June 30, 1961

Rev. Donald M. Osgood
Saint Joseph Cathedral Rectory
Manchester, New Hampshire

Reverend Father:

this letter constitutes &
ing that you will incux““cpe
unless an immediate, dra;‘Qi
tion 18 made in REersond

Bishop of Manchester
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July 14, 1981

Very Rev. Gerald Fitzgerald, Servant General
Servants of the Paraclete

Via Coeli

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Dear Father Gerald:

Bishop Primeau was obliged to leave for R earlier
than expected today because of weather condition He has
asked me to iZform you that he has d Donald M.
Qsgood to report at Via Coeli as sco 1 arrange-
ments can be completed. I presyxs §

next week. He i3 to leave higs

by plane or train.

Pleass know that we da gctate your assistance
in this and other matters, :

With per
nhceraly in Chri}st,
Rt. Rev. Thomas S. Hansberry,
Chancellor
N 8 is the person mentioned in the Bishop’s letter

of July 10th and in your telegram of Jjuly 12th.



3518

Class otSEﬁ;'lcz WE S ll ERN |! |Nl N ”  SYMBOLS N
This is*'a fasc message A A DL=Day Letter

unless its deferred char- NL=Night Letter

el TELEGRAM oo [rpme

Letter Telegnm
W. P. MARSHALL, Presip ENT
The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination

BA124 LB083 _ weLp 2_49

L AYA361 PD=JEMEZ SPRINGS NMEX 12 1105A MSTI
:BISHOP ERNEST PRIMEAU=

BISHOPS HOUSE 657 RIVER RD MANCHESTER NHAMP-

=PROPOSAL ACCEPTEDs SEND PAPERS HERE=
' FATHER GERALD FITZGERALD=

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE -



July 10, 1961

Very Rev. Gerald Fitzgerald, Servant General
Servants of the Paraclete

Via Coeli

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Dear Father Gerald:

1 expect to leave for Rome on Fri
week but there is one matter which I take cpate of before
my departure. I have a young person
boys and we feel that the time haBs e
to send him away for a while.
advice on the subject.

would not reach me in tims.
sych matters because of the

it if you think &
I do not trust
dangers of a Yod

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Manchestar



July 14, 1961

Rev. Donald M. Osgood
c/o St. Timothy Rectory
Bristol, New Hampshire

Dear Father Osgood:

In keeping with the plan discusse
recent meeting, I have arranged for you to go to Yih
in Jemez Springs, New Mexico. I have received co
of your acceptance there from Father Gerald Fitzge
General,and he will be expeacting you.

I prefer that you leave ow Hamp-
shire and travel by either train d : ot have
adequate funds for the trip, ye ansberry

who will advance them to yo

I feel that tWNS\assigdmfent will be for your
spiritual, mental and p %

to you in your priestheed,) 3d\you accept it in the proper
spirit and make fye Ao cookexate with the graces which
will be given

travel a:rangements'as soon as
possible. When sted, let Monsignor Hansberry know
so an 1\ g

e8sing and most cordial good wishes,
am

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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BISHOP'S HOUSE

657 RIVER ROAD

MANCHESTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE

July 29, 1961

Rev. Gilles Simard
St. Timothy Rectory
Bristol, New Hampshire
Dear Father Simard:

Will you please contact Father Osgood at his home and
ask him to come to your rectory to receive. the enclosed
letter? When you have done so and he has accepted it, kindly

notify the Chancery Office that you have done so.

With appreciation and best wishes, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

% -\0-bt
\&MU\A“NF“hAihﬂ1:

%nhwwfomwmw\,mmw Ity

X W:US b, by - Mﬁmf woh,
%$M\



July 29, 1981

Rev. Donaid M, Osgood
cfo St. Timothy Rectory
Bristol, New Hampshire

- Dear Father Osgood:

More than two weeks have elapsed since yon
ted both orally anc in writing to proceed to Via|foeli in
Jamez Springs, M. M. T understand % ot seen Tit
to follow these direc*ions.
tion with the added comme

rave not complied

you mAy consider

in Carist,

Bishop of Manchester



August 17, 1961

Very Rev. Gerald Fitzgerald, Servant Gsneral
Via Coeli
- Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Re: Rev, Donald M. Jsgood
Dear Father Gerald:
Aithough the Most Revst

away

and i shall not be in contact 4 or several s,

I am sure that we may pregix ssion for Father

oeli. You may allow

Bincerely in Christ,

lhionas S. Lansvessy,
Chancellor

3523
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c < OF THE SERVANT GENERAL
Jemez Springs, New Mexico

August 14, 1961

The Right Reverend

Monsignor Thomas S. Hansberry, S.T.L.
Chancellor: Diocese of Manchester

145 Lowell Street

Manchester, N. H.

Dear Monsignor:

This will inform you, and through
you His Excellency, that Father Donald Osgood
arrived here on the 12% inst. He impresses us
as being sincere in his attempt to regain his
spiritual and priestly balance, and we wili do
all we can to promote that goal.

Since Father told us that he had
been suspended before leaving the diocese, we have
asked him not to offer the Holy Sacrifice until
his status is determined by you.

