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MEMORANDUM
To: File -- PFR-277
Fromy Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator @
Re: MeCormack, Rev. Daniel J. [Withdrawn]/g
Date: February 12, 2006

PRA spoke with St. Mary Therese Cusack via phone on January 26, 2006 regarding the

alleged abuse of i B minor] by Rev. Daniel J. McCormack in October 1999

at Holy Family School. S, M Therese was the principal of Holy Family at the tirme of
the alleged abuse.

At the beginning of the January 26™ phone call, PRA explained to'Sr. Mary Therese that
the reason for the call was to ask her recollections of the alleged incident of abuse of

by Fr. McCormack. [t was also explained to Sr. Mary Therese the reason.
for PRA’s involvement in the matter, as well as the role of the Office of Professional
Responsibility. Sr. Mary Therese agreed to speak with PRA and was exfremely
cooperative throughout the phone conversation.

‘When asked, Sr. Mary Thezese stated that she was principal of Holy Family from 1985
through 2000, until the principat position was eliminated. §r. Mary Therese referred to .
the mergmg of Holy Trinity, St, Colistus, and Holy Family.

When asked, Sr. Mary Therese stated that Fr. McCormack was first appointed
sacramental minister on Sundays at Holy Family. Sr. Mary Therese stated that some time
after Fr. McCormack’s appointment, Bishop Manz informed ber that Fr. MeCormack
“missed kids,” as he [Fr. McCormack] was assigned to St. Joseph’s Seminary. The
discussion between Bishop Manz and Sr. Mary Therese led to Fr. MeCormack presiding
over the weekly all school mass at Holy Family. Sr. Mary Therese stated that she was
thrilled at the time to have Fr. McCormack celebrate the all school mass, as they did not
have a priest assigned to the school, and that in her opinion the cleric was a wonderful
homilist. She informed PRA that the all school mass took place in the chapel be}und the
altar at Holy Family Church every Friday at 9:00am.
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Recalling the alleged incident involving RGN Sr. Mary Therese believes that it was
a Monday morning in the winter {October 1999} wheny

mother had corne to see her in the school office, Sr. Mary Therese describe
parents as wonderful and supportive at the school. She also remarked thatis
father “couldn’t hold a job.” Referring back to the time of the incident, Sr. Mary Therese
stated that [EEIRICEREEE came 1o her office and closed the door.

Sr Mary Therese explained to PRA that the Friday before & Sicame to see her,
HERRERE 110 been sent to the sacristy to refrieve the book used for the readings [at the all
school mass] and to bring it back to his elass. Asper Sr. Mary Therese, TR

fourth grade at the time and he had gone to retrieve the book on the Friday in question so
that his class could prepare the readings for the next week, Sr. Mary Therese stated that

] B fourth grade teacher at the time was Mr. Roel Vivit. She believes that Mr.
Vivit is currently a part of the Inner City Teaching Core, teaching at either Francis Xavier
Ward at Old St. Pat’s or Cathedral.

before. &

reported to Sr. Mary Therese that Er. McCormack responded to Bl
saymg something to the effect of, “,..sure.. .take down your pants, I need to measure you
When asked by PM 31, Mary Therese stated that she does not

expressing that. sha is not sure, but that gl :
to the effect of “...why did Fr. McCormack havc him |
Sr. Mary Therese stated that she then TN

from the directory *...because she [ wanted to talk to him...”

After speaking with § Sr. Mary Therese contacted Mr. Robert {Bob] Davies,
who was the consultant for Holy Family School at the time. Sr, Mary Therese informed
PRA. that she told Mr. Davies of the conversation with g B reparding the alleged

incident between Fr. McCormack and SRR As per Mary Therese, Mr. Davies said
to her “...keep me posted. ..

