
Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces an undated letter from Fr. John "Jack" Keough to Victim MU. In the 
letter, Keough expressed his love for Victim MU and asked Victim MU to destroy the letter. 
Victim MU provided a copy of the letter to the Archdiocese of Chicago after bringing her 
allegation of sexual abuse against Keough. 
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Office of the Metropolitan Tribunal 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D 
Phone: (312) 751-8384 
e-mail: plagges@archchicago.org 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

TO: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
FROM: Rev. Patrick Lagges fW-
RE: Votum of Instructor Re: John J. Keough, a resigned priest 

I SS E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Fax: (312) 751-8314 

John (Jack) Keough was ordained as a priest for the Archdiocese of Chicago on May l, 
1952. He was assigned as Assistant Pastor to St. Justin Martyr (1952-60), Our Lady of Hope 
(1960-65), and St. Francis of Rome (1965-66). In 1966, Keough was assigned as Rector at Our 
Lady of Loretto Chapel in O'Hare International Airport until 1981. He was on a leave of 
absence beginning November 15, 1981 and left active ministry on March 4, 1982. 

In a letter dated April 12, 1982, Keough advised the Archbishop of Chicago, John 
Cardinal Cody, that he had "married an old friend from Chicago." This civil marriage took place 
on June 18, 1980 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

In April 2002, an adult "female advised the archdiocese that Keough had engaged in improper 
contact of a sexual nature with her (kissing and fondling over and under clothing) over several 
years while she was a minor under 16 years of age. She stated that this inappropriate contact 
took place at Our Lady of Hope parish where the victim was a student and Keough was assigned 
as an Associate Pastor. 

These allegations were investigated by the Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and in October 2003, the Professional Responsibility Review Board determined that there was 
reasonable cause to suspect that Keough engaged in acts of sexual misconduct with a minor. 
This finding was formally accepted by you on October 28, 2003. 

It should be noted that, on advice of his civil attorney, Keou 
confronted with the allegations and has never offered any response. 

A formal suspension of all priestly faculties was issued in 2005 based upon, inter alia, 
Keough's failure to return to active ministry since 1981 and the attempted marriage, as well as 
the findings of the Review Board. 

Keough has lived a secular life since his voluntary withdrawal from ministry in 1981. It 
appears that he was married civilly for 17 months before he sought a leave of absence. During 
this time he presumptively functioned as a priest of the Archdiocese in his assignment as 
Chaplain at O'Hare International Airport. 

57 
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Pursuant to your letter of December 2007, he has submitted a Petition to the Holy Father 
for a dispensation from all obligations of the clerical state including the obligation of celibacy. 

John Keough has voluntarily lived a secular life for the last 26 years and, based upon his 
attempted marriage, has incurred the latae sententiae suspension from all acts of the power of 
orders in accordance with Canons 1333 §1and1394 §1 of the Code of Canon Law. Further, 
there is reasonable cause to suspect that Keough engaged in acts of sexual misconduct with a 
minor over a period of several years. 

5f 
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June 30th; 1952 

My dear Father Keough, 

(.hereby appolnt you assistant to the paator of 
St. ju&tin Martyr Church, Chicago, llllnols. 

You wlll kindly report for duty to Father Halleran 
on July 8th. 

Reverend John J. Keough 
9014 5. Loomis Street 
Chlcago ZO, llllnola. 

Wlth blesslng, 

Archblahop of Chlcaao 
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June 24, 1960 

My dear Father Keough, 

[hereby appoint you assistant to 

the pa star of o. L. of Hope Church, De splalne s 111., 

transferring you as assistant to the pastor of 

St. Justin Martyr Chu,eh. Chicago. 

You will kindly report for duty 

on July 6th to Fcither Buck. the pastor. 

Wishing you every blessing, 

remain, 

Very sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend John Keough 

St. Justin Martyr Rectory 

1818 w. ?lst St. 

Chlcago £LL. 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Chancellor November 9, 1981 

Reverend John J. Keough 
Church of Our Lady of Loretto 
O'Hare International Airport 
P. O. Box 66123 
Chicago, Illinois 60666 

Dear Father Keough: 

FR. KEATING 

This is to confirm that, in light of your recent conversation 
with the Cardinal, His Eminence honors your request for a temporary 
leave of absence from your priestly duties. Your leave of absence will 
be in effect from November 15, 1981 to May 15, 19S2. 

While on leave, your license to function, or represent 
yourself, as a priest is withdrawn, and you are dispensed from the normal 
obligations of clerical garb and the Divine Office. 

Please keep us informed of any change in your address while 
you are on leave from the Archdiocese. When your leave is about to 
expire, I would ask that you contact me so that we might discuss what 
should be done at that time. 

+JPC:JRK/ ag 

Please rest assured of a fraternal memento at the Altar. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend John R. Keating 
Chancellor 

(File Copy) 
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ARCHCHGO 8127515881 

His Eminence 

John Cardinal Cody 
Archbishop of Chicago 
1555 N. State Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois 6061 O 

Your Eminence: 

12J7/12J3/12J8 12ll: 12l8pm P. 12ll2ll 

Apr i I 1 2, 1 982 

You told me in October that I would be writing and tel I ing you 
that it's no fun coming home to cook supper In an empty house. 
I said I was used to being alone at 0 11Hare. I have since found.·· 
out that, although I lived alone for 15 years, I was never alone 
or lonely. One should listen to the prophecies of his Cardinal 
Archbishop. 