We will, of course, welcome this and
any other information or directives which His
Excellency may wish to give us in order to

s

s&dvage#the priesthood of this individual.
A

Very cordially in Spiritu,

= 5. . C{Wj
A/»C//i4;u/éf 22/7/// 5 /4

Servant General

Via Coeli is Under the Authority of the Archbishop of Santu Fe o



August 10, 1961

Yery Rev. Gerald Fitzgerald
Via Coeli W
Jemez Springs,,\l(exico

Dear Father Gerald:

Jemez Springs on Friday morning
confirmed beyond Kansas City, 4g¢
arrive. It is my understapding
of Albuquerque unless it g
He will probably telephone }
I presume there is a bus to

s a patient by the bone
¢ Januaxw and the doctor

he is not able to carry his
g6/ in view of the doctor'!s report.

atheck for $20C.0C to cover his plane
ntul oxpensea en route, Please bill us for

om at your house, ¥We regret that he has taken
the trip because we had expected him to leave

tion and cordial good wishes, I am
Sincerely in Christ,

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas S. Hansberry,
Chancellor

(O

<o

(&1



September 18, 1961

Father Gerald of the Holy Spirit,
Servant General

Via Coeli

Jemes Springs, New Mexico

Dear Father Gerald:

It was good of you to report on Father

gould you con-
bs here in

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester




- Pro Christo Sacerdote Phone Jemez Springs Number 5
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E OF THE SERVANT GENERAL
Jemez Springs, New Mexico

September 13, 1961

His Excellency

The Most Rev. Ernest J. Primeau, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, New Hampshire

RE: FATHER DONALD OSGOOD

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:

Father Osgood has, from his coming,
conformed readily to our community life ahd spirit.
We are not aware of any deviation from priestly

self-discipline.

s 7 'r.‘ ’. //
< .- '// . 7 / ‘/ \ g
(F Gonind /,w/f
4 / Y / ;. ool
/ ) ]

Servant General

Most cordially in Spiritu, ,<7

Ve Coelt 15 Under the Anthority of the Archbishop of Santa Fe )
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September 22, 1961

NDeesr Tom,

Just a few lines to thenk you for sending along my
mail. The letter that you sent from Manchsster to Father
Gerald notifying him that I was arriving didn't get here
til August 22nd or thereabouts. I guess it got lost on the
way. However my trip out here was uneventful but I did have
to stay overnight in Albuquerque because I wes unable to
contact the monastery. The telephone service out here is
quite poor especially in the mountain regions.

T would aopreciste it if someone could dig out my
Autumnal version of the Breviary. At present I am borrowing
one but would like to have my own., To the best of my
knowledge it was in the bookcase with my other books.

Do you think that I should write the Bishop and thank
him for this opportunity to get back on my feet again and
also to apologize for not coming sooner? Also, 1 am running
low on funds. I have several bills due the first of the
month besides the minor expenses here. So far I haven't
charged anything. I know thet I am not in much of e position
to ask for anything but I did all I could before I left to
pay up what I could.

I said Mass on the 21st for Bishop Brady. Wasn't sure
when his anniversary was but St. Matthew's feast was quite
appropriate. Understand that Father Dee died. Didn't get
any notification from you as yet, however.

My best regards to everyone at nome and will be looking
forward to hesring from you.

Sincerely in Xto.

(Do
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‘ OF THE SERVANT GENERAL
Jemez Springs, New Mexico

September 25, 1961

His Excellency

The Most Rev. Ernest J. Primeau, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, N. H.

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:

In your gracious letter of the 18t
inst. Your Excellency asks about the prudence of
sending to Father Osgood a small monthly check for
his personal needs. This would indeed be a fine
charity and we surely would not be adverse to Your
Excellency's decision to do so. However, since
personal needs here are at a minimum, most of our
priest-guests find it entirely possible to care for
such from the Mass intentions which they receive.
You may prefer to send Father a certain number of
these each month; though, if he is not already
receiving enough from his priest-friends, we are
almost always in a position to furnish them.

Enclosed Your Excellency will find
the letter which came in the mail this morning from
Bishop Espelage which will advise you of the latest
development in the matter of Fr. J.S.

Most cordially in Spiritu,

7 z? 2 /O
(/,//Aw——_ tA ’/‘,{3

Servafit General

Via Coeli is Under the Authority of the Archbishop of Santa Fe P



Rev. Donald M. Osgood
Via Coeli
Jemez Springs, N. M.

October 3, 1961

Dear Don,

Many thanks for your letter of September 22nd. I had hoped
to be able to answer %onq before this but things have been a bit hectic
and. the Bishop is in “ome. Your letter must have been aboard the plane
which landed in Boston harbor because it was water
it bore the notation: “Damaged in handling in the po
was unsedled.

I forgot to ask someone to send you your
try to find it when I go upstairs at fiv

check for
paying for

The Bishop has told me
$75.00 to help you keep up with exf
your board and room every mont

Frankly, I think it ¥ se for you to sell your car
and pay off some of your bills duX-1o8n from the finance cmmpany will
eat up what little mop ve ¢ e able to obtain and you will
; 2 certainly will not be allowed
get back. Also, the car is

to drive around {
depreciating whil

situation is regarding the house and
9 to consider the possibility of suits
; Perhaps you should have your father or
heTe and take care of your obligations. Since
ong you will be in New Mexico, you won’t want to let

t changed your name on the mailing list and that is
{ haven’t been receiving the diocesan letters. I shall
hem to mail under separate cover. Will make a note to

All in the house are well and Dave Morley is working in well.
He gained in stature by repairing my radio-record player today. Seens
like a nice lad. A number of people have asked for you and we tell them
you are out there for your health.

Best wishes from all of us here at the house. Take care of
yourself!

Fraternally in Christ,

P ;o
# A
7 it
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SERVANTS OF THE HOLY PARACLETE
VIA COELI MONASTERY
JEMEZ SPRINGS, N. M.

