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Re: Sexual LMQ olestarion of _hx Father Edward Pagueite

Dear Fred:

I i A iriorms us that
he was sexually abused by Father qerte (“Fr. Paquette™) a priest of the
Diocese of Fall River (“Diocese”). Mr. Jjnas suffered emotional, psychological
and physical anguish in the years since the commencement of the abuse, which form the
basis for his legal ¢Jaims against Fr. Paquette and the Dioéese as the facts below will

damonstrate,

This firm represents

Fr. Paquette sexually abused Mr. (i on 2 weekly basis for nearly thrée years
beginning in approximately early 1960 and ending in late 1962. In or about the Spring
of 1960 when Mr. (P was 10 years old, Fr. Paguente arrived at St. Kilian’s Parish
inn New Bedford; Massachusetts (*St. Kilian") where Mr. SRy and his family were
parishioners. Alhough Mr. Jl had been toid by Father Sharpe (the priest wha

& preceded Fr. Paguette at St. Killan's) that Mr oSl could not become an alsar boy
until Mr. QB reached the fifth grade, Fr. Paquette allowed Mr. A becom:
an altar boy immediately. Mr. QIR served Mass at St. Kilian's frequently, serving
urder the leadership of Fr. Paquette, During Mr. { s tepure as an altar boy, Fr-
Paquetts befriended Mr. (IR allowing Mr. special privileges and offering
vr. YEMpenidance and kindness. From a young age, Mr. TP had been taught
10 revere priests and Fr. Paquette was no exception, Over time, however, Mr, .
came to not only exalt Fr. Paquetie but to trust him implicitly. Eventually, Fr. Paquette
would destroy this trust by using his starus as 2 priest and honored servant of the Catholic
¢hurch and community to sexually exploit Mr. ) ' K

Several months afer hefriending Mr. SJNMM, Fr. Paquetts invited M. - ©
spend the-weskend with-him at Fr. Pagiiette’s Tamily home i Westfield; Massachusetts.
Mr. S recalls that they arrived late at night and immediately retired to separate
badrooms. Mr. dBESEER aiso recalls that Fr. Paquette’s parents were nof at home. Mr.
i avoke the next morning to find Fr. Pagueite, wearing only a T-shirt, in Mr.
el bed, kissing Mr. Sy and fondling Mr. GENENEEEE senitas. Fr. Paquettc
coerced Mr. dimmamtly to Tub Fr. Paguette’s penis and instructed Mz, JBERSER o8 how
to masturbats Fr. Paquette. During this incident, Fr. Paguette told Mr S to keep
his eyes closed. _ . . '
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- Massachusetts. On one occasion, Fr. Paguette took

closest to him. This shame has been présent iff
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in St

class at St. Kilian's Elementacy. School, to sexually assaul i

Paquette’s car. On most occasions, Fr. Paqueme would cog

masturbate Fr. Paquette and Fr, Baguere would kiss and fondle 7

the abuge, Fr. Paquette would tell at Fr. Paquene had 4 physical problem
iich ¢ . helnsca Wearing is hody warm with Fr. Paquette.

which could only he. helaggas N i
Fr. Pagusfc hat Fr. Paquette would lose his job if anyone found

Clearly, Fr. Paguette abused his power as 2 revered member of the religions community
10 exploil trust and vulnerability in order to satisfy his own wanton
M. heen significantly damaged by Fr. Paquetie’s violept and
abusive acts, as indicated most tangibly by bis inability to form trusting and lasting
i te rejarionships. This is exemplified most tragically by the fact that until last year,
was unable 10 tell anyone, not evep his wife, of the abuse he suffered at

e hands of Fr. Paquetre. The shage thak A
Paquette’s sexual abuse has forced

Moregver, since the molestation, Mr. as also experienced paranoia, loss of

faith, depression, low or no self-esteem, an inability t experience his smgrions and
serious and detrimental effects on his relationship with his wife, Mr..
valued lifetime relati in.The strain on this spousal retatjonship hag
upsetting to both Mr. his wife. Most significant-to Mr. Bis the fact

that he was 2 religious child and gince the abuse he has heen adrift in @ world void of
spirimality. '

Although these injuries have haunted Mr._‘ throughour his life, it was
approximately the Spring of 1994, while in therapy for depression, that Mr.
began to realize the causal connection between the sexual abuse he was forced to endure
as a child, and the profound and pervasive injury to his life.

Mr.-.h-as heegaieri and irreparably damaged Dy the sexual abuse perpetrated
by Fr. Paquette. Mr. demands compensation for his injuries which are causally

related to the sexual abuse perpetrated by Fr. Paguette and he is willing to settle all of
his claims for the amount of $500,000.00, an amount well within the range of settlement

for this type of case.
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&ll accusations of clerical sexual abuse of a minor to be brought to the attention of the
g ' iocal law enforcement authorities for investigation. Mr. so demands that the

Diocese notify each parish where Fr, Paguette served that Fr. Paquette is 4 pedophile a.nd
offer assistance to any and all victims that may come forward.

I have enclosed Tolling Agreements which 1 request that you execute as $oon as possible.
I iook forward to hearing from you about this matter,

Very truly yours,
Michael P. Flammia

/hba .
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