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.+ lem s very small, sa
. chalogist at 8t. Luke Institute in Suitland, Md,a
. Arealment center for
‘or sexuat disorders.
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By Eleanor Bergholz
Posl-Garette Staft Wiiter | -
The February copviction of the

Rev. Roger Trott of the Greensburg -

Diocese for child sexual abuse con-
trasts sharply with the way the
diocese and local law enforcerent
officials handled a similar case
several years earlier.

Trott, former pastor of St. John
the Baptist de la Salle parish in
Delmont, sdmitted molesting 12
boys.

When parents reported Trott’s
fondling of their children to the
Westmoreland County Children's
Burean, it investigaled and re-
ferred the case to the district attor-
ney for prosecution. Church
officials relieved Trott of his pasto-
ral duties.

Under a plea bargain discussed
with the parents, Trott was charged
with one count of corruption of
minors involving a 13-year-old al-
tar boy and sentenced to five years’
probatien.

The deal also required Trott, 42,
to be treated for pedophilia, a
sexual disorder in which the love
object is a child, at St. Luke's
Institute in Suitland, Md. .

Trott's case was handled swillly,.
openly and decisively. But that of
the Rev. Dennis Dellamalva a few
years carlier did not result in prose-
cution. Instead, there was a civil
case that has remained secret for
five years.

In May 1986, the Greensburg
Diocese paid two families $375,000
to settle a civil lawsuit brought in

boys molested by Dellamalva, a
former associate pastor at Mother
of Sorrows parish in’ Murrysvilie.

District Attorney John Driscoll
said he would do it differently if
Dellamalva’s case came to him
now. He said police, investigators,
the Children's Bureau and the dio-
cese all learned a great deal from’
the inaction that characterized the
Dellamalva case.

“If that case happened today, it
would bave been reported much
sooner and it would have been more
{ully investigated,” he sald. “The
Children's Bureau was not involved.
There was no investigation.

“We prepared a criminal com--
plaint, but the families decided they
wished not to pursue it. [Today] we
would have been able to vonvince

tion] would not have huri their
interests.” :

Greensburg Diocese handled the
Trott case. “The diocese has made a
complete turnabout in the way they
view this type of & case. One could

were very prompt, very decisive, no
equivocation. They acted in a clear-
cut manner from the outset.”

Today's greater openness in han-
dling such cases, in Greensburg and
elsewhere, is the result of several
factors: new laws that require more
reporting of child sexual abuse;
greater public awareness; cancella-
tion of diocesan liability insurance
for sexual misconduct; and a devel-
oping understanding by diocesan
olficials about the addictive nature
of pedophilia.

As a result of these factors, the
four Catholic dioceses in Western
Pennsylvania are beginning to de-
velop policies to deal with such -
cases. . -
S«etalra oteta describe the
Rev. Dennls Dellamalva as charis- A
matic — a priest who brcaght new
111537!0 the parish when he arrived in

He enjoyed music and dancing
and earned the nicknar e, “Disco
Denny.” The kids liked him and he
was often Inviled to parishioners’
homes. He ran the youth group at
the parish and spent time hanging
out with kids at Franklin Regional
High School. He even traveled inthe
school bus with the team to high

school football games.

1983 on behalf of three teen.age

the victims that [criminal prosecu-  bad molested

Driscoll praised the way the %

not ask for a better response. They 0%’!

