1.26 Only two canonical trials took place over the 30-year period. Both
were at the instigation of Archbishop Connell and the Commission gives him
credit for initiating the two penal processes which led to the dismissal of Fr Bill
Carney in 1990 and Fr Jovito* in 1996. The Commission recognises that he
did this in the face of strong opposition from one of the most powerful
canonists in the Archdiocese, Monsignor Sheehy. Monsignor Sheehy, who
had very extensive knowledge of canon and civil law and argued strongly that
canon law was capable of dealing with all cases involving allegations of child
sexual abuse, actually considered that the penal aspects of that law should

rarely be invoked.



