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allegations of clergy sexual abuse of a minor

By The Register

ALINA — On Aug. 14, 2018,
S the Pennsylvania Grand Jury
Report was released. The

report exposed a great scandal within
the Church and incited Catholics, lay
and clergy alike, to demand greater
transparency and accountability from
the leaders of the Catholic faith. On
Sept. 18, 2018, the Diocese of Salina
informed the Attorney General’s office
that newly appointed Bishop Gerald
Vincke would be retaining the inde-
pendent outside counsel of Cotton-
wood Law LLC. of Hillsboro to con-
duct a thorough review of clergy per-
sonnel files and identify any potential
cases of clergy misconduct with
minors. Bishop Vincke had been serv-
ing in his new role as the Bishop of
Salina for less than a month when he
opened the investigation of the clergy
files.

FrROM SEPTEMBER 2018 TO Janu-
ary 2019, Courtney Boehm from Cot-
tonwood Law conducted an audit of
the diocesan clergy files. Boehm was
selected for her expertise in criminal
law and her independence from the
Salina Diocese. At the time of the
audit, Boehm was the Marion County
Attorney and has since been appoint-
ed a district court judge in the
8th Judicial District which consists of
Dickinson, Geary, Marion and Morris
counties. Boehm reviewed 109 clergy
files, ranging from clergy serving in
the late 1800s to present day. The
files reviewed consisted of any mem-
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*NOTE: Abusers who offended in more than one decade were counted in each decade.

ber of the clergy with allegations of
misconduct against them. Upon the
completion of the review, Cottonwood
Law submitted a comprehensive
report to Bishop Vincke. The report
summarized the contents of each cler-
gy misconduct file and the allegations
that were made against each priest.
The entirety of this comprehensive
report was immediately turned over to
the Attorney General’s office, who
then forwarded it to the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation (KBI).

WITHIN THE REPORT, THE AUDITOR
recommended which cases needed to
be reviewed by the Lay Review Board.
The Lay Review Board, formed in Feb-
ruary 2000, is a group that reviews
any allegation made against a member
of the clergy and includes mental and
medical health professionals, social

service providers, civil and canon law
professionals, law enforcement offi-
cials and two priests. In order to be as
thorough and transparent as possible,
Bishop Vincke asked that files recom-
mended by Boehm be reviewed,
including those that were previously
reviewed. During the month of Febru-
ary 2019, the Lay Review Board met
and discussed the cases recommended
by Cottonwood Law. Upon the com-
pletion of the Lay Review Board’s
review of the Cottonwood Law report,
14 cases of diocesan clergy abuse of a
minor were found to be substantiated.

THE DI10OCESE OF CONCORDIA WAS
founded in 1887. The Diocese of Con-
cordia then became the Diocese of
Salina in 1944. During a span of 132
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Diocesan Clergy

Bachand, Louis
Dion, Maurice
Dreiling, Christian
Hough, Roger
Mattas, Louis
Merchant, William
Moeder, John
O’Donohoe, Thomas
Reif, Robert

Scheer, Allen*
Schleiter, Robert
Senecal, Eugene
Van Speybroeck, Arthur
Walsh, John

Capuchin Friars
Beyer, Gregory
Colucci, Bennett
Gilardi, Ron
Gottschalk, David
Gross, Matthew*
Haas, Julian
Jones, David
Meis, Finian
Posey, Thaddeus
Schartz, Daniel
Scarry, Benignus
Shinsky, Felix
Wolfe, Charles

*abuse occurred with a vul-
nerable adult, which are con-
sidered minors for reporting
purposes

Bishop addresses release of list of substantiated allegations

In September of 2018,
shortly after I arrived in
Salina, I asked that an inde-
pendent review be complet-
ed on our priest files. In this
edition of The Register, you
will find the results of that
investigation. There are 14
diocesan priests who have
substantiated allegations of
abuse of a minor. Addition-
ally, you will also find the
results of the independent
investigation conducted by
the Order of Franciscan
Minors Capuchin Province of
St. Conrad, headquartered in
Denver. They have listed 13

Capuchins who have served

in our diocese at some point

within their ministry and
who have credible allega-
tions of abuse of a minor.

I begin by offering my
apologies to all people who
are victims of clergy abuse
and to the families of any
person who was abused. My
heart aches for you. I am
sorry for any time in the
past when the diocese did
not appropriately respond
to the plea of an individual
who was a victim of abuse.
There have been times in
the past when the Church
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failed to address the needs
of the people who are vic-
tims in favor of protecting

enforcement of an allega-
tion. By our omission, we
committed a terrible injus-
tice to all people who are
victims of abuse. We realize

that the majority of the cler-

gy abuse occurred decades
ago; however, the wounds
of that abuse are very deep.
I have made mistakes,
too. I haven’t always given
the people who are victims

the reputation of the priest.
I am sorry for any time in
the past when the Church
attempted to solve the
issues on their own instead
of informing the proper law

of clergy abuse my best
attention and prompt
response.

I am also very sorry to the
faithful, who like me, won-
der, “How could this hap-

Dear Readers,

This edition of The Register is
dedicated entirely to the topic of clergy
abuse. It takes the place of the regularly
scheduled March 22 newspaper.

The decision was made to pull all
advertising and all “regular” news
content from this issue in order to fully
focus on providing information, and (we
hope) healing for those across the
diocese. We know clergy abuse is a
grave wound in our Church, and pray

pen?” I know for many of
you, the clergy abuse scandal
has caused great pain and
angst. I also apologize to any
of you who were hurt by my
decision to allow Theodore
McCarrick to live at the St.
Fidelis Friary in Victoria.
For the sake of trans-
parency, I would like to
identify some of the most
prominent mistakes the
Diocese of Salina has made
in the past with regard to
clergy abuse of minors.
First of all, the indepen-
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this effort to be more transparent is the
first step in healing.

An updated list of substantiated
allegations will remain on our website,
https://SalinaDiocese.org.

Our regular office hours are Mon.-
Thurs., 9 a.m.-noon; 1 p.m.-5 p.m. and
Friday 9 a.m.-noon.

Thank you,
Karen Bonar, editor
newspaper1@salinadiocese.org
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Because transparency is
essential to the healing process
following the clergy sexual abuse
scandal in the Church, the Salina
Diocese is publishing this list of
substantiated allegations of
sexual abuse of a minor (or
vulnerable adult). This list is
complete as of the publication of
this issue of The Register. Any
new allegations of misconduct
will be investigated. A current
and updated list of substantiated
allegations will be maintained on
the diocesan website,
https://SalinaDiocese.org.

BACHAND, LOUIS

Year of birth: 1931

Year of ordination: 1957

Last known status: Deceased
1991

Estimated time frame of
abuse: late 1950s-early 1960s

Abuse reported: 2011

Diocesan action: Priest was
deceased at time of reported
allegation. Diocese conducted
an investigation.

Pastoral assignments:

« Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Concordia

« St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Osborne

« St. Thomas Hospital, Colby

« St. Ann’s Home, Concordia

» Mount St. Joseph Home,
Concordia

More than one allegation: No

DI1ON, MAURICE
Year of birth: 1917
Year of ordination: 1944
Last known status: Deceased
2004
Estimated time frame of
abuse: 1960s-1970s
Abuse reported: 2002

« St. Francis Xavier, Junction City

Diocesan action: Diocesan
investigation was ongoing at the
time of the priest’s death.
Allegations were not
substantiated until after the
priest had passed away.

Pastoral assignments:

« St. Francis of Assisi, Norton

 St. Peter, Aurora

« St. Anthony, Miltonvale

« St. Peter, Meredith

« St. John the Baptist, Clyde

« Immaculate Conception, Leoville

« St. Edward, Belleville

« St. George, Munden

« St. John the Baptist, Hanover

» SS. Peter and Paul, Clay Center

More than one allegation: Yes

DREILING,

CHRISTIAN

Year of birth: 1887

Year of ordination: 1915

Last known status: Deceased
1960

Estimated time frame of
abuse: 1930s

Abuse reported: 1939

Diocesan action: Diocese
conducted an investigation. In
1940, he was placed on
diocesan and court-ordered
leave, which lasted eight years,
due to criminal activity. During
his leave, Father Dreiling
received five years of treatment.
Treatment was found
successful, and Father Dreiling
was re-instated to ministry
from 1948 to his death.

Pastoral assignments:

« Henrietta, Texas

« St. Martin of Tours, Seguin

« Sacred Heart, Oberlin

« SS. Philip and James,
Phillipsburg

« Sacred Heart, Selden

« St. Michael, Collyer

« St. John Hospital, Salina

« Sacred Heart, Park

« Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina

Substantiated allegations for diocesan clergy of sexual abuse of a minor

« Little Flower Home, Concordia
More than one allegation: Yes

HoUGH, ROGER

Year of birth: 1936

Year of ordination: 1964

Last known status: Deceased
2018

Estimated time frame of
abuse: 2001-2002

Abuse reported: 2002

Diocesan action: Diocese
conducted an investigation and
removed priest from ministry in
2005. He was ordered by the
Congregation of the Doctrine of
the Faith in Rome to live a life
of prayer and penance.

Pastoral assignments:

« Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Concordia

« St. John the Baptist, Hanover

« St. Mary, Queen of the Universe,
Salina

« St. Paul, Delphos

« St. Mary, Glasco

« St. Peter, Meredith

 St. Theresa, Mankato

 St. Mary, Jamestown

« St. Thomas, Stockton

« St. Isidore, Manhattan

« St. Ignatius of Loyola, Kanopolis

« St. Joseph, Brookville

« St. Mary, Holyrood

« SS. Peter and Paul, Clay Center

« St. Mary, Clifton

« St. Michael, Kimeo

« St. John the Baptist, Clyde

« St. Joseph, St. Joseph

« St. Agnes, Grainfield

» Sacred Heart, Selden

« Immaculate Conception, Leoville

« St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Osborne

» St. Mary, Downs

More than one allegation: No

MATTAS, LOUIS
Year of birth: 1928
Year of ordination: 1960
Last known status: Deceased
2011

Estimated time frame of
abuse: mid 1960s and early
1980s

Abuse reported: 2005 and 2007

Diocesan action: Diocese
conducted an investigation. The
2005 allegation was unable to
be proven. The 2007 allegation
was substantiated. Father
Mattas was ordered by the
Congregation of the Doctrine of
the Faith in Rome to live a life
of prayer and penance.

Pastoral assignments:

« St. Michael, Chapman

« St. Columba, Elmo

« St. Patrick, Gypsum

« St. Joseph, St. Joseph

« St. Isidore, Cuba

« St. John the Evangelist, Logan

« St. Mary, Densmore

« St. Mary, Russell

« St. Ignatius Loyola, Kanopolis

« St. Mary, Holyrood

« St. Joseph, Brookville

» St. Mary, Queen of the Universe,
Salina

« St. John the Baptist, Beloit

« St. Francis Xavier, Junction City

 St. Augustine, Washington

« SS. Peter and Paul, Morrowville

« St. Andrew, Abilene

More than one allegation: Yes

MERCHANT,

WILLIAM

Year of birth: 1911

Year of ordination: 1938

Last known status: Deceased
1975

Estimated time frame of
abuse: 1960s-1970s

Abuse reported: 1968, 1999,
2000-2004

Diocesan action: The 1968 and
1999 allegations were not
investigated at that time. The
2000-2004 allegations were
investigated.

Please see LIST Page 3

Frequently asked questions, Diocese of Salina clergy abuse list

Q. What information
are you releasing on
this list?

A. This list contains the
names of diocesan clergy
members against whom an
allegation of sexual abuse of
a minor has been substanti-
ated.

Q. How do you define
“sexual abuse of a
minor”?

A. Sexual abuse of a
minor includes sexual
molestation or sexual
exploitation of a minor or
other behavior by which an
adult uses a minor as an
object of sexual gratifica-
tion. The term “sexual
abuse of a minor” is not
necessarily limited to the
definitions of sexual abuse
under civil or criminal law.
The use, creation or posses-
sion of child pornographic
images constitutes sexual
abuse of a minor. For the
purpose of diocesan poli-
cies, a minor is any person
below the age of 18 years. In
addition, a person who
habitually has the imperfect
use of reason is to be con-
sidered equivalent to a

minor — referred to as a
“vulnerable adult” (see Con-
gregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, Normae de
Gravioribus Delictis, Article
6, § 1, 1°. Promulgated by
Pope Benedict XVI, May 21,
2010).

