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We

>, the undersigned, parishioners of St. Patricks

Church (Newport, New Hampshire) vitally ccncérned with the
welfare of our religious community and most satisfied with
the inspirational moral leadership of Father Robert Densmore
do hereby petition Your Excellency to do all within his power
to see to it that Father Densmore returns to St,., Patricks

Church so that he can continue to serve with great dedication

his God, his Church and his people.
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We, the undersigned, citizens of the Town of Newport,
New Hampshire, who know Father Robert Densmore to be a genuine
Christian human being and a most valued member of our community
do hereby petition Your Excellency to do all within his power
to see to it that Father Dasnsmore returns to St. Patricks Church
so that he can remain here and continue to be a vital force in

the spiritual growth of our town.
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- DENSMORE, ROBERT :;Zzngj
) -

March 3, 1969 -

Rev. Robert Densmore is presently living at the following
~address: o i

Rev. Robert Densmore

% Mrs. Kay Lee:

67 Church Street
Newport, New Hampshire"

Tel. 863-3057

RGL. L



March 26, 1969

Reverend Robert 'J. Densmore
c/o Mrs, Kay Lee

67 Church St.

Newport, New Hampshire -

Dear Father Densmore:

You are hereby appointed assistant to Very Reverend
Armand Provost, V.F., pastor of Saint Mary Parish, Clare-
mont, N.H. effective on April 1, 1969. This assignment
has been made necessary by the impasse reached between
you and Father Donnelly. '

I am sending you to a parish where you can work
with several priests in the hope that it will temper your
tendency to place your apostolic activities on a strictly
personal basis.

We have in the diocese an effective personnel board
and other means of discussion and settlement of grievances.
Your by-passing of these both in Salem and Newport has
not been in the spirit of the renewal in the diocese. Your
inclination to walk out of the rectory and to set up separate
quarters for yourself has also been a cause for scandal.

With a blessing and the hope that you will be happy
in your new post, 1 am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester



CHANCERY OFFICE
153 ASH STREET
MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
03105

DIODCESE OF MANCHESTER

March 31, 1969

Re: Reverend Robert Densmore

We received word from Father Armand Provost, V.F., pastor of
Saint Mary Parish, Claremont, N. H. to the effect that he had
just received word from Father Robert Densmore that he did not
intend to report for duty on April 1, 1969 in accordance with
his assignment from Newport to Claremont. )

I spoke with the Most Reverend Bishop about this and he said that
he could not understand Father Demsmore's action because he had
told him in their conversation before the transfer that he knew
he would be expected to leave Newport and that he hoped he would
be assigned to a nearby parish so as to be near his mother.

Comment

This strange behavior on the part of Father Densmore is in the
same line as his previous action when he was in Saint Joseph
Parish, Salem, N. H. at which time he disappeared without a
"by your leave" to the pastor and,while allegedly in the hos-
pital, was found to hae gone elsewhere.

Historically, his independence may be traced in part to the atti-
tude of his first pastor, Father Frank McMullen, who allowed him
to openate independently in the parish -- which would normally have
been a good thing for a young priest but which in his case spoiled
him for future assignments where he would be obliged to follow

the directions of a pastor.

The death of Father McMullen shortly after his appointment to the
new parish in Salem was a terrible shock to Father Densmore and it
may have had an effect upon him which 1is still felt.

-
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April 1, 1969

Reverend Robert J. Densmore
Box 52

"Bradford, New Hampshire 03221

Dear Father Densmore:

Upon receipt of your letter of March 30th, the
Most Reverend Bishop asked me to contact you and
ask you to come in to see him as soon as possible.
I have tried unsuccessfully all afternoon to reach you
at the following numbers - 863-3057 and 963-1613.
Since it was not possible to reach you by phone, I
thought it advisable to send you this special delivery
jetter and ask if it would be possible for you to come’
in and see the Bishop tomorrow, Wednesday, April 2nd,
either at 2:00 in the afternoon or at 3:30. If this is
not possible, may I ask you to call me 'sometime V.iednesday
afternoon.

Viith every good wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Raymond G. Lapointe
Lssistant Chancellor
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March 30, 1969
Eis Excellency,
Most Rev. E.J.. Primeau, STD
Bishop of Menchester
Box 310
Manchester, N.H..