Oct. 31, 1961

For Care of Rev, Donald M. Osgood

10-1-61 to 10-31-61 $150.00

L

~ ,
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"L NAME: Donald Matthew Osgood

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH: 18 July, 1927 - Rochester, New Hampshire

DATE AND PLACE OF ORDINATION: L June, 1955 - St. Joseph Cathedral, Manchester,
N.H,

NAME OF ORDAINING BISHOP: Matthew F, Brady

DATE OF INCARDINATION (IF EXTERN): ,
SCHOOLS ATTENDED; YEARS ATTENDANGE ¢
Elementary: _Allen St., School, Rochester, N.H, 6yrs

High School: Spaulding Hr, & High School, Rochester, N.H, 6 yrs

College: St. Anselm's College, Manchester, N,H, 4 yrs

Seminaries; St, Anselm's Sen, lyr,

St, Paul's Sem, Ottawa, Canada 3 yrs,

Postgraduate:

ACADEMIC DEGREES (When and Where Obtained)
Bathelor of Arts - St, Anselm's College, 1951

Bachelor of Theology - St, Paul's Seminary 1955

APPOINTMENTS AS ASSISTANT (When and Wheps Appainted):

1955 - St, Joseph's, Lincoln, N,H, (3 weeks)
- . Joseph's Cath,, Manchester, N,H, 2 mOntns,

1955 - Sacred Heart Hospital, & St, Patrick's Home 5 yrs,
1960 - St, Josepn's cath,, Manchester, N,H,

Music director at Cathedrsl from Now, 1955=-

APPOINTMENTS AS PASTOR (When and Where Appointed):
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November 27, 1961

Father Gerald of the Holy Spirit, 8.G.
Via Coeli
Jemez Springs, New Mexico Confidential

Dear Father Gerald:

Allow me to acknowledge your letter of Now
arrived while I was in Washington. It has to do

0 I looked into the matter and find
of » Manchester is a young married
twenties with two amall children. He is presant

or take in a foster child, & boy aged
to be in order and he has been actiyé
what his connection is with Fr. 0./} Uy e
him would be suspect. This may sg@q )\ is true becauss
of past experience.

He was close to the family amy \ 9
the ordinary until recently is 1etTeTs he speaks of “Meseting

ico." The boy has become very

From thils you can judge that the Bishop will not be interes-
ted in having|Ar. O return to New Hampshire in the near future. We
are interest n his rehabilitation if it is at all possible, but
it does not appear that he has changed very much yet.

I am leaving for the CCD convention in Dallas this morning
and will return a week from today. If there is anything more I can
do to assist you,please let me know.

Sincerely in Christ,

Rt. R v. Thomas S. Hansberry,
Chancellor

3336
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\f OF THE SERVANT GENERAL

D 7
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November 16, 1961

The Right Reverend

Monsignor Thomas S. Hansberry
Chancellor: Diocese of Manchester
145 Lowell Street

Manchester, N. H.

Dear Monsignor:

Our work calls for us to be as simple
as the dove and as wary as the serpent, and I ask
you to consider this communication strictly confident-
ial.

Father Donald Osgood is, of course,
anxious to return to the Diocese. He has done every-
thing required of him here. The problem for us is
that of evaluating the extent of a real conversion
in his case.

A recommendation for return from
us would depend upon a quite easily ascertained fact.
If MEEENENS of AN in Manchester is a
married man that recommendation is hereby given to
His Excellency. If, on the other hand, SR is not
married, we do not make this recommendation. At any
rate, it may well be that Bishop Primeau wishes
Father Osgood to remain here for a longer period.
Our own general recommendation for men of this type
is that they understand that there is one chance
"coming up"; and that if the man fails, there will be
no further opportunity for the cura annimarum any-

where.
S

Please do not mention Gl 's name
in any letter to Father Osgood. We will be able to
infer from your answer to this letter what you have
discovered about the man in question.

Jemez Springs, New Mexico
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Undoubtedly this all seems rather
cloak and dagger to you, but when I see you or His
Excellency I will be able to give the explanation
viva voce.

Very cordially in Spiritu,

‘t’:"v;n - Vv /. 'v/ '/.; ’— - y 4//

,',/,,./ L;',, B N R / /7 / -
o7 3

/ '

Servant General
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“ICE OF THE SERVANT GENERAL . .
Jemez Springs, New Mexico

December 5, 1961

Rt. Rev. Thomas S. Hansberry
Chancellor
Diocese of Manchester Confidential

Right Reverend and dear Monsignor:

Father Gerald is absent in Rome for a time and
probably will not return until some time toward the end of the
month. Your letter arrived in his absence but he will see it of
course immediately after his return. In the meantime we will try
to observe Father closely and to encourage him in any way that is
possible for us. I think that you do understand however Monsignor,
that we cannot interfere with the public mails. We had no idea
of course that Father was sending out numerous letters such as
those of which you complained. It was just such a suspicion about
a letter addressed to the gentleman mentioned that gave rise to
Father's doubt and his hesitation in recommending Father when he
wrote to you as he did.

We are placed in a very difficult position know-
ing that letters which should not be sent are actually going out but
any interference on our part with the mail - or any censorship of it -
would be a definite violation of the man's civil rights. Since Father
is not frank and honest in his talks with us, protesting his complete
rehabilitation, there does not seem much that we can do to help him.
His masquerade of child-like innocence is hard to stomach and harder
to deal with.

