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’

1ifc in tAe emnlev @5 rhe Korthwestirn Stave Bank, St. Paul,
tinn. L have been in their sveady emoloy until the »resent
far the nast two vears ang three months #nd intend Lo continue
in this {ield of a banking career with them. I am very aaepy
and esntent with them and the -banking field. ¢ is $8r this

. wAESSE S
~easzon taat I nave liveld av tnree gifferent. Lit t he nast two and

one half yzars, ifter working at the pant for nige months I
degides that it wsuld ote better H56r me to leave vhe residence
of the Schmitz fanily and find an avartsent cloagser to mv nlace
of sm~loyment., This would also enable me td maks a more able
and true decision of waar my future course of way oF living
shonld be if T were living alone on my own. The Schmitz family
agreed with this decision. I still visit them often so thev are
alwsvs in contact with me. I then moved to 970 Reaney fve. in
3+, Paul which is located just two blocks froa the bank. I was
then able to wikk to and from work daily, I lived in a very
small apariment and found it suitable for wy purwose, However
L wap very fortunate o nave a friend 2t the bank who informed
me in Augnst,l972 that vhey knew aad elderly courls who wished

4aa

ts rert th2 unstairs of their duolex to 2 trustwerthw and

sa

i3 friend recoummented me to them, I met
this zounle and they were satisfied with me. I moved in there
a8t w7y nresert zddress, 1?9l G.lden Place, St. Faul, I live in
a breytsful, reaidential locale only A few ninuves from the
wanic., Inece, in orief sre a lew reasons for my different

e
A 5
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wlzces of residence., I intend to live at my nresent
address oermanently as I am very haony and content with
mv nevw hone.

I was oarn oo the 2nd day of Januvarv,1935 in East
Zyston, .a@ssachiusetis. sy parents are .r. Wdilliam J.

Parger and rs. Zlds Florepce (CGronni) Porter. Both my

marants are Roman Catholics in goed standing. I have one

older brother, William J. Porter,Jr. who also is & Roman
Catholic in good standing. I was baotized in the Roman
Catholic Church in early February,1935 at the varish of
St. “ary's,Star of the Sea in Zast Boston, “ass, T attended
3%, Marv's “tar of the Sea “lementary rfaroschial School for
eight years {1941 - 1948). I then attended Boston Collepe
High School under the direction of the Sogiaty of Jesus for
four yeara (1842 - 1952). The High School is lncated in
Dorchester, Masa, After graduation I then attended Boston
College under the direction of the Society of Jesus for
four years,(1952-1956), . I received my Batchelor of Arts
Degree in Mathgmatics., Upon graduation §2§§ Boston College
T entered the Seainary to study for the Diocese of Fall
Rlver, Mass,

Tt was during my final two years at Boston College that
1 first considersd any vossible vecation to the priegthood.
I am not sure what First promnged thié i@na ﬁrAconéideranion
except I was searching my mind trying te determine wﬁat I

intensed to do after I graduated from college. T reallized

[

’»,..-ﬁ-n,.——es

[ )
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that I had tc decide my furure vocation of 1life. I was
undecided whether I wanted o be a Math. teacher or go

into a2 businzss firm et¢., & priest friend of mine, Father
raul deCarrick of the Fall River Diocesge, wnho knew me for
quite a few years asked me if I ever thought of becoming a
nriest, ‘his took me by surorise but it actually starting
ma thinking more seriously. Im my own mind I was aware that
I was always concerned with the spiritual welfare of neovle,
Fr. Paul was aware of my way of life and my closeness to

the Churchand my abilities and ambitisns to help neodle. *e
informed me that X mightnossibly have a voeation to the
prizsthood and that I should av least give it some serious
thouznt., In the following year I did give this ouite a bit
of thought and the idea of the oriesthood annealed to ms
more and more. L became more convinced that with nmy desire
to assist people to become claser to Hod that I should
pursue the priestly life. During this time I became lass
interested in my Math. career, I informed Fr. Paul MeCarrick
about my fedlings and together we¢ agreed to arrange for an
interview with Bishop James L. Connolly of the Fall River
Diocese. Bishoo Connolly was in nged of nriests. {fter the
interview T decided to enter the Seminary under the Séﬁﬁfﬁiks
of Bishoo Connolly tc¢ determine if I .did have a vocation. I
informed my parents of my decision and they seemed very ‘

nleasad and elated with ny dscision. Thew did noT vressure

] 4

.
7 S
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four vears. I bhink that I was now seeking sseurity and