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:
I received your letter on Friday.

I shall consider my ministry in Newport terminated on Tuesday,
April 1lst, and shall leave Newport on that date..

However, I must tell you that I will not commence =z ministry
in Clamemont according to the plans which you made. I would very
much like to live and work there -- but certainly not under the
menegement which 1is presently in force at St. Mary's. My going
there could only meke for greater problems later on.. I think it
is better not to enter into an arrangement which does not have the
least chance of success..

I have told Fr.. Provost that I will not be coming.. I would
neve told you, too, had I known sooner —- the news was in -the
loczl pepers the same day your letter arrived.

. I =am going on Tuesday to live in my own house, in Sutton.

I will not bother you or interfere with any of your operations.
Please do not approach me to work again unless you have in mind
some viable situation, located in this area, in which I would be
able to live in basic humen dignity, and be free to render
maximum and efficient ministerial service.

Yours sincerely,

gfiﬁ)eﬂﬂa/w

‘ Robt. J. Densmore

1

Rev. R.J. Densmore
Box 52
Bradford, N.H. 03221
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5369
Box 52
Bradford, N.H. 03221
April 18, 1969

Dear Bishop,

I spent three hours with Fr. Hannigan last week. He strongly
urged that I write to you and open myself to you completely--tell
you what is on my mind, I find it hard to believe that it will
do a great deal of good, but I promised him that I would, and if
it will help any, I am happy to do it.

I did not go to Claremont for several reasons -- all of them
ob jectively good and valid. Given all the present circumstances --
the situation in Claremont, my own particular situation, etc., it
would have been the worst possible place for me., These reasons

are as follows: (briefly)

1.) After what I had been through in Newport in the immediately
past weeks, I was in no condition, either physically or

emotionally, to undertake a new ministry in a new situation.

2,) St. Mary's Parish gives the impression of being rather
stagnant, pastorally. I feel I would have been powerless
to exercise any sort of real or effective ministry there.

3,) There is very little rapport between the priests and people
of Claremont. Knowing the place and the people so well,
and being myself known so well, I would have been inserted
into a situation which would have proved intolerable and
unfair to the other priests.

4,) The atmosphere in the rectory there strikes one as archaic,
stifling, and paternalistic in the worst semse. It seems
to be maximally an institution and minimally a house-home.

5.) One gets the impression that the parish is run more for the
purpose of maintaining the structural status quo rather than
for the porpose of seeking the most effective means of
preaching the Gopel.

6.) The arish is too big, and the consequent result is little
or no sense of community. It could be divided tomorrow
into three respectably sized parishes.

7.) I have always felt that Fr. Provost was not exactly the
man for the job there--asentiment in which I happen to
be joined by a majority of the thinking parishioners. I
had no desire to be a part of his team -- no one wants to
play on a losing teamn.

8.) Living in that house, I would have felt like a "kept man.'
I wouldn't have objected to the work I had to do--only to
the work that I would have been kept from doing. I am
convinced that any rectory -- but especially that one --
is the greatest possible barrier to our work.

A1l of these things I would have told: youi f you had only men-
tioned to me that you were contemplating this move. But I was hardly



’ | s
in a position to be able to discuss anything with you. The same 0070
afternoon your letter arrived, I got a call from the local paper
that the presses were already running the story. I do not think

-2t that was the right way to do business.

But, at the head of any list of reasons why I did not go to
Claremont -must stand the paramount reason that the transfer would
not have been an honorable one. I could not, in conscience, be a
compliant party to a maneuver which was so overwhelmingly unjust --
both to the people of Newport, and to me. There are times in the
1ife of a man when he is backed up against a wall by extraneous and
hostile circumstances, and when he must turn and say NO -- even when
he knows that he is well-nigh powerless, even when he knows that by
so doing he will bring suffering upon himself. The past two months
have been agonizing for me -- I have walked through each day with
fear, misgiving, and-despair at my side. Each day -- several times
each day-- I have probed my conscience. Always, d ways, the answer
comes up the same: "Stay, stand fast, resist, fight if necessary."

