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Clergy with Substantiated Allegations of
Child Sexual Abuse

Date of Release: January 18, 2020

The following clergy on this list have had a substantiated allegation of child sexual abuse.

None are in public ministry.

An allegation is deemed to be substantiated if it has been sufficiently confirmed so as to
believe that abuse occurred. This determination follows a process of consultation and is
not a legal judgment.

The fact that a specific parish is on the list does not mean that an act of abuse occurred at
said parish. It's only significance is that a priest on our list once served at that parish.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. Questions about this list
should be in writing and directed to the Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of La Crosse,
P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004.

The names on this list are divided into three categories:

(1) Diocesan clergy

(2) Non-Diocesan clergy with a substantiated allegation in the Diocese of La Crosse
(3) Non-Diocesan clergy who spent time in the Diocese of La Crosse and whose name
appears on a list in another diocese or religious order

(1) Diocesan clergy: a priest or deacon incardinated in the Diocese of La Crosse, against
whom a complaint was filed and found to be substantiated, relating to conduct occurring

in the Diocese of La Crosse or while the cleric was incardinated in the Diocese of La Crosse.

Bruce Ball
Raymond Bornbach
Eugene Comiskey
Thomas Dempsey
James Ennis

James Finucan

John Thomas Finucan
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https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/bruce-ball/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/raymond-bornbach/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/eugene-comiskey/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/thomas-dempsey/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/james-ennis/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/james-finucan/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/john-thomas-finucan/
https://diolc.org/
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Tom Garthwaite
Richard Herrmann
William Hertzenberg
Thomas Langer
James E. Mason
Garland Muller
Charles Rasmussen
Albert Sonnberger
James Stauber
Patrick Umberger

Raymond J. Wagner

(2) Non-Diocesan clergy with a substantiated allegation in the Diocese of La Crosse: a
priest or deacon who is either from a religious order or from a diocese other than the
Diocese of La Crosse, against whom an allegation was filed and found to be substantiated,
while the individual was serving in the Diocese of La Crosse. For these names, not all
otherwise reported information may be accessible to the Diocese of La Crosse, e.g., date of
ordination or assignment history. All information available to the Diocese of La Crosse has
been reported.

Timothy Svea

Bogdan Werra

(3) Non-Diocesan clergy who spent time in the Diocese of La Crosse and whose name
appears on a list in another diocese or religious order: a priest or deacon who is either
from a religious order or from a diocese other than the Diocese of La Crosse, against
whom an allegation was filed and found to be substantiated by another diocese or
religious order. The Diocese of La Crosse would have no specific information relating to
the allegation.

Benedict Adams (Added February 5, 2020)
Dennis Bouche
Daniel Budzynski
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https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/tom-garthwaite/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/richard-herrmann/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/william-hertzenberg/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/thomas-langer/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/james-e-mason/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/garland-muller/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/charles-rasmussen/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/albert-sonnberger/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/james-stauber/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/patrick-umberger/
https://diolc.org/diocesan-clergy/raymond-j-wagner/
https://diolc.org/non-diocesan-clergy/timothy-svea/
https://diolc.org/non-diocesan-clergy/bogdan-werra/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/benedict-adams/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/dennis-bouche/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/daniel-budzynski/
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J. Michael Cannon (Added February 5, 2020)
Thomas R. Haller (Added February 5, 2020)
J. Roger Lucey (Added February 5, 2020)
Charles Meyer (Added February 5, 2020)
Orville Munie

James V. O'Connor (Added February 5, 2020)
Joseph Smetana

Michael A. Spegele (Added February 5, 2020)

Francis Zimmerer

The Roman Catholic Diocese of
La Crosse

3710 East Ave S

PO Box 4004

La Crosse, Wisconsin 54602-4004

Phone: 608-788-7700
Fax: 608-788-8413

Contact Us

Human Resources

Employment Opportunities
Nomination for Strategic Planning Committee

Privacy Policy

Offices & Ministries
Archives

Buildings and Grounds
Catechesis

Chancery

Consecrated Life
Evangelization

Marriage and Family Life
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https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/j-michael-cannon/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/thomas-r-haller/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/j-roger-lucey/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/charles-meyer/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/orville-munie/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/james-v-oconnor/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/joseph-smetana/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/michael-a-spegele/
https://diolc.org/non-dio-clergy-other/francis-zimmerer/
https://diolc.org/contact
https://diolc.org/jobs/
https://diolc.org/planning/
https://diolc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Privacy-Policy-for-Diocese-of-La-Crosse.pdf
https://diolc.org/offices-and-ministries/
https://diolc.org/archives/
https://diolc.org/buildings/
https://diolc.org/catechesis/
https://diolc.org/chancery/
https://diolc.org/consecratedlife/
https://diolc.org/evangelization/
https://diolc.org/marriage/
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Matrimonial Tribunal
Ministries

Missions Office

Natural Family Planning
Permanent Diaconate

Priestly Vocations

Respect Life

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Sacred Worship

Safe Environment

Schools Office

Social Concerns

Stewardship and Development
Temporalities

Vicar for Clergy Office

Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Keep in Touch

Diocesan Links

Catholic Charities

Coronavirus Liturgy Considerations
LDCCW

On Consultation in the Parish and Deanery

Pastoral Plan

Scouting
Speaker Policy

USCCB
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Donate
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https://www.facebook.com/diolc/
https://twitter.com/diolacrosse
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqoBKGNBCA_7TE2YEtUwJEA
http://www.cclse.org/
https://diolc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CoronavirusLiturgyConsiderations.pdf
http://www.ldccw.org/
https://diolc.org/files/On%20Consultation%20in%20the%20Parish%20and%20Deanery.pdf
https://diolc.org/pastoral-plan/
https://diolc.org/Scouting/Scouting.htm
https://diolc.org/speaker-policy/
http://www.usccb.org/
https://diolc.org/stewardship/
https://diolc.org/donate-online
https://diolc.org/tribunal/
https://diolc.org/ministries/
https://diolc.org/missions/
https://diolc.org/marriage/natural-family-planning/
https://diolc.org/ministries/ministry-formation/diaconate/permanent-deacon-formation/
https://diolc.org/priesthood/
https://diolc.org/social-concerns/respect-life/
https://diolc.org/sacredworship/rite-of-christian-initiation-for-adults/
https://diolc.org/sacredworship/
https://diolc.org/safe-environment/
https://diolc.org/schools/
https://diolc.org/social-concerns/
https://diolc.org/stewardship/
https://diolc.org/temporalities/
https://diolc.org/vicarforclergy/
https://diolc.org/yya/
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https://diolc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2020-Working-Together-For-Your-Joy_Brochure_Web.pdf
https://diolc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019-20-CASE-STATEMENT-8.29.19.pdf
https://diolc.org/feed/