Page rfive ( cont, )

me into any decision. My father was very objective minded -
sn this entire affair. fe made it very clear to me that L
was under no oblization to accept the oriesthood ir I
thsught it was not my vocation. After I entered the
Seminary I did notice that my mother was completely
sonvinced in her own mind that this is what I was to be,

T knew she would be heart-broken if I ever decided %o

lsave the Seminary. In my own mind I did nol wanmt to
disappoint her as she was so proud to think that her son
was going to be a priest. Myself ,I never wanted to adait
failure in anytiing and I truly believe that this heloed

me to conmtinue seeking the priestly vocaticn even 1f I

ever doubted that I should continue. I did not want to
disaveoint my mother and relatives., I am not using this as
an excuse out just giving you my mental attitude. I did
believe that as I continued my studies for the priesthoocd
thet I was doing right and should become a priest, I had

my doubts at times but I convinced myself that I should be
ordained to the priesthood and could do a good job. However
1 must admit that I econvinced myself of this vocation being

aasure now of the lay life after being away from it ege for

afraid to adait that I was unsecure about life if I decided
«n leave ths seminarvy. I nsver confided my feelings to any-
one as I was always ashamed to have anyone think that I had

m

any weaknessed. This Tault hurt me a great deal in my
priestly life also,{the inability to confide in anyone less
thev think less of me.|

—
%
8 g g
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fage 5ix ( cont. )

tven in the course of my nriestly life I never did confide
in any of my friends except when forced to because ny failures
became known. I was always ashamed of my failure and wanted to
sorrect it but would never take the necessary neans to do so
by consulting and discussing my feelings with even my closest
aseociatese Again I was ashawmed to discuss my faults and
inadequacies, RKnowing of my faults I became very self-conscious
and hardly ever associated with my fellow clergymen. I always
sought the companionsnip of lay people and felt comfortable with
them realizing they didn't know of my main nroblem. I felt more
accesred in my own mind by them,

T entered the seminary in 1956. I spent four years at
58, Mary's Theeological Seminary, Roland FPark, Baltimore,Md,,
taugnt by the Fathers of St. Sulpice. I studied for the Diocese
of Fall River,iass. I was oprdained to the Holy Priesthood on
Aoril,2,1960 by Bishop James L. Connolly D.D., in the Cathedral
st Fall River, Mass. I was first assigned to St, Mary's Parish
Ko. Attleboro, Mass. I remained there for about 33 years,until
it bscame necessary for the Bishop to transfer me because of my
failure to live up to nmy priestly responsibilities, It became
linovn and reported to Bishop Connclly that I had become: homo-
sexually involved with some of the youtﬂ of the parish. ™is
nossibiy came about due to’tbe fac§ that I alwayslésgééigted
with wne wouth of the parish. I was always very athletically
inclined and therefore directed all the sworts orograms of the
rarish. I realized that I was somewhat of an ideal of tha
children and this was very comforting to me, Pange I always

