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A Glimpse at |

the Mind of

‘aPedophile

A former priest who
served under Mahony in
the Stockton Diocese
describes his ploys.

By JEAN GUCCIONE !
Times Staﬁ‘Wﬂter, -

Ina: qh.ﬂllngly rra.nk account a

formeér: Roman. ‘Catholic priest :

promoted 20 yea.rs ago by Roger
M. Mahony, recently described
his decades-long career as a
pedophile, including his' sexual

tastes and how he groomed h.lS'

young victims for abuse. -
Inal5-hour vlcl_e_ot_aped depo-
sition in March, Oliver O’Grady
described how his “heart raced
when one of the sl]m playful
boys he preferred t.oweled off af:
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SECRETS: Olive
To secure a victim,

2005

7 O’Grady, 59, testifiés on videotape in Ireland.
e said, “I might have to do a little planning . ..

to be sure rhat the bdy was. fhere to be sure the boy was alone.”

“ter a swim. He also smd he hked

to lift little girls’ skirts and peek
at their underpants .

.Asked to demonktrate how he
would lure one of his estimated

.25 victims into his ‘arms, the 59-

year-old Irish native softened his

~voice, flashed an avuncular smile

and looked. directly  into the

. video camera.

“Hi, Sally,” O!Grady impro-

* vised.

“How are you doing?
Come here. I want to give you a
hug. You are a sweetheart, You
know that. You are very special
to me. I like you a lot.”

If his hug met no resistance,
O’Grady testified, he would take
the child’s compliance as “per-
mission” to molest.

The deposition came in con-
' [See Priest, Page A23]
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est, from Page Al]

Ihnonﬁ.owﬂth lawsuits filed

t the Stockton Diocese
over alleged abuse by clergy. Ma-
ﬁony who was bishop of Stock-
ton from 1980 to 1985 before
h.ea.d.mg the Los Angeles Arch-
;!iocese inherited O'Grady, who
had admitted years earlier to

-molesﬁng'sn 11-year-old girl. In -

police investigated athera-
pist’s report that O'Grady had
-ﬂolesteczabuy
o~ After police declined to file
epa.ng'es, Mahony transferred
©'Grady to a rural parish and
later promoted him' to pastor
there, where he alle mo-
sted three more"vict!ms in-
€luding a baby girl who suffered
sag‘i.ual scarring, according to
tiffs’ lawyers. Mahony has

i

-lestation reports. The addltional
mctnms were’ molested a.ﬂ'.er he
1eft the diocese. '
~ “The cardinal acted on the in-
..ﬁlmat:on he had, just as the po-
Tice investigator did,” church at-
térney Don Woods said. -
* Costa Mesa-based plaintiffs’
attorney John C. Manly con-
ducted the deposition in Ireland.
The now-defrocked priest, an
Irish citizen and native of Limer-
ick, was -deported from the'U.S.
in 2001, after serving seven years
in ‘California state prison for
sexually abusing two brothers.
Helives in Thurles, Ireland.

A transcript of the deposition
was filed Tuesday in Alameda
County Superior Court, where
the Stockton Diocese is defend-
ing four lawsuifs. alleging that
the church failed to protect pa-
Tishioners from abuse.  Manly

‘filed the transcript in opposing a
church motion-to dismiss one of
‘the suits.

O'Grady, on the video, asked
why church officials did not re-
move him from ministry after he
committed the molestations.

“I think it probably would
have been best if, back in 1984,
they said, ‘Look, we need to puta
hailt to this. We need to take you
out,’ ¥ O'Grady told lawyers dur-
ing the guestioning. *But even
the 1984 situation, as I under-
stand it, was handled as best it
could have been handled at the
time.” L )

* Woods said Tuesday that
O'Grady “was not trying to say
what should have been done.
He's saying I wish it could have
been done-differently.

“It’s a -lament .from hind-
sight,” he said.

An attorney for the Stockton

" Diocese, Paul Balestracci, de-

clined to comment, noting the

ON THE WEB

To see the Oliver O'Grady
deposition video, go to
latimes.com/fogrady.

open lawsuits over O'Grady’s
misconduct.

. O’Grady’s deposmnn offers a’

fa.r-rea;chqng and often disturb-
ing, glimpse into the mind of a
convicted pedophile, Still, there
were times during the marathon
question-and-answer session
when he was less than candid.
He refused to name any of his
25 victims, invoking his - 5th
Amendment right against self-
incrimination. He at first denied
molesting one little gir]l, then the
next day admitted that he had

said He was unaware of any mo—lied and that he had abused her.

He said his abuse ended in the
mid-1980s, but in his criminal
case he had pleaded guilty to mo-
lestations as late as 1991
Although O’Grady voiced re-
morse for his abuses, he often
appeared to be enjoying his

videotaped performance. At one *:
point, he winked into the cam-*
. era.

O'Grady testified that he was
molested as a child by two
priests in the sacristy of his
church. The first occurred when
he was 10 and an altar boy; he
said.

The priest “began the conver-
sation by asking how I was, what
I was going to do for the day, and
I remember he was — he called
me over to him and he began to
hug me, you know, in a kind of
gentleway, first of all.

“Then he turned me a.rou.nd

-which means Thad my back to
th with h:u:n standing behind
me, and then ‘the hands would
come down and hug me here and
then went lower.”