To do less, I believe, would be for me to do evil,

First of all, it was unjust to the people of Newport. I know
that the people are overwhelmingly dissatisfied wi th your adminis-
trator, and I am told that they have tried, both individually and

collectively, and upon several occasions, to move you to remove him.
For almost a year now, I have watched silently the destruction which
this man has wreaked upon this parish, and I have seen the parish
disintegrating and going down the drain. And I think that, being
here so .close to it all, I know why the people feel as they do. The
~-a is incurably ignorant, hopelessly incompetent, and dangerously

chofic. And yet you --choosing as you did to view the whole

...ing as a simple difficulty between two individual priests, instead
of recognizing the real and deeper issue at stake -- you thought to

solve it my moving me. And I say that this is not a just solution,
that you have not done justice to our people. You have done the
direct opposite of what your people asked of you; you have treated
them in a totally contrary fashion. It has been difficult enough
for them to live with the depradations of this man for a year, but
they looked to you to right the situation. Time and time again, I
heard people say "Where is our bishop? Is he asleep? Why doesn't
he do something? Does he care about us? Why doesn't he come and
help us? Etc., etc. And, since reading of my "transfer,' people
have said to me, "Do you go along with this? Are you going to be a
part of this? Is this the price we have to pay for trying to ap-
proach our bishop--losing you?" And sentiments in that vein. I
have tried to sustain their faith -- a difficult job when my own was
wavering so. But the only weapon I had at hand was my non-compliance.

Secondly, it was unjust to me. You have chosen to sodve this
problem by trying to remove me. Your letter to me, based as it was
upon gross misinformation, and filled as it was with insinuations
based thereupon, left me with no doubt that you felt I was totally
responsible for the entire difficulty. Instead of placing the
blame where it probably really belongs -- on yourself, for allowing
this man to proceed unhindered to do his damage -- you have tried
- ake me the scapegoat. For eighteen months I have lived and
»  .ed among these people, and I have reason to believe that they
were happy with my efforts. There was never any trouble between
them and me -- but there was great love, and it was mutual from both
sides. And suddenly, you try to effect a tmansfer which casts
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aspersions upon all my efforts here -- upon my approach, my ministry,
my preaching, my outlook, even my fundamental human worth., I submit
that you have tried to dishonor me to whitewash someone else, and
“hat you have done so without justice. (It is a tribute to the
.onesty of the people of Newport that your attempt has done me

very little damage in their eyes.)

First of all, for the immediate present, I ask only two things.
(I ask, because I hue reason to believe that you desire a solution

to all this.)

1.) I ask reappointment as asst. pastor of St. Patricicés.

2.) I ask financial remineration for the two months that I
stayed heee and worked after I had been evicted from
the rectory and was receiving no paye.

1.) With regard to reappointment, I feel that you owe this
to this parish, and to me, Bn justice to us both. 1 will not be
jnclined to go on to any other position under you unless you first
of all d ght this fundamental wrong. I don't ask any apology,
public or private, for the way I have been used, or for the suffering
which has been inflicted upon me, by you, by your letter, or by your
administrator here. Your rd@appointment of me will speak volumes
to all concerned, and it will restore me -- at least technically -- to
a position in which I was happy, at which I was doing well, and of
which I was unjustly deprived.
I certainly won't return to that rectory as long as that man

s there. I live in no man's house as an unwanted roomer and

sarder. I plan to stay right in my own house in Sutton until fall.
I have enphysema, add I have a joblined up for the summer which will
keep my out-of-doors, doing physical labor. The doctor says it will
be of great theraputic value, both because of the fresh air and
exercise involved, and also because I smoke very little when busily
occupied with hard work. With regard to ‘pastoral duties, however,
I will be content to take care of the Newbury Mass during the summer.
It is held in the South Newbury Union Church -- three miles from my
house -- and I will be free on weekends to do this. You will have to
send a third priest to this parish anyway, as you did last summer,
for weekend work, and there is no reason why it shouldn't be me.

I will require no salary for doing this, and I'm sure that the
arrangement will be satisfactory to the administrator here, because
he measures everything in heaven and earth in terms of dollars and
cents. If all goes well, and he makes no trouble, I will voluntarily
resign my position as asst. pastor on Septemberlst, if, at that time,
you are still of a mind to retain the other two priests here. To sum
a1l of this up, then, I will be content if you will re-assign me as
Asst. pastor of St Patrick's, to care for the Newbury Mass during the
summer, and I will resign said post of Sept. 1st if you wish it.

