Letter #9 and #g9.a
Diens Has a Baby

Diane was 16, had been on and off the street for over a yeer, Gruff-
volced, blg black eyes, time for everyone, and ths seltiest of language,
Example: Jos who had some deficisncles in nature and mmrture had been
gone three days to Florida, Nobody mlssed him or cared, not even Diane,
On the street nobody says goodbye, But when he appesared egein at the -
Dell. she notlced his expectamt look fop helloes and raising her s8tentorian
tonsils to command a1l ears, she demanded: "Joe, you m,f, where ths hell
heve you been? It've been worrled sick", Joe was aglow, He had been
missed, Disne.movsd on to other dutles, " That's the way she was, She
was also pregrant, "2 months she opined." "8 months" I demurred, We
checked, Ths doctor was aghast, 8 1%t was, '

4 week later I heard hsr Tamiliar "H! Father Paul, ol'pal, ol!pall,
Now at 2 AM I should be ehle to trace a voics to a place, ¥Ne wheral
"Up here", On top of a telephone boothl Cleverly I asked "what are you
dolng up there, you mmmhie?" "I'm getting -the frisbie for them %Hwo boys,
It came up here snd they didn't know how to get It 80 I got it and new T
canft get down". With the help of the two zcmbiles snd oms cop ard one
menager and 2 girls, we derricked her downs Mo sweat", She went off to
get a coke and meet some mors friends,

Id the delivery rocm, she became Serens, awestruck, but still wise-
cracking, They held up the baby and then broke up at her animedversions,
Reverently, seriously she exclaimed: looking at her baby: "Wew, fan out,
dynami te, . ,outasight®, T lost & Two dollar bet; he wasn't born with &
hamburger in his mouth, All this by word of mouth since T was gone when
she had the baby, Her parents took the child in; she flipped out on
bad acld, and is now in a mental hospital,

_ They do stesl, In fact they rcb us blird, Not Just street Idds but
thls whole germsration, ' Ask & stars detective, For a succinct eng perhaps
over-simplified answer to a complex question, I would 3ey they ere in rew
actlon to our over-stress on things vs. people, property vs, humenity,

They do not cherish the property right when 90% of property is held by
10% of psople, Wrong? Perhaps, btut have you heard what prissts and puns
are saying in South America? Private property is theft when you have mary
loavés and your neighbor 1s dying of starvation,

. "Aren't they immdral?™ Hang on, this must bs the chapter on sex}
Immorelity and sexusl SXcezses are almost synonymous in the adult Christian
American mind, o, they are more moral then any previous generstion with
which I've worked, That is, 1f people are more morel who have higher
standards, who don!t hypceritically speak one Way axd customerily act )
enother, They have a different scele of values to be sure; they consider.
recism a grester sin than "impurity®, They commit "gins® ageinst our
hawklam, They consider exclnding people to be worse than sexnally touche
irg people, They believe that using the drug merijusne is no worse than
using the drug alcohols Meny times reaction is over-reaction, Especially
when you are young and gll your herocesg are dead or-sxposed fraidg,

As Pogo says: "We have met the enemy &ard he is us ", or "We sre
the Pesople our Perents warned Us againsi! - by Von Hoffman, .
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Lettar #9-A
4 Sermon

Since I am s Priest you might excuse & bit of a sermon espscislly wken
it is to take & poks at my own church,

. For years now when I heve attended folk Masses in various sectlons of
the couniry, I invariably come upon & poster or banner announcing: "Sae.
these Christlens; how they love ons anotber”, Many have coms to think thet
this 1s a sign of a Christian, But I suggest to you that 1t is the sign
of a good pagan, If you love those who love you, Jesus warned, you are np
bettor than the pagans or the tax-gatherers, Bub I say to ycu, love thoss
who do no% love you--- He might have addeds thoss with long hair, o
diffsrent 1life atyle, a concept of patriotism not 1ils yours, a yardsticl
of sexual morelity which hes different rdings than yours, (snd hesnfi
yours chenged in the lagt few Years anywaey?), & differsnt sexual orisntation
then you who sre lucky to bs haterogexual, snother skin color, who don't
value highly your hisrarchy of values which places cleanlinsss next +o
godliness and industry, efficlency, conbinency, and smug complacent stabus
next to cleanllness, love %he poor and the afrluvia, the oubtcast =4 the
desplsed, ths lonely and the disenfranchlsed, Then perhaps you will kmow
what 1t means to be a Christian, ’

