TO: Bp. Pelotte, S.S.S.

memo  CONFIDENTIAL
FR: Fr. O’Keefe
RE: Telephone Conversation with _

DT: 04/03/02, 11:10-11:53 am (mst) 2
(1)  Atthe request of Bp. Pelotte (transmitted orally via Deacon Timoteo), I telephoned [ this
~ morning and we talked for about 45 minutes. He seemed surprised and grateful for the call.
He told me that I had “been on his mind” for many years, but that he just “couldn’t approach

me” about his experience with JB because it was too embarrassing for him to talk about.

The only person he had ever talked to about his encounter with JB was a friend from
Springerville, I This man was a friend of llland on one occasion, when he had

had too much to drink, he recounted an episode in which he had been molested by JB. In
tesponse to this revelation, - shared his own experience with him. As{understand it, this

took place several years after both incidents. AM was emphatic in saying that this was the

only time he-ever mentioned his-own experience; until he-recently relayed it to his therapist:

2) I who presently resides in Columbus, Ohio, has worked as a computer programmer for

' for all but a few months
since the late 1970's. In December, 1997 he began getting psychological/psychiatric therapy
in Springfield, Ohio, to treat chronic depression. This therapy continued when he was
transferred to Columbus. He has been on medical sick leave from the since September,

2001, when he was hospitalized for eight days. In December, the psychiatrist prescribed two
anti-depressant medications (Zolton - sp? & Serazon - sp?), which caused “decompensated
liver damage™ (apparently akin to sclerosis of the liver). This condition is now so serious
that Il might need a liver transplant. He is scheduled for an appointment with a liver
specialist on April 8, 2002 to undergo blood tests, and may have to have a transplant
procedure done at the University of Pittsburgh in the near future. He has applied for
permanent disability retirement from Bank One, and is currently engaged in some type of
litigation with the bank over disability retirement & benefits. All of his medical expenses
to date have been covered by bank insurance - “Cobra” - which, however, is due to expire
at the end of June, 2002. Jlemphasized that - even though there is a history of sclerosis
in his family - his liver condition has not been caused by excessive drinking, but by the
prescribed medication.

(3)  With regard to the incident with JB, [Jstates that it happened in the summer of 1974,
- when he was 19 years old. He had met JB at the San Juan Fiestas in June, ‘74, and JB asked
him to meet him after work to discuss a possible job offer in his parish in “Thatcher.” [In
reality, at the time, JB was in some stage of transition from being pastor of Springerville to
being released for chaplain work in the Arizona State Prison system. He left Springerville
some time in the summer of 1974, but I’m not sure just when]. They were to go out to
dinner and then to a movie. [JJis still upset that a priest lied to him (by telling him he was
stationed in Thatcher) and that the movie they went to was “disgusting.” It was during the
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movie that the alleged molestation (consisting of fondling Ills genitals, unzipping his
pants and performing oral sex on him) took place. I believe [Jjjsaid it was an outdoor
movie, and that the molestation took place in JB’s car. On the way back to St. Johns, JB
attempted to pull the car over into a rest area, but llllinformed him that he did not want to
do anything more with him. When they arrived in St. Johns, JB told [l that he had a room
at a local motel and invited him to spend the night with him. -declmed This was the
fi rst and only encounter with JB.

(4)  Even though this happened almost 28 years ago,-claims that he still has a “vivid
- memory” as to the incident. He was too shocked, intimidated and embarrassed to offer any
resistence while the molestation was occurring, but definitely spurned JB’s offers to
continue the contact after the first incident. For many yearsilllillried to put this out of his
mind, only to have the memory persist. He felt the need to speak of it in light of the many
stories of alleged molestation by priests currently surfacing: “After hearing about this every

day, I had to call [sic] and get it out.”

(5) IEkemains a practicing Catholic (attending both Latin-rite and Byzantine-rite parishes in
Columbus). He gave no indication of wishing to hurt either JB or the Church, although he
was relieved when I informed him that JB no longer can function as a priest. There was no
indication (at least at this time) that he was seeking any kind of financial compensation. We
ended the conversation by my making a general offer to help him through prayer, and
counseling (via telephone) whenever he felt the need. He thanked me once again for the
call.
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Pincese of Tucson

CHANCERY OFFICE

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE
P.O. BOX 31
TUCSON, ARIZONA 85702

February 26, 1974

Rev. James M. Burns

Fort Grant Correctional Institution
Fopt Grant Rural Station

Willcox, Arizona 85643

Dear Father Burns:

I am happy to welcome you to the Diocese of Tucson and hereby
approve of your appointment as Chaplain at Fort Grant. I
officially extend to you the faculties of this Diocese, even
though though you already enjoy them as a priest of the Province
of Santa Fe. For canonical purposes, you are hereby appointed
Associate Pastor at Sacred Heart parish, Willcox, effective
February 26, 1974, Fort Grant is in the territory of the
Willcox parish.

From correspondence with _ Director, Department

of Correctiong, I understand that you will also be Chaplain to
the State Correctional Institution in the Safford area. Father
John M. Fahey, Pastor of St. Rose of Lima parish, Safford, is
Vicar of the Graham-Greenlee Vicariate, and is aware of the fact
that you will be chaplain to both institutions.

We are placing your name in our Diocesan mailing list so that

you will be kept informed of what is going on in the diocese.

Be assured that we are eager to make you welcome in every way

and to do all we can to make you feel at home with us. I look
forward to the opportunity of visiting with you if you get a
chance to come to Tucson. I want you to know that I am quite
willing to come to Fort Grant for any occasion at your invitation.
I am most grateful to you and to Bishop Hastrich for allowing

you to come to work in our diocese,

With an assurance of my prayers for the success of your priestly
ministry, and with my best personal wishes, I am

Very sincerely yours in Christ,

'

Most Rev. Francis J. Green, D.D.
Bishop of Tucson

FJG:gb /
cc: Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich

Rev. John M. Fahey
LA_2013_10 Re@unsJebn’ Debski

DOG.BURNS.00011



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000012



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000013



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000014



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000015



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000016



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000017



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000018



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000019



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000020



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000021



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000022



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000023



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000024



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000025



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000026



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000027



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000028



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000029



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000030



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000031



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000032



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000033



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000034



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000035



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000036



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000037



Saint Jnseph’'s Q’Lhurn:h

300 W. Hillview
Winslow, AZ 86047
(602) 289-2350

28 May 1987

Most Reverend Donald Pelotte
Bishop of Gallup

P.O. Box 1338

Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Dear Bishop,

I cannot tell you how much I appreciate your sincere and helpful advice which
I sought during this time of decision making. I am sorry if it appears that

I am ignoring the advice that you gave me but that is not the case. I weighed
your advice very much.

I did not choose Bloomfield because of the time element. There is no way we
could leave the projects we wish to start and go to Bloomfield by July 1, 1987.
I feel a strong alligence to the people of St. Joseph's and the projects that
must be accomplished. We at St. Joseph's have the largest parish with a church
that by all rights should structurly be condemned as unsafe. It would cost to
much and would probably be impossible to make it safe. To stop the projects,
today, would probably mean that the parish would not be moving toward a solution
for many more years which would be a terrible serious situation. I feel it
imperative that this be accomplished. I would feel freer to leave St. Joseph's
if T could think of a successor who had the desire or the willinaness or the
ability to carry this out. T am sorry to say that anyone w1th these capabilities
is alreadv happily employed or out of the Diocese.

Maybe in the future, God will see fit to have a Bloomfield or a similar assign-
ment available and we will be more prepared to ship on out of here.

Thank you once again. I value your advice very much.

Sincerely yours,

ames M. Burns
R, St. JOSEPH CHURCH

JB/1g
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Saint Joseph’' s Church

300 W. Hillview |
Winslow, AZ 86047 |
(602).289-2350

28. May 1987

Most Reverend Jerome J. Hastrich
Bishop of Gallup

P.O. Box 1338

Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Dear Bishop Hastrich,

All of the priest that I consulted with
adviced me to go to Bloomfield. So, I fiqured the solution was very
simple. I do believe that the Diocese of Gallup must send a working priest
to Bloomfield in order to set a good example for the Diocese and the men
since it is taking over a well run parish that has been in the hands of the
Franciscans since it began.

Yo

The more I prayed and considered the morerconfused I got. St. Joseph's
parish in Winslow in the past five years has continued to grow and it ap-
pears that many of the divisions within the;parish that have plagued it in
the past seem to be disappearing. We appedr to be working as a single
entity. Various programs, long range and short range, are moving along
on schedule and need to be continued. We are at a stage, today, where it
would be detrimental to change horses in the middle of the stream and thus
have some of our major projects come to a shandstill.

Therefore, at least for the present, I feel that I must continue in my
capacity as pastor of St. Joseph's. We have a very fine parish and we will
continue to see it grow.

Sincerely yours,

Fr. James M. Burns
PASTOR,  ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

JB/1lg
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SAINT MARYof the ANGELS

CATHOLIC CHURCH

P.O. Box 819
Pinetop, Arizona 85935

January 4, 1980

Most Reverend Jerome J. Hastrich, D.D.
Bishop of Gallup

Chancery

P. 0. Box 1338

Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Dear Bishop Hastrich:

Following our telephone conversation last night, and realizing that

at this late date we still have been unable to find a man to fill

in for me while I attend school in Mexico, and realizing the importance
of our programs during the Year of the Family, and the Lenten and

Holy Week and Easter Services, I.do here-by withdraw my request to
attend school in Mexico at this time. I feel, also, that the priest
who would come down here should be in residence a week or two before,
to understand the programs and running of a one man parish, and to
acquaint himself with the plant and the wood stove, etc.

While I feel that I still wish to attend school, and perhaps I can
be more prepared next year, I nevertheless feel that my obligation
to St. Mary of the Angels over-rides my desire to go to school.

Thanking you for your kind consideration for my request, and hoping
that with better preparation on my part in acquiring a priest for next
year, I wish you a very good pilgrimage. _

Sincerely Yours In Christ,

#@ﬁw 2 é’(&.fww

Father Jam . Burns
Pastor
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Thursday,
June 24, 1971

Most Reverend Jerome J. Hastrich,
Bishop of Gallup

Your Excellency,

The following information was obtained from three teenaged

boys of the Parish of St. Peters Catholic Church, in Springerville,
yesterday morning, while I was waiting for ‘

In summary, these Spanish boys related that the Pastor had
been absent since this past Sunday and was due to return as of
yesterday. The Pastor had made a trip with a teenage boy, to
Albuquerque, in a truck with the two motorcycles belonging to the
Pastor, to have these repaired.

The Pastor had supposedly gone off before, from his Parish,
for two weeks, and not letting anyone know where he was.

One of the boys had had a fight with the Pastor because the
Pastoxr did not want this boy to go steady with a girl. This boy
and his brother, are constantly with the Pastor, and ride motor-
cycles of the Pastor, with the Pastor, all the time. One of the
brothers had claimed that one of the Pastor's motorcycles belonged
to him, and another clash ensued and the Priest had to go in person
to retrieve the vehicle.

The three teenagers who related the above information, stated
that they are on a Federal work program (N.Y.C.), and they are
supposed to be getting supervision from the Pastor, and they seldom
see him--and as a consequence, they just hang around the grounds of
the Church. These boys complained also about their time card not
being up to date by the Priest and that they were concerned about
being paid on time.

Your Excellency, this Pastor is the one you asked me to
call on for Mass and Confessions, for the people in @¥ennwood,
New Mexico, after I am located in Glennwood.

Asking Your Excellency's blessing, I am,

Yours respectfully,
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September 4, 1989

"PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL"

The Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte
P.0O. Box 1338
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Dear Bishop Pelotte:

My name is _ and I am 31 vyears of age. During the
vyears 1970-1976, I was a member of St. Peter’s parish in
Springerville, Arizona. Bishop, this letter is of a most serious
nature and for reasons I am sure you understand, this letter will
be kept as brief as possible and will avoid specific details. We
will want to talk further in person or by phone.

In the spring of 1971 ( T was 12 years old) I was a victim of
child molestation by Fr. James Burns, then pastor of St. Peter’s
parish. The reasaons for wanting to inform you and discuss this
matter 19 years after the abuse, are as follows:

1. I had assumed the matter was properly taken care of in
1971 after briefly discussing it with my parents. It
was a Ffew months later that Burns was transfervred to
another parish.

2. During my first "SEARCH" in 19274 in Aztec, New Mexico,
I again briefly discussed the matter with another
priest during confession. I assumed that the matter
would be further looked into by talking to this priest.
At the time I did not understand the 'seal of
confaession'. '

3. Over the years, I had a strong feeling that the matter
had never been properly taken care of. I began to also
feel guilty that I had not done enough to prevent this

from happening to another child, and that
responsibility was still on my shoulders. I know what
this type of abuse can do to a person’s life. The
recent attention this subject has been given by the
media, has also prompted new Found knowledge in

pedophilic behavior and the realization that the

ctims suffer lifelong consequences, and many times
LA_2013_10_{ 09 Burns O 0113 - i .
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4. I am not after money and have not sought legal counsel.
For the reasons above, I feel God is directing me to do
what I can to prevent any additional abuse and for the
Diocese to seek aut any past victims and offer praper
therapy and counseling.

Bishop, I can offer the following references as to my character
and credibility:

1. Fr. Larry 0O’Keete - Fr. Larry is the priest I Ffirst
discussed this matter with during the 1974 Search.

2. Monsignor Leo Gaomez

3. Served on ] _ faor Diocese of
Gallup,

look for your immediate response by calling me at -
to set up a phaone conference or face—-to—-face meeting.
together we can do our best to put an end ta child

Working

molestation by priests that may exist today in the Diocese of
Gallup.

in Christ,

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000114
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before "going public" - for his and his family's sake, as well as
for the sake of the Church.

In setting this in writing, my prime concern is for the
sanctity of the seal of confession. For that reason I cannot
reveal the name of the caller, or of the priest. Whatever concrete
details I have disclosed in this report have come from
conversations not bound by the seal. I have disclosed no details
revealed to me within the sacramental forum.

I am also very concerned about the justice of this man's
claims, and about his spiritual well-being and continued commitment
to the Church. 1 strongly advise that this matter be treated with
the utmost seriousness. This man is a mature, committed Catholic.
He is highly intelligent and well educated. He has the financial
resources to pursue civil litigation if he judges that the Church
is unwilling to do anything.

At the same time, we are talking about an alledged incident
that took place a long time ago - some sixteen to twenty years (I
really do not know the exact time, or how old this man was when it
happened).

It is my intention to go and see him on Easter Sunday night,
and spend a few days with him and his family. I would appreciate
some advise and assistance in how I should approach this. It is
quite clearly an extremely delicate matter, all the more so for me
since it involves the seal of confession. It is my concern for the
integrity of the seal that has prompted me to put this in writing;
I was fearful that in an oral presentation the seal might be
compromised. I have tried to be very careful in presenting the
facts of the case, and feel that the above account provides the
necessary information and preserves the inviolability of the
sacramental forum.

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000127
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THE DIOCESE OF GALLUP
CHANCERY

Post Office Box 13238
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

——
D, S
~&

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT YOUR REPLIES AND RETURN TO CHANCERY
TOGETHER WITH A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH 0OF YOURSELF THAT CAN BE

USED FOR PRINT. Thank you.
' SSN* 046 24 9020

. NAME ~ JAMES MATTHEW BURNS
T First MiddTle Last
2/ DATE OF BIRTH 15 JUNE 1933

: Day Month Year
3/ PLACE OF BiRTH BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
&4/ PARENTS: Living_

Mother: | Deceased x

(Maiden Name) v

Fatner: [ Deceased

2/ Name and Address of person to be notified in case of “accident, sickness
or death:
P.2. Bx 131 Wickenburg, AZ 85358 602-684-2733

(Notify CHANCERY whenever a change of address or name is made)

6/ Do you carry Accident or Life Insurance? Company's name and address:

NO

7/ Have you made a WILL recently? Is it in Chahcery or where?
NOT RECENTLY NO

ECCLESIASTICAL STATUS
2/ Date and Place of Baptism_ 1933, St. James Church, Stratford, Conn.

9/ Date and Place of ORDINATION May 26, 1962 - Bridgeport, Conn.

By Whom Bishop Walter W. Curtis

For What Diocese Gallup

Parish at time of Ordination Clur Lady of Guadalupe, Flagstaff, AZ

*Social Security Number

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000128
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- .

10/ 0ate of entrance into Diocese of Gallup___ 1953

Date of Incardination 1961 By whom Bishop Espelage

r—
—
~

12/ Have you been a member of a Religious Order or Community?  NO

Give name and address of same

Are you still a member?

13/ Have you been secularized? _ NO __Date of Rescript

14/ If you have not been incardinated, who is your present Bishop?

EDJCATIONAL _RECORD

15/ Grade School Garden School Stratford, Conn 1948
Name Place Graduation Date

High School Stratford High Startford, Conn 1952
Name Place Graduation Date

College Immaculate Conception Seminary, Conception, MO 1957

Name Place Graduation Date
Philosophical Studies Imm. Conception Seminary 1957
Where : Dates
Theological Studies Immaculate Conception Seminary 1958-1962
Where Dates

16/ DEGREES: Please list and from where obtained:

B/A__Philosophy

17/ My present major, official assignment is___Pastor

at St. Joseph , ' since July 1982
Month Year

18/ My other official assignments were (inside & outside the Diocese of Gallup):

Cur Lady of Guadalup, Flagstaff, AZ F it 62 to 63
Navivity, Flagstaff AZ from 63  to
our Lady of Guadalupe, Holbrook, AZ fromg3 to_ 64

St. Lawrence, Humbolt, CampVerde, Meyep, Grand. . from 64 to 65

St. Peter, Springerville, Quemada, Alpine from65 to 72
LA 2013 _10_09_Burns_000129 7 Ft. Grant Reform School
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© Aug.29,1990.

' Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, 8588
Bishop of Gallup :
- Ballup, New,Nex#FD, E

Your Ex:ellency,,“x

Although 1 am not a spokesman {ur St Joseph's Parish Council,’
I want to express my deep gratitude to you for taking time from your
very busy schedule to come to our parish and talk to us about the
problems we have had here at St. Joseph®s. It gives us a feeling of
really belonging to the diocame and also gives us a chance to get to
know you as our Bishop. ' '
' The main reason for this letter though, i to express some
thoughts on behalf of Father Burns. From what was brought out at the
meeting on Aug. 28, I believe that you have received mostly negative
comments about Father Burns and I would like to tell you some positive -
things to balance the scales, as it were. :

First, I would like to tell you that I grew up here in Winslow. -
After being married at S5t. Joseph’s with Fr, Eugene Mc Carthy
officiating, I was away, returning after my husband retired from the .
‘Alr Force, My husband and I have been active in the parish, , K
gserving on the parish council several times. -was president when , -
Fr. Lindenmwyer was our priest. has been available for many ‘ :
building projects and did much ot T worlk on the Holy Family Chapel.
I have worked w1th CCD and pregently am president of the Rosary Altar
Society.

When Fr. Burns came to wxnslmw, par15h1onera were delighted to
have him here. The people is St. Joseph’s held Fr. Lawrence (0°kKeefe
in the highest regard. He was leaving to study in Rome. Anyone who
followed in the footsteps of this charismatic priest had & tremendous
task of filling his shoes. But, Fr. Burng came with great
recommendations and we were happy to have someone of such high caliber
as our parish priest. He was sent here, by Bishop Hastrich, partly to S
rebuild the parish plant, a job for which he had an excellent , , oo
reputation. With his enthusiasm and his sense of humor, he was well A
‘received.

