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December 18, 1986

Offfceal -
The Acchbishap Rev. , S.P.. H.A., D.Min.
100 Eas: Bigntis Siraer Directar

Cincins Servants of the Paraclete

Jemez Springs, New Mexice 87025
- Deac Father -

| am writing in response to your request for a letter frem me
describing the difficulties which have hrought Father

> a priest of this Archdiocese, to the paint of needing
a renewal program such as that offered at Founda House.
| am more than willing ta do so, because I aw tonvinced that
he can profit a great deal fromthe opgartunity being .offered '
him at this time, if he will be open to it himself.

- S

Fr. ™ was ordained a priest In 1974. Most of the follawing
years uncil 1985, he sarved on the faculty of Elder High School |
an all boys dZocesan school. He served quite effectively thare,
much appreciated for his hard work, competsnt teaching, and
extra-cucriclar faculty responsibilities.

In the fall.Sf 1983, the priast prinéipal reported that he had
besn contacted by parents of at least two studests. They said
their sons had told them, slana with others, they had been ia~

volved in parties in fr. Private rooms at the rectory |
Of tha narish where he was in residence. During che parties, |
Fr. had them take off theii clothes and he touched their

genitals. On at least some of Chese occasioms, he had been P
driaking a good hT( and shared beer with them.

These sccusatians were brought to the 3tcention of Fr. by
-the. principal, in the presence of fr. . our Priests®
Personnel Director. Fr. admitted having boys in-his roods,
playing games with them in which the person losing a turn had to
take of F an article of clothing. He admitzed drinking beer, but
nOC to 2xcess. He admitted nothing further. Within a few weeks,
the same kind of reports were brought to the principal by savers
additional students.

the resl possibility of widespread scandal and possible

rm tc students, as weil as che resutation of the ‘schooi,
he Faculty and

He was strongly sdvisad reoeat=:
tie

He readily agreed.
ter into professional counseling.

0 the best of my knowledge.

AR~
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He was then assigned to 5!. Christopher Parish, hear Dayson,
Ohio, as Assaciate Pastor. “He and the pastor, Fr.

d known each other for some years and Fr. © was very pos-
I'tive:ahau: the chance to serve with him. While Fr. tras
expressed some copcerns about fFr. companioning ar juaior

high age boys, there have been no turther specific accusations -
of immoral behavior with boys while at St.. Christopher.

However, eariier this year a priest in another parish wrote ta
me that 3 yaung man he was preparing for marrlage told him that
a'very close friend of his was suffering emotionally because of

incidents some years aga with Fr. : They were described:

in much the same way as those allugea~iu above. [ shared the
letter with Fr. , with the permission of the priest wha
sent it Fr. responded that be did not do anything

which wauld explain the young man's emotianal disturbance.

0 April 27, 1984, Fr. was acrasted for OUI. He was red
quired by the court 'to participate in an aleohol education pro-
gram. Before and after this, Fr. said he had reasons d
believe that Fr. was drinkirg quite a lot privately in his

rooms.” Upan aur fnsistence, he submitted to an evaluation for
the disease of alcoholism, and was diagnozed as being alcahol
dependent. As a result, again at our insistence, he enrolled In
an Alcoho)] Treatmant Program- (30 day) ‘at Bethesda Basa Haspits
Cincinnati. However, he did not participste afterwards
ings or obtain an AA sponsar, etc. There sre continuing
signs that he is drinking to excess, accarding touFr.

He recently left a parish social event intoxicated anu iau mte

a fence along the road and damaged his car. This was the first
% incident of public intoxication in the presence of parishianers.

It is significant to note that Fr. . parish ministry has
been carried out with recognized competence and is much appreci
ted by the parishioners. Fr. though, has taken the posi-
tion that, since Fr. would not be needed, it would not be
appropciate for him to conuinue in kis assignment at St. Christo-
pher after the pragram at Foundstion House. Also, he has found

bhis experience with Fr. ta be very stressful to him per-

sonaily and he is fearfui o wiat may happen if he were to com
tinve there. Ar the same time, he wants to maintain theit friend-

ship and wauld always welcome Fr. * " a5 a guesc.
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! want ta thank you for accepting Fr. in your program.
I want him to have every possible apportunicy to resaive the
difficulties that have heen exhibited in his behawior. | will
doall | can to be of assistance to, him and to you and your
staff to that end. .

This. letter contains Information that could also be furnished

by the pertinsnt other persons, e:g., Fr. s Fra
Fe.. {High~School Principal),; and Fr.

. " ({Priestiy Formatien Directar). They nave bean
temseiueu o the' farmulation of this letter. ~ Unléss you re-

quest otherwide, ! will not ask them to write separately. If
they wers to be 50 requested, | am sure they would respond.
As per your assurance, |.am presuming: that yau or ane of your
staff will share this letter wich £r. = *-

Sincerely yours' in Christ,

Host Rev.
Archbishop of Cincinnati




