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DEDNCATION OF BASILICA CHAPEL — A gln panlupates Ini the dedicalion of Cur Lady of La Veng Chapsl & the Basiica
of the Mational Shine of the Immaculate Concaplion In Washinglon Ocl. 21. The chapel was a gilt from Viainamesa-
Amencans. See story p. 15 [CNS phowoiMashew Barmick, coumasy of she Nagonal Shiine)

SIM grants help parishes, schools with
limited resources make necessary repairs

Bw Joan Kurkowski-Gillen
Cmespc-ndent

Charlens Hymesl might be
the only p:m' ﬂ".an]c:u] for the
ongoing drought in Merth Texas.
Cloudless skies mean one thing
to the 5t. Fita School principal:
Thers won't be any rain laak-
ing through the roof and into
classroocms.

“When 1t startz fo rain, my
huskand and [come tothe school
to setoutbuckets " the dedicated
administrator explains. “In one
hallway, the water tnckles down
the wall and makes a puddle.”

Durng the last downpour, a
leak in the roof soaked comput-

L '1!' jJ‘fo ['-!-.‘H L
ers in the fifth grade classroom.
Fortunately, the schoel was abls
to zzlvage the units.

“T'we been principal [for] four
vears, and I've been fighting thas

problem thewhele ime I'vebean
here,” she says in frustration.
I':rkstei':rm\:,inle.i.m'str_-:
the Annual Thocesan Appeal,
relief iz on the way: 5t. Fitaicone
of a dozen schools and parishes
slated to recelve 2 capital grant
to help with costly repair work
or building projects. The SIM
campaignis currently underway
inthe Dicesse of Fort Warthwith
a r.'n:uJ tr: raJs..— :!r. -ftt :I:l:l tnr z

needs of L"..- lch church h.e:e :"
the 25 counties of the diocese. To

date, §1.7 mallion iz commutted
toward the goal.
See 5IM mEres.., 5 B

Speakers at Canon Law convention say there’s
room for improvement in church consultation

PORT WORTH (CNS) —
Theres room for improvement
mn church consultabion, said
speahers at the annual conven-
tion of the Canon Law Sodety
of America.

The Code of Canon Law pre-
seribes various structures for
church consultation, but they are
not always effective in practics,
the speakers zaid during ths
9-12 meeting in Fort Worth.

The theme of the convention,
“Consultation in the Life of the
Church: In Service of Commu-
mo,"” was inspired by Pope John

Faul II's 2001 apostohe letter,
1IL'.-.-.-.- 1|-1:|m=ﬂ"11'.l\:| T""..f."'" 2 |'-_|_r "}'f
Begrrmnmg of the New Millewmziem)
In it the late pope called f"‘I
str—ngt. .:11:.115 £l sanLa..Ll‘_ of
commuricn” by effechvelyusing
the structures of particpation
and consultation provided for
i charch law.

In an Oct. 9 keynote address,
Cardinal Ozcar Rodrigusz Mara-
diaga of Teguaigalpa, Honduras,
identified consultative bodies
om all chureh levels, from the
Svmod of Bizhops and College of

Cardmals assisting the pope, to

vanouslay and priests’ councils
helping diocezan bishops, and
fimance and pastoral councls
aiding pastors.

“Truly, the Codeof Canon Law
proposss perfect structures for
consultation,” Cardinal Rodn-
guez zaid However, they will
be effective only if thoss who
rzquest and offer adwics have
the zbility to listen, espedally to
“listen wizely,” he added.

Mzgr. John Strymkowsla, for-
mersxecutive directorofthe 1.5,
bichops' Secretanat for Docirine

Ser Cowsteramon..., . 13

Pope says Christians
can be missionaries
to those near and far

By Cindy Wooden

VATICAN OITY (C5) — All
Christians are called to be mis-
slonaries, sharing the good news
of God's love in their families,
workplaces, or in far-off lands,
Pope Benadict XV said.