Q. What are the crite-
ria for inclusion on the
list?

A. Clergy members’
names are included on this
list if there was a substanti-
ated allegation of sexual
abuse of a minor against
them. Their inclusion does
not necessarily mean they
were found guilty of a crime
or are liable for civil claims.
Many of the allegations
received by the diocese are
from decades ago and were
reported many years after
the alleged abuse, some-
times after the death of the
accused.

Q. What do you mean
by a substantiated alle-
gation?

A. When a complaint is
received, the diocese starts
with the presumption that
the allegation is being

brought forward in good
faith, and therefore thor-
oughly investigates all alle-
gations. An allegation is
considered “substantiated”
when it is corroborated with
witness statements, docu-
ments, emails, photos, texts,
or by another source, such
as law enforcement. If the
accused member of the cler-
gy admits to the allegation,
the accusation is substanti-
ated. Allegations of abuse
occurring significantly in
the past, even if the accused
is deceased, can also be sub-
stantiated when there is suf-
ficient corroborative evi-
dence that supports the
veracity of the allegation.

No matter how long ago
the alleged abuse occurred,
every effort is made to
determine if the allegation
can be substantiated.

Q. How many clergy
files were reviewed,
what time period did
they cover and how
many clergy with sub-
stantiated allegations
were diocesan priests of
the Diocese of Salina?

A. The Diocese of Con-

cordia, now the Diocese of
Salina, was established on
Aug. 2, 1887. During that
time, more than 600 priests
have served in the diocese,
including both diocesan and
religious clergy. Of the more
than 300 diocesan clergy
files, there were 63 miscon-
duct files; all misconduct
files were reviewed. Of
those 63 files, 14 files con-
tained substantiated allega-
tions of sexual abuse of a
minor.

Q. What percentage of
all diocesan clergy had a
substantiated allega-
tion?

A. 4.67 percent

Q. What happens to
an allegation of sexual
abuse of a minor by a
member of the clergy
once it is received?

A. The diocese initiates
an investigation into all
allegations of sexual abuse
of a minor by a member of
the clergy. If the allegation
concerns a current act of
sexual abuse, law enforce-
ment is contacted immedi-
ately in accordance with

Kansas state law and dioce-
san policy. Under these cir-
cumstances, the accused is
immediately put on leave
and the diocesan investiga-
tion may be suspended until
civil law enforcement has
completed its investigation.
The diocese fully cooperates
in all criminal investiga-
tions conducted by civil
authorities and will conduct
its own investigation when
it is certain that it will not
interfere with any civil
investigation being conduct-
ed. Even if the civil authori-
ties determine not to pursue
an investigation, the diocese
will conduct its own investi-
gation.

Allegations of sexual
abuse of a minor are also
communicated to the Dioce-
san Lay Review Board
(LRB) in accordance with
the Diocesan Safe Environ-
ment Policy. The diocese
utilizes two investigators to
perform internal investiga-
tions of allegations of sexual
abuse. These investigators
have extensive law enforce-
ment and investigative
backgrounds from local,

Please see SALINA / Page 4




The Register, Catholic Diocese of Salina, salinadiocese.org

March 29,2019 3

SPECIAL REPORT:

CLERGY ABUSE

From page 2

Pastoral assignments:

» Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina

« St. John Hospital, Salina

« St. Mary of the Assumption,
Clifton

« St. Bernard, Clara

« SS. Peter and Paul, Morrowville

« St. Francis Xavier, Junction City

« Immaculate Conception, Leoville

« Sacred Heart, Selden

« SS. Peter and Paul, Clay Center

» Seven Dolors, Manhattan

» Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina

« St. Joseph, Brookville

More than one allegation: Yes

MOEDER, JOHN

Year of birth: 1931

Year of ordination: 1957

Last known status: Deceased
2012

Estimated time frame of
abuse: late 1970s

Abuse reported: 2018

Diocesan action: Priest was
deceased at time of reported
allegation. Diocese conducted
an investigation.

Pastoral assignments:

« Sacred Heart, Plainville

« St. Andrew, Abilene

« St. Phillip, Hope

» Seven Dolors, Manhattan

« Sacred Heart, Esbon

« St. Mary, Smith Center

» St. Mary, Jamestown

« Nazareth Motherhouse,
Concordia

« St. Anthony, Miltonvale

« St. Peter, Meredith

« St. Joseph, McDowell Creek

« St. Edward, Belleville

« St. George, Munden

« St. Isidore, Cuba

More than one allegation: No

O’DONOHOE,

THOMAS

Year of birth: 1887

Year of ordination: 1910

Last known status: Deceased
1951

Estimated time frame of
abuse: 1943-1945

Abuse reported: 2004

Diocesan action: Priest was
deceased at time of reported

allegation. Diocese conducted
an investigation.

Pastoral assignments:

« St. John the Baptist, Beloit

» Diocese of Wichita

» Nazareth Motherhouse,
Concordia

« St. Paul, Angelus

» Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Concordia

» Archdiocese of Detroit

« Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina

« St. Thomas Hospital, Colby

More than one allegation: No

REIF, ROBERT

Year of birth: 1939

Year of ordination: 1967

Last known status: Laicized
2006

Estimated time frame of
abuse: 1970s-1980s

Abuse reported: 1986, 2002,
2005

Diocesan action: Diocese
conducted an investigation.
Suspended from ministry and
sent away for treatment from
1986-1987. Was granted a leave
of absence in 1988 and did not
return to the Diocese of Salina.

Pastoral assignments:

« St. Andrew, Abilene

« Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina

« SS. Philip and James,
Phillipsburg

« St. Francis, Claudell

» Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Goodland

« St. Isidore, Manhattan

« Sacred Heart, Park

« St. Anthony, St. Peter

More than one allegation: Yes

SCHEER, ALLEN*
Year of birth: 1962
Year of ordination: 1995
Last known status: Convicted
and Laicized 2012
Estimated time frame of
abuse: 2012

Abuse reported: 2012
(*abuse occurred with a vulnerable
adult/person with disabilities, as
defined by Substantive Norms for More
Grave Delicts, Art. 6, § 1, 1°)

Diocesan action: Diocese
conducted an investigation.
Removed from ministry in 2012
and began laicization process.

List of substantiated allegations for diocesan priests, continued

Pastoral assignments:

« St. Mary, Queen of the Universe,
Salina

« St. Theresa, Mankato

« St. Mary, Smith Center

» Sacred Heart, Esbon

« SS. Philip and James,
Phillipsburg

« St. John, Logan

» Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina

More than one allegation: No

SCHLEITER, ROBERT
(Diocese of Wichita)
Year of birth: 1926
Year of ordination: 1954
Last known status: Laicized
1969; Deceased 1995
Estimated time frame of
abuse: 19508
Abuse reported: 1957, 1980,
2003
Diocesan action: Diocese
conducted an investigation.
Priest was asked to leave the
Salina Diocese in 1957, and he
did. In 1980, no response to the
allegation. In 2003, the same
individual who reported in 1980
reported again, and the diocese
responded appropriately.
Pastoral assignments:
« SS. Peter and Paul, Cawker City
» St. Mary, Downs
« St. Francis, Claudell
« Diocese of Wichita
More than one allegation: Yes

SENECAL, EUGENE

Year of birth: 1912

Year of ordination: 1940

Last known status: Deceased
1975

Estimated time frame of
abuse: 1960s-1970s

Abuse reported: 1994, 2002

Diocesan action: Priest was
deceased at time of reported
allegation. Diocese conducted
an investigation.

Pastoral assignments:

« Immaculate Conception, Grinnell

» Sacred Heart, Park

« St. John the Baptist, Hanover

« St. Peter, Aurora and missions

« Sacred Heart, Oberlin and
missions

« Immaculate Conception,
Minneapolis

« St. Michael, Kimeo and missions

« St. John the Evangelist,
Herington

« St. Paul, Angelus

More than one allegation: Yes

VAN SPEYBROECK,

ARTHUR

Year of birth: 1875

Year of ordination: 1902

Last known status: Left Diocese
of Salina sometime after 1908

Estimated time frame of
abuse: 1907

Abuse reported: 1907

Diocesan action: Diocese
conducted an investigation.
Priest left Diocese of Salina
after the allegation.

Pastoral assignments:

« St. John the Baptist, Herington

« Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Concordia

« St. Joseph, St. Joseph

« Immaculate Conception,
Grinnell and missions

More than one allegation: Yes

WALSH, JOHN

Year of birth: 1929

Year of ordination: 1955

Last known status: Deceased
2009

Estimated time frame of
abuse: 1972-1978

Abuse reported: 2002

Diocesan action: Diocese
conducted an investigation.
Priest retired immediately
following the allegation.

Pastoral assignments:

« St. Francis Xavier, Junction City

« St. John Hospital, Salina

 St. Martin of Tours, Seguin

« St. Francis Cabrini, Hoxie

« St. Joseph, Damar

» Holy Ghost, Sharon Springs

« St. Peter, Wallace

« St. Thomas, Stockton

« St. Francis, Claudell

« St. John the Baptist, Clyde

« St. Mary of the Assumption,
Clifton

« St. Joseph, St. Joseph

« Sacred Heart, Park

« St. Agnes, Grainfield

« St. Francis of Assisi, Norton

« St. Joseph, New Almelo

 St. Michael, Chapman

More than one allegation: No

NON-DIOCESAN CLERGY

FrRANCIS FUGINI

(Member of the Province of St.
Augustine of the Capuchin
Franciscans, headquartered in
Pittsburgh)

Last known status: Retired,
Pittsburgh

Estimated timeframe of
abuse: late 1950s

Action: Removed Father Fugini’s
permission to engage in priestly
ministry. Father Fugini is of
advanced age and resides in

Pittsburgh under a plan of
supervision instituted and
monitored by his religious
superiors.

Assignments in the Salina
Diocese:

« Capuchin Franciscan Seminary,
Victoria

« Capuchin Franciscan Retreat
Center, Victoria

THEODORE
MCCARRICK

Ex-cardinal Theodore McCarrick
moved to the St. Fidelis Friary in
Victoria on Sept. 28. On Feb. 16,
Theodore McCarrick was laicized.
He is still living in Victoria until he
finds a permanent residence.

LISTENING SESSION

BISHOP JERRY VINCKE AND PROVINCIAL
MINISTER FATHER CHRISTOPHER
POPRAVAK, O.F.M.CAP., WILL HOST A
LISTENING SESSION REGARDING CLERGY
ABUSE.

THE LISTENING SESSION WILL BE AT 7 P.M.
TUESDAY, APRIL 2 AT ST. NICHOLAS OF
MyYRA CHURCH IN HAYS.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND.
QUESTIONS MAY BE SUBMITTED
ANONYMOUSLY IN ADVANCE (EMAIL
ADDRESS IS BELOW), OR AT THE LISTENING
SESSION:
PLEDGETOHEAL@SALINADIOCESE.ORG
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Salina frequently asked questions continued

From page 2

state and federal law
enforcement agencies. The
investigator’s reports are
presented to the LRB to
inform their deliberations
and provide the known facts
on which to base a recom-
mendation.

The LRB’s members
include mental and medical
health professionals, social
service providers, civil and
canon law professionals,
law enforcement officials
and two priests.

The LRB is not an inves-
tigative body, but it is pre-
sented with the results of
the investigation conducted
by the investigators. Follow-
ing its review of the case,
the LRB submits its find-
ings and recommendations
to the bishop. The LRB
makes recommendations
with respect to all aspects of
the case, including, when
applicable, recommenda-
tions concerning the
accused cleric’s suitability
for continued ministry.

If the allegation is not
able to be substantiated,
consistent with the recom-
mendation of the LRB, the
cleric may be returned to
active ministry.

Q. Is this list com-
plete?

A. This is a complete and
accurate representation of
all substantiated allegations
against diocesan priests
received by the diocese
which involve the sexual
abuse of a minor. They have
each been substantiated by
the LRB based on the infor-
mation currently available
in the diocesan files.

The list is based on the
extensive file review con-
ducted by attorney Court-
ney Boehm of the indepen-
dent law firm of Cotton-
wood Law, LLC. The diocese
has received some allega-
tions of abuse occurring sig-
nificantly in the past that
could not be substantiated
due to the lack of specificity
regarding the allegation
and/or corroborating infor-
mation contained in dioce-
san files. These unsubstan-
tiated allegations of past
abuse do not pertain to any-
one currently serving in
priestly ministry.

If new allegations are
made and substantiated by
the LRB, the names of the
diocesan clergy involved
will be published in The
Register and added to this
list, which will be main-
tained on the diocesan web-
site.