2.) With regard to ra@muneration; On February 17th, I was
forcibly evicted from the rectory in Newport by your administrator.
For the two months of February and March, until my relief on April
1st, -- during which time I stayed on the job doing my work, without

roof overymy head, never knowing where the next meal was coming
_rom, I received no salary. I would say ''Forget it." But I could
use the money to meet my obligations incurred during that time of
finathcial loss. I am not wealthy, and have payments to meet on car
and house each month., The $450.05 involved would go a long way



toward straightening out my affairs, and I do not feel that I am

asking for something which is not justly owed to me. I ask that
vou direcyour administrator in Newport to send me a check for
.50,00.

And so, Bishop,if you are willing to do to me the minimum
justice of meeting these two conditions as outlined above, I will
consider that the honor of my people, and my own honor, has been
adequately vindicated, and that adequate reparation has been made.
If you are not willing to do this, then I will bear you no grudge --
I try to give every man the benefit of the doubt and to believe:

always that he is acting according to his own best lights. No,
I will bear you mo ill-will, but I will not work for you. I will
continue to live as a silent witness to the truth of all the facts
in this matter, and I am prepared to wait --even years, if necessary
until you, or your successor straightens things out.

During that potential interval, I would try to live according
to the Gospel (and would probably suffer according to it) even
though I could not preach it publicly. I would try to hold myself
in readiness for the future, and try to do nothing which would
impair my chance to preach again., Because, I have never for one
day regretted that I am a priest, and I am absolutely convinced that
this is what I omuis# was cut out to do, And, although it is the
most important thing in 1ife to me, still, I would voluntarily ab-
stain from it if the price I had to pay was human life and human
~ignity itself. A half-man cannot be a whole priest.

I must confess to you that my faith in you, and in the workings
of the Church, has been sorely battered. But, my faith in the Lord
is strong -- I believe that all things work to His purposes, ulti-
mately. This conviction is what has sustained me through all of
this period of trial. And, I believe that He is Lord of the future,
and I believe in that future. I also want to believe that you are
his sincere and devoted servant, and thus, I dare to hope that you

will do His justice.
Q

g Decirmona_

P.S., With regard to ministry after September XXX 1st, I have
a.few ideas, and a few reservations, but they are not clear in my
mind yet. Could we not wait till then to tackle them??



<\" o

> G2

~——

9373

April 30, 1969

Rev. RoBert J. Densmore
Box 52
Bradford, New Hampshire 03221

Dear Father Densmore:

Father Hannigan has been to see me to apprise
me of your discussions with him. I have also re-
ceived your letter.

I feel that nothing really can be accomplished
by correspondence and for that reason may I suggest
that we get together and discuss the matter. Would
you be kind enough to get in touch with Father Lapointe
and arrange for a meeting which would be mutually con-
venient for both of us.

With prayerful good wishes, I remain

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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May 9, 1969

Mrs. Muguette A. Saxby
Main Street W.
Bradford, New Hampshire 03221

Dear Mrs. Saxby:

Please excuse my delay in arswering your letter
of April 16, The past several weeks have been quite
hectic and I am a little late in answering my correspon-
dence.

Permit me to say that I was very much impressed
by your letter. Your thoughts and comments were made in
all Christian charity and with undérstanding and sympathy.

1 appreciate the time you took from your busy schedule
as the mother of a growing family to write to me. You may
be assured that I will take your comments under serious
consideration. '

Please pray for me as I do daily for all those
whose spiritual welfare has been entrusted to my care.

With every good wish and blessing to you and your
family, I am A

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester



0377




59978

s O

£




SN
) s.w'.f o




0

~

TN
RO AR

i

oy

[

TR

ey

o ey




SPECIAL DELIVERY

May 23, 1969

Rev. Robert J. Densmore -
Box 52

Bradford, New Hampshire

Dear Fether Densmore:

.