"MWizsion starts from the

heart,” the pope said duning his
midday Angelus address Oct.
22, which was World Mizsion
Sunday.

“The love that moved the
Pather to send his Son into the
world and [moved] the Son to
offer him=zlf for us to the point
of dying om the cross, that same
love was poured by the Holy
Spint into the hearts of belisv-
ers,” he zaid.

Converted and saved by lowe,
every Christan is called to pro-
claim “the good news that God
iz lowe and, in thiz way, save the
world,” the pope said.

Becauss mizsion iz a matter of
sharing the love of God, every
Chnishan can and must be 2 mis-
sionary, he said.

Mizsionary work 15 not lim-
ited to traveling far away to
proclaim the Gospel to people
who havenotheard the meszage,
he said. Missionary work also
can be ttixdng to maks one's
family life holy, living one's
professicnal life “with a Chris-
tian spirit,” or dedicating one's
life to God in the priestheod or
religious life.

Bishops from Americas discuss
threats to life, U.S. border fence

By Cindy Wooden

VATICANCITY {CN5)—The
breakdown of familiez and
threats to human life, from akbor-
fion to the dsath penalty, are
challenges that Catholics in the
Americas must confront, said a
group of bizhops mesting at the
Vatican.

The counal ef bishops charged
with momitoring and promoting
follow-up to the 1997 Synod
of Bishops for Amenca and to
Pope John Faul I's 1999 post-
synodal document, The Chuoch
m America, met at the Vatican in
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early October.

In addition to :E"‘L‘L."El"g
threatz fo human hfs, councl
members — from MNorth and
Socuth America as well az from
theVatican— alsooffered aharsh
aszessment of plans to construct
a fenes along the U5 -Meracan
border

Cn Oct. 23, Congress s=nt the
bill anthorizing construction of
700 males of fendng to Fresident
George W. Bush, who signed 1t
Oct. 26

“The wall along the United

Sex Bonpen FevcE.., F. 16
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VATICAN NEWSPAPER — Pope Benedict XVI rears ihe Valican newspaper,
L'Dszarvasore Aomana, In this 2005 phata. The nawspapar's editonial views
comespaond ko Calholic t2aching and posions [=ken by e pops. An extibit on
e 145-year hiskony of the WASCEN nawspaper IS currantly on dispiay In Fome.
See story, p. 24 (CNS phomL ' OSSEmarDE Fosa)
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SIM helps get much-needed
projects off the ground

Frone zace 1

unng this, our 24th cam-
'Jaigr the generosity of our
Catholic famili=s lI!" the -i1:n3=s—
l'_\:l"t."l.'.lra o inepire me,” sayE
John Honaman, director of
':"w'_rd ship and Development.
“Through the comtinued prayers
of all of us, I am hopeful dona-
tions will set an all-time record
thiz year.”

For Hymel and the 229 stu-
dentswho attend 5. Fita School,
assistance cam't come soon
enough. The school's flat roof
enables rainwater to pool for
several days before the sun dries
it up.

"Parent wolunteers have
patched the roof many tmes,
but some of the leaks are hard
to find,” the princpal explains.
“Moisture gets beneath the
chingles and mowves.”

Estimates to repair or replacs
the roof range from 3,000 o
§90,000. The school commu-
nity Is appraciative for any h=lp
from Sharing in Ministry it can
TECELVE.