sougat to be in their nresence as it made me Teel wanted and

-,' 3 9 L]
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needed. Bishem Connollly decided to send me home to my
family for a short while until the scandal of this affair
died dovm. v Ifriends an: rilstives athome thought that I
was at home f{or & nesced rest due to overwork 2and exhaustion.
L short tire luwer Bisnop Connolly gave me another chance
and assigned me vo Sacrec “eart Parish in Fall River, I
can't reccllect much about my stay there excevt that after
a short time I again fell into the same situavion that
plagued me in Not Attleboro, The reason for my voor recollect-
fon is that I was sent to a hospital where I was given Shock
Treatments. Dr. Norris Flanagan, a recognized Fsychiatrist
committed me to his own srivate hospital in Wellesley, iass.
The name of the hospital is the %iswall Hostital where I
was treated for about six to nine months. I never really
knew that I was there until my time of release when I was
entrusted to the care of my parents. I remained at their
home for about six months as an put-patienv of Dr, Flanagan.
I had weekly consultation with him at his hosovital, When he
thought I was ready to be given another chance he informed
Bishor “Yonnolly. The Bishon then assigned me to St. James
Parish in New Bedford, Mass. I remained there for about one
year but. agaio I ramr into the same &ifficulcy. Again I was
renorted to the Bishor for mal-conduct. Hecalled me in and
decided to suspend me, I came home once again to live with my
parents. I never wanted (o discuss my situation with any one

even the clerezy., I was too selfl comscious and ashamed. I
BY

e

10 &

- v Ed
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Page Eight ( cont.)

neyer wanted U3 discuss or talk with anyone about the

nast yeoars or acguaintances because of my lavse of
recollection due To MY Shoek Treatments. I didn't want
anyone %5 inow ThaT I had them. Hence I was alwave very
nervous and jumpy and never at ease. T was afraid <o

admit to myself or anyone else that I was not worthy of

the priesthood yet upwilling to outwardly admit defleat.
Rishon Connolly had suggestad laicization to me as a
solution but I just wouldn't accept that, I was toc nroud.
T really think I was afraid vo face reality and the fact
that I would have To nut myself out to seek a new way of
1ife. I feat unsscure and not nrepared to face the lay life
after tnese years in the nriesthood. + was now using the
priesthood as & crutch and shield to protect me from harm.
Wy nind was a jumble as I fully realized that I had brought
great spiritual harm to many good Christians,much disgrace
to the vriesthood and the “hurch and mostly great sciritual
harm to mysell. ggt I refused to listen to any advice that
even suggested that I seek laicization.

While living at home after this last New Bedford
affair, Monsignor Sexton of 3t. Patrick's Yarish, Stoneham
Mass, where my parents live decided to try to help me gev
back on my feet agéin by letting me celebrate the Holy
cacrifice of the w#lass in his parish and assist on Sundays.
However during this time I again fell and the incidents were
reported to Monsignor Sexton with the demand that something
ba done apout it. He had me confer with one of his assistant
oriests, Fr. Paul Shanley. Fr. Fanul insisted that I seek the

aid and assistance ol the Servanis of the Paraclete,ar Via

oty
12 o 1
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went to Via Coeli, I was greeted there by Fether William

Swanson, the Surerior of the .onastery. I consulted with

i
Q0.

him and on his advice arraze

2

,25 12 their nolicy, to have

b

a4 comnlete shysical exam, I toog the exam from a doctsr in

Albucuercue and the results after extensive tests were that

I was in exeellent health, I then made arrangements to meet
with an avproved and recognized nsvehiatrist, T then was
vlaced under his guidance and care for a veriod of at least
six menths, The vsychiatrist was Dr, John MeCarthv,located

at the "inrock Medical Plaza, “uite 372, »lbuguercue, H.Vex.

He ther informed the suverior at Via Coeli tha® I should be
given weeZend assigments to try to get me back on my way.,

This all took olace in 1947 - 1968, 4s I anpeared to oe doing
wall they decided te lev me have more assignments,morse sften
and for longer neriods of time. I was then offered by Bishon
Green of Las Vegas, Havada ts ¢ome to his Diccese and nradtice
again. I was assigned to St. Christopher's “arish in Las Vesas,
In a short time I ran into the same difficulties as before. I
associated with the youth and in 2 very short time fell again,