" Rebuilding and renovating the parish was not an easy task and o
some toes were stepped on, especially those of some people who had - g
very strong ideas about what the priorities should be. However, Fr.
Burns dug in and continued on. What he has accomplished in this
parish has to be remembered and the parish must extend it,s gratitude
to this man because he upgraded this parish and made it a place of
which we could be proud. His ideas of inswlating the buildings will
be deeply appreciated in the future by those who will be paying the
bills.

One of the most important matters which must be noted is the way:
Fr. Burns treated everyone equally. There was no favoritism of one
group over the other. I watched as he brought this parish together
and made everyone feel as thowgh they had an important part in the

®
4

B

.~ * A-2013-10-09 Burns. 000187

' DOG.BURNS.00187 .



Cparish., When I was a child we had a prlaﬂt here who was from Holland,
Fr. Hootsmans. He was very dictatorial and scared most of uws out of -
our wits. (Father Burns is mild compared to this priest but in those
days you believed in obedience to the Church) Unfortunately, one of
the legacies from his time here was a division between the Mexican-
Americans and the "Anglos" (as we were designated). Fr. H. insisted
that all the Anglos sit on the West side of the church and the '
Mexican—Americans on the East side where he had hung a tapestry of the B
Virgin of Guadalupe. Also in those days, the pews were rented. All of : !
this created a lot of hostility about "my" pew and "your" pew and _ _
"our" side and "your" side. It must bave been & dilemma for all the. - ;o
‘priests who followed. Fr. Burns, apparantely, decided this was . B "
intolerable. Because of his actions, the Mexicam—Americans in our ' ?
parish have taken their rightful place and fully participate in all -
activities. He has to be given full credit for accomplishing this
momumental task. Feople in our. parish now work together side by side L
because this man believed that all people should be treated the same. - <
He did this in such &, way, I dmn“t think most people even notice what
has happened. ‘

Most of the trouble in 5t Joseph’s Parish has been brought about
by personality clashes. What an indictment against all that a priest
has to struggle so hard against his detractors.

It is my humble opinion that Father Burns is a good and decent man
and a holy priest. He gave himself totally to this parish. Sadly, he
didn"t get much back. To think that there are people who helieve
that he was guilty of almost criminal behavior is astounding.

Father Burns is perhaps hard-headed and strong-willed. | became
aware early on that Fr. Burns was up-—front in his dealings with
everyone:. He was not the type to play gamnes. Sometimes he was
brutally honest and probably offended a few. He may have made some
inappropriate decisions for the sake of convenience but after all, he
is human like the rest of us. '

There are those of us in the parish who care about hzm and are
praying for him through hms difficult struggle.

Respeutfully yours

'LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000188
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP

711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE
P.O. Box 1338 ¢ Gallup, New Mexico 87305 e Telephone (505) 863-4406

November 19, 1990

CORX

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P.
Director: Villa Louis Martin
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Father Lechner:

Thank you for your letter of November 9, along with the
material relating to Father Burns' discharge. | am returning
the therapy summaries as requested.

Yesterday, | had occasion to speak to Father Vigil, the

new pastor at Winslow. He indicates that Father Burns will be
staying there until he is due in Blanco. This is unfortunate, as

| had thought he was planning to take some time away with his
family. In addition, Father Vigil said that Jim was in a rather
negative frame of mind. | can see that this might be the case,
since he is there to pack up and to move on but | hope this won't
be his on-going attitude. We'll have to monitor this very carefully.

Thank you again for all you have done to facilitate the growth
that we have seen in Jim. This is indeed, a generous gift from you
to our diocese and for this | am deeply grateful.

During this time of Thanksgiving, | offer thanks to the Lord

for generous and committed people like yourself, who spend their
time and energy helping those who are broken and in need of strength.

Sincerely in Christ,

‘Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS
Bishop of Gallup
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE

P.O. Box 1338 e Gallup, New Mexico 87305 e Telephone (505) 863-4406

August 10, 1990

Rev.. Peter Lechner
% Foundation House
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Father Lechner:

| returned here on Wednesday from Board meetings in
Tucson and San Antonio. The enclosed audited report was
waiting for me. It speaks for itself.

On August 28, | shall be meeting with the Parish Council
and the Finance Committee of St. Joseph's Parish. The auditor
will be present with me to.review this report with the people
concerned.

It would be good if | had the opportunity to discuss this
matter with you prior to my meeting in Winslow. While there were
improprieties on Jim's part it is not as serious as people were
surmising. But there are other matters to be considered, and so
| do not intend to reassign Jim back to St. Joseph's. | hope to
be able to appoint a new pastor by September 1. This should come
as no surprise to Jim, Myself and others had indicated to him that
it would probably end up this way. Jim should not become overly
anxious. | am sure we will be able to integrate him into a new
assignment without much difficulty.

| hope he was not too devastated by 's tragic death..
Jim is uppermost in my daily prayers. Blessings!

Fraternally in Christ,
Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS
Bishop of Gallup

Encl. (1)
xc: file copy
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SEI}V
O
PARACLETE

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

N

TO: The Professional Staff of Foundation House
= Servants of the Paraclete

Jemez Springs, NM 87025
505-829-3586.

I hereby authorize you to provide

Be. Dowdep  [ecorre
JEmEs M Reoews

with a complete report of your evaluation concerning myself;
your diagnosis, prognosis and recommendations. The recipients of
this material are also duly notified that once these documents
have been read, THEY ARE TO BE DESTRUYED OR RETURNED TO FR. LIAM
HOARE, s.P. WHO WILL SEE TO THEIR DISFOSAL. This policy is
mandated by present legal advisement and for the protection of the
individual, Bishop/Superior, Dioceses/Community, and our own
Program.

This information has been disclosed to you
/‘M)E%z@u”?ﬂﬁjﬂi&@%& ?mmm@mM%mW%WﬁWBmmmd
_ y Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFR,
CSlgnatUZ?(Jf Evaluee) Part 2) prohibits you from making any further
B o ‘_/3 f o disclosure of it without the specific written
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or

< == .
Dat as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A

general authorization for the release of

(Signa ture of Witnessd frgftti'g(i::lp%rrgghsir information is NOT sufficient

70.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL INTERVIEW AND EVALUATION

REVEREND JAMES BURNS D.0.B. - JUNE 15, 1933

Referred by: Very Rev. Liam Hoare, s.P., M.A.
Referral Question: Psychological Evaluation and Testing
Sources of Evaluation: Interview; Personal History Sheet;

Shipley Scales; Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator; Edwards Personal
Preference Schedule; Minnesota
Multiphasic Personality Inventory;
Incomplete Sentences Blank; and,
Measures of Psychosocial Development.

Place of Evaluation: Foundation House
Servants of the Paraclete
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

Date of Evaluation: MARCH 7, 1990

Father Burns was referred for psychological evaluation, following
a call that came in September, about a now grown man who claims
that there was some sexual contact between himself and Father Burns
when he (the grown man) was a teenager.

In general, Father Burns sees very much the necessity for dealing
with his sexuality. He reports that he has been plagued by
concerns about his sexuality, and that this has been primarily a
secret throughout his life. 1In fact, as Father Burns talks about
his sexuality and his sexual experiences, it is clear that, in this
regard, Father Burns has led a most tortured life. He is extremely
hard on himself concerning any sexual acting-out that has gone on
and apparently has an extremely difficult time forgiving himself.
Father Burns reports that he very much believes in the concept of
forgiveness and has 1little trouble forgiving other people.
However, he has had a great deal of difficulty in applying this
concept to himself.

Father Burns reported some very real hesitation about coming for
the evaluation. He is building a house in the parish where he has
been working and is very much afraid of the possibility of being
unable to return to that parish. He also expressed some concerns
about the stigma attached to coming to the Program. He further
mentioned difficulties he could imagine both talking in a group
about his sexuality as well as talking to a therapist about
personal matters.

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000213
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Father Burns was very open about his concerns about coming for the
evaluation, did not seem to be saying these things in a defensive
manner, and, in general, did not seem to take a defensive attitude
toward the evaluation procedure. He seemed to be merely expressing
his fears and concerns.

It is Father Burns’ understanding that the call from the young man
was made to the Bishop stating essentially that the sexual activity
from the past was currently bothering the young man and that he
needed something done about that. Father Burns is unclear as to
exactly what that means. Father Burns reports that the young man
had been sexually active prior to Father Burns’ involvement with
him. Father Burns seemed to be stating that he was not responsible
for introducing this person into the arena of sexuality, and that,
to some extent, the sexual acting-out was at the instigation of the
young man. However, Father Burns was far from absolving himself of
responsibility for his involvement, and in fact expressing a
tremendous amount of guilt and shame concerning this.

In describing his sexual behavior, it was clear that nurturance
played a certain role in the sexual acting-out. There was a sense
of taking care of the boy in the sexual involvement. He saw the
boy as someone who was hurting and the intimacy and closeness
derived from a feeling of wanting to help out the boy and be close
to him. '

During the evaluation, we spent a good portion of the time talking
specifically about sexual experiences. It was my distinct
impression that Father Burns was being most open and honest in
describing his sexual experiences. In general, he seemed to take
responsibility for his actions, and expressed very real concerns
about his behavior.

Father Burns described his sexuality as being "a mangled mystery to
me." This seems to very well describe how Father Burns feels about
his sexuality and how he has dealt with it over the years. It is
very clear that he has tortured himself with guilt as well as
questions and concerns about his sexuality. Father Burns reports
a vague recollection of something, perhaps, going on when he was in
the age range of five to seven. He feels that there was some
sexual involvement perhaps with a child older than himself. This,
however, is not a clear memory to him. He reports that he dated in
high school and that there was some kissing and minimal petting.
However, he was already seriously considering the seminary and
seemed not that terribly interested in the sexual activities with
women at that time.

In the seminary, he reports, "I probably was in love with some
seminarians." He reports that this was not a sexual type of love
and that there was no sexual acting-out. However, he can imagine
that "I may not have been adverse to some sexual activity," even
though that did not go on.

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000214
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He reports that one seminarian did make sexual overtures toward him
and that he punched that seminarian in the face. He reports that
he went on to get beat up by that person so that he would not talk
about it.

Father Burns reports one sexual experience with a woman many years
ago. However, his sexual feelings have by and large been confusing
and unclear to him. He reports feeling attracted to the notion of
having a family and that at some level he would still like that
kind of thing. In general, however, he has found himself to be
fairly scared of women. He tends to put up a wall around himself
to prevent his getting too close to women.

Father Burns tends to characterize himself as being bisexual. He
is not certain whether a lack of experimentation is the reason that
his sexual object choice is not clear to him. He describes some
anger at the Church for not helping him deal better with sexual
material, as well as their general stance of not dealing
particularly well with that. At the same time, however, he does
not seem to be putting off responsibility for his sexual confusion
completely on the Church. He describes himself as putting women on
a pedestal. He reports that he sees teenagers as being more
approachable, and that this may in part explain the reason for his
involvement with the teenager. He reports no sexual experiences
with adult males.

What 1is exceptionally clear 1is that Father Burns has truly
struggled with the issue of sexuality throughout his life. He
seemed to be taking the opportunity of the evaluation to really
look at his sexual thoughts, feelings, and behaviors as an
opportunity to get a number of questions answered. I was most
impressed by the honesty with which he both looked inside himself
and expressed himself. It seems that he has been very much afraid
to ask these questions of himself and even moreso of sharing these
concerns with someone else. He sees the very real probability of
his being referred for a program here, and sees this as a real
opportunity to answer the questions that have truly tortured him
over the years.

Father Burns was raised in Connecticut, and is the second oldest of
seven children. There were two children born prior to his oldest
brother, both of whom died in infancy. His father was a WPA
worker, a factory worker, as well as a musician on the side. His
mother stayed home to raise the children, until many of the
children got older, at which time she began to work outside the
home.

Father Burns reports having had rheumatic fever at approximately
the age of seven or eight. He spent five months at home because of
this disease and a certain portion of his childhood was restricted
in terms of activities after that. He reports some heart problems
as a result of that and some concerns about his heart as well.
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He describes his father as a "sweet, passive sort of man." He
reports that his father taught him well about responsibility and
that there was a real closeness and gentleness about his father.
His mother, on the hand, was a much more determined, driven, and
volatile sort of person. She tended to be "the boss" in the family
and was very much the disciplinarian. He reports that her
discipline could become quite physical at times. However, he does
not doubt the love that his mother felt for the children and
indicated no particular resentments toward her.

When Father Burns was in high school, his parents separated. His
mother had met someone at work and the two of them went off
together for five years. A child was born, his younger sister, of
that union. After that period of separation, his parents reunited
and stayed together for nearly fifty years total. While they were
separated, Father Burns stayed with his father. Some of the
children moved with their mother to New Mexico. Father Burns
started in the seminary in the East. However, he caught pneumonia
and it was recommended that he spend some time in the Southwest.
At that time he went to live with his mother and ultimately entered
the seminary in Santa Fe.

In general, Father Burns describes his childhood as a positive one.
He reports that it was a good house to grow up in and despite some
very real problems within +the family, both monitary and
communicative, that his parents loved each other, as well as the
children. He, particularly, was close to his mother, especially in
her later years. He would spend considerable time with her when
she was older and alone. When she died, she left her house to him
and this has been a source of very real animosity within his
family. Two of his sisters fought the will and a court battle
ensued. Father Burns reports this as being an extremely painful
event in his life, which is still difficult for him to think about.
Some of the separation between himself and one sister in particular
still exists to a very real degree. "Most of my life I felt the
strong obligation to my mom and dad." This seems to describe him
and his sense of responsibility very well.

Father Burns reports that he thought about the priesthood from a
very early age. His father was fine with that; his mother had some
problems with it. His mother was a Lutheran and did not convert to
Catholicism until after Father Burns’ ordination. In fact, some of
her family had some fairly strong anti-Catholic feelings and this
was a source of a certain amount of conflict.

Father Burns reports no problems with alcohol, either among his
parents or with himself. He reports some health problems some
years back concerning his heart. Ten years ago, he experienced a
certain amount of angina and that was a very real concern to him.
He describes himself as currently having a weight problem, but in
general describes himself as being in good health.
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In general, he summed himself up in terms of his relationships with
other people as being "a nice guy with empathy for people and a
dedicated worker... That’s what I am supposed to be." It is easy
to see that in his relationships with other people that is likely
very much how he is perceived.

TEST RESULTS:

The Shipley is a screening instrument which assesses cognitive
abilities in both abstraction and vocabulary. On this test, Father
Burns scored in the superior range. There were no indications
whatsoever of any problems in dealing with abstract concepts.

The results of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator were somewhat
equivocal. On some of the scales, Father Burns’ scores indicated
a certain amount of confusion. In general, the implication of this
is some very real questions for Father Burns about his own identity
and, in general, who he is. The overall pattern that emerged was
of an extroverted feeling type (ENFJ).

ENFJ's radiate sympathy and fellowship. They are very concerned
with the people around them and place a very high value on
harmonious human contacts. They are often described as friendly,
tactful, sympathetic, persevering and conscientious. They tend to
be people who are very much affected by the approval of others and
they are very much sensitive to indifference. They derive much of
their pleasure from the feelings of warmth and harmony in their
relationships with others. 1In general, they tend to see the good
qualities of other people focusing on those to the exclusion of
negative qualities.

ENFJ's tend to be very good at seeing and appreciating value in
other people’s opinions. Even when there are conflicts, they tend
to believe in harmony and the possibility of it being established
as ways of resolving those conflicts. They tend to be very good at
having foresight. They are able to see the possibilities in what
is going on and are often able to use their intuition most
effectively. They tend to be people who are very good at
expressing themselves and are very comfortable in speaking to
audiences.

In general, they do best in jobs that deal with other people and in
situations where cooperation is called for. The ministry is a
place where ENFJ's are often found.

The above description likely describes Father Burns very well in
his dealings within the parish. What it tends to exclude is some
of his feelings about himself. It is likely that he can be a great
deal more negative when he begins the process of introspection.
However, in his interpersonal relationships, it is likely that he
is quite successful and well appreciated.

5
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The Edwards Personal Preference Schedule is a percentile ranking of
16 areas of manifest needs, as reported by the testee. On this
test, the highest need areas for Father Burns were for affiliation
and succorance.

A person with a high need for affiliation tends to generally prefer
to do things with other people rather than by himself. Such a
person tends to form strong attachments, tends to keep up with
those relationships very well and places a high value on them.
Such a person is likely to try to make as many friends as possible,
enjoying sharing things with other people, and in general likes to
work in groups.

A person with a high need for succorance is someone who has a
strong desire to seek the help of other people when things become
difficult. Such a person 1is greatly influenced by the
encouragement of other people and places a high value on being
treated in a sympathetic and understanding fashion. In general,
such a person has a high need for affection from other people and
does much better when he is feeling that kind of support.

The lowest need area for Father Burns was for achievement. A
person with a low need for achievement is someone who does not
place particular value on being seen as a recognized authority.
Accomplishments are not things that are generally savored by such
a person, and it is not likely that he would be driven hard by any
need to achieve.

In general, the above description seems to describe Father Burns
relatively well. It also seems congruent with the description of
the ENFJ. It seems 1likely that Father Burns values his
relationships with other people to a very high degree and is quite
dependent on the support and encouragement of other people. It is
also likely that concrete achievements are not nearly as important
to Father Burns.

Although the personality type described both by the Myexrs-Briggs
Type Indicator and the Edwards Personal Preference Schedule would
indicate a person who would likely turn to other people in times of
stress, it is clear that concerning the issue of sexuality this is
not something that Father Burns has done. This would further
demonstrate how difficult things have been for Father Burns in
trying to deal with his sexuality. He has not felt free to utilize
his strongest personality characteristics in dealing with this most
difficult issue.

The Measures of Psychosocial Development (MPD) is a self-report

inventory which assesses adult personality development. It
delineates particular conflict areas which are normally experienced
in adult development, specifying those which are particularly well
worked out as well as those which are in need of further attention.

6
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On this test, Father Burns seemed to indicate conflict areas in
virtually every possible area. It is clear that Father Burns has
a very negative opinion of himself, his overall development, and
sees himself in a most unfavorable light when he looks inward. 1In
terms of internal accomplishments, he seems to possess very little
pride. This does not mean to imply that he is oblivious to his
adjustment to the world or any positive accomplishments. However,
in evaluating himself, simply for himself, he tends to be most
negative in that evaluation.

The Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI) is a lengthy
true/false test which gives results in both validity and clinical
scales. The results of the validity scales indicate that Father
Burns took a relatively open and honest approach to this test.
Many people coming for evaluation under Father Burns'’ circumstances
would tend to be much more defensive in their approach to this
test. It is clearly to Father Burns’s credit that he did not take
this attitude toward the test.

The clinical scales indicated a high degree of conflict in Father
Burns’ life. People with this overall pattern of responding tend,
to a significant degree, to be sexually preoccupied. Many people
with this pattern have very real fears concerning homosexuality.
Such people tend to be strongly ambivalent with a high capacity for
agitation and restlessness. Such a person can often be fairly
short tempered. Depression also plays a major role in the make-up
of such a person. In general, the depression is often experienced
episodically, rather than at a constant level. Hypochondriacal
concerns are often also present in such a personality pattern. It
is also quite likely that Father Burns experiences anxiety to a
very high degree and can, at times, be fairly overwhelmed by
anxiety.

In general, this was a personality pattern of someone who is in a
tremendous amount of turmoil with some very strong negative
feelings. It is also a pattern which likely has persisted for
quite a number of years at least at an internal level. It seems,
as opposed to some of the other tests, that this test tended to be
tapping the introspective portion of Father Burns’ personality.
The pattern that emerged is likely what Father Burns sees when he
looks inside himself. The results on some of the other tests
seemed to exemplify what other people see when looking at Father
Burns from the outside.