“Money is always an issue in
Catholic schocls. We operate on
a very tight budget,” the educa-
tor pomntsout. “Turhon wouldn't
begin to cover the cost of fixing
the roof. Without help from the
diocess, we would just keep
patching the problem

Although the Annual Dhoe-
esan Appeal supports a myrad
of causes — from Catholic Chari-
fies to faith formation programs
— one-third of the monsy do-

Oivia Wikson (left} and Cassendra Reyes, studants at

51. IRita School in East Fort Worlh, exfl 8 paw afer &
schiool Mess. Despite recent drought conditions. In North
Texas, 51 Rita Principal Chalans Hymel gels nenous
when she 5865 rain clouds develop because of the major
leaks presant throughout the school faclity. A Sharing in
Minisiry grant will heip the school fo pay for these much-
neagad rapalrs. (Phodo by Donna Ryckasr)

Parishioners urSm Ma1£~:| Misslon In Foit Wiarth ere woirking hard bo relsa
100,000 In order to receive a malching grant Irom Sharing In Ministry. Plans
are 1o tear down thesa fwo alder sinsciunes o meke wey for & new rellgious
education bullding. (Phoso by Donna Ayckaan)

natediz given directly to parishes
ar schools for speafic projects.
Catholic families in the diccese
are generous when the collechon
basketiz paszed sach Sunday, but
“formary communities, the sup-
port 1= not enough to mest their
nzeds, and that's exactly where
funds from Sharing in Ministry
come in,” Honaman explains.
The Sunday offering, supple-
mented with money donated to
the diocezan app=al by famihes
throughout the diccese, canmake
atremendousimpact onthe bves
of thousands of people. In past
years, Sharingin Mimstryhelped
repair a rural church zeversly
damaged by a spring storm and
provided another country parish
withamuch-needsd paved park-
ing lot. Most recently, Catholics
Iiving in Mergan, a small town
atthe southern fip of the diocess,
were grateful for the assiztance
givenin building a §282,000 par-
ish hall for Cur
Lady of Guadal-
upe Church.
Fort Worth
Bizhop Kevin
Wann joined pa-
nishicmers in cel-
ebrating the new
religious educa-
tion/ commumity
space during
dedication cer-
emonies Oct. 5.
Thenswhbulding
iz the culmina-
tion of five vears
of planming and
sacrifice by the
strugghng rural
community of
65 famihes that
manages to col-
lect 5485 in offer-
mgs zach week.
"Evervons in
Morgan was so
thankful to their
‘angels’ in the
Dhocess of Fort
Warth who con-
tributed to the

project throwgh Shanng in Mini=-
try,"” Honaman says. “They want
gvervone to know how grateful
theyv are.”

FPanizhicners of San Mateo
Mission in Fort Worthare hoping
fior similar support as they try to
raizemoney for areligious educa-
tion building. _']1.e':n"d.c\u:r|.in_r.ﬂ}'
Hispanic, center-city parish ha
outgrown the =m zmall, worn-out
church building where claszes
are currently held three evenings

2 week because of the lack of

spacs.

“We just dom’t have encugh
room for the children we have
in our religious instruction
program,” says Father Robert
Strittmatter, the priest in charge
of the parch, a mission of 5t
Fatnck Cathedral “Some mew
classrooms and office space
would help.”

Two hundred youngsters ar=
currently enrolled in daszes, and
parizh leader Simon Sanchez ex-
pects those numbers to chimb.

“Cur mumbershave increased
200 percent mnthe past two vears,
am '1~.'='-"L".n:i]::a e that trend con-
tinuing,” savs the "'fLu]dJng COmL-
mittesmambar “Adulteducztion
inSpanishand Enghshisgrowing
az well, so that's a fackor.”

Crganizers are hoping that

a §30,000 matching grant from
Shanng in Ministry w-'.lg—:nE'a'E
support for 2 new parish build-
ing to houss five dassrooms and
two offices.

The miszion received assis-
tance from the Annual Diocesan
Appeal once before, remembers
Erme Barbosa.

“Witho Ip from the dio-
CESE, WE OO 't have bult our
urch. Sharing in Ministry
was the impetus to get that go-
ing,” explains the fundraising
chairman.

Ee o st arh:ug another major

Sanl [a'ec mustraice 100,000 0
receive the matching grant. Bar-
boza belisves placing 2 shipula-
tion on the gift iz a good idea.