When he was.growing up, he

testified, he was involved in mo-
lestation within his family, both
as perpetrator and victim. And
when he was a teenager, he
added, a priest touched him
E A .
“It was not a very pleasant ex-
perience on some occasions, but
it was a very normal thing. No-
body talked about it,” he said. “T
did not consider it a very serious
criminal matter.”

O'Grady testified’ that his
own sexual attraction to children
began before he was ordained a
priest in 1971,

“The only thing I understood
religion to say at the time was
that anything . . . to do with sexu-
ality was sinful, and that is where
alot of my conflict came,” he tes-

tifled. !

His first assignment as a
priest was to the Stockton Dio-
cese in 1971l Five years latér,
O'Grady testified in an earlier
deposition, he fondled an -
year-old girl he had met at .a
summer ‘camp and invited to
sleep over at the rectory.

“I remember going into her
bed, and I tried to caress her and
fondle her, and I sensed her ob-
Jjections to that, nonverbally, and
I stayed for a little while more
and then' decided not to con-
tinue. So I left and went back to

Jny own bed,” he' told la'wye.r.‘;

during the March deposiuon, es-
timating that he had spent no
more than. 20 minutes m the
girl'sbed.

The girl’s parents complained

-to-then-Bishop Merlin Guilfoyle,
. who preceded Mahony in Stock-
ton. O’Grady testified that the

bishop, who is now deceased,
confronted him and he con-
fessed.

'O'Grady wrote the family a
letter of apology, angering Guil-
foyle, O'Grady said. The letter
was in, O’Grady’s personnel file
when Mahony assumed the bish-
opric, according to court re-
eords. )

O'Grady said he suffered no
repercussions for his transgres-
sion.

“Life just contmued," he testi-
fied.

Gourt records show that in
1984, four years after Mahony be-
came bishop of Stockton, O'Gra-
dy told his therapist he had fon-
dled a 9-year-old boy. The
therapist alerted child welfare
officials, and police npened anin-
vestlgat:lon.

O’'Grady took the 5th Amend-
ment when asked during the
deposition what he told his
therapist. But he testified that
Mahony was out of town at the
time, so he told the bishop’s sec-
ond-in-command about the in-
vestigation. He said the official
sent him to talk to the diocese’s

. lawyer.

The child, who had been
asleep during the alleged moles-
tation, said he was unaware of
any abuse, and police declined to
file charges. Court records show,
however, that police said an at-
torney for the diocese promised
that O'Grady would be trans-
ferred to a job where he would
not have contact with children,
and that he would be sent to
therapy. . .

O'Grady _testified that Ma-
hory sent him to a psychiatrist
for an evaluation, which the car-
dinal has acknowledged was the
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church’s standard operating pro-
cedure at the time for handling
pedophile priests. Almost im-
mediately thereafter, O'Grady
said, Mahony transferred him to
a parish in San Andreas, about
an hour outside Stockton. Ma-
hony later pmmoted him to pa.'i-
tor.
Thene was 1o schooi at h.l.'!
ew assignment, but O’Grady
t.es_tiﬁed that he supervised hun-
dreds of students who came in
on weekends and after school to

that he did’ ‘not know the ‘details
of what O’Grady had told his
therapist and that once police
declined to file charges in con-
nection with the 9-year-old boy,
he saw no reasou to mvesngat-e
further.

continue, ‘'~

sexual relationships  with t:wo

mothers of children he molested;

He also said he occasionally wore
women’s lingerie he- found

among donated clot.hﬁ left at

his church.

“Perhaps Iwashja‘ingtouse
external things to arouse my-
self,”hesam i

Stockton jury m mss 2
awa:ctea one of O’Grady’s vie- |
tims $30 million, later reduced to -
$7 million. Jury members told

The Times they thought Mahony

‘was untruthful on the witness

stand, that he had allowed
O’Grady’s patbem.ofe abuse to

Mahnny

jurors were wrong ‘and that he
took extraordinary steps to pro- _ck

tect children.

Overt.heyea.ns O'Grady said,

he tried to understand and'pos-

O'Grady “was in cr.mnseihg
* at the time,” Woods said, “and

the second opinion that the dio- -

cese obtained said the counsel-
ing was satisfactory and he
should continue with it.

The second opinion -did not
recommend that he be mmmred
from ministry, nor did the [evalu-

. ation] render any diagnosis of
pedophilia ™

After years of therapy, O'Gra-
dy said, he’s embarrassed and
ashamed of his sexual attraction
to children.

But asked to describe his
“type,” he gave an animated re-
sponse. “Generally, a boy who

was — spontaneous, affection- |

ate, pl.e,y_ful, generally around the

age of 10, 11, and who seemed to {

treatment center for pedophile
priests and'eventually ‘opening” *
h.lf.s parish to secret Sex Addicts -

N
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maybe need somebody to care l
for him. P'm not saying that he |
necessarily had family problems |

but seemed to identify with me
as somebody who he could trust,
who he could come to, who was
willing to take care of him.”

The priest searched his con- |

gregation for submissive chil
dren. “If they demonstrated af-
fection, by hugging and that sort

of stuff, it sort of awakened with- '

in me urges to be affectionate in
return,” O’Grady testified.

“If I got comfortable doing
that and feit he was comfortable
with me hugging him, and I had
thoughts or feelings that I

wanted to go further, I might at -
that time explore that possibil- |

ity,” he said.

“I might have to do a little
planning . .
bqywasthem to be sure the boy
was alone, and that there was
not any hurry on him leaving.”

. to be sure that the

O’'Grady testified that he had

Anpmxgﬂu.s meetin 1gs  so “he
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