I do enjoy Seattle, the airline job, my house -- but these are 
all pointless if there is no one with whom to share. Just as my 
I ife was totally shared for 29f years and I ived for the community, 
an adjustment to total self couldn't work. Consequently, I have 
married an old friend from Chicago who will be joining me here 
In June. 

With my longevTty genes I figure I have another 35 or 40 years · ·· 
of the Lord's indulgence. It wi 11 be better th Is wayo The major 
difficulty Js the disappointing of family and frfends who reason
able expect me to work out this problem more in keeping with our 
traditional values. I find violating this aspect of our tradition 
and disappointing those close to me very painful, but weighed 
against the future alone it becomes tolerable. I must admit that 
the joy of my plan is diminished by the expectatrons up to which 
I will not live. 

I read that Pope John Paul II wlll not consider a dispensation unless 
the priest in question is old and already married. I qualify with 
both conditions. I therefore ask Your Eminence to Initiate the .. 
process on my behalf. ---···-................. _ .... -..... ~-·····---.. -----

Considering your weakened condition, these are not pleasant 
sentiments to write to you. I hope you feel better and that you wl 11 
judge this old friend with compassion. 

As ever, 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces a letter from Victim MU to Francis Cardinal George, received in April of 
2002. In the letter, Victim MU informs Cardinal George of the alleged abuse by Fr. John 
Keough, which began when Victim MU was 11 years old and lasted until after she graduated 
from high school. According to Victim MU she wanted to record her allegation against Keough, 
which consisted of fondling, kissing and, after Victim MU graduated from high school, 
intercourse. 
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Neri-Palomino, Laura 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Treanor, John 
Thursday, November 21, 2002 3:49 PM 
Neri-Palomino, Laura 

Subject: assignments 

Laura, 
The following assignments vis-a-vis your request. 

The priests at Our Lady of Hope were: 

1 · ~;~cis J. Buck 
Carl McN emey 

1961to1965 
Francis J. Buck 
John J. Keough 

1966 
Francis J. Buck 
John W. Dewes 

1967 to 1968 
Francis J. Buck 
John W. Dewes 
resident John Keough 

1969 
Francis J. Buck 
John W. Dewes 

·--
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ~~l§)\v7 \:\-:07 '\ lJ J L1 _ U 
_O_ffi_1-ce~o-f-P-ro-fi-es-s-io_n_a_l_F_rt_ne_s_s_R_e_v-ie-w~~--, ____ ~~~~~~~~-P-o-&~O~fti-"-c~e~B~o~xJ....i-19~79 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

January 14, 2003 

CONFIDENTIAL 

My name is Mike Just, and I am the Interim Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. I work in the Office of Professional Fitness Review, where we receive all 
allegations of sexual misconduct made against priests. I have read your letter to Cardinal George two 
times, and sincerely regret the pain that has occurred in your life as the result of what happened. I 
commend your courage in stepping forward with your allegations. 

My records indicate you spoke to my predecessor, Kathleen Leggdas, on April 26th and April 29th about 
your allegations. On November 6th and November 7th of 2002, I called and decided not to leave messages 
out of respect for your privacy. On November 11, 2002, I did leave my name and phone number on your 
answering machine. I am wondering whether you received the call, or whether you are interested in 
pursuing your allegations. 

I wanted to follow up with you to make sure you are aware that we respect any decisions you have made 
or will make regarding your allegation against Jack Keough. The intent of this letter is to offer you any 
service this office may be able to provide you. We want to offer our support to you with what is most 
assuredly a difficult and painful subject. As part of the support, I am offering to investigate your case. 
Part of that investigation involves talking with you in person about what happened, should you choose to 
pursue this matter further. 

l will be leaving the employ of the Office of Professional Fitness Review effective January 31, 2003. 
Should you wish to pursue any of your allegations or have any further questions after that date, please 
contact my successor, Ms. Leah McCluskey, at the same phone number and address. 

Sincerely, 

~~fil 
Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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~/ 
Neri-Palomino, Laura 

From: Just, Michael 
Sent: Friday, January 24, 2003 2:39 PM 

Neri-Palomino, Laura To: 
Cc: Bonaccorsi, Ralph 
Subject: RE: Scheduled Interview 

-called the office on Friday and cancelled the interview. She said she'd call to reschedule. 

MJ 

-Original Message--
From: Neri-Palomino, Laura 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 2:35 PM 
To: Bonaccorsi, Ralph; Bland, Michael 
Cc: Flores, Mayra; Just, Michael 
Subject: Scheduled Interview 

FYI, ___ 

Michael Just spoke t~today regarding her allegation against Fr. Jack Keough - Deceased. 

Michael agreed to meet with her at her home on Monday, January 27th at 1 :30 p.m. due to the fact that Ms.-is 
only available on Mondays and this is the only Monday Michael is available before he leaves AOC. 

He asked that I pass this message on to VAM. 

Laura 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces undated photographs of Fr. John "Jack" Keough provided to Leah 
McClusky, Professional Fitness Review Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office 
of Professional Fitness Review by Victim MU. 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces undated photographs of Fr. John "Jack" Keough provided to Leah 
McClusky, Professional Fitness Review Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office 
of Professional Fitness Review by Victim MU. 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces the Allegations of Sexual Misconduct of a Minor and summary prepared 
by Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator of the Archdiocese of Chicago's 
Office of Professional Fitness Review, of Victim MU, given to Ms. McCluskey on March 12, 
2003, formalizing her allegations of abuse against Fr. John "Jack" Keough. According to the 
memorandum, Victim MU met Keough when she was 10-11 years old and Keough was assigned 
to Our Lady of Hope. Victim MU stated the alleged abuse occurred over several years and 
consisted of kissing and fondling; sexual intercourse also occurred about 10-15 while Victim 
MU was in college. Victim MU also stated that she reported the abuse to an order priest and also 
believed that Fr-was aware of the abuse. 
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ARCH DIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL s·HEET 

TO: FROM: 

Leah McCluskey 

DATE: 

3/28/03 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. or PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 

6 
PHONE NUMBER: PHONE NUMBER: 

312-751-5205 
RE: 

Draft - Allegation report 

0 URGENT 0 FOR REVIEW D PLEASE COMMENT 0°PLEASE REPLY 0 PLEASE RECYCLE -The following is the Allegation report regarding the allegation against John "Jack" Keough 

made by-your client. 

