Chapter 57 Fr Ezio*'®

Introduction

57.1 Fr Ezio was a member of a religious order. He was born in 1893,
ordained in 1921 and died in 1977. He did not have a specific appointment in
the Archdiocese of Dublin but he lived and worked in his order's houses in
Dublin from 1958 until his death. He was granted a number of certificates by
Archbishop McQuaid and Archbishop Ryan to hear confessions and to
preach. These certificates were normally applied for by, and granted to,
priests who were going to conduct retreats for religious within the
Archdiocese.

Complaint, 2003

57.2 In December 2003, a woman told another priest of this order that she
had been abused by Fr Ezio over the period 1959 to 1962. The woman’s
father was the caretaker of one of the order’s premises in Dublin. The alleged
abuse occurred in that premises and in the woman’s home to which Fr Ezio

was a frequent visitor.

57.3 The priest to whom the woman complained was a very old man at the
time he heard this complaint. It seems that he did not report immediately to
the head of the order or to the delegate. He did not seem to be aware of the
procedures for dealing with sexual abuse complaints. He discussed the
matter with his own solicitor. He asked the woman to put “the minimum”

down on paper. She did this. His solicitor told the order about the complaint.

57.4 The delegate met the complainant in April 2004. She told him she had
not yet gone to the Gardai nor had she told her children about it. The
delegate offered counselling. He reported the matter to the Gardai and the

complainant also reported to the Gardai.

The Commission’s assessment
57.5 Fr Ezio was dead for over 25 years when the complaint was made, so
there was no possibility of investigating it in any meaningful way. The order

and the Gardai dealt appropriately with the complainant.

125 This is a pseudonym.
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