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TO: Bp. Pelotte, S.S.S. 
FR: Fr. O'Keefe 
RE: Telephone Conversation with 

DT: 04/03/02, 11:10-11:53 am (mst) 

MEMO CONFIDENTIAL 

(1) At the request ofBp. Pelotte (transmitted orally via Deacon Timoteo), I telephoned _this 
morning and we talked for about 45 minutes. He seemed surprised and grateful for the call. 
He told me that I had "been on his mind" for many years, but that he just "couldn't approach 
me" about his experience with JB because it was too embarrassing for him to talk about. 
The only person he had ever talked to about his encounter with JB was a friend from 
Springerville, This man was a friend of • and on one occasion, when he bad 
had too much to drink, he recounted an episode in which he had been molested by JB. In 
response to this revelation, • shared his own experience with·him. As I understand it, this 
took place several years after both incidents. AM was emphatic in saying that this was the 
only time he-ever mentioned-his own experience; until he'1'ecentlyrelayed it to· his therapist. -

(2) Ohio, has worked as a computer programmer for 
for all"but a few months 

since the late 1970's. In December, 1997 he began psychological/psychiatric therapy 
in Springfield, Ohio, to treat chronic depression. This therapy continued when he -was 
transferred to Columbus. He has been on medical sick leave from the ,,;ince September, 

--2001, when he was hospitalized for eight days. In December, the psychiatrist prescribed two 
anti-depressant medications (Zolton - sp? & Serazon - sp?), which caused "decompensated 
liver damage" (apparently akin to sclerosis of the liver). This condition is now so serious 
that" might need a liver transplant. He is scheduled for an appointment with a liver 
specialist on April 8, 2002 to undergo blood tests, and may have to have a transplant 
procedure done at the University of Pittsburgh in the near future. He has applied for 
pennanent disability retirement from Bank One, and is currently engaged in some type of 
litigation with the bank over disability retirement & benefits. All of his medical expenses 
to date have been covered by bank insurance - "Cobra" - whic~ however, is -due to expire 
at the end of June, 2002. ~mphasized that - even though there is a history of sclerosis 
in his family - his liver condition has not been caused by excessive drinking, but by the 
prescribed medication. 

(3) With regard to the incident with JB, .states that it happened in the summer of 1974, 
when he was 19 years old. He had met JB at the San Juan Fiestas in June, '74, and JB asked 
him to meet him after work to discuss a possible job offer in his parish in "Thatcher." [In 
reality, at the time, JB was in some stage of transition from being pastor of Springerville to 
being released for chaplain work in the Arizona State Prison system. He left Springerville 
some time in the summer of 1974, but I'm not sure just when]. They were to go out to 
dinner and then to a movie. _ is still upset that a priest lied to him (by telling him he was 
stationed in Thatcher) and that the movie they went to was "disgusting." It was during the 
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movie that the alleged molestation (consisting of fondling - s genitals, unzipping his 
pants and perfonning oral sex on him) took place. I believe~said it was an outdoor 
movie, and that the molestation took place in JB's car. On the way back to St. Johns, JB 
attempted to pull the car over into a rest area, but ~nfonned him that he did not want to 
do anything more with him. When they arrived in st. Johns, JB told _that he had a room 
at a local motel and invited him to spend the night with him. ~declined. This was the 
first and only encounter with JB. 

(4) Even though this happened almost 28 years ago,~laims that he still has a "vivid 
memory" as to the incident. He was too shocked, intimidated and embarrassed to offer any 
resistence while the molestation was occurring, but definitely spurned JB's offers to 
continue the contact after the first incident. For many years~ed to put this out of his 
mind, only to have the memory persist. He felt the need to speak of it in light of the many 
stories of alleged molestation by priests currently surfacing: "After hearing about this every 
day, I had to call [sic] and get it out." 

(5) ~emains a practicing Catholic (attending both Latin-rite and Byzantine-rite parishes in 
Columbus). He gave no indication of wishing to hurt either JB or the Church, although he 
was relieved when I infonned him that m no longer can function as a priest. There was no 
indication (at least at this time) that he was seeking any kind of financial compensation. We 
ended the conversation by my making a general offer to help him through prayer, and 
counseling (via telephone) whenever he felt the need. He thanked me once again for the 
call. 
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Mo.t ReveNlkl Frana1, J. GJreen, 
Biahop of Tuoaon. 
192 8. stone Stl"eet, 80x )1 
TuOSOll, Arizona 85102 

o.ar Bishop ONen, 

Ootober 2), 1974 

'l1P-' 1, to 1ntorm you that wbile I vaa in Rome f rather Jame. Bums ./ . 
0_ baak to the ))10.'. and asked tor an appoiut:ment. He waa 
civen the pastorate ot saint Mary ot the .Angel., Pinetop, Arizona. 
It vu ., hope that he had. the aourtuy to intOJ'lll you that he waa 
1eav1nc P'ort Grant. 

S1noerely yours in Cbriet; 

Bishop of Gallup 

. ~ 
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September U, 1974 

RevereM J .... M. Burna 
St.. Mary ot the Anple PU'iah 
P. o. BQ 819 
P1IWto" AZ 8S9)$ 

Dear Fatber DQru, 

fhis will DotU, 7" that tor the good of religion and weltare of 
souls, BaboplfUtr1ob has appo1nted ,ou. as P .. tol'_ St. Kar.r of the 
Angels Parish. PinetoP. Aruona, elfeotive September 5, 1974. 

&nolo •• d. i8 • con of tbe Pro£.~slon of 1&1 til vbicb 1.. an. to take 
in tbe pNMnO& ot latheS' WUsOll .. a our delegate. 11aci1y retlU"ll 
tn. com,plete4 coW to tni. ot.t1oe·. 

It would be .nto arrang. with Father maoa for tbe exchange of 
bookS and the accounts that belong to St. Mary ot the .Angels Parish. 

Aaa\tr1ng 10u ot my best wiebe .• as you P8UIlle this new Ol1ty on behalf' 
of the souls ot the Diocese ot Gallup. I am . 

8incereq yours in Christ~ 

Very Reverend Dwtstan Schmidlin. O.F.H. 
Cb...,eUor 

cc. Rev. SUuel J.. Wilson. 
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a.vern4 JUlG. M. Buras 
St. Maq of \0. Ansel.l Par1ab 
P. o. Bolt 819 
Pinetop. AZ aS9)S 

Dear Father Buraa. 

Tb.18 w1ll aotitT 70U tbat, for the good of religion and welfare of 
MUlls .. Biabop kIa.trieD. baa appoint4d ;rOll as Pastor, St. M&r¥ of the 
.An&ela Pariah. Pinetop, ArUana. atteeUve September $, 197~. 

Enoloftd ia a cOp)' or tbe mteesion ot Fat th whicb lOU are to take 
ill the pre ... ot Father WUaon .. OIlJ'delegate. lCirldly l"tltum 
the complete4 coW to this o.tfice. 

It would be _11 to aJ."l"aage v1tb Fa.ther Wil80n tor the· exchange ot 
books Ind. the aocounts that belonl to St. Mary of tbeAngels Parish. 

A8trt1:'1rlg you of JQ" but v1JJb.ea ... you umwe thi.8 nev d,.ty on bebalt 
of the soule ot t.h8 Diooeae of Gallup. I _ 

S1acere17 yours in Obrist. 

Ve;r.y B.everer.ad Dwlstan Scb.;ri.dl.ln" o .. F .M. 
Coallftllor 

~o f Rev. Samuel J.. Wilsoll 
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Marc" 13, 1974 

Reve rend James K. Burns. ~ 
Catholic Chaplain 

'" 

Fort Grant Correctional Institution 
Fort Grant Rural Station 
Willcox, Arizona 8564) . 

Dear Jim: 

Hope all Is well with you and that you are well Into your-p¥ogram. 
You are dally In my prayers because I know that your new chall.nge_ 
Is tough. I admire your willingness to accept such a posltl4n. . 

Jim, I want to truly thank you for cooperating so excellently with 
olr Minor Seminary Program. As the Bishop mentioned at your fare
well dinner, you of 811 the priests bave al.....,.coop .• rated with this 
program. You have always sent us good boys~ 

JJ' do you want to conttn~. to be Included In our Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Insurlnee or does the Institution offer you one together 
with your J06. If you could let us know by the end of the month. 
I would be most grateful. Jlm,wwe will be more than happy to con
tinue your Insurance but we Just don't want to duplIcate things. 

Jim be good and God love you. You are dally In our pray.rs berG 
at CRS. 

In His Son, 
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March 2, 1974 

P
J I ' L I The Nont r{everend Francis J. Green, D.];). 

! I Bishop of Tucson, Il ~, 192 South Stone Avenue, Box 31 
~,0 Tucson, Arizona 85702 

/',=-.-"~,. If! i i II 
f; : : 
I' !! 

J I : I 
It i I 

'~~I 

Dear Frank, 

Thank you very tnuch for your kindness to Father Burns. 

If I can possibly make the meetini~ with Dick Smith, you may be 
sure I will be there. As you know, I am very much interested in 
the Indians. 

_\fter Easter I am going to Rome with a pilgrimage for my"Ad Limina." 
visit. I hope the meeting will be before or after that. 

1","i th every best wish, I am 

~\ 17 
\ " \ 1/ 
\

., I 

" 
I ( 

U 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

DIOCESE OF TUCSON 
192 SOUTt:VSTONE AVENUE 

P O. BOX 31 

TUCS N. ARIZONA 85702 

Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich 
Bishop of Gallup 
P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Jerry: 

I thought you would like to have a copy of the 
letter which I have sent to Father Burns, wel
coming him to the diocese. The priests in the 
Vicariate in which he will be living are very 
friendly and I am sure will welcome him as one 
of the members of the Vicariate. 

I have just returned from an ecumenical meeting 
in Casa Grande in which it was su:ggest·eu. that yOu 
and Dick Smith might be willing to serve as a 
committee to evaluate the different Indian programs 
that have sp~ung up in the area. At any rate, you 
will be hearing from Hank Cultertson regarding this, 
but I thought I might alert you so that if possible 
you could arrange to accept. 

With kindest good wishes and warm personal regards, 
lam 

Very sincerely yours in Christ, 

f f)~ Sj. !JwJ. • 
Most Rev. Francis i{~Green, D.O. 
Bishop of Tucson 

FJG:gb 

Enc. 
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Rev. James M. Burns 

f)ioc£&£ of iucson 
CHANCERY OFFICE 

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE 
P. O: BOX 31 

TUCSON, ARIZONA .85702 

February 26, 1974 

Fort Grant Correctional Institution 
Fo~t Grant Rural Station 
Willcox, Arizona 85643 

Dear Father Burns: 

I am happy to we lcome you to the Dto'c8se of Tucson and hereby 
approve of your appointment as Chaplain at Fort Grant. I 
officially extend to you the faculties of this Diooese, even 
though though you already enjoy them as a priest of the Province 
of Santa Fe. For canonical purposes, you are hereby appointed 
Associate Pastor at Sacred Heart parish, willcox, effective 
February 26, 1974. Fort Grant is in ,the territory of the 
Willcox parish. 

From correspondence with Director, Department 
of Corrections, I understand t you 11 also be Chaplain to 
the State Correctional Institution in the Safford area. Father 
John M. Fahey, Pastor of St. Rose of Lima parish, Safford, is 
Vicar of the Graham-Greenlee Vicariate, and is aware of the fact 
that you will be chaplain to both institutions. 

We are pla~ing your name in our Diocesan mailing list so that 
you will b~ kept informed of what is going on in the diocese. 
Be assured that we are eager to make you welcome in every way 
and to do all we can to make you feel at home with us. I look 
forward to the opportunity of visiting with you if you get a 
chance to come to Tucson. I want you to know that I am quite 
willing to come to Fort Grant for any occasion at your invitation. 
I am most grateful to you and to Bishop Hastrich for allowing 
you to come to work in our diocese. 

With an assurance of my prayers for the success of your priestly 
ministry, and with my best personal wishes, I am 

Very sincerely yours in Christ, 

... 
Most Rev. 
Bishop of 

Francis J. Green, D.D. 
Tucson 

FJG:gb 
cc: Most Rev. Jerome J. 

~ahey 
Rev. John Debski 

H8strich/ 
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SAINT PETER'S CHURCH 

BOX 108 

SPRINGERVILLE, ARIZONA. 85938 

Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich 
Bishop of Gallup 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Bishop Hastrich, 

Feb. 12, 1974 

As requested during our telephone conversation, 
I am writing this letter to request l'ermtsston from 
you to accept an assignment in the priesthood outside 
the Diocese of Gallup. I wish to serve the men in the 
new Correctional Instution at Fort Grant as well as 
assume the duties of Chaplain at the adult Conservation 
Camp in Safford, Arizona. These positions would be 
within the Diocese of Tucson and has been appooved by 
the Bishop of Tucson in a letter to 
Director to the Dept. of Correction for the State of 
Arizona. 

I wi 11 say my 1 ast Mass (Sunday) the 1 ast Sunday in 
Februrary and should be leaving the parish by the end of 
the month at the latest. In my new position I would like 
to remain a priest of the Diocese as I have been a mem
ber of this Diocese since I was ordained. 

I wish to take this opportumity to thankyou for 
all that you have done for me and my parishes since yo14 
have been the Bishop of Gallup. Although I have not always e'2rr 
agreed with you on all matters I have tried my best to 
be adutiful priest in all matters for the good of the 
Diocese. Your task has indeed been a very difficult one 
and your love of God has been made manifest in your 
actions. I congratulate you for all that you have 
accomplished and wish you the best of everything in the 
Lord in the days to come. I feel prtvil edged to have 
served under you and will conttnue to seeR your hel p and 
prayers in my new assign1l1lllnt. 

Your prtest in Christ, 

~.~4~V 
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Reverend James W. Burns, 
St. Peter Church, 
P. O. Box 103 • 
Springerville, Arizona 8593~ 

Dear Fa.ther Burns, 

February 1ti, 1974 

Thank you for your kind letter asking for permission to be away 
fromt;he diocese for an indefinite period of time while working 
for the State Departrnent of Correction in the Diocese of Tucson. 

I have written Bishop Green as you will see by the enclosed copy 
informing him of lOur presence in his diocese. 

I W~lt you to know that you will be receiving all the communica
tions from our diocesan offices. and are welcome at any and all 
diocesan functions. It is my hope tha. t you will make the i\nnual 
Retreat with the priests of our diocese, and attend general con
vocations,at least. 

~';i th every best Wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of GallUP 

Encl. 
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The Most Reverend Prancis J. Green, D.D. 
Bishop of Tuoson, 
192 South Stone Avenue, 
Tucson, il.!'izoua 85702 

Dear Bishop Green, 

February 18, 1974 

This is to inform you that Father James Burns is aocepting a position 
with the State Department of Correction, with my permission. Since 
he will be living in your Diooese, I would appreciate your granting 
him faculties, and I hope you ... Iill welcome h1m,and encourage your 
priests to do so,at various Diocesan and Vicariate I.1eetings. He 
wishes to remain a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. 

J~y kindness you show him will be considered a personal favor to Ine. 

ItIi th every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Biehop of Gallup 
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Rev. James Burns 
P. O. Box 2155 
Wickenburg, AZ 85318 
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Most Reverend Donald Pelotte 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Bishop, 

300 W. Hillview 
Winslow, AZ 86047 

(602) 289-2350 

28 May 1987 

I cannot tell you how much I appreciate . your sincere and helpful advice which 
I sought during this time of decision making. I am sorry if it appears that 
I am iqnorinq the advice that you gave me but that is not the case. I weighed 
your advice very much. 

I did not choose Bloomfield because of the time element. There is no way we 
could leave the projects we wish to start and go to Bloomfield by July 1, 1987. 
I feel a strong alligence to the people of St. Joseph's and the projects that 
must be accomplished. We at St. Joseph's have the largest parish with a church 
that by all rights should structurly be condemned as unsafe. It would cost to 
much and would probably be impossible to make it safe. To stop the projects, 
today, would probably mean that the parish would not be.· moving toward a solution 
for many more years which would be a terrible serious situation. I feel it 
imperative that this be accomplished. I would feel freer to leave St. Joseph's 
if I could think ofa successor who had the desire or the willinaness or the 
ability to carry this out. I am sorry to say that anyone with these capabilities 
is already happily employed or out of the Diocese. 

Maybe in the future. God will see fit to have a Bloomfield or a similar assign
ment available and we will be more 'prepared to ship on out of here. 

'!hank you once again. I value your advice very much. 

Sincerely yours, 

JB/lg 
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§aint 3Josep!t's <tt!tUfC!t 
300 W. Hillview 

Winslow, AZ 86047 
(602) 289·2350 

28. May 1987 

Most Reverend Jerome J. Hastrich 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Bishop Hastrich, 

All of the priest that I consulted with 
lIIIIIIIIadviced me to go to Bloomfield. 
simple. I do believe that the DiOcese of Gallup must send a working 
to Bloomfield in order to set a good.example for the Diocese and the men 
since it is taking over a well run parish that has been in the hands of the 
Franciscans since it began. 

The more I prayed and considered the mor~~confused I got. St. Joseph's 
parish in Winslow in the past five years h~s continued to grow and it ap
pears that many of 'the divisions wi thin the~:parish that have plaqued it in 
the past seem to be disappearing. We appe~'to be working as a single 
entity. Various programs, long range and short range, are movinq along 
on schedule and need to be continued. We are at a staqe, today. where it 
would be detrimental to change horses in the middle of the stream and thus 
have some of our major projects come to a shandstill. 

Therefore, at least for the present, I feel that I must continue in my 
capacity as pastor of St. Joseph's. We have a very fine parish and we will 
continue to see it grow. 

JB/lg 

Sincerely yours, 

Fr. James M. Burns 
PASTOR, ' ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
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Very Rewrend James H. Bums 
st. Joseph Cburch 
300 MIst B111 v1ew 
W1nslow, AS 86041 

Dear Father Burns I 

JW28 27, 1986 

rou are berewi th appo1nted V1car Foran. of the Navajo Vicariate 
for a period of three years, effectiw July 1, 1986. 

YoU are, alBo, by elect10n of the priests of your vicariate, a 
menber of the Presbytersl Council, wMob will hold 1 ts next nJget-
1ng on 'l'uesday, Septeuber 2, 1986, at 11,00 a.m. MDT (10,00 a.m. MST). 

Hay I thank you :for sharing w1th .. the responsib11itJl for the 
prj.stl!! HEe and m1n1stru for the mea in your vicariate. It 1s 
lr'I:/ hope that you will kelJp a close lfatc1J to see the sp1rl tual and 
maudal needs of the pr1ests. If you cannot fill them, kindly 
1.rorm me. It 1f111 also be gour duty to take cUocesan concerns to 
the priests of your v1cariate for cUBolISs1on and consultat.ton, and 
.fn tum gou Ifill bring to the presbyteral Cotma11 tbe concerns 
.%pressed by your priests. 

Hay God grant you H1s graces in the new duties !IOU are about to 
assarre. 

with eW!ry best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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~yerend James M. Burns 
Saint Joseph's Church 
300 West Hillview 
Winslow, AZ 86047 

Dear Father Burns: 

October 21, 1985 

In reply to your leteer of Octoper 11, 1985, if you will 
kindly let me know when you are ready to go to Mexico to 
study, I will write to the sisters and the school. Since 
we correspond in Spanish, it would be difficult for you 
before you have studied Spanish to be writing the letters. 

with continuing education courses, one third is borne" bg thE! 
priest, another third by the Diocese and another third by . 
the parish. If this is difficult for you, kindly let me 
know. 

ordinarily the course is from six weeks to two months, but 
if you would feel that.three months would give you a better 
opportunity to really learn the language, I would be pleased 
to allow you to stay for th~ee months. 

with every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 

~ 
V 
\ -. .., 

I 
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VergReverend James 
St. Joseph Parish 
lOp Nest Second s~ie 
NinslCM i AZ 86047 

Dear FSt:her ' Bums":: . 

June 20, 1983 

. ~ . . .' ... . . , :' ~ .• _ ~ J . • .• ~ ' ... < . ' ,: CO • 

Inilcoord w:1t:b tlle cU.rect1. veB of th(!. Rensed Code of Canon 
LaW-~ !,or ,~~ ' io~~,On~ _of ·t:jJe '~iesbgte~a·l Cormcll , -you have 
been el.ectedto~~pre~!J!It" ,f:!Je . !iay.i#jl)~lc~!af;~ J.nWs , 
Consul tati ve BOdg·~:. ,:YOU _ !f!:!!! .... 1Ik~1!!-e, ~ert;!!'l! th . appo!n ted 
vicar of the Navajo .. v:l~r!ate 1>eg!piUngJuiJII '30,1983, -
for a per10d of three. years. . ... ' . ~'~ /~ 

rhe first ~t:1,jgwlI1 b~ ' h't!ld at: .th'e D!oCesan Center at 
11:00 a.m. HDr (lO,:~.~. a •. m. · HST) pn ThUrsday, ·~, 

WIth every best w!sh,' I ~m _ ?7ff 
1983. 

t ... 

Sincerely yours 1n Chrlst/ 

. ' 
B!shop of Gallup 

~D : 
f:\ I' 

I I I: 

~\:) . 
'\ \-' 
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March 18, 1982 

Reverend James M. Burns 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
P. O. Box 1387 
Page, AZ 86040-1387 

Dear Father Burns: 

For the good o£ ' religion and the~'e1fa.re of souls, you 
are herewith appointed Pastor of St. ' Joseph Parish, 
Winslow. You are to report for ,duty at your new assign-
ment on July 1, 1982. 

} .. .': 

May God grant you His graces in tbe new r~rk you are 
undertaking. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 

~\ 
,I 

l 

1 
\ 

~ 
~ 

i , 
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Decelliber 10, 1981 

Very Reverend JB.1l1eS H.~~Y.F. 
Immaculate Heart: of Mary urcb 
P. O. Box 1387 
Page, AZ 86040-1387 

Dear Father Burns: 

In accord wit:h t:he »1shes expressed by tbe priests of the 
Navajo Vicariate, I berewith appoint you Vicar Forane of 
the Navajo Vicariate, effective December lS, 1981 •• 

You may take tbe oath of office at your converllence. I 
have delegated the former Vicar, Father Valentine Young, 
to accept your oath. 

Wi th every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 

cc: Very Reverend Valentine Young, OFM 
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October 1, 1981 

Reverend James M. Burns 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
P. o. Box 1387 
Page, AZ 86040-1387 

Dear Father Burns: 

In reply to your letter of September 29, 1981, permi t me to 
say that I have no objection to your acting as a Chaplain to 
the National Guard.. I understand it might mean part of a 
day each month that you spend with them, and perhaps two 
weeks in the Summer. This, Of . course, would be part of your 
vacation. 

It is my understanding that a Reserve Chaplain in the 
National Guard can be c.itliled to active duty. Before you 
would accept active duty, you would, of course, contact 
the Bishop again. . 

With every best wisb, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
.,0 

Bishop of Gallup 
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IMMA<;ULATE HEART OF MARY CHURCH 

Post Office Box 1387 

PAGE, ARIZONA 8Q04O 

Sept. 29,1981 

Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich 
Chancery Office 
Gallup NewMexico 

Dear Bishop, 

Having been asked to the the Arizona National 

Guard several times in the past several years, I 

have decided to pursue this further. 

Ha~ing been in contact with th~ Adjutant of 

the Guard ( a former Paristlloner) arid having been 

assurec by him that this would notinterfer .with 

my pastoral office, I am hereby requesting church 

endorsement so that I might further pursue this 

endeavor . . 

S. i ncere 1. y you~.4J . . . 

C}p)A,ih /YII~ 
~s M .Burns .• . . 
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January 21, 1981 

Reverend James M. Burns 
St. Mary of the Angels Church 
P. o. Box 819 
Pin$top, AZ 85935 

Dear Father Burns: 

For tbe good of religion and th~. welfare of souls, you are he1/'e.,ltb 
appointed Pastor of Immaculate fIeart of Mary Parisb, Page, ef1ect:ive 
Monday, February 2, 1981. ' 

May God grant you His graces 111 ,the new office you are about · to 
assume. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 

/ 
! 

a -, 

l 
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SAl NT MARYof the ANGELS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Janua ry 14, 1981 

PERSONNEL BOARD 
DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
P. O. Box 1338 

P.o. Box 819 
Pinetop, Arizona 85935 

Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Sirs: 

In reply to the Chancery Bulletin of January 12, 1981, I would 
like to submit my name for the available Pastorate of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Page, Arizona. 

I feel that it is important because of my health and other 
considerations, to move to a lower climate. 

Sincerely Yours In Christ, 

r~M~ 
Burns 
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January 12, 1980 

Reverend James M. Burns 
st. Mary of the Angels Church 
P. O. Box 8~9 
Pinetop, AZ 85935 

Dear Father Burns: 

In reply to your letter of January 4~ permit me to say that I am 
pleased,tbo,that you have decided not to study at this time. It 
would be a little difficult to take care of the paople at this late 
hour •. 

I shall keep in mind that you want to go later, and if there is an 
opportunity for someone to substitute for you, we can discuss it 
further. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Personnel Meeting on Tuesday, 
I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 
: ~ 
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SAl NT MARYof the ANGELS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

January 4, 1980 

P.o. Box 819 
Pinetop, Arizona 85935 

Most Reverend Jerome J. Hastrich, D.O. 
Bishop of Gallup 
Chancery 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Bishop Hast~ich: 

Following our telephone conversation last night, and realizing that 
at tlits late date we still have been unable to find a man to fill 
tTl for me wflJle I' attend school i.n Mexi.'co, and realizing the importance 
of our programs durtng the Year of the Family, and the Lenten and 
Holy Week and Easter Services, 1 do here~by withdraw my request to 
attend school tn Mexi'co at tfit:s time. I' feel, also, that the priest 
who would come down here should be in residence a week or two before, 
to understand the programs and running of a one man parish, and to 
acquaint himself with the plant and the wood stove, etc. 

While I feel that I still wish to attend school, and perhaps I can 
be more prepared next year, I nevertheless feel that my obligation 
to St. Mary of the Angels over~rides my desire to go to school. 

Thanktng you for your kind consideration for my request, and hoping 
that with better preparation on my part in acquiring a priest for next 
year, I wish you a very good pilgrimage. 

SincerelyVours In Christ, 

-{L~shL~ 
Pastor 
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Dec~r 10, 1979 

~ 
Lakeside, AZ 95829 

Dear_ 

Thank you very much for keeping me informed about some of the things 
are are going on. Regretfully, I had heard about some of them, but 
was not able to do anything about them. 

As you know, there are very few priests available these days. We 
are just happy if we can have one in every parish to be able to fill 
the essential needs of the people. Would that they would be more 
interested in being truly pastoral as our Holy Father Pope John Paul II. 

You may be sure I will be praying about the situation, and I ask gou 
to do the same. 

With eveNY best wish, I am 

S6ncerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 
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June 22, 1978 

Reverend James M. Burns 
St. ltm.ry of the Angels Churoh 
p~ O. lox 819 
Pinetop, AZ 859'5 

Dear Father Bums. 

For the purpose of your signature being recognized on the 

checks. you are herewith named temporary Administrator of 

st • .Anthony Parish, MeN~ry. 

With every best w1sh.I am 

Sincerely yours in Cbrist t 
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June 6. 1978 

The Reverend James M. Burns 
saint Mary of the Angela Church 
Post otf1ce Box 819 
Pinetop. Apache County, Arizona 85935 

Dear Fa ther Burna, 

This i. to iafo#lll you that Father Michael Atea, YOUl." 
Assistant, baa been tranllfetted and wilt be leaving for 
bis new a •• ignment on JUly 1, 1918. Fa ther David 
Wol1er~eim will be reporting to you on the same day 
as 1tNt" new Assistant. 

With every beat wlah, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ. 

Bishop of Ga 11up 
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Reverend James M. Burns 
St. l¥1ary of the Angels Churoh 
F. O. Box 819 
Pinetop, Arizona 85935 

Dear Father Burnsr 

May 22, 1975 

. For the good of religion and welfare of soula, you are herewith 
appointed Administrator Protem of St. Imthony Parish. MoNary, 
while retaining the Pastorate of St. l'ljary of the Angels. Pinetop, 
Arizona. 

Your assistant is likewise appointed to you as your assistant 
for both Pinetop and MoNary. 

This assignment will be ftfactive as of Friday. l4ay 30. 1975. 

l1/lay God grant you His blesSings in the new work you are about 
to undertake .. 

Sinoerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 
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4/9/75 
atWtI 

Talked to Father Bums today and speed that t would send a priest 

at least t$lllporarUy and at least for Saturday and Sun.y beginning 

with Memorial Day, and thet lui would get one of the newly ordained 

priests (Wentw.ll1y. He also agreed to take bra sem1ur1ans. 

DOG.BURNS.00096. 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000096



LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000097



/ 

Thursday, 
June 24, 1971 

Most Reverend Jerome J. Hastrich, 
Bishop of Gallup 

Your Excellency, 

The following information was obtained from three teenaged 
boys of the Parish of St. Peters Catholic C~ringerville, 
yesterday morning, while I was waiting for ............. 

In summary, these Spanish boys related .that the Pastor had 
been absent since this past Sunday and was due to return as of 
yesterday. The Pastor had made a trip with a teenage boy, to 
Albuquerque, in a truck with the two motorcycles belonging to the 
Pastor, to have these repaired. 

The Pastor had supposedly gone off before, from his Parish, 
for two weeks, and not letting anyone know where he was. 

One of the boys had had a fight with the Pastor because the 
Pasto~ did not want this boy to go steady with a girl. This boy 
and his brother, are constantly with the Pastor, and ride motor
cycles of the Pastor, with the Pastor, all the time. One of the 
brothers h;ad claimed that one of the Pastor's motorcycles belonged 
to him, and another clash ensued and the Priest had to go in person 
to retrieve the vehicle. 

The three teen~gers who related the above information, stated 
that they are on a F~deral work program (N.Y.C.), and they are 
supposed to be getting supervision from the Pastor, and they seldom 
see him--and as a consequence, they just hang around the grounds of 
the Church. These boys complained also about their time card not 
being up to date by the Priest and that they were concerned about 
being paid on time. . 

Your Excellency, this Pastor is the one you asked me to 
calIon for Mass and Confessions, for the ~eople in mlennwood, 
New MexicQ, after I am located in Glennwood. 

Aski~g Your Excellency's blessing, I am, 

Yours respectfully, 
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November 30, 1970 

Very Reverend James Burns, V.F. 
Box 103 ow ::.a:=a.· 

Springerville, Arizona 85938 

Dear Father: 

You are herewith appointed Vicar (Dean) 

of the LOWER ARIZONA VICARIATE with all the privileges 

and duties accompanying this office. 

undertaking. 

May God Bless you in your new 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Jerome J. Hastrich, D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
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Reverend James Bums, 
P.O. Box 103. 
SpringervUle, Arizona 85938 

Dear Father Burns, 

Februa.ry 9, 1970 

Knowing your interest in the preservation 
and promotion of heal thy Fam1l.y Life, I promote you to 
the off1ce,by tbis letter, of Director of the F~ 
Life Bureau of the Diocese of Gallup. 

Hay God assist you in your important task 
of promoting the sanctity of marriage and the Christian 
famUy as the basiC unit of society. 

Your tq~ 1s a most diffioult one when family 
life is being attaoked on every Side. 

Assuring you of a prayer for suooess in your 
difficul t offioe, I ~ 

Sinoere1y yours in Chr1.st, 

DOG.BURNS.00101 . 
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Reverend Jame$ Burns, 
Springerville, Ar1~ona 85938 

Dear Father Burns, . 

January 16. 1970 

Just Q. note to tell you that you are herewith re
lieved of your duties as Ordinary Confessor of the Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters of ~t. Johns. 

I want to thank you for your faithful ful.t'lllment of 
this onerous task in the past. The change, I think, will make 
you more free in yoW! contaot with them in paracMal work. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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September 4, 1989 

"PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL" 

The Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

My name is and I am 31 years o~ age. During the 
years 1970-1976, I was a member o~ St. Peter's parish in 
Springerville, Arizona. Bishop, this letter is o~ a most serious 
nature and ~or reasons I am sure you understand, this letter will 
be kept as brie~ as possible and will avoid speci~ic details. We 
will want to talk ~urther in person or by phone. 

In the spring o~ 1971 I was 12 years old) I was a victim o~ 
child molestation by Fr. James Burns~ then pastor o~ St. Peter's 
parish. The reasons ~or wanting to in~orm you and discuss this 
matter 19 years a~ter the abuse, are as ~ollows: 

1. I had assumed the matter was properly taken care o~ in 
1971 a~ter brie~ly discussing it with my parents. It 
was a ~ew months later that Burns was trans~erred to 
another parish. 

2. During my ~irst "SEARCH" in 1974 in Aztec, New Mexico, 
I again brie~ly discussed the matter with another 
priest during con~ession. I assumed that the matter 
would be ~urther looked into by talking to this priest. 
At the time I did not understand the "seal o~ 

con~essionJl . 

3. Over the years, I had a strong ~ee ling that the matter 
had never been properly taken care o~. I began to also 
~eel guilty that I had not done enough to prevent this 
~rom happening to another child, and that 
responsibility was still on my shoulders. I know what 
this type o~ abuse can do to a person's li~e. The 
recent attention this subject has been given by the 
media, has also prompted new ~ound knowledge in 
pedophilic behavior and the realization that the 
victims su~~er li~elong consequences, and many times 
are str-ipped o~ a "normal" I i~e. 

DOG.BURNS.00113 _ 
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4. I am not a~ter money and have not sought legal counsel. 
For the reasons above, I ~eel God is directing me to do 
what I can to prevent any additional abuse and ~or the 
Diocese to seek out any past victims and o~~er proper 
therapy and counseling. 

Bishop, I can o~~er the ~ollowing re~erences as to my character 
and credibility: 

1. Fr. Larry O'Kee~e - Fr. Larry is the priest I ~irst 

discussed this matter with during the 1974 Search. 

2. Monsignor Leo Gomez 

3. Served 
Gallup, • ~or Diocese o~ 

~ look ~or your immediate response by calling me at II1II 
.......... to set up a phone con~erence or ~ace-to-~ace meeting. 
Working together we can do our best to put an end to child 
molestation by priests that may exist today in the Diocese o~ 

Ga llup. 

in Christ, 
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Confidential Report to Bishop Pelotte - 3/18/89 

In 1974 I heard the confession of a 16-year old boy. The 
matter was very serious, and had made a profound negative impact 
on him. Subsequently, the boy came to me several times for 
counselling relating to the same matter. I was concerned for his 
spiritual and psychological well-being, and especially that there 
be no lasting wounds in his relationship to God, to the Church or 
to priests. Over the ye ...... rs he and I have developed a close 
personal friendship. From time to time while he was in college he 
would allude to the matter of the confession, and we talked about 
it at length at least once while he was in college. 

Upon graduating from college in 1980, he was hired by an 
international computer-parts manufacturer, with whom he is still 
employed. He has a successful career, is at the junior-executive 
level, and at this time is probably earning between $50,000.00 and 
$70,000.00 a year. He was married in the Church, and he and his 
wife are expecting their second child. Their marriage is a strong 
one. I last saw him about six months ago, when I stayed overnight 
with him and his family in the Phoenix area. 

Last Wednesday night (3/15/89) he called me, and after some 
preliminary conversation indicated to me that there was a purpose 
to the call. He thereupon began to read to me a statement which 
he had written out shortly before the phone call. As nearly as I 
can recall the various points made, they were as follows: 

The matter which he had first talked to me about in 1974 
was still bothering him, and, as far as he is concerned, has never 
really been resolved. He feels an "empty place" in an otherwise 
happy life, and wonders how different a person he might now be if 
he had not had this experience. 

The most troublesome factor to him was that a certain 
priest had never been brought to account over what had happened. 
He bears a great animosity towards this priest. 

He has reason to bel ieve that there have been others 
victimized as he was, and strongly feels that something must be 
done to protect future potential victims. 

- He has decided that something must be done in order to 
resol ve this once and for all. He wanted to inform me of his 
intentions, "more as a friend than as a priest", because of the 
1 ikl ihood of "1 awyers and the media" being invol ved in what he 
plans to do, and of my name being brought into the case as the 
priest he first turned to. 

- He is committed to the Church, but feels that "this type of 
thing" is so widespread (he understands that as many as 5% of the 
clergy may be involved in similar activity), that it is his 
responsibility to do something to help clean it up. He is dismayed 
that no action was ever taken against the individual priest 
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involved in his case. 

When he had finished reading the statement, I said something 
to the effect that when he had something important to talk about 
he didn't kid around. I then reminded him that the matter he had 
brought to me was under the seal of confession, and that I could 
not inform anyone because of that seal - and in fact had never 
discusseed it with anyone other than him. I had only talked with 
him about it at those times when he had brought up the subject. 

I then said that before he did anything in a public or civil 
forum on this that he should have recourse to the Bishop. He 
expressed scepticism as to whether Bishop Hastrich would do 
anything but try to cover it up. He finds it impossible to believe 
that over the years evidence has never been brought to the Bishop 
about that priest's involvement in similar activities. 

[[ I know - from the priest himself - that allegations 
were made against him after 1974,' and that the Bishop 
knew of them. I also have reason to believe that there 
was at least one other incident which resulted in the 
man's abrupt transfer from one parish to another, and 
whi ch presumabl y therefore the Bishop knew of. This 
second episode, however, I do not have any first-hand 
knowledge of. I obviously did not share this information 
with the man who called me. ]] 

He asked me why I had never encouraged him to take the matter 
to the Bishop. I replied that it was basically a judgment calIon 
my. part: we had talked about it for the most part during his 
adolescence, when my concern was his healing and normal development 
into manhood. I did not judge it at the time to be in his best 
interest to so focus his attention and energy on this one matter, 
when there were so many other concerns for him as he approached 
adul thood. I had not real i zed that, in spi te of hi s overa 11 
success in making the transition to adulthood, this incident (which 
had in fact taken place some years before he first told me about 
it) had so traumatized him. His response to this was, "You still 
have the right answer for things, don't you?" I believe that he 
meant that to be taken at face value, and was not being sarcastic. 

I asked him to do me one favor, as a friend: not to do 
anything about this until we had a chance to sit down together and 
talk about it. He said that would be good, if it could be done 
soon. I told him that the very earliest I could get down to see 
him would be Easter Sunday night. At first he said that that was 
too long, but after realizing the impossibility of his being able 
to corne to see me before then and my being unable to get down there 
during Holy Week, he agreed to wait until Easter. 

I asked him if he had discussed this with his wife. He said 
that he had, and that she supported his decision. I again assured 
him that I had never broached the subject with the Bishop, and that 
I strongly believed that he should seek redress within the Church 
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before "going publ ic" - for his and his famil y' s sake, as well as 
for the sake of the Church. 

In setting this in writing, my prime concern IS for the 
sancti ty of the seal of confession. For that reason I cannot 
reveal the name of the caller, or of the.priest. Whatever concrete 
details I have disclosed in this report have come from 
conversations not bound by the seal. 1 have disclosed no details 
revealed to me within the sacramental forum. 

I am also very concerned about the justice of this man's 
claims, and about his spiritual well-being and continued commitment 
to the Church. 1 strongly advise that this maLter be treated with 
the utmost seriousness. This man is a mature, committed Catholic. 
He is highly intelligent and well educated. He has the financial 
resources to pursue civil litigation if he judges that the Church 
is unwilling to do anything. 

At the same time, we are talking about an alledged incident 
that took place a long time ago - some sixteen to twenty years (I 
really do not know the exact time, or how old this man was when it 
happened) . 