Please have Ms ... review and make any necessary changes and return 

to this office at your earliest convenience. Once the report is corrected - an original 

will be forward to you for your client's signature. 

If you have any qne5tjpo5 I can he reached at the above phone number 

Thank you, 

Leah McCluskey 

Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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FAX COVER SHEET 

ATTENTION 

NOTE: 'Ibis fax may containpriWJegetl tDJ.tl e1>nfukntird infommtion. 
If you receive it in mor. please call us immediately., 

TIME: 

(3-j d--=---) f-?l-,.J-211 

RE: 

Number of pages being tmismined, including this cover sheet: 
Original to follow by mail Yes )CJ No ...__..._ __ 

roblems, please caU or assistance. 
Sentb 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO: FROM: 

Leah McCluskey 
DATE: 

5/7/03 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 

PHONE NUMBER: PHONE NUMBER: 

312-751-5205 

I•••• reports 

0 URGENT 0° FOR REVIEW 0 PLEASE COMMENT DPLEASE REPL y 0° SIGNATURES 

Here are the reports for- Corrections have been made 

to reports and signatures for approval are requested. 

Leah 

Confidential 
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May 15, 2003 

Leah McCluskey 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 North St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Re: 

Dear Ms. McCluskey: 

Enclosed is the report of allegations signed by 
executed copy upon receipt. 

Very truly yours, 

-Enclosure 
cc: 

RECEIVED 

MAY l ® 1no3 
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

. Please forward to me a fully 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

May 29, 2003 

Mr. JohnJ. Keough 

Dear Mr. Keough, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

My name is Leah McCluskey and I work in the Office of Professional Fitness Review at 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

I received your contact information from Fr. James Kaczorowski. It is extremely 
important that I speak with you. Please contact me as soon as possible at 312. 751.5205. 

stJ!~ 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Admini 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 

May 29, 2003 

Mr. John J. Keough 

Dear Mr. Keough, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

My name is Leah McCluskey and I work in the Office of Professional Fitness Review at 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

I received your contact information from Fr. James Kaczorowski. It is extremely 
important that I speak with you. Please contact me as soon as possible at 312.751.5205. 

s~~ 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Admini 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRl~9T9 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

May 30, 2003 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL & U. S. MAIL 

Dear Mr. Keough: 

I am the Vicar for Priests for the Archdiocese of Chicago. During the past month, I have 
attempted to contact you by telephone on several occasions, but have been unable to 
reach you. 

It is very important that you contact me as soon as possible. I can be reached at (312) 
642-1837. 

Very truly yours, 

~7 
RQ,end Jam es T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 

.. ) 
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DATE, TIME 
FAX NO. /NAME 
DURATION 
PAGE(S) 
RESULT 
MODE 

TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT 

05/05 00: 11 
95059133 
00: 01: 11 
07 
OK 
STANDARD 
ECM 

TIME 
NAME 
FAX 
TEL 
SER.II 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of PmfcRRinnal Fitncfrn Rc.'Vic:w 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chkngo, IL 60611 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO: FROM: 

Patrick Reardon Leab McCluskey 
DflTI\: 

6/5/03 

05/05/2003 00:12 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS 
312-7515279 
312-7515205 
BROM2J854224 

(312)751-5205 
1-B00-994-6200 

flax (312)751 .5z79 

TOTAi, NQ. OF PACll'~~ INC:T.llnT.NG COVBR: 

312-606-9133 7 
PHONJ:l NUMllll.R: PHONB NUMJJP..R1 

312-372-5716 312-751-5205 
RE: 

Keoughlllllllll===========-=----._,..,.,,..,._,,,""""""'""""""""""""°"== 
0 URGENT CJ FOR kEVlEW D PLE/\SE C:OMMF.NT 0PJ .. E/\SF.. hPPROVE 0 PLEASE RETUlfN 

Pat, 

Herc is the allegation on the above case. 

Leah 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

flax (312)751-5279 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO: FROM: 

Patrick Reardon Leah McCluskey 
DATE" 

6/5/03 
FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 

312-606-9133 7 
PHONE NUMBER: PHONE NUMBER: 

312-372-5716 312-751-5205 
RE: 

D URGENT D FOR REVIEW D PLEASE COMMENT DPLEASE APPROVE D PLEASE RETURN 

Pat, 

Here is the allegation on the above case. 

Leah 

Confidential 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

PFR-120 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

JOHN "JACK" KEOUGH'S RESPONSE TO ALLEGATION OF 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT MADE BY 

June 6, 2003 

Date of Interview: June 5, 2003 Time oflnterview: ll:OOam 

Present at Interview 
Mr. John "Jack" Keough 
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

Phone Interview 
Fr. Kaczorowski contacted Mr. John "Jack" Keough fr0m the Vicar for Priests Office via 
phone at 11 :OOam for the scheduled interview. The interview was conducted entirely via 
speakerphone. 