Sr. Mary Therese stated that after her conversation with 28 i3 she tried to call Fr.
McCormack every day and left him messages each time. She explained to PRA that she
had Fr. McCormack’s private phone number, buf that she never heard back from him. Sr.
Mary Therese stated that Fr, McCormack never returned her phone calls. She believes
after the incident was exam week in the school. Sr. Mary Therese stated
k31 came back to see her on Thursday, three days after the initial meeting
between the two regarding the alleged incident. B8 gl informed Sr. Mary Therese
that she had calied Fr. McCormack several times and that he would not return the phone
calls. Sr. Mary Therese informed 8 that Fr. MeCormack would not return her
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phone calls either, EEAgE g% then informed Sr. Mary Therese that she had planned to
wait for Fr. McCormack at the all school mass the next day [Friday morning] so that she
could talk to him about the incident involving [RGRE That same Thursday night at
11:00pm, Sr. Mary Therese atternpted to reach Fr. McCormack via phone again. Sr.
Mary Therese lefl Fr. McCormack a message on his answering machine 1o inform him
E% would be waiting for him the next day to talk about the incident with
g that had taken place the Friday before,

Sr. Mary Therese stated that the next day [Friday], she arrived at Holy Family School at
approximately 6:30am, She saw that Fr. McCormack had arrived at the front door of the
school at 7:00am that day and walked inside. Sr. Mary Therese informed PRA that she
and Fr. McCormack were both standing inside the front area of the schoo! “fiendly”
talking to each other as the two grected children and parents as they walked back and
forth to begin the day. At approximately 7:45am, a parent had asked Sy. Mary Therese if

they could speak privately in her office about a tuition issue. Sr. Mary Therese noted that

the time was approximately 7:45am, as school began at 8:00am.

Onoe Sr. Mary Therese and the parent were finished speaking, they exited her office.
Upon leaving her office, Sr. Mary Therese saw Fr, McCormack and e
in his office with the door closed. When asked by PRA, Sr. Mary Therese stated that her
office was directly across from Fr. McCormack’s and that there was a window next to his
office door, which is how she could see the cleric and JRE RN t2 king inside.

Sr. Mary Therese waited outside of her/Fr. McCormack’s door until it was time 10 xead
the prayers over the PA system. She went inside her office again while the prayers for
the day were read. Upon conclusion of the prayers being read, St. Mary Therese walked
owtside of her office again, which is when she saw RS and Fr. MicCormack
walking out of his office together. As per Sr. Mary Therese Y 4 then told her
“...everything’s ﬁne J understand now what happened [the Frlday before between Fr,

Fr. McConnack then walked up to Sr. Mary 'I"I'mrese She recalls that his face was red
and his eyes were [looking) down and never left the floor during the next exchange. Sr.
Mary Therese asked Fr. McCormack, “Dan, What happened?” Fr, McCormack replied to
her, “1 used very poor judgment. ? Sr. Mary Therese asked agam, “Dan, did you ask the

PIESIRES (o take his pants down?” Fr, McCormack again rephed “1 used very poor
}udgmen » Sr. Mary Therese then asked him, “Dan, could you give me a yes or a no?!”
She noted that Fr. McCormack then began backing away from her, his eyes still never
leaving the floor as he again replied, “I used very poor judgment...J have to go.” Sr.
Mary Therese stated that Fr. McCormack continued to back away from her until he was
gone.

‘When asked by PRA, Sr. Mary Therese stated that she neve heard any‘ihmg apain from
: B or Frt MeCormaek about the incident involving g
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The foIIOng Monday, Sr. Mary Therese’s secretary at the school told her that the
geahad .. .paid several hundred dollars in tuition...” The fact of the payment struck

Sr Mary Therese as unusual at the time, aswhad many foll and half siblings at the

sehool and their parents were often not up to date with the tuition. When asked by PRA

for clarification, Sz, Marj’ Therese stated that the secretary informed her that EIREEIREE
had paid the tuition in cash,

At this point during the January 26" phone call, Sr. Mary Therese referred back fo the
time period of the alleged incident. Sr. Mary Therese stated that the same day after she
tried o talk to Fr. McCormack about the incident, she callad Mr, Davies. She explained
to Mr. Davies what had happened, that she had seen pRigR 1

meeting with the door closed, the exchange that she had w;th i 8 s well as her
attempt at a conversation with the acoused, Sr. Mary Therese thinks that Mr. Davies told
her that he would “get back” to her. As per Sr. Mary Therese, later that same day Mr.
Davies did call her back. Sr. Mary Therese stated that Mz, Davies informed her
something to the effect of, “...as long as the parent is satisfied, let it go...” As per Sr.
Mary Therese, she told Mr. Davies that she [Sr. Mary Therese] was not satisfied. Sr.
Mary Therese stated that M, Davx&s again told her to *.. et it go.,.” The following
Monday when she learned that the Btk had paid all of their tmtmn Sr, Mary Therese
again called Mr. Davies. She informed PRA that Mr. Davies told her, “Mary, let it po.”

