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University?

Q Excuse me,

University.
I see.
A It

University.

the 1line over the Years,

Studies. All righty

However,

And then I think there' g another

Summer, 7 don't Temember,

certificate jip alcohol Counseling?

A Alcoho] studies,

's a theologica} School at St.
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May 15, 19692

Yes.

Now, during your description of your
educational background, you had mentionéd that
you began serving as a parish priest after your
graduation from Bonaventure University.

Can you now describe for me the positions
that you held in chronological order, if
possible, as a curate or a parish priest in the
Worcester Diocese? .I believe, did it begin
with Saint Stephen's or was it Saint Mary's
that you began at?

No. It would have been -- actually, yes, it
did begin at Saint Stephen’'s. I was a deacon
there and then, after I was ordained, I was
there for a few months.

So, you were at Saint Stephen's for four or
five months?

I don't remember how many months. Before I
went to BU. Right.

It was less than a fear?

T was ordained in May, -they had me stay at
Saint Stephen's until September, when I moved

to Boston to do graduate studies.
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for Clergy ang Religjiousg counseling?
MR. LAPOINTE, Objectiop,
a Well, the House of Affirmation dealt with
mainly religious, spiritual, emotional issues,

It could be g3 Vocational issue,

stay with hig role, Priest, and he wag focuseq
On more gag Priest than ag 4 human Person who

Was depressged, All rights That if You put inp,
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Missouri, which is in the suburbs. And in
Florida, in Clearwater, Florida.
Was there also one in England?
That was not part of the House of Affirmation.
So, there was the center in Worcester, in
Whitinsville; correct?

MR. REARDON: Objection as to form.
They call it Whitinsville. Yes.
Thank you for correcting me.
All right.
There was a center in Florida?
Yes. Later on.
Excuse me?
Years later. Not at this time.
There was eventuallyra center in Webster
Groves, Missouri?
Right.
And by the way, was the House of Affirmation
always located at the Whitinsville location?
The Whitinsville one was always located in
Whitinsville.
But there was another center at some point?

Did you move into a new facility?

We built a wing there.
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board?
MR. REARDON: Objection as to the form.
Is his name there? oh, Yes. He would have

been on the international advisory board.

Affirmation, either in an advisory capacity or
in any other Capacity?

He would often come to celebrate mass for us,.
Other than to celebrate mass, did he receive
reports from you or anyone else at the staff on
the activities going on at the House of
Affirmation?

Yes. There would be --— not from me, I don't
think, anyway. If they went out under my
signature, they would have Dr. Polcino's
signature, too.

One of the things the house was built upon
and the bishops agreed upon and got itg
credibility in the early days was that
cbnfidentiality of the priest and religious was
assured. Prior to that, priest ang religious,
and even today, some feél that tiéir bi;hops

have Privy to the most personal things of that,
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their therapist. It was set up very clearly
with Bishop Harrington and that is that priests
and sisters would have aﬁonymity when they came
to the house, but they also required that a
report would be sent and the patient would be
shown the report. The patient wouldn't have,
in any case, have any control over that,
whether it would be sent, but they would know
it was being sent to their.superiors.

Also, Bishop Harrington also did do one
other thing at the House of Affirmation. He
sat in and did for a couple years, would come a
few times a year to, this sounds funny, I don't
know how he ever did it, but he had a lot of
humility and he was a very kind man, "Take your
anger out on the bishop sessions." Aall right.
So, all these priests who were angry at the
bishops, he would sit there -- not necessarily
Worcester priests -- and they'd direct their
anger and he would try to deal with, not as a
therapist, although he was a social worker, but
as a bishop. Aand that was very helpful to some

of the priests.

Can I back you up to a part of your answer? I

T e
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believe you said that one of the activities of
the House of Affirmation would be to provide
the diocese with some sort of report concerning
the persons who had come under its treatment.
Is that correct?
Well, we have to be Precise there, because it
was very clear to us that this was not going to
the diocese. This was going to the bishop or
the bishop's Tepresentative, personnel
director, it could have been over the years.
Some bishops had a pastoral director. al1l
right?
Well, then, let me be as Precise as possible.
Who was it that these reports would be provided
to? Can you name the persons?
No. What I could tell You -~ when a client
came in, they had to sign, "Do you want reports
Sent to someone, who is that person, do you
authorize it." And so it would be sent to that
Person and only that pPerson.

If a bishop called and said, "Father
So-and-so is there" -- Bishop Harrington and
Bishop Flanagan never did this, but sometimes

other bishops -- "f want to know what's going
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on, boom, boom, boom."

And we would say we could not say anything
without the client giving us permission to do
that. If the client had not signed a release,
then we couldn't say even if the client was
there. That was set up by Dr. Polcino.

So, as I understand your answer, the reports
were only made when fhe client authorized ~---
Absolutely.

-—-— a report to be made?

And only to that person. Not to an institution
or ~—=—-

When you say "that person," you're referring to
a particular person, either the bishop or, as
vou describe, one of the other individuals who
were authorized by the patient to see the

report?

