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1.3   STUDY TERMINOLOGY  
 
 
Allegation  
Any accusation that is not implausible (see definition below). This includes allegations that did 
not necessarily result in a criminal, civil or diocesan investigation and allegations that are 
unsubstantiated.   
 

An implausible allegation is one that could not possibly have happened under the given 
circumstances (e.g., an accusation is made to a bishop about a priest who never served 
at that diocese).  Erroneous information does not necessarily make the allegation 
implausible (e.g., a priest arrived at the diocese a year after the alleged abuse, but all 
other facts of the case are credible and the alleged victim might have mistaken the 
date). 

 
Boundary Problem 
Inability to maintain a clear and appropriate interpersonal (physical as well as emotional) 
distance between two individuals where such a separation is expected and necessary.  
Boundary problems can be mild to moderate, such as the case of a therapist or teacher who 
develops a personal relationship with his/her student or patient; or, they may be severe, as in the 
development of an intimate relationship. 
 
Canon law 
According to http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09056a.htm, canon law is the body of laws 
and regulations made by or adopted by ecclesiastical authority, for the government of the 
Christian organization and its members. The word adopted is here used to point out the fact that 
there are certain elements in canon law borrowed by the Church from civil law or from the 
writings of private individuals, who as such had no authority in ecclesiastical society.   
 
Diocese 
A geographical division of the Catholic Church led by a bishop that includes Catholic 
communicants (“the faithful”) and parishes.   
 
Eparchy  
A Catholic Church jurisdiction, similar to a diocese, of Eastern-rite Catholics living in the United 
States.  
 
Ephebophile (also called hebophile)  
A clinical term (though not included in the DSM-IV) that denotes one who is sexually attracted to 
adolescent or post-pubescent children.  
 
Extern 
A priest who has not been incardinated to the diocese where he is working and living. 
 
False allegation 
An allegation that was proven to be untruthful and fabricated.  
 
Incardinated 
A priest who has been formally affiliated to a diocese is said to be incardinated in that diocese  
 
Incidence 
Used to convey the number of new events occurring in a specific time period.   
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Institutional Review Board (IRB) 
Each institution engaged in research involving human subjects that is supported by a 
department or agency to which the federal policy applies must establish an IRB to review and 
approve the research. Under the regulations, an institution can also establish more than one IRB, 
which may be necessary or appropriate, depending on the structure of the institution or the 
kinds of human subjects research that is performed at that institution. Alternatively, an institution 
can designate another institution's IRB to review its research upon approval of the appropriate 
department or agency. If the research is supported by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, such designations must have the prior approval of the Office for Protection from 
Research Risks.  
 
Laicization 
Conversion from an ecclesiastical to a lay condition.  
 
Mean  
The average value of a set of numbers.   
 
Median 
The mid-point in a set of numbers.  In other words, fifty percent of cases fall above and fifty 
percent of cases fall below the median. 
 
National Review Board (NRB) 
Established by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in 2002 to commission a study 
on the "nature and scope" of child sexual abuse in the Catholic Church. See 
http://www.usccb.org/ocyp/nrb.htm.    
 
Ordained/Ordination 
The sacramental rite by which a "sacred order" is conferred (diaconate, priesthood, 
episcopacy). The ceremony of consecration to the ministry.   
 
Permanent Deacon 
According to the Official Catholic Directory (A-14), they are sometimes referred to as "married 
deacons," although the permanent diaconate is open to both married and unmarried men, with 
the understanding that after ordination, they may not marry even after the death of a spouse.  
Under the authority of the diocesan bishop, they perform the same functions as transitional 
deacons while, at the same time, retaining their roles in society as family and business men. 
 
Prevalence 
The total number (or estimate of the total number) of cases or events at a given time.   
 
Region (of the Catholic Church in the United States) 
One of fourteen geographical areas, or divisions, of the Catholic Church in the United States.  
 
Reliability 
Data that is consistent, yielding the same or similar results in different clinical experiments or 
statistical trials. 
 
Religious community 
A group that may include ordained clerics and/or non-ordained brothers who are professed 
members of a religious order, and who live subject to the rules of that order.  This term is used in 
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this study to include members of religious orders or institutes as well as those who reside in 
cloistered communities, monasteries, and abbeys. 
 
Restricted ministry/ restricted faculties 
An administrative decision made by a bishop or major superior to limit the ecclesiastical and/or 
parish or community functions of an individual priest.  
 
Seminary 
An educational institute for men that are preparing for the Holy Orders. Major seminary--A school 
for the spiritual, academic, and pastoral education and formation of priesthood candidates. 
Focus is on philosophical and theological teachings. Minor seminary--A prerequisite to the major 
seminary.  Focus is on required courses in the humanities and the sciences.      
 
Sexual abuse of a minor 
As per the Charter, sexual abuse includes contacts or interactions between a child and an adult 
when the child is being used as an object of sexual gratification for the adult. A child is abused 
whether or not this activity involves explicit force, whether or not it involves genital or physical 
contact, whether or not it is initiated by the child, and whether or not there is discernible harmful 
outcome. 
 
Suspension (in Canon Law) 
Usually defined as a censure by which a cleric is deprived, entirely or partially of the use of the 
power of orders, office, or benefice.  
 
Transitional Deacon  
The diaconate is the first order or grade in ordained ministry.  Any man who is to be ordained to 
the priesthood must first be ordained as a transitional deacon (also see Permanent Deacon).  
Deacons serve in the ministry of liturgy, of the work, and of charity (see A-14 of The Official 
Catholic Directory).  
 
Universe  
The set of individuals, items, or data from which a statistical sample is taken.  
 
 
 
 


