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Chavez vows to ‘lead with
the head and the heart’

Incoming superintendent adopts

predecessor’s mantra as he steps up to
challenges of post-pandemic education

By Teya Vitu

tvitu@sfnewmexican.com
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Santa Fe residents Norma Bell, left, and Randa Phillips
were among 45 people who made investments through
Douglas Lien’s firm, Westend Investments.

‘Mini-Madoff’
who took locals’

funds ordered
to pay $10.4M

Civil cease-and-desist order bars Lien from
soliciting or accepting investments in N.M.

An unregistered Santa Fe investment adviser dubbed a
“mini-Madoff” was ordered to pay nearly $10.4 million in
restitution and penalties after engaging in a Ponzi scheme
for 20 years involving 45 investors across the country.

A federal judge issued a consent order April 7 for a
permanent injunction against Douglas Lien, 79, after the
Securities Division of the New Mexico Regulation and
Licensing Department issued a cease-and-desist order

against Lien.
. Please see story on Page A-4
GABRIELA CAMPOS/THE NEW MEXICAN
Larry Chavez walks the field with members of Capital High’s staff Friday as they discuss spacing and seating issues for the school’s up-
coming graduation ceremony. Chavez is banking on his affable nature and work ethic as strengths to lead the district as it transitions from
the tenure of Veronica Garcia, who announced in March she will retire at the end of the school year.
Interest grows Today
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A mural on a wall of the complex around Mary, Mother of

Priests Catholic Church in Jemez Springs.

As archdiocese continues to raise money to settle sex abuse suits,

Shadows of a former haven for troubled priests

INSIDE

Jemez Springs holds hints of ministry that offered pedophiles retreat

By Rick Ruggles

rruggles@sfnewmexican.com

JEMEZ SPRINGS — What remains of the
Servants of the Paraclete here is a wisp of the
Catholic order that thrived in this mountain
town a few decades ago.

The ministry that drew hundreds of priests
to Jemez Springs for nearly 50 years, treating
them for problems ranging from alcoholism
to pedophilia, shows hints of its old self. But

its history is inescapable as the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe continues to raise money to settle
lawsuits filed by dozens of people who say
they were sexually abused by priests.
Opened in 1947, the Paracletes’ properties
appear to be mostly empty. There may be
as few as two priests and one brother there.
One building north of town is for sale. But
plaques, signs and other items reveal a time
when the Servants of the Paraclete was a big,
if reclusive, organization in town.

@ Archdiocese tries to shed property to collect
funds for settlement. PAGE A-6

A park is named after the founder of the
Paracletes, the Rev. Gerald Fitzgerald. A
corkboard with notes tacked to it says the
possibility for retreat remains at the organiza-
tion’s motel-like facility. One 1963 plaque on
a church’s exterior suggests the gratitude for
a Paraclete co-founder should “ring out for
many centuries over this canyon.”

Please see story on Page A-6
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