ARTICLE FOUR
PASTORAL FORMATION

[. PASTORAL FORMATION PROGRAM

A. THE PASTORAL ORIENTATION
OF SEMINARY EDUCATION

397. TheSecond Vatican Council Decree on the Training of Priests empha-
sizes the pastoral orientation of seminary education, stating that a pastoral
concern “should characterize every feature of the students’ training,”178
The goal of seminary formation is to prepare priests with a comprehensive
pastoral outlook, ready to assume the pastoral duties which their service
to the community requires. Pastoral service extends to all individuals and
groups, including all social classes, with special concern for the poor and
those alienated from society. “Pastoral formation certainly cannot be
reduced to a mere apprenticeship, aiming to make the candidate familiar
with some pastoral techniques. The seminary which educates must seek
really and truly to initiate the candidate into the sensitivity of being a
shepherd, in the conscious and mature assumption of his responsibilities,
in the interior habit of evaluating problems and establishing priorities and
looking for solutions on the basis of honest motivations of faith and
according to the theological demands inherent in pastoral work.”17%

B. THE GOALS OF FIELD EDUCATION

398. Within that context, theological field education embodies this gener-
al pastoral orientation in specific ways, which might be summarized in
these terms: Active pastoral engagement stimulates students to continued
learning. It introduces them to the sacramental and spiritual, the specifical-
ly priestly dimension of pastoral work, as an essential component of their
future role. As seminarians perceive how theology and the tradition of the
Church shed light on contemporary pastoral situations, they also acquire
important practical skills. Through prayer and theological reflection,
pastoral experience is integrated with personal life and academic educa-
tion. Authentic pastoral formation is ecumenically and multiculturally
sensitive, alert to questions of social justice and collaborative in nature.
Finally, it helps seminarians appropriate their role as spiritual leaders and
public persons in the Church. Theological field education “needs to be
studied therefore as the true and genuine theological discipline that it is:
pastoral or practical theology.” 180 '
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399. Theological field education promotes learning through active en-
gagement in a pastoral situation. Seminary formation is enriched as
seminarians learn to relate field education with academic and spiritual
formation. Such an exchange does not take place automatically. Field
education is an enterprise as complex and educational in nature as the
classroom. The latter provides the necessary theoretical background for
the priest on mission; the former acts as a laboratory for learning through
practice.

400. Theological field education provides an opportunity for seminarians
to exercise leadership in the Church and to learn the priestly dimension of
pastoral ministry. Good role models are the best teachers, witnessing to
ways in which active pastoral ministry can be combined with a life of
prayer and Gospel simplicity. Working with priests and others who reflect
the spirit of Christ reinforces a priestly vocation. Learning by exampleand
identification, an aspect of education often used in other professions, is of
great importance in the pastoral formation of seminarians.

401. Theological field education fosters an aptitude for continued learn-
ing and growth. By experientially teaching students not only what they
know but what they do not know or understand, pastoral experience can
make them more eager to learn and to grow spiritually. “Pastoral study
and action direct one to an inner source, which the work of formation will
take care to guard and make good use of: This is the ever deeper com-
munion with the pastoral charity of Jesus.”181

402. In theological field education, reflection and integration are closely
related. Theological reflection is critical for practical learning in a forma-
tional context. Students perceive how theology and the tradition of the
Church shed light on the pastoral situations they experience. Theology is
illumined in the process. Academic work and pastoral ministry come to
reinforce one another. This mutual interaction also helps seminarians to
sense the presence of God in these experiences and to relate their life in
Christ to the service of God’s people. Such learning can represent a
significant moment of personal integration for seminarians as well.

403. Theological field education helps seminarians gain pastoral skills.
Catechizing, counseling, and group skills may depend on native talent, but
they also can be taught. The communication of such practical skills
represents a significant value in seminary education.
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404. Theological field education fosters general integration in the forma-
tional process. The field-education program can be an integrating factor in
seminary education by forging a close link between ministerial, academic,
and spiritual formation. Students begin to grasp more clearly the signifi-
cance of what they have learned in the classroom and to recognize their
need for prayer. This process helps them to come to terms with the meaning
of their own faith.

405. Theological field education provides opportunities for ecumenical
and interreligious cooperation. Pastoral formation lends itself to such
cooperation, which is a significant dimension of all priestly formation.
Supervised field experience provides fertile soil for building practical
sensitivity toJudaism, other Christian churches, and other world religions.

406. Pastoral assignments of many kinds provide natural, firsthand intro-
ductions to the multicultural apostolate of the Church in many parts of the
United States and so to the future ministry of many priests.

407. Theological field education can engender a sensitivity for justice,
peace, and the integrity of human life. Social ministry offers opportunities
for work in disadvantaged areas with marginalized groups: immigrants,
migrants, refugees, the sick, the aged, and the poor.182 The study of social
legislation concerning civil rights, health, education, and welfare provides
additional opportunities. This aspect of priestly formation should encour-
age and facilitate seminarians’ service of and concern for the poor and
vulnerable, an essential dimension of Catholic faith and priestly ministry.

408. Theological field education provides an opportunity for collabo-
ration. The field-education program introduces students to the experi-
ence of working with all who share responsibility for ministry in the
Church. This helps students develop an understanding and apprecia-
tion of the role of all ecclesial ministries. As a result, they come to
appreciate their own leadership role in relation to those with whom
they will one day collaborate.

C. ELEMENTS OF THE PROGRAM

409. Evangelization; Catholic schools; catechetics; religious education;
youth ministry; social justice; rural ministry; ecumenism; the care of the
sick, elderly, and dying; as well as ministry in varied cultural settings
indicate the breadth of experiences to which seminarians may be exposed
in the course of their field-education program. '
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