It is my intention to go and see him on Easter Sunday night, 
and spend a few days with him and his family. 1 would appreciate 
some advise and assistance in how I should approach this. It is 
quite clearly an extremely delicate matter, all the more so for me 
since it invol ves the seal of c'onfession. It is my concern for the 
integrity of the seal that has prompted me to put this in writing; 
I was fearful that in an oral presentation the seal might be 
compr6mised. I have tried to be very careful in presenting the 
facts of the case, and feel that the above account provides the 
necessary information and preserves the inviolability of the 
sacramental forum. 
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THE DIOCESE OF GALLUP 

CHANCERY 

Post Office Box 13~8 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT YOUR REPLIES AND RETURN TO CHANCERY 
TOGETHER WITH A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF YOURSELF THAT CAN BE 
USED FOR PRINT. Thank you. 

SSN,t 046 24 9020 -----------------
1; NAME JAMES MA'ITHEW BURNS 

----------~~------------------~~=---------------~~-------First Middle Last 

II DATE OF BIRTH 

3/ PLACE OF BiRTH 

15 
Day 

BRIDGEPORT, C~N. 

JUNE 
Month 

----

1933 
Year 

~/ PARENTS: L ivin9 __ _ 

~lother: _~~~~~~~~_I!!! __ • 
(Maiden Name) 

_________ -,Deceas ed_X_ 

Father: 
L i v i n9 

-.,---___________________________ Oeceased~ 

SI Name and Address of person to be notified in case of , accident, sickness 
or death: 

P.O. Box 131 Wickenburg, AZ 85358 602-684-2733 
--(r":. r--.-c-'o-:-t-"i--:=f-y-=CHc':-.A·~r'i-:-:'C:-::E=R-:-:Y-w"--h-en-e-\-/e-r-a 'change of c1d~c1:-r-e-s-s ·orname~ is made) 

6/ Do you carry Accident or Life Insurance? Company's name and address: 

7/ Have you made a WILL recently? Is it in Chancery or where? 
NOT RECENTLY NO 

----_._---------_. __ ._ .. _ ._-_._---

ECCLESIASTICAL STATUS 

8/ Date and Place of Baptism~~~~t. James Church, ~tratford, Conn. 

9/ Date and Place of ORDINATION __ M_a..#.-y 2~962 - Bridgeport, Conn. 

B Y ~I hom Bishop Walter W. Curtis 

For What Diocese ___ G_allup 

Parish at time of Ordination. ~_~dy 0E .. Gu9~alupe, Flagstaff, AZ 

*Social Security Number 
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: : .• . ... -: 

- 2 -

101 llate of entrance into Diocese of Gallup __ ~.~53 ____ ______ . ____ _ 

11/ Date of Incardination __ 1961 __ . __ l3y whom_Bishop Espe_1_a_g_e __ _ 

12/ Have you been a member of a Re 1 i 9 i ous Order or Cornmun ity? ___ NO __ _ 

Give name and address of same --_._--------_._--_._. _---------------

Are you still a member? ----
13/ Have you been secularized? NO Date of Reser ipt _______ _ 

14/ If you have not been incardinated, who is your present Bishop? 

::O'JCATIONAL RECORD _ .----_._ .. _--_._--

121 Grade School Garden School Stratford, Conn 1948 
Name Place Graduation Date 

~igh School Stratford High Startford, Conn 1952 
Name Place Graduation Oa-te 

Co 11 ege Immaculate Concep!.~on Seminary, Conception, MO 1957 
N a me P 1 ace G r a d u at ion Date 

Phi losophical Studies Lnm. Conception Seminary 1957 
',.J her e ...:-.---D=-a--:t-e-s-----

Theological Studies Immaculate Conception Seminary 
\oihere 

_~I DEGREES: Please list and from where obtuined: 

B/A Philosophy 

-----------_._-_._----------_.-

lU My present major, official assignrnent is Pastor 

at St. Joseph ______ s i nce July 
Month 

1958-1962 
Dates 

1982 
Year 

18/ My other official assignments were (inside 

Our Lady of Guada1up, Flagstaff, AZ 

& outside the Diocese of Gall up) : 

from_~ to 63 

Navivity, F1aqstaff AZ from 63 __ . to 

__ frol11~_t o 64 
, 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Ho1bro.QK. __ ...;.A-"=Z'---____ _ 

St. Lawrence, Humbo1t, CampVerde, Me~~~Jrol11~4 _ _ to_6_5 __ _ 

St. Peter, Springerville, Quemada, Alpine from 65 to 72 ---'-=---
Ft. Grant Reform School 
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(Other official assignments -- continued): 

to 73 Ft. Grant Prison, Chaplain fr-Olll 72 
----------------------~--~--.--------------

~/ 

St . Mary of the Angels, Pinetop from 73 to 81 --- --.----

Immaculate Heart, Page AZ from 81 to 82 
St. Joseph, Winslow 82 Present 

In addition to my official assi~nrnent(s), I am currently engaged in 
the following Priestly activities: 

Vicar Forane - Navajo Deanery 
--------_._--._----

Chairman, Golden Jubilee Committee 

19/ 00 you hold any office in the Diocese outside of parochial ministry? 

Chairman Priest Council 

'20/ Name BUILDINGS erected under your management: 

NAME 

St. Phili~ Benizi 

St. Mary of the Angels 

PLACE DATE 

Black Canyon City 

Pinetop (finished) 

COST 

250,000 

21/ Please describe any special experience, training (e.g., degrees or 
non-degree studies) and talents that should be considered in assigning 
your work in the Diocese: 

NC»ffi 

22/ How is your health at the present time? Good _____ Fair~Poor ____ __ 

Comment: 

23/ My personal preference with regard to Parish work would favor my 
assignment to: 

(Mark as #1 the parishes you have the deepest interest; 
#2 those in which you have a moderate interest; 
#3 those in which you have a little interest; 
#4 those in which you have no interest.) 

2 No Special Preference _-1--Bilingual Parish (Specify) 
1 Arizona Parish __ 2-Changing Parish. 
1 New Mexico Parish __ 2--Experimental Parish 
2 Hission Parish _. __ Other(Describe) 
2 ~ ow n Par ish 
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24/ f am interested in the following SPECIALIZED fields: 

121 

~I 

Please ~ark according to your order of preference: 
#1 Deep interest 
#2 Moderate interest 
#3 Little Interest 
#4 No interest 

1 Adult Education 
--ZCANA 

2 Newman I\postolate 
'---3-Radio and TV 

2 CFM 
_ .... 4_Chancery 
_~3_Catholic Charities 

1 Counselling 
--L4-Diocesan Miss ion Band 

---2 __ Religious Education(CCD) 
.--2--Retreats and Days of Renewal 
__ --2-Semi nary 

_~3_Ecumenism 
_--4---Yigh :.cl-)ool Te3ching 

4 Hospital Chaplain 

. __ J-Sacred Mus i c 
3 Urban Affairs 

--2--Vocation Work 
,-__ LYolJth ~.Jor'< 
----3..-..M i gr ant Work e rs 

2 I nterrae i a 1 Work 
-)-Journa 1 ism 
_2_L iturgy 

.. -2---Mexi c an-Amer i can Apos to 1 a te 
3 Further graduate work 

4-r~arri age Tri buna 1 
-A._r~ i 1 it a r y C hap 1 a i n 

What field 

Other (Spec ify): ----

I am familiar with the following modern languages. 
(Please indicate degree of fluency): 

LANGUAGE HfGH tvl0DERATE 

English x 

~panish 

Would you welcome at this time the res pons i b il ity of the 
Pastor of an existing parish: Yes nLa No 

\·!ou l·j ~"ou ~Ie 1 come ~t tr~ " s t i rn~ t h i~ r'espons i b; 1 i ty (',f t.he 
Pastor of a par ish to be formed: Yes No 

LO~I 

x 

office 

office 

bf 

of 

ADDI1'lONAL REMARKS 

N.B. For your own future reference, 
so that you may have a copy of 
you have provided in this data 

form has peen enclosed 
important information 

DA T E S I G N E D-+-~_-+-+-___ ---if-,-,-U-",U7,,--,IAA.A--
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Very Reverend James M. Burns 
St. Joseph Parish 
300 West Hillview 
Winslow, Arizona 86047 

Dear Father Burns, 

July 3. 1989 

In accord with the wishes of the priests of the Navajo 
Vicaria~e, I herewith reappoint YOUi Vicar of the 

, Navajo Vicariate for a three year perio<i, beginning 
July 1, 1989. 

May God grant you His graces in leading the priests in 
this area. 

With every best wisht I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Host Reverend Jerome J. Hastrich, D.D. 

" ~:"'" 

\ 
" \ 

",.<,; \ ' 
\ "' , ", 

,1,\ :: 

i., ' . 
i ' \ ' 
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I---------------~~~------------------------------~----

.- - '--'-'-- ' - --- . . . _------'. - - - - ---.. ---.. -----.. --.-- ------- -.---. -- . 

i. __ . ___ .__ ___~QJ·1ETtME~IT_J§~ERl DIFFIqJLT_'I.D _ _ _____ . _____ .. 

[ CONTINUE 'ill RECEIVE PUBLIC CONDEMN-
1- .--- . - - -.-------.---.--. -------- --- .- --.-.---.. -- .-------.. - - .. .. ----- ----. -- , 

i __ __ _______ __ _ ....NATIQ~~ _BUT _ONLL.I?_Igy[\.1'f,_&O!PGIE~!.. ___ . _____ __ . _______ _ 

• 
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January 13, 1989 

, 

Very Reverend James M. Burns 
St. Joseph Parish 
300 We~t Hillview 
Winslow, Arizona 86047 

Dear Father Burns, 

Regretfully, I have to inform you that we are taking 
away your Parochial Vicar, Father Willia~ Day. Bishop 
Pelatte and I are both agreed that for the good of his 
eoul and the good of the ministry, he should he moved at 
this time. 

It is my hope that we will be able to give you a new 
assistant in the not too distant futurea In the 
meantimes it is my hope that Father Forman can assist 
you with your various parochial tasks. 

This will be effective; February 1, 1989. 

May God bless you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Jerome J. Bastrich, D.D. 
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~ __ s5_~_~C;!J-_ ______________________________ _ 
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TO ___ -C:.+.=D=E ..... P ________ DATE _-'-7.L-'/2=6<..L/-'<.9~O ___ _ 

SUBJECT: __________ ~F~o~r=m=a~n~,_=B~u~r~n=s~,_W~in~s~l~o~w~,~e~tc~._· ______ __ 

Paul will need to talk with you, perhaps as 
soon as Saturday, (tomorrow) about all of this. 

It seems that Farrell has been "feeding" Carl D. 
about alot of things that happened at Winslow 
prior to Jim Burnsl leave-taking to go to Jemez 
and the Forman-Fiasco that followed. 

Included in these remarks are: 

__ II what Farrel saw at 3AM in the morning" 
with the parade of folks in/out of the rectory 
and coming in/out of Jimls suite. 

--the fact that Forman had made xerox 
. copies of financial records that he now 

claims could prove damaging to Burnsl 
reputation; he has also alluded to the fact 
that he might publish these reports in that 
weekly rag they publish in Winslow. 

Is this the time to put Jay Mason on alert? 

Paul said he realizes that Farrell feels Ilused" 
after-lhe-fact right now and I suppose that Carl 
is easy to talk with and a good listener. 

Just some background to Paulls memo attached. 

FROM: _________________________________ ~~ __ 

TOPS" FORM 3651 LITHO IN U.S.A. 

DOG.BURNS.00183 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000183



DOG.BURNS.00184 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000184



DOG.BURNS.00185 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000185



/ -

, . 
" 

i 

f .. 
I 

, 

i . 
i 
I 

i 
! . 

~ ' " .. 

.. . 
": '" " 

.~ . 
... . ! :. 

.... "~. ~ : t;,< 
.- :.; -, ' .. 

. i"" ':'" . 
.. . ',.'" . '. : 

,. . 
. ·. '::,/ -r ·.· .. 

.. ":;~.' ,i'. ' .. . " , .. 

DOG.8URNS.00186 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000186



Most Reverend Don~ld E~ Pwlotte, sas 
Bishop of G~llup 
G~llup, New Mexico 

",; I ...... 

'.' .," .. <!t.,. 
YQU~: . Excalleru:y} :\':" 

'~'I " " :: " . . 
" , ,'- : ' . . .' ~. 

; .. . .... . 
Although 1 am not a spokesman for St • . Joseph~s Parish Council, 

I want to express my deep gra·ti tLlde to you for ta~d ng time from your 
very busy schedule to come to our parish and talk to us about the 
problems we have had here at St. Joseph~s. :. It gives us a · feeling of 
really belonging to the dioc:e~e and a.lso gives us ~ chance to g~t to 
know you as our Bishop. . 

The main reason for this letter though, is to express some 
thoughts on behalf of Father Burns. From what was brought out at the 
meeting on Aug. 28, I believe that you have received mostly negativ. 
comments about Father Burns and I would like to tell you some positive 
things to balance the scales, as it were. 

First, I would like to tell you that I grew up here in Winslow,' 
After being married at St. Joseph~s with Fr, Eugene Mc Carthy 
offiCiating, I WitS awaY~L\rning after' my husb~U1d Y"etired from the 
Air Force. My husband ~and I have been active in the parish, 
serving on the par"ish council several times. _ was president. when 
Fr. Lindenmwyer Wcii\S our priest. _ h.::\s been ~able for many 
building projects and did ~uch ~ work on the Holy Family Chapel. 
I have wodced wi th CCO and pres,entl y am presi dent of the Rosi:i\ry Al t~r 
Society. ' . 

When Fr. Burn~ came to Winslow, parishioners were delighted to 
h~ve him here. The people is St. Joseph's held Fr. Lawrence O'Keefe 
in the highest regard. He was leaving to study in Rome. Anyone who 
followed in the footsteps of t~is charismatic priest had a tremendous 
task of filling his shoes. But, Fr. Burns came with gre~t 
recommendations and we were happy to have someone of such high caliber 

. as our parish priest. He was 'sent here, by Bishop Hastrich, partly to 
rebuild the parish plant, a job for which he had an excellent 
reputation, With his enthusiasm and hi~ sense of humor, he was well 
~eceived. . 

Rebuilding and renovating the parish was not an easy task and 
some toes were stepped on, especially thos e of some people who had ' 
very strong ideas about what the priorities should be. However, Fr. 
Burns dug in and continued on. What he has accomplished in this 
parish has to be remembered and the parish must extend it,s gF~titude 
to this man because he upgraded this parish and made it a place of 
which we could bS proud. His ideas of insulating the buildings will 
be deeply appreciated in the future by those who will be paying the 
bills. . 

One of the most important matters which must be noted is the way 
Fr. Burns treated everyone equally. There was no favoritism of one 
group over the other. I watched as he brought this pari~h together 
and made everyone feel as though they had an important part in the 
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.. parish. When··I was a child we had a pr:iilst here who was from Holland,:;· 
Fr. Hootsmans. He w~s very dictatorial and sc~red most of us out of . 
our wits. (Father Burns is mild compared to this priest but in those · 
days you believed in obedience to the Church) Unfortunately, dna of . 
the legacies from his time here w~s a division between the Mexican
America.ns and the "Anglos" (as Wf..l were designated). Fr. H. insisted 
that all the AnQlos sit on the West side of the church and the 
Mexican-Americans on the East side where he had hung a tapestry of the · . 
Virgin of Guadalupe. Also in those days,tha pews were rented. All of 
this created a lot of host.ility about "my" pGlwand "your" pew al"ld 
"our tl side and "Y0l..lr" side. It must hcl:\ve tHien a dilemma for all the . 

·priest~ who followed. Fr. Burns, apparant~ly, decided this was 
intolerable. Because of his actions, the MeHicam-Americans in our 
parish have taken their right~ul place and fully participate 1n all 
activities. He has to be given full credit for accomplishing this 
momumental task. · People in our parish now work together side by sida 
because this man b~lieved that all people should be treated the same. 
He did this in such away, I don"t think mo~t people even notice what 
has happened. · .. . 

Most of the trouble in St. Joseph~s Pa~ish has been brouQh~ about 
by personality clashes. What an indictment against all that a priest 
has to struggle so hard against his detractors. 

It is my humble opinion that Father Burns is a good and decent man 
and a holy priest. He gave himself totally to this parish. Sadly, be 
didn't get much back. To think that there are people who believs 
that he was guilty of almost criminal behavior is astounding. 

Father Burns is perhaps hard-headed and strong-willed. I became 
aware eariy on that Fr. Burns was up-front in his dealings with 
everyone~ ' He was .not the type to play games. Sometimes he was 
brutally honest 'and probably off~nded a few. He may have made some 
inappropriate decisions for the· sake of convenience but after all, ha 
is human like the rest of us. . 

There a~e those of us in the parish who care about him and are 
praying for him through his difficult struggle. 

.. ,' Respectfully yours 
.;.',., .... .. . ~ ' :, :.-
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, NewMexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863·4406 

Rev. James Burns 
St. Joseph Parish 
300 West Hillview 
Winslow, AZ 86047 

Dear Jim: 

November 27, 1990 

With this letter I am appointing you pastor of St. Rose Parish 
in Blanco, New Mexico, effective December 5, 1990 and for a period 
of three years. Needless to say I am very pleased that you are willing 
to accept this assignment. I am confident that you will provide the' 
kind of leadership which the parish needs just now. 

I am fully aware that with this job comes an unusually high 
debt. I t is not one that either of us incurred. But I shall do all 
can in supporting you in this matter I even if it means making a special 
trip to Blanco to dialogue with the parishioners. Obviously it is 
important that the debt to the bank be paid off first. What is owed to 
the Diocese or the Franciscans can wait awhile. 

Let me use this occasion to thank you for being so cooperative 
during your stay at Jemez Springs. I know how painful it was for you. 
I am certainly proud to see how much growth was accomplished and will 
continue to "strengthen you" as you embark on this new commitment. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 133B • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. James Burns 
St. Joseph Parish 
300 West Hillview 
Winslow I AZ 86047 

Dear Jim: 

November 27, 1990 

With this letter I am appointing you pastor of St. Rose Parish 
in Blanco, New Mexico, effective December 5, 1990 and for a period 
of three years. Needless to say I am very pleased that you are willing 
to accept this assignment. I am confident that you will provide the 
kind of leadership which the parish needs just now. 

I am fully aware that with this job comes an unusually high 
debt. It is not one that either of us incurred. But I shall do all 
can in supporting you in this matter, even if it means making a special 
trip to Blanco to dialogue with the parishioners. Obviously it is 
important that the debt to the bank be paid off first. What is owed to 
the Diocese or the Franciscans can wait awhile. 

Let me use this occasion to thank you for being so cooperative 
during your stay at Jemez Springs. I know how painful it was for you. 
I am certainly proud to see how much growth was accomplished and will 
continue to II s trengthen you" as you embark on this new commitment. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, 555 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863·4406 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Lechner: 

November 19, 1990 

Thank you for your letter of November 9, along with the 
material relating to Fa.ther Burns' discharge. I am returning 
the therapy summaries as requested. 

Yesterday, I had occasiol'1 to speak to Father Vigil, the 
new pastor at Winslow. He indicates that Father Burns will be 
staying there until he is due in Blanco. This is unfortunate, as 
I had thought he was planning to take some time away with his 
family. In addition, Father Vigil said that Jim was in a rather 
negative frame of mind. I can see that this might be the case, 
since he is there to pack up and to move on but I hope this won't 
be his on-going attitude. We'll have to monitor this very carefully. 

Thank you again for all you have done to facilitate the growth 
that we have seen in Jim. This is indeed, a generous gift from you 
to our diocese and for this I am deeply grateful. 

During this time of Thanksgiving, I offer thanks to the Lord 
for generous and committed people like yourself, who spend their 
time and energy helping those who are broken and in need of strength. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

·Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Lechner: 

November 19, 1990 

Thank you for your letter of November 9, along with the 
material relating to Father Burns' discharge. I am returning 
the therapy summaries as requested. 

Yesterday, I had occasion to speak to Father Vigil~ the 
new pastor at Winslow. He indicates that Father Burns will be 
staying there until he is due in Blanco. This is unfortunate, as 
I had thought he was planning to take some time away with his 
family. In addition, Father Vigil said that Jim was in a rather 
negative frame of mind. I can see that this might be the case, 
since he is there to pack up and to move on but I hope this won't 
be his on-going attitude. We'll have to monitor this very carefully. 

Thank you again for all you have done to facilitate the growth 
that we have seen in Jim. This is indeed, a generous gift from you 
to our diocese and for this I am deeply grateful. 

During this time of Thanksgiving, I offer thanks to the Lord 
for generous and committed people like yourself, who spend their 
time and energy helping those who are broken and in need · of strength. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

-Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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PAMCLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

November 9, 1990 

Most Reverend Donald E, Pelotte, S,S,S" Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

Enclosed are a final treatment summary, aftercare recommendations, and 
a planning/discharge summary for the Reverend James Bums, who completed 
his program here at Villa Louis Martin on the 9th of November. I would 
suggest that the aftercare recommendations and the final treatment summary 
be kept in a confidential file. When you have read the summary of the 
discharge meeting I would suggest that, as the case with therapy summaries, 
it be sent back to us. 

On behalf of the staff I would like to express a word of gratitude to you for 
coming to Jemez Springs for the discharge conference and for all the support 
you have given to Fr. Jim during the time of his program here. 

Respectfully yours, 

QJA~.s.f. 
I 

(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 

3. 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Lechner: 

November 7, 1990 

Find enclosed the documentation you passed me yesterday. 
reviewed these carefully prior to our afternoon meeting and again 
this morning. I believe the report represents a good assessment 
of Jim's present situation with realistic advice on how to deal with 
his future. 

While yesterday's discharge meeting was not an easy one, I believe 
we covered the bases and were able to express to Jim some of our 
serious concerns. Please thank all who participated, especially for the 
marvelous way in which all of you have assisted Jim in his growth over 
the last six months. 

Needless to say, I cannot adequately thank you and your community 
for this generous gift of the scholarship for Jim. With the little money 
we have available, Jim could never have participated in such a therapeutic 
program. I am sure he is deeply grateful and so am I. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
. 711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Peter: 

October 16, 1990 

Thank you for your letter of October 8, 1990 and the progress 
report of Father James Burns prepared by The report 
is being returned as requested. 

Needless to say, I am pleased with his progress and happy to 
see that he is almost ready to be reassigned. I believe the challenge 
at Blanco would be very good for him. I have consulted with some of 
his priest-friends and they all feel strongly that he should look upon 
this assignment in a positive light. 

I continue to be concerned about Jim's always reading so negatively 
into everything. Your report provided good examples of ways in which 
this occurs. 

I shall continue to do all I can to affirm and support Jim. I hope 
he will continue to be open and willing to receive positive and negative 
in-put. This seems to me to be so important for his on-going growth. 

Thank you, once again, for being so generous in helping us help 
Jim. I shall alway,s be grateful to you and the Paracletes for this 
generous gift which you are giving the. Diocese of Gallup. 

Fr.aternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, 555 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. James Burns 
% Foundation House 
Jemez Springs, NM 

Dear Jim: 

October 9 I 1990 

87025 

Thank you for phoning me this afternoon. I hope we'll be 
able to settle things by the end of the week. 

Find enclosed a cheque of Three Hundred Dollars from 
Extension, to cover your salary for the month of October. Should 
you agree to become pastor in Blanco, we can continue to subsidize 
your salary there. The lack of communication in this case was on 
the part of Father Curran. 

I'm pleased to see that you are doing so well. I am proud of 
what you have been able and willing to do. 

xc: File 
Encl. (2) 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863·4406 

Rev. James Burns 
% Foundation House 
Jemez Springs, NM 

Dear Jim: 

Oc.tober 9, 1990 

87025 

Thank you for phoning me this afternoon. I hope weill be 
able to settle things by the end of the week. 

Find enclosed a cheque of Three Hundred Dollars from 
Extension, to cover your salary for the month of October. Should 
you agree to become pastor in Blanco, we can continue to subsidize 
your salary there. The lack of communication in this case was on 
the part of Father Curran. 

11m pleased to see that you are doing so well. I am proud of 
what you have been able and willing to do. 

xc: File 
Enc!. (2) 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863·4406 

Rev. James Burns 
% Foundation House 
Jeme;t Springs, NM 

Dear Jim: 

Oc.tober 9, 1990 

87025 

Thank you for phoning me this afternoon. I hope weIll be 
able to settle things by the end of the week. 

Find enclosed a cheque of Three Hundred Dollars from 
Extension, to cover your salary for the month of October. Should 
you agree to become pastor in Blanco, we can continue to subsidize 
your salary there. The lack of communication in this case was on 
the part of Father Curran. 

JIm pleased to see that you are doing so well. I am proud of 
what you have been able and willing to do. 

xc: File 
Ene!. (2) 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863·4406 

Rev •. Peter Lechner 
% Foundation House 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Lechner: 

August 10, 1990 

I returned here on Wednesday from Board meetings in 
Tucson and San Antonio. The enclosed audited report was 
waiting for me. It speaks for itself. 

On August 28, I shall be meeting with the Parish Council 
and the Finance Committee of St. Joseph's Parish. The auditor 
will be present with me to , review this report with the people 
concerned. 

It would be good if I had the opportunity to discuss this 
matter with you prior to my meeting in Winslow. While there were 
improprieties on Jim's part it is not as serious as people were 
surmising. But there are other matters to be considered, and so 
I do not intend to reassign Jim back to St. Joseph's. I hope to 
be able to appoint a new pastor by September 1. This should come 
as no surprise to Jim. Myself and others had indicated to him that 
it would probably end up this way. Jlrn should not become overly 
anxious. I am sure we will be able to integrate him into a new 
assignment without much difficulty. 

I hope he was not too devastated 'by 's tragic death. 
Jim is uppermost in my daily prayers. Blessings! 

Encl. (1) 
xc: fi Ie copy 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GAllUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87301 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. James Burns 
St. Joseph Parish 
300 West Hillview 
Winslow, AZ 86047 

Dear Jim: 

16 February, 1990 

I am enclosing the material I promised you and have informed Father 
Peter Lechner that you have agreed to go there for evaluation during the 
week of March 5. You may want to call him at (505) 829-3586 and get 
the details on when you are to be there. I think they expect you on 
Sunday night, March 4. 

I hope you are not worrying too much about the "financial matters" we 
discussed. I am satisfied with your presentation and feel certain you and 
II1II exemplify the honesty and trustworthiness that is expected of us in 
our stewardship. Don't let the criticisms get to you and when necessary, 
provide the clarifications that are needed. 

I respect you for your courage in dealing with the other matter. Rest 
assured you have my solid support and fraternal backing. Keep your chin 
up. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Coadjutor Bishop of Gallup 
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P.AMCLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

RELEASE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

TO: The Professional Staff of Foundation House 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NN 87025 
505-829-3586. 

I hereby authorize you to provide 

with _a complete report of your evaluation concernIng myself; 
your diagnosis, prognosis and recommendations. The recipients of 
this material are also duly notified that once these documents 
have been read, THEY ARE TO BE DESTROYED OR RETURNED TO FR. LIAM 
HOARE, s.P. WHO WILL SEE TO THEIR DISFOSAL. This policy is 
mandated by present legal advisement and for the protection of the 
i ndi v i dua I, Bi shop/Super i or, Di ocese/Commun i ty, a_nd our own 
Program. 

CT') 
(0../0 . 

(Signature 0 

:5 ._--~--,- 7 c) 

( Dat 

This information has been disclosed to you 
from records whose confidentiality is protected 
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 eFR, 
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further 
disclosure of it without the specific written 
cqnsent of the person to whom It pertains, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of 
medical or other information is NOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL INTERVIEW AND EVALUATION 

REVEREND JAMES BURNS 

Referred by: 

Referral Question: 

Sources of Evaluation: 

Place of Evaluation: 

Date of Evaluation: 

D.O.B. - JUNE 15, 1933 

Very Rev. Liam Hoare, s.P., M.A. 

Psychological Evaluation and Testing 

Interview; Personal History Sheet; 
Shipley Scales; Myers-Briggs Type 
Indicator; Edwards Personal 
Preference Schedule; Minnesota 
Multiphasic Personality Inventory; 
Incomplete Sentences Blank; and, 
Measures of Psychosocial Development. 

Foundation House 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 

MARCH 7, 1990 

Father Burns was referred for psychological evaluation, following 
a call that came in September, about a now grown man who claims 
that there was some sexual contact between himself and Father Burns 
when he (the grown man) was a teenager. 

In general, Father Burns sees very much the necessity for dealing 
with his sexuality. He reports that he has been plagued by 
concerns about his sexuality, and that this has been primarily a 
secret throughout his life. In fact, as Father Burns talks about 
his sexuality and his sexual experiences, it is clear that, in this 
regard, Father Burns has led a most tortured life. He is extremely 
hard on himself concerning any sexual acting-out that has gone on 
and apparently has an extremely difficult time forgiving himself. 
Father Burns reports that he very much believes in the concept of 
forgiveness and has little trouble forgiving other people. 
However, he has had a great deal of difficulty in applying this 
concept to himself. 

Father Burns reported some very real hesitation about coming for 
the evaluation. He is building a house in the parish where he has 
been working and is very much afraid of the possibility of being 
unable to return to that parish. He also expressed some concerns 
about the stigma attached to coming to the Program. He further 
mentioned difficulties he could imagine both talking in a group 
about his sexuality as well as talking to a therapist about 
personal matters. 

1 
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Father Burns was very open about his concerns about coming for the 
evaluation, did not seem to be saying these things in a defensive 
manner, and, in general, did not seem to take a defensive attitude 
toward the evaluation procedure. He seemed to be merely expressing 
his fears and concerns. 

It is Father Burns' understanding that the call from the young man 
was made to the Bishop stating essentially that the sexual activity 
from the past was currently bothering the young man and that he 
needed something done about that. Father Burns is unclear as to 
exactly what that means. Father Burns reports that the young man 
had been sexually active prior to Father Burns' involvement with 
him. Father Burns seemed to be stating that he was not responsible 
for introducing this person into the arena of sexuality, and that, 
to some extent, the sexual acting-out was at the instigation of the 
young man. However, Father Burns was far from absolving himself of 
responsibility for his involvement, and in fact expressing a 
tremendous amount of guilt and shame concerning this. 

In describing his sexual behavior, it was clear that nurturance 
played a certain role in the sexual acting-out. There was a sense 
of taking care of the boy in the sexual involvement. He saw the 
boy as someone who was hurting and the intimacy and closeness 
derived from a feeling of wanting to help out the boy and be close 
to him. 

During the evaluation, we spent a good portion of the time talking 
specifically about sexual experiences. It was my distinct 
impression that Father Burns was being most open and honest in 
describing his sexual experiences. In general, he seemed to take 
responsibility for his actions, and expressed very real concerns 
about his behavior. 

Father Burns described his sexuality as being "a mangled mystery to 
me." This seems to very well describe how Father Burns feels about 
his sexuality and how he has dealt with it over the years. It is 
very clear that he has tortured himself with guilt as well as 
questions and concerns about his sexuality. Father Burns reports 
a vague recollection of something, perhaps, going on when he was in 
the age range of five to seven. He feels that there was some 
sexual involvement perhaps with a child older than himself. This, 
however, is not a clear memory to him. He reports that he dated in 
high school and that there was some kissing and minimal petting. 
However, he was already seriously considering the seminary and 
seemed not that terribly interested in the sexual activities with 
women at that time. 

In the seminary, he reports, .. I probably was in love with some 
seminarians." He reports that this was not a sexual type of love 
and that there was no sexual acting-out. However, he can imagine 
that "I may not have been adverse to some sexual activity," even 
though that did not go on. 
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He reports that one seminarian did make sexual overtures toward him 
and that he punched that seminarian in the face. He reports that 
he went on to get beat up by that person so that he would not talk 
about it. 

Father Burns reports one sexual experience with a woman many years 
ago. However, his sexual feelings have by and large been confusing 
and unclear to him. He reports feeling attracted to the notion of 
having a family and that at some level he would still like that 
kind of thing. In general, however, he has found himself to be 
fairly scared of women. He tends to put up a wall around himself 
to prevent his getting too close to women. 

Father Burns tends to characterize himself as being bisexual. He 
is not certain whether a lack of experimentation is the reason that 
his sexual object choice is not clear to him. He describes some 
anger at the Church for not helping him deal better with sexual 
material, as well as their general stance of not dealing 
particularly well with that. At the same time, however, he does 
not seem to be putting off responsibility for his sexual confusion 
completely on the Church. He describes himself as putting women on 
a pedestal. He reports that he sees teenagers as being more 
approachable, and that this may in part explain the reason for his 
involvement with the teenager. He reports no sexual experiences 
with adult males. 

What is exceptionally clear is that Father Burns has truly 
struggled with the issue of sexuality throughout his life. He 
seemed to be taking the opportunity of the evaluation to really 
look at his sexual thoughts, feelings, and behaviors as an 
opportunity to get a number of questions answered. I was most 
impressed by the honesty with which he both looked inside himself 
and expressed himself. It seems that he has been very much afraid 
to ask these questions of himself and even moreso of sharing these 
concerns with someone else. He sees the very real probability of 
his being referred for a program here, and sees this as a real 
opportunity to answer the questions that have truly tortured him 
over the years. 

Father Burns was raised in Connecticut, and is the second oldest of 
seven children. There were two children born prior to his oldest 
brother, both of whom died in infancy. His father was a WPA 
worker, a factory worker, as well as a musician on the side. His 
mother stayed home to raise the children, until many of the 
children got older, at which time she began to work outside the 
home. 

Father Burns reports having had rheumatic fever at approximately 
the age of seven or eight. He spent five months at home because of 
this disease and a certain portion of his childhood was restricted 
in terms of activities after that. He reports some heart problems 
as a result of that and some concerns about his heart as well. 
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He describes his father as a "sweet, passive sort of man." He 
reports that his father taught him well about responsibility and 
that there was a real closeness and gentleness about his father. 
His mother, on the hand, was a much more determined, driven, and 
volatile sort of person. She tended to be "the boss" in the family 
and was very much the disciplinarian. He reports that her 
discipline could become quite physical at times. However, he does 
not doubt the love that his mother felt for the children and 
indicated no particular resentments toward her. 

When Father Burns was in high school, his parents separated. His 
mother had met someone at work and the two of them went off 
together for five years. A child was born, his younger sister, of 
that union. After that period of separation, his parents reunited 
and stayed together for nearly fifty years total. While they were 
separated, Father Burns stayed with his father. Some of the 
children moved with their mother to New Mexico. Father Burns 
started in the seminary in the East. However, he caught pneumonia 
and it was recommended that he spend some time in the Southwest. 
At that time he went to live with his mother and ultimately entered 
the seminary in Santa Fe. 

In general, Father Burns describes his childhood as a positive one. 
He reports that it was a good house to grow up in and despite some 
very real problems within the family, both monitary and 
communicative, that his parents loved each other, as well as the 
children. He, particularly, was close to his mother, especially in 
her later years. He would spend considerable time with her when 
she was older and alone. When she died, she left her house to him 
and this has been a source of very real animosity within his 
family. Two of his sisters fought the will and a court battle 
ensued. Father Burns reports this as being an extremely painful 
event in his life, which is still difficult for him to think about. 
Some of the separation between himself and one sister in particular 
still exists to a very real degree. "Most of my life I felt the 
strong obligation to my morn and dad." This seems to describe him 
and his sense of responsibility very well. 

Father Burns reports that he thought about the priesthood from a 
very early age. His father was fine with that; his mother had some 
problems with it. His mother was a Lutheran and did not convert to 
Catholicism until after Father Burns' ordination. In fact, some of 
her family had some fairly strong anti-Catholic feelings and this 
was a source of a certain amount of conflict. 

Father Burns reports no problems with alcohol, either among his 
parents or with himself. He reports some health problems some 
years back concerning his heart. Ten years ago, he experienced a 
certain amount of angina and that was a very real concern to him. 
He describes himself as currently having a weight problem, but in 
general describes himself as being in good health. 
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In general, he summed himself up in terms of his relationships with 
other people as being II a nice guy with empathy for people and a 
dedicated worker. .. That's what I am supposed to be. II It is easy 
to see that in his relationships with other people that is likely 
very much how he is perceived. 

TEST RESULTS: 

The Shipley is a screening instrument which assesses cognitive 
abili ties in both abstraction and vocabulary. On this test, Father 
Burns scored in the superior range. There were no indications 
whatsoever of any problems in dealing with abstract concepts. 

The results of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator were somewhat 
equivocal. On some of the scales, Father Burns' scores indicated 
a certain amount of confusion. In general, the implication of this 
is some very real questions for Father Burns about his own identity 
and, in general, who he is. The overall pattern that emerged was 
of an extroverted feeling type (ENFJ). 

ENFJ's radiate sympathy and fellowship. They are very concerned 
with the people around them and place a very high value on 
harmonious human contacts. They are often described as friendly, 
tactful, sympathetic, persevering and conscientious. They tend to 
be people who are very much affected by the approval of others and 
they are very much sensitive to indifference. They derive much of 
their pleasure from the feelings of warmth and harmony in their 
relationships with others. In general, they tend to see the good 
qualities of other people focusing on those to the exclusion of 
negative qualities. 

ENFJ's tend to be very good at seeing and appreciating value in 
other people's opinions. Even when there are conflicts, they tend 
to believe in harmony and the possibility of it being established 
as ways of resolving those conflicts. They tend to be very good at 
having foresight. They are able to see the possibilities in what 
is going on and are often able to use their intuition · most 
effectively. They tend to be people who are very good at 
expressing themselves and are very comfortable in speaking to 
audiences. 

In general, they do best in jobs that deal with other people and in 
situations where cooperation is called for. The ministry is a 
place where ENFJ's are often found. 

The above description likely describes Father Burns very well in 
his dealings within the parish. What it tends to exclude is some 
of his feelings about himself. It is likely that he can be a great 
deal more negative when he begins the process of introspection. 
However, in his interpersonal relationships, it is likely that he 
is quite successful and well appreciated. 
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The Edwards Personal Preference Schedule is a percentile ranking of 
16 areas of manifest needs, as reported by the testee. On this 
test, the highest need areas for Father Burns were for affiliation 
and succorance. 

A person with a high need for affiliation tends to generally prefer 
to do things with other people rather than by himself. Such a 
person tends to form strong attachments, tends to keep up with 
those relationships very well and places a high value on them. 
Such a person is likely to try to make as many friends as possible, 
enjoying sharing things with other people, and in general likes to 
work in groups. 

A person with a high need for succorance is someone who has a 
strong desire to seek the help of other people when things become 
difficult. Such a person is greatly influenced by the 
encouragement of other people and places a high value on being 
treated in a sympathetic and understanding fashion. In general, 
such a person has a high need for affection from other people and 
does much better when he is feeling that kind of support. 

The lowest need area for Father Burns was for achievement. A 
person with a low need for achievement is someone who does not 
place particular value on being seen as a recognized authority. 
Accomplishments are not things that are generally savored by such 
a person, and it is not likely that he would be driven hard by any 
need to achieve. 

In general, the above description seems to describe Father Burns 
relatively well. It also seems congruent with the description of 
the ENFJ. It seems likely that Father Burns values his 
relationships with other people to a very high degree and is quite 
dependent on the support and encouragement of other people. It is 
also likely that concrete achievements are not nearly as important 
to Father Burns. 

Although the personality type described both by the Myers-Briggs 
Type Indicator and the Edwards Personal Preference Schedule would 
indicate a person who would likely turn to other people in times of 
stress, it is clear that concerning the issue of sexuality this is 
not something that Father Burns has done. This would further 
demonstrate how difficult things have been for Father Burns in 
trying to deal with his sexuality. He has not felt free to utilize 
his strongest personality characteristics in dealing with this most 
difficult issue. 