‘Ralph ' Mravintz, 60, pleaded no
~contest to a disarderly conduct
«cha after the original charge
fthatriee ‘had molested a student at
“North Cathollc High School in Pitts-
burgh was reduced. Sy
:-Allegheny County Assistant Dis- .
ct. Attorney Joseph Ruddy eald
N plea bargain was arranged at
the of the victim and his
hml!“;muse the boy did not want
Lo testify,” oo
‘Mravints taught mathematics at
‘Memphis,, Tenn., Catholic: High
School during the past school year.
-~ The Rev, Bert Buby, provincial
of the Marianist Brothers in Day-
lon, Ohio, the order toiwhich Mra-
vintz belongs, said he is “absolutely
certain” Brother Ralph'is not 2
pedophile and feels he was falsely
accused. He sald the order plans to
tty to have the conviction expunged ¢
from Mravintz's record.- * ; - .
.. Ruddy said Mravintz accepted a
plea of no contest, ealling that a
tacit admissiod that he did some-
thing wrong. He sald he would
o&pose any effort to expunge Mra-
‘vinlz's rd, [
* Ruddy £aid a friend of the stu-
dent's reported a similar incident ;
but recanted it to the principal the .
next day. Mravintz did give police a ;
necktle with a naked torso of a!
wormnan on the back, which the boy ,
said the teacher wote,
Memphis Catholic High School,
principal Edward Locks said Mra-
viniz presents no danger lo
students. -
“We and the order are behind
him 100 pereent. They [the order]
said there was no incident. Eventu-
ally, it will be expunged from his
record. He is doing a fine job at
Memphis.Catholic.” '
Mravintz could not be reached
for comment. His attorney, John
Doherty, refused to discuss his case, -
A Pittsburgh Diocesan spokes-
man, the Rev. Ronald Lengwin, said
the diocese had no responsibility for
Mravintz because the brother is a
" member of a religious order.
The four Western Pennsylvania
ioceses :are in varying stages of
developing policies -to deal with
priests accused- of child sexual
abuse, . R -
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The Rev. Roger Trott with his lawyer, Ross Bash, afte a hearing in February.

.The Rev. Roger Tro}t's case was handled swiftly, ojbcnl ly and decisively.
But that of the Rev. DennisDellamalva a few years earlier did not result in prosecution.
There was instead} civil case that has remained secret for five years.”

- In Erie County, Assistant District ™
Attorney Tim Lucas sald parents
from St Gregory‘ﬁarlsh in North o !

- East told him’ their- 7-year-old " 1" The policy of the Greensburg
daughler had been molested by the . “Diocese, adopted In January 1985,
pastor,-the Rev. Donald Bolton. - - states that the diocese will investi-

Lucas sald the parents came to ~"Bate any reports of sbuse. If the
him because they felt Bolton's or- . *,allegations are true, the priest is
der, the Redemplorists, had re- * ‘relieved of his duties and sent for a

neged on a promise that he would ** m_edlcal evalualion. The diocese. .
not work with children again. The * Will cooperate fully with civil #u-
parents had discovered that Bolton " thorities and will assure victims
was feaching at a school In New  -thatthey are of “primary concern.

ork.; -~ LT e e The policy of the Pittsburgh Dio- .

An Efie dlocesan officlal said the _+cese; adopted in February, states -
diocese was not responsible for': that If bona fide reports are made:

Bolton because he wasa member of - Tegarding the misconduct of &
a religious order, © - -priest, the secrelary for clergy and

Bolton, 60, was charged in No- * pasteral life will “make wh_alevsr‘
vember 1986 with one count each of . Intervention seems appropriate.
indecent assault and corruption of .- The Erle Diocese is in the process
minors. He pleaded guilly and re-  of drafling a policy covering any
ceived three years' progalion in . diocesan employee involved in child

February 1987, , sexual abuse. The policy will deal

He was accused of fondling the with the victims, the victims' fam-
girl many times during the previous  ities and the perpetrator.
two years. The police officer who In Altoona-Johnstown, the policy .
arresled Bolton said there were IS lo remove the priesl from his -
other victims but that the statute of ~ position'-as soon & problem

Jprocess of ‘being laicized, or re-
oved from the priesthood,
Besides Trott, a brother has been -
prosecuted in Allegheny County and
Awo grims in Erie County for
sexual acts involving children. .
n Cambria County, the Altoona-
Diocese and a2 Common,
. Pleas judge have muzzled four scts
of parents who sued the diocese in
May 1986..They seek damages on
behall of five children they say
were molested by. Msgr, Francis
McCan. It € .

