfect oppor-
tunity to give thanks for your blessings by making an 
end-of-the year gift to your parish while giving you the 
opportunity to enjoy tax savings.  To help you with your 
year-end giving, we encourage you to work with your 
accountant, tax preparer or visit www.irs.gov for more in-
formation on tax savings.  One suggestion to establish 
tax savings is by opening up a charitable gift annuity.  

We appreciate your past generosity and ask that eve-
ryone contribute generously to our Christmas Gift Ap-
peal this year.  Through your stewardship, OLC will re-
main a vibrant Waterfront parish and continue to be a 
Paulus Hook community icon.  Thank you.

With my gratitude and love,

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
HURRICANE RELIEF

Catholic Charities is com-
mitted to providing Disaster 
Response and Disaster  Re-
covery services to individuals 
and families dealing with the 
aftermath of natural disasters.  
They provide response coordi-
nation and short-term and long-term recovery services 
in collaboration with other area Disaster Relief agen-
cies, and by working with the Mayor’s office on their 
disaster recovery plan.  This means first meeting emer-
gency needs such as shelter, food, and medication as-
sistance for those who have lost everything. To con-
tribute or for more information, please go to:  
https://www.catholiccharities.org.

BENEDICTINE CENTER
NEW YEAR’S EVE RETREAT FOR WOMEN
A woman-only re-

treat is offered at St. 
Walburga Monastery in 
Elizabeth NJ on New 
Year’s Eve (Decem-
ber 31 –January 1).  The 
retreat runs from 4:00 
pm Sunday until 1:00 pm, Monday.  Join others to 
begin the New Year with prayer and reflection.  $60 per 
person.  For information and registration, please con-
tact Sr. Marita, 908-353-3028 or maritaosb@aol.com.
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Bromirski Funeral Home, Inc.
221 Warren St. (Off Grand St.), Jersey City, NJ 07302

Phone: 201-434-4883 • Fax: 201-434-7884
JONATHAN M. WOJCIK, DIR.

NJ Lic. #4913
MELANIE B. ZAZULA, MGR.

NJ Lic. #2747

Worldwide Shipping
Cremations

Medicaid • Pre-Need

Family Owned 
& Operated For 
Over 120 Years

We proudly support
your church’s food bank

617 East Main St.
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

(908) 685-9900
216 Sip Ave

Jersey City, NJ 07036
(201) 946-0284

2-16 Garfi eld Ave.
Jersey City, NJ 07305

(201) 333-8990
FREE DELIVERY WITH YOUR PURCHASE

HADDAD
ELECTRIC LLC
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
LICENSED • INSURED • BONDED
201-440-5050 • FAX: 201-440-8863
HADDADELECTRIC@YAHOO.COM • NJ EL. #16592 • NJGCL #13VH-04411800
SERVING HUDSON CO. • 10% PARISHIONER DISCOUNT 

Marco’s Tires
FLATS FIXED, BRAKES & ROTORS

MOUNTING SHOCKS & BALANCING
201.985.8704

Open 7 Days A Week
1046 GARFIELD AVE., JERSEY CITY, NJ 

260 Grove Street, Corner York St.
201-434-6284 • mathnasium.com/jerseycity

We Make Math 
Make Sense®
Math Help • Enrichment •Test Prep • HW Help

MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT IN THE CROWD!MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT IN THE CROWD!
Conveԭ  your ad to full cɼOor!Conveԭ  your ad to full cɼOor!
Call tRdʋy! 1.800.333.3166Call tRdʋy! 1.800.333.3166

To advertise your business
 in this weekly bulletin,

contact us at 
1.800.333.3166

or visit us at 
www.jppc.net

Call us today 215-586-1575 or 267-251-0341
www.duqfunding.com

3900 City Avenue, Suite 107 • Philadelphia, PA 19131

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. Contact 
us today to get a free analysis to see if we can help 

Save you money with your monthly payments 
on your commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, 

Offi  ce Building, Apartment and Condos. Can 
close in as little as 45 days! Four season customer 

service is our top priority.

Patronize the Adveԯ isers who 
make tʕis bullHtʖn pRVʣɵble!

BUILD YOUR COMMUNITY!

Patro

SHOP 
LOCAL

Wedʏing Invitations Wedʏing Invitations 
& Hɼʙidʋy Cʋrds& Hɼʙidʋy Cʋrds

Log onto Log onto www.jppc.netwww.jppc.net 
conveniently from yourconveniently from your

home or office.home or office.
Oɻʙiȸe CataORg • Oɻʙiȸe OrȫʑʢingOɻʙiȸe CataORg • Oɻʙiȸe Orȫʑʢing

Oɻʙiȸe PrRofi ngOɻʙiȸe PrRofi ng
All Major Credit Cards AcceptedAll Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPINGFREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING!

DENTAL EXCELLENCE WITH YOU IN MIND

CERTIFIED INVISALIGN PROVIDER
for teens and adults
We perform all technical and cosmetic phases of 
dentistry, in a comfortable, caring environment.Dr. Alexander Milman

We accept most
insurance plans.

Aff ordable payment 
plans available.

282 Grand Street • Jersey City
www.LOTUSSMILES.com

201-433-8600 With This Coupon. Cannot Be Combined
with Other Off ers. Expires 7-1-18

GN PROVIDER

Consider Remembering 
Your Parish in 

Your Will.
For further information, 
please call the Parish 

Offi ce.