The Measures of Psychosocial Development (MPD) is a self-report 
inventory which assesses adult personality development. It 
delineates particular conflict areas which are normally experienced 
in adult development, specifying those which are particularly well 
worked out as well as those which are in need of further attention. 
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On this test, Father Burns seemed to indicate conflict areas in 
virtually every possible area. It is clear that Father Burns has 
a very negative opinion of himself, his overall development, and 
sees himself in a most unfavorable light when he looks inward. In 
terms of internal accomplishments, he seems to possess very little 
pride. This does not mean to imply that he is oblivious to his 
adjustment to the world or any positive accomplishments. However, 
in evaluating himself, simply for himself, he tends to be most 
negative in that evaluation. 

The Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI) is a lengthy 
true/false test which gives results in both validity and clinical 
scales. The results of the validity scales indicate that Father 
Burns took a relatively open and honest approach to this test. 
Many people coming for evaluation under Father Burns' circumstances 
would tend to be much more defensive in their approach to this 
test. It is clearly to Father Burns's credit that he did not take 
this attitude toward the test. 

The clinical scales indicated a high degree of conflict in Father 
Burns' life. People with this overall pattern of responding tend, 
to a significant degree, to be sexually preoccupied. Many people 
with this pattern have very real fears concerning homosexuality. 
Such people tend to be strongly ambivalent with a high capacity for 
agitation and restlessness. Such a person can often be fairly 
short tempered. Depression also plays a major role in the make-up 
of such a person. In general, the depression is often experienced 
episodically, rather than at a constant level. Hypochondriacal 
concerns are often also present in such a personality pattern. It 
is also quite likely that Father Burns experiences anxiety to a 
very high degree and can, at times, be fairly overwhelmed by 
anxiety. 

In general, this was a personality pattern of someone who is in a 
tremendous amount of turmoil with some very strong negative 
feelings. It is also a pattern which likely has persisted for 
quite a number of years at least at an internal level. It seems, 
as opposed to some of the other tests, that this test tended to be 
tapping the introspective portion of Father Burns' personality. 
The pattern that emerged is likely what Father Burns sees when he 
looks inside himself. The results on some of the other tests 
seemed to exemplify what other people see when looking at Father 
Burns from the outside. 

The Incomplete Sentences Test tends to tap the most conscious 
concerns that a person is in touch with. In general, Father Burns 
seemed to indicate very strong feelings of unworthiness, 
specifically concerning his sexual acting-out. There was a very 
real sense of both fear and depression concerning his sexuality. 
Father Burns expressed on this test some concerns about the effect 
of his sexual behavior on his soul. 
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Summary and Recommendations 

Father Burns has engaged in some behavior which has been a source 
of tremendous shame and guilt for him. He has likely struggled 
with sexual feelings since adolescence, sexual feelings that were 
both unacceptable to him as well as difficult to make sense out of. 
Those sexual feelings did lead to some behavior, on a limited 
basis, that has turned the questions and concerns into some fairly 
tortuous periods in Father Burns' life. By and large, he has not 
shared these concerns with other people, has not sought answers to 
the myriad of questions which have plagued him over the years, and 
as a result, has seen very negati ve things when he has looked 
inward. He has been unable to forgive himself or believe in higher 
forgiveness, and this has been a very real source of pain as well. 

Father Burns' approach to the evaluation seemed most encouraging. 
He came in with a very open attitude, expressed his fears about the 
evaluation very frankly and, despite them, sought answers to the 
questions that he has been struggling with for years. I would see 
him as an excellent candidate for one of the programs at Jemez 
Springs. He is more than ripe to benefit from the opportunities to 
receive answers to some of these questions and to share some of 
these feelings with people who understand, empathize, identify, and 
share. He expressed a very real concern about being able to talk 
about some of these things in groups. However, I have no doubt 
that, despite his fears in this regard, he will force himself to do 
it and benefit greatly from it. 

I would see the programs at Jemez Springs as offering the very real 
opportunity for Father Burns to attain a very real sense of peace, 
considerable clarity about the general issue of sexuality, and the 
ability to look within himself without experiencing the tremendous 
pain that has, in the past, accompanied that experience. 

If I can be of any assistance in reference to the above evaluation, 
please do not hesitate to calIon me. 
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NAME: 
DATE: 
PSR: 

8312 Kaa.ell:lO Court., N~E., AlbuquerquCl, New Kex.ico H7110, (505) 296-5411 

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM 

Burns, James Matthew 
03-06-90 
51612 

This is a 56-year-old male, Paraclete. 

PROBLEMS: 
1. Overweight. He has gained a little bit of weight every year 

over the last several years. . He is having some problems 
adhering to a strict diet. 

PAST HISTORY: 
Surgery: None. 
Injuries: None. 
Allergies: Penicillin. 
Immunizations: None. 
Hospitalizations: None. 
childhood Illnesses: Rheumatic fever at age 7. 

HABITS: 
Diet: 
Smoking: 

Fairly good, but eats a little bit too much at night. 
Quit smoking in 1979. Was a one-and-a-half pack per day 
smoker. 

Drinking: Averages one drink per day. 
Exercise: Very little to nothing. 
MQdications: None regularly. 

S:IAL HISTORY: 
H is a Catholic priest from Winslow, Arizona. 

FAMILY HISTORY: 
Mother: Deceased in her 70s from eVA. 
Father: Deceased in his 70s. Had rheumatoid arthritis. 
Siblings: Four sisters and two brothers. One sister with kidney 

problems and rheumatoid arthritis. One brother is an 
alcoholic. 

SYSTEMS REVIEW: 
General: Weight is up at least five pounds in the last 

year. He has occasional dizziness after standing 
up fast. 

HEENT: Wears glasses. He has had keratotomy for near
sightedness. Has noticed a slight decrease in his 
hearing. He gets spring hay feyer and takes over
the-counter medications. 
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NAME: 
DATE: 

Burns, James Matthew 
03-06-90 

Respiratory: 

Cardiac: 

GU: 
Orthopedics: 

. Skin: 
. Sexual: 
NP: 

He thinks he might have sleep apnea, since he wakes 
up tired and he has pretty bad snoring, but that is 
the only evidence thereof. 
Used to take Digit~lis. He had a treadmill about 
ten years ago, and that probably was normal. 
He has a history of a possible hiatal hernia. He 
gets indigestion if he eats too late at night. 
Nocturia times one or two. . 
Has had a little bit of problems with his knees and 
elbows . 
He has many skin tags. 
Denies sexual difficulties . 
Denies emotional problems or difficulties. 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: 
WT: 259 BP: 140/90 HT: 68" 

General: 
Head: 
Eyes: 

Ears: 

Nose: 
Mouth : 

Neck: 

Chest: 
Heart: 

Abdomen: 

Extremities: 

orthopedics: 
Skin: 

Neurologic Exam: 

S.O.B. : 
Rectal Exam: 
Lab Tests: 

He is overweight, but in no distress. 
No deformity of the head. 
Eyes are round and equal, react to light. EOM 
normal. Fundi are benign. 
Tympanic membranes clear, hearing grossly 
normal. 
Nasal septum is clear and intact. 
Pharynx is clear, tongue protruded in the 
midline. Palate normal. 
Neck is supple, thyroid is not enlarged. 
Carotid pulses full and equal, no bruits. 
Lungs are clear. 
Regular rhythm. There are no murmurs or 
gallop. 
No masses or viscera palpable, nontender, 
positive bowel sounds. 
No edema, adequate peripheral pulses, no calf 
tenderness. 
No significant abnormality of bones or joints. 
He has probably more than forty skin tags 
located around his neck, both axillae, and a 
large one in the left groin. 
Normal strength and coordination. Reflexes 
are active and symmetrical. 
Negative for occult blood. 
Negative. Prostate smooth, nontender. 
Cholesterol is elevated 266; triglycerides 
189; blood sugar borderline at 119. One of 
the liver enzymes, SGPT, is mildly elevated at 
68 I probably with no clinical significance. 
Drug screen is negative. EKG and x-ray are 
unremarkable. 
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NAME: 
DATE: 

Burns, James Matthew 
03-06-90 

ASSESSMENT/PL2\.N: 
1. The patient has a weight problem with a recent weight gain and 

eleva' ion of cholesterol and triglycerides . With diet and 
exerc..:..se I this should all improve. No other significant 
findings. 

2. Numerous skin tags. 
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8312 K~sen~n Court, N.E., Albuquerque, New K~~lco 87110, (505) 296-5411 

CHEST X-RAY REPORT 

NAME: BURNS, James (Paraclete) 

AGE: 56 

DATE: 03-05-90 

NUMBER: 32367 

Heart is normal in size and shape. Lung fields are probably clear. 
There is a diffuse interstitial prominence, probably due to 
significant obesity, but this could not be distinguished 
specifically from intrinsic lung disease. Bony structures are 
intact. 

IMPRESSION: Diffuse interstitial prominence, probably related 
to obesity rather than primary lung disease. No 
other significant findings or previous films for 
comparison. 
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Rev. James Burns 
Diocese of Gallup 
Referred by Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, SSS, Coadjutor Bishop of Gallup 
Director's Interview 
Villa Louis Martin 
March 6, 1990 

Father Burns indicated he had come to Jemez Springs for evaluation because of 
involvement, about 20 years ago, with youth in an inappropriate way and because of 
ministerial stress. Father Burns was honest in speaking about his involvement with youth. 
His lack of defensiveness, sense of responsibility for what he had done, and cautiousness 
regarding a repetition of such behavior lend credence to his affirmation that this has not 
happened in the recent past. He does, however, have questions and unresolved feelings 
about his previous behavior. This plus the concerns that have been raised recently by one 
of the youth who was formerly involved with him make it advisable for him to enter a 
therapy/renewal program. He also appears to be moderately "burned out" by his years of 
work in ministry, and this alone would be good reason for coming to a program such as the 
one at VLM. He is well motivated for such a program and undoubtedly he himself and his 
future ministry would benefit from such an experience. 

I had suggested to Father Burns the possibility of entering the program after April first. He 
asked if it would be possible to come after Confirmation is conferred on the youth of his 
parish later in April. Provided there are no complications due to the report that was given 
by the young man to the chancery recently, there would be no difficulty, on the part of 
VLM, to his entrance into the program on the first of May. 

I would like to thank the Diocese of Gallup for this opportunity to be of some assistance to 
Father Burns, and likewise thank Fr. Burns for his openness and cooperation with the 
evaluation process. 

O->~ ~ ,J.(), 
Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
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SPIRITUALITY INTERVIEW FOR: REV. JAMES BURNS 

INTERVIEWER: 

DATE: MARCH 8, 1990 

Jim was very cordial, open, and articulate. His comments showed a 
high degree of self-awareness and objectivity. The week here has 
been very emotionally charged for him, much of what he shared 
brought him to tears. 

Jim is a very talented and dedicated priest. He is not only a 
creative, compassionate, and effective pastor, but also a leader 
among his fellow priests in many different official capacities. 
Jim is a man of deep faith and courage who is being haunted by sins 
of his past, which he has tried to bury, but which he now knows he 
must face. He is haunted by a sort of Calvinistic sense that, no 
matter what he does, he is going to go to hell, and 'by the fact, 
while he can effectively mediate God's forgiving embrace for 
others, he cannot experience it himself. For as long as he has 
been a priest, Jim has experienced his parish as his family, and 
has drawn his primary personal and spiritual support from that 
relationship. This disposition intensifies Jim's remorse, since he 
feels that, through his past actions, he has betrayed his family 
and broken some important personal relationships with boys whom he 
looked on as his sons. He is also concerned about how his past 
actions may adversely affect the Diocese. 

Jim's reaction to his problems of well over ten years ago was to 
throw all his energy into his work. This reenforced his 
workaholism and impacted negatively on his spiritual life by 
reducing any formal prayer to a bare minimum. He has, however, 
continued to pray informally and to meet now and then with a priest 
with whom he can speak heart to heart. The on-going tension 
between his inner conflict and his outer workaholism has been 
further compounded for Jim by the fact that his Bishop does not 
consider him to be "one of his priests" and has been unable to 
affirm and support Jim in a personal and pastoral way. The net 
result is that Jim is clearly burned out and has been for several 
years. 

Jim was drawn to the priesthood as a very young man by the example 
of a good priest who had a special gift of making people feel good 
about themselves. That struck him as a more meaningful lifework 
than any other occupations he had seen. He wanted to enter a minor 
seminary, but his mother, who was not a Catholic at the time, 
forbade that. His experience of dating in his high school years 
only reenforced his vocation. He was attracted to the priesthood, 
not as a career, but as a religious lifestyle. Jim was prepared 
for priesthood by the Benedictines and enjoyed the choral office as 
a form of prayer in the seminary, but has never found the solitary 
reading of the breviary to be spiritually nourishing or meaningful. 

DOG.BURNS.00230 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000230



Jim is at a time in his life when the psychological and spiritual 
resources of our programs in Jemez Springs can be of great help to 
him. Despite the stigma which is still associated with coming here 
in his Diocese, Jim wants to come. Based on his experience this 
week, he is drawn more to Foundation House than he is to Villa 
Louis Martin. Unless it is judged to be imperative that he come 
before July or stay beyond a five month period, I think his 
personal preference for the Foundation House program should be 
honored. Spiritually, Jim's time with us will give him the 
opportunity to reestablish a meaningful practice of personal 
prayer; move toward an integration of the sexual and spiritual 
dimensions of his life; meditatively explore the mystery of God's 
love and healing forgiveness; and get him the rest and distance 
which will allow him to see his life, ministry, and relationship 
with authority in prayerful perspective. The timing seems, not 
only to be right, but also to be providential. 
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SPIRITUALITY PROFILE/ 

By: Very Rev. Wm. (Liam) Hoare, s.P., M.A. 

On the Spirituality Profile, Father James Burns scored moderately 
high in the category of Searching. 

People who score high on this scale seem to be seeking a more 
personal contact with God, one which is based on experience and is 
more emotionally satisfying than what they currently have. High 
scorers are groping for an appropriate context within which their 
personal encounter with the Divine can occur. Traditional ways do 
not seem to be working for them. They express dissatisfaction with 
formal worship, scripture and meditation as a means whereby God 
makes His presence known to them. Nor do they seem to find Him in 
the less formally religious context of people, daily events or 
nature. 

Although they value emotions and experience in a spiritual context, 
their appreciation of them appears rather vague and unspecific. At 
this stage it is probably more notional than real, based more on a 
dissatisfaction with their current spiritual practices than on 
actual experience with a new orientation. They nevertheless 
display an awareness of and openness to a richer dimension of 
religious experience than they currently possess. 

Their spiritual challenge appears to be to open themselves more 
fully to the realities of their own emotional life and to move away 
from a merely intellectual to a real appreciation of the value of 
feelings and experience in their spirituality. To accomplish this 
they may have to develop an openness with other people (on a 
horizontal plane) before they can achieve it with God (on a 
vertical plane). 
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SPIRITUALITY PROFILE/ 

By: Very Rev. Wm. (Liam) Hoare, s.P., M.A. 

On the Spirituality Profile, Father James Burns, scored high in the 
category of Relational Aridity. 

People who place high on this scale express considerable personal 
unhappiness. They are concerned about their level of self-esteem 
and do not seem to be receiving the kind of affirmation they need 
either from friends and associates or from their work. Their 
mistrust of others makes it difficult to get close enough to people 
to receive validation and, as a result, they probably often feel 
depressed and lonely. They may doubt their own judgment and be 
fearful of both mental and physical illness. They also doubt their 
ability to have an impact on others, which reinforces their 
loneliness. 

They do not feel properly trained for the work they are performing 
and therefore do not enjoy what they do, nor do they receive the 
kind of feedback from others that would make them feel competent 
and effective. 

High scorers would benefit from a supportive environment provided 
by friends and associates rather than living and working in 
isolation. Steps should also be taken to provide them with proper 
training and to match them with rewarding work. They would 
probably also benefit greatly from the opportunity to discuss some 
of the above-mentioned issues with someone versed in the helping 
skills. Their spiritual task is to break their isolation and take 
the risk of sharing with others their hopes as well as their fears 
and resentments. 
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Psychiatric Interview For: Rev. James Burns 

Interviewer: 

Date: March 8, 1990 

Father Burns is a fifty-six year old priest from the Diocese of 
Gallup, N.M. He says there are three major problems. 

1) He had been involved sexually for approximately ten years with 
adolescent males. He claims that the last such involvement 
was ten years ago. 

2) He said there are allegations in the parish that he misused 
parish funds to remodel his own house. He claims he has been 
exonerated of that charge. 

3) people have complained 
parish. He talked a bit 
over-compensating for 
workaholism. 

that he was withdrawing from the 
about being somewhat burned out and 
his sexual misadventures with 

Father Burns said that sexually he would be involved approximately 
three or four times with each of the ten adolescent males. It 
almost always involved masturbation or mutual masturbation. There 
was no kissing and there were no appendages which went into 
orifices. 

He claimed to have had one sexual experience with a same-age woman 
about fifteen years ago. He claimed that she seduced him and that 
she is still in his life, and that he doesn't know how to politely 
get rid of her. He described the experience as "very frightening." 
"I performed the act." He claimed that he did it to "stop her 
aggression. " 

In terms of sexual development, he developed an awareness of 
sexuality sometime around ten to thirteen years of age . He claims 
that he thought he was in love with some girls in school. He said 
that he dated in high school, but there was not anything overtly 
sexual. He remembers once fondling a girl. He claims that was 
exciting but he was afraid that he would get slapped in the face. 
He claimed that one time he went out with "the school mattress" (a 
promiscuous female). He said that they had parked the car and were 
hugging and kissing. He said a policeman came over to the car "and 
that ended that. It was enough of a scare." 
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In the college seminary, he remembered having some romantic 
feelings for some of the other seminarians. He said there were 
good and bad elements in the seminary. The bad elements were 
involved with homosexual relationships with one another. He 
considered himself one of the good elements. He remembers during 
the seminary that "a kid in the movie" started feeling his leg. He 
claims that he slugged him. He said, "He was bigger than me." 

He said the sexual involvement with the adolescent males started 
about four years after ordination. He remembered in his first 
parish that two kids told him that they had been sexually involved 
with the last priest. He became sexually involved with them. He 
talked about getting in trouble in a reform school with another boy 
and described the boy as fifteen or sixteen years old. "No peach 
fuzz or anything else." 

Five years later, he was threatened with being arrested for this. 
He claimed the Bishop knew, but not a lot was done. About ten 
years ago, he was in bed with a kid in a motel room and the kid 
objected to him touching his penis. He said the Bishop also knew 
about this and transferred him to another parish, but he had no 
real treatment. 

He claims he masturbates now with fantasies of both males and 
females. He is not attracted to effeminate boys or very masculine 
boys. At the end of the session, he started crying saying that he 
is here for himself, because he needs it. He said he owes it to 
the Diocese and the Church also. He said, with tears in his eyes, 
"I have worked like a slave, but I will probably go to Hell 
anyway. " 

I do not see any diagnosable psychiatric disorder in him, with the 
exception of "Androphilic Ephebophilia" (sexual attraction to 
adolescent males). He definitely would be a very good candidate 
for one of the programs in Jemez Springs. I found him to be easy 
to work with. 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O . Bo)( 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87301 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Very Rev. Liam J. Hoare, s.P. 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Hoare: 

March 27, 1990 

Thank you for your letter of March 16, and the detailed report of Fr. Jim 
Burns holistic evaluation. On March 23, Fr. Burns and I met in Gallup 
and we both felt positive about the reports and our meeting. 

Following phone conversations this morning with Fr. Burns and Fr. Peter 
Lechner, s.P. I can report that Jim will be arriving at Jemez Springs on 
Sunday, May 6, to begin the Villa Louis Martin Program on May 7. 

On May 1, all the priests of the Diocese of Gallup will be gathering fo r a 
Convocation at our Retreat House. Since Jim is the moderator of our 
Presbyteral Council and plays a significant role in the life of the diocese 
I wanted him to be a part of this historic meeting. It will be followed 
by a Presbyteral Council meeting on May 2. Fr. Lechner explained that 
waiting for another week for him to arrive at Jemez Spring would not 
present a problem. I am happy about that and I know Jim is overjoyed 
as he really wanted to be a part of this priest-assembly. Additionally, 
the fraternal support he will receive there from his brother-priests will 
be extremely important. 

In conclusion, how can I really thank you enough for this second 
scholarship you are willing to give to the Diocese. In assuming leader
ship of the Diocese of Gallup just a week ago, I became acutely aware of 
how difficult the financial situation is at present. This will help us 
tremendously. We will be happy to provide Fr. Burns' personal spending 
money and health insurance. 

I have told you how determined I am to get the best possible care for all 
our priests. I am grateful to you and to the entire staff for helping me 
make this possible. I look forward to meeting you all. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 

cc: Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Rev. James Burns 
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PAPACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

March 16, 1990 

The Most Reverend Donald Pelotte, S.S.S., D.O. 
Coadjutor Bishop of Gallup 
Post Office Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Your Excellency, 

Enclosed please find the reports from a holistic evaluation which 
The Reverend James M. Burns experienced at Foundation House, 
Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico from March 5th 
through the 9th, 1990. We are still awaiting the medical reports 
from the Clinic and will forward them as soon as they arrive. 
Otherwise, the enclosed reports are complete. 

In my judgement as Executive Director of Therapeutic Programs, the 
enclosed reports accurately reflect Father Burns' personality style 
and present psychological status. 

From my own interview with him, and from my review of the enclosed 
documents, I assess Father Burns to be struggling with the 
following therapeutic issues. 

"J>$ychPsexuai Issues: (identify confusion and need for 
integration of his sexuality with the 
rest of his person). 

Guilt/shame based issues. 
Adult Developmental Issues. 
Priestly renewal issues. 
Potential (remote) for legal issues. 
A weight issue. 
A strong, negative self-image. 
In general, significant inner turmoil. 
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Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, SSS,DD 
March 16, 1990 
Page Two 

I would note that Father Burns was quite cooperative and open in 
the evaluation process. While he has understandably mixed feelings 
about coming to a residential therapeutic program in Jemez Springs, 
he nonetheless is disposed to seek and make use of the resources 
and help available here. It was the consensus the Evaluation Team, 
based on their experience of him during the week he was with us, 
that Father Burns is capable of doing good therapeutic work in this 
milieu. 

Our unanimous recommendation is that Father Burns enter one of the 
residential therapeutic programs offered by the Servants of the 
Paraclete in Jemez Springs. Two options present themselves. 

1. Father Burns could enter the Villa Louis Martin Program 
relatively soon, either on April 2nd or May 1st, depending on 
which date would work best for the Diocese and Father Burns 
himself. If you and Father Burns determine that he should 
enter the Villa Louis Martin Program, please contact Father 
Peter Lechner, s.P., as Director of that Program as soon as 
possible. 

2. Toward the end of his evaluation week, Father Burns expressed 
to Father~ (spiritual director) that he was inclined 
toward th~ation House Module which begins July 16, 1990 
and ends December 7, 1990. If you and Father Burns choose the 
Foundation House Module, please contact my Administrative 
Assistant, Fr ........... s.P., at your earliest convenience 
to make those a~s. 

We do not assess Father Burns to be at high risk of acting out 
sexually in the coming months. Accordingly, while definitely 
recommending one of the Jemez Springs Programs, we would leave the 
decision as to which program and the time table up to yourself, 
Your Excellency, and Father Burns. 

As is reflected in the reports, Father Burns has led a tortuous 
existence due to the inner conflict he experienced regarding his 
sexuality, and has dealt with this largely in isolation. At the 
sametime, he appears to be a dedicated priest who has been 
effective despite the energy drained off by his inner turmoil. 
This clearly bespeaks significant personal, inner strength. We are 
optimistic about Father Burns' prognosis. Accordingly, as his 
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Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, SSS,DD 
March 16, 1990 
Page Three 

inner turmoil, confusion and conflict are addressed and find 
resolve, his potential for a more satisfying personal life and more 
effective ministry is great. 

As in the situation of another priest from the Diocese who is 
currently at Foundation House, we are aware of the scarce financial 
resources of the Diocese. Accordingly, the Servants of the 
Paraclete would offer a scholarship to cover the costs of board, 
room and the therapeutic program for Father Burns, while asking the 
Diocese to provide for Father Burns' personal spending money and 
health insurance. 

If any of the above, or anything in the enclosed reports, raises 
questions or concerns for either yourself or for Father Burns, 
please feel most welcome to contact me. I will be in Rome from 
March 24th through April 1st. Otherwise, I will be available in 
Jemez Springs. 

The Servants of the Paraclete are grateful once again to you, Your 
Excellency, for your confidence and support of our ministry to 
fellow priests and Brothers in personal difficulty. 

Sincerely in Christ for His priests and Brothers, 

c::::2-Yn~ ~. Ai.? 
(Very Rev.) Liam J. Hoare, s.P., M.A., C.A.C. 
Servant General 
Executive Director of Therapeutic Programs. 

cc: The Reverend James M. Burns 

Encs. 6. 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP t t 711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

: ~ P.O. 80' 1338 • Gollup, New Me,ko 87305 • Telepho"e (505) 863-4406 

July 27, 1990 

Rev. Peter Lechner, S.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Lechner: 

This is simply to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 18, 
along with the therapy summary for Fr. Jim Burns, up to the break 
and the recent return to the program. 

Needless to say I am pleased to hear Jim is cooperating in everyway 
and growing through the program. I know how difficult and painful 
this must be for him. 

The situation relating to 
he is still living in the Winsl , 

has quieted down. While 
ms to have backed off in 
experiencing less his instigation of the parishioners and I am 

harassment from him and the parishioners. 

Encl. (2) 
xc: File Copy 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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PAAACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

July 18, 1990 

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Burns for the month of May. 
During June Father Burns was on break and later attended a journaling work shop here 
at VLM. The therapy summary, then, does not reflect his experience of the break and 
recent return to the program. 

The therapy summary evidences Father Burns' motivation and cooperation with the 
program. He has been honest in sharing his past history. Although the events that were 
the immediate reasons for his coming here happened years ago, they have had profound 
effects upon him. He has welcomed the opportunity to work on these issues. At the 
same time, he is feeling stress because of the situation the likelihood 
that he will not be 

The thought of not returning to Winslow, where he has been pastor for a number of years 
and where he has renovated a house for his eventual retirement, has raised painful 
questions and feelings related to the future and his sense of belonging. While these are 
real and difficult issues for Fr. Burns, it remains true that he is seen by the staff, as also 
by yourself, as a capable and dedicated priest. After he finishes the program here he will 
be, I believe, even more effective as a priest. 

The question of whether he will be working with another priest in the future is one that 
usually arises in circumstances such as Fr. Bums'. It is rather early to give definite 
indications in this regard. Companionship and support among fellow priests is always 
desireable, whether this be in terms of priests living together or living in neighboring 
parishes. The staff see this as desireable for Fr. Bums. At the same time it is important 
that Fr. Burns and any priest(s) he be associated with have a genuine compatibility toward 
each other. In the · program here he is liked by others, has developed good relationships 
with several priests, and is contributing to the growth of other residents. 

Father Burns has signed the necessary release form for the enclosed summary to be sent 

o. 
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Rev. James Burns, page 2 

to you, on condition that it is not given to another person without his express permission. 
When you have finished r'eading the summary please send it back to us. This procedure 
has been recommended by our legal counsel and also reflects our concern for the priests 
who come to us and their dioceses 

Respectfully yours, 

~~~ 
(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
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PROGRESS REPORT: REV. JAMES BURNS 

MAY 1990 

SUBMITIED BY: 

Please find below summaries of James' participation in the various program components 
from May 7 through May 31, 1990. 

Jim has made a good beginning during his first few weeks in the program. Staff perceives 
him as being open, well-motivated, and having a good capacity for introspection and insight. 

In therapy groups, he has been a positive presence and appeared at ease with group process. 
The other residents in the program have responded well to him. In individual therapy, Jim 
has also been making good efforts to get in touch with his issues, at least at the cognitive 
level. Sharing his emotions is much more difficult for Jim. He explained that he considered 
it part of his role as priest to keep his feelings to himself. He realizes that, at this point, he 
would like to let out his feelings but is all too often unable to do so. He also realizes that 
unacknowledged emotions may emerge in physical symptoms. Jim's recent attack of shingles 
may be a case in point. 

In art therapy, it was also noted that Jim overidentifies with his role as priest. His art 
therapist feels that he has an overly idealistic image of priest as superhuman. As a 
consequence, Jim may have difficulties accepting and dealing with his human needs for 
relationship, recreation and leisure time. He feels that it is part of his vocation to be 
constantly available to others, to have all the answers, and to be in-charge. His 
interpretation of the priesthood also coincides with his childhood training in a very strong 
work ethic. 

While it will take time to modify a lifelong pattern, Jim seems to have the motivation to 
make changes as he sees the need for them. Claiming his human limitations, without 
interpreting his doing so a failure, will be a major therapeutic goal for Jim. This was also 
observed in group psychotherapy, where Jim struggled with his difficulties in seeking and 
accepting help from his peers. He also became aware of his pattern of self-condemnation 
and that his efforts to atone through good deeds never seem to be enough. 
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PAGE TWO 

to ed and at home there. 
At this pojnt, Jim feels that he has nowhere to go and that he has lost not only his house but 
also his community. Over the coming weeks, Jim will need support and an opportunity to 
share with the group. 

This information has been disclosed to you 
from records whose confidentiality is protected 
by Federal Law. F6deral Regulation (42 CFR, 
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further 
disclosure of it w~hout the specific wrmen 
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or 
as otherwise permmed by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of 
medical or other information is NOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 

DOG.BURNS.00273 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000273



DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. Peter Lechner 
% Foundation House 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Lechner: 

August 10, 1990 

reassign Jim back to St. Joseph's. I hope 
be able to appoint a new pastor by September 1. This should come 
as no surprise to Jim. Myself and others had indicated to him that 
it would probably end up this way. Jim should not become overly 
anxious. I am sure we will be able to integrate him into a new 
assignment without much difficulty. 

Encl. (1) 
xc: fi Ie copy 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 

c 
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PAnACLETE 

Jelllt'z Sprill~s. New Mexico H7(2) (SO)) H29-Yi86 

August 21, 1990 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Burns for the 
months of June and July. The program and the circumstances of the present 
time are not easy for Father Burns. Several critical issues have come up 
during the course of his therapy: deep-seated feelings about the past, issues 
related to authority - both his and others', his position in ministry, his future, 
and his sense of security. It is important that these issues have come up in 
the context of therapy; Father Burns is facing them in his direct, honest, "no
nonsense" way. 

Father Burns has signed the necessary release form for the enclosed 
summary to be sent to you, on condition that it is not given to another 
person without his express permission. When you have finished reading the 
summary please send it back to us. This procedure has been recommended 
by our legal counsel and also reflects our concern for the priests who come 
to us and their dioceses 

Respectfully yours, 
i", " -.)1, f) (' .. J~ct.'\ v0.--~ 

(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
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PROGRESS REPORT: REV. JAMES BURNS 

JUNE / JULY / AUGUST 1990 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Please find below summaries of James' participation in the various program components 
from June 4 through August 2, 1990. 

Jim has settled into the program with increasing trust in recent weeks. His Art Therapist 
noted that he interacts well in group processing; his peers perceive him as reflective, honest, 
and sensitive to others. She also noted the sense of comfort Jim seems to derive from being 
in a community setting. His interaction with them has been reflecting his need for and his 
enjoyment of community sharing. 

It is difficult, however, for Jim to be the focus of the group. The therapist in his Sexuality 
Group saw him as more at ease with facilitating the work of others than ask for help with 
his own issues. 

Jim's difficulty to get in touch with his human needs and emotions has also been observed 
in individual therapy, spiritual direction, and group therapy settings. 

Jim's interpretation of his priestly role is part of his difficulty. This has been addressed since 
his arrival and was discussed in the previous report. Jim has acknowledged many times that 
he was trained in the old school, where it was always clear who was in charge. He also feels 
often under such great pressure to accomplish his goals and complete tasks, that he may not 
be open to negotiation or taking into account the feeling reactions of others. Even though 
he is a caring and compassionate person, he may be perceived by associates as dogmatic and 
rigid in his attitudes. It would also appear form his discussions that he has carried pastoral 
responsibilities in isolation and without the support and feedback from peers for most of his 
ministry. 

Another major factor contnbuting to his emotional isolation are unresolved sexual issues 
dating to his seminary days and early years of his ministry. Several incidents of homosexual 
acting out in his distant past have left him with extreme shame not only with regard to the 
specific incidents, but also his sexual orientation. His self-punitive attitude and guilt have 
not diminished over the years. His Spiritual Director noted, for instance, that even though 
Jim has lIa sense that God is merciful and compassionate to him, he has not been able to 
be merciful and compassionate for himself." 
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He has attempted to deal with these painful feelings through isolation from all close 
relationships and through a pattern of overwork and self-sacrifice. His therapist in Sexuality 
Group reported that, only since his arrival in the program, is he beginning to understand his 
sexuality as part of his humanness. This may allow him, with time, to find appropriate and 
rewarding channels for his needs for relationship and community. 

Since the time of the vacation break in June, Jim has been much preoccupied with the 
situation in his parish in Winslow. 

In individual therapy, spiritual direction but also in his group work, Jim shared. his grief over 
the perhaps permanent loss of the community he called home, where he hoped to retire 
because he felt appreciated. He is also much concerned over losing the house he hoped to 
ready for his retirement. This has reactivated early fears of reaching old age without a home 
or adequate funds. Jim has also expressed on a number of occasions his longing for 
permanence and being allowed to settle in a parish which is relatively functioning. He 
continues to experience anxiety over the results of the audit of his parish. He hopes that 
his name can be cleared publicly, so that he will not have to live with suspicion following him 
into future ministries. 

At present, much of Jim's emotional energy is bound up in these concerns. It is hoped that 
as soon as the situation in his parish can be clarified, Jim will be able to focus primarily on 
his personal growth and healing, as well as the discernment of his future in the priesthood. 

This information has been disclosed to you 
from records whose confidentiality is protected 
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFR, 
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further 
disclosure of it without the specific written 
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of 
medical or other information is NOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 
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PAPACLETE 

Jelllt'z Springs, New Mexico 117025 (505) 829-.3586 

October 8, 1990 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Burns for the 
period from August 6 to September 6. The staff see Father Burns as doing 
very well at this time. The only issue, from a psychological perspective, that 
perhaps needs further work here is his tendency to read the worst in future 
possible situations. This is something that wiI1 probably, of course, take time 
to alter, even after he has left VLM. In the meantime he is showing an 
awareness of this tendency and is working on modifying thought patterns. 

I spoke with Father Jim today about the possibility of the parish in Blanco. 
He would like time to consider this. He does appreciate the affirmation and 
trust you have in him. 

Father Burns has signed the necessary release form for the enclosed 
summary to be sent to you, on condition . that it is not given to another 
person without his express permission. When you have finished reading the 
summary please send it back to us. This procedure has been recommended 
by our legal counsel and also reflects our concern for the priests who come 
to us and their dioceses 

Respectfully yours, 

OJ~~ 
(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
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PROGRESS REPORT: REV. JAMES BURNS 

AUGUST I SEPTEMBER 1990 

SUBMI'I'I'ED BY: 

Please find below summaries of Rev. James Burn's participation in the various program 
components from August 6 to September 6, 1990. 

This month has been very productive though painful for Father Jim. Some of the 
issues which t him into the have moved towards a resolution. 

nu'''''''~.r, these events 
in his self-image and response style. 

face with his low self-esteem, lack of trust, and tendency to interpret the motivations and 
actions of others in the most negative light. Many times, Jim does not check out the 
accuracy of his perceptions, and he is left feeling unsupported, rejected, or victimized. On 
this occasion, however, Jim was able to process his feelings and perceptions with staff and 
group members sufficiently to make modifications. 

In Group Psychotherapy, Jim was helped to become more aware of the extent 'to which he 
becomes caught up in resentments. His group therapist noted that these feelings may serve 
to defend him against the underlying issue of chronic self-devaluation. It was a healing 
experience for Jim to realize that he can share of himself with others and still be appreciated 
and cared for rather than rejected. The issues of self-devaluation was also addressed in 
individual psychotherapy and spiritual direction. His Spiritual Director commented that 
although Jim "has a deep conviction of God's mercy for others, he is not experiencing that 
same mercy directed towards himself." It was explored in Individual Therapy that Jim's 
perceptions of others as unappreciative may be related to his tendency to minimize his 
accomplishments, and focus on his imperfections. This leads him to look for these reactions 
in others. 
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The meeting with his Bishop and staff was a case in point. Even though it was clear to 
attending staff that his Bishop responded with personal affirmation and provided much 
positive feedback, Jim had difficulty retaining this. By the following day, in individual 
psychotherapy, he was already in the midst of negative ruminations. He focused on the 
suggestion made during the meeting that he consider assignment in the Archdiocese of Santa 
Fe. He interpreted this as meaning that his Bishop did not trust him and wanted him out 
of the Gallup Diocese. He was genuinely surprised to hear that the suggestion had come 
from the staff. The intent had been to ensure a less isolated and stressful ministry. In group 
psychotherapy, it was also observed that "Jim tends to look at the worst possibility" and 
"attempts to prepare himself for every disaster that could happen." 

Jim also gained insight into his tendency to have highly idealized expectations of persons in 
authority. The inevitable disillusionments then lead to an equally unrealistic devaluing of 
the person as untrustworthy or uncaring. However, his spiritual director saw him as making 
progress in being able to have a more balanced perspective. His Art Therapist also 
commented that Jim is becoming more aware that he "tends to misread situations, to his 
detriment." She felt that it was essential for Jim to "check out his assumptions" and to 
continue working on "communicating what he is experiencing." 

This month, Jim also worked on coming to terms more with his sexuality. It was noted in 
Sexuality Group that he has been struggling to achieve more clarity with regard to his sexual 
orientation. Becoming more aware and accepting of his sexuality will also allow him to 
safeguard against acting out by finding appropriate and rewarding sources of emotional 
support. Jim is beginning to see that his habit of isolation and denial is not a healthy long
term solution. This realization has contributed to his continuing reevaluation of his lifestyle. 
His art therapist saw him as better able to allow himself "to be a person, separate from his 
role as priest." This was also explored in individual therapy. Jim feels much less compelled 
these days to be totally available and responsible for everything and totally in charge, with 
little thought for proper self-care and leisure time. In Psychodrama, he was able to look at 
specific recreational options, such as going fishing. 

Overall, Jim has taken many of the appropriate steps this month to prepare himself for 
return to parish duties and a more balanced lifestyle. 

This information has been disclosed to you 
from records whose confidentiality is protected 
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFR, 
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further 
disclosure of it without the specific written 
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of 
medical or other information is NOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863·4406 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Peter: 

October 16, 1990 

Thank you for your letter of October 
report of Father James Burns prepared by 

e progress 
The report 

is being returned as requested. 

Needless to say, I am pleased with his progress and happy to 
see that he is almost ready to be reassigned. I believe the challenge 
at Blanco would be very good for him. I have consulted with some of 
his priest-friends and they all feel strongly that he should look upon 
this assignment in a positive light. . 

I continue to be concerned about Jim's always reading so negatively 
into everything. Your report provided good examples of ways in which 
this occurs. 

I shall continue to do all I can to affirm and support Jim. I hope 
he will continue to be open and willing to receive positive and negative 
in-put. This seems to me to be so important for his on-going growth. 

Thank you, once again, for being so generous in helping us help 
Jim. I shall always be grateful to you and the Paracletes for this 
generous gift which you are giving the . Diocese of Gallup . 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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P,ARACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

October 8, 1990 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Burns for the 
period from August 6 to September 6. The staff see Father Burns as doing 
very well at this time. The only issue, from a psychological perspective; that 
perhaps needs further work here is his tendency to read the worst in future 
possible situations. This is something that will probably, of course, take time 
to alter, even after he has left VLM. In the meantime he is showing an 
awareness of this tendency and is working on modifying thought patterns. 

I spoke with Father Jim today about the possibility of the parish in Blanco. 
He would like time to consider this. He does appreciate the affirmation and 
trust you have in him. 

Father Bums has signed the necessary release form for the enclosed 
summary to be sent to you, on condition. that it is not given to another 
person without his express permission. When you have finished reading the 
summary please send it back to us. This procedure has been recommended 
by our legal counsel and also reflects our concerti for the priests who come 
to us and their dioceses 

Respectfully yours, 

p~~ 
(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 

5 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000285



&,~~ ._.---:---.. --:------~-- -- :4 ' ~ .. _.- .... -. -.. -....•... --- -.-----. :-.-
.. " .4/~-/i" --Ae~·~-~ - - - . 

. _ . . . . _ _ . _~_ r __ ._~~~a.. - ... .......................... u~4~ · 

~~~;;£:.J~ . ..•••.. ~ ..•.•.••.•.. ~ .. = .••.•.. :~~~~t!: .. ~~~:.~ :.:: . 
- .. - - - ~ - _. - - -- - - - - - -- - ------ ------ - - --- - - -_ ._ . . -.- . - - - - - - ---- - - --- - - - - - -- - -- -_ . . 