The Incomplete Sentences Test tends to tap the most conscious
concerns that a person is in touch with. In general, Father Burns
seemed to indicate very strong feelings of unworthiness,
specifically concerning his sexual acting-out. There was a very
real sense of both fear and depression concerning his sexuality.
Father Burns expressed on this test some concerns about the effect
of his sexual behavior on his soul.
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Summary and Recommendations

Father Burns has engaged in some behavior which has been a source
of tremendous shame and guilt for him. He has likely struggled
with sexual feelings since adolescence, sexual feelings that were
both unacceptable to him as well as difficult to make sense out of.
Those sexual feelings did lead to some behavior, on a limited
basis, that has turned the questions and concerns into some fairly
tortuous periods in Father Burns’ life. By and large, he has not
shared these concerns with other people, has not sought answers to
the myriad of questions which have plagued him over the years, and
as a result, has seen very negative things when he has looked
inward. He has been unable to forgive himself or believe in higher
forgiveness, and this has been a very real source of pain as well.

Father Burns’ approach to the evaluation seemed most encouraging.
He came in with a very open attitude, expressed his fears about the
evaluation very frankly and, despite them, sought answers to the
questions that he has been struggling with for years. I would see
him as an excellent candidate for one of the programs at Jemez
Springs. He is more than ripe to benefit from the opportunities to
receive answers to some of these questions and to share some of
these feelings with people who understand, empathize, identify, and
share. He expressed a very real concern about being able to talk
about some of these things in groups. However, I have no doubt
that, despite his fears in this regard, he will force himself to do
it and benefit greatly from it.

I would see the programs at Jemez Springs as offering the very real
opportunity for Father Burns to attain a very real sense of peace,
considerable clarity about the general issue of sexuality, and the
ability to look within himself without experiencing the tremendous
pain that has, in the past, accompanied that experience.

If T can be of any assistance in reference to the above evaluation,
please do not hesitate to call on me.

Clinical Psychologist
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NAME: Burns, James Matthew
DATE: 03-06-90

Respiratory: He thinks he might have sleep apnea, since he wakes
up tired and he has pretty bad snoring, but that is
the only evidence thereof.

Cardiac: Used to take Digitalis. He had a treadmill about
ten ycars ago, and that probably was normal.

GI: He has a history of a possible hiatal hernia. He
gets indigestion if he eats too late at night.

GU: Nocturia times one or two.

Orthopedics: Has had a little bit of problems with his knees and
elbows.

. Skin: He has many skin tags.

"Sexual: Denies sexual difficulties. '

NP: Denies emotional problems or difficulties.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION:

WT: 259 BP: 140/90 HT: 68%

General: He is overweight, but in no distress.

Head: - No deformity of the head.

Eyes: Eyes are round and equal, react to light. EOM
normal. Fundi are benign.

Ears: Tympanic membranes clear, hearing grossly
normal.

Nose: Nasal septum is clear and intact.

Mouth: Pharynx 1is clear, tongue protruded in the
midline. Palate normal.

Neck: Neck 1is supple, thyroid is not enlarged.
Carotid pulses full and equal, no bruits.

Chest: Lungs are clear.

Heart: Regular rthythm. There are no murmurs or
gallop.

Abdomen: No masses or viscera palpable, nontender,
positive bowel sounds.

Extremities: No edema, adequate peripheral pulses, no calf
tenderness.

Orthopedics: No significant abnormality of bones or joints.

Skin: He has probably more than forty skin tags

located around his neck, both axillae, and a
large one in the left groin.

Neurologic Exam: Normal strength and coordination. Reflexes
are active and symmetrical.

S.0.B.: Negative for occult blood.

Rectal Exam: Negative. Prostate smooth, nontender.

Lab Tests: Cholesterol 1is elevated 266; triglycerides

189; blood sugar borderline at 119. One of
the liver enzymes, SGPT, is mildly elevated at
68, probably with no clinical significance.
Drug screen is negative. EKG and x-ray are
unremarkable. )
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Rev. James Burns

Diocese of Gallup

Referred by Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, SSS, Coadjutor Bishop of Gallup
Director’s Interview

Villa Louis Martin

March 6, 1990

Father Burns indicated he had come to Jemez Springs for evaluation because of
involvement, about 20 years ago, with youth in an inappropriate way and because of
ministerial stress. Father Burns was honest in speaking about his involvement with youth.
His lack of defensiveness, sense of responsibility for what he had done, and cautiousness
regarding a repetition of such behavior lend credence to his affirmation that this has not
happened in the recent past. He does, however, have questions and unresolved feelings
about his previous behavior. This plus the concerns that have been raised recently by one
of the youth who was formerly involved with him make it advisable for him to enter a
therapy/renewal program. He also appears to be moderately "burned out" by his years of
work in ministry, and this alone would be good reason for coming to a program such as the
one at VLM. He is well motivated for such a program and undoubtedly he himself and his
future ministry would benefit from such an experience.

I had suggested to Father Burns the possibility of entering the program after April first. He
asked if it would be possible to come after Confirmation is conferred on the youth of his
parish later in April. Provided there are no complications due to the report that was given
by the young man to the chancery recently, there would be no difficulty, on the part of
VLM, to his entrance into the program on the first of May.

I would like to thank the Diocese of Gallup for this opportunity to be of some assistance to
Father Burns, and likewise thank Fr. Burns for his openness and cooperation with the
evaluation process. '

(-t Lok ,J./),

Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D.
Director: Villa Louis Martin
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SPIRITUALITY INTERVIEW FOR: REV. JAMES BURNS

DATE: MARCH 8, 1990

Jim was very cordial, open, and articulate. His comments showed a
high degree of self-awareness and objectivity. The week here has
been very emotionally charged for him, much of what he shared
brought him to tears.

Jim is a very talented and dedicated priest. He is not only a
creative, compassionate, and effective pastor, but also a leader
among his fellow priests in many different official capacities.
Jim is a man of deep faith and courage who is being haunted by sins
of his past, which he has tried to bury, but which he now knows he
must face. He is haunted by a sort of Calvinistic sense that, no
matter what he does, he is going to go to hell, and by the fact,
while he can effectively mediate God’s forgiving embrace for
others, he cannot experience it himself. For as long as he has
been a priest, Jim has experienced his parish as his family, and
has drawn his primary personal and spiritual support from that
relationship. This disposition intensifies Jim’s remorse, since he
feels that, through his past actions, he has betrayed his family
and broken some important personal relationships with boys whom he
looked on as his sons. He is also concerned about how his past
actions may adversely affect the Diocese.

Jim’s reaction to his problems of well over ten years ago was to
throw all his energy into his work. " This reenforced his
workaholism and impacted negatively on his spiritual 1life by
reducing any formal prayer to a bare minimum. He has, however,
continued to pray informally and to meet now and then with a priest
with whom he can speak heart to heart. The on-going tension
between his inner conflict and his outer workaholism has been
further compounded for Jim by the fact that his Bishop does not
consider him to be "one of his priests" and has been unable to
affirm and support Jim in a personal and pastoral way. The net
result is that Jim is clearly burned out and has been for several
years.

Jim was drawn to the priesthood as a very young man by the example
of a good priest who had a special gift of making people feel good
about themselves. That struck him as a more meaningful lifework
than any other occupations he had seen. He wanted to enter a minor
seminary, but his mother, who was not a Catholic at the time,
forbade that. His experience of dating in his high school years
only reenforced his vocation. He was attracted to the priesthood,
not as a career, but as a religious lifestyle. Jim was prepared
for priesthood by the Benedictines and enjoyed the choral office as
a form of prayer in the seminary, but has never found the solitary
reading of the breviary to be spiritually nourishing or meaningful.
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Jim is at a time in his life when the psychological and spiritual
resources of our programs in Jemez Springs can be of great help to
him. Despite the stigma which is still associated with coming here
in his Diocese, Jim wants to come. Based on his experience this
week, he is drawn more to Foundation House than he is to Villa
Louis Martin. Unless it is judged to be imperative that he come
before July or stay beyond a five month period, I think his
personal preference for the Foundation House program should be
honored. Spiritually, Jim’s time with us will give him the
opportunity to reestablish a meaningful practice of personal
prayer; move toward an integration of the sexual and spiritual
dimensions of his life; meditatively explore the mystery of God’s
love and healing forgiveness; and get him the rest and distance
which will allow him to see his life, ministry, and relationship
with authority in prayerful perspective. The timing seems, not
only to be right, but also to be providential.
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SPIRITUALITY PROFILE/
By: Very Rev. Wm. (Liam) Hoare, s.P., M.A.

On the Spirituality Profile, Father James Burns scored moderately
high in the category of Searching.

People who score high on this scale seem to be seeking a more
personal contact with God, one which is based on experience and is
more emotionally satisfying than what they currently have. High
scorers are groping for an appropriate context within which their
personal encounter with the Divine can occur. Traditional ways do
not seem to be working for them. They express dissatisfaction with
formal worship, scripture and meditation as a means whereby God
makes His presence known to them. Nor do they seem to find Him in
the less formally religious context of people, daily events or
nature.

Although they value emotions and experience in a spiritual context,
their appreciation of them appears rather vague and unspecific. At
this stage it is probably more notional than real, based more on a
dissatisfaction with their current spiritual practices than on
actual experience with a new orientation. They nevertheless
display an awareness of and openness to a richer dimension of
religious experience than they currently possess.

Their spiritual challenge appears to be to open themselves more
fully to the realities of their own emotional life and to move away
from a merely intellectual to a real appreciation of the value of
feelings and experience in their spirituality. To accomplish this
they may have to develop an openness with other people (on a
horizontal plane) before they can achieve it with God (on a
vertical plane).

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000232

DOG.BURNS.00232



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000233



Psychiatric Interview For: Rev. James Burns

Date: March 8, 1990

Father Burns is a fifty-six year old priest from the Diocese of
Gallup, N.M. He says there are three major problems.

1) He had been involved sexually for approximately ten years with
adolescent males. He claims that the last such involvement
was ten years ago.

2) He said there are allegations in the parish that he misused
parish funds to remodel his own house. He claims he has been
exonerated of that charge.

3) People have complained that he was withdrawing from the
parish. He talked a bit about being somewhat burned out and
over-compensating for  his sexual misadventures with
workaholism.

Father Burns said that sexually he would be involved approximately
three or four times with each of the ten adolescent males. It
almost always involved masturbation or mutual masturbation. There
was no kissing and there were no appendages which went into
orifices.

He claimed to have had one sexual experience with a same-age woman
about fifteen years ago. He claimed that she seduced him and that
she is still in his life, and that he doesn’t know how to politely
get rid of her. He described the experience as "very frightening."
"I performed the act." He claimed that he did it to "stop her
aggression."

In terms of sexual development, he developed an awareness of
sexuality sometime around ten to thirteen years of age. He claims
that he thought he was in love with some girls in school. He said
that he dated in high school, but there was not anything overtly
sexual. He remembers once fondling a girl. He claims that was
exciting but he was afraid that he would get slapped in the face.
He claimed that one time he went out with "the school mattress" (a
promiscuous female). He said that they had parked the car and were
hugging and kissing. He said a policeman came over to the car "and
that ended that. It was enough of a scare."
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In the college seminary, he remembered having some romantic
feelings for some of the other seminarians. He said there were
good and bad elements in the seminary. The bad elements were
involved with homosexual relationships with one another. He
considered himself one of the good elements. He remembers during
the seminary that "a kid in the movie" started feeling his leg. He
claims that he slugged him. He said, "He was bigger than me."

He said the sexual involvement with the adolescent males started
about four years after ordination. He remembered in his first
parish that two kids told him that they had been sexually involved
with the last priest. He became sexually involved with them. He
talked about getting in trouble in a reform school with another boy
and described the boy as fifteen or sixteen years old. "No peach
fuzz or anything else."

Five years later, he was threatened with being arrested for this.
He claimed the Bishop knew, but not a lot was done. About ten
years ago, he was in bed with a kid in a motel room and the kid
objected to him touching his penis. He said the Bishop also knew
about this and transferred him to another parish, but he had no
real treatment.

He claims he masturbates now with fantasies of both males and
females. He is not attracted to effeminate boys or very masculine
boys. At the end of the session, he started crying saying that he
is here for himself, because he needs it. He said he owes it to
the Diocese and the Church also. He said, with tears in his eyes,
"I have worked like a slave, but I will probably go to Hell

anyway."

I do not see any diagnosable psychiatric disorder in him, with the
exception of "Androphilic Ephebophilia" (sexual attraction to
adolescent males). He definitely would be a very good candidate
for one of the programs in Jemez Springs. I found him to be easy
to work with.
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP

711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE
P. O. Box 1338 « Gallup, New Mexico 87301 « Telephone (505) 863-4406

Very Rev. Liam J. Hoare, s.P.
Servants of the Paraclete
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

March 27, 1990

Dear Father Hoare:

Thank you for your letter of March 16, and the detailed report of Fr. Jim
Burns holistic evaluation. On March 23, Fr. Burns and I met in Gallup
and we both felt positive about the reports and our meeting.

Following phone conversations this morning with Fr. Burns and Fr. Peter
Lechner, s.P. I can report that Jim will be arriving at Jemez Springs on
Sunday, May 6, to begin the Villa Louis Martin Program on May 7.

On May 1, all the priests of the Diocese of Gallup will be gathering for a
Convocation at our Retreat House. Since Jim is the moderator of our
Presbyteral Council and plays a significant role in the life of the diocese
I wanted him to be a part of this historic meeting. It will be followed
by a Presbyteral Council meeting on May 2. Fr. Lechner explained that
waiting for another week for him to arrive at Jemez Spring would not
present a problem. I am happy about that and I know Jim is overjoyed

as he really wanted to be a part of this priest-assembly. Additionally,
the fraternal support he will receive there from his brother-priests will
be extremely important.

In conclusion, how can I really thank you enough for this second
scholarship you are willing to give to the Diocese. In assuming leader-
ship of the Diocese of Gallup just a week ago, I became acutely aware of
how difficult the financial situation is at present. This will help us
tremendously. We will be happy to provide Fr. Burns' personal spending
money and health insurance.

I have told you how determined I am to get the best possible care for all
our priests. I am grateful to you and to the entire staff for helping me
make this possible. I look forward to meeting you all.

Fraternally in Christ,
Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS
Bishop of Gallup

cc: Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P.
Rev. James Burns
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Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, SSS,DD
March 16, 1990
Page Two

I would note that Father Burns was quite cooperative and open in
the evaluation process. While he has understandably mixed feelings
about coming to a residential therapeutic program in Jemez Springs,
he nonetheless is disposed to seek and make use of the resources
and help available here. It was the consensus the Evaluation Team,
based on their experience of him during the week he was with us,
that Father Burns is capable of doing good therapeutic work in this
milieu.

Our unanimous recommendation is that Father Burns enter one of the
residential therapeutic programs offered by the Servants of the
Paraclete in Jemez Springs. Two options present themselves.

;[ Father Burns could enter the Villa Louis Martin Program
relatively soon, either on April 2nd or May 1lst, depending on
which date would work best for the Diocese and Father Burns
himself. If you and Father Burns determine that he should
enter the Villa Louis Martin Program, please contact Father
Peter Lechner, s.P., as Director of that Program as soon as
possible.

2. Toward the end of his evaluation week, Father Burns expressed
to FatherH- (spiritual director) that he was inclined
toward the Foundation House Module which begins July 16, 1990
and ends December 7, 1990. If you and Father Burns choose the
Foundation House Module, please contact my Administrative

Assistant, Fr. _ s.P., at your earliest convenience
to make those arrangements.

We do not assess Father Burns to be at high risk of acting out
sexually in the coming months. Accordingly, while definitely
recommending one of the Jemez Springs Programs, we would leave the
decision as to which program and the time table up to yourself,
Your Excellency, and Father Burns.

As is reflected in the reports, Father Burns has led a tortuous
existence due to the inner conflict he experienced regarding his
sexuality, and has dealt with this largely in isolation. At the
sametime, he appears to be a dedicated priest who has been
effective despite the energy drained off by his inner turmoil.
This clearly bespeaks significant personal, inner strength. We are
optimistic about Father Burns’ prognosis. Accordingly, as his
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Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, SSS,DD
March 16, 1990
Page Three

inner turmoil, confusion and conflict are addressed and find
resolve, his potential for a more satisfying personal life and more
effective ministry is great.

As in the situation of another priest from the Diocese who is
currently at Foundation House, we are aware of the scarce financial
resources of the Diocese. Accordingly, the Servants of the
Paraclete would offer a scholarship to cover the costs of board,
room and the therapeutic program for Father Burns, while asking the
Diocese to provide for Father Burns’ personal spending money and
health insurance.

If any of the above, or anything in the enclosed reports, raises
questions or concerns for either yourself or for Father Burns,
please feel most welcome to contact me. I will be in Rome from
March 24th through April 1lst. Otherwise, I will be available in
Jemez Springs.

The Servants of the Paraclete are grateful once again to you, Your
Excellency, for your confidence and support of our ministry to
fellow priests and Brothers in personal difficulty.

Sincerely in Christ for His priests and Brothers,

_Done Hhore, o

(Very Rev.) Liam J. Hoare, s. P., M.A., C.A.C.
Servant General
Executive Director of Therapeutic Programs.

cc: The Reverend James M. Burns

Encs. 6.
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D.

Bishop of Gallup

P.O. Box 1317

Gallup, NM 87305 ~July 18, 1990

Dear Bishop Pelotte,

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Burns for the month of May.
During June Father Burns was on break and later attended a journaling work shop here
at VLM. The therapy summary, then, does not reflect his experience of the break and
recent return to the program.

The therapy summary evidences Father Burns’ motivation and cooperation with the
program. He has been honest in sharing his past history. Although the events that were
the immediate reasons for his coming here happened years ago, they have had profound
effects upon him. He has welcomed the opportunity to work on these issues. At the
same time, he is feeling stress because of the situation involving the likelihood
that he will not be returning to Winslow, and

The thought of not returning to Winslow, where he has been pastor for a number of years
and where he has renovated a house for his eventual retirement, has raised painful
questions and feelings related to the future and his sense of belonging. While these are
real and difficult issues for Fr. Burns, it remains true that he is seen by the staff, as also
by yourself, as a capable and dedicated priest. After he finishes the program here he will
be, I believe, even more effective as a priest.

The question of whether he will be working with another priest in the future is one that
usually arises in circumstances such as Fr. Burns’. It is rather early to give definite
indications in this regard. Companionship and support among fellow priests is always
desireable, whether this be in terms of priests living together or living in neighboring
parishes. The staff see this as desireable for Fr. Burns. At the same time it is important
that Fr. Burns and any priest(s) he be associated with have a genuine compatibility toward
each other. In the program here he is liked by others, has developed good relatlonshlps
with several priests, and is contributing to the growth of other residents.

Father Burns has signed the necessary release form for the enclosed summary to be sent
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PROGRESS REPORT: REV. JAMES BURNS

MAY 1990

smarrren v

Please find below summaries of James’ participation in the various program components
from May 7 through May 31, 1990.

Jim has made a good beginning during his first few weeks in the program. Staff perceives
hini as being open, well-motivated, and having a good capacity for introspection and insight.

In therapy groups, he has been a positive presence and appeared at ease with group process.
The other residents in the program have responded well to him. In individual therapy, Jim
has also been making good efforts to get in touch with his issues, at least at the cognitive
level. Sharing his emotions is much more difficult for Jim. He explained that he considered
it part of his role as priest to keep his feelings to himself. He realizes that, at this point, he
would like to let out his feelings but is all too often unable to do so. He also realizes that
unacknowledged emotions may emerge in physical symptoms. Jim’s recent attack of shingles
may be a case in point.

In art therapy, it was also noted that Jim overidentifies with his role as priest. His art
therapist feels that he has an overly idealistic image of priest as superhuman. As a
consequence, Jim may have difficulties accepting and dealing with his human needs for
relationship, recreation and leisure time. He feels that it is part of his vocation to be
constantly available to others, to have all the answers, and to be in-charge. His
interpretation of the priesthood also coincides with his childhood training in a very strong
work ethic.