After introductions were made, PFRA described the responsibilities of the Office of 
Professional Fitness Review as well as those of PFRA. PFRA also explained the Review 
Board process to Mr.~RA prepared to read the allegation of sexual 
misconduct made by-Mr. Keough agreed to interrupt PFRA if he was 
unclear with any information that was being read to him. 

Prior to being read the allegation, Mr. Keough informed PFRA and VP that he was 
instructed by his attorney Patrick Reardon not to make any response to the allegation. As 
per Mr. Keough, Mr. Reardon was unavailable for the scheduled meeting due to being in 
court. 

PFRA read to Mr. Keough the entire allegation made against him by Ms. ~out 
any interruptions. Mr. Keough requested that PFRA forward a copy of Ms.
allegation to the attention of Mr. Reardon and to then expect a written response to the 
allegation by Mr. Reardon on Mr. Keough's behalf PFRA informed Mr. Keough that a 
copy of the allegation would be faxed to Mr. Reardon's office by the end of the day. 
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Date 
~I 

Professional Fitness Review Administr Date 
& {& (02: 

:>7 
Vicar(' riests 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO COPY 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

June 11, 2003 

Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Mr. Reardon, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

You should have received a fax from my office on Thursday, June 5, 2003 regarding a 
matter of sexual misconduct brought against your client John "Jack" Keough by Ms. 

I have enclosed with this letter another copy of the previously faxed 
report. 

As per Mr. Keough, he was advised by you to not respond to Ms. - allegation as I 
read it to him on June 5, 2003. Mr. Keough also stated that you would provide a formal 
written response to the allegation. I am requesting that you provide me with Mr. 
Keough's written response to the allegation by Wednesday, June 25, 2003. 

Please feel free to contact me at 312 751-5205 with any questions or concerns . 

. VllClviob· 
McCluskey 

Professional Fitness Review Admini 

Enclosure 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

AOC 017073 



• • 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO COPY 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

June 17, 2003 

Mr. John Keough 

Dear Mr. Keough, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Enclosed you will find the report written by myself as a result of our telephone 
conversation that took place on June 5, 2003. I ask that if you agree with the information 
written please sign and date the report and return to me in the envelope provided. If you 
would like corrections and/or additions to be made to the document, please make the 
necessary changes and return the report to me. I will then make your noted adjustments 
to the report and return to you for your signature. 

I do understand that your attorney Patrick Reardon will be providing me with a written 
response to the allegation. However, in accordance with procedure, I have documented 
our June 5, 2003 meeting and ask for your signature. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at 312 751-5205. 

JJ)_~· I I 

cfUd/YVv~~~ Lehli McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Adminis ~!-~r 

Enclosure 
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RECEIVED 

JUN !l 0 ?003 
PATRICK G. REARDON 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO, IWNOIS 60601 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

AREA CODE 312 

372-5716 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

June 27, 2003 

You recently contacted John Keough regarding an investigation by the Office of 
Professional Fitness Review of the Archdiocese of Chicago arising out of an accusation by 
someone named John Keough has asked me to provide him legal counsel and to 
explain to him the function of the Office of Professional Fitness Review. Therefore, I am writing 
to you on his behalf. 

My client is not in ministry in the Archdiocese of Chicago and has no plan to seek such a 
career. He does not desire or request judgment by the Professional Fitness Review Board. 
Accordingly he will decline to discuss the remarks of Ms. - and he will make no response to 
the Professional Fitness Review Board. 

PGR/bi 
Encl: 

Thank you for your communications in this matter. 

Sincerely, · 

~~g_~Y' 
Patrick G. Reardon 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, August 16, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Review Board Members Present: 

Members absent: 
None 

Non-members present: 
I Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA) 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - July 19, 2003 

n. 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 
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m. Case Reviews 

Initial Review 

MINUTES 
August 16, 2003 
Page2 

A. In the Matter of John "Jack" Keough [Resigned 1992) -PFR-120 
The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation of
- The claim is as follows: fondling over and under clothing; kissing; sexual 
relationship in teen/adult years. 
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B. 

MINUfES 
August 16, 2003 
Page3 

In a unanimous 9-0 vote, the Review Board recommended that the infonnation 
seems to be true of an offense. The Board recommends that PRA locate Fr ... to 
detennine his knowledge of alleged abuse o~by John "Jack" Keough. 
Further, Board requested copy ofletter from John "Jack" Keough to 

Second Stage Reviews 

IV. Other Matters 
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Next scheduled meeting 1' September 20, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski. Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

MINUfES 
August 16, 2003 
Page4 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Ulinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILI'IY REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, August 16, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - July 19, 2003 

II. 

ill. Case Reviews 

Initial Review: 
A In the Matter of John Keough (Resigned 1982) - PFR-120 

• Allegation made by 

Second Stage Reviews: 

B. 

IV. Other Matters 

• 
• 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, September 20, 2003 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

MEMORANDUM 
(312) 751-5205 

Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: File -PFR-120 

From: Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting 

Re: John "Jack" Keough 

Date: August 16, 2003 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on August 
16, 2003: 

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation of The 
claim is as follows: fondling over and under clothing; kissing; sexual relationship in teen/adult years. 

In a unanimous 9-0 vote, the Review Board recommended that the information seems to be true of an 
offense. The Board recommends that PRA locate Fr.-to determine his knowledge of alleged 
abuse o b John "Jack" Keough. Further, Board requested copy ofletter from John 
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Professional Responsibility Review Board 
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 Chicago, IL 60611 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

(enter name of [Arch/diocese) 

Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

{checkone:J ~e information at least seems to be true of an offense. 
bthe information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed. 