Bishop Primeau has asked me to meke arranzements
with vou for an appointment on Monday morning at 11:70
to discuss your financial situation and the prospects
of an eppointment. I this is convenient for you, would
you please contact me at vour earliest convenience either
at the Chencerv 0IIZice, Tzlephone 659-3199 or at St.
Mary's Rectory, Tel 522-4615. 1If it is not convenient
for vou, would vou kindly contact

me and make arrenzements
which will be convenient for you®

Rav., Reymond . Lapointe
Assistant Chancellor

55381
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May 24, 1969

The Most Reverend Ernest Primeau
Bishop of Manchester- )
Diocese of Manchester, New Hampshire
Manchester, New Hampshire

Dear Bishop Primeau,

I don't wish to add to what I know must be a dis?ressing cir-
cumstance for you, but may I please tgke a few.mlnuyes of your
time to respectfully ask that you review the situation at

St. Patrick Parish in Newport?

Cur pafiSh is divided and disturbed by the recent events here
which culminated in the transfer of Father Densmore from St.

Patrick's. He is a priest who is loved, admired and respected
in this small town. His warmth is one © his finest qualities--
and he has many--md is the one which isvosséorely missed at

St, Patrick's. He has a genuinely loving approach to all peonle,
he communicates well and easily with people of 2ll ages and

he has practical and progressive ideas that would greatly bene-
fit our Church.

But Bishop, his great ability to reach people is most evident

when he officiates at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass., I wish

1 could accurately describe the wonderfully fine and happy fee-

1ing he inspires as he brings us the "good news of salvation"

for those brief 50 minutes. Nineteen hundred years of holiness,

beauty and tradition come alive for every person who participates
in his Masses--he just makes cne so very glad to be there.

I fervently hope that I'm nct one of just a few who will write

to you regarding Father Densmore. It is a sad and deplorable
fact that 1.y Catholics in large numbers are in fear and awe of
their Church leaders--many have told me they simply don't dare

to send a letter to you, despite their affecticn for Father
Densmore and their desire to have him returned to St. Patrick's.
I know, Bishop Primeau, there are great numbers of our parishion=-
ers who want Father back in Newpori (aand Sunapee).

Our parish needs Father Densmore--he acccmplished so much that
was good here during Father Hutchinson's long illness; his many
attempts to bring the church to the people in diverse but always-
loving ways were understood and appreciated dy all with whom he
came in contact.

I truly do thank you for reading this letter.

_ Sincerely yours, — [ .

: 7 ,
é@fﬁ@@%« Apnpis
Mrs. rank Wigginsy
3ox 104, Guild, N.He.
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June 2, 1969

Mrs. Frank Wiggins
Box 104, )
Guild, New Hampshire

Dear Mrs. Wiggins:

I would like to acknowledge reéeipt of your letter
" of May 24 and the comments you made in all Christian charity.

1 ask for your prayers since, undoubtedly, you
reslize the responsibility which has been entrusted to me
as bishop of this particular section of the People of God.
You may be certain that I pray for you, your family and
all those I must lead to a greater love of God and neighbor.

With every good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester

wo

38
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June 2, 1969

Mrs. Robert N, Bates
153 Cheney Street
Newport,- New Hampshire

Dear Mrs, Bates:

Please excuse my delay in answering your letter
of May 7. The past several weeks he e been quite
hectic and I have had some difficulty in answering
my correspondence.

You may be assured that I eppreciate the comments
you made in your letter, especially since they were
made in all Christian charity.

I ask you for your prayers since, undoubtedly,
you realize the responsibility which has been entrusted
to me as bishop of this particular section of the People
of Cod. You may te certain that I pray for you, your ’
family and all those I must lead to & greater love of
God &and neighbor.

liith every good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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June 2, 1969

Mr, and Mrs. Ernest Tarullo
67 Beech Street
Newport, .- New Hampshire 03773

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Tarullo:

I would like to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of May 19 and the comments you made in all Christian
charity.

I ask for your prayers since, undoubtedly, you
realize the responsibility which has been entrusted to
me as bishop of this particular section of the People
of God. You may be certain that I pray for you, your
family and all those I must lead to a greater love of
God and neighbor, ‘ N

With every good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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June 2, 1969

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Pepin
43 Pinnacle Road -
Newport, New Hempshire

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Pepin:

I would like to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of May 21 containing your evaluation of cer-

tain remarks made from the pulpit in Newport on May
17 and 18.

1 ask for your prayers since, undoubtedly, you rea-
lize the responsibility which has been entrusted to me
as bishop of this particular section of the People of
God. You may be certain that I pray for you, your
family and all those I must lead to a greater love of
Cod and Neighbor. '

With every good wish, 1 am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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