Very shortly after your letter arrived, Father
Donald came to me and asked me if we had heard anything from the dio-
cese. In the interests of truth I had to tell him that His Excellency
had said that he was not yet convinced that his rehabilitation was yet
complete and that he was unwilling to have him return soon to the dio-
cese. Father asked me what reason was given. I was not of course free
to divulge the reasons as you have explained them in your letter. I
advised Father that his only way of finding out what the reasons were
would be to write directly and personally to you. If he does, it will
permit you to tell him as much or as little as you desire. You may
be assured Monsignor, that we will cooperate wholeheartedly with any
course of action which His Excellency chooses to indicate to us.

With our very sincere wishes to you for a Blessed
and a very Happy Christmas Season, I 2m,

Very Sincerely in Spiritu,
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December 28, 1961

Dear Tom,

Now that the rush of the Christmas season is over I can settle down to
getting caught up on my correspondence., I'm most grateful for the ilass stipends
you sent. The money will come in very handy as I have to meet some insurance
vayments in January. And s»eaking of insurance, the V.A. will be sernding me
a notification sometime in January and I would a-preciate it if someone would p ..
forward it to me impediately. The one they sent me in November arrived tco ’
late for me to make the nayment so it was added to the princiral. Also,
if there is an extra Ordo hanging around I could put one to good use.

I showed Father Gerald ycur letter when he return from Rome and he has
made arrangements for me to see the psychiatrist. I didn't even know that they
had one. I've seen him a couple times and he said that he would write the
Bishop. Father Gerald alsc told me to inform you of the following: in regard
to my writing to a boy wiose parents ccmplained because I was writing teo him,
I only sent a postcard and that with the written perzission of the parents and
if you would like to see it I'll send you the letter. You and the Bishop have
been too good to me and I certainly wouldn't want you to think that I was
doing something underhanded or was not cooperating with the opportunity I have
been given. You can be assured that in the future no mail will be sent either
to the boy or the parents,

Christmas here was qulét and peaceful. It was wostly what the individual
made it that counted. I managed to decorate my room with a small tree and made
things a little cheerful, Also did some decorating around the refectory.

I couldn't get through to Néw Hampshire on the phone til the morning of the
27th, But I did have a good clear talk with my folks.

There isn't mich news from this end of the line as every day is just
about the same. The Archbishop of Santa Fe will be spending ilew Yegrs with
us so - -that may mean a Pontifical on lew Year's day. Ily best wishes to everyone
in the *cuse for a very happy New Year., Thanks again for everything, Tom and
rest assured that I'm doing my best to make myself worthy of the priesthood.

2

iost sincerely,

/)
./0~ fﬁvk-/////
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3 ):'7. COQQi - Home for Aged and Infirm Priests /((‘M“r/if VY 3643

March 24, 1962

Dear Tom,

It was good hearing from you again. I was beginning to think
that perhaps you did'nt get my letter thanfing you for the stipends
waich you sent on the 7th of December. So far March has been the
worst of the -winter months here. It has been cold and snowy but
ofcourse the snow hasn't amounted to anything. I am feeling fine.

I had my back ¥-rayed in February by a specialist here in Albugueraque
and nhe said that it was good to see another doctor's good work. The
fusion is solid and the spine is in perfect alignment. I was glad to
get such a good report. This time off has done me a lot of good both
spiritaally and physically. It has given me a chance to gain proper
versvective again and set my sights higher.

I am enclosing a letter I received with regz=rd to payments on
the insurance for the Nativity Scene. As you know the late Bishop
Brady appointed me to this committee about five years ago. It I
remember correctly the vroject of the Nativity Scene was first started
* the Rev. Mr. Woodbury, Franklin St.Qongregational Chruch and I
lieve that Ed. McShane was in on it also. At the time money was
solicited by mail from various business men to pay for the upkeep
end insurance of the figures. When I entered the scene the money
was raised by a tag day in December but this didn't work out. To tell
the truth of the matter the Catholics did practically all the selling
and the representation among the Portestants was negligible. Then
the idea of taxing the various youth groups in the various churches
throughout the city was introduced and kicked around but notning de-

Servants of the Holy Paraclete - Jemez Springs, New Mexico
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inite was decided. Well evidently at the meeting held in '60 (which
did not attend because I was sick) the idea was definitely decided
~~n without Catholic representation. I do know that it is expected
» the various CYO groups of the city should pay the fifteen dollars
e.chl year - each groups being taxed so much. Ferhaps you can refer
tn:s matter to the prorer verson and it will be accepted. Ed. McShane
mizght be abhle to fill you in on any details for he usually attends
the annual committee meetings.

RSN

1

Guess that this is about all for now. Regards to all at the
Cathedral -

Sincerely,
! ;
(o Docy, .
R ™ "W,J’jq.

P.S. I haven't received a diocean letter since I arrived here. The
only thing I receivetwas a rimeographed prayer to be said for peace,
I believe during a holy hour$ to be held sometime after Christmas.



May 17, 1962

. pa
i
Rev. Donald M. Osgood i
Via Coeli L
Jemez Springs, New lMexico
. Dear Father 0Osgzood: A
S NN
RN 7~ 1 - RN
Just a word of thanks fof youzy kind Eastex
s/ i e
7 : J
% J
greeting. . ,\/ p
N /
\\\
We I:ave had an encouz é@}é report from Father
2

Gerald which %ﬂ:a?\ﬁ{lly %ﬂsidering at the
/ \

/ - \
moment for future action. \ ‘-.\

with evw/bd wish, I am

//}, ordially yours in Christ,

/
[

i !
\

—

A

\
(SN

//
/
\ /
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Bishop of Manchester



YAy 79, 1962

n

Thormas S. Zvilsizer, Jr., M.D.
2000 Gold Ave., S. E.
Albuguercue, uew ‘exico

-

fe: Father Pcnald . Osgood {1
¢

Dear Docto: Evilsizer:

s a continuation
of your psychiatric report concex Apparently *he

original repor:ts went to rfather Ge

@ your personal

&

assignment at this titpe.