DOG.BURNS.00286 -
LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000286



PARA.CLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

August 21, 1990 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Bums for the 
months of June and July. The program and the circumstances of the present 
time are not easy for Father Bums. Several critical issues have come up 
during the course of his therapy: deep-seated feelings about the past, issues 
related to authority - both his and others', his position in ministry, his future, 
and his sense of security. It is important that these issues have come up in 
the context of therapy; Father Bums is facing them in his direct, honest, "no
nonsense" way. 

Father Bums has signed the necessary .release form for the enclosed 
summary to be sent to you, on condition that it is not given to another 
person without his express permission. When you have finished reading the 
summary please send it back to us. This procedure has been recommended 
by our legal counsel and also reflects our concern for the priests who come 
to us and their dioceses 

Respectfully yours, 

'.'."'~~ /,) , 

... ~---- ~ 

(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
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P.ARA.CLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

November 5, 1990 

Enclosed is a therapy summary for the Reverend James Burns for the period from 
September 10 to October 4. The staff see Father Burns as having made much progress 
here and recommend his return to active ministry, provided he continue in therapy, 
spiritual direction, and his own program of taking balanced care of his needs as a person. 

After the time period covered by the enclosed summary, Father Bums was offered the 
pastorship at Bianco and has accepted this assignment. In view of his past history as a 
pastor, as well as the gains he has made in therapy, it seems likely he will do well as 
pastor in Bianco . . The staff at VLM feel that two things will be important in Fr. Burns' 
maintaining the positive, productive attitude he is evidencing at this time. First of all, he 
should not take "personal" responsibility for the indebtedness of the parish at Bianco. 
This does not mean to imply that he will not work with his parishioners to reduce the debt, 
but rather, this is meant as an encouragement to him to avoid the anxiety and resentment 
that is likely to oppress him if feels the debt is now totally his responsibility. The second 
thing that will be helpful to him is the realization that at six and twelve months there will 
be an evaluation of the situation and his general well-being, with the possibility of resigning 
the parish, without in any way impugning his capabilities and good will. 

Father Burns has signed the necessary release form for the enclosed summary to be sent 
to you, on condition that it is not given to another person without his express permission. 
When you have finished reading the summary please send it back to us. This procedure 
has been recommended by our legal counsel and also reflects our concern for the priests 
who come to us and their dioceses 

Respectfully yours, 

(;J~~/fP 
(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
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PROGRESS REPORT: REV. JAMES BURNS 

SEPTEMBER \ OCI'OBER 1990 

SUBmT11ID BY: 

Please find below summaries of Rev. James Burn's participation in the various program 
components from September 10 through October 4, 1990. 

This has been a decisive month for Jim. He was able to work through much of his anger 
and disappointment over not being able to return to his parish. This allowed him to explore 
alternative possibilities' in a much more open and flexible manner. He also worked on 
integrating an appropriate regard for his health and emotional well-being. 

Jim's Spiritual Director observed a "greater peace, less anxiety and an openness to whatever 
direction will unfold." His Art Therapist noted "a considerable change in Jim's attitude." 
He appeared "positive, optimistic and enthusiastic about his future options, even though they 
are not entirely settled." She also noted that his artwork "conveyed an inner peace." In 
Individual Therapy, Jim showed a greater willingness to accept things mOre at face value 
without looking constantly for the negative side. Jim is · becoming increasingly aware of his 
tendency to ruminate over the worst-case scenario. Jim refers to this habit as "crepe 
hanging," and acknowledges that it is very entrenched and tends to spoil whatever enjoyment 
and sense of peace he might have. He is particularly vulnerable to this attitude when 
dealing with authority. His group therapist observed that Jim takes a rather extreme 
position towards persons in authority. On the one hand, they are idealized and placed on 
a pedestal; when they fail to live up to his unrealistic standards of perfection, Jim feels 
betrayed and very angry. Jim would benefit from continued work in this area. 

Nevertheless, his gains have been substantial enough to allow him to consider, in an open
minded fashion, the possibility of accepting an assignment. Staff had been concerned that 
a future appointment would coincide with Jim's needs for continued therapeutic support, 
spiritual direction, and a more health-conscious lifestyle. (Note: this paragraph was written 
before Jim was assigned to and accepted pastorship at Blanco.) Jim may be tempted to 
accept whatever is offered, even though he may see a given assignment as involving him in 
a physically and emotionally detrimental lifestyle. Jim has become more aware of his 
tendency to discount his needs, wishes, or aspirations by fantasizing a negative response from • 
authority. Nevertheless, he will need therapeutic support in this area, otherwise he is at risk 
to sabotage himself and find himself once again in a situation where he feels overworked or 
unappreciated. 

i: 
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Jim appears ready and eager to return to active ministry. Maintaining the gains he has 
made will depend, on a large measure, on his compliance with aftercare planning. Jim has 
expressed his sincere desire to cooperate with staff recommendations. Jim has asked to be 
discharged as soon as a suitable assignment can be found either in the Gallup Diocese, or 
temporarily in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 

This information has been disclosed to you 
from records whose confidentiality is protected 
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFR, 
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further 
disclosure of it without the specific written 
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of 
medical or other information is NOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 133B • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Lechner: 

November 7, 1990 

Find enclosed the documentation you passed me yesterday. I 
reviewed these carefully prior to our afternoon meeting and again 
this morning. I believe the report represents a good assessment 
of Jim's present situation with realistic advice on how to deal with 
his future. 

While yesterday's discharge meeting was not an easy one, I believe 
we covered the bases and were able to express to Jim some of our 
serious concerns. Please thank all who participated, especially for the 
marvelous way in which all of you have assisted Jim in his growth over 
the last six months. 

Needless to say, I cannot adequately thank you and your community 
for this generous gift of the scholarship for Jim. With the little money 
we have available, Jim could never have participated in such a therapeutic 
program. I am sure he is deeply grateful and so am I. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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Reverend James Burns 
Villa Louis Martin 
November 9, 1990 

P.AP.A LETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

FINAL THERAPY SUMMARY 

The Reverend James Burns began his therapy/renewal program at ViI1a Louis Martin on 
May 6 of this year and completed it on the 9th of November. Father Burns came to VLM 
to work on issues related to stress, celibacy and rumors regarding management of funds 
in the parish at Winslow. A parish audit subsequently cleared Fr. Burns of any suspicion. 

During the course of his program Father Burns underwent significant changes in terms of 
his understanding of God's forgiveness, his own self worth, his sexuality and the integrated 
nature of his humanness and priesthood. He worked well with others in the program and 
developed deep friendships of a nature that will be helpful and sustaining toward future 
ministry, both his own and that of others. He also developed a better understanding of 
how stress affects him, i.e., moving him toward isolation and resentment, and he has been 
able to develop more efficient ways of coping with stress: taking time for himself and 
activities that help to restore his energy, and avoiding the a~sumption of excessive 
responsibility. At the same time, the staff at VLM feel that Father Burns would be 
heJpfed by further therapeutic work in the area of authority, both his and that of others. 
Because of this concern and the importance of integrating what he has done at VLM with 
his life as pastor, the staff at VLM recommend that he continue in individual therapy and 
spiritual direction. 

The staff recommend at this time that Father Burns return to active ministry in the 
Diocese and believe that he will function well in his work as pastor. It has been a 
pleasure to have Father Burns in the program and to witness the commitment he has 
shown both to his own personal growth and to ministry. 

p~~ 
Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
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Reverend James Burns 
Villa Louis Martin 
November 9, 1990 

AFTERCARE RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Father Burns continue in individual therapy and spiritual direction. During the initial 
phase of his return to diocesan life he should be in weekly contact with his therapist 
and/or spiritual director. 

2. The privilege of confidentiality should be maintained during the course of therapy. 
The therapist should, however, let the Bishop know that Fr. Burns is initially in therapy 
and should inform the Bishop of . any changes in the frequency of therapy. If a question 
of serious concern to Fr. Burns' or the Church's welfare should arise, the therapist should 
contact either the Bishop or the Aftercare Director of VLM, after prior consultation with 
Father Burns. 

3. Father Burns is encouraged to join a priests' support group, and to maintain regular 
contact with fellow clergy. 

4. After six and twelve months as pastor at Blanco, it will be possible for Fr. Burns to 
leave the parish is the situation is not favorable to his ongoing growth and renewal. 

5. Fr. Burns and the Aftercare Director at VLM will keep in monthly contact, or as often 
as seems helpful. Sometime after Fr. Burns has entered the parish in Blanco, the 
Aftercare Director will pay him a visit. 

6. In six months Father Burns will return for an aftercare workshop week at VLM. 

ftJi/l ~,~.P 
Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 

DOG.BURNS.00300 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000300



.. 
, . 

Reverend Jim Burns 
Villa Louis Martin 
November 06, 1990 

PRESENT: 

PLANNING/DISCHARGE MEETING 

Most Reverend Donald Pelotte, S.S.S., D.D. 
Reverend James Burns 

U.I. • .I. ...... , •• Spiritual Director 
Reverend Clyde Landry, Co-Director of Aftercare 
Reverend Neil Saller, T.O.R., Director of Aftercare 

Father Bums began the meeting by giving a general summary of his background and the 
reasons why he came to Villa Louis Martin, as well as a summary of what he has 
accomplished in the program. He stated that there was a twofold reason for entering the 

First, he accused of 

on say a long time that he was beyond hope 
as far as forgiveness and salvation were concerned. He felt that he had violated his 
priestly commitment to celibacy, and because of that he was unable to be forgiven. 
Therefore, he turned all his attention to his work and became a workaholic. He said that 
he worked hard for his people but ended up being an empty shell. He finally realized that 
he had little or nothing to give to his people because internally he was an empty shell and 
had no spiritual resources. He also mentioned that, because of his early seminary training 
in the era in which he was brought up, he had built a wall against relationships with 
women. He mentioned that the training at the seminary concerning sexuality was absent. 

During his time in the program, he began to learn about the unconditional forgiveness of 
God. He began to develop a strong spiritual life. He worked on his sexuality and has 
come to terms with his sexuality; however, he still is unsure of his sexual orientation. 
While here, he learned how to handle intimacy and develop good, solid, adult relationships. 
He also found out that he is a person and his identification is not only with priesthood, as 
Father Burns, but he has also found that he needs time for Jim Burns. As a consequence 
of that, he has begun to develop outside interests and hobbies, and is determined to 
continue taking time for himself in the future. 

He then discussed the assignment to the parish of St. Rose of Lima in Blanco, New 
Mexico. At first, he felt that there were a number of problems connected with this 
assignment, specifically the remote area in which it is located, and the large debt which 
the parish is saddled with. However, upon reflection and consultation with staff, he has 
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Rev. James Burns. PlanninglDischarge Conference. page 2 

come to realize that the remote area would offer him time for other activities such as 
hobbies, fishing, etc. 

Concerning the debt of the parish, it originally frightened him, but he came to realize 
that he cannot own that debt--it is not his. He intends to work with priests in the area 
and to join an organization for priests who are in one-man parishes. He also plans to 
work on exercise and diet, which he has not done so far because of the amount of work 
done in other problem areas. He mentioned the fact that because of the remoteness of 
the locality, he would need a TV dish in order to receive television broadcasts. 

He mentioned then that his plans concerning aftercare included seeing Father Richard 
Drabik, his spiritual director, at least once a month, and continuing in individual therapy 
with a therapist in Farmington. He feels that he has gained a great deal of help through 
the VLM program, and is determined to follow through with the gains already made. 

Father Burns' focal therapist, co~mented o~ a~d 
was a good summary of what has happened to hIm here. _mam 

concern is that Father Burns continue in a balanced lifestyle. She is afraid that there is 
a temptation for him to isolate himself and then to work too much. She feels that he has 
done very good work here, and she suggests that he set up a therapy recommendation as 
quickly as possible. 

Father Richard Drabik commented that Father Burns has worked very hard, especially 
in the area of spiritual development. Father Richard addressed the problem of Father 
Bums living in a parish alone, since the recommendation of the staff had been that he 
live with others. However, after Father Burns consulted with the staff and reflected upon 
this assignment, it then became Father Burns decision to accept the assignment. Father 
Richard also warned against the temptation not to follow through on therapy and spiritual 
direction, and urged a strong commitment to the above-stated therapeutic program. Father 
Richard also mentioned that Father Burns is a man of deep convictions and sense of 
responsibility, and that he has "accomplished much spiritual gain. 

then commented that Father Burns has done very well in the 
process psychodrama. She feels that he was an asset to the group and was 

very intuitive with the role-playing. She did say that in certain family dynamics there were 
some intense scenes, and Father Burns became somewhat fright~comfortable 
and she feels that this would need further exploration in therapy. _ pointed out 
that there is underlying anger toward authority and she feels this also should be addressed 
further. She feels that Father Burns will be able to realize any danger signals concerning 
workaholism or taking the parish debt personally upon his own shoulders, so that he would 
be able to avoid those danger areas. She was struck by his complete change from having 
been told to take the assignment, to owning the decision to accept it himself. She made 
one other comment that he did extremely good work in the sexuality group because of his 
honesty and directness. 
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Rev. James Burns. PlanninglDischarge Conference. page 3 

Father Neil Saller commented that Father Burns seems to be a community person, from 
observations in his interactions with the men in the program. He also commented that 
he is well-liked and appreciated by the men, and stated that he found Father Burns to 
be a very pleasant and friendly asset to the community at VLM. 

Father Clyde Landry also commented that Father Burns is well-respected by the men in 
the community here. Father Landry mentioned that he is touched by Father Burns' 
commitment to ministry and to the diocese. He sees a deep love for the people to whom 
Father Burns ministers. Father Landry said his task in the next two years would be to 
help, to question, and to guide Father Burns in the aftercare program. 

At this point, Bishop Pelotte offered his observations, the first of which was his 
unawareness of the staff's concern about the assignment to Blanco. The Bishop's purpose 
in assigning Father Burns to the parish in Blanco was in order to give Father Bums a good 
parish and a respectable assignment. The Bishop agrees that the parish debt is not Father 
Burns' personal responsibility, and the Bishop is willing to tell the people of the parish that 
the debt is theirs and that it is their responsibility. In giving this assignment to Father 
Burns, the Bishop bypassed the normal procedures of the diocese, which call for an 
announcement and application for those who wish to apply. The Bishop said that this 
upset some of the priests in the diocese, who assumed that Father Burns would be an 
associate, after having been in the treatment program. Bishop Pelotte shares the concerns 
which were brought forth by the staff. First of the all, the debt is not personal, and 
therefore should not be seen as a burden by Father Burns. Secondly, the concern about 
isolation was addressed by the Bishop, in that, there are more priests in that particular 
county and area than in any other area of the diocese, so that Father Bums can reach out 
to these priests for cOInpanionship and support. Thirdly, in the concern about spirituality, 
the Bishop mentioned that, in the former parish, the some people remarked that Father 
Burns had been spiritually bankrupt, and so it is vitally important that he be able to 
nourish the people of Blanco spiritually. The Bishop said that the people of Blanco need 
to be loved nurtured and fed, and this will be Father Bums' responsibility. The Bishop 
also commented that the church needs a new style of management, a more collaborative 
one, rather than the practice of the past, where the pastor merely laid down the law. And 
the Bishop hopes that Father Burns will be able to develop a more collaborative style of 
leadership in dealing with the people of the parish. The Bishop also agreed to a trial 
period of six month or so, at which time the assignment will be reevaluated, and if all is 
not going well for Father Burns or the parish, then another assignment will be considered. 
Bishop Pelotte suggested a particular therapist in Farmington, a _in whom he 
has a great deal of confidence, and hopes that an initial . with this therapist 
will be in place before Father Burns leaves Jemez Springs. will contact and 
cooperate with_ 

Father Peter Lechner strongly urged that a definite appointment be set up with the 
therapist before Father Burns leaves the program. Father Peter's reason is that Father 
Burns will need someone with whom to confer immediately, in the event that other 
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Rev. James Burns. Planning/Discharge Conference. page 4 

accusations should surface, or that the criticism of this assignment by other priests should 
present a problem. It will always be of vital importance for Father Burns to be able to 
speak with and to have confidence in a support person as soon as any difficulty should 
present itself. Father Peter's reasons for immediate contact with a therapist center around 
possible legal problems in the future, as well as handling any criticism that might be a 
problem from the clergy. Father Peter also feels that to be in touch every week with a 
therapist will help to continue to integrate all the work accomplished here. The transition 
period will pose its own problems, and this also will call for the help and support of a 
therapist. 

enl:lOrlea two areas which Father Burns will continue to work with. 
chronic self-devaluation and negative ruminations, which feels 

can very well improve in future therapy. 

Father Peter mentioned that, after Father Bums leaves here, he should have two weeks 
of real vacation separate from the time needed to move his belongings from one place 
to the other. 

The meeting ended with Father Burns thanking Bishop Pelotte and the staff for all that 
has been done for him. 

Reverend Neil R. Saller, T.O.R., J.U.L. 
Director of Aftercare 
Villa Louis Martin 

This information has been disclosed to you 
from records whose confidentiality Is protected 
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFR, 
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further 
disclosure of it without the specific written 
consent of the person to whom It pertains, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of 
medical or other Information Is NOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 
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Memo 
90 +DEP 

BROTHER DUANE, 
O.F.M. 

January 10, 1991 

SUBJECT: Visitation of Fr. Jim Burns 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fr. Clyde Landry called to let you know that 
he will be leaving for Blanco and a visit with Jim 
Burns on Tues., 1/15/91. He wanted to know if 
there is any information he should keep in mind 
prior to his visit with Jim. 

You can call his home number, Friday evening 
and over the weekend, if you wish to talk with 
Landry. The number is: _:. 

I told Fr. Landry that you would be home 
sometime on Friday afternoon and would probably 
give him a jingle. 

dt 

~:, 
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P.AP.A LETE 

Jemez Springs. New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

Report of Aftercare Visit for 

Rev. Jim Burns 

Jahuary 15-16, 1991 

As part of the Aftercare Recommendations for Rev. Jim Burns of the 
Diocese of Gallup, following the therapeutic program of Villa Louis 
Martin, a personal visit was arranged with Fr . Jim on January 15-
16, 1991. Jim was most welcoming for the visit and I appreciated 
his hospitality. Jim arrived at his new assignment early in 
December and has spent the last month adjusting to the parish and 
parishioners. After· being in his former assignment for a .number of 
years, I can understand how·this would be a difficult time for Jim. 

I arrived at St. Rose near noon time and Jim was just completing a 
funeral service in the Church. Jim invited me to join him at lunch 
with the family of the deceased . and I was happy to do so. It 
·afforded me the opportunity to interact with some of the 
parishioners and thus get a better feeling for the parish and how 
Jim is adjusting to his assignment. I found the parishioners to be 
most friendly and welcoming. I also was happy to observe that most 
of the people present were very appreciative to have Jim as their 
pastor and many took the trouble to tell me so. I was only 
introduced as a priest-friend of Jim's and yet they all felt it was 
important that I know how much they like their new pastor. Also, 
in speaking with Jim about the funeral and the dinner I could not 
help but notice his sensitivity to the people of the parish. Jim 
told me of a few people who felt very alienated from the church as 
a result of events in the past and how he has managed to approach 
some of them on an informal basis. He has also begun to get out a 
little and have dinner with a few families in the parish. All this 
seems to be happening in a well-balanced and healthy manner. 
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I think it would be very important to note here that Jim is still 
"moving into" the parish. Much of his possessions are still in 
boxes; he is learning the physical needs of the plant; he is 
getting to know parishioners; he is catching up on administrative 
work that has been put off for a while; he is getting his offices 
in order. It doesn't take one very long to see that much has been 
done and much needs to be done. Jim assures me that he is working 
at hiS own pace knowing full well that much work will be there even 
after he is gone. Also, I think it is important to note that for 
a new pastor it takes several months ·for relationships to develop 
and to get a handle on how things have been done in the past. Jim 
mentioned that the Parish Council has been most supportive. He has 
also been able to organize a finance board to watch over and manage 
the parish monies. 

Personally, Jim has been doing well so far. When we discussed the 
aftercare directives from Villa Louis Martin, Jim said that because 
of the holidays, his moving, and taking care of some immediate 
needs on the parish he has not been able to meet with the therapist 
in Farmington 'as yet. Jim said he called him once prior to 
Christmas, but he (the therapist) was not in at the time and didn't 
return the call. Jim also explained that Richard Drabik, spiritual 
director, had scheduled two trips to Blanco but had to cancel both 
times because of the weather. Also the group of priests in the 
area had a get-together planned but again the weather forced 
cancellation. I do not doubt Jim's good intentions but I urged him 
strongly to take care of these recommendations as soon as possible 
since the staff of VLM believes they are the minimum for Jim's good 
health and well-being. 

Jim and I spoke at great length about this important 
reconunendations and how necessary it was for him to take some 
action. While he has been busy and much has happened in his life 
over the past month, I pointed out that it was now time for action. 
Jim is very quick to take care of the needs of the parish and 
parishioners and he is also aware that he could easily fall again 
into the pattern of working without time for himself or neglect to 
take up any interests outside of the church parish. 

We spoke of what a typical day in his ministry might look like and 
again Jim spoke of numerous parish activities. Much to his credit, 
he also stated that he really likes to set his own pace and take 
time to relax in the evenings, watch TV, and cook dinner. I told 
Jim I didn't think anyone would have any problem with that but 
there is still no one to honestly talk to and check out his 
feelings with. Jim agreed with the observation and I think he 
understood the need to have this kind of person in his life. I 
must add here that Jim was certainly not afraid to address these 
issues with me and admit that something needed to happen. There 
was certainly no hesitation and a wonderful attitude of honesty on 
Jim's part. Jim seems to be very willing to take the necessary 
steps to meet the requirements of the aftercare recommendations. 

2 
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To my knowledge, Jim is planning to return to Villa Louis Martin 
for his follow-up workshop in April of this year. At that time it 
is our hope that Jim will have implemented the aftercare 
recommendations of the staff. I must note here that the staff of 
VLM takes these recommendations very seriously and would have 
concern about Jim's continued well-being if they are not 
implemented by the time of his followup-week. 

Bishop Pelotte, should you have any questions concerning my visit, 
please feel free to contact me. When you have finished reading 
this report, please send it back to us. This procedure has been 
recommended by our legal counsel and also reflects our concern for 
the men who corne to us, and their dioceses. 

Rev. Clyde B. Landry 
Aftercare - Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

3 

This information has been disclosed to you 
from records whose confidentiality is protected 
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFR, 
Part 2) prohibits you from making any further 
disclosure of it without the specific written 
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of 
medical or other Information Is NOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 
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PARACLETI 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

Aftercare - Villa Louis Martin 

March 26, 1991 

Most Reverend Donald Pelotte, S.S.S., D.O. 
Diocese of Gallup 
PO Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87301 , 

Dear Bishop Pelotte,' 

Greetings during this Easter Season and I hope this note finds 
you well. The reason I am writing, Bishop Pelotte, is to let you 
know that it is time for Fr. Jim Burns to return to Villa Louis 
Martin for the six-month Followup Workshop. 

Jim is scheduled to come to VLM on April 22-26 for the workshop 
week and we are looking forward to his return. For each man that 
returns, we ask that a summary be sent by the man himself 
expressing the highlights of his time away from VLM. Also we ask 
that each man's therapist and spiritual director send in reports 
of their progress whenever possible. This information helps us 
to provide the best possible followup f6r the former resident. 

In addition to the above information, 'I would like to ask you, 
bishop, to give any input you would like at this time. If you 
have noticed anything that we should address with Jim or if you 
have any other observations-that would be helpful to the staff we 
would appreciate hearing from you. 

Following the workshop week, we will be sending a report on to 
you containing our observations of how Jim is doing. Please be 
assured of our prayers and support during this holy season. 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

(~.~/::~andrY Aftercarey~ev~i~' Louis Martin 
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PARACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

Aftercare - Villa Louis Martin 

May 1, 1991 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
PO Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte:' 

'Enclosed you will find the Therapeutic Reports for Rev. Jim Burns 
during the Followup Week of April 22, 1991. We were very happy 
to see Jim again and to be updated on his prbgress. Happily Jim 
has been doing very well in Blanco and the attached reports 
certainly give evidence to this. Bishop, I think you can be 
proud of Jim and what he has been able to accomplish since his 
departure from VLM. He is truly dedicated to the process whereby 
he will stay healthy and serve the diocese as a good priest. 

During the followup week, I inte~viewed Jim and spent some time 
discussing his aftercare program. Jim has seen a therapist in 
Farmington several times and is resolved to do so on a more 
regular basis during the summer months. He also keeps in touch, 
with VLM and former residents~ I can 'only encourage Jim to 
continue in his aftercare program. ~he VLM Staff concurs in this 
assessment and would recommend continued therapy as well as 
spiritual direction with someone whom he can be honest and open 
with. We would also recommend Jim continue to be faithful in 
taking the time off he needs for relaxation and recreation. We 
consider these recommendations to be very important for Jim and 
caution him to make every effort to fulfill them. 

While here, Jim spoke of his present assignment as pastor in 
Blanco and how very life giving that assignment has been for him. 
He speaks of the people with great love and admiration and I have 
a feeling they do the same about Jim. He reflected peace and joy 
in his priesthood and what has been happening to him in terms of 
his feelings. Jim is truly a gift to the diocese and the 
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priesthood. If I had to offer any personal suggestions to Jim, I 
would only encourage him to stay on that road that leads to 
health and happiness with people in his life that he can talk to 
and can give him some objective feedback. 

Bishop Pelotte, once again I want to thank you for the 
opportunity to work with Fr. Jim Burns and the Diocese of Gallup. 
We wish you God's Blessings in your ministry and if we can be of 
service to you and the diocese in the future, pleaie do not 
hesitate to calIon us. Should you have any questions concerning 
this report, please feel free to contact me or any member of the 
VLM Staff. When you have finished reading this report, please 
send it back to us. This procedure has been recommended by our 
legal counsel and also reflects our concern for the men who come 
to us, and their diocese. 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

(R~)~l~e ~rY 
Aftercare - V~il~at~uiS Martin 
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May 00,1991 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

The following is the Aftercare Report for Father Jim Burns for the period of April 22-26, 
1991, at Villa Louis Martin. 

PSYCHODRAMA 04/2 The Aftercare Psychodrama session 
was designed to assist the men in ng in on their particular challenges since leaving 
VIM. Each man proposed a question to a fantasy panel of experts. The men appeared 
to have fun with the exercise and they brought up a lot of humor into the work. 

Jim was the most dominant energy in this particular group. His humor seemed to be 
enjoyed by the other men. He was particularly entertaining in his character portrayals 
today. While assisting his peers with their challenges by sharing his thoughts and 
opinions, he did it with humor and in the characterization of the different people of his 
historical significance. Jim has obviously made an excellent adjustment to his parish 
assignment, and now feels that what has transpired has been very good for him. He 
speaks of being grateful for his experience at VLM. His life seems rich and it appears that 
Jim has done much to follow the suggestions and practice the things he learned at VLM. 
It also seems that Jim is making a special effort to take time for himself and to do things 
to meet his needs, other than work. 

ART TIIHRAPY 04/24/91 Aftercare 

Jim appears to be happy and content with his assignment and living conditions. He 
seems to be able to relate to the people of his parish and he seems to have presented 
himself and his style of leadership in a manner that was palatable to the parishioners. 

My previous concern that Jim would quickly return to a workaholic mode is dispelled. 
He seems to be taking time for himself in a healthy manner. He has interests and 
hobbies and he seems to be socializing with fellow priests and finding it enjoyable. 

Jim is cautious about his assignment and would prefer to keep the six-month contract 
open, but at the present time he seems to be looking forward to remaining in the parish 
and taking a day at a time. 

I did not hear one negative comment from Jim nor did I hear him allude to possible 
problems, and for Jim this is growth, for he had a tendency to dwell on the negative, to 
the detriment of his own happiness. 
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GROUP PSYCHOTHERAPY 04/25/91 This last group session for 
the aftercare men focused mostly on one other person. Jim's dealing with that person 
was to give him a lot of advice and tell him fairly directly whatJim thought would be the 
best thing for him to do. This is someone whom Jim knows well because they were in 
the same group while they were in the program before. I was a little surprised about the 
clarity with which Jim gave his advice and made his suggestions, and the firm conviction 
he has that this was really the right thing for this man to do. I had not worked with Jim 
before, so I don't know if this is something pretty typical of his communication style or 
if he was doing it more for the benefit of this other person, who has been vacillating for 
many years now on this same question for himself. 

For himself, Jim seems happy and content. He is obviously a man with a strong and fairly 
dominant personality, which was evident just in the brief time that I saw him today. He 
was sincerely trying to be helpful, and that came through in the suggestions that he was 
making. 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 04/25/91 (Rev. Richard J. Drabik, MIe): Jim has continued his life 
of prayer, particularly getting involved with the parishioners on the rosary, having time 
for his own adoration, reading of Scripture and preparing for Scripture sessions. He is 
finding a bit of a struggle with the divine office, and we talked about praying for the 
grace and really letting the Holy Spirit move him in this regard. All in all, I see a 
continued development of positive attitude towards his priesthood, towards hearing the 
people of God and really being in touch with that old principle ... the voice of the 
people is the voice of God. He has had a few struggling moments with responding to the 
needs of the greater church in the diocese, and has some strong sense of feelings of 
things that appear to be taking the church for granted or taking advantage of the greater 
church, but he has come to a determination that he will lift this more in prayer than the 
tendency of making observations or getting frustrated. There are resolutions to share 
with the Bishop and to really let the Bishop know his continuing care and support. I am 
very encouraged by the positive and down-to-earth and committed attitude of Jim. He 
is a priests' priest and a very definite grace for the church and the priesthood. 

This information has been disclosed to you 
from records whose confidentiality is protected 
by Federal Law. Federal Regula!ion (42 CFR, 
Part 2) prohibits you from makl~~ any. further 
disclosure of it without the speCifiC wntten 
consent of the person to whom it perta~ns, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of . , 
medical or other information is NOT suffiCient 
for this purpose. 
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FOLLOWUP SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 22.2611991 

REV. JIM BURNS FH ROOM B·2 

22 MONDAY: 
6:45 PM INTRODUCTORY SESSION·REV. CLYDE lANDRY· 

(VLM GROUP ROOM) 

23 TUESDAY: 
1:00·3:00 PM PSYCHODRAMA SESSION· 

(VLM GROUP ROOM) 
7:15-8:15 PM GROUP DISCUSSION ON REENTRYWITII AFTERCARE 

- PETER & CLYDE & VIM MEN (GROUP ROOM) 
8:15 PM GET-TOGETHER PARlY WITII AFTERCARE 

24 WEDNESDAY: 
9:00-11:00 AM ART TIIERAPY

(FH GROUP ROOM) 

25 TIfURSDAY: 
8:00-9:00 AM PSYCHOTHERAPY SESSION

(VLM ROOM 005 IN HALLWAY BY CHAPEL) 

26 FRIDAY: 
9:30 AM PRCOSESSING THE WEEK & CLOSING LITURGY -

CLYDE LANDRY 
(VLM CONFERENCE ROOM OFF THE KITCHEN) 

************************************************ 
INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS: 

REV. JIM BURNS: 

23 TUES: 
24 WEDS: 
24 WEDS: 
25 THUR: 

6:30- 7:15 P.M. - - HILLHOUSE NW RM 
1:00- 1:30 P.M. - PETER LECHNER, S.P. - VIM OFFICE 400 
2:00- 2:30 P.M. - CLYDE LANDRY - HILLHOUSE NORTIfEAST RM 
3:00- 3:45 P.M. - - HILUIOUSE SOUTH RM 
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FOLLOWUP SCHBDULB FOR APRll. 22-26/1991 

REV. JIM BURNS FH ROOM B·2 

22 MONDAY: 
6:45 PM INTRODUCTORY SESSION·REV. CLYDE LANDRY· 

(VIM GROUP ROOM) 

23 TUESDAY: 
1:00·3:00 PM PSYCHODRAMA SESSION· 

(VIM GROUP ROOM) 
7:15·8:15 PM GROUP DISCUSSION ON REENTRY WITH AFTERCARE 

• PETER & CLYDE & VIM MEN (GROUP ROOM) 
8:15 PM GET·TOGETHERPAR1YWITHAFTERCARE 

24 WEDNESDAY: 
9:00.11:00 AM ART THERAPY· 

(FH GROUP ROOM) 

25 THURSDAY: 
8:00-9:00 AM PSYCHOTHERAPY SESSION· 

26 FRIDAY: 
9:30 AM 

(VIM ROOM 005 IN HAllWAY BY CHAPEL) 

PRCOSESSING THE WEEK & CLOSING LITURGY -
CLYDE LANDRY 
(VIM CONFERENCE ROOM OFF THE KITCHEN) 

************************************************ 
INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS: 

REV. JIM BURNS: 

23 TUES: 
24 WEDS: 
24 WEDS: 
25 THUR: 

6:30·7:15 P.M.· • HILLHOUSE NW RM 
1:00· 1:30 P.M .• PETER LECHNER, S.P .• VIM OFFICE 400 
2:00· 2:30 P.M .• CLYDE LANDRY· HILLHOUSE NORTHEAST RM 
3:00. 3:45 P.M. • • HILLHOUSE SOUTH RM 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DR:VE 

p. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. Clyde B. Landry 
Aftercare-Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Landry: 

June 21, 1991 

/11/ 
What a treat it is to receive some good news once in awhile! As you 

are well aware this is not always the case. Only to say how pleased I am 
to receive such a positive report about Jim Burns. It has become obvious 
to me also from seeing him here and there how well he is doing. Your reports 
help to affirm that. 

As required I am returning the confidential document to you. Please 
thank the rest of the staff for all they have done to help this priest work 
through some difficult issues that had been burdening him for years. May the 
Lord continue to bless you and the others in the important and critical 
ministry that is yours. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO OR!VE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. Clyde B. Landry 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Clyde: 

March 30, 1991 

Just a brief note to thank you for your March 26, letter informing me 
about Father Jim Burns' upcoming after-care workshop. Since this is Holy 
Week and on Monday I leave for a bishop's meeting in San Diego I hasten to 
answer your letter, even if only briefly. 

As you remember I installed Fr. Burns as pastor not long after he 
assumed leadership of the parish. I have found him in good form and back 
to his old self while there. He certainly has been able to get things moving 
already inspite of the many obstacles they face. But the people were without 
doubt very excited and positive about him and his leadership. I think our 
placement of him there was the best possible approach. He is challenged but 
does not allow it to appear overwhelming. 

A few days after the installation we had a priests in-service day here 
in Gallup. Jim did not come as he reported he was ill. I was concerned that 
perhaps he didn't appear as he was finding it difficult to face his brother
pt'iests as a group fot' the fit'st time. I'm not sure what was involved here 
and I didn't have the opportunity to follow up on it. Nonetheless, he did come 
to the Chrism Mass dinner and Eucharist on Monday and was in his normally good 
and enjoyable form. I see alot of growth in him and I hope what one sees from 
the outside truly reflects how he feels within. I hope to have more time in the 
future to sit and chat with him so that I can be sure things are moving along 
in a postive way. He is a good man and I will do anything I can to affirm and 
support him. And thank you for all that you have done. A blessed Easter to 
you! 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

January 31, 1991 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dea r Father Peter: 

I have reviewed Father Clyde Landry's report of his aftercare 
visit with Jim· Burns in Blanco. Earlier today I called Clyde to thank 
him for this fine summary. 

On Sunday I shall be going to Blanco to install Jim as Pastor. 
I shall spend time reviewing this report with are • II ••• l • 

our concern about his immediate need to see as soon 
as possible. 

The priests in the area are saying very positive things about 
him. He has settled in, is in a positive frame of mind and already 
has the love and admiration of the parishioners. I shall affirm all 
of this on Sunday . 

Thank you and all for your on-going support of Father Burns. 
I very much appreciate his priesthood and am most grateful to you 
for the ways in which you have helped to strengthen it,. 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P.O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863·4406 

January 31, 1991 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Villa Louis Martin 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Father Peter : 

I have reviewed Father Clyde Landry's report of his aftercare 
visit with Jim Burns in Blanco. Earlier today I called Clyde to thank 
him for this fine summary. 

On Sunday I shall be going to Blanco to install Jim as Pastor. 
I shall spend time reviewing this report with re 
our concern about his immediate need to see 
as possible. 

The priests in the area are saying very positive things about 
him. He has settled in, is in a positive frame of mind and already 
has the love and admiration of the parishioners. I shall affirm all 
of this on Sunday . 

Thank you and all for your on-going support of Father Burns. 
I very much appreciate his priesthood and am most grateful to you 
for the ways in which you have helped to strengthen it. 

Fra~nallY in Chr~ 

h ~,~r-.._~ -:::.---
Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Gallup 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

October 26, 1992 

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D. 
Program Director 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Fr. Lechner: 

Your letter of October 17, and the provisional draft of the summary 
of the meeting on October 13, reached me on the 21st. Thank you for this. 
I have read the report very carefully and am extremely pleased at the fine. 
job Fr. Drabik did in recording our meeting. I think It is clear and 
accurately covers our discussion. There is only one minor emission on Pg. 
4. Apparently one word has been omitted. I have indicated this in my draft. 

During this past week I was on retreat with Jim Burns. I think he's 
still very pleased with the arrangement we have proposed. This doesn't make 
the matter any easier for him but I believe he Is willing to cope with it. 
I have not heard from .since our meeting. All things being equal they 
should be in process in implementing our recommendation. 

Before you left on the 13th, you made mention of the billing for. 
evaluation. Since then I have received notification that this 

eva uat on was paid for by the Servants of the Paraclete. Needles~ to say I 
am extremely grateful for this. I'm not certain who was behind this but please 
extend to everyone my heartfelt gratitude. Thank you for all that you do for us 
and for all the priests of our country. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Callup 

DOG.BURNS.00327 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000327



P,AAACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 October 17, 1992 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

Enclosed' draft of the summary of the meeting held with Fr. 
Bums and on the 13th of October. After you have read this, 
please let me know whether there are any changes or corrections you feel 
need to be made. I am sending copies to the therapists and Frs. Bums and 

asking them likewise for any corrections they feel need to be 

When you have read this, and made appropriate notes, please return the 
enclosed to me. I ask this because much of the material in the summary is 
related to therapy and should, I believe, be treated with the same 
confidentiality as notes from therapy sessions. If you think it would be a 
good idea for a statement to be made regarding the essential 
recommendations and structure of the "supportive relationship" please let me 
know. 

As always I would ask that the contents of the summary not be disclosed to 
a third party without the express permission of the priests concerned, in this 
case, Fathers Burns and Mahlmann. 

I would like to acknowledge the good spirit and cooperation that prevailed 
at the meeting. It was, I feel, a very constructive and worthwhile meeting. 