While it will take time to modify a lifelong pattern, Jim seems to have the motivation to
make changes as he sees the need for them. Claiming his human limitations, without
interpreting his doing so a failure, will be a major therapeutic goal for Jim. This was also
observed in group psychotherapy, where Jim struggled with his difficulties in seeking and
accepting help from his peers. He also became aware of his pattern of self-condemnation
and that his efforts to atone through good deeds never seem to be enough.

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000272

DOG.BURNS.00272



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000273



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000274



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000275



PROGRESS REPORT: REV. JAMES BURNS

JUNE / JULY / AUGUST 1990

oo = [

Please find below summaries of James’ participation in the various program components
from June 4 through August 2, 1990.

Jim has settled into the program with increasing trust in recent weeks. His Art Therapist
noted that he interacts well in group processing; his peers perceive him as reflective, honest,
and sensitive to others. She also noted the sense of comfort Jim seems to derive from being
in a community setting. His interaction with them has been reflecting his need for and his
enjoyment of community sharing.

It is difficult, however, for Jim to be the focus of the group. The therapist in his Sexuality
Group saw him as more at ease with facilitating the work of others than ask for help with
his own issues.

Jim’s difficulty to get in touch with his human needs and emotions has also been observed
in individual therapy, spiritual direction, and group therapy settings.

Jim’s interpretation of his priestly role is part of his difficulty. This has been addressed since
his arrival and was discussed in the previous report. Jim has acknowledged many times that
he was trained in the old school, where it was always clear who was in charge. He also feels
often under such great pressure to accomplish his goals and complete tasks, that he may not
be open to negotiation or taking into account the feeling reactions of others. Even though
he is a caring and compassionate person, he may be perceived by associates as dogmatic and
rigid in his attitudes. It would also appear form his discussions that he has carried pastoral
responsibilities in isolation and without the support and feedback from peers for most of his
ministry.

Another major factor contributing to his emotional isolation are unresolved sexual issues
dating to his seminary days and early years of his ministry. Several incidents of homosexual
acting out in his distant past have left him with extreme shame not only with regard to the
specific incidents, but also his sexual orientation. His self-punitive attitude and guilt have
not diminished over the years. His Spiritual Director noted, for instance, that even though
Jim has "a sense that God is merciful and compassionate to him, he has not been able to
be merciful and compassionate for himself."
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

October 8, 1990

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D.
Bishop of Gallup

P.O. Box 1317

Gallup, NM 87305

Dear Bishop Pelotte,

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Burns for the
period from August 6 to September 6. The staff see Father Burns as doing
very well at this time. The only issue, from a psychological perspective, that
perhaps needs further work here is his tendency to read the worst in future
possible situations. This is something that will probably, of course, take time
to alter, even after he has left VLM. In the meantime he is showing an
awareness of this tendency and is working on modifying thought patterns.

I spoke with Father Jim today about the possibility of the parish in Blanco.
He would like time to consider this. He does appreciate the affirmation and
trust you have in him.

Father Burns has signed the necessary release form for the enclosed
summary to be sent to you, on condition.that it is not given to another
person without his express permission. When you have finished reading the
summary please send it back to us. This procedure has been recommended
by our legal counsel and also reflects our concern for the priests who come
to us and their dioceses

Respectfully yours,

(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P.
Director: Villa Louis Martin
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PAGE TWO

The meeting with his Bishop and staff was a case in point. Even though it was clear to
attending staff that his Bishop responded with personal affirmation and provided much
positive feedback, Jim had difficulty retaining this. By the following day, in individual
psychotherapy, he was already in the midst of negative ruminations. He focused on the
suggestion made during the meeting that he consider assignment in the Archdiocese of Santa
Fe. He interpreted this as meaning that his Bishop did not trust him and wanted him out
of the Gallup Diocese. He was genuinely surprised to hear that the suggestion had come
from the staff. The intent had been to ensure a less isolated and stressful ministry. In group
psychotherapy, it was also observed that "Jim tends to look at the worst possibility" and
"attempts to prepare himself for every disaster that could happen."

Jim also gained insight into his tendency to have highly idealized expectations of persons in
authority. The inevitable disillusionments then lead to an equally unrealistic devaluing of
the person as untrustworthy or uncaring. However, his spiritual director saw him as making
progress in being able to have a more balanced perspective. His Art Therapist also
commented that Jim is becoming more aware that he "tends to misread situations, to his
detriment." She felt that it was essential for Jim to "check out his assumptions" and to
continue working on "communicating what he is experiencing."

This month, Jim also worked on coming to terms more with his sexuality. It was noted in
Sexuality Group that he has been struggling to achieve more clarity with regard to his sexual
orientation. Becoming more aware and accepting of his sexuality will also allow him to
safeguard against acting out by finding appropriate and rewarding sources of emotional
support. Jim is beginning to see that his habit of isolation and denial is not a healthy long-
term solution. This realization has contributed to his continuing reevaluation of his lifestyle.
His art therapist saw him as better able to allow himself "to be a person, separate from his
role as priest." This was also explored in individual therapy. Jim feels much less compelled
these days to be totally available and responsible for everything and totally in charge, with
little thought for proper self-care and leisure time. In Psychodrama, he was able to look at
specific recreational options, such as going fishing.

Overall, Jim has taken many of the appropriate steps this month to prepare himself for
return to parish duties and a more balanced lifestyle.

This information has been disclosed to you
from records whose confidentiality is protected
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFR,
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further
disclosure of it without the specific written
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A
general authorization for the release of

medical or other information is NOT sufficient
for this purpose.
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP

711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE
P.O. Box 1338 e Gallup, New Mexico 87305 e Telephone (505) 863-4406

@ﬂ October 16, 1990
2\

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P.
Director: Villa Louis Martin
Servants of the Paraclete
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Father Peter:

Thank you for your letter of October 8, 1990 and the progress

report of Father James Burns prepared by _ The report

is being returned as requested.

Needless to say, | am pleased with his progress and happy to
see that he is almost ready to be reassigned. | believe the challenge
at Blanco would be very good for him. | have consulted with some of
his priest-friends and they all feel strongly that he should look upon
this assignment in a positive light. '

| continue to be concerned about Jim's always reading so negatively
into everything. Your report provided good examples of ways in which
this occurs.

| shall continue to do all | can to affirm and support Jim. | hope
he will continue to be open and willing to receive positive and negative
in-put. This seems to me to be so important for his on-going growth.

Thank you, once again, for being so generous in helping us help

Jim. I shall always be grateful to you and the Paracletes for this
generous gift which you are giving the Diocese of Gallup.

Fraternally in Christ,

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS
Bishop of Gallup
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D.

Bishop of Gallup

P.O. Box 1317

Gallup, NM 87305 November 5, 1990

Dear Bishop Pelotte,

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Burns for the period from
September 10 to October 4. The staff see Father Burns as having made much progress
here and recommend his return to active ministry, provided he continue in therapy,
spiritual direction, and his own program of taking balanced care of his needs as a person.

After the time period covered by the enclosed summary, Father Burns was offered the
pastorship at Bianco and has accepted this assignment. In view of his past history as a
pastor, as well as the gains he has made in therapy, it seems likely he will do well as
pastor in Bianco. The staff at VLM feel that two things will be important in Fr. Burns’
maintaining the positive, productive attitude he is evidencing at this time. First of all, he
should not take "personal" responsibility for the indebtedness of the parish at Bianco.
This does not mean to imply that he will not work with his parishioners to reduce the debt,
but rather, this is meant as an encouragement to him to avoid the anxiety and resentment
that is likely to oppress him if feels the debt is now totally his responsibility. The second
thing that will be helpful to him is the realization that at six and twelve months there will
be an evaluation of the situation and his general well-being, with the possibility of resigning
the parish, without in any way impugning his capabilities and good will.

Father Burns has signed the necessary release form for the enclosed summary to be sent
to you, on condition that it is not given to another person without his express permission.
When you have finished reading the summary please send it back to us. This procedure
has been recommended by our legal counsel and also reflects our concern for the priests
who come to us and their dioceses

Respectfully yours,
(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P.
Director: Villa Louis Martin
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PROGRESS REPORT: REV. JAMES BURNS

SEPTEMBER \ OCTOBER 1990

e

Please find below summaries of Rev. James Burn’s participation in the various program
components from September 10 through October 4, 1990.

This has been a decisive month for Jim. He was able to work through much of his anger
and disappointment over not being able to return to his parish. This allowed him to explore
alternative possibilities in a much more open and flexible manner. He also worked on
integrating an appropriate regard for his health and emotional well-being.

Jim’s Spiritual Director observed a "greater peace, less anxiety and an openness to whatever
direction will unfold." His Art Therapist noted "a considerable change in Jim’s attitude."
He appeared "positive, optimistic and enthusiastic about his future options, even though they
are not entirely settled." She also noted that his artwork "conveyed an inner peace." In
Individual Therapy, Jim showed a greater willingness to accept things more at face value
without looking constantly for the negative side. Jim is becoming increasingly aware of his
tendency to ruminate over the worst-case scenario. Jim refers to this habit as "crepe
hanging," and acknowledges that it is very entrenched and tends to spoil whatever enjoyment
and sense of peace he might have. He is particularly vulnerable to this attitude when
dealing with authority. His group therapist observed that Jim takes a rather extreme
position towards persons in authority. On the one hand, they are idealized and placed on
a pedestal; when they fail to live up to his unrealistic standards of perfection, Jim feels —
betrayed and very angry. Jim would benefit from continued work in this area. ;3‘

Nevertheless, his gains have been substantial enough to allow him to consider, in an open-
minded fashion, the possibility of accepting an assignment. Staff had been concerned that
a future appointment would coincide with Jim’s needs for continued therapeutic support,
spiritual direction, and a more health-conscious lifestyle. (Note: this paragraph was written
before Jim was assigned to and accepted pastorship at Blanco.) Jim may be tempted to
accept whatever is offered, even though he may see a given assignment as involving him in
a physically and emotionally detrimental lifestyle. Jim has become more aware of his
tendency to discount his needs, wishes, or aspirations by fantasizing a negative response from .
authority. Nevertheless, he will need therapeutic support in this area, otherwise he is at risk
to sabotage himself and find himself once again in a situation where he feels overworked or
unappreciated.

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000296

DOG.BURNS.00296



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000297



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000298



SEf}V
O
PARACLETE

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586
FINAL THERAPY SUMMARY

Reverend James Burns
Villa Louis Martin
November 9, 1990

The Reverend James Burns began his therapy/renewal program at Villa Louis Martin on
May 6 of this year and completed it on the 9th of November. Father Burns came to VLM
to work on issues related to stress, celibacy and rumors regarding management of funds
in the parish at Winslow. A parish audit subsequently cleared Fr. Burns of any suspicion.

During the course of his program Father Burns underwent significant changes in terms of
his understanding of God’s forgiveness, his own self worth, his sexuality and the integrated
nature of his humanness and priesthood. He worked well with others in the program and
developed deep friendships of a nature that will be helpful and sustaining toward future
ministry, both his own and that of others. He also developed a better understanding of
how stress affects him, i.e., moving him toward isolation and resentment, and he has been
able to develop more efficient ways of coping with stress: taking time for himself and
activities that help to restore his energy, and avoiding the assumption of excessive
responsibility. At the same time, the staff at VLM feel that Father Burns would be
helpfed by further therapeutic work in the area of authority, both his and that of others.
Because of this concern and the importance of integrating what he has done at VLM with
his life as pastor, the staff at VLM recommend that he continue in individual therapy and
spiritual direction.

The staff recommend at this time that Father Burns return to active ministry in the
Diocese and believe that he will function well in his work as pastor. It has been a
pleasure to have Father Burns in the program and to witness the commitment he has
shown both to his own personal growth and to ministry.

Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D.
Director: Villa Louis Martin
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PLANNING/DISCHARGE MEETING

Reverend Jim Burns
Villa Louis Martin
November 06, 1990

PRESENT:
Most Reverend Donald Pelotte, S.S.S., D.D.

Reverend James Burns
Reverend Peter Lechner

Keverend Richard Drabik, M.I.C,, Spiritual Director
Reverend Clyde Landry, Co-Director of Aftercare
Reverend Neil Saller, T.O.R., Director of Aftercare

Father Burns began the meeting by giving a general summary of his background and the
reasons why he came to Villa Louis Martin, as well as a summary of what he has
accomplished in the program. He stated that there was a twofold reason for entering the
program. First, he was accused of acting out, many years ago, with a _vou

me nen went on to say that he had felt for a long time that he was beyond hope
as far as forgiveness and salvation were concerned. He felt that he had violated his
priestly commitment to celibacy, and because of that he was unable to be forgiven.
Therefore, he turned all his attention to his work and became a workaholic. He said that
he worked hard for his people but ended up being an empty shell. He finally realized that
he had little or nothing to give to his people because internally he was an empty shell and
had no spiritual resources. He also mentioned that, because of his early seminary training

in the era in which he was brought up, he had built a wall against relationships with
women. He mentioned that the training at the seminary concerning sexuality was absent.

During his time in the program, he began to learn about the unconditional forgiveness of
God. He began to develop a strong spiritual life. He worked on his sexuality and has
come to terms with his sexuality; however, he still is unsure of his sexual orientation.
While here, he learned how to handle intimacy and develop good, solid, adult relationships.
He also found out that he is a person and his identification is not only with priesthood, as
Father Burns, but he has also found that he needs time for Jim Burns. As a consequence
of that, he has begun to develop outside interests and hobbies, and is determined to
continue taking time for himself in the future. ‘

He then discussed the assignment to the parish of St. Rose of Lima in Blanco, New

Mexico. At first, he felt that there were a number of problems connected with this

assignment, specifically the remote area in which it is located, and the large debt which

the parish is saddled with. However, upon reflection and consultation with staff, he has
LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000301
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Rev. James Burns, Planning/Discharge Conference, page 2

come to realize that the remote area would offer him time for other activities such as
hobbies, fishing, etc.

Concerning the debt of the parish, it originally frightened him, but he came to realize
that he cannot own that debt--it is not his. He intends to work with priests in the area
and to join an organization for priests who are in one-man parishes. He also plans to
work on exercise and diet, which he has not done so far because of the amount of work
done in other problem areas. He mentioned the fact that because of the remoteness of
the locality, he would need a TV dish in order to receive television broadcasts.

He mentioned then that his plans concerning aftercare included seeing Father Richard
Drabik, his spiritual director, at least once a month, and continuing in individual therapy
with a therapist in Farmington. He feels that he has gained a great deal of help through
the VLM program, and is determined to follow through with the gains already made.

_ Father Burns’ focal therapist, commented on his summary and
said that it was a good summary of what has happened to him here. dmain
concern is that Father Burns continue in a balanced lifestyle. She is afraid that there is
a temptation for him to isolate himself and then to work too much. She feels that he has
done very good work here, and she suggests that he set up a therapy recommendation as

quickly as possible.

Father Richard Drabik commented that Father Burns has worked very hard, especially
in the area of spiritual development. Father Richard addressed the problem of Father
Burns living in a parish alone, since the recommendation of the staff had been that he
live with others. However, after Father Burns consulted with the staff and reflected upon
this assignment, it then became Father Burns decision to accept the assignment. Father
Richard also warned against the temptation not to follow through on therapy and spiritual
direction, and urged a strong commitment to the above-stated therapeutic program. Father
Richard also mentioned that Father Burns is a man of deep convictions and sense of
responsibility, and that he has accomplished much- spiritual gain.

then commented that Father Burns has done very well in the
therapeutlc process of psychodrama. She feels that he was an asset to the group and was
very intuitive with the role-playing. She did say that in certain family dynamics there were
some intense scenes, and Father Burns became somewhat frightened and uncomfortable
and she feels that this would need further exploration in therapy. pointed out
that there is underlying anger toward authority and she feels this also should be addressed
further. She feels that Father Burns will be able to realize any danger signals concerning
workaholism or taking the parish debt personally upon his own shoulders, so that he would
be able to avoid those danger areas. She was struck by his complete change from having
been told to take the assignment, to owning the decision to accept it himself. She made
one other comment that he did extremely good work in the sexuality group because of his
honesty and directness.
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Rev. James Burns, Planning/Discharge Conference, page 3

Father Neil Saller commented that Father Burns seems to be a community person, from
observations in his interactions with the men in the program. He also commented that
he is well-liked and appreciated by the men, and stated that he found Father Burns to
be a very pleasant and friendly asset to the community at VLM.

Father Clyde Landry also commented that Father Burns is well-respected by the men in
the community here. Father Landry mentioned that he is touched by Father Burns’
commitment to ministry and to the diocese. He sees a deep love for the people to whom
Father Burns ministers. Father Landry said his task in the next two years would be to
help, to question, and to guide Father Burns in the aftercare program.

At this point, Bishop Pelotte offered his observations, the first of which was his
unawareness of the staff’s concern about the assignment to Blanco. The Bishop’s purpose
in assigning Father Burns to the parish in Blanco was in order to give Father Burns a good
parish and a respectable assignment. The Bishop agrees that the parish debt is not Father
Burns’ personal responsibility, and the Bishop is willing to tell the people of the parish that
the debt is theirs and that it is their responsibility. In giving this assignment to Father
Burns, the Bishop bypassed the normal procedures of the diocese, which call for an
announcement and application for those who wish to apply. The Bishop said that this
upset some of the priests in the diocese, who assumed that Father Burns would be an
associate, after having been in the treatment program. Bishop Pelotte shares the concerns
which were brought forth by the staff. First of the all, the debt is not personal, and
therefore should not be seen as a burden by Father Burns. Secondly, the concern about
isolation was addressed by the Bishop, in that, there are more priests in that particular
county and area than in any other area of the diocese, so that Father Burns can reach out
to these priests for companionship and support. Thirdly, in the concern about spirituality,
the Bishop mentioned that, in the former parish, the some people remarked that Father
Burns had been spiritually bankrupt, and so it is vitally important that he be able to
nourish the people of Blanco spiritually. The Bishop said that the people of Blanco need
to be loved nurtured and fed, and this will be Father Burns’ responsibility. The Bishop
also commented that the church needs a new style of management, a more collaborative
one, rather than the practice of the past, where the pastor merely laid down the law. And
‘the Bishop hopes that Father Burns will be able to develop a more collaborative style of
leadership in dealing with the people of the parish. The Bishop also agreed to a trial
period of six month or so, at which time the assignment will be reevaluated, and if all is
not going well for Father Burns or the parish, then another assignment will be considered.
Bishop Pelotte suggested a particular therapist in Farmington, a [|Jililir whom he
has a great deal of confidence, and hopes that an initial appointment with this therapist
will be in place before Father Burns leaves Jemez Springs. will contact and
cooperate with

Father Peter Lechner strongly urged that a definite appointment be set up with the
therapist before Father Burns leaves the program. Father Peter’s reason is that Father

Burns will need someone with whom to confer immediately, in the event that other
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Rev. James Burns, Planning/Discharge Conference, page 4

accusations should surface, or that the criticism of this assignment by other priests should
present a problem. It will always be of vital importance for Father Burns to be able to
speak with and to have confidence in a support person as soon as any difficulty should
present itself. Father Peter’s reasons for immediate contact with a therapist center around
possible legal problems in the future, as well as handling any criticism that might be a
problem from the clergy. Father Peter also feels that to be in touch every week with a
therapist will help to continue to integrate all the work accomplished here. The transition

period will pose its own problems, and this also will call for the help and support of a
therapist.

mentioned two areas which Father Burns will continue to work with-
chronic self-devaluation and negative ruminations, which_feels

can very well improve in future therapy.