MR. REARDON: Objection. That's not what
he said.
No. What I'm saying is, it was not given to an
office, like a bishop or a personnel director.
It  was, authorization was given precisely to,
say, Bernard Flanagan. Couldn't say "the

Bishop of Worcester." It had to yive us a
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(By Mr. Lyons) Can you tell me, physically, at
this time, do you know the whereabouts of the
records of the House of affirmation?

I have absolutely no knowledge as to where they
are.

MR. REARDON: I'm sorry, Father: I can't
hear YOu down here.

I have absolutely no knowledge as to where the
records of the House bf affirmation are.

MR. REARDON: I hear you nowvw, Father.

MR. DONIGER: Is that a stress ball here?

MR. REARDON: Yes. I'm under stress
here. I broke both wrists.

(By Mr. Lyons) At any time while you were in
the position of executive director of the House
of Affirmation, did you have any discussions
with either Bishop Flanagan or Bishop
Harrington regarding patients who were treated
at the House of Affirmation for pedophilia?

MR. REARDON: Objection. As I previously
stated, I think that crosses the line and
impinges upon the very strict statute construed
in Massachusetts law and I strongly suggest

that he has no right to talk about__that.

| MlhEI
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MR. DONIGER: I'm going to let him answer
that in the very general form that you present
it, Steve, because I don't believe that the
statute precludes a general question like
this.

MR. REARDON: He might answer yes or no.

MR. DONIGER: Exactly.

MR. REARDON: All right. After that ~--

THE WITNESS: ‘Could you re-ask the
gquestion?

MR. LYONS: Why don't we have the Reporter
read it back this time.

MR. REARDON: Great.

(The Court Reporter read back the pending
guestion, beginning at page 84, line 14.)

MR. REARDON: I still object to it.

MR. DONIGER: Jﬁst a yes Or no.

Yes.

And can you tell me, to the best of your
recollection, how many times you may have had
such discussions?

MR. REARDON: Objection.

MR. LAPOINTE: Objection.

MR. DONIGER:T You can- - answer- that.

DUNN & GOUDREAU
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Once.

And can you tell me when in time? 1In other
words, a year, as precisely as you can recall,
this discussion that you are referring to took
place?

MR. REARDON: Objection.

MR. LAPOINTE: Objection.

MR. REARDON: That might then suggest the
name of the participant or the person who was
allegedly being treated.

MR. DONIGER: He wasn't ~- I don't
understand.

MR. REARDON: Well, you may zeroc in on the
year and say, look it, that's, that's the
particular time that Mr. Lyons may be talking
about. So it may identify a person, so I
object to the year coming forth because I think
that then zeroces in on a particular
individual. I would say that the ---

MR. DONIGER: Well, okay. Under those
circumstances, I think I'm going to have to
instruct him not to answer. I don't know
enough about this case and that may very well

be the case, that a particular year will have

DUNN & GOUDREAU
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established for persons who wanted to go to the
center for treatment; ig that correct?

MR. REARDON: Objection to form.
I think there was a waiting list. Yeah, there
was a waiting list, but I don't know when it
was.
How long were you executive director of the
House of Affirmation?
Oh, from 1972 to 1986.
and have you described for me all of your
duties and responsibilities.for that position
at least in general terms for your entire
tenure?
No.
At some point, did your duties and
responsibilities change appreciably?
It got a lot more administrative, giving a lot
more retreats, spiritual retreats for priests
and sisters, a lot of publishing, things like
that. Yeah.
When did you begin giving retreats for priests
and religious persons?
Well, somewhere in the seventies.

And what type of retreats did you ---

DUNN & GOUDREAU
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meditate on that maybe. Maybe some places, you
gave two conferences a day plus mass.

(Recess taken from 12:06 to 12:15 p.-m.)
(By Mr. Lyons) How long were you at the House
of Affirmation, until what date?
Until October of, the 26th -~ I me;n, October
of '86. Then I went on sabbatical and I was
off the payroll, I think, the following spring,
in '87.
And can you tell me, please, what was the
reason for your leaving thé House of
rAffirmation?
I resigned.
Aﬁd were you asked to resign the House of
Affirmation?
Nope.
It's your testimony that you were not
terminated from your position as executive
director; is that correct?
No. I resigned.
Did any event precipitate your decision to
resign from the House of Affirmation?
Yes. I think there was a lot of burnout on my

part. And I was on sabbatical and I felt that

DUNN & GOUDREAU
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it was Jjust best ---

MR. REARDON: I'm having trouble again

hearing you. I'm Sorry. ;

I was just on sabbatical and I thought it was

in my best interests. And then Bishop ' _EW
Harrington said he was going to reassign me,
so —-- i
And was your decision to resign or the decision
of the bishop to reaséign you based in any way \
on allegations of financial improprietj at the \
House of Affirmation on your 'part?

MR. DONIGER: Objection.

MR. LAPOINTE: Objection.

MR. DONIGER: Why don't you break the
question up? Because you're asking him if he
knows what was in the Bishop's mind.

Sure. Was your decision to resigmn in any way

based upon allegations inveolving financial

improprieties on your part at the House of

Affirmation?

No.