I conferred with another recognized psychiatrist, Dr. Robers
Buclkley, 2020 ¥, Charleston, Las Yegas, tevada. He is i Tine
Catholic and after discussing my groblem suggested that I should
se€eq laluization. He was convinced that the nriesthoad was
detrimental to my condition and actpally making it voo easy for
me to gt mrsell inve difficilty. I did not want to sdmit this
even o aysell so I returned to Via Coeli. Fr. Jdohn Feit,ss-, wa:
now the surerior, After stayving there awnile I was then cssigned
to aseist as 2 chanlain at St. Ann's Hosmital in Truth or

Consecusnces, Lew Sexice. T assisted there and 2lsn &t the narish

SR

. 12
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rage Ten ( cont. ) .

sf .ur Badv of rerpetual Heln. Here again in & verv short
time I fell amain. The enly wysblem wis whET The vastor did
mot rewort this to Via Soeli but zave iden the excuse tnat
I was not reeded there any longer as he, the nastor would
not pe xaing on vacation and taere would =¢ no need of any

£ Via Coell asked

[B]

extrs assisvance, VWith this the superior
me if I would go to Nevis, Minnesdta to Jur sady of the
Snows, ansther monastery of the Ser ants ¢f the Faraclete

ts> #5sist them on weekend work at thev desnerately needed

2 ~riest ts helw them, I accented ang i mrdiatelv went there.
T smert tne suwmsr nf 1670 there assistins &t varinsus
narishes, i linz in where thev needed & ~riest. s the

sunmer was coming to & close Bisno~ Olern of the Diocese »f
Croaksuton, Jinn. reonested that - siav in »innesots and
ass’sst aiw in ske of his narishes as an sssistent nriest.

I accented and he assigned me to ¥t. iailin's farish in
Bemidj., Jinn, I remained there fsr one vear vefare it becane
knovm thzt T acain was havinr the same -~roblem, I was ne ving
this nrobles but it was not kaown b apr if the Fughorities
antil Sent.107C., I was asked ov the -uftsr to leave until
thinre covled =~ff and go to vhe naracletes for help, I then
went to £t. lchael's House of Srudies 1328 sanle Drive,

S -~
v

the “eyrvznis »f

(V)

Junset iills, issauri under the Zireci R
che “araclete. There I consultes with Fr, Fred Sennett.ssn,

: recconizen ngwnnlitrist gnc alTeér LN&rATT ANR vests b nidnm

was defipizelv told thet the rrigsinscy was at tae rodt of ny
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aainly oecauss tiaer wanted o know my invenvicns as

in w93itian now to move un in the tankineg field cue 9 1he

=ucc:i 85 L have had with them. I now have 2 chance o advance

angd cince I am now convinesd that this is ner vocation I

wigh tn Texe advantite oo tAsse onnortunitss &3 thay

nresent tnesselves, All are verr »leased at my ficisisn

284 as I stated before s2¢ nothing wrong in being ables o

wake such 8 dacision. I am very hapoy in ny new way of life

wmainly because I like very much what I an doiny out nore

Lunortant because I have gained back my confidence and self-

resnect. 3ver gince I was force vo admit to wmysell tnat I

was using the nriesthood a3 & protection and &s & heans to

fsster my sickmess I bpegen to face reality, In the »ast two

znd one half years T have not fallen To my wvrevioas tem-tations
. sven though the inclinations are always there. I realize thas

I in no way az & layman can suceumb £5 them withous serisus

CHHSEGUeNCE. 4158 I 20 net have the sang snworeusitiss zasi v

acecesgable to be &round t he youth moét sf”tﬁe Tice and tals

i5 & ~reat asln to me to avsid the siswsvions. .7 gutirs

nebliss have zone throug

jon]

2 very beneficial adjustaint, I now

asznciate with neonle ny oWwn age either £rom vork or the
' comaanity, I am able without fear of leaving dutics unatiendzd
2o %o events(social, athletic,cdusctionsl etc,) av will,
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D have mowestablicsned nve sell
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«ith all o accuainvances &s & lawman, I am a memyir of the