Sincerely. ¥o olJurrss" 
p~~ 

Peter Lechner, s.P. 

copies \Rev. James Burns 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. James Burns 
St. Rose Parish 
P.O. Box 417 
Blanco, NM 87412 

Dear Father Burns: 

January 30, 1992 

Father Larry O'Keefe has informed me about your recent election by your 
brother-priests as dean of the San Juan Valley Vicariate. Congratulations! 
With this letter I wish to confirm that election and appoint you Vicar-Forane 
for a period of three (3) years effective February 1, 1992. 

During the last two years the presbyteral council has continued to do 
very effective work for the life of the Diocese and especially for their 
brothers in this presbyerate. Jim, I look forward to your collaboration with 
us on their behalf. Our next meeting is at 10: 00 AM on February 11, 1992. 
See you then. 

XC: Fr. Lawrence O'Keefe 
File Copy 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Callup 
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To: +DEP 
Re: Parishioner at Fr. Tim Farrell's Parish 

************************************************** 

Don--

I received a ne call from Fr. Farrell this morning at approximately 
8:20 AM regarding You may recall that~picked us up at the 
airport at Saint John s last year for the Fiesta Mass. She drove a large 
station wagon, has two sons--one 14 and another 16. She has been the choir 
director for a number of years for the parish. 

_has been in counseling with a (Mormon Counselor) who 
is reputed to be very good in her field. has been dealing with a series 
of suppressed memories dating back to when she was four years of age and her 
father, then a much younger man (_ is now 41) involed.in Santanic 
Rituals/Practices beginning with her indoctrination at age four. She developed 
a compulsive masturbation habit at the encouragement of her father who used 
this as a "preamble" to get her "into" the cult practices. 

Cradually, as she grew older, _began to seek counsel and advice, both' 
in the Confessional and out. Enter Fr. _ . He gradually took advantage 
of her youth and confusion and began to ask her to masturbate in the 
confessional. Sometimes, he would invite her into the Sacristy and have her 
strip and perform oral sex or masturbate there. He "anointed her with oil" 
and placed it candle in her rectum and a crucifix in her vagina as part of 
the "cure. II 

Later on, Fr. Burns was brought in as a "consultant." The ritual abuse 
heightened and some of it took place in the living room of the rectory, at 
other times in Church. Burns 0.1 would sit in the President's Chair. 
They would encourage" to "get ready" by masturbatinq herself. Then 
the twins would be brought in--two boys also abused by., (and Burns?) 
The boys would wrestle one another until one pinned the other on the floor. 
Then Burns 0 •• would masturbate one of the boys to "get him ready II and 
they would ritually take turns raping and sodomizing _ ' 

Tim said that about six weeks ago,~as in the rectory living room 
and had to leave the house because she suffered a flash-back and said she 
could lisee, hear, feel and even smell" the acts that had occurred there so 
many years previously. 

DOG.BURNS.00335 , 
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Fr. Farrell's Calli 
30 March, 1993 
Page 2 of Two . 

• has been undergoing therapy for the past ten years off and on. At 
first she went to seek counsel and help for depression. Gradually, she began 
to sense the seat of her deep feelings and under gradual guidance and support 
from her therapist, began to deal with the flash-backs more aggressively and 
allowed herself to re-experience parts of her ritual abuse as the beginning 
of a healing of memories process. 

Just now, her husband and children know she is dealing with emotional 
difficulties but they don't know the extent of the ritualistic sex nor the 
involvement of the two priest's--Burns and_ 

"has given Fr. Tim permission to speak "outside the Internal Forum" in 
this matter. 

Tim would like to bring" and perhaps her counselor to at least 
one meeting with you, and this prior to Holy Week if possible. He was 
hoping for sometime tomorrow (Wednesday). Tim an~ 
feel it is very important to sieze the moment and let ~ this 
out into the open. Fr. Tim will be busy during Holy Week of course, as 
will .. in her capacity as choir director. Fr. Tim leaves for two weeks in 
Rome on April 12, the day after Easter and feels that. cannot wait that 
long to speak with you on the entire matter. 

Tim knows you are going to Santa Fe on Thursday for the Chrism Mass there but 
would hope you might make himself ,~nd the counselor 
sometime on Wednesday. If is unable to make the appmt., then Fr. 
Tim and "would come without the counselor. 

As a footnote, Msgr. Lindenmeyer was down to St. John's to assist Tim 
with a communal penance service in the past weeks and sat and listened to. 
re-count some of the details to him. Jim thinks that her recall is unemotional 
and genuine. You might wish to call Jim and get some of his feedback. 

Finally, Tim would like to know as late as 10: 00 PM this evening, if you 
can see your way clear to talk with he and. sometime tomorrow/Wednesday, 
so that he can plan his day and the trip up here and back with_ 
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May 6, 1993 

Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

P.O. Box 579, St. Johns, AZ 85936 

Springerville 333-2683 

has asked that I correspond with you regarding the 
believability of memories brought forward by persons who have had 
to resort to dissociative measures for preservation of sanity. 

I am an Arizona Board L1,'censed Psychologist with license ..... ' . I 
have been in of mental health counseling for ~ars. 
I have known 980~ical supervisor 
for her coun and ~ for the entire 
duration of apy. She had one of the most severe 
histories of 1 and ritual abuse I have ever known. Her 
dissociative states were so well defined that most of them had 
names. Her therapy was successfully completed nearly three years 
ago in that all her dissociative states were successfully 
integrated into one fully functioning whole. It was the most 
successful case of it's kind I have ever seen. 

since IIIIIbegan her therapy in 1980, I have encountered nu.us 
other cases of dissociative ego states. What I learned from ' 's 
case I have used as a yardstick in the other cases. 

There is much current literature that demeans the validity of the 
memories of the dissociative states. Needless to say, the content 
is very sordid and easier to discount than deal with. The greater 
the trauma, the more complicated the dissociative system. A 
complication arises in the definition of the borderline 
personality. This type of person never seems to get better in 
therapy. They copy or multiply problems until they are insolvable. 
Because they are so good at what they do, they can copy the 
symptoms of people the see on television or read about in books. 
Multiple personality disorders are a favorite target. This then 
discounts the believability of the true Multiple Personality 
Disorder. 
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Page Two 
Pelotte Letter 

Another complicating factor is that one of the dissociative states 
(or personalities) in the true multiple personality disorder may 
present as borderline. 

The comforting fact in 1liii's case is that she cannot be called a 
borderline personality because she successfully integrated her 
dissociative states (personalities) and is currently functioning as 
a whole person with no borderline tendencies. 

This then leaves us with her word (memory) against whoever she may 
be indicting. From there forward, it becomes a legal and not a 
psychological matter. 

If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to ask. 

Sincerely, 

-

DOG.BURNS.00338 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000338



',. 

DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR 

P.O. BOX 1338 
GALLUP, NM 87305-1338 

(SOl) aa 4408/4407 
(lOS) 72H131 FAX 

DATE: _.....;1;.,;;9......,;.;;.M;,.;;aJ..Y":'" _1,;;..;;9;..;;9;,;;;3 ________ _ TIME: _...=:9...:..:1I..:,:5::.r,A..=,M=--____ _ 

TO: FROM: 

COMPANY NAME: _______ ==="--__ _ Bishop Pe1oue's Office 
Servants of the Paraclete AlTENTION: _______________ _ Gallup, NM 

FAX NO: ___ -:(L.l:5~O:.:;i5:..L)_8=.:2=..9'_-.... 3:.£.7~O.ll£.6 _____ _ 

ADDRESS: _______________ _ 

MESSAGE: 

Attached is the information from _ who 
resides in the Saint Johns, AZ area. 

Total Number of Pag~s Transmitted Including This Page Three (3) (Let us know If you do not receive all pages.) 

D Please Confirm Receipt of FAX By: D PHONE D FAX D MAIL 

Ilem FX708 C)WGI. '"2, Prinl.ct In USA 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

May 20, 1993 

PO Box 579 
St. Johns, AZ 85936-0579 

Dear 

This is simply to acknowledg~ your letter of 
appreciate the important input you shared regarding She was 
here to see me some weeks ago and her story Is indeed a tragic one. 

Once again I appreciate your ,help and may need to get back to you 
sometime in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS, Ph.D. 
Bishop of Callup 
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LITTLE COLORADO 

ID~(j{]@WO®tU@[1 (j{]~@[11](j{] ~~[hl1]~tU~ 
P.O. Box 579, St. Johns, AZ 85936 

St. Johns 337-4301 

May 6, 1993 

Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 
P.o. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

Springerville 333-2683 

-has asked that I correspond with you regarding the 
~y of memories brought forward by persons who have had 
to resort to dissociative measures for preservation of sanity. 

I am an Arizona Board Licensed Psychologist with license #~t. I 
have been in of mental health counseling for 22 years. 
I have known since 1980.~ical supervisor 
for her counselors and ______ for the entire 
duration of _, s therapy. She had one of the most severe 
histories of incestual and ritual abuse I have ever known. Her 
dissociative states were so well defined that most of them had 
names. Her therapy was successfully completed nearly three years 
ago in that all her dissociative states were successfully 
integrated into one fully functioning whole. It was the most 
successful case of it's kind I have ever seen. 

Since .... began her therapy in 1980, I have encountered numerous 
other cases of dissociative ego states. What I learned from's 
case I have used as a yardstick in the other cases. 

There is much current literature that demeans the validity of the 
memories of the dissociative states. Needless to say, the content 
is very sordid and easier to discount than deal with. The greater 
the trauma, the more complicated the dissociative system. A 
complication arises in the definition of the borderline 
personality. This type of person never seems to get better in 
therapy. They copy or multiply problems until they are insolvable. 
Because they are so good at what they do, they can copy the 
symptoms of people the see on television or read about in books. 
Multiple personality disorders are a favorite target. This then 
discounts the believability of the true Multiple Personality 
Disorder. 
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Page Two 
Pelotte Letter 

Another complicating factor is that one of the dissociative states 
(or personalities) in the true multiple personality disorder may 
present as borderline. 

The comforting fact in 1liii's case is that she cannot be called a 
borderline personality because she successfully integrated her 
dissociative states (personalities) and is currently functioning as 
a whole person with no borderline tendencies. 

This then leaves us with her word (memory) against whoever she may 
be indicting. From there forward, it becomes a legal and not a 
psychological matter. 

If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to ask. 

Sincerely, 

-

DOG.BURNS.00342 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000342



~ : .. 

DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Mental Health Counselor 
1700 Barlow, 98 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 

Dea..-

May 20, 1993 

Just a brief note to ack_tter o. f May 17th, which 
arrived today in reference to _ I do appreciate your 
taking time to send this Information o.nto me. I have met with_for 
a long session a few weeks ago. Her story is certainly a tragic one 
and I shall do all I can to help her in her healing process. Once again 
thank you for your input and your concern. 

Sincerely, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS, Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 

DOG.BURNS.00343 
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DATE; May 17, 1993 
TO; Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 

Bishop of Gallup 
Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Re: 

I have been r-equested by _ and by _, longtime, counselor' of _s, to please wd te to you and te~essional opinion 
r-eqar-ding the counselling and reality of ~ ther-apy. 

~ co-counselor- for" for- near'ly four' year-sa Dur'ing that time per·iod 
_ worked long and hard to put her- life together and be able to live 
without the fear- and pain that she brought with her- into counselling. Ego 
State ther-a~y was the main ther-apy used. She r-esponded well and many 
unr-esolved issues wer-e r-esolved. 

The incidents of se)wal abuse that she painfully r·e~(>mJ:,.er·ed were consistant 
throughout her therapy. They came about slowly and over a long period of,. \ 
time. Never-, at any time, were suggestions given tb her that'wduld lead her 
to make up these memories. Her memories are her own • . It is my pr-ofessional 
opinion, that she was brutally abused sexually by person~ that she trusted 
and loved. . .-

_ is an outstanding per'son in her' own dght. Thr'ough the year's she has 
gr-own into a loving and caring person. She is a dovout Catholic and in the 
years that I have known her has been faithful in living according to those 
beliefs. To accuse anyone of doing wrong would be a difficult decision for
her, and would only be made if it were the truth. 

It is my belief that whatever the accusations are, you can believe them. 
None of us will ever know the extent of fear and pain that she has suffered. 
Not only physicaliy, but emotionally. She is an honest yDung woman,filled 
with compassion and love for' other·s. A good wife and outstanding mother-, 
with nothing to gain by telling a lie, but everything to gain by telling the 
t r·l.\"t:h • 

.......... - - . . - , .. -
~ . . ..,. . 

.. . .. .. 

lInse 1 Ol~ 
1701!1 Bar'l ow, 9::: 
Bar-tlesville, Ok, 74006 

. . ~ : 
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DATE. May 17, 1993 
TO; Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 

Bishop of Gallup 
Bo),( L;;3:::: 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

I have been requested by and by 
i. to please write to you and te 

regarding the counselling and reality 

longtime counselor of 
vou mv pro essional opinion 

of _ ther'r.;,py. 

I !"Ias co-counselor' for _or' near'l'')' four' vear's. Dur'in(( that time per'i.od 
_i'lOr'ked lonq and har',j to put her' lift:· together' and be <.LblE· to live 
without the fear and pain that she brought with her into counselling. tgo 
State Therapy was the main therapv used. She responded well and many 
unresolved issues were resolved. 

The incidents of sexual abuse that she painfullv rememb~red were consistant 
throuqhout her therapy. They came about slowly and over a long period of 
time. Never, at any time, were suggestions given to her that would lead her 
to make up these memories. Her memories are her own. It is my professional 
opinion, that she was brutally abused sexually by persons that she trusted 
and loved . 

• ,<:: ="'-1 ~. -: ':-.\. outstanding person I'll her own right. Through the years she has 
grown into a loving and caring person. She is a dovout Catholic and in the 
vears that I have known her has been faithful in living atcording to those 
beliefs. To accuse anyone of doing wrong would be a difficult decision for 
her, and would only be made if it were the truth. 

It is my belief that whatever the accusations are, you can believe them. 
None of us will ever know the extent of fear and pain that she has suffered. 
Not only physicallYl but emotionally. 
with compassion and love for others. A 
with nothing TO gal'll by telling a lie, 
tr'ut-h '" 

Mental Health Counselor 

Bartlesville, Ok. 74006 

She is an honest young woman,filled 
good wife and outstanding mother, 
but everything to gain by telling the 
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Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

Psychotherapist 

, 'a'" -
May 20, 1993 

I have been ~uested to submit a general clinical summary of 
my contact with _ This letter will include a brief 
history of my~ical experience followed by a general summary of 
my work with~ This letter is being written with her consent. 

My professional training includes a Masters Degree in Clinical 
Social Work from the University af Minnesota in 1979. Since that 
time I have worked in a variety of mental health clinics in 
Minnesota. South Carolina, and Arizona. These positions included 
outpatient therapy, outpatient adult/children program 'director 
supervising other therapists, and program coordinator for a family 
incest treatment center. I have received on-going training i n the 
field with emphasis on issues of s~xual abuse intluding diagnosis 
and treatment of dissociative disorders. di3gnosis and treatment of 
sexua I perpe t ra tors, as ses sme.! t and t rea tlTlen t 0 f sexua I abuse 
victims, and intervention with incest families. I am currently in 
private practice in Flagstaff, Arizona and work closely with child 
protective services and the court system. 

My clinical contact with was initiated by her 
individual therapist while I was employed at the Guidance Center. 
The purpose for referral was to assess for participation in a 

•
nls therapy group which I co-led for victims of sexual abuse . 

had at that time done extensive individual work and 
participation in group was seen as adjunct to this. The following 
assessment was obtained from my initial interview, her subsequent 
participation in group, and periodic contact I have had with her 
s i nce~ended. 

presented wi. th a c linical diagnosis of a severe 
dissociative isorder which had over the course of long term 
intensive treatment responded with the following significant 
changes ie., documented integration of memory, affect and behavior 
result ing in el i minat ion of disabling symptoms I reduced reI iance on 
a dissociative process whi ch resulted in increased connections. 
con t inuity and consistency in functioning. These changes directly 
followed her a ccessing re.pressed memories, feelings and 
perceptions . 

Authenticity of repressed memories for this patient can be 
assessed from two separate directions. Those patients which 
present with questionable credibility generally fall into the 

DOG.BURNS.00346 .. 
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following categories ie., suffering from an underlying thought 
disorder or psychot i c proces sand suf fer i ng from a border 1 i ne 
personality disorder. A simple mental status exam rules out a 
psychotic process. She is oriented to person, place and time. 
There is no evidence of tangential thinking, hallucinations or 
delusions. No part of her remembered history or functioning 
supports a presence of a psychotic state. l1li also does not fit 
the criteria for borderline personality disorder. There is no 
evidence of marked, intensive identity disturbance, no evidence of 
a pervasive pattern of instabili~of mood, interpersonal 
relationships, or self image. All of ~'s symptoms have over the 
course of treatment been eliminated as repressed memories are 
accessed. This in no way follows the pattern research shows with 
borderline individuals. Rather they seem to get worse with memory 
work. 

The second direction in establishing credibility involves 
examining common indicators used in assessing clinical 
authenticity. l1li showed evidence of the presence of repressed 
memory syndrome by the following 1) fears and avoidances 
unexplained by her known history and eliminated when memory was 
accessed, 2) specific indicators of emerging memories, 3) clinical 
evidence of dissociation, 4) brief periods of time loss or memory 
blanks. Another indicator which suggests authenticity involves 
l1li's spontaneous offering of inconsequential details during 
memory access. In relationship to memories of family abuse there 
is corroborating data from a sibling. Through her extensive course 
in treatment l1li has shown significant discomfort when s·ympathy or 
support for repressed memories is offered. This feature is 
uncommon for individuals who are crea~ memories for secondary 
gains. Throughout my experience with ..... I have noted a profound 
presence of crippling disbelief as memories surface. Until ..... 
allows herself to believe she is left with disabling affective 
experiences. At the point of memory access and belief her symptoms 
disappear. This too is unheard of for those patients creating 
memory for secondary gain. _ has no history of pathological 
lying or delusional functioning. There is no evidence of her 
experiencing an internal awareness of lying which is present when 
individuals create symptoms. 

Though certainly not exhaustive the above is a general summary 
which I believe clinically supports the authenticity of _'s 
repressed memories. If I can be of further assistance please feel 
free to contact me. 
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May 25, 1993 

Your Excellency Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 
Bishop o:f Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

I am writing this letter in regards to our meeting in your 
o:f:fice on March 31, 1993. During this meeting, with Rev. 
Timothy Farrell and Mr .......... also present, we discussed 
my allegations concernin~mes Burns. These 
allegations, including sexual abuse and rape by Father Burns, 
require action be taken. 

I understand that it will take some time to continue the 
investigation and to come to a conclusion and some resolution 
in this matter. I respect:fully, but strongly, request that 
Father Burns be removed :from a parish situation or any other 
situation where he has access to children and young adults. 
I believe that children and young adults are at risk and I 
:find it very uncom:fortable to leave them at risk while the 
investigation continues. Further action can be considered at 
the conclusion o:f the investigation. 

Respect:fully, 

DOG.BURNS.00348 
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May 25, 1993 

Your Excellency Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 
Bishop o:f Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

I am writing this letter in regards to our meeting in your 
o:f:fice on March 31, 1993. During this meeting, with Rev. 
Timothy Farrell and Mr . .....-1 also. present, we discussed 
my allegations concernin~mes Burns. These 
allegations, including sexual abuse and rape by Father Burns, 
require action be taken. 

I understand that it will take some time to continue the 
investigation and to come to a conclusion and some resolution 
in this matter. I respect:fully, but strongly, request tnat 
Father Burns be removed :from a parish situation or any other 
situation where he has access to children and young adults. 
I believe that children and young adults are at risk and I 
:find it very uncom:fortable to leave them at risk while the 
investigation continues. Further action can be considered at 
the conclusion o:f the investigation. 

Respect:fully, 

.. "'---- ....... - - .,.- ................. ,. .. -- .... ... 

\ 

\ 

DOG.BURNS.00349 _ 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

May 26, 1993 

. Just a brief no~ your letter of May 20, which arrived 
today in reference to _ I do appreciate your taking time 
to send this information on to me. I have met with. for a long session 
a few weeks ago. Her story is certainly a tragic one and I shall do all I 
can to help her in her healing process. 

Once again thank you for your input and your concern. 

Sincerely, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS, Ph. D. 
Bishop of Gallup 

DOG.BURNS.00350 . 
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May 20, 1993 

Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 
I have been II1II0 submit a general clinical summary of 

my contact with This letter will include a brief 
history of my clinIca experIence followed by a general summary of 
my work with ...... This letter is being written with her consent. 

My professional training includes a Masters Degree in Cl inical 
Social Work from the University of Minnesota in 1979. Since that 
time I have worked in a variety of mental health clinics in 
Minnesota, South Carolina, and Arizona. These positions included 
outpatient therapy, outpatient adult/children program director 
supervising other therapists, and program coordinator for a family 
incest treatment center. I have received on-going training in the 
field with emphasis on issues of sexual abuse including diagnosis 
and treatment of dissociative disorders, diagnosis and treatment of 
sexual perpetrators, assessment and treatment of sexual abuse 
victims, and intervention with incest families. I am currently in 
private practice in Flagstaff, Arizona and work closely with child 
protective services and the court system. 

My cl inical contact wi th was ini t iated by her 
individual therapist while I was emp oy at the Guidance Center. 
The purpose for referral was to assess for participation in a 
~'s therapy group which I co-led for victims of sexual abuse. 
II1II had at that time done extensive individual work and 
participation in group was seen as adjunct to this. The following 
assessment was obtained from my initial interview, her subsequent 
participation in group, and periodic contact I have had with her 
since~d . 

.......... presented with a clinical diagnosis of a severe 
dissociative disorder which had over the course of long term 
intensive treatment responded with the following significant 
changes ie., documented integration of memory, affect and behavior 
resulting in elimination of disabling symptoms, reduced reliance on 
a dissociative process which resulted in increased connections, 
continuity and consistency in functioning. These changes directly 
followed her accessing repressed memories, feelings and 
perceptions. 

Authentici ty of repressed memories for this 
assessed from two separate directions. Those 
present wi th quest ionable credibi 1 i ty generally 

patient can be 
patients which 
fall into the 

DOG.BURNS.00351 . 
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following categories ie., suffering .from an underlying thought 
disorder or psychotic process and suffering from a borderline 
personality disorder. A simple mental status exam rules out a 
psychotic process . She is oriented to person, place and time. 
There is no evidence of tangential thinking, hallucinations or 
delusions. No part of her remembered history or functioning 
supports a presence of a psychotic state. lIIIIalso does not fit 
the criteria for borderline personality disorder. There is no 
evidence of marked, intensive identity disturbance, no evidence of 
a pervasive pattern of instability of mood, interpersonal 
relationships, or self image. All of_s symptoms have over the 
course of treatment been el iminated as repressed memories are 
accessed. This in no way follows the pattern research shows with 
borderline individuals. Rather they seem to get worse with memory 
work. 

The second direction in establishing credibility involves 
examining common indicators used in assessing clinical 
authenticity. .... showed evidence of the presence of repressed 
memory syndrome--by the following 1) fears and avoidances 
unexplained by her known history and eliminated when memory was 
accessed, 2) specific indicators of emerging memories, 3) clinical 
evidence of dissociation, 4) brief periods of time loss or memory 
blanks. Another indicator which suggests authenticity involves .s spontaneous offering of inconsequential details during 
memory access. In relationship to memories of family abuse there 
is corrobora~ata from a sibling. Through her extensive course 
in treatment ..... has shown significant discomfort when sympathy or 
support for repressed memories is offered. This feature is 
uncommon for individuals who are crea~ memories for secondary 
gains. Throughout my experience with ..... I have noted a profound 
presence of crippling disbelief as memories surface. Until II1II 
allows herself t.o believe she is left with disabling affective 
experiences. At the point of memory access and belief her symptoms 
disappear. This too is unheard of for those patients creating 
memory for secondary gain. II1II has no history of pathological 
lying or delusional functioning. There is no evidence of her 
experiencing an internal awareness of lying which is present when 
individuals create symptoms. 

Though certainly not exhaustive the above is a general summary 
which I believe cl inically supports the authentici ty of _, s 
repressed memories . If I can be of further assistance please feel 
free to contact me. 

DOG.BURNS.00352 . 
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Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

May 25,1993 

I am writing this letter on behalf of a member of the St. Johns Catholic 
Church parish, and a client of mine for the past 13 years. It is my understanding 
that she has talked with you concerning her alleged sexual abuse by both former 
Father_ and Father Burns, currently a pastor in New Mexico. It is also 
my un~ that such allegations against priests take time to ferret out the 
truth and to make decisions/judgments concerning the charges brought against 
them. 

I would suggest that you give your full attention to these allegations. 
They warrant your concern. 

I am a Nationally Certified Counselor, a licensed Arizona Certified Professional 
Counselor, and a K-12 Certified School Counselor. I have been in the area of 
counseling in the mental health profession for se~ears and in school counseling 
for nine years. Duri the time I counseled with _I was under the clinical 
supervision of Director of the. Little Colorado Behavioral Health 
Center. 

has attested to the dissociative states experienced by" and to the 
integration of these states into a solid personality as memories were dealt with 
through the years of therapy. Fracturing of the personality or dissociative states are 
the result of extreme sexual/physical and/or ritualistic abuse. These dissociative 
states hold the memories of the abuse leaving the original personality to function 
on a daily basis. In therapy, each ego state releases the memories In order to heal 
and push toward integration. 

As _ therapist for over 13 years, I can attest to her honesty and integrity in 
what she remembers to be true and to the lack of malice behind her allegations. 
During the course of her therapy, we have explored the notion that she was lying and 
making up the memories which came to her. However, several factors negate this 
idea: 

1. ~ad intense body memories prior to having visual/auditory memories. The 
body, as far as I know, does not lie. 

DOG.BURNS.00353 . 
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2. Her memories were consistent over the years. Nothing was ever added other 
than to clarify details. 

3 .• ealed as a result of remembering suppressed information and dealing 
with memories on several different levels. 

4. In testing whether or not the power of suggestion could be used by her therapist. 
to "put ideas in her head," we found that she wouldn't accept what we 
suggested but would accept only her Inner reality. 

5. Her therapists could have never made up the insane reality of her memories. 

6. The dissociative parts of her personality integrated after they dealt sufficiently 
with the memories they held. 

7. The therapy could not be pushed any faster than she was ready to deal with the 
trauma she remembered. 

8. Memories came when the time was right to remember them and when she 
had healed or stretched her frame of reference enough to deal with them. 

9. life was associated with the Catholic Church, her family and her career. 
She didn't read books that were pornographic or satanic. However, her 
memories are clearly those of one who has been victimized by pornography 
and ritual abuse. 

10. _continually questioned these. memories concerning their truthfulness. 
She had no reason to make up the memories. 

11. People cannot heal from trauma based on lies. 

12. During a good portion of her therapy she never read books such as "The . 
Courage to Heal," that would have suggested other people's experiences. 
Later in therapy when she could tolerate this type of reading material, the 
experiences of others validated her own experiences. 

Currently, _is remembering the abuse from these aforementioned priests 
because the support and the time is right to remember this suppressed information. 
Such information could not have been dealt with when it happened because of where 
she was in her therapy and her dissociative state at that time. That's one of the 
reasons the abuse could take place at that particl!lar time and she wouldn't have 
remembered it. 

This information is extremely confidential. Please treat it as such. I share it with 
you with _ permission so that you may make the best choice concerning 
Father Burns. 

DOG.BURNS.00354 . 
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Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and your patience in reading this 
long letter. If I can be of further assistance to you, please feel free to call or write 
to me. 

DOG.BURNS.00355 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

May 26,1993 

,AZ 85936 

Dear 

Just a brief not~ your letter of May 20, which arrived 
today in reference to ____ I do appreciate your taking time 
to send this information on to me. I have met with I.or a long session 
a few weeks ago. Her story is certainly a tragic one and I shall do all I 
can to help her in her healing process. 

Once again thank you for your input and your concern. 

Sincerely, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS, Ph. D. 
Bishop of Gallup 

DOG.BURNS.00357 . 
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Bishop Donald E. Pelotte 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

May 25,1993 

I am writing this letter on behalf of a member of the St. Johns Catholic 
Church parish, and a client of mine for the past 13 years. It is my understanding 
that she has talked with you concerning her alleged sexual abuse by both former 
Fath and Father Burns, currently a pastor in New Mexico. It is also 
my u that such allegations against priests take time to ferret out the 
truth and to make decisions/judgments concerning the charges brought against 
them. 

I would suggest that you give your full attention to these allegations. 
They warrant your concern. 

I am a Nationally Certified Counselor, a licensed Arizona Certified Professional 
Counselor, and a K-12 Certified School Counselor. I have been in the area of 
counseling in the mental health profession for s~ears and in school counseling 
for nine years.~ounseled with _ was under the clinical 
supervision of_ Director of the Little Colorado Behavioral Health 
Center. 

has attested to the dissociative states experienced by_and to the 
integration of these states if')to a solid personality as memories were dealt with 
through the years of therapy. Fracturing of the personality or dissociative states are 
the result of extreme sexual/physical and/or ritualistic abuse. These dissociative 
states hold the memories of the abuse leaving the. original personality to function 
on a daily basis. In therapy, each ego state releases the memories in order to heal 
and push toward integration. 

As. therapist for over 13 years, I can attest to her honesty and integrity in 
what she remembers to be true and to the lack of malice behind her allegations. 
During the course of her therapy, we have explored the notion that she was lying and 
making up the memories which came to her. However, several factors negate this 
idea: 

1. "had intense body memories prior to having visual/auditory memories. The 
body, as far as I know, does not lie. 
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2. Her memories were consistent over the years. Nothing was ever added other 
than to clarify details. 

3. _ healed as a result of remembering suppressed information and dealing 
with memories on several different levels. 

4. In testing whether or not the power of suggestion could be used by her therapist. 
to "put ideas in her head," we found that she wouldn't accept what we 
suggested but would accept only her inner reality. 

5. Her therapists could have never made up the insane reality of her memories. 

6. The dissociative parts of her personality integrated after they dealt sufficiently 
with the memories they held. 

7. The therapy could not be pushed any faster than she was ready to deal with the 
trauma she remembered. 

8. Memories came when the time was right to remember them and when she 
had healed or stretched her frame of reference enough to deal with them. 

9. ~ life was associated with the Catholic Church, her family and her career. 
She didn't read books that were pornographic or satanic. However, her 
memories are clearly those of one who has been victimized by pornography 
and ritual abuse. 

10. "continually questioned these memories concerning their truthfulness. 
She had no reason to make up the memories. 

11. People cannot heal from trauma based on lies. 

12. During a good portion of her therapy she never read books such as "The 
Courage to Heal," that would have suggested other people's experiences. 
Later in therapy· when she could tolerate this type of reading material, the 
experiences of others validated her own experiences. 

Currently," is remembering the abuse from these aforementioned priests 
because the support and the time is right to remember this suppressed information. 
Such information could not have been dealt with when it happened because of where 
she was in her therapy and her dissociative state at that time. That's one of the 
reasons the abuse could take place at that particular time and she wouldn't have 
remembered it. 

This information is extremely confidential. Please treat it as such. I share it with 
you with_ permission so that you may make the best choice concerning 
Father Burns. 

DOG.BURNS.00359 
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Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and your patience in reading this 
long letter. If I can be of further assistance to you, please feel free to call or write 
to me. 

DOG.BURNS.00360 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

May 26, 1993 

Just a brief note to send along these letters which arrived today. 
As you can see"is determined to prove herself truthfu1. I'm not 
sure how many other counselors she intends to have write to me. 

Her letter to me was delivered to my attorney who in turn, gave it 
to me this afternoon. He intends to respond once we can definitely . 
indicate what has happened with Father Burns. I'm still waiting for the 
formal letter from Father Peter Lechner in this regard. I hope this can 
be taken care of prior to my departure to Rome on Thursday, June 3, 1993. 
I look forward to being in contact with you. 

Sincerely, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS, Ph. D. 
Bishop of Gallup 

DOG.BURNS.00361 . 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. James Burns 
PO Box 2155 
Wickenburg, AZ 85378-2155 

Dear Jim: 

November 1, 1993 

Just a brief note to accompany a copy of this letter which 
sent to Jay Mason. It speaks for itself a'nd I thank you for being so 
cooperative in accomplishing its results. I'm sure you'll be happy about it. 

I know you don't have a phone as yet, but I would appreciate hearing 
from you occasionally, just to know that you are OK. Should you need anything 
don't hesitate to call. Know that I keep you in prayer very often. 

Encl. (1) 
XC: File Copy 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Callup 

DOG.BURNS.00362 . 
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. . .' I, ... 

October 24, 1993 

James J. Mason, 
Attorney at Law 

CERTIFIED POLYGRAPH EXAMINER 
110 2nd Street SW, Suite 608 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87102 

(505) 247-9914 

101 West Aztec Avenue, Suite B 
P.O. Box 1772 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Re: James Burns 

Dear Mr. Mason: 

On October 16, 1993, your client, James Burns, voluntarily came to this 
polygraph suite for a polygraph examination. 

The main issue under investigation is whether or not Mr. Burns was tell
the truth when he denied ever witnessing, or participating, in any type 
of sexual activity at St. John's, in Arizona. 

A control question polygraph examination was conducted. 
consisted of three polygraph charts~ The questions were 
vance with Mr. Burns, and he approved of each question. 
relevant questions were included and evaluated: 

The examination 
reviewed in ad
The following 

1. 

2. 

Did you ever see, or observe, -....or any female engaging 
in any type of sexual acti vi ty~hn 's in Arizona? 
Answer: IINOII 

Did you ever witness or participate in any type of sexual activity 
at St. John's? 
Answer: "NO" 

The polygraph charts were subjected to a detailed numerical evaluation. 
On a scale where scores of +6 or higher indicate truthfulness, scores of 
-6 or lower indicate deception, and scores of less than 6 in either 
direction are inconclusive; Mr. Burns received a score of +11. That 
score is highly consistent with truthfulness toward the relevant questions. 

Therefore, it is my opinion that Mr. Burns was telling the truth when he 
answered "NO" to the above listed relevant questions. 

Polygraph License ~ 

DOG.BURNS.00363 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

June 29, 1993 

Dear--= 

This Is to Inform you th~t Fr. Jim Burns has resigned as pastor of 
Saint Rose of Lima Parish, In Blanco, New Mexico and has asked for early 
retirement effective June 15, 1993. This was primarily prompted by his 
present health situation. But most surely the allegations you directed 
towards him provided an additional factor for his decision. 

His resignation is not to be interpreted as an admission of guilt. 
I n fact, Father Burns refuses to admit to the accusations you have made 
against him and his therapists concur. Nonetheless, rather than put 
everyone through a painful investigation of all the facts, I think we 
should be content with his withdrawal from the ministry where he will no 
longer be placed in a situation of trust. I hope this will meet the 
expectations you expressed to me and my attorney. 

For the future, I offer once again to do anything I can to assist you 
In your recovery including the payment for your counseling. You should know 
that not a day passes without my remembering you in prayer. Your entire 
story Is extremely painful and I ask that the Lord will continue to bless you 
with renewed life and strength. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS 
Bishop of Callup 

DOG.BURNS.00366 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338 • Gallup, New Mexico 87305 • Telephone (505) 863-4406 

March 27, 1993 
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(I ;M~Qa"tAI\I"j~M'IS$$.AGE) 
+DEP FOR ____________________________________ __ 

___ O_4_"_O_2_"_9_3 __ ...,--_______ TIME2 : 20pm ~:~: 

OF Jemez Springs, NM 
----~IIIIIIIIIII-H-i-s--H-o-m-e--P-ho--n-e---N-o-.--

PHONE __ ~~~--------~~~------~~~-
AREA CODE NUMBER EXTENSION 

MESSAGE Call after SPM this evening; helll 
De m out durmg the weekend and 
this is best ito reach him 

Re· , J Bllrns 

bdt SIGNED __________________________________ _ 

LITHO IN U .S .A . 

TOPS , 3002·C 
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CtMP09TAI\ITsiMIS$AGE) 
+DEP FOR ____________________________________ __ 

_04_._0....;.8_._9_3 ______ TIME lOAM A.M. 
P.M. 

M 

EXTENSION 

MESSAGE ________________________________ _ 

Call him when you have some time 
to talk. 

bdt SIGNED _______________________________ _ 

LITHO IN U.S.A. 

TOPS , aOO2·C 
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FOR +DEP 

DATE 05.27.93 TIME 8:40a 
AM 
PM 

M __ ~Furw.~p~e~t~e~L~p-c~hwn~e~r ____________________________ _ 
OF-.:.', __ P_a_ra_c_l_e_te_F_r_s_o ____ PHONE 1/829-3586-Ext 30 

MESSAGE He will send you a Fax, you can call him back 
sometime this morning. 

SIGNED ______ ~b~d~t ___________ _ 

TOPS " FORM 3335 litho in U.S.A. 
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TEL: Ma~ 27'93 9:03 NO.OOl P.02 

P.AAACLETE CONFIDENTIAL 

P,o. Btl.\ 10 Jellla Sill.·ill~, New Mexico ~7tJ25·tJ() I\) 
Most Reverend Donald E. feJotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

(SOS) X2IJ·3SRfl rAX (SOSI K2~·J106 

May 27, 1993 

FAX 7229135 

The Rev. James Burns completed treatment at Villa Louis Martin in November of 1990. 
At that time the program was favorable towards Father Jim's assuming the role of pastor 
of the parish in Blanco. In view of standards that have since become established with 
regards to th~ car~ and r~assignm~nt of priests, who have be~n accused of sexual 
molestation of minors, I feel that 1 must now alter that recommendation. 

On Fath~·r Burns b(:half it n~~ds to b(: suid that th~re have been no indications that he has 
done anything inappropriate sinc;e he 1(:ft the Jemez Program, that he has returned to 
therapy recently (be<.:uuse it is our stundard policy to recommend continuing therapy, not 
because there have been any problems), that he, has been cooperative with the same, and 
that he has had an assistant, who has been fully apprised of Father Burn's issues, serving 
with him in the parish. 

Since Father Burns left the .program, however, the standard of carel that is being carefully 
developed throughout North America for cl~rgy who have been accused of sexual abuse 
of minors, would not allow a priest with Father Burn~' alleged background to serve as a 
pastor. This does not mean that his m.inist~riul brifts ~ould not be put to good and prudent 
use in anoth~r cupacity. In the latter instance 1 would recommend continued Contact with 
a th~rapistt supervision, and, in particular, no unsupervised contact with minors. 

While I know that this alteration in recommendation will cume as a disappointment to 
Father Jim, I would not want this to be understood as a lack of confidence in his sincerity 
and commitment to priesthood and its responsibilities. 

Sincerely yours, 

Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Jemez Program 

. : .... 

~~-( 
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TEL: 9:03 No.OOl P.Ol 

Servants of the Paraclete 
P.o. Box 10 

Jeme2 Springs, New Mexico 87025-0010 
(50S) 829-3586 FAX: (50S) 829-3706 

Facsimile Transmittal 

Date: May 27 I 1993 

Please deliver the following message to: 
Most Reverend Donald B. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 

. From: 

----"'B=i'-"'s=h=o=p_o=-=-f_G=a=-.:l=l::...;u::...Lp __ .~~ ______ _ 

P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 
(505) 722-913$ 

(FAX Nul'l\bet) 

Reverend Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D . 