When asked by PRA, Sr. Mary Therese stated that she did not speak with anyone else at
_ the Archdiocese of Chicago about the incident mvoivzng Fr. Mc€ormack and GEplai

When asked, Sr. Mary Therese stated that her date of birth is|§

g After

leaving Holy Family School, Sr, Mary Therese did not look for another principalship. Sr.

Mary Therese continues to do some work for the Archdiocese of Chicago as well as
volumteering at the Information Desk at Qur Lady of Resurrection.

Sr. Mary Therese then spoke of Sr. Mary Therese Freymans, who to her recollection

ked with “the computer fab” at Holy Family around the time of the alleged abuse of
Rty Fr. McCormack. As per Sr. Mary Therese Cusack, Sr. Mary Therese
Preymann came to her approximately one week to ten days after the alleged incident and
asked, “Do you know what they’re saying about Fr. Dan [MeCormack]?" Sr. Mary
Therese Cusack stated that she then closed the door and told Sr. Mary Therese Freymann
about the alleged incident.

At this point during the January 26" phone call, Sr. Mary Therese Cusack informed PRA
that approximately two weeks prior she had received a phone call from Sr. Mary Therese
Freymann. As per Sr. Mary Therese Cuseck, Sr. Mary Therese Freymann said to her,
“Fr. Dan [McCormack] is at it again...what should Barb [Westrick, principal of St.
Agatha’s] do?" Sr. Mary Therese Cusack then suggested to Sr. Mary Therese Freymann
that Ms. Westrick be informed fo call Mr. Davies in the Office of Catholic Schools.
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Referring back to the time of the alleged incident, Sr. Mary Therese stated that she “kept
a vecord” of what had taken place. Sr. Mary Therese stated that she typed this record and
that it was approximately two pages in length. She then mentioned that the Monday or
Tuesday after EERRAENM came to see her for the first time o talk about the incident, she
called Sr. Marion Murphy. Sr. Mary Therese stated that Sr, Marion was in charge of the
Literacy Program at the time. As per Sr. Mary Therese, she explained to Sr. Marion that
the reason for her call was to tell her “what happened [the alleged incident concerning Fr.
McCormack and |8 g and that “...1 think you [Sr. Marion] should know [about the
incident] as administrator of the parish.” The following day, Sr. Marion informed Sr.
Mary Therese that she [Sr. Marion] had called Mr. Davies at the Office of Catholic
Schools, Sr. Marion informed Sr. Mary Therese that she also asked Mr. Davies if the
dean or the vicar [of the Vicariate] shonld be called about the alleged incident. She

reported to Sr. Mary Therese that Mr. Davies informed her that she [Sr. Marion] did not
need to call the dean or the vicar.

to type up a record of all of the events that had taken place, stermning from B8 FEeNs
report to her of the alleged incident of abuse of her son B e by Fr. MoCormack. Sr.
Mary Therese informed PRA that she did not make a copy of the document, but that she
did show it to Sr. Marion. As per Sr. Mary Therese, she then put the document in a
brown envelope, wrote Bob Davies’ name on the front, and drove it down to the Pastoral
Center where she left it at the front desk, Sr. Mary Therese stated that she never heard

. Trom Mr. Davies after she left the document at the front desk of the Pastoral Center.

As per Sr. Mary Therese, it was after her conversation with Sr, Marion that she decided _

" PRA thanked Sr. Mary Therese for her time and all of the information she shared. Sr.
Mary Therese agreed to be contacted at any time again in the future regarding this matter.
She may be reached at |

Ce: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Bdward D, Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Dr. Nicholas Woisonovich, Superintendent of Schools
Robert Davies, Assistant Superintendent [Vicariate I
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