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that 

(checkone:J ~e safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. tJ the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry. 
D the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

{check one:) D there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
D there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

(check one:) D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

D no furt~er action b~ taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

August 18, 2003 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16, 
2003 and conducted an Initial Review regarding allegation of sexual 
misconduct against John "Jack" Keough pursuant to Article 1104.8 of the Review 
Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board recommended that the information seems to be true of an offense. As a result, 
the Board also recommends that the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal 
of the accused from ministry. Due to the fact that John "Jack" Keough is resigned from 
ministry, no interim action is required. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 312 751-5205. 

' l 
Leah McCluskey wx 
Professional Responsibility AdminWr 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-120 

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrae 

Re: Keough, John······ 
Date: September 3, 2003 

PRA looked through the Kennedy Directory in attempts to locate a Fr.-. The 
following names were found relative to the Chicago area after 1955, the date that the 
alleged abuse o by John Keough began: 

This information will be brought to the attention of the Review Board regarding the 
aforementioned matter. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

.MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-120 /\'J 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator~ 

Keough, Jo~ 

September 3, 2003 

PRA spoke with Brother - OSM at the Order of Friar Servants of Mary-USA 
Province office via phone today regarding Fr. - PRA explained to Brother 
•••that a priest by the name of Fr.- surfaced in an allegation of the sexual 
abuse of a minor by a different priest. At this point in time, PRA is attempting to locate 
Fr.-through his order, even though information is not certain that Fr.
is/was an OSM. 

Brother ••linformed PRA that his or~ has been in the order for 50 ~ 
only had two s one by the name of ~d the other by the name o-
- Brother , Fr. - is deceased and is the uncle of Fr. -

PRA thanked Brother -for his time and information. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Sr. Joan McGlinchey, Office for Religious 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

September 5, 2003 

Dear Ms.-
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16, 
2003 and conducted an Initial Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct 
against John "Jack" Keough pursuant to Article 1104.8 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board recommended that the information seems to be true of an offense. Due to the 
fact that John "Jack" Keough is resigned from ministry, no interim action is required. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [Imccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the 
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at 
[312] 751-8267. 

I ~fltt(ffiD~ 
cC uskey 

Professional Responsibility Administrat r 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccors~ Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

September 5, 2003 

Mr. John Keough 
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Mr. Keoug~ 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16, 
2003 and conducted an Initial Review regarding s allegation of sexual 
misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.8 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board recommended that the information seems to be true of an offense. Due to the 
fact that you are resigned from ministry, no interim action is required. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that 
Rev. James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at the 
Vicar for Priests office at [312] 642-183 7. 

Sinc0ely, · 

~41clli10k 1 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Admin' trator 

Cc: Mr. John Keough 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, lllinois 60611 

DECREE 

Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board 
that there is "reasonable cause to suspect" that John "Jack" Keough engaged in sexual 
misconduct with a minor, I have concluded that this constitutes information which "at least 
seems to be true" (c. 1717). 

Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into 
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to John Keough. 

Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint 
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms. 
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717. 
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm of law 
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and 
from any witnesses (cc. 1530- 1538 and 1547- 1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc. 
1540- 1546),to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574- 1581), and to 
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation. 

In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does 
nothing to harm John Keough' s name or to violate his right to protect his privacy. 

After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written and oral report to 
the Professional Responsibility Review Board, no later than one hundred eighty days from the 
date of this appointment. This report is to address the facts, circumstances, and imputability 
concerning the alleged offense. 

Given on September 13, 2003 at Chicago, Illinois. 

~ r rJ~:.o 0 ~ 
1~~·~1 --

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

VC£<J _ rf_?~cf {cu~d-c-i. 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

[6) ~ ((; ~ ~ \.!!_~ n 
I ~ ! 1 2t1ti:: J JJ 

. I - '.1:1. . . OfflCI:' 01 H ·~ 
·,'. •. '· HANC ~-
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of !he Archbishop 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

September 13, 2003 

155 E. Superior SL 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter 
of August 18, 2003, regarding the matter of J~hn "Jack" Keough, a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago who resigned from active ministry a number of years ago, and the allegation made by 

ollowing the Initial Review conducted by the Professional Responsibility 
Review Board on August 16, 2003. 

In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept 
the Board's determination that the information they received at least seems to be true that John 
Keough engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. 

With this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an allegation of 
sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against John Keough. The terms of this 
investigation are spelled out in the decree. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

l< 2,,. ,{? ~ )<11ud4-
Ecclesiastical Notary 

sqr:sz;;~ 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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• 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Professional Conduct Administrative Committee 

tJf 
Laura Neri Palominf. Administrative Assistant FROM: 

DATE: September 19, 2002 

Post Office Box 1979 . 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

RE: [PFR-120) Rev. Jack Keough in an Allegation made by 

Thank you. 

Attachment 

A/PC.AC Notification Memo 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Members absent: 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, September 20, 2003- 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINJJTES 

Non-members present: ~ . ~ 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [P~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - Au st 16, 2003 
• - In regards to-Keou matter, Review Board recommends that PRA determine 

Date of Ordination o r. mentioned in allegation in 
attempts to locate Fr. Doyle; Board also recommends that PRA contact the former Fr. 
Keough in attempts to locate Fr. .. 

