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Review Board Meeting

Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active]|

December 3, 2005

A summary of the discussion froin the Review Board Meeting on Saturday, December 3,

2005:

[ ]

Meeting began with a revifsw\of Rev. Joseph Bennett’s file in re
allegations of sexual i peuct made against him by Ms. BEER

ards fo the

and Ms. SR RN,
Fr. Swmiilanic mformed the Board that Rev. Paul Golden, C.M., J.O.D. is Fr.
Bennett’s newly appointed canonical advocate; Fr. Smilanic also informed the
Board of Fr. Golden’s request to hdve the entire Sle copied and sent to him
Cardinal George arrived at the Board
Board’s recommendations made on the Benne

mterest of procedure, he would ke for Fr.
egards to the allegations made against him by
i 8 [clarification that Fr. Bennett did address
Board at the November 19, 2005 Review Board meeting)
The Cardinal stated that he wanted to ensure that Fr. Bennett is aware of his
[Fr. Bennett’s] right to appear before the Review Board '
The Cardinal informed the Board that he has read the entire file and that he
was prepared t0 converse with them regerding these matters, as he had
questions he wished to ask the Board members 50 that he could understand the
Board’s conclusions and recommendations of these rmatters
Mr. Gass then provided the Cardina) with a verbal history of the
aforementioned matters as they have appeared before the Board ’
Mr. Gass informed the Cardinal of the Board members’ feelings of the
evidence of the existence of freckles on Fr. Bennett's scrotusn

o

P.O. Box 1479
Chicago, Nlincis 60600-1978 -

!
o
BEN-CB3-00001




Meme to Fije - PER-1 78
Deceraber 3, 2008
Page 2

* Mr. Gass explained to the Cardinal the fact that “reasonable cause to suspect”
is not a high standard of proof in these matters, however the freckles on Fr,
Bennett’s scrotum lead the Board to believe that something [sexvally abusive]

did happen in the matters involving Ms. R s :

Dr. Renshaw then referred the Cardinal to the medical documentation

concerning marks/freckles on Fr, Benpett’s serotum

*  Dr. Jenuwine noted that Fr. Benneti initially denied the existence of freckles
on his serotum and had his [personal] physician write a Jetter noting such;
referring to the moore recent medica) information obtained that states that Fr.
Bennett does have marks on his scroturg, Dr. Jenuwine made the point that
when M. JEEEBERR alicpation was first read to him [Fr. Bermett), he did pot
remark sorething to the effect of, *.._how would she [Vis. EERERE 1now
that [that there are marks/freckles on his scrotwm]?”?

* Dr. Jenuwine also made the point thar M. |RERRE - a1 of Fr. Bemmett
having a birth mark on his back “...does not stand up...” and that the back
surgery that Fr. Bennett underwent ook place significantly afier the alleged
abuse :

* Fr. Rubey made the point that Dr. Renshaw bad talked to the Board about
such marks on a male’s serotum, that thew are not age spots and they are alen
1ot cormon

* Dr. Jepuwine stated that when he first reviewed the allegation [made by Ms.
$% 2czinst Fr. Bennett, that he found i fo be incredible until he read the

information concerning the existence of freckles on the accused’s seroku,

Dr. Jenuwing then provided the opinion that freckles on the scrotum as alleged

in the matter of M. NSRS o lleoation against Fr. Benmeft would be a

“flashbulb memory” that a child sexual abuse victim would remember
Fr. Dowling stated that be bad doubts (hat Fr. Bemoett is an abuser

* The Cardinal stated that in regards to Ms. [REEERIE allegation, other parts of
her allegation seem to be inaccurate, except for the presence of freckles on Fr.
Bennett’s scrotum '

* The Cardinal expressed his great support and appreciat]

iew of and recommendations on the matters of Ms Mo

i allegations against Fr. Benpett

+ Fr. Smilanic suggested that Fr. Gplden [¥r. Bennett’s canonical advocate] be
ellowed to review the matters and provide & response on the bebalf of the |
accused prior to the Cardinal making his final decisi ased upon the
Board’s Review for Cause determinations of Ms. B R and Ms.

R allegations against Fr., Bennett]

* The Cardinal questioned as to why Pr. Bennett did 0ot have a caponical
advocate until recently; Fr. Smilande stated fhat he cannot recall and does not
know why

* Responding to Fr. Dowling’s question of “turn around time™ in the review of

the matiers by Fr. Golden, Fr. Smilanic reiterated kis [Fr. Golden’s] request to
have the file copied and sent to him
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In regards to Fr. Golden’s request for baving a copy of Fr. Bennett’s files sent
t0 him, the Cardina) expressed his concern for the integrity of the files if they
are copied, but that be is “open to discussion”

Dr. Jenuwine suggested that based upon confidentiality, the Office of Legal
Services sould draw vp an agreement that information from Fr, Bennett’s file
copied and sent to Fr. Golden could not be copied and/or reproduced

The Cardinal requested that Fr. Golden submit his information/response on
behalf of Fr. Bennett to the Board and then communicated to him

The Cardinal stated that he would like to follow through the matters of the two
aforementioned allegations against Fr. Beanett procedurally {with the defense
of a canon lawyer], as Rome wouid first ask and ensure that a matter
[regarding snch misconduct] abided by procedure and “The Code;” the
Cardinal expressed his concern that he does not want Rome 1o send any cases
back [to him] due to a lack of following procedure -

Fr. Dowling expressed the need to have the monitoring of Fr. Bennett
continne, with which the Cardinal agreed
Tt was agreed that all Board megmbers wonld keep their files on
Bermeti i and Bennett unitil hearing {a response] from Fr.
Bennett’s canon lawyer :

Fr. Rubey will abstain from the matters, s he and Fr. Bennett are classmates
and friends
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