
Reverend Joseph F. Houston 

Biographical Information 
YEAR OF BIRTH: 
YEAR OF DEATH: 
ORDINATION: 

1937 
N/A 
February 8, 1964 

Employment/Assignment History 
3/1964 - 9/1966 
9/1966 - 9/1970 
9/1970 - 6/1977 
9/1977 - 9/1980 
9/1980 - 9/1982 
9/1982 
11/1982 - 6/2002 
6/2002 

Asst. Pastor, St. Thomas More, Lake Ariel, PA 
Asst. Pastor, St. Peter, Wellsboro, PA 
Asst. Pastor, St. Paul, Scranton, PA 
Pastor, Holy Child, Mansfield, PA 
Pastor, St. Thomas More, Lake Ariel, PA 
Resigned 
Pastor, St. Vincent de Paul, Plymouth, PA 
Removal from ministry 

Summary 

On June 29, 1971, Father George Jeffrey reported to Bishop J. Carroll McCormick that 
Father Joseph F. Houston and a minor female were observed going into a motel room late at 
night on multiple occasions. They had also been seen together in public on a regular basis. 

On May 4, 2002, Bishop James C. Timlin received a letter from this female victim, 
advising that Houston had taken advantage of her from the age of 14 to the age of 17. She asked 
that the incident not be brought to the attention of law enforcement. On May 11, 2002, Houston 
sent a letter to her, apologizing for the pain that he caused her by his inexcusable behavior. 

On June 28, 2002, Houston was removed from his priestly duties by the Diocese. 

On July 06, 2004, Pope John Paul II granted Houston dispensation. 

On May 6, 2016, the Diocese sent a certified letter to each of the District Attorney's 
Offices within the Diocese. The letter included a list that contained the names of all priests 
against whom complaints of sexual abuse of minors had been made. Houston's name was on the 
list along with the name of the victim. 
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