Father Peter mentioned that, after Father Burns leaves here, he should have two weeks

of real vacation separate from the time needed to move his belongings from one place
to the other.

The meeting ended with Father Burns thanking Bishop Pelotte and the staff for all that
has been done for him.

Reverend Neil R. Saller, T.O.R., J.U.L.
Director of Aftercare
Villa Louis Martin

This information has been disclosed to you
from records whose confidentiality is protected
by Federal Law, Federal Regulation (42 CFR,
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further
disclosure of it without the specific written
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or
as otherwise permittad by such regulations. A
general authorization for the release of
medical or other information Is NOT sufficient
for this purpose.
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

Report of Aftercare Visit for
Rev. Jim Burns
January 15-16, 1991

As part of the Aftercare Recommendations for Rev. Jim Burns of the
Diocese of Gallup, following the therapeutic program of Villa Louis
Martin, a personal visit was arranged with Fr. Jim on January 15-
16, 1991. Jim was most welcoming for the visit and I appreciated
his hospitality. Jim arrived at his new assignment early in
December and has spent the last month adjusting to the parish and
parishioners. After being in his former assignment for a number of
years, I can understand how this would be a difficult time for Jim.

I arrived at St. Rose near noon time and Jim was just completing a
funeral service in the Church. Jim invited me to join him at lunch
with the family of the deceased and I was happy to do so. It
‘afforded me the opportunity to interact with some of the
parishioners and thus get a better feeling for the parish and how
Jim is adjusting to his assignment. I found the parishioners to be
most friendly and welcoming. I also was happy to observe that most
of the people present were very appreciative to have Jim as their
pastor and many took the trouble to tell me so. I was only
introduced as a priest-friend of Jim’s and yet they all felt it was
important that I know how much they like their new pastor. Also,
in speaking with Jim about the funeral and the dinner I could not
help but notice his sensitivity to the people of the parish. Jim
told me of a few people who felt very alienated from the church as
a result of events in the past and how he has managed to approach
some of them on an informal basis. He has also begun to get out a
little and have dinner with a few families in the parish. All this
seems to be happening in a well-balanced and healthy manner.

DOG.BURNS.00307



I think it would be very important to note here that Jim is still
"moving into" the parish. Much of his possessions are still in
boxes; he is learning the physical needs of the plant; he is
getting to know parishioners; he is catching up on administrative
work that has been put off for a while; he is getting his offices
in order. It doesn’t take one very long to see that much has been
done and much needs to be done. Jim assures me that he is working
at his own pace knowing full well that much work will be there even
after he is gone. Also, I think it is important to note that for
a new pastor it takes several months for relationships to develop
and to get a handle on how things have been done in the past. Jim
mentioned that the Parish Council has been most supportive. He has
also been able to organize a finance board to watch over and manage
the parish monies.

Personally, Jim has been doing well so far. When we discussed the
aftercare directives from Villa Louis Martin, Jim said that because
of the holidays, his moving, and taking care of some immediate
needs on the parish he has not been able to meet with the theraplst
in Farmington 'as vyet. Jim said he called him once prior to
Christmas, but he (the therapist) was not in at the time and didn’t
return the call. Jim also explained that Richard Drabik, spiritual
director, had scheduled two trips to Blanco but had to cancel both
times because of the weather. Also the group of priests in the
area had a get-together planned but again the weather forced
cancellation. I do not doubt Jim’s good intentions but I urged him
strongly to take care of these recommendations as soon as possible
since the staff of VLM believes they are the minimum for Jim’s good
health and well-being.

Jim and I spoke at great length about this important
recommendations and how necessary it was for him to take some
action. While he has been busy and much has happened in his life
over the past month, I pointed out that it was now time for action.
Jim is very quick to take care of the needs of the parish and
parishioners and he is also aware that he could easily fall again
into the pattern of working without time for himself or neglect to
take up any interests outside of the church parish.

We spoke of what a typical day in his ministry might look like and
again Jim spoke of numerous parish activities. Much to his credit,
he also stated that he really likes to set his own pace and take
time to relax in the evenings, watch TV, and cook dinner. I told
Jim I didn’t think anyone would have any problem with that but
there is still no one to honestly talk to and check out his
feelings with. Jim agreed with the observation and I think he
understood the need to have this kind of person in his life. I
must add here that Jim was certainly not afraid to address these
issues with me and admit that something needed to happen. There
was certainly no hesitation and a wonderful attitude of honesty on
Jim’s part. Jim seems to be very willing to take the necessary
steps to meet the requirements of the aftercare recommendations.

2
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May 00, 1991

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D.
Bishop of Gallup

P.O. Box 1317

Gallup, New Mexico 87305

Dear Bishop Pelotte:

The following is the Aftercare Report for Father Jim Burns for the period of April 22-26,
1991, at Villa Louis Martin.

PSYCHODRAMA 04/23/91 The Aftercare Psychodrama session
was designed to assist the men in honing in on their particular challenges since leaving
VLM. Each man proposed a question to a fantasy panel of experts. The men appeared
to have fun with the exercise and they brought up a lot of humor into the work.

Jim was the most dominant energy in this particular group. His humor seemed to be
enjoyed by the other men. He was particularly entertaining in his character portrayals
today. While assisting his peers with their challenges by sharing his thoughts and
opinions, he did it with humor and in the characterization of the different people of his
historical significance. Jim has obviously made an excellent adjustment to his parish
assignment, and now feels that what has transpired has been very good for him. He
speaks of being grateful for his experience at VLM. His life seems rich and it appears that
Jim has done much to follow the suggestions and practice the things he learned at VLM.
It also seems that Jim is making a special effort to take time for himself and to do things
to meet his needs, other than work.

ARt THERAPY 04/24/91 ||| A< rca-

Jim appears to be happy and content with his assignment and living conditions. He
seems to be able to relate to the people of his parish and he seems to have presented
himself and his style of leadership in a manner that was palatable to the parishioners.

My previous concern that Jim would quickly return to a workaholic mode is dispelled.
He seems to be taking time for himself in a healthy manner. He has interests and
hobbies and he seems to be socializing with fellow priests and finding it enjoyable.

Jim is cautious about his assignment and would prefer to keep the six-month contract
open, but at the present time he seems to be looking forward to remaining in the parish
and taking a day at a time.

I did not hear one negative comment from Jim nor did I hear him allude to possible
problems, and for Jim this is growth, for he had a tendency to dwell on the negative, to
the detriment of his own happiness.
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GROUP PSYCHOTHERAPY 04/25/91 | NI 115 125t group session for
the aftercare men focused mostly on one other person. Jim’s dealing with that person
was to give him a lot of advice and tell him fairly directly what Jim thought would be the
best thing for him to do. This is someone whom Jim knows well because they were in
the same group while they were in the program before. I was a little surprised about the
clarity with which Jim gave his advice and made his suggestions, and the firm conviction
he has that this was really the right thing for this man to do. I had not worked with Jim
before, so I don’t know if this is something pretty typical of his communication style or
if he was doing it more for the benefit of this other person, who has been vacillating for
many years now on this same question for himself.

For himself, Jim seems happy and content. He is obviously a man with a strong and fairly
dominant personality, which was evident just in the brief time that I saw him today. He
was sincerely trying to be helpful, and that came through in the suggestions that he was
making.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 04/25/91 ( Rev. Richard J. Drabik, MIC): Jim has continued his life
of prayer, particularly getting involved with the parishioners on the rosary, having time
for his own adoration, reading of Scripture and preparing for Scripture sessions. He is
finding a bit of a struggle with the divine office, and we talked about praying for the
grace and really letting the Holy Spirit move him in this regard. All in all, I see a
continued development of positive attitude towards his priesthood, towards hearing the
people of God and really being in touch with that old principle . . . the voice of the
people is the voice of God. He has had a few struggling moments with responding to the
needs of the greater church in the diocese, and has some strong sense of feelings of
things that appear to be taking the church for granted or taking advantage of the greater
church, but he has come to a determination that he will lift this more in prayer than the
tendency of making observations or getting frustrated. There are resolutions to share
with the Bishop and to really let the Bishop know his continuing care and support. I am
very encouraged by the positive and down-to-earth and committed attitude of Jim. He
is a priests’ priest and a very definite grace for the church and the priesthood.

This information has been disclosed to you
from records whose confidentiality is protected
by Federal Law. Federal Regula@ion (42 CFR,
Part 2) prohibits you from makmg any‘further
disclosure of it without the specific written
consent of the person to whom it perta!ns, or
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A
general authorization for the release of N
medical or other information is NOT sufficient

for this purpose.
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP

711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE
P. O. Box 1338 ¢ Gallup, New Mexico 87305 ¢ Telephone (505) 863-4406

@@; March 30, 1991

Rev. Clyde B. Landry
Servants of the Paraclete
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Clyde:

Just a brief note to thank you for your March 26, letter informing me
about Father Jim Burns' upcoming after-care workshop. Since this is Holy
Week and on Monday I leave for a bishop's meeting in San Diego I hasten to
answer your letter, even if only briefly.

As you remember I installed Fr. Burns as pastor not long after he
assumed leadership of the parish. I have found him in good form and back
to his old self while there. He certainly has been able to get things moving
already inspite of the many obstacles they face. But the people were without
doubt very excited and positive about him and his leadership. I think our
placement of him there was the best possible approach. He is challenged but
does not allow it to appear overwhelming.

A few days after the installation we had a priests in-service day here
in Gallup. Jim did not come as he reported he was ill. I was concerned that
perhaps he didn't appear as he was finding it difficult to face his brother-
priests as a group for the first time. I'm not sure what was involved here
and I didn't have the opportunity to follow up on it. Nonetheless, he did come
to the Chrism Mass dinner and Eucharist on Monday and was in his normally good
and enjoyable form. I see alot of growth in him and I hope what one sees from
the outside truly reflects how he feels within. I hope to have more time in the
future to sit and chat with him so that I can be sure things are moving along
in a postive way. He is a good man and I will do anything I can to affirm and
support him. And thank you for all that you have done. A blessed Easter to
you!

Fraternally in Christ,

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS
Bishop of Gallup

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000322

DOG.BURNS.00322



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000323



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000324



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000325



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000326



DIOCESE OF GALLUP

711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE
P. O. Box 1338 ¢ Gallup, New Mexico 87305 ¢ Telephone (505) 863-4406

October 26, 1992

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D.
Program Director

Servants of the Paraclete

Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Fr. Lechner:

~ Your letter of October 17, and the provisional draft of the summary
of the meeting on October 13, reached me on the 2ist. Thank you for this.
| have read the report very carefully and am extremely pleased at the fine.
job Fr. Drabik did in recording our meeting. | think it is clear and
accurately covers our discussion. There is only one minor emission on Pg.
4. Apparently one word has been omitted. | have indicated this in my draft.

. During this past week | was on retreat with Jim Burns. | think he's
still very pleased with the arrangement we have proposed. This doesn't make
the matter any easier for him but | believe he is willing to cope with it.
| have not heard from since our meeting. All things being equal they
should be in process in implementing our recommendation.

Before you left on the 13th, you made mention of the billing for -
evaluation. Since then | have received notification that this
evaluation was paid for by the Servants of the Paraclete. Needless to say |
am extremely grateful for this. I'm not certain who was behind this but please
extend to everyone my heartfelt gratitude. Thank you for all that you do for us
and for all the priests of our country.

Fraternally in Christ,

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS
Bishop of Gallup
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PARACLETE

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586
Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D.
Bishop of Gallup
P.O. Box 1317
Gallup, NM 87305 October 17, 1992

Dear Bishop Pelotte,

Enclosed is a provisional draft of the summary of the meeting held with Fr.
Burns and_on the 13th of October. After you have read this,
please let me know whether there are any changes or corrections you feel
need to be made. I am sending copies to the therapists and Frs. Burns and
and asking them likewise for any corrections they feel need to be
made.

When you have read this, and made appropriate notes, please return the
enclosed to me. I ask this because much of the material in the summary is
related to therapy and should, I believe, be treated with the same
confidentiality as notes from therapy sessions. If you think it would be a
good idea for a statement to be made regarding the essential
recommendations and structure of the "supportive relationship" please let me
know.

As always I would ask that the contents of the summary not be disclosed to
a third party without the express permission of the priests concerned in this
case, Fathers Burns and Mahlmann.

I would like to acknowledge the good spirit and cooperation that prevailed
at the meeting. It was, I feel, a very constructive and worthwhile meeting.

Sincerely yours,
(Rt
Peter Lechner, s.P.

copies \Rev. James Burns



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000329



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000330



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000331



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000332



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000333



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000334



M) B0, J773 o '
. L

Re: _/Parishioner at Fr. Tim Farrell's Parish :

ThkkkkEkEkEkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhhkkkkhkikkikkkkkkikikkikiiik

Don--

I received a phone call from Fr. Farrell this morning at approximately
8:20 AM regarding You may recall that- picked us up at the
airport at Saint John's last year for the Fiesta Mass. She drove a large
station wagon, has two sons--one 14 and another 16. She has been the choir
director for a number of years for the parish.

-has been in counseling with a F(Mormon Counselor) who

is reputed to be very good in her field. has been dealing with a series

of suppressed memories dating back to when she was four years of age and her
father, then a much younger man (- is now 41) involed in Santanic
Rituals/Practices beginning with her indoctrination at age four. She developed
a compulsive masturbation habit at the encouragement of her father who used
this as a "preamble'" to get her "into" the cult practices.

Gradually, as she grew older, -began to seek counsel and advice, both
in the Confessional and out. Enter Fr.-. He gradually took advantage
of her youth and confusion and began to ask her to masturbate in the
confessional. Sometimes, he would invite her into the Sacristy and have her
strip and perform oral sex or masturbate there. He "anointed her with oil"
and placed a candle in her rectum and a crucifix in her vagina as part of
the "cure."

Later on, Fr. Burns was brought in as a "consultant." The ritual abuse
heightened and some of it took place in the living room of the rectory, at
other times in Church. Burns o 1 would sit in the President's Chair.
They would encourage to "get ready" by masturbating herself. Then
the twins would be brought in--two boys also abused by-, (and Burns?)
The boys would wrestle one another until one pinned the other on the floor.
Then Burns or] ) would masturbate one of the boys to ""get him ready" and
they would ritually take turns raping and sodomizing

Tim said that about six weeks ago,-was in the rectory living room
and had to leave the house because she suffered a flash-back and said she
could "see, hear, feel and even smell" the acts that had occurred there so
many years previously.
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LITTLE COLORADO
BERNAVIORAL NE@LTHN CENTERS

P.O. Box 579, St. Johns, AZ 85936

)
@&hns 337-4301 Springerville 333-2683

May 6, 1993

Bishop Donald E. Pelotte
P.O. Box 1338
Gallup, New Mexico 87305

Dear Bishop Pelotte:
has asked that I correspond with you.regarding the

believability of memories brought forward by persons who have had
to resort to dissociative measures for preservation of sanity.

I am an Arizona Board Licensed Psychologist with license F I
have been in We of mental health counseling for years.
I have known since 1980 : inical supervisor
for her counselors [ IGzEG andeor the entire
duration of therapy. She had one of the most severe
histories of 1ncestual and ritual abuse I have ever known. Her
dissociative states were so well defined that most of them had
names. Her therapy was successfully completed nearly three years
ago in that all her dissociative states were successfully
integrated into one fully functioning whole. It was the most
successful case of it’s kind I have ever seen.

Since -began her therapy in 1980, I have encountered nu us
other cases of dissociative ego states. What I learned from 's
case I have used as a yardstick in the other cases.

There is much current literature that demeans the validity of the
memories of the dissociative states. Needless to say, the content
is very sordid and easier to discount than deal with. The greater

the trauma, the more complicated the dissociative system. A
complication arises in the definition of the borderline
personality. This type of person never seems to get better in

therapy. They copy or multiply problems until they are insolvable.
Because they are so good at what they do, they can copy the
symptoms of people the see on television or read about in books.
Multiple personality disorders are a favorite target. This then
discounts the believability of the true Multiple Personality
Disorder.
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR
P.O. BOX 1338
GALLUP, NM 87306-1338
(505) 863-4406/4407
(505) 722-9131 FAX
DATE:___19 May, 1993 TIME: ___9:85AM
AEeec - rae
TO: FROM:
COMPANY NAME: — _Bishop Pelotte's Office
Servants of the Paraclete Gallup, NM
ATTENTION:
FAX NO: (505) 829-3706
ADDRESS:
MESSAGE:
Attached is the information from | NGGczNz@Nc o
resides in the Saint Johns, AZ area.
Total Number of Pages Transmitted Including This Page Three (3) (et us know if you do not recelve all pages)
Please Confirm Receipt of FAX By: [] prone [] eax [ MAL |
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LITTLE COLORADO
BENAVIORAL REA@LTHN CENTERS

P.O. Box 579, St. Johns, AZ 85936

St. Johns 337-4301 Springerville 333-2683

May 6, 1993

Bishop Donald E. Pelotte

P.O. Box 1338

Gallup, New Mexico 87305

Dear Bishop Pelotte:

_has asked that I correspond with you regarding the
believability of memories brought forward by persons who have had

to resort to dissociative measures for preservation of sanity.

T am an Arizona Board Licensed Psychologist with license #jJjjj}.
have been in the practice of mental health counseling for 22 years.
I have known *sinee 1980.Mica1 supervisor
for her counselors I 2nd for the entire
duration of 's therapy. She had one of the most severe
histories of incestual and ritual abuse I have ever known. Her
dissociative states were so well defined that most of them had
names. Her therapy was successfully completed nearly three years
ago 1in that all her dissociative states were successfully

integrated into one fully functioning whole. It was the most
successful case of it’s kind I have ever seen.

Since M began her therapy in 1980, I have encountered numerous
other cases of dissociative ego states. What I learned from HEEN's
case I have used as a yardstick in the other cases.

There is much current literature that demeans the validity of the
memories of the dissociative states. Needless to say, the content
is very sordid and easier to discount than deal with. The greater
the trauma, the more complicated the dissociative system. A
complication arises 1in the definition of the borderline
personality. This type of person never seems to get better in
therapy. They copy or multiply problems until they are insolvable.
Because they are so good at what they do, they can copy the
symptoms of people the see on television or read about in books.
Multiple personality disorders are a favorite target. This then
discounts the believability of the true Multiple Personality
Disorder.
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DATE; May 17, 1993

TO; EBishop Donald E. Pelotte
Bishop of Gallup
Box 1338
Gallup, New Mexico &730%

re: [N

1 have been requested J:-y-an_d by _, longtime. counselor of
s, to please write to you and tell you my professional opinion
regarding the counselling and reality of therapy.

co-counselor for- for nearly four years. During that time period
iwor-ked long and hard to put her life together and he akle to live
without the fear and pain that she brought with her info counselling. Ego
State Therapy was the main therapy used. She responded well and many
unresolved issues were resolved, :

The incidents of sexual akuse that she painfully 1em9mhexed were consistant
throughout her therapy. They came about slowly and over a long period of -
time. Never, at any time, were suggestions given to her that wduld lead her
to make up these memories. Her memories are her own. It is my professional
opinion, that she was brutally ahused sexually by pevsons that she trusted

and loved. . o

-is an outstanding person in her own right. Through the years she has
grown into a loving and caring person. She is a dovout Catholic and in the
years that I have known her has heen faithful in living according to those
bheliefs. To accuse anyone of doing wrong would he & difficult decision for
her, and would only ke made if it were the truth.

It is my bhelief that whatever the accusations are, you can believe them.
None of us will ever know the extent of fear and pain that she has suffered.
Not only physically, but emotionally. 8he is an honest young woman,filled
with compassion and love for others. A good wife and outstanding mother,
with nothing to gain by telling a lie, hut everything to gain by telling the
‘tl"ufh.