\

With appreciat\ good wishes, I am

érely yours,

3ishop of HManchester

2>

<o

(op]
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¢ '7<E OF THE SERVANT GENERAL

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

April 7, 1962

The Most Rev. Ernest J. Primeau STD
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, N. H.

Most Rev. and dear Bishop,

It is always a distinct pleasure
to us to be able to make a favorable report
to a Bishop about one of his subjects, This
letter is to say to Your Excellency that
Father Osgood has been very much on the beam
and is a generous contributor to the welfare
of the community here.

we would think it within pru-
dence to give him at least one opportunity
to prove himself on active duty.

The copy of Manchester Mission
was read with great interest here. May we
offer our personal congratulations to Your
Excellency on a truly Christlike undertaking,

Most cordially in Spiritu,

= Gl bt
,/"\(
Servant General
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October 6, 1962

Very Rev. Father Gerald, Servant General
Servants of the Paraclete

Via Coeli

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Dear Father Gerald:

Monsignor Hansberry has given me the gist| ¢f his tele-
phone conversation with Father Owen Kirley earlief |this week
and I have again carefully reviewed y the conduct
of Father Donald Osgood. I was cons of bringing
him back to the diocese for anothé
he is cultivating the lay neighbs
rules of the institution giyes e

37 and will not return to
ber, I feel that I should
o the conclusion that it

Since I leave for Rod
the diocese until the middle o
send you my decisig
would be unwise
at the present
violation of t}
there, it is

A that the reason is his
" he does not follow them
» that he will not do so back

could certainly~usge 3 er priest at the present time. How-
ever, I do no ash to chance further scandal.

With qﬁ dial good wishes, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester

3549
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COPY
BISHOP'S HOUSE Ry
657 RIVER ROAD JSOO

MANCHESTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE

October 1, 1962

Very Rev., Father Gerald, s.P.
Servant General

Servants of the Paraclete
Via Coeli

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Dear Father Gerald:

I expect to leave for Rome on October 9th and I should
like to make a decision concerning Father Donald M. Osgocd prior
to my departure. Will you please let me know whether you feel
I should leave him at Via Coeli until my return in December or
try to place him with an understanding pastor here in the diocese?

If your decision is in favor of his return to the diocese,
please let me know as soon as possible.

With appreciation and cordial good wishes, I am

Sincerely in Chfist,

Bishop of Manchester
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€ OF THE SERVANT GENERAL

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

August 15, 1962

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Ernest J. Primeau, S.T.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, N. H.

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:

I hate to be the bearer of news without
promise for the future. But there is only one way for us
to deal with Bishops, and that is with the- cards face-up.

Since writing last to Your Excell-
ency, Father Osgood has even more fully committed him-
self to the cultivation of the laity. He has been most
helpful in offering his services as chef for the community
every other day. But when he is not on the job in the
kitchen, he spends a great deal of time "in abscondito.
It is very difficult, of course, even impossible to
know what a man might do away from his house. It could
be, and let's hope it is, quite innocent. But it is
most certainly contrary to our rules and regulations.

Both Father Kirley and myself are
convinced that it would be useless to send him now to
our house in Nevis, even should he prove willing to go.

Cultivating lay neighbors, while not
by any means a sin in se, is nonetheless a poor practice
for a priest who is supposedly on penitential retreat.
However, it seems to me that the Roman mind would want
something more positive than that before taking any
drastic action. Unless Your Excellency already has
positive evidence that justifies positive action of that
sort, would it not be a more direct and simple method
of dealing with Father to assign him to a strict but fair
pastor and let the chips fall as they may?

For years I have been looking for an
island retreat where we could keep these unusual cases
with a minimum of publicity and scandal. But thus far
we have not been able to procure such an island.
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E OF THE SERVANT GENERAL
Jemez Springs, New Mexico

August 11, 1962

The Right Reverend

Monsignor Thomas S. Hansberry
Chancellor: Diocese of Manchester
145 Lowell Street

Manchester, N. H.

Right Reverend and dear Monsignor:

Though he is at present absent
on a business trip to our other houses, Father
Gerald will be returning presently. In the meantime
I wish to advise you that Father Osgood has been
made acquainted with the decision of His Excellency
as you stated it in your letter.

One could not say that he is
happy about the prospect. He expected, unreasonably,
a far broader relaxation of his penance.

When Father Gerald returns, I am
confident shat he will wish to write to you his
personal appreciation of your continued courtesy

and kindness.

Sincerely in Spiritu,

o

Secretary General

Via Coeli is Under the Authority of the Archbishop of Santa Fe . e



August 7, 1962

Father Gerald, S.P., Servant General
Via Coeld
Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Dear Father Gerald:

1962 in regard to Father Osgood.
work out of your retreat house i 37
until next spring. If tle reports @

& benevolent Bishop. This will,

Please let us
information t» Father 2

"~ R« Rev, Thomas 8. Hansberry,
Chancellor



()
From the desk of J 554

BISHOP PRIMEAU
Manchester, N. H.