(o -apd standing and Enownt to 21l asoa canier no
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sinmle,and 4 «oman Catholie in 3509 svarding., I avtend

¢ o3l dnerifice of the cass cach 3Snday and réceivs oly
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Ssmmunisn recularly, In gverronest eves 1 ad {n unlon wis
zhe Holy See,

T have done very well in the field of bankinz and am
yery aanny and contént in this new gndeavor and way of 1ie.
L mav: a resnecsable rositisa and if everything conninues LY
~n a3 iu nés I should be Aeiiing & rramosion in the near
fpture. T have had thres ~romotions in the nust tw) vears.
iv ~rasent I am e Lencing vfficer in the Installuent Losn
Demzrtment. I as alss regnonsible For the collection af
delinquent lLeans in sur Cregit Devariment, slso ~apt ol my
auties includes seeinz daily that sur Loan Jenartment is
iy ~erfeet balance with the General Gontrnl bedgers of the
Sapk. D'rior ty this I was a Teller, had charge of 211l the
aain in tne bank oag oa teller, I alsn was fn the ponyigEenin-

Iy

derartuent of .hy bank, élsa T was in charoe o7 LABR New CWTE

cacl area, I have nzld s9is wosivion for twn years. Tais
smmr wmst Ton o oup hwenoore opepentnsive (o gt an, Ul
area. 1 oam meoseonzible then far all tar «dusational, gneind
ape wigwernisnal nenirivics ¢ yanased Be Tony AR rorm
fnasiecws of Sunzin-, [ ohave Leen infarurd that thsy odish
shre T WY amewie o e gt Car oon oaran Foeshoy
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* orpogivad al®0 orade and soiedly IOojust entcleckd ihe

supga of "inalwning Tinancial Statemenuts U vhers

T2

a3 orade ofVAM, I 4id emesedirtle well in Thesy taree
gnuress and inteond T2 riag mpre tals csnming seester, The
pans k3 Tar - oesducation sad gncouraves v taxine pAY TG
z:¢ of 2l) the courses svailaeble. dhev nay even sénd ne
Ty Jadison sizoomsin to sanking Scasel for 2ore courses
sasnssyed by the .dnnesota Banking Association., This nast
sersor I was a2lss elected by St. Faul Banker's Goll Teawue,
esnsiating of 2ll the canks in the St Jaul Area, &s their
yesque ‘s Sgeretvarv-Treasurer. In wractical terms this reans
paat I am in connlete chapse of the beagne to insure 138
successful omeration for the 1973 season. I-an ir cherze of
the Treasury, Scasduling, nangicanning and =lannins »£ the
fauynament at the season's conclusion. I muss alss olsn and
wrige the Lea-ite “gnouec, fter this [ will auvoaatieally
ke avaointed as LEAzwe rregident for the 1374 seasan,  Tals
vsn 4 brisf suosmnry of oy Lifs and zweeets in
(A2 sancine fixld. You wan s that I an vers suncisalul end
very ha=-ny in =v new state of life with zreau monzs for vhe

future
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488t %o che mrerany esnecizlly Tog 1last two and aps hal?
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reavn of @0 Life 3 & lovsan cstablined in & Lanides

gareer uhat mv onundle reouest to e laicized iz a versy
lozical and vrsssonable re¢uest. .3 vou can see I hive

ziven tiils an enornous ansunt of thought and consideraction.
T have bheen very careful not Lo ’ct in haste as ton much

is at stake., X esvecially took into consideration wnat I
geen to be the ..ost ilarortant asnect of my life,tazs is,