Was it at any time alleged that you had
misappropriated funds from the House of

Affirmation to purchase properties in Florida

DUNN & GOUDREAU
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and Maine?
MR. DONIGER: Was it alleged?
MR. LYONS: Yes, sir.
By whom?
By anyone?
By the media.
This was something that was alleged only by the
media?
I never got allegafions from anybody else.
At any point, were allegations such as I've
described for you conveyed by anyone from the
Worcester Diocese to you?

MR. DONIGER: Objection.

MR. REARDON: I object. It's nothing to
do with this particular case, whether the
diocese found fimancial difficulty or did
financial difficulty. You're representing
someone who alleged some sexual improprieties.
What the diocese did or did not de with regard
to his money, I don't admit that they did, has
nothing to do with the present situation. I
think it's outside of the scope of the case.
Do you have in mind my guestion?

Um-hum. > - - -

DUNN & GOUDREAU
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THE WITNESS: Could you read the question
back?

MR. LYONS: Let me ask it again.

Are you aware generally from any source whether
or not the House of Affirmation undertook the
treatment of any priest where it was alleged
that that priest had engaged in inappropriate
sexual contact with children?z

MR. FARREY: Objeétion.

MR. REARDON: Objection.

MR. DONIGER: Now you're asking a slightly
different question. I thought what you were
asking was, did the House of Affirmation ever
treat a priest for pedophilia, as opposed to
the guestion you just asked, which is,, did the
House of Affirmation treat a priest for
anything as to whom it had been alleged that he
had -- I mean, they might have been treating
him for alcohol abuse.

MR. LYONS: 1I'll choose the first one.
That's what I've been attempting to get at.

MR. DONIGER: And that's what I'm going to

let him answer.

MR. REARDON: May I make an-objection now?

DUNN & GOUDREAU
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MR. DONIGER: zlesl.

MR. REARDON: JtsT TC ¢ on the record for
consistency -~-

MR. FARREY: I cbijsct.

THE WITNESS: Can I ask z question?

MR. DONIGER: If yo2 deoz't understand the
question that's being asksé, <hen don't answer
the question. ©No, you &Z2z3't zsk any
questions. Mr. Lyons asXs IIz guestions.

(By Mr. Lyons) Would you i1i¥=s to have the
question reread to you?

| THE WITNESS: Can I c©zzZ=zlt with my
attorney for a moment?

MR. LYONS: OAbsoluteiv.

MR. DONIGER: Of courss.

MR. LYONS: For privacy =zzXe, why don't

you go outside.

(Mr. Doniger and the ¥izzzzs leave the
room to confer and subseguazzlzT return.)
The answer to the questioz 2z 7=g,

MR. DONIGER: And by "Ic-iz= of
" Affirmation," just so we'r2 -- va're talking
about any number of the c=-I=-:z. both in this

country and abroad. - -

DUNN & GOUDRELT
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MR. LYONS: fThat'sg fine.
Can I ask the same question with respect to the
House of Affirmation in the Worcester Diocese?
MR. REARDON: My objection.

Are you aware of any instance where it

.undertook the treatment of a Priest where there

were allegations involved of inappropriate
sexual contact with a child?
MR. FARREY: I object.
MR. REARDON: Objection.
MR. LAPOINTE: Objection.:
MR. DONIGER: You can answer that.
No.
Did you ever discuss with Sister Anna Polcino

the policy of the House of Affirmation with

Sexual abuse?
MR. REARDON: Objection.
Yes.
When did that conversation take Place to the
best of your recollection?
1 was coming back to Whitinsville, I had been

in, like out in the Midwest or far west, and

o L
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MR. REARDON: If he says yes, what's he
saying yes to?

MR. DONIGER: Exactly. Condone,
encourage, you got all sorts of words in

there.

MR. LYONS: Let me break it down.

During your tenure at the House of Affirmation,

did you persqnally in any way encourage sexual
relationships between priests and adolescent
boys?

No.

Did you in any way condone such activity?
No.

Did you in any way by your actions or by
example condone such activity?

No.

Do you know whether anyone else at the House of

Affirmation ever condoned such activities?
With adolescent boys?

Yes, sir.

No.

Do you know =-- and by that I mean, do vyou know
whether or not anyone else at the House of

Affirmation, through actions or examples that

DUNN & GOUDREAU
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T was in the seminary when he was in the
seminary. I was a year or two ahead of him.
Are you aware of anf complaints having been
made about Peter Inzerillo involving
inappropriate sexual contact with adolescents?
I was shocked to read that in the paper.
That's my only knowledge.
Prior to that, prior to reading about it in the
newspaper, did you have any knowledge of such
activities wifh Peter Inzerillo?
No. Shocked. No.
Do you know whether or not, this is a yes or no
question, do you know whether or not Peterx
fnzerillo was ever treated at the House of
Affirmation for any reason?

MR. REARDON: Obijection.

MR. FARREY: I object.

MR. DONIGER: Just if you have knowledge.
I have no knowledge.

MR. LYONS: Maybe if I take a five-minute
break, I can wrap up real fast.

(Recess taken from 2:54 to 2:59 p.m-.)

(Copy of a article entitled "The House of

Affirmation" from “ﬁroghers Newsletter" marked
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