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I think you should advise to tell the prospective groom
to strongly encourage his friead to talk to some priest he
can trust. There 1s a good chance the~young man 1s confused
about bis sexual orientarion because of the incident reported.
LIf the priest handles ic well, the young man could be halped
a great deal to be freed of his own semse of guilt in the
thing and reassured about his own orieatation. T have run
inta cases like this myself. 'The problem: 1€ che young mam
vera to ctalk co a professionsl counselor, that person may
Teport the accused priesc to civil amthoricies. I dou't thimk
you should say this to however. If you were ever to

be quoted abour iz, it would ba held against you ia say future
court case. -

I must say this raises the whole issue about ouce again
in my mind. In other wards, if there are cases going all

the way back to Little Flover, then I really think it important
that he be required to go for psychological assessmenr ar
this time. If there were ever trouble in the future, amd
it.turns out thers are a series of these incideors, the Church
would be held responsible in court. Recall that it doesa't
make any difference wherher we knew about it or mot. The
Prosecution's position would be that ve should have known
about it. This is what T an told by all tha experts I have
listened to on this subject in the past year. I think we
should sericusly comsider calling ~  in again, confronting
iim with this lacest bit of infortaviws, and saying because
af chese several chings, be simply msc go for psychological
assessmenc. He can be assured of the mettar baing handled
with the greacest confidentialicy. He can also be reassured -
that we are not interesred in turming up scuff Co prove him
guilty abour, but rather to imsure that we are handling oux
“espomsibilicies adequately, and chat he is indeed gerzing
che appropriare help to whacever extant he 1S fn need of it.

ion whecher I can 2ver Support an appointmenc
or withour checking chings out furcher.
e a0t be
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Unfortunately, we canmot say te - thar is actually
getting counseling about this. WNor can you tell that
you ¥now there were other accusations about . Ubviously,

you skould somehow or éther ask him to keep this matter con-—
fidential. Also, somehow or other, you nzed to assure’ him
that you will deal wich this informstion responsibly.