Q. Why was Cotton-
wood Law chosen to
review the files?

A. Cottonwood Law, out
of Hillsboro and specifically
attorney Courtney Boehm,
was chosen for her expertise
in criminal law investiga-
tions, and that neither her

nor Cottonwood Law have a
direct connection with the
Diocese of Salina. At the
time of the audit, Boehm
was the Marion County
Attorney and has since been
appointed a district court
judge in the 8th Judicial
District which consists of
Dickinson, Geary, Marion
and Morris counties.

Q. Why were some of
these names not made
public before now so
that criminal charges
could be made?

A. Many of these names
have been made public pre-
viously. But some of these
allegations were reported
decades after the alleged
abuse — in some cases,
when the accused was
deceased. In other
instances, the victim
requested that the matter
not be publicized. The pub-
lication of this list, there-
fore, encompassing more
than 100 years of records, is
an effort to make all sub-
stantiated allegations of
sexual abuse of minors —
even historical ones — pub-
lic in the same way the dio-
cese has made current ones.

Q. Why are you
releasing this list now?

A. In light of the confu-
sion and concern caused by
the Pennsylvania grand jury
report and the Theodore
McCarrick scandal this past
summer, there has been a
call for greater transparency
on the part of the Church
regarding not just present
allegations, but historical
allegations as well. The dio-
cese is releasing this list as
part of that effort toward
greater transparency.

Q. Are any of the men
on this list still in active
ministry?

A. No cleric with a sub-
stantiated allegation of sex-
ual abuse of a minor is per-
mitted to exercise any form
of public ministry.

Q. What is the diocese
doing to prevent sexual
abuse within the
Church?

A. The Diocesan Safe
Environment Program has
three components. First, all
Church clergy, seminarians,
employees and volunteers
are required to undergo
criminal background
checks. Second, persons
who work with or around
children are required to
participate in ongoing child
safety training and to keep
it current. Children, too, are
required to undergo person-
al safety training. Third, the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
engages an independent
firm that conducts an annu-
al safe environment audit of
the diocese. The most
recent on-site audit was
conducted in October 2018

by the independent firm
StoneBridge Business Part-
ners.

The diocese currently uti-
lizes CMGConnect, an
online training platform of
the Catholic Mutual Group.
CMGConnect presents the
“Safe Haven — It’s Up to
You” adult awareness train-
ing to Diocesan clergy, sem-
inarians, employees and
volunteers.

Since 2003, the diocese
has instructed and complet-
ed background checks on
more than 11,909 adults,
and has passed every inde-
pendent audit — both
remote and on-site — con-
ducted since the audits were
instituted by the USCCB in
2004.

Q. What topics are
included CMGConnect
training?

A. CMGConnect training
contains a required curricu-
lum to provide ongoing
training to all personnel
regarding how to prevent,
detect and respond to sus-
pected sexual abuse of
minors. This training is
required for all clergy, semi-
narians, employees and vol-
unteers. Additionally, there
is special age-appropriate
training provided to chil-
dren. The platform also pro-
vides a multitude of option-
al training which includes
bullying, online safety,
social media safety, estab-
lishing appropriate bound-
aries and others. The CMG-
Connect platform is used by
dioceses throughout the
United States and Canada.

Q. What training do
seminarians, or new
employees, clergy and
volunteers of the dio-
cese receive regarding
the Diocesan Safe Envi-
ronment Program?

A. All adults — clergy,
seminarians, employees,
and volunteers — are
required to undergo CMG-
Connect training. Aspiring
seminarians must complete
their CMGConnect training
upon acceptance to semi-
nary studies. All children in
Catholic schools or religious
education programs also
undergo personal safety
training annually.

Q. What steps has the
diocese taken to ensure
that those who apply for
seminary are suitable
for ministry?

A. The application
process for admission to
seminary studies for the
diocese is extensive and
includes lengthy interviews,
multiple references, nation-
al criminal background
checks, national sex offend-
er registry checks and a psy-
chological assessment that
includes a psychosexual
evaluation. Only men will-
ing and able to live the
chaste and celibate life that

is required of them move
forward in the application
process. While in seminary,
men are closely supervised
by a formation team and
routinely evaluated by the
diocese.

Q. Everywhere in the
news, sexual abuse by
perpetrators in all
walks of life is being
reported. But it seems
that some critics have
singled out the Catholic
Church for criticism on
this matter. Why is
that?

A. One instance of sexual
abuse by a member of the
Catholic clergy is too many.
As the Church, we should
hold ourselves and, in par-
ticular, our clergy to the
highest standards. As a
result of a series of articles
in the Boston Globe on the
sexual abuse of minors by
Catholic clergy, the Catholic
Church has undergone
intense scrutiny on this
issue. This led in 2002 to
the adoption by the Catholic
Bishops of the United States
of the “Charter for the Pro-
tection of Children and
Young People.” The charter
mandated policies and pro-
tocols regarding the
Church’s response to allega-
tions of sexual abuse of
minors by clergy, as well as
standards for safe environ-
ment programs aimed at
preventing future abuse. We
are grateful to victims and
the secular media who
called the Church to exer-
cise greater accountability
and transparency in this
area.

Q. How did the dio-
cese deal with 14 priests
on this list?

A. Of the 14 priests listed:
four priests died prior to the
abuse being reported; three
priests were laicized; three
priests were removed from
ministry, two of which were
mandated to a life of prayer
and penance by the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of
the Faith in Rome; one
priest died during the inves-
tigation; one priest left the
diocese for another; one
priest continued to minister
after the initial allegation
was not properly investigat-
ed and died before subse-
quent reports were made;
and one priest was removed
from parish ministry,
received five years of treat-
ment and was only allowed
to minister at the nursing
home where he resided.

Q. How does the dio-
cese ensure that priests
from other dioceses,
ministering here either
short or long-term, are
not a threat?

A. Every cleric from
another diocese seeking to
exercise ministry in the Dio-
cese of Salina has to present
from his bishop or provin-

cial, confirmation that he is
a priest or deacon in good
standing.

Q. Does the diocese
work with law enforce-
ment to investigate
reports of abuse?

A. All allegations of the
sexual abuse of a minor are
reported to the appropriate
law enforcement and child
protection agencies as
required by Kansas state
law and the Diocesan Safe
Environment Policy. More-
over, the diocese fully coop-
erates with law enforcement
in the process of ensuing
investigations.

Q. What should I do if
I know of a minor that
is being abused or if I've
been abused by a repre-
sentative of the Diocese
of Salina?

TO REPORT ABUSE

Any allegation of the
abuse of a minor, may
be reported to the
Kansas Protection
Report Center (1-800-
922-5330), the KBI
Crime Hotline (1-800-
KSCRIME) or
ClergyAbuse@kbi.ks.gov.
The Diocese of Salina
fully cooperates in all
criminal investigations
related to abuse
perpetrated by a
member of the clergy or
other Church official.

For the safety of
children and the healing
of those who have
suffered abuse, the
Diocese of Salina
provides the following
means of reporting
abuse:

+ Abuse Response
Hotline (785) 825-0865
* Abuse Response
Email
reportabuse@salinadio
cese.org
+ Abuse Response
Online Submission
Form
www.salinadiocese.org/s
afety-security

Reports will be
responded to promptly
by the Diocesan
Assistance Coordinator.
All reports are
confidential with the
exception of those
involving the abuse of
minors, which will be
immediately reported by
the diocese to the proper
authorities, as required
by Kansas State Law
and Diocesan Policy.
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Number of diocesan clergy files with substantiated allegations

Religious order also conducts audit
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years, with approximately
300 diocesan priests having
served in the Diocese of
Salina, 14 diocesan priests
were identified to have sub-
stantiated allegations of
abuse of a minor. A sub-
stantiated allegation is one
that has been corroborated
with witness statements,
documents, emails, photos,
texts, or by another source,
such as law enforcement.
None of the 14 priests are in
active ministry today. Of the
14 priests, 12 are deceased
and the remaining two are
laicized. At this time, the
Diocese of Salina is only
releasing the names of cler-
ics with substantiated alle-
gations of abuse of a minor.
Any cleric with an allegation
of abuse of a minor that is
unsubstantiated has been
excluded from the list. If

new information is provided
that leads to the substantia-
tion of a case, the Diocese of
Salina will update the list of
clergy abuse of minors
accordingly.

JUST AS THE SALINA Dio-
cese conducted an internal
audit, so did the Order of
Franciscan Minors Capuchin
Province of St. Conrad,
headquartered in Denver.
The Capuchins are a reli-
gious order who have had a
strong presence within the
Salina Diocese, particularly
in the Hays and Victoria
area. Father Christopher
Popravak, Provincial of the
Denver Province of
Capuchins, shared the
results of the Capuchin
internal audit with the Sali-
na Diocese. Of the approxi-
mate 300 Capuchins who
have served in the Salina
Diocese, 13 priests/brothers

were found to have credible
allegations of abuse of a
minor. The names of these
priests/brothers have been
included within this edition
of The Register, along with
additional information pro-
vided to the Diocese of Sali-
na by the Capuchins for
release.

“This is a difficult time
for the Church,” said Bishop
Vincke in a letter entitled
Why I Said Yes, released to
the public in September
2018, “This purification of
the Church by God is
painful, but much needed.
We need the eyes of faith as
we suffer through this.
‘Faith is not a light which
scatters all our darkness,
but a lamp which guides our
steps in the night and suf-
fices for the journey (Lumen
Fidei #57). Jesus is with us
as light in the midst of
darkness.”

Renew introduces small-group series to
deal with clergy abuse crisis

By Mark Pattison

Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Renew
International, which has
been offering small-group
parish renewal series since
the 1970s, has put together
a six-week series for parish-
ioners on dealing with the
current clergy sexual abuse
crisis.

Titled “Healing Our
Church,” it offers reflec-
tions, Scripture passages,
questions to participants to
ponder and statements from
abuse victims.

“We brought in a lot
more with the victims’ voic-
es,” said Jennifer Bober,
Renew’s manager of mar-
keting and communications,
who was in on all of the
development meetings for
the new series. “That was
something we felt was miss-
ing from the earlier
resource. Just the direct-
ness of the approach, the
forthrightness of the
approach in this, is differ-
ent. It’s a different time,
and people’s response is
very different.”

THE DIOCESE OF Allen-
town, Penn., will employ
“Healing Our Church” dur-
ing Lent in a big way, with
nearly 70 parishes — about
83 percent of all parishes in
the diocese — offering the
Renew series.

Allentown had used
Renew twice before, includ-
ing its 2003 series dealing
with clergy sex abuse,
“Healing the Body of
Christ.”

“We're trying to do the
best we can to meet the
needs of victims of abuse,
physical victims of abuse,”
said Bishop Alfred Schlert
of Allentown, but “the peo-
ple in the pew are hurting,
too.”

“Healing the Body of
Christ” drew 12,000 partici-
pants when Allentown
offered it 16 years ago, Bish-
op Schlert noted. “I don’t
know what we’ll get this
time. The success is not so
much in the concrete num-
ber but who came, who felt
comfortable to come, and
who felt healing in some
way,” measurements he
acknowledged tend to mani-
fest themselves in the long
term.

“ALL OF US ARE ACTIVE
in Church ministry in some
form or another,” Renew’s
Bober said, and when the
latest revelations broke last
summer regarding bishops’
roles in the crisis, a com-
mon reaction Renew
staffers got was, “How can
you stay Catholics?”

“We looked around us
and we said, ‘We need to do
something.” We know that
people are upset, we know
people are hurting,” Bober
added. “As news broke, we
were reading more victims’
stories and we were seeing
the power in them, and
knowing that, it really made
us understand the depth of
the hurt that is going on.
We wanted to empathize
with the victims and for
them to do that, we had to
include their stories.”

Intercessions

Day 1:
Day 2:
Day 3:

from harm.

Day 4:

May all families str

Day 5:

and young people.

Prayer for Healing

God of endless love,

ever caring, ever strong,

always present, always just:

You gave your only Son

to save us by the blood of his
Cross.

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of
peace,

join to your own suffering

the pain of all who have been
hurt

in body, mind, and spirit

by those who betrayed the
trust placed in them.

Novena

for Protection and Healing from Abuse

Every April, Catholic parishes and schools across the United States participate in National Child Abuse
Prevention Month. While dioceses work yearround to prevent abuse, during this month a special emphasis
is placed on the importance of learning how to protect the vulnerable from this evil.

Together, for the next nine days, let’s pray that the vulnerable are protected from abuse, and that survivors
of abuse may be accompanied on their paths to healing.

May all those who have

1 Sexual abuse is about the victim.
Many people are affected by abuse but
the individual most impacted is the
victim who has suffered a violation of
trust that can affect his or her entire life. 7

The residual effects of having been

for Protecting Children
and Offering Outreach to Victims/Survivors

and concerns are taken seriously, and
a victim/survivor’s suffering, pain, and
anger are acknowledged.