“We have totake p in our
pansh, get involved, and show
the diocess we can raise the
money,” hesays. SIMmoneyisan
incenfive to “get people pumpsd
up and give them the dnve to
.a.c*n:nm]:-hsn this.”

Flanz are in the sarly stages,
but Barkosa 1= confidant the 200
families regi:e:.:—f. atJan Matzo
will work to make a rehgious
et.u.c fion building a reality.

"We're going fo do 1t," he
promises, adding hejustisn't surs
of the timing at this point.

Faising thouzands of dollars
15 a monumental fask, but “the
nzeds are thers,” admits Msgr
Hubert Mew, 5t. Patrick pastor.

Tawo bulldings currently us=d
by San Mateo for J:neet"g and
administrative purposes — an
old house and an old church
building — should betormn down
becauszofage, space, and design
considerations.

“Withouthelp from Shanngin
Mimstry, places like San Mateo
would never [be able to] afford
the buldings thev need,” Msgr.
Men explainz. “I"'m encouraging
the people to work towward 1t."

Malking necessary improve-
ments or af.-:hng staff iz always
a smlagle for small panishes.
Mobody knows that batter than
Father Steve Berg, whe has
uggled the demandsof fourrural
churches for the past four years.
Una typical weskend, the priest
travels 80 miles to say Masz and
hear confessions 2t 5t. Willilamin
Montague, 5t Josephin Nocona,
5t. Jeromein Bowie, and 5t Mary
in Henrietta. Add sick and be-
rezvement calls, adminisira ve
tasks, and;r_\w—]mgtr_\l"ﬂ 15k of
appointments, and the scheduls
iz exhausting.

Help finally arrived last
spring in the form of Russ De-
twiler. Ordained a permansnt
deacon in the diccese 11 years
aga, Detwiler moved back to
Michigan in 2001 to be doser to

Father Anher
Strmaticr
baphizes

&n infant &t
San Mateo
Mission. The

growth In

Its religious
educalion
program — a
204 parcent
Incragse In
o yaars. An
SIM maiching
granit will
halp the
burgecning
COmimunity
create more
rosm far

r=latives. He and hiswife, Cecilia
returned to the Metroplex last
zpring and agreed to zettle in
Henrietta. Sharing in Ministry
will cover a portion of the ex-
penszs incurred by the deacon
as he assists the rural pastor with
iz cluster of parishes.

“Far the past four vears, ['ve
rzlied on voluntesr help almost
enclusively,” Fr. Berg —xp]a.ins

“Whenlcamehere, the un.. paid
..-m]::]n:n'-:e was the priest.

Since his arrival, Deacon
Dretwiler has spent ime visiting
the sick, helping with religions
formation, and cataleging inven-
tory at each parizh for insurance
Proposes

“Having him here iz a real
bleszing,” the pastor savs. “He's
somebody [ respect, who chares
my comcerns. I
cutlock tow:

Thizs extra ]:_.. of helping
hands provides a sense of bal-
ance to the mural ministry that
serves 430 households, three
hozpitals, zeven nursing homes,
and two jails.

“I can be more proacive than
reactive now,” Fr. Berg notes.
“There"s more time to plan, and
we're planming farther ahead ™

The Sharingin Ministry grant,
whichwill pay the deacon'strawel
expenditures, iz2 nft appreciated
by the rural Catholics.

“Shanngin Minstry s the con-
nection between the diocess and
these cutlying panizhes,” Fr. Berg
adds. “The people feel included
and less isolated

Detwiler, who served Sacred
Heart Chogrch m Wichuita Falls
befors moving away, i emjoving
the country lifzstvle.

“I¥shusy, ku.'c‘tar‘-':na-:—-i,
he says. Tnervre bezutiful little
p_nshes _r'»:lt:..-p—npl—arew-:ur-
derful. A deacon is su]:']:vused to
serve, 50 1'm hers to do whatever
they need.”
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