(cheel< 0Ite) Office of the Servant GtJneral 
Jemez Program Administration 
Other (specify) ________ _ 

Total number of pages being faxed, including this cover sheet: 2 (two) 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Thtt facalmlle contains CONADENTIAlINFORMAnON, which may also be LEGALLY PRJVlLEGED and which Is 
Intended only for the use of the In dlvid ual or entity named abo Vt. If thfl reader of thIs fa C 81 mile 18 not the interided 
~orthe employee or agent responsible for delivering It. to the Intended reelplent. you are Mreby on notJcQ 
that you are In pOHeuion of confidential and privileged Information. Any dlsstmlnatlon I dlatrlbutlon or copying 
of this facsimile Is strictly prohibited. if you have reeelvtd thIs faetlmUe in error, please Immodlatety notHy the 
Mftd6r by t61ephone (collect) and return the original facsImile to tilt sender at t .... above addr.tI via the U.S. 
PomISeMC •. 

eomme~: ___________________________________________________________ __ 

DOG.BURNS.00391 . 
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, . . ~ PAAACLETE CONFiDEi~TIAl 

P.O. Box 10 Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025-0010 (505) 829-3586 FAX (505) 829-3706 
Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 June 1, 1993 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

The Rev. James Burns completed treatment at Villa Louis Martin in .November of 1990. 
At that time the program was favorable towards Father Jim's assuming the role of pastor 
of the parish in Blanco. In view of standards that have since become established with 
regards to the care and reassignment of priests, who have been accused of s.exual 
molestation of minors, I feel that I must now alter that recommendation. 

On Father Burns behalf it needs to be said that there have been no indications that he has 
done anything inappropriate since he left the Jemez Program, that he has returned to 
therapy recently (because it is our standard policy to recommend continuing therapy, not 
because there have been any problems), that he has been cooperative with the same, and 
that he has had an assistant, who has been fully apprised of Father Burn's issues, serving 
with him in the parish. 

Since Father Burns left the program, however, the standard of care, .that is being carefully 
developed throughout North America for clergy who have been accused of sexual abuse 
of minors, would not allow a priest with Father Bums' alleged background to serve as a 
pastor. This does not mean that his ministerial gifts could not be put to good and prudent 
use in another capacity. In the latter instance I would recommend continued contact with 
a therapist, supervision, and, in particular, no unsupervised contact with minors. 

While I know that this alteration in recommendation will come as a disappointment to 
Father Jim, I would not want this to be understood as a lack of confidence in his sincerity 
and commitment to priesthood and its responsibilities. 

Sincerely yours, 

p~~J .. ? 
Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Jemez Program 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000395



June 2, 1993 

DOG.BURNS.00399 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000396



2 

DOG.BURNS.00400 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000397



DOG.BURNS.00401 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000398



-

, 
I 

, 

-----~------------------

___ -+i1-______________ _ 

-----+~---------------

----tt------ ------------- ------------

--~----------------

I 

J 

II 
- :Jt=---- ------------,---------- --- ---- I -+------_._-------------- ---------_._--
~~~=~-t=~~-:~::~=:~==-: ------=-----.---

DOG.8URNS.00402 _ 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000399



DOG.BURNS.00403 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000400



-._-----

-----
~~---------------------------------------= 

------------ ------------

----

-- --._-- ---------_._----

--~-- ---

---11-----------------------------------------------____ _ 

DOG.BURNS.00404 _ 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000401



II 

- ...... I ···· · ...... ~ .. ~. 
. .... ....... . . ¥3,1~'13/.~1.4- .. ..- . 

-. ~- r- ;~2~9?k; -- .~ ...... ............... . 
.. ... __ .. . _~.1!a~Aat ~~ .... . 
. ... . .... .. "" .. ..... ,,~.,,~~.ik} ... . 

.. . · ····- ·· I·~~"t1I!: · ...... .. ' 
i ~ / .~ GI ··_"·"···l·· .. __ .. ... " .'. !~~~ .. " 

1, - - ... ~ , , . ... .. . .. . ....... -.. . .. .. . . 
. . I!~~·<l. C(.~ 

It .... ~.~fv~ .. 
It ... ~ ... tUe~A 
II · ~~~ .. 

DOG.BURNS.0040S . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000402



......... .. -......... . '- ........... -....... '-"-.-_ .. -... -... . -.. " -.-.... -.i+ .. 
i, 

···· ···· · · · · · · · · ··~~£e~· ···j l ·· · · ··· ·· ··· · · · · 
_ ... _ .. ~~ .. l/a .. .. :2 .... __ .... _ .. _ .. .[( .. ..... ..... __ . 

. ' ! I .. .. . . -. ~~ ... ~ JC~_~i£.~.- . 
. --.---... . .-- ····-;t;-:z:,f~~~··i-~~~":'~-t if[~·~··· .-
-.. ' ----.-.-: '-.I-~~---~---=-~~~-" '---" ~" -" -.-- ----·-------·-tr-- . -_ .. ... 

I' ----------.... .. - --- .-~--- - ----.... ·-------·--·-·· -·-··· +t---· --.. ' .... . 

=·~· ······· ·~··ff-1t::;~~~~-·· -.. . 
.... - -..... . j~-~-~a~ . 
...... -........... --.... -...... -.. -.-. "."'-'-"'---.--. -.-.. -.. ' .... --.. ~. _.-._ .. _-. ·-·· ··--If ···· .. . 

f i 

-. _. __ ... -.-.. -- ...... --~----- '" _. _ .. __ .,----_.--_. -_.-.. -. -.-... _----- ,-._ .. _------------,,-... ---... + ~- ... -.. _. "._ .. 
f i 
~ ! -----... ---.---- ---.------ .--.- .. --.------.-.- -.:....----... --------------- +t------ -.---.. ----.-

/ [ j 
! ! 

... _.-......... ..... --- _.- ..... _ --._.-.. - .--.-- ......... - .. -.-.-.---- __ _ ..• __ ·.0,. _ ...... -._ ... . - .. -., .1 .............. -.. - .. -.... --. 
I: 
I ! 

•.•• _.'_'" _ .... • . ...• •. ' •• . _._. _ . _ . •. _ •..• c ____ ._ •.•.. _ •• ___ .•.. _ .... •• _ •• __ ... _ .. _ ••.• • _ •.••• .•. _ ...... __ ._. ___ ++ ._ .... ...... .. ...... _ ..... . 
t! 
f ! 

'-'-" " -"" '# ...•.•. ..•. __ . p, - • • - .-.-. - - •• " .-._.' •• • - - • . --.---------- . . --- •••• - ,-, .•. - .-------..• ------.--.-----.t-t-.. -- -.-- .~- . '" -_. __ ._ ... 
~ l 
I: 
j i .. .. ....... -........ ---......... .. --.--...... -.............. --........... : .. ---...... "'" ... -- --.... -"--'-----t-t-.-... -..... -_ ... . 
Ii .. ............ -............ -.... -.-.. . _ .. ...... -.-- . '" ..... .. -- .... -.............. _ ...... -.. -- .. -- ." .... ·········· ·· .. ·H· ........ -....... ..... . 
I ' 

I. ! 

H 
i: 
!' : 

DOG.BURNS.00406 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000403



i-· · . 

· · --·-· --·-·--·----- ----~-I ------ --C.----,.4?f.;({A4~~~~~:-E-. I 

_______ .. ___ .___ i ·1--~-~~~~~~~~~~~---

-...... - .. -.. --- - -------.-- : ---- --·--.-/-I7~~~- .~~~tI.'...e--&;'t:'Z!.~r{- .. 

_··_·_-_·_--_·-----1....1-- -·- - - -- -------- -------------------- -. - - - -- .-- .- .--- ...... -----

DOG.BURNS.00407 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000404



.-.- -.---.---- -~~----··-----·----·-------··----· - ··-----·-·_ll+--------.. --_.--

I' 

I 

DOG.BURNS.00408 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000405



- - -- --------- - --- - -- J ----- ------eh4--.!----;-- -~':f.l__f~~~---r7r_i~--'!~F-: 

------ --------------- --- -J --- --~t4 --__r~~~1J-~~~- --'--- -- ------ - -
- -- -- --- - --- - - -- - -----jL---.J.~t..V-_#~~~~~..vv--

DOG.BURNS.00409 _ 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000406



.~- . 

----- .-----~---

. ~--

- ---- ----------

------ . -~ ------- _. -~- -~-.---

1---------.- --

r-----
u ------------ ---- . - - -. I ;------- - .. - - '-- Ii 

------------ ---rt----- ------- --
.-.---tt---~-- -------

~---- -- ---- -~~-------- ----------~-~. Ii 

i i 

II II 
i I 

DOG.8URNS_00410 _ 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000407



! 

.1 ,11/~g,~-~~ -
____ ~ _ _ ____ ~ : I A1a~-#&~-~----- -. 

·---+.i-~~' =--;l#l~~' - --. ! 
I 

·---------,1 ~:-----~-
I ~~-~---- ------r---~_ _ ____________ ._ 

--.. -- - - - - ... -.-.- .. - - ---r-.. -----

i 
i 

---·- ·-·- -· ---~- --~r---~ ~-. --- .--~~~~~=-

i ~/_A" ~ ! ~. ~ ----_. - - --'--- -- _._------.--------·---· --l ----·-- -', /J;;- n/.----- A. ---- -.'-'-;;' ~~ t, f , 
_ ___ __ __ _ . __ _ ._ ... .. c-j . __ ._ . _.~-~ ___ -~::...-.---- .. -- .-... - -... ~--.-

! . 

i 

!. 

DOG.BURNS.00411 , 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000408



,d.a &44 . Zlu H - ... _-_ 

DOG.BURNS.00412 _ 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000409



- --- --- - -~--.------------ -- --- -- ------------- - -~---

! . •• -.~~~~~~~-.~~~~- •• - - •• - ·-------------T-· 
i .... .. ---.--.-.-...... -.-..... ··t·· . 
i ___ . ____ ____________ _ L . . . 

i 
! 

_ l _._. _____ • _ ___ . . 

DOG.BURNS.00415. 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000410



I 
I 
i 
I 

I 

. I 

' j 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

- ---------

---_._--

DOG.BURNS.00416 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000411



DOG.BURNS.00420 . 
LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000412



Sr. Duane, O.F.M. 

To +DEP Date ] 0/4/93 Time __ 

DON, 

HERE'S THE INFO. YOU REQUESTED 
ON THE SALES TAX YOU NEED TO 
ADD TO THE $400/CHEQUE TO ALBQ 
FOR BURNS. 

BDT 
10.04.93 
2:10 PM 

o Reply 0 Initial and return 0 See me 

Item IIPP66 The Drawing Board, Dallas, Texas 7526.(1429 
© Wheeler Group Inc., 1974 
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# ' 

19--ll 95-124/1022 

.. ....:=:: . ~- ....:.:,....../ 

Custom Investment Account 

'r~ltf/l(C' __________ _ ():;&e!/J&~=) 

DOG.BURNS.00424 _ 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000416



P.MACLETE 
P. O. Box 10 Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (50S) 829-3586 

Most Rev. Donald Pelotte,S.S.S., D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87301 

For the care of Rev. James Burns 

November 1, 1993 

at Albuquerque Villa September 15 - October 20, 1993 

PSYCHIATRIST 
PSYCHOLOGIST 
BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM /$80.00 / DAY 
TRAVEL/TRANSPORTATION 
MERCHANDISE / CASH ADVANCES 
TELEPHONE 
BOOKS/CLASS MATERIALS 
OTHER: MASSAGE THERAPY 

TOTAL: 

LESS GIFT .OF THE SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE. 

TOTAL DUE: 

BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM INCLUDES: 

SACRED SCRIPTURE CLASS 
SPIRITUALITY CLASS 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
RELIGIOUS & LITURGICAL PRACTICE & DIRECTION 
CARDIO-VASCULAR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION . 

Thank you for prompt payment. 

nistrative Assistant 

0.00 
201.04 

2,880.00 
0.00 
0.00 

16.41 
0.00 
0.00 

3,097.45 

-3,097.45 

0.00 

To ensure proper credit to your account please return enclosed 
copy with your payment. 
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LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000417



'new-MOe Copy • IlllaDh thIa ltIdement to yow 'newMoe a.lm Form 
Complete the per.onal Information requNted on the form. Thle .tatement contalne all the 
Information the doctor I. required to ,upply, It Ie not neoe •• ary for thl. office to flU out the 
lneuranoe claim form. 

ReIaIIon.hlp ID ~ .... red 

Group No. 

a.g..-: ADJUSTMENT DISORDER I DEPRESSED 309.00 

FEE 

00187 

~ .... red'. HIm. 

~ .... red·. Addr .. 

lnIured'. LD. Numt. 

FEE 

1hie form hu been IIdopllld ID kMp 
PIII* work c:on CloWn. • MY 

Prepar don of Repon 1I0I8O o.po.iUon lIddtIonai Ionn. lit I18mIZlld bIIa •• 

I-----..;...--------____t---+----+-....:..--------------i-----t r~1ICI, tlllI)' wII be fowwded upon 
Il0l31 

Con,. .. ce with or about I'1IIIent 

Group 

Pr~1IIIon for Teelknany 

Trawl for Allarcar. 

eorr .. pandence 

Medillllon 

r.cllpt of 511Un 

I h_eby IIIlhorizlt til. undlrllgned 
docIDr ID r.... ....Y ~farmldlon 
acquired ~ II. cour.. of my 
..,.~1IIIon Dr "Nlment And I em 
fnanclalyr .. panllble far non-cov.ed 
MnIceL 

t-Con_ .... _~ ____________ ~_~ __ -+ ______ _+-~~.~~~EwN~IIIIon------~-----------r_--__t (~~.ofr .. ~I1~.~ 
Il0801 Telephone CanIUllallan 

a-... _ .. _t_Ccn __ ,.._ .. _C8 ____ .;.... _________ ____t--II0848---+------_+-R-.. -.-er-dl-for-UtIg...;;;..Idian_· ----------------i-------t I lIIthorizlt peym .. t of HMthcar. 

Neutopeydlologlcal Teetilg .1l1li Re'fIew of Recorda benelltll ID under"ed IUppier of 
t---~.;....----~----------____t----+_------+_---------------------_r------; HnbM~~ 

Cognll/w r-*'g Sc:hocl Ccn .... ~ 

Personality Teeling 

~~~!!~~~~2:~~:L2IiJ~i:ii~~j!j1i24_-----~-------------~---~ ~~~TAX~~NO 
01HER BTATEMENr WILl. BE 

.--~n-----+--~-------------~-----4_--------~-------------r_----_i ~ 

Psychatharaplst ProvIdilg ServIce: lr\\S BILL HAS B EN PAID BY 1"HE 
Sf fWANTS OF 1" PARACLE1"E AND IS 
IN'ClUDED IN 1 A1TACHED INVOICE 

THrS COpy IS fO YOUR USE IN flUNG 
iFiOllR IIINS\\JJRAW'lIClE [iM8URStM£~1 

DOG.BURNS.00426 . 
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PARACLETE 
p, 0, Box 10 Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (50S) 829-3586 

Host Rev. Donald Pelotte, S.S.S., D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 

December 1, 1993 

P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 81301 

For the care of Rev. James Burns 
at Albuquerque Villa September 15 - October 20, 1993 
UHBILLED EXPENSES 

PSYCHIATRIST 
PSYCHOLOGIST 
BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM /$80.00 / DAY 
TRAVEL/TRANSPORTATION 
MERCHANDISE/ CASH ADVANCES 
TELEPHONE 
BOOKS/CLASS MATERIALS 
OTHER: MASSAGE THERAPY 

TOTAL: 

LESS GIFT OF THE SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE. 
t . 

TOTAL DUE: 

BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM INCLUDES: 

SACRED SCRIPTURE CLASS 
SPIRITUALITY CLASS 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION .. 
RELIGIOUS & LITURGICAL PRACTICE & DIRECTION 
CARDIO-VASCULAR MAI~TENANCE PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION 

Thank you for prompt payment. 

Administrative Assistant 

0.00 
269.84 

0.00 
0.00 

,,," . 0.00 
11.31 
0.00 
0.00 

281.15 

-281.15 

0.00 

To ensure proper credit to your account please return enclosed 
copy with your payment. 

DOG.BURNS.00427 _ 
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InIwanoe Copy • IIItach tHe I'tIdement to your IneurMOe a.lm Form 
Complete the per.on" Information requ88ted on the form. This .tatement COntaiM all the t---------------........ ---...
Information the doctor I. required to ,upply. It Is not neoellary for thl, office to flU out the 
IMuranoe oIaim form. 

RIIaIIonlhlp to k'llUred 

Group No. Nilred·. 10. .... mblr 

1lIIgnoeIe: ADJUSTMENT DISORDER I DEPRESSED 308.00 linea. connec:led to Employment 

DEBCRIPlION FEE . (NOr FOR INBURANCE REPOR1) FEE 

k'lla'prlliElcplaln Reeulll 1lOI87 \.egIII ConIUIIIIIIon lbJe form II.. been adopted to IcMp 

t--~~--~----------~~~~+----~~~~~~----------~----; ~ ~k ~~. • MY 
Prepar8llon of Report 110888 0ep0aIII0n IIdcttIonIil form. CK IIIImIzllld bill .e 

t-----~---------~~--+----+-~-------------_r----~ r~~~~~~bww~u~ 
110831 '''pt of'15.00. 

.11l8 Court 
I "_eby ..... orta ~e underllgned 

"'ychoth_apy • nne Spec. 801141 Preperllllon foe T..-nany docIDr to r..... eny nformllllon 
t-~-~~-~-------------~~---+------+-~-----~-------~-----; ~wed k'I ~e ~rM of my 

Il0II01 

.1ag 

Dl\TE 

Telephone Coneullallcln 

ANew of Recorde 

Sdlool ConIUllallon 

1HlS BI LL 
SE RV ,~~n S 
INC LUDED I 

FEE 

_nllllon CK "lNIImll1t Md I _ 
"'enc:illly, .. panlible for non~ed 
e.\'IceL 

(SIgnature of r .. panllble party) 

I ..... orta paynllI1t of HNlthcere 
~eIIIa to under..q,ed IU~ of 
....as deIcrIbed. 

IETAIN FORTAXINFORMATION. NO 
OTHER STATEMENT WILL BE 
FURNIIHEIl 

S BEEN PAID BY THE 
THE PARACLETE AND IS 

THE ATTACHED INVOICE 

FOR YOUR USE IN FILING 
REIMBURSEMENT 

NOV 0 4 1993 
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PAMCLETE 
P . O. Box 10 Jemez Springs, New \lexico 87025 (50S) 829-3586 

Most Rev. Donald Pelotte, S.S.S., D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 

December 1, 1993 

P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87301 

For the care of Rev. James Burns 
at Albuquerque Villa September 15 - October 20, 1993 
UNBILLED EXPENSES 

PSYCHIATRIST 
PSYCHOLOGIST 
BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM /$80.00 / DAY 
TRAVEL/TRANSPORTATION 
MERCHANDISE / CASH ADVANCES 
TELEPHONE 
BOOKS/CLASS MATERIALS 
OTHER: MASSAGE THERAPY 

TOTAL: 

LESS GIFT OF THE SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE. 

TOTAL DUE: 

BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM INCLUDES: 

SACRED SCRIPTURE CLASS 
SPIRITUALITY CLASS 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
RELIGIOUS & LITURGICAL PRACTICE & DIRECTION 
CARDIO-VASCULAR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION 

Thank you for prompt payment. 

Administrative Assistant 

0.00 
269.84 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

11.31 
0.00 
0.00 

281.15 

-281.15 

0.00 

To ensure proper credit to your account please return enclosed 
copy with your payment. 

( 
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Burns, James 1994-1999 .......................... 

General Purpose File Folders 

91 

Reorder No. 2211'3 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338· Gallup, New Mexico 87305· Telephone (505) 863-4406 

Rev. James Burns 
PO Box 2155 
Wickenburg, AZ 85378-2155 

Dear Jim: 

June 4, 1997 

I trust you are well and surviving the now very hot weather of 
Wickenburg. 

I'm sorry about having to write this letter. However I on May 23, 1997 
Brother Duane received a phone call and a faxed letter from Father Michael 
Diskin, assistant chancellor of the Diocese of Phoenix. He was informing 
us that he had been in contact with Father Faustina and that Father John had 
admitted that you had been helping with the ministry in his two missions over 
the past year. In a later conversation with Father Diskin, Father Faustina 
said it happened only "four or five times. II At the urging of Bishop O'Brien 
Father Diskin was contacting us to inquire, once again about your current 
status as a priest in the Diocese of Callup. 

Needless to say, I was very disappointed to learn that you have been 
deliberately acting contrary to the decision we had to make about your priestly 
faculties, following the very strong recommendation from Father Peter Lechner 
and the Servants of the Paracletes. You are personally and fully aware of what 
prompted this recommendation. And so, for you to act contrary to that decision 
Is to put yourself, the Diocese of Phoenix and the Diocese of Callup at a very 
great risk. I am very disappointed. 

I believe I need to remind you once again that one of the individuals who 
accused you of sexual abuse and who is himself an attorney has continued to 
warn us that should he hear that you are ministering as a priest anywhere in 
the State of Arizona he would turn you in to the state officials. You have been 
aware of this over the years and yet you deliberately act contrary to what we 
agreed. 

Over the last few days, I have had occasion to discuss this matter with 
with Bishop O'Brien. He too is very unhappy about this and insists that you 
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. Rev. Jim Burns/4 June, 1997/Page 2 of Two. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

cannot do priestly ministry in his diocese. I have also discussed this matter 
with our personnel board and they too concur. 

I plead with you to abide by the decision we had to make when you left 
Blanco, New Mexico. Should you continue to disregard our decision this will 
have serious implications for you and probably Father Faustina. 

Jim, I am sorry that I have had to write this difficult letter. You served 
many, many years as a good, hard-working priest of the Diocese and we are 
grateful for that. You know how I admired you and your ministry from the 
moment of my arrival in Callup in 1986. Unfortunately, some very sad and 
tragic things occurred in the early years of your ministry and now you are being 
held accountable for these actions. I wish it was otherwise. But because of the 
very serious implications involved I have to insist once again that you live up to 
the agreement we made when you left Blanco. 

I know how painful this will be for you and so I sincerely assure you of 
a regular remembrance in my prayer and at my Eucharist. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS, Ph. D. 
Bishop of Callup 
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SENT BY :DIOCESE Of PHOENIX 5-23-97 1:55PM ROMAN CATHOLIC-. 15057229131;# 21 2 

.. THE ROMAN CArHOLiC 

church of phoenix 

Bro. Duane A Torisky, O.F.M. 
Diocese of Gallup 
P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bro. Duane: 

400 FAST MONROE, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 9500H!376 
TElI::PI lONE ({)021 257--0030' FAX (602) Y57-5645 

May 23,1997 

After speaking with you this morning about Msgr. James Burns, a retired priest of the 
Diocese of Gallup who resides in Wickenburg, Arizona, I had a follow-up conversation with 
Rev. John "Ted" Faustina, who is the administrator of the mission of St. Mary's in Yarnell 
with responsibility for Good Shepherd of the Desert in Congress Junction. 

In my first conversation with Fr. Faustina he had indicated that Msgr. Burns had been 
helping him over the past year. He now tells me that it was only four, or fIVe times. I didn't 
press the accuracy of that report. 

As I mentioned to you, what brought this to light was the desire of Fr. Faustina to have 
Msgr. Burns cover the two missions while Fr. Faustina is away for the summer. Fr_ 
Faustina does not do well in the heat and cannot be in Yarnell from early June into 
September. We had recently sent a letter to Msgr. Burns, along with other priests who 
we know are living in the Diocese of Phoenix, asking them to fill out personnel forms and 
provide a letter from their diocese, or religious superior to clarify their status here. I 
believe that it was this letter that led to a conversation between Magr. Burns and Fr. 
Faustina which resulted in Fr. Faustina calling me to get permission for Msgr. Burns to 
provide coverage during the summer. 

\I\n'lile I have no proof, and don't want to jump to a false conclusion, I suspect that if Msgr. 
Burns had not received the letterfrom us, he and Fr. Faustina would have gone ahead with 
their informal arrangement. 

MlD/slr 

Yours in Christ, 

~/~ 
Rev. Michael L. Diskin 
Assistant Chancellor 

Building t Blessing t Becoming the Body of Christ 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE 

P. O. Box 1338· Gallup, New Mexico 87305· Telephone (505) 863·4406 

Rev. Michael l. Diskin 
Asst. Chancellor 
Diocese of Phoenix 
400 East Monroe 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2376 

Dear Father Michael: 

May 29, 1997 

Just a brief response to your fax of last week and the follow up letter which 
arrived in today's mail. Following the presbyteral council meeting several days 
ago, the personnel committee had a short meeting afterwards at which time Bishop 
Pelotte shared your letter and his concerns regarding Father Burns. At some 
point the bishop will write or call Father Burns and reiterate the agreement they 
came to several years ago when Father Burns moved back to Arizona. 

Let me use the opportunity to thank you for your picking up on the matter. 
Otherwise we would not have known of the arrangements Father Burns had hoped 
to secure. 

If there is any way that we can be of further assistance to you or if you 
should happen upon any other pertinent facts in this regard, don't hesitate to 
call, write or fax our office. 

Sincerely, 

Bro. Duane, O.F.M. 
for the Diocese of Gallup 
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

church of phoenix 

Bro. Duane A Torisky, O.F.M. 
Diocese of Gallup 
P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bro. Duane: 

400 EAST MONROE, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85004-2376 
TELEPHONE (602) 257-0030 • FAX (602) 257-5645 

May 23,1997 

After speaking with you this morning about Msgr. James Burns, a retired priest of the 
Diocese of Gallup vvho resides in Wickenburg, Arizona, I had a follow-up conversation with 
Rev. John "Ted" Faustina, vvho is the administrator of the mission of St. Mary's in Yarnell 
with responsibility for Good Shepherd of the Desert in Congress Junction. 

In my first conversation with Fr. Faustina he had indicated that Msgr. Burns had been 
helping him over the past year. He now tells me that it was only four, or five times. I didn't 
press the accuracy of that report. 

As I mentioned to you, vvhat brought this to light was the desire of Fr. Faustina to have 
Msgr. Burns cover the two missions while Fr. Faustina is away for the summer. Fr. 
Faustina does not do well in the heat and cannot be in Yarnell from early June into 
September. We had recently sent a letter to Msgr. Burns, along with other priests who 
we know are living in the Diocese of Phoenix, asking them to fill out personnel forms and 
provide a letter from their diocese, or religious superior to clarify their status here. I 
believe that it was this letter that led to a conversation between Msgr. Burns and Fr. 
Faustina which resulted in Fr. Faustina calling me to get permission for Msgr. Burns to 
provide coverage during the summer. 

While I have no proof, and don't want to jump to a false conclusion, I suspect that if Msgr. 
Burns had not received the letter from us, he and Fr. Faustina vvould have gone ahead with 
their informal arrangement. 

MLD/sir 

Yours in Christ, 

~//~ 
Rev. Michael L. Diskin 
Assistant Chancellor 

Building t Blessing t Becoming the Body of Christ 
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5-23-97 1:55PM ROMAN CATHOLlC-- 15057229131;# 11 2 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

chURch · of pho€nlx 
II Y ( H 1 r 1:\ \, I JU" r .'~ \ \ I I it l I flU" r "'! f, I I " 1 '1 : · , , . 

400 EAST ~ONROE. PHOES1X ..... RlZONA 85004-Z376 

FAX coyg SHEET 

, ; \ i ,; , 

TELEPHONE 16021 :57-0030 
FAX 1602\ 258-30&2' 

The information contained in this fax message is confidential and 
intended solely tor the use of the individual or entity named 
below. If you are not the intended recipient or the person 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are 
warned that any di~semination, distribution, copy inq or 
unauthorized use of this communication is strictly prohibited. 
IF YOO lAVE RECEXVED THXS PAl IN lBRoa PLEASE NO~X1Y TUB SENDER 
IMMEDIATELY BY TBLEPHONE AND R2TUJUf '1'BE J"AI TO '!'HE SENDER. Thanks. 

Date: 5/23/97 

To: Bro. Duane ToriskYI OFM 

Company: Diocese of Gallup 

NOTE: Letter will follow in the Mail • 

••• ******* 

From: Rey. Michael L. Diskin 

Catholic Diocese of Phoenix 

Phone: _ . or direct line 

*****'****** 

Fax#: __ 

Fax #: 

93 

Number of pages including cover sheet: ______ 2 ____ __ 

.. . -- ... --! 
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MEM. 
To: File 

from 
BROTHER DUANE 

O.F.M. 

Called to clarify the status of Fr. James 
Burns. 

It seems that Burns' sister who also lives 
in Wickenburg is periqdically on Vogt's case 
about not lettitTg her brother say Mass. 

I explained to Fr. Vogt that Fr. Burns has 
not been in active priestly ministry for the 
past several years and that if he wishes to 
celebrate a public liturgy, he must seek 
permission each and every instance(i~ 

This is all the info that Vogti~wanted or 
needed. Said he didn't need any of the 
details and that he would now be able to 
deal with Burns' sister more readily. 

bdt 
02.06.97 
8:10 AM 
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Russell H. Burdick, Jr. 
Apache County Attorney 

P. O. Box 637, St. Johns, AZ 85936 (928)337-7560 Fax (928)337-2427 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte 
Diocese of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

May 30,2002 

Michael P. Roca 
Deputy 

Nan0' E. Dean 
Deputy 

Robert F. Edwards 
Deputy 

James D. DeVaney 
Deputy 

JohnP. Bene 
Deputy 

Stephen D. Alfrey 
Deputy 

Henry R Thompson 
Victim Assistance Coordinator 

I have enclosed materials forwarded to our Office from the Arizona Attorney General's Office 
concerning possibly criminally charging a priest who allegedly committed a sexual offense in the summer 
of 1974. 

We are forwarding this to you because the victim has attempted to contact the diocese where he 
believed the priest was assigned. It appears to our office that he may have been assigned to your diocese. 

I have also reviewed the materials and determined that the alleged crime occurred in Navajo 
County, Arizona and therefore the materials have been forwarded to Melvin Bowers, Navajo County 
Attorney for his consideration. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

RHB/rmm 
Encl. 

Apache County Attorney 
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JANET NAPOLITANO 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Apache County Attorney 
Honorable Stephen Udall 
P.O. Box 637 
St. Johns, AZ 85936 

To Whom it May Concern: 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

1275 WEST WASHINGTON, PHOENIX, AZ. 85007-2926 

April 26, 2002 

Please find enclosed a letter that our office received from 
help with filing procedures on a Priest. 

nM 0 "\ 2002 

MAIN PHONE: (602) 542-5025 
FACSIMILE: (602) 542-4085 

uesting 

The issues presented are not under the . 
this letter to you for your review and any, ....... L.LVLl' 

office, therefore, I am referring 

Enclosures 
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MRS. JUNE KELLEN 
CHANCELLOR 

DIOCESE OF TUCSON 
192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE 

P.O. Box 31 • Tucson, Arizona 85702-0031 
520-792-3410 FAX 520-792-0291 

March 8, 2002 

Dear_ 

. Thank you for your call late this afternoon informing me of the inappropriate sexual behavior 
toward you in the summer of 1974, by a priest that you knew as Father Burns. You had stated 
that the priest you had known as Father Burns had been the pastor at St. Peter's Catholic Church 
in Springerville, Arizona in 1974, but went to Thatcher, Arizona in the summer of 1974. 

I informed you that we did not have a Father Burns listed in Thatcher, which is a mission church 
of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Parish, Safford, Arizona, during the period of time in question nor 
had we shown a Father Burns at any time being assigned in the Safford area. 

During our telephone conversation, I assured you that we would make every attempt to find out 
who this Father Burns could be. . 

I had asked you to document your experiences with this Father Burns and what had occurred in 
the summer of 1974. I await your documentation. 

I want you to know how truly sorry we are for what you have gone through and 
pray that our Lord will be with you and help you in your healing and recovery process. 

Please be assured that we are looking into this matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

9/·~,~ 
~-~:~llen 

Chancellor \. 

cc: Rev. Van A. Wagner, Vicar General 
Deacon Tim Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup 
Mr. Thomas Murphy, Esq. 
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Memo to File, RE: Phone conversation with 
Timoteo Lujan. 

2, 2002 with Deacon 

IJUVU",,,, the Chancery today at 9: 14am mst. Requesting to speak with me. I 
immediately took the call. He introduced himself to me, I let him know that I was aware of who 
he was and that I was aware of the circumstances regarding his recent communication with Mrs. 
June Kellen, Chancellor of the Diocese of Tucson. _seemed surprised that Fr. Burns was 
a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. He indicated that he had received information about this from 
Mrs. Kellen above. He also commented about the letter he sent to the attorney general of 
Arizona and how he had written a letter rescinding that. This was somewhat confusing and I am 
not sure what he was trying to say. I did not want to push the issue and turn the conversation 
into a discussion about litigation. 

_was very cordial and friendly, the entire conversation was this way. He did not ask for 
anything nor did he make any threats about what he was or was not planning to do. 

He expressed great surprise and concern that Fr. Burns had been in and around Thatcher without 
the knowledge or permission of either the Diocese of Gallup or Tucson. He went on to say the 
whole story told him by Fr. Burns about his assignment in Thatcher, Arizona was a lie to keep 
him (Fr. Burns) legitimately near him_ He asked where Fr. Burns was now, I 
answered truthfully, that Fr. Burns is retired in Wikenburg, AZ. 

_then went into great detail regarding his current condition, he is seeing therapists and 
counselors. He has been unemployed since last September due to health problems. He is 
waiting for a liver transplant, he recounted again how deeply hurt he was and remains over what 
was done to him by Fr. Burns. I listened sympathetically assuring him of our prayers and 
willingness to help in some way. _found it important to relay to me that he was loyal 
to the Church and was still an active parishioner. 

_commented frequently his high admiration and trust of Fr. O'Keefe who had been 
Pastor in St. Johns while he was a youth and also while Fr. Burns was abusing him. He lamented 
that he should have gone to Fr. O'Keefe in the beginning. He asked about Fr. O'Keefe. I asked 
him ifhe would be willing to hear from him (Fr. O'Keefe) he responded enthusiastically that he 
would very much like to hear from Fr. O'Keefe at any time and went on to give me his phone 
number and reasons why he would or would not be at home. 
In closing, I reassured _ again that we deeply regretted the injury done to him by Fr. 
Burns and that we would keep him in our prayers. 
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DIOC~SE · OF TUCSON 

MRS. JUNE KELLEN 
CHANCELLOR 

Dear_ 

192 SOUTIl STONE AVENUE 

P.O. Box 31 • Thcson, Arizona 85702-0031-
520-792-3410 FAX 520;:'792-0291 

March 8, 2002 

.. Thank you for your call late this afternoon informing me of the mappropriate sexual behavior 
toward you in the summer of 1974, by a priest that you knew. as Father Bums. You had stated 
that the priest you had mown as Father Burns had been the pastor at St. Peter's Catholic Church 
in Springerville, Arizona in 1974, but went to Thatcher, Arizona in the summer of 1974. 

I informed you that we did not have a Father Bums listed in Thatcher, which is a mission church 
of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Parish, Safford, Arizona, during the period of time in question nor 
had we shown a Father Burns at any time being assigned in the Safford area. 

During our telephone conversation, I assured you that we would make every attempt to find out 
who this Father Burns could be. . 

I had asked you to document your experiences with this Father Burns and what had occurred in 
the summer of 1974. I await your documentation. 

_ I want you to know how truly sorry we are for what you have gone through and 
pray that our Lord will be with you and help you ill your healing and recovery process. 

Please be assured that we are looking into this matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~{~ 
Chancellor \. 

cc: ~. Van A. Wagner, Vicar General 
v"beacon Tim Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup 

Mr. Thomas Murphy, Esq. 
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP 
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELlOR 
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GALLUP, NM 87305-1338 
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Dear June: 

Since he addresses this last letter to you, as a reply to your letter to him, could 
you please answer him and include the following: 

. Father. James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup 
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They 
offer their prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Fr. Burns was assigned to 
the Arizona portion of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter's Church in Springerville, 
they have no record that he was officially assigned in any capacity to any parish 
or agency in or around Thatcher, Arizona which is in the Diocese of Tucson. Fr. 
Burns was removed as an active priest, by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 1990s. 
He has been denied the right to practice as a priest anywhere for any reason at 
any time. 

We will then wait to see if 
with those issues as they arise. 

777anks. 

Timo 

us, if/when he does, we will deal 
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Dear June: 

Since he addresses this last letter to you, as a reply to your letter to him, could 
you please answer him and include the following: 

. Father. James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup 
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They 
offer their prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Fr. Burns was assigned to 
the Arizona portion of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter's Church in Springerville, 
they have no record that he was offiCially assigned in any capacity to any parish 
or agency in or around Thatcher, Arizona which is in the Diocese of Tucson. Fr. 
Burns was removed as an active priest, by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 1990s. 
He has been denied the right to practice as a priest anywhere for any reason at 
any time. 

We will then wait to see if 1_ contacts us, if/when he does, we will deal 
with those issues as they arise. 

7hanks. 

Timo 
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MRS. JUNE KELLEN 
CHANCELLOR 

DIOCESE OF TUCSON 
192 SOUTH S,TONE AVENUE 

P.O. Box 31 • Tucson, Arizona 85702-0031 
520-792-3410 FAX 520;;'792-0291 

March 26, 2002 

. Easter greetings to you. 

I promised to you, I was able to fmd out the name of the priest that is believed to be 
the person whom you had spoken and written about who had caused you great emotional pain for 
his unwanted sexual advances toward you in the summer of 1974. 

Since the Diocese of Tucson had no record of a Father or Monsignor Burns in the 
Safford/Thatcher, Ari2;ona area, I had solicited the help of Deacon Timothy Lujan, Chancellor of 
the Diocese of Gallup. 

The Diocese of Gallup has shared the following message and infonrtation with me to pass along 
to you. "Father James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup 
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They offer . their 
prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Father Burns was assigned to the Arizona portion 
of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter's Church in Springerville, fhey have no record that he 
was officially assigned in any capacity to any pai'ishor agency in or around Thatcher, 

. Arizona, which is in the Diocese of Tucson. Father Burns was re'moved as an active priest 
by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 1990's. He has been denied the right to practice as a priest 
anywhere for any reason at any time." You may also want to contact the Diocese of Gallup on 
this issue. 

On behalfof the Diocese of Tucson, again I express to you our deep sadness and regret of what 
had happened to you. Please be assured of our prayers for you that God will help to wipe this 
experience from your heart and mind and that the Holy Spirit may come into your heart to allow 
you to feel his love and grant you the peace that only he can give. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Chancellor ~ . . 

cc: ~on Tiinothy Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup 
Rev. Van A. Wagner,. Vicar General, Diocese of Tucson 
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Dear June: 

Since he addresses this last letter to you, as a reply to your letter to him, could 
you please answer him and include the following: 

. Msgr. James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup 
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They 
offer their prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Msgr. Burns was assigned to 
the Arizona portion of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter's Church in Springerville, 
they have no record that he was officially assigned in any capacity to any parish 
or agency in or around Thatcher, Arizona which is in the Diocese of Tucson. 
Msgr. Burns was removed as an active priest, by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 
1990s. He has been denied the right to practice as a priest anywhere for any 
reason at any time. 

We will then wait to see if .• I ..... contacts us, if/when he does, we will deal 
with those issues as they arise. 