!ental Health Counselor

1700 Barlow, 92
Bartlecsville, Ok, 74006
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Psychotherapist

agstalrl, a

May 20, 1993
Bishop Donald E. Pelotte
Bishop of Gallup
P.O. Box 1338
Gallup, New Mexico 87305

Dear Bishop Pelotte:

I have been requested to submit a general clinical summary of
my contact with h This letter will include a brief
history of my clinical experience followed by a general summary of
my work with This letter is being written with her consent.

My professional training includes a Masters Degree in Clinical
Social Work from the University of Minnesota in 1979. Since that
time I have worked in a variety of mental health clinics 1in
Minnesota, South Carolina, and Arizona. These positions included
outpatient therapy, outpatient adult/children program ‘director
supervising other therapists, and program coordinator for a family
incest treatment center. I have received on-going training in the
field with emphasis on issues of sexual abuse including diagncsis
and treatment of dissociative disorders, diagnosis and treatment of
sexual perpetrators, assessment and treatment of sexual abuse
victims, and intervention with incest families. I am currently in
private practice in Flagstaff, Arizona and work closely with child
protective services and the court system.

My clinical contact with N w2s initiated by her
individual therapist while I was employed at the Guidance Center.
The purpose for referral was to assess for participation in a
an's therapy group which I co-led for victims of sexual &abuse.
had at that time done extensive individual work and
participation in group was seen as adjunct to this. The following
assessment was obtained from my initial interview, her subseguent
participation in group, and periodic contact I have had with her
sinc ' ended .
presented with a clinical diagnosis of a severe
dissociative disorder which had over the course of long term
intensgive treatment responded with the following significant
changes ie., documented integration of memory, affect and behavior
resulting in elimination of disabling symptoms, reduced reliance on
a dissociative process which resulted in increased connections,
continuity and consistency in functioning. These changes directly
followed her accessing repressed memories, feelings and
perceptions.

Authenticity of repressed memories for this patient can be
assessed from two separate directions. Those patients which
DE WO REHOURest ionable credibility generally fall into the
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Your Excellency Bishop Donald E. Pelotte
Bishop of Gallup

P.0. Box 1338

Gallup, New Mexico 87305

Dear Bishop Pelotte:

I am writing this letter in regards to our meeting in your
office on March 31, 1993. During this meeting, with Rev.
Timothy Farrell and Mr. Fl also present, we discussed
my allegations concerning Rev. ames Burnas. These
allegations, including sexual abuse and rape by Father Burns,
require action be taken.

I understand that it will take some time to continue the
investigation and to come to a conclusion and some resolution
in this matter. I respectfully, but strongly, request that
Father Burns be removed from a parish situation or any other
situation wvhere he has access to children and young adults.

I believe that children and young adulte are at risk and I
find it very uncomfortable to leave them at risk while the
investigation continues. Further action can be considered at
the conclusion of the investigation.

Respectfully,

[] RN
MAY 2 6 1893

-----------------------------
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Psychotherapist

agsta ’ rizona

May 20, 1993
Bishop Donald E. Pelotte
Bishop of Gallup
P.O. Box 1338
Gallup, New Mexico 87305

Dear Bishop Pelotte:

I have been to submit a general clinical summary of
my contact with This letter will include a brief
history of my clinical experience followed by a general summary of
my work with [l This letter is being written with her consent.

My professional training includes a Masters Degree in Clinical
Social Work from the University of Minnesota in 1979. Since that
time I have worked in a variety of mental health c¢linics in
Minnesota, South Carolina, and Arizona. These positions included
outpatient therapy, outpatient adult/children program director
supervising other therapists, and program coordinator for a family
incest treatment center. I have received on-going training in the
field with emphasis on issues of sexual abuse including diagnosis
and treatment of dissociative disorders, diagnosis and treatment of
sexual perpetrators, assessment and treatment of sexual abuse
victims, and intervention with incest families. I am currently in
private practice in Flagstaff, Arizona and work closely with child
protective services and the court system.

My clinical contact with was initiated by her
individual therapist while I was emploved at the Guidance Center.
The purpose for referral was to assess for participation in a
woman's therapy group which I co-led for victims of sexual abuse.

had at that time done extensive individual work and
participation in group was seen as adjunct to this. The following
assessment was obtained from my initial interview, her subsequent
participation in group, and periodic contact I have had with her

since group ended.
&presented with a clinical diagnosis of a severe
dissociative disorder which had over the course of long term

intensive treatment responded with the following significant
changes ie., documented integration of memory, affect and behavior
resulting in elimination of disabling symptoms, reduced reliance on
a dissociative process which resulted in increased connections,
continuity and consistency in functioning. These changes directly
followed |her accessing repressed memories, feelings and
perceptions.

Authenticity of repressed memories for this patient can be
assessed from two separate directions. Those patients which
present with questionable credibility generally fall into the
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following categories ie., suffering from an underlying thought
disorder or psychotic process and suffering from a borderline
personality disorder. A simple mental status exam rules out a
psychotic process. She is oriented to person, place and time.
There is no evidence of tangential thinking, hallucinations or
delusions. No part of her remembered history or functioning
supports a presence of a psychotic state. -also does not fit
the criteria for borderline personality disorder. There is no
evidence of marked, intensive identity disturbance, no evidence of
a pervasive pattern of instability of mood, interpersonal
relationships, or self image. All of s symptoms have over the
course of treatment been eliminated as repressed memories are
accessed. This in no way follows the pattern research shows with
borderline individuals. Rather they seem to get worse with memory
work.

The second direction in establishing credibility involves
examining common indicators used in assessing clinical
authenticity. - showed evidence of the presence of repressed
memory syndrome by the following 1) fears and avoidances
unexplained by her known history and eliminated when memory was
accessed, 2) specific indicators of emerging memories, 3) clinical
evidence of dissociation, 4) brief periods of time loss or memory
blanks. Another indicator which suggests authenticity involves
s spontaneous offering of inconsequential details during
memory access. In relationship to memories of family abuse there
is corroborat'ﬂiata from a sibling. Through her extensive course
in treatment has shown significant discomfort when sympathy or

support for repressed memories is offered. This feature 1is
uncommon for individuals who are creating memories for secondary
gains. Throughout my experience with I have noted a profound

presence of crippling disbelief as memories surface. Until
allows herself to believe she is left with disabling affective
experiences. At the point of memory access and belief her symptoms

disappear. This too is unheard of for those patients creating
memory for secondary gain. has no history of pathological
lyvying or delusional functioning. There is no evidence of her

experiencing an internal awareness of lying which is present when
individuals create symptoms.

Though certainly not exhaustive the above is a general summary
which I believe clinically supports the authenticity of -'s
repressed memories. If I can be of further assistance please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely,
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@ ©@% May 25, 1993

Bishop Donald E. Pelotte
Bishop of Gallup

P.O. Box 1338

Gallup, NM 87305

Dear Bishop Pelotte:

| am writing this letter on behalf of I a member of the St. Johns Catholic
Church parish, and a client of mine for the past 13 years. It is my understanding
that she has talked with you concerning her alleged sexual abuse by both former
FatheH and Father Burns, currently a pastor in New Mexico. It is also
my understanding that such allegations against priests take time to ferret out the
truth and to make decisions/judgments concerning the charges brought against
them. .

| would suggest that you give your full attention to these allegatlons
They warrant your concern.

| am a Nationally Certified Counselor, a licensed Arizona Certified Professional
Counselor, and a K-12 Certified School Counselor. | have been in the area of
counseling in the mental health profession for seven years and in school counseling
for nine years. During the time | counseled with | was under the clinical
supervision of I Dircctor of the Little Colorado Behavioral Health
Center.

I -5 ottested to the dissociative states experienced by [l and to the
integration of these states into a solid personality as memories were dealt with
through the years of therapy. Fracturing of the personality or dissociative states are
the result of extreme sexual/physical and/or ritualistic abuse. These dissociative
states hold the memories of the abuse leaving the original personality to function
on a daily basis. In therapy, each ego state releases the memories in order to heal
and push toward integration.

As Il therapist for over 13 years, | can attest to her honesty and integrity in
what she remembers to be true and to the lack of malice behind her allegations.
During the course of her therapy, we have explored the notion that she was lying and
making up the memories which came to her. However, several factors negate this
idea:

1. [lllhad intense body memories prior to having visual/auditory memories. The
body, as far as | know, does not lie.
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2. Her memories were consistent over the years. Nothing was ever added other
than to clarify details.

3. healed as a result of remembering suppressed information and dealing
with memories on several different levels.

4, In testing whether or not the power of suggestion could be used by her therapist.
to “put ideas in her head,” we found that she wouldn't accept what we
suggested but would accept only her inner reality.

5. Her therapists could have never made up the insane reality of her memories.

6. The dissociative parts of her personality integrated after they dealt sufficiently
with the memories they held. .

7. The therapy could not be pushed any faster than she was ready to deal with the
trauma she remembered.

8. Memories came when the time was right to remember them and when she
had healed or stretched her frame of reference enough to deal with them.

o. IR life was associated with the Catholic Church, her family and her career.
She didn't read books that were pornographic or satanic. However, her
memories are clearly those of one who has been victimized by pornography
and ritual abuse.

10. I continually questioned these memories concerning their truthfulness.
She had no reason to make up the memories. ‘

11. People cannot heal from trauma based on lies.

12. During a good portion of her therapy she never read books such as “The
Courage to Heal,” that would have suggested other people’s experiences.
Later in therapy when she could tolerate this type of reading material, the
experiences of others validated her own experiences.

Currently,-is remembering the abuse from these aforementioned priests
because the support and the time is right to remember this suppressed information.
Such information could not have been dealt with when it happened because of where
she was in her therapy and her dissociative state at that time. That's one of the
reasons the abuse could take place at that particular time and she wouldn't have
remembered it.

This information is extremely confidential. Please treat it as such. | share it with
you with Il permission so that you may make the best choice concerning
Father Burns.
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CERTIFIED POLYGRAPH EXAMINER
110 2nd Street SW, Suite 608
Albuquerque, New Mexico
87102

(505) 247-9914
October 24, 1993

James J. Mason,

Attorney at Law

101 West Aztec Avenue, Suite B
P.0. Box 1772

Gallup, New Mexicce 87305

Re: James Burns

Dear Mr. Mason:

On October 16, 1993, your client, James Burns, voluntarily came to this
polygraph suite for a polygraph examination.

The main issue under investigation is whether or not Mr. Burns was tell-
the truth when he denied ever witnessing, or participating, in any type
of sexual activity at St. John's, in Arizona.

A control question polygraph examination was conducted. The examination
consisted of three polygraph charts. The questions were reviewed in ad-
vance with Mr. Burns, and he approved of each question. The following
relevant questions were included and evaluated:

1. Did you ever see, or observe, ||l or any female engaging
in any type of sexual activity at St. John's in Arizona?
Answer: "NO"

2. Did you ever witness or participate in any type of sexual activity
at St. John's?
Answer: '"NO"

The polygraph charts were subjected to a detailed numerical evaluation.

On a scale where scores of +6 or higher indicate truthfulness, scores of
-6 or lower indicate deception, and scores of less than 6 in either
direction are inconclusive; Mr. Burns received a score of +11. That
score is highly consistent with truthfulness toward the relevant questions.

Therefore, it is my opinion that Mr. Burns was telling the truth when he
answered "NO" to the above listed relevant questions.

Polygraph License #_

Certified Polygraph hkxaml
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TEL: May 27'93 9:03 No.00!
SERV,
J0e c CONFIDENTIAL
P.O.Box 10 Jemez Springs, New Mcxxw 87()25 DO (5058293586 TANX (508) 8293706
Most Reverend Donald E. %’ fétte, S.S.,, Pu.D.
Bishop of Gallup
P.O. Box 1338
Gallup, NM 87305 May 27, 1993
Dear Bishop Pelotte, FAX 722 9135

The Rev. James Burns completed treatment at Villa Louis Martin in November of 1990.
At that time the program was favorable towards Father Jim’s assuming the role of pastor
of the parish in Blanco. In view of standards that have since become established with
regards to the care and reassignment of priests, who have been accused of sexual
molestation of minors, 1 feel that 1 must now alter that recommendation,

On Father Burns behulf it needs to be suid that there have been no indications that he has
done anything inappropriate since he left the Jemez Program, that he has returned to
therapy recently (because it is our stundard policy to recommend continuing therapy, not
because there have been any problems), that he has been cooperative with the same, and
that he has had an assistant, who has been fully apprised of Father Burn's issues, serving
with him in the parish.

Since Father Burns left the program, however, the standard of care, that is being carefully
developed throughout North America for clergy who have been accused of sexual abuse
of minors, would not allow a priest with Father Burns' alleged background to serve as a
pastor, This does not mean that his ministerial gifts could not be put to good and prudent
use in another capacity. In the latter instance 1 would recommend continued contact with
a therapist, supervision, and, in particular, no unsupervised contact with minors.

While I know that this alteration in recommendation will come as a disappointment to
Father Jim, I would not want this to be understood as a lack of confidence in his sincerity
and commitment to priesthood and its responsibilities.

Sincerely yours,

Peter Lechner, s.P.
Director: Jemez Program

copy /Rev. James B
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TEL: May 27’43 9:03 No.001 F.01

Servants of the Paraclete
P.O. Box 10
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025-0010
(505) 829-3586 FAX: (505) 829-3706

Facsimile Transmittal

Date: May 27, 1993

Please deliver the following message to:
Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S$.S8.8., Ph.D.

Bishop of Gallup
P.O., Box 1338
Gallup, NM 87305

{505) 722-913%
(FAX Number)

. From: Reverend Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D.

@nockone) | _| Office of the Servant General
Jemez Program Administration

|:| Other (spscity)

Totatl number of pagés being faxed, including this cover sheet: _2_(two)

: A\
r PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL )
This facsimile contains CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION, which may also be LEGALLY PRIVILEGED and which is
intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If ths reader of this facsimlle s not the intended
reciplentor the employes or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended reciplent, you are hereby on notice
thatyou are In possession of confidential and privileged information. Any dissemination, diatribution or copying
of this facsimile Is strictly prohibited. if you have recelved this facsimlie in error, please immediately notify the
sender by telephone (collect) and retumn the original facsimile to the sender at the above address via the U.S.

Postal Service.
ce

s

Comments:
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insurance clalm form.

mplete the personal information requested on the form. This statement contains all the

Information the doctor Is required to supply. It s not necessary for this office to fill out the

Insurance Copy - attach this statsment to your Insurance Clalm Form l I
Co

Patient Name Birthdate insured's Name
gLy
ey Dunwis
insurance Company Relationship to Insured insured’s Address

Other insurance

Group No.

insured’s LD. Number

THIS

SERVANTS OF TH

INCL

THIS COPY IS FOR

FOR

Diagnosis: ADJUSTMENT DISORDER / DEPRESSED 808.00 Bness connectad to Empioyment
DERCRIPTIOM QPT4 FEE ' (WFQH INRURANCE REPORT) FEE
Interpret/Expilain Results 0887 Legal Consultation This form has been adopted to keep
paper work costs down. ¥ any
Preparation of Report 00888 Deposition additional forms or temized blis are
fequired, they will be fowarded upon
Phone Consult w/or about Patient 00831 Preparation for Deposition feceipt of $13.00.
Conference with or about Patient 00158 Appear:
= = oot = | hereby authorize the undersigned
Psychoth - Time Spec. 00841 Tostim doctor to release any information
. kel - e ol ol acqured In the course of my
- 2530 90843 examination or wreatment And | am
ot ol Voo enod financially responsible for non-coversd
Paychotherapy - 45-50 Minutss 80844 Cortespondence o
Group Psychotherapy 00853 Mediation
o Sl ENTRO (Signature of responsible pasty)
DOiagnostic interview 80801 Telephone Consultation
iotodid oo S for Lsgess | authorize payment of Healthcare
benefits to under-signed suppiier of
Neuropsychological Testing 90168 Review of Records ‘ jescribed. .
Cognitive Testing 95882
Personality Testing 85882
Psycho-Educational Testing 85881
- MJLTIPLE VTS . RETAIN FOR TAXINFORMATION. NO
OTHER STATEMENT WiLL BE
DATE FEE- FURNISHED.
=
)7 JoB Y=t /205
7/24 = W -

BILL HAS_BE

EN PAID BY THE
PARACLETE AND IS

UDED IN THEJ ATTACHED INVOICE

INSURANCE

YOUR USE IN FILING
REIMBURSEMENT.

PAID 0CT0 1 088
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O
PARACLETE

P. 0. Box 10 Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, S.S.S., D.D.
Bishop of Gallup

P. 0. Box 1338

Gallup, NM 87301

For the care of Rev. James Burns

December 1, 1993

at Albuquerque Villa September 15 - October 20, 1993

UNBILLED EXPENSES

PSYCHIATRIST

PSYCHOLOGIST

BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM /$80. 00 / DAY
TRAVEL/TRANSPORTATION

MERCHANDISE / CASH ADVANCES

TELEPHONE _

BOOKS/CLASS MATERIALS

OTHER: MASSAGE THERAPY

TOTAL:

LESS GIFT OF THE SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE.

¥

TOTAL DUE: e : .
BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM INCLUDES:

SACRED SCRIPTURE CLASS

- SPIRITUALITY CLASS

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION '

RELIGIOUS & LITURGICAL PRACTICE & DIRECTION
CARDIO-VASCULAR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM
ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION

Thank you for prompt payment.

_, Adudnistrative Resistant

0.00
269.84
0.00
0.00
0.00
11.31
0.00
0.00

281.15
-281.15
" 0.00

To ensure proper credit to your account please return enclosed

copy with your payment. -

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000419
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Insurance Copy - attach this statement to your insuranoe Cialm Form
Complete the personal information requested on the form. This statement contains all the
Information the doctor is required to supply. It Is not necessary for this office to fill out the
Insurance claim form. -
Patient Name Birthdate Insured's Name
Tim_ DUrnS
insurance Company Relationship to insured . hound'u_M&m
Other insurance Group No. insured's LD. Number
Otagnosss: ADJUSTMENT DISORDER / DEPRESSED 309.00 _ liness connectsd to Employment
DEBCRIPTION - ‘P4 " OFEE ’ ' '(No'rﬁoamm FEE
interpret/Expiain Results 90887 | Legal Consultation This 'V':;‘:'m f:::" “"":;
Preperation of Report 00889 Deposition ‘ “"Pﬁ"mﬂ:‘“b"”‘m d:d.'u ;:
Phone Consult w/or about Patient 90831 Preparation for Deposition receipt of $13.00
Conference with or about Patient 80158 Court Appearance : hquy aiforize e undersigned
I Psychotherapy - Time Spec. 90841 Preparation for Testimony md” b x‘.:"“o’;"”‘:‘;
I Peychotherspy - 25-30 Minutee 90843 Travel for Aftercare _ m:;‘:“ux i ko
Paychotherapy - 45-50 Minutes D[ Y s0844 | [ Ac) S'?J Correspondence sarvices.
Group Psychotherapy 80853 Mediation
Lconsumﬂm 90804 DGy Syaiin (Signature of responsible party)
Olagnostic iterview 80801 Telephone Consultation
Parent Conference 90848 Research for Litigation | authorize payment of Heathcare
I Neuropeychological Testing %108 Review of Records b‘"""l "’I """"“ “sigriat suppller °'.
Cognitive Testing
Personaity Testing
Psycho-Educational Testing
MULTPLE VIBITS:.. RETAIN FOR TAXINFORMATION. NO
‘ BE
F BkTE —— . OTHER STATEMENT WILL
7T sz 42.3
ijq o " tt
lol i W ty
" 5 g
Rf(» * yoraLFEER” 29.8¢
Psychotherapist Providing Service: THIS BILL HAS BEEN PAID BY THE

SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE AND IS
INCLUDED I THE ATTACHED INVOICE

THIS COPY IS FOR YOUR USE IN IG
FOR INSURANCE RE!MBURSEMENTHUN

PAHD NOvO& 1993
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SEI}V
O
PARACLETE

P. 0. Box 10 Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, S.S.S., D.D.
Bishop of Gallup

P. O. Box 1338

Gallup, NM 87301

For the care of Rev. James Burns

at Albuquerque Villa September 15 - October 20, 1993

UNBILLED EXPENSES

PSYCHIATRIST

PSYCHOLOGIST

BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM /$80.00 / DAY
TRAVEL/TRANSPORTATION

MERCHANDISE / CASH ADVANCES

TELEPHONE

BOOKS/CLASS MATERIALS

OTHER: MASSAGE THERAPY

TOTAL:

LESS GIFT OF THE SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE.
TOTAL DUE:

BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM INCLUDES:

SACRED SCRIPTURE CLASS

SPIRITUALITY CLASS

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

RELIGIOUS & LITURGICAL PRACTICE & DIRECTION
CARDIO-VASCULAR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM
ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION :

Thank you for prompt payment.