You cannot always predict who will
be an abuser.

Experience shows that most abuse is

May the most vulnerable be
protected from all types of
abuse and exploitation.

May those who have been
sexually abused receive
comfort and healing.

May those who work with
children and young people
be vigilant in protecting them

May those who provide
help for the abused act with
wisdom and compassion in
their healing ministries.

Day 6:

committed abuse acknowledge
the harm they have done,
repent, and accept justice that
ultimately comes from God.

May those who have been
abused receive the courage to
tell their story, and may they
be believed and supported.

May Church leaders, with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit,
promote justice and healing
for survivors of abuse.

Day 7.

Day 8:

May our Holy Father, Pope
Francis, fulfill his role as good
shepherd and protect the
most vulnerable in his flock.

Prayers
Qur Father, 3 Hail Marys, Glory Be, Prayer for Healing

Day 9:

ive to

provide safe and nurturing
environments for children

Hear our cries as we agonize
over the harm done to our brothers and sisters.
Breathe wisdom into our prayers,

soothe restless hearts with hope,

steady shaken spirits with faith:

Show us the way to justice and wholeness,
enlightened by truth and enfolded in your mercy.
Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts,

heal your people’s wounds

and transform our brokenness.

Grant us courage and wisdom, humility and grace,
so that we may act with justice

and find peace in you.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

abused can last a lifetime.

The sense of violation goes deep into a
person’s psyche and feelings of anger,
shame, hurt and betrayal can build long
after the abuse has taken place. Those
who have been abused can heal, but

if often takes time, therapy, and the
support of loved ones.

No one has the right to have
access to children.

No one, no matter who they are, has an
automatic right to be around children or
young people who are in the care of the
Church without proper screening and
without following the rules.

Common sense is not all that common.

Dioceses, schools, parishes, and
especially families, must educate
themselves and others on how to
protect children.

Child sexual abuse can be prevented.

It is critical to build safety barriers
around children and young people to
keep them from harm—such as protective
guardians, codes of conduct, background
evaluations, policies and procedures, and
safety training programs.

Feeling heard leads toward healing.

Relief from hurt and anger often comes
when one feels heard, when one’s pain

8

10

Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. Al rights reserved.

committed by someone who has gained
the trust of a victim/survivor and his/
her family.

There are behavioral warning signs
of child abusers.

Some abusers isolate a potential victim
by giving him or her undue attention or
lavish gifts, others allow young people
to participate in activities which their
parents or guardians would not approve,
such as watching pornography, drinking
alcohol, using drugs, and excessive
touching, such as wrestling and tickling.

People can be taught to identify
grooming behavior.

Grooming behaviors are the actions
which abusers take to project the
image that they are kind, generous,
caring people, while their intent is to
lure a minor into an inappropriate
relationship. Offenders can be patient
and may groom their victim, his or her
family, or community for years.

Background checks are important.

Background checks in churches, schools
and other organizations keep predators
away from children both because they
scare off some predators and because
they uncover past actions which

should ban an adult from working or
volunteering with children.
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Bishop continues to offer Masses of Healing throughout diocese
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dent investigation showed
that our clergy files were
not well organized. Myself
and members of my staff
have already taken steps to
remedy this situation. This
is one mistake. But, I would
like to share with you the
mistakes the Diocese of
Salina made with regard to
four separate priest cases.
There were times when
allegations against Msgr.
William Merchant were not
properly investigated. In
looking at Msgr. Mer-
chant’s file, I was disheart-
ened to discover that these
allegations were mishan-
dled. In 1968, the Salina
Diocese received two alle-
gations of abuse of a minor
against Msgr. Merchant. A
more thorough investiga-
tion of these allegations
should have been done. In
1999, another allegation of
abuse of a minor was made
against Msgr. Merchant. It
does not appear that a thor-
ough investigation into this
allegation was conducted
until 2002, when the
alleged victim reached out
again. In 2002, the Salina
Diocese properly investigat-
ed the allegation. Since
then, several individuals
have made allegations of

Victims share their story

This article was written by three individuals

abuse of a minor against
Msgr. Merchant. I believe
that the Salina Diocese has
taken the proper course of
action with the allegations
that occurred following
2002.

In 2002, an allegation of
abuse of a minor was made
against Father Roger
Hough. The Lay Review
Board and local law enforce-
ment investigated the alle-
gation. The Lay Review
Board recommended that
Father Hough be removed
from active ministry and
placed under restrictions.
This recommendation was
not acted on until 2005. In
2005, restrictions were
placed on Father Hough.
Additionally, the Lay Review
Board submitted a report to
the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith in
Rome to ensure the perma-
nency of the disciplinary
and restrictive measures
placed on Father Hough.

In 2001, there was an
allegation made against
Father John Walsh. At that
time, prior to concluding a
thorough investigation,
Father Walsh was allowed
to retire, apparently with-
out restrictions.

Father Robert Schleiter,
a priest of the Diocese of
Wichita who was serving in

the Salina Diocese, had
substantiated allegations
against him in the 1950s.
He was immediately asked
to leave the diocese, and he
did. However, in the 1990s,
an alleged victim contacted
the diocese to report abuse,
and the diocese did not
respond appropriately. The
same alleged victim con-
tacted the diocese again in
2003. At this point, the dio-
cese responded to his alle-
gation.

It is difficult to share
these failings with you. But,
I think it is necessary. The
Church needs to be open,
honest and transparent. The
Church has made mistakes.
The Diocese of Salina has
made mistakes. I am very
sorry for the mistakes that
we have made. It is my sin-
cere desire that we can learn
from our errors and never
let them happen again.

As a diocese, we have
already made progress
ensuring that we respond
appropriately and effective-
ly to any allegations of mis-
conduct that are made
against any clergy. Every
year, the United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops contracts an inde-
pendent group to audit
every single diocese in the
country to ensure that any

Seven Dolors Grade School and

allegations against a mem-
ber of the clergy have been
handled correctly. We have
consistently passed these
audits since 2004. Addi-
tionally, we ensure that
every Salina diocesan semi-
narian goes through a thor-
ough background check and
psychological evaluation
before entering into the
seminary. While in the
seminary, annual human
formation reports are sub-
mitted to my office for
review. Our diocese
requires any person who
works with minors to
undergo formal training
(please see FAQ’s, p. 4, for
more details). And lastly, in
order to serve outside of
their own diocese, all mem-
bers of the clergy must have
a letter of suitability from
their bishop stating that
they are “a priest in good-
standing.”

I ask for your continued
support and prayers for our
diocese. Personally, I am
praying for healing. I have
offered numerous Masses in
my chapel for the people
who are victims of clergy
abuse, and I have visited 29
parishes in our Diocese and
offered a Mass of Healing. I
will be visiting the remain-
ing 57 parishes throughout
the rest of 2019.

I am sincerely grateful
that the individuals who are
victims of abuse and their
families have spoken out.
Thank you for keeping the
Church accountable. Your
courage will bring about
the purification that we
need. If you are a victim of
abuse and have not report-
ed it, please do so (please
see FAQ’s, p. 4, for more
details).

I also want to thank the
priests who have served so
faithfully. Sometimes, our
fear and anger towards the
priests who have done great
evil makes us forget that
many of the Catholic priests
have lived lives of prayerful
sacrifice. I would also like to
thank Cottonwood Law, the
Lay Review Board and the
diocesan staff who all assist-
ed in creating this special
report. The time and sacri-
fice of these individuals has
been tremendous. Lastly,
thank you to the parish-
ioners of the Salina Diocese
for your faith and under-
standing. I pray that, by our
example, the Church is
brought to greater healing
and purification.

In Christ’s service,

rjmﬁl/.u

Bishop Gerald L. Vincke

BISHOP’S
CALENDAR

10

11

13
24

26
27

28

30

April 2019

Listening Session, 7 p.m., St.
Nicholas of Myra, Hays

Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. John the
Baptist, Clyde

Jesus Caritas; Kansas City

Confirmation, 6 p.m., Sacred Heart,
Plainville

Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Sacred
Heart, Atwood

Mass of Healing, 5 p.m. (MT), Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Goodland

Mass of Healing, 12:10 p.m., St.
Joseph, Bird City

Mass of Healing, 6 p.m. St. Francis
of Assisi, St. Francis

Mass of Healing, 7 a.m. (MT), Holy
Ghost, Sharon Springs

Confirmation, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart
Cathedral, Salina

Chrism Mass, 11:30 a.m. Sacred
Heart Cathedral, Salina

Junction City Auction, 5 p.m.

Confirmation, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart,
Colby

TMP-M Pre-Auction, 5 p.m., Hays

Confirmation, 10 a.m., St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton, Salina

St. Joseph Orphanage Dedication, 2
p.m., Abilene

Sacred Heart Jr./Sr. High School
Auction, 5 p.m., Salina

Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. John
the Evangelist, Herington

Confirmation, 5 p.m., Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Concordia

Development Advisory Board, 4 p.m.

Salina

who were abused by a Salina diocesan
priest.

THE MERCHANT
OF MANHATTAN

Storytelling is an ancient and
universal activity of all human
societies. Every culture has its
own stories which are shared as
a means of entertainment, edu-
cation, cultural preservation
and instilling moral values.
Sometimes, we erroneously
think of certain stories as being
fictional, with an element of
exaggeration and maybe even a
bit of fantasy. However, the sto-
ry we are about to tell you is
true, the characters are real and
the events in the story did take
place.

Of course, every compelling
story has a setting, characters,
a plot, conflict or a point of

Evil

By Seminarian Luke Friess
Special to The Register

As a seminarian studying to
become a Catholic priest, I have
wrestled with many questions
concerning the sexual abuse cri-
sis: “How did this happen? How
could it have been prevented?”
And “What can be done now to
ensure a crisis like this does not
occur again?” Each new list of
accused priests deepens the
wound in the Church as these
lists acknowledge that many
lives have been damaged due to
these crimes and that the whole

greatest tension and resolu-
tion. Allow us to tell you our
story.

SETTING:

The story primarily takes
place in Manhattan during the
1950s and 1960s. Seven Dolors
Grade School and Msgr. Luck-
ey High School figure promi-
nently in the story.

CHARACTERS:

The central figure is Msgr.
William H. Merchant, a
Catholic parish priest associat-
ed with Seven Dolors Church
and Superintendent of Seven
Dolors Grade School and Msgr.
Luckey High School from
March 14, 1954 to 1968.

The three other main char-
acters are your storytellers.
Each of us were raised in a
Catholic home by loving par-
ents, were altar boys, attended

will not prevail

Church must deal with the con-
sequences. However, in the
midst of this bleak time for the
Church, a ray of hope remains
in the darkness: Jesus Christ.
One way that Christ has
shined forth as a ray of hope is
in my desire to answer ques-
tions about the crisis. One
monk in the seminary remind-
ed me that in the search to
find answers it is important to
remember that evil is the ulti-
mate source of this crisis. The
devil is seeking to destroy the
Church by damaging the lives
of victims, the souls of priests,

graduated from Msgr. Luckey
High School. We were well
acquainted with Monsignor
Merchant.

Your own Bishop Vincke
makes a late, but important,
entrance into the story.

PLoT:

The plot is relatively simple:
Msgr. Merchant was a
pedophile and sexual predator
who ruthlessly exploited grade
school and high school children
over an extended period of
time. In our collective opinion,
Msgr. Merchant’s avocation was
masquerading as a Catholic
priest while pursuing his true
vocation as an aggressive sexual
predator. His position as the
Superintendent of Schools

Please see VICTIMS / Page 10

and the faith of the people of
God. At times it may seem as
though the devil is doing a
pretty good job. But in the
midst of all of this it is impor-
tant to remember the words of
Jesus Christ: “You are Peter,
and upon this rock I will build
my Church, and the gates of
the netherworld shall not pre-
vail against it.” Despite the
failure of some priests to live
the Gospel message, the vast,
vast majority of priests are
valiantly cooperating with the

Please see SEMINARIAN / Page 8

197 u.s. dioceses/

eparchies have a victim
assistance coordinator to
obtain assistance and provide
support for those abused.

We train

everyone to
prevent and

PROMISE peqge

toHEAL

2,531 ,872 adults trained
4,1 1 7,869 children
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Called to serve during fiery times

By Father Joshua Werth
Special to The Register

COULDN’T BELIEVE WHAT I

was seeing, during the long

Lent of 2002, as news story

after news story was shown on
TV about the abuse of trust and abuse
of power and the sexual abuse of
minors by Catholic priests. I was a
college student at that time, and I had
grown up in the Church all my life.
This wasn’t the Church I knew or the
priesthood I had witnessed by many
faithful priests all those years.