Thanks. 

nmo 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: 
From: 
Date: 
Subject: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

+DEpflJ 
Tim~ 
March 5, 2002 
While you were away, 2/28/02-3/11/02 

• Mrs June Kellen, Chancellor for Tucson, called. It seems a certain _ 
_ a graduate of St. Johns High School, St. Johns Arizona has indicated that 
he was a victim of sexual misconduct by Fr. Burns at St. Peters in Springerville in 
1974. However He is currently in Columbus, 
Ohio. I who is in contact With our attorneys. 
has not us yet regarding this. The reason June called is that 
- also said Fr. Burns was in Thatcher, AZ. We have no record or 
knowledge of this as Thatcher is in the Diocese of Tucson. If he calls we will 
take a message until the attorney advises us what to say. 
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Dver .fp t1 resf CireC{, I kId h/~ I t:>l,\of,,~f t.;)4,h,f -Iv d, 
(2"'1Th;J~ ctnd. ):.eJ+ ve,! Uh cDfn--GrfabJe ~n~ ·;).,eA h QJ41'\ 

()rA.r ~(I\)e hftck -to Sf. J;hh5. LJAe,,\ we Qrr/'ved )/1 Sf, 
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CYh). Ci5keol me if' r Wf)~;J LJ-'~ -h> j6 to ),~, mote; rt>Of 

Jocv.te) Ott /rt>c;) R,'Jer..s Inn ih Sf. JOhhSJ 
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1 . 
... ' NAME 

THE DIOCESE OF GALLUP 

CHANCERY 

Post Office Box 13~8 
Gallup, New Me x ico 87301 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT YOUR REPLIES AND RETURN TO CHANCERY 
TOGETHER WITH A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF YOURSELF THAT CAN BE 
USED FOR PRINT. Thank you. 

SSN''< 046 24 9020 
----

JAMES MATTHEW BURNS ------First Middle Las t 

11 DATE OF BIRTH 15 
Day 

JUNE 1933 
Month Year 

11 PLACE OF BIRTH BRIDGEPORT, CO~N. 

~/ PARENTS: 

~lother : 

L ivin9 __ _ 

__________ Dec ea s ed_x_ 

Living 
Father: 

--:---________________________ Deceased~ 

Sf Name and Address of person to be notified in case of , accident, sickness 
or death: 

P.O. Box 131 Wickenburg, AZ 85358 602-684-2733 
-fr:o 1\-:-!o--.,.t-oi--::f,-y----=C.,-:.H·A.,...,.,..N-=-CE=-:R=-"'Y~~--.,./h-e-n-e-v-e-r-a- -c h ange of adores s "oman1€:- is made) 

6/ Do you carry Accident or Life Insurance? Company's name and address: 

NO 

7/ Have you made a WILL recently? Is it in Chancery or where? 
NOT RECEl'l'TLY NO 

._------_. __ . __ ._-_._---_._---

ECCLESIASTICAL STATUS 
8/ Date and Place of Baptism~}~_,_~t. ~ames Church, ~tratford, Conn. 

~/ Date and Place of OROI NATION __ May~~962 - Bridgeport Conn. 

By \-Ihom Bishop Walter W. Curtis 

For What Oiocese __ G_allup 

*Social Security Number 
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10/ l)ate of entrance into Diocese of Gallup __ ~.~53_. __________ . ____ _ 

11/ Date of I ncardi nat ion __ 1961 __ . __ !3y whom_BishOp Espe_l_a_g_e __ _ 

121 Have you been a member of a Re 1 i g i ous Order or Commun ity? ___ B;> __ _ 

Give name and address of same 
---.---- ,---------.--.-.~.---- .. ------------

Are you still a member? ----

11/ Have you been secularized? NO Date of Reser ipt_. ______ _ 

14/ If you have not been incardinated, who is your present Bishop? 

-------------.-

~D~CATIONAL RECORD 

15/ Grade School Garden School 
Name ===-=.---

Stratford, Conn 
Place 

1948 
Graduation Date 

~ i gh Schoo 1 Stratford High Startford, Conn 
Name----·----- Place 

1952 

Graduation Date 

Co 11 ege Immaculate Conception Seminary, Conception, MO 1957 
Name --. Place Graduat i on Date 

?hilosophical Studies TInm. Conception Seminary 1957 
'tJh er e -"---- Da-:t:-e-s-----

Theological Studies Immaculate Conception Sem=in;.::..a=r=..<v'--__ 1958-1962 
\-ih er e D ites 

J~/ DEGREES: Please list and from where obtuined: 

B/A Philosophy 

--------------_._---------_._.-

12/ My present major, official assignment is Pastor 

at St. Joseph 
------~-------

since July 
.- .-- .---- - Mo n t h----

1982 
Year 

18/ 1,'y other official assignrnents were (inside & outside the Diocese of Gallup): 

0tir Lady of Guadalup, Flagstaff, AZ f rom _~ t 0_6_3 __ _ 

Navivity, Fla9.staff AZ_ frorn_63 __ to ___ _ 

0tir Lady of Guadalupe. . Holbrook ' __ AZ ._ f r Onl-.6..:l..._ t 0---'6=4'--__ 

St. Lawrence, Humbol t, CampVerde, M~!,..:Ean~~_ from ~4 __ t 0_6_5 __ _ 

St. Peter, Springerville, Quemada, Alpine from 65 to 72 ----'=---
Ft. Grant Reform School 
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(Other official assignments -- continued): 

~/ 

Ft. Grant Prison, Chaplain f r'OIll 72 to 73 

St. Mary of the Angels, Pinetop from 73 to 81 
---

from 81 to 82 

82 Present 
Immaculate Heart, Page AZ 

St. Joseph, Winslow 
In addition to my official assignrnent(s). I alll ClJrrent ly engaged in 
the following Priestly activities: 

Vicar Forane - Navajo Deanery 
--- -'- ._-_._-----_._------

Chairman, Golden Jubilee Committee 

19/ Do you hold nny office in the Diocese outside of parochial ministry? 

Chairman Priest Council 

'20/ Name BUILDINGS erected under your management: 

21/ 

NAME 

St. Philip Benizi 

St. Mary of the Angels 

PLACE DATE 

Black Canyon CitY

Pinetop (finished) 

COST 

____ ~lOO~O=O=O ___ 

250,000 

Please describe any special experience, training (e.g., degrees or 
non-degree studies) and talents that should be considered in assigning 
your work in the Diocese: 

22/ How is your health at the present ti~e? Good 

2:3/ 

COrMlent: 

My personal preference with regard to Parish work would favor my 
assignment to: 

(Mark as #1 the parishes you have the deepest interest; 
It? t.hosein which YOLI h~e a moderate interest; 
#3 those in which you have a little interest; 
#4 those in which you have no interest.) 

2 No Special Preference _3--"Bilingual Parish (Specify) 
1 Arizona Parish ___ 2-Changing Pnrish. 
1 New Mexico Parish __ 2--Experimental Parish 
2 r·1ission Parish _____ Other(Describe) 
2 Town Parish 
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24/ I am interested in the following SPECIALIZED fields: 

~/ 

~/ 

Please mark according to your order of preference: 
#1 Deep interest 
#2 Moderate interest 
#3 Little Interest 
#4 No interest 

1 Adult Education 
~CANA 

2 Newman Apostolate 
'---3-Radio and TV 

~CFM 
4 Chancery 

___ 3 __ Catholic Charities 
1 Counselling 

--4--Diocesan Mission Band 
_.3....-Ecumeni sm 

---2 __ Religious Education(CCD) 
.--2-Retreats arid Days of Renewal 
__ -2--Semi nary 

_-4--LliSh :c'lool Te3ching 
4 Hospital Chaplain 

__ 3_Sacred Music 
3 Urban Affairs 

-:i-Vocation Work 
,._2 -Y IJ IJ t h 1J orl,: 
.---3.-.. M i gr an t Work ers 

2 Interracial Work 
--3--Journa 1 ism 
--2-L; turgy 

. __ ~ Mex i can-Amer i can Apos to 1 a te 
3 Further graduate work 

What field 
-4--r~arri age Tri buna 1 
~_r~ i 1 it a rye hap 1 a i n ____ Other (Spec i f y) : 

I am familiar with the following modern languages. 
(Please indicate degree of fluen cy ): 

LANGUAGE HIGH tv10DERATE 

English x 

Spanish 

Would you welcome at this time the responsibi lity of the 
Pastor of an existing parish: Yes nLa No 

~!ou 1 d :/OU vle1c ome ~t tr. " s t j fn(! the ~'e sPQn:; ib; 1 i t y (/. 
" the: 

Pastor of a par ish to be formed: Yes No 

Lml 

x 

office 

office 

of 

of 

ADDIllONAL REMARK S 

N.R. For your own future reference, 
so that you may have a copy of 
you have provided in this data 

form has been enclosed 
important information 

DATE ____ ~r_~~--=-~--- SIGN E D--I-~---;,L--+-_M_(.,U __ 'A_{l_\---f-'-"U~{}(/}JtA--

DOG.BURNS.00480 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000471



--.-.. ~------- . 

DOG.BURNS.00481 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000472



";'" 

TO: Bp. Pelotte, S.S.S. 
FR: Fr. O'Keefe 
RE: Telephone Conversation with Mr. 

DT: 04/03/02, 11:10-11:53 am (mst) 

MEMO CONFIDENTIAL 

(1) At the request ofBp. Pelotte (transmitted orally via Deacon Timoteo), I telephoned _his 
morning and we talked for about 45 minutes. He seemed surprised and grateful for the call. 
He told me that I had "been on his mind" for many years, but that he just "couldn't approach 
me" about his experience with m because it was too embarrassing for him to talk about. 
The only person he had ever talked to about his encounter with m was a friend from 
Springerville, This man was a friend of_ and on one occasion, when he had 
had too much to drink, he recounted an episode in which he had been molested by m. In 
response to this revelation,~hared-his own ~erience with -him. As I understand it, this 
took place several years after both incidents. _was emphatic in saying that this was the 
only time he' ever mentioned-his . own experience; until he recently relayed it to his therapist· 

(2) II who presently resides in Columbus, Ohio, has worked as a computer programmer for 
for all but a few months 

~"'."~u~ psychological/psychiatric therapy 
in Springfield, Ohio, to treat chronic depression. This therapy continued when he was 
transferred to Columbus. He has been on medical sick leave from thellll: since September, 

. 2001, when he was hospitalized for eight days. In December, the psychiatrist prescribed two 
anti-depressant medications (Zolton - sp? & Serazon - sp?), which caused "decompensated 
liver damage" (apparently akin to sclerosis of the liver). This condition is now so serious 
that AM might need a liver transplant. He is scheduled for an appointment with a liver 
specialist on ' April 8,·2002 to undergo blood tests, and may have to have' a transplant 
procedure done at the University of Pittsburgh in the near future. He has applied for 
permanent disability retirement from Bank One, and is currently engaged in some type of 
litigation with the bank over disability retirement & benefits. All of his medical expenses 
to date have been covered by bank ins1.ltance - "Cobra" ~ which, however, is 'due to -expire 
at the end of June, 2002. _ emphasized that - even though there is a history of sclerosis 
in his family - his liver condition has not been caused by excessive drinking, but by the 
prescribed medication. 

(3) With regard to the incident with JB, • states that it happened in the summer of 1974, 
when he was 19 years old. He had met JB at the San Juan Fiestas in June, '74, and JB asked 
him to meet him after work to discuss a possible job offer in his parish in "Thatcher." [In 
reality, at the time, m was in some stage of transition from being pastor of Springerville to 
being released for chaplain work in the Arizona State Prison system. He left Springerville 
some time in the summer of 1974, but I'm not sure just when]. They were to go out to 
dinner and then to a movie. AM is still upset that a priest lied to him (by telling him he was 
stationed in Thatcher) and that the movie they went to was "disgusting." It was during the 
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movie that the alleged molestation (consisting of fondling .• genitals, unzipping his 
pants and performing oral sex on him) took place. I believe. said it was an outdoor 
movie, and that the molestation took place in JB's car. On the way back to st. Johns, JB 
attempted to pull the car over into a rest area, but _informed him that he did not want to 
do anything more with him. When they arrived in St. Johns, JB told _ that he had a room 
at a local motel and invited him to spend the night with him. _ declined. This was the 
first and only encounter with JB. 

(4) Even though this happened almost 28 years ago,"claims that he still has a "vivid 
memory" as to the incident. He was too shocked, intimidated and embarrassed to offer any 
resistence while the molestation was occurring, but defi= spurned JB's offers to 
continue the contact after the first incident. For many years ~ried to put this out of his 
mind, only to have the memory persist. He felt the need to speak of it in light of the many 
stories of alleged molestation by priests currently surfacing: "After hearing about this every 
day, I had to call [sic] and get it out." 

(5) .remains a practicing Catholic (attending both Latin-rite and Byzantine-rite parishes in 
Columbus). He gave no indication of wishing to hurt either JB or the Church, although he 
was relieved when I informed him that JB no longer can function as a priest. There was no 
indication (at least at this time) that he was seeking any kind of financial compensation. We 
ended the conversation by my making a general offer to help him through prayer, and 
counseling (via telephone) whenever he felt the need. He thanked me once again for the 
call. 
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6 Arizona 

Arizona 
PapullllDn: 3,677,985 

(1990 Census) 
Land Area: 113,642 sq. ml. 
capllal: Phoenix 
elllu and Town. 
AID ............. G-3 
Apache Junction .. F-4 
Avondale ..••.•.. F-3 
Bagdad ......... 0-3 

Benson ••••...•. H-6 
Bisbee .......... .1-6 
Bowie •••••...•. H-7 
Buckeye .•.....•. F-3 
Bullhoad City ••.•• 0-1 
Bylas ........... F-6 
Camp Verde •..... 0-4 
Casa Grande •.... 6-4 
Cave Creek ....... E-4 
Chandle' •••••.... F-4 
Chinle ..••..•••• 8-7 
Chino Valley ••.•. 0-3 
Cibecue •••....•. E-6 

Clarkdale ......•. 0-4 
Clifton .......... F-7 
Colorado City .... .A-3 
Coolidge •••.•... G-4 
Cottonwood ...... 0-4 
Douglas •••.•••• .1-7 
Eagar ......•.••• E-7 
Ehrenberg •...... f., 
Eloy ............ G-4 
FlagstaN ......... 0-4 
Rorence .......•. 6-5 
Fort Defiance ....• C-7 
Fredonia ......... A-3 

Ganado •..•..... C-7 
Gila Bend ........ G-3 
Glendale .•.••..•. F-4 
Globe ........... F-5 
Grand Canyon ..•• B-4 
Groen Valley ••••• H-5 
Heber .••....•.•. E-5 
Holbrook •..•...• 0-6 
Huachuca City .••. H-6 
Joseph City •••••• 0-6 
Kayenta •.••..•.• B-6 
Kearny .••..••••• 6-5 
Kingman •..•.••• 0-2 

Lake Havasu City •. E·1 
Laveen ......•••. F-4 
Litchfield Park .••• F-3 
Mammoth ..•.••. G-5 
Many Farms ..•••• 8-7 
Marana ....••••• G-5 

~:~r:::::::::: J:: 
Miami ........... F-5 
Nogales .•...••.•• 1-5 
Oracle ••.••••••• G-5 
Oro Valley ••••••• G-5 
Page ........... A-4 
Parker .•••.•.•.. E-1 

Payson ....•••••• E-5 
Phoenix •••...... F-4 
Pima ••••.•.••.. G-6 
Pinetop-lakeside .. E-6 
Polacca ••.•••.•• e-6 
Prescott ••....... 0-3 
Prescott Valley ... 0-3 
Quartzsite •••...•. f.1 
Sacaton .•....... F-4 
Saford ..•....... G-7 
8t. Johns ........ 0-7 
St. Michaels ...... C-7 
San Carlos ....... f.6 

San Luis ....••. :G-1 
San Manuel .....• 6-5 
Scottsdale ••••••• f..4 

ona .•.•..•.• 0-4 
........... H-4 

... ; ... E-6 
...•.. .1-6 

Snowflake ....... E-5 
Somerton •..•••. 6-1 

n .• , .H-5 
liIe ..... E-7 

.... F-4 
........ H-6 

lor •.....•.. F-S 

+t~t~~ei .: .' : : : : .' .~:: 
Tombstone •.••.. H-S 
Tuba City ........ 8-5 
Tucson •.•.• , .•.. H-S 
Wellton .•....... G-l 
Whiteriver ...••.• E-G 
Wickenburg ••••.• E-3 
Willcox .......•. H-6 
Williams ...•..•. 0-4 
Window Rock •.• . C-l 
Winslow ...•.... 0-5 
Wittmann ••••..•. F-3 
yuma .•.•..•..•. G-1 ________________________________________________________________ ~~~~~~4 
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SAINT PETER'S CHURCH 

BOX loa 

SPRINGERVILLE, ARIZONA 85988 

Feb. 12, 1974 

Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich 
Bishop of Gallup 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Bishop Hastrich, 

As requested during our telephone conversation, 
I am writing this letter to request permtssi'on from 
you to accept an assignment in the priesthood outside 
the Diocese of Gallup. I wish to serve the men in the 
new Correctional Instution at Fort Grant as well as 
assume the duties of Chaplain at the adult Conservation 
Camp in 'Safford, Arizona. These positions would be 
within the Diocese of Tucson and has~ 
the Bishop of Tucson in a letter to 
Director to the Dept. of Correction or the State of 
Arizona. 

I wi 11 say my 1 ast Mass (Sunday) the 1 ast Sunday in 
Februrary and should be leaving the parish by the end of 
the month at the latest. In my new position I would like 
to remain a priest of the Diocese as I have been a mem
ber of this Diocese since I was ordained. 

I wish to take this opportumity to thankyou for 
all that you have done for me and my parishes since yoll 
have been the Bishop of Gallup. Although I have not always (' ~: r( 
agreed with you on all matters I have tried my best to 
be adutiful priest in all matters for the good of the 
Diocese. Your task has indeed been a very difficult one 
and your love of God has been made manifest in your 
actions. I congratulate you for all that you have 
accomplished and wish you the best of everythtng tn the 
Lord in the days to come. I feel prtvtledged to have 
served under you and will conttnue to seek your help and 
prayers in my new assignmmnt. 

Your prtest in Christ, 

~.~4~V 

DOG.BURNS.00485 . 
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Tbe l~st Reverend Francis J. Green, D.D. 
Bishop of Tuoson, 
192 South Stone Avenue, 
Tucson, Arizona 85702 

Dear Bishop Green, 

February 18, 1974 

This is to inform you that Father Jam~8 Burns is .. accepting a pod tion 
with the State Department of Correction,with my permission. Since 
he will be living in lOur Diocese, I would appreciate your granting 
~ faculties, and I hope you \<1111 welcome h1w,and encourage your 
priests to do so, at various Diooesan and Vioariate 1>1eetings. lIe 
wishes to remain a priest .of the Diocese of Gallup. 

J~l kindn~ss you show him will be considered a personal favor to IDe. 

yTi th every best· wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 

DOG.BURNS.00486 . 
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Reverend James M. Burns, 
St. Peter Church, 
P. O. Box 103, 
SpringerVille, Arizona 859~ 

Dear Father Burns, 

February 1H, 1974 

Thank you for your kind letter asking for permiSSion to be away 
fromtohe diooese for an indo:fini to period of t1me while working 
for the State Department of Correction in the Diooese of Tucson. 

I have written Bishop Greon as you will see bY' the enclosed copy 
infor,w1ng h~ of your .presenoe in his diooese. 

I want .you to know that you will be reoeiving all the oommunica
tions from ourdiooesaD offices, and are welcome at any and all 
diocesan funotions. It is my hope the. t you will make the Jinnual 
Retreat with the priests of ·our diooese, and attend general con
vooetions,at least. 

With every best wish, I am 

'Sinoerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of GallUP 

Encl. 

DOG.BURNS.00487 _ 
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Rev. James M. Burns 

Iliot£s£ of iutson 
CHANCERY OFFICE 

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE 
P.O: BOX 31 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85702 

February 26, 1974 

Fort Grant Correctional Institution 
Fotlt Grant Rural Station 
Willcox, Arizona 85643 

Dear F a·ther Burns: 

.1 am happy .to welcome you to the Diodese of Tucson and hereby 
approve of your appointment 8S Chaplain at Fort Grant. I 
officially extend to you the faculties of this Diocese, even 
though though you already enjoy them as a priest of the Province 
of Santa Fe. For canonical purposes, you are hereby appointed 
Associate Pastor at ·Sacred Heart parish, willcox, effective 
February 26, 1974. Fort -Grant · is i -n "theterritory of the 
Willcox -parish. 

From correspondence with Mr. Director, Department 
of Corrections, I understand that you will also be Chaplain to 
the State corr~ctional Institution in the Safford area. Father 
John M. Fahey, Pastor of st. Rose of Lima parish, Safford, is 
Vicar of the Graham-Greenlee Vicariate, and is aware of the fact 
that you will be chaplain to both institutions. 

We are placing your name in our Diocesan mailing list so that 
you will be kept informed of what is going on in the diocese. 
Be assured that we are eager to make you welcome in every way 
and to do all we can to make yo.u feel at home with us. I look 
forward to the opportunity of visiting with you if you get a 
chance to come to Tucson. I want you to know ~hat I am quite 
willing to come to Fort Grant for any occasion at your invitation. 
I am most grateful to you and to Bishop Hastrich for allowing 
you to come to work in our diocese. 

With an assurance of my prayers for the success of your priestly 
ministry, and with m¥ best personal wishes, I am 

Very sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Rev. Francis J. Green, D.O. 
Bishop of Tucson 
F_JG:gb · 
ccs IJ • • a. - .. II .. J. H&striCh/ 

Rev. John M. Fahey 
Rev. John Debski 

DOG.BURNS.00488 . 
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,~ DIOCESE OF TUCSON 

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich 
Bishop of Gallup 
P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Jerry: 

I thought you would like to have a copy of the 
letter which I have sent to Father Burns, wel
coming him to the diocese. The priests in the 
Vicariate in which he will be living are very 
friendly and I am sure will welcome him as one 
of the members of the Vicariate. 

I have just returned from an ecumenical meeting 
in Casa. Grande in which it was -€fuggei'sted that you 
and might be willing to serve as a 
committee to evaluate the different Indian programs 
that have sprung up in the t any rate, you 
will be hearing from garding this, 
but I thought I might a you t if possible 
you could arrange to accept. 

With kindest good wishes and warm personal regards, 
lam 

Very sincerely yours in christ, 

1V'1 l· r 'to 7~~ )J, ~ 01 

Most Rev. Francis d(~Green, D.O. 
Bishop of Tucson 

FJG:gb 

Enc. 

DOG.BURNS.00489 
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The Nost Hevarel!d Ji'ra.ncis J. Green, D.~. 
Bishop of TUcson, 
192 South Stone Avenue, Box 31 
Tucson, Arizona 85702 

Dear Frank, 

March 2, 1974 

Thank you very much for your kindness to Father Burns. 

If I can possibly make the meetine with you may be 
sure I will be there. As you know, I am very much interested in 
the Indians. 

After Ea.ster I am going to Rome with a pilgrimage for my"Ad Liminal! 
visit.· I hope the meeting will be before or after that. 

With every best Wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

B1shop or GallUP 

DOG.BURNS.00490 
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Marcil 13, 1974 

Reve rend 'James ~. Burns. ~ 
Catholic Chaplain 
Fort Grant Correctional Institution 
Fort 'Grant Rural StatIon 
Willcox, Arizona 856~3 . 

Dear Jim: 

Hope all Ls well with you and t~at you are well Into your-program. 
You are dally In my prayers becaule I know that your new chall.ng~_ 
Is tough •. I admlr. your wlllingnes. to accept such a pOlltlon. . 

Jim, I want to tr~ly thank you for cooperating so excellently with 
Olr Minor Se.lnary Program. As the Bishop mentioned at your fare
well dinner, you of all the priests have al~cooperated with this 
program. You have always sent us good b I. 

In His Son, 

DOG.BURNS.00491 
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. . '" September 11, 1974 

Reverend Jam.. M. Buru 
St. Mary ot tba Anpl. Pariab 
P. o. Box 819 
Pinetop, AZ 8S91S 

Dear Fatber ~8, 

Thia will not1r,v yo~ that tor tbe goodot re11gion andweltare of 
souls, BiaQopHaatriob bu appointed lOU as Putor. st. Mary or the 
qal. Parish. Pinetop, Arucma,. etteoUTe September S, 1974. 

Inoloaed 1s a cow ot the Profession ot 181 th wich you are to take 
in the presenoe ot 'athe,. WU80D •• . our delegate. Kindly retum 
the completed cow to tht.oEnoa. 

It would be well to arrange with Fat.hel' WUaon for the exchange of 
booD and ·the accounts that. belong to St.. Mary of the Angels Parish • 

.A8eur1ng you ot 1l1¥ beat. wi.be.s u ;you 88sum.e tbis new duty on behalf 
ot the aoula ot the Diooe.e ot Gallup, I am 

81ncerelT yOUl'S in Christ, 

v.~ Reverend Dunstan Schmidlin, O.F.M. 
ChanoellOr 

CO J Rev. Squal J.. WUSOIl 

DOG.BURNS.00492 . 
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Rost Reverellld ~ano18 J. Gl"een. 
Bi8hop ot Tuo,oli, 
192 8. Stone Street, Box ,1 
'l'uoson, Ancona 85702 

Dear Bishop Green, 

Ootober 23, 1974 

11t11 11 1;0 :l.n:f'om you that while I waa in Rome t Father Jame. Burna / 
oame baok to the D10... and asked tor. an appointment. He was 
aiven the paetor&te or Saint Mar7 ot the Angell, Pinetop, Arizona. 
It WUIQY hope thAt he had the oourtesy to inform you that he was 
leaving Fort Grant. 

W1 th every best wish, I am . 

Sinaerely ;yours in Christ. 

Bishop of Gallup 

DOG.BURNS.00493 
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Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Seminary 

Mount Carmel Road 

His Excellency 
The Most Rev. Eernard T. Espelage, O.F.M., D.D. 
iiehop'of Gallup 
Gall~, New Mexico 

Your Excellency: 

April 20, 1954 

James iurns arrived. Tuesday. or was it Monday evening, of Holy Week. 

He realizes the neceesi ty of studying hard to catch up. He has not had 

an opportunity to speak with Father Hill, our Dean of Studies, about his 

chances to make up work before next September - Father Hill has been at 

LOB Alamos during Holy Week and left Sunday for the Educational Convention 

in Chicago. As soon as he returns, he will see James and will map.~ut 

his studies for him. 

He is taking advantage of this week of vacation to do a great deal 

of reading and to review, al well as to go ahead in his school work, so 

James is not wasting his time. 

I am truly sorry that Your Excel:lency cannot be with us Sunday evening, 

May 2nd. I called Father Pax on the 11th to find out whether Your Excellency 

would be free on that day, and heard. about YOUI' Excellency' B plan to be in 

Oalifornia then. Regards to Father Pax and a very happy and bleB sed Easter~ 

tide to Your Excellencyt 

Respectfully in Chri at, 

.. ~ 
sgr. Sigmund Charewicz 

DOG.BURNS.OOS07 . 
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Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Seminary 

Mount Carmel Road 

March 18, 1954 

His Excellency 
Most Rev. Bernard T.Espelage, O.I.M., D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
Gallup, New M,xico 

Your lIlxcellencyz 

Since Your Excellencyls last letter, and before then, we have had 
no word at all from James Burns. And we 'cannot find any California 
address either. He left none, when he left the Seminary. I wonder if 
Your Excellency has had any word from him since your last letter. 

·He certainly gave me the impression that he was coming back, and 
he left some of his clothes here, his books, etc. 

I am amazed that he has not written, at least some word to let us 
know whether he was ~cce8sful in his trip or not. I wonder if there 
was a forwarding address left at the last place of the family residence. 
Has anyone checked that possibility, Your Excellency! 

James was an excellent student and a solid character. I cannot 
understand this state of affairs, unless he has become very ill or met 
wi th an accident. I trust. that all will be shortly expla~'D.ed to Your 
Excellency's satisfaction. 

Begging Your Excellencyf s blessing, I remain 

~ Sigmund Charewicz 

DOG.BURNS.00514 . 
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Hil l%cel1enc7 

Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Sem;nary 

Mount Carmel Road 

Santa F~, N~I(, M ox;co 

Januar7 25, 1954 

!he Most ReT. Bernard T. Espelage, O.I.M., D.D. 
Biahop of Gallup 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Your beel1ene71 

This 1a to acknoWledge receipt of 70ur letter of January 14, and 

to thank 70U for the information contained therein. 

the aeminariana are now on retreat. 'ather Jlciward O,'B7Tne, our 

former spiritual d1rectori8 condueting the Retreat. 

Jam.a Burna bas not 7et returned from home. I thought that he would 

sure17 be back before this. He has been awa7 through the aemester e%&mi. tina 

and now ia miasing the retreat. 

Ma7 God reward Your l%oel1enc7 for all! 

Respectfull7 in Chrlat • 

• Magr. S~1C. 

DOG,BURNS,00516. 
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IMMACUL.ATE HEART OF MARY SEMINARY 
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

Most Rev. B.T. EspeJage O.F.M. D.D. 
Bishop of the Diocese of Ge.llup 
Chancery Office 
Ge.llup, New Mexico 

Dear Bishop: 

Today I was very lucky to see three of the Semi narians fr()m our 

diocese invested in the Roman c~ssock, collar and surplice by His 

Exoellency, Arch~bishop Byrne. It was a beautiful ceremony and all 

three of the boys told me that they were very happy and thrilled. 

They are as you know t 

IIIIl They are all doing fine and the diocese can be proud of them. 

Yesterday we finished our six-weeks tests so we are all in a 

pretty go:)d humor. Not because we all recieved A's n?1, but be-

cause we are through tests again for a little while. As 'usual we . 

all made stupid mistakes which we kicked ourselves for afterwards. 

We have permission t o leave the Seminary on the twenty-third 

of December. I have a chanoe to fly home if I wish but if I do,1 
1 

will not be ;nGallup for Mid-night Mass at the Cathedral. I would 

like to have your permission to do so before I make any definite plans, 

I Would rather, if possible, f~O stralght home because I Will not be " 

able to eo hame f , r Faster, and becau.se this will be the first time 

in a few years that my family has really been together. 

Wishing you and the diocese a very Merry and Holy Christmas, 

I am, 

Your obedient seminarian, 

~~ 
(/James Burns 

DOG.BURNS.00518 . 
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Reverend Pax R. Schicker O.F.M. 
Catholic Indian Center 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Father Pax; 

I r 
I ,I ! . 

j. 
Immacula te Heari~ of Mary Seminary 
Mount Carmel Road 
Santa. Fe, New Mex i co 
September 27, 1953 

This is just a little note to let you .and the Bishop know that we are 

sti11 alive here .at Santa Fe. I have asked the new boys and they all said that 

they like the Seminary life ver,y well. They are having a little troubre getting 

used to the rules and the subjects but otherwise are haying a swell time. 

told me that its nIce to be In the 

second year of college, but that they can't ~it until th~y get· t o the Major 
\. 

Seminary. They're not the only/ones. 

The Seminar,y has been very lucky so far this Ye8rr. It has lost only 
~ 

one boy in almost two weeks, which is some kind of a recoli:d according to the . 

boys who have been bere for any amount of time. 

I hope you and the Bishop had a good time when you went to Tuscon to 

see Bishop Greene cons~cra.ted. If the weather here in San~ Fe was any lndlcation 

of the type down in Tuscon then it must have been really ni¢e. 
" i 

I wish to take this time to thank you and the Bi,S'hop for giving me the 
I 
I 

job this summer and also for helping me with my vocation ,t various times through-

out the summer. , . I' 

Remembering you and the Bishop in my prayers, I am 

Sincerely yours~ . 

J
. ~/1 D 
\ .QA;v~ //7. /~~ 

James M. Burns 

DOG.BURNS.00519 , 
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Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Sem;nary 

Mount Carmel Road 

Santa Fe, NIZ'" Mox;co 

January 29, 1953 

Very Rev. Fr. Pax R. S~hicker, O.F.M.,Qhance11or 
The Dioce'se of Ga11-up 
P.O. !ox 110 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Father Pax: 

Since Biahop Espelage accepted J8Jlles Matthew :Burne for the 
Diocese of Gallup, we shall be only too happy to do all that we 
cail to form this young man into a fit candidate for the holy 
priesthood. Our second semester begins on Monday, February 2, so 
the sooner the young man can report, the better. 

1 am enclosing an application form and a physical examination 
form, in order to have this information in our filee. . 

s are on Retreat now and the peace is heavenly. 
seminarians. is trying . 

spirit. from Winslow is a 
little fellow, and seeml to be doing his best, but I shall write 
more at length about him to the B~shop. 

May God bless you, dear Fath8l' Pax, and may He assist you in 
your work! Do not fail to come to the Seminary w:tJ;en 70U come to 
Santa Fe _ we always have a spare bed. Please remember the Fathers 
and me to His Excellency. 

yours in Ohrist, 

R1~ 

DOG.BURNS.00522 . 
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Re: James M. Burns 

Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Sem;nary 

Mount Carmel Road 

Santa Fe, Nell' M ex;co 

June 7, 1954 

His Excellenc.y Most Rev. Bernard T. Espelage, a.F.M., D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Your Excellenqy: 

. 1; 
T -1 

J ames Burns and I had a talk about his sitUation before he left and I 
came to the_ conclusion that, if it be possible, it would be a good thing for 
h:iln to enter a maj or semi nary such as st. Thomas1 in I:elIVer neXt fall. If 
he were to return to Santa Fe, FatherH:iJ.l, the Dean of studies, would in
sis t that James repeat First College .• . This would set him back two years. 

My thougbl;in this matter is that Father Kenneally may arrange for him 
to ta.trean entrance examination which would enable James to go on to Second 
College. Father Kenneally might have the Dean of studies at st. Thomas 1 

give James .. all idea of the subjects that he would have to pass for entrance 
and James could prepare for them during the S1.lIIIIOOr. 

James hW3 a very good mind, as Your Excellency mows. He seems to have 
made up his mind to carry- on, no matter what:::lW' happen - i.e. in the famiJ.y -
and to leave these things in God1s good hands •. I feel that he is wortlw of 
the chance that Your Excellency would give him and I feel that there is no 
reason why he shC?uld lose more time in his studies for the Holy Priesthood. 

Begging ~our Excellency's blessing upon the Seminary and its faculty, 
I remain 

DOG.BURNS.00524 . 
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Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Seminary 

Mount Carmel Road 
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SAINT THOMAS SEMINARY 
467 BLOOMFIELD AVENUE 

BLOOMFIELD. CONNECTICUT 

The Rev. Pax Schicker 
Box 110 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Father Schicker: 

January 20, 1953 

James M. Burns of 277 Edmond Street, Stratford, 
Connecticut, was a post-graduate student at Saint 
Thomas Seminary from September 6, 1951 to 
April 19, 1952. He left f9r reasons of health. 

At present, I gather, he is living in Gallup, 
New Mexico and is desirous in continuing his 
studies for the priesthood as a member of this 
Diocese. 

I am enclosing a copy of the high school grades 
he obtained at Stratford High School and also 
the credits he received from St. Thomas Seminary. 

While witt} us, Mr. Burns was a good seminarian, 
a fair s.tudent .. only., probably because of his 
illness. I know of no reason as regards character 
and the like why you could not accept him. 

With all good 'wishes, I am 

RGL/dmr 
Enc. 

(Rt. Rev. Msgr.) 

Sincerely yours, 

R&d ~:<fj;~n~ 
Rector 

~ 'I 

DOG.BURNS.00528 
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"' -"" '~' ... 
I .. 

DIOCESE OF GALLUP 

1. ·Full Name REV. JAMES MATTHEW BURNS 
--------------------------~--------------------------------

2. DATE and PlACE of birth JUNE 1~, 193i BR IDGEPOBT CoNN. 

3. Name of parents or t~ closest relat1 ves (11 v1ng) • ........... ~.-: ----~----~~----------~--~ --. ~; --~------~--~~~---------- ' j , 

4_ Name and addresS of person to be notified in ease of accident, - s~ckness 
or death. 

5. 'Do you ca~ryAcc1dentor L1telnsurahce? . Company' oS name & address. 

HOME I NSURANCECO. 
• ' ,, ' " t i i. ',r ' «t ' : 

CARE . OF" M~C.uI;L,OUGHINS~ FLAGSTAFF", AR I ZONA . 

6. Have you made a WILL recently? Is it in Chancery Office or where? 

~M .. ~ N, THE PROCESS OF" HAV I NG . ON'E MADE BY MYI}TTORNP, II ) M' ',' j ,1 ", lU 

EQCLES"rIASTlCAL STATUS 

7. Date and place of Baptism 
----~--------------------------------------------

B. Date and plac'e of ORDINATION MAY 27,1962 BR I OGEPORT ! CONN, · 

. By Whom . B I SHOP CURT IS, B I SHOP OF BR I DGEPORT CoNN. 

For What Diocese ____ G_A_L_L_U_P~,~N~E_W __ M_E_X~I_C_O __________________ --------------____ __ 

9. Date of entrance into Diocese of Ge.llup ? 

----------------------------------
10, Date of Incardination ___ 1_--__ ----By Whom _...:1 ____ --....... ---... 

11. Have you been a member of a Religious Order or Community? No 

--------------------
G1 ve name and address of same _ ....... ____ ----------------------------

Are you sti~l a member? ______ --__ --------------------~ __ --___________ __ 

12 •. Have you been secularized? Date of Rescript 
-----------~ --------------------

13. If you have not been incardlnated, who is your present BISHOP? 

DOG.BURNS.00529 . 
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... . - .. 
limJJC.ATIQNALIU:OO;aE) 
.. ... .. . : .', " ...... . . 

14. WHERE AND .WHlm did you mke your PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES? 
----~--------~~~ 

'MMAC.ULATE CONCEPT I ON SEM I NARY ••••• CONCEPT ION Mo. 1956-7 

15. WHERE and WHEN did you make your THEOLO(}ICAL STUDIES? _______ ----:--..., ....... _ 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMIANRV •••••••• .••••• .••••• 19sg-62 

16. Have you any degrees? ___ ~ .... ..;;B-=._A.;.: ...... _I.,;.;N-.;..P.;.:H.:.I.;L.:;.O.:;.S,;;.;OP:...;.,oHY.:... ____ ...,..~~ ....... ~ ....... _ ........ -.--

APPO:rN'IMElNTS IN DIOCESE OF GALWP 

17. DATE PLAC:E CAPACITt 

JULY 10,1962 FLAGSTAFT,ARIZONA --........ - ........ ---........ --
JULY 10, 19626 ASSfT VOCATIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE DIOCESE QF. GALJ"UP 

. , 

18. Do you hold any ottice in the Diocese outside of parochial ministrY'? 

ASsfT VOCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
.. .I 

19. Name BUILDINGS erected under your management. 

Name Place Date Cost 

.f : 

RENARKS 

INFORMATI9N THAT IS NOT Ll9U:P ABOVE IS TO BE EOIINO '1\' My RECORDS I" 

THE CHANCERY OFFICE 

Fill in plainly and return to Chancery together with a reqent Photo ot yourself 
that can be used for print. 

Date 

DOG.BURNS.00530 . 
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·. 

THE D IOCE.-SE uF GAL:.U? 
Chancer·~r Office 

Box llO 
Gallup, New Mexico 

APPLICATIO., FOR ADMISSION OF STUDENTS FOR THE PRIESTHOOD 

Father' s Name --1----
!lother l B Name (maiden) 

Religion of Father 1i!nna Sl n CatAo/J S Of Mother SUlesh S 6' J.., v 't6S? r~ l1. 

D~te and Place of Parents I Marriage Jj, kI e ,< 1t:k8 0" tJ..gr/.r at ~05~ 1 tU X C' 
Are Parents Living together? AI6> .... . . . Father tS., Occupation Gc/fo ry lJor /<..e, 
Name in order the Schools attended and the length of time in each: . 

El~entary Ggrs/elA.$C Aos;, 1 '1fr'"Sf~High School 5tr,"tForJ -Y!:J" ~hool Lf'('lI'S-

College . . =-', . ;w i. Seminary Sf I Ikc,m NS Se »£ i J? Q)ry / f r I 

What was the last grade successfull{comp!;eted? · 19S-0· - 19.D 
Has your course of studies been interrupted? YeS For how long? Alwps-f ~ llecYr'. 

I , 

~e you in good health? ,rs S Have you any physical defects? AI~ r Jg6 TceJ 
If so, state in a private letter their nature, etc. 