- Administrative Assistant

December 1, 1993

0.00
269.84
0.00
0.00
0.00
11.31
0.00
0.00

281.15
-281.15
0.00

To ensure proper credit to your account please return enclosed

copy with your payment. -
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP

711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE
P. O. Box 1338 ¢ Gallup, New Mexico 87305 ¢ Telephone (505) 863-4406

C@ P ii June &, 1997
Rev. James Burns
PO Box 2155
Wickenburg, AZ 85378-2155

Dear Jim:

1 trust you are well and surviving the now very hot weather of
Wickenburg.

I'm sorry about having to write this letter. However, on May 23, 1997
Brother Duane received a phone call and a faxed letter from Father Michael
Diskin, assistant chancellor of the Diocese of Phoenix. He was informing
us that he had been in contact with Father Faustina and that Father John had
admitted that you had been helping with the ministry in his two missions over
the past year. In a later conversation with Father Diskin, Father Faustina
said it happened only "four or five times." At the urging of Bishop O'Brien
Father Diskin was contacting us to inquire, once again about your current
status as a priest in the Diocese of Gallup.

Needless to say, | was very disappointed to learn that you have been
deliberately acting contrary to the decision we had to make about your priestly
faculties, following the very strong recommendation from Father Peter Lechner
and the Servants of the Paracletes. You are personally and fully aware of what
prompted this recommendation. And so, for you to act contrary to that decision
is to put yourself, the Diocese of Phoenix and the Dlocese of Gallup at a very
great risk. | am very disappointed.

| believe | need to remind you once again that one of the individuals who
accused you of sexual abuse and who is himself an attorney has continued to
warn us that should he hear that you are ministering as a priest anywhere in
the State of Arizona he would turn you in to the state officials. You have been
aware of this over the years and yet you deliberately act contrary to what we
agreed.

Over the last few days, | have had occasion to discuss this matter with
with Bishop O'Brien. He too is very unhappy about this and insists that you

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000425
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Rev. Jim Burns/l June, 1997/Page 2 of Two.
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cannot do priestly ministry in his diocese. | have also discussed this matter
with our personnel board and they too concur.

| plead with you to abide by the decision we had to make when you left
Blanco, New Mexico. Should you continue to disregard our decision this will
have serious implications for you and probably Father Faustina.

Jim, | am sorry that | have had to write this difficult letter. You served
many, many years as a good, hard-working priest of the Diocese and we are
grateful for that. You know how | admired you and your ministry from the
moment of my arrival in Gallup in 1986. Unfortunately, some very sad and
tragic things occurred in the early years of your ministry and now you are being
held accountable for these actions. | wish it was otherwise. But because of the
very serious implications involved | have to insist once again that you live up to
the agreement we made when you left Blanco.

| know how painful this will be for you and so | sincerely assure you of
a regular remembrance in my prayer and at my Eucharist.

Fraternally in Christ,

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS, Ph.D.
Bishop of Gallup

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000426
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SENT BY:DIOCESE OF PHOENIX ; 5-23-97 ¢ 1:55PM s ROMAN CATHOL1C- 15057229131:# 2/ 2

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC

church of phoenix

400 EAST MONROE, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85004-2376
TELEPI {ONE (602) 257-0030 * FAX (602} 957-5645

May 23, 1997

Bro. Duane A Torisky, O.F.M.
Diocese of Gallup

P. O. Box 1338

Gallup, NM 87305

Dear Bro. Duane:

After speaking with you this morning about Msgr. James Burns, a retired priest of the
Diocese of Gallup who resides in Wickenburg, Arizona, | had a follow-up conversation with
Rev. John “Ted” Faustina, who is the administrator of the mission of St. Mary’s in Yarnell
with responsibility for Good Shepherd of the Desert in Congress Junction.

In my first conversation with Fr. Faustina he had indicated that Msgr. Burns had been
helping him over the past year. He now tells me that it was only four, or five times. | didn’t
press the accuracy of that report.

As | mentioned to you, what brought this to light was the desire of Fr. Faustina to have
Msgr. Burns cover the two missions while Fr. Faustina is away for the summer. Fr.
Faustina does not do well in the heat and cannot be in Yarnell from early June into
September. We had recently sent a letter to Msgr. Burns, along with other priests who
we know are living in the Diocese of Phoenix, asking them to fill out personnel forms and
provide a letter from their diocese, or religious superior to clarify their status here. |
believe that it was this letter that led to a conversation between Msgr. Burns and Fr.
Faustina which resulted in Fr. Faustina calling me to get permission for Msgr. Burns to
provide coverage during the summer.

While | have no proof, and don't want to jump to a false conclusion, | suspect that if Msgr.
Burns had not received the letter from us, he and Fr. Faustina would have gone ahead with
their informal arrangement.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Michael L. Diskin
Assistant Chancellor

MLD/sIr

Building T Blessing T Becoming the Body of Christ
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP

711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE
P. O. Box 1338 ¢ Gallup, New Mexico 87305 « Telephone (505) 863-4406

@@Q% 2, 10

Rev. Michael L. Diskin
Asst. Chancellor
Diocese of Phoenix

400 East Monroe
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2376

Dear Father Michael:

Just a brief response to your fax of last week and the follow up letter which
arrived in today's mail. Following the presbyteral council meeting several days
ago, the personnel committee had a short meeting afterwards at which time Bishop
Pelotte shared your letter and his concerns regarding Father Burns. At some
point the bishop will write or call Father Burns and reiterate the agreement they
came to several years ago when Father Burns moved back to Arizona.

Let me use the opportunity to thank you for your picking up on the matter.
Otherwise we would not have known of the arrangements Father Burns had hoped
to secure. '

If there is any way that we can be of further assistance to you or if you

should happen upon any other pertinent facts in this regard, don't hesitate to
call, write or fax our office.

Sincerely,

Bro. Duane, O.F.M.
for the Diocese of Gallup

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000428
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SENT BY??I/&IAE/S?E? OF PI'?(%I‘HX ; 5-23-97 ; 1:55PM ROMAN CATHOLIC- 15057229131:# 1/ 2

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC

chunch of phoenlx

(Y OUE FEANEORISEN SULTRE « JIRIST SEER (i (o, T

400 EAST MONROE. PHOENTX. ARIZONA 85004-2376 TELEPHONE (602) 1570030
FAX 1602) 258-3425

FAX CO S8HEET

The information contained in this fax message is confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity named
below. If you are not the intended recipient or the person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are

warned that any disseminatioen, dz.str:.but:.on, copyzng or
unauthorized use of this communication is strictly prohibited.
YOU VE RECEIVED TH ¥ N OR_PLEASE NOTI - SEND

IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE FAX TO THE SENDER. Thanks.
Date: 5/23/97 '

To: Bro. Duane Torisky. OFM Fax #:g

Company: Piocese of Gallup

NOTE: Letter will follow in the Mail.
khkkhhdhdr

From: - skin Fax #:

Catholic Diocese of Phoenix

Phone: (I or direct line I .

krkkhkhkikkk

Number of pages including cover sheet: 2
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DIOCESE OF TUCSON

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE
P.O. Box 31 ¢ Tucson, Arizona 85702-0031
520-792-3410 FAX 520-792-0291

MRS. JUNE KELLEN March 8, 2002
CHANCELLOR

Dear I

‘Thank you for your call late this afternoon informing me of the inappropriate sexual behavior
toward you in the summer of 1974, by a priest that you knew as Father Burns. You had stated
that the priest you had known as Father Burns had been the pastor at St. Peter’s Catholic Church
in Springerville, Arizona in 1974, but went to Thatcher, Arizona in the summer of 1974.

I informed you that we did not have a Father Burns listed in Thatcher, which is a mission church
of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Parish, Safford, Arizona, during the period of time in question nor

had we shown a Father Bums at any time being assigned in the Safford area.

During our telephone conversation, I assured you that we would make every attempt to find out
who this Father Burns could be.

I had asked you to document your experiences with this Father Burns and what had occurred in
the summer of 1974. I await your documentation.

_I want you to know how truly sorry we are for what you have gone through and
pray that our Lord will be with you and help you in your healing and recovery process.

Please be assured that we are looking into this matter.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

s. June Kellen
Chancellor

cc: Rev. Van A. Wagner, Vicar Géneral
Deacon Tim Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup
Mr. Thomas Murphy, Esq.
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DIOCESE OF TUCSON

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE
P.O.Box 31 * Tucson, Arizona 85702-0031
520-792-3410 FAX 520-792-0291

MRS. JUNE KELLEN March 8, 2002
CHANCELLOR

Dear [

. Thank you for your call late this afternoon informing me of the inappropriate sexual behavior
toward you in the summer of 1974, by a priest that you knew as Father Burns. You had stated
that the priest you had known as Father Burns had been the pastor at St. Peter’s Catholic Church
in Springerville, Arizona in 1974, but went to Thatcher, Arizona in the summer of 1974.

I informed you that we did not have a Father Burns listed in Thatcher, which is a mission church
of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Parish, Safford, Arizona, during the period of time in question nor
had we shown a Father Burns at any time being assigned in the Safford area.

During our telephone conversation, I assured you that we would make every attempt to find out
who this Father Burns could be.

I had asked you to document your experiences with this Father Burns and what had occurred in
the summer of 1974. I await your documentation.

_ I want you to know how truly sorry we are for what you have gone through and
pray that our Lord will be with you and help you in your healing and recovery process.

Please be assured that we are looking into this matter.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

s. June Kellen .
Chancellor

cc: Rev. Van A. Wagner, Vicar Géneral
/éZcon Tim Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup
Mr. Thomas Murphy, Esq.
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

P.O. BOX 1338
GALLUP, NM 87305-1338
(505) 863-4406/4407
(505) 722-9131 FAX
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1
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ATTENTION:

FAX NO:
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MESSAGE:

o feslet o CONFIDENT

S g
T e

-

< —

Total Number of Pages Transmitted Including This Page (Let us know if you do not receive all pages.)

Plegse, Gonfirm ReGsinLof FAX By: []pHone [] Fax [] MAL
flem FX708©WGI, 1982, Prnted In USA DOG ) BU RNS 00458 ]




LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000451



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000452

DOG.BURNS.00460




LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000453



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000454



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000455



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000456



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000457



DIOCESE OF TUCSON

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE
P.O.Box 31 'Iucson, Arizona 85702-0031
520-792-3410 FAX 520-792-0291

MRS. JUNE KELLEN

CHANCELLOR March 26, 2002

. Easter greetings to you.

I s | promised to you, I was able to find out the name of the priest that is believed to be
the person whom you had spoken and written about who had caused you great emotional pain for
his unwanted sexual advances toward you in the summer of 1974.

Since the Diocese of Tucson had no record of a Father or Monsignor Bums in the
Safford/Thatcher, Arizona area, I had solicited the help of Deacon Timothy Lujan, Chancellor of
the Diocese of Gallup. ,

The Diocese of Gallup has shared the following message and informiation with me to pass along
to you. “Father James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They offer their
prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Father Burns was assigned to the Arizona portion
of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter’s Church in Springerville, they have no record that he
was officially assigned in any capacity to any parish or agency in or around Thatcher,

_ Arizona, which is in the Diocese of Tucson. Father Burns was removed as an active priest
by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 1990’s. He has been denied the right to practice as a priest
anywhere for any reason at any time.” You may also want to contact the Diocese of Gallup on
this issue.

On behalf of the Diocese of Tucson, again I express to you our deep sadness and regret of what
had happened to you. Please be assured of our prayers for you that God will help to wipe this
experience from your heart and mind and that the Holy Spirit may come into your heart to allow
you to feel his love and grant you the peace that only he can give.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Chancellor

cc: Deacon Timothy Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup
Rev. Van A. Wagner, Vicar General, Diocese of Tucson
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Dear /Nrs. kellen -

This is in response do leter received on o3-15-02
oia-)fﬁp O3-0F-6B2 m reﬁarop £3 ‘/‘D 2 519)(\(4‘/ P);aen‘@r\(' €
conSronted by Father Burns in the Summer 68 1974
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THE DIOCESE OF GALLUP /‘/?47

CHANCERY

Post Office Box 1338
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT YOUR REPLIES AND RETURN TO CHANCERY
TOGETHER WITH A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF YOURSELF THAT CAN BE

USED FOR PRINT. Thank you.
' SSN* 046 24 9020
1/ NAME JAMES MATTHEW BURNS
= Eirst Middle Last
z/ DATE OF BIRTH 35 JUNE 1933
: Day Month Year
3/ PLACE OF BIRTH BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
4/ PARENTS: Living__
Mother:! Deceased x
d : - :
Maiden Name Living
ratner: [N Devpsnsi
=/ Name and Address of person to be notified in case of "accident, sickness
or death:
|
P.2. Bxx 131 Wickenburg, AZ 85358 602-684-2733

(Notify CHANCERY whenever a change of address or name is made)

6/ Do you carry Accident or Life Insurance? Company's name and address:

NO

7/ Have vou made a WILL recently? Is it in Chahcery or where?
NOT RECENTLY NO

ECCLESIASTICAL STATUS
2/ Date and Place of Baptism 1933, St. James Church, Stratford, Conn.

9/ Date and Place of ORDINATION May 26, 1962 - Bridgeport, Conn.

By Whom Bishop Walter W. Curtis

For What Diocese Gallup

Parish at time of Ordination Qlur Lady of Guadalupe, Flagstaff, AZ

*Social Security Number

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000468
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Date of entrance into Diocese of Gallup 1953

Date of Incardination 1961 By whom Bishop Espelage

Have you been a member of a Religious Order or Community?

Give name and address of same

Are you still a member?

Have you been secularized? NO Date of Rescript

If you have not been incardinated, who is your present Bishop?

ZDJCATIONAL _RECORD

15/

16/

Grade Schocl_ Garden School Stratford, Conn 1948

Name Place Graduation Date
High School Stratford High Startford, Conn 1952

Name Place Graduation Date

College Immaculate Conception Seminary, Conception, MO 1957

Name Place Graduation Date
Philosophical Studies Imm. Conception Seminary 1957
Where Dates
Theological Studies Immaculate Conception Seminary 1958-1962
Where Dates
DEGREES: Please list and from where obtained:
B/A _Philosophy
My present major, official assignment is  Pastor
at St. Joseph since July 1982
Month Year

My other official assignments were (inside & outside the Diocese of Gallup):

Qur Lady of Guadalup, Flagstaff, AZ Fram 62 to ©3

Navivity, Flagstaff AZ from 63 to

Cur Lady of Guadalupe, Holbrook, AZ frome3z to g4

St. Lawrence, Humbolt, CampVerde, MeyeEéngggngitvfron,64 to 65
_St. Peter, Springerville, Quemada, Alpine from65 to 72

Ft. Grant Reform School

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000469
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24/ I am interested in the following SPECIALIZED fields:

Please mark according to your order of preference:

#1 -- Deep interest
#2 -- Moderate interest
#3 -- Little Interest
#4 -- No interest
1 Adult Education 2 Newman Apostolate
2 CANA 3 Radio and TV
2 CFM ___2 Religious Education(CCD)
4 _Chancery 2 Retreats and Days of Renewal
3 Catholic Charities 2 _Seminary
1_Counselling __3__Sacred Music
g Diocesan Mission Band 3 _Urban Affairs
N Ecumenism 2 Vocation Work
. High Schenl Tearhing .2 Youth York
g Hospital Chaplain _ 3 Migrant Workers
2 Interracial Work ~ __p Mexican-American Apostolate
3 Journalism 3 Further graduate work
_ 2 Liturgy What field
4 Marriage Tribunal
__4 Military Chaplain _____ Other (Specify):

25/ I am familiar with the following modern languages.
-~ (Please indicate deqree of fluency):

LANGUAGE HIGH MODERATE LOuW
English X
Spanish B X

26/ Would you welcome at this time the responsibility of the office of
Pastor of ar existing parish: Yes_n/a __ No

cf

(]
-h
~
@)
(g4

Would you welcome at th:is time the responsibility of the
Pastor of a parish to be formed: Yes No

ADDITIONAL REMARKS

N.B. For your own future reference, an extra form has béen enclosed
. so that you may have a copy of the mdyre important information
you have provided in this data £

DATE ?// 7 /59’7’7 SIGNED_

. AL [z&\' ) A~
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SAINT PETER'S CHURCH
HOX 108

SPRINGERVILLE, ARIZONA 85938

Feb. 12, 1974

Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich
Bishop of Gallup
Gallup, New Mexico

Dear Bishop Hastrich,

"~ As requested during our telephone conversation,
I am writing this letter to request permission from
you to accept an assignment in the priesthood outside
the Diocese of Gallup. I wish to serve the men in the
new Correctional Instution at Fort Grant as well as
assume the duties of Chaplain at the adult Conservation
Camp in Safford, Arizona. These positions would be
within the Diocese of Tucson and has
the Bishop of Tucson in a letter to
Director to the Dept. of Correction for the
Arizona.

Séate of

I will say my last Mass (Sunday) the last Sunday in
Februrary and should be leaving the parish by the end of-:
the month at the latest. In my new position I would like

to remain a priest of the Diocese as I have been a mem-
ber of this Diocese sinte I was ordained,

I wish to take this.opportumity to thankyou for
all that you have done for me and my parishes since yoj

have been the Bishop of Gallup. Although I have not always

agreed with you on all matters I have tried my best to
be adutiful priest in all matters for the good of the
Diocese. Your task has indeed been a very difficult one
and your love of God has been made manifest in your
actions. I congratulate you for all that you have
accomplished and wish you the best of everything in the
Lord in the days to come. I feel priviledged to have
served under you and will continue to seek your help and
prayers in my new assignment,

Your priest in Christ,

R
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Piocese of Tucson

CHANCERY OFFICE

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE
P.Q. BOX 31
TUCSON, ARIZONA 85702

February 26, 1974

Rev, James M. Burns

Fort Grant Correctional Institution
. Foot Grant Rural Station

Willcox, Arizona 85643

Dear Fathex Burns:

I am happy to welcome you to the Diocese of Tucson and hereby
approve of your appointment as Chaplain at Fort Grant. I
officially extend to you the faculties of this Diocese, even
though though you already enjoy them as a priest of the Province
of Santa Fe. For canonical purposes, you are hereby appointed
Associate Pastor at Sacred Heart parish, Willcox, effective
February 26, 1974. Fort Grant is in'the territory of the
Willcox parish. , '

From correspondence with Mr._ Director, Department

of Corrections, I understand that you will also be Chaplain to
the State Correctional Institution in the Safford area. Father
John M. Fahey, Pastor of St. Rose of Lima parish, Safford, is
Vicar of the Graham-Greenlee Vicariate, and is aware of the fact
that you will be chaplain to both institutions.