I remember those days, praying
through those news broadcasts to God
through tearful eyes and clenched
teeth that God needed to call now,
more than ever, new men to become
Catholic priests. Men that now would
gain no esteem from others, no honor
from the world. Only suspicion and
ridicule from their peers, and Lord if
no one else will answer that call, then
call me.

Oh, how right I was. When I decid-
ed to enter the seminary, former girl-
friends said I must be homosexual,
friends told me that there are other
ways to serve God, strangers said I
must be a molester. The truth was
that I knew words would not heal the
wounds the Judas priests had creat-
ed, but instead the Church needed
men capable of running into a burn-
ing building to help others. I had
believed for a while that Jesus had
plucked me like a brand from the
fire, and now he was asking me to go

back into the blaze.

Joining the seminary in 2004
meant background checks, psychologi-
cal exams and being asked my sexual
orientation at my seminary entrance
interview. I met hundreds of seminar-
ians that had heard the same call in
the midst of the flames. I met dozens
of priests committed to teaching men
to become wounded healers, and that
the wounds of others would be our life
long work.

ONLY ONCE, WHEN I WAS A 27-
year-old seminarian, did a priest in
another diocese break the boundaries
and make a pass at me. I reported him
to the seminary and got a call from
Bishop Paul Coakley saying that he
believed me and the offending priest’s
bishop also believed me. I saw that
priest a year later as a 28-year-old
priest, and he told me I had it all
wrong; that I had ruined his priest-
hood, that many unjust things had
happened to him because of what I
reported.

For a day and a half, I was torn up
with doubt if I had really destroyed
his priesthood. I talked to my pastor
at the time, and he said that he knew
the offending priest and he had been
in and out of the priesthood many
times already. What a relief! Someone
knew the offending priest’s name. I
wasn’t carrying this secret all by
myself, but someone knew and
believed me. That’s why it’s so impor-
tant these names be published.

Those in a 12-step program have a

saying, “We are only as sick as our
secrets.” These names have been a
secret for too long! The victims have
been carrying shame and guilt that
they don’t deserve to carry because
they didn’t create it. The cross that
they have been carrying is now being
put on the shoulders of those that
should bear it. We also are now carry-
ing that cross with them so that they
are no longer alone.

The Catholic Church has a long his-
tory, and often times the Church is
judged based on the actions of those
in it that do not follow Christ’s teach-
ings. This is another one of those
times. The Catholic Church has been
declared dead and buried many times
in its history. The problem is that
when God sees something that he
loves dead and buried, he doesn’t
leave it there. Instead, he brings about
its resurrection. In many ways, that
resurrection has been happening since
2002. The priest I reported has left
the priesthood.

Background checks and trainings
are in place for all Church employees
who work with children. Any employ-
ee that has a new allegation against
them is turned over to law enforce-
ment. We are going through another
long Lent, and I would rather be going
through the pain of setting this bro-
ken bone straight than any other time
in Church history.

Father Joshua Werth was ordained as a priest for the
Salina Diocese on June 6, 2009. He is the pastor at St.
Bernard Parish in Ellsworth and St. Ignatius Loyola

Parish in Kanopolis. He is also the chaplain at the
Ellsworth Correctional Facility.

Abuse of loved one leaves myriad of ripples

Special to The Register

I will never forget the day that I
learned that my cousins had been sex-
ually abused by a close family mem-
ber. I remember where I was, who I
was with, but most of all I remember
how I felt. I felt my heart instanta-
neously break. These were children
who had been taken advantage of by
an adult. These were children who
didn’t understand why this happened
to them. As much as I was angry at
the man who had done this horrible
act to these innocent children, I was
more worried about how to help my
cousins and their parents. Their lives
were turned upside down with inter-
views, investigations and fear which
controlled their lives for many
months. Just because these children

were no longer being abused does not
mean that their lives went back to
normal. They needed help from pro-
fessionals to begin a journey of heal-
ing.

SO OFTEN, WHEN PEOPLE TALK
about the abuse scandals within the
Catholic Church, they tend to forget
about the victims and focus on the
one committing the crime. Answering
these heinous crimes with hate and
venom does not serve the victims or
promote healing. We, as children of
God, need to love and care for mem-
bers of the flock who have been hurt.
Victims of abuse suffer more than is
ever imaginable to those who have
not. Healing is not just going to
church and praying, which is incredi-
bly important for both the victim and

their family. Healing also means seek-
ing professional help from counselors
and support groups as well as finding
support and love from family, friends
and community members. When a
person is wounded, the entire Body of
Christ is wounded too. Therefore, vic-
tims need to seek healing, not only for
their own sakes, but for the sake of
the entire Body of Christ, the Church.
Let us not forget that this world we
live in is not perfect and evil is real,
but do not lose hope, for that is where
the devil finds his way in. The only
way we — children of God, victims,
family, friends and loved ones — can
find solace is by having faith, possess-
ing hope and loving unconditionally.

This article was written by a young lay woman from
the Salina Diocese.

When will it end? Addressing abuse is essential for Church

By Father Don Zimmerman
Special to The Register

“When will it end?”

This is the question that has been
asked by a number of parishioners
with the latest report of clergy who
have abused the good nature of anoth-
er by sexual exploitation. It is with
hope that not only the abuse will end,
but also that the need to report is nev-
er again necessary.

Having been a priest for almost 46
years and a pastor for almost as long,
anyone who is involved in people’s
lives know how devastating it is when
one has been abused. Abuse truly has
a life long effect. Many of the times, a
series of counseling sessions can cer-
tainly assist one in being reconciled
with oneself, that is, coming to a
point in realizing that you are still a

worthwhile human being, known by
God, never forgotten, even though
there was someone close that you
trusted, and they abused your confi-
dence. The sin is not on you, it is on
the abuser; however it hardly feels
like that.

Since I have been at St. Andrew in
Abilene, I have felt the need to
address this question to the congrega-
tion on two separate occasions. I won-
der myself, “When will it end?” While
the issue has been difficult to address,
as well as to admit that one of my
brother priests have harmed another
in such a way, it is yet a significant
part of the healing process. As a pas-
tor and priest, it is realized this issue
exists in many, many different congre-
gations, in the family and in the work
place.

I appreciate our bishops and the
Holy Father addressing this issue.
While the Catholic Church is a high
profile entity that makes headlines, it
is my hope the Catholic Church and
its leaders step out in front of this
issue and be the driving force for
healing, not only within the Church,
but perhaps for our country as well.
When the woman was caught in adul-
tery, Jesus invited the one without
sin to cast the first stone. They all
walked away, with only the woman
and Jesus left from the crowd. Per-
haps each of us may realize that no
one is without sin and we have the
need to seek forgiveness and recon-
ciliation. We can only pray for this
grace to touch all.

Father Don Zimmerman was ordained as a priest for

the Salina Diocese on June 2, 1973. He is the parochial
administrator at St. Andrew Parish in Abilene.
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The letter by Father Christopher Popravak, O.F.M.Cap., the Capuchin Franciscans’
Credible Allegations and Frequently Asked Questions are published at the request of
the Capuchin Province of St. Conrad. The information was prepared according to

their own policies and criteria. The views and opinions expressed are solely those of
the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or opinion of the Diocese

of Salina.

Capuchin Province of St. Conrad publishes names of
friars accused of abusing minors and vulnerable adults

DEAR BROTHERS AND
SISTERS IN CHRIST,

Many are shedding tears
these days, including
myself, because of the great
harm caused to minors and
vulnerable adults by priests,
deacons and religious
brothers. On behalf of the
Capuchin Franciscans I
must beg your forgiveness
for the trust betrayed by our
abusive friars.

The knowledge has
caused me personal grief. I
am good friends with one of
the victims, a student of
mine who I taught at TMP-
Marian. It took the individ-
ual many years to come for-
ward and let me know what
had happened. Sometimes
victims are filled with
shame and guilt. These feel-
ings, though, should not be
theirs. The shame and guilt
rightly belongs with the fri-
ars, especially those who
caused the harm.

From an early age I
became aware of the disas-
trous effects of sexual
abuse. When I was in the
minor seminary back east, a
classmate came to me and
shared the horrible truth
that he was being abused.
The offender was not a
priest or friar. The offender
was the groundskeeper. I
encouraged the young semi-
narian to report the abuse.
He did.

The groundskeeper was
fired. I don’t know whether
the abuse was ever reported
to authorities. The young
man was asked to leave the

Father
Christopher
Popravak

O.F.M.Cap
Provincial Minister

seminary. I never saw him
again. It grieved me then, it
grieves me now.

Years later, when the
Boston Globe made their
revelations, I read that
abuse victims can become
victimizers themselves.
Hurriedly I searched the
internet and learned to my
horror, that the former
seminarian had become a
priest and had, in fact, com-
mitted abuse himself. He
was imprisoned for that.

So many people have been
harmed. There is so much
grief: the grief of victims, the
grief of families of victims
and families of abusers, the
grief of scandalized parish-
ioners, and even the grief of
priests and friars who are
faithful, dedicated servants
but who are reeling with the
constant disclosures about
So many perpetrators. We
cannot allow this to ever
happen again.

I don’t believe that we fri-
ars will ever fully compre-
hend the great harm done
to the victims of sexual
abuse. I understand that
there are people very disap-
pointed with the Church for
not taking concrete steps to
address these terrible
crimes. Apologies are not
enough. In fact, after a
point, apologies sound

meaningless, unless accom-
panied by protective mea-
sures. Worse still, apologies
may have the effect of open-
ing deep wounds of the sur-
vivors.

I hope that people refer
to our webpage
(www.capuchins.org) to
see what positive actions we
have taken to prevent this
kind of sexual abuse from
ever happening again. Many
of the steps we are taking
are mirrored across this
country.

As believing Christians
and as ministers of the
Gospel of Christ, more is
expected of us. We must not
only be above reproach, we
must be instruments of heal-
ing in our Church and in our
world. Franciscans especially
are called to be channels of
God’s mercy, compassion
and forgiveness.

We want to reach out to

Seminarian: Faithful priests bring hope

From page 6

Holy Spirit to bring healing
to the world and souls to
Christ. These men who
have remained faithful to
their calling are a great
source of hope for me as a
seminarian and encourage
me to persevere in follow-
ing God’s will.

Another way in which
the sexual abuse crisis has
impacted me is in the way
it has shaken my confi-
dence. I find it unlikely
that hardly any of the
priests who sexually
abused victims entered the
priesthood believing they
would commit such acts.
This leads me to ask, “As a
priest, will I be able to
avoid doing evil that brings
scandal to the Church?”

Once again the answer to
these fears of failure is the
hope found in Jesus Christ.
Only through his grace can I
find the ability to faithfully
serve as a priest. The foun-
dation of my prayer this
year has been one of surren-
der which I learned from
Bishop Jerry Vincke: “Holy
Spirit, I give you permission
to do whatever you want
with me.” Through my sur-
render to him, God has
transformed these worries
into a deeper reliance on
him.

Finally, hope shines
forth because in my experi-
ence, seminaries today take
this crisis very seriously
and are attempting to
address it in the formation
of their men. Seminary for-
mation consists of a very

holistic regimen in which a
man’s human, spiritual,
pastoral and academic
qualities are all developed.
We realize today how
important it is for a man to
completely develop in
order to live a healthy, holy
life. Men in the seminary
are closely evaluated to dis-
cern if they have developed
the appropriate skills to
lead others to Christ. The
work being done in the
seminary today helps me to
hope that one of my fellow
seminarians was correct
when he said, “We will be
the generation that brings
healing.” Please pray that
God gives us the grace to
do just that.

Luke Friess is a seminarian for the Sali-

na Diocese. He is currently at St. Mein-
rad Seminary and School of Theology.

any who may have experi-
enced abusive treatment at
the hands of our brother
Capuchins. Please come for-
ward and report the abuse if
you haven’t already. We
want to work towards repa-
ration of the harm done. We
want to help restore faith in
the Catholic Church and in
the witness of those who
follow the Gospel in the
footsteps of St. Francis of
Assisi.

I myself have tried to
accompany victims in their
healing process, as have
other provincial ministers.
We have not always done
this well. Some victims were
disappointed, even angered
by our ineptitude. We need
to do better.