Msgr. Hansberry:

Write to Father Gerald - that Father D.O.
can work out of their retreat house in Nevis, Minn,
till next spring. If the reports are good we will
have him find a benevolent Bishop. This will, now=v:r,
te his last chance. Another deviation will bring
vermanent retreat or worse.
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June 12, 1962

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Ernest J. Primeau, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, N. H.

RE: FATHER DONALD 0OSGOOD

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:

This is an interim report in the case
of D. O. He has been generous in working towards the
upkeep of the community here. However, we are not
internally satisfied as to the complete change of heart
necessary. There has been no off-side actions as far
as we know, but he is definitely attracted to the
laity.

If Your Excellency were hesitant about
trying him at home, would you consider it within
prudence to recommend him for working out of our
retreat house in Nevis, Minnesota where he could
engage in the priestly ministry week-ends etc.
while still remaining under the supervision of our
Paraclete superior there?
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3556
DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER

CHANCERY OFFICE

145 LOWELL STREET
MANCHESTER, N. H.

- CONFIDENTIAL

Report of telephone conversation with Father Gerald, s.p., Superior of Via
Coeli, Jemez Springs, N. M. on October 22, 1962:

Re: Rev. Donald M. Osgood

Father Gerald seemed quite disturbed over the attitude and activity of Father
Osgood as a member of the household at Via Coeli. He said that he did not follow
the life »f the community and that he had apparently volunteered to serve in the
kitchen with the thought of using this activity as an excuse to avoid spiritual
exercises. The authorities have come to the conclusion that he has no interior
life and is making no progress from a spiritual standpoint.

Father 6. has been taken off the cooking work because of the above reason and also
because it was found that he was using his position to obtain and take out food
for his lay friends. He was recently intercepted on his way out to a big party
with a supply of food including a roast. Father Gerald concluded that he is a
playboy —- polite and genial, interested in being with the laity, rather than
with the men of the house.

I asked if a Psychiatrist would help him and he replied that he had seen a doctor
inthis field a few times but that it is easy for a person of this type to disguise
his true character and that he felt psychiatric treatment would do him no good.

I gathered from Father Gerald’s tone and the things which he said the he felt
they could do nothing more for Father Osgood at Via Coeli. He had come to the
conclusion that it would be well to send him to another house for a trial period
and he asked permission to send him to their Santa Fe house. I told him this
would be permissible and that I would transmit the information to the Bishop

who is in Rome for the Ecumenical Council.
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Chancellor
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April 9, 1963

Rev, Donald M., Osgood

Our Lady of the Assumption Parish
8030 Fruit St,

Albuquerque, N, M,

Dear Father Osgood:

rming us of
settled in
in Albuquerqae.

Many thanks for your recent letter in
your whereabouts, It is good to know t
your new quarters and I know that you will do wel
(As you have probably noticed, I ar i
the two mistakes already,)

hield, T believe you
Aich is in June, 1If you
ase let us know. You may
joining out there if the

wish to continue it after that da
want to 1nvest1gate the po
N. H,=Vt, set-up is not

ogram now in effect
.00 a year and presupposed

t. In other words, it goes
ay $100,00 of your own on the
ou must have Blue Shield

the Major Medical,

As regards
here in the diocese,

ade had to
tc, Thu

into effect after you
bill from the hospita

cost of Blue Cross-3lue Shield is $80,.00

he presen
d the Major Medical are paid for by the

Bogth this

per year,
esidence,

parish o

the city tomorrow night and will return

on the 29th Monsignors Olkovikas and Paradis will be

here during

All the members of the household are well and preparing
for a busy few days. Best wishes from all of us.,

Sincerely in Christ,

Chancellor



®ur Tady of the Assumption Parish 3658

8030 FHruit, N. Z.
c?\lhuquerque, }52&1 Mexico

March 27, 1963

Dear Tom,

Just a few lines to let you know that I've finally been assigned. I reported to
the Archbishop on the 4th of March and he assigned me to the Seminary to live til he
could place me., Due to the death of a pastor previous to my arrival, my appointment
plus the appointment of a new pastor necessitated a number of changes. In the mean-
time, I helped out in the Atomic "City" of Los Alamos on the week-ends.

My trip across country was uneventful and very tiring but I did enjoy iy visit
with my brother and his family in Atlanta. The stretch across Texas seemed interminable
and I sure was glad to reach the New Mexico border. Altogether I traveled a little over
three thousand miles from the time I left Bristol til Ireached Albuquerque.

The weather here now is what you will be getting in May. The early Spring flowers
are blooming and the buds on the trees are ready to pop. The parish itself is a fairly
young one as it was started in 1954. We have a good size school (approximately 500
children - Grammar) a real nice modern rectory and Masses are said in the school auditorium.
The construction of a new church will be started in May. So you can see that I'll have
plenty of work to keep me busy.

I mentioned about the Blue Cross to the Archbishop and he said that the priests
¢ .ed it on an individual basis here. So let me know what you want me to do in this
regard. Regards to all at 145 Lowelll

Fraternally in Xto.

7
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March 27, 1963

Rev. Donald M. Osgood
c/o Chancery Office
Archdiocese of Santa Fe
Seanta Fe, New Mexico

Dear Don,

As you may have heard, we have put in a2 major medi program
of insurance for all the priests of th is goes

along with the Blue Cross-Blue Shield Drog ulements
its.