7 s~iritual ~ellare. o matter what vecatisn I chnoss in

e

1ife iy must b2 1o haroony with the betterment of ov
sniriteal life and the effcet 1t will have on all I enme
inte contaet with. iAs a i*yman leadinz a e» nornzl Chriss-
imn life and setuing a good exsmas examnle I firmlv believe
that I am bringing greater nonor and glory tn Yod and Ris
Church. As a banker I am in 3 very respected nrofession in
the community and looxed up to, I have galned back mv self
resnect as & man and a2 hunen bsing and this encourates me
o continus as such, £ take oride now in 21l that I do and

am very havny in this new way of life, As L said esrlier I

2

have not run into my vrevious difficultv of wrong relatinns
with youth of the sams seéx even thougn I realize I will
always nave the inclination nresent. In the lay 1if: I find

>

zut nf necessity that T must come wita the ~roblea or suffexr

»

serisug conssquences, I now not only 8&sk LUt enjov the

cnumanionghin of neople nv ovn age «f both sexes. 1 no lonser
assneiate with the vouth ar £ am to9o wreocacuinied with uy
rrofession and astane of life. I have rade innumsrable fricnds

&ne gecgquainvances in the baniing field and in vhe gommunity.
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T have &lso tnese =23T Lwo years dated many girls in an

affort to determine i7 I could truly agjust o lay life.
T have enjoyed the social relationshivs of the ornssite

by taking them dining,dancing,movies etc, 4+ believe Shis

1985y

tisns.

has n2lwed tremendously o overcome mr oiher Inclin

[\}3

o

T have not dated ant zirl seriously until recently in the
rast counls months, I take this girl out once each wesk

ar every other week. Her name is iiss Joanne Swanson, age
26, single and » Roman Catholic in good Standing. She is

» very dedicated young lady who veaches retarded adults

2t the Dar Activity Center in St. Paul., I have metv her
narents and family who live in Hastinzs, Minn. and they
also are Catholics in good standing. She and her family
know that I was & vriest and have the Church's permission
and blessing ta be living the life of a layman in orger to
decide my futures vocation. They think like all the rest of
my friends and acguaintances tvhat this is wondzriul and
vereficial, Her parents have no objection to her dating me,
Jften before going dining and dancing we attend tae Holy
Sacrifice »f the «ass and Holy Uommunion together. ¥e have
a great deal ¢f resnect for each other and we leave it that
wag, T informsd her and she agreés that il we decide to cet
cerions and think of marriage in the future we would not
eansider or attemnt this step until first I receive vermission
Irem the roly See. She &nd all my friznds know thet I an
peuitioning for my release and they are all wighinz me the
very best. She hag given me nerrission to give you her name
and to state that she sees no reason why I would not be

allowed to become = layman. Everyone of my friends &t the

P 4 S o am e hoa cesmmeemamnm LA
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Magz Tightean | noant, )

{ cas not cversoress that The grantirg o m¥ reguest

to be released Sozm the reswonsibilities will have no
111 effeects on anv of the Catholic and nor-Catholic
seonle in mv community. aw I stress wnac I consider
very imnortant? Sveryone who knows nme in the community
has come to know me only as a layman,living the lay life
with the blessing of the Church. They all think this is
wonderful and rmrover. They e®é¢ exrect that whenever 1
make a final decision either to re-snter the vriescly
1ife cr chesse to remain a leyman shet the Church will
grant my reguest without hesitation. I em convineced vaat
they would be scandalized or horrified if the “hurch refused

»

my request for release. < think it would cause harm and
sussible inouiry why I could not be released. They would
nossibly susvect somebhing else was wrong with gy yeason
for living as 2 layman and it could possibly cast suspicion
on me. I am seeking bhis release as I stated before because
I firmly believe this is the solution for me to be able o
lead a meaningful Llife in the grace of Yod and Holy lMather
the Church. I kave a great love and resvect for the Church
and want to remain faithful to God in His Grace and I
titieve I can best assure this result by livng the lay life,
T therafere ask to be dispensed {rom the obligations of

the priestly state,including that of celibaey. I futhermore
mennd g2 %3 coanarate as fully a8 sosiible in 411 wae
conditions exonressed in the disnensation.

Fours in Christ,

James Bobery Porger .
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