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ADT MINTH....I¥ BRIEP.
2 on bosrd the smeo ship USE Xatmai.
53 P ageimed {Dec.l3) %o Camp Tien Sha in
B re I attended a wey for Catholic Chaplains {Dec, 173
2. all over MNamj. Hext Day,we held a Day of Recocllection
at ths Danang Minor Seminary;concelebrating with Bishop Chi. The Jr. &
Sr.Hdi-scheol bovs spesk and writse English well (Pen-pal anyona?) On
Dec.20,1 took a "flight® on USS TUCTYMCARI a Hydrafoil beat) for 2% h
any speed over 40 kuots is classified. We zipped over 5 foot plus wave
at classified spesds. That zame evéning I flew on a secret mission of
which I can say next to nothang,except that we flew a Constellation,ths
contrels of which I had for % hour. About 1400 pexrsons gathersd{Dec.21)
at Freedow Hill Amphitheater{Army Camp=Danang) to honor Cardinal Cocks
at whose mass ] was privileged to assist. My classmate,Fr.Ray Schmidte
was thers L0o..My next duty ship was USS NOXUBEZ. It Was near Quang Tri

+h lived next door to Chaplain Schaidt {(Camp Evans-10lst Army Airborna)
On the way up, Charlie decided to0 shoot us down. He miszed! It WAS
rather beaufiful,in the pitah dazkness ,watohing those lovear=-1ly red
txacers whizzing by. 23 Dec. saw us delivering personnel to arsas arount
Hue; I took 2 hours of the greatsst aaerial photos whish include the
Citadel and Cathedral at Hue., A zmall bost almost literally dropped me
off a% NOXUBEE: I nearly went into the drink as i lept from one to the
other. *"Work" continugd as per usual, including a particularly good
Bulil Sassion{I hope my answars were half a=z gocd a8 the guys® guesitions)
We Celsbrated a joyous Christmas Mass -ad then stuffed ocurselves silly
on a2 sumpiuous dinner.Chriztmas morn Found both us and Bob Hope at Dan-
ang(Freedom Hill) Leaving a few guards, with rifles and concussion gra-
nades on the ship. off ws went{degpite tha so-called Truee..l1% of the
VCs were fished out of Danang Harpor Christmas Day by the Coast Guard,
as they attempied to blow up a few ghiips) When the last of our gToup
axrrived late at the Hill,we found 350 marines locked nut due to an Army
Colonel’s ineptitude. They were dishevelead, direy an
ted, having travelsd 1
see Bob Hope. What a pizi
not believing what was bein
What a great present for Chrizimas day. it took an Army HMajor and mg-
self one hour to convince the Colonel he made a mistake. The show lasted
another 2% hours and was great. 1 shook Feil Armstrong’'s hand{lst man
on the ¥oon)and got his autograph. Several helo hope and davs later,I
was back in Subic. I didn't mind ons hit opaning a whole months worih
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2C.22, I met 3 few helo pilois who ware going up theve. In fact
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of {Christmas) wmail. ‘or your beaufiful and praverful cards.

I was overjoved to find that mvy brother Dante's wifs provided 3 new
nephew. Dac.28 waz Fil-Am Day at Subic. Workers were neesdsd at ths Fasi-
ival. I must have picked up at lsast 1000 pop bottless{oh!,my aching
back) ..but just think of 21l the Flaz tixes that warse pravanktad. Jan 1.

2

Tou'vae got to balieve me: I tossited the ¥aw Year guistly with Orange

juiee. Honest! Offersd Mazs thas day on the carriey CONSTELLATION,
after which I went swimming (that's righ: winteriovers!) The Baze
Chaplain,Fr.Ed Toner got us an invite to an aftazncon paghy at
house. It’s nice to hob-nch tittle. Jan 2Z-3. I picked up 2

X¥0's sons for a trip to g ty {3 hougs norih of Subic) to
some wood cargings. Ths @Y a3 grand..the waathsr,pesrisch
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