Is there or has there been any form of Insanity, Epilepsy ,0r .Tuberculosis in 

your family? _ ...... M--..,JIQ...::· _. _. ___ -

Has your Confessor advised "outo Study for the Priesthood? . %.:5 
---. ~/---------------

Have you ever been a member of a Religlou'$i Community? ___ -#-lMJ,.;o~ ______ _ 

Are you able to defray · the expenses of your education? ___ M~ClIoll::""-_____ _ 

It not, are you able to help and to what extent? tV(}ne -'~I ki?@s 

Date of APplication l..e.J: 5 IlLJ·· 
.\. ~4JlUJlt~ ~ . O~ N~e signed in ink. 

When returning this Questionnaire tully anSWered, also enclose the following 
1>a,pers and documents: - ~ -

1. Certificate of Parents'Marriage; 2. , .. cerditcate of Baptism; 

3. Certificate of Confirmation; 4. Test~onialLetter from Pastor; 

5. . Certificate c>f Medical Examination (r~.nt); 6. Transcript. of last year's 

school work; 7. A recent Photo of youltself. 

, - , 

DOG.BURNS.00531 
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19oncepfion &>eminarB 
~oneepfion, <Wlissouri 

June 26,I954 

Most Reverend Bishop Bernard T. Espelage,O.F.M. 
Bishop of Gall up 
Box no 
Gallup,New Mexiso 

Most Reverend Dear Bishop Espelage: 

Thanks se much for Y0ur 
recent communication and the request tm accept James 
Burns. We are sending the neKessary blanks to 
James to fill out and return. When hi:s transcript ef 
credits arrives, we will be able to figure out 
whether he should register in first/or second college. 

James will be registered in the 
Minar Seminary Division. Thats why Father Conrad 
referred yaur kind letter to me. 

Thanking you for your continued 
interest in Conception and trusting that James Burns 
will prave successful h",re, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

DOG.BURNS.00535 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000526



U.I.O.G.D. 

11:: ([ll fIl4l C: E PJ1l"~ ([lINI Si E ~I II INI A Ai V 

CONCEPTION MISSOURI 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: 
COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT . 13W.P§_,_~ J ~~l3. ~~I?-ttll.~~ Nov.26,1954 

.... -·· ·· ·r .... .. -.... .. ...... .. ... - ...... ....... . 

SUBJECTS QUARTER: First CLAS~:- - ·~·~~~~~:~ · ·· · ·· ·· · .. r ····· 
. ".~.~ ........... .. ---,.-.--.. -.. ........... I ......... ......... -..... ... . . ... - ... --... . ..... -.. . . .. ... . .............. .. .. ... .......... ........ ................. -. 

iGRADES ~i ERIOD8 

I per week ! 
. " . ' '_ ' •• ' ~'" •• , "" _ _ c , _ ••• _ _ . " ' _ ' . , _ " •• __ • • , • ., • •••• _ _ __ ., . , .. _ ._~ •• _,,_ ••• _ • • _._~ " _. _ _ __ ••• , _ ~. _ • ...-~-.n .. " .. 

System of grading: 
Conduct 

Application 

A-93-100 
B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 

Inc.-Incomplete Liturgy 

B+ 

B+ 

A- 2 
F-Failure ..... __ .... . _ .. ~ .. __ ._ . . ... .... ___ . __ .... ' ..... _. ___ .. ___ ...... _ ...... ___ .... __ .. .. ___ . . .. . __ ._. __ .... IDtrQ! .tQ..r.4.UQ§~mby . . .. _ .... _ ... __ .. _ .. , .. _ .... ____ -'-

Comments by the Director of Studies: 

~ A4 ..,RA.~_~ ~ . ~~-3~zl· 
/YlLrAlIl ~ ~cf.~ ~ ; 
~~/;t : 

Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

Latin Liturgical 

Latin I ColI. C 5 
, 

..... .... _ .. __ .... ___ ._ ... _ ......... ~ ..... ______ . _ _ . __ ._ .. _ .. ___ ... __ ... _ .. ___ ._ .... __ .. , .. _ ... _ ..... _~~~_ ..... _~ _ . A + • 3 ! 
Recommendations: . English - ------;-.. ·-.,-·--3--

History Eur. D 3 
French 

German 

Education 

$i)~~cience Phys. 

Biology 

Sacred Chant Chorus 

. Signed: Ii' ~ 0:1. f3 . ::ony 

D- 3 

D- 2 

. _____ . __ .... _~~~-._- .... -orch-"!tra . __ .... _ ... . __ ._ .. _ . ..i. __ ._. ___ ' 

DOG.BURNS.00536 . 
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U.lO.G.D. 

c: ([JI ~Il!:: e: IPJ11"111llJ INI • 5i IE MI II NI A Ai ¥ 

CON C E PTI 0 N tot I 8 SOU R I 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: 

Burns, James COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 

QUARTER: Second CLASS: College 1 SUBJECTS 

~_ep .~ ... " 6J~"h ,-l~QP 

W"!RADES tERIODS: 
JU per week, 

System of grading: 
A-93-100 
B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 

Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Failure 

Comments by the Director of Studies: 

Conduct 

Application 

Liturgy 

Intro. to Philosophy 

Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

Latin Liturgical 

Latin 

English 

French 

German 

1J-:C~fi~i( Eur. 

~WScience Phys. 

Biology 

Sacred Chant Chorus 

Harmony Glee Club 

Music 

Orchestra 

"~+"" ..... 

A-

B- 2 

cl 

B 

c-

B 

5 

3 

4 

2 

2 

DOG.BURNS.00537 " 
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U.I.O.G.D. 

11:: IllI Mile: E PIT'IID) INI Sl E MI II IfiIII A A V 

'CONCEPTION MISSOURI 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: Burns, James 

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 
, ··· · ·j···········I· 

QUARTER: 3rd CLASS: College I 

I
I SUBJECTS I GRADES rPERIOD$ 

I per weeki 

System of grading: 
A-93-l00 
B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 

Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Failure 

Comments by the Director of Studies: 

.... .. ... .......... ....... _ ............................. .. ......... 1· .. ·· .. ··· ........ · .. ,,· .. ··· .. -.......... _-.... . _ ... -1 ...... .. 
I 

Conduct 

Application 

Liturgy 

, , \ 
! ;~ \ 
! B+' , 

11.-

B 2 

.... . .... _." ... .. ,._ ... _._._ ..... ~~!~~J~ .. ~1:!!.!~ .. c:-p.!t:r....... ." .'. . ........... ... _. ____ ._ ... __ 
Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

Latin Liturgical 

Latin C+ 

Greek 
----R-~~ommenda-ti-o~~--.. -·-... ---··-· .. · ...... -· ..... --.. _-._ .................... - .. -. __ .... _._ .... _ ... _ .. _- ··---·-.. ··- ·-·- .. ~-·-· .. - .. .c .. 't ...... -·--..-.l .... -l· 

English 

,Signed: 

French 
History Eur. 
German 

Education 

A- a 
B+ 3 

$dcbH Science Phys ical C 3 

Biology 

Sacred Chant Chorus 

HarmonyG lee C1' b ' 

Music 

Orchestra 

A-

A-

. DOG.BURNS.00538 . 
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U.I.O.G.D. 

c: Illi l1li1 C E pi 11"11 10) INI Sl IE MI II INI A. A Y 

CON C E PTI 0 N MIS SOU R I 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: 

Burns, James M. COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 
. --.... --.-"'~-.-----.-...... -.-..... - •..• --........ --..... --... -·-· .. -···· .. ·· .. --··-·· .. ·~ .. ·~· .. --.... -"· .. ··• .. ·.-·-·-··----r-........................... _ ... __ ..................... -." .. _ .. , .. ·r~ .. · .. ·-· .. ·····"-···· .. ···"·--:---· .. -.-.. -.. -.~-." ... -' .. " ... -
...... ~~~~~~.~"':tJl_...~~S: . co~g~.l......L. . ... ~~~~crs fRADES ~!~!~:! 

System of grading: 1 ...... --+-_ ... _" .... ·"T--· .. ·_·· .. ,,·,,+ 
, Conduct A- I A-93-100 

B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 

Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Failure 

Comments by the Director of ~tudies: lJ..f 

~~~r~" 

Recommendations: 

Signed: £ ~6:113. 
............. ... ~~~/?~ 

.. 

Application 

Liturgy 

. Intro. toPhil~ophy 

Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

-Psychology 

Latin Liturgical 

Latin 1 

Greek 1 

English 1 

French 
Science Physical 1 
German 

Education 
History- Eur. 1 
Social Science 

Biology 

Sacred Chant Chorus 

Harmony Glee Club 

Music 

Orchestra 

A-

B 2 

B-

C+ 3 
._ .•.... _L.~ ~_"'."".~ ....... ~ __ '¥ .. -... : 

A-

C+ 

B+ 

B+ 

A-

4 

2 

2 

DOG.BURNS.00539 .. 
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U.I.O.G.D. 

C: 101 NIl!: E PJll"~ 10) INI • Si E MI II "I A. A Y 

CON C E PTI 0 N MIS SOU R I 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name : l3urns, James 

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 
~-'-'. '"- - ~" . ... . . w -" _ _ _ ·,_.,,~_~,, . -~ ...... - ••. .. ~~ __ .~I_.· '·_· .. · .. · •. -.·., ..•.. ".- ... ...... . - .... .... .. ...... ... -. .. , .• ' . .... -~.- - . _ ... -.- .. -.. ~-'··-· ..... "·····~·--"···r '-· - - -..... -- .~~-". , -.. -~ ... -.. - ............ - ... , .. . . ,., .... , ..... ... ... -..• -.. ...... - _0 0 • _ ... ..... _ '-' - -" . ·· - -- ·"--·T' ··· ··~---- · ... ~·· .. - .. -· 'f · · · · -~- -....... ..... -

QUARTER: 1st CLASS: ColI. II SUBJECTS i GRADES 'lipERIOD~ 
, i i per weekI ......... -.-.--- ---..... .. 1" ..... '.'-""'" ...... --. .. ---.. - -... -- .. -.o. -----,, -.- .-- -- j .. -..... _. -.--.. . " ..... . '-1'- _ ·-·_ .. _ .. ---·-1 .... -· 
( 1 : System of grading: 

A-93-100 
B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 . 

Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Faih,tre 

Conduct 

Application 

Liturgy 

. .' Intr.Q_. to :rhUQSopby .. 

A 

B+ 2 

Comments by the Director of Studies: 

fJi::tY;~~ 
Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

Recommendations: 

.Signed: 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

Latin Liturgical D+ 

Latin Grammer C+ 

4 

College Algebra C 3 
........ _ ... _ .. ____ . g~~~k _.. __ ..... .. .... .. _._.J:3: ____ . _. _ __ l _ .... ___ .. _1. 

English 

French 

German 

Education 

B ... 3 

Amer. 
Social Science Hj.s t . B+ 3 

Biology 

Sacred Chant 

Harmony 

Music 

. __ . .. __ .. _.,, __ ___ ,,_ 9!'~~~~~!~ ___ .. ,,_ ... . .. 

B+ 2 

:DOG.BURNS.00540 . 
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U.I.O.G.D. 

C:llllfll.lICEIPJ11"11IOlNI. Si E WI I INI It. RY 

CON C E PT' 0 N M , S SOU R , 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: Burns _ J8lIles 

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 

QUARTER: lat CLASS: CoU.· II 

System of grading: 
A-93-100 
'B-85-92 
C-77-84 

. D--.70-76 
Inc~-Incomplete 

F-Failure 

cr (jYLi!~J- ({) .s.f], 
~I' .. 

Recommendations: 

. Signed: 

I 
.... "'"'1"" " 

SUBJECTS : GRADES !'PERIOD$ 
i per weeki 

.-.-.-" .. ''" ... -.. " .. -.. " ....... "' .... ····1· . "-,, ... "-,,. '-"._. ""--"" .................. "~,, ... . 
, A' I 

Conduct 

Application 

Liturgy 

J,q~!9 ....... t9J~.hl!~~p!ty .. 

Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

A 

B+ 

Latin Liturgical C-

Latin Gra.mmer C+ 

2 

h 

College Algebra C .3 
.._,, __ Q!~_ek ........... __ .... _... ___ .. ___ ... ___ ~. ,,,,, __ .. _ .. _~ .. __ ~ 

English 

French 

German 

Education 

.3 

Amer. 
Social Science Hist~ B-- 3 

Biology 

Sacred Chant 

Harmony 

Music 

Orchestra 

B+ 

DOG.BURNS.00541 
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UJ.D.G.D. 

C: 101 NI It: IE PJ'I"~ IOJ INI • S IE ~II l1\li1 It A" 

CONCEPTION MISSOURI 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: Burns, Janes M. 

QUARTER: 2nd 

System of grading: 

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 
. ..... ..... . ..... ! ...... ' ... . ... . 

CLASS: Coll. II I SUBJECTS 
I 

A-93-100 
B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 

..... .. j 

Conduct 

Application 

Liturgy 

. .. .. _ ...... "' - -~ .. 

,: GRADES ~; ERIODS 
per week i 

+""'."" .. . __ ..... ... + 
: A I i 

B+ Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Failure Intro. to Philosophy . 

•. • •• r • •••• • •• , ." . ..... ~~._ • ••• _ _ _ r ._.~_ ._~_ ._. _ •. •• • _ • •• •• r "o._"', _ .. ... ~ •••• • _ • • •.. _.~ '_ ' '' ' ' . • ' _ __ • __ ___ ":' •• • ~~ ••• •• 

Comments by the Director of Studies: Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

Latin Liturgical 

Latin Grammer 

c 
C+ 

.3 

1 

Greek E . '2 i 
--_._.---, .. --.-.--.----.- .. --... --........ . --_._-. - _ .. __ . __ ........ , . ... ,--.. _-_.'- ... ---.-.. ------. ' .. "._-.- ' .. . _ ...... -~- .. --:- --.-.. ------.. -------.-.----- -.. - .. --.- ... ~ .. - -'-'."---.-.". -... --- -- .~ ... -.-.-~,-. ~ . --,f_. 

Recommendations: 

_ .: . / , .-

_ .. ' ) I 

,Signed: 

English 

aa.dl Algebra 

German 

Education 

Social Science 

lItoI .. , Aller .Hist. '. 

Sacred Chant 

Harmony 

Music 

Orchestra 

B+ 

C 

B 

.3 

.3 

3 

DOG.BURNS.00542 
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U.I.O.G.D. 

II: lOi NI n:: E: IPJ1nlllliINI 5i E MI II l1l\I1 A ~ V 

CON C E PT. 0 N M • 9 SOU R I 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: Burns, James M. 

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 

QUARTER: 3rd CLASS: Coll. II 
..... ~,-".,--.-- ... -.~.-.. , .. ----.,.'-.. "-.-.. ~. -..... ,~.-... _,.' .. " 

System of grading: 

-" --..... [ '.- .- .... ~ .. , ..... - . , .. ~ ... 

A-93-100 
B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 

Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Failure 

Comments by the Director of Studies: 

_., 

SUBJECTS 

Conduct 

Application 

Liturgy 

_ I~t:r9· toJ~hiJos9Phy 

Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

-y -"'~",.' ,--., .. "."". -1"'" ...... " .. ,'" '-----""'1':" .",- ...... .. 

bRADES fERIODSI 
! - (per week ! 
(-- - +---_ .. -_.--- . --r----- . --. 

A 

A 

A- 2 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

c- l 

Recommendations: 

Signed: 

Psychology 

Latin Liturgical 

Latin 

Greek 

English 

F~¥iimetr.'T 
German 

Education 

Social Science 

Biology 

Sacred Chant 

Harmony 

Music 

Orchestra 

C+ 3 

B- 1 

A- 3 
..... ~, .. ' . ~'''~.-. 

B+ 3 

C+ 3 

DOG.BURNS.00543 _ 
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", 
.1 

U.I.O.G.D. 
'\ ...... 

c: [lINI n:: E IPJ'lr'111011N1 SiEMlllNIARV \" 

CONCEPTION MISSOURI 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: Burns, James 

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 

QUARTER: 4th CLASS: Coll. II SUBJECTS 

System of grading: 

~RADES fERIODS 
i per week .. 

.. _ .. "--- -.-..... ~-,-.--, .. ,--.-.-.~'--.-- ...... _'- ~'--------' t- ._u_ ... _._ .. - -'-'~. _' ___ J}"_""'_~ __ ' -~-.' ~.--,--.-.~ .-., ... ~.--, 

A-93-100 
B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 

Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Failure 

Comments by the Director of Studies: 

Conduct B+ 

Application A. 

Liturgy 

.. ~~!~~_!~J:»~~()J?~~ .... " ... "" ........ " 

Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

ffistory of Philosophy C 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

Latin Liturgical C 

Latin GrDlnmar B .. 

Greek B+ 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 
-.~~.~- ---~ .. - .. -~.- . -- -~-. ---- .- .. ----, ... --------.-... ~--.. ,,--- •.. ----.. ~,---~.---.- .----- -~-.-':".- .-.. -.~---.-- .-.--,,~-----~---.--,,~.-.- .----.-----.-"---------~----.---- ... ---.--~~---- .. --. 

Recommendations: 

"Signed: 

English 

French 

German 

Education 

Social Science 

JBiobG Trig. 

Sacred Chant 

Harmony 

Music 

Orchestra 

B . 3 

3 
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U.I.O.G.D. 

C:[JINICEIPJ1nlOllNl. 51 E MIII,,1 A RlY! 

CONCEPTION MISSOURI 

I SEMESTER 
~YREPORT 

Student's name: B~NS, James 

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 
••• ••• " •• _ . • • • _ <> ••••••• ", ,. .. . .. . ... - .... - ....... . ........... .. ........ " .. ........ • ........... ... + ..... .............. ......... " .... <> .. ....... -.- .. 

bRADES fERIODS! 

.h· .. . . ~_ .' . ....... . . ' __ "' ___ ' __ ~' .~ • ....i_ '" ._ ' . _ •• ,. .... ~ ~ .... .......... _ •. J... ..... .o-_ • •• • ~ .~, • • ~. 

QUARTER: 

System of grading: 

CLASS: III 

A-93-100 
B-85-92 
C-77-84 
D-70-76 

Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Failure 

Comments by the Director of Studies: 

Recommendations: 

.Signed: 

i 
I 
i 

......... . i 
SUBJECTS ! per week : 

" ~',,,. _, ._ .... __ .,.-.. __ · . __ _ .··_·' .. 4·._·· •.. ··· ·., • • · .. .. ,,_~ •.. _ •. ~. _ ....... ... . ~. ,._' .......... ... ....... ! ... _." ... . 

Conduct 

Application 

Liturgy 

Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

History of Philosophy 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

Latin Liturgical 

Latin 

C+ 

C-

C 

C 

2 

3 

3 

3 

.. ~~~!~ .. :L!~~~~~~.~ .. .. _ .... .. .!3 ...... ..... : .. .... .. } ___ .... _ .. . 
English 

French 

German 

Education 

Social Science 
Phs.3l 

:lBiIIJ:ow't Health 

Sacred Chant 

Harmony 

Music 

Orchestra 

D+ 3 

C+ 2 

A- 1 

DOG.BURNS.00545 . 
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t** 
~M;t 

ill 

IMMACULATE CONCfPTION SEMiNARY 
~ , / conceptron, MlSSOURl 

Office of the Rector 

Report for: 

Burns. James Mev J 9.s'7 
Name 

28 Melba Ave. 
Address 

Hilford, Conn. 
City State Last Order R'cci. 

St. I"lary' s Pari sh Gallup 
Parish Diocese 

I. Character Development 

A. Judgment and Emotional Reaction 
1. Mature 
2. Immature 

B. Ability 
1. Leader 
2. Follower 
3. Special Talents 

II. Religious Duties 

A. Conscientious 
B. Lax 
C. Pietistic 

III. Intellect.ual Life 

A. Ability 
1.I.Q. 
2. General Average 

B. Application 
1. Superior 
2. Average 
3. Inferior 

IV. Discipline 

A. Generous 
B. Cooperative 
C. Unsatisfactory 

V. Decorum 

A. Refined 
B. Average 
C. Ungentlemanly 

VI. Other Comments 

(X) 

( ) 

(X) 

( ) 

( ) 

(K ) 

( ) 

( ) 

C+ 

( ) 

(x) 

( ) 

( ) 

(X) 

( ) 

(X) 

( ) 
( ) 

~1(r. Burns is a satisfactory candidate for 
the priesthood. He has little taste for 
studies, but is conscien.tious in pursuit 
of same, nevertheless, and obtains satis
factory results. He has tremendous potentia.: 
as a leader, which we hope VIe can develo p 
and direct. 

DOG.BURNS.00546 . 
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U.lO.G.D. 

11:: l!)1 Nile: IE P)1"11101 INI • 5 IE ~I II INI It A 'if 

CONCEPTION MISSOURI 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Student's name: Burns, James 
COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT 

QUARTER: II Sem CLASS: III SUBJECTS 

System of grading: 
A-93-100 
B-85-92 
G-77-84 
D-70-76 

Conduct 

Application 

Liturgy C+ 3 Inc.-Incomplete 
F-Failure 

.... J42' -J~~!P./~~. ~~il~~P.!!l .. L ... , ____ .. c.".... . .; .. ··· · .. 3 .. · _ ... J 
Comments by the Director of Studies: Logic 

Metaphysics 

Ethics 

History of Philosophr 

Cosmology 

Psychology 

Latin L;!JrR,n 31 

Latin 

Greek 

D 3 

, 
. _. __ .. _.A __ .. _. ____ .. _._ ... ~ _____ ........ _ ... . _ .. __ ._., ___ .. _.-._ ..... _. __ .. _ ~ ___ .~_~ _ _ __ ._ ........ ~. __ . _ .... , __ .... . _ ._ ~_ _, .. _. _____ ~ .. _____ . __ , __ . _____ _ . _.~._~ ~ ___ " . ____ . __ . _ _ . __ • ____________ . __ 

Recommendations: English 

French 

German 

Education 32 

Social Science 

~'9'~ducation 41 

Sacred Chant 

J,l,;t~ Education4? 

C 

C 

B+ 

B 

B 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

_ Signed: ; Music 

.---- - -L~-'-'-'~'--- " T .-~&-----.--.--..... +.-.- . Q.~~~~~~!.~-- ..... -------... - ".-- .. ---.---.-.. -.----.-.. -
, 

DOG.BURNS.00547 . 

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000538



" iMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMtNARY 
*~tt concepcton, MlssoUR( 

• 
Office of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: Burns, James Diocese: Gallup 

Class: II Philosophy Date: 1-27-58 

Course No. Descriptive Title Grade 
Semester 

Hours 

Ph. 33 Metaphysics c- 3 

Ph. 47 (Ed. 31) History of Philosophy-
contemporary & Educational D+ 3 

Ph. 34 Ethics C 3 

Hs. 45 Bible History D 2 

En. 27 Shakespearian Drama B- 3 

Gr. 21 Intermediate German D 3 

Art. 32 Art Appreciation C+ 2 

Ms. 41 Gregorian Chant-Modes B+ 1 

Gradi11&' System: A-Outstanding Achievement D-Inferior Achievement 
B--$uperior Achievement F-Fallure 
C-A veraee Achievement I-Incomplete 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 

DOG.BURNS.00548 . 
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" IMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMlNARY 
i.f} concepcion, MissouR( 

Office of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: Burns, James Diocese: Oe.llup 

Class: II Philosophy Date: 5-24-58 

Descriptive Title Grade 
Semester 

Course No. 
Hours 

Ph.46 Theodicy C 3 
Hs.46 Bible Historr C+ 2 

Soo.l1 General Sociology :e.. 3 
Gr.22 Intermediate German D+ :3 
Art.32 Art Appreciation C+ 2 

Ms.42 Modes 13- 1 

Ed.51 Methods of Teaching, Speoial B 2 

Gradln~ System: A--Outstanding Achievement D-Inferior Achlev"men~ 
B--$uperior Achievement F-Failure 
C-Ave~e Achievement I-Incomplete 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 

DOG.BURNS.00549 . 
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*** ~MY 
II 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY 
conception, MisSOURl 

Office of the Rector 

Report for: 
BURNS, James M. May 26, 1958 

Name Date 
40 Baker Street II Philosophy 

Address Class 
Devon" Conn. 

City State Last Order R'ccl. 
Gallup 

Parish Diocese 

I. Character Development 

A. Judgment and Emotional Reaction 
1. Mature 
2. Immature 

B. Ability 
1. Leader 
2. Follower 
3. Special Talents 

II. Religious Duties 

A. Conscientious 
B. Lax 
C. Pietistic 

III. Intellectual Life 

A. Ability 
1.I.Q. 
2. General Average 

B. Application 
1. Superior 
2. Average 
3. Inferior 

IV. Discipline 

A. Generous 
B. CooperatiVe 
C. Unsatisfactory 

V. Decorum 

A. Refined 
B. Average 
C. Ungentlemanly 

VI. Other Comments 

(X) 

( ) 

(X) 

( ) 

( ) 

(x) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

(X) 

( ) 

( ) 

(X) 

( ) 

( ) 

(X) 
( ) 

The coming scholastic year of 1958-' 59 wil), be 
a crucial one for Mr. Burns. During this present year 
he has voluntarily brought many character defects to 
the attention of his superiors--character defects 
inVOlving unwholesome relations with certain students 
and urlwho1esome attitudes towards authority. His own 
hwnb1e manifestations of these faults and his ' eagerness 
to seek and abide by advice seem to indicate a change 
of heart, however. We recommend that he be allowed to 
return to the Seminary. He has been told that this 
coming year will be the year of trial for him. 

DOG.BURNS.00550 . 
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" IMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMlNARY 

i'} conceprton, MlssoUR( 

Office of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: BURNS, JAMES Diocese: Gallup 

Class: I Theology Date: January 28, 1959 

Descriptive Title Grade 
Semester 

Course No. Hours 
-

Ss. 50 Introduction to Sacred Scripture C 1 

Ss. 61 Sacred Scripture B 4 

Th. 51 Dogmatic Theology C 5 

Sp. 61 Homiletics I C+ 1 

Th. 60 Moral Theology C+ 2 

Hs. 31 Church History C+ 2 

Th. 70 Liturgy C+ 2 

Hs. 51 Archeology C 1 

Gradinll" System: A-Outstanding Achievement D-Inferior Achievement 
B--8uperior Achievement F-Failure 
C--Average Achievement I-Incomplete 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 

DOG.BURNS.00551 . 
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" lMMACULATh CONCEPTION SEMiNARY .t COncepclon, M{SSOUlll 
~ 

Office of the Rector 

February 4, 1959 

His Excellency 
Most Rev. Bernard T. Espelage, O.F.M.,D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
406 West Aztec Street 
P.O. Box 110 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Most Rev. and dear Bishop Espelage: 

Enclosed are the first semester grade reports for Your 
Excellencyts seminarians. 

In general we are very well pleased with the progress of 
these young men, and I do hope that Rev. Mr. Florez and Rev. Mr. 
Tachias will make fine priests for your Diocese. 

I should, however, at this time like to repeat my concern 
with regard to Mr. James Burns. Whereas there is nothing precisely 
to which I can refer as a character defect, everyone through the 
years who has been in authority over him has the impression that 
something in his character does not ring true. He seems to lack 
high ideals and deep motivation. On the other hand he is rather 
generally well accepted by the student body, which is almost 
infallibly a very good sign. I do hope to be able to make a 
definite recommendation at the end of the school year. 

Please keep all the seminarians in your good prayers. 

With sentiments of esteem and best wishes, I beg to remain, 

Yours devotedly in Christ, 

Very Rev. Maur Burbach, O.S.B. 
Rector 

DOG.BURNS.00552 . 
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Report for: 
BUllNS, James 

Name 

Address 

City 

Parish 

I. Character Development 

" IMMACULATE- CONCEPTlON SEMiNARY 
• COncepclOn, MisSOUR( 

State 

JUN 3 '59 

Date 
Theology I 
Class 

Last Order R'cd. 
Gallup 

Diocese 

A. Judgment and Emotional Reaction 

1. Mature 

2. Immature 

B. Ability 

1. Leader 

2. Follower 

3. Special Talents 

II. Religious Duties 

A. Conscientious 

B. Lax 

C. Pietistic 

III. Intellectual Life 

A. Ability 

1. I.Q. 

2. General Average 

B. Application 

1. Superior 

2. Average 

3. Inferior 

IV. Discipline 

A. Qenerous 

B. Cooperative 

C. Unsatisfactory 

V. Decorum 

A. Refined 

B. Average 

C. Ungentlemanly 

\WI. Other Comments 
'. 

( ) 

(x) But this sign of immaturity il slightly corrected. 

(x) 

( ) 
) 

(x) 

( ) 

OTHER COMHBNTS 

() Mr. Burns has improved in hie relation to fellow 
students (more cooperative, thoughtful and chari
table) and to authority (externally more humble 
and obedient). 

( ) 

( x) 

( ) 

( ) 
( x) 

( ) 

( ) 
( x) 

( ) 

He is recommended for return but he could be more 
mature emotionally and still more generous in his 
leadership ability. 
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" iMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMiNARY 
~'\ COncepclon, M{SSOUR( 

~ 
Office of the Regiatrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: BURNS, JAMES Diocese: Gallup 

Class: I Theology Date: June 3, 1959 

Course No. Descriptive Title Grade 
Semester 

Hours 

Cn. 51 Canon Law C 2 

SSe 62 Sacred Scripture C 4 

Th. 52 Dogmatic Theology C+ 5 

Sp. 62 Homiletics B- 1 

Th. 61 Moral Theology B- 2 

Hs. 32 Church History C+ 2 

Th. 71 Liturgical Theology C 2 

Hs. 52 Patro1ogy C 2 

Gradlne Syatelll: A--outstanding Achievement D-Inferlor AcbleveQleG~ 
B-8uperlor Achievelllent "-Failure 
C-A verage Achievement I-IncOmplete 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 

DOG.BURNS.00555 _ 
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" IMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMlNARY 
*Vt conception, Mlss0UR( 
~ 

Office of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: BURNS I JAMES Diocese: Gallup 

Class: II Theology Date: February 1, 1960 

Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Semester 
Hours 

Th. 53 Dogmatic Theology C 5 

Th. 64 Moral Theology C 2 

Th. 72 Liturgy & Scripture C 2 

S8. 63 Sacred Scripture C* 4 

Cn. 54 Canon Law C 2 

Sp. 63 Homiletics C* 1 

Th. 73 Liturgy & Faith C 2 

Grading System: A-Outstanding Achie"ement D-Infetior Achievement 
n-Superior Achievement F-Failure 
C-Average Achieve.lOcnt 1-lncoDlplete 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 

DOG.BURNS.00556. 
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" IMMACULATE- CONCEPTlON SEMlNARY 
i-*} COnCeprlOn, MisSOUR( 

Office of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: BURNS, JAMES Diocese: Gallup 

Class: . II Theology Date: June 2, 1960 

Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Semester 
Hours 

Th. 54 Dogmatic Theology c+ S 

Th. 65 Moral Theology C 2' 

sa. 6h Sacred Scripture C 4 
On. ,5 Canon Law C· 2 

Hs.33-34 Church History D- 4 
sp. 6, Homiletics B- 2' 

Grading System: · A-Outstanding Achie,'ement D-Infelior Achievement 
B-Superior Achievement F-Failure 
C-Average Achieve.rncnt I-Incomplete 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 
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" iMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMiNARY _it. concepcion, MlssoUR( 
~ 

Report for: 
BURNS, JAMES 

Name 
40 Baker street 

Address 
Devon, Connecticui-t 

May 30, 1960 
Date 

II Theology 
Class 

Acolyte 
Last Order R'cd. 

City State Gallup 

Parish 

I. Character Development 

II. 

HI_ 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

A. Judgment and Emotional Reaction 

1. Mature ( X) 

2. Immature 

B_ Ability 

1. Leader 

2. Follower 

3. Special Talents 

Religious Duties 

A. Conscientious 

B. Lax 

C. Pietistic 

Intellectual Life 

A. Ability 

1. I.Q. 

2. General Average 

B. Application 

1. Superior 

2. Average 

3. Inferior 

Discipline 

A. Generous 

B. Cooperative 

C. Unsatisfactory 

Decorum 

A. Refined 

B. Average 

C. Ungentlemanly 

Other Comments 

( ) 

(X) 

( ) 
( ) 

(X) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

00 
( ) 

( ) 
(X) 

( ) 

( ) 
(X) 

( ) 

Diocese 

Mr. Bunns has continued -to manifest commendable 
progress this year. He gets along qui -te well 
wi th other students, and has even at-tained a 
cer-tain degree of popu1ari-ty. He had one rather 
serious miaunders-tanding with a professor 
during the year, but -this was cleared up by his 
humble apology to the same professor. This 
seems to have been precipitated by certain 
surface mannerisms which might easily be 
misconstrued. Otherwise he seems to have got 
along quite well with the Seminary authorities. 
He has shown some degree of initiative, although 
more could be desired. 

ir'le recommend that he be a110'1 .. ved to continue his 
studies in theology. 
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" IMMACULATE- CONCEPTlON SEMlNARY 
.JI:t conceprton, Missoult( 

• Office of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: BURNA, JAMES Diocese: Gallup 

Class: III Theology Date: February 4, 1961 

Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Semester 
Hours 

Th. 55 Dogmatic Theology c- 5 

Th. 62 Moral Theology c- 2 

Th. 68 Ascetical Theology B 2 

SSe 65 Sacred Scripture C 4 

Hs. 35 Church History c- 2 

Cn. 52 Canon Law B- 2 

Sp. 65 Homiletics B 1 

Grading System : D-Inferior Achievem~t 
A-Outstanding Achievement F-Failure 
D-Sullerior Achiev~ment I-Illconlf·'ete 
C-Averase Acbicve.mcnt Cr.-Credit 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 
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" iMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMiNARY 
.~tl1.t COnctprton, MissOUR( 

• Oftlee of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: BURNS, REV. MR. JAMES Diocese: Gallup 

Class: III Theology Date: May 30, 1961 

Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Semester 
Hours 

Th. 56 Dogmatic Theology C* 5 

Th. 63 Moral Theology C 2 

Th. 69 Mystical Theology B 2 

SSe 66 Sacred Scripture C 4 

Hs. 36 Church History D* 2 

Cn. 53 Canon Law C 2 

Sp. 66 Homiletics B 1 

Hs. 81 Church History Seminar C 

Grading System: D-Infcl'ior Achievement 
A-Outstanding Achievement 1'-l'aiJure 
B-Superior Achievement I-Illconll1lete 
C-Average Achiev~.mcnl Cr.-Credit 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 

DOG.BURNS.00560 
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" IMMACULATE' CONCEPTION SEMiNARY $,} concepr£on, M{SSOUR( 

Report for: 
BURNS, JAMES 

Name 
40 Baker Street 

Address 
Devon, Connecticut 

City State 

Parish 

I. Character Development 

A. Judgment and Emotional Reaction 

1. :Mature 

2. Immature 

B. Ability 

1. Leader 

2. Follower 

3. Special Talents 

II, Religious Duties 

A. Conscientious 

B. Lax 

C. Pietistic 

HI. Intellectual Life 

A. Ability 

1. I.Q. 

2. General Average 

B. Application 

1. Superior 

2. Average 

3. Inferior 

IV. Discipline 

A. Generous 

B. Cooperative 

C. Unsatisfactory 

V. Decorum 

A. Refined 

B. Average 

C. Ungentlemanly 

\Vr. Other Comments 

(x> 
( ) 

(X) 

( ) 
( ) 

(X) 

( ) 
( ) 

( ) 
(X) 

( ) 

( ) 
(X) 

( ) 

( ) 
(X) 

( ) 

May 30, 1961 
Date 
III Theology 

Class 
Subdeacon 

Last Order R'cd. 

Gallup 
Diocese 

This year Mr. Burns was one of 
two students assigned to aid con
gregational participation in one 
of the near-by parishes. He seems 
to have demonstrated a considerable 
ability in dealing with the people, 
in getting them to cooperate and 
organize, and in establishing a 
rather commendable set-up all around. 
His conduct and deportment deserve 
commendation for the most part. 
His health, never excellent, seems 
nevertheless to have improved this 
year, during which two short bouts 
with the effects of former rheumatic 
fever have briefly put him to bed. 

DOG,BURNS,00561 
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" IMMACUlATE CONCEPT10N SEM1NARY 

i.,} COnceptlon, MissOUR( 

OfIlce of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: BURNS, REV. MR. JAMES Diocese: Gallup 

Class: IV Theology Date: February 5, 1962 

Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Semester 
Hours 

Th. 57 Dogmatic Theology C 5 

Th. 66 Moral Theology B- 2 

Cn. 56 Canon Law B- 2 

Hs. 37 u.S. Church History A.- 1 

Sp. 67 Homiletics B* 2 

Ru. 72 Rubrics C* 2 

Pt. 76 Pastoral Administration B- 1 

Pt. 78 Sacred Art B 2 

Grading System: D-Inferior Achievement 
A-Outstanding Achievenlent F-Failure 
D-SuJ>erior Achievement I-Il1COD1l'lete 
C-Average Achieve.rocnt Cr.-Credit 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 

DOG.BURNS.00562 . 
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" iMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMlNARY 
*-ilt conceprion, M(SSOUKl 

~ 
Office of the Registrar 

SEMESTER GRADE REPORT 

Student's Name: BUIUIS, R.EV. JAMES Diocese: Gallup 

Class: IV Thee logy Date: J_ne 1, 1962 

Course No. Descriptive Title Grade Semester 
Hours 

Th. i8 Degaatic Thee logy c- 4 

Th. S9 Oriental TheolG8Y c- 1 

Th. 67 Moral Theology B- 2 

Th. 74 Liturgical Methedology C 2 
., 

Cn. '7 CaRoB, Law B- 2 

Pt. 77 Pastoral Mediciue B 1 

Sp. 68 RoaUetics B 2 

HI. 37 u.s. Church History Jl) 3 
1l.u.. 72 R.uDrics C 2 
Pt. 78 Sacred Art B 1 

Grading System: A-Outstanding Achievement D-Inferior Achievement 
B-Superior Achievement F-Failure 
C-Average Achieve.lncnt I-Incomplete 

Comments by Dean of Studies: 

Coaprehensive ExaainatioD: 
Written: C-
aral: C 
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" IMMACULATE- CONCEPTION SEMLNARY 
~~ conctprLon, MisSOURi 
~ 

Report for: 
BURNS, JA,MES 

Name 
40 Baker Street 

Address 
Devon, Conn. 

City State 

Parish 

I. Character Development 

A. Judgment and Emotional Reaction 

1. Mature 

2. Immature 

B. Ability 

(x) 

( ) 

1. Leader (x ) 

2. Follower ( ) 

3. Special Talents () 

II. Religious Duties 

A. Conscientious 

B. Lax 

C. Pietistic 

III. Intellectual Life 

A. Ability 

I.I.Q. 

2. General Average 

B. Application 

1. Superior 

2. Average 

3. Inferior 

lV. Discipline 

(X) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 
(x ) 

( ) 

A. Generous ( ) 

B. Cooperative (X ) 

C. Unsatisfactory ( ) 

V. Decorum 

A. Refined ( ) 

B. Average (X ) 

C. Ungentlemanly ( ) 

vr. Other Comments 

May 30, 1962 
Date 

IV Theology 
Class 

Priesthood 
Last Order R'cd. 

Gallup 
Diocese 

Although not given to external 
manifestations of zeal and enthusiasm, 
Fr. Burns seems to have a truly 
sincere and deep sense of dedication 
to the work of the priesthood. Many 
times in the past mention has been 
made of the fact that his health is 
not of the strongest. But, if his 
physical limitations are given a 
certain amount of consideration, a 
good deal can be asked and demanded 
of Fr. Burns. His special desire is 
to work with the people, and his 
talents seem specially directed to 
that type of work. Working in that 
area, he should be a real asset to 
the diocese. 
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