II. Monitoring Protocols 

• 

• The Board expressed their concerns with the validity of the Individual Specific 
Protocol [ISP] forms when they are verbally agreed to and not signed 

• In regards to the ISP, a suggestion that a line be added on the ISP, "A signature on 
this form does not indicate guilt. It indicates the agreement to comply with 
protocols." --or something similar 
• Board then recommended that all men be presented with ISPs again with 

aforementioned "disclaimer" 
• Also suggested men be notified of possible financial consequences that may result 

in not signing/complying with ISP 
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MINlITES 
September 20, 2003 
Page2 

• The Board suggested the need for consequences for those men who are under the ISP 
and are not adhering to all requests [ie. refuse to sign ISP or refusal to complete the 
Daily Log forms 
• Suggested consequences 

• Reduction in monthly salary 
• Archdiocese would not pay for car insurance 

• The Board expressed their concerns with the performance of Fr. Anthony Talarico as 
the monitor at Mundelein 

• The Board expressed their great concern with the monitoring at Mundelein 
• Suggested that Pat O'Malley monitor 
• Suggested that Ted Jakubowski monitor 

• The Board suggested to PRA that all monitoring information be brought to their 
attention for review on a quarterly basis 

• Violations of monitoring protocols need to be brought to the Board as an agenda item 
• Board is interested in information as to how Vicar for Priests initiate monitoring 
• Board recommended that monitors be "trained" prior to providing monitoring of those 

removed from ministry [i.e. a checklist provided to monitors of things to be aware of] 
• Board recommended that monitors have specific qualifications 
• Board recommended that monitors participate in Safe EnvironmentNirtus training 

[as per Jan Slattel)', training sessions are scheduled for November 13, 14, and 
15•b1 

ill. Review of August 16, 2003 Board Meeting recommendations 

IV. Informal update on matters in Office of Professional Responsibility 

• 
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JV. Case Reviews 

A. 

B. 

MJNUTES 
September 20, 2003 
Page3 

AOC 017093 



c. 

Review for Cause 

D. 

Second Stage Review 

D. 

F. 

Next scheduled meeting is October 18, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