The purpose of this note is ¢ 2

be in regard to both. If Santg\Fe has 3
you may wish to join; if not, we oulg gfrry you here. The
costs are $80.0C ner year for Bl g8s-Blue Shield and
$45.00 for the major medice An early reply would
be aprreciated.

A1l is well here and the priests send their
best regards.
meeting in Boston
I hop X iy Yack from New Hempshire and
tha : ew quarters. Please send us

Bedt wishes from at the Chancery.

Sincerely in Christ,

Thomas S. Hansberry,
Chancellor

3659
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" _1o: Donald M. Osgood.

709 Carlisle Bivd., S.E.

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 c/o Mrs. Nora C. Baker

May 7, 1968

Dear Don,

Please forgive the delay in answering your letter
of April 11th. The Bishop was away when it came and I
wanted to talk with him before sending a reply. Then I
went to Maryland for a week myself and the pile of
problems waiting for me upon my return caused a further
postponement of this missive.

Taking your letter item by jtem, the following
comments come to mind:

"Lajcization" -- This is a big step and should be
taken only after mature deliberation and prayer. If you
should conclude that it is the thing to do, please write
directly to the Bisnhop is person making the request for
it and giving your reasons. He will then send you a
questionnaire to be filled out and to be sent by him to
Rome together with his recommendation concerning it.

“Teaching certificate" -- It does not appear that
the diocese would advance you money for tuition and books
for additional studies at the University of New Mexico.

I do not think that a statement from the school authori-
ties in this diocese would be of much value because
they would also be asked for a recommendation for the
period that you spent teaching.

“Blue Cross and Major Medical" -- We shall carry
you on these programs until you get established. We now
1ist your residence as St. Timothy's, Bristol and will
“carry you as "on leave" until further notice.

"iving egpenses” -- Enclosed ijs a check for $300
which we have listed as salary for March and April. We
shall continue at this rate until you get your feet on
the ground and are gainfully employed.

Please forgive the brevity of this letter. I am
typing 1t myself and I want to get it into the evening
mail. Do take care of yourself and keep in touch with
us. We are interested in you and in your welfare, Best
wishes from all of us!

Sincerely in Christ, .

) ~ Rt. Rey. Thomas S. Hansberry, P.A.
Vicar General

(O3]
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April 11, 1968

Dear Msgr. Tom:

This letter has been on my mind for quite some time
now and I wish that you would consider it more as a
friend to friend letter than an official letter.

It is appearing, more and more, to me that the mind
of the Church is really skeptical when it comes to
considering my place in the ranks and I also realize
that this is a position into which I put myself, so
T have no axe to grind. I am seriously considering
lajicization as I feel that it would be the more
realistic approach, and I might add, more honest.
In considering this, I am not by any means looking
for an easy way out as a man of my age should have
built up a certain amount of security. And my
future is most uncertain., I have talked with my

friend Mr. Ben Bronstein and he just doesn't have .

any full time work for me at present - maybe in
another month when the summer season begins.

I should take some courses at the University of New
Mexico, if for nothing more than getting a teaching
certificate in the State of New Mexico. As you can
well imagine, this fork in the road of my life requires
not only the right decisions made in good faith on my
part but also some help to get the project off the
ground, sosto speak. Would the Diocese advance me
the money I need for tuition and books on a pay back
basis, as soon as I got established? Also Could I
get some kind of letter from the Diocesan School
offcials stating that I had taught in the school
system for five years? .

Would the Diocese be able to carry me on the Blue
Cross and Major Medical insurance til T could et
established? Maybe I am asking too much, I don't
know, but at least I know you will understand the
reas~ behind the question.

“T do know that I could earn my room and board and
take care of the necessities but above that, it
would be impossible under the existing situation.

T must better myself somehow and do it fast in order
that the future will make any sense.

T will be most interested in hearing from you, and

it goes without saying grateful for whatever hedp
you can afford me with regard to my dilemma. You
have bemen so helpful in the past that I know I can
count on you now., I do need some money for living
expsnse and you know that I wouldlt ask for it unless
T really needed it. Whatever the Diocese can send

will be gratefully mvvumowmﬁmn.

Will be looking forward to hearing from you.

Address:

As always, in Christo,

709 Carlisle Blvd., S.E. \A
Albuquerque, New Mexico 8710

c/o Mrs. Nora C. Baker



February 27, 1968

His Eminence

Patrick Cardinal 0'Boyle
Archbishop of Washington

1721 Rhode Island Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Your Eminence:

This letter will introduce Reverend Donald M. Osgood,
a priest of this diocese, who plans to request an audience
with you in the near future., He wishes to request admission
to your archdiocese for a period of trial with a thought of
possible incardination in the future.

Several years ago, Father Osgood was involved in a
number of homosexual incidents which occasioned his suspen-
sion. I arranged for an examination for him at the Institute
of Living in Hartford, Conn. and, upon the advice of the
experts there, gave him permission to work as a layman in
Albuquerque, New Mexico while under the direction of a
recommended psychiatrist in that city. Three years later,
this doctor advised me that Father Osgood had completed his
treatment and he recommended him for active duty in the
priesthood,

On January 19, 1967, having accepted Father Osgood
back into the diocese, I assigned him as assistant to the
pastor of All Saints Parish, Lancaster, N. H. which is in
the mountains.

Father Osgood worked very hard in Lancaster and was well
liked by the people in general. He was faithful to his
parochial obligations., Unfortunately, however, during the
difficult adjustment period of the first few months, by his
own admission, he showed indecent picture magazines to some
young boys of the parish., We had no evidence of overt
actions on his part and he insists that there were none, so
I permitted him to remain in the parish after a warning in
September.