We are placing your name in our Diocesan mailing list so that

you will be kept informed of what is going on in the diocese.

Be assured that we are eager to make you welcome in every way

and to do all we can to make you feel at home with us. I look
forward to the opportunity of visiting with you if you get a
chance to come to Tucson. I want you to know that I am quite
willing to come to Fort Grant for any occasion at your invitation.
I am most grateful to you and to Bishop Hastrich for allowing

you to come to work in our diocese.

With an assurance of my prayers for the success of yéur priestly
ministry, and with my best personal wishes, I am

Very sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Francis J. Green, D.D.
Bishop of Tucson

FJG:gb /
ee! M" i RERNEREES

ev., John M. Fahey
LA2013.10 ?i’e%’msd%ﬁ Debski
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Mount Carmel Road
Santa Fe, New Mex'co
September 27, 1953

Reverend Pax R, Schicker O,F.M,
Catholic Indian Center

Gallup, New Mexico

Dear Father Pax;

This is just a little note to let you and the Bishop know that we are
still alive heré_at Santa Fe, I have asked the new boys and they all Said that
they like the Seminary life very well, They are having a little trouble getting
usedvto the rules and the subjects but otherwise are ha?ing a swell tim§. |

_told ne $hak Lta nies %o be 1n The
second year of college, but that they can't walt until they get to the Major
Seminary, They're not the only ones. | _

The Seminary has been very lucky so far this yesr, It has lost only
one boy in almost two weeks, which is some kind of a reco@d according to the -

{

rboys who have been here for any amount of time, \\

I hope you and the Bishop had a good time when yoﬁ went fo Tuscon to
see Bishop Greene consgcrated, If the weather here in Sant% Fe was any indieation
of the type down in Tuscon then it must have been really nide,

I wish to take this time to thank you and the Biﬁ;op for.giving me the
job this summép and also for helpiﬁg me with my vocation %t variéus times through-
’ ouﬁ the summer, ]

Remembering you and the Bishop in my prayers, I{am

Sincerely yours(;

James M, Burns

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000510
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary »
Mount Carmel Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Re: James M.. Burns
June 7, 1954

His Excellency Most Reve Bernard T, Espelage, O.F.M., D.D.
Bishop of Gallup
Gallup, New Mexico

Your Excellency:

James Burns and I had a talk about his situation before he left and I
came to the conclusion that, if it be possible, it would be a good thing for
him to enter a major seminary such as Ste Thomas! in Denver next falle If
he were to return to Santa Fe, Father Hill, the Dean of Studies, would in-
sis t that James repeat First College, This would set him back two years.

My thoughtin this matter is that Father Kemneally may arrange for him
to take an entrance examination which would enable James to go on to Second
Colleges Father Kenneally might have the Dean of Studies at Ste Thomas!
give James.an idea of the subjects that he would have to pass for entrance
and James could prepare for them during the summer.

James has a very good mind, as Your Excellency knows. He seems 1o have
made up his mind to carry on, no matter what: may happen = i.ee in the family -
and to legve these things in God!s good hands. I feel that he is worthy of
the chance that Your Excellency would give him and I feel thyt there is mo
reason why he should lose more time in his studies for the Holy Priesthood,

Beo'glng Your Excellency"s blessing upon the Seminary and its faculty,
I remain

Respectfully yours in Christ,

EMJQZM‘J/«.W

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000515
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP

1. Full Namé Rev. James MaTTHEW BURNS
2. DATE and PLACE of birth _June 15, 1935  Bripaeront Cown,
3. Name of parents or two closest relatives (li&ins). | |
- .
.|
L¢ Name and address'of.peréon to be ﬁotified in ¢ase of accident, ‘sickness
or death; | - '
N -
. (Notify Chancery, whenever a chenge of address or name is made.).
5. Do you carry Accident or Life Insuranqe? Company's name &.address.
HoMg lwﬁqﬁgNCcho. _CARE OF MCCUFHOUGH }Ns} FLAGSIQFF, ARl zoNA_
6. Have you made a WILL recéntly? Is it in Chancery Office of‘where§ |

| »ALM |N THE PROCESS OF HAVING ONE MADE BY MY ATTORNE\( . e o

ECCLESTIASTICAL STATUS

7-
8-

9.

10,

ll.

12,

130

Date and place of Baptism

Date and place of ORDINATION _Mav 27, 1962 BRriDGEPORT, Conw,

"By Whom BisHor  CurTIs, BisHor oF BriDGEPORT CONN,

For What Diocese GALLup, New Mexico

Date of entrance into Diocese of Gallup °?

Date of Incardination P . By Whom __?

Have You beén a member of a Religious Order or Community? "No

Give name and address of same

Are you still'a member?'

Have you beeén secularized? Date of Rescript

If you have not been incardinated, who is your present BISHOP?

LA '2013_10_09_Burns_000520
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EDUCATIONAL RECORD
14, WHEBE AND WHEN did you make your PHILOSOFPHICAL STUDIES?

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY.....CONCEPTION Mo, 1956=7 ‘

15. WHERE and WHEN did you meke your THEOLOGICAL STUDIES?

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMIANRY.veesasocsssonesselI58=-62

16, -Have you any degrees? B.A. IN PHiLosoPHY

APPOINTMENTS IN DIOCESE OF GALLUP

17. DATE FLACE ~ CAPACITY
JuLy 10,1962 FLAGSTAFF,AR!ZONA.: GuapALupe CHurcH  Ass'rt, PAsTorR
JuLy 10, 19626 Ass'T VbCATloNAL'DIREQfQR For THE Diocese oF GaLLup

18, Do you hold any office in the Diocese outside of parochial ministry?

~ Ass'T VocATIONAL DIRECTOR

=y

19. Name BUILDINGS erected under your management.

Name " Place : Date ~Cost
REMARKS
, INFORMATION THAT 1S NOT | |§IE‘D Aag-y’_s 1S TO BE EOUND. IN Y _BRECORDS SN oo

THE CHANCERY OFFIcCE _ ' _ i ,

Fill in plainly and return to Chancery together with a recent Photo of yourself
that can be used for print.

Date

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000521
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THE DIOCF‘QE OF GALLU?
Chancery (ffice
Box 110
Gallup, New Mexico

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION OF STUDENTS FOR THE PRIESTHOOD

Full Name :Z:Lmes Miﬁk@_&x_) ' BU N ]
Address ‘?/0/ 30)14/*11”7} 5%; CQ\M-Q.(‘ o Ne«o Melt__lCG
Name of Parish :igrc.ci Hg" &t Cs h;,g{gg/Clty f'a[é‘.p /V@w MQ«\//C,Q

Date and Place of Birth

Date and Place of Baptism<T [y e - ' : Foral Cony .
Father's Name mﬁ | _
- Mother's Name (maiden) : i _ 7 N
Religion of Father g?a man L gﬂg [1’<__ Of Mother Nwed)<f Lu‘f‘[\e a2

Date and Place of Parents' Marriage J,ue ({ (§28 e ;QdF aof fg:qrv A/ Y.

)

Are Parents Living together? /% ' Father's. Dccupation Eg C&qtéz uor /(er

Name in order the Schoeols attended and the length of ‘time in each:

Elementary G&dﬁ:h‘ Sc :éIOQ' [ 2/“ ;,I—hgh School ,Z::i‘fpo;al Lf;?g &&élooz /)rs.

College e Seminary St —”tsw Sewti //"'
 What was the last grade successfully’ completed" F i 7 $0 - /G5

Has your course of studies been interrupted? Ves For how ‘long?_ AZ&Q’ 5‘7L. 2 }/ea o
Are ydu in good health? )/ gs Have you any physical defects? Afeac J,oﬁ T'QJ

If so, state in a private letter their nature ete, |

Is there or has there been an.w;r form of Insanity, Epilepsy, or- Tubérculosis in
your family? A/o v

Has your Confessor advised you to study for the Priesthood? %Cé

Have you ever been a member of a Religious' Community? ‘ﬁ/o

Are you able to defray the expenséé of your education? Mo

If not, are you able to help and to what extent? ﬂg'mg —_ @ ‘hgﬁs ne L‘I 1S

Date of Application 2£é { /?f 3 |

Name signed in ink.

When returning this Quest:.onnaire fully answered, also enclose the following
Yapers and documents:

1. Certificate of Parents' Marriage; 2. .,-fCer'ti&icate of Baptism; . -
3. Certificate of Confirmation; 4. Tesﬁi@onial Letter from Paster;
5 Certificate of Medical Examination (recent); 6. Transcript of last year's

school work; 7. A recent Photo of yourself,
LA_2013_10_09 Burns_000522 8
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( Date
< Church.

A Place..

: . Da{e I .

ONFIRMATION < Chureh___-
' Plaée ‘ 5

Sl o cdpme " Date__
MARRIAGE(S) =~ < Church

UBDIACONATE < Church__

RELIGIOUS - A MR o
PROFESSION' - b iCF _ —
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CONCEPTION (2

SEMINARY

CONCEPTION MISSOURI

QUARTERLY REPORT

Student’s name:

_Burtis,>James Matthew  COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT . Nov.26,195,
: . ' ERIODS
QAR v S oo | smmers orass [ENOD
S stem of gradmg : o
¢ A—93-100 Conduct B+
B—85-92 L.
C—T7-84 Application B+
D—70-76 . ’
Inc.—Incomplete Liturgy A- 2
e F-Fallare e Intro. to Philosophy .
Comments by the Director of Studlas : Logi
' gic
- . N - Metaphysics
. " Ethics
o arafen Phes sy | @
% { ) /fé %Zd 4/‘40"’% History of Philosophy
XO Ay / ['2' Cosmology
Psychology
Latin Liturgical
Latin 1 Coll. C 5
L Greek A+ 3
Recommendations: English A 3
History Eur. D 3
French
German
Education
Socil’Science Phys. D- 3
Biology
Sacred Chant Chorus D~ 2
) — Harmony
(/ A
. Signed: :{?’.‘ %ZM é)) ,5{ G ‘ Music
_Orchestra

................. % mwwﬁf%jﬁ“m ,

'DOG.BURNS.00536
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CONCEPTIO

SEMINARY

CONCEPTION MISSOURI

QUARTERLY REPORT

Student’s name: bBurns, James

QUARTER: 1st CLASS: Coll. IT
- Sys_'.;e I;Jfgradn;g'_~ e
A—93-100
B—85-92
C—177-84
D—70-76
Inc.—Incomplete
F—Fallure
Comments by the Director of Studles
W Lo tosmd o Lt

Recommendatlons

Signed:

s s sl 209851000 BUrRS 00053 b s crams nrsvmnsisnt s T S

SUBJECTS

A S A 5 S 4_4...

Conduct
Application

Liturgy

Intro. to Philosophy

Logic
Metaphysics
Ethics

History of Philosophy
Cosmology
Psychology

Latin Liturgical
Latin Grammer
College Algebra
English

French

German

Eduecation
. . Anmer.
Social Science Hist.

Biology
Sacred Chant
Harmony
Music

Orchestra

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT

C+
C

B

B

B+

B+

e e

‘PERIODS

l

| GRADES [per weel

S
!

3
3

‘DOG.BURNS.00540
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CONCEPTION @@

CONCEPTION MISSOURY

SEMINARY

QUARTERLY REPORT

Student’s name: Burns, James M.
COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT

QUARTER: 2nd CLASS: Coll. II SUBJECTS

* System of grading:
E & A—93-100 Conduct

B—85-92 | o

C—77-84 | Application

D—70-76 L
Inc.—Incomplete : Liturgy

=S _____ Intro.toPhilesophy

Comments by the Director of Studies: Logi
gic
Metaphysics
Ethics

History of Philosophy

Cosmology
) Psychology

Latin Liturgical

Latin Grammer

Greek -

A .

| GRADES

A

A

B+

C+:

rEkiabé

per week|
S st a3 .._.E, pepm——

t

Recommendations: ; English

Freach Algebra

German

Education

Social Science

Sacred Chant

Harmony

Music

Orchgstra»

LA_2013._10_09_Burns_000533. . ...

B+

Biotugx Amer. Hist.: B

W W W e W

s

DOG.BURNS.00542



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000534



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000535



Student’s name:

CONCEPTIO SEMINARY

CONCEPTION MISSOURI

I SEMESTER
Y REPORT

BURNS, James

QUARTER: CLASS: 11T

s
{
i

System of grading:
A—93-100
B—85-92
C—177-84
D—70-76
Inc.—Incomplete
F—Fallure

Comments by the Dlrector of Studles

Recommendations:

Signed:

e < LA20132.10.-09-BUMS-000536-..c . rvr- - o e e

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMEN T

S R o N SR SR e SRR, SIS AR S e S rv SRR oo SRS i TS NS AR o R R

_Intro. to Philosophy ;

et APERIODS' B
SUBJECTS | RADES per week

Conduct
Application

Liturgy C+ 2

Logic C~ 3
Metaphysics

Ethics

History of Philosophy ¢ 3
Cosmology o] -3
Psychology 7
Latin Liturgical

Latin

English
French
German D+ 3

Education

Social Science

Phs.31 _
Biologx Health Ui 2

Sacred Chant A~ 1
Harmony
Musie

Orchesﬂt_,l,'?..,,....‘.,‘

DOG.BURNS.00545
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY
conception, Missourt

Office of the Rector

Report for:

BURNS, James M. May 26, 1958
Name Date .

40 Baker Street II Philosophy
Address aass

Devon, Comn.
City State Last Order R'ed.

Gallup

Parish Diocese

I. Character Development

A. Judgment and Emotional Reaction
1. Mature X)
2. Immature ()

B. Ability
1. Leader X)
2. Follower
3. Special Talents ()

II. Religious Duties

A. Conscientious xX)
B. Lax
C. Pietistic

ITII. Intellectual Life

A. Ability
1. 1.Q.
2. General Average

B. Application
1. Superior
2. Average X)
3. Inferior

IV. Discipline The coming scholastic year of 1958-'59 will be
a crucial one for Mr., Burns. During this present year
A. Generous () . hi h £ defects to
B. Coonasative ) he has voluntarily brought many character defec
’ E . the attention of his superiors--character defects
0 Uneafndactony ) involving unwholesome relations with certain students
and unwholesome attitudes towards authority. His own

V. D .
R humble manifestations of these faults and his'eagerness

A. Refined () to seek and abide by advice seem to indicate a change
B. Average x) of hear#, however., We recommend that he be allowed to
C. Ungentlemanly ) return to the Seminary. He has been told that this

coming year will be the year of trial for him.
VI. Other Comments '

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000541
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY
*’}j\** Conceplion, Missour({
X JORX

Office of the Rector

February 4, 1959

His Excellency

Most Rev. Bermard T. Espelage, O.F.M.,D.D.
Bishop of Gallup

406 West Aztec Street

P.0, Box 110

Gallup, New Mexico

Most Rev. and dear Bishop Espelage:

Enclosed are the first semester grade reports for Your
Excellency?s seminarians.

In general we are very well pleased with the progress of
these young men, and I do hope that Rev. Mr, Florez and Rev. Mr.
Tachias will make fine priests for your Diocese.

I should, however, at this time like to repeat my concern
with regard to Mr. James Burns. Whereas there is nothing precisely
to which I can refer as a character defect, everyone through the
years who has been in authority over him has the impression that
something in his character does not ring true. He seems to lack
high ideals and deep motivation. On the other hand he is rather
generally well accepted by the student body, which is almost
infallibly a very good sign. I do hope to be able to make a
definite recommendation at the end of the school year.

Please keep all the seminarians in your good prayers.

With sentiments of esteem and best wishes, I beg to remain,

Yours devotedly in Christ,

I YPORY I £ VR BUF P

Very Rev. Maur Burbach, 0.S.B.
Rector

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000543
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY
M, Conception, Missour(

Office of the Registrar

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT

Student’s Name: BURNS, JAMES Diocege:  Gallup

Class: I Theology Date: June 3, 1959
Course No. Descriptive Title Grade s;{“{::’;:"
Cn, 51 Canon Law C 2
Ss., 62 Sacred Scripture | C 4
Th, 52 Dogmatic Theology C+ 5
Sp. 62 Homiletics B- 1
Th. 61 | Moral Theology B- 2
Hs. 32 Church History C+ 2
Th, 71 Liturgical Theology | C 2
Hz. 52 Patrology C -2
Grading System: A—Outstanding Achievement D—Inferior Achievemens

B—Superior Achiovement F—Failure
C—Average Achievement I—Incomplete

Comments by Dean_ of Studies:

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000546
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY
M, Conception, Missouxt

Office of the Registrar

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT

Student’s Name: BURNS, JAMES Diocese: Gallup
Class: III Theology Date: February 4, 1961
Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Smﬁ?r
Th. 55 Dogmatic Theology Cc- 5
Th. 62 Moral Theology Cc- 2
Th. 68 Ascetical Theology B 2
Ss. 65 Sacred Scripture c 4
Hs. 35 Church History C- 2
Cn. 52 Canon Law B- 2
Sp. 65 Homiletics B 1
Grading System: D—Inferior Achievement
ey T T Tncomplete
C—Average Achicvement Cr—Credit

Comments by Dean of Studies:

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000550
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY
*’M’** conceplion, Missouri
X JORX

Office of the Registrar
SEMESTER GRADE REPORT
Student’s Name: BURNS, REV. MR. JAMES Diocese: Gallup
Class: 111 Theology Date:  yay 30, 1961
Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Semester
Hours
Th., 56 Dogmatic Theology (0 5
Th. 63 Moral Theology (o 2
Th. 69 Mystical Theology B 2
Ss. 66 Sacred Scripture c 4
Hs. 36 Church History D* 2
Cn. 53 Canon Law c 2
Sp. 66 Homiletics B 1
Hs. 81 Church History Seminar C
Grading System: D—Inferior Achievement
A—OQutstanding Achievement f_.‘—l'l"‘ﬂcg::lrﬁﬂ
O Aint Aeht oot Cr—Credit

Comments by Dean of Studies:
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY
Jﬁ* conception, Missouri{
S JORX,

Office of the Registrar

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT

Student’s Name:  BURNS, REV. MR. JAMES Diocese:  Ga11up
Class: IV Theology Date: February 5, 1962
Course No. Descriptive Title Grade chr.l):srt:er
Th. 57 Dogmatic Theology C 5
Th. 66 Moral Theology B- 2
Cn. 56 Canon Law B- 2
Hs. 37 U.S. Church History A= 1
Sp. 67 Homiletics B* 2
Ru. 72 Rubrics Cc* 2
Pt. 76 Pastoral Administration B- 1
Pt. 78 Sacred Art B 2
Grading System: D—Inferior Achievement
A-—Outstgndir:\g hAchievement %.———.Il:\?:gz;f]ete
C Ay Kehteeonnt Cr—Credit

Comments by Dean of Studies:

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000553
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY
AW, conception, Missouri

Office of the Registrar
SEMESTER GRADE REPORT
Student’s Name: BURNS, REV. JAMES Diocese: Gallup
Class: IV Theology Date: June 1, 1962
Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Semester
Hours
Th, 58 Degmatic Theology C- 4
Th. 59 Oriental Theolegy C~ 1
Th. 67 Meral Theology Be 2
Th. 74 Liturgical Methedology c 2
Cn. 57 Canon. Law B- 2
Pt. 77 Pastoral Medicime B 1
Sp. 68 " Homileties B 2
Hs. 37 U.S. Church History D 3
Ru, 72 Rubrics Cc 2
Pt. 78 Sacred Art B 1
Grading System: A~—Outstanding Achievement D-—Inferior Achievement
B—Superior Achievement F—Tailure
C—Avcra_ge Achieveinent I—Incomplete

Comments by Dean of Studies:

Comprehensive Examinatien:

Written:
Oral:

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000554
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