MINUTES 
Septembec 20, 2003 
Page4 

AOC 017094 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-120 

From: Review Board Minutes 

Re: Keough, Jo~ 

Date: September 20, 2003 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

@~ sm original documsni ~rnm the mes o~ 
~~~~~~ Of ~RO~ESSIONAl ~~~~~N~~~~unr 

AAC~DIOCESE O~ ~~~~AG~ 
lfhis is ai ll'ed iinet sReimjpi 

DO NOl COIPV 

A Summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on 
September 20, 2003: 

The Review Board recommends that PRA determine Date of Ordination of Fr. -
mentioned in allegation in attempts to locate Fr. - Board also recommends 
that PRA contact the former Fr. Keough in attempts to locate Fr.-
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• ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

September 24, 2003 

Dear Mr. Keough, 

COPY 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

I apologize for the oversight in neglecting to forward you a copy of the enclosed report. I 
have already forwarded a copy to your attorney, Patrick Reardon. 

Please feel free to contact me with any other questions or concerns at (312] 751-5205. 

s~c;})ly, 

'Ttt.aiJfiu (JJ;.tJ1ia/l1 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Ad · 

Enclosure 
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• ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

October 9, 2003 

Dear Mr. Keough, 

Pursuant to your request for additional information regarding the allegation of sexual 
misconduct made against you by I reviewed the file and noted that on 
June 27, 2003 your attorney Patrick Reardon indicated your decision to decline 
participation in our process involving Ms. - allegation. For this reason, I am 
unable to provide you with any further information. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at [312] 751-5205 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Attorney 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, October 18, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Members absent: 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - September 20, 2003 

Il. Review of September 20, 2003 Board Meeting recommendations 

Ill. Case Reviews 

Review for Cause 
B. In the Matter of John Keough [Resigned 1982} - PFR-120 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause regarding the~ 
••• The cJaim is as follows: :frequent visits to the rectory b~. Included 
sitting on John Keough's lap, being fondled and kissed by John Keough, later John 
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c. 

Keo 
whe 

MINUTES 
October 18, 2003 
Page2 

her clothes off and escalated to sexual intercourse 
was high school age and older. 

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommended that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that the alleged misconduct occmred. If Joe Doyle contact infunnation is easily 
assessable, Review Board recommends PRA attempt to speak with h~

allegation against John Keough. If PRA is unable to con~ Review 
Board recommends is not necessary to continue a search for him. 

IV. Other Matters 
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E. 

F. 

MINUTES 
October 18, 2003 
Page 3 
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G. 

Next scheduled meeting is November 15, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kacz.orowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Tho~ Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

MINUTES 
October 18, 2003 
Page4 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, October 18, 2003-9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - September 20, 2003 

II. Case Reviews 

Initial Review: 
A 

Review for Cause: 
R In the Matter of John Keough (Resigned 1982) - PFR-120 

• Allegation made b~ 

C. 

ID. Other Matters 

D. 

E. 

F. 

The nexJ scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, November 15, 2003 
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.".CHDIOCESE OF CHICAGC9 
---------------- ------------------.,,:~ 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on _O,..,...c_:JO __ ~~-----'-~""t---UJ~tJ_2-__ to conduct a(n) 
(enter date: mont~daylyear) 

eview D Status Report (check one:J D Initial Review ~e . 
regarding the allegation of ___ _ 

'/(,CA. nter name o ccused priest or deacon) _". \. 

~riest of the Archdiocese of Chicago D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago ' (check one:) 

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ___________ _ 
(enter name of [Arch}diocese) 

D a religious priest or deacon of------------------
(enter name of religious community) 

D a resigned priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

D a deceased priest or deacon of _________________ _ 

which claims as follows: fY. ~ 'V 1<6\ 

orr 1V\~ciOwY~ 
Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

otW 
Wit~ CVl 

(check one:) D the information at least seems to be true of an offense. 

(check one:) 

D the information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed. 

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that 

D the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. 
D the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry. 
D the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) ~ere is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
Where is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 

(check one:) 

D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 

rchdiocesan policies and procedures. 
o further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
o provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

The Board further recommends: \AN\(}NltYY\A)(,{;; lo- 0 'yfl).'Z()VJc?J?k 
(fMAY, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Assistance Ministry 

October 21, 2003 

Cardinal Francis George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8267 
(312) 751-8307 (Fax) 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on October 18, 
2003 and conducted a Review for Cause regarding allegation of sexual 
misconduct against John Keough [Resigned] pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review 
Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board recommended that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged 
misconduct occurred. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Ad 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

RECEIVED 

OCT 2 4 2003 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

MEMORANDUM 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

COPY 
To: File - PFR-120 of an original document from the files of 

From; Review Board Minutes 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
This is a red ink stamp! 

DO NOT COPY 
Re: Keough, John (Resigned) 

Date: October 24, 2003 

A Summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on 
October 18, 2003: 

The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause regarding the allegation o The 
claim is as follows: frequent visits to the rectory by Included sitting on John 
Keough's lap, being fondled and kissed by John Keough, later John Keough touching -
with her clothes off and escalated to sexual intercourse whe~ was high~ 
older. 

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommended that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the 
alleged misconduct occurred. If-contact information is easily assessable, Review Board 
recommends PRA attempt to speak with him regarding~egation against John 
Keough. If PRA is unable to contact -· Review Board recommends is not necessary to 
continue a search for him. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

October 28, 2003 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of October 23, 2003 in 
response to your letter of October 21, 2003, regarding the matter of John Keough, a priest 
ordained for the Archdiocese of Chicago who resigned from active ministry many years ago, and 
the allegations of sexual misconduct that were made against him by I 
understand that a Review for Cause was conducted by the Review Board on October 18, 2003. 

I accept the Review Board's determination that there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
John Keough engaged in acts of sexual misconduct with a minor. Since he is no longer 
exercising ministry in the name of the Church, there are no further restrictions that can be placed 
upon his ministry. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

G?f~,. 12~~cf 4~~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~CJ_:t,h 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister ~ ~ (C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor n 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services U 

. NOV = &l 2003 U• 

:· .... ...__--::="'"""",,...,,___, 
OFFICE or THE --J 
CH/1NCELLOR 

AOC 017106 



ARCHDIOCESL OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1 979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

November 11, 2003 

Mr. John Keough 

Dear Mr. Keough, 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibil~d met on October 18, 
2003 and conducted a Review for Cause regarding-'s allegation of sexual 
misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104. 9 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's determination that there is reasonable cause to 
suspect that you engaged in acts of sexual misconduct with a minor. Due to the fact that 
you are resigned from the priesthood, there is no further action to be taken against you at 
this time. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at the 
Vicars for Priests office at [312] 642-1837. 

l
. ly, 

1 

1 n I 
aM/ltW!t()W~· 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Admini trato.~ 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Attorney 