J o

“McCaa, 62, was pastor of Holy

ame garlsh in Ebensburg and was
once chancellor of the diocese,
* In 1985, parents told the district
attorney about the molestations
after concluding that no action
would be forthcoming from now-
retired Bishop James J. Hogan.

Within a weck of the meeting
with the DA and alter a television
report about the charges, McCaa
resigned. Altoona station WTAJ-TV
reported that McCaa had fondled
the boys.
District Attorney Gerald Long

In the spring of 1982, without
explanation to parishioners, Della- -
malva was transferred to Holy
Family In Latrobe. !

A year later, two sets of parents
{rom Mother of Sorrows told the -
district attorney that D

of San Francisce § represent them.

* The com Iainlrlales that Dells
!malva “misused his _position -of"
special trust andconfidence,” and
that numerous irjtances of moles-:
tation occurred h 1980 and 1081,
while Dellamal “acting with,
in the scope of hi I
priest”

elr sons, :
Driscoll said .he learned about
: Dellamalva as the statute of limita
it 1

It says Dy
“er and fllegal

touching their gd
them”,while a gest in one family
hristmas Day,

(‘{.! 4
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. Dellamalva filed to stop k
deviant behavid after being con-
fronted by one/family, the com- -
laint states, ald the now-retired
ishop WilliamDonnare “failed to
discharge Dellabalva from his du- .
ties alter havingbeen confronted b
the plaintiffs ail others.” .
In February 1184, diocesan attor-
neys argued swcessfully to seal
records in the'civil suit despite
parental opposilion.
In March 1937, the Post-Gazette

¢
‘8 criminal ‘com-
it but we 4id ot slfictally file

pnian
Drmbint @};gﬂ"f '

t
8 feelings of
Fthe !mmleﬁlnd =H Iﬂomeyg:vho
anted to protect the bays® privacy.
' Parishioners ‘say Dellamalva
molested as many as a dozen boys.
In the civil suit filed in April
1983, parents retained Melvin Belli

asked thal the sial be lifted. Aftera . did not file criminal charges. He  limitations had run out and Bolton emerges. . L
series of hearixgs and legal argu-  has since been elected to Cambria  could not be prosecuted. Bolton ¥ou would try t°]f‘"d an assign-
ments, Comma Pleas Judge Don-  County Common Pleas Court and = agreed to enter a program that . ment where the priest would not

etta Ambrose gened the record but
kept the depostions of Connare angd
[')]cllamalva sicrel, even though

come into contact with children in

" the course of his duties,} g3
Philip Saylor. . Te
He sald dlocesan officlals wenthwd™

treats sexual disorders,
A second Erie priest, the Rev,
John Murray, 64, of St. Matthew

has become the judge in the civil
suit filed by the parents. Long also
is a member of Holy Name parish,

had. bsentiled in gou; j‘_m_,ﬁg.qgg,mmw 6d-phong—.parish, Erie Countv. was chared In
 hanpened }:‘ tailsof what Jwhat;=~ calls, nor would he be questioned in ~ May 1985 with one coont each of - 8 rdglonal “meeting last ‘year at o]t
appened an -

row long the diocese
knew about DiHlamalva's behavior
remain secretlodny.” - H
Dellamalvgwas sent to a psychi
atric hospila?ln Hartford, Conn.i
called the Fstilute of Living,
p sources sayy Diocesan  officlals _
3 . won't say witre Dellamalva, whe
opposed the thsealing of the court
. g . . record, is now, and a family mem-
A second Erle prlest, the Rev. - ber refused He is listed:
John Murray, 64, of St. Matthew = On leave in the 1986 Catholic Ken-
Parish, was accused ot fondiinga - edy Directorg and a diocesan offj»
12-year-old altar hoy. clal has sugghsled thal he is in the

.. person about the case,

Long sealed the record as Am-
brose had done, again, even though
parents of the boys opposed the
secrecy. The sesl is 8o broad, the -
parents and Lheir attorney say, that
-they are not permilted to discuss
anything about the case.

