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Faced with a formal church investigation into

allegations that he sexually abused a New

Orleans altar boy in the mid-1970s, the Rev.

Father Joseph deWater denies wrongdoing and

suggests his accuser should not “dwell on things

when he was a young boy.”

DeWater, who capped a 35-year career in the

New Orleans area as a pastor, coach and

educator by having a Roman Catholic school

gymnasium named for him in 2003, granted

WWL television an extensive interview at his

home in the village of Voorhout, Netherlands,

about 35 minutes south of the Dutch capital of

Amsterdam.

He decried the ability

of one man, who

deWater said is now

59, to make a

complaint about

something that allegedly happened more than

40 years ago and besmirched his good name.
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“I think I've been a good pastor over there,”

deWater said after inviting in a Dutch TV crew

hired by WWL. “God will judge me on that, but I

certainly have tried to be.”

He continued, speaking with a thick Dutch

accent and sometimes sprinkling in Dutch

phrases, “And this makes me feel rotten. It's

something now (after) so many years (for) this to

come and to be played out on me and to dwell

on the things when he was a young boy.”

DeWater said he received a letter from the

archdiocese detailing the allegations against

him, adding he had spoken to New Orleans

Archbishop Gregory Aymond on the phone

within the last two days.

He said Aymond asked him to write out his side

of the story. But he said he gave his defense over

the phone and has “the feeling (Aymond)
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believes me.”

The archdiocese sent

a statement denying

that, saying,

“Archbishop Aymond

informed Father

deWater of the

investigation and did

not express any

opinion on the

credibility of the

claim.”

The archdiocese

declined further

comment on the pending investigation, adding,

“It is unfair and unjust that allegations are tried

in the media before complete and thorough

investigations can be concluded.”
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Now 85 and living in an assisted living center

near his birthplace of Leiden, deWater still had

notes and documents about the archdiocese’s

investigation laid out on his living room table.

He used a magnifying glass to read the

documents and remind himself about his

accuser, a boy he knew half a lifetime ago.

“He was very shy … to begin with,” he said.

As one of the archdiocese’s younger priests in

the 1970s and 1980s, deWater was highly

engaged with youth, leading the altar boys and

coaching soccer. He was an assistant pastor at

St. Frances Cabrini from 1971 to 1976 and at Our

Lady of Prompt Succor from 1977 to 1985. He

served as pastor at Immaculate Heart of Mary in

New Orleans East from 1986 to 2001, and the

gymnasium was dedicated in his name in 2003.

The whole campus was �ooded two years later

in Hurricane Katrina and torn down.
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In the interview, deWater said his unnamed

accuser described going “many, many times”

with him to swim at an unknown location across

Lake Pontchartrain. He said the accuser claimed

they were naked together, but deWater said

they changed into swimsuits separately.

“I was not about anything just to see his behind

naked at all. I would not be interested in that,”

he said.

He then said, starting in Dutch and then

switching to English: “There was no sin, nothing

in the swimming pool.”

He did acknowledge one allegation detailed in

the letter from the archbishop: that he

purchased two swimsuits for the boy that were

“popular to wear.”
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“The two new swimsuits, that's the only thing

that I agree with in this whole letter,” he said.

DeWater said he doubted that he could have

gone across the lake with his accuser more than

a few times because of his busy schedule with

Mass and other duties.

But other former students at St. Frances Cabrini

say deWater took them on retreats with several

other boys to go camping, play sports and swim.

One of those is Mark Lambour, a former St.

Frances Cabrini altar boy who said deWater

tried to molest him in the sacristy of the church

in 1972, about three years before the incident

now being investigated by the archdiocese.

Lambour, 62, �rst �led allegations against

deWater with the archdiocese in the summer of

2018. Lambour said news coverage of a string of

accusations against other clergymen had

brought suppressed memories about deWater to

the fore. He suddenly couldn’t stop thinking

about an early morning in the church when he
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said deWater came up behind him, started

whispering, “I love you,” kissing him and

reaching down his pants.

Shop Now
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Warby ParkerAD

He, like the other accuser, was shy, Lambour

said. He was also a diminutive eighth grader, he

said. But he said he wriggled away, screamed at

deWater and threatened to tell his father. He

said the principal called him to her of�ce later

that day and deWater was there, saying he didn’t

want a “misunderstanding” about what had

happened.

Lambour said he didn’t tell his dad or his

siblings what happened because he was afraid

his father would try to kill the priest if he found

out.

Lambour �rst spoke with WWL-TV in August

2018 and expressed frustration with the

archdiocese’s process for reporting clergy
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abuse. This was more than two months before

the local church tried to address the abuse crisis

head-on by releasing a list of credibly accused

clergy. Lambour said he tried unsuccessfully to

reach someone at the church’s abuse hotline.

Lambour said he did speak to church of�cials,

but was so angry he gave up on the process. But

then, more than two years later, he heard about

the formal investigation of deWater and decided

to speak out about his experience.

He said he was relieved to �nd that another

person made similar allegations. He said that

showed a “pattern of behavior” and he’s glad to

see the archdiocese pursuing an investigation.

He hopes that by speaking out, others whose

lives had been upended by abuse would �nd

new strength and maybe renewed faith — faith

RELATED

Leon Cannizzaro �nds one
defendant who got away
particularly vexing: George
Brignac

It's never been easier to be a NOLA.com digital subscriber ➜ Check out this
limited-time o�er!

