
Reverend John W. Rebel 

Biographical Information 
YEAR OF BIRTH: 
YEAR OF DEATH: 
ORDINATION: 

1937 
2013 
May 1, 1965 

Employment/Assignment History 
5/13/1965 - 6/6/1967 
6/7/1967 - 8/27/1967 
8/28/1967 - 9/19/1968 
9/20/1968 - 5/22/1973 
5/23/1973 - 8/15/1974 
6/8/1973 - 8/15/1974 
8/16/1974 - 11/4/1976 
11/5/1976 - 6/29/1981 
6/30/1981 - 7/7/1982 
7/8/1982 - 7/2/2001 
7/2/2001 - 6/15/2002 

1/15/2002 - 7/3/2002 
7/3/2002 - 9/1/2010 

St. Bernard, Mt. Lebanon, PA 
St. Veronica, Ambridge, PA 
St. Joseph, Verona, PA 
St. Michael, Elizabeth, PA 
Leave of Absence 
St. Kieran, Lawrenceville, PA 
Assumption, Bellevue, PA 
St. Margaret Mary, Moon Township, PA 
St. Anselm, Swissvale, PA 
St. Killian, Mars, PA 
St. Bartholomew, Penn Hills, PA 
Sabbatical Second Semester of 2001-2002 
Sabbatical at North American College in Rome 
St. James the Apostle, Bedford, PA 

Summary 

The Diocese of Pittsburgh received a report that Father John W. Rebel molested a boy in 
the 1970's. The abuse occurred in the boy's bedroom when he was 10 to 12 years of age. It 
happened after a "home mass." The file contained a memorandum dated March 18, 2009, that 
revealed that Diocesan officials met with the parents of the victim who advised that their son 
(now deceased) told them of the abuse years after it happened. They stated that Rebel would 
often drive their son home after CCD. The memorandum stated that while his parents did not 
know for certain what occurred during those rides, it became clear from their son's level of 
emotion and sobbing, that sexual abuse may have occurred. Their son begged them to not make 
him go to CCD classes. The partents reported that after the abuse, their son became withdrawn 
from his family and friends. 

On March 27, 2009, Diocesan officials confronted Rebel with the allegations. Rebel 
stated that while he remembered the victim's parents, he had no recollection of their children 
nor having a "home mass" at their residence. He denied taking the victim for rides in his car 
after CCD classes. 

On May 28, 2009, the victim's parents met with Bishop Zubik and recounted their son's 
abuse. Zubik advised that he had spoken to Rebel and that he had denied harming their son. 
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Summary 
Zubik also stated that he felt that Rebel was telling him the truth. In the end, while Zubik 
believed what their son had alleged, he felt that perhaps the abuse was committed by another 
priest. Zubik stated that after reviewing church records, it was in all likelihood that another 
priest was the parish priest at the time when the abuse occurred. He advised the family that the 
church would conduct more research. 

Based on the files presented in response to the subpoena, it does not appear that any 
further investigation was conducted. 

In a letter dated August 13, 2009, counsel for the Diocese forwarded information to the 
Allegheny County District Attorney's Office pertaining to allegations made against clergy 
members. The allegation invoving Rebel was included. 
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