I submit that Catholies in gener'sl love those who do no% lovs therm,
only from afaw, antisepticslly, theoreticelly and really not &t &11, Whan
2 men is starving you can hand him a fish or teach him how to fish, oOmnly
thls yesr have the Bilshops reslizsd that and in their fund drivs begun %o
recognize that our fish-giving was perpetuating the very 1lls which booughy
about the mnssd, ’ :

"Go 1n peace" read the banner over the alta» of the gtrest kds churen,
"and may the psace of Christ disfurb you profoundly®, Only when Ceiholics
baecome profoundly disbturbed will thers be peace==digturbed with trainp
officialdom which keeps gllent sven from the eursad day when Constentins
stopped persecubing Hsr and allied church and stata, Adisturbed with a creed
so watered down that any racfst or hater of the pooxr, or killsr of childregn
can be a pillar in her halls, disturbed with & church so lacking in courage
to confront end criticiza the admini §tretion thet she has cams to be cone
sidered by the conservative politician as a good friend, disturbed by e
church which claims morsl leadership but 13 slways five years behind ths
klds of this countey in knowing and exposing lmmorelity in govermment,

100ly when Catholics become disturbed thet the rpal herces 1ike the
Berrigans are ebberations rather thean typlcal Priasts will there bs pesce,
When adult Catholica stop telling lids: Bit was good enough for ms' and
start to make it good encugh Tfor them, "What's so preclous gbout thsss
Iids anyway", I'm often askad, "that thsy kmow so much about morality and
Justice and hypocrisy and we didn't?" Ths question usually is asksd
sarcastically and bebrays an envy and jealousy instead of pride in the
kids ws have reared, Why didn't we sée 1%? TV has much %o do with 1%,
Progress, lelsure; many things, Whet metter? It is s supser{lnous 'question,
The polnt 1s_that they knew, and we punished them for saying it; - that ths
war was lmmoral, that C,0. was deranded, that poor pesple are not poor
because they ars lazy, thet greps workers are unjustly treated, that
Catholic comminities are almost invariably 1ily white racisi commmnitles,
ste, And we stl1ll haven’t criticized our moral lsaders for being the last
to lmow thess things, Thers 1s no lsadership, excapt hers and there a
Helder Camara, the Dutch hierarchy, the Bishops of Cepetown, So, Africa,
If a kid 13 on fire and thirsting for peace and justice, blessed is he
but he must look elsswhars for channels and sncouragement thar the 3teld,
orderly, uptizht, conforming, out of it, establishment we csall ths Chuwch,
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Letter 9=A Pa 2

. The Catholic Church is a raciat organizatlon, Says who? Say ths

black priests snd nuns who have glven their lives to the church and to God
as sursly as has your parish prisst, And now we have a new nigger= « =
the long haired, bizarrely dresased joung person, We wlll ons day stand
accusad of the same intransigent, irrationsl end unjust, therefors une
christlian reaction to the new nigger, as wlll our forebears for ths )
origlinal niggar, ‘ -

Thought for the Day: .
"To think that ons can glve the Christian message and not hawa the
world with its monolithic, post-Christian eulture bear down on us o

i3 not to understand the flerceness of the battle inm such & day as s

Jeremlah's or such a day as our own,"®
‘Francis Schasffer - Death in the city,

The Catholie not 4in Jeopardy today is probably not a Christian,

Is the world bearing down on the Catholic Church? Far from it, Then
what are we to think of the Christian message = i3 it held in abeyance?
Then why condemn our kids when they look elsewhere?

5 "We can do without them" ssid en elderly lady of long-hairs dropplng
out,
But you ses, my friand, the awssome, rending realilty is

we can't. We dare not even try,
Father Paul
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