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ARCHOla=ESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

November 11, 2003 

Dear Ms.-, 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on October 18, 
2003 and conducted a Review for Cause regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct 
against John Keough pursuant to Article 1104.9 of the Review Process for Continuation 
of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's determination that there is reasonable cause to 
suspect that John Keough engaged in acts of sexual misconduct with a minor. Due to the 
fact that John Keough is resigned from the priesthood, there is no further action to be 
taken against him at this time. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the 
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at 
[312] 751-8267. 

Sine ely, 

I. d:J//lll())NJ~~.,,1 
L ah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Adm· istrat r 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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, 
PATRICK G. REARDON 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR PJ LAW 

SUITE 1938 

RECEIVED 

NOV 1 7 ;nrn 
ARCHDIOCESE DF CHICAGO 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO. IWNOIS 60601 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

AREA CODE 312 

372-5716 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

Novemberl3, 2003 

I am in receipt of the copy of your recent letter to Mr. John Keough. I am writing to 
convey Mr. Keough's strong desire that neither his name nor his location be published to anyone 
by any agency of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Of course the Professional Responsibility Board may make determinations and conclusions 
for its private purposes, based upon whatever criteria it wishes. Nevertheless, a public declaration 
repeating and purporting to confirm an erroneous accusation would amount to defamation, 
particularly if accompanied by information identifying and locating the slandered individual. 

I realize that such release information is neither the practice nor the desire of the 
Professional Responsibility Board or its agents. I assure you I write this letter only because other 
agencies have allowed my clients' name to appear in news stories discussing settlements of 
pending or threatened litigation, despite the fact that there has been no judicial determination of 
wrongdoing by my client. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Patrick G. Reardon 

•• ,·· • r •· '- r. _·: . . .. ' . ~ ) 

: ; ~-. 
¥0 '• 

PGR:ms .• · ..... , 

Cc: John Keough 

........... ....... ····· . . ';: ··.··: . 
•' / • r1 •. 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

DECLARATION 

Post Office Box 1979 
O.icago, Illinois 60690-1979 

IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY. AMEN 

( 1) Whereas John J. Keough, born o as ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago on May l, 1952 at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary, Mundelein, Illinois, and 

(2) Whereas he left the active ministry in 1981, and contrary to Canon 274, §2, he has shown no 
inclination whatsoever to return to the active ministry, and 

(3) Whereas he has attempted marriage, thus incurring the latae sententiae suspension from all acts of the 
power of orders, as well as the power of governance, in accord with Canons 1333, §I and 1394, § 1 of 
the Code of Canon Law, and 

(4) Whereas, in virtue of Canon 1044, § 1, 3°, he is irregular for the exercise of orders already received, 

I, Francis Cardinal George, O.M.l., by the grace of God and the Apostolic See, Archbishop of 
Chicago, do hereby state that John J. Keough ipso facto has incurred the penalty of suspension and is 
irregular for the exercise of orders, and therefore declare: 

a) that John J. Keough has no authorization whatsoever to act as an agent of this Archdiocese; 
b) that he is no longer affiliated as a priest in any way with the Archdiocese of Chicago; 
c) that he should not represent himself as a Roman Catholic priest with canonical faculties, nor 

should he present himself as a 'Catholic priest in good standing'; 
d) that the Archdiocese does not consider itself in any way responsible for the activities of John 

J. Keough, and 
e) that this Archdiocese should not be held liable for any scandal or harm to souls that he might 

cause. 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

February 9, 2005 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dec~mber 29, 2007 

Mr. JohnJ. Keough 

Dear Mr. Keough: 

When you left active ministry in 1982, it was with the understanding that at some point 
you would seek a dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state, also known as 
laicization. Since that time, you have not done so. Since laicization is the only way that a priest 
can leave the clerical state, it is important that you take this step to clarify your status in the 
Church. 

For priests accused of sexual misconduct with a minor, there are two options available 
from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. In the first option, the priest himself can 
write a letter to the Holy Father, requesting a dispensation from the obligations of the clerical 
state. In the second option, the priest's bishop asks the Holy Father to dismiss the priest from the 
clerical state ex officio. Before making his request to the Holy Father, the bishop must invite the 
priest to petition for laicization on his own. 

For your own good and the good of the Church, I am asking you to make this petition 
voluntarily. If you wish to do so, you should address your letter to the Holy Father, requesting a 
dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state. The letter does not need to be an 
acknowledgment of guilt, but it should express sorrow for the pain your actions may have caused 
the Church. It should acknowledge that since Church law for the United States prohibits you 
from exercising priestly ministry, you are asking to be dispensed from the clerical obligations 
that you can no longer fulfill. The letter need not be longer than a page in length, and should be 
dated and signed by you. You can send the letter to: Deacon Daniel G. Welter, Metropolitan 
Tribunal, 15 5 East Superior Street, Chicago, IL 60611. 

If I do not hear from you within one month of the date of this letter, I will presume that 
you are not willing to petition the Holy Father on your own, and I will proceed with my petition 
to have you dismissed from the clerical state. 

Should you wish to discuss this further, you can contact Father Patrick Lagges at 
312.751.8384. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

-:f..-:~h 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

1 .. 

• f 1 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for Canonical Services 835 N. Rush St. 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D., Vicar 
Phone: (312) 534-8384 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

e-mail: plagges@archchicago.org Fax: (312) 534-8314 

Rev. William V anecko 
St. Kilian Parish 
8725 S. May St. 
Chicago, IL 60620-3449 

Dear Bill: 

I am writing to let you know that the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
has notified me that the Holy Father has granted a dispensation from the 
obligations of the clerical state to a man who was baptized at St. Kilian Parish. 

On November 21, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI dispensed John Joseph Keough 
~of the clerical state. Jack was born on June 28, 1926 to 
- and . He was baptized at St. Kilian Parish on 
July 11, 1926. 

I would appreciate it if you would make a notation of this dispensation in your 
baptismal register next to the notation about Jack's ordination. Please include the 
Protocol Number P.N. 309/2008 next to the notation. 

If you have any questions about this, please feel free to call me. 

Fraternally, 

(Rev.) Patrick R. Lagges 
Vicar for Canonical Services 

AOC 017112 



PAGES INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

AOC 017113-AOC 017114 



Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card 

John Joseph Keough Born - Ordained 05/01/1952 Died Ethnicity 

Assignment Position Begin Date End Date 

St Justin the Martyr Parish (71 st St) Assistant Pastor 07/08/1952 07/06/1960 

Our Lady of Hope Parish (Rosemont) Assistant Pastor 07 /06/1960 06/30/1965 

St Frances of Rorne Parish (Cicero) Assistant Pastor 06/30/1965 11/15/1981 

O'Hare Airport Chapel Chaplain 10/30/1967 11/15/1981 

On Leave 11/15/1981 05/15/1982 

Laicized 11/21/2008 

Extraordinary 
Appointments: 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for Canonical Services 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D 
Phone: (312) 751-8384 
e-mail: plagges@archchicago.org f

~~~~~~~~~~~~lS-SE-.-Su-~-ri-or~St. 

. '··. - . Chicago. Illinois 60611 

Fax: (312) 751-8314 

TO: 

FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Bishop Goedert 
Father Canary, Vicar General 
Father Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Father Donovan, Priests Placement Board 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Carol Fowler, Personnel Services 
Jan Slattery, Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Father Lagges "W 
Laicization 
20 February, 2009 

This is to inform you that Reverend John J. Keough, a priest ordained for the Archdiocese in 
1952, has received a dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state ("laicization") on 
November 21, 2008. 

He has been notified of this dispensation and has accepted the decree. Notification has also been 
sent to his place of baptism. 

Please make a note of this in your files. 

Thank you. 
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