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CcpbLyPkAYOulI6vttOUPzey06AKJtqGFYND9nsqfDdjxzLK5ChABIIXhvEpgyYbmhoCAoBmgAeDr5NYDyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSwAk_QH7h-l_Hx4Caacrg1boCpUvQ50ly2mOpGbzNTt21uXaVfQgL0iVszjfp6l1Hvu9A3eZRwdF_8gCBGObBC04xu8NstW5kVMQSKrBbLwhpO28IEiZR3uXZQQqKZ5C6z6e3BDv5-lvawh1bu8Uhf576s2yhhDcm9UV2-YhpApa37j2XItlMARhiFRSKdGhnFoqRKStJotuaDMNK3mk9NspeiYFt9bS0M5IVYM5_3GZfbMKOkSx78fkKHM8THq6yjdXuDWG7b3pID7Okg_TqJO41Lu3Ox9kqYjoZ0BvVwgGtR5Mg6mh5Qb90iL8X-VnXebUt-2x2UNTgHCEaR4eEUZ5C4k7TfdTAaS_OE8EoksRxpq7AnCU5D80hwAsGpLa2ONTjd7hIPMusjB06TMLYxgJHABPDaoovBA-AEAZAGAaAGAoAHiJSbKYgHAZAHAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHlJixAqgHpd8bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB-6WsQKoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgb2AcB0ggGCAAQAhgd8ggbYWR4LXN1YnN5bi00NzI2NDEzNDI1NjAxNTU2sQlUESCUT61IgIAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDJgWAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3qYmbuy_qYcCPUhyRIrFmeSAgbOhMl8KtIZ9uLSY6PTd3nQB856qZttYGs2ivCEAmnynogPxQBA36JHUaSRG8QxMLRlLyJAiS70HgmsBWlgXscBJK4rDjMsSBwxkAgcOZXCp3x7SR1ASfuTo85cV2SLfvu1k&sig=AOD64_3acF_sswvVEzi2RDDQ92S60AdS7w&client=ca-pub-7165160458962611&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.warbyparker.com/spring-2021%3Fbidkw%3Ddefaultkeyword%26dvc%3Dc%26network%3Dd%26mobile%3D%26searchntwk%3D%26content%3D1%26creative%3D490286702351%26adposition%3Dnone%26placement%3Dwww.nola.com%26target%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A28487248%26keyword%3D%26matchtype%3D%26mkwid%3Dc%26pmt%3D%26pdv%3Dc%26product_category%3D%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_term%3D%26utm_campaign%3DStandardDisplay-Retargeting%26cvo_campaign%3DStandardDisplay-Retargeting%26cvo_adgroup%3D120551157104%26utm_term%3D120551157104-aud-359004322008%26utm_content%3D490286702351%26singular%3D124__d__11453030570__120551157104__490286702351%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiA9P__BRC0ARIsAEZ6irjAKDhJm9-urdeU-FGe0J9mHvIBgCpG7G1TMO7oijJUi0VQnfRNSM0aAhIDEALw_wcB
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAXwW1tbW251bGwsWzEsMjFdLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsdHJ1ZV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8__HBK1L0SDdvVbm50m5GY80pQKme5NTsoSg6p6a0FAfh30-uUeoGrpnmzgcTE3R4oOzG9urdED4_JvjirkYZU1Boiz7h3i7w_0nBsYyT04QLKDvgghrOez40epSkbnQKpHt_IZ_bYA8GQ2DzeI-iA-gbVocSvaHccrK5JXj-M7xuInav881mWN_MVawgVrwM9_jTa9ptRgEKhJoLSAMFDO12fqWYFsd6F6T4d24IY4xw444IXNzkqS9vIC_IiTuxPklS_99VRZ675_StNvdTl42Sd25ciEeTId79-1tyg5cL9Wq27PURDCSNd7_FV33YgaqkEbk8yF_FVLdw9Inv,YQ0aziUC2F2io3DgLKg9Sg&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAXwW1tbW251bGwsWzEsMjFdLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsdHJ1ZV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8__HBK1L0SDdvVbm50m5GY80pQKme5NTsoSg6p6a0FAfh30-uUeoGrpnmzgcTE3R4oOzG9urdED4_JvjirkYZU1Boiz7h3i7w_0nBsYyT04QLKDvgghrOez40epSkbnQKpHt_IZ_bYA8GQ2DzeI-iA-gbVocSvaHccrK5JXj-M7xuInav881mWN_MVawgVrwM9_jTa9ptRgEKhJoLSAMFDO12fqWYFsd6F6T4d24IY4xw444IXNzkqS9vIC_IiTuxPklS_99VRZ675_StNvdTl42Sd25ciEeTId79-1tyg5cL9Wq27PURDCSNd7_FV33YgaqkEbk8yF_FVLdw9Inv,YQ0aziUC2F2io3DgLKg9Sg&source=display
https://www.nola.com/news/crime_police/article_b1d0f6b2-415f-11eb-97fd-2b85516d9f07.html
https://www.nola.com/news/crime_police/article_b1d0f6b2-415f-11eb-97fd-2b85516d9f07.html
https://theadvocate.blueconic.net/s/8hH?profileid=92bb9ea8-efcb-443f-a21d-eca50c895862


1/14/2021 Retired Dutch priest, accused of abusing 2 New Orleans boys decades ago, denies wrongdoing | News | nola.com

https://www.nola.com/news/article_16435b2a-5200-11eb-aaf1-b70de429cc9f.html 10/12

This Day in History
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he said he lost after the encounter in the back of

the church.

“That crossed every line you can do to a human

being ... with more or less a child in the sacristy.

Of any place you could do this. This is not the

river or a camp. You are inside the back of the

church,” Lambour said. “And you're going to pull

this? No, sorry, dude. You're done. That's it.”

Shop Crane from Warby Parker
By Warby Parker

Those who like their frames angular will take to Crane, an
ultra-wearable classic with a slim, rectangular pro�le. T...
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