Unfortunately, a scandal in the town which was in no way
related to Father Osgood caused a revival of the stories about
the pictures. This, together with rumors of his past history

as well as rumors of misconduct in Lancaster, made it necessary

for me to remove him a month ago. He has since been helping
out in his home parish in Bristol.

()
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Cardinal O'Boyle -2
February 27, 1968
Re: Rev. D. M. Osgood N

Because of the make-up of this diocese, I feel that
Father Osgood's effectiveness here is at an end, although
he apparently made a tremendous effort to reestablish
himself in the priesthood. His pastor had no complaints,
in fact, he was very pleased with Father Osgood's devotion
to his work. He was particularly good with the sick and the
aged. Unfortunately, I could neither verify or disprove
the rumors concerning him in Lancaster because of the danger
of grave scandal with feeling running so high about the
unrelated incident of which I spoke above,

It is extremely difficult to make a judgment in cases
of this sort. I hope that the above information will be
sufficient for your needs. Father Osgood seems sincere in
his determination to continue as a priest. Whether the
shock of this set-back will prove too much for him remains
to be seen, I have informed him of the contents of this
letter, If you wish more information concerning him, please
let me know.

With cordial personal good wishes to Your Eminence, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester



Confidential Report October 9, 19
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3500

Re: 0SGOOD, Rev. Donald M.

This is a follow-up of my report of my interview with Father
Osgood submitted to the Bishop a couple of weeks ago.

On October 3, 1967, I went to Lancaster, N. H. and visited

Since it was not convenient to talk
in his office and he wished to have the conference with
another member of the parish, we went across the river to
Vermont to see Mr.
and father of @ children (I think).

also has several children. Both men impressed me
as being intelligent, well educated and good Catholics.
They seem to be so]1d citizens.

Mr. QI said that he and his family had been very
friendly with Father Osgood since his arrival in Lancaster
and that he had been a frequent visitor in their home until
six or eight weeks ago. Although there was no open break
between them, his visits were cut off about six or eight weeks
ago probably stemming from an iné¢ident in which Father O.
showed their fourteen year old boy a book with pictures of
nude men. The father questioned the boy carefully about
this and found that nothing more had happened. It appears
that Father 0 had shown these pictures to several boys but
that there were no overtures or actions with them.

It is unfortumte that this happened because the word apparently
spread among the youngsters and this ruined any influence he
had with them. Apparently Father 0. realized he had made a
mistake and took steps to avoid future ones. As he said in

our own conversation, he realized that he was on dangerous
ground and that his whole future in the priesthood depended

on how he got off of it and he took measures to avoid
temptation.

Although the two gentlemen with whom I talked at length said
they had no evidence of immoral actions, they feel that the
ability of Father 0 to accomplish anything with the young people
is questionable because of the stories around. They like Hhm

and had hoped for great things from him. They do not want to
hurt him in any way.

These gentlemen commented on the importance of the Lancaster
parish and the need for a priest in it who will be approachable
and able to work with the people. They seemed to indicate

that Father Gilbert is out of touch with things, that the
people don't feel free to go to him and that there is need

for a young capable assistant in the parish. Apparently

some of the people drive to Whitefield or Groveton to go

to confession.
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Report of interview with Rev. Donald M. Osgood, Sept. 17, 1967

yither 0sgood came to see me this evening at 7:30 to discuss the
accusations made through the Chancery Office concerning his alleged
improper conduct in Lancaster. He was very sincere in his denial
of any improper actions during his stay there which began last
January. However, he did say that he had shown some magazines which
had been given to him by another priest and which he had in the trunk
of his car to about a half dozen young boys. He said that there was
no pornographic lirature involved and no pictures which might
be in this category.

He also said that he does not go out in his car with idividual boys
or small groups of them but that he has taken part of a baseball team
to Berlin for a game. He denied any improper conduct at the town
swimming pool which is very public. He added that he always put

on his swim trunks at the rectory and did not change at the pool,
although he did leave his outer clothing in the usual basket at the
pool.

He said that he had been particularly circumspect during the past
six weeks because he had felt himself weakening somewhat in his
resolve but he said that he had control of himself and that he
was certain he could continue to stay in control.

I have no reason to doubt Father Osgood's veracity in this regard.
He seems very sincere and determined to make a go of it. He spoke
frankly and without restraint.

It is evident that there was imprudence in showing the magazines
of the PLAYBOY type to the young boys. However, as he says, these
were not pornographic and they were of the type which many of them
had seen before. He has disposed of them and they are no longer
in his possession. He knows that he should not have had them in
his possession.

He says that he and Father Gilbert have gotten along well together
and he thinks that he can continue in his work and study with which
he has taken up his spare time. He is determined to make a go of

it and I agree that moving him to another parish is not the solutim.
If the situation in Lancaster is not as bad as the report sounds,

it might be well to carry through with it and try to get over the
hump, so to speak, of this fir¢ difficulty. In view of his past
history, rumors are bound to leak into the town and perhaps some

of the surmise about him is based on them.

Father Osgood says that, knowing his weakness, he has begun a
planned course of study on his own, particularly of the Sacred
Scriptures and he has also increased his apostleship to the

aged and inform.

Comment: I would like to check over the report of last Friday aga¥n.
If we can get by this first one, perhaps Fr. 0. Can make
a go of it. We might make discreet inquiry when in the
North Country next month. Fr. 0. is on vacation this week.

Sf.

Al
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