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Papal delegation suspends ordinations in Paraguay diocese
July 29, 2014 5:39 PM

Ciudad del Este, Paraguay, Jul 29, 2014 / 04:39 pm (CNA/EWTN News).- An apostolic

visitation of Paraguay's Cuidad del Este diocese concluded on Saturday with the visitors

suspending a scheduled ordination until they have reached conclusions about their

investigation.

“For the time, priestly and diaconal ordinations for the students of St. Joseph's Major

Seminary are suspended and it is unknown how long this will endure – it can only be

revealed by the Pope,” Cardinal Santos Abril y Castello, who led the apostolic visitation,

said at a July 26 press conference.

The diocese was scheduled to have priestly ordinations Aug. 15. A release from the

diocese clarified that “the ordinations of Aug. 15 have been suspended until the

conclusion (of the visitation), not canceled.”

While the visitation took place July 21-26, Cardinal Abril y Castello and Bishop Milton

Troccoli Cebedio – who assisted the cardinal in the investigation – will return to Rome to

arrange the data collected and present it to Pope Francis.

The conclusion has not yet been scheduled, but is anticipated in September. The

apostolic visitation of the Diocese of Ciudad del Este was announced by the apostolic

nuncio to Paraguay July 2.

Since 2004 the diocese has been led by Bishop Rogelio Livieres Plano, who was

ordained a priest of Opus Dei in 1978.

Soon after coming to the diocese, Bishop Livieres opened a major seminary for his

diocese, in light of the shortage of priestly vocations, and he has been closely involved in

promoting.

More than 60 priests have been ordained in the past 10 years from St. Joseph's Major

Seminary. According to Italian daily La Stampa, the seminary has “cut the period of

priestly formation to only four years, citing the urgent need for new priests.”

Because of this success, in 2012 the diocese opened the St. Andrew Minor Seminary, as

well as the St. Irenaeus of Lyons Institute of Priestly Formation.

The Catholic World Report Blog

Jesuit priest defends Israel in pages of "America"

magazine

St. Pius X’s Plea for Peace

Christ is the Treasure Hidden in the Field

The Exodus of the Endangered (and Largely

Unknown) Middle Eastern Christians

Did We Really Need Vatican II?

Meriam Ibrahim arrives safely in Italy, meets

Pope Francis

News Briefs

http://www.facebook.com/CatholicWorldReport
https://twitter.com/cworldreport
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Default.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Issue/IssueArchive.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Zone/4/Editorial.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Video.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/AboutUs.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Newsletter/Default.aspx
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=A8YWU6FQDM4Q4
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Advertising.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs/Default.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs/Default.aspx?categoryId=Americas
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs/Default.aspx?rssGuid=pope-francis-issues-peace-plea-to-all-holy-see-embassies-63373/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs/Default.aspx?rssGuid=working-class-marriage-rate-hurt-by-weak-church-efforts-25007/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs/Default.aspx?rssGuid=bishops-plea-to-us-government-help-iraqi-christians-75024/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs/Default.aspx?rssGuid=124-korean-martyrs-to-be-beatified-by-pope-next-month-87552/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/default.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Rss/Feed.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Rss/Feed.aspx?Category=Blog
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Rss/Feed.aspx?Category=Editorial
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Rss/Feed.aspx?Category=WebExclusive
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3278/jesuit_priest_defends_israel_in_pages_of_america_magazine.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3276/st_pius_xs_plea_for_peace.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3274/christ_is_the_treasure_hidden_in_the_field.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3272/the_exodus_of_the_endangered_and_largely_unknown_middle_eastern_christians.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3270/did_we_really_need_vatican_ii.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3269/meriam_ibrahim_arrives_safely_in_italy_meets_pope_francis.aspx
http://ab159959.adbutler-alion.com/redirect.spark?setID=147600&CID=84962&banID=519253428&tc=1&location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.maryfilm.com%2F
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CX9trqgHZU6CkPNKjlQf6iYDoAtLp2PUEAAAQASD6-JIdUL6niPz8_____wFgyZbuiISk7A_IAQPgAgCoAwHIA50EqgT3AU_QANa6uht_aVqVBbWAliqXflNJr_M37hxPWwOYUfxeQiRsk3W5hlC-NPGQIS8HYNWK1QDOxGPrcM1MV2v5qPgMnchw40dQmM7BfbpBinipCrU1Mrn2r_Nb5dSFHFhbMonUhpDiAXj0epRfF7rxhuiGCn8Pw0VpwCUfPZ5T8-prI-D99xz9pL6T-7LQzooTrzT2aIhV9nue57LzMeMSglqoFnfeaZAspZ3SCYtE_0fSMaXtNMFxbprfcW-Q4z-AFTvXIhkqM9gc2Qy9Oq3vDP7xUULdbkTKoMBsYmppC_0mD93q1MDgC7NfmpByVhkwRFFS_alFKkngBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_2LaKY0mtpZ0iF7ndsIxnrxlT4e_g&client=ca-pub-5705117640248675&adurl=http://www.ignatius.com/promotions/Three_Novels/


7/30/2014 News Briefs/Rss |  Catholic World Report - Global Church news and views

http://www.catholicworldreport.com/NewsBriefs/Default.aspx?rssGuid=papal-delegation-suspends-ordinations-in-paraguay-diocese-60005/ 2/2

Home

About Us

Ignatius Press

Copyright

Contact Us

Free eNewsletter

Donate

Advertise

According to a statement on the diocese's website, the Paraguyan bishops “resisted”

Bishop Livieres' new seminaries because they would “break the monolithic scheme of

priestly formation” held by the national seminary.

The Diocese of Ciudad del Este has received attention because Fr. Carlos Urrutigoity,

who was until earlier this month its vicar general, has a history of sexual abuse

accusations.

The Argentine native served in the Diocese of Scranton from the late 1990s until 2002,

when a highly publicized lawsuit accused him of sexual misconduct involving minors at

the now-closed St. Gregory's Academy.

According to the Diocese of Ciudad del Este, the supposed accusations are mere

calumny made by Fr. Urrutigoity's detractors, his “ideological persecutors.”

Concluding its statement about the apostolic visitation, the diocese wrote that “the growth

and strength of the People of God in Paraguay was cruelly mutilated following the unjust

trial and suppression of the Jesuit missionaries at the end of the 18th century. They also

were accused by questionable ecclesiastics in alliance with powerful lobbies and

politicians.”

“Those who bet that history will repeat itself in our diocese may be surprised to find that,

at this time, the Bishop of Rome is an heir of those Jesuits, slandered and suppressed,

disposed to write history in a new way.”
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