The suit is still pending. McCaa
- now works as a chaplain in a
hospital in another state, a diocesan
official said. He s listed in lhe 1986
Catholic Directory as absent on sick
leave, :

which civil and canon lawyers and a
psychiatrist advised that such situa-
tions should be dealt with
immediately, N

But as it stands now, he said, a
bishop has “infinite disv.retionarr
power in dealing with a sis tation."

“As far a3 | am concerned, the
whole thing infuriates me,” Saylor*
said. “When you get a bad priest, it
reflects on the whole church, It -
reflects on all priests, But [ am not
surprised. We are all human
beings.” '

ndecent assault and corruption of
minors. He was accused of ﬁ)ndllng .
a 12-year-old altar boy on April 1,
1985, at the church. The boy's
parents reported it to the police.
Murray pleaded no contest in
August 1985, In the fall of 1986, he
was sentenced (o one year's proba-
tion, In the interim he weat to two
treatment facilities. :
Gary Loncki, director of infor-
mation for the Erie Diocese, said
Murray has been remoyed from
active ministry. .
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. THE PEDOPHILES

ups and pro!
;soclety: doctors, lawyers, polg:mpesn. P .

Pedophiles come from all fesslonsin  * homosexual by 3 to 1, but most |y ! The stereotype Is that strangers molest little girls- . - he.will go to Jail or that he will kill himsel{ it the child
7 The often seck pasitions whato they have access o pedophiles are homosqxual, 1., [ < W mearing white dresses and patent leather shoes.  .¢ { tells. ;l‘bt'an:‘hj d leeli;sqomlbliltlhat thehman will get in.
K © ' o Nelther celibacy nor homosxualit: . ’oiage ! trouble. The man also teli the child that he is Justakid
i oy e S by | o oo ooy ol o, sty ot P e (e Toemaraly e s
golr directors and clerg)':men. ey tert, adem, - T pedophile, If highly motivatdd, can learn to contra] *] i~ ‘Boya are molested as well as glrls, she says. And in '+ Themale child also mn{ {ear that his friends, teach.
+*/ Catholic priests are no more prone to ped&zﬁhllln thag 118 ”’"’J:’geb"' “P:dm agres | hf‘ his sexual orient 85 percent of the cases, the offender Is someone who , | .;n Oﬁlgg‘:‘ﬂ;“d’uzgléhm hz s hﬁrrl:osxe’xl:xal and that
anyone else and the percentage of priests with the prob- Hongannothe changed. - : . knows, trusts and very possibly loves the child. - 3L hewl pstracized, He wonders if he °m0561u&1‘

Ste;
priests and nuns

“Pedophiles are sexually attracted

" Montana says, “Those who are priests do very good
nd have excellent reputations. But they have s -

phen Mantana, a clinical psy- .
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¢ and if that Is why he was victimized.

" “Celibacy Is the only cure," Ry !
f changl Some boys, Sorrels says, minimize the effect that be-

er says. “There s
cure in the sense of ori !

1 "Knox, whose agency sees about 650 sexually abused
children a year, says prosecuting an offender can be .

’In ‘September 1986, * Brother - -
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with alcobol, drug  Treatment facilities use a thred pronged program fo' particularly difficult when the victim i3 a boy, “The . - Ing molested has had on them. They rationalize that it .
. *:.* help pedophiles: psy Py, dance at & support. | conditioning in soclety is that boys are never supposed - happened only once, that it is not a big deal and that -
to children,” group styled on the Al oholles Anchymoua model and ] to be victims. If they are victimized, they areneverto  they will get over it. But Sorrels belleves it is important
use of Depo-Provera, a'drug th the séx drive acknowledge it because it admits weakness," she says,  for a victim to get help to work through feelings of *
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