We Capuchins also have a
history of working to pro-
mote the conversion of
abusers. Not everyone
knows that the attacker of

11 year old Maria Goretti,
Alessandro Serenelli, lived
out his final days in a
Capuchin friary. In his
crazed passion, the young
Alessandro repeatedly
stabbed Maria. Maria died
the following day, her last
words, “I forgive Alessandro
Serenelli.” Serenelli was
imprisoned for that heinous
crime. Capuchins helped
him live a life of penance
and conversion after his
release. He lived to see
Maria become a saint. In a
public act of reconciliation,
Maria Goretti’s mother for-
gave Alessandro and togeth-
er they were present for her
canonization.

St. Maria Goretti is often
seen as the patron not only
of those who were abused,
but also of those guilty of
abuse.

Please see LET / Page 11

LISTENING SESSION

BISHOP JERRY VINCKE AND PROVINCIAL
MINISTER FATHER CHRISTOPHER
PoPrRAVAK, O.F.M.CAP., WILL HOST A
LISTENING SESSION REGARDING CLERGY
ABUSE.

THE LISTENING SESSION WILL BE AT 7
P.M. TUESDAY, APRIL 2 AT ST.
NICHOLAS OF MYRA CHURCH IN HAYS.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND.
QUESTIONS MAY BE SUBMITTED
ANONYMOUSLY IN ADVANCE (EMAIL
ADDRESS IS BELOW), OR AT THE
LISTENING SESSION.

PLEDGETOHEAL@SALINADIOCESE.ORG
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Special to The Register

How does one handle the
news of learning that your
brother, a priest, had sexu-
ally abused young men dur-
ing his years as a priest?
Before I expose my
thoughts, I ask that you
please allow me to give you
a bit of context of who I am,
a little about my family and
what loving someone unre-
servedly means to me. This
is raw truth. It is me trying
to understand and practice
the mercy of God. Christ
calls each of us to forgive
and to love totally. I am
mindful that God has a
place in heaven for every-
one. This is my personal
journey to building my
home in heaven where
hopefully one day God will
unite all of us, even the
greatest sinner among us.

I grew up in a very loving
home. In our home we
prayed the rosary as a fami-
ly, went to weekday Mass,
helped in the Church when
the good sisters and priests
asked, some of us sang in
the choir, my brothers
served Mass and I went to
Catholic high school. Best of
all, we were blessed with a
priest in our family. As sib-
lings often do, we had our
occasional fight; however, it
was up to us to make our
own entertainment. I have a
lifetime of laughable memo-
ries. When we get together
it is always fun. We have a
unique bond and our love
runs deep.

My parents were incredi-
bly loving, supportive and
kind. The strong love and
faith that mom and dad had
cannot be measured or
explained. It was their bread
and butter which nourished
and carried them through
life. I am blessed to have
been a recipient of such
wonderful love and faith.
This is instilled in me and
carries me daily. This faith is
my compass and guide. It is
what shields me in the
roughest most troubling
moments that life can throw
your way. It is really the cor-
nerstone of who I am.

Growing up with a broth-
er as a priest provided ben-
efits. There were moments
of being introduced to
someone special, invited to
an event and one could also
say it opened opportunistic
doors. Of course, having a
priest in the family also
meant you were likely to
meet other priests, sisters
and the occasional Cardinal,
Archbishop and Bishop of a
diocese. I do recall the
times a local priest or sister
would drop into our home
unannounced and my mom
being her loving, kind and
generous soul would invite
them to eat with us. Dad
would seat them close to
him. Having a priest or sis-
ter at the table meant our
best behavior was expected,
or that which I thought was
good in my mind. You have

My brother: A priest and a sexual abuser

to understand that by hav-
ing a priest or sister come
to your home was unique
and a gift.

As a kid, T would bank
these visits and use them as
my own protective life
insurance! My brother may
have been a pious priest in
my eyes, but me, well, I
liked to have fun. When
trouble came knocking —
and almost always in school
— it is then I would pull out
the little held life insurance
policy and say, “Oh
Father/Sister I am so sorry,
I promise to not do that
again.” I knew that I would
be forgiven, and this would
just make me laugh inside. I
willingly admit that I am
thankful to this very day to
have had my brother in my
back pocket, even though he
wasn’t in earshot of my mis-
chievous behavior. Another
benefit to having a brother
as a priest is having him
available to say Mass in the
home. When I moved away
from home, and when we
gathered as a family, my
brother would always have a
Mass in the home. It was
especially great on a week-
end for Sunday Mass. The
homily was shortened at our
request!

I shall now fast forward
the clock. In 2002, the
Spotlight team from The
Boston Globe wrote a
lengthy expose on the clergy
sexual abuse in Boston. At
the time, I was married, had
a son and I was really
enjoying life. Having a
brother as a priest, this sto-
ry of course, made me pause
and think. As a mother of a
young boy, my husband and
I were very involved in his
school. As a part of the vol-
unteer program, we had to
provide credentials, be fin-
gerprinted and we had to
succumb to a background
check. This was all for the
safety of the children that
were in our care.

My husband and I grew to
understand the importance
of the sexual priest miscon-
duct and pedophile behavior
that was a concern since we
lived in a city. This was
important to us to protect
our own son and explain to
him that nobody was to
touch his body inappropri-
ately. And we spoke about
this as naturally as if we
were speaking about the rain
falling outside. Sadly, it was
a part of our lives. Mind you,
it wasn’t an everyday conver-
sation, but one which we dis-
cussed throughout our son’s
growing years.

Unfortunately, this brings
me to a very real moment in
my life. One summer, both
my brother and I were visit-
ing home at the same time.
It was during that visit
when I noticed something
about my brother. He
looked at my son in a very
different way. This one
glance gave me an uneasy,
nervous feeling in my stom-
ach. I cannot explain this

feeling (call it a mother’s
intuition), but I knew from
that moment forward that I
didn’t want to leave my son
alone with my brother. 1
will honestly tell you that I
did not act upon that feeling
at that time, but it stuck
with me.

As time passed, I started
growing suspicious of my
brother. My love never
wavered, and our relation-
ship did not change. As a
family, we still attended
those home Masses with
great joy. My son loved hav-
ing a priest in the family,
because he, too, learned the
perks quickly (free help in
religion class!). I loved hav-
ing my brother in my corner
and trusted that he was
praying for us and saying his
private Masses for us. Our
relationship as siblings car-
ried on as normal, with
weekly conversations. Dur-
ing that time, I never ques-
tioned his indifferent behav-
ior, which was becoming
increasingly noticeable to
me.

As time passed, there
were other incidents that I
noticed, which I cannot
speak of freely. It was in
2015, after seeing the
movie, Spotlight, it struck
me that it was plausible that
my brother might be some-
one who sexually abused
another individual. Too
many things were adding
up. I did not for a minute
want to believe that this
could even be remotely pos-
sible. I even questioned my
questions. My thoughts and
questions were mine. I took
ownership of what I thought
to be true and I never
uttered a word to anyone
within my family. It stayed
between my husband and I.

Unfortunately, that
unimaginable day arrived.
The thought of my brother
being someone who could
sexually abuse an individual
would not leave my mind. I
had to have an answer. It
was a hot summer day, and
I made arrangements to
meet with the person who I
felt 100 percent certain
could give me the answer I
was seeking.

I met the person at an
outdoor shopping center. I
felt that being out and in
the open would somehow
ease things. I invited and
asked the person if they
wanted to sit on the bench
for a rest. My stomach was
hurting, I was anxious, but I
had to ask. Without any
mincing of words I looked
at the person and said,
“May I ask you a question?
Is my brother responsible
for sexually abusing individ-
uals during his time as a
priest?” Without hesitation,
the person looked at me
with sorrow in their eyes
and simply uttered, “Yes.”
That moment hit hard. I can
still see it today. It is some-
thing one does not forget. It
was the hard truth. It is a
moment you do not want to

believe. I had this huge
pride in my brother, and I
loved being able to tell
everyone that I had this
wonderful brother, the
priest. And, yes, at times he
sat on a pedestal. My joy
turned to sorrow, anger and
frustration. I felt so
deceived. My heart sunk,
my gut was in a mixture of
knots and weaves and I
wanted to cry.

I took some time to
digest what I finally knew to
be true. I asked myself,
“How do I continue to love
my brother?” Sexually abus-
ing anyone is wrong and
what he did was criminal —
plain and simple. He does
not get a pass because he is
a priest. What about the
individuals that were
abused? What must they be
going through? I certainly
cannot even begin to fath-
om their story, nor the
shame and sorrow they felt.

It crushed me to think
that this secret had been
hidden. It marks an indeli-
ble sorrow on my heart. I
think about the deception. I
am an individual who does
not condone, nor accept this
behavior. I grapple each day
trying to understand why
the person responsible can-
not admit to this terrible,
terrible sin. I was taught as
a Catholic at a very young
age to say “I am sorry” and
to ask for forgiveness and
admit my wrongfulness.
Aren’t we all from the same
Catholic Church? How does
one get past this failure?

I have been angry and
frustrated at times at my
Church and have wanted to
run in the opposite direc-
tion. There is not a day that
goes by that I do not think
about what my brother has
done. How can I carry on? I
think about the numerous
homilies where we were the
audience and he spoke of
Christ’s love and forgiveness.
I think of my parents, who
are both deceased. When my
brother was ordained as a
priest, my parents were
overjoyed. What are they
thinking now? Does one get
angry in heaven?

We know from scripture
that Jesus got angry. How
do I channel this disap-
pointment and anger? What
would I chose to do? As
often as I thought of run-
ning from the Church, I
knew this was not an
option. I loved my Church,
my parish and the people
within. This was my home,
and prayer was all I had;
this was taught to me at a
very young age. If prayer
could carry my parents, it
definitely could do the same
for me. And so, with great
hope, I continue to pray.

My love for my brother
runs deep. I do not under-
stand what he did, and I
will mention again that I do
not condone this act. I hate
the sin of sexual abuse, but
I cannot hate him. That is
the truth.

My Catholic faith teaches
that we are all called to for-
give those who have sinned
against us. As a Catholic, we
all know that this is hard.
My mom used to say, “The
hardest part to forgiveness,
is remembering and still
forgiving.”

Lent is upon us. I decided
that during these 40 days I
would just let God guide me.
You see, I need God in my
life to help me find peace. I
need to find that place where
loving my brother is com-
plete and whole, where ques-
tions no longer linger in my
mind. Our conversations are
no longer as frequent as they
once were. I need my space
to heal. I tell him that I love
him. He doesn’t respond
back with the same affec-
tionate tone as he once did. I
find that ironic. We sat and
listened to many homilies
about love and forgiveness,
and now I feel that he is not
practicing his own words.
Truthfully, that kind of
makes me laugh. I did learn
things from his homilies. I
have told him that I hold
him accountable for teaching
me how to love and forgive.
He doesn’t say much when I
use his words, but I value
what I was taught.

Loving someone is hard,
especially when they have
hurt and failed you. The
priestly sexual abuse that
has happened within our
world is unacceptable. To
the victims, I express my
deepest sorrow. I am sorry
for what has happened.

It is my belief that we
need to be honest and open
about the wrongfulness. This
will only make us a stronger
and better Church. My
brother spoke in his homilies
that we only have one life on
this earth. We have to make
things right here. It is then
that extraordinary things
will happen. I hope I can
make a difference by sharing
my story with you. The take
away is to love uncondition-
ally and without judgment,
for one day we will all be
judged. Again, something I
learned in the many homi-
lies. Thank you, my dear
brother.

Let us pray together.

“Lord, heal those who
have been sexually abused.
Help them to find consola-
tion in times of distress and
sadness. Strengthen their
heart with joy and hope. For
abusers, help them to seek
truthfulness and be honest
with themselves. Build up
the many hurt lives. Wipe
away any burden so that
they can once again be care-
free. Enlighten our final
journey home where we will
exult with you in the heaven-
ly kingdom. Let the trumpets
blare with glory and the
angels welcome us with open
arms. Sorrow will be with us
no more. Amen.”

This article was written by a woman
whose brother was a priest that abused

minors while he was serving in the Sali-
na Diocese several decades ago.
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SPECIAL REPORT:

CLERGY ABUSE

Child sex abuse called ‘a serious and pervasive’ issue in U.S. society

By Julie Asher

Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Child
sexual abuse in the United
States is at epidemic levels.

More than 60,000 chil-
dren are reported to have
been abused every year,
outnumbering those killed
by guns or cars. Those who
survive are often left not
only with physical wounds,
but also with psychological
wounds that may never
heal. These wounds exact
both a profound personal
and social cost.

Much attention has been
focused on the issue of child
sexual abuse and the
Catholic Church, and rightly
so. Allegations of abuse by
clergy and church workers
as well as cover-ups and
bureaucratic mishandling
by bishops, dioceses and
religious orders have caused
terrible pain for survivors of
such abuse and their fami-
lies. It also has resulted in
disillusionment on the part
of ordinary Catholics. The
cost of this abuse and its
aftermath totals more than
$4 billion so far, according
to the U.S. bishops’ Secre-
tariat for Child and Youth
Protection.

WHILE THE CATHOLIC
Church continues to strug-
gle with this legacy, it has
instituted a wide variety of
steps to improve oversight,
identify abusers and protect
children.

One under-reported fact
from the recent, highly pub-
licized Pennsylvania grand
jury report is that for all of
the many horrors it identi-
fied, the good news was that
it appeared to document the

decline in current cases.

As Jesuit Father Tom
Reese told America maga-
zine in its Dec. 24 issue,
every one of the accused
priests in the report was
either deceased or had been
removed from ministry,
“and only two had been
accused of abusing a child
in the last 20 years.”

During these same 20
years, however, an estimated
1.2 million children in this
country were abused nation-
wide in schools, organiza-
tions, churches and families.

UNDERSTANDING THE
plague of sexual abuse in
this country means going
beyond the immediate
headlines and understand-
ing what experts are saying
about this scourge. It also
means looking not only at
the Catholic Church, but at
all institutions and societal
structures where abuse can
take place.

So far, no grand jury,
congressional committee or
law enforcement organiza-
tion has undertaken a broad
societal investigation of
what is happening to chil-
dren in public schools as
well as private, in sports
and other youth-oriented
programs and organiza-
tions, in pediatric facilities
and perhaps most common,
in families. (In Australia, a
Royal Commission investi-
gation of child abuse in
nongovernmental organiza-
tions took five years.)

“Sexual victimization of
children is a serious and
pervasive issue in society. It
is present in families, and it
is not uncommon in institu-
tions where adults form
mentoring and nurturing

About one in 10 children will be sex-

ually abused before their 18th birthday.

About 90 percent of children who are victims
of sexual abuse know their abuser.

Darkness to Light
www.dz2l.org

relationships with adoles-
cents, including schools and
religious, sports and social
organizations,” said the
John Jay report issued in
May 2011 on “The Causes
and Context of Sexual
Abuse of Minors by Catholic
Priests in the United States,
1950-2010.”

“If you want to talk about
sexual abuse of minors,
you're talking about fami-
lies, foster care programs,
public schools,” New York
Cardinal Timothy Dolan
said in a recent Sirius XM
interview. “You're talking
about organizations, every
religion, you're talking
about public schools, it is a
societal, cultural problem.
There is no occupation that
is freed from it.”

The U.S. Catholic Church
“is no greater (an) offender
than anybody else. In fact,
some of the statistics would
say that priestly abuse
among minors is less than
other professions,” the car-
dinal said.

He made the remarks in
late January after the New
York Legislature passed a
measure to ease the statue
of limitations on civil abuse
cases. The state’s Catholic
bishops agreed to support
the bill after it was broad-
ened to include not just the
Catholic Church but public
institutions.

Over the years, highly

touted organizations such
as the Boy Scouts, U.S.A.
Gymnastics and Penn State
have had abuse scandals.
Often such organizations
are accused of behavior simi-
lar to what the Catholic
Church has been accused of:
denials, cover-ups, reloca-
tion of predators and unwill-
ingness to tell authorities.

2018 BEGAN WITH THE
sentencing of Larry Nassar,
the former U.S.A. Gymnas-
tics and Michigan State
University sports doctor
who was world famous
because he treated the top
U.S. Olympic women gym-
nasts. He was convicted and
sentenced to 40 to 175 years
in prison after pleading
guilty to seven counts of
criminal sexual conduct.
More than 150 women and
girls testified during the
court proceedings that he
sexually abused them over
the past two decades.

As 2019 began, yet more
news broke about sexual
abuse. This time the alleged
abuser is one of the biggest
names in music and has
been for over 20 years: R.
Kelly.

WHILE DOCTORS, TEACH-
ERS, clergy and other
authority figures can be
abusers, they also “can be
neighbors, friends and fami-
ly members,” according to

Darkness to Light
(www.d2l.org), a South Car-
olina-based nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to child
abuse prevention. “Signifi-
cantly, abusers can be and
often are other children.”

About 90 percent of chil-
dren who are victims of sex-
ual abuse know their
abuser, and only 10 percent
are abused by a stranger,
Darkness to Light says.
About 60 percent of those
victims are sexually abused
by people the family trusts;
approximately 30 percent of
them are sexually abused by
family members.

The younger the victim,
the more likely it is that the
abuser is a family member.
Of those molesting a child
under 6, 50 percent were
family members. Family
members also accounted for
23 percent of those abusing
children ages 12 to 17.

About one in 10 children
will be sexually abused
before their 18th birthday,
according to Darkness to
Light. “About one in seven
girls and one in 25 boys will
be sexually abused before
they turn 18.”

Because of underreport-
ing and a lack of systematic,
nationwide data collection,
estimates of sexual abuse
can vary.

“Child sexual abuse is far
more prevalent than most
people realize,” according to
Darkness to Light. “Child
sexual abuse is likely the
most prevalent health prob-
lem children face with the
most serious array of conse-
quences.”

Understanding the scope
and scale of child sexual
abuse in this country is only
the start.

Victims desire truth of abuse to prevail

From page 6

offered him a replenishable
supply of victims to satisfy
his perversity.

CONFLICT:

There is no single point
of greatest tension or con-
flict in this story; rather,
there were numerous points
of tension and conflict. We
will spare you the sordid
details of Msgr. Merchant’s
criminal behavior other
than to tell you he molested
and sexually assaulted male
children. This is an incon-
trovertible fact. We spent
our formative years in a tox-
ic environment created by
Msgr. Merchant. This was a
man charged with nurturing
the moral values of chil-
dren, but instead, he
engaged in despicable, self-
indulgent sexual gratifica-
tion with a sense of entitle-
ment and total impunity.

Is this story an isolated
occurrence? The record is
abundantly clear on this
matter: The John Jay
Report, a reputable study
commissioned by the

Catholic Church, states that
sexual abuse between 1950
and 2002 was such that “the
problem was indeed wide-
spread and affected 95 per-
cent of the dioceses and 60
percent of the religious com-
munities.” It also states 4
percent of all Catholic priests
were active sexual predators.
The current number of
Catholic priests accused of
moral, canon and criminal
sexual crimes is estimated to
be 6,275. We can only con-
clude it was priests like
Msgr. Merchant who were
the progenitors of the
calamitous situation now
facing the Catholic Church.
You don’t need to solve
the mysteries of Stonehenge
to conclude sexual abuse in
the Catholic Church has
been institutionalized,
rationalized, hidden, dis-
missed and tolerated by
many in leadership posi-
tions. It is astounding to us
there are still those who
adhere to the notion the
Church should not be pillo-
ried in the public square;
such a notion stretches the
boundaries of irony beyond

recognition.

RESOLUTION:

We are not certain there
will ever be a definitive res-
olution to this story.

Msgr. Merchant died of
unknown causes. He was
never disciplined, censured,
laicized, prosecuted or pun-
ished for his sex crimes.

Your storytellers attend-
ed college, secured under-
graduate and advanced
degrees and went on to have
relatively normal and satis-
fying personal and profes-
sional lives. We all moved
to different states for
employment reasons. But
make no mistake about the
stain and residue of pain,
embarrassment and shame
inflicted upon us by Msgr.
Merchant ever coming
clean. It will not.

EPILOGUE:

After more than half a
century, we decided to pen
a letter to your bishop
regarding Msgr. Merchant.
We did so with a consider-
able amount of reservation
and low expectations. We

assumed Bishop Vincke
would dismiss or ignore our
correspondence. We know it
has been a long-standing
practice and policy of the
Catholic Church to sanitize
the harsh realities of alleged
sexual abuse by the clergy
by letting the lawyers do the
dirty work of attacking and
disparaging the very victims
of abuse.

We could not have been
more wrong about the Most
Reverend Gerald Vincke. He
was quick to respond, can-
did, explained his under-
standing of events sur-
rounding Msgr. Merchant
and offered his genuine
apology. You are fortunate
to have a bishop with such
an abundance of integrity
and moral courage. He is a
true spiritual leader. Take
care of him, for it is unlikely
you will ever again find
someone of his quality.

We are assuming there
are other individuals within
the Diocese of Salina that
have also suffered at the
hands of a Catholic priest. If
you are among them, it
would be our recommenda-

tion and encouragement
that you communicate
directly, if possible, with
Bishop Vincke. Besides
leading from the front, the
bishop is a rare individual
of superior intelligence,
honesty, compassion and a
refined sense of discretion.
Your bishop knows it is very
difficult to leave the shad-
ows of sexual abuse for the
light of dealing openly with
this type of issue. Neverthe-
less, with trust in his guid-
ance it can be done.
+++++++

The Merchant of Venice is
a play written by William
Shakespeare in which Anto-
nio defaults on a large loan
provided by the money
lender, Shylock. At trial,
Shylock demands his “pound
of flesh” as specified in the
loan agreement if default
occurred. Shylock explains
the pound of flesh “will feed
my revenge.” Your story-
tellers seek neither a pound
of flesh nor revenge. Rather,
we desire the truth to be
known about Msgr. Mer-
chant with the expectation it
might assist others.
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ONE CREDIBLE ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR:

GREGORY BEYER
Birth: 1935
Status: Deceased 2010
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1970s
Pastoral assignments:
« St. Bonaventure’s Friary, Hays
« Sacred Heart Friary, Atwood
« St. Fidelis Friary, Victoria
« St. Conrad Friary, Lawrence
« St. Joseph Friary, Hays
« Annunciation Friary, Denver
« Solanus Casey Friary, Colorado Springs,
Colo.

DAVID JONES
Birth: 1962
Status: Dismissed from Order in 1987
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1986
Pastoral assignments:
None

BENIGNUS SCARRY
Birth: 1944
Status: Left the Order in 2016
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1980s
Pastoral assignments:
« St. Joseph Friary, Hays
« St. Bonaventure Friary, Hays
« St. Crispin Friary, St. Louis
« St. Conrad Friary, Lawrence
« San Damiano Friary, Denver
« San Antonio Friary, Denver
« St. Francis of Assisi Friary, Denver
« Our Lady of Angels Friary, Colorado
Springs, Colo.

FELIX SHINSKY
Birth: 1941
Status: Removed from ministry / Under
supervision
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1977
Pastoral assignments:

 St. Mary’s Friary, Herman, Penn.

« St. Fidelis Friary, Victoria

« St. Conrad Friary, Annapolis, Md.

» Mother of Divine Shepherd Friary, Mendi
Papua New Guinea

* Queen of the Friars Minor Friary, Kagua
PNG

« St. Fidelis Friary, Nipa

« St. Charles Borromeo Friary, St. Louis

« Santa Clara Friary, Denver

« St. Elizabeth Friary, Denver

« St. Francis of Assisi Friary, Denver

CHARLES WOLFE
Birth: 1949
Status: Dismissed from Order in 1987
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1976
Pastoral assignments:
» St. Bonaventure, Hays
» Good Shepherd Friary, Shawnee
« St. Joseph Friary, Hays
« Holy Cross Friary, Thornton, Colo.

MORE THAN ONE CREDIBLE ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR:

BENNETT CoLUCCI

Birth: 1930

Status: Removed from ministry / Under
supervision

Estimated time frame of abuse: 1970s-
1980s

Pastoral assignments:

« Fraternidad San Conrado, Ponce Puerto
Rico

» Fraternidad San Miguel, Utuado Puerto Rico

 Fraternidad Santa Cruz, Trujillo Alto Puerto
Rico

« Fraternidad San Joaquin, Adjuntas, Penn.

» Fraternidad Santa Maria de los Angeles, Rio
Piedras Puerto Rico

« Annunciation Friary, Denver

« Alverno Friary, Denver

« Holy Cross Friary, Thornton, Colo.

 Santa Clara Friary, Denver

- St. Joseph’s Friary, Hays

« St. Fidelis Friary, Victoria

RON GILARDI
Birth: 1947
Status: Removed from ministry / Under
supervision
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1990s
Pastoral assignments:
« St. Bonaventure Friary, Hays
« St. Joseph Friary, Hays
« St. Fidelis Friary, Victoria

DAVID GOTTSCHALK
Birth: 1943

Status: Removed from ministry / Under
supervision

Estimated time frame of abuse: 1970s

Pastoral assignments:

« St. Fidelis Friary, Victoria

« St. Francis Friary, Pittsburgh

« St. Francis Friary, Washington, D.C.

» Good Shepherd Friary, Shawnee

« St. John Friary, Lawrence

« St. Conrad’s Friary, Allison Park, Penn.

« St. Francis Friary, Denver

Our Lady of Light Friary, Colorado Springs,
Colo.

JULIAN HAAS

Birth: 1938

Status: Removed from ministry / Under
supervision

Estimated time frame of abuse: 1970s-
1980s

Pastoral assignments:

 St. Mary’s Friary, Herman, Penn.

« St. Bonaventure Friary, Hays

« St. Joseph Friary, Hays

« St. Lawrence of Brindisi Friary, Rome, Italy

« Annunciation Friary, Denver

« Capuchin Historical Institute Friary, Rome,
Italy

« St. Crispin Friary, St. Louis

« St. Patrick Friary, St. Louis

« Solanus Casey Friary, Colorado Springs
Colo.

 General Curia Friary, Rome, Italy

« St. Francis of Assisi Friary, Denver

« Our Lady of Angels Friary, Colorado
Springs, Colo.

FINIAN MEIS
Birth: 1936
Status: Left Order in 1992; Deceased
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1960s-
1970s
Pastoral assignments:
St. Fidelis Friary, Victoria
St. Joseph’s Friary, Hays
Good Shepherd Friary, Shawnee
St. Conrad Friary, Kansas City, Mo.

THADDEUS POSEY
Birth: 1944
Status: Deceased 2013
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1980s
Pastoral assignments:
« St. Francis Friary, Washington, D.C.
» Annunciation Friary, Denver
« Alverno Friary, Denver
« St. Conrad Friary, Kansas City, Mo.
« St. Patrick Friary, St. Louis
 University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minn.
« St. Fidelis Friary, Victoria

DANIEL SCHARTZ
Birth: 1942
Status: Left the Order in 1980
Estimated time frame of abuse: 1970s
Pastoral assignments:
 St. Bonaventure Friary, Hays
« St. Joseph Friary, Hays

MORE THAN ONE CREDIBLE ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL ABUSE OF A VULNERABLE ADULT:

MATTHEW GROSS

Birth: 1935

Status: Removed from ministry / Under
supervision

Estimated time frame of abuse: 2000s-
2010s

Pastoral assignments:

« Our Lady of the Angels Friary, Erave Papua
New Guinea

« St. Conrad Friary, Burani Papua New
Guinea

« St. Francis Friary, Tari Papua New Guinea

» Mary Queen of the Friars Minor Friary,
Kagua Papua New Guinea

« St. Clare Friary, Ialibu Papua New Guinea

» Mother of Divine Shepherd Friary, Mendi
Papua New Guinea

« St. Joseph Friary, Hays

« Annunciation Friary, Denver

« Solanus Casey Friary, Colorado Springs,
Colo.

« St. Francis of Assisi Friary, Denver

« Our Lady of Angels Friary, Colorado Springs
Colo.

Note: There were two credible accusations of the sexual abuse of a minor committed by members of the St. Augustine Province in our current jurisdiction prior to
our establishment as the St. Conrad Province in April 1977.

From page 10 those who suffer from abuse. Help
them find healing and peace in their
lives. May Maria Goretti, who was
strengthened by Your Grace, join
with us in prayer for the healing of all
victims of abuse, particularly those
abused as children or young adults.
Grant us your love that we might
reach out to them in your name with
hope in times of trial. As Maria
prayed for her attacker, grant us the

grace to pray for the true
conversion of all involved with the
abuse: that they might seek your
mercy through prayer and penance.
Loving God, pour into our hearts
and lives your healing spirit, that the
sacredness of every human person
might be respected and protected
as the precious image of God. Help
us to live in the peace which Maria
Goretti had found in Christ and in

the love of his mother Mary.
We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Prayer taken from Aleteia.org/2018)
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Christopher Popravak

Let us pray
to St. Maria
Goretti for
assistance

Let us pray through her
intercession for the healing
of those who have been
deeply wounded and for the
conversion of all those

. A ﬁﬁmﬁ%{m z‘h’:%,t/r.ma/»l Warcale B
involved.

O.F.M.Cap.

Dear God, we ask you to help all Provincial Minster
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Q. What information are
you releasing?

A. The Capuchin Franciscan
Province of St. Conrad (Mid-
America) is releasing the text of
the recent audit report findings
and an accompanying list of the
names of Capuchin members or
former members against whom
there has been made a credible
claim of the sexual abuse of a
minor or vulnerable adult. The
list is the result of an indepen-
dent audit of the Province’s per-
sonnel files and other relevant
documents by an outside, inde-
pendent group of qualified pro-
fessionals.

Q. What is your definition
of “vulnerable adult”?

A. For the sake of this audit, a
vulnerable adult is a person 18 or
older who evidences one or more
of the following criteria: advanced
age, developmental disability,
mental illness, physical disability,
requires supervision or physical
care, lacks the personal and social
skills to live independently, or is
susceptible to the power differen-
tial of religious position and/or
status.

Q. What criteria deter-
mined the inclusion of
Capuchin members on this
list?

A. Friars’ names are included
on this list if there has been a
credible allegation of the sexual
abuse of a minor or vulnerable
adult. However, inclusion on this
list in no way implies that the
allegations are true and accurate
or that the accused friar has been
found guilty of a crime or is liable
for civil claims.

Q. What constitutes a cred-
ible allegation?

A. A credible allegation means,
in the opinion of those complet-
ing an administrative or criminal
investigation, it is determined to
be more likely than not that the
alleged abuse occurred. Credibili-
ty is established either through a
friar’s own admission or through
a criminal or internal administra-
tive investigation. The absence of
evidence in a sexual abuse claim
does not mean that abuse did not
occur. It is equally important to
note that a reference to or allega-
tion of sexual abuse does not nec-
essarily mean that sexual abuse
did occur.

Q. What is a Provincial
Independent Review Board?

A. In keeping with the require-
ments of the USCCB’s Charter for
the Protection of Children and
Young People which are adapted
for religious communities in the
Conference of Major Superiors of
Men’s Instruments of Hope and
Healing: Safeguarding Children
and Young People and Standards
for Accreditation, the Province
established a Review Board com-
prised of independent, lay profes-
sionals in the fields of medicine,
law enforcement, mental health,
etc.. The purpose of the Review
Board is to provide advice and

outside expertise to the Provincial
Minister in addressing all reports
of the sexual abuse of minors and
vulnerable adults. The Review
Board assists the Provincial Min-
ister in determining the credibili-
ty of a claim and, if necessary,
provides a recommended course
of action.

Q. Why is your Province
releasing this list?

A. The sexual abuse scandal
that rocked the Church in 2002
has resurfaced. The people of
God, rightly so, are demanding
accountability, transparency and
oversight from outside, indepen-
dent sources. By conducting this
independent audit, our Province
is seeking to begin the process of
restoring trust and making
amendment for any past mis-
takes.

Q. Are any accused
Capuchins still functioning
in public ministry?

A. No Capuchin member
against whom a credible accusa-
tion of the sexual abuse of a
minor or vulnerable adult has
been established is serving in
public ministry.

Q. If a friar has a credible
accusation against him, why
is he still a Capuchin?

A. Dismissal from the priest-
hood and religious life is a canon-
ical process governed by Church
law which is wholly separate from
matters pertaining to criminal or
civil law. While a friar may have
seriously violated criminal and/or
civil law and in so doing commit-
ted a serious abuse of the pastoral
care entrusted to him, he still
retains the rights and protections
of canonical law. A separate
canonical process must therefore
be undertaken to establish eccle-
sial penalties, which may include
dismissal from the Order and/or
the priesthood.

Q. What does it mean that
a member of the Province is
on a Safety Plan?

A. Safety Plans are required for
a member who has received a
credible allegation of sexual abuse
against a minor. The Independent
Review Board assists the leader-
ship of the Province in the cre-
ation of an individual member’s
Safety Plan. The elements of the
Safety Plan are developed in writ-
ing for each member, reviewed by
the Independent Review Board
and shared with the member and
his supervisor, the Provincial
Minister and his Council, and as
appropriate, with members of his
local community. The Safety Plan
must be signed by the member
and the Provincial Minister and
defines risk reduction strategies,
requires intervention programs,
imposes restrictions in regard to
technology and travel, prescribes
access to outside visitors and
more. All members on Safety
Plans must have a designated
supervisor who oversees and
ensures their adherence to the
plan.

Q. What are the Capuchins
doing to ensure the protec-
tion of minors and vulnera-
ble adults?

A. In 2002, the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
issued the Charter for the Protec-
tion of Children and Young Peo-
ple, a comprehensive protocol for
addressing allegations of the sex-
ual abuse of minors. Since that
time, the Capuchins have had a
zero-tolerance policy of sexual
misconduct between a member
and a minor or vulnerable adult.
The Province is accredited by
Praesidium, Inc., an organization
providing risk management
assessment, consultation, policy
development and training materi-
als for the prevention of sexual
misconduct and appropriate
response to allegations. The
Province is regularly updated and
audited by Praesidium to ensure
the Province’s adherence to the
standards set forth by the Confer-
ence of the Major Superiors of
Men. The Province’s most recent
Praesidium audit and update was
in late 2017 and the Province was
re-accredited for another five year
period starting in June 2018.

Further, the Province has
greatly enhanced its requirements
and screening process for men
wishing to join the Capuchins.
These requirements include, but
are not limited to:

« A completed national sex
offender registry check.

« A completed criminal back-
ground check for every jurisdic-
tion in which the candidate has
resided for the previous seven
years.

« A minimum of five references
from specific sources.

« Two face-to-face interviews
with Capuchins, including a
behavioral assessment which goes
into great detail about the candi-
date’s family background and sex-
ual history.

« A psychological evaluation
and psychosexual history con-
ducted by a licensed psychologist
with experience in conducting
psychosexual histories, assessing
psychosexual health and identify-
ing potential indicators of future
misconduct.

» A review of all publicly acces-
sible content on social media
platforms, personal websites
and/or blog sites.

« Finally, vocation directors
responsible for the recruitment of
future candidates are provided
with education to assist in identi-
fying candidates who may be at
risk of sexually abusing a minor
or vulnerable adult.

Q. What should I do if I
have been abused by a
Capuchin?

A. If you or someone you know
has been abused by a member of
the Capuchin Province, you are
urged to contact local law
enforcement and/or the appropri-
ate child protection agency in the
area where the suspected abuse
took place. You are further
encouraged to contact Jason
Faris, the Safe Environment

Coordinator for the Capuchin
Province of St. Conrad at (303)
477-5436. If the alleged victim is
a minor, we are required to report
the allegation immediately to civil
authorities.

Q. What happens when a
Capuchin member is accused
of sexual abuse?

A. When a Capuchin member is
accused of sexual abuse involving
a minor or vulnerable adult, sev-
eral things happen simultaneous-
ly. First, the Province reports the
allegation to law enforcement.
Second, the accused member is
suspended from public ministry
pending the outcome of an
administrative investigation in
tandem with the Independent
Review Board consultation.
Third, if so desired, the Province
offers pastoral care to the alleged
victim. The results of the internal
investigation are then submitted
to the Independent Review Board
who help determine if the accusa-
tion is credible and, if so, pro-
vides a recommendation to the
Provincial Minister. Ordinarily, if
law enforcement decides to con-
duct a criminal investigation of
the allegation, the Province’s own
internal investigation is suspend-
ed until any criminal investiga-
tions are concluded.

Q. Have the Capuchins
sought guidance from any
independent organization
specializing in the preven-
tion of abuse?

A. The Capuchin Province of
St. Conrad is accredited by Prae-
sidium, Inc., an independent firm
that provides organizations with
advice and training in the area of
sexual abuse prevention. Praesid-
ium’s ongoing accreditation
process is intentionally rigorous
and ensures that the Province’s
policies and practices are consis-
tent with current standards of
child protection.

Q. Do the Capuchins
receive training in the
Province’s Safe Environment
Program?

A. Every member of the
Capuchin Province of St. Conrad,
beginning with the first year of
formation, must read and sign the
Province’s “Provincial Policy on
Sexual Misconduct” and complete
comprehensive safe environment
training. In addition, all mem-
bers of the Province renew their
safe environment training annu-
ally through updates and materi-
als provided by Praesidium, Inc.

Q. Does the Province of St.
Conrad work with law
enforcement to investigate
claims of abuse?

A. The Capuchin Province of
St. Conrad reports allegations of
sexual abuse of a minor or vul-
nerable adult to law enforcement
and/or appropriate child protec-
tion agencies, as required by
State law. The Province will
cooperate with law enforcement